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Executive  Mminitlration. 


[H.  or  It. 


^e: 


willing  to  bow  down  their  seririk  c:s  and  elevate  the 
chosen  serrant  of  their  imperial  .:  ^^ler.  Has  it  come 
to  this:  that,  in  the  lapse  of  little  more  than  half  a  cen* 
tury,  they  who  resisted  oppression  and  corruption,  and 
their  descendants,  have  sunk  into  a  degradation  too  vile 
for  slaves.'  Are  gentlemen  willing  to  allow  this  high 
coloring  to  remain  upon  oor  national  character?  Is  not 
aofliething  due  to  the  people  themselves,  to  the  cause  of 
liberal  principles?  I  will  not  believe  that  they  for 
whom  this  Government  was  formed,  and  by  whom  it  is 
sustained,  are  withdrawing  their  guardianship.  I  will 
not  believe  them.  He  who  has  been  intrusted  with  the 
chief  management  of  their  public  affairs  will  not  be  de- 
serted by  them  so  long  as  be  relies  with  confidence  on 
their  intelligence,  and  makes  the  cynosure  of  his  public 
conduct  the  wel^re  of  the  whole  confederacy.  In  this 
wiif  be  found  a  rule  which  cannot  but  lead  to  success.* 
In  this  a  posUion  perfectly  impregnable  to  any  assault. 

Mr.  JK2^rPER  spoke  at  great  length  in  favor  of  the 
ori|;in&l  resolution,  and  in  reply  to  the  remarks  here- 
tofure  made  by  Mr.  Haxir. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  said  he  took  it  for  granted  that 
those  gentlemen  who  had  made  speeches  in  favor  of  the 
appointment  of  this  committee,  and  those  who  proposed 
'i\  were  in  earnest,  and  were  desirous  to  have  it  done 
immediately,  in  order  that  the  work  of  investigation 
might  go  on,  and  something  effectui^l  might  be  done  be- 
fore the  termination  of  the  session. 

We  shall  talk  (said  Mr.  V.)  to  the  end  of  the  session, 
and  then,  what  would  those  who  originated  the  resolu- 
ton  say?  They  would  say,  you  mad«  your  long  speecli- 
es  to  the  end  of  the  b-jssion,  and  we  had  no  time  allowed 
L^.  For  the  purpose  of  ot>viating  these  objections,  and 
in  order  to  give  to  the  friends  of  this  investigation  the 
broadest  power  that  they  could  wish,  and  also  for  the 
purpose  of  doing  justice  to  the  administration  party,  and 
of  saving  them  from  the  imputation  thtt  would  resbupon 
them  if  this  inquiry  were  not  allowed,  he  would  move 
the  previous  question. 

Afier  some  little  conversatidn  between  Mr.  WISE 
and  Mr.  VANDERPOEL,  the  latter  gentleman  withdrew 
his  m«>tion,  on  the  pledge  of  the  former  that  he  would 
renew  it. 

Ur.  WISE  then  said  that  the  parliamentary  practice  had 
b^e.'l  that  the  gentleman  who  had  offered  a  resolution, 
*r\]  opened  a  debate,  should  be  indulged  in  replying  to 
rasmbera  who  had  opposed  it,  and  in  concltiding  the  de- 
bMe.  He  had  intended  to  avail  ^himself  of  this  indul- 
gence, but  now  the  previous  question  was  forced  upon 
ihe  House.  Now,  it  appeared,  gentlemen  seemed  dis- 
t^cised  to  pass  the  resolution;  to  pass  it,  in  order  to  save 
t!ie  administration  party  from  the  imputation  of  delaying 
scion  on  the  resolution  by  debate.  He  would  ask,  how- 
ever, and  he  would  thank  gentlemen  to  answer  him, 
^iiether  they  could  now  relieve  themselves  from  this 
o-lious  imputation — an  imputation  which  they  deserve.  I 
tell  yon  and  the  country  (said  Mr.  W.)  that  1  have  been 
t^bng  for  thTs  investigation  for  nearly  two  years.  And 
^lujr  ur  are  we  now  from  the  end  of  the  session?  Within 
«x  weeks  of  the  end,  with  all  our  other  duties  to  attend 
to,  and  we  are  told  that  this  is  a  sufficient  space  of  time  to 
i->\estigate  the  huge,  the  mammoth  operations  of  this  cor- 
r<iptand  profligate  administration.  Six  weeks  sir.  1  have 
^  en  detained  two  weeks  at  home,  detained  by  the  state 
"^  '.he  weather,  and  I  And,  on  my  return,  that  the  ad- 
ni>r,i&t ration  has  already  carried  out  their  o<9n  work  for 
t^,  by  which  I  am  detained  from  ten  until  nearly  mid- 
T'^hl  in  wading  through  one  branch  of  this  investigation. 

tifntlemen  now  propose  to  give  me  this  Herculean 
t<»k.  Gentlemen,  it  is  like  all  yotir  candor,  all  your 
('•ina,  and  all  your  honesty.  M»ke  the  most  of  it.  (i'), 
^•'.h  a  blush  on  your  check*,  without  shame  or  conf'u- 
!03,  before  the  people,  and  tell  them  this! 

Vol.  XHI.— 89 


Mr.  Speaker,  the  whole  of  a  short  session  Is  not  suffi- 
cient to  investigate  Reuben's  concerns  alone {  the  whole 
of  a  long  session,  the  whole  time  for  which  a  Con(i:ress 
is  elected,  would  not  be  time  enough  to  call  up  all  the 
witnesses  from  the  extreme  borders  of  this  immense  re- 
public to  testify  against  your  Government — witnesses 
that  I  know  can  be  brought  up  to  testify  against  you — 
witnesses  who  can  change  inquiries  into  specifications, 
and  ran  change  your  notes  of  triumph  and  your  strains  of 
eulogy  into  humble  notes  of  shame  and  looks  of  confu- 
sion. 

Sir,  T  will  sa%',  for  one,  to  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Vandbbpobl,]  that  it  is  too  late  to  grant  the 
investigation  proposed  by  this  resolution.  It  is  now  the 
17ih  day  of  January,  and  more  than  one  half  of  the  ses- 
sion is  gone,  necessarily  terminating  on  the  4th  of  March. 
It  is  too  late  for  any  investigation.  If  any  good  can  be 
done  by  it,  if  any  clews  can  be  afforded  to  the  corrup- 
tions of  the  Government,  lliey  must  be  afforded  by  the 
indulgence  of  the  freedom  of  debate  on  this  floor.  Will 
you  refuse  that  indulgence?  Will  you  require  that  all 
our  lips  should  be  hermetically  sealed,  now  that  this 
farce  of  an  investigation  has  been  gotten  up?  You  have 
given  us  one  committee  that  has  no  power  to  investigate 
abuses.  Ail  questions  of  corruption  or  no  corruption  are 
limited  and  bound  down  to  facts  that  were  already  noto- 
rious. Yet  that  investigation  alone  will  take  all  our  time. 

How  can  I  or  my  friend  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Pettoh] 
attend  to  both  these  committees'  We  are  held  up  aa 
!  persecutoVs;  we  are  no  persecutors,  but  we  are  placed 
^  in  this  odious  light  in  relation  to  these  charges  against 
the  Government.  If  gentlemen  intend  to  hold  us  re- 
sponsible for  a  failure,  give  us  time,  means,  and  oppor- 
tunity, and  do  not  drive  us  into  the  space  of  a  moment, 
and  contract  us  into  the  compass  of  a  nut-shell.  Bind  a 
man  hand  and  Tmt,  and  then  tell  him  to  arise  and  walk! 
Tie  him  fast  with  your  power,  and  then  tell  him  to  war 
against  a  giant !  Is  this  your  justice ?  It  is  your  justice ! 
Heaven  defend  me  from  such  justice!  Heaven  defend 
the  country  from  such  guardians  as  these!  Sir,  1  have 
witnessed  enough  within  the  last  twenty-four  hours  to 
make  me  feel  that  the  country  has  no  guardians. 

1  now  renew  the  motion  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  for  the  previf)us  question. 

And  the  Hotise  seconded  the  c^dl:  Yeas  94,  nnys  51. 

Mr.  MORGAN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nsys  on  the 
question  of  taking  the  main  question;  which  were  order- 
ed, an(^  being  taken,  were:  Yeas  121,  nays  52. 

So  the  ILiuse  determined  that  the  main  question 
should  now  be  put. 

Mr.  HUN  rSMAN  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
main  question;  which  were  ordtred. 

And  the  main  qtiestion,  being  on  concurring  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  on 
the  original  resolution  of  Mr.  Wise,  reported  therefrom, 
was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  165, 
nays  9,  as  follows: 

Ykas— Messrs.  Adams,  Chilton  AH^^n,  Heman  Allen, 
Anthony,  Ashley,  Bailey,  Dean,  Black,  Bond,  Bouldin, 
Bovee,  Boyd,  Briggs,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  Burns, 
Bynum,  John  Callioon,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Cambrel- 
eng,  Carr,  Carter,  Casey,  John  Chambers,  Chaney, 
Chapman,  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  John  F.  H.  Clai- 
borne, Clark,  Connor,  Corwtn,  Craig,  Crane,  Cushing, 
DdUlingion,  Davis,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Denny,  Double- 
day,  Dun1;ip,  Elmore,  Evans,  Farlin,  Forester,  Fowlcr, 
French,  Fry,  James  Garland^  Gholson,  Glascock,  Gra- 
ham, Grander,  Grantland,  Graves,  Grayson,  Grennell, 
Griffin,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Hamer,  Hanmgan,  Hardin, 
Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  lUzcliine, 
Hiester,  Hoar,  Holst^y,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  How- 
ell, Hubley,  Hunting!. -n,  Huntsman,  Ing-  rsoll,  Ingham, 
Janes,  Jarvis,  Jenifer,  J.  Johnson,  R.  M.  Johnson,  C. 
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Johnson,  H.  Johnson,  J.  W.  Jones,  Benj«min  Jones, 
Klingensmilb,  Lane,  Lsporle,  I^wler,  Lawrence,  Lay, 
Joshua  Lee,  Luke  Lra,  Leonard,  Lewis, .Lincoln, 
Lngan,  r<oyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Abijah  Mann,  Job  Mann, 
Martin,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  McCarty,  McComas 
McKay,  McKennan,  McKim,  McLene,  Mercer,  Mil- 
ligan,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Owens,  Page, 
Parker,  Patterson,  patton,  Pears«n,  Peltigrew,  Peyton, 
Phillips*  Pickens,  Pinckney,  Potts,  Heed,  ttencher,  John 
Reynolds,  Richardson,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Russeit,  Au- 
gustine H.  Shepperd,  Shield*,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Slade, 
Spangler,  Standefer,  Storer,  Taliaferro,  Thomas,  John 
Thomson,  Toucev,  Turner,  Underwood,  Vanderpoel, 
Vinton,  Ward,  Washington,  Webster,  Weeks,  Elisha 
Whittlesey,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesfy,  Lewis  Williams, 
Wise,  Yell,  Young— 165. 

Nats — Messrs.  Ash,  Cush man, Fuller,  Lansing,  Parks, 
Schenck,  Taylor,  Turrill,  Wardwell— 9. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


Wlditisdat*  Javcaiit  18. 
ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY. 

Mr.  HAWES  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Hesolvedf  That  all  petitions,  memorials,  resolutions, 
propositions,  or  papers,  relating  in  any  way,  or  to  any 
extent  whatever,  to  the  subject  of  slavery,  or  the  abo> 
lition  of  slavery,  shall,  without  being  either  printed  or 
-referred,  be  laid  upon  the  table,  and  that  no  action 
whatever  shall  be  had  thereon. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  thought  it  was  time  that  the  House 
should  adopt  a  resolution  of  this  character,  with  a  view 
to  put  an  end  to  discussions  which  had  occupied  so  much 
of  its  time  on  the  subject  of  abolition  of  slavery.  He 
wished  to  have  no  debate;  he  thought  there  had  already 
been  eijpugh.  To  test  the  sense  of  the  House,  he  called 
for  the  previous  question  on  the  resolution. 

M^  E.  WHITTLESEY  objected  to  the  reception  of 
the  resolution. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  State  of  Kentucky  had  been 
called  in  its  regular  order  for  resolutions,  and  the  mo- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Oiiio  could  not  therefore  be 
entertained. 

Mr.  ADAMS  objected  to  the  consideration  of  the  reso- 
lution  at  this  time. 

Some  desultory  conversation  ensued  on  the  point  of 
order,  in  which  Messrs.  ADAMS  and  MEUCEU  partici- 
pated, when  the  Speaker  decided  th.it  the  question 
"  Shall  the  resolution  be  now  considered  V  should  be 
first  entertained.  ' 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question  of  consideration {  which  were  ordered,  and 
were;  Yeas  115,  nays  57. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  resolution  should  be 
now  considered. 

Mr.  HAWES  inquired  if  his  motion  for  the  previous 
question  was  now  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  supposed  that  motion  stood 
first  in  order,  but  the  gentleman  could  renew  it. 

Mr.  HAWES  thereupon  renewed  his  call  for  the  pre- 
vious question. 

And  the  House  seconded  the  call:  Yeas  104,  nays  42. 

Mr.  EVANS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  ques- 
tion of  taking  the  main  question i  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  moved  a  call  of  the  House;  which 
motion  was  lost. 

And  the  question  on  taking  the  main  question  was 
then  put,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  127, 
nays  66. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  main  question  should 
now  be  taken. 

Mr.  GRENNELL  said  that,  notwithstanding  the  vote 


just  taken,  he  was  desirous  of  having  the  yeas  and  niji 
on  the  main  queMion.  He  therefore  asked  for  them, 
and  they  were  ordered  by  the  House?  and  the  main 
question,  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolnlion,  vas 
taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  159, 
nays  69. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

CRIMES  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

The  following  message,  in  writing,  was  received  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  the  hands  of  bis 
prttate  secretary,  Airnnsw  Jackboh,  Esq. 
7b  the  Speaker  of  the  Hotue  of  Representaiites: 

Sir:  I  hereby  transmit  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives  certain  communications  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
treasury  and  the  Attorney  of  the  United  Stales  for  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

They  relate  to  the  difficulties  which  have  been  inicr- 
posed,  under  the  existing  laws,  in  bringing  to  convicliwi 
and  punishment  the  supposed  incendiaries  of  the  Treas. 
ury  buildings  in  the  year  1833. 

The  peculiar  circumstances  of  this  case,  so  lonp  con- 
cealed, and  of  the  flagrant  frauds  by  persons  disconnect- 
ed with  the  Government,  which  were  still  longer  con- 
cealed, and  to  screen  some  of  which  forever  was  prob- 
ably a  principal  inducement  to  the  burning  of  the  buiW« 
ings,  lead  me  earnestly  to  recommend  a  revision  of  ihc 
laws  on  this  subject.  I  do  this  with  a  wish  not  only  to 
render  the  punishment  hereafter  more  severe  for  »)ic 
wanton  destruction  of  the  public  property,  but  to  repeil 
entirely  the  statute  of  limitation  in  all  criminal  case<*  «• 
cept  small  misdemeanor^f,  and  in  no  event  to  allow  i 
party  to  avail  himself  of  its  benefits  during  the  period  tlie 
commission  of  the  crime  was  kept  concealed,  or  ibe 
persons  on  trial  were  not  suspected  of  having  perpetrated 
the  offence. 

It  must  be  manifest  to  Congress  that  the  exposed  state 
of  the  public  records  here,  without  fire-proof  building?, 
imperatively  requires  the  most  ample  remedies  for  the»r 
protection,  and  the  greatest  vigilance  and  fidelity  in  ill 
officers,  whether  executive  or  judicial,  in  bringing  to 
condign  punishment  the  real  offenders. 

Without  these,  the  public  property  is  in  that  deplo- 
rab'e  situation  which  depends  quite  ms  much  on  accidin! 
and  good  fortune  as  the  laws  for  saftty. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Jahuaht  17,  1837. 

Letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  TVeanury. 

Washikoton,  December  27,  18^16. 

Sih:  According  to  the  request  in  your  letter  ofili< 

dsy,  1  enclose  a  copy  of  the  instructions  given  by  il«f 

court  to  the  jury,  on  the    act  of  1790,  on  the  trial  of 

Richard  H.  White. 

I  understand  that  the  only  juror  who  held  out  for  >c- 

?[uitting  the  prisoner  was  satisfied  of  his  piih.  b"'  f*' 
used  to  find  him  guilty  on  the  ground  of  this  instroc'.lon 
as  to  the  limitations.  It  is  certainly  higWy  neces^fy 
that  the  law  should  be  so  amended  as  to  prevent  the  bar 
of  the  statute  from  operating  in  cases  where  the  proper 
officers  of  Government  did  not  know,  and  could  not  by 
due  diligence  have  known,  by  whom  the  offences  were 
committed.  One  or  two,  cases  (.imilar  to  the  prej^cni 
have  occurred  heretofore  in  the  circuit  court,  in  wuich 
this  defence  has  been  sustained. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F,  S.  KEY,  U.  S.  AtCy  D,  C 
The  message,  having  been  read,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
THOMAS,  referred,  with  the  accompanying  document*, 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 

PAY  AND  MILEAGE. 

The  •'  bill  to  establish  a  more  uniform  rule  of  compu- 
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tjn^  (he  milea^  and  per  diem  compenntioa  of  memberi 
of  Congress* *coreinf»  up  in  its  order — 

Mr.  VANDEHF'OEL  said  that  he  would  move  its 
pft^ponement  until  to-morrow,  with  a  view,  if  possible, 
of  reaching  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  admission  of  Michi- 
p»n  intu  the  Union. 

Mr.  CAMBRi£LBNG  inquired  if  it  would  be  in  order 
to  call  for  the  previous  qiiestion. 

Tiie  SPEAKER  said  it  would  be  in  order. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  called  fur  th«  previous  question. 

Mr.  WARUWELL  moved  to  Uy  the  bill  on  the  table, 
for  the  purpose  of  affording^  members  an  opportunity  at 
I  future  day  of  proposing  amendments.  [This  motion 
VIS  entitled  to  priority.] 

Mr.  CRAIG  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  last- 
nined  motion;  which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  11, 
na)s  192. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  call  for  the  previous 
q4estion;  which  Was  seconded  by  the  House:  Yeas  78, 

DiJS  63. 

Mr.  HANNE6AN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  tite 
qufsiiun  of  taking  the  main  question;  but  they  were  not 
ordered. 

And  the  question  on  taking  the  main  question  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative:  Yfas  112,  nays  not  counted. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  main  question  should 
oov  be  put. 

Mr.  Hi  ESTER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
nain  question;  which  were  ordered. 

The  main  question  was  on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill 
ifl  ibe  following  form: 

A  bill  to  establish  a  more  uniform  rule  of  computing  the 
mileap  and  per    diem  compensation  of  members  of 

Congrcis. 

Biit  enacted,  ^c.  That  there  shall  be  appointed,  at 
iii«  commencement  of  each  session  of  Congress,  a  joint 
Klect  commiitre  of  three  members  from  each  House, 
vhose  duty  it  shall  be,  within  the  6rst  thirty  days  of  the 
Kuion,  lo  ascertain,  by  information  from  each  member 
or  delegate,  the  exact  distance,  by  the  nearest  principal 
Rui]  route  by  land,  from  the  seat  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
Rient  to  the  residence  of  the  said  member  or  delegate; 
uidthe  said  committee  sliall  immediately  make  a  report 
ibercof  to  their  reapective  Housed,  upon  which  report 
the  mileage  of  each  member  or  delegate  shall  be  com- 
puted. 

Stc.  2.  .f/irf  be  a  furiher  enacted.  That  no  member  or 
i^tiegate  shall  receive  any  per  diem  compensation  for 
*ny  days  during  which  he  may  be  absent  from  the  seat  of 
(be  Frderal  Government  while .  the  House  to  which  he 
belongs  shall  be  in  session,  except  such  absence  be  by 
Irave  nr  authority  of  the  House,  or  on  bu^ness  of  the 
iiuuse  of  which  he  is  a  member,  or  occasioned  by  sick- 
^*^\  aad  upon  the  final  settlement  of  his  account,  it 
ihjil  be  the  duty  of  each  member  or  delegate  to  certify 
ibe  number  of  day  a  he  may  be  thus  absent;  which  ac« 
c«un%  so  certified,  shall  be  published  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  next  aeasion  of  Congresis  under  the  direction 
^^ibe  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  the  Clerk  of  the 
li^'uie  of  Representatives. 

rbe  question  on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill  was  taken, 
wl  carried:  Yeas  187,  nays  16. 

^0  tlie  -bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 

rtad-ng;  and  the  question  being  when  the  bill  should  be 

rtift, 

I^ir.  IIAWES  moved  it  have  its  third  reading  now. 

Mr.  IIANNEGAN  said  be  hoped  not.  He  thought 
'»e  House  had  done  injury  enough  for  one  day;  for  they 
*^(d  ordered  to  a  third  reading  one  of  the  most  crude  and 
*•  -dij^eated  bills  ever  brought  before  that  House;  a  bill 
fifjUming  njore  imperfections  and  doing  more  injustice 


than  any  they  had  ever  acted  on.     He  moved  that  the 
House  adjourn;  which  motion  was  rejected. 
And  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  now. 

ADMISSION  OF  MICHIGAN. 

Hie  House  took  up  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
'*  An  act  to  admit  the  State  of  Michigan  into  the  Union 
upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States;*'  the 
question  being  on  its  commitment  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  THOMAS  said  that  much  injustice  had  been  done 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Michigan,  by  keeping  them  out  of 
the  Union,  aiid  by  denying  them  the  right  to  participate 
in  the  legislation  of  the  country.  After  the  great  delay 
which  had  taken  place  in  the  action  of  Congress  on  the 
subject,  he  hoped  that  the  House  would  adopt  that 
mode  of  action  now  which  would  expedite  a  decision; 
that  was,  lo  keep  the  bill  within  the  control  of  a  majori- 
ty of  the  House.  In  the  House  the  previous  question 
could  be  called;  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  that -privi- 
lege was  taken  away.  In  the  present  instance  the  House 
ought  to  be  reasonably  indulgent  in  debate;  and  Mr. 
T.  had  no  doubt  that,  so  long  as  gentlemen  confined 
themselves  strictly  to  the  merits  of  the  bill,  ty^ry  lati- 
tude would  be  extended  to  them.  But  if  a  disposition 
should  be  manifested  to  diverge  from  the  true  question'' 
before  the  House,  and  to  take  up  time  on  mere  party 
considerations,  the  debate  ought  to  be  closed,  and  tie 
hoped,  in  justice  to  the  people  of  Michigan,  would  be 
closed. 

Mr.  HARDIN  said  he  had  been  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee to  which  this  subject  had  been  referred  at  the 
present  and  last  session  of  Congress,  and  he  had  been 
constrained  to  differ  from  the  majority  of  both  these  com- 
mittees on  this  subject.  He  had  never  explained  the 
reasons  which  induced  him  to  differ  from  them.  He  did 
not  care  whether  the  bill  were  referred  lo  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  or  not,  pro- 
vided a  fair  opportunity  was  given  to  gentlemen  wishing 
to  express  their  views.  He  would  inquire  who  was  to 
be  the  judge  whether  a  member  was  confining  himself  to 
the  subject  or  nut^  He  hoped  that,  if  the  bill  was  not 
committed,  the  few  remarks  he  had  to  make  on  one  sub- 
ject would  be  heard  with  patience;  and  that  was,  the 
spirit  of  mobocracy  and  the  revolutionary  movements 
which  had  characterized  the  proceedings  in  relation  to 
the  admission  of  Michigan,  to  which  he  wished  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House,  and  against  which  he  intend- 
ed to  enter  his  protest. 

Mr.  JENIFER  raised  the  question  whether  the  bill 
must  not  necessarily  be  committed;  and,  after  a  few 
remarks  thereon  by  Mr.  BRIGGS, 

The  SPEAKER  expressed  his  adherence  to  his  de- 
cision made  the  other  day,  that  the  bill,  inasmuch  as  it 
contained  no  appropriation,  neecLnot  be  committed. 

Mr.  REED  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  ques- 
tion of  commitment;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  PATTON  urged  the  propriety  of  commitment. 
There  was  not  an  instance  of  a  State  having  been  admit- 
ted into  the  Union  without  the  bill  which  provided  for 
its  admission  having  been  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on'  the  state  of  the  Union.  And,  if  the  bill 
were  committed,  the  majority  could  at  any  time  dis- 
charge the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  considera- 
tion of  it. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  said  that  if  this  were  a  new 
question,  which  had  not  been  discussed,  and  the  merits 
of  which  were  not  thoroughly  understood,  it  would  be 
well  to  go  into  committee;  but  every  member  of  the 
House  was  master  of  the  subject.  He  thought  that  com- 
mitment was  unnecessary,  and  that  the  House  ought  not 
to  delay  the  admission  of  Michigan  into  the  Union  un* 
necessarily.    He  believed  that  action  on  the  bill  had 
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been  already  delayed  too  long.  He  reminded  the  {^en- 
llennan  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Pattok]  that  ihe  received 
notion  in  the  House  was  that  a  majority  could  not  dis- 
charge a  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  considera- 
tion of  a  bill,  so  long  as  an  amendment  was  pending. 

Mr.  PAT  TON  inquired  if  \ht  Committee  of  the  Whole 
could  not  be  instructed  to  report  the  bill  forthwith  to 
the  Ilou^e,  without  amendment. 

Mr.  SUr[]£RL\ND  said  that  a  bill  coutd  not  be  ta- 
ken out  of  committee  in  the  midst  of  a  gentleman's 
Breech;  and  suppose  a  gentleman  had  the  floor,  and 
chose  to  speak  two  or  three  days,  there  was  no  power 
to  interfere  wiih  him. 

Mr.  STOU£i{  insisted  that,  under  a  fsir  construction 
of  the  rule  of  the  House,  the  bill  required  commitment. 

And  the  question  on  the  commitment  was  taken,  and 
decided  in  the  negative:  Yeas  86,  nays  110. 

Sothe  House  determined  that  the  bill  should  not  he 
committed. 

Mr.  THOMAS  said  that,  if  it  was  the  sense  of  the 
House,  he  was  prepared  now  to  submit  his  rcniarkst  but 
if  the  House  preferred  an  adjournment,  he  was  perfectly 
willing.  With  a  view  to  test  that  question,  he  moved 
that  the  House  adjourn;  which  moiiou  prevailed;  and 

The  House  adjourned. 


Tmorsdat,  Januabt  19. 
POST  OFFICE  BUILDING. 

Mr.  HAHLAN  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

RuQlvtdf  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  providing  by  law  for  the  insurance  and  protection 
from  accidents,  by  fire  or  otherwise,  the  building  lately 
leased  by  the  Postmaster  General  from  B.  O.  I'ayloe,  for 
the  use  of  the  Post  Office  Department;  and  that  said 
committee  ascertain  and  report  to  this  House  the  terms 
and  conditions  of  the  lease  entered  into  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  for  the  buildings  rented  by  him,  refer- 
red to,  and  made  a  part  of  the  agreement  between  the 
Postmaster  General  and  said  'f'ayloe. 

Mr.  HAUL  AN  said  that,  by  referring  to  the  contract 
made  by  the  Postmaster  General  for  the  building  alluded 
to,  it  seemed  to  him,  and  he  submitted  it  to  the  consid- 
eration of  other  gentlemen,  whether,  if  this  contract  was 
binding  on  the  Government,  it  would  not  become  the 
insurer  of  the  buildings.  By  the  stipulations  of  that 
contract,  the  head  of  the  Post  Office  Department  bound 
himself  to  return  the  building  in  good  condition;  and  he 
took  it,  if  the  building  was  destroyed  by  fire,  the  Gov- 
eimment  would  be  bound  to  rebuild,  it.  He  thought, 
then,  that  Congress  ought  to  make  some  provision  for 
having  this  building  insured,  so  as  to  exonerate  the  Gov- 
ernment from  the  risk  incurred  by  the  terms  of  this 
contract.  He  did  not  pretend  to  say  whether  the  con- 
tract was  binding  on  the  Government  or  not;  it  was  very 
certain  there  was  no  authority  given  to  make  the  con- 
tract i  but  he  supposed,  from  the  emergency  of  the  cnj»e, 
that  the  Government  would  recognise  it,  and  fulfil  its 
stipulations.  He  was  also  desirous  of  ascertaining  from 
the  postmaster  General  the  terms,and  conditions  of  the 
contract  entered  into  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
for  a  part  of  this  building;  because  it  appeared  that  the 
Secretary  had  contracted  fur  all  the  back  buildings,  sta- 
bles, &c.  And,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  this  in- 
formation, he  proposed  to  refer  the  subject  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  CONNOR  suggested  that  the  gentleman  m'ght 
obtain  his  object  more  directly  by  making-  calls  on  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  Postmaster  General. 

Mr.  HARLAN  observed  that  he  was  induced  to  refer 
the  subject  to  the  Committee  on  the  Po^t  Office  and 
Poat  Roads,  because  the  chairman  of  that  committee 


had,  on  his  own  motion,  referred  the  subject  of  inTest*. 
(THtion  into  the  causes  of  the  destruction  of  the  Po&t 
Office  building  to  his  own  committee.  As  the  gentle- 
man had  taken  charge  of  that  subject,  Mr.  II.  vai  du> 
posed  to  give  bim  this  also;  and  be  might  ascertain  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the  real  character  of  the 
lease,  and  lay  it  before  the  House. 

Mr.  CONNOR  said,  in  relation  to  offering  the  resoln* 
tion  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman,  be  had  only  to  uy 
that,  after  a  consultation  in  the  committee  room,  it  tu 
concluded  that  the  Committee  on  Uie  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads  was  the  most  appropriate  committee  to 
which  to  refer  the  subject  of  the  snvcatigation  intu  tbe 
causes  of  the  destruction  of  the  Post  Office  buiUling; 
and  he  was  instructed  to  introduce  the  resolution,  ind 
introduced  it  under  those  instructions.  Had  it  not  betn 
for  this,  certainly  he  should  not  have  been  desirous  of 
bringing  upon  himself  the  arduous  duty  connected  wlib 
this  investigation. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted:  Yeas  77,  nays  n^^t 
counted. 

MILEAGE  OF  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Sergeant-at-arms  be  directed  to 
lay  before  this  House  a  statement  showing  the  roik»(;^e 
claimed  and  sums  paid  therefor  to  members  of  tKii 
House  and  delegates  from  the  l^erritories,  respect^Tcivi 
during  the  last  and  present  session  of  Congress;  and 
also  a  similar  statement  in  relation  to  the  Senators  in  Con- 
gress. 

Mr.  BOON  moved  to  amend  the  resolution,  b>  kin- 
king out  all  that  portion  which  related  to  the  Senate. 

Some  debate  followed,  in  which  Messrs.  BOON,  tj'>- 
DERWOOU,  HARDIN,  W.  THOMPSON,  and  CUAIG, 
participated. 

When  Mr.  BOON  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  CRAIG  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  mu- 
tion;  which  were  ordered. 

And,  pending  this  question,  the  House,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  A.  MANN,  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

ADMISSION  OP  MICHIGAN. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bll) 
to  provide  for  the  admission  of  Michigan  into  the  Union 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States;  the  p^rd' 
ing  question  being  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engro&^cd 
for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  THOMAS  addressed  the  House  at  great  len{:tb 
in  favor  of  the  bill,  contending^  that  Michigan  had  com- 
plied with  alt  the  conditions  which,  by  the  act  of  last 
session,  were  made  indispensable  prerequisites  to  l>erj 
admission  into  the  Union;  and  that  the  proceedings  o^ 
the  second  convention -were  the  clearly  expressed  vte«si 
of  the  majority  of  the  people  of  thai  State.  ■ 

Mr.  HARDIN  replied  at  great  length,  insisting:  t^!l^ 
the  movements  in  the  second  convention  w^re  revolu- 
tionary in  their  character  and  tendency;  that,  under  tlw 
proceedingsof  that  convention,  Michigan  could  no%  con 
stittitionally,  be  admit trd  into  the  Union,  and  that  shQ 
should  not  be  admitted  until  a  convention,  held  by  S(at«^ 
authority,  had  acceded  to  the  terms  which  Congress  \ii4 
presented.  *  I 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  obtained  the  floor,  and  movi<l 
that  the  House  adjuurn;  but  withdrew  the  motion,  anf?,| 
on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  THOMA^S,  moved  that  thd 
bill  be  made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrov  ^ 

Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY  asked  for  the  yeas  and  ni}l 
on  thr4t  motion. 

Mr.  MERCER  moved  that  the  House  adjourn;  whcll 
motion  prevailed;  and 

The  House  adjourned. 
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Fbida^  Jahuabt  20. 
MILEAGE  OF  MEMBERS. 

T)i«  House  then  took  up  the  following^  resolution,  sub- 
mi! 'rd  on  ft  Tormer  dsy  by  Mr.  UvnvBwoon: 

**  Resolved,  That  the  Sergeant-at-ftrms  be  directed  to 
lay  before  this  House  a  statement  showing  the  mileaj^e 
claimed  and  the  sums  paid  therefor  to  the  members  of 
this  House  and  the  delegates  from  the  Territories,  respect- 
iTcly,  during  the  last  and  present  session  of  Congress; 
tnd  that  be  also  procure  and  lay  before  th^s  House  a  sim- 
ilar statement  in  regard  to  the  Senators  in  Congress." 

Mr.  Boo3f  had  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  resolution 
that  part  relating  to  the  mileage  of  the  Senators  of  the 
United  States. 

The  question  pending  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bou!v  to 
Itf  the  remlutton  on  the  table;  and  on  this  motion  Mr. 
CtAie  had  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays^  which  were  or- 
dered. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  decided  in  the  nrg- 
stive:  Yeas  40,  nays  126.  And  the  question  recurring 
upr>n  the  amendment  of  .Mr.  Boon,  it  was  rejected: 
Yeu  58,  nays  not  counted. 

Mr.  ADAMS  thought  that  the  greatest  respect  was 
due  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States;  he  would  sug- 
gest therefore,  that  the  Clerk  of  tlie  llousg  was  a  more 
appropriate  officer  to  procure  this  information  than  the 
Ser}^nt.at-arms. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  thereupon  modified  hi^  resolu- 
tion by  inserting  the  word  ••  Clerk,"  instead  of  •*  Ser- 
geantHit-arms." 

Mr.  CLAIBORNE,  of  Mississippi,  sent  the  following 
ifnendment  to  the  Chair: 

**  And  he  it  further  resolved.  That  a  select  committee 
of  five  be  appointed,  with  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
pipers,  to  inquire  into  and  report  to  this  House  what 
(kduction,  if  any,  I  be  melnbers  of  the  House  of  Kepre- 
scn'ati?es  ha?e  made  in  their  accounts  for  per  diem  com- 
pensation wtien  absent  in  attendance  on  the  Supreme 
f'-^'irt  or  the  United  States,  or  on  the  courts  of  adjacent 
Suie»,  or  on  their  own  private  buniness  elsewhere." 

Before  the  queattou  was  put,  Mr.  CLAIUORNE  said 
Ibat,  ptrsonally,  he  cared  nothing  for  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution  submitted  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentuc- 
)(7i  [Hr.  UsDERWooD.]  He  was  as  able  to  bear  its 
p*e«Mire»sany  other  man;  but  he  protested'against  the 
inpiitatioo  which  it  seemed  to  cast  Hpon  many  members 
ot  ittis  body.  Sir,  I  charge  my  mileage  by  the  river 
foute,  as  being  the  way  usually  travelled  to  the  seat  of 
Girerament,  upon  a  principle  sanctioned  by  a  distin- 
fui^Hed  gentleman,  (Mr.  Clay,)  when  he  occupied  that 
chair,  and  by  every  Speaker  who  has  succeeded  him. 
When  my  deceased  colleague  (Gfneral  Dickson)  and 
nywlfsrrived  here  last  winter,  we  were  ignorant  of  the 
i^lr.  lie  inquired,  looked  at  the  record,  and  found 
'lut  our  predecessors  had  charged  by  the  river. route — 
the  only  one  ever  travelled;  that  the  members  from  Lou. 
»i»na  and  other  States  bad  adopted  the  same  practice 
for  years;  that  it  was  sustained  here  by  official  decisions, 
»'»"]  we  charged  accordingly. 

Sir,  for  our  privations,  fatigue,  and  exposure,  on  our 
*4y  hither,  no  money  can  compensate  us.  We  were 
tCf.bound  in  the  Ohio  for  dayp,  and  detained  week  after 
*tck  for  want  of  a  con»eyance.  My  colleague  6unk 
on«ltr  i(i  effects,  and  I  have  nev<'r  recovered  (rom  it. 
S>r,  print  these  facts  in  your  resolutions;  publish  them 
in  Koman  capitals,  and  send  an  electioneering  handbill  to 
^^^  plantation  in  Mississippi.  Tell  my  constituents 
that  you,  who  refused  time  afier  lime  to  grant  them  re- 
»«f— to  gire  them  the  poor  privilege  of  pre-emption  to 
porchase  their  hard-earned  homes;  that  you,  vi  ho  have 
•Monopolized  all  the  public  treasure;  that  you,  who  tax 
'^  labor  and  industry  with  a  high  tariff,  and  then  dia- 


tribute  out  the  proceeds  by  millions  to  yourselves,  and  a 
few  pitiful  thousands  to  us;  that  you  btlteve  that  their 
representatives  are  paid  too  much  for  travelling  to  the 
seat  of  Government!  Sir,  do  you  think  they  will  dis- 
turb the  honored  ashes  of  the  dead,  to  pronounce  a  ver- 
dict against  him?  If  my  colleague  lived,  if  he  could  be 
revived,  to  reocrupy  that  ^till  vacant  seat,  he  would  re- 
buke you  Th  language  tha!  I  cannot  imitate.  Thank 
God,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  represent  a  liberal  and  a  generous 
people;  none  of  your  superannuated  districts,  where  eve- 
ry thing  is  in  its  dotage;  where  >ou  gloat  upon  a  dollar, 
and  starve  upon  the  memory  of  a  prosperity  that  is  past. 
We  have  no  16r<lly  proprietors  and  fawning  vassals 
among  us;  no  miserable,  hatf-ffd  wretches  mourning 
over  the  vestigts  of  colonial  affluence  and  bondage. 
Ours  is  a  young  and  thriving  country;  mine  a  people  lib- 
eral to  a  fault,  prodigal  in  their  benevolence,  and  who 
will  never  ston^to  inquire  wheflier  their  representatives 
are  p.iid  one  hundred  or  one  thousand  dollars,  ^ir,  we 
make  no  money  here;  not  one  man  from  the  planting 
States  carries  home  with  him  a  cent.  We  do  not  come 
here  to  hoard  up  fortunes  and  save  p'cayunes. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  people  of  the  South  are  a  travelling 
people.  Your  public  places,  from  Virginia  to  Saratoga, 
are  crowded  with  the  citizens  of  Mississippi  and  Louisi- 
ana every  season;  and  out  of  ten  thousmd  who  lea^c 
home,  probably  not  one  hundred  travel  by  land.  Our 
rnad<*,  in  fact,  in  the  winter  and  spring,  are  impassable. 
We  have  no  stages  there;  and  I  myself  was  twelve  hours 
travelling  twenty  miles  on  hoiscback,  on  my  way  last 
year  to  this  city — such  was  the  condition  of  our  roads. 

Sir,  f  repeat  it,  the  passage  of  this  resolution  would 
not  affect  me  personally;  but  I  protest  against  its  in- 
jurious operation  upon  others  in  the  distant  States.  It 
Wfiuld  completely  change  the  representation  in  this 
House,  ft  would  cut  offhand  exclude  every  man  in  mod- 
erate circumstances  in  the  States  to  which  I  reftr. 
Many  of  our  public  men  are  poor.  The  public  men  in 
the  old  Slates  are,  geneially,  men  of  fortune^  and  able 
to  live  here  upon  their  own  incomes.  But  we  have  no 
family  influence  in  the  new  States;  no  hereditary  repre- 
sentation; no  descent  of  office  from  one  generation  to 
another;  and  the  majority  of  our  legislators,  here  and  at 
home,  are  young  men,  without  fortiine»,  who  have  risen 
by  their  own  exertions.  Sir,  I  will  vote  fur  no  measure 
[  that  will  have  the  most  remote  tendency  to  check  the 
I  a«p':rations  or  cripple  the  energies  of  those  who  have  no 
,  fttrtune  to  depend  upon.  ( will  not  consent  to  create  an 
i  aristocracy.h^rc,  or  to  fill  this  hall  exclusively  with  rich 
manufacturers  or  purse-proud  nabobs.  Let  it  remain  in 
the  power  of  all  to  cone  here,  who  have  the  industry, 
or  the  talent,  or  the  merit,  to  viin  their  way,  whether 
they  be  rich  or  poor. 

In  relation  to  the  amendment,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  right 
that  I  stiouhl  say  it  is  aimed  at  no  particular  individual. 
I  have  heard  much,  but  my  curiosity  has  never  led  me 
to  inquire  after  names.  I  would  scorn  to  examine  the 
accftunts  of  gentlemen;  that  I  leave  to  those  who  choose 
to  do  so,  and  believe  it  is  their  duty.  I  will  never  at- 
tempt to  win  my  way  to  fame  or  popularity  by  any  le- 
g  uUtion  intended  to  injure  others.  But  while  I  intend 
nothing  persona*,  I  mun  insist  upon  the  cquiiy of  the  ir- 
vebtigation  proposed  in  my  am^ndm(•nt.  It  is  notoriutis 
ttiitt  genttemrn  in  l>«-'tli  branclif  s  of  Congress  do  absent 
themselves  without  leave,  (or  days  and  weeks.  They 
go  to  Philadelphia,  New  Jersey,  Mttryland,  Virjrinia,  and 
elsewhere,  to  attend  the  courts.  What  deductions  have 
been  made  in  their  accounts?  They  attend  the  Su- 
preme Court  in  this  city.  Yes,  sir!  the  \ery  men  who 
are  voting  lor  this  ad  coptandum;^ yhiB  popularity-hunting 
j*esoIutiun,  go  there  day  after  day  upon  professional  busi- 
ness. Sir,  do  we  go  there?  Do  we  pocket  large  fees 
for  court  service?,  when  we  are  sent  hire  to  strve  the 
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people?  No,  sir,  not  a  man  of  us.  Not  one  that  this 
resolution  is  intended  to  prostrate  ever  leaves  his  seat 
here  to  receive  fees  in  the  courts  of  law;  we  leave  that 
to  those  distinguished  gentlemen  who  are  so  much  alarm- 
ed about  this  miserable  mileage.  While  they  are  ma- 
king thousands  out  uf  this  House,  or  feasting  at  some 
splendid  mansion,  we  are  industriously — perhaps  un* 
profitably — attending  to  ottr  duties  here.  Sir,  we  will 
not  shrink  from  this  investigation;  we  challenge  it;  let 
us  have  the  syes  and  noes  on  my  amendment,  and  on 
another  to  be  proposed  by  my  friend  from  Arkansas, 
[Mr.  Yell.]  In  the  vernacular  tongue  of  the  West, 
•*  give  us  a  fair  shake,"  and  we  will  balance  accounts 
with  you.  We  will  leave  it  to  the  people  to  decide  who 
arc  most  censurable — the  members  from  the  new  States 
who  charge  by  the  route  that  every  one  travels — by  the 
only  route  that  can  be  travelled — who  charge  according 
to  immemoral  usage,  and  by  the  official#anction  of  offi- 
cers acting  under  oath — or  those  who  leave  this  House, 
day  after  day,  and  the  service  of  their  constituents,  to 
practice  law  for  extravagant  fees. 

Mr.   YELL  sent  the  following  amendment   to  the 
Chair: 

**  And  that  said  committee  be  instructed  lu  inquire 
into  the  expediency  uf  providing  by  law  for  reducing 
the  compensation  alluwtd  to  members  of  Congress  to 
s?^  dollars  per  diem;  and  aUo  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  by  law  for  the  rcinoval  of  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  to  some  point  on  the  Ohio  or 
Mississippi  river,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January, 
1840." 

Mr.  YELL  took  the  floor,  and  said  that  it  was  obvious 
that  the  original  resolution  was  intended  to  throw  cen- 
sure upon  the  members  coming  from  the  disUnt  West, 
although  it  has  not  the  boldness,  the  candor,  the  manli- 
ness, to  avow  such  intention.  For  one,  he  was  willing 
to  admit  thnt  he  charged  by  the  river  route,  under  the 
authority  of  a  distinguished  predecessor  (Mr.  Clay)  of 
yours,  Mr.  Speaker,  under  your  authority,  and  that  of 
your  predecessor,  and  under  the  example  of  a  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Sevier)  as  scrupulous,  as  honest,  and  as  hon- 
orable, as  any  one  on  this  floor,  however  immaculate 
they  may  wish  to  appear.  He  charged  only  for  the  dis- 
tance he  travelled,  and  that  distance  was  accurately  es- 
timated, nut  mere  guess  work.  Sir,  let  gentlemen  look 
at  home;  Itt  them  pluck  the  mote  out  of  their  own  eye; 
let  them  cut  down  their  own  compensation  to  six  dollars 
per  day;  and  then  attend  to  the  duties  of  the  House  in- 
stead of  travelling  off  during  the  continuance  of  the  ses- 
sion, to  practice  law,  or  riot  in  luxury  on  their  splendid 
estates.  He  was  disposed  to  te&t  the  sincerity  of  gen- 
tlemen. Let  them  stand  up  before  the  country,  and 
vote  for  his  amendment,  and  for  the  salutary  proposition 
submitted  by  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi,  whose  ad- 
dress has  just  produced  so  much  sensation  in  the  House. 
Let  there  be  no  skulking,  but  give  us  an  unequivocal 
vote  by  ayi  s  and  noes. 

Sir,  wh.y  is  this  war  upon  the  West?  What  new  po- 
litical  evolution  is  to  be  made?  Who  does  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  propose  to  affect'  It  is  strange, 
hir,  very  strange,  that  this  proposition  should  ema- 
nate from  a  party  opposed  hereiofore  to  retrenchment 
and  an  economical  administration  of  the  Government;  a 
party  that  had  endeavored  to  thwart  General  Jackson's 
administration^  from  its  very  organization,  in  all  its  salu- 
tary measures;  a  party  that  relics  upon  lalitudinarian 
constructions  alone  to  justify  their  extraordinary  as- 
sumptions when  in  power.  S>r,  this  their  veil  of  gossa- 
mer will  be  stripped  away,  and  the  people  of  the  We^t 
will  see  in  it  only  an  ignis  fatuus,  an  artifice  to  gull  and 
delude  them.  If  they  were  sincere,  let  them  vole  for  the 
proposition  uf  his  friend  from  Mssissippi;  let  them 
vote  for  the  amendment  now  submitted  by  himself}  let 


them  say  whether  they  will  favor  the  removal  of  the 
seat  of  Government  from  a  lateral  to  a  central  posilicn; 
from  a  poor,  exposed,  worn-out  country,  to  a  point 
central  to  the  great  interests  of  this  Union;  in  the 
midst  of  a  wealthy  and  improving  region,  surrounded  by 
a  population  as  brave,  as  patriotic,  as  any  in  the  universe. 

Mr.  Y.  addressed  the    House  at   length,  and   con- 
cluded by  urging  the  adoption  of  his  amendment. 

Mr.  UNDEUWOOD  observed  that  the  gentleman 
from  Arkansas  [Mr.  Ykll]  had  not  been  here  at  the  Ust 
session,  or  he  would  have  seen  that  he  (Mr.  U.)  had 
not  moved  in  this  subject  with  a  disposition  to  criminate 
any  of  his  brother  members  of  the  House;  but  that  lie 
had  done' so  with  the  full  conviction  that  some  legisU* 
tion  was  necessary.  The  keen  perspicuity  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Arkansas  seemed  to  discover  that  Mr.  U. 
intended  to  cast  reflections  and  offer  an  insult  to  thnse 
persons  who  had  charged  by  the  river  route.  Mr.  U. 
would  assure  the  gentleman  that  he  meant  no  sucb 
thing;  but  had  only  honestly  endeavored  to  bring  to  liie 
consideration  of  the  House  and  the  country  what  he 
believed  to  be  an  existing  evil,  and  one,  too,  which  lie 
considered  it  his  duty  to  endeavor  to  correct.  It  was  a 
notorious  fact,  not  to  be  denied,  that  a  large  portion  of 
the  members  of  the  House  from  the  South  and  West 
claimed  and  received  compensation  for  their  mileage  by 
the  river  roOte,  which  amounted  to  a  much  larger  sum 
than  that  charged  by  the  land  route;  and  gentlemen  justi- 
fied themselves  in  doing  so.  Now,  Mr.  U.  did  not  propose 
to  controvert  the  reasons  which  gentlemen  assigned  fur 
their  conduct,  nor  did  he  say  that  gentlemen  acted  cor- 
ruptly in  making  these  charges,  but  he  conscientiously 
believed  they  misconstrued  the  law  on  this  subject;  and, 
as  a  member  of  the  House,  he  considered  it  bis  du'y  tu 
endeavor  to  correct  what  he  conceived  a  misrepresenta- 
tion of  that  law.  The  act  fixing  the  compensation  of 
members  of  Congress  was  passed  at  a  time  when  there 
were  no  steamboats  on  the  Western  waters,  and  he  be- 
lieved it  was  now  wrong  for  gentlemen  to  charge 
by  these  circuitous  routes.  If,  however,  genlltmen 
could  reconcile  this  with  their  own  consciences,  he  hsd 
nothing  to  8i4y;  but  he  thought  they  ought  to  have  some 
uniform  rule  of  action  in  these  cases;  and,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  procuring  this  uniform  system,  he  had  moved  in 
this  matter,  and  made  these  exertions,  and  for  no  oihcr 
purpose  whatever. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  here  moved  that  the  House  pro- 
ceed to  the  orders  of  the  day;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Several  bills  from  the  Senate  were  then  taken  up. 
twice  r*  ad,  and  referred. 

The  House  took  up  the  bill  for  the  reliif  of 

N.  &  L.  DANA  &  CO. 

The  question  pending  was  on  the  engrossment  of  the 
bill. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  SMITH,  CAVK 
JOHNSt)N,  RKED,  PEARCE  of  Rhode  MamI, 
ROND,  CUSHING,  CAMBRELENG,  GIDEON  LEE. 
PHILLIPS,  and  CRAIG, 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  called  for  the  yeas  and  najs 
on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed;  which  were  order-i 
ed,  and  were:   Yeas  57,  nays  89.  j 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

After  acting  upon  some  other  bills. 

The  House  adjourned. 


Saturdat,  Jakuaiit  21. 

ATCHAFALAYA  RAILROAD. 

Mr,  LINCOLN,  from  (he  Committee  on  the  Public  | 
Lands,  reported  a  resolution  proposing  to  discharge  the  j 
Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  further  consideration  pf 
of  the  '*bill  granting  a  right  of  way  through  the  public! 
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hmisthe  Atcharalaya  Railroad  and  Bankings  Company}" 
vhich  was  concurred  in.  The  bill  haTinir  been  brouf^^ht 
into  the  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  LINCOLN,  was  taken 
op,  on  \\%  enfp>ossinent. 

Mr.  PARKS  had  the  aame  objection  to  the  pas^a^^e  of 
this  bill,  in  its  present  slatr,  which  he  had  to  all  other 
bills  of  this  kind;  which  was,  that  it  contained  no  pro- 
Tision  for  carrying  the  mails  of  the  United  States,  public 
jtores,  kc;  consequently,  these  corporations  charged 
iheGoTernment  an  extravagant  price  for  carrying  the 
mails.  Where  these  charters  were  granted  by  the 
States,  and  they  were  under  the  exclusive  juris^liction  of 
the  States,  the  Government  could  do  nothing  with  them; 
but,  where  they  go  through  the  public  lands,  he  held  il 
to  be  the  duty  of  Congress  to  provide  some  power  by 
vhidi'tbese  corporations  might  be  compelled  to  carry 
the  mails,  munitions  of  war.  See,  for  a  reasonable  com- 
pensation. It  might  be  necessary  (as,  for  instance,  in 
the  case  of  the  Seminole  war)  that  the  Government 
*oqW  transport  troops,  provisions,  and  munitions,  from 
one  point  to  another;  and,  unless  some  provision  was 
iwdc  by  the  Government  for  compelling  these  compa- 
nies to  carry  Government  property,  they  might  charge 
their  own  price,  or  even  refuse  to  carry  it.  He  there- 
fore moved  that  the  bill  be  committed  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  with  instructions  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  adding  a  section  providing 
for  carrying  the  mails  of  the  United  States  for  a  reason- 
able and  just  compensation. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS,  of  Illinois,  said  that  he  hoped  to  be 
excused  for  a  few  minutes,  while  he  would  explain  to 
!lie  House  the  unreasonable  grounds  of  opposition  to  the 
r&S9a|[e  of  this  bill.  He  condemned  the  practice  of  de- 
tiin'ng  the  House  a  long  time  on  small  matters;  but  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Parks,]  to 
refer  this  bill  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  an4 
Post  Roads,  was  in  itself  so  decidedly  repugnant  to  his 
[Mr.  R'«)  notions  of  propriety  and  justice  to  the  new 
State?,  that  he  could  not  remain  silent  and  at  his  ease 
«hen  such  a  question  was  under  discussion.  The  gen- 
tleman vanted  the  company  to  be  charged  with  the  car- 
0>n^the  United  States  mail,  and  other  services  to  the 
Oovemmcnt;  and  for  what?  For  the  simple  right  of 
»n--8ay  a  few  feet  of  land  on  each  side  of  the  railroad. 
"^M  is  the  consideration  on  the  part  of  the  Government, 
h Ibis  a  reasonable  consideration^  Is  this  such  consid' 
^'^tJon  as  the  gentleman  would  have  exacted  in  a  private 
c^^niract?    Mr.  R.  hoped  not. 

Such  |»Teat  and  national  improvements  were  not  only 
*Rreat  benefit  to  the  United  States  in  her  commercial 
transactions,  but,  in  fact,  enhanced  the  price  of  the  pub- 
I"*  lands  to  a  vast  extent;  the  Government  was  making 
Djore  by  this  improvement  than  the  company;  thousands 
Jiaollirs  more  would  be  realized  to  the  Treasury  of  the 
i-mtcd  States,  by  the  operation,  than  would  be  if  the 
CTantry  were  permitted  to  remain  in  its  present  unim- 
P'oved  state.  Yet,  with  all  this  advantage  to  the  Gov- 
*^nment,  the  gentleman  wanted  to  clog  and  encumber 
'ne  improvement  with  more  burdens.  This  seems  like 
hr**^*'*^  hostility  to  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the 
"fMern  section  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  H.  observed  that  these  great  and  laudable  im- 
provements are  not  only  a  great  advantage  to  the  United 
•**'«,  but  an  honor  to  the  country,  and  should  receive 
»'om  the  bands  of  Congress  all  the  fostering  care  that  is 
^mpatiblc  with  the  rights  and  interests  of  other  sections 
J^i  the  nation.      The  railroad   from  Charleston,  South 

'folina,  is  one  of  these  stupendous  works  of  improve- 
^^\  which  we  all  ought  to  hail  as  an  honor  to  our 
''>'n'non  country.     No  unnecessary  impediment  ahould 

**  placed  in  its  march  to  completion  and  perfection. 

^*f-  R.  said  the  same  observations  would  apply  to  the 
'^P^'vement  in  the  State  of  Illinois.     A  company  had 


been  chartered  to  construct  a  railroad  four  or  five  hun« 
drcd  miles  in  length,  through  the  centre  of  that  State, 
extending  from  the  termination  of  the  canal  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Ohio.  Should  such  notions  and  objections  pre- 
vail as  gentlemen  urge,  this  great  and  national  work 
must  wither  and  die.  This  is  the  inevitable  consequence. 
These  companies  are  like  all  others  of  mankind;  they 
will  not  do  a  great  deal  for  nothing.  Load  them  down, 
and  our  country  is  not  improved.  If  the  United  States 
gave  this  company  lands  by  which  the  road  was  to  be 
made,  it  might  be  right  to  ask  something  from  the  com- 
pany in  consideration  of  the  same.  If  the  Government 
even  granted  a  right  of  pre-emption  to  a  part  of  the 
land  over  which  the  road  would  pass,  a  consideration 
with  more  reason  might  be  demanded.  But  this  is  not 
the  case.  This  company  asks  nothing  but  a  small  slip 
of  land,  not  to  die  on,  but  to  live  on.  Mr.  R.  hoped 
the  gentleman's  motion  would  not  prevail,  but  that  the 
bill  would  be  passed  into  a  law,  which  would  be  ser- 
viceable to  the  Government,  and  the  people  also. 

Mr.  PARKS  was  sorry  the  gentleman  from  Illinois 
should  have  become  disturbed  on  this  subject,  by  the 
simple  proposition  of  referring  it  to  a  committee,  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  adding  a  provision  which 
Mr.  P.  considered  right  and  proper.  The  gentleman 
had  said  that  this  provision  would  be  requiring  these  cor- 
porations to  carry  your  mails  for  nothing.  This  was  not 
the  case;  the  provision  simply  asked  them  to  carry  the 
mails  for  a  liberal  and  just  consideration.  As  to  the  idea 
which  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  advanced,  that  Mr.  P. 
held  any  enmity  to  the  interests  of  the  Western  country, 
he  must  tell  the  gentleman  that  he  knew  no  more  about 
it  than  the  man  in  the  moon.  The  gentleman  made 
charges  against  Mr.  F.  which  were  nut  justified  by  the 
facts;  and  he  hoped  the  gentleman  would  forbear  from 
setting  him  down  as  opposed  to  the  interests  of  the  West, 
until  some  subject  came  up  which  would  make  it  more 
apparent  than  the  present  that  he  had  any  hostile  feel- 
ings towards  the  West. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  said  this  bill  had  been  introduced  fur 
the  purpose  of  getting  a  great  public  improvement  com- 
pleted. There  was  no  preemption  granted  them,  but 
they  were  merely  granted  the  privilege  of  locating  their 
road  on  the  public  lands.  The  company  had  asked  for 
one  hundred  and  sixty  feet  in  width,  but  the  committee 
had  cut  it  down  to  one  hundred  feet,  therefore,  they 
thought  it  no  more  than  reasonable  to  grant  them  this 
right  of  location.  In  regard  to  the  motion  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maine,  [\lr.  Parks,]  it  seemed  to  him 
(Mr.  L.)  that  it  imposed  an  invidious  distinction  between 
the  rights  of  this  corporation  and  those  granted  to  other 
corporations.  No  longer  ago  than  yesterday,  there  were 
two  bills  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  containing  the  fame 
provisions  as  this  bill,  without  objection  from  the  gentle- 
man from  Maine,  or  any  other  gentleman.  There  had 
been  many  bills  passed  containing  similar  provisions,  and 
he  saw  no  reason  why  they  should  place  restrictions  on 
this  corporation  which  they  bad  not  imposed  upon  other 
companies.  He  would  call  to  the  attention  of  the  gentle- 
man the  fact  that  there  was  a  provision  requiring  these 
corporations  to  transport  troops  and  munitions  in  time  of 
war;  and  not  only  that,  but  the  Government  had  the  right 
to  take  the  road,  the  engines*  and  all  the  fixtures,  and  con- 
vert them  to  its  own  use;  and,  in  regard  to  the  transport- 
ation of  the  mails  on  these  roads,  he  considered  that  in 
a  short  time  they  would  find  it  to  their  interest  to  carry 
them;  and  he  had  no  doubt  but  that  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  mail  would  be  sought  for  by  these  corpora- 
tions. 

Mr.  PARKS  remarked  that  he  was  not  aware  that  any 
bills  had  been  engrossed  on  yesterday  uf  the  nature  of 
the  one  now  before  the  House.  If  it  was  so,  and  he  had 
it  in  his  power  when  they  cume  up  on  their  third  rr ad- 
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ing^,  be  would  have  them  amended  as  he  proposed  to 
amend  this  bill. 

Mr.  MERCRR  8iigf|rei»ted  that  an  arrangemrnt  mi|^ht 
be  made  whh  these  companies  by  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Rtiada. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  was  Tavorable  to  the  amendment  pro- 
posed  by  the  (gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Parks,]  but 
he  did  not  think  it  necessar)'  to  f^o  into  details  at  this 
stage  oF  the  bill.  Me  perfectly  concurred  in  the  views 
of  tint  gentleman,  that  it  was  proper  to  begin  with  some 
restrictions  of  this  kind.  In  relation  to  the  suggestion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Mbrcxr,]  that  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  might 
make  some  general  arrangement  with  these  corporations, 
he  considered  it  fallacious.  When  these  corporations 
once  got  privileges  granted  to  them,  it  was  impossible 
for  committees  of  this  House  to  mike  any  arrangement 
with  them,  unless  it  was  made  on  their  own  terms.  We 
have  seen  already  the  evili  arising  from  granting  these 
unlimited  privileges;  we  can  now  scarcely  get  our  mails 
carried  upon  these  roads,  when,  if  we  had  taken  them 
in  time,  we  might  have  hrnught  them  to  our  own  terms. 
From  day  to  day,  in  this  House,  we  are  pointed  to  prece- 
dents and  examples;  and  it  is  said  now,  that  because  we 
have  granted  other  railroads  the  privilege  of  locating  on 
the  public  lands  without  any  restriction,  thjtt  we  should 
do  the  same  with  this  company.  He  would  submit  it  to 
the  House,  however,  whether,  because  they  had  once 
done  wrong,  they  must  continue  to  do  wrong.  They 
now  had  the  power  of  imposing  a  provision  of  (his  kind, 
and  now  was  the  accepted  time.  Let  these  corporations 
carry  the  mail  at  the  same  rate  they  carried  other  pro- 
duce or  property;  or,  if  the  ri«k  was  greater  than  on  other 
property,  pay  them  more;  but  let  them  be  confined  to 
something  like  a  reasonable  price.  It  was  necessary* 
for  something  of  this  kind  to  be- done,  because  experi- 
ence had  shown  that  these  corporations  would  not  carry 
the  mail  unl'Ss  they  were  paid  a  very  extravagant  price. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Louisiana,  made  a  brief  explana- 
tion in  reference  to  the  importance  of  the  passage  of 
this  bill  to  the  United  States,  opening,  as  it  would,  a 
va«t  body  of  the  finest  lands  in  the  State  of  L'luisiana. 
He  also  adverted  to  the  Fact  that,  unless  this  bill  were 
speedily  passed,  it  would  be  useleos  to  pass  it  at  all,  and 
entatl  ruin  upon  the  company.  The  charter  was  incor- 
porated, and  bear^  date  the  lOlh  of  March,  1835,  and  it 
was  made  compulsory  on  the  company  to  commence 
their  work  within  two  years  from  that  date,  or  forftrit 
their  charter.  Unless,  then,  this  bill  passed  soon,  it 
would  be  inoperative.  The  company  were  ready  to  pro- 
ceed, had  gone  on  to  m!Vke  contracts  and  prepare  ma- 
terials as  they  did  last  year. 

At  the  last  sension  of  Congress  it  passed  the  Senate 
without  (he  slightest  hesitation;  but  on  referring  it  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  that  committee,  conceiving 
the  company  j'lstly  merited  some  return  for  (he  advan- 
(ages  about  to  accrue  to  the  United  States  in  conse- 
quence of  their  Lbors,  reported  the  bill  back  with  an 
amen-iment,  giving  them  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  al- 
ternate secfhms  along  the  line  of  the  road.  In  conse- 
quence of  th«t  amendment  the  bill  was  then  lost,  and 
the  orip;inal  bill  was  now  revived,  merely  giving  them 
the  right  of  way  to  the  extent  of  one  hundred  feet  in 
widMi. 

Mr.  G.  farther  explained,  that  under  no  circumstances 
did  the  company  anticipate  a  profitable  return  from  the 
railroad,  for  its  construction  was  imposed  upon  them  as 
a  bonus  for  their  bank  charter;  and,  so  far  from  being  a 
benefit,  would  be  a  heavy  charge.  Under  these  circttm- 
stonces,  therefore,  he  did  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  would  not  insist  upon  his  motion  to  send  the  hill 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office,  since  it  would  lead 
to  the  inevituble  loss  of  the  bill. 


Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  also  opposed  the  amend- 
m^nt,  on  the  same  ground  as  his  colleague.  He  descri- 
bed the  character  of  the  country  through  which  the  rotd 
was  designed  to  pass,  which  was  overflown  every  sprinf^i 
but  it  would  pass  a  body  oC  land,  now  inaccessible,  tliit 
would  bring  millions  into  the  Treasury.  lie  exprenetl 
his  surprise  that  there  should  be  a  solitary  objection  to 
the  bill. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Parks  was  disagreed  to  without  i 
count. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MERCER,  the  bill  was  so^ amended 
as  to  give  the  company  "eighty"  instead  of  *' one  hun- 
dred" feet;  and  it  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading  or  Monday  next. 

THE  MINT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  OWENS,  the  Committee  tf  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  was  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  **btll  to  amend  the  ict 
establishing  branches  of  the  United  States  mint,"  snl 
the  same  was  brought  into  the  House. 

Mr.  O^VENS  explained  that  the  bill  related  to  the  ci- 
tablishment  of  branches  of  the  mint  at  New  OrleinSf 
Charlotte,  in  North  Carolina,  and  Dahlo^f  ga,  in  Georgii. 
These  several  branches  were  now  ready  to  ^o  into  ope- 
ration, and  the  director  of  the  mint  was  anxious  for  il; 
but,  until  the  bill  under  consideration  passed,  the  Presi- 
dent could  not  appoint  the  necessary  officers. 

The  bill  was  then  read,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading  on  Monday  next. 

I'he  House  took  up  the  bill  fur  the  relief  of 

EfiENEZER  BREED. 

This  bill  proposes  to  return  to  the  memorittlist  (be  | 
amount  of  dutiea  paid  on  a  quantity  of  wine  imported 
into  the  district  or  Boston,  in  August,  1829,  which  »aI 
placed  in  a  storehouse,  by  order  and  under  the  direc* 
tion  of  the  collector,  under  bond,  which  was  given  ii 
the  usu^l  form  in  such  cases,  without  surety  for  tlic  du*  | 
lies;  which  wine,  with  other  property  of  the  mcmoriaI.»tt 
was  destroyed  by  fire,  while  in  the  possession  and  under 
the  key  of  the  Government. 

Thb  question  pending  was  on  the  engrossment  of  ilie 
bill. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs  LAWRENCK»  CAVE 
JOHNSON,  INGERSOLL,  PEARCE  of  Rhode  MM 
CAMBREI.ENG,  PAUKEU,  CUSHING,  GIDEON 
LKK,  HARPER,  PHILUPS,  and  ADAMS, 

Mr.  DUNLAP  moved  the  previous  questi«  nj  whkV 
was  sec(»ndcd  by  the  House:  Yeas  99,  nays  not  counsed. 

The  main  question  was  then  ordered  to  be  put,  wLen 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  called  for  the  yeas  snd  na)9 
on  the  main  question,  (which  was  on  the  engrossment 
of  the  bill;)  which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  6r» 
nays  65.  I 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  rtad  s 
third  time. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  spent  in  the  considera- 
tion of  private  bills. 


MoNDAT,  Jahuart  23. 

ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY. 
When  the  reading  of  the  journal  had  been  cnnclmlet', 
The  SPEAKER  announced  that  the  unfinislied  bits»- 
riess  was  the  petition  presented  on  Monday  hM,  by  tt*^ 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Cvsoixg.]  frum 
the  merchants  of  Boston,  praying  the  interference  of  H  e 
Government  of  the  United  StKtes  in  relation  to  unne- 
cessary quarantine  imposed  on  American  vessels  b)  tlit 
Danifih  Government  at  Elsineur. 

Mr.  ADAMS  rose  to  a  point  of  order.     A  ques'Ion 
was  undecided  on  a  petition  presented  by  himself,  tl>'* 
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AhoUtion  of  Siavery, 


[H.  Of  R. 


dty  foftmght,  ffoni  eertain  inhabitants  of  Dover,  in  the 
eoairtjr  of  Norfolk.  State  of  Mauachuaettf,  praying:  for 
the  ibolirioa  of  sltvery  and  the  slave  trade  in'the  Dis> 
trictofCokiinbia.  The  sobjeet  came  up  last  Monday. 
(a  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Btvum]  bein^ 
entitled  to  the  6oor.)  but  was  postponed  until  this  day. 
At  the  time  of  its  postponement  the  question  on  the  re- 
cepGon  of  the  petition  was  undecided,  and  the  gentle- 
nun  from  North  Carolina  was  in  the  midst  of  an  argu- 
ment in  opposition  to  its  reception.  Mr.  A.  inquired 
vbetber  this  subject  was  not  entitled  to  precedence. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that,  strictly  speaking,  probably  it 
VIS;  but  that,  by  a  subsequent  order  of  the  House,  that 
petition  bad  been  disposed  of.  It  had  been  laid  on  the 
table  by  a  resolution  adopted  since  the  petition  was  pre- 
Knted. 

Mr.  ADAMS  inquired  whether  the  Speaker  consider- 
ed tbat  tbe  question  pending  on  the  petition  had  been 
decided. 

Tbe  SPEAKER  nid  he  felt  himself  constrained  by 
the  terms  of  the  resolution  so  to  decide. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  that  the  resolution  might  be  read. 

llie  resolution,  which  is  in  the  following  term*,  was 
Kcordtn^ly  read: 

"  Raokid,  That  all  petitions,  memorials,  resolutions, 
propositions,  or  papers,  relating  in  any  way  or  to  any 
extent  whatever  to  the  subject  of  slavery,  or  the  aboli- 
tion of  iIsTery,  shall*  without  being  either  printed  or  re- 
ftrred,  be  Uid  on  the  table,  and  that  no  further  action 
whatever  ihaltbe  had  thereon  .'* 

Tbe  SPEAKER  said  it  was  his  opinion  that  this  reso- 
htion  embraced  every  possible  case  that  could  arise. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  wished  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
to  be  entered  on  the  journal.  The  question  he  made 
vu,  whether  tbat  reflolutton  did,  in  fact,  cut  off,  root  and 
t^rinch,  debate  on  another  subiect  which  was  under  con* 
iidentiofi  at  the  time  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Tbe  SPEAKER  said  that,  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
?K»i  a  resolution  of  this  character  was  adopted,  antici- 
pating the  action  of  the  House  on  this  class  of  petitions. 
The  Chair  had  given  to  that  resolution  the  most  liberal 
cooitruction,  and  bad  been  disposed  to  entertain  the 
question  of  reception.  An  appeal  was  tsken,  and  the 
Houie  bad  given  a  different  construction  from  that  of 
(be  Speaker.  In  pursuance  of  this  decision  of  the  House, 
^  Speaker  felt  himself  compelled  to  make  the  decis- 
'^  he  had  now  made.  The  decision  now  given,  how- 
ever, could  be  entered  on  the  journal. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  that  this  decision  changed  the  order 
<^tbe  business  of  the  House;  it  suspended  and  ahered 
(he  rules  of  the  House.  The  resolution  was  not  intro- 
duced in  the  form  required  for  all  resolutions  changing 
^  copending  the  rulel  of  tbe  House.  Every  such  reso- 
l«tion  required  one  day's  iioticet  but  this  resolution  bad 
^Q  offered  without  notice. '  l*he  rule  also  required 
^  vote  of  a  majority  of  two  thirds  to  change  the  order 
of  business;  this  resolution  had  not  been  carried  by  a 
»ote  of  two  thirds. 

Ilie  SPEAKER  said  that,  in  both  respects,  the  very 
BSe  thing  had  occurred  at  the  last  session  of  Congress; 
^>d  the  Chair  was  of  opinion  that  this  was  not  a 
^nge  in  the  order  of  business.  Petitions  were  pre- 
Kot^  in  the  same  way,  and  at  the  same  time,  as  though 
tbe  resolution  had  not  passed.  But  the  House,  in  sdopt- 
^^t  tbe  resolution,  had  determined  what  disposition 
tbould  be  made  of  a  particular  class  of  business.  The 
"^  of  the  reception,  or  the  time  of  presentation  of 
these  petitions,  had  not  been  changed. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  that  the  question  on  the  reception 
^  the  petition  waa,  on  bis  coming  to  the  House  this 
Corning,  %  part  of  the  unfinished  business  of  a  former  day. 
^[heruleof  the  House,  as  he  understood  it,  was,  th»t, 
^oa  Hoodsy  to  Monday,  the  unfinished  business  should 
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be  first  taken  up.  ft  waa  a  part  of  the  general  rule  of 
the  House  to  the  same  effect.  The  Speaker  now,  as  it 
appeared  to  him,  (Mr.  A.,)  changed  that  rule  by  de* 
ciding  that  thia  suspended  business  should  not  be  taken 
up,  because  it  hsd,  in  the  interval,  been  decided  that 
the  petition  was  thrown  out  of  the  House  by  a  resolution 
adopted  since  that  petition  was  offered — a  resolution 
adopted  without  a  day's  notice,  snd  without  the  votes  of 
a  msjority  of  two  thirds  of  the  members.  If  this  did  not 
change  the  order  of  business,  he  (Mr.  A.)  did  not  know 
what  did.  So  completely  was  this  petition  a  part  of  the 
unfinished  business  when  the  House  adjourned  on  the 
previous  Monday,  that  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina [Mr.  Btwux]  was  cut  off  in  the  yery  midst  of  his 
argument  against  the  reception  of  the  petition;  and  now 
he  (Mr.  A.)  was  told  that  the  unfinished  business  bad 
been,  in  the  interval,  decided;  not  by  itself,  not  by  any 
debate  on  its  own  merits,  but  by  another  resolution  of  a 
different  chsracter,  introduced  without  notice,  and  car- 
ried without  a  msjority  of  two  thirds.  He  wished  that 
the  decision  of  the  Speaker  might  be  msde  on  this  state- 
ment of  facts,  and  on  those  objections  made  by  him 
( Mr.  A .)  to  it.  He  intended  to  appeal  from  the  decision  of 
the  Speaker,  and  to  ask  for  the  judgment  of  the  House 
on  that  decision. 

The  SPEAKER  again  stated  the  question,  snd  the 
grounds  of  his  decision.  He  decided,  without  any  dif- 
ficulty, that  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  House  dispo« 
sed  of  all  propositions  whatsoever,  having  any  reference 
to  the  subject  of  slavery,  or  the  abolition  of  slavery,  and 
that  there  was  nothing  in  the  terms  of  that  resolution, 
taken  in  connexion  with  the  construction  given  to  a  sim- 
ilar order  at  tbe  laat  session  of  Congress,  that  would 
suthorise  h'im  to  pronounce  the  present  case  to  be  an 
exception  to  the  general  rule. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  wished  the  House  to  mark  one 
strong  difference  which  existed  between  this  and  other 
cases. 

The  resolution  which  had  been  read  related  to  the 
petitions  and  memorials  to  be  presented,  which,  by  the 
terms  of  that  resolution,  were  to  be  *'  Uid  on  the  tsble, 
without  being  printed  or  referred."  The  present  was 
a  petition  which  had  been  presented  prior  to  the  adop- 
tion of  that  resolution;  the  question  was  raised  on  Its 
reception,  and  on  that  question  of  reception  there  was  a 
debate  pending.  This  was  neither  *'a  paper,*'  nor  *'a 
memorial,"  nor  *<  a  resolution,"  to  be  presented;  it  was 
a  debate  pending  in  the  House.  The  decision  of  the 
House  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  had  no  application 
whatsoever  to  this  principle.  It  was  the  crushing  of  a 
debate  pending  in  the  House,  by  a  resolution  referring 
to  petitions  to  be  presented  in  future  in  relation  to  sla- 
very snd  the  slave  trade.  So  far  as  the  principle  wsa 
concerned,  it  wss  perfectly  immaterial  whether  this  pe- 
tition related  to  slavery  or  any  thing  else.  The  debate 
waa  pending,  and  the  question  was  an  undecided  ques« 
tion.  This  principle  went  to  the  suppression  of  all  de- 
bate, after  debate  had  once  been  commenced.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  consider  this  distinction  as  ex* 
istmg.  There  could  be  no  inconvenience  in  taking  the 
question  on  reception  at  this  time.  The  question  wss 
on  reception.  The  petition  was  under  the  control  of  the 
House  on  tbe  question  whether  it  should  be  received  or 
not;  and  that  question  could  not  be  decided  by  this  res- 
olution, which  had  been  subsequently  passed.  He 
wished,  therefore,  to  have  the  judgment  of  the  House; 
and  if  the  House  thought  tbat  debate  should  be  sup- 
pressed, so  be  it.* 

There  was  another  observation  Mr.  A.  would  submit. 
The  injustice  of  this  decision  was  made  apparent  by  a 
vote  on  another  petition  of  a  similar  character,  which  he 
had  presented  on  the  same  day  as  the  present.  The 
question  of  reception  was  then  entertained,  sod  tbe 


1427 


GALES  &  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


142C 


H.  OF  R.] 


Quarantine  at  Eiaineur, 


[Jah.  23,  1837. 


House,  by  a  vote  of  a  majority  of  nearly  (if  not  quite) 
two  thirds,  taken  by  yeiis  and  nays,  determinec)  that  the 
petition  should  be  received.  Immediately  afterwards, 
on  the  tame  day,  he  had  presented  another  petition, 
(alluding  to  the  petition  before  tlie  House;)  'he  ques- 
tion on  reception  was  raised,  and  upon  that  question 
three  gentlemen  were  heard  so  long  as  they  thought 
proper  to  speak;  and  another  gentleman,  [Mr.  Dtitum,] 
in  the  midst  of  his  upeech  Kgainst  the  reception,  was  cut 
off,  without  either  having  himself  a  chance  to  close  his 
remarks,  or  giving  any  other  member  a  chance  to  reply 
to  him;  so  that,  on  one  side,  that  was  to  say,  the  free 
side  of  the  question,  debate  was  absolutely  smothered. 
The  Speaker  had  heard,  with  perfect  complacency  and 
satisfaction,  every  gentleman  who  had  any  thing  to  say 
against  the  reception  of  the  petition,  but  would  hear 
nothing  in  favor  of  ir.  He  (Mr.  A.)  claimed  the  free- 
dom of  speech  in  this  House,  and  would  claim  it  as  long 
as  he  could  speak.  He  claimed  the  privilege  of  answer- 
ing, here,  the  gentlemen  who  asserted,  and  maintained 
by  argument,  that  these  petitions  should  not  he  received. 
He  did  not  doubt  that  this  question  would  come  up 
again,  and,  in  the  forward  progress  of  the  genius  of  sla- 
very, he  had  no  doubt  that  the  next  step  would  be  to 
refuse  to  receive  all  such  petitions  as  these.  All  the 
arguments  used  in  favor  of  the  suppression  of  debate  on 
this  subject,  by  previous  questions  and  motions  to  lay 
on  the  table,  which  admit  of  no  debate,  might  be  brought 
to  bear  with  equal  force  again&t  the  reception  of  these 
petitions  at  all;  since  it  was  no  better  than  mockery  to 
receive  petitions,  and  then  rtfu«e  to  hear  them  read; 
and,  for  aught  he  knew,  ere  long,  any  member  who 
should  dare  to  raise  his  voice  on  the  subject  of  the  abo- 
lition of  slavery  would  be  expelled  from  this  Hotise.  Sir, 
said  Mr.  A.,  I  am  ready  to  be  that  member,  whenever 
the  House  shall  come  to  that  decision. 

Mr.  PINCKNfiY  said  that  the  noise  in  the  hall  had 
been  so  great  that  he  bad  not  been  able  distinctly  to  hear 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  Mr. 
P.  inquired  of  the  Chair  whether  the  member  had  taken 
an  appeal  from  the  decision. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts had  appealed. 

Mr.  PINCRNEYsaid  that  this  question  had  been  fully 
discussed  and  finally  determined  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress.  H»  moved,  therefore,  the  previous  question 
on  the  appeal. 

And  the  House  seconded  the  call:  Yeas  99,  nays  not 
counted. 

Mr.  LAWRENCE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question  of  ordering  the  main  question;  which  were  or- 
dered, and  were:  Yeas  129,  nays  48. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  main  question 
should  now  be  taken. 

And  the  main  question,  **  Shall  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  Housed"  was  then 
taken  and  carried:  Yeas  145,  nays  32. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
should  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  House. 

QUARANTINE  AT  ELSINEUR. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  coAsideralion  of  the  pe- 
tition presented  by  Mr.  Cushino,  in  relation  to  the  quar- 
antine on  American  vessels  at  Elsineur. 

Mr.  CUSHIMG  sajd  that  the  memorial  which  he  had 
presented  complained  of  a  very  serious  grievance,  under 
which  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  United  States  has  for 
some  time  labored.  It  pressed  with  peculiar  severity 
on  bis  immediate  constituents;  in  consequence  of  which 
they  had  repeatedly,  both  verbally  and  in  writing,  call- 
ed his  attention  to  the  subject.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, he  did  not  feel  justified  in  allowing  the  memo- 
rial to  leaTe  his  hands  without  a  brief  explanation  of  its 


object,  and  of  the  disposition  he  proposed  to  make  of  it; 
which  explanation  he  would  give  in  the  fewest  posnblc 
words* 

He  said  it  was  known  to  the  House  that  the  Dani»(i 
islands  are  situated  at  the  entrance  of  tbe  Baltic  ses,  by 
means  of  which  Denmark  commands  to  a  certain  de* 
gree,  the  navigation  of  that  sea,  in  and  out,  owing  to  the 
narrowness  of  the  various  passages,  whether  between 
the  islands  themselves  or  between  the  islands  and  ihe 
mainland  of  Denmark  and  Sweden.  Tbe  Sound,  vhieh 
is  the  principal  of  these  passages,  is  guarded  by  the  cas* 
tie  of  Know  berg,  at  Elsineur,  which,  although  it  may 
be  passed  by  armed  ships,  as  happened  in  the  case  of 
the  English  attack  on  Copenhagen,  yet  is  amply  sufficient 
to  overawe  and  arrest  merchant  ves<ie1s.  In  fact,  Den- 
mark holds  the  keys  of  the  Baltic. 

Denmark  has  taken  advantage  of  this  fact,  foralonf; 
period,  to  lay  a  tribute  on  all  merchant  veasels  passinpup 
the  Baltic,  called  the  Sound  dues.  This  tribute  is  paid 
without  any  value  received  by  the  merchant.  It  is  not 
distinguishable  in  principle  from  the  tribute  forrofrly 
psid  to  the  Barbary  States.  It  is  a  gratuitous  exaction 
of  the  most  objectionable  character,  and  ought  not  lobe 
submitted  to  by  the  United  States  for  another  hour. 

Denmark  has  recently  taken  similar  advantage  of  h^r 
position,  to  subject  our  trade  to  another  impediment;  and 
that  is,  a  most  vexatious  quarantine.  Her  conduct  in 
this  respect  is,  it  is  understood,  countenanced  inadTcrt- 
ently  by  Russia,  in  consequence  of  the  fears  of  contaj^iun 
entertained  by  that  Power,  and  by  tbe  other  Powers 
whose  dominions  are  washed  by  the  Baltic 

Our  trade  with  Russia  is  highly  advantageous  to  both 
parties.  The  cause  of  it  is  this,  in  a  majority  of  instancrs; 
A  ship  sails  from  Boston,  for  example,  for  the  island  "f 
Cubs,  lays  in  a  cargo  of  stigar,  cnflee,  or  other  commod' 
ities  produced  in  America,  conveys  them  to  Russia,  and 
there  purchases  a  return  cargo  of  hemp,  sail-cloth,  iron) 
and  so  forth,  for  the  United  States,  in  addition  to  ves- 
sels with  miscellaneous  cargoes,  there  has  gone  up,  du- 
ring recent  years^  an  average  number  of  forty  Amer- 
ican merchantmen  of  the  first  class,  laden  with  sugir, 
carrying  2,500  boxes,  or  450  tons  each,  in  all  100,U)0 
boxes,  of  which  vessels  more  than  four  fifths  belong  to 
the  State  of  Massachusetts.  They  receive  a  freight  at 
the  rate  of  £3  10«.  for  the  whole  cargo,  or  £4  lOf.  lor 
two  thirds,  and  tbe  remainder  at  half  profits;  and  the 
House  could  judge,  from  theae  facta,  concerning  die 
value  of  the  commerce,  as  well  to  Russia  as  to  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

It  is  the  practice  in  the  Spanish  colonies  to  pack  up 
their  sugar  in  boxes,  strengthened  with  strips  of  rtv, 
hide.  The  Danes  stop  tbe  2iip  at  Elsineur,  compel  ber{ 
to  put  in  at  Kyholm,  Kansoe,  or  Copenhagen,  and  to  dii- 
charge  and  store  the  whole  cargo  for  purification,  or  to 
tear  off  the  hide  from  the  sugar-boxes,  and  substitute 
clamps  or  hoops  of  iron.  All  this  subjects  the  merchant 
to  hazard  of  loss  and  damage  in  the  discbarge  of  bii 
goods  into  lighters  and  otherwise;  to  the  great  expense 
of  storing,  and  so  forth,  on  shore;  to  many  petty  exac- 
tions; and  to  an  average  delay  of  fifty  or  sixty  days,  and 
sometimes  to  a  delay  of  a  whole  winter,  by  being  frozen 
up  in  the  Baltic.  It  has  been  stated  that  a  ship  is  thui 
liable  to  an  expense  of  not  less  than  three  thousand  da!« 
lars,  without  the  slightest  advantage  to  the  health  of  the 
Baltic  Powers,  and  to  tbe  common  injury  of  Russia,  tbe 
consumer  of  the  cargo,  and  America,  the  carrier. 

Mr.  C.  said  there  was  no  practical  difiiculty  in  the 
way  of  relieving  the  commerce  of  the  United  Ststc 
from  these  evils.  Our  intercourse  with  Denmark  is  reg- 
ulated by  a  treaty  concluded  the  26th  of  April,  1826.  to 
be  in  force  for  ten  years,  and  until  notice  from  either 
party.  That  time  has  expired;  and  the  United  States 
now  possesses  tbe  faculty  of  interposing,  by  negoiistion, 
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to  exact  of  Denmark  a  relaxation  of  all  that  ia  vexatious 
iQilunneceaiary  in  the  treatment  of  our  shipa  at  Elsineur. 
Mr.  C.  nid  tie  desired,  in  conclusion,  to  expres?  bis 
(hanks  \o  a  ^ntleman  of  New  York,  one  of  the  most 
honorable,  intelligent,  and  estimable  citizens  of  that 
great  State,  [Mr.  James  Tallmadge,]  who  had  exerted 
himself  recently,  whilst  in  Russiii,  to  have  the  matter 
rifrhtly  understood  by  (he  Emperor  Nicholas. 

It  deserved,  also,  the  cartful  consideration  of  Congress 
and  the  Government  of  the  United  States;  andi  to  secure 
thia  object,  be  moved  the  reference  of  the  memorial  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  AfTairs. 

The  memorial  was  referred  accordingly. 

ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY. 

An  unusually  large  number  of  petitions  and  memorials, 
on  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
vere  presented  by  different  members,  and  were  im- 
mediately laid  on  (he  table. 

Mr.  AD  Alls  asked  the  House  at  this  time  to  take  up 
iihI  decide  on  the  objection  raised  to  the  reception  of 
itie  petition,  presented -by  himself,  from  Lydjs  Lewis 
k(hi  others,  [and  subsequently  returned  to  him,]  pray- 
ii)|^  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
[fhii  is  the  petition  referred  to  in  the  preceding  de- 
bite.*] 

'  To  tU  Editors  of  Iht  National  InUlHgeneer.' 

GuTusciv:  There  were  three  petitions  referred  to 
in  (be  preceding  debate  : 

First,  this  petition  of  Lydia  Lewis  and  one  hundred 
ud  fifty  women  of  Dorchester.  When  I  presented  it 
ind  lent  it  to  the  Clerk^'s  table,  an  objection  was  made 
li  iu  being  received.  The  Speaker  had  heretofore  de- 
cided that,  when  objection  was  made  to  the  reception  of 
I  petition,  the  motion  to  receive  was  debatable.  But,  to 
Ret  round  (his  decision,  a  motion  wss  made  that  the 
motion  to  receive  should  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  then 
tiiere  could  be  no  debate.  The  Speaker  had  been 
»ked,  ifibe  motion  to  receive  was  laid' on  the  table, 
vbatbecsme  of  the.  petit  ion'  de  said  it  remained  in 
suspense  and  was  not  in  the  possession  of  .the  House. 
He  iccordingly  ordered  the  Clerk  to  return  to  me  the 
petition  of  Lydia  Lewis  anB  one  hundred  and  fiHy  wo- 
6^  of  Dorebeater,  which  was  accordingly  sent  to  me 
by  the  Clerk,  and  ib  now  in*  my  possession.  It' was  the 
notion  to  receive  it 'which  had  been  laid  on  the  table, 
krKl  which  I  now  asked  the  House  to  take  up  and  de- 
ci.if. 

Secondly,  the  petition  of  Eliza  G.  I^oud  and  two  hun- 
M  and  twenty-eight  women  of  South  Weymouth.  I 
bad  presented  it  immediately  after  the  motion  to  receive 
'he  petition  from  Lydm  Lewis  and  the  women  of  Dor- 
^iciter  had  been  laid  on  the  table.  Some  of  the  mem* 
^n  from  the  South  now  in«i8ted  that  the  question  upon 
retelTtRg  this  petition  from  South  Weymouth  should  be 
<i>rectiy  taken.  It  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  by 
I  vote  of  13r  to  75  was  received.  I  had  moved  that  it 
^Md  be. read;  but  a  motion  had  been  made  that  it 
ihooldbe  laid  on  the  table,  (not  debatable,)  and  on  the 
Ubieit  waslaid. 

Thirdly,  the  petition  of  lUlph  Sanger  and  forty  in- 
h«biUols  of  Dover.  I  had  presented  it  immediately 
jher  the  petition  from  the  women  of  South  Weymouth 
^  been  laid  on  the  Ubiet  but,  notwithstanding  the  de- 
cision of  the  House  jtTst  before  to  receive  the  petition 
Ifom South  Weymouth,  the  question  of  reception  ass 
*pin  raised  upon  this  petition  from  Dover,  which  was 
»«o  sent  back  to  roe  from  the  Clerk's  table.  In  the 
"lidvt  of  a  debate  upon  this  question  of  reception,  and 
^  ihe  midst  of  a  speech  by  a  gentleman  from  North 
Ci'Qlioa,  [Mr.  Btsuje,]  against  its  reception,  the  House 
"^  liie  9ib  instant  had  adjourned.'  The  petition  fiom 


The   SPEAKER  said  the  resolution  which  had  been 
adopted  covered  all  tliese  cases.    The  gentleman  from 


the  women  of  South  Weymouth  had,  therefore,  on  the 
9ih  instant,  been  received  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  petitions  from  the  women  of  Dorchester,  and 
that  from  the  men  of  Dover,  had  been  declared  by  the 
Speaker  not  to  be  in  possession  of  the  House.  The 
motion  to  receive  the  first  had  been  laid  on  the  table — 
the  motion  to  receive  the  second  was  under  debate  at 
the  adjournment  of  the  House  on  the  9ih  instant. 

These  explanations  sre  sbsolutely  necessary  to  under- 
stand my  remarks,  as  reported  in  the  IntelPigencer,  and 
my  exceptions  to  the  decisions  of  the  Speaker. 

He  had  decided  that  the  two  petitions  were  not  in 
possession  of  the  House,  and  had  sent  them  back  to  me. 
He  now  said  that  the  resolution  of  the  House  interven- 
inj^,  hisd  covered  all  the  cases.  I  asked  him  if  those  pe« 
titions  were  by  the  intervening  resolution  of  .the  House 
laid  on  the  table.  He  said  they  would  be  laid  on  the 
table  if  I  would  send  them  to  the  Chair.  This  I  de- 
clined. 

The  report  proceeds:  "Mr.  Adams  said  he  took  it 
that  the  Clerk  was  responsible  for  (he  records  of  the 
House." 

What  I  said  was  tliis:  <<The  journals  of  the  House 
show  that  at  a  former  sitting  of  the  House  I  presented 
these  two  petitions  to  the  House.  The  Speaker  now 
decides  that,  by  a  sweeping  resolution  of  the  House, 
they  are  laid  on  the  table.  If  they  are  on  the  table,  I 
take  it  the  Speaker  and  the  Clerk  of  the  House  are  re- 
sponsible for  the  truth  of  the  House's  journal,  and  for 
the  possession  of  its  archives.*' 

With  regard  to, the  petition  from  L.  Swackhamer  and 
fifty-three  ministers  and  members  of  the  Lutheran 
church  in  the  State  of  New  York,  the  report  is  substan- 
tially correct;  but  as  the  Speaker,  after  refusing  to  al- 
low the  petition  to  be  read,  at  the  demand  of  Mr.  Hoar, 
of  Ma8sachusetti>,  permitted  it  to  be  read  when  the 
reading  was  called  for  by  Mr.  Pabkir,  of  New  Jersey, 
and  it  was  read,  I  ask  of  your  candor  and  impartiality  to 
publish  it  with  this  letter.  The  debate  concerning  it 
cannot  otherwise  be  understood. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  gentlemen,  your  obedient 
servant,  JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

.House  of  Rbpbesentativss  U.  S.,  Jan,  26,  18S7. 

[Copy  of  ihe  memorial  referred  lo  in  Mr.  jldams's  letter.] 

To  the  Senate  and  Bouee  of  Reprtsentativea  of  the  United 
SteUea  in  Congress  assembled.- 

The  under»igned,  ministers  and  members  of  the  Lu- 
theran church.,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  respectfully 
represent:  That,  since  the  people  of  the  United  States 
have  given  to  our  representatives,  by  the  first  article  of 
the  federal  constitution,  the  right  '■  to  exercise  exclu- 
sive legislation,  in  all  cases  whatsoever,"  over  the  District 
of  Columbia,  it  is  the  duty  of  every  citizen  to  watch  the 
character  of  the  law«existing  there.  In  this  view,  we 
call  tiie  attention  of  Congress  to  the  condition  of  more 
than  six  thousand  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Distfict,  for 
whose  persons  and  civil  and  religious  rights  the  laws 
of  Congress  have  provided  no  protection.  Instead  of 
securing  to  them  those  rights,  which  our  nation  has 
solemnly  declared  to  belong  equally  and  inalienably  to 
to  all,  your  laws  have  deprived  them  of  all  personal 
rights,  and  subjugated  their  wills  to  the  absolute  control 
of  others,  to  whom  they  are  ssid  to  belong  as  property; 
and  have  also  unconstitutionally  deprived  them  of  the 
power  of  obtaining  redress  Tor  their  wrongs,  by  prose- 
cuting their  claims  in  courts  of  justice,  and  of  the 
right  of  trial  by  jury  in  many  cases,  and  virtually-t}f  the 
right  of  petitioning  Congress. 

W(*,  ther<.fr-,  respectfully  request  Congress  forth- 
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Massachusetts  might  send  his  petiiion  to  the  Chairy  and 
it  would  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  did  not  doubt  liis  right  to  send 
the  petition  to  the  Chair.  The  Speaker  had  decided 
heretofore  that  the  petition  was  not  in  the  possession  of 
the  House.  Mr.  A.  now  wished  for  a  decision  on  the 
question  of  receiving  the  petition,  which,  on  the  jour- 
nalt  appeared  to  have  been  presented  by  him. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  gentleman  m'ght  present 
his  petition,  and  send  it  to  the  Chair,  to  be  disposed  of 
under  the  resolution. 

Mr.  ADAMS  sad  it  was  not  his  intention  to  tend  it 
again  to  the  Chair. 

The  SPEAKER  said  then  there  was  nothing  before 
the  House,  and  the  gentleman  was  out  of  order. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  took  it  that  the  Clerk  was  re- 
sponsible for  the  records  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  entry  on  the  journal  was 
that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  "offered  to  pre-> 
sent"  a  petition  ;  it  did  not  appear  that  he  did  present  it. 

Mr.  ADAMS.     But  by  a  subsequent  decision  of  the 
House,  notwithstanding  the  petition  had  not  been  re- 
ceived, it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
.    The  SPEAKER  called  the  gentleman  to  order,  there 
being  no  question  before  the  House. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  Then  I  understand  from  the  Speaker 
that  the  petition  is  laid  on  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would  be  if  the  gentleman 
sent  it  to  the  Chair. 

Mr.  ADAMS.   I  do  not  propose  to  send  it  to  the  Chair. 

[Mr.  A.  then  presented  a  great  number  of  similar  pe- 
titions; all  of  which  were  laid  on  the  table.] 

Mr.  ADAMS  presented  a  petition  which  he  thought 
could  not  be  inciu<fed  in  the  resolution  adopted  by  the 
House.  It  was  a  petition  from  fifty -four  ministers  and 
members  of  the  Lutheran  church  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  praying  Congress  to  enact  laws  to  secure  to  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  District  of  Columbia  the  protec- 
tion of  the  law  and  the  rights  of  the  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence. There  was  nothing  about  slavery  or  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  it.  He  moved  that  it  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  that 
it  be  printed. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  gentleman  from  Ma^sachu- 
setts  knew  the  contents  of  the  petition,  but  the  Chair 
did  no^  If  the  petition  related  to  the  subject  of  sla- 
very, it  must  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HUNTSMAN  thcught  the  Speaker  should  read 
the  petition,  in  order  to  ascertain  wliether  it  came  with- 
in (he  meantnir  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  PARKER  insisted  that  the  only  way  df  arriving 
at  the  nature  of  the  petition  was  to  read  its  contents. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  But  the  order  of  the  House  declares 
that  the  petition  shall  not  be  riad. 

The  SPEAKER.  Then  the  g^entltman  admits  that 
it  relates  to  the  subject  of  slavery. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  1  do  not  admit  any  such  tiling.  I  have 
presented  the  petiiion  in  the  foyn  required  by  the 
nile,  by  giving  a  britf  statement  of  its  contents. 

The  SPEAKER  looked  for  a  moment  into  the  body 

with  to  pass  such  laws  as  justice  and  the  character  of 
our  nation  require,  to  secure  to  all  the  inhabitants  of 
the  District  of  Columbis,  ecjually  and  alike,  the  protrc- 
ticn  of  the  laws,  and  the  enjoyment  of  all  those  imrouni- 
tiea  and  advantages  which  our  declsration  of  independ- 
ence and  our  constitution  recognise  as  the  inalienable 
right  of  eyery  human  being.     And  ycur  petitioners,  &c. 

Dated  September  28,  1836. 

[Signed  by  L.  Swackbamer,  ~John  D.  Lawyer,  John 
Selmter,  Adolphus  Rnmpf,  M.  J.  Stover,  Philip  Wiet- 
infr»  William  Ottman,  George  W.  Lewip,  tr.inisters,  and 
forty-six  members.] 


of  the  petition,  and  then  said  that,  in  bis  opinion,  it  fell 
clearly  within  the  meaning  and  intent  of  the  resolation. 

Mr.  ADAMS  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Chai% 
and  demanded  the  judgment  of  the  House  whether  Uiib 
petition  should  be  received  and  read  or  not.       -^ 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  petition  spoke  of  the 
absolute  control  held  over  a  portion  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  D'lstrict  who  were  claimed  as  property.  In  hia 
opinion  it  was  embraced  within  the  order. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  demanded  the  previoui  questkm  oo 
the  sppeal. 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  had  not  yet  aMsertained  that 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  yielded  the  floor. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  had  performed  b'ls  duty  in  giving 
a  brief  statement  of  the  contents  of  the  petition.  There 
was  not  a  word  about  slavery  or  the  abolition  of  slavery 
in  it.  It  was  a  pejiitioD  asking  Confess  to  enact  sueb 
laws  as  would  secure  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  Diaitriet 
the  benefit  of  the  law  and  the  rights  of  the  declaration 
of  independence.  This  was  the  object  of  the  petition] 
nor  more  nor  less.  If  the  Speaker  decided  that  this  was 
one  of  tjie  petitions  included  in  the  resolution,  he  (Mr. 
A.)  desired  that  the  decision  might  be  taken  down,  and 
that  the  records  of  the  House  might  show  what  sort  of 
petitions  were  rejected,  even  without  a  reading^.  What 
the  paper  might  contain,  what  portion  of  argument  was 
In  it,  the  House  could  not  know  until  the  petition  was 
read  I  and  although  the  Speaker  had  read  it,  and  was 
therefore  able  to  decide  whether  his  (Mr.  A*8)  state- 
ment waa  true  or  false,  yet,  in  the  petition  itself,  there 
was  not  a  word  about  slavery.  And  if  the  Hoitae  abould 
determine  that  a  petition  simply  praying  that  nil  the  in- 
habitants of  the  District  of  Columbia  should  be  entitled 
to  •*  the  benefit  of  the  law  and  the  rights  of  the  declara- 
tion of  independence,*'  he  wished  the  decision  and  the 
judgment  of  the  House  to  appear  on  the  records. 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  had  no  difficulty  in  mriving 
at  a  decision,  from  the  statement  of  the  gentleman  him- 
self, independent  of  his  own  observation,  that  the  peti> 
tion  fell  within  the  scope  of  the  resolution.  The  peti- 
tion had  been  endorsed  by  some  one  as  a  petition  from 
these  ministers  *'to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia." 

Mr.  HUNTSMAN  contended  that  the  Speaker,  na  the 
presiding  officer  of  the  House,  was  to  be  the  judge 
whether  the  petition  came  within  the  prohibition  of  the 
resolution.  The  petition  either  contravened  the  rule,  or 
it  did  not.  Of  this  the  Speaker  was  to  be  ttie  judge, 
and  had  the  right  to  look  into  the  petitioni  otherwise  the 
House  would  be  left  entirely  in  the  dark. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  said  that  one  half  of  the  Slates  were 
eternally  prevented  from  presenting  their  petitions  by 
discussions  on  this  subject.  He  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion on  the  appeal. 

Mr.  ADAMS  desired  that,  before  the  question  was 
taken,  the  verbal  statement  he  had  made  of  the  contents 
of  the  petition  might  be  reduced  to  writing  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  A.  was  called  to  order. 

Mr.  A.  proceeded  to  argue  that  the  Speaker  bad  de- 
cided that  this  verbal  statement  should  be  made— 

The  SPEAKER  called  Mr.  A.  to  order.  The  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  had  made  hia  brief  statement, 
and  upon  that  brief  statement  made,  the  Chair  bad  de- 
cided that  the  petition  fell  within  the  order  of  the  House. 
From  that  decision  an  sppeal  was  taken i  the  previoiiS 
question  had  been  demanded,  aiA  the  Chair  must  ascer- 
tain if  there  was  a  second. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  How  can  the  previous  queation  be  ta- 
ken, Mr.  Speaker,  without  the  House  knowing  on  what  it 
is  to  be  taken? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  previous  question  will  be  on 
the  decision  of  the  Cbair  on  the  memorial  pretended  by 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 
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Mr.  ADAMS.  And  what  it  the  memoriAl  presented 
by  tbeKenlleiMn  fron  Maisacbuaetti? 

Tbe  SPEAKER  nid  the  geDtlenuui  had  no  right  to 
prppouid  iticb  qiiettioni. 

Mr.  ADAMS  aUd  he  premmed  he  h»d  a  r'gbt  to  uk 
tbtt  tbe  brief  statement  be  bad  given  night  be  made 
knowo  lo  the  House. 

Mr.  W.  0.  SHfiPAED  asked  Mr.  PivcuriT  to  with- 
dnw  thepreTioos  questioni  whieb  Mr.  P.  declined  to  do. 

Mr.  S.  then  said«  amidst  loud  cries  of  order*  that  South- 
ern men  were  compelled  to  sit  and  hear  their  constituents 
innlted,  and  the  majority  of  the  House  denies  them  all 
opportuniiy  of  reply. 

And  tbe  question  being  taken*  the*  House  seconded 
(be  deiasnd  for  the  prerious  question:  Yeaa  80^  nays  51. 

So  there  was  a  second. 

Mr.  BEBD  asked  ibr  the  yeas  and  nays  on  ordering 
ifaemain  questioni  but  the  House  refused  them. 

Mr.  HOAR  asked  that  the  petition  might  be  read,  in 
9der  that  be  might  understand  on  what  he  was  about 
to  vote. 

Tbe  SPEAKER  said  it  would  not  be  in  order. 

Mr.  HOAR  asked  if  it  would  then  please  the  Chair  to 
itll  him  on  what  he  was  about  to  vote. 

The  SPEAKER  snid  the  gvntleman  from  Mamachu* 
Ktti  [Mr.  AoAjfs]  had  presented  a  petition,  and  had  made 
I  tmcf  a  statement  of  its  contents.  The  Speaker  auppo- 
Kd  the  gentleoun  from  Massaebusetta  [Mr.  HoAa]bad 
bevd  that  statement. 

Mr.  ADAMS  mid  he  wished  the  Speaker  would  state 
ttttt  tbit  brief  sutemeot  was. 

The  SPEAKER  amid  the  genUeman  from  Massachu* 
»tii  would  take  his  neat. 

Mr.  ADAMS  mid  be  wouU^ke  bia  seat.    [And  he 

didio.] 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was  not  the  part  of  the 
Spaker  to  repeat  the  atatementa  made  by  members  of 

tbeHouif. 

Ur*  ADAMS  said*  if  the  House  permitted,  he  waa 
reidy  to  repeat  bia  brief  statement,  for  tbe  benefit  of  bis 
ttUague. 

The  SPEAKER  aaid  the  demand  for  the  previous  quea- 
toQ  bad  been  aeconded,  and  be  could  not  entertain  a 
^<K«tion  of  this  chametcr  at  tbia  time. 

Andtbe  qoestion  being  Uken,  the  House  decided  that 
^  main  question  should  now  be  taken:   Teas  85, 

So  tbe  laain  question  was  ordered  to  be  put. 

Itr-  PABKER  mid  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  deter- 
ffime  tbe  nature  of  tbe  petition  until  it  had  been  read. 

J^  SPEAKER  (after  a  few  momenU'  consideration) 
■Ml  be  doubted  whether,  under  the  circumstances,  it 
*^  not  be  proper  that  the  petition  should  be  read, 
tut  tbe  members  might  determine  what  direction  should 
« IJTen  to  if.    It  was  very  short. 

Pe  petition  was  accordingly  readi  and  the  SPEAKER 

•<  d  be  bad  decided  that  it  feU  within  the  order  of  the 

Ho«ie. 

^f*  COLES  called  for  the  yeaa  and  naya  on  the  main 
<)»»iont  which  were  ordered, 
■h*'  ADAMS  inquired  what  the  decision  of  the  Chair 

Tbe  SPEAKER  said  his  decision  was,  that  the  petition 
^vithiQ  tbe  following  order  of  tbe  House.  [Tbe 
^ker  read  the  resolution  so  often  referred  to.] 

Mr-  ADAMS  said  he  then  understood  the  decision  of 
^  Chair  to  be  on  tbe  verbal  statement  made  of  the  con- 
'^ofthe  p^lkimi,  and  on  the  peUtion  itself. 
..  "K  CBAIR  said  he  had  stated  the  question  several 

.  Hr.  ADAMS  wished  for  information.  Would  the  de- 
^  of  tbe  Speaker,  Uying  tbia  petition  on  tbe  table, 
3*  entered  on  tbe  jouroalf 


The  SPEAKER.  Unquestionably.  If  it  is  not  there 
at  the  reading  of  the  Journal  to*morrow  morning,  the 
gentleman  can  require  it  to  be  put  there. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  Oh,  yea,  air,  by  the  vote  of  a  majority 
of  this  House.  • 

The  SPEAKER.    The  Clerk  will  do  his  duty. 

And  the  main  queation,  **  Shall  the  decision  of  tlit 
Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  House?"  waa  taken, 
and  carried  :  Yeas  170.  nays  3. 
.  So  the  House  affirmed  the  deciaion  of  the  Chair. 

After  the  reception  and  reference  of  numerous  other 
memorials. 

The  House,  st  about  half  paat  4  o'clock,  adjourned. 

TVBSDAT,*  jAVUAaT  24. 

TRANSLATORS  TO  THE  HOUSE. 

The  unfinished  business  was  the  following  resolution, 
heretofore  reported  bv  Mr.  Huvtsxav,  from  the  Com* 
mittee  on  Private  Land  Claims: 

*'  Buohtdf  That  the  translator  of  the  French  and  Span- 
ish languages  for  this  House,  who  waa  appointed  under 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  February  34,  1835,  be 
continued  as  such  until  the  let  of  February,  1838." 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  HUNTSMAN,  E. 
WHITTLESEY,  G.  CHAMBERS,  and  B  J.PEARCE, 

Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY  moved  to  recommit  the  reao- 
lution  to  tbe  Committee  on  Private  Land  CUims,  with 
instructions  to  inform  the  House  what  amount  of  transU' 
tiona  the  individual  referred  to  had  furnished  within  the 
last  two  years,  and  to  report  to  the  House  the  necessity, 
or  otherwise,  of  continuing  tbe  mid  office. 

After  some  desultory  convemtion,  Mr.  E.  WHIT- 
TLESEY withdrew  bis  motion,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
C.  JOHNSON  that  the  resolution  should  lie  over  until 
tbe  next  seuion  of  Congrem. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  the  resolution  waa  re- 
jected. 

After  tranmeiing  the  usual  rooming  business,  the  Houie 
proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day»  and  took  up  the  bill 
for  the 

ADMISSION  OF  MICHIGAN. 

The  pending  question  being  on  ordering  tbe  bill  to  a 
third  reading- 
Mr.  VANDERPOEL  mid  that  tbe  fair  and  sUtesman* 
lik^  manner  in  which  the  bill  under  consideration  had  al- 
ready been  diacussed  by  the  gentlemen  who  had  prece- 
ded him  was,  he  hoped,  an  omen  that  no  extrinsic  top- 
ica  will  be  forced  into  tbia  debate;  that  at  leaat  one  sub« 
ject  would  here  be  debated  without  conducing  to  the  ef- 
fusion of  parly  spleen,  unbecoming  this  hall  sod  the  high 
places  we  here  occupy. 

After  all,  mid  Mr.  V.,  this  is  not  a  very  complicated 
queation.  The  truth  and  right  of  the  caae,  for  which, 
he  trusted,  we  were  all  aeeking,  did  not  lie  altogeth- 
er hidden  between  the  lids  of  ponderous  volumes  on 
constitutional  law.  They  were  aa  well  within  the  reach 
and  capacity  of  the  plain  every-dsy  practical  thinker  as 
the  constitutional  scholar;  and  although  he  could  not  but 
commend  the  industry  and  research  of  his  learned  friend 
from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Thomas,]  although  he  was  forcibly 
struck  with  the  force  and  applicability  of  moat  of  the 
authoritiea  which  he  cited,  and  subscribed  lo  most  of  the 
doctrines  which  he  urg^d,  yet  he  (Mr.  Y.)  fancied  that 
we  could  attain  a  aafe  and  a  aound  conclusion  in  ibis  caae, 
without  consulting  those  sages  and  oraclea  with  whose 
oogitationa  his  learned  friend  had  so  Itberslly  furnished  ui. 
Tbe  sovereignty  of  the  people,  their  right  to  change 
their  Government  whenever  they  please,  the  right  of 
the  majority  to  change  their  organic  law  whenever  it  be- 
comes opprenive  or  inadequate  to  tbe  purposes  for  which 
it  waa  instituted;  theae,  aa  general  propositions,  had  not 
been,  and  would  not,  be  thought,  be  aenied.  The  right 
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of  the  people  to  change  their  Goyernment,  (if  it  were 
doubted,^  might,  however,  be  one  question;  but  whether 
the  people  of  Michigan,  by  accepting  the  conditions  of 
admission  held  out  to  thenn  by  the  last  act  of  Congress, 
did,  in  fact,  work  such  a  radical  revolution  in  their  Govern- 
ment as  to  require  any  very  labored  vindication  of  the 
natural  and  inherent  right  of  man  to  throwr  Off  the  yoke 
of  oppression  when,  it  becomes  too  gatting.  to  be  borne, 
this  was  quite  another  matter.  The  two  questions  in- 
volved, as  he  understood  them,  were,  first,  have  the 
conditions  of  admission  held  out  by  the  act  of  Congress 
of  la&t  session  been  accepted  by  the  people  of  Michigan? 
Secondly,  was  a  change  in  the  constitution  of  Michigan 
wrought,  or  attempted  to  be  wrought,  by  the  last  con- 
vention, which  accepted  the»condilioiu  prescribed  by 
the  act  of  Congress;  and  if  sucli  change  was,  in  effect, 
made,  was  it  made  by  a  competent  body,  and  was  it 
made  aecundem  arUmP—for  it  really  appeared  to  him  that 
there  were  some  gentlemen  who  looked  more  to  the  form 
than  to  the  substance  of  things. 

In  order  correctly  to  understand  the  points  that  were 
involved  in  this  case,  it  was  necessary  tiiat  we  should  un- 
derstand (he  prominent  facts  that  were  connected  with 
it,  which,  as  introductory  .to  the  brief  argument  lie  pro- 
posed to  submit,  he  would  now  succinctly  state. 

I.  The  Territory  of  Michigan,  according  to  the  ordi- 
nance of  the  13ih  of  July,  1787,  for  the  government  of 
the  Territory  noi^thwest  of  the  Ohio  river,  was  entitled 
to  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  as  one  of  the  confederate 
Stales,  when  she  contained  a  population  of  sixty  thousand 
souls.  In  June,  1835,  when  it  was  ascertained  that  this 
Territory  contained  a  population  of  more  than  one  hun- 
dred thousand  souls,  the  people  of  Michigan,  through 
the  medium  of  a  convention  chosen  for  that  purpose, 
met  and  formed  a  constitution  for  a  State  Government. 
The  preamble  to  thiy  constitution  declares  the  Territory 
of  Michigan  to  be  *<  as  established  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  1805,"  which  separated  the  Michigan  from  the 
Indiana  Territory.  That  act  would  seem  to  include 
within  Michigan  the  territory  that  formed  the  subject  of 
dispute  between  the  State  of  Ohio  and  Michigan.  It 
might  as  weH  be  stated  here  as  elsewhere,  and  be  (Mr. 
v.)  begged  the  House  to  note  this  fact,  the  great  impor- 
tance of  which  would  appear  from  a  portion  of  his  sub- 
iiiquent  remar\ps,  that  ihc  territory  of  which  the  State 
of  Michigan  was  to  be  composed,  according  to  lier  cpn* 
btitution,  does  not  appear  from  the  body  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  Michigan,  and  is  designated  only  io  the  preamble 
to  the  constitution.  At  the  last  seasion  of  Congress, 
Michigan  came  here  with-  her  constitution,  and  asked  for 
admission  into  the  Union.  A  question  as  to  disputed 
boumlary  between  Ohio  and  Michigan  had  already  for 
some  time  agitated  the  great  State  of  Ohio,  and  the 
growing  and  important  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  had 
already  assumed  a  very  serious  aspect.  Congress  was 
anxious  to  restore  tranquillity  between  these  contend- 
ing parties,  and  instead  of  absolutely  accepting  the  con- 
stitution ot  Michigan,  and  admitting  her  at  once  into  the 
liimily  of  States,  Congress,  at  its  laat  session,  passed  an 
act  by  which  the  constitution  and  State  Government 
VfWxcU  the  people  of  Michigan  had  formed  was  **  ac- 
cepted, ratified,  and  confirmed,"  provided  that  a  new 
boundary  line  was  established,  by  which  the  whole  or  a 
part  of  the  disputed  territoi^y  should  be  given  to  Ohio; 
and,  as  a  compliance  with  this  fundamental  condition  of 
admission.  Congress,  by  the  third  section  of  the  act  of 
lust  session,  provided  '*  that  the  boundaries  of  Michigan, 
as  declared  by  the  act  of  Congress,  should  receive  the 
assent  of  a  convention  of  delegates  elected  by  the  peo- 
pie  of  said  State  for  the  sole  purpose  of  giving  the 
assent  required  in  the  act  of  Congress."  in  September 
la^t,  a  convention  of  delegates,  which  assembled  in  Michi- 
gan pursuant  to  an  act  of  the  Legislature  ol  that  State  I 


or  Territory,  rejl^cted  the  conditioDS  of  admitiioo  heid 
out  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  last  aeasion,  by  a  vote 
of  twenty-one  ta  twenty-eight.     Oa  the  144h  day  of 
December  last,  another  convention  assembled,  coosist- 
iog  of  seventy-eight  delegates,  and  unanimously  sccept- 
ed  of  the  conditions  contained  in  the  act  of  Congress. 
The  latter  convention  originated  through  primary  is- 
semblies  of  the  people.     After  the  first  eonveotion  re- 
jected the  terms  held  out  by  the  act  of  Congress,  there 
was  an  election  for  members  of  the  Legislature*  hekl  ac- 
cording to  the  constitution  and  Uws  of  Michigan.    Thif 
question  of  accepting  or  rejecting  tbe  terms  of  adminion 
proposed  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  June,  1834,  was  made 
a  test  question  at  this  election;  and  it  resulted  in  the 
election  of  members  more  tlian  three  fourths  of  whom 
were  favorable  to  the  acceptance- of  these  termaof  sd- 
mission..  Tbe  county  of  Washtenaw,  one  of  the  largest 
counties  in  the  State,  had  returned  seven  members  to 
the  first  convention,  (which  was  a  number  equal  to  the 
entire  majority  of  the  diaagreeing  members,)  by  a  mi* 
jority  of  one  hundred  and  eighty -one  votes.    Not  more 
than  1,700  votes  were  given  at  this  election,  both  for  tbe 
assenting  and  dissenting  members.     AHer  the  first  con- 
vention hsd  rejected  the  terms  proposed  by  the  act  of 
Congress,  many  promment  and  respectable  citizeni  of 
this  county,  convinced  that  a  very  Urge  majority  uf  iu 
citizens  were  opposed  to  tbe  result  which  the  September 
convention  bad  attained,  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Michigan,  requesting  him  to  call  another  con- 
vention.    Uia  excellency  refused  to  comply  with  this  re- 
quest, on  the  ground  that  his  power  to  call  a  eonventioo 
was  questionable;  but,  in  bis  answer  to  tbe  citizens  o( 
Waahtenaw,  who  had  thus  addressed  him,  informed  them 
that  it  was  competent  for  the  people  in  their  primary 
assemblies  to  call  another  convention,  and  recommendtd 
that  course  of  pr6ceeding. 

A  convention  was  accordingly  called  by  great  num- 
bers of  the  people,  in  their  primary  capacity.  On  the 
5th  and  6th  days  of  Deceml>er,  elections  were  held  lO 
every  ctjunty  of  the  State  except  the  counties  of  Monnte 
and  .Macomb.  The  judges  appointed  by  law  to  prcstde 
at  the  elections  in  the  State  presided  at  this,  counted 
and  returned  the  votes,  and  saw  that  the  laws  prescribing 
the  qualifications  of  voters  were  duly  observed.  The 
December  election  resulted  in  the  choice  of  seventy* 
eight  delegates,  who  subsequently xonvened,  and  unaoi- 
mously  voted  in  favor  of  coming  into  tbe  Union  on  the 
terms  held  out  by  the  act  of  Congress.  This  county  ot 
Washtenaw,  which  had  given  only  seventeen  huodret^ 
votes  at  the  firat  election,  and  elected  seven  dissenting 
members,  by  a  majority  of  only  one  hundred  and  eight)  ^ 
one  vutAs^  at  the  second  election  choae  assenting  mem< 
bers  by  a  large  minority,  and  gaye  about  nineteen  huch 
dred  votes  for  tbe  sssenting  members  alone.  It  alM  ap 
pears  to  us  most  abundantly  that,  at  tbe  last  election, 
more  than  two  thousand  votes  more  were  given  for  th< 
assenting  delegates  alone,  than  were  given  at  the  formal 
election  for  boih  assenting  and  dissenting  delegates. 

Upon  these  fucts,  the  first  question  which  natural) j 
arises  is,  has  the  condition  of  admission  held  out  by  \hi 
act  of  Congress  of  June  last  been  complied  with?  Or,  ii 
other  words,  have  the  boundaries  of  Michigan,  as  dc 
Glared  by  tbe  act  of  Congress,  received  the  assent  of  i 
convention  of  delegates  elected  by  the  people  of  Michi 
gan  "  for  the  sole  purpose  of  giving  tbe  assent  requires 
by  the  act  of  Congress?" 

As  to  this  point,  said  Mr.  V.,  it  must  be  observed  Ihi^ 
allhoogh  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  Gjpngress  of  Ua 
session  required  the  assent  of  a  conven^n  elected  b; 
the  people  of  Michigan,  yet  it  did  not  declare  by  whoa 
or  by  what  authony,  an  election  for  such  conventioi 
should  be  ordered.  It  does  not  provide  that  it  shall  b 
called  by  the  Legislature  of  Michigan,  as  there  was  u 
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I/^slahire  there  that  was  rec'-gnised  by  Coog^ens.  The 
bi^lory  of  the  act  of  Congreaa  conclusively  shows  that 
tvcb  wss  the  sense  of  Congress  when  the  act  passed.  By 
a  reference  to  the  journals  of  the  Senate  of  last  session, 
it  would  be  found  that  the  bill,  as  originally  reported  to 
(he  Senate,  provided  that  this  condition  <*  should  be  sub- 
milted  to  the  Legislature  of  Michigan,  and  to  their  Sen* 
itorsin  Congress,  and  the  member  elected  to  this  House." 
An  amemlment  was  moved,  to  strike  out  this  provision, 
ind  refer  the  subject  directly  to  the  people,  on  the 
^und  that  the  Legislature  of  Michigan,  as  a  sovereign 
State,  was  a  body  that  Congress  would  not  recognise  be- 
fore her  admission  into  the  Union  was  consummated. 
The  Territorial  Governor  had  resigned,  or  disappeared, 
the  Le^iUatareof  the  Territory,  which  had  for  so  many 
yean  convened  in  a  Territorial  character,  was  no  longer 
in  rxistrnce,  and  there  was,  therefore,  no  intermediate 
h^y  vith  whom  Congress  could  or  would  treat  in  so 
important  a  nutter  as  this.  Hence  Congress,  by  the  act 
of  June,  1835,  dealt  not  with  the  Legislature,  but  with 
the  people  of  Michigan;  and  the  true  question,  therefore, 
ns  whether  the  last  convention,  elected  in  the  manner 
nd  under  the  circumstances  which  characterized  the 
tiectton  of  its  delegates,  sufficiently  proved  the  sense  of 
a  Diijority  of  the  people  of  Michigan. 

Tbii,  said  Mr.  V.,  was  altogether  a  question  of  fact; 
uk),  to  dispose  of  it  satisfactorily,  a  moment's  recurrence 
to  tbe  evidence  in  the  case  was  necessary.  And  upon 
this  branch  of  the  case  there  was  one  circumstance  wlitch 
i.'tpeared  to  him  entirely  conclusive.  The  second  con- 
vention was  held  on  the  15th  day  of  December,  the 
election  of  the  delegates  which  composed  it  was  fair  and 
openly  held  in  all  the  counties  of  the  State  except  two. 
'I'he  proceedings  of  the  second  convention  were  noto- 
rto*iato  every  citizen  of  the  State;  it  was  well  known 
that  a  messenger  had  been  despatched  to  Washington 
(a  personage  no  less  than  the  president  of  the  conven- 
iK'n)  with  the  proceedings  of  the  convention,  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  an  immediate  admission  of  Michi- 
P^  into  the  Union,  on  the  ground  that  she  bad  complied 
«itii  the  terms  proposed  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  June 
1^*^  the  subject  had  been  openly  and  earnestly  discussed 
^  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  weeks  ago,  and 
)et  not  a  whisper  of  remonstrancd  had  been  heard  from 
»i)  quarter.  Should  not  this  circumstance  irresistibly 
^^  ui  to  the  conclosion  that  there  is  good  ground  for 
tb«  statement  of  the  honorable  Senators  and  Representa- 
<  ve  elect  from  Michigan,  when  they  tell  us  they  are 
■i'i^ficd  that  three  fourths  of  the  people  of  .Michigan 
ir.x  ousiy  desire  admission  into  the  Union,  even  on  the 
'<trd  condition  of  admission  prescribed  by  Congress' 
Who  can,  who  dare,  doubt  as  to  the  real  sense  of  a  ma- 
i"ri7  of  the  people  upon  this  subject,  with  this  circum- 
^nce  staring  him  in  the  face  ^  But  there  were  other 
i-emsof  evidence,  tending  to  show  that  the  last  conven- 
t-cn  or  last  election  formed  a  g^ood  criterion  of  the  popu- 
'^^vill.  It  would  be  recollected  that  at  the  last  con- 
'*»»tion  more  than  two  thousand  more  votes  were  given 
'^  (i>e  assenting  delegates  alone,  than  were  given  at  the 
^^rmer  election  for  both  assenting  and  dissenting  dele- 
r^tes  together.  Nor  was  this  all;  he  (Mr.  V.)  had  al- 
^^1  stated,  that  after  the  first  convention  had  rejected 
't^  terms  prescribed  by  the  act  of  Congress,  and  in  the 
"'•or.th  of  November  last,  an  election  was  held  for  mem- 
^  of  the  Ijegislature  of  Michigan.  The  question 
^Mershe  should  come  into  the  Union  on  the  terms 
p^tscrihed  by  the  act  of  Congress  was  a  test  question  at 
■^tis  election,  and  it  resulted  in  the  election  of  about 
'^ree  fooHhs  of  the  candidates  who  were  in  favor  of  ss- 
(^nting  to  the  condition  of  admission  to  the  two  branches 
^^  the  LegisUtore.  To  these  circumstances  might  be 
^eradded  the  very  material  fact,  that  this  county  of 
Wadkteoaw,  which  had  originally  returned  the  seven  dis- 


senting delegates  who  constituted  the  majority  at  the 
first  convention,  elected,  for  the  second  convention,  dele- 
gates favorable  to  th?  terms  of  admission  prescribed  by 
the  act  of  Congress,  and  that  too  by  a  vote  so  decisive  as 
to  leave  no  room  to  doub^  the  then  state  of  feeling  on 
this  subject  in  that  large  and  very  important  county. 

It  is  said,  however,  that  a  very  inconsiderable  number 
of  the  persons  who  were  qualified  to  vpte  actually  voted 
at  the  second  election.  We  are  told  that  in  December 
last  the  Territory  of  Michigan  contained  about  two  hun- 
dred thousand  souls,  and  that  only  nine  thousand  votes 
were  given  for  the  delegates  chosen  at  this  second  con- 
vention. It  must  be  recollected,  in  regard  to  this  point, 
that  a  residence  of  six  months  in  the  State  is  one  of  the 
qualifications  of  an  elector  in  Michigan;  and  that  it 
appears,  from  the  documents  before  us,  that  about  fifty 
thousand  of  the  non-residents  of  Michigan  moved  into 
the  State  between  the  1st  day  of  June  and  the  1st  day 
of  December  last,  none  of  whom  were  qualtfied  to  vote. 
This  argument,  founded  upon  the  inconsiderable  num- 
ber of  voters,  amounts  to  nothing,  so  long  as  It  appears 
that  about  two  thousand  more  votes  were  given  for  the 
assenting  delegates  at  the  last  convention  than  were  given 
at  the  former  convention  for  the  assenting  and  dissenting 
delegates  together;  and  the  same  gentlemen,  who  con- 
tend that  it  was  competent  for  delegates  chosen  by  much 
less  than  seven  thousand  voters  at  the  first  convention  to 
give  a  valid  negative  to  the  terms  prescribed  by  Con- 
gress, tell  us  that  it  was  not  competent  for  delegates 
chosen  by  at  least  nine  thousand  electors  for  the  second 
convention  to  give  a  valid  affirmative.  This  was,  in  his 
(Mr.  y'«)  estimation,  very  strange  argument.  But, 
more  than  this,  he  was  not  altogether  prepared  to  admit 
that  nine  thousand  voters  were  so  inconsiderable  a  num- 
ber of  the  qualified  electors  of  Michigan,  especially  in 
these  piping  times  of  peace.  Those  who  remained 
home,  and  did  not  vote,  must  certainly  be  deemed  to 
have  assented  to  the  terms  held  out  by  Congress.  There 
were  many  congressional  districts  in  the  State  which  he 
had  the  honor,  in  part,  to  represent,  that  contained  nine 
thousand  voters.  On  occasions  when  there  was  not 
much  public  excitement,  some  of  these  districts  would 
not  probably  give  more  than  five  thousand  votes,  and  the 
prevailing  candidate  might  be,  and  no  doubt  frequently 
was,  elected  by  three  thousand  votes.  Still,  no  one  would 
doubt  the  validity  of  his  election  on  this  ground.  Could 
not  these  nine  thousand  voters  have  elected  a  Governor 
and  Representative  to  Congress?  Why,  then,  hold  them 
so  entirely  impotent  in  regard  to  this  subject? 

II.  It  has  been  strenuously  contended  that  this  act  of 
acceptance  of  the  second  convention  works  an  alteration 
of  the  constitution  of  Michigan;  and  it  is  urged,,  in  the 
same  breath,  that  the  latter  convention  had  no  right,  in 
this  form,  to  make  such  alteration. 

This  objection,  were  it  a  sound  one,  would  be  as  sp- 
plicvble  to  the  doings  of  the  first  as  thdse  of  the  second 
convention.  The  firat  convention  was  called  by  the 
Legislature  of  Michigan;  and  if,  as  had  been  contended, 
the  people  of  Michigan  had  ho  right  to  call  a  convention 
with  power  in  any  manner  to  alter,  amend,  or  modify 
their  constitution,  in  any  other  mode  than  that  prescribed 
by  the  constitution  of  Michigan  itself,  he  would  ask  what 
authority  the  Legislature  of  Michigan  had  to  call  a  con- 
vention for  such  purpose?  If  the  LegiHlature  had  a 
right  to  disregard  the  mode  pointed  out  by  the  constitu- 
tion, had  not  the  sovereign  people  of  Michigan  an  equal 
right'  The  constitution  of  Michigan  prescribes  the 
mode,  and  the  only  mode,  in  which  it  may  be  amended. 
According  to  the  eleventh  article  of  the  constitution  of 
Michigan,  "any  amendment  or  amendments  to  the  con- 
stitution may  be  proposed  in  the  Senate  or  House  of 
Representatives;  and  if  the  same  shall  be  agreed  to  by 
a  majority  of  the  members  elected  to  each  of  the  two 
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Houses,  such  proposed  smendment  or  amendments  shall 
be  entered  on  their  Journals,  with  the  yeas  and  nays 
taken  thereon,  and  referred  to  the  Legislature  then  next 
to  be  chosen,  and  shall  be  published  for  three  months 
previous  to  the  making  such  choice.  And  if,  in  the 
Legislature  next  to  be  chosen,  such  proposed  amend- 
ment  or  amendments  shall  be  agreed  to  by  two  thirds  of 
all  the  members  elected,  to  each  House,  then  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  submit  such  proposed 
amendment  or  amendments  to  the  people,  in  such  man* 
ner  and  at  such  time  as  the  Legislature  ahati  prescribe  { 
and  if  the  people  shall  approve  and  ratify  such  amend* 
ment  or  amendments  by  a  majority  of  the  electors  quali- 
fied to  vote  for  members  of  the  Legislature  voting  there- 
on, such  amendment  or  amendments  shall  become  part 
of  the  constitution." 

Here,  said  Mr.  V.,  we  have  the  mode  of  amending  the 
constitution  of  Michigan  clearly  pointed  out  to  us.  What 
stronger  right  had  the  Legislature  than  the  people  to 
call  a  convention  to  amend  the  constitution^— (ff  there 
were  indeed  any  amendment  of 'ihe  constitution  in  the 
matter.)  *  It  was  certainly  too  late  to  make  this  objec- 
tion now.  If  it  ever  was  sound,  (which  he  very  much 
doubted,)  it  ought  to  have  been  urged  against  the  pas* 
asge  of  toe  act  of  Congress  of  last  session.  Congress, 
when  that  act  was  passed,  had  the  constitution  of  Michi- 
gan lying  before  it.  it  knew  that  the  legislature  of 
Michigan  (a  body  which  Congress  had  never  yet  abso- 
lutely recognised)  would  have  no  right  to  give  a  bind- 
ing assent,  if  it  were  true,  as  some  eentlemen  contended, 
that  such  assent  involved  an  amendment  of  the  constitu- 
tion; and  Congress,  therefore,  instead  of  referring  it  to 
any  intermediate  agency,  whose  powers  were  defined 
and  limited,  at  once  referred  the  matter  to  the  sovereign 
power,  the  people  of  Michigan.  Where  were  the  vigi- 
lant guardians  of  the  constitution  of  Michigan  when  the 
act  of  Congress  passed,  recognising  the  right  of  the  sov- 
ereign people,  through  a  convention,  to  accept  of  the 
terms  contained  in  the  act?  They  were  not  then  at 
their  posts,  for  this  act  passed  very  quietly  through  Con- 
gress, and  no  gentleman,  to  his  (Mr.  V's)  knowledge, 
then  imagined  that,  by  referring  the  subject  to  the  ar- 
bitrament of  the  people,  we  were  authorizing  measures 
that  were  anarchical  and  revolutionary.  But  if  the  act 
of  acceptance  by  the  Isst  convention  did  alter  the  eun- 
Btitution  of  Michigan,  if  it  were  true  that  that  Territory 
has  so  much  of  the  essence  of  the  constitution  of  a  State  as 
that  a  small  portion  of  disputed  territory  could  not  be 
added  or  subtracted  without  working  an  alteration  of 
the  constitution  of  such  State,  he  would,  in  such  event, 
contend  that  it  was  competent  for  the  people,  through 
the  medium  of  the  convention  chosen  by  them  for  such 
purpose,  to  mske  such  alteration.  When  the  people  of 
Michigan  made  their  constitution,  prescribing  the  mode 
of  amending  it,  as  above  quoted,  with  whom  did  they 
contract?  They  contracted  with  themselves;  and  have 
they  not  a  right  to  revoke  what  they  themselves  have  or- 
dained? They  contracted  with  themselves,  and  have  a  per- 
fect right  to  exonerate  themselves  from  the  binding  force 
of  the  contract.  The  Legislature  is  the  creature  of  the 
constitution,  and  is  therefore  under  it.  It  has  no  life 
and  capacity  other  than  what  it  draws  from  the  latter. 
The  constitution,  on  the  other  band,  is  the  creature  of 
the  people.  It  is  their  potential  will  alone  that  gave  it 
all  its  efficacy  and  binding  force.  As  had  well  been  ob- 
served by  one  of  the  commentators  cited  by  his  friend 
from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Thomas,]  the  constitution  was,  in 
relation  to  the  people,  like  clay  in  the  hands  of  the 
potter.  They  could  mould  and  fashion  it  as  their  sense 
of  patriotism,  or  their  views  of  public  good,  might  dic- 
tate. 

But  It  had  been  urged,  that  although  the  people  are 
sovereign,  they  can  only  act  through  a  legal  organization 


when  they  undertake  to  change  their  organic  kw;  ttut 
is  to  say,  through  the  medium  of  forms  and  reguUttoni, 
as  to  time  and  manner,  prescribed  by  their  Legislsture. 

This  doctrine,  said  Mr.  V.,  is  contrary  to  the  vhole 
theory  and  sprit  of  our  institutions.  It  puts  the  servtnt 
above  his  master,  the  creature  above  his  creator.  Ac- 
cording to  this  doctrine,  if  the  people  are  suffering 
grievances,  be  they  ever  so  intolerable,  and  their  liv- 
mskers  do  not  take  the  incipient  steps  towards  remedy* 
ing  them,  ttie  people  in  their  sovereign  capacity  are  eo- 
tirely  impotent.  The  idea  that  every  peaceable  l^.or^ 
ment  of  the  people  to  change  their  organic  law  is  a  f»c* 
tious  or  rebellious  movement  is  indeed  monstrous.  But 
it  was  more  particularly  unsound,  when  applied  to  the 
subject-matter  now  under  consideration;  for  be  it  re* 
membered,  that  in  the  conditional  compact  which  we 
made  here,  in  the  overture  which  we  held  out  by  the 
act  of  last  session,  we  knew  nothing  about  the  LegitU* 
ture  of  Michigan.  We  recognised  no  authority  but  the 
sovereign  people  of  a  particular  Territory,  over  which, 
until  they  accepted  of  our  condition  of  admission  into  the, 
family  of  States,  we  had  a  right  to  execute  jurisdiction. 
The  Territory  of  Michigan  was  ours;  he  meant  so  ftr  u 
sovereignty  and  jurisdiction  were  concerned.  When 
called  upon  to  surrender  this  sovereignty  and  this  jurii- 
diction,  we  had  aright  to  prescribe  our  own  condition!, 
so  long  as  they  were  reasonable  and  consistent  with  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States;  and  if  we  were  satis- 
fied that  those  conditions  had  been  aubstantislly,  not 
technically,  complied  with,  it  was  not  only  our  right, 
but  our  duty,  to  make  the  promised  surrender.  We 
were  dealing,  as  it  were,  with  our  own;  not  with  a  com« 
monity  whose  sovereignty  and  State  independence  ve 
had  already  absolutely  recognised.  We  would  not rec* 
ognise  Michigan  as  a  sovereign  confederate  Stste  un- 
til she  comphed  with  a  certain  condition;  and  whether 
that  condition  had  or  had  not  been  substantially  compled 
with  was  a  question  of  fact,  easy  to  be  determined. 

While  upon  this  branch  of  the  subject,  said  Mr.  V  i 
he  would  say  a  word  or  two  as  to  the  nature  and  weight 
of  the  evidence  upon  which  the  friends  of  the  bill  rely. 
for  the  purpose  of  proving  the  sense  of  the  people  of 
Michigan.  It  had  been  remarked  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Hahsiii,]  that  the  evidence 
was  not  altogether  satisfactory,  and  that  it  was  not  the 
character  and  degree  of  evidence  upon  which  we  could 
safely  rely  as  the  basis  of  our  legislation.  He  entirely 
differed  from  the  honorable  gentleman  upon  this  puint 
The  evidence  was  not  only  full  and  overflowing,  butl 
emanated  from  sources  that  we  could  not  but  respectJ 
it  came  to  us,  too,  fortified  with  the  strong  circumstsnce 
that  no  eflTort  had  been  made  to  impeach  or  falsify  ii  >Q 
any  particular.  Indeed,  it  would  almost  aeem  that  the 
disagreeing  members  of  the  first  convention  hsd  theuH 
selves  been  converted  to  the  faith  of  thoae  from  whomj 
at  first,  they  had  dissented;  for  not  a  syllable,  by  w>y  m 
protest,  had  been  heard  from  them.  There  was  the 
official  communication  of  General  Williams,  the  president 
of  the  convention,  informing  us  of  the  doings  of  tbeconj 
vention.  There  was  the  assent  of  the  members  of  the 
convention,  duly  signed  by  them,  to  the  condition  rej 
quired  by  the  act  of  Congress  there  was  the  letter  oi 
the  Senators  in  Congress,  and  the  Kepresenutive  cho< 
sen  to  this  House,  from  Michigan,  containing  answers  to 
interrogatories  propounded  to  them  by  the  committee  ol 
iK^s  House  to  whom  the  bill  on  your  table  had  been  re- 
ferred; there  was  an  extract  from  a  letter  of  the  Govern< 
or  of  Michigan,  and  letters  from  various  other  gen< 
tiemen,  well  known  to  most  of  the  members  of  this 
House,  all  going  to  prove  the  facts  which  he  (Mr.  V-) 
had  detailed  in  the  introduction  of  his  argument.  And 
was  not  this  evidence  abundant,  especially  when  viewed 
in  coDDCxion  with  the  fact  that  not  a  word  of  dioent 
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or  remonstnnce  htd  been  heard  from  tny  quarter? 
lVh«t  evidence  do  you  require  as  a  legUimate  basis  for 
Iri^slative  action?  Do  you  want  seals  and  bonds,  and 
records,  and  subvcribinf^  witnesse.",  when  you  have  no 
reisonabie  room  to  doubt  as  to  the  fact  vrhich  is  to  fornn 
the  f^round  of  your  leg^islation  ?  Legislative  bodies  are 
not  so  trammelled  with  form  and  tecbntcality  as  all  this 
ftuuld  seem  to  indicate.  They  pass  very  important  taws 
upon  mere  newspaper  accounts  or  representations. 
Does  i  tremendous  fire  lay  waste  a  valuable  portion  of 
ywT  ^reat  commercial  emporium?  You  extend  relief 
to  s;me  of  the  sufferers,  without  first  sending  forth  a 
cmminion  to  take  testimony,  and  report  whether* the 
devouring  element  has  indeed  committed  the  ravages 
U))J  of  by  public  journals  and  private  letters.  Do  the 
p!)bl<c  journals  tell  you  that  vessels  are  wrecked  and 
liundrcds  of  lives  lost  upon  your  coast,  in  consequence  of 
I  ttant  of  energy,  vigilance,  and  efficiency,  in  the  pilots 
ihnse  duty  it  is  to  point  out  the  safe  passages  to  your 
hi'borsP  You  at  once  recollect  that  (he  constitution  has 
committed  to  your  hands  the  great  trust  of  regulating 
c^jTimerre,  and  you  forthwith  set  about  inquiring  the 
viys  tnd  means  you  had  best  put  in  requisition  to  pre- 
^c  It  a  recurrence  of  such  shocking  catastrophes;  and 
*U\  too,  without  first  appointing  a  committee  to  inquire 
hov  many  ill-fated  mortals  had  fallen  victim)  to  your 
p^ist  remissness.  He  who  will  not  believe  the  testimony 
iccumiilated  upon  the  points — firs*,  that  the  election  for 
dele^tes  to  the  second  convention  were  fairly  conduct- 
t^,  second,  that  the  votes  for  the  assenting  delegates  for 
iLe  li«t  convention  exceeded,  by  a  large  majority,  that 
hr  both  assenting  and  disagreeing  delegates  for  the  first 
convention;  and,  thirdly,  that  at  least  four  fifths  of  the 
KTereign  people  of  Michigan  would  rather  come  into 
the  Union  upon  what  they  deemed  the  hard  terms  propo- 
>-'lby  (he  act  of  last  sesVion  of  Congress,  rather  than  be 
linger  postponed — those  who  are  yet  unbelievers  in 
tlefe  several  propositions  must  be  sceptical  in  the  ez- 
L'croc. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Haa- 
^i'^]  has  asked  me,  in  a  tone  of  triumph,  and  chal- 
•''•i^td  me  to  answer  him,  whether  there  ould  be  in 
Mcli|^an  a  constitutional  Gjvernment  and  a  revolutiona- 
7  Government  in  operation  at  one  and  at  the  same  time. 
^*i  said  Mr.  v.,  the  gentleman  begs  the  question 
*!icn  ite  assumes  that  it  is  necessary  for  our  purpose  to 
'hjt  that  a  constitutional  Government  and  a  revolution- 
^7  Government  can  legitimately  coexist  in  a  State. 
H.*  contended,  as  will  be  remembered,  that  there  was 
'->  constitutional  Government  in  Michigan,  which  Con- 
rc»  lisd  abaolutely  recognised,  up  to  the  time  of  the 
second  convention.  Congress  had,  be  it  always  remem. 
^/^(i,  made  no  absolute  recognition  of  any  power  in 
^Ichgin  but  that  which  was  lodged  in  the  people  of 
*''e  Ttrriiury.  Tttc  gentleman,  in  one  part  of  his  speech, 
H:ni^^ed  Out  Michigan  had  been  somewhat  irregular  in 
'>•!'  first  movement;  that,  strictly  speaking,  she  could 
'-»  change^  her  Territorial  relation,  and  fornr  a  State 
t'l  ■stiiiiliun,  without  first  obtaining  the  ^sent  of  Con- 
r<M;  but  that  Congress,  if  it  saw  fit,  could  waive  the  ir> 
'cjjuUrlty  of  the  proceedings  of  the  people  of  Michignn, 
pi  ratify  and  afErm  their  doings.  The  gentleman  had 
'''r*!»er  contended  (hat  the  first  convention  was  the  fruit 
'•^  the  constitutional  Government,  and  that  the  last  con- 
^t.iton  was  an  emanatiun  of  the  revolutionary  Govern- 
•^■ct-L  Sr,  stid  Mr.  V.,  both  were  equally  revulutinn- 
'')  in  their  character,  if  an  amendment  of  (he  constidi- 
'  •'^  *M  effected  by  the  acceptance  of  (he  terms  propo- 
Y<1  by  Congress.  It  had  already  too  often  been  »aid  (hat 
*:iere  was  but  one  mode  of  amending  the  constitution  uf 
^chig%n,  according  to  the  organic  law  which  the  peo- 
Y'  ^\  that  State  had  adopted;  and  that  the  first  conven- 
''"was  no  more  the  cljild  of  that  constitution  than  was 
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the  second.     Under  and  accorcling  to  that  constitution, 
the  first  convention  had  no  right  to  amend  it. 

We  have,  said  Mr.  V.,  heard  a  great  deal  said  about 
revolutions,  and  some  portions  of  the  elaborate  argument 
of  his  friend  from  Maryland,  as  to  the  right  of  the  peo- 
ple to  revolutionize  their  Government,  able  as  it  was, 
was,  (he  spoke  with  great  deference  to  ihe  superior  abil- 
ity and  experience  of  that  gentleman,)  he  humbly  appre- 
hended, somewhat  calculated  to  mislead  those  who  had 
not  attended  very  strictly  to  the  facts  and  to  the  true 
points  in  this  case.  It  was  calculated  to  induce  the  sus- 
picion or  fear  that  some  terrible  revolution  may  have 
been  wrought  there.  Sir,  there  has  been  no  revolution 
in  the  Government  of  Michigan.  Though  a  little  terri- 
tory may  have  been  taken  from  her  at  one  end,  and  a 
little  mora|ynay  have  been  added  at  another,  all  the 
guaranteeRirown  around  (lie  rights  of  person  and  prop- 
erty, by  the  constitution  of  Michigan,  were  still  there, 
unchanged  and  unmodified  in  any  particular.  Was  the 
Government  provided  by  the  constitution  of  Michigan 
republican?  It  fe  still  so.  Did  it  secure  the  freedom 
of  conscience  and  religion,  and  the  freedom  of  the 
press?  It  still  does.  Did  it  prescribe  and  drfine  the 
duties  of  the  executive,  legislative,  and  judicial  branch- 
es of  the  Government^  It  still  does.  Did  it  prescribe 
the  qualifications  of  electors?  It  still  does.  D  d  it  se- 
cure the  citizen  against  unwarrantable  searches  and 
seizures,  and  guaranty  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  f  It  still 
does.  All  these  fundamental  provisions — the  life  and 
soul  and  essence  of  the  constitution — are  still  there,  not- 
withstanding the  terrible  revolution  we  have  beard  so 
much  of.  What,  then,  is  this  monstrous  revolution,  (his 
radical  change  of  the  constitution,  about  which  we  have 
heard  such  doleful  jeremiads?  Why,  sir,  a  little  piece 
of  territory  has  been  taken  from  ojie  end  of  the  State, 
and  a  little  more  than  an  equivalent  has  been  added  to 
the  other,  and  all  with  the  consent  and  direction  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  before  Michigan  bad  ab- 
solutely passed  from  under  her  tutelage,  and  with  the 
consent,  loo,  of  a  large  majority  of  the  people  of  Michi- 
gan. 

This,  said  Mr.  V.,  brought  him  to  another  point,  up- 
on which  he  proposed  to  dwell  for  only  a  moment.  He 
was  not  prepared  to  admit  that  territory  was  so  much  of 
the  essence  of  even  a  regularly  organized  State  (not  to 
mention  a  mere  Territory)  as  that  a  litde  addition  to,  or 
subtraction  from,  the  territory  which  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  State  originally  covered,  could  nut  be  made  without 
altering  or  amending  its  constitution.  The  constitution 
of  the  Unhed  States,  when  it  was  framed  and  adopted, 
did  not  contemplate  the  addition  of  Louisiana  or  Florida. 
It  did  not  originally  cover  either;  and  yet  this  immense 
territory  was  purchased,  and  your  federal  jurisdiction 
was  extended  over  it,  without  amending  your  federal 
constitution.  Constitutions,  after  all,  seemed  to  be  a 
little  more  elastic,  or  a  little  more  capable  of  contraction, 
than  many  gentlemen  seemed  to  imagine.  There  have 
been  various  controversies  between  States,  respecting 
disputed  boundary  lines;  and  they  have  all  been  settled 
without  feeling  it  necessary  to  amend  their  constitutions, 
and  without  dreaming  that  their  constitutions  were  in 
effect  amended  thereby.  New  York,  long  after  the 
adoption  uf  her  constitution,  cUimed  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  what  is  now  Vermont.  She  relinquished  all 
claim  of  jurisdiction  over  it,  without  ever  supposing 
thaf  her  constitution  was  amended  by  (he  operation. 
But,  sir,  let  us  come  down  to  a  liter  period.  Fur  many 
years,  and  until  very  lately,  there  has  been  a  controver- 
sy between  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  respecting  the 
true  boundary  line  between  those  two  contiguous  Slate*. 
The  gallant  Jerseymen  were  very  pugnacious  when  they 
fancied  that  the  Empire  State  was  disposed  to  trespass 
upon  their  o)  stcr  beds.     The  matter  was  once  brought 
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before  the  Supreme  Court  oF  the  United  Siateei,  and  had, 
as  he  believed,  been  finally  adjusted,  without  any 
amendment  of  constitutions  on  either  side.  The  States, 
through  their  Leg*i.«<Iature8,  were  constantly  ceding  juris- 
diction (o  the  United  States,  for  military  or  naval  pur- 
posesj  and  all  this,  too,  without  amending  their  constitu- 
tions. Constitutions,  said  Mr.  V.,  are  organic  laws,  that 
guard  the  cardinal  rights  of  States  and  communities;  and 
if,  in  the  progress  of  events,  a  small  portion  of  territory, 
or  a  few  members  of  the  community,  once  shielded  by 
this  law,  be  severed  from  it,  it  is  idle  to  say  that  it  is  not 
operative  and  binding  upon  the  main  body  that  remain, 
without  resorting  to  the  process  of  amendment. 

A  change  in  the  constitution  of  a  State,  a  revolution  in 
Government,  is  something  more  than  the  loss  of  a  few 
miles  of  disputed  territory  over  which  the  l^vernment 
was  originally  extended.  It  is  not  quite  so  insignificant 
an  affair.  It  is  not  a  gentle  breeze,  that  merely  tears 
off  a  branch  or  a  leaf,  but  a  tornado,  that  sweeps  away 
the  main  pillars  and  the  very  corner  stones  of  the  edi- 
fice, and  levels  the  old  order  of  things  to  the  ground. 
It  shakes  whole  nati«n%  and  marks  its  career  with  deso- 
lation and  blood.  To  call  the  orderly  proceedings  of 
the  free  people  of  Michigan,  in  this  instance,  a  revolu- 
tion, is  indeed  contradicting  all  our  former  notions  of 
revolutions  of  Government.  It  is  disparag'ng  and  libel- 
ling that  great  and  glorious  struggle  which  secured  to 
us  the  right  of  sitting  here,  and  legislating  for  a  grest,  a 
free,  and  a  happy  people. 

At  the  same  {\m<i  that  he  deemed  it  unnecessary  for 
the  purposes  of  the  question  immediately  before  the 
House  to  have  gone  into  all  the  profound  and  elementa- 
ry learning  extant  as  to  the  right  of  the  people  to  resort 
to  this  extreme  remedy,  he  did  not  wish  to  be  consider- 
L'd  as  entirely  repudiating  the  doctrines  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Thomas.]  Deny  to  the  people 
the  right  of  changing  their  Government,  when  it  becomes 
either  oppressive  or  inadequate  to  the  purposes  for 
which  it  was  instituted,  and  you  deny  the  very  cause 
which  gave  existence  to  us  as  a  nation.  You  open 
sources  of  sovereignty  other  than  those  which  your 
fathers  taught  you,  and  array  yourselves  against  the 
principles  which  were  promulgated  to  the  world  in  that 
immortal  instrument  which  declared  your  independence 
as  a  nation.  But,  sir,  neither  the  time  nor  the  occasion 
will  justify  my  going  into  an  elaborate  disquisition  on  the 
inherent  rights  of  man  and  the  origin  of  government. 

It  has  been  asked,  and  will  doubtless  again  be  asked, 
if  Michigan  was  not,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  a  sov- 
ereign State  when  you  passed  the  law  of  the  last  session 
admitting  her  into  tlie  Union,  after  she  should  have  ex- 
ecuted certain  conditions  on  her  part,  how  coulJ  she 
choose  Senators  in  Congress,  and  a  Uepresentative  to 
this  House,  before  the  act  of  Congress  had  passed?  The 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Hardin]  had  himself 
given  the  answer  to  this.  He  had  told  us  that  although 
the  proceedings  of  Michigan,  in  forming  a  State  consti- 
tution and  organizing  a  State  Government,  were  prema- 
ture and  irregular,  yet  it  was  competent  for  Congress  to 
waive  this  irregularity,  and  to  ratify  and  confirm  what 
Michigan  had  thus  done.  There  is  a  difference  between 
adopting  and  ratifying  an  unauthorized  thing  after  it  is 
done,  and  authorizing  the  doing  of  it  before  it  is  done. 
You  are  constantly  passing  ]a\AS  ponfirftiing  titles  that 
are  either  void  or  voidable,  yet  it  does  nut  follow  from 
tliis  that  the  title  which  you  are  thus  called  upon  to  per- 
fect was  good  before  your  act  of  confirmation  passed. 
The  adoption  and  ratification  of  an  act,  originally  irreg- 
ular, by  a  party  competent  to  adopt  or  ratify,  legalizes 
the  act  from  its  inception.  If,  as  between  individual,  a 
party,  professing  to  be  your  agent,  usurps  authority 
which  he  had  strictly  no  right  to  exercise,  and  dots  an 
act  which  he  had  no  right  to  do,  and  you  aftetwaids 


adopt  and  ratify  the  act,  you  make  him  your  agent  from 
the  beginning.  Mr.  V.  said  there  were  too  many  law- 
ycr«,  and,  if  not  lawyers,  too  many  gentlemen  of  sound 
discrimination  and  strong  common  sense,  now  in  his 
hearing,  to  require  him  longer  to  dilate  upon  this  topic. 
Sir,  said  Mr.  V.,  I  have  now  said,  upon  the  points  in- 
volved in  this  case,  all  that  I  demeed  myself  called  upon 
to  say,  as  a  member  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  to 
which  this  whole  subject  was  referred.  I  have  attempt- 
ed, as  is  ever  my  study,  ao  to  discuss  this  subject  as  to 
give  offence  to  no  gentleman,  and  have  endeavored  to 
exclude  from  my  discourse,  feeble  as  it  bsa  been,  all 
extraneous  topics.  I  will  not  so  far  degrade  the  pn  ud 
place  to  which  my  constituents  have  here  elevated  me  as 
to  pervert  it  on  every  occasion  into  the  means  of  pnuring 
forth  parly  tirades  against  political  adversaries.  There 
are  duties  and  topics  that  belong  to  the  stump  and  tbe 
electioneeringrostrum,and  there  are  duties  and  topics  that 
appropriately  belong  to  your  halls  of  legislation.  There 
is  a  style,  a  tone,  and  a  temper,  that  may  well  become 
the  harangue  occasions  of  political  gladiators  elsewhere, 
and  which  illy  accords  with  the  dignity  and  amenity  ibat 
should  always  be  observed  in  your  halls  of  legislatiuc. 
I  wish  not,  sir,  to  assume  the  odious  office  of  censor  cf 
the  habits  and  practices  of  this  House.  I  claim  no  ex- 
emption from  those  that  are  exceptionable.  Standing, 
then,  in  the  relation  of  partieeps  criminUt  I  «  i^l  take  oc- 
casion to  say,  that  while  I  have  had  the  honor  of  a  seat 
in  this  House,  there  has  been  generally  too  great  an  in- 
clination in  gentlemen  here  to  wander  from  the  true 
point  under  debate,  too  great  a  propensity  to  deal  in 
common-place  party  denunciation,  rather  than  illustrate 
great  questions  of  principle  with  fair,  with  terse  ami 
statesmanlike  logic.  Amid  the  thousand  speeches  ll>it 
are  constantly  thrown  off  here  about  matters  and  things 
ill  general,  compact,  well-digested,  and  instructive  argu- 
ments are  indeed  **  like  angels'  visits,  few  and  f^r  be* 
tween.*'  It  was  not  so,  sir,  in  the  early  days  of  the 
republic,  when  your  Madisons,  your  llamiltons,  )our 
Marshalls,  and  your  Ellsworths,  illuatrated  the  so* 
nals  of  your  legislation.  We  now,  at  this  lare  day,  con- 
stantly consult  their  speeches,  as  if  they  were  the  gifti 
of  oracles.  It  is,  sir,  because,  when  they  entered  tbc 
sacred  halls  of  legi&lation,  they  disdained  the  miserable 
trashy  ephemeral  party  topics  of  the  day,  and  dwelt  only 
on  qtiestions  of  interest.  Yes,  their  giant  intellects 
grappled  only  with  great  subjects  of  principle,  tbit 
concerned  the  public  weal,  not  only  for  a  day  or  a  year, 
but  for  ages  to  come.  It  is  high  time,  sir,  that  ve 
should  begin  to  emulate  their  example.  It  is  high  time 
that  we  begin  to  realize  that  the  people  did  not  send  us 
here  as  schoolmasters,  to  teach  them  what  candidate! 
they  had  better  honor  with  their  confidence,  and  to  tell 
them  of  the  foibles  or  the  virtues  of  the  ins  or  the  out*, 
but  as  agents  to  originate  measures  and  enact  laws  that 
may  conduce  to  their  permanent  happiness  and  pros- 
perity. 

When  Mr.  Vaxdxrpoel  had  taken  bis  seat« 
Mr.  TOUCT.Y  addressed  the  House  as  follows:  Ko 
one,  Mr.  Speaker,  rejoices  more  than  I  do  \\ni  the 
time  has  arrived  when  the  just  rights  of  the  people  of 
Michigan,  as  a  State  of  this  Union,  are  to  be  acknou!- 
edged  and  regarded.  After  every  obstacle  seemed  to 
have  been  removed,  and  every  difficulty  overcome,  ntv 
difficulties  and  new  obstacles  have  sprung  up,  and  the 
ground  is  contested  to  the  very  list  moment.  With  tbe 
right  secured  to  her,  by  the  fundamental  compact  oftiie 
ordinance  of  1787,  to  form  a  constitutirm  and  State  G(  v- 
ernmeiit,  and  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as  an  inde- 
pendent State,  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  otb<^r 
States,  whenever  her  popuUt:on  shculd  be  sixty  thou- 
sand in  number,  she  applied  to  Congress  to  pronJe  by 
law  for  that  event,  and   was  toU  there  was  no  time 


1445 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


1446 


Jaw.  24.  1837.] 


JSdmUsion  of  Michigan. 


[H.  OF  R. 


thea  to  attend  to  her  demand.  She  applied  a^ain  and 
igiio,  ind  the  mesiage  was  still  borne  to  her,  that  Con- 
gress was  DOt  yet  ready.  Having  a  population  far  ex- 
ceeding sisiv  thousand,  no  longer  waiting  for  a  prelimi- 
nary hw  Of  Congress,  she  proceeds d,  under  the  ordi- 
Dtnce  of  1787,  which  is  oF  higher  obligation  than  any 
liv,  as  unchangeable  and  more  so  than  the  constitution 
itself,  formed  a  constitution  and  State  Government,  and 
presented  herself  at  the  doors  of  Congress  for  admis- 
sion. She  vss  again  told  that  we  were  not  yet  ready, 
that  her  boundary  was  not  settled,  that  her  claims  con- 
fliCteU  with  those  of  another  State,  that  we  had  un- 
bounded authority  to  settle  that  controversy,  (now  of 
more  than  thirty  years' duration,)  and  to  prescribe  her 
limits  by  law,  and  that  she  must  wait  until  we  could  find 
time  to  exercise  that  authority.  She  again  waited  during 
ai  almost  interminable  session,  her  Senators  and  Reprt- 
s?ntative  atanding  at  our  doors  for  more  than  half  a  year, 
a\d  we  finally  exercised  that  authority,  settled  the  con- 
(esied  boundary,  prescribed  her  limits  on  all  sides,  rati- 
fied, accepted,  and  confirmed,  her  constitution  and 
Slate  Government,  and  declared  her  to  be  a  sovereign 
IS 3  independent  Slate.  By  the  same  act,  we  declared 
ber  to  be  thereby  admitted  into  the  Union,  upon  the  ex- 
press condition  that  ber  boundaries  should  be  those 
viiicb  «e  then  assumed  and  exercised  the  authority  to 
prescribe. 

A  mind  of  ordinary  intelligence  would  have  supposed 
that,  having  gone  thus  far,  the  next  step  was  inevitable, 
arid  that  her  Senators  and  her  Kepresentative  would 
bive  been  admitted  to  their  seats;  that  the  right  of  par- 
ticipating in  framing  the  laws  which  she  was  to  obey 
vuuld  bare  been  practically  allowed;  that  taxation  and 
representation  would  no  longer  have  been  forced  asun- 
der; and  that  her  people,  already  become  a  powerful 
Suie,  would  DO  longer  be  denied  the  rightf>,  privileges, 
ttiJ  immunittesy  of  American  citizen*,  secured  to  them 
by  the  plighted  faith  of  the  nation,  by  the  unalterable 
compact  of  the  ordinance,  and  by  the  constitution  of  the 
I'nioQ.  But  their  just  rights  and  their  just  expecta- 
tions sere  not  regarded.  The  jealousy  of  controversy 
and  the  jealousy  of  questioned  power  were  not  ao  easily 
•ppeased. 

The  admission  of  the  State  of  Michigan  into  the  Union 
v«s  not  to  be  complete,  and  her  Senators  and  Re  present- 
it  res  were  not  to  take  their  seats,  until  the  boundaries 
prescribed  by  act  of  Congress  had  received  the  assent 
of  a  convention  of  delegates,  elected  by  the  people  of 
Michigan  fur  the  sole  purpose  of  giving  that  aasent. 
And  Dour,  when  that  assent  has  been  given,  as  I  shall  at- 
tr-mpt  to  ahow,  in  the  only  possible  mode,  and  the  voice 
^^  remonstrance  from  that  injured  people  is  not  heard, 
t'Ppusiiion  ia  raised  here,  her  convention  is  denounced 
a  revolutionary,  its  authority  denied,  and  the  time  for 
b"r  admission  into  the  Union,  properly  and  constitution- 
*^'y»  it  IS  sa'id»  has  not  yet  come. 

1  uk  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  plain  view  of 
(bis  question.  I  apprehend  the  die  is  cast,  the  subject 
^'M  gone  from  our  hands,  the  only  power  we  have  is  to 
icknowledge  the  truth,  to  recognise  the  existence  of  an 
'f»>^q>endeut  State  of  this  Union,  and  to  admit  the  just 
claims  of  her  delegates  in  both  Houses  of  Congress. 

L«yjk  to  the  peninsula  of  Michii;an.  What  du  we  he- 
boid there/  A  State,  in  fact,  with  a  population  of  two 
hundred  thousand;  with  definite  boundaries,  now  at  all 
cv£()ts  fixed  beyond  the  control  of  Congress;  with  a  con- 
stitution and  State  Government;  leg»!>lative,  judicial,  and 
txfcutire  departments;  with  laws  enacted,  sdministered, 
^^'d  executed  by  its  own  authority;  all  its  officers  per- 
i^rming  their  respective  functions,  without  interruption 
^  Without  question — Michigan  is  a  State  de  facto, 

Sbe  is  nghifuUy  a  State.    By  the  fundamental  compact 
^f  the  ordinance  of  1787,  she  was  entitled,  when  her 


boundaries  were  fixed,  and  her  population  amounted  to 
sixty  thousand,  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  Govern- 
ment fur  herself.  Her  boundaries  are  fixed  beyond  the 
reach  of  any  authority  known  in  this  country,  except 
her  own'.  Her  population  is  sixty  thousand  three  times 
told.  She  has  fiirmed  her  own  constitution  and  State 
Government,  in  pursuance  of  the  right  secured  to  her 
by  the  compact;  a  right  inherent  in  her  people,  which 
cannot  be  taken  from  them  except  by  brute  force,  by  a 
fligrant  violation  of  the  pubic  faith,  of  the  articles  of 
compact,  and  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  Staler, 
which  guaranties  the  perpetual  obligation  of  that  com 
pact,  and  by  violating  the  rights  of  every  American  citi- 
zen within  her  limits.  The  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  by  the  act  of  June  last,  has  accepted,  ratified, 
and  confirmed,  her  constitution  and  Slate  G'uernment, 
without  restriction  or  quttlification,  save  that  they  are 
declared  to  be  of  force  only  within  the  boundaries,  pre- 
scribed. Within  those  boundaries  that  constitution  and 
State  Government  are  of  binding  force,  by  authority  of 
the  people  of  Michigan,  and  by  the  sanction  of  an  act 
of  Congress.  The  Territorial  Government  is  abolished; 
the  Territorial  jurisdiction  is  withdrawn;  not  a  vestige 
of  it  remains.  It  has  receded  before  the  State  jurisdic- 
tion, which  has  sprung  up  in  its  place.  Mchigan  is  a 
State  dejure  as  well  as  a  State  defacio* 

She  is  a  State  not  out  of  the  Union.  She  was  a  Ter- 
ritory under  the  authority  of  the  Union.  The  transition 
was,  from  a  Territory  under  the  authority  of  the  Union, 
to  a  Stale  under  the  authority  of  the  Union.  The  one 
necessarily  succeeds  to  the  other,  unless  a  change  is 
wrought  by  conquest;  unless,  by  conquest,  the  new 
State  goes  out  of  the  Union.  The  power  of  Congress 
can  only  be  exerted  by  maintaining  the  Territorial  au- 
thority; when  that  is  withdrswn,  and  lheSta<e  authority  is 
recognised,  the  result  in  constitutional  law  is  a  State 
under  the  authority  of  the  Union.  The  people  of 
Michigan  are  citizens  of  the  United  States,  subject  to 
the  federal  authority,  subject,  Itke  the  citizens  of  other 
States,  to  the  laws  of  Congress,  and  owe  an  allegiance 
to  this  Government,  which  miy  be  violated  by  acts  of 
treason  against  it.  They  are  each  and  all  of  them  not 
out  of  the  Union.  The  State  of  Michigan  can  neither 
negolia'e  foreign  alliances,  declare  war  nor  make  peace, 
maintain  armies  nor  navies,  coin  money  nor  issue  bills  of 
credit,  regulate  her  own  commerce,  nor  do  any  one  act 
which  is  prohibited  to  any  other  State.  AH  this,  and 
more,  she  might  do,  were  she  out  of  the  Union.  But 
she  cannot  do  it,  for  the  plain  and  obvious  reason  that 
she  is  bound  by  the  constitution.  That  a  State  and  the 
people  of  a  State  should  be  under  the  constitution,  and 
bound  by  it,  and  yel  be  out  of  the  Union,  and  without 
the  pate  of  the  constitution,  is  a  contradiction  in  terms. 
What  must  be  the  condition  of  a  State,  which  has  ev- 
ery essential  quality  and  circumstance  which  define  ev- 
ery other  State  in  this  confederacy,  it  is  unnecessary 
for  me  to  say. 

Michigan  is  then  a  State  de  fae{o,  a  State  de  jure,  a 
State  not  out  of  the  Union,  a  State  acknowledged  by  Con- 
gress, her  constitution  accepted  by  Congress,  her  State 
Government,  revolutionary  perhaps  in  its  origin,  ratified 
and  confirmed  by  Congress. 

What,  then,  will  you  do?  Will  yqu  put  her  cut  of  the 
Union?  You  cannot  doit.  Your  decree  would  be  im- 
potent. Two  hundred  thousand  American  citizens  can- 
not be  put  out  of  the  Union  by  act  of  Congress.  A  sov- 
ereign State,  whose  constitution  you  have  accepted, 
whose  State  Government  you  have  ral>fied  and  confirm- 
ed, which  is  bound  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the 
Union,  cannot  be  put  out  of  the  Union  by  act  ol  Congress, 
nor  can  she  be  put  out  of  existence.  Vtrhum  irrevoca' 
bile.  It  has  gone  forth.  It  is  too  late.  What,  then,  will 
you  do?    Have  you  the  power  to  exclude  her  delegates 
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from  these  balls?  Have  you  the  power  to  exclude  those 
of  any  other  State?  Have  you  the  power  to  refuse  to 
examine  the  electoral  votes?  You  may  do  so,  but  you 
have  not  the  right.  Tou  may  exercise  the  power,  but 
you  ride  over  the  constitution  of  the  country,  and  tram- 
ple under  foot  the  rights  of  every  man  it. 

Why,  then,  should  you  not  now  acknowUdge  and  de- 
clare the  admission  of  this  State  into  the  Union  upon  an 
equal  footing  with  others?  Are  her  limits  not  ultimately 
and  absolutely  prescribed?  Congress  either  had  or  had 
not  the  power  to  prescribe  lliem.  If  we  bad  the  power, 
we  have  exercised  it,  and  the  thing  is  done.  The  act  is 
valid.  It  cannot  be  more  than  valid  by  any  thing  we  can 
do,  or  by  any  thing  others  can  do;  and  the  condition  of 
assent  is  little  short  of  nugatory.  If  we  had  not  the 
power,  if  the  constitution  had  not  granted  us  the  power, 
the  act  is  void,  and  by  no  indirection  can  we  make  it 
otherwise.  And  the  condition  of  assent,  in  that  case,  is 
unconstitutional  and  void.  As  well  might  we  annex  a 
conditionlhat  Michigan  should  assent  for  all  time  to  come 
to  receive  her  Government  from  the  President  and  Sen- 
ate. If  we  have  not  the  power  to  do  it  directly,  we  can- 
not do  it  indirectly.  Will  any  member  in  this  House 
rise  up  in  his  place  and  say  that  the  object  whs  or  is  to 
force  the  people  of  Michigan  to  give  their  assent  to  an 
unconstitutional  and  void  act,  by  a  denial  of  their  consti> 
tutional  rights,  until  the  extorted  assent  should  be  given? 
I  think  not,  sir.  The  act  itself  assumes  that  Congress 
had  the  power.  That  power  is  exercised  in  the  form  of 
absolute  law.  The  object  of  the  condition  of  assent  was 
nut  to  create  power  where  it  was  denied,  nor  to  give 
validity  to  that  law.  It  had  quite  another  object;  and  that 
was,  to  prevent  dispute,  conflict,  litifrfttiong  agitation, 
between  two  sovereign  States  of  this  Union;  and  that  in 
reference  to  a  law  which  we  asserted  the  power  to 
enact,  and  did  enact. 

Why,  then,  I  ask  again,  shall  we  not,  without  further 
delay,  acknowledge  and  declare  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Michigan  into  the  Union  upon  an  equal  footing 
with  all  other  States^  She  has  fixed  ai.d  unalterable 
limits  given  her  by  Congress,  and  your  power  is  exhaust- 
ed. She  has  a  constitution  which  Congress  has  approved 
as  republican^  and  that  work  is  done.  She  has  set  up  a 
State  Government  under  it,  without  your  previous  as- 
sent, and  Congress  has  ratified  and  confirmed  it  by  its 
subsequent  assent.  All  this  has  been  dune  on  the  part 
of  Congress  unconditionally.  And  the  act  goes  even 
further.  It  declares  that  she  if  thereby  admitted  into  the 
Union,  upon  the  eipress  condition  that  her  jurisdiction 
shall  be  confined  to  certain  boundaries;  and  then  the 
very  act  itself,  if  not  founded  in  usurpation,  effectually 
executes  that  condition,  by  prescribing  absolutely  those 
very  boundaries.  Why,  then,  I  repeat,  shall  we  not  ac- 
knowledge and  declare  her  admission  to  be  absolute  and 
complete? 

Because  it  is  said  her  admission,  by  the  terms  of  the 
act  of  Congress  is  not  to  be  deemed  complete,  and 
her  representatives  are  not  to  be  admitted  to  their  seats, 
until  those  boundaries  have  received  the  assent  of  a  con- 
vention of  delegates  elected  by  the  people  of  Michigan 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  giving  that  assent;  and  it  is  urged 
that  this  assent  has  not  been  duly  given.  It  is  not  denied, 
by  any  one,  that  a  convention  of  delegates,  cLimiiig  to 
have  been  elected  by  the  people  of  Michigan  for  this 
sole  purpose,  have  absented  in  their  behalf  to  this  act  of 
Congress.  But  various  objections  to  that  convention 
have  been  made.  If  these  can  be  removed  out  of  the 
way,  the  assent  will  stand,  and  this  condition — even  this 
condition — will  be  acknowledged  on  all  sides  to  have 
been  performed. 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  said  that  this  convention  was  not 
ealled  by  the  Legislature  of  Michigan.  The  constitution 
of  Michigan  was  valid,  or  not  valid.     If  not  valid,  the 


State  Government  set  up  under  it  was  in  the  same  pre- 
dicament, and  the  Legislature  had  no  authority  whatever 
to  call  this  convention.  If  valid,  the  objection  is  equally 
overthrown;  for  the  Legislature,  under  that  constitution, 
had  no  authority,  in  any  event  whatever,  to  call  a  con- 
vention for  the  purpose  indicated  in  the  actof  Conf^resi. 
It  was  authorized,  in  a  certain  mode,  to  submit  an  amend- 
ment to  the  people.  It  was  authorized,  also,  in  a  cer- 
tain mode,  to  submit  to  the  people  the  question  of  a 
general  convention;  and,  if  ordered  by  the  people,  to 
make  certain  provisions  in  regard  to  it.  But  it  was  not  au- 
thorized to  call  a  convention  for  any  purpose,  much  leu 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  asaent  required-  by  th's  act 
of  Congress.  It  had  no  power  over  the  subject,  none 
whatever.  Its  sanction,  given  or  withheld,  would  be  of 
the  same  importance  with  that  of  any  other  e qusl  num- 
ber of  men,  in  or  out  of  Michigan,  who  had  no  poaer 
over  the  subject;  that  is,  of  no  importance  at  all.  By  what 

1>roceF8  of  reasoning  the  conclusion  is  reached,  that  the 
egal  and  constitutional  effect  of  a  legislative  act,  which 
cannot  by  possibility  have  any  legal  or  constitutional  ef- 
fect whatever,  should  be  deemed  essential  to  the  validity 
of  this  convention,  1  am  utterly  unable  to  discover.  The 
process  is  quite  too  subtle  for  the  grasp  of  ordinary 
minds. 

The  act  of  Congress  requires  no  such  thing.  It  is 
entirely  silent  on  the  subject,  nor  can  it  be  implied  by 
construction.  The  law  never,  by  implication,  requires! 
void  act;  an  act  which  in  itself  would  be  unauthorized 
and  void.  And  wilf  any  qne  say  that  Congress,  with 
the  constitution  of  Michigan  before  them,  and  accepted, 
ratified,  and  confirmed,  by  this  very  act,  intended  to  ex- 
act an  impossibility — the  exertion  of  legislative  auihoniy 
which  by  that  constitution  had  no  existence,  and 
which  Congress  well  knew  had  no  existence,  and  to  ex- 
clude that  State  from  the  Union  until  that  impo&sibili'y 
had  been  performed. 

This  disposes,  also,  of  a  second  objection  which  im 
been  made,  not  much  insisted  or. — ^that  the  first  conven- 
tion, which  refused  its  assent  to  this  condition,  had  ihe 
sanction  of  the  Legislature  of  Michigan,  which,  at  the 
same  time,  disclaimed  any  authority  over  the  subject.  For 
it  has  not  been  and  will  not  be  denied,  that  if  the  second 
convention  had  the  same  authority  without  that  sanction, 
it  could  reverse  the  doings  of  the  first;  that  is,  if  it  itad 
the  power  of  calling  a  convention  of  the  people  of  Mictii- 

The  whole  subject  lies  within  a  very  narrow  space. 
From  its  very  nature,  it  admiisof  but  two  questions:  one 
of  fact,  the  other  of  power.  Was  there  a  convention 
elected  by  the  people  of  Michigan?  If  so,  had  they  the 
power  to  give  the  assent  required?  Both  propositions 
have  been  denied;  and  it  is  that  denial  which  raises  the 
only  two  questions  deserving  of  much  notice. 

I  shall  not  detain  the  House  at  this  late  hour  by  in 
elaborate  examination  and  argument  of  the  question  of 
fact.  It  has  already  been  done  in  the  most  conclusive 
and  unanswerable  manner  by  my  friends  of  the  commit- 
tee to  which  this  subject  was  referred,  the  member  from 
Maryland,  who  spoke  the  other  day,  [Mr.  Thomas,]  and 
the  member  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Vahderfoel,]  who 
addressed  the  House  this  mornii>g.  Those  who  are  nut 
already  convinced  that  this  convention  was  elected  by 
the  people  of  Michigan,  received  the  sanction  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Michigan,  and  spoke  the  voice  of  the  people  of 
Michigan,  will  not  be  convinced.  They  were  required 
to  elect  this  convention  to  obtain  the  benefits  of  this 
Union,  which  they  had  so  much,  so  long,  and  so  justly 
desired,  and  which  they  thought  themselves  unjubtiy  de- 
prived of.  It  was  not  a  trifling  occasion.  They  were 
appealed  to  with  all  the  influence  and  authority  of  Con* 
griss;  they  were  appealed  to  by  their  own  Executive; 
they  were  appealed  to  by  numerous  assemblies,  in  rsri- 
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0U9  ptrts  of  the  Sttte.  The  public  will  bad  been  clear- 
Ir  dtscioMd  in  tbe  recent  elections,  when  convention  or 
DO  convention,  assent  or  diasent,  was  tbe  test  question. 
A  great  revolution  of  the  public  mind  towards  peace 
ind  bariDony,  and  acquiescence  in  the  dciings  of  Con- 
gren,  had  taken  place;  so  cirar  and  decisive  that  it  was 
sot  to  be  denied.  The  people  were  called  upon,  by  ir- 
rfststible  considerations,  to  act— to  express  their  dissent, 
if  they  did  not  assent.  The  vote  was  taken.  Nearly 
(hree  thouund  votes  were  given  for  assenting  to  the  set 
of  Coflgreas  more  than  were  cast  on  both  sides  at  the 
previous  election;  and  now,  when  the  doings  of  the  sec- 
ond convention  are  brought  here,  to  be  made  the  mere 
basis  of  our  action,  and  Co  receive  the  sanction  of  this 
bod/,  and  that  known  to  every  man  in  Michigan,  tbe 
ahifper  of  remonstrance  is  not  heard !  It  is  in  vain  to 
nj  that  ihii  convention  was  not  the  convention  of  a  large 
mtjortty  of  the  people  of  Michigan.  It  was  not  and 
could  not  iiave  been  called  in  pursuance  of  any  provision 
ro  their  const Uution.  It  was  not  and  could  not  have 
been  caited  by  their  existing  Legislature.  It  WkS  not 
ind  could  not  have  been  called  by  the  act  of  Gongresa. 
Avare  of  all  this,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  Congress  de- 
i.?')edly  left  it  to  be  the  spontaneous  act  of  the  people, 
ealled  by  their  authority,  and  clothed  with  their  authori- 
ty- At  all  events.  Congress,  claiming  the  power  to  es- 
tibRsh  the  boundary  line,  without  the  assent  of  the  peo- 
ple of  M  chigan,  and  having  exercised  that  power  by 
t'ie  enactment  of  a  law,  was  content  to  require  it,  as  a 
c  liidition  (o  her  complete  admission  into  the  Union,  that 
the  line  so  established  sliould  receive  the  assent  of  a  con- 
Ttat'on  of  delegates,  elected  by  the  people  of  Michigan 
fof  ib^  sole  purpose  of  giving  that  assent.  That  has  been 
d^ne  10  ibe  only  possible  mode;  and  the  condition  has 
be.>n  complied  with.  Compliance  is  one  thing;  the  ef- 
ftc)  of  the  act  of  compliance  is  another.  It  is  immaterial 
¥hit  may  be  the  effect  of  that  assent.  If  Congress  had 
imposed  the  condition  that  the  Legislature  of  Ohio  or 
H^tauuri  shmild  assent,  and  that  assent  had  been  given, 
the  condition  would  liave  been  complied  with,  though 
both  the  condition  and  tbe  compliance  might  have  been  of 
H<7  litile  importance.  I  am  satiafied  that  this  conven- 
'Ma  bad  the  sanction  of  the  people  of  Michigan;  was  the 
i^torihe  majority,  not  of  the  minority;  and  that  the 
k^ient  required  by  the  act  of  Congreas,  in  its  true 
^^^\  to  the  very  letter,  has  been  given,  and  will  be  re- 
dded. ^ 

Hut,  air,  another  objection  has  been  made,  which,  I 
jaitik  It  apparent,  from  what  has  already  been  said,  can 
i^^e  but  Utile  application  to  the  subject  now  under  con- 
••deraiioo^  and  yet  ihe  monatrous  doctrine  which  it  in- 
V/lvet  i  cannot  pass  by  without  a  word  of  comment.  It 
>^  o^d  that  a  majority  of  the  people  of  a  State  cannot 
■''^r  kn  existing  const itution,  unless  it  be  in  the  manner 
Ponied  out  by  that  constitution,  or  in  pursuance  of  some 
>fw*Hin  of  law.  Sir,  I  cannot  consent  to  this  propo- 
kU^i.  It  is  at  war  w  ith  the  fundamental  fact  of  political 
•cence,  at  leaat  aa  understood  in  America— the  supreme 
fo»ir  ofihe  people,  their  right  to  govern  themselves. 

(s  there  a  man  in  this  country  who  will  deny  that  the 
People  are  the  source  of  all  political  authority }  If  they 
L'e  m,  I  hen  tbe  exercise  of  it  is  by  their  consent,  and  < 
^9*»fw  their  conaent.  Consent  of  whom.^  Of  t^trj 
^uQ?  Of  a  unanimous  people?  That  were  impossible. 
->«  necessity,  the  majority  must  give  that  consent.  And 
^^>en  given,  it  continues  until  withdrawn.  Its  continu- 
>  ce  1%  the  continuance  of  that  authority.  I  ts  wii  hdraw- 
*'^ear,  deliberate,  and  solemn  withdrawal — ^is  the  ter- 
'fw.itioo  of  Uiat  authority.     Otherwise,   tbe  supreme 


self-government,  is  abandoned;  and  an  oligarchy,  or  tyr- 
rany  in  some  other  form,  is  established. 

By  what  authority  exists  every  State  Government  in 
this  Union?  The  impress  is  borne  upon  its  face:  the 
consent  of  the  people.  •*  We,  the  people  of  the  State, 
do  ordain  and  establish  this  constitution."  It  is  the  con- 
sent of  the  majority  of  the  people;  that  is,  of  the  people, 
by  the  voice  of  the  majority.  It  is  this  consent  wh  ch 
gives  the  constitution  its  authority.  It  is  not  a  prelifDi- 
nary  law.  It  is  not  the  form  of  proceeding.  It  is  the 
fact  of  this  consent.  I'he  violation  of  form,  or  of  previ> 
ous  law,  does  not  invalidate  it.  It  is  the  supreme  pow- 
er, which  is  superior  to  previous  law  or  mere  form,  and 
by  its  essential  character  sweeps  both  out  of  the  way, 
and  the  former  constitution  slong  with  them.  The  forms 
and  conditions,  and  embarrassments  and  entanglementp, 
as  long  as  they  prevent  the  people  from  acting,  are  effec- 
tual; but  when  they  break  through  these,  when  the  peo- 
ple, by  a  majority,  clearly  and  deliberately,  in  an  authen- 
tic form,  lay  them  aside,  and  declare  it  to  be  their  will 
that  a  change  be  made,  and  with  that  solemn  purpose 
decree  that  it  is  made,  the  supreme  power  is  exerted, 
and  the  thing  is  done. 

The  supreme  power  of  the  people  is  very  familiar  in 
this  country.  They  make  consti< uiions  and  they  unmake 
them.  The  same  authority  which  does  the  one  can  do 
the  other.  They  do  not  part  with  their  sovereignty  by 
setting  up  a  State  Government,  lliey  exercise  it  in  that 
mode.  It  does  not  pass  out  of  them  and  into  others. 
There  is  no  grantee,  but  there  are  agents — agents  in  ex- 
ecutive, judicial,  and  legislative  departments,  who  are 
authorized  and  restrained  by  that  sovereign  will.  The 
constitution,  while  it  continues,  expresses  that  will.  The 
will  of  the  minority  does  not  sustain  it;- neither  can  it 
overthrow  it.  The  will  of  the  maj«»rity,  clearly  and  de-  . 
liberately  expressed,  and  with  that  purpose,  necessarily 
does  both. 

Put  the  strongest  case  that  can  be  supposed.  A  con- 
stitution is  declared  to  be  unchangeable  and  perpetual. 
Will  any  man  contend  the  people  cannot  amend  it  ^  I 
think  not.  We  ahould  see  the  issue  made  between  the 
supreme  power  of  a  former  generation  over  the  present 
generation,  and  the  supreme  power  of  the  present  gen- 
eration over  itself.  The  supreme  power,  the  right  of 
self-government,  is  at  all  times  in  the  people.  They 
cannot  part  with  it.  It  cannot  be  taken  from  them.  It 
cannot  be  transferred  to  a  minority  any  longer  than  the 
majority  consent;  in  other  words,  it  cannot  be  transfer- 
red at  all.  If  it  could  be,  the  minority  would  have  the 
supremacy  over  the  sovereign  power;  a  proposition  in- 
consistent upon  its  face.  Disguise  it  as  you  a^ill,  the 
question  is  between  the  sovereignty  of  the  people  and 
the  sovereignty  of  the  minority;  the  right  of  self-govern- 
ment and  the  condition  of  being  governed.  The  com- 
munity of  any  State,  not  governed  by  its  consent,  but 
against  its  consent,  not  governed  by  its  will,  but  sgainst 
its  will,  deliberately  expressed  for  the  purpose  of  throw- 
ing off  that  control,  is  in  bondage. 

Sir,  it  is  this  principle  of  the  supreme  power  of  the 
people,  of  the  right  of  the  peopleto  govern  themselves, 
which  was  the  chief  controlling  principle  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution,  which  is  the  foundation  of  all  our  institu- 
tions, which  is  the  basis  of  every  State  Government  in 
the  IJnion,  and  without  which  liberty  is  but  a  name.  It 
Is  the  contest  of  liberty  every  where,  and  at  all  times, 
for  the  power  of  the  people  against  a  smaller  number— 
a  few,  or  one.  In  whatever  place  and  with  whatever 
fortune  the  contest  may  be  going  on,  speed  to  it.  Let 
not  its  champions  be  disheartened.  The  cause  is  a  good 
one.  It  must  ultimately  prevail— it  will  finally  triumph. 
It  may  be  obstructed,  it  may  languish,  but,  in  the  end, 
it  is  sure  to  triumph. 

I  will  detain  the  Hotise  no  longer.    I  would  not  have 
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detained  it  thas  long,  bad  not  my  sentiments  been  some* 
whmt  different  from  those  expressed  by  others.  The 
people  of  Michigan  have  been  unjustly  delayed.  In  this 
chosen  and  favored  land,  where  liberty  has  taken  her 
residence,  where  the  rights  of  men  are  best  known  and 
mohX  regarded,  the  whole  people  of  Michigan  have  been 
made  the  victims  of  injustice.  It  is  time  that  it  should 
cease.  I  trust  the  House  will  not  adjourn  this  night  with- 
out giving  a  pledge  to  them,  by  its  action  upon  this  bill, 
that  their  rights  are  to  be  respected,  without  further  em- 
barrassment, vexation,  or  delay. 

Mr.  STORER  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  A.  MANN  said  that,  believing  that  Michigan  was 
entitled  to  come  into  the  Union  under  the  conditions  con- 
tained in  the  bill  of  the  last  session,  and  believing  that, 
at  this  advanced  stage  of  the  present  session,  there  was 
no  general  disposition  to  protract  the  debate,  he  moved 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  JENIFER  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  moved  that  the  House  adjourn.  Mr.  B. 
desired  to  inquire  from  the  Chair  whether,if  the  motion 
to  adjourn  prevailed,  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  would  not  come  up  first  in  order  when  the 
bill  was  again  taken  up. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  the  motion  to  adjourn 
prevailed:  Ayes  83,  noes  37. 

So  the  House  adjourned. 

WXDHSSDAT,  JllfUAnT  ^5. 

William  Hxrod,  elected  a  member  of  this  House  to 
fill  the  VBCsncy  occasioned  by  the  lamented  death  of  Mr. 
KiNNABD,  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  bis  seat. 

MILEAGE  OF  MEMBERS. 

The  unfinished  business  of  the  morning  hour  was  the 
following  resolution,  heretofore  offered  by  Mt.  Ussas- 
vood: 

*<  Retolved,  That  the  Clerk  be  directed  to  Isy  before 
this  House  a  statement  showing  the  mileage  claimed  and 
the  sums  paid  therefor,  to  the  members  of  this  House 
and  the  Delegates  from  Territories,  respectively,  during 
the  last  and  present  session  of  Congress (  and  that  he  al- 
so procure  and  lay  before  this  House  a  similar  statement 
in  regard  to  the  Senators  in  Congress." 

To  which  Mr.  Claiborne,  of  Mississippi,  heretofore 
offered  the  following  amendment: 

**And  be  it  furfher  resohed.  That  a  select  committee 
of  five  be  appointed,  with  power  to  send  for  persons 
and  papers,  to  irquire  into  and  report  to  this  House 
^hat  deduction,  if  any,  the  members  of  the  House  of 
Representative's  have  m^de  in  their  accounts  for  per  diem 
compensation  when  absent  in  attendance  upon  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States,  or  on  the  courts  of 
adjacent  States,  or  on  their  own  private  business  else- 
where." 

To  which  amendment  Mr.  Ykil  heretofore  cfTered  the 
following  amendment: 

<*  And  that  said  committee  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  reducing 
the  compensation  allowed  to  members  of  Congress  to 
six  dollars  per  diem;  and  aUo  into  the  expeifiency  of  > 
providing  by  law  for  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  to  some  point  on  the  Ohio  or 
Mississippi  river,  on  or  before  the  1st  dsy  of  January, 
1840." 

The  pending  question  was  on  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  if  he  could  perceive  that 
there  was  any  disposition  to  take  the  question  on  his  res- 
olution without  further  debate,  he  would  move  the  pre- 
vious question  upon  it,  after  he  had  made  a  brief  state- 
ment personaUy  sffecting  himself. 


[Cries  of  ''question!  question!"] 

Mr.  U,  then  made  a  statement,  in  reply  to  snmp  re . 
marks  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Wr,  Hasdiv] 
in  relation  to  his  (Mr.  Cs)  mileage;  and  be  then  ail- 
ed for  the  previous  question. 

But  the  House  refused  to  second  the  call:  A)esSS, 
noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  that,  as  there  seemed  to  be 
no  disposition  in  the  House  now  to  put  a  stop  to  further 
debate  on  this  subject,  he  was  willing  to  gratify  them 
with  making  some  observations.  And  he  wss  the  more 
disposed  to  do  thi<,  becsuse  he  thought  thst,  «hen  ihe 
House  had  heard  what  he  had  to  say,  they  would  find 
the  necessity  of  adopting  the  resolution. 

The  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Miniss'ppi 
[Mr.  Claiborbe]  proposed  the  appointment  of  » select 
committee  to  inquire  what  members  of  the  House  hsd 
been  in  attendance  on  the  Supreme  Court,  and  (if  he 
(Mr.  U.)  understood  the  purport  of  the  resolution)  hoar 
much  money  they  had  made;  or,  rsther,  how  much  mo. 
ney  had  been  drawn  from  the  public  Treasury  for  time 
durinir  which  they  were  not  in  attendance  here.  He  had 
no  objection  to  the  resolution,  if  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi  would  offer  it  as  a  distinct  proposition,  sou 
not  to  throw  obstacles  in  the  way  of  obtaining  the  proper 
light  in  relation  to  the  bill  which  would  come  up  for 
consideration.  If  the  gentleman  was  sincere  in  his  prop- 
osition, why  not  offer  the  amendment  as  a  resoluiicn, 
when  his  State  should  be  called  in  its  order  ^ 

There  waa  one  aapect,  however,  in  which  he  (Mr.l 
U.)  disapproved  of  the  inquiry,  and  which  he  Ihou^U 
the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  bad  overlooked.  !!« 
amendment  seemed  to  contain  an  imputation  against  Die 
practice,  on  the  part  of  members  of  Congress,  of  attend* 
ing  this  court.  He  (Mr.  U.)  believed  that  the  practce 
of  representing  the  people  of  the  several  States,  and  ihc 
States  themselves,  before  this  tribunal,  ought  to  be  uncj 
tioned  rather  than  suppressed.  Mr.  U.  here  alluded  id 
the  many  questions  of  grave  importance,  involving  the 
intereat  of  the  several  States,  which  were  consl«n'\y 
brought  before  the  Supreme  Court;  and  argued  th^it  ihd 
representatives  of  the  people  of  those  States  were  much 
better  calculated  to  manage  these  questions  to  sdnd 
tage,  from  their  possessing  a  more  perfect  knowtedgj 
of  the  local  laws  and  policy  of  the  several  States  \m 
resident  counsel  here  could  possibly  be.  The  State  oj 
Kentucky  had  not  only  sanctioned  this  practice,  but  \M 
herself  retained  and  paid  fees  to  her  members  of  Cor\ 
gress  to  attend  at  this  court,  and  vindicate  the  claims  Q 
her  citizens.  I 

As  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  ArkansM 
[Mr.  Ykll,]  Mr.  U.  thought  it  was  liable  to  the  same  oH 
jection  of  irrelevancy  as  the  other.  He  thought,  also,  thj 
if  any  practical  good  was  expected  to  result  from  th" 
amendment,  the  gentleman  should  have  extended  it  ^ 
the  subject  of  mileage  as  well  as  to  the  reduction  of  paj 

Mr.  U.  moved  for  the  yeas  and  nay  a  on  the  adopt io 
of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  BELL  said  that  he  thought,^after  the  expcf.me^ 
of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr,  U3tDKawo'»i»j 
he  (Mr.  U.)  should  be  satisfied  that  the  House  was  n 
disposed  immediately  to  act  upon,  or,  at  least,  to  adoj 
this  resolution.  That  this  resolution  should  beconne  \i\ 
hack  subject  of  the  morning  hour,  was  unfortunate  bo 
for  the  feeling  and  the  character  of  the  House.  It  w* 
however,  taking  that  direction  now.  That  such  a  res 
lution  could  pass  was  an  idea  which  he  had  not  for  a  ml 
ment  entertained;  not  from  any  improper  motive  on  Jj 
part  of  the  House,  but  from  feelings  which  were  horn 
able  to  it.  He  did  not  impugn  the  motives  of  the  H 
tleman  from  Kentucky.  He  spoke  from  the  experien 
he  had  of  similar  questions  to  those,  which  had  \m 
heretofore  submitted  to  the  House.    The  object  of  \U 
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geatleman  was  tocorra^t  the  unequal  rate  of  mileage — 
an  object  patriotic  and  proper.  He  (.Mr.  B.)  would  like 
\i  see  it  accomplished,  and  he  trusted  that  it  would  ul- 
timaiely  be  adopted  by  the  vote  of  a  majority  of  the 
H^iuse,  without  casting  imputation  upon  any  members 
Tho,  in  the  opinion  of  other  members,  might  have  taken 
%r\  extra  mileage.  A  bill  was  now  upon  the  table,  on  its 
third  reading,  which,  when  it  came  up,  could  be  so  mod- 
iBed  as  to  embrace  this  desirable  ohjett — the  equalisa- 
tion of  the  mileage.  That  the  mileage  was  at  present 
uneqtjti  was  a  fact  acknowledged  on  every  side.  What 
nece»ity  existed,  then,  for  adopting  this  resolution  now? 
Why  shoald  the  same  subject  be  brought  twice  under 
discuBsion?  Some  gentlemen  argued  that  the  way  to 
correct  the  evil  would  be  to  publish  the  statement  of  the 
mileage  of  all  members.  That  was  already  done  at  the 
end  of  each  session;  and  that  object,  therefore,  was 
RLiinly  accomplished.  He  thought  the  subject  had  bet- 
ter be  discossed  when  the  bill  on  the  table  should  come 
up.  Wiib  this  view,  he  would  move  to  lay  the  resolution 
ir.d  a-'nendments  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LANE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  mo- 
tion; vbicb  the  House  refused  to  order. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  the  resolution  and 
trnendmentj  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table:  Yeas  95, 
n^yi  not  counted. 

Resolutions  were  then  called  for,  commencing  where 
tlie  cill  was  laat  suspended. 

FREEDOM  OF  ELECTIONS. 

Mr.  BELL  said  he  rose  for  the  purpose  of  submitting 
a  motion,  of  which  he  had  given  so  many  notices,  for 
l^iTe  to  introduce  a  bill  to  secure  the  freedom  of  elec- 
tion«{  but  he  had  himself  felt  so  much  of  the  inconven- 
ience  and  disadvantage  under  which  gentlemen  labored 
vSo  had  held  resolutions  fur  some  time  which  they  could 
not  hare  an  opportunity  to  present,  that  he  was  disposed 
iKiv,  after  having  submitted  his  motion,  to  move  that, 
urder  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  every  gentleman 
»^o  had  resolutions  to  offer  should  now  oflTcr  them,  pro- 
f'ied  ibey  would  not  create  debate.  If  no  gentlemen 
*ere  desirous  to  present  such  resolutions,  he  was  ready 
B'W  to  proceed  with  his  observations. 

No  reiolution  having  bt- en  offered, 

Mt.  VANDERPOEL  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  He 
»^W  to  inquire  whether  a  motion  for  leave  to  bring  in 
>  i»il  vas  debatable. 

The  CHAIR  said  he  thought  it  was.  The  gentleman 
Had  a  ri^ht  to  state  the  character  of  the  bill. 

Hr.  BELL  then  said  that  the  remarks  which  he  had 
intended  to  submit  might  perhaps  be  better  comprehend- 
td  if  he  were  to  send  to  the  Chair,  to  be  read,  the  bill 
>»} preamble  which  he  proposed  to  read.  If  the  Chair 
thocf^ht  the  proceeding  regular,  Mr.  B  would  be  glad 
''>^(  ihe  preamble  and  bill  should  be  read. 

J^ie  CHAIR  Slid  that  the  regular  way  would  be  to 
'<<e  the  lense  of  the  House  whether  the  same  should  be 
f**'!  for  the  information  of  the  House. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  the  sense  of  the  House 
»H  decbred  in  favor  of  the  reading. 

The  preamble  and  bill  were  accordingly  read,  as  fol- 

A  bill  to  secure  the  freedom  of  elections. 
^  nereu  complaints  are  made  that  officers  of  the  Uni- 
'^-  Slates,  or  persons  holding  ofBces  and  employments 

•  'der  the  auUiority  of  the  same,  other  than  the  heads  of 
'  **ch»ef  executive  Departments,  or  such  officers  as  stand 

*  I'je  relation  of  constitutional  advisers  of  the  President, 
**^e  been  removed  from  office,  or  dismissed  from  their 
'^p^'^ment,  upoo  political  grounds,  or  for  opinion's 
^'\  and  whereaa  auch  a  practice  is  manifestly  a  vioU- 
j^ttofibe  freedom  of  elections,  an  attack  upon  the  pub- 
•**  '♦^«rty,  sad  a  high  misdemeanor}  and 


Whereas  complaints  are  also  made  that  officers  of  the 
United  States,  or  persons  holding  offices  or  employ- 
ments under  the  authority  of  the  same,  are  in  the  habit 
of  intermeddling  in  elections,  both  State  and  Federal, 
otherwise  than  by  giving  their  votes;  and  whereas  such 
a  practice  is  a  violation  of  the  freedom  of  elections,  and 
a  gross  abuse,  which  ought  to  be  discountepanced  by 
the  appointing  power,  and  prohibited  by  law(  and 

Whereas  complaints  are  also  made  that,  pending  the 
late  election  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  offices  and  employments  were  distributed 
and  conferred,,  in  many  instances,  under  circumstances 
aff'ording  a  strong  presumption  of  corruption,  or  that 
they  were  conferred  as  the  inducements  to,  or  the  re- 
ward of,  influence  employed,  or  to  be  employed,  in  said 
election;  and  whereas  such  a  practice,  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  patronage  of  the  Government,  will  speedily 
destroy  the  purity  and  freedom  of  the  elective  franchise, 
and  undermine  the  free  system  of  government  now  hap- 
pily established  in  these  United  States:  Therefore,  to 
prevent  the  recurrence  of  any  practices  which  may  give 
rise  to  similar  complaints  in  future, 

Skc.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep* 
resenfatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  aS' 
sembled.  That  from  and  after  the  fourth  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  no  officer, 
*i»cnt,  or  contractor,  or  other  person,  holding  any  office 
or  employment  of  trust  or  profit,  under  the  constitution 
and  laws  of  the  United  States,  shall,  by  the  contribution 
of  money,  or  other  valuable  thing,  or  by  the  use  of  the 
franking  privilege,  or  the  abuse  of  any  other  official 
privilege  or  function,  or  by  threats  and  menaces,  or  in 
any  other  manner,  intermeddle  with  the  election  of  any 
member  or  members  of  either  House  of  Congress,  or  of 
the  President  or  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  or 
of  the  Governor  or  other  officer  of  any  Siate,  or  of  any 
member  or  members  of  the  Legislature  of  any  State;  and 
every  such  officer  or  other  person  offending  therein 
shall  be  held  to  be  guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor,  and, 
upon  conviction  in  any  court  of  the  United  States  having 
jurisdiction  thereof,  shall  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  one 
thousand  dollars;  and  any  officer  other  than  the  Presi- 
dent, Vice  President,  and  judges  of  the  courts  of  the 
United  States,  so  convicted,  shall  be  thereupon  removed 
from  office,  and  shall  be  ever  after  incapable  of  holding 
any  office  or  pUce  of  trust  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States:  Provided^  That  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  be  so  construed  as  to  interfere  with  the  right  of 
suffrage,  as  secured  by  the  constitution:  dnd providedt 
further^  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  so  operate 
as  to  prevent  the  President,  or  the  head  of  any  depart- 
ment who  is  vested  by  law  wi'h  the  power  of  appointing 
inferior  officers,  from  removing  from  office,  at  any  time, 
any  incumbent  whom  the  President,  or  the  head  of  a  de- 
partment, 88  the  case  may  be,  shall  be  satisfied  has  inter- 
meddled in  any  election.  State  or  Federal. 

Skc.  2.  Jndbe  it  further  inaetcd,  That  from  and  after 
the  fourth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  e'ght  hundred 
and  thirty-seven,  no  officer  who,  by  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  the  United  States,  is  Huthor'zed  to  appoint  or 
nominate  and  appoint,  any  officer  or  agent  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, shall,  by  himself,  or  by  any  other  person  or 
persons  in  his  behalf,  give,  or  procure  to  b^  given,  or 
promise  to  give  or  {procure  to  be  given,  any  office,  place, 
or  employment,  to  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever, 
with  intent  to  corrupt  or  bribe  him  or  them,  or  upon 
agrtement  that  such  person  or  persons  to  whom,  or  for 
whose  use,  or  on  whose  behalf,  such  gift  or  promise  shall 
be  made,  shall  exert  his  or  their  influence  in  any  elec- 
tion, or  by  himself  or  themselves,  or  by  any  other  person 
or  persons,  at  his  or  their  solicitation?,  endeavor  to  se- 
cure the  election  of  any  person  or  persons  to  represent 
any  State,  or  any  district  in  any  State,  in  Congress,  or  of 


1455 


GALES  &  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


1456 


II.  OP  R.] 


Frttdom  ofEiedions. 


[Jah.  25, 1837. 


any  person  to  be  President  or  Vice  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  or  of  any  person  to  be  Governor  or  other  of- 
ficer  of  any  State,  or  of  any  person  or  persons  to  be  a 
member  or  nnembersof  the  L'^gislature  of  any  State;  and 
every  such  officer  offending  therein  shall  be  held  to  be 
guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor,  and/  upon  conviction  in 
any  court  of  the  United  States  having  jurisdiction  there- 
of, shall  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars; 
and  any  officer,  other  than  the  Presiden*,  or  the  judges 
of  any  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  so  convicted, 
shtll  be  thereupon  removed  from  office,  and  shall  be  in- 
capable, ever  after,  of  holding  any  office  or  place  of 
trust  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States;  and  every 
person  who  shall  receive  or  accept,  by  himself,  or  by 
any  other  person  or  persons  in  trust  for,  or  in  behalf  of, 
such  person,  any  office,  place,  or  employment,  with  the 
intent  aforesaid,  shall  be  held  to  be  guilty  of  a  misde- 
meanor, and,  upon  conviction  In  any  court  of  the  United 
States  having  jurisdiction  thereof,  shall  pay  a  ftne  not 
exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  be  removed  or  dismiss- 
ed from  such  office,  place,  or  employment,  and  shall  be 
incapable,  ever  after,  of  holding  any  office  or  place  of 
trust  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States. 

Sec  3.  Jlndbt  it  further  enacted.  That  the  several  fine^ 
imposed  by  this  act  shall,  when  collected,  be  paid  into 
the  Treasury,  as  other  moneys  belonging  to  the  United 
States. 
After  the  reading  had  been  concluded, 
Mr.  BELL  addressed  the  House  as  follows: 
Mr.  Speaker:  In  moving  for  leave  to  introduce  the 
bill  that  has  just  be£n  read  for  the  information  of  the 
House,  I  have  been  actuated  by  a  motive  which,  I  know, 
will  be  more  acceptable  to  honorable  members  than 
merely  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  speech  for  ephemeral 
effect,  here  or  elsewhere.  My  object  is,  sincerely, 
temperately,  but  earnestly,  to  call  the  attention  of  both 
sides  of  this  House,  and  of  the  country,  to  the  expe- 
diency, the  eminent  expediency,  not  to  say  the  necessi- 
ty, of  immediate  legislation  upon  the  subject  which  it 
brings  to  view. 

I  admit  the  obligation  of  every  gentleman  upon  this 
floor,  who  ventures  to  bring  forward  charges  of  a  grave 
nature,  and  upon  which  he  proposes  to  call  forth  the 
sction  of  the  House,  to  be  sure  that  they  are  not  un* 
founded  in  fact,  and  to  take  care  that  be  may  not  be 
justly  charged  with  an  attempt  to  create  unjust  and  false 
impressions,  for  parly  effect,  or  merely  to  gratify  some 
unworthy  passion-  In  this  respect,  I  feel  that  Island 
upon  perfectly  sure  ground.  As  to  the  aNegatiuns  of 
improper  practices  and  abuses,  set  forth  or  implied  in 
the  preamble  to  the  bill,  I  stand  prepared  to  prove  ihem 
all  by  such  evidence  as  would  be  satisfactory  to  any  jury 
of  honest  men;  and  I  challenge  the  opportunity,  under 
the  authority  and  in  the  name  of  this  House,  to  do  so, 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  whole  country.  As  to  some  of 
the  abuses  assumed  to  exist  in  the  preamble,  I  believe  I 
will  not  be  put  to  the  proof.  The  practice  which  has 
obtained  to  some,  I  believe  I  may  say  to  a  considerable 
extent,  of  removals  from  office  upon  political  grounds, 
or  for  opinion's  sake,  will  not,  I  imagine,  be  denied  by 
gentlemen  representing  the  Middle  and  Northern 
States.  Still,  I  may  revert  to  this  point  again,  inasmuch 
as  in  some>  sections  of  the  country  it  has  been  denied 
that  such  a  practice  has  obtained,  under  this  adminis- 
tration, to  any  extent.  I  presume,  sir,  it  will  scarcely 
be  denied  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  officers  of  the 
Federal  Government,  from  the  President  down  to  the 
lowest  grade  of  persons  employed  in  its  service,  have 
interfered,  of  Ute,  in  all  federal  elections,  directly, 
openly,  and  industriously.  Then,  the  only  charge  im- 
plied in  Ihe  preamble  of  the  bill  which  may  call  for  ex- 
planation, or  proof,  is,  that,  in  the  late  election  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice  Presiden',  offices  and  employments  have 


been  given  and  distributed  as^he   wsges  of  political 
profligacy — the  rewards  of  hireltng  service  in  the  sup* 
port  of  particular  and  favorite  candidates. .  I  know  the 
eitent  of  the  responsibility  I  assume  in  making  this 
charge.     I  know  full  well  the  difficulty  which  always 
attends  an  attempt  to  make  proof  of  any  such  charge, 
when  there  is  so  much  power  to  influence  and  intimi* 
date  on  the  one  hand,  and  none,  often,  even  to  protect, 
on  the  other.  1  know  how  often  it  happens  that  a  whole 
community  are  convinced  in  their  own  minds,  from  cir* 
cumstances  known  no  exist,  that  crime  has  been  perpe- 
trated, )et  the  accuner  is  foiled  in  making  out  his  charge 
by  clear  and  positive  proof.     But,  after  taking  a  full 
view  of  the  responsibility  I  incur.  Inhere  solemnly  rt- 
affirm  the  charge  implied  in  the  Ust  clause  of  the  pre- 
amble to  the  bill  which  I  have  submitted  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House.     1   beg  leave  to  explain  the 
ground  I  mean  to  occupy  in  making  this  charge.     1  am 
not  so  illiberal  as  to  infer  a  corrupt  motive  in  giving  or  re- 
ceiving aYi  office,  during  an  exciting  election,  from  lite 
circumstance  that  the  politics  of  the  parties  are  the  samf, 
even  when  the  person  receiving  the  appointment  is  an 
active  partisan.     Officers  must  be  appointed;  the  ap- 
pointing power  must  be  exercised;  and  when  the  per- 
sons appointed  are  honest  and  capable,  I  have  ne^cr 
complained  that  they  were  selected  from  among  poViiical 
friends.     But,  sir,  when  appointments  are  made  from 
among  political  opponents,  who  thereupon  suddenly 
change  their  politics,  and  become  politic*!  adheret\ts,  oc 
when  the  new  convert  from  his  late  principles  receives 
an  office  at  the  hands  of  his  new  political  associate?,  I 
maintain  that  this  is  the  highest  and  most  conclusive  ev;< 
dence  of  a  corrupt  understanding  which  the  nature  ol 
such  a  transaction  admits.     I  have  said  as  much  upon 
this  point  as  f  designed  on  the  opening  of  the  subject.  I 
may  recur  to  it  again  before  I  sit  down. 

[Here  Mr.  Bell  was  interrupted  by  a.  call  for  the  or 
dersof  the  day.  Next  day  Mr.  B.  continued  his  speech. 

I  have  said  enough,  I  hope,  to  satisfy  the  House  tha 
I  do  not  intend  to  raise  an  idle  clamor,  based  upon  vagitd 
and  unsupported  charges  or  rumors.  Supposing  then 
for  a  moment  to  be  true,  is  there  a  man  who  hears  ro 
who  does  not  agree  that  the  subject  is  of  such  magm 
tude,  and  the  evils  so  alarming,  as  to  demand  immediate 
attention  and  redress? 

But,  before  I  proceed  further,  I  wish  to  anticipate  a 
objection  as  to  the  time  at  which  I  have  thought  prop^ 
to  biing  forward  this  measure.  Many  gentlemen,  fee] 
ing  the  pressure  of  the  great  variety  of  business  dem&n(] 
ing  the  action  of  the  House,  and  considering  the  shoi 
period  within  which  the  session  must  necessarily  tej 
minate,  may  desire  that  this  subject  should  be  postpone 
until  another  Congress.  It  is  my  opinion,  air,  that  \m 
is  no  time  so  fit  as  the  present.  Ihe  new  administrstiij 
is  not  yet  committed,  in  practice,  to  the  support  ot  \S\ 
abuses  complained  of.  These  charges  cannot,  theri 
fore,  be  construed  into  an  attack  upon  it;  and  I  tH^ 
this  occasion  to  say  that,  for  one,  it  is  my  intention  | 
give  to  the  new  administration  %very  support  to  whi^ 
the  members  of  it  sl^ll  entitle  themselves  by  the  meij 
of  their  measures.  1  shall  endeavor,  as  far  as  possbli 
to  forget  the  very  exceptionable  circumstances  and  il 
fluences  which  brought  them  into  pow^er,  in  order  ihi 
my  judgment  m;*y  not  be  improperly  biased.  I  am  M 
more  inclined  to  this  course,  because,  fur  any  ttiin^ 
now  see  in  the  condition  of  parlies,  those  who  are  mi 
in  power  will  be  likely  to  govern  the  country  for  a  h'i^ 
time  to  come.  At  all  events,  the  elements  of  oppubi'i^ 
must  undergo  a  considerable  modificatiot) — there  nu| 
be  further  decompositions,  different  combinations,  ntj 
trials  of  political  affinities,  and  a  recasting  of  parts  amo^ 
the  actors  in  the  political  drama — before  there  can  i 
any  just  ground  to  hope  for  success  in  oppuilng  the  e 
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tnordiDtry  tnd  powerful  political  union    which   now 
cootrolf  the  public  administration. 

It  giuit»  I  think,  Mr.  Speaker,  strike  trtry  observer, 
who  is  not  blinded  by  interest  or  party  rafpe,  that  some 
nalifosnt  distemper  has  seized  upon,  and  now  deeply 
sfectj,  our  political  system.  At  all  former  periods  we 
bad,  it  it  trup,  great  party  eicltement,  much  crimination 
knd  recriioination  between  the  respective  parties,  more  or 
iets  Tioient  denunciation,  complaints  of  gross  infractions 
of  the  constitution,  and  other  irregularities  and  abuses; 
md,  doubtless,  there  have  been  irregularities  and  abuses 
under  e?ery  administration;  but,  sir,  it  must  be  apparent 
to  every  one  that  there  are  some  features  in  the  charac- 
ter of  the  present  times,  some  circumstances  of  excess 
or  novelty  developed  in  the  practical  operation  of  our 
peculiar  form  of  government,  which  were  unknown  and 
unfeh  St  sny  former  period.  A  new  character  is  rapidly 
forming  and  attaching  tu  our  American  institutionii,  and 
i><rtb  bis  been  given  to  new  theories  as  to  their  ultimate 
iriiky,  I  can  only  glance  at  those  general  results,  as  ' 
conduiions  which  present  themselves  upon  a  review  uf 
uie  actual  state  of  things.  It  is  an  old  maxim,  or  propo- 
»tion,  that  power  is  never  so  absolute,  or  the  danger 
tiiit  it  will  become  perpetual  so  great,  as  when  it  is 
conmenced  and  wielded  in  the  name  and  by  the  au- 
thority uf  the  people.  The  truth  of  this  saying  is  con- 
bfmed  by  the  experience  of  this  country  at  this  time. 
It  it  demonstrated  that  the  partition  of  power,  establish- 
^  by  the  constitution  between  several  departments  of 
>i)e  Government,  and  all  other  barriers  interposed  by 
(bit  iiistruifient,  have  not  been  sufficient  to  prevent  the 
practical  accumulation  of  all  power  in  a  single  depart- 
rr^nt.  That  a  complete  change  has  taken  'place  in  the  > 
KtJooof  the  Government,  within  the  last  few  years,  ia 
too  manifest  to  require  elaborate  illustration.  Take  one 
i-'riking  evidence  of  the  fact,  which  has  struck  me  pain- 
^^i(v,  yet  forcibly.  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  making 
t»ng,  and  often  circuitous,  journeys  to  this  Capitol,  from 
I  diitant  residence,  during  the  last  nine  or  ten  yearst 
lod  during  all  that  period  ihere  have  been  sulijects  of 
"ore  or  Iras  interest  among  the  people,  and  which  were 
^'j  be  Kttled  and  regulated  at  this  seat  uf  Government 
1^  power.  For  the  first  few  years  of  my  eiperience  ! 
ii  passing  over  the  country,  the- inquiry  was,  •*  What  I 
*'i\  Congress  do?''  when  any  subject  of  public  and  na- 
<^Qit]  interest  or  policy  was  spoken  of.  '*  What  will  the 
H»jse  of  Kepresentativcs  do?  What  will  the  repre- 
itotativcs  of  the  people  do?*'  But,  sir,  we  hear  these 
'''quiries  no  longer.  N»  one  now  asks,  nor  seems  to 
^^t  viiat  the  chosen  delegates  of  the  people  in  Con-  | 
r^si  may  feel  or  think  upon  any  subject.  The  form 
«( interrogation  is  changed.  The  question  is,  both  from 
^^icnand  foreigner,  what  will  the  President  do?  What 
*  II  he  say  in  bis  message?  What  will  Andrew  Jackson 
^^^  What  will  the  people's  President  du?  His  will  and 
Ni'pose  ascertained,  it  is  understood  that  Congress  will 
c^roriQ  their  action  to  it.  This  single  fact  in  the  history 
t*^  tbts  country  will  be  sufficient  to  stf  mp  the  present  as 
'!>«  period  of  transition  from  a  popular  representative 
^ofernment  to  the  Government  of  an  elective  presiden- 
fy-^f  a  political  chief.  A  revolution  in  the  Government 
iiQsome  sense,  complete.  We  have  no  longer  a  Gov- 
^^>\%tni  constituted  of  tuo  or  more  aeparate  depart- 
■^Jj"^*— of  an  executive  and  of  a  legislative  department. 
AU  power,  in  substance  and  effect,  is  concentrated  in 
^•c  hands  of  one  department — in  one  head;  and  that 
"<5d,  1  am  sorry  to  say,  is  the  head  of  a  party. 

Tiie  only  example  of  the  independent  action  of  this 
Huuse  upon  any  subject  in  which  the  President  was 
7*  ^«^d  to  manifest  any  decided  .interest,  which  has  uc- 
turred  within  the  last  two  years,  was  the  passsge  of  the 
<^'poute  ur  distribution  bill  at  the  lut  session.  Outlet 
^1  the  circumstances  under  which  that  measure  was 
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sanctioned  by  this  House  be  held  in  memory.  Let  it 
never  be  forgotten  that  it  passed  only  by  opposing  pat- 
ronage to  patronage,  money  to  money,  and  arraying  cor- 
niption  against  corruption.  l*he  people  and  the  Statea 
were  brought  to  desire  and  demand  a  more  equal  divis- 
ion of  the  spoils— of  that  portion  of  the  public  moneys 
which,  according  to  former  practice,  would  have  been 
employed  in  corrupting  particular  States  or  sections  of 
the  Union,  and  in  attaching  them  to  the  party  In  power 
by  appropriating  it  to  various  objects  of  local  improve- 
ment. In  no  other  way  was  it  possible  to  have  defeated 
the  manifest  determination  of  those  in  power  to  add  the 
entire  accruing  surplus  in  the  Treasury  to  the  enormous 
patronage  already  within  their  control.  It  was  by  them 
decreed  that  the  expenditures  should  be  raised  to  the 
standard  of  the  existing  revenue.  But  mark  the  instant 
change  in  their  policy:  the  moment  it  was  ascertained, 
by  a  test  vote  in  this  House,  that  the  surplus  was  about 
to  be  rescued  from  their  insatiate  grasp,  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  McKat]  was  upon  his  legs, 
proposing  to  reduce  the  revenue (  and  more  patriots 
sprung  up  in  one  moment,  in  this  House,  than  I  bad 
dreamed  were  to  be  found  in  the  ranks  of  public  men  in 
the  whole  country. 

The  entire  party  now  became  satisfied  that  the  reve- 
nue should  be  speedily  reduced  to  the  actual  wants  of  the 
Government.  The  views  of  the  President  himself,  it 
seems,  underwent  a  great  and  sudden  change,  la  hia 
measage'to  Congress  at  the  last  session,  he  thonght  the 
surplus  might  be  well  applied  to  the  increase  of  the  pub- 
lic defences,  and  to  various  objects  of  national  impor- 
tance. Then  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  famous  compro- 
mise act,  as  it  is  called,  was  too  sacred  to  be  touched; 
that  it  involved  too  many  interests,  connected  itself  with 
loo  many  delicate  sympathies,  to  be  disturbed  for  the 
mere  purpose  of  getting  clear  of  a  surplus  revenue  for 
a  few  years.  The  extraordinary  increaae  of  the  revenue 
from  the  public  lands  in  that  year  he  regarded  only  as 
an  evidence  of  the  increasing  prosperity  of  the  country, 
and  practical  proof  of  the  beneficient  and  successful  ad- 
ministration of  public  afftfirs,  of  which  he  waa  at  the 
head.  A  surplus  then  had  no  terrors  in  it.  But  since 
the  psssage  of  the  act  for  distributing  it  among  the 
Statea,  it  would  seem  that  nothing  is  so  replete  with  hor- 
rible mischief,  in  the  mind  of  the  President  or  of  the 
party,  as  a  surplus  in  th»  Treasury  !  The  famous  com- 
promise set  no  longer  presents  any  obstacle  to  the  re- 
duction of  the  tarifl*}  the  extraordinary  increase  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands  is  discovered  to  be  the  re- 
sult of  a  diseased  instead  of  a  healthful  anfl  prosperous 
action  of  the  political  system.  It  was  worthy  of  note 
that  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Caxbkblevo] 
suddenly  discovered  that  corruption  threatened  the 
States  by  the  distribution  of  the  surplus,  without  seem- 
ing ever  to  have  spent  a  thought  about  the  corruptions 
which  threatened  the  country  from  permitting  the  sur- 
plus to  be  expended, 'or  rather  prodigally  squandered, 
by  the  General  Government. 

[Mr.  Bkll  here  gave  way  to  a  call  for  the  orders  of 
the  day.  Ttie  subject  did  not  again  come  up  till  the  foN 
lowing  Tuesday,  when  Mr.  Bbll  concluded  his  speech.] 

Mr.  Bkll,  after  noticing  an  article  in  the  morning's 
Globe,  which  reflected  upon  him,  spoke  as  folllows: 

Before  I  resume  my  remarks,  Mr.  Speaker,  upon  the 
subject  of  my  motion,  I  bi  g  leave  to  do  an  act  or  justice 
to  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  McKat,]  to 
whom  I  alluded  when  1  addressed  the  House  the  other 
day.  Tliat  gentleman  has,  1  know,  always  been  an  ad- 
vocate for  a  reduction  of  the  revenue;  and  when  I  de- 
scribed him  as  having  presented  his  resnlution  immedi- 
ately after  it  became  manifest  that  the  surplus  would  be 
distributed,  at  the  last  session,  1  referred  lo  him  merely 
as  the  organ  of  the  party  in  that  step.     1  presumed  that 
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he  wu  g^lad  to  avail  hiroaeir  of  the  change  of  tentiment 
which  had  recently  manifeBted  itaelf  among  hia  political 
aasoeiatea  in  the  Houie,  in  carrying  out  hia  own  loog- 
cheriahed  policy. 

When  I  waa  interrupted  by  the  call  for  the  ordera  of 
the  day  when  Isat  up,  I  waa  digreaaing  from  the  point 
which  I  had  intended  to  estabiiab,  which  waa,  that  all 
actual  power  waa  now  concentrated  in  the  handa  of  the 
Executive;  and  I  refer  to  the  general  acquiescence  ot 
thia  House  in  the  will  of  the  Preaiden*,  as  evidence  of 
the  truth  of  my  proposition!  but  the  condition  of  the 
Senate  will  illustrate  my  poaili9n  more  clearly.  Ac- 
cording to  aU  the  early  eipoundera  of  the  conatitution,  the 
Senate  was  con^ituted  upon  the  principle  of  long  terms 
and  a  select  conatituency,  the  State  Legislaturea,  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  greater  subility-and  uniformity  to  the 
action  of  the  Government.  It  was  intended  aa  a  coun- 
terpoise to  the  Representatives  of  the  people  in  this 
Houae,  who  were  auppoaed  to  be  more  under  the  influ- 
ence of  popular  impulses.  I  beg  leave  to  quote  a  sen- 
tence or  two  from  a  celebrated  volume,  upon  tbe  sub- 
ject of  the  peculiar  atructure  of  the  Senate: 

•*  Aa  the  cool  and  deliberate  aense  of  the  community 
ought,  in  all  Governments,  and  actually  will,  in  all  free 
Govemmenta,  ultimately  prevail  over  the  views  of  its 
rulers,  so  there  are  particular  moments  in  public  affaira 
when  the  people,  atimulated  by  aome  irregular  paa«ion 
or  some  illicit  advantage,  or  misled  by  the  artful  miarep- 
reaentationa  of  interested  men,  may  call  for  meaaurea 
which  they  themselves  will  afterwarda  be  most  ready  to 
lament  and  condemn.  In  these  critical  moments,  hoar 
salutary  will  be  tbe  interrerence  of  aome  temperate  and 
respectable  body  of  citizens,  in  order  to  check  the  mis- 
guided career,  and  to  auspend  the  blow  meditated  by 
tbe  people  against  themselves,  until  reason,  justice,  and 
truth,  can  regain  the  authority  over  the  pubbc  mind." 

These  are  tbe  sentiments  of  James  Madiaon.  Now, 
air,  we  know  that  tbe  Senate  is  reduced  to  a  atate  of  ab- 
aolute  aubmission^gtven  over  to  the  guidance  of  every 
popular  gale  blown  up  by  the  artificea  of  aa  unprinci- 
pled and  rccklesa  a  clasa  of  men  aa  ever  made  their  ap- 
pearance in  any  age  or  country.  If  tbe  sea  of  public 
sentiment,  thrown  into  commotion  by  the  pufBnga  of 
that  great  political  bellowa,  the  Globe,  aball  happen  to 
set  in  half  a  dozen  different  directions  in  the  same  fort- 
night,  the  unhappy  Senate  ro«ist  tack  and  change  ita 
course  aa  often,  or  be  denounced  aa  contumaciouai  and 
opposed  1o  the  voice  of  the  people.  In  truth,  the  Sen- 
ate described  by  Madiaon  ia  no  more.  It  is  the  moat 
•upple  and  compliant  body  of  the  two,  not  only  aa  re- 

Sroa  the  sudden  impulses  of  popular  feeling,  but  also 
e  mandatea  of  power. 

But,  further,  aa  to  the  Senate.  The  members  of  that 
body  were  deaigned  by  the  authora  of  the  conatilution 
to  be  the  adviaers  and  counaellors  of  the  President  in  tbe 
exercise  of  the  appointing  power.  It  is  remarkable  that 
it  waa  the  early  opinion  of  both  Mr.  Jelferson  and  Colo- 
nel Hamilton,  the  leadera  of  the  two  eiiremes  in  poli- 
tici,  that  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  waa  neceaaary 
before  tbe  President  could  remove  a  public  officer;  but 
I  do  not  mean  to  press  thia  point,  nor  du  I  wiah  to  dis- 
turb tbe  settled  doctrine  in  relation  to  it.  It  ia  certain 
that  the  Senate  was  designed  by  the  constitution  to  be 
taken  into  the  council  of  the  President  in  making  trea- 
ties, aa  well  aa  in  making  the  moat  important  appoint- 
roenta,  when  it  pt escribed,  as  a  condition  to  the  validity 
of  all  treatiea  and  appointments,  "  the  advice  and  con- 
aentof  the  Senate."  But,  air,  while  the  power  of  tbe 
vetOk  veated  in  the  Preaident  over  the  proceedings  of 
Congress,  flourishes  in  excels,  what  haa  become  of  a 
similar  power  in  the  Senate  over  the  treaties  and  ap- 
pointmenta  of  the  Prtsidentf  Abrogated,  reacinded, 
expunged,  practically,  from  the  cunatitution,  and  tram- 


pled uuder  foot.  If  any  Senator  aball  dare  to  oppov 
any  important  nomination  of  the  Preaident,  or  to  qutttioa 
the  propriety  of  a  treaty,  he  ia  denounced  as  tbe  tool  of 
a  faction,  or,  if  he  belongs  to  the  dominant  party,  bit 
conduct  is  instantly  branded  aa  an  act  of  infidelity  to  the 
party!  Then,  air,  I  repeat  that  the  Senate  no  longer 
exerciaea  its  most  important  constitutional  functions)  aod 
that  the  deaign  of  ita  peculiar  atructure  ia  defeated.  It 
ia.  also  manifeat  that  a  revolution  baa  taken  place  in  the 
practical  operation  of  the  Government. 

But  there  are  other  aymptonu,  indicating  a  highly  d «« 
eaaed  atate  of  the  body  politic.     The  charges  upon  the 
people— the  permanent  annual  expenditures  of  tbe  Got* 
ernment— have  been  increaaed  ten  milions,  or  netrly  i 
hundred  per  cent.,  during  the  present  administration, 
and  chiefly  within  the  last  two  years!     And,  after  care- 
ful examination,  I  am  able  to  atate,  furtlier,  that  this  etii- 
mate  of  the  astoniahing  increaae  of  the  public  burdens 
ia  exclnaive  of  tbe  increaaed  amount  of  pensions  grant- 
ed under  the  present  adminiatration,  and  of  the  Urge 
sums  paid  in  extinguishing  the  Indian  title  to  the  public 
lands!     The  entire  charge  upon  the  people  for  support 
j>f  the  Government  of  their  choice,  in  all  the  various  de* 
partmenta  of  the  public  service,  did  not  exceed  twelve 
millions  and  a  half,  excluaive  of  tbe  public  debt,  when 
the  present  Chief  Magistrate  assumed  the  managenent 
of  public  affaira.    Tlie  preaent  annual  charge  upon  tbe 
people,  for  the  same  objects^  and  which  appear  to  be 
permanent,  exceeda  twenty-three  millions!     Whtt  do 
you  say,  air,  to  an  increase  of  ten  millions  in  eight  yetrs, 
and  thia  under  an  adminiatration  which  ouatcd  tbe  pre- 
ceding one  upon  a  diarge  of  profligacy  and  extrsn- 
gance,  and  came  in  pledged  to  retrenchment  and  reform^ 
But  what  ia  at  ill  more  surprising  ia,  that  none  of  the 
great  eatablishmenta  for  the  public  defence  have  receired 
any  considerable  augmentation  in  tbe  mean  time.    Not- 
withstanding the  liberal  annual  approprtationa  for  the  in- 
crease and  aupport  of  the  navy,  that  branch  of  tbe  ptit}> 
lie  defence  was,  laat  year,  notorioualy  in  a  moat  disgrtct- 
ful  atate  of  dilapidation;  and  what  ia  atill  more  surpr- 
aing,  although  we  have  confeasedly  m  military  Presi- 
dent, yet  at  no  period  aince  the  foundation  of  the  Gov* 
erment  waa  the  army  in  a  more  deplorable  conditioni 
nor  our  military  operations  more  discreditable  to  tlie 
country !     1  affirm  that  the  military  aerrice  of  the  coun- 
try ia,  at  this  moment,  in  tbe  laat  stage  of  disorder  and 
ifnbecility.     Our  officers,  of  the  highest  merit,  are  d«- 
I  contented  and  dispirited «  our  bip;heat  military  talents  dis- 
credited by  dtfective  organization,  and  tbe  want  of  due 
attention  and  co-operation  on  the  part  of  tlie  Executive 
I  Government.      Three  major  generala  have  had  their 
*'  Northern  laurela  converted  into  Southern  willovs"  >n 
the  course  of  little  more  than  twelve  months,  sod  tbe 
apectacle  has  been  exhibited  of  a  handful  of  aavages  set* 
ting  at  defiance  the  arms  and  reaourcea  of  this  greal 
confederated  republic  for  years!     Yet  all  that  devoted 
and  gallant  men  could  do,  unsupported  by  the  GuTerm 
ment,  has  been  dooe  by  the  subordinate  officers  and  soli 
diers,  both  regulara  and  volunteers.   Theae  Indian  warS| 
which  will  have  cost  the  Government  fifleen  millions  be 
fore  they  are  concluded,  it  ia  now  suflliciently  manifest 
had  their  origin  in  the  groas  miaconduct  of  our  sgent; 
the  frauds  of  our  own  citizens  upon  the  Indians,  snd  thi 
culpable  neglect,  if  not  connivance,  of  the  Government 
wara  which  have  entailed  disgrace  upon  our  arms  ai«d  i 
stain  upon  our  national  character!     IiCt  ua  hear  no  mon 
of  the  moneya  extorted,  by  the  energy  and  address  o 
the  President,  from  foreign  Powers,  when,  for  e%er\ 
million  thus  rratored  to  the  pocketa  of  our  merchatit.'' 
the  people  are  taxed  two  milliona,  by  reason  of  the  gros 
neglect  of  our  domestic  aff/irs. 

I  omit  to  notice  the  deranged  condition  of  the  curren 
cy.  and  of  exchange,  because  that  ia  a  subject  vrhicl 
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most,  for  ft  long  time,  be  judged  of  by  prrjudiee.  But 
I  ctnoot  |»8s  over,  in  this  enumentioii  of  the  actual 
itite  of  the  country,  the  condition  of  the  poblto  preia. 
The  greit  nuree  of  light  and  knowledge  ha|J>een  cor- 
rapted  by  the  patronage  which  has  been  lavished  upon 
it  by  this  House  and  by  the  Executive  Government. 
The  most  important  instrument  employed  in  the  moral 
improvemeot  of  society  has  been  polluted  and  broken 
up.  No  one  knows  what  to  believe  or  disbelieve,  um 
less  he  thsll  have  the  evidence  of  personal  knowledge 
•Bd  confidence.  I,  of  course,  do  not  mean  that  there 
vt  no  exceptions  amon^  the  public  journals,  which 
com  ander  this  description.  A  n»orbid  appetite  has 
been  created,  and  fostered  chieBy  by  the  example  of  the 
cffiaal  orgin,  (the  Globe,^  for  violent  denunciation,  in- 
vectiTe,  snd  calumny;  and  party  excitement  and  preju- 
dices hive  risen  to  such  excess,  that  the  mass  of  the 
followers  of  the  leaders  on  cither  side  are  prone  to  rush 
irtto  the  most  ruinous  extremes,  to  gratify  their  own  or 
iheir  iesden*  passiona  or  interest,  beedlefs  of  truth, 
reckies  of  justice,  and  often,  no  doubt,  unconscious  of 
the  injury  which  they  inflict  upon  the  country.  When 
the  most  important  branches  of  the  public  service  have 
thai  been  neglected,  and  suffered  to  fall  into  disorder! 
when  our  aroM  are  disf^aced,  the  national  justice  com- 
promitted,  our  expenditures  doubled,  and  our  free  Gov* 
rmment  changed  in  its  practical  operationi  whst  great 
t»)oo  bu  the  administration,  under  which  all  these  things 
^re  cone  to  pass,  bestowed  upon  the  country  by  way 
of  rceorapense?  It  has  been  able  to  propsgate  itself! 
This,  the  chief  end  of  its  ex'istence,  and  the  only  single 
ohjrct  kept  in  view  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  ofit, 
btt  been  accomplished!  A  man  has  been  elevated  to 
the  presidency  who  could  and  did  boast,  before  the 
American  people  and  the  whole  world,'  that  he  accounted 
<(  glory  enough  for  him  to  have  served  under  such  a 
dtief  as  General  Jackson!  And  our  bossted  institutions 
hire  so  soon  developed  such  a  result  1*  The  profound 
C'bKrver  of  the  causes  of  human  events  will  seek  no 
other  evidence^  require  no  better  proof  t|ian  this  simple 
^1  to  convince  him  that  the  sun  of  American  liberty  is 
leering  an  eclipse. 

Ii  there  nothing  in  this  extraordinary  catalogue,  this 
^BQiBeration  of  alarming  results  in  the  action  of  our 
cherisbed  political  system,  to  awaken  inquiry  or  excite  the 
(eirsof  the  patriotic  citisen^  But  1  have  omitted  to  no* 
t^  the  most  striking  anomaly,  the  greatest  phenomenon 
of  the  times.  After  all  that  I  hare  said  of  the  deranged 
^^  distempered  condition  of  public  affairs,  I  am  still 
<>^i*ged  to  confess  that  the  administration,  which  is  justly 
'^sponsible  for  every  evil  of  the  times^  is  popular.  But 
it  snut  be  borne  in  mind  that  there  are  various  kinds  of 
p^ukrity.  It  may  be  with  administrations  as  it  some* 
tiaes  hsppens  to  indiriduals,  that  the  glare  of  a  single 
*piesdid  schievement  has  been  sufficient  to  cover  over, 
^  vith  a  o»ntle,  the  errors  and  irregularities  of  a  whole 
^'e,  snd  still  leare  the  fortunate  actor  in  good  odor  with 
^^  pQbGc  Popularity,  in  general,  follows  success  in 
tJltUriog  enterprises,  and  often  when  they  are  unlawful. 
It  follows  that  popularity  is  not  always  the  best  test  of 
>^m  or  general  propriety!  it  is  sometimes  artificial,  fac- 
tiitOQs,  tod  more  seeming  than  real.  When  real,  it  is 
often  the  homage  of  the  profligate  and  interested  who 
^  ^ght,  or  of  the  credulous  and  ignorant  who  are 
<^ciQded.  Theot  whether  popularity  attaches  to  Individ* 
^  or  administrations,  it  does  not  always  augur  well  for 
>  repsblic  Withoat  undertaking  to  decide  upon  which 
^'  tbese  bases  the  popuhu>ity  of  this  administration 
jhadi,  I  refer  to  the  fact  that  it  is  popular  merely  aa  a 
further  proof  of  the  novel  «|id  alarming  developments  of 
^f  fivorite  system  of  government. 
^ov,  lir,  rprocced  to  notice  the  general  nature  and 
^^^^^^Bcter  of  the  malady  which  is  attended  with  so  many 


bad  symptoms.  Whence  the  action  of  our  chosen  form 
of  government,  in  si  many  essent'isl  branches  of  it,  so 
contrary  to  all  that  was  hoped  and  predicted  of  its  results  "^ 
by  its  immortal  founders?  I  will  endeavor  lo  expound 
to  you.  In  the  first  place,  the  pstronage  of  the  Govern- 
ment, we  shall  find,  upon  inquiry,  to  have  been  extend- 
ed immeasurably  beyond  any  thing  anticipated,  or  even 
conjectured,  by  the  framers  of  the  constitution.  I  hsd 
occasion  to  refer  to  the  historical  fact,  in  addressing  the 
House  upon  another  subject,  at  a  former  session,  that 
the  entire  patronage  of  the  Post  Office  Department  was 
wholly  unnoticed  and  disregarded  in  the  estimate  of  the 
amount  of  patronage  about  to  be  conferred  upon  the 
Federal  Government  by  the  adoption  of  the  constitution 
in  its  present  form.  This  single  branch  of  patronage,  un« 
foreseen  and  unprovided  against  by  the  illustrious  authors 
of  the  constitution,  is  now  perhaps  greater  in  influence 
than  all  the  other  branches  put  together.  So  erring  and 
short-sighted  are  the  wisest  of  mortals!  In  the  second 
place,  the  weight  and  influence  of  this  extended  amount 
of  patronage  in  the  bands  of  the  Executive,  as  an  engine 
of  power,  hu  been  increased  one  hundred  fold,  of  late, 
by  the  unconstitutional  abuse  o(  it,  as  1  will  presently 
demonstrate.  All  former  calculations  of  the  probable 
amount  and  influence  of  patronage  In  our  scheme  of 
government  are  thus  t>affled  and  set  at  defiance.  Some 
degree  of  influence,  through  the  use  of  patronsge,  may 
be  admissible  in  the  Executive,  in  order  to  secure  proper 
talents- and  respect  for  the  office  of  President,  and  to 
insure  a  due  co-operation  from  the  other  departments  of 
the  Government!  but  the  basis  of  this  influence  has  re- 
cently been  enlarged  to  an  extent  which  must,  in  the 
end,  if  not  narrowed  down,  terminate  in  the  o^ire  de- 
struction and  overthrow  of  our  system.  A  great  mtsfor« 
tune  is,  that  every  other  evil  necessarily  incident  to  a 
free  Government  is  increased  in  an  equal  ratio.  The 
same  increase  and  abuse  of  patronage  which  hare  con* 
oentrated  all  power  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive  has 
imparted  a  new  stimulus,  and  consequently  given  in* 
creased  fury,  to  party  feeling  and  party  contests.  The 
competition  for  honors  and  offices,  always  a  prolific 
source  of  party  diviaions  in  a  free  Government,  has,  by 
the  multiplication  of  vacancies  and  the  tenure  of  party 
service  by  which  offices  are  held,  become  so  fierce  aa 
to  threaten  the  peace  and  securicy— much  more,  the 
comfort  and  happiness  of  society.  From  the  same  cause 
has  alao  sprung  the  polluted  and  prostituted  condition  of 
the  public  press,  and  every  other  corruption  of  the 
times.  The  abuse  of  pstronage  is  the  Pandora's  box  of 
our  system;  it  is  the  originsl  sin  of  our  political  condi- 
tion, to  which  every  other  sin  of  the  times  may  be  fairly 
ascribed. 

It  is  idle,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  in  vain  to  point  out,  from 
year  to  year,  in  this  hall,  aa  has  been  done,  the  existence 
of  the  grossest  irregularities  and  abuses  in  every  branch 
of  the  public  service.  It  Is  in  vain  that  these  abuses  and 
corruptions  shall  be  stripped  of  iheir  disguises,  and  por* 
trayed  to  the  country  in  all  the  disgusting  deformity  with 
which  a  rich  imsgination,  and  an  eloquence  not  often 
surpassed  in  this  or  any  other  country,  can  invest  them. 
It  is  in  vain  that  we  inatitute  investigational  resolve  upon 
retrenchment  and  reform;  that  we  enact  laws  to  multiply 
checks^  and  increase  the  accountability  of  public  offi- 
cers. It  will  be  only  cutting  off  the  heads  of  the  Hydra^ 
which  will  be  eternally  reproduced,  until  we  shall  have 
the  courage  to  attack  and  destroy  the  monster  itself^ 
All,  sll,  sir,  will  be  vain,  while  we  suffer  the  original 
aource  of  the  evil  to  remain  undisturbed.  I  repeat  that 
it  is  labor  thrown  away,  it  Is  time  and  talent  exhausted 
in  fruitless  efforts,  to  pursue  with  research,  however  re- 
lentless and  penetrating,  the  authors  of  corruption,  of 
fraud  and  peculation,  in  the  public  offices,  while  the 
prolific  parent  of  all  is  permitted  to  survive.    When  was 
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more  time,  a  g^re»ter  proportion  of  business  tslent,  more 
patient  investigation,  bestowed  upon  such  subjects  than 
at  the  close  of  the  late  administration?     When  was  the 
public  mind  better  prepared,  not  only  to  sustain  and 
carry  out,  but,  as  it  appeared  to  me  at  the  time,  to  com- 
pel the  execution  of  the  plan  of  reform  then  pointed 
out  and  announced  to  the  country  f     But,  sir,  such  was 
the  charm  of  a  new  administration,  so  powerful  was  the 
effect  of  the  siren  whispers  of  executive  power,  that  the 
commotion  which  had  so  recently  threatened  to  unhinge 
society  itself  wis  sudtienly  hushed  into  a  dead  calm;  and 
it  has  so  turned  out,  that  all  the  vices  of  the  late  admin- 
istration, which  gave  rise  to  so  much  excitement,  would 
not  constitute  a  tithe  of  those,  of  the  same  nature,  and 
others  even  of  a  more  wicked  and  mischievous  charac- 
ter, which  exist  at  the  present  moment.    As  a  most  con- 
clusive proof  that  we  do  not  set  about  reform  9^  the 
right  point,  or  in  the  right  way,  I  refer  to  the  enormous 
mass  of  abuses  which  were  lately  laid  bare  in  the  Post 
Ofiiee  Department.     These  abuses  were  accumulating 
for  years;  they  were  repeatedly  charged  to  exist;  but 
inquiry  was  evaded  from  year  to  year,  until,  like  the 
smothered  flames  of  a  pent-up  and  consuming  fire,  they 
burst  forth  at  once  into  light,  too  gross  to  be  any  longer 
^  concealed  from  the  public  eye.     Well,  sir,  do  we  nnd 
the  progress  of  abuses  and  corruption  in  the  other  de- 
partments of  the  public  service  checked  by  that  disclo- 
sure?   Not  at  all.     Is  the  Post  Office  itself  free  from 
abuses?     I  answer,  it  is  not.     The  sdministration,  which 
winked  at  the  abuses  of  the  Post  Office  Department  for 
so  many  years,  instead  of  suffering  any  disparagement  in 
public  estimation  on  that  account,  acquired  new  laurels 
and  incifased  popularity  from  its  resdy  condescension  in 
taking  upon  itself  the  reorganization  of  the  Department 
and  the  reform  of  abuses,  the  moment  they  could  no 
longer  conceal  their  existence  from  the  public.     I  beg 
leave,  in  connexiAi  with  this  subject,  to  notice  some 
portion  of  the  remarks  made  in  this  House,  not  long 
since,  by  a  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Hamzh.]    That 
gentleman  took  upon  himself,   rather  hazardously,  I 
think,  to  say  that  the  charge  of  abuses  in  the  administra- 
tion was  unfounded;  and  he  said  he  knew  about  as  much, 
in  relation  to  the  subject,  as  those  who  made  the  charges. 
That  gentleman  should  rememl^er  that  such  was  the  un- 
varying response,  session  after  session,  in  regard  to  the 
abuses  in  the  Post  Office  Department.     At  the  same 
time  a  gentleman,  distinguished  for  his  skill  as  a  criminal 
lawyer,  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  in  the  Senate,  and  was  heard  to  boast  of  his 
service  to  the  administration  in  shielding  the  Department 
from  the  attacks  of  a  powerful  opposition!     The  denial 
of  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Haxbb]  is  about  as  much  to  be 
relied  upon  now  as  were  those  made  three  years  ago. 
But,  sir,  I  am  digressing  from  my  subject.     1  was  en- 
deavoring to  show  that  the  only  true  and  effective  reform 
will  be,  to  curb  the  abuse  of  patronage.     Sir,  if  we 
ahould  this  day  reduce  the  patronage  of  the  Government 
one  half,  and  suffer  the  remaining  half  to  be  administer- 
ed upon  the  principles  practised  upon  of  late,  it  would 
still  be  sufficient  in  amount  to  taint  the  whole  country; 
to  make  the  business  of  politics  a  traffic  in  corruption, 
and  drive  every  man  of  spirit  and  principle  from  the 
public  service. 

I  come  now,  sir,  to  notice  and  identify  the  specific 
vices,  in  the  action  of  the  Government,  which  I  regard 
as  the  cause  and  iource  of  all  public  abuses  of  which  we 
complain.  I  have  given  a  summary  of  them  in  the  pre- 
amble to  the  bill  under  consideration. 

The  first  clause  of  that  preamble  assumes  that  the 
practice  of  removal  from  office,  for  opinion's  sake,  has 
prevailed  under  the  present  administration.  Can  there 
be  a  question  as  to  the  fact?  1  know  there  is  no  gentle- 
man upon  this  floor,  who  represents  any  of  the  Northern 


or  Eastern  States,  who  will  be  bold  enough  to  deny  (be 
charge.    In  the  South  and  Southwest,  1  admit,  public 
sentiment  has  restrained  the  course  of  the  administntton, 
and  but  few  instances  are  to  be  found  in  these  sections; 
but  still,  cyen  there  public  officers  have  been  taught tlitt 
they  indulge  their  independent  sentiments  at  the  hsztni 
of  their  places.     I  have  heard  it  stated,  and  I  believe  it 
to  be  true,  that  upwards  of  one  thousand  removals  hive 
been  made  since  General  Jackson  came  into  office;  tnd 
that,  in  almost  every  case,  the  only  reason  which  could 
with  truth  or  plauaibility  be  assigned  for  Ibera  was  thrir 
politics.     If  we  examine  into  the  tfPtct  of  this  system  of 
pun  shment,  we  shall  find  that  a  few  removals,  judicious- 
ly distributed  over  the  Union,  would  have  all  the  effect, 
in  general,  of  a  much  greater  number.    Actinj^  upon 
this  principle,  to  some  extent,  the  whole  army  of  ofii- 
c'als  was  decimated  at  the  commencement  of  this  admiit'i- 
tration.     Sir,  under  the  direction  of  a  skilful  tsctician, 
ten  removals  would  be  sufficient  to  keep  ten  thounnd 
office-holders  in  obedience.     But,  notwithstanding  the 
general  notoriety  of  this  practice  in  aome  sections  of  the 
Union,  there  are  districts  in  the  S<mth  and  Southwest  in 
which  its  existence  is  denied.     I  do  not  mean  to  trouble 
the  House  with  proofs,  in  detail,  at  present.     1  will  con- 
tent myself  with  affirming  that  this  practice  hu  been 
pursued  in  aome  sections  of  the  Union  to  a  most  shame- 
ful extent.     1  have  myself  heard  gentlemen  of  influence 
and  standing  in  the  party,  from  every  quarter  of  the 
country,  avow  and  vindicate  the  propriety  of  such  apnc* 
tice.     I  confess  1  never  heard  any  msn  defend  a  propo* 
sition  so  monstrous  to  my  mind,  who,  in  my  opinion,  hid 
ever  troubled  himself  to  inquire  what  was  either  right 
or  wrong  in  the  practice,  or  who  cared  whether  it  could 
be  defended  upon  principle  or  not;  they  were  what  are 
called  good  party  men,  and  they  feared  no  other  respon- 
sibility.    A  gond  psrty  roan,  we  know,  sir,  fears  neither 
God  nor  his  own  conscience,  provided  his  party  approve 
his  conduct.    l«m  able,  air,  to  make  this  further  state 
ment  upon  this  subject,  that  I  have  hesrd  gentlemen  o 
distinction,  as^party  leaders,  maintain  the  doctrine  thatj 
by  no  other  device  or  invention  can  a  party  be  kept  i 
get  her;  that  is  to  say,  that  bribery  and  corruption  are  tkl 
only  lasting  cements  of  party!     It  is  not  only  the  pariyj 
in  power  which  practices  upon  thi<  odious  policy.    1  s 
sorry  to  say  that  the  opposition  is  not  entirely  free  froi 
this  sin.   In  several  of  the  States,  as  I  am  informed,  vhe 
they  have  chanced  at  any  time  to  succeed  in  the  Stat 
elections,  the  practice  has  been  to  sweep  the  public  ofj 
fices  of  every  incumben*,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest 
even  a  petty  receiver  of  tolls,  or  a  lock-keeper  upon 
canal,  cannot  escape  tbeir  prescriptive  vengeance.  Su 
a  practice  I  consider  a  disgrace  to  any  Government,  bu 
more  especially  to  a  free  Government  like  our  own.    Nui 
do  I  believe  that  any  Government  can  continue  free  uti 
der  its  operation.     All  party  divisions  must  soon  com 
to  be  founded  upon  the  desire  and  a  calculation  of  lb 
chances  of  office  among  politicians;  all  elections  roui 
come  to  be  a  mere  contest  fur  the  offices  and  emplojf 
ments  of  states  and  there  can  be  but  one  end  to  such  | 
system:  first,  general  corruption (  and,  finally,  vtolenc 
and  diaorganization.     I  can  neither  sympathize  with  no 
wish  success  to  one  party 'more  than  another,  vrhetbe 
the  contest  be  for  power  in  the  Stste  or  in  the  Federi 
Government,  when  both  are,  in  my  judgment,  alike  me^ 
cenary,  corrupt,  and  unprincipled.     Sir,  when  1  think  (^ 
the  effiect  of  this  precedent,  or  rather  what  must  be  thi 
.effect  of  this  practice  of  removal  for  opinion's  sake,  whei 
it  shall  once  be  fully  established  and  acquiesced  in,  1  stj 
utterly  amazed  that  any  public  man  who  countenance 
such  a  practice  ahould  escape  the  open  expression  d 
public  indignation,  instead  of  receiving  the  applause  anj 
support  of  the  people.     What  is  the  inevitable  tendencj 
of  this  practice?     To  comipt,  to  reduce  to  the  coil 
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dttMfi  of  mere  creatures  of  executive  will,  every  mail 
f  ho  fi!U  any  office  or  holds  any  employment  under  Gov- 
trnmeni)  to  compel  them,  whatever  may  be  their  own 
lentimentfl,  or  whatever  they  may  think  of  the  conduct 
efouradainiatration,  to  support  its  measures,  right  or 
wrong,  or  be  driven  from  their  places.  Since  the  pre- 
cedent IMS  been  established  of  a  G  jvernment  candidate 
fer  the  presidency*  they  must  support  him  also  under  a 
I  ke  penatty.  It  is  proper,  upon  a  question  of  this  mag- 
sitode,  to  bare  clear  ideas.  I  have  said  that  this  system 
tends  to  corrupt  the  public  officers.  What  is  corrup- 
tion^ Whenever  any  public  officer  or  other  citizen  is  in- 
duced, either  by  the  hope  of  office  or  promotion,  or  the 
k%r  of  losing  an  office  or  employment  already  in  his 
p':i5se»ion,  to  give  his  influence  or  vote  in  favor  of  any 
oun's  election,  contrary  to  his  private  unbiased  judg- 
Bent,  K  is  a  case  of  corruption. 

In  the  preamble  to  the  bill  which  I  have  submitted  fur 
the  action  of  the  House,  the  practice  of  removal  from  of- 
fice upon  political  grounds  is  denounced  as  a  violation  of 
tQe  freedom  of  elections.  It  is  so.  Every  improper  or 
QDdue  influence,  or,  in  other  word«,  every  interest  or 
temptation  brought  to  bear  upon  the  mind  of  a  qualfied 
r)«ctar,  in  Great  Britain,  to  induce  him  to  vote  for  men 
or  measures  contrary  to  the  suggestions  of  his  free  and 
Qobiaied  judgment,  has  ever  been  declared  by  the  laws, 
wd  denounceid  by  every  commentator  upon  the  Bitisli 
e<H)stitution,  as  a  violation  of  the  freedom  of  elections. 
Elections  cannot  be  free  where  the  voters  or  electors  are 
either  bribed  by  actual  gifts  or  the  promise  of  office,  on 
the  one  hand,  or  intimidated  by  the  fear  of  the  loss  of  of- 
tee,  and  often  the  means  of  subsisting  their  families,  to 
■upport  any  particular  candidate  fur  the  presidency  or 
vice  presidency.  The  elective  franchise,  or  the  right  of 
f^e  people  to  choose  their  own  legislative  or  executive 
fiinettonarifs,  so  far  from  being  an  adequate  security  for 
the  protection  of  the  g^eat  objects  for  which  Government 
vaa  establisned,  if  it  may  lie  made  dependent  upon  and 
Mhtervient  to  the  will  of  any  man,  or  any  set  of  men, 
«ill  be  no  security  at  all.  It  will  be  m  mere  mockery— 
m  imposition  upon  the  people.  It  will  only  afford  an 
opportunity  to  the  ambitious  and  unprincipled  to  possess 
themselves  of  unlawful  power,  through  the  medium  of 
tte  ordinary  constitutional  forma.  By  the  theory  of  the 
<«»tituiion,  all  elections  are  to  be  determined  by  the  will 
or  choice  of  a  majority  of  the  qualified  electors  in  the 
lereraJ  States^  and  this  is  the  means  provided  for  securing 

•  ^Qod  sdministration  and  preventing  a  bad  one— fur  put- 
^*%  pod  men  into  office  and  power,  and  keeping  out 
i^  ones.  But  here  are  one  hundred  thousand  voters  or 
cleeton,  who  come  to  the  polls  and  declare  not  their  own 

*  11  and  choice,  but  the  will  of  those  who  gave  them  their 

(raplojrments,  and  who  hold  the  power  of  dispossessing 

^m.    Power  over  a  man's  support  and  the  subsistence 

<^h!9  iamily  is,  in  general,  power  over  his  will.     I  am 

not  left  free  to  vote  as  1  please,  in  elections,  when  I  am 

nade  to  understand  that  the  office  or  employment  which 

gireime  bread,  or  supplies  my  family  with  the  comtorta 

t'f  life,  will  be  Uken  from  me  if  I  do  nut  vote  for  a  par- 

iicular  candidatei  and  the  election  is  not  free  In  which 

coe  hundred  thousand  such  votes  are  given.     It  it  be  said 

<hat  there  are  not  so  many  office-holders,  1  answer  that 

^i  vho  are  employed  on  the  public  works  of  any  kind, 

^  all  who  ar«  engaged  in  furnishing  supplies,  or  in  any 

ninner  dependent  upon  the  Government,  may  be  fairly 

ixiqded  in  the  number.     Let  it  not  be  said  that  the 

li'imbfr  is  at  last  Insignificant.     The  power  of  the  office- 

k&lden  is  immense,  if  we  estimate  their  votes  at  one 

bandred  thousand  only.     We  have  seen,  by  the  result  of 

'  •€  recent  elt-ction,  that  the  individual  votes  of  the  de- 

P«(KSeQU  upon  the  Government  were  sufficient  to  decide 

(^  me  of  several  of  the  States.     But  this  is  a  very  fal- 

^^cious  view  to  Uke  of  the  powert  of  the  official  corps  in 

tiections,  u  I  will  presently  abow. 


But  it  is  further  declared,  in  the  preamble  to  the  bill 
which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  submit,  that  the  practice 
of  removals  from  office  for  opinion's  sake  is  an  attack  up- 
on the  public  liberty.     It  is  to.     Whoever  weakens  or 
destroys  any  of  the  great  and  fundamental  securities  of 
the  public  liberty,  attacks  liberty  herself.     The  elective 
franchise  is  undoubtedly  the  foundation  stone  of  liberty 
in  this  country;  and  he  who  seek«  to  corrupt  it  is  a  foe 
to  that  liberty  which  it  was  intended  to  secure,  and  which 
cannot  survive  the  loss  of  its  purify  and  independence. 
Every  ptiblic  officer  who  avows  and  practices  upon  this 
policy  is,  in  practice,  a  foe  to  the  liberties  of  his  cotintry. 
This  practice  is  also  denounced  in  the  preamble  as  a 
high  misdemeanor  in  any  public  officer  who  is  guilty  of 
it.     After  what  I  have  already  said,  I  believe  I  need  not 
occupy  the  time  of  the  House  in  establishing  this  point. 
Any  public  officer  who  violates  the  freedom  of  elections 
is  guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor.     Any  officer  who  at- 
tacks the  public  liberty,  by  the  corruption  of  any  of  its 
guards,  is  surely  guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor.     But  I 
will  establish  this  proposition  by  an  authority  higher  than 
mine,  or  any  other  living  authority,  however  great  and 
venerable.     When  the  question  was  raised,  in   1789, 
whether  the  President  possessed  the  power  of  rem  >val, 
under  the  constitution,  without  the  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate,   Mr.    Mjidison  maintained  the   affirmative  of   the 
proposition;  and  in  answer  to  the  objection  that  such  a 
power  would  enable  the  President  to  exercise  a  dan- 
gerous control  over  the  public  officers,  and  cause  them 
to  become  the  creatures  of  his  will,  Mr.   Madison  con- 
tended, in  an  able  argument,  that  no  such  danger  was  to 
be  apprehended,  for  the  reason  "  that  the  wanton  remo- 
val of  meritorious  officers  would  subject  him  to  impeach- 
ment and  removal  from  his  own  high  trust."    To  dis- 
place a  worthy  man  from  office,  Mr.  Msdisnn   was  of 
opinion,  would  be  an  act  of  maleadmtnistration,  and  con- 
sequently  subject  the  President  to 'an   impeachment. 
The  sentiments  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  reply  to  an  applica- 
tion from  his  republican  fellow-citizens  of  Wilmington, 
to  remove  an  officer  of  the  customs  against  whom  no 
chsrge  of  official  delinquency  could  be  made  out,  was 
woithy  of  his  high  character  and  known  devotion  to  the 
principles  of  civil  liberty. 

'•  We  have,"  said  that  illustrious  man,  **  no  passions 
or  interests  different  from  those  of  our  fel1ow«citizens. 
We  have  the  same  object,  the  success  of  representative 
government.  Nor  are  we  sctin§|  for  ourselves  alone, 
but  for  the  whole  human  race.  The  event  of  our  ex- 
periment is  to  show  wliether  man  can  be  trusted  with 
self-gfovernment.  The  eyes  of  suffering  humanity  are 
fixed  on  us  with  anxiety,  as  their  only  hope;  and  on  such 
a  theatre,  and  for  auch  a  cause,  we  must  suppress  all 
smaller  passions  and  local  considerations.  The  leaders 
of  federalism  say  that  man  cannot  be  trusted  with  his 
own  government.  We  must  do  no  act  which  will  re- 
place them  in  the  direction  of  the  experiment*  We 
must  not,  by  any  departure  from  principle,  dishearten  the 
mass  of  our  fdlow-c.tizens  who  have  confided  to  us  this 
Interesting  cause." 

ir,  sir,  we  are  disposed  to  be  guided  by  the  authority 
of  the  grtat  founder  of  our  system,  we  have  it  here  pre- 
sented in  the  mosit  authentic  form. 

The  second  clause  of  the  preamble  to  the  bill  declares 
that  the  interference  of  public  officers  in  elections  is  a 
grotS  abuse.  I  have  already  remarked  that  it  was  a  very 
falbcious  view  to  take  of  this  subject,  to  say  that  one 
hundred  thousand  votes  was  the  ext<:nt  of  the  power  of 
of  the  office-holders,  and  other  dependents  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, in  elections,  The  doctrine  now  is,  tbat  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  office-holder^  not  only  to  vote  in  elec- 
tions in  favor  of  the  administration  candidates,  but  to 
support  them  with  all  their  influence  and  all  their  en- 
ergy.   Such  is  the  necessary  result  of  the  doctrine  that 
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oflicp-holders  are  bound  by  gratitude,  or  any  other  ob- 
ligation, to  conform  to  the  wishes  of  the  appointing 
power  in  elections.  The  luspiciont  and  misrepresenta- 
tions that  ofBce-holders  are  exposed  to  in  an  excited  can- 
vass for  the  presidency,  and  the  eagerness  with  which 
hungry  office-seekers,  and  other  informers  with  whom 
the  country  is  filled  under  this  system,  are  looking  out 
for  some  delinquent  to  denounce  to  the  Government, 
will  compel  them,  for  their  own  safety  and  protection,  to 
take  an  active  part  in  elections,  and  to  become  officious 
and  open  in  their  interference.  Another  powerful  in- 
centive to  such  interference  will  always  be  found  under 
an  administration  which  fills  the  public  offices  chiefly 
with  men  whose  principal  merit  has  been  their  zeal  and 
activity  in  past  elections.  In  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  hon* 
est  and  competent  public  servants  were  removed,  to 
make  way  for  these  new  incumbents,  and  the  latter  are 
under  the  most  powerful  inducements  to  make  a  des- 
perate struggle  to  uphold  the  administration  or  party 
that  put  them  in  office.  Hence  the  desperate,  the  death- 
struggle  of  the  office-holders  in  the  late  election,  wher- 
ever the  contest  was  doubtful;  and  it  is  due  to  their  ex- 
ertions to  say  that  they  saved  the  election  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren. 

As  to  the  fact  of  the  interference  of  public  officers  in 
the  late  elections,  openly  and  directly,  is  there  any  one 
here  who  will  deny  it^  Is  there  one  member  in  this 
House  whoVill  deny  that  this  interference  was  general.' 
If  there  is  such  a  member  present,  I  call  upon  him  to 
stand  up  in  his  place  snd  make  the  denial.  Sir,  I  go 
further,  and  I  put  the  question  whether  the  whole  ma- 
chinery of  party,  so  far  as  it  was  composed  of  caucuses, 
conventions,  snd  committees,  employed  in  the  late  elec- 
tions, was  moved  and  guided  by  office-holders  and  ap- 
plicants for  office.  I  do  not  say  that  a  majority  of  the 
delegates  in  these  conventions  were  office-holders  or 
office-seekers  I  but  I  do  mean  to  say  that  the  exciting 
spirit,  the  soul  of  them,  consisted  of  that  class.  But,  for 
fear  that  I  may  be  thought  to  exaggerate,  I  must  ask 
leave  to  refer  to  a  few  facts.  At  the  convention  which 
assembled  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  on  the  8th  of  January, 
1834,  to  nominate  delegates  to  the  Baltimore  convention, 
which  sat  in  1835,  there  were  thirteen  postmasters, 
three  registers  and  receivers,  two  light-house  keepers, 
two  superintendents  of  the  national  road,  one  collector 
of  customs,  one  inspector,  one  bearer  of  foreign  des^ 
patches,  a  commissioaer  under  the  treaty  with  Naples, 
and  four  printers  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  be- 
sides numerous  officers  under  the  State  authority;  and 
we  have  the  authority  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Hambr]  for  saying  that  they  make  common  cause  with 
the  federal  officers,  wherever  they  belong  to  the  same 
party.  In  the  State  convention  of  New  York,  which 
sat  at  Albany  to  appoint  delegates  to  the  Baltimore  con- 
vention, there  were  eighteen  poatmasterfi,  thirteen  judges 
of  courts,  seven  masters  in  chancery,  three  sheriffs,  two 
surrogates,  and  a  State  comptroller.  Among  the  dele- 
gates appointed  to  the  Baltimore  convention  there  were 
seven  postmasters,  a  collector  of  customs,  and  a  superin- 
tendent of  the  custom-house  in  New  York.  I  give  these 
details  as  a  specimen  of  the  voluminous  evidence  which 
might  be  adduced  of  the  same  nature.  It  would  present 
a  singular  result  if  a  statement  were  made  of  all  the 
office-holders  and  office-Sleek ers  who  attended  the  Balti- 
more convention;  and  the  interest  of  the  statement  would 
be  increased  if  it  should  include  an  account  of  all  those 
delegates  who  have  since  received  appointments.  But 
1  have  been  informed  of  a  mode  of  interfering  in  elec- 
tions by  office-holders  which  far  outstrips  all  that  I  had 
imagined  could  exist  at  this  day  under  our  free  Govern- 
ment. It  is  alleged  that  the  office-holders,  in  some 
sections  of  the  Union,  and  especially  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  are  in  the  habit  of  contributing  a  portion  or 


a  per  centage  of  their  salaries — ^that,  in  other  wordt, 
they  are  regularly  taxed  for  the  support  of  the  candi- 
date of  the  party  in  power.  If  this  be  true,  it  is  proof 
of  the  progress  of  corruption  in  our  political  system,  tbit 
should  carry  alarm  Into  the  boeom  of  every  patriot  in  the 
land.  What,  sir!  and  can  the  money  eiacted  from  (be 
people  for  the  support  of  Government  be  converted  by 
their  own  agents,  with  impunity,  into  a  fund  for  tbeir 
own  corruption?  if  I  am  mistaken  as  to  the  ^t  of  the 
existence  of  such  a  practice,  I  hope  some  gentlemiQ  %'ili 
correct  me. 

But  1  now  proceed  to  notice  the  interference  of  ofEce- 
holders  of  a  higher  grade.  I  will  first  call  tbetttentoQ 
of  the  House  to  the  letter  of  the  Postmaster  Genenl 
[Mr.  Kendall]  to  a  commiiKC  of  gentlemen  in  Phil^ 
delphia,  written  6n  the  23d  of  October  last,  (1836.) 

**  Did  public  duties  permtt  an  acceptance  of  your  kir^l 
invitation,"  says  Mr.  Kendall,  **no  occasion  has  pre- 
sented itself  since  the  late  war  with  Or*  at  Britain  on 
which  it  could  have  given  me  more  gratification  in  fcitiv- 
ity,  gratulation,  and  triumph.  A  direct  attempt  hu 
been  made  to  govern  your  Stat6  by  corruption,  snd  it 
has  been  rebuked  and  repelled  in  a  spirit  worthy  of  76. 
It  is  not  a  triumph  of  one  man  over  another;  it  ii  a  viC' 
tory  of  principles  over  profligacy — ^the  triumph  of  ivir* 
tuoui  people  over  concentrated  wealth,  mercenary  ul- 
ent,  and  licensed  corruption." 

When  it  iM  recollected  that  tb's  letter  was  written  by 
a  member  of  the  executive  cabinet,  in  reference  to  the 
result  of  a  State  election,  which  was  expected,  and  nu 
doubt  did  produce  «  decided  effect  upon  the  president 
tial  election,  which  ensued  during  the  next  month,  i 
more  audacious  and  unwarranted  act  of  interference 
cannot  be  readily  conceived  of.     I  hope  I  shall  be  ezcu* 
sed  the  digression,  while  I  remind  the  House  of  ihesUte* 
ments  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Hivctt] 
the  other  day,  upon  the  subject  of  the  abusive  epithets, 
the  c^oss  charges  of  corruption,  and  violent  denuncia* 
tionp,  which  be  said  members  of  the  opposition  were  iQ 
the  habit  of  dealing  out  upon  this  floor  against  the  Prefr 
ident  and  the  party  in  the  majority  in  this  House.  Thtt 
gentleman  said  that  it  had  been  too  much  the  habit  of 
the  friends  of  the  administration  to  sit  silent  snd  lukc 
no  reply  to  such  tirades  of  abuse  as  were  constantly  pro* 
nounced  against  it.     I  am  not  one  of  those  who  are  in 
the  hsbit  of  employing  abusive  epithets  either  againit 
the  administration  or  the  majority  of  this  House,  in  de* 
bate;  but  I  might  appeal  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  » 
those  who  do  take  that  liberty  might  not  find  some  coun* 
tenance  in  the  language  employed  by  the  Postmaster 
General  in  the  letter  to  which  I  have  referred.    In  what 
speech  delivered  upon  this  floor  did  he  ever  hear  stron- 
ger language,  or  more  abusive  epithets,  applied  to  the 
motives  and  principles  of  a  party,  than  those  deliberate* 
ly  penned  ~and  given  to  the  people  by  a  cabinet  officer 
of  the  Government?    But,  I  would  further  inquire  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  wheiherheand  his  friends,  during 
all  the  period  of  their  silence  and  forbearance  under 
those  violent  and  abusive  denunciations  of  which  be  coo* 
plains,  did  not  steadily  look  to  the  Globe  to  answer  all 
the  arguments  as  well  as  the  denunciations  of  opposition 
members;  and  whether  it  was  not  found  much  the  most 
convenient  as  well  tui  effective  mode  of  reply?    Does 
not  that  gentleman  know  that  the  columns  of  thatpsper, 
during  the  past  session  as  well  as  the  preaent,  have  been 
devoted  to  the  perversion  and  misrepresentation  of  every 
thing  that  is  said,  as  well  as  done,  by  the  opposition  in 
this  House— that  its  daily  sheet  is  a  daily  libel  upon  the 
motives  and  character  of  every  man  who  dares  to  arraign 
the  course  of  the  party  or  of  its  favorite  leaders?    Well 
may  the  gentlemen  of  the  administration  be  ailent, «  beq 
tliey  have  auch  a  pensioned  engine  of  fiilsebood  and  cal^ 
umny  in  their  daily  service. 
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I  Aov  eoBie,  tSiFt  to  speak  of  tlie  interference,  in  the 
iite  eltction,  of  toother  high  functionary  of  the  Govern- 
ment. It  is  00  less  a  personage  than  the  President  him- 
Kir.  The  President  exhibited  himself  a  devoted  parti- 
an  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  at  an  early  period  of  the  canvass. 
The  proof  of  his  interference  I  consider  so  notorious 
tbit,  but  for  the  singular  and  unexpected  assertions 
which  I  have  lately  heard  upon  the  subjecS  I  would  not 
think  oeoeisary  to  notice  it.  Those*  sir,  upon  which  I 
rinll  rely  in  establishing  the  first  act  of  his  interference 
irc  not  dependent  for  their  validity 'upon  the  uncertain 
nenwry  of  any  man,  nor  can  they  be  weakened  or  eva- 
ded by  the  denial  or  misrepresentation  of  any  man's 
friendi.  But  I  think  proper,  at  this  time,  to  state  that, 
if  the  subject  shall  be  regarded  as  of  sufficient  impor- 
tince  by  the  House  to  appoint  a  committee  with  the 
proper  power,  all  the  statements  of  my  colleague  [Mr. 
hiToi]  in  relation  to  the  language  and  denunciations 
rf  the  President,  while  in  Tennessee,  last  summer,  with- 
ttt  eiception,  so  far,  I  believe,  can  be  established  by 
the  erideoee  of  gentlemen  of  the  most  unquestionable 
cHtncter.  I  feel  warranted  in  nukking  the  same  state- 
Bcm  in  relation  to  the  charge  made  by  a  Senator  from 
Tennmee  [Judge  Wbxtb]  in  a  speech  at  Knozville. 
The  fint  overt  act  of  the  President,  in  which  he  gave 
evidence  of  bis  interference  in  the  late  presidential  elec- 
tion, vu  to  dictate  the  Baltimore  convention,  and  to 
five  the  lanction  of  bis  name  and  station  to  a  party  move- 
^nt,  intended,  from  the  first,  for  the  benefit  of  Mr. 
Vin  Buren*    In  his  celebrated  Gwinn  letter  he  says: 

"Ditcardiog  all  personal  preference,  I  consider  the 
hue  policy  of  the  friends  of  republican  principles  is  to 
Krtd  delefjfitet,  fresh'from  the  people,  to  a  general  con- 
vection, for  the  purpose  of  selecting  candidates  for  the 
Keiidency  and  vice  presidency;  and  that  to  impeach 
thil  lelectioD  before  it  is  made,  as  an  emanation  of  Ex- 
tcQiife  power,  is  to  assail  the  virtue  of  the  people,  and, 
<^efiect,  to  oppose  their  right  to  govern." 

Here,  sir,  ve  have  a  denunciation,  in  advance,  of  every 
^n  »ho  should  dare  to  oppose  the  nomination  of  the 
■i^ilimore  convention.  I  have  heard  it  said  that  this 
wtcrvu  written  in  answer  to  a  charge  of  preference 

w  Judge  White.    There  never  was  any  thing  more  un- 

tntc 

Infict,  this  letter  was  foretold,  and  some  of  the  friends 
<^^udge  White  were  adoMnisbed  that  the  President 
*<%id  take  a  decided  and  open  part  in  the  election  of 
^^>  Van  Buren,  before  Judge  White  was  generally  re- 
{vded  as  a  candidate.  In  a  letter  to  a  committee  of 
l^t|esieQ  in  Bedford  county,  Tennessee,  while  the 
vf^^^Bt  was  on  his  late  electioneering  tour,  he  uses 
'^  blowing  language: 

"  We  lire,  felkiw-eitizens,  in  evil  times,  when  politi- 
^1  *poitacy  becomes  frcquentf  when  public  men aban- 
°^  principles,  their  former  party  attachments  and  asso- 
c^iiotts,  and,  for  selfish  ends  and  personal  aggrandize- 

I^^Sare  attempting  to  undermine  our  republic  sys- 

'♦•a. 

Here  it  t  direct  attack  upon  the  motives  of  the  sup* 
f*^*!*  of  Judge  White  in  Tennessee— a  direct  charge 
•J«ihey  were  attempting  to  undermine  our  republican 
7»tetD.  That  there  may  be  no  mistake  as  to  the  inten- 
'<^<^i  the  President  to  excite  the  people  of  Tennessee 
1^*41  ibe  supporters  of  Judge  White,  ss  the  enemiesof 
"Publjctn  government,  is  manifest    from  a  par^tgraph 

xchippeared  in  the  Union,  the  organ  of  the  Van 
«^topirtyjn  Tennessee,  in  which  the  editor,  refer- 

H^iiXht  President's  letter  to  the  Bedford  committee, 

"  JHeProttdenl's  views  of  the  existing  state  of  politi- 
•*o«ri  in  Tennessee  are  here  clearly  and  distinctly 
•-  .?*!^'  utd  are  so  just  snd  strictly  conformable  (o 
'^  a  that  be  who  runs  may  read." 


I  might  refer  to  the  sentiment  delivered  by  the  Presi- 
dent, at  the  same  period,  to  a  large  assembly  of  his  fcl- 
low-citixens  who  had  honored  him  with  a  public  dinner 
at  Nashville;  and  to  numerous  letters  besides,  which 
were  industriously  circulated,  all  containing  evidence  of 
the  deep  interest  and  the  open  zeal  which  he  manifested 
in  the  late  election.  I  migh't  refer  particularly  to  a 
letter  written  to  the  late  Willie  Blount,  which  denounced 
the  course  of  Judge  White,  and  his  leading  friends  in 
Tennessee,  in  the  strongest  terms;  and  which  I  am  in- 
formed a  member  of  this  House  [Mr.  Joavsoir,  of  Ten- 
nessee] was  in  the  habit  of  reading  at  public  meetings 
in  his  own  canvass  before  the  people  for  a  seat  in  Con- 
gress. A  letter  to  the  late  B.  F.  Curry  was  of  a  similar 
character;  but  I  have  already  devoted  more  time  to  this 
point  than  I  intended.  The  fact  of  the  President's  in- 
terference is  indisputable;  it  was  also  notorious;  and  the 
knowledge  of  this  preference  had  a  decided  effect  in 
favor  of  Mr.  Van  Buren.  It  is  true,  sir,  that  there  were 
some  minds  upon  which  the  course  of  the  President  had 
a  contrary  effect;  but  they  wertf  too  few  to  control  the 
result.  The  open  and  decided  stand  taken  by  the  Presi- 
dent waa  a  signal  for  the  interference  of  all  oflice'holders 
and  office-seekers  throughout  the  Union;  and,  from  that 
moment,  Mr.  Van  Buren  became,  emphatically  and  truly, 
the  Government  candidate;  and,  of  course,  had  the  full 
benefit  of  the  patronage  of  the  Government  in  strength- 
ening his  interests. 

But,  as  miitht  have  been  expected,  when  the  highest 
officer  of  the  Government  stepped  aside  from  the  line  uf 
his  official  duties  to  become  the  electioneering  partisan 
of  a  favorite  candidate  for  the  presidency,  it  was  almost 
impossible  that  any  appointment  could  be  made  of  a 
public  officer,  without  exciOng  some  distrust  that  it  was 
intended  to  advance  the  interest  of  the  Government  can- 
did<ite.  I  consider  this  state  of  things  a  great  calamity  of 
itself— that  the  Chief  Magistrate  should  place  himself  in 
a  position  which  afforded  no  escape  from  the  imputation 
of  improper  motives  in  administering  the  patronage  of 
the  Government;  and,  what  is  equally  to  be  regretted,  it 
waa  at  the  aame  time  next  to  an  impossibility  that  he 
could  administer  it  without  reference  to  the  interests  of 
his  own  candidate.  And,  accordingly,  it  will  be  found 
that  various  offices  and  employments  have  been  confer- 
red under  such  circumstances  that  it  is  impossible  to 
come  to  any  other  conclusion  than  that  they  were  given 
and  received  with  improper  motives. 

Whether  the  President  was  privy  to  the  object  of  all 
these  appointments,  or  whether  they  were  in  all  instan- 
ces bestowed  through  the  agency  of  some  political  office 
broker,  I  know  not;  but  tbe*tffect  is  the  ssme  upon 
the  public  interests  and  the  public  virtue.  However 
this  may  be,  it  accidentally  came  to  my  koowUdge  that 
Government  favors  of  some  kiud  were  distinctly  offered 
in  a  letter  from  a  person  in  the  confidence  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  franked  by  him,  to  a  gentleman  in  my  own 
congressional  district,  upon  the  condition  that  he  would 
take  a  more  active  part  in  the  election  against  Judge 
White  and  one  of  his  leading  friends.  I  have  seen  the 
open  partisan  of  one  candidate  become  the  supporter  of 
another,  and  that  other  the  Government  candidate,  and 
employment  under  Government  following  in  the  rear  of 
conversion.  1  have  seen  the  representative  seduced 
from  his  constituents,  and  made  to  act  in  opposition  to 
their  wibhesand  his  own  professed  principles,  by  artful 
suggestions  of  future  rewards.  I  have  seen  gentlemen 
of  d  stinction  and  high  standing  change  their  politics 
and  violate  their  personal  honor,  upon  the  promise  of 
executive  support  and  influence  in  accomplishing  their 
plans  of  individual  promotion.  I  have  seen  the  corrupt 
apostate  from  his  former  principles  and  professions,  too 
weak  to  resist  the  promise  of  offce,  but  lacking  courage 
to  pocket  the  well-earned  reward,  when  offered  to  his 
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acceptance.  When,  sir,  the  practice  of  official  interFer- 
ence  has  arrived  at  this  heightt  when  rewards  are  openly 
bestowed  For  open  apostacy  and  treachery  to  party  en- 
(j^agementSi  when  corruption  walks  abroad  through  the 
land  in  her  own  nakedness,  without  a  veil  or  a  mantle  to 
cover  her  native  i\eU  rmity)  when  neither  regard  for 
principle  nor  the  honor  of  the  country  can  restrain  such 
practices,  so  far,  at  least,  as  to  preserve  the  semblance 
of  purity;  when  disguises  are  rejected  as  unnecessary;  is 
it  not  lime  to  sound  ihe  alarm  to  the  sleeping  sentinels, 
and  call  every  patriot  to  bis  post.^ 

Let  us  pause  here  for  a  moment,  and  inquire  bow  this 
tubject  of  the  interference  of  public  officers  in  elections 
has  been  regarded  and  provided  against,  in  the  only  coun- 
try in  which  the  principles  of  free  government  are  cor- 
rectly understood  and  appreciated  besides  our  own.  I 
mean  Great  Britain.  Ever  since  the  revolution  of  1688, 
when  the  English  Government  assumed  something  like  a 
regular  plan  of  civil  liberty,  the  people  of  England  have 
been  extremely  jealous  of  the  interference  of  public  of- 
ficers in  elections.  Th^  slightest  interference  on  their 
part,  in  (he  election  of  members  of  Parliament,  has  al- 
ways been  promptly  met,  complained  of,  an^  redressed 
as  a  grievance,  and  a  violation  of  the  freedom  of  election. 
As  early  as  the  5th  William  and  Mary,  (1694,)  an  act  of 
Parliament  was  passed,  which,  after  reciting  that  elec* 
tiuns  of  members  of  Parliament  <*  ought  to  be  free  and 
uncorrupt,*'  prohibited  all  excise  officers  from  endeavor, 
in^f  ••  hy  word,  message,  or  writing,  or  in  any  other 
manner  whatsoever,"  to  persuade  any  elector  to  give  or 
lu  withhold  his  vote  in  the  election  of  any  member  of 
Parliament,  under  penally  of  one  hundred  pounds,  and 
(libqualiBcation  to  hold  any  office  or  place  of  trust  ever 
afterwards.  The  act  of  12  and  13  William  III  (1700) 
contained  a  similar  prohibition,  and  prescribed  the  same 
penalties,  against  the  interference  of  all  custom-house 
uHTicers  in  elections.  By  the  act  of  10  Anne,  c.  19, 
several  new  excise  duties  were  laid;  and  so  tenacious 
was  Parliament  upon  the  subject  of  the  influence  and  in- 
terfcrence  of  pul>lic  officers  in  election^  that,  by  a  sep- 
arate section  of  the  act,  all  the  new  officers  created  t>y 
it  were  prohibited  from  intermeddling,  under  the  same 
penalties  provided  by  former  acts.  But  when,  towards 
tlie  middle  of  the  reign  of  George  III,  it  was  found  that 
the  public  officers  an<l  other  persons  in  the  employment 
of  tiie  Governmeni,  by  their  own  numerical  force,  in 
some  counties  and  boroughs,  were  often  able  to  carry 
tie. election  of  the  court  candidates;  and  that  the  influ- 
ence of  the  Crown  over  them  was  so  great  that  thty 
generally  voted  in  ma«s  for  the  Government  candidates, 
the  whigs  of  England— Uie  true  old  English  whigs— 
made  a  bold  rally  of  their  strength  in  Parliament,  and 
by  one  act  (22  George  III,  41,  1782)  disfranchised 
every  officer  employed  in  the  customs,  in  the  collection 
and  management  of  the  excise  dutie.*,  and  in  the  post 
office— forty  thousand  in  nninber.  A  glorious  triumph 
for  Englishmen  and  English  I'berty!  This  act,  which 
stands  a  gloriotn  monument  of  the  spirit  of  Engliyhmen, 
is  entitled  "An  act  for  the  better  securing  the  freedom  of 
elections  of  members  to  serve  in  Pai  liamenl."  It  was  at 
this  period  that  the  celebrated  Mr.  Dunning  introduced 
and  cairied  the  resolution  in  Parliamcn*,  that  **the  in- 
fluence of  the  Crown  had  increased,  was  increasing,  and 
ou);l)t  to  be  diminished."  The  firbt  measure  which  fol- 
lowed was  to  deprive  forty  thou^-and  office-holdt  rs  of 
their  right  to  vote  in  elections!  The  subserviency  of 
Parliament  to  the  will  of  the  Crown  had  been  too  gross 
and  palpable  to  be  longer  endured.  The  ministry  had 
carried  every  measure  by  a  dead,  invariable  majority, 
just  as  we  have  of  late  seen  measures  carried  through 
the  Coi  gress  of  the  United  States.  This  Rreat  measure 
of  reform  was  justifled  and  sust^inc  d  by  the  English  peo- 
ple, under  the  flimconvict'on  that  their  proudest  posses- 


sions in  the  new  world— the  ''.imperial  crown  of  Ameri- 
ca"— had  been  wrested  from  their  Ring  by  the  blunden 
of  an  incompetent  ministry,  supported  by  a  corrupt  pAr* 
liament.  But  the  remedy  came  too  late  to  prevent  the 
catastrophe.  It  would  be  a  singular  incident  in  the  vi. 
cissitude  of  human  affairs,  if  the  liberties  of  Americi 
should  be  lost  by  the  same  errors  which  afforded  the  op- 
portunity for  their  existence. 

f  must  now,  air,  go  a  little  back  in  the  order  of  tlnp, 
to  speak  of  the  course  of  the  English  Parliament,  uhI 
how  the  spirit  of  Englishmen  has  always  treated  tbe  in- 
terference  of  any  of  tbe  high  grade  officers  of  state  ia 
elections.     The  first  case  of  the  kind  which  1  have  been 
able  to  find  on  record  occurred  in  the  reign  of  Qieen 
Anne.     A  bishop  of  Worcester,  who  filled  at  tbe  ume 
time  the  office  of  almoner  to  the  Queep,  having  iome 
ground  of  resentment  against  Sir  J.  P»rkmgton,  a  cand* 
date  for  Parliament  in  the  county  of  Wc»rceKter,  wrote 
to  several  of  his  friends,  soliciting  tbem  to  oppoM  hii 
election.     His  influence  was  unavailing,  and  one  oF  the 
first  acts  of  the  member  elected,  after  Uking  his  seal  la 
the  House  of  Commons,  was  to  complain  pf  the.vioU'ion 
of  the  privileges  of  Parliament,    and  the  freedom  of 
elections,  by  the  bishop  and  almoner  to  the  Qiiceo. 
The  House  of  Commons,  upon  hearing  ihe  proof,  wliich 
wan  the  production  of  some  of  the  bisi^op's  letter^  in- 
stantly voted  his  conduct  to  be  a  violation  of  the  lib  rtiit 
of  the  people  of  England)  and,  at  the  same  lime,  roicd 
that  an  address  i^bould  be  carried  to  the  Queen,  request* 
ing  her  to  dismiss  the  bishop  from  tbe  office  be  held  un< 
der  her  Majesty.     The  address  was  presented  to  lite 
Queen,  and  she  sent  a  gracious  answer  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  informing  them  that  she  had  complied  «iiii 
their  desire.     The  next  example  of  the  manner  in  whicti 
this  abuse  has  been  treated  in  Great  Britain  occurred  <n 
1779,  when  tlie  power  and  influence  of  the  ministers  of 
that  day  were  at  the  highest,  and  the  condition  of  Htf' 
liament  was  consequently  low  indeed.     A  lord  lietiieo' 
ant. of  a  county,  an  officer  appointed  by  the  Cro«n,  «u 
detected  in  writing  to  hia  friends  in  the  county  of  South- 
ampton, urging  them  to  give  their  support  to  his  frit-nc], 
who  was  also  the  Government  candiilate  for  Parli^me'  t. 
When  his  conduct  was  brought  before  the  House  ol 
Common?,  and  some  of  the  letters  which  he  had  wriiieit 
exhibited.  Lord  North  ventured  to  say  that  be  tbougU 
the  case  preaented  no  great  cause  of  alarm,  and  instarti- 
ly,  and  it  would  appear  from  all  sides  of  the  Hou»% 
there  arose  such  Jndignant  clamors  that  it  was  soma  linj^ 
before  order  could  be  restored,  and  Lord  North  was  obli- 
ged to  explain  and  qualify  his  meaning.     But  the  mo^t 
decisive  proof  of  the  spirit  which   prevailed  upon  tltCj 
subject,  even  in  coVrupt  times,  and  the  cdium  in  vhtcn 
all  intermeddling  of  office-holders  in  elections  has  cnr 
been  held  in  Great  Britain,  is  to  be  found  in  the  following 
resolution,  which  tbe  House  of  Commons  adopted  upi*a 
that  occasion,  without  a  division,  and  without  a  dissm'' 
ing  voice: 

••  That  it  is  highly  criminal  for  any  minister  or  n^in'* 
terp,  or  any  oher  servant  of  the  Crown,  in  Great  Britain. 
directly  or  indirectly,  to  make  use  of  the  power  of  hij 
office  in  order  to  influence  the  election  of  members  of 
Parliament;  and  that  an  attempt  to  exercise  ibat  mni> 
ence  was  an  attack  upon  the  dignity,  the  honor,  and  \m 
independence,  of  Parliament,  an  infringement  of  t.'< 
riglus  and  liberties  of  the  people,  and  an  attempt  to  $'(1 
the  basis  of  our  free  and  happy  constitution."  j 

S  r,  this  resolution  ha*  been  regarded,  ever  since,  « 
expressing  the  true  principles  of  the  constitution  o 
England.  In  every  debate  which  has  ari&en  since  In- 
it  ia  referred  to  as  a  standard  authority.  *  And,  upon  tut 
sutject  of  official  intermeddling  in  elections,  let  it  be  re 
membered,  to  the  eternal  honor  of  Englishmen,  th»t  nj 
party,  that  no  member  of  any  party  in  that  country,  ho*j 
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fvfrweak,  or  bowevt-r  debased  by  corruption,  has  ever 
dired  to  question  the  soundness  of  tl^e  principles  of  the 
resolation  of  1779. 

In  thij  review  of  the  course  of  British  WisTation  in  se- 
curing the  freedom  of  elections,  I  must  not^mit  to  notice 
ihe  ict  of  49  George  IIT,  c.  118,  (1809. )  Notwitstand- 
in^  the  numerotis  legal  provisions  which  bad  been  adopt- 
fd  to  leciire  the  purity  and  freedom  of  elections,  it  was 
notorious  that  members  of  Parliament  were  often  return- 
fd  through  the  influence  of  ministers,  in  giving  or  prom- 
i^ng  offices  and  employments  to  influential  persons  in 
Ihe  scTenI  counties  and  boroughs  of  the  kingdom  enti- 
tfetl  to  send  membera  to  Parliament.  To  reform  thi» 
i"^!!!?,  Mr.  Curwan  brought  forward  a  bill  prescribing  a 
p€nalf;  of  five  hundred  pound?,  and  forfeiture  of  oflioe, 
•(Tiinst  tytry  person  who  should  be  found  guilty  of  sell- 
•^  his  influence  in  an  election,  and  a  penalty  of  one 
ihoojand  pounds  against  any  person  holding  an  oflice 
under  the  King,  who  should  be  guilty  of  giving  any  of- 
^fi  plice,  or  employment,  to  any  person,  upon  any  con- 
tract or  agreement  that  they  should  exert  their  influence 
»n 'he  election  of  any  member  of  Parliament;  but  the 
ffinrstry  had  the  address  to  get  it  so  amended  that  no  of- 
wepofthe  Crown  could  be  punished  for  such  an  act  of 
fprrupjion,  unless  the  contract  upon  which  the  ofllice 
*i5  f'Ten  was  ^xmtvu  This  amendment  defeated  the 
'iiutary  design  of  the  bill  in  a  great  measure;  but  still, 
«n  Ihe  sbipe  in  which  it  passed,  it  attests,  by  its  pream- 
iiie  w  well  as  by  the  manifest  spirit  of  the  act,  the  senti- 
oc'>ts  of  the  English  people  in  relation  to  this  subject. 
Tbe  preamble  recites  that  all  «•  such  gifts  and  promises 
«  office  are  contrary  to  the  usag«,  right,  and  freedom 
w  elections,  and  contrary  to  the  laws  and  constitution  of 
w  realm." 

These  are  some  of  the  securities  which  the  wisdom  of 
J^'^glwhincn  has  provided  for  the  preservation  of  the 
'rccdom  of  elections;  these  are  some  of  the  bulwarks 
»btch  the  spirit  and  sagacity  of  that  renowned  people 
pve  created  to  defend  their  liberties,  and  to  operate  as 
■^'rncrs  against  the  inroads  of  arbitrary  power. 

Let  us  next  see  what  we  have  done  to  secure  the  puri- 
ri!'^  •  '^'^^*^°"™  **^  elections — to  guard  and  preserve  our 
■*^rties.  All  that  we  have  done  presents  but  a  barren 
ftiil'jguf .  Tijg  constitution  contains  the  only  provision 
'fifing  open  this  subject  to  be  found  in  our  statute 
f"|^t  But,  sir,  we  have  had  the  most  salutary  doctrines 
'*«i  dnwn  by  some  of  our  most  distinguished  and  vener- 
"^itatesmenj  and  it  will  be  our  own  fault  if  we  do  not 
J^7  them  into  execution  by  prompt  and  effective  legis- 
^'^n.  1  have  already  referred  to  the  authority  of  Mr. 
)»*d«son  and  Mr.  Jefferson,  upon  the  subject  of  removals 
."^'n  ofRce  for  opinion's  sake.  Upon  the  subject  of  the 
'-er'tfrencc  of  public  ofltcers  in  elections,  Mr.  Jefferson 
T'  ^P^55«ble,  still  more  explicit  and  satisfactory.  I  beg 
/3'e  to  read  an  extract  from  his  letter  to  Governor  Mc- 
J^'*"'.  ^^  Pennsylvania,  in  1801,  upon  this  subject}  writ- 
P^'  ^  appears,  while  the  election   between   him   and 

'^^'  Burr  WM  still  pending  in  the  House  of  Repre- 

'Jhe  event  of  the  election  is  still  in  diihio.  A  strong 
r^ioninthe  House  of  Representatives  will  prevent  an 
*fcf'on  if  ihey  can.     I  rather  believe  they  will  not  be 

■><  to  do  it,  as  there  are  six  individuals  of  moderate 
,  '^^cter,  any  one  of  whom,  coming  over  to  the  repub- 
"^n  Tiite,  will  make  a  ninth  State.  Till  this  is  known, 
■  '*'W)5oon  for  me  to  say  what  should  be  done  in  such 

'■^louj  cases  as  those  you  mention,  of  federal  officers 
'■^'focting  the  operation  of  the  State  Governments. 
»fV^i'^'^  I  will  say,  that,  as  to  the  future,  interference 
*^li  elections,  whether  of  the  State  or  General  Govern- 
^^'%  by  tiic  oflicers  of  the  latter,  should  be  deemed 
^.*U*'^f  fenwvalj  because  the  constitutional  remedy  by 

•  elective  principle  becomes  nothing,  if  it   may  be 
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smothered  by  the  enormous  patronage  of  the  General 
Government.  How  far  it  may  be  practicable,  prudent, 
or  proper,  to  look  back,  is  too  great  a  question  to  be 
decided  by  the  united  wisdom  of  the  whole  administra- 
tion when  formed.** 

After  Mr.  Jefferson  was  made  President,  he  took 
steps  immediately,  in  compliance  with  his  pledge  to 
Governor  McKean,  upon  the  subject  of  the  future  inter- 
ference of  public  officers  in  elections;  and  the  circu* 
lar  which  1  hold  in  my  hand,  and  which  I  ask  leave  tu 
read  to  the  House,  appears  to  have  been  issued  by  his 
order,  to  regulate  the  conduct  of  all  in  authority  under 
him. 

•*  The  President  of  the*  United  States  has  seen,  with 
dissatisfaction,  officers  of  the  General  Government  ta- 
king, on  various  occasions  active  parts  in  elections  of 
the  public  functionaries,  whether  of  the  General  or  of 
the  State  Governments.  Freedom  of  election  being 
essential  to  the  mutual  independence  of  Governments, 
and  of  the  different  branches  of  the  same  Government 
so  vitally  cherished  by  most  of  our  constituents,  it  is 
deemed  improper  for  officers  depending  on  the  Execu- 
tive of  the  Union  to  attempt  to  control  or  influence  the 
free  exercise  of  the  elective  right.  This  I  am  instructed, 
therefore,  to  notify  to  all  officers  within  my  department, 
holding  their  appointments  under  the  authority  of  the 
President  directly,  and  to  desire  them  to  notify  to  all 
subordinate  to  them.  The  right  of  any  oflicer  to  give 
hia  vote  at  elections,  as  a  qualified  citizen,  is  not  meant 
to  be  restrained,  nor,  however  given,  shall  it  have  any 
effect  to  his  prejudice;  but  it  is  expected  that  he  will 
not  attempt  to  influence  the  votes  of  others,  nor  take 
any  part  m  the -business  of  electioneering,  that  being 
deemed  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  the  constitution, 
and  his  duties  to  it." 

It  seems  that  Mr.  Jefferson  did  not  think  it  expedient 
to  remove  all  public  officers  who  had  intermeddled  in 
elections  before  he  came  into  power;  but  he  took  care 
to  prescribe  ff  rule  for  the  future,  which  would  leave  no 
ground  of  complaint  for  any  removal  from  office  for  any 
act  of  subsequent  interference  in  elections.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  [Mr.  Hambb]  claimed  to  act  with  a 
party  which  practised  upon  Jefferson's  principles.  I  call 
upon  him  and  his  friends  now  to  conflrm  what  they  say 
by  their  example,  and  turn  out  every  man  in  office  in 
the  United  States  who  interfered  in  the  late  election. 
Sir,  it  is  due  to  principle — the  purity  and  freedom  of 
elections  demand  this  course  it  is  due  to  consistency, 
among  those  who  call  themselves  republicans  and  fol- 
lowers of  Jefferson.  It  is  due  to  the  cause  of  liberty 
and  free  government,  that  every  public  officer  who  has 
dared  to  interfere  in  any  election.  State  or  National, 
ahould  be  made  an  example  of  in  all  time  to  come.  But, 
sir,  this  is  the  business  and  duty  of  the  Executive,  so  far 
as  the  past  is  concerned. 

What  I  propose  that  Congress  should  do,  is  simply  to 
declare  the  removal  of  any  public  officer,  upon  political 
grounds,  and  for  opinion's  sake,  to  be  a  high  misde- 
meanor, and  leave  the  punishment  to  be  applied  by  Im- 
peachment, or  by  the  action  of  public  sentiment  ^t  the 
ballot-box,  as  heretofore.  I  propose  to  leave  the  power 
of  removal  in  the  President,  as  it  is  now,  believing  that 
any  attempt  to  limit  it  would  be  injudicious.  But  we  are 
under  no  6uch  restraint  in  providing  an  adequute  pen- 
alty against  all  public  officers  who  interfere  in  elections, 
except  to  cast  their  votes;  nor  is  there  any  reason  why 
we  should  not  declare  any  gift,  or  promise  t)f  any  ofllice 
or  place  under  the  Government,  as  the  consideration  of 
service  in  an  election,  to  be  bribery,  and  to  punish  such 
offences  for  the  future  in  a  manner  proportionate  to  their 
enormity.  Until  the  National  Legislature  shall  take  this 
subject  up,  and  act  upon  i^  experience  has  shown  that 
we  have  no  security  for  the  purity  or  the  freedom  of 
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ctect'ion<; — none  fi  r  the  protection  of  nur  free  institu- 
tions. The  only  populsr  objection  to  the  principles  of 
the  bill  which  I  propose  to. enact  into  a  law,  is  the  prin- 
ciple of  rotation  in  office.  Whatever  objections  exist  to 
the  adoption  of  that  principle,  (and  they  are  very  strious 
and  important,)  still  1  infinitely  prefer  the  adoption  of 
it,  aaeording  to  the  views  recently  expressed  by  some  of 
the  people  of  good  old  republican  Pennsylvania,  than 
the  present  practice  of  the  Government.  If  we  can 
agree  upon  no  remedy  for  present  abuses,  let  us  adopt 
a  uniform  rule,  at  least,  and  let  all  officers  go  out  at  the 
end  of  four  ur  eight  years.  Now,  sir,  when  the  Presi- 
dent or  any  head  of  a  department  wishes  to  remove  a 
meritorious  officer,  of  i  fTensive  politico,  in  order  to  make 
way  for  some  favorite  partisan,  he  may  cite  the  popular 
principle  of  rotation  in  office  to  support  his  conduct;  hut 
Biill  the  great  mass  of  tractable  and  obedient  office-hold- 
ers, who  are  ready  to  become  the  creatures  of  executive 
will,  are  permitted  to  remain  in  office  for  life,  in  difi- 
atice  of  the  sslutary  and  popular  principle  of  rotation  in 
office.  The  rule,  sir,  should  work  both  ways,  or  be  dis- 
,carded  altogether. 

Mr.  Speaker,  experience,  I  think,  has  conclusively 
demonstrated,  of  late,  that  patronage  is  (he  vice,  and  is 
likely  to  be  the  euthanasy  of  our  political  system.  The 
Virginia  objectors  to  the  constitution  were  mistaken.  It 
i«  not  the  great  powers  of  peace  and  war,  of  the  purse 
and  of  the  sword,  vested  in  the  Federal  Government, 
which  are  most  to  be  feared;  nor  is  it  so  much  the  t>g- 
f^re^^ate  amount  of  patronage  within  the  control  of  the 
Government,  aa  it  Is  the  want  of  proper  legal  limitations 
and  restrictions  upon  the  use  of  it  in  the  hands  of  the 
Execu  ive,  which  is  to  be  dreaded  and  guarded  against. 
AH  other  dangers  in  the  operation  of  the  Government 
will  wear  out  by  time,  and  are  of  small  moment  in  com- 
parison with  this  of  patronage. 

Let  it  be  understood  that  I  do  not  propose  to  divest 
the  President  of  one  particle  of  the  patronage  which  the 
constitution  has  conferred  upon  him,  in  giving  him  the 
power  of  nominating  to  all  the  important  offices;  nor  do 
I  wish  to  deprive  the  Executive  of  that  due  and  proper 
influence  over  the  public  councils  and  people  of  the 
country  which  the  legitimate  exercise  of  it  naturally 
brings  to  him.  The  legitimate  exerciae  of  the  patronage 
vested  in  the  President  insures  to  him  a  vast  influence 
in  the  country,  sufficient  of  itself  to  keep  alive  the  jeal- 
ousies and  vigilance  of  a  free  people.  The  power  of 
nominating  to  ail  new  nffices — to  fill  all  accruing  vacan- 
cies, by  death,  resignation,  or  removal  for  unfitness — the 
power  of  appointing  all  the  heads  of  the  executive  de- 
partments, aU  foreign  ministers,  and  the  judges  of  the 
Supreme  and  other  courta  of  the  United  States — a  vast 
power  of  itself,  and  operating  directly  upon  the  highest 
talent  and  ambition  in  the  country;  beside  these,  the 
power  of  promotion  in  the  army  and  navy,  and  the  pat- 
ronage of  the  Military  Academy,  exclusive  of  the  other 
great  branches  of  the  public  service,  would  of  them- 
selves, when  exercised  with  an  eye  single  to  the  interest 
of  the  country,  as  it  should  be,  constitute  an  aggrei^ate 
influence  great  enough  to  be  trusted  in  the  hands  of  any 
one  m.in.  To  this  measure  of  influence,  and  more,  the 
President  is  entitled.  The  constitution  bestows  it,  and 
I  seek  not  to  deprive  him  of  it.  But,  sir,  this  vsst  power 
was  a  necessary  dtposite  for  the  public  good;  and  not 
the  smallest  portion  of  it  was  given  for  the  personal  grat- 
ification, or  to  advance  the  private  intertsts  or  wishes, 
of  the  President.  It  was  a  sacred  trust,  to  be  adminis- 
tered according  to  the  spirit  and  intention  of  the  great 
deed  by  uhich  it  was  vested.  The  trustees  have,  in  my 
opinion,  abused  this  tnist;  they  have  converted  the  pub- 
lic estate  to  their  uwn  private  uses;  they  have  caused  the 
public  service  to  be  regarded  as  subordinate  to  private 
interest  and  ambition. 


It  is  an  old  maxim  that  money  is  power.  Patroitige  is 
even  more  powerful  than  money;  for  patronage  ii (do. 
ney,  and  more.  It  bestows  honor,  rank,  and  coniidrri. 
tinn,  along  with  money^t  grat.fies  every  pasgionorthe 
human  hearts  It  is  the  mo^t  successful  instrumeni  of 
power  ever  employed  by  artful  and  ambitious  tnen  id  a 
State.  \\  is,  of  itself,  sufficient  to  overturn  snd  rcvolu* 
tion'ze  Governments— it  is  able  to  neutralize  all  forms 
and  to  consolidate  all  actual  power  in  the  hsndi  of  the 
possessor.  Let  us  see  what  has  been  said  upon  this  ail> 
ject  by  one  of  the  most  acute  and  able  writers  upon  ti  ii 
or  any  other  subject;  and  one,  too,  who  was  no  enemy 
to  a  strong  Government.  I  allude  to  Dr.  Paley.  In  hit 
chapter  upon  political  philoaophy,  and  in  giving  h's 
views  upon  the  British  constitution,  he  lays  it  down  thl^ 

**  When  the  constitution  conferred  upon  the  Criiwa 
the  nomination  to  all  employments  in  public  servicr,  'be 
authors  of  this  arrangement  were  led  to  it  by  the  obvious 
propriety  of  leaving  to  a  master  the  choice  of  tiii  lef' 
vants;  and  by  the  manifest  inconveniency  of  engigipg 
the  national  council,  upon  every  vacancy,  in  {ho«e  per* 
sonal  contests  which  attend  elections  to  places  of  honor 
and  emolument.  Our  ancestors  did  not  observe  that  thii 
disposition  added  an  iiifluence  to  the  regal  nflice,  »hlc\ 
when  the  number  and  value  of  public  employmrnti  in* 
creased,  would  supersede,  in  a  great  measure,  the  formii 
and  change  the  character,  of  the  ancient  constiiutios- 
They  knew  not,  what  the  experience  and  reflection  o' 
modern  ages  has  discovered,  that  patronage  is,  un-np 
sally,  power;  that  he  who  possesses,  in  a  sufficient  dr« 
grce,  the  means  of  gratifying  the  desires  of  roankird 
after  wealth  and  distinction,  by  whatever  checki  ina 
forms  his  authority  may  be  limited  or  disguiMdt  wi^'^** 
rect  the  management  of  public  affairs.  Whstevrr  be 
the  mechanism  of  the  political  engine,  he  will  guide  (he 
motion.'* 

Sir,  these  are  the  maxims  of  wisdom  and  fiptr.fuce* 
We  have  seen  that  the  Kmg  of  Great  Britain,  even  »ince 
the  revolution  of  1688,  has,  by  the  sole  power  of  pfttroa* 
age,  been  able  several  times  to  annihilate  the  indepen"' 
ence  of  Pailiament,  and  to  rule  with  absolute  sftt^' 
How  the  spirit  of  Englishmen  has  as  often  bruke  M 
power  of  corruption  and  re-established  the  Govcrnn-t^w 
upon  its  free  foundation,  we  have  already  seen.  Sir, 
human  nature  is  the  same  in  this  new  world  thit  >j 
is  in  the  old.  Patronage  is  the  same  in  its  po«er  tj 
seduce  and  its  liability  to  abuse;  and  the  same  je»M 
vigilance  is  demanded  in  this  country  to  prevent  iw 
consolidation  of  all  power  in  the  bands  of  ibe  Esecu 
tive,  • 

The  abuse  of  patronage,  Mr.  Speaker,  and  every  oU^ 
er  incidental  evil  of  which  I  complain,  it  was  suppoK' 
by  our  ancestors,  when  they  framed  and  adopted  ib< 
constitution,  would  no  sooner  become  known  thsn  the] 
would  be  redressed  by  the  ballot-box-— the  panacea  0 
the  constitution;  bu%  sir,  in  the  language  of  Mr.  J^n^r' 
son,  "the  constitutional  remedy  by  the  elective  pnflc 
pic"  has  "become  nothing,  'because' it  is  smotherci 
by  the  enormous  patronage  of  the  Gener»l  Gover.1 
ment.'*  •  It  is  to  me,  sir,  matter  of  real  wondtr  art 
amazement  that  a  degree  of  abuse  in  the  adroinikir&tio 
of  the  patronage  of  the  Government  should  eiciic  n 
particular  alarm  at  this  dwy,  which,  but  eight  yeariaf;^ 
would  have  caused  such  a  commotion  in  the  land  s>  "^^^'1 
inevitably  have  terminated  in  revolution,  if  no  o(i>< 
remedy  could  have  been  applied.  Undoubtedly)  rn*^ 
causes  peculiar  to  the  times  have  combined  to  produc 
this  extraordinary  result — the  unrivalled  popularity  j 
the  President — the  blunder  of  opposition  in  rclsi"'" ' 
nullification  and  the  United  States  Bank;  but  the  mfl 
subtle,  powerful,  and  successful  element  of  evil  has  be^ 
the  introduction  of  the  spoils  principle,  as  an  avowed  »^ 
defensible  incentive  to  party  association  and  party  it 
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r'cf— the  diignee  of  American  politica.  It  will  be  per- 
ceived, tnd  must  be  acknowledged,  that  this  principle 
B  founded  opon  the  abuse  of  patrona^.  It  can  have  no 
rxistencf  or  operation  but  in  the  abuse  of  patronnge. 
The  dodrlne  is,  that  all  the  public  offices  and  employ- 
oenU  bdong,  as  a  matter  of  right,  to  the  successful 
parly  in  s  political  contest,  and  should  be  distributed 
t-noa^  them  in  the  same  manner  that  the  spoilx,  whether 
of  Undi  or  goods,  plundered  from  a  conquered  people 
in  vir,  bf  long  to  and  ought  to  be  distributed  among  the 
Tieion.  It  is  impossible  that  a  principle  so  odious  and 
tynnnical,  and  one  which  has  been  discarded  as  dishon- 
onbtr,  and  against  natural  law,  even  in  war,  among  civ- 
il zed  nations,  could  have  received  the  sanction  of  any 
reipectjble  portion  of  the  people,  if  they  bad  not  been 
(if ttided  and  their  confiilence  abust  d  by  their  favorite 
leaders;  if  the  principle  itself  had  not  been  arrayed  in 
He guiiei  of  patriotism.  And  accordingly  we  find  that 
luch  was  the  fact.  The  people  have  been  told  that  their 
Httt  friendt,  and  the  only  true  patriots,  were  contending 
i^rm  a  powerful  combination  to  change  the  character 
krvl  administration  of  the  Government  from  a  govern- 
Peat  of  the  people  into  an  aristocracy — a  Government 
»f  JTd  for  the  rich  only.  The  President,  as  we  have  al- 
ffi'iy  seen,  condescended  to  give  his  sanction  to  this  ar- 
t^:e,  by  charging  that  the  supporters  of  Judge  White, 
Q  Tennessee,  were  •'  Mtlempting  to  undermine  our  rc- 
pa^licin  system."  Upon  such  grounds  as  these  the  peo. 
pte  bsve  been  prevailed  on  to  bear  with,  and,  in  some 
•Jrt,  to  sanction  every  abuse;  and  if  they  believe  half  the 
itt:ementi  made  to  them  upon  this  subject,  they  are 
'^ht.  Tttey  act  upon  the  same  principle  upon  which 
(icnersi  Jackson,  in  the  defence  of  New  Orleans  and 
tte  liberty  of  his  country,  called  in  the  aid  of  notorious 
pirttes.  The  people  suppose  that  the  defenders  of  their 
^^r\y  and  of  our  free  constitution,  sgainst  the  wealth 
iM  iristocrsicy  of  the  land,  whatever  may  be  their  merits 
'^oiher  respects,  arc  at  least  entitled  to  all  the  offices 
ii:^  employments  in  the  public  control.  The  circum- 
>^W'i  ihat  many  of  the  leaders  of  the  party  which  thus 
d*;ms  lo  be  arrayed  against  the  rich  are  themselves, 
I'l^^g:  the  most  wealthy  citizens  of  the  country;  and 
*btiTnany  of  those  profl'gate  incendiaries,  who  have  been 
•'•'t  acttte  in  exciting  ihe  poor  sgainst  the  rich,  have 
Kt.jiDv  become  rich  themselves  upon  the  spoils  of  of- 
^»t  tnd  sre  taking^  their  stand  in  the  ranks  of  the 
•nlihy,  even  while  they  are  yet  hoarse  with  bawling 
]J«  fire^ry  of  the  party,  with  which  they  have  alarmed 
u  ''^'"^^'^''^ir  Mnses  of  the  country,  appear  to  have 
ud  no  effect  in  undeceiving  those  who  set  out  the  vic- 
In*  of  delusion. 

But.  sir,  ii  it  not  a  little  remarkable  that  those  who 
jjtt'O  ail  the  public  virtue,  all  the  disinterestedness,  all 
^  P»trioii8»P,  and  exclusive  devotion  to  free  and  equal 
^^^S  stiould  t>e  the  champions  of  a  system  of  plunderi 
''fctm^  to  despise  and  fear  riches,  as  the  source  of  all 
•p^eaion  and  injustice,  yet  seizing  upon,  and  appro- 
?Mt-njf  exclusively  to  themselves,  the  entire  national 
Treuuryi  a  capital  which  yields  an  annual  income  of  at 
'«w  iwenty.five  millions!  Ii  it  not  remarkable  that  such 


^«njo,i  t)r*nnical,  the  most  corrupting,  and  founded 
"'=  exciosively  in  a  thirst  for  riches,  than  any  which 
-*"■  ever  bttn  known  heretofore  in  the  history  of  Gov- 

^  ^  N  vh«t  is  the  true  spirit  and  character  of  the  spoils 
?;jiDpV,  as  avowed  by  some  of  the  leaders  of  the  party 
-J  PDWtr*  That  H  is  detestable,  is  felt  by  many;  but 
"^^  dtngerous  it  is,  I  believe  has  not  yet  been  duly  con- 
• -frci!.  Yi^jz  you,  sir,  ever  reflected  upon  its  nature' 
^- '  >ii  kDow  that  this  principle  is  the  foundation  of  the 


largest  class  of  crimes  known  in  the  criminal  code  of 
every  country }  Do  you  know  sir,  that  this  same  spoils 
principle  has  been  the  cause  of  more  devastation,  wretch- 
ednes-<,  and  guilt,  individual  and  national,  than  any  other 
In  the  history  of  human  suffering;  that  it  is  the  incentive 
alike  to  the  burglar  who  breaks  and  enters  your  bouse 
at  night,  and  the  highwayman  who  waylays  your  path 
and  takes  your  life;  that,  rising  from  individuals  to  mul- 
titudes and  nations,  it  is  the  actuating  motive  to  all  the 
plundering*  and  desolations  of  military  conquests;  that  it 
forces  the  gates  of  cities,  plunders  temples  of  religion, 
overturning  in  its  course,  indiscriminately,  republican 
States  and  imperial  dynasties'  It  is  the  great  despoiler 
of  private  rights  and  of  national  independence.  It  was 
the  spoils  principle  which  united  the  barbarians  of  the 
North,  and  finally  overthrew  the  vast  fabric  of  Koman 
policy,  law,  and  civillzition-^the  work  of  ages;  and  it  is 
the  only  principle  wh>ch  can  ever  shwke  the  solid  fabric 
of  our  own  free  and  happy  institutions. 

The  charge  that  the  British  general  encouraged  the 
troops  before  New  Orleans  during  the  late  war,  by  hold- 
ing out  the  beauty  and  booty  of  the  city  as  the  rewards 
of  their  «alor  and  success,  was  thought  so  dishonorable 
to  the  Dritish  army  as  to  have  led  to  a  corresp^dence 
with  the  American  general,  as  1  have  been  informed, 
with  a  view  to  procure  a  retraction  of  the  imputation. 
But  in  what  does  this  new  principle  of  party  association 
differ  from  that  which  was  thought  so  disgraceful  to 
British  arms?  I  repeat  the  question:  bow  does  the  spoils 
principle  of  the  party  now  in  power,  in  this  country, 
differ,  as  regards  the  honor  or  safety  of  it,  from  the 
watchword  of  the  British  general'  If,  in  war  between 
civilized  nations,  the  spoils  principle  is  regarded  as  too 
great  a  temptation  to  licentiousness,  and  too  dangerous 
for  the  general  safety  of  property  and  society,  how  much 
more  dangerous  and  insufferable  must  such  a  principle 
be,  when  spplled  to  the  contests  for  power  between  po- 
litical parties  in  a  free  Government'  In  truth,  sir,  what 
is  this  principle  but  the  watchword  invented  by  a  polit- 
ical chief  to  animate  his  followers  to  a  savage  and  un- 
scrupulous warfare:  sparing  neither  sex;  practising  every 
species  of  fraud  and  hypocrisy;  confounding  right  and 
wrong;  and  often  robbing  the  innocent  and  virtuous  of 
their  only  treasure — their  honest  fame.'  What  is  it,  I  re- 
peat, but  a  proclamation  to  the  venal  and  corrupt,  of  all 
parties,  to  rally  to  the  standard  of  a  chief  who,  like  the 
leader  of  an  army  of  bandits,  points  to  the  Treasury,  and 
says  to  them,  that  shall  be  the  reward  of  victory?^  Sir, 
this  is  no  exaggeration.  Disguise  it  as  you  will»  it  Is  a 
system  of  corruption  and  plunder. 

There  was  a  time,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  the  biatoryof  mod* 
em  Europe,  when,  whatever  discord  prevailed  among 
the  Christian  nations  which  occupied  that  fair  continent, 
however  bloody  and  furious  the  wars  which  raged  be- 
tween them,  the  moment  it  was  announced  by  pilgrim 
messengers  that  the  infidel  Powers  of  the  East  were  as- 
sembled, snd  advancing  their  standard  to  the  confines  of 
Christendom^  the  sacred  tocsin  was  sounded!  ••The 
truce  of  G«>d"  was  proclaimed,  and  Christian  armies 
which  had  litely  met  in  deadly  strife,  upon  many  a 
bloody  field,  were  now  seen  advancing  harmoniously  in 
united  columns,  a  consolidated  phalanx,  rolling  back  Jhe 
tide  of  war  upon  the  haughty  Turk!  I  will  not  say,  sir, 
that  the  parallel  is  complete.  It  would  be  profane  to  do 
so;  but  1  will  say,  that  next  to  the  Christian  religion,  as 
an  instrument  for  the  improvement  of  the  condition  of 
the  human  race,  that  which  is  most  precious  on  earth  is 
in  peril.  The  constitution  of  the  United  States  is  inva- 
ded! The  janizaries  aie  mustered;  the  infidel  powers 
advance;  already  are  the  out*orks  carried;  they  ap- 
proach the  citadel,  and  nothing  but  a  united  effort,  and 

I  the  most  determined  cc»urage  and  good  condtict,  can 

r  save  it  from  irretrievable  destruction. 
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ADMISSION  OF  MICHIGAN. 

Before  Mr.  Bbll  h&d  concluded  his  speech,  as  given 
entire  in  preceding  pages,  the  House  passed  to  the  or> 
ders  of  the  day,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  <<  An  act  to  provide  for  the 
admission  of  the  State  ef  Michigan  into  the  Union  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States." 

The  question  pending  was  the  demand  for  the  previ- 
ous question,  made  yesterday  by  Mr.  Manit,  of  New 
Y>'rk,.  and  the  motion  of  Mr.  Jihitkr  for  a  call  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  JENIFER  withdrew  his  motion  fur  a  call  of  the 
Huuse. 

Mr.  MERCER  inquired  of  the  Speaker  whether,  if 
the  demand  for  the  previous  question  should  be  second- 
ed, the  question  could  not  be  separately  taken  on  the 
preamble  and  the  bill.' 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  there  was  no  precedent  for 
such  a  division. 

Mr.  MANN  asked  if,  when  the  bill  was  on  its  passage, 
after  its  engrossment,  a  motion  to  recommit  it,  with  in- 
structions to  strike  out  the  preamble,  would  not  be  in 
order. 

The  CHAIR.  Every  member  of  the  House  must  know 
that  that  motion  would  be  in  order. 

The  House  seconded  the  demand  for  the  previous 
question:  Yeas  84,  nays  67;  and  the  question  recurring 
on  ordering  the  m^in  question  to  be  put- 
Mr.  THOMAS  rose,  and  s«id  he  had  voted  in  the  neg- 
ative on  the  seconding  the  previous  question.  But  now 
the  position  of  the  bill  had  been  changed,  and  he  hoped 
the  House  would  not  refuse  to  order  that  the  main  ques- 
tion be  now  put.  If  that  was  done,  the  further  action  of 
the  House  on  the  bill  would  be  postponed  until  to-mor- 
row. The  bill  would  be  open  for  discussion  after  it  has 
been  read  a  third  time,  on  the  question  of  its  final  pas- 
sage. By  ordering  the  main  qiiestion,  the  House  will 
nut  close  the  debate,  but  it  will  signify  a  willingness  to 
take  the  bill  as  it  is,  without  further  amendment. 

Tlie  question  was  then  taken,  on  ordering  the  bill  to 
A  third  reading,  and  was  decided  Pn  the  affirmative: 
Yeas  140,  nays  57,  as  follows: 

Ykas — Messrs.  Adams,  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton,  Bean, 
Bell,  Black,  Bockee,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Bovee,  Boyd, 
Brown,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  Burns,  Bynum,  J.  Calhoon, 
Cambreleng,  Carr,  Casey,  Chapman,  Chapin,  N.  H. 
Claiborne,  J.  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Con- 
nor, Craig,  Cramer,  Cushman,  Davis,  Denny,  Double- 
day,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  FairfiehS  Farlin,  Forester, 
Fowler,  Fuller,  Galbraitb,  J.  Garland,  R.  Garland, 
Gnolson,  Gdlet,  Glascock,  Graham,  Grantland,  Haley, 
J.  Hall,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  S.  S.  Harrison,  A.  G.  Har- 
rison, Hawes,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Henderson,  Holsey, 
Holt,  Howard,  Howell,  Hubley,  Hunt,  Huntington, 
Huntsman,  Ingham,  J.  Johnson,  R.  M.  Johnson,  C. 
Johnson,  II.  Johnson,  B.  Jones,  Kennon,  Kilgore, 
Khngensmith,  Lane»  Linsing,  Laporte,  Lawler,  Lay, 
G.  Lee,  J.  Lee,  T.  Lee,  L.  Lea,  L^on.rd,  Logan, 
Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  A.  Mann,  J.  Mann,  Mai  tin,  W. 
Mason,  M.  Mason,  May,  McComas,  McKay,  McKeon, 
McKim,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Morgan  Morris,  Muhltn- 
berg,  Owens,  Page,  Parks,  Patterson,  F.  Pierce,  D.  J. 
Pearce,  Peyton,  Phelps  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  lUy- 
nolds,  Richardson,  Rogers,  Schenck,  Seymour,  A. 
H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Sicklef,  Smith,  Spragu*,  Stan- 
defer,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  Thomas,  J.  Thomsor,  Tou- 
cey,  Turrill,  Vanderp  el,  Wngrner,  Ward,  Ward  well, 
Webster,  Weeks,  White,  T.  T.  Whit;lesey,  Ytll— 140. 

Nats— Messrs.  H.  Allen,  Bailey,  Bond,  Br  ggs,  W.  B. 
Calhrun,  G.  Chambers,  J.  Oh.tmbers,,  Chaney,  Ciiet- 
wood,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Dcberry,  Elmore,  Graves, 
Grayson,  Griffin,  H.  Hall,  Hardin,  Harper,  Hazeltine, 
Hester,    H^pkinF,    Iigersdl,    Jaues,    Jaivis,  Jemfir, 


Lawrence,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Love,  8.  Mason,  McCiriy, 
McKennan,  McLene,  Mercer,  Milligan,  J.  A.  Prircr, 
Phillip*,  Pickens,  Pinckney,  Potts,  Reed,  Uenclier, 
Russell,  Slade,  Sloane,  Steele,  Storer,  Taliaferro,  \> . 
Thompson,  Underwood,  Vinton,  E.  Whittlesey,  L.  Wil- 
liams, S.  Williams  Wise,  Young — St* 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  lime  to-day. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and  the  question 
being  on  its  final  passage, 

Mr.  JENIFER  inquired  if  the  bill  was  then  open  for 
discussion. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  its  merits  were  open  io the 
broadest  latitude  at  that  stage. 

Mr.  JENIFER  then  addressed  the  House  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  The  question  being  on  the  final  paissge 
of  the  bill,  the  previous  question  having  been  urried 
on  the  third  reading,  precludes  the  motion,  wtiich  I  h-d 
intended  to  make,  to  strike  out  the  preamble.    I  cannot 
see  the  propriety  of  having  a  reason  assigned  which  doet 
not  exist  in  point  of  fact.     The  preamble  in  reference 
to  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  ISth  June,  1636,  proviJing 
fur  the  admission  of  Michigan  into  the  Union,  decUut 
*'  that  a  convention  of  delegates  elected  by  the  people  of 
the  State  of  Michigan,  &c.,  did,  on  the  ISth  of  Decen: 
ber,  1 836,  assent  to  the  provisions  of  said  act,"  when  ii  u 
so  notoriously  tlie  reverse,  that  the  advocates  of  the  bit) 
have  themseUes  admitted  that  not  one  third  of  the  legally 
qualified  voters  elected  that  convention;  still,  an  iirprei- 
sion  is  attempted  to  be  made»  that  it  was  by  tlie  assent 
of  the  people  of  Michigan  that  that  convention  vts  heiti 
1  do  not  desire  to  be  considered  as  opposed  to  the  v> 
mission  of  Michigan;  but  t  am  unwilling  she  should  be 
admitted  illegally  or  unconstitutionally. 

During  the  last  session  of  Congress,  I  opposed  iltc 
bill  for  the  admission;  because,  after  confirming  M 
constitution,  it  prescribed  terms  difTerent  from  the  p^o-j 
visions  of  that  constitution;  and  because  it  did  notac 
complish  that  which  it  professed  to  do,  the  settlement  \>\ 
the  boundary  line  between  the  States  of  Ohio  and  Mich 
igan,  but  left  still  open  that  controversy;  and  because 
believed  it  was  then  pressed  from  other  consideralii-n 
,than  the  desire  to  benefit  the  State  of  Michigan.    1  hkv 
now  other  and  additional  reasons.     My  objections  are  t 
the  manner  in  which  she  is  proposed  to  be  adroilieo 
because  the  people  of  Michigan  have  not  given  their  s$ 
sent  to  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  15th  June,  18j6,  m 
mitting  her  into  the  Union;  and  because  her  admissio! 
is  predicated  upon  revolutionary  principles. 

By  the  act  of  last  session  it  is  made  a  **  fundametiti 
condition"  that  the  boundaries  of  the  Slate  of  Michigan 
as  defined  in  that  act,  shall  receive  the  assent  u(  a  cur 
vention  of  delegates  elected  by  people  of  said  Statet  to 
the  sole  purpose  of  giving  the  assent  herein  requind 
and  as  soon  as  the  assent  herein  required  shall  be  giv^r 
the  President  of  the  United  States  s»hall  announce  tl^ 
s«me  by  proclamation;  and  thereupon,  and  without  an 
further  proceedings  on  the  part  of  Congress,  the  adm" 
sion  of  the  said  State  Into  the  Union,  as  one  of  the  I'J' 
ted  States  of  America,  shall  be  considered  as  comptetj 
Let  us  examine  how  far  these  conditions  have  been  con 
plied  with.  The  President  of  the  United  States,  in  I 
message  to  Congress  of  27th  December  last,  in  rc!| 
tion  to  Michigan,  says:  **  In  November  last,  I  r| 
ccived  a  communication  enclosing  the  official  procecj 
ings  of  a  convention  assembled  at  Ann  Arbor,  in  M^cj 
igan,  on  the  26th  September,  1836,  and  which 
herewith  laid  beft^re  you.  It  will  be  seen  by  thfse 
pers  that  the  convention  therein  referred  to  was  cled 
by  the  people  cf  Michigan,  pursuant  to  an  act  of  t 
State  Legislature,  passed  on  the  25lh  July  last,  in  col 
sequence  of  the  above-mentioned  act  of  Congress,  h<| 
that  it  dechned  giving  its  a&sent  to  the  fundamental  c^ 
dition  prescribed  by  Congress^  and  rejected  the  ssmq 
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Thus  it  ippean  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
recogniied  this  first  convention  as  legal  and  constitution- 
il,  as  fleeted  by  the  people,  pursuant  to  an  act  of  the 
State  Legislature,  in  consequence  of  the  act  of  Con- 
^ref];  snd  that  they  declined  acceding  to  the  ternna 
therein  prescribed,  and  passed  the  following  resolution: 

"Rcfoktdf  Tbat  tbia  convention  cannot  give  their  as<^ 
»:nt  to  tbe  proposition  contained  in  said  proviso,  but  the 
nme  is  hereby  rejected;"  and  further  protest  against 
ihe  "condition  contained  in  the  act  of  Congress  of  Juue 
15, 1836,  as  being  contrary  to  the  articles  of  connpact 
contained  in  the  ordinance  of  1787,  and  tbe  constitution 
bf  the  Stste  Govemmen*." 

Thus  1  coQvention,  regularly  organized  under  the  law 
of  tLe  Stste,  and  according  to  the  act  of  Congress,  re- 
jtci  die  eofldittona  upon  which  Michigan  is  proposed  to 
be  tdioitted  into  the  Union,  and  communicated  the  facts 
\o  tbe  President  of  the  United  States. 

This  was  then  the  determination  of  the  people  of 
Michi^n,  eipressed  by  her  delegates,  regularly  elected 
I  nder  tbe  law  of  tbe  State,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  act 
•^F Confess.  This  determination  ha9  not  been  authorita- 
Ut\j  revoked,  as  far  as  the  facts  are  presented  to  Con- 
gress. Still  it  is  pretended  that  this  second  convention-— 
bf,  more  properly  speaking,  caucus — expresses  the 
{"pinion  and  wishes  of  the  people  of  Michigan.  Let  ua 
aimine  how  far  the  facts  in  the  caae  support  these  pre- 
itmioM.  This  second  convention,  without  authority, 
us  held  on  tbe  5th  and  6th  of  December  last.  U  will 
bt  recollected  that  the  refusal  oL Michigan  to  accept  the 
ic'tna  proposed  by  the  act  of  Congress  rendered  the 
cicction  of  the  Vice  President,  if  not  the  President,  un- 
ceruio.  This  second  convention  was  urged  to  relieve 
tist  doubt.  A  meeting,  called  together  without  author- 
it}!  (two  whole  counties  unrepresented,)  undertake  tu 
'cvcrse  the  authorized  act  of  the  former  convention;  and, 
tiler  declaring  '<  that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
lure  no  constitutional  right  to  require  the  assent  afore- 
tt-j,  IS  a  condition  preliminary  to  the  admission  of  Michi- 
^linto  the  Union**'  they  *<  resolve  that  the  assent  re- 
■I'lired  in  the  foregoing  recited  act  of  the  Congress  of  the 
^Mied  States  is  hereby  );iven{*'  thus  assentmg  to  that 
^Dichibeythemselvea  pronounce  to  be  unconstitutional, 
^m  any  gentleman  believe  that  these  proceeding^  were 
;aUeQ  up  for  other  than  political  purposeif  The  pro- 
ceedings of  this  meeting  were  also  communicAied  to 
C^reai  by  the  Preaidenf,  but  he  does  not  recognise  it 
*^  I  conrenttoo  of  the  people  of  the  State  of  Miciiigan, 
^'j  IS  to  justify  her  admission  into  the  Union;  but  he  says, 
''•  iiis  message,  *'  this  Utter  convention  was  not  htld  or 
fluted  by  virtue  of  any  act  of  the  Territorial  or  State 
Lfgisialure."  But  «•  had  these  latter  proceedings  come 
I'J  ae  during  tbe  recess  of  Congress,  I  should  therefore 
wklt  it  my  duty,  on  being satibfied  that  they  emanated 
jrom  a  convention  ol  delegates  elected,  in  point  of  f^ct, 
1^;  t(ie  people  of  the  State,  for  the  purpose  required,  to 
uretaaied  my  proclamation  thereon,  as  provided  by 

I  faaTe  quoted  the  President's  language  to  show  that 
^^  did  not  believe  that  this  latter  convent lun  was  elected, 
J  P«int  of  ftcf,  by  the  people  of  the  SUte,  as  required 
')  tbe  act  of  Congress;  because,  had  he  so  believed,  he 
^ou!d  t)ave  issued  bis  proclamation  as  required,  without 
'^ierriog  the  matter  to  Congress.  His  prucltimaiioii  was 
'I'ne  necessary  to  a  'mit  Mxhigan  into  the  Union;  and, 
ki  li'jugh  It  baa  been  urged  tlui  his  respect  for  Congress 
'•'Uced  him  to  submit  it  to  their  decision,  no  man,  who 
^Qu«i  ibe  President,  will  believe  that  considerMtion  to 
^»^e  iufluenced  htm  in  any  degree  whatever.     When 

^  be  ever  shrunk  from  responsib.lity,  or  evinced  such 
>  respect  fur  Congress  as  tu  part  wilh  one  iota  of  power, 
*  'tn  once  within  his  grasps  Where  was  bis  respect  for 
^j»?re$s  when  he  removed  the  depositee,  to  prevent  his 


recommendation  of  the  measure  being  almost  uuanimous* 
ly  rejected?  When  has  he  ever  evinced  any  regard  for 
their  opinions?  Has  he  not,  on  all  occasions,  exercised 
whatever  power  may  have  been  placed  in  his  hands, 
without  regard  to  any  tribunal?  And  bad  he  believed 
that  the  latter  convention  was  held  by  authority,  he 
would  not  have  hesitated  to  issue  his  proclamation,  ac- 
cording to  the  act  of  Congress,  and  declare  Michigan  one 
of  the  United  States.  But,  sir,  the  presidential  question 
was  then  settled;  the  vote  of  Michigan  was  not  necessa- 
ry to  insure  the  succession,  and  President  Jackson  was 
unwilling  to  take  the  responsibility  without  a  benefit. 

The  error  into  which  gentlemen  have  fallen,  if  error 
it  be,  is  the  denominating  this  second  conventiou  a  con- 
vention of  the  people  of  Michigan.  Whenever  illeg;il 
and  unjustifiable  measures  are  adopted,  an  efTurt  is  made 
to  induce  a  belief  that  it  is  the  wdt  of  the  people.  But, 
in  this  particular  case,  they  iiave  not  the  benefit  of  that 
argument,  because  it  is  admitted  that  not  more  than  nine 
thousand  votes,  lehs  than  one  third,  were  given,  wiiU  a 
population,  in  1835,  of  upwards  of  eighty-seven  thou- 
sand, and  now  claimed  to  exceed  two  hundred  thousand, 
and  this  without  any  act  of  the  Territorial  or  Stale 
Legislature.  Thus,  then,  we  have  the  proceednigs  of 
a  regularly  called  convention,  held  in  pursuance  of  the 
act  of  the  Legislature,  rejecting  the  condition  contained 
in  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  15th  of  June,  1836;  and  of 
a  subsequent  convention,  in  the  language  of  the  Presi- 
dent, *•  not  held  or  elected  by  virtue  ot  any  act  of  the 
Territorial  or  State  Legislature,"  accepting  those  con- 
ditions. 

It  is  not  contended  that  Michigan  is  proposed  to  be 
admitted  in  the  usual  manner  of  admitting  States.  But 
her  admission,  from  the  proceedings,  is  justified  upon 
revolutionary  principles.  If  any  doubt  existed  before, 
upon  this  subject,  it  wdl  be  only  necessary  to  refer  tu 
the  opening  speech  of  the  chairman  of  the  Judiciary 
Committee  [Mr.  Thomas]  to  satisfy  them  on  that  point. 
The  honorable  chairman  who  reported  this  bill  did  not 
attempt  to  conceal  the  fact  that  those  proceedings  were 
revolutionary;  and  his  whole  argument  was  a  justifica- 
tion of  their  principles,  ia  support  of  which,  he  has 
referred  to  the  manner  in  which  Arkansas,  Tennessee, 
and  other  Staten,  have  been  admitted  into  the  Union;  tu 
the  opinions  of  distinguished  citizens  of  Virginia;  in  fine,, 
to  all  the  authorities  which  he  could  bring  to  bear  on 
this  subject  since  the  formation  of  our  Government. 
Sir,  the  honorable  chairman  finds  no  analogy  between 
the  cases  cited  and  the  present.  Those  States  were 
admitted  after  the  authorized  and  ezpresaed  will  of  the 
people  was  ascertained,  by  their  consent,  legally  and 
constitutionally  expressed.  How  is  It  with  Micuigan.' 
Her  legally,  constitutionally  authorized  convention  re- 
jec'.ed  the  terms  proposed  by  the  act  of  Congress, 
and  the  President  of  the  United  States  recognised 
it  as  such.  She  now  proposes  to  be  admitted,  by 
application  of  a  convention  got  up  without  authonty 
of  law  of  either  Territorial  or  State  Legislature,  and 
which  the  Pres'dcnt  has  not  recognised  as  being  the 
expression  of  the  will  of  the  people;  yet  my  cut. 
league  finds  in  those  proceedings  sufficient  to  ju»tify 
his  doctrines.  He  does  not  consider  law,  constitution,  or 
any  authorized  Guvernmeut,  a  barrier  to  his  principles. 
He  sets  out  with  taking  certain  positions,  the  currectntss 
of  some  of  which  had  never  been  denied,  and  of  others 
which  il  is  only  necessary  to  state  to  show  their  absurd- 
ity. He  tells  us  that  «♦  all  power  emanates  from  ttie 
pet>plc;*Mhai  "the  people  h  .ve  a  right  to  throw  off 
their  Government  whenever  it  becomes  t>rannical  and 
oppressive;"  that  a  "  majority  of  the  people  have  aright 
to  make  a  constitution,  and,  when  oppressed,  tuLabolish 
the  old  or  set  up  a  new  one." 

Sir,  these  may  be  considered  as  the  fundamental  pi  in. 
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ctples  of  all  republican  Governments.  But  when  he 
assumes  '*  that  no  Government,  no  constitution,  is  neces- 
sary, because  all  power  emanates  from  the  people;  that 
meeting^B  called  by  unknown,  irresponsible  persons,  col- 
lected together  upon  the  spur  of  the  occasion,  by  in* 
flammatory  addresses  or  insidious  publications,  under- 
take to  constitute  a  convention  to  uproot  the  foundations 
of  Government,  then  his  doctrines  become  those  of 
anarchy  and  revolution.  It  will  be  recollected  that  the 
honorable  chairman  commenced  the  debate,  and,  be- 
fore any  objection  was  made  to  the  admission  of  Michi- 
gan, be  developed  his  views,  and  the  grounds  upon 
which  he  supported  her  admission.  No  gentleman  who 
has  succeeded  him  has  had  the  temerity  to  sanction 
them.  It  is  true,  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
ViNDEKPOKLj]  in  referrnce  to  his  friend's  remarks,  says, 
'*  he  cannot  endorse  nor  can  he  repudiate  them."  This, 
in  the  spirit  of  the  present  times,  is  truly  non-committal. 
Hut  all  who  listened  to  my  colleague,  who  had  not  heard 
him  before  upon  this  subject,  must  have  been  astonished 
at  the  latitude  of  his  opinions.  He  does  net  recognise 
any  sort  of  law  which  may  not  at  a  moment  be  abrogated 
and  annulled^  and,  in  the  language  of  the  anarchibts, 
bases  his  position  upon  the  rights  of  the  people.  None 
could  doubt  the  object  of  his  remarks.  They  were  in- 
tended to  cover  and  to  justify  past  transactions,  the  tf* 
feet  of  which  would  be  to  delude  the  country  as  to  the 
position  he  and  his  friends  held  in  relation  to  recent  revo- 
lutionary movements.  And,  although  he  thought  proper 
to  refer  to  Virginia  and  other  States  for  examples  to  justi- 
fy the  measure,  he  might  have  found  ample  materinls 
nearer  home.  The  honorable  chairman  need  not  have 
gone  lo  Virginia  for  the  support  ot  such  doctrines.  And 
here  permit  me  to  say  that  he  has  done  great  injustice 
by  calling  to  his  aid  the  names  of  some  of  her  distin- 
guished sons  who  took  a  prominent  part  in  her  con- 
veniion,  both  before  and  Mt  the  time  of  its  organization. 
They  held  no  such  doctrines  as  those  advanced  by  my 
colleague;  they  would  have  repudiated  them,  as  Incon- 
fiijftent  with  all  good  government. 

They  have  not  been  sanctioned,  to  any  considtrable 
extent,  except  in  my  colleague's  own  State,  lie  need 
not  have  travelled  elsewhere  for  examples  of  disorder 
and  attempts  at  revolution.  I  say  it  with  deep  humili- 
ation, that  Marlyand  h:«s  been  the  theatre  of  revolution 
and  anarchy. 

I  am  aware,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  subject  under  con- 
sideration is  the  bill  to  admit  Michigan  into  the  Union. 
I  am  also  aware  that  this  bill  did  not  take  the  usuhI 
course  of  being  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  because  it  was  decided  that 
the  discussion  should  be  confined  to  the  qwestion  immedi- 
ately before  the  Chair.  And,  sir,  if,  in  following  the 
lion'oruble  chairman  who  opened  this  debate  by  promul- 
ging  the  principles  upon  which  Michigan  is  to  be  ad- 
mitted, 1  show  thst  the  practical  results  of  such  meas- 
ures, if  carried  into  f  fTect,  will  be  the  prostration  of  con- 
stitutional Government,  and  the  substitution  of  revolution 
and  anarchy,  if  not  despotism,  I  tiust  I  shall  not  be 
viewed  as  transgressing  beyond  the  limits  of  parliameiit- 
gry  rules. 

This  is  not  the  first  occasion  upon  wliich  my  colleague 
hus  advanced  those  or  similar  opinions;  this  is  not  the 
first  time  he  has  denounced  consti'utional  Government; 
nor  is  it  the  first  time  that  he  has  raised  his  voice  in  favor 
of  revolution!  During  the  last  session  of  Congress,  not 
sat  sfied  with  expressing  his  opinion  in  favor  of  republi- 
can Government,  he  thought  proper  to  denounce,  on 
this  fidor,  the  constitution  and  Legislature  of  bis  own 
State,  and  then  to  predict  that  tlie  ensuing  election 
would  purge  her  of  her  tyrannical  opptessor!«;  'Mhat  the 
republicans,  the  demociatic  republicans  of  Mar)ljnd, 
were  in   motion,  roused  by   the  recollection  of  many 


wrongs;  that  State  will  heave,  from  the  Atlantic  to  tlie 
Alleghaoies,  to  throw  off  that  incubus  which  has  long 
weighed  upon  her  heart ! "  Sir,  the  means  by  which  ihii 
was  to  be  accomplished,  and  which  were  resorted  to, 
within  the  last  six  or  eight  month*,  in  Maryland,  should 
admonish  this  House  artd  the  country  of  the  dan^^er  of 
sanctioning  such  measures.  In  exposing  the  conduct  of 
those  who,  forgetful  of  the  high  obligations  they  ovrd  to 
their  Government,  and  reckless  of  the  consequences  to 
their  fellow-citizens,  for  political  purposes  were  willtog 
to  sacrifice  the  best  interests  of  the  State,  Idonotdfaire 
to  do  injustice  to  my  colleague,  and  therefore  shall  con- 
fine myself  to  that  which  has  become  matter  of  hiitory, 
or  fairly  deducible  from  facts  as  they  existed. 

I  feel  that  the  character  of   Maryland  has  been  at 
stake.     I  know  that  a  misapprehension  has  preTailed, 
to  some  extent,  throughout  the  country,  with  regard  to 
her  Government  and  her  people;  this  n;)isappreben»iot 
was  for  a  time  entertained 'within  her  border?,  snd  i^ 
has  been  the  policy  of  those  who  produced  it  to  con- 
tinue it.     It  is  too  true  that  a  dtrk  cloud  f>rawhi!e 
hung  upon  her  horizon;  that  she  had  w  thin  her  limiis 
men  whose  want  of  principle  would  have  led  tiiem  ii> 
the  perpetration  of  any  act,  Uv  personal  or  poltic^l 
prefi^rmrnt;  whose  every  nerve  was  strained  \u  bring 
her  constitution  and  laws  into  disrepute,  to  render  her 
citrz  ns    dissatsfied   wiih    their  Governmen',  and  lo 
plunge  the  State  into  anarchy  and  revolution. 

But  Maryland  stands  redeemed — redeemed  by  'be 
virtue  of  her  people  and  the  energy  of  her  Govern, 
ment!  * 

f  hope  I  may  be  indulged  on  this  occasion  (althcugh 
it  might  have  been  more  proper  elsewhere)  in  dtfcud- 
ing  my  native  State  from  the  obic  quy  which  has  bttn 
attefrpted  to  be  helped  on  her  constitution,  her  Leg ii 
lature,  and  her  people.  1  know  tiiat  an  impression  \\ii 
been  attempted  to  be  made,  that  such  was  the  anbtocrs 
cy  rf  her  constitution,  and  the  tjranny  of  her  Execulivej 
and  Legislature  in  ttie  administration  cf  the  Goverr 
ment,  that  the  people  were  oppressed  and  their  *i^l-f 
disregarded;  and  this  coming,  tto,  from  some  of  hf 
ovi  i>  native  citizens.  The  people  have  ntver  des'iei 
an  a'teration  in  her  coobtitution,  which  has  not  brei 
made.  The  constitution  and  laws  of  Maryland,  like  al 
other  fallible  instrument*,  require- char  g^s  according  Ki 
time  and  circumstances.  The  former  is  altered  o 
amended  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  (submitted  t( 
the  people,  who  annually  elect  their  delegates  to  thi 
popular  branch,)  and  confirmed  by  the  subsequent  Lt 
gislature.  And  no  case  can  be  cited  where  the  peopl 
have  expressed  a  desire  at  the  polls,  or  otherwise  mad 
known  their  wishes  f<>r  s  change,  which  has  pot  bee 
made.  But  the  Legislature  is  too  enlightened,  too  r 
gardful  of  the  rights  of  the  people,  to  permit  the 
selves  to  be  influenced  by  self-constituted  convei tia 
or  caucuses  without  authority  of  law,  to  subserve  t' 
\  lews  of  political  demagogue  h,  although  they  ma)  ca 
themselves  the  proper  exptments  of  the  popular  will 
Sir,  the  people  know  and  feel  that  anarchy  is  not  1  be^ 
ty,  that  revolution  ia  not  reform,  and  without  law  theil 
can  be  no  security.  It  is  by  prof-^sing  that  the  pe«'r- 
des<re  these  charges  that  these  di^iorganiz  rs  emleuvt. 
to  render  their  own  acts  accf ptable  to  popular  fetl  ifi 

Before  we  can  properly  appreciate  the  motives  •fill 
originators  of  the  intentltd  revolution  in  Mar) lac',  I 
will  be  necesiiJiTy  to  understand  the  origin,  the  p<«'j 
fes«,  and  the  result  of  tho^e  mo\ements. 

A  reform  in  the  constitution  was  the  ostensible  c>^ 
ject;  the  real  one,  a  political  ascendency  in  the  St»ti 
ft  was  intended  to  give  the  vote  of  Ma  yland  lo  Ml 
Van  Biiren  and  Mr.  R.  M.  Johnson,  and  thtrtby  insul 
for  themselves  places  <»f  high  preferment.  The  mra^ 
by  which  this  was  to  be  uccOiT)ph»hed  will  shor  the  I 
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toui  dtsrej^rd  of  honoruble  engngemenU,  and  a  treach- 
erous abiadonment  of  ihetr  own  rrieiids. 

A  rtfaron  in  the  constitut  on  of  Maryland  had  been. 
It  rr peatei  seianuns  of  her  Legislature,  a  subject  of  con- 
»U'.raiinn;  and,  in  fact,  during  the  last  sefison,  a  bill 
\,i\  passed  making  some  chan{;efl  approximating  nnore 
oetrijf  to  the  wishes  of  the  larger  counties,  and  a  spirit 
vai  evinced  to  carry  it  much  further.  Various  prupo- 
I lions  had  heretofore  been  made  tu  give  a  more  numer- 
ous representation  to  the  more  populous  countief>i  but 
no  digested  plan  had  ever  been  agreed  on  by  tbem- 
lelves  nmcb  less  to  have  a  representation  according  to 
pipul.tion.  The  peculiar  situation  of  Maryland,  having 
thxf^t  comoierciiil  city,  so  dispr.  porti«  ned  in  her  pop- 
ulation lo  tue  other  p^rts  of  the  State,  that  but  few  in- 
telli^rnt  men,  from  any  section  of  it,  van  Id  advocate  a 
repreienlftlion  according  to  population.  Many  of  her 
T  UTi  ftre  transient  residents(  hundreds  vote  at  the 
t.'cctiiin  without  any  residence  whatever. 

Ispe^k  from  a  knowledge  of  the  fac%  that  many  of 
tbt  mast  respectable  citizens  of  the  smaller  counties  are, 
wi  t'vtys  have  been,  willing  and  anx  ous  to  increase 
t^'e  representation,  in  either  branch  of  the  L*gslatnre, 
fnm  the  c»ty  of  Baltimore  and  the  larj^er  cr)unties.  But 
<^'  le  alterati'ins  were  not  before  attempted  to  be  made 
t^y  rcTolation.  It  wna  reserved  f.r  the  pa- riots  of  the 
pfcs-nt  day  to  signallzd  themselves  by  sj  inglorious  an 
ichevemen'. 

Ii  1836  the  Jickson  party  proposed  a  union  with 
''ie:rpoh«;qal  adversaries,  tu  further  the  objects  of  re- 
frm.  This  was  acceded  to  by  the  whigs,  and  both 
pirtifs  in  several  of  the  counties  sent  delegates  to  a 
t^^ifention  which  assembled  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  on 
'V  6:h  Jitnfi  1836.  f n  that  convention  the  counties  of 
Ccc I,  Harford,  Baltimore,  Frederick,  Montgomery,  and 
Bi'hinjjton,  and  Baltimore  city,  were  represented. 
Tae  foil > wing  resolu'ions  were  adoptedi 

"  1st.  lUtohed,  That  it  be  recommended  by  this  con- 
^cRUnn,  to  the  ptopte  of  the  counties  and  oties  friend- 
•y  i3  a  reform  of  the  constitution  of  the  Statr*,  to  elect, 
V-  ihe  ncit  Oc'ober  election,  deh  gatea  faithfully  pleiig- 
''iio  the  people  to  introduce  and  support  a  bill  to  pru- 
*>.ie  for  taking  the  sense  of  the  people  on  the  question 
^eforining  the  constitution  of  the  St:ite,  on  the  first 
^^>^hy  in  Aliy,  1837;  and  in  the  event  of  a  majority  of 
i><«  pet  pie  declaring  themselves  in  favor  of  such  reform, 
p^viding  in  the  same  bill  for  the  calling  of  a  convention 
'  Ji"  i^'St  object. 

"2d.  Retokedf  That  in  the  bill  providing  for  the  call  of 
UD-,¥eriUo»i,  ihe  members  f»f  the  convention  ought  to 
■'us'ributed  tqually  among  the  severjil  congressional 
'i»t"cisof  ihis  Stat**,  with  the  exception  of  the  fourth, 
*  'i'H,  beini^  a  double  c  >ngre8sional  district,  ought  to 
^«fe  t*ice  the  number  of  representatives  of  any  other 
durtct;  that  the  members  of  the  convention  should  be 
^-ceJ  on  the  first  Monday  in  June,  1837,  to  assemble 
'^  lie  city  ol  Annapolw,  on  the  4th  day  of  July  there- 
^^^f,  topr<fpare  and  present  a  const.tution  for  the  rati- 
-"^i  m  uf  the  people  of  Maryland  at  the  following  Oc- 
-bsrr  election." 

Amongst  honorable  men  of  all  parties  this  would  have 
^^^ri  considered  binding,  ai-.d  the  period  to  which  they 
'<^'l  rtfcrred  would  have  been  awaited,  so  as  to  have 
^<ertViQed  the  wishes  of  the  people,  and  to  have  adopt- 
<'^  measures  acct>rdingly.  Out  instead  of  waiting  until 
■';  October  election,  to  see  whether  delegates  were 
tv*3en  lo  the  Legislalure  favorable  lo  a  reform,  as  de- 
■''■'^t  tiie  momeni  the  September  elections  fur  electors 
^1 II  e  Senate  had  taken  place,  and  it  was  ascertained 
j"'-*  iftent).one  whigs  and  nineteen  in  f^vor  of  Mr.  Van 
^'tn  hiij  been  elected,  the  arch  intriguer  put  in  ope- 
I'l  oihi>i  insidious  pUns,  not  to  reform  her  conatitation, 
-i-  to  revoluiioowe  M^iryland. 


By  the  constitution  of  the  State,  the  duties  of  electors 
of  the  Senate  are  defined  and  limited.  They  are  pointed 
out  in  the  15th  article  of  that  instrument,  which  oidainsa 
**  That  the  said  electors  of  the  Senate  meet  at  the 
city  of  Annapo'is,  or  such  other  p'ace  as  shall  be  ap« 
pointed  for  convening  the  Legislature,  on  the  th  rd  Mon« 
day  in  September,  1781,  and  on  the  same  day  in  every 
fifth  year  forever  thereifter;  and  (hey,  or  any  twenty- 
four  of  them,  so  met,  shall  proceed  to  elect,  by  ballot, 
either  out  of  their  own  body  or  the  people  at  large,  fif- 
teen Senators,  (nine  of  whom  to  be  residents  of  the  West- 
ern, and  six  to  be  residents  of  the  Eastern  Shore,)  men  of 
the  mtst  wisdom,  experience,  and  virtue,  ikbove  twenty- 
five  years  of  B);e,  residents  of  the  State  above  three 
whole  years  next  preceding  the  election." 

This  very  article  (which  shows  the  spirit  of  compro- 
mise which  formed  the  constitution)  gives  to  the  Eastern 
Shore  six  Senators  out  uf  the  fifteen,  was  to  represent 
and  protect  the  minority  of  the  State;  and  without  such 
compiomise  the  constitution  could  not  have  been  formed. 
With  their  duties  thus*  defined,  most  of  them  under  the 
solemn  obligation  of  an  oath  to  support  the  constitution, 
all  of  them  pledged  to  the  people  fur  a  faithful  discharge 
of  the  duties  which  they  had  solicited  to  be  intrusted  with, 
these  nineteen  violators  of  pledged  faith,  usurping  pow- 
ers not  given  them,  have  the  unparalleled  effrontery  to 
refuse  to  go  into  the  electoral  college  and  perform  their 
duties,  unless  the  twenty-one  electors  will  pledge  them- 
selves to  violate  their  honi»r  and  their  oaths,  by  bargain- 
ingaway  the  rights  of  their  constituents. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  desire  to  reflect  on  those  elect- 
ors, who  are  not  here  to  protect  and  answer  for  them- 
selves; nor  do  I  consider  them  responsible  for  the  iniqui- 
ty of  their  acta.  With  but  few  exceptions,  they  knew 
not  what  they  did.  They  were  not  capable  of  origina- 
ting or  carrying  out  those  revolutionary  objects.  No, 
sir,  they  were  not  men  fur  such  a  crisis.  The  honor  or 
the  renown  of  originating  and  enacting  the  traitorous 
deed  is  justly  due  to  others  in  another  sphere.  Who 
those  men  are,  who  should  be  held  responsible  for  this 
attempt  at  treason  against  their  native  State,  and  who 
**  with  the  will  to  do,  had  not  the  heart  to  dare,"  after 
the  facts  which  I  shall  develop,  I  leave  to  this  House 
and  the  country  to  determine. 

Sir,  the  first  meeting  which  took  place  after  the  Sep- 
tember elections,  to  instruct  the  electors  to  violate  their 
solemn  diity,  was  t\pld  in  the  county  of  Frederick,  the 
county  and  district  which  my  colleague,  the  chairman  of 
the  Judiciary  Committee,  [\lr.  Tbokab,]  represents  up- 
on this  floor.  1  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  understood  that 
I  am  not  about  to  give  vague  or  doubtful  rumors,  but  a 
recital  offsets  as  they  occurred)  in  doing  which,  if  I  err 
I  desire  that  my  colleague  may  correct  me.  I  intend 
not  to  do  injustice;  but  I  feel  that  it  is  due  to  the  Slate  of 
Maryland  and  her  people,  that  they  should  be  disabused 
from  the  odium  attempted  to  be  cast  upon  them,  and 
that  no  language  can  be  too  strong  (confined  within  par- 
liamentary limits)  in  reprobation  of  such  conduct. 

At  this  meeting  in  Frederick  county,  a  committee  of 
five,  Mr.  Francis  Thomas  one  of  the  number,  reported 
sundry  resolutions,  amongst  which  were  the  following: 

*'  Whereas  the  fifteenth  section  of  the  constitution 
declares  that  no  Senate  can  be  formed  unless  twenty- 
four  electors  agree  to  meet  for  the  appointment  of  the 
members  of  which  it  is  to  consist:  therefore, 

'*  Besolved,  Tliat  the  senatorial  electors  of  this  county 
be  instructed  to  require  uf  the  twenty-one  whig  electors 
a  pledge  that  no  member  of  the  former  Senate,  and  no 
member  of  the  House  of  Delegates  who  opposed  the  bill 
calling  a  convention  of  the  people,  shall  be  elected  to 
the  next  Senate  uf  the  State.  1  hat  at  least  eight  of  the 
members  of  the  Senate,  to  be  chosen  by  the  electoral 
college,  shall  be  selected  from  among  persons  known  to 
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entertain  opin'rons  and  sentiments  coinciding  with  the 
principles  and  opinions  held  by,  and  governingi  a  ma- 
jority of  the  people  (205,922)  who  have  elected  nine- 
teen Van  Btiren  electors;  and  that,  in  the  formation  of 
the  Senate,  there  shall  be  a  majority  of  members  known 
to  be  favorable  to  such  a  thorough  snd  radical  reform  of 
the  constitution  of  the  State  as  will  insure  to  all  citizens 
living  under  it  equal  political  rights  and  privileges. 

**  Resolved,  That,  unlesss  the  pledges  required  by  the 
preceding  resolution  are  solemnly  given,  in  true  faith, 
the  two  electors  from  this  county  be  requested  to  refuse 
to  enter  into  an  election  of  Senators:  Frovided,  That 
the  electors  from  other  counties  and  cities,  having  a  ma- 
jority of  the  white  population  of  the  State  therein,  will 
co-operate  with  them  to  defeat  the  election  of  a  Senate 
hostile  to  a  reform  in  the  constitution,  to  the  extent  re- 
qu'red  in  the  first  resolution. 

'*  Reholved,  That  our  friends  in  the  counties  and  cities, 
that  have  elected  Van  Buren  reform  electors,  are  ear- 
nestly invited  and  recommended  to  juin  us  in  these  meas- 
ures, as  the  only  means  by  which  we  can  avoid  the  fute 
of  being  ag^in  compelled  to  submit,  for  five  years  at 
least,  to  the  tyranny  of  a  Government  wielded  and  con- 
trolled by  a  small  and  aristocratic  minority  of  the  people 
of  the  State." 

Prom  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seen  that  those  patriotic 
reformer<<,  who  had  pledged  themselves  to  wait  until 
after  the  October  elections,  and  until  the  Legislature 
then  to  be  elected  should  refuse  to  call  a  convention  for 
a  reform,  still  under  a  voluntary  agreement  with  the 
whig  reformers  to  wait  that  result,  wrest  from  the  pco- 
pie  and  the  Legislature  the  powers  of  both,  and  consti- 
tute themselves  a  tribunal  to  revolutionize  the  State,  by 
electing  a  Van  Buren  Senate.  This  was  tlie  measure  of 
their  reform;  this  was  the  great  political  manoeuvre  which 
opened  the  eyes  of  the  whig  reformers  to  the  intrigues 
by  which  they  had  been  deceived.  Responsive  to  this 
meeting  was  one  held  In  Ceril  county.  Tttey  have  since 
paid  the  forfeit  due  to  their  treachery.  Next  was  one 
called  in  the  city  of  Baltimore.  I'his  was  held  on  the 
Saturday  night  previous  to  the  Monday  when,  under  the 
constitution,  the  electors  were  to  meet  at  the  city  of 
Annipolid,  to  elect  a  Senate  to  serve  for  five  years. 

At  that  meeting  were  present  nearly  all  the  electors, 
then  on  their  way  to  the  seat  of  Government,  to  discharge 
theirdutv.  My  colleague  [Mr. Thomas]  was  there,  and  was 
expected  to  address  the  meetin]^,  it  was  one  of  the 
largest  which  had  assenibled  fur  several  years,  called  to- 
gether to  instruct  their  electors  to  betray  the  trust  re- 
posed in  them.  My  collogue  was  long  and  loudly 
called  for  to  address  the  meeting.  His  fame  for  revolu- 
tionary discussion  had  spread  far  and  near,  and  the  most 
intense  anxiety  was  evinced  to  hear  him;  but  the  deed 
had  already  been  done;  it  was  understood  that  seventeen 
of  the  nineteen  had  already  pledged  themselves  not  to  go 
into  the  college  unless  the  twenty-one  would  accede  to 
their  terms.  Doubts  were  expressed  >»hether  iliey 
would  adhere  to  their  pledges;  the  meeting  was  ad- 
dressed by  severwl,  and  resolutions  approving  of  the 
Frederick  and  Cecil  proceedings  were  adopted.  I  wish 
I  could  draw  a  veil  over  the  proceedings  of  thut  night. 
I  was,  by  accident,  in  the  city,  and  although  my  col- 
lesgue  from  the  upper  district  did  not  respond  to  there- 
iterated  calls  made  upon  him,  another  of  my  colleagues 
did.  Then  it  was  I  heard,  with  deep  anguish,  pro- 
claimed from  the  hustings,  revolution  or  reform,  by  one 
from  whom  I  had  least  expected  it.  The  Words  were 
greeted  and  re-echoed  by  the  boys,  by  the  mob,  and  by 
the  conspirators  themselves.  It  was  in  sight  of  the 
monument  erected  to  commemorate  the  glorious  12ih  of 
September,  1814,  erected  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of 
those  gallant  heroes  who  fell  in  defence  of  that  country 
which  was  now  threatened  to  be  plunged  in  civil  war. 


It  was  in  sight  of  the  monument  erected  to  the  imtrxr'.il 
Washington,  It  was  amidst  such  recollections  as  tho«e 
I  heard  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  heroes  of  the  Rerolii- 
lution — a  son  of  one  whose  name  and  deeds  stand  record- 
ed upon  the  page  of  history,  as  being  identified  uiththe^ 
best  interests,  prosperity,  and  honor  of  his  country— one 
whr  se  name  cannot  be  mentioned  at  the  present  day 
without  calling  forth  feelings  of  admiration  and  gratitude. 
It  was  from  a  son  of  him  who  bore  the  name  of  Hov&rd 
that  the  doctrine  of  revolution  or  reform  was  procUimed. 

It  was  then  I  felt  the  degeneracy  of  the  times.    It  wii 
then  I  felt  as  if  a  dark  cloud  was  impending  over  my 
native  State,  as  if  the  spirit  of  our  fathers  had  deparltd 
from  amongst  us.     But,  sir,  no  more  of  that.    The  next 
day  the  electors  proceeded  to  Annapol  a.    It  vai  net 
believed,  up  to  that  moment,  that  the  nineteen  vouKi 
prove   recreant.     Such  was  the  dotibt  entertained  by 
their  aiders  and  abettors,  that  my  colleague,  the  chair- 
man of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  accompanied  tttem  lo 
the  seat  of  Government,  atid  took  them  into  his  holy 
keeping.  Upon  their  arrival,  they  refused  to  go  into  \\\t 
electoral  college,  unless  upon  terms  dishonorable  to  the 
twenty-one,  had  they  acceded  to  them — not  reputable  to 
those  who  proposed  tliem.     Had  those  terms  been  ac- 
ceded to,  at  the  morfient  the  electors  were  taking  the 
oath  *'  to  be  faithful,  and   bear  true   allegiance  to  the 
State  of  Maryland,  and  to  support  the  constitution  and 
laws  thereof,"  they  held  in  reserve  a  pledge  to  v'ioU< 
both;  and  with  the  59th  article  of  the  constitution  before 
them,  which  provides  the  manner  in  which  alterations 
shall  be  made,  in  the  following  words: 

*•  Th'S  form  of  government,  'and  the  declaration  o 
rights,  and  no  part  thereof,  shall  be  altered,  chtnjred 
or  abolished,  unless'a  bill  so  to  alter,  change^  or  abc'isll 
the  same,  shall  pass  the  General  Assembly,  and  be  pi'b 
lislied  at  least  three  months  before  a  new  electicr,  an 
shall  be  ccmfirmed  by  the  General  Assembly  after  a  ne 
election  of  delegates,  in  the  first  session  arer  such  nc 
election.    Provided  that  nothing  in  this  form  of  gover 
ment,  which  relates  to  the  Eastern  Shdre  particulrU* 
shall  at  any  time  hereafter  be  al'ered,  unless  for  ti 
alteration  and  confirmation  thereof  at  least  two  thirc'st 
all  the  members  of  each  branch  of  the  General  Assem 
biy  shall  concur.** 

They  persevere  in  their  revulutii  nary  designs,  »n 
address  a  letter,  proposing  their  own  terms,  to  tli 
twenty-one  electors.  This  was  met  at  the  threshold  h 
the  twenty-one,  as  high-minded,  honorable,  f^ittd^ 
public  servants  ever  should  meet  insidious,  designinj 
intriguing  effons  to  corrupt  or  to  intimidate.  They  ri 
fuse  to  make  any  terms,  much  less  to  bargain  away  ill 
rights  of  their  constituents,  with  faiithless,  irresponsib 
public  agents. 

The  conspirators  then,  urged  on  by  their  advi^cil 
held  a  meeting*,  or  rather  caucus,  denominating  thH 
selves  **  the  democratic  republican  members  of  n 
elec'oral  college,"  and  •*  Resotved,  That  this  meetngJ 
now  adjourn."  They  did  adjourn,  and  quit  the  poj 
assigned  them,  without  di.«charging  their  dut>;  anj 
feefing  that  a  deep  indignation  would  follow  their  i^i 
Itss  proceedings,  they  issues  paper  calculated  to  d 
ceive  the  people  they  had  so  egregiously  misrepre^ei 
ed,  and  return  to  their  homes  elated  with  their  o'^ 
treachery. 

The  twenty-one  electors  remained  at  the  seat  of  G I 
ernmen%  trusting  that  better  counsels  would  prevsi 
and  that  the  nineteen  recusants  wtiuld  come  bdck 
their  duty.  They  responded  to  their  adiiress  in  a  call 
dignified,  and  argumentative,  though  firm,  bold,  tt| 
decisive  manner^  calling  upon  the  people  of  Mar>)d 
to  come  to  the  rescue;  and  here  1  quote  from  this  i 
dress  some  feW  passages,  which  m^y  be  taken  3s  in.i 
alive  of  the  whole.    They  remark  that 
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"  Wf  could  not  Mippose  that  wr,  who  were  known 
to  be  under  the  mott  lolemn  oblig^ation  to  execute  • 
iroitftitbfttUy  and  coofcientiouslyt  could  be  approached 
V'tb  a  propofUion  of  bargain  touching  the  performince 
of  our  duiyt  We  never  for  a  moment  entertained  the 
vit%  of  trafficking  upon  such  a  subject;  an'J  a  proper 
lelf-refpeet,  together  with  the  palpable  obligAiiona  of 
duly,  precluded  all  of  ui  from  liatentng  to  euch  a  prop- 
oiiUoo,  coming  from  any  quarter*  however  respectful 
in  iti  Itngiiagrt  and  still  leas  could  we  receive  it  from 
any  otiter  than  a  member  of  the  college,  duly  qualified 
utacb.  Our  duties  were  most  clearly  pointed  out  by 
th«  coiutitulion,  and  we  were  «ot  only  bound,  aa  gf)od 
ciii2*n<,  to  support  it«  but  our  very  oath  of  office  made 
it  otir  particular  and  sacred  duty  to  uphold  it  in  all  its 
iote^rily.  The  votes  we  were  to  cast  for  Senators  were 
Mt  to  be  givcQ  as  our  votes,  but  as  those  of  the  people 
cf  Naiyland.  They  bad*  by  their  constitution,  laid 
d»vn  the  rules,  and  the  only  rulen,  which  were  to  gov- 
ern ofi  and  we  should  have  been  fvlse  to  them,  and 
fi!K  Vi  our  oaths,  if  we  hsd  permitted  any  other  to  be 
prescribed  to  us." 
And  conclude  with  the  following  admonition: 
"People  of  Maryland,  the  crisis  is  an  awful  one)  the 
tact  are  big  with  the  fate  of  freedomi  if  the  revolu- 
tiooiry  apirit,  now  stalking  abroad  amongst  us,  is  not 
prunptly  aabdue  1  by  the  majesty  of  your  power,  upon 
foa  will  rest  the  fearful  responsibility  of  being  the  first 
ia  ibe  country  of  Washington  to  give  to  Liberty  a  mor- 
hi  vound.  We  shall,  to  the  Isst,  endeavor  faithfully  to 
perform  oar  duty  to  you  and  to  ourselves.  We  have 
itaiined  patieotly  at  the  seat  of  Government,  keeping 
Ibe  college  open  from  day  to  day,  to  the  present  time, 
iQ<l  here  are  resolved  to  continue  until  all  hope  is  lost 
of  ibe  retttrn  of  the  absent  electors.  We  are  determin- ' 
^  Uiat,  if  confusion  and  anarchy  and  ruin  are  to  con>e 
«pon  oa,  if  all  the  bright  hopes  of  the  people  of  Mary. 
bud  are  to  be  forever  blasted,  snd  our  once  fair  and 
■'PPy  laad  is  to  become  a  scene  of  desolation  and  trr- 
'^ivewill  have  the  consolation  of  reflecting,  in  the 
■iditof  our  afflictions,  that  we  have  faithfully  perform- 
ed our  duty. 

George  8.  Leigfti.  Samuel  J.  K.  H^ndy. 

Benedict  I.  Heard.  William  W.  Lake. 

6  orge  Vickera.  Thomas  H.  Hicks. 

iimes  P.  Gale.  George  W.  Duval. 

James  Kent.  Thomas  G.  Pra't 

Jstacs  A.  D.  D^lrimple.  Thomas  A.  S pence. 

Henry  Brawner.  Henry  Frenkfin. 

William  D.  Merrick.        Rphraim  Qaither. 

SolomoA  Diekinson.         Riehard  Beall. 

George  W.  Dudley.         Andrew  Bruce." 

William  Williams,  jr. 
Iprobounee these  names  with  great  satisfaction.  They 
^M  be  tranamitted  down  to  the  latest  posterity,  aa 
wtHfttl  public  agents.  Those  gentlemen  had  quit  their 
posies  and  familie*,  under  the  expectation  of  returning 
^'/(vdays;  but,  by  the  traitorous  conduct  of  their 
^Kigocfl,  had  to  remain  at  the  aeat  of  Government  for 
'^rtvo  months,  anxiously  and  patiently  waiting  their 
WBfn  to  a  discharge  of  their  duty. 

As  lion  is  it  was  understood  thst  the  nineteen  had 
l^tued  (0  go  into  the  electoral  college,  and  had  quit 
'i^'r  posts,  and  called  on  the  people  of  Maryland,  by 
*3addresa  replete  with  disorganising  principles,  to  sup- 


^  them  in  their  unholy  purposes,  the  alarm 
rr^^  isdignation  of  insulted  constituents  i 


was  feltf 
was  mani. 


^^  by  meetings  called  to  express  their  opinions  upon 

*|  Btoiient.ius  cris«s. 

'•»  the  city  of  Baltimore,  the  •«  supporters  of  law,  or- 
U  ind  constitutional  reform,"  expressed  their  opinion 

rf  J"  ****"'*•  ■"**  "  resolved  that  they  were  in  favor 

•"  f^orni,  and  against  revolution." 

Vol.  XIIL—gi 


This  was  followed  by  a  presentment  of  the  grand 
jury  of  Alleghany  county,  againat  the  conspirators,  in 
which  they  charge  them  as  follows:  '*  The  conduct  of 
thoae  men  is  without  excuse  or  palliation.  They  in- 
tended to  secure  the  triumph  of  a  party  (  and,  failing  in 
that,  to  subvert  the  Government  and  endanger  the  pub- 
lic tranquillity."  This  was  s-gned  by  twenty  of  the 
grsnd  jurors,  a  niajt  rity  of  whom  were  friends  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren.  But,  to  their  honor  be  it  said,  they  loved 
their  countiy  more  than  their  party.  This  was  the  first 
step  taken  in  the  diatrict  represented  by  my  colleague, 
which  struck  dismay  snd  terror  in  the  minds  of  the  con- 
spirators. Nest  were  held  public  meetings  in  the  same 
c  unty,  without  distinction  of  patty,  at  one  of  which 
presided  a  gentleman,  a  warm  friend  of  the  present  ad- 
ministration, a  man  without  reproach,  one  who  at  an 
early  day  had  quit  his  native  isle  to  seek  an  asylum  in 
this  Isnd  of  liberty  and  law.  It  was  the  vener  ble,  the 
patriotic  William  McMahon,  who,  disenthralling  himself 
from  his  party,  stepped  forward  to  save  his  adopted 
State  from  the  pollution  of  her  nstive  citizens.  His 
feelings  are  expressed  in  the  following  words: 

*'  Beaohedf  That  we  condemn  the  conduct  of  tlie  afore- 
iaid  recusant  eleetofs,  who,  ha«  ing  solicited  and  obtain- 
ed the  appointment  at  the  hand^  of  the  people,  betrayed 
the  trust  repoaed  in  them,  by  basely  and  tre  icherously 
refusing  to  attend  the  electoral  college,  (as  enjoined  by 
their  positive  obligations  to  the  constitution,)  with  a 
view  to  dissolve  the  Government  of  the  State." 

Other  meetings  were  held  in  different  psrts  of  mv 
colleague'*  district^  of  similar  import,  to  one  of  which  I 
now  call  more  particularly  the  attention  of  the  House, 
the  proceeding  of  »h'ch  I  resd  as  matter  of  history. 
And  if  the  application  Is  made  more  directly  to  him,  I 
am  not  responsible,  but  his  immediate  constituents. 
They  were  his  political  friends^  they  are  in  favor  of  re- 
form; but  they,  too,  are  against  revolution.  At  a  meet- 
ing held  at  Selby's  Port,  Alleghany  county,  the  follow, 
ing  preamble  and  resolutions  were  adopted,  with  but 
three  disaenting  voices: 

<*  Wherras  Francis  Thomas,  Esq  ,  our  present  Rep- 
resentative in  Congress,  has  taken  an  active  part  in  pro- 
moting a  change  in  our  State  Government,  by  such 
means  as  we  believe  to  be  against  our  best  interests,  as 
also  the  interest  of  the  State  of  Maryland;  and  whereap, 
from  his  course  in  this  matter,  be  has  given  us  reason  to 
believe  that  he  has  no  regard  to  our  interest,  but  that 
he  is  aceking  self  aggrandizement  at  the  expense  of  his 
constituents!  Therelorr, 

**  Buohedt  That  we  view  him  guilty  of  base  ingrati- 
tude to  the  citixens  of  the  State,  and  especially  the  peo- 
ple of  Alleghany  county. 

■*  Re$ohedt  That  he  has  no  longer  any  claim  to  the 
confidence  or  respect  of  the  people  of  Maryland  or  of 
this  congressionsi  district;  and  that,  in  our  opinion,  be 
ought  forthwith  to  resign  his  seat  in  Congress,  that  the 
voters  of  the  district  may  select  another  to  All  the  va- 
cancy, who  would  pay  more  respect  to  their  interests.** 

The  result  of  the  September  election  wss  twenty-one 
to  nineteen  in  the  electoral  college.  In  October,  with 
the  stme  mode  of  election,  except  that  four  delegates 
were  elected  from  each  county,  instead  of  two  electors, 
the  result  was  sixty-one  whigs  and  nineteen  in  favor  of 
Van  Buren.  Notwithstanding  this  indication  of  the 
popular  will  against  the  conduct  of  the  conspirators, 
still  they  were  advised  to  persevere  in  their  refusal  to 
unite  with  their  brother  electors  and  elect  a  Senate. 
Some  one  or  two  of  them  began  to  relent,  and  did  pro- 
pose to  meet  the  college,  but  not  a  sufficient  number  te 
elect  a  Senate.  The  indignation  of  the  friends  of  Isw 
snd  order  throughout  the  State  was  roused,  ft  wss  too 
apparent  to  deceive  any  onr,  that  they  did  not,  as  they 
profesKdy  respect  the  will  of  the  people.    Their  own 
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political  purpoBee  were  the  sole  object.  An  election 
had  been  held,  and  turned  upon  this  question;  yet  they 
pertinaciously  adhered  to  revolution.  SliH  the  twenty- 
one  faithful,  honesS  fearless  electors  held  to  their  potts, 
and  determined  to  await  the  presidential  election,  which 
was  to  take  pbce  in  November.  This  election  was  by 
genet-al  ticket  in  the  whole  State,  thus  afibrding^  an  op- 
portunity of  testing  the  vcy  principle  the  conspirators 
professed  to  advocate,  to  wit:  that  a  majority  of  the 
people  had  a  right  to  control,  and  that  their  expression 
of  opinion  was  binding  upon  their  agents.  The  result 
of  the  November  el  ction  was  a  larger  majority  in  the 
whole  State,  in  favor  of  the  whigs,  than  had  ever  been 
given  since  the  present  polit  cal  parties  came  into  eiist- 
ence.  Every  county  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  except 
two,  gave  majorities  for  the  advocates  of  Uw  and  order, 
and  each  of  the  three  counties  represented  by  my  col- 
league [Mr.  Thomas]  gave  majorities  against  his  prin- 
ciples. 

When  this  result  was  known,  the  presidential  election 
over,  the  State,  by  an  unprecedented  majority,  voting 
by  general  ticket,  put  the  stigma  of  reprobation  upon 
the  conduct  of  the  revolutioniats,  it  was  to  have  been 
expected  that  the  recusant  electors  would  have  joined 
the  college  to  perform  their  duty,  by  electing  a  Senate, 
and  thereby  save  the  State  from  further  anarchy.  But 
they  were  otherwise  advised.  Tliey  were  told  that  no 
danger  could  ensue  to  the  State;  that,  if  no  Senate  were 
elected,  the  Government  would  still  go  on»  and,  by  per- 
severance, their  objects  wuuld  be  accomplished.  And 
such  was  the  degradation  to  which  they  were  willing  to 
bring  their  native  State,  it  was  announced,  in  the  ofiicial 
organ  of  the  party  in  the  city  of  Bi]timore,  that,  if  they 
held  out,  and  no  Senate  was  elected,  President  Jackson 
wuuld  appoint  a  Governor  and  other  officers  to  preside 
over  the  destinies  of  Maryland!  Yes,  BlaryUnd,  one  of 
the  old  thirteen,  was  to  be  stricken  from  tlie  number  of 
stars  which  adorn  the  American  banner,  to  return  back 
to  a  Territorial  Government,  and  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  administer  to  ber  people!  Is  there  a 
man  within  these  balls  so  debased  by  party  subservience, 
is  there  a  freeman  throughout  the  country  whoae  cheek 
is  not  suffused  with  a  bluah  when  he  hears  that  this  was 
the  remedy  for  the  revolution?  Is  there  any  one  who 
now  can  doubt  that  the  object  of  these  revolutionists  was 
other  than  seif-^tggrandiaement;*  In  this  state  of  things, 
the  Governor  of  Maryland,  anxiously  trusting  that  the 
result  of  the  repeated  elections,  expressing  the  will  of 
the  people,  would  have  influenced  the  recusants  to  re- 
turn to  their  duty,  finding  that  they  were  still  betraying 
the  delegated  trust,  and  that  their  aiders  and  advisers 
were  urging  them  to  adhere  to  thetr  faithless  pledgea, 
issues  his  proclaiNnation,  on  the  8tli  November,  Cailing 
together  the  LegiKjatu'C  of  the  State,  and  admonishes 
the  revolutionists  to  beware  of  the  consequences.  This 
proclamation  does  great  credit  to  the.  m^nd  as  well  as 
energy  of  Gt>vernor  Yeazy.  He  felt  as  if  forbearance 
was  no  longer  a  viitue.  Time  hud  been  afl'crUed  them 
to  retrace  their  steps;  more  than  two  months  had  elapsed 
since  the  election,  and  ihey  still  proved  recieant.  ■*  The 
crisis  was  big  with  the  fate  of  Maryland."  He  saw  the 
twenty-one  faithful  agents,  true  to  the  people,  clinging 
to  the  constitution  of  their  creation,  with  a  determination 
to  save  it  from  desecration.  He  comes  to  their  sup- 
port, and,  in  the  parental  language  i>f  a  father,  advises, 
persuades,  forewarns,  and  then  concludes  with  the  fol- 
lowing notice: 

*'  And  1  do  furthermore  declare  and  proclaim,  to  all 
whom  it  doth  or  may  concern,  that,  as  Chief  Magistrate 
of  the  State,  I  shall  exert  tb  the  utmost  all  the  powers 
which  have  been  or  may  be  vested  in  me  by  the  consti- 
tution and  laws,  and  which  it  msy  become  necessary  to 
employ,  to  curb  the  apirit  of  anarchy,  disorder,  and  rev- 


olution, manifested  by  the  aforesaid  conduct  wcA  pro- 
ceedings, and  to  support  the  constitution,  and  enforce 
the  laws  upon  all  offenders  against  their  majesty,  «ho 
shall  proceed,  by  overt  acts,  either  of  resistanoe  to  the 
constituted  authorities  of  the  State,  or  of  carrying:  out  or 
consummating  the  revolutionary  designs  and  purpomoT 
the  aforesaid  recusants  and  their  abettors;  and  I  do  here- 
by require  and  enjoin  all  civil  officers  of  the  State  to  be 
vigilant  in  the  performance  of  their  seversl  and  reipeet- 
ive  duties  at  this  important  crisis;  and  upon  all  military 
officers  and  citizens  to  hold  themselves  in  readinen,  ifl 
esse  their  services  may  become  necesssry  in  aid  of  the 
civil  authorities,  to  maintain  the  public  peace,  reprea 
disorder,  uphold  the  conatitution,  or  enforce  the  Iivm 
and,  finally,  with  humble  supplication  for  and  relisnce 
upon  Divine  Providence  for  direction  and  sid,  atid  tin 
with  the  firmest  reliance  upon  the  people  of  the  Sttte, 
to  support,  and,  if  necessary,  enforce  the  declaration,  t 
do  solemnly  declare  and  proclaim  that  the  constitution  oi 
the  State  must  be  preserved,  and  the  Government  main- 
tained, as  they  now  are,  until  *  altered,  changed,  oj^ 
abolished,'  in  the  manner  constitutionally  provided  for.** 

Although  this  proclamation  began  tu  alarm,  for  fcir 
of  the  consequences,  yet  Ihey  did  not  abandon  their  ia- 
iquitous  design*,  but  held  another  meeting,  and  pnt- 
poned  the  contemplated  convention  until  the  first  Mondiy 
of  January,  to  assemble  in  the  city  of  Annapolis-  Ttie 
object  of  that  poatponement  is  expreased  in  the  follow- 
ing rekolutioD:  . 

••  Retoletd,  That  the  unexpected  call,  on  the  pari  o 
the  Executive,  upon  the  membera  elect  of  the  Houw  o 
Delegates  and  of  the  old  Senate,  to  assemble  at  Anntp 
olis  on  Monday  nexS  haa  rendered  it  expedient  to  pokt 
pone  the  meeting  of  the  reform  convention  to  a  dsy  whcr 
ample  opportunity  shall  have  been  afforded  to  understiw 
fully  the  reasons  which  have  induced  the  Executive  tt 
adopt  this  extraordinary  procedure,  and  to  ascertain  tb 
results  of  their  deliberation." 

1  find  by  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting,  which  vi 
held  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  on  the  19th  November  list 
thst  my  colleague's  [Mr.  THOXAs'a]  name  apprti 
amongst  those  of  the  committee  which  draughted  ihoi 
resolutions  also.  I'his  convention  has  not  met  accordin 
to  adjournment.  My  colleague,  it  is  presumed,  knov 
the  true  reason,  and  1  desire  to  know,  why  it  has  no 
He  does  not  inform  me  why  it  failed  to  meet.  !  vi 
endeavor  to  show  what  has  been  surmised  to  have  be< 
the  cause.  After  all  efllorta  had  proved  unavailing  I 
induce  the  reeuiant  electors  to  return  to  their  du(| 
when  all  the  popular  elecUona  were  overt  when  ll 
proclamation  onhe  Governor*  which  received  univcrt 
approbation  from  the  lovers  of  law  and  order,  was  pt 
mutged;  when  it  was  advised  that»  if  a  Senate  were  n 
elected  by  the  period  of  the  annual  assembling  of  t 
Legislature,  the  constitution  would  be  abrngated  • 
annulled,  and  that  Maryland  would  become  an  appends 
to  the  General  Government,  the  apirit  which  animtt 
the  framers  of  the  conatitution  burst  forth  throughc 
the  land,  and  incited  to  action  the  sons  of  those  sin 
It  was  on  the  soil  within  sight  of  this  Capitol  that  the  f 
move  was  made  which  struck  terror  in  the  mindt  of  t 
conspirators.  A  meeting  was  called  in  Prince  Georg 
county,  composed  of  the  first  men  of  the  State,  with* 
distinction  of  party,  to  organiae  a  corps  to  tender  th 
services  to  the  Governor  of  Maryland. 

"  On  motion,  it  was  JUdoiota,  unanimoiufy,  Tlut 
will  with  our  lives  and  fortunes  support  tlie  exi8< 
Govetnment  of  Maryland  againai  any  violence  that  n 
be  attempted,  and  we  tender  to  the  Executive  our  i 
vic(S,  whenever  they  may  be  called  for." 

Here,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  cannot  permit  the  occas.of 
pass  without  doing  justice  to  a  friend  and  patriot.  1 
a  revolutionary  patriot  of  the  present  day,  who  ao 
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Jidmimon  of  Michigan, 


[H.  or  H. 


Mcrifice  hii  ovn  State  to  purchMe  preferment  from  this 
Government;  but  one  who  has  met  the  enemies  of  his 
country,  ind  risked  hia  life  in  her  defencet  one  who  has 
received,  by  ihe  unaaimoiia  vole  of  hia  State,  a  sword, 
uircwird  for  his  gallant  deeds,  in  one  of  the  rao^t 
glorous  narai  Tictohea  achieved  upon  the  ocean;  uho, 
upon  ihe  presentation  of  that  sword  by  ihe  Governor  of 
the  State,  ret'irned  it  to  its  •-cabbard  with  this  character- 
istic deciaration,  *'  that  it  should  never  be  unaheathed 
until  his  country  waa  in  dan^cer  from  the  aasaulis  of  her 
enemWi."  It  waa  Mijor  John  Contee  who  callrd  that 
aifetlng.  It  waa  he  a  bo  proposed  a  tender  oi  aervicef, 
vbicb  vas  ananirooualy  united  in  by  hia  whole  com* 
Band.  It  vas  then  be  felt  that  the  time  had  arrived  for 
bim  to  redeem  his  pledge.  But  be  little  thought,  when 
be  received  that  aword,  that  the  period  ever  could  ar- 
rive when  hi4  duty  as  a  aiiidier,  aa  a  citizen,  as  a  man, 
voulJ  compel  him  to  draw  it  in  defence  of  hia  native 
Stiteagvinst  the  unhallowed  aaaaulta  of  native  c  tizens. 
But  tbe  crisis  bad  arrived.  He  waa  the  man  for  such  a 
crifis.  From  that  day  the  sun  of  Maryland  was  above 
thehorzon;  her  star  held  ita  station  amidst  the  stripes 
oTibe  Uaioii;  the  impending  clouds  Were  diaperatd,  and 
cofwpiracy  overawed. 

It  ii  wi'h  feelinga  of  no  ordinary  character  that  I  refer 
b  ihose  proceedings.  But,  air,  I  do  feel  an  honest  pride 
ifi  being  tbe  representative  of  auch  men.  Eight  of  tbe 
t'enty-one  electors  who,  during  iheae  trying,  exciting 
times,  pal  enily,  firmly,  nobly,  stood  by  the  conatilution 
v)A  the  laws,  were  from  my  congressional  diatrict— a 
^othct  imoiediately  adjoining  the  aeat  of  tbia  General 
GoTeriiinent,  yet  far  enough  to  remain  ancontaminatt  d 
b;  Oie  incentives  which  gave  rise  to  that  intended  revo- 
luiioR.  It  is  not  a  little  remaikable  that  those  instigators 
^thia  resistance  to  the  lawa  of  their  State  should  have  [ 
betn  amoDgst  the  warmeat  advocates  of  the  P(eaident*8 
procUmation  and  measures  against  South  Carolina.  They 
verelhen  willing  to  carry  war  and  desolation  through- 
out that  devoted  Slate,  to  arm  the  Government  with  pow- 
er to  march  the  aoldiery  within  her  borders,  and  to  del- 
Ht  her  fiir  land  with  civil  war.  The  same  spirit  «  hich 
prompted  them  to  those  measures  has  been  revived  in 
ftUtion  to  their  own  SUte. 

But,  lir,  order  is  restored,  the  citizens  repose  in 
p(»ce,  snd  treason  is  no  more.  And  when  the  future 
biionan  shall  make  a  record  of  the  present  times,  tbe 
•^Miofthe  tweoty-one  will  be  transmitted  to  posterity 
u the  noble  protectors  of  law  and  liberty;  whilst  the 
^^^  P»Ke  vill  present  those  of  the  recussnta  as  a  bea- 
»n  10  all  anarchists.  Maryland  is  regenernted. 
.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  ajid  much  more  upon  this  sub- 
ject than  1  bad  intendeds  but  1  know  it  has  not  been  un- 
i»!erefitiiig  to  the  House,  from  the  unremitted  attention 
(^n  b;>Te  bestowed.  If,  in  the  discbarge  of  a  duty 
iluh  I  coijidereJ  imperative,  I  should  have  uaed  atrong 
^«gQige  to  ezpreas  the  coovictiona  of  my  mind,  I  shall 
'^el justified  in  the  extraordinary  circumatances  which 
pfonjp'ed  it.  When  my  own  honor  or  that  of  my  raive 
^|t^e  is  at  issue,  I  know  no  discretion  within  the  limits 
^'|pafliatneniar)'  rules;  that  1  have  not  tranygressed  those 
'sibem  CTioced  by  the  f«ct  that  my  remarks  have  not 
^^^  wlfrrupied  by  you. 

^be  immediate  ques'ion  before  the  Chair  is  the  bill 
^i^viding  for  Ihe  admiasion  of  Michigan  into  th;:  Union. 

«|«U  vole  againat  tbe  bill.  I  believe  much  less  injury 
*i>)  be  done  by  a  delay,  than  by  sanctioning  the  princi- 
P^aupon  which  her  admi»sion  Is  advocated.  By  a  de- 
\\\\f^^  ***c  next  session  of  Congress,  an  opportunity 

' '  °'  afforded  of  ascertaining  the  true  wishts  of  the 
roplt}  of  settling  the  irritating  controversy  between 
^>ad  the  State  of  Ohioi  of  admitting  her  upon  the 

'"•  of  other  Statea  of  the  Union.  But  if  she  comes  m 
*0',  predicated  upon  the  principles  which  have  been 


promulged  upon  this  floor,  this  House  will  ha\e  coun- 
tenanced measures  which,  in  future  timer,  may  he  taken 
as  a  precedent  for  anarchy. 

[Vi'heii  Mr.  Jenifer  had  concludi^d,  Mr.  Thomas 
again  addressed  the  House.  After  which,  Mr.  MowAnn 
rose,  but  gave  way  ai  the  request  of  Mr.  JciriFEn,  who 
sa'd  be  desired  to  make  an  explanation.] 

Mr.  J.  said  it  h.d  been  suggestrd  to  him,  since  I  e  re- 
sumed his  se«t,  by  his  friends,  that  an  interpretation  had 
been  placed  upon  hia  remarks,  in  relation  to  his  cot- 
league  from  the  city  of  Biltimore,  [Mr.  Howasd,]  which 
he  desired  to  correct.  He  said  they  were  understood  lu 
apply  personally  and  offensively.  Mr.  J.  said  the  gen- 
eral terms  upon  » hich  be  waa  with  his  colleague,  and 
the  gentlemanly  deportment  which  had  alwa)8  charac- 
terized him,  would  forbid  the  application  of  any  remark 
in  an  offenaive  senset  but  he  could  not  conceal  the  fact 
of  his  deep  mortification  at  the  coun'enance  given  to 
Ihose  measures,  by  his  colleague,  which  had  brought 
Maryland  to  the  verge  of  a  revolution.  When  he  spoke 
of  the  degeneracy  of  the  preaer.t  day,  he  meant  to  apply 
it  to  the  principles  now  advocated,  as  contrasted  with 
those  which  gave  birth  to  our  glortous  independence. 
He  considered  this  explanstion  due  to  his  colleague,  for 
whom  he  could  have  no  unkind  feeling.  Mr.  J.  said,  as 
to  his  colleague  from  the  upper  district,  [\1r.  Tbdjias,] 
he  had  no  explanation  to  muke;  but  lest  a  misapprehen- 
sion might  prevail  as  to  an  inquiry  made  by  h  s  col- 
league, which  remained  unanswered,  be  «ouId  take  oc- 
casion to  notice  it.  My  colleague,  in  referring  to  a 
meeting  in  one  of  the  countica  ol  his  district,  where  res- 
olutions had  been  passed  reprobating,  in  strong  terms, 
his  conduct  as  their  representative,  after  denouncing  the 
resplutioni  passed  tt  that  meeting  as  calumnious  >nd 
the  members  as  unworthy  of  credit  calls  upon  me  to 
know  whether  I  intend  to  endorse  those  proceedings  or 
not.  Sir,  whatever  may  have  been  my  opinion  of  those 
men  or  their  proceedings,  however  I  may  have  believed 
them  entitled  to  credit,  I  certainly  now  cannot  endorse 
them.  They  are  my  colleague's  immediate  constituents; 
they  are  his  political  friends,  some  of  whom  have  been 
his  supporters;  be,  therefore,  ought  to  know  them  bet- 
ter than  I  do;  artd  if,  as  he  says,  they  have  been  pur- 
cha«»ed  from  their  duty,  and  not  entitled  to  credit,  being 
his  c<>natituents,  1  cannot  endorse  for  them,  and  thereby 
make  myself  liable  for  irresponsible  men.  But,  air,  f 
have  yet  seen  nothing,  have  beard  nothing,  to  change 
my  opinion  of  the  correctness  of  their  position. 

When  Mr.  Jinivsr  had  concluded, 

Mr.  THO.MAS  replied  to  bis  colleague,  and  went  into 
a  statement  showing  the  irregularities  of  the  present 
constitution  and  Government  of  the  State  of  M4ryland. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Mr.  HOWARD. 

Mr.  PEARCK,  of  Maryland,  then  rose  and  addressed 
the  Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  It  is  with  great  reluctance  that  I  parti- 
C'pate  at  all  in  the  discussion  of  the  theme  which  h^s 
occupied  the  House  for  the  last  four  hours.  I  do  not 
mean  the  bill  for  the  admiasion  of  Michigan  into  the 
Union;  fi>r  that  seems  to  have  been  "  in  the  deep  bosom 
of  the  ocean  buried." 

The  domestic  controversies  of  Maryland  are  again  the 
suhject  of  debate  here.  We  are  not  allowed  the  repcae 
of  vctory;  but  have  to  fight  over  here  the  battle  which 
Wc;  fought  and  won  last  fall,  before  the  people  of  Mary- 
land. I  am  not  responsible  for  the  introduction  of  this 
foreign  topic.  I  deprecate  now,  a^  1  had  occasion  to  do 
at  the  Ust  session  of  Congress,  any  debate  upon  our  do- 
mestic feuds.  This  is  not  the  tribunal  before  which 
auch  matters  are  properly  triable.  The  hall  of  the 
N.ttional  Legislature  is  the  very  last  place  where  State 
constitutions  should  be  arraigned,  and  the  internal  ac 
tion  of  Sta'e  Governments  be  made  a  theme  of  invec 
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ttve,  or  a  sabject  of  inve8ti§^<it\on.  Refdre  the  people 
of  MaryliirK),  whose  sovereignty  I  recngnis**,  and  praei'i- 
CAlly  respect,  I  have  diticussed  th-^se  matters  fuHy  and 
freely;  and  they  are  the  only  tribunal  whose  jurisdiction 
I  admit. 

It  is  curious  to  trace  this  debate  to  its  oHg^in.  I  ha-1 
not  I  he  go  id  fortune  to  hear  i  he  speech  of  my  colleague, 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  on  the 
introduction  of  the  bill  t,r  the  adm'ssion  of  Michigan 
into  the  Union;  but  1  understand  it  to  be  the  general 
sense  of  the  House  th4t  it  had  no  neceasary  or  direct 
conuexion  with  the  Michigan  question!  and  that,  al- 
though the  name  of  Maryland  was  not  mentioned,  and 
no  immetliate  application  of  h'.s  theories  to  our  coniro- 
YPTs'iea  w«8  made  by  him,  yet  it  was  almost  uninraally 
supposed  to  be  intended  lo  xpply,  solely,  to  the  State 
of  Mir* land.  It  was  considered  a  masked  battery— a 
sort  of  Miirylai^d  war  in  disgu'se.  Under  these  circum* 
s'ances,  it  was  not  untiatural  for  my  other  colleague 
[Mr.  JxviYfin]  to  reply,  and  endeavor  to  repudiate  such 
of  these  doctrines  as  seemed  to  him  unsound,  and  to 
show  the  misapplication  of  others  to  Muryland  pohtics. 
Much  as  I  regret  it,  I  must  sny  that  it  was  a  necessary 
and  intvitable  consequence  that  my  colleague  bhould  go 
somewhat  into  detail  in  relation  to  these  mattefs.  Now, 
sir,  I  have  heard,  in  the  rejoinder  of  the  honorable 
chairman,  the  constitution  of  Mar)  land  violently  and,  as 
I  think,  unnecessarily  deni^unced.  While  the  recent 
condition  of  things  there  has  been  stated  very  vaguely, 
and  to  me  unsatisfACtorily,  I  desire  to  S)»y  a  few  words 
in  reference  to  that  vilified  constitution,  and  to  btate  ac- 
curately, according  to  try  views,  the  condition  of  Mary- 
land during  our  late  convulsions.  In  doing  this  I  shall 
endeavor  to  follow  the  example  of  my  colleague  who 
represents  the  city  of  Baltimore,  to  speak  dispsssionate- 
ly,  and  not  to  full  into  *<  King  Cambyscb'  vein"  and  tear 
the  passions  to  tatters. 

The  constitut:on  of  Mar}  land,  which  haa  been  de- 
nounced here  as  so  odious,  so  abominable,  so  atrociously 
oppressive  upon  the  people  of  the  State,  that  thty 
would  be  Justified  in  riting^  with  arms  in  their  hands, 
to  destroy  it  by  violence,  is  no  rnyal  charter,  conceding 
to  the  people  a  few  poor  privilege* — nor  an  admission 
of  rights,  extorted  by  rebellion  frcm  despotic  power. 
Neither  was  it  the  work  of  the  mushroom  politicians  of 
the  present  day,  who  are  springing  up  all  over  the  Lnd, 
ready  and  anxous  lo  engage  in  a  patriotic  scuiHe  for 
those  spoils  of  victory  whic  i  are  too  often  the  object 
of  conventions,  and  »ucb  reforms  as  aim  at  whole  sys- 
tems of  (government.  Agitators,  in  all  periods  of  the 
world's  history,  have  generally  had  an  appetite  for  office 
which  swallowed  up  their  zeal  for  principle.  It  was  not 
by  such  men  thwt  the  constitution  of  Maryland  was 
formed,  but  by  the  heroes  and  sages  of  17T6,  the  con- 
|cript  fatbeis  of  our  Slate,  who  pledged  life,  fortune, 
and  sacred  honor,  for  the  achievement  of  their  country's 
freedom,  and  who  nobly  redeemed  tiiat  pledg^. 

When  this  traduced  constitution  was  formed,  it  re- 
ceived the  generttl  approbation  of  the  gslhnt  men  who 
were  then  engaged  in  an  unequal  and  perilous  strife  for 
the  Vindication  of  those  rights  of  the  people  which  my 
Colleague  seems  tu  think  they  misunderstood  so  strange- 
ly. When  its  provisions  were  read  to  one  of  the  sign- 
ers of  the  declaration  of  independence,  and  particularly 
that  one  which  fixes  the  orgdn'zatiou  of  the  Senate,  he 
excUimed,  "it  is  virgin  gold." 

The  framers  of  our  constitution  did  not  consider  po- 
litical powerasthe  sole  end  and  aim  of  6ov«:rnment. 
They  endeavored  to  establish  such  institutions  as  would 
secure  the  welfare  of  society,  and  maintain  inviolable 
the  rights  of  person  and  of  property.  Under  the  con- 
stitution thus  formed,  with  occasional  alterations,  the 
State  has  flouriahed  fur  sixty  year?,  with  as  few,  perhaps 


fewer,  abuses  of  government  than  have  fallen  to  the  lot 
of  other  communities  in  the  same  period.  The  people 
have  been  insensible  of  any  thing  like  tyranny  or  op« 
pr^ssion.  In  general,  m'dd  and  wholesome  lisri  hue 
been  enacted;  the  Executive  has  been  ^ilty  neither  of 
corruption  nor  of  extravagance — while  justice  hasbetn 
equally  dispensed  by  an  honest,  able,  and  independent 
Judiciary. 

Suddenly,  an  attempt  is  made  to  subvert  th^t  form  of 
govern ment^not  by  pursuing  the  constitutions!  method 
of  change-- nut  by  the  free,  spontaneous,  unforced  ie< 
tion  of  the  people,  nor  by  representatives  elected  for 
that  purpose  by  a  commanding  majority  of  the  people- 
not  becauae  of  any  grievances  too  intolersble  to  be 
borne,  nor  because  of  a  universal  or  very  general  wnii* 
ment  that  the  good  of  the  comntuntty  imperstively  re- 
quited it.     No,  sir;  this  revolution  was  attempted  by 
nineteen  individuals,  elected  for  a  far  different  purpose. 
How  many  of  these  nineteen  were  the  dupes  nf  the  bold- 
er and  mure  talented  electors — how  many  were  coerced, 
by  threats  of  party  vengeance,  into  an  acquiescence  in 
the  schemes  of- the  factious— I  know  not;  nar  can  I  teil 
who  first  planned  this  conspiracy  against  the  people  of 
Maryland.  But  the  public  voice  has  alreatfy  pronounced, 
that  the  recusant  electors  were  guilty  of  a  groFSsbuie 
of  pawer;  of  a  shameful  perversion  of  their  trust;  ofi 
reckless  and  arrogant  assutrtption  of  the  rights  of  the 
people,  whose  servants  they  were  for  a  special  purpoy, 
and  whose  master  they  assumed  to  be  for  the  hif^heit  of 
■II  political  purposes.     Let  me  give  you,  sir,  s  true  hi- 
tory  of  the  transaction.     In  September  last,  the  people 
of  Maryland,  by  counties  and  cities,  chose  forty  elector^ 
to  appoint  a  Senate.  The  constitution  requires  that  tb« 
electors  chosen  by  the  people  shall  meet,  at  the  city  c  J 
Annapolis,  on  the  third  Monday  of  September  next  enj 
aoing  their  elecion,  and  proceed  to  the  appointment  o 
fifteen  Senators.    Any  twenty-four  of  the  electors  coni 
stitute  a  qtiorum  for  thut  purpos<';  but,  before  they  ca^ 
act,  they  must  qualify  in  a  prescribed  manner,  partol 
which  is  the  taking  an  oath  to  support  the  constitution! 
The  election  of  a  Senate  having  been  completed,  theil 
du'ies  cesse,  and  their  oflSces  espire. 

In  the  late  electoral  college,  twenty-one  members 
composing  the  majority,  happened  to  entertain  opinion 
as  to  the  National  executive  distasteful  to  the  minority 
and  these  "immortal  nineteen,"  as  they  have  beel 
called,  because  they  could  not  wield  the  Government  t| 
the  purposes  of  their  faction,  determined  to  paraljzeQ 
destroy  it.  , 

They  refused  to  enter  in?o  the  college,  and  quaiif 
according  to  the  constitution.  They  assumerl  that  th 
minority  of  the  college  had  a  right  to  control  the  titsjoj 
ity.  They  had  the  audacity  to  demand  of  the  mHJoritj 
who  were  true  to  their  duty  and  to  their  constituent 
that  they  should  surrender  their  judgments  and  co| 
sciences  to  the  dictation  of  the  minority.  With  an  i\ 
frontery  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  arrogsnc*,  th^ 
required  that  the  majority  should  give  a  pledge  to  a 
lect,  as  members  of  the  new  Senate,  eight  persons  to  1 
nominated  by  the  mi  elver,  so  as  to  give  their  party  tl 
ascendency  in  the  Senate^upon  the  penalty,  that  oth^ 
wife  they  would  not  quvlify  as  electors,  and  would  thi 
prevent  the  formation  of  any  Senate  at  all.  Thus  th* 
claimed  that  right  of  election  which  the  constitution  ei 
presaly  vested  in  the  majority,  and  undertock  to  destr^ 
the  existence  or  defeat  the  operations  of  that  Gover 
ment  which  it  was  the  sole  purpose  of  their  appointme 
to  preserve  and  continue  in  regular  action. 

These  gentlemen  belonged  to  a  party  whrse  scrup 
lous  political  morals  cou!d  not  bear  the  lea^t  &uspici 
of  bargain  and  corruption.  Without  proof,  and  contra 
to  evidence,  they  had  clamored  for  eight  yeara  agaii 
the  gentleman  from  Maf  aachuscUa  and  the  Senator  fii 
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Kentucky,  tnd  charged  thero  with  a  dithonorable  com- 
pr^miie  to  obttin  power.  How  ctrcumttances  alter 
cutsind  principle!,  too,  air!  What  was  charged,  upon 
sujpieion  only,  as  a  acand«luus  bargain  between  the  emi- 
nent fttteimen  to  whom  I  have  alluded,  aa  a  diagraeeful 
hud  upon  tbe  people,  a  groae  violation  of  constitutional 
doty  and  republican  virtue,  was  openly  and  boldly  at- 
tempted by  themselves.  They  even  endeavored  to  vin- 
dicate it,  14  evincing  immaculate  purity,  patriotic  honei- 
tf  of  purpose,  strict  fidelity  to  their  constituents,  the 
higbetttsd  moat  exact  regard  to  the  limits  of  delegated 
power. 

Sir,  the  twenty-one  knew  too  well  their  righta  and 
their  duty  to  listen  for  a  moment  to  ao  flagitious  a  pro- 
poui.  Thry  were  not  to  be  menaced  into  intimidation^— 
not  to  be  bargained  into  a  compromiae— not  to  be  ae- 
doced  by  my  consideration  into  a  deaertion  of  their 
dttij.  They  knew  that  tbe  erranie  law,  under  which 
tHcy  held  their  appoinlment,  had  prescribed,  in  the 
ptiineK  manner,  the  single  specific  purpose  which  they 
vere  to  falfil,  and  how  they  were  to  fulfil  it.  They  re- 
fttied,  therefore,  to  enter  into  the  political  tnffie  pro- 
poml  to  thero,  and  left  it  to  the  othera  to  look  beyond 
the  lin^e  object  of  their  duty,  and  pretend  to  an  en- 
brped  guardianship  orer  the  general  good. 

Besides,  tbe  nineteen  had  not  qualified,  and  were  aa 
Ktelotbed  with  no  official  authority.  They  had  failed 
a  the  rery  first  step  of  their  duty.  They  had  not  even 
^piq  to  fulfil  their  comtitutional  obligmtiona.  No  pro- 
pyl, of  whatever  description,  therefore^  could  be  re- 
ceited  from  them;  leait  of  all,  such  ss  would  have  led 
1^  majority  to  betray  tbetr  constituents  and  violate 
iheir  constitutional  oaths. 

Theie  were  among  the  men  who  considered  nulltfiea- 
^  M  the  great  p<3ittcal  heresy  of  the  times.  They 
i^wght  it  St  least  moral  treason  in  a  aovei^lgn  fitate  to 
PM  in  ordinance  nullifying  an  act  of  Congreaa.  Tet  it 
*Hno  crime  in  tbem,  who  were  inveated  only  with  a 
ntle  brief  suthority,  to  play  the  fantastic  trick  which  I 
lave  described  upon  the  sovereignty  of  their  own  State. 
^Hen  they  became  candidatea  for  the  electoral  ool- 
'^f^  they  pledged  themaeU  es,  expressly  or  impliedly, 
"  to  lerve  if  elected.'*  This  service,  thus  promiseif,  was 
^performance  of  the  duty  enjoined  upon  them  by  tbe 
^<Matitatiofl;  nothing  le^  and  nothing  more.  That  duty 
*»  evaded,  their  pledges  violated,  and  the  constitution 
><)l>ficd  for  a  time,  by  ibe  next  alep  they  took.  They 
uTected  to  resign  their  seata  in  that  body  of  which  they 
*cre  not  quaiiftet)  membera  to  the  people,  whom  they 
■suited  and  betrayed  by  thia  mockery  of  a  reaignation. 
f^l  it  a  mockery,  because  they  could  not  resign. 
I"?  had  no  right  to  disorgantae  the  Government  by  so 
o^aqsrtifice.  They  could  not  east  off*  the  dutiea 
'^7  had  undertaken,  because  there  waa  no  provision  for 
^^Pl)lQg  their  places.  It  haa  been  well  aaid  that  they 
^  oo  more  right  to  reaign  the  officea  they  had  assumed 
19111  tbe  auicide  haa  to  avoid  hia  parental  duties,  by  sur* 
^riaf  his  obligations  into  the  handa  of  his  Creator. 
^^  this  resignation  was  a  mockery  is  true  in  another 
*u^('  '"'^  '^"'^  ^^  tbem,  when  rebuked  by  the  pco- 
f^j  found  it  quite  aa  convenient  to  reaasume  their  trusts 
^  It  had  been  to  lay  them  down.  This  pretended  res- 
^ftitionibey  attempted  to  justify  in  a  manifesto,  aboond- 
't  «ith  fthallow  aophiatry  ahd  miserable  subterfuge. 
2^T  tileged  that  they  were  chosen  to  bring  about  a 
"^^'fie  in  the  form  of  government)  whereaa  they  were 
'P?oin>ed  for  the  single  and  obvioua  purpose  of  continu- 
^t  ^^  Government  aa  it  had  existed  for  sixty  yeara.  It 
'll*  not  true  that  all  the  countiea  which  elected  tbe  re* 
°*'*^«  were  in  favor  of  any  radical  change  in  the  con- 

wHMi.    Some  of  them  were  notorioualy  opposed  to 
7^  change,  and  bad  repeatedly  voted  against  it  by 

^«r  deicgitcs  in  tbe  Legialature.   In  none  of  them  waa 


a  revision  of  the  constitution  made  a  test  question.  The 
partiea  had  been  marahalled  every  where  on  the  ground 
of  preaidential  politics.  In  some  districts,  indeed,  the 
Van  Buren  party  brought  into  their  electioneering 
speeches,  at  collateral  topica,  the  State'a  appropriation 
for  internal  improTement,  and  the  bill  indemnifying  tbe 
sufferers  by  the  mob  at  Baltimoret  while,  in  other  placea, 
some  clamor  «raa  raiaed  about  the  tenure  of  oificeti.  But 
in  no  one  county  were  parties  drawn  oflTupon  the  qtiea- 
tion  of  reform.  There  are  many  reformera  among  the 
wh'gii,  many  who  eonaeientiously  believe  that  the  con- 
atitution  makea  a  wrong  distribution  of  political  power 
among  the  oountiesi  fir  our  system  of  government  pre- 
sents the  appearance  of  a  confederacy  of  eountiea,  in 
wbieh  eaeh  haa  equal  repreaentation  and  equal  power. 
I  know  that  mueh  complaint  has  been  made  on  this  score 
for  a  eonaiderable  period:  that  those  counties  which 
have  advanced  moat  rapidly  in  wealth  and  population 
deaire,  and  claim  as  their  right,  a  proportionate  increase 
of  power.  This  is  not  a  matter  of  aurpriae.  Their  wish 
ia  aa  natural  as  is  the  reluctance  of  the  amaller  counties 
to  part  with  any  portion  of  their  weight  in  the  Govern- 
ment. Yet,  notwithstanding  this  reluctance,  they  have 
not  been  unreaaonably  opposed  to  any  modification  of 
the  constitution. 

The  very  laat  Legialature  passed  a  bill  providi*  g  for 
the  formation  of  a  new  county,  with  equal  repreaenta- 
tion, out  of  the  fragmenta  of  other  and  larger  counties; 
and  at  the  same  session,  by  another  bill,  authorized  an 
increase  in  the  repreaentation  of  the  city  of  Baltimore : 
thua  making  a  considerable  alteration  in  the  distribution 
of  power  in  the  Houae  of  Delegates.  As  for  any  thor- 
ough, radical  change  in  thia  respect,  the  reformera 
tliemaetvea  have  never  been  able  to  agree.  They  have 
held  two  conventions,  which,  if  they  have  not  dissolved 
in  their  own  weakneas,  have  certainly  not  succeeded  in 
reeoneiling  varioua  theories,  and  concentrating  the  opin- 
ions of  their  members  and  constituents  upon  any  one 
specific  plan  of  reform.  Let  this  be  done.  Ltt  some 
known,  fixed  scheme  be  deliberately  presented  to  the 
people  for  their  consideration,  and  if  it  obtain  the  gen- 
eral aanetion,  my  lile  upon  it,  tbe  amaller  counties,  who 
know  what  iadue  to  public  opinion,  will  yield  their  pe- 
culiar intereat  to  the  general  good.  But  they  have  no 
idea  of  being  tricked  into  an  abandonment  of  the  consti- 
tution by  a  act  of  men  not  authorized,  constitut  onally 
or  otherwise,  to  meddle  with  sueh  matters,  and  one  of 
whom,  at  least,  aa  a  member  of  the  Legislature,  had 
alwaya  before  recorded  hia  vote  againat  it. 

My  colleague  [Mr.  Tbovas]  seems  to  clMim  for  the 
minority  of  the  college,  as  they  did  for  themselves,  sn 
amount  of  power  not  granted  by  the  constitution,  be- 
csuse  they  represented  a  portion  of  the  State  containing 
a  much  larger  population,  both  white  and  federal,  than 
the  residue  of  the  State  re-presented  bv  the  twenty-one. 
It  is  scarcely  neceasary  to  expoae  thia  fallacy;  but  surely 
he  does  not  mean  to  claim  the  aupport  of  the  very  large 
minoritiea  in  that  aeetion  whose  votes  were  caat  against 
the  nineteen.  I  will  only  aay,  on  this  head,  that  ifrhen 
the  constitution  is  aet  aside,  and  numbera  are  to  be 
counted,  the  arithmetic  should  be  exact,  and  aM  due 
subtractiona  be  made.  At  all  eventa,  I  believe,  sir,  that 
at  the  Noveml>er  election  a  majority  of  the  "  white  pop- 
ulation" of  the  countiea  repreaented  by  the  nineteen  will 
put  the  aeal  of  condemnation  upon  the  doctrinea  and 
pretencea  of  their  unfaithful  electors. 

As  to  the  right  of  the  people  to  change  their  frame  of 
government,  no  one  deniea  it.  It  neraa  no  parade  of 
authoritiea  to  satisfy  the  people  of  Maryland  of  thoae  un- 
alienable righta  which  every  sciolist  underatand?,  and  the 
knowledge  of  which  is  aa  common  to  them  aa  the  ytry 
air  they  breathe.  They  know,  too,  that  between  revo- 
lution and  cottstitotional  change  there  is  no  middle 
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course.  A  revolution  may  be  peaceful  and  bloodless, 
where  there  is  a  g^eneral  acquiescence  in  it.  Where 
there  ia  not  such  a  common  consent,  where  parties  are 
equally  arrayed  in  opposition,  it  must  needs  be  forcible 
and  violent)  and  whichever  party  succeeds,  the  triumph 
roust  be  a  melancholy  one,  which  all  good  men  will  de- 
plore. Tt^  right  of  change  can  present  but  two  aspects — 
the  one  above  and  beyond  the  constitutional  charter, 
which  is  reYoltition-*the  other  under  and  in  strict  ac- 
cordance with  the  constitution.  A  diflferent  theory  con- 
tradicts the  wisdom  of  sges,  and  endangers  the  only  safe- 
guards of  regulated  liberty.  If  the  irregular  action  of 
the  popular  will  can  be  substituted  for  constitutional 
proceedings,  we  slisll  have  new  constitutions  worked  up 
by  every  fresh  ferment,  and  laws  enacted  and  repealed 
amidst  the  tumult  of  primary  assemblies.  This  would 
throw  society  into  wretched  confusion,  and  benefit  no 
one,  except,  perhaps,  the  demagogue  who  had  boldness 
and  addreu  enough  to  "  ride  on  the  whirl «ind  and  di- 
rect the  atorm.*'  It  is  to  regulate  and  steady  the  popu- 
lar will  that  constitutions  are  formed  and  laws  enacted; 
and  if  delegated  agents  may  violate  them  with  impunity, 
upon  such  pretences  as  (hose  of  the  nineteen,  there  will 
soon  be  an  end  to  law,  order,  peace,  and  freedom. 

That  the  minority  of  the  electoral  college  conaidered 
their  course  as  destructive  of  the  Government,  is  appa- 
rent from  the  address  which  they  put  forth  to  the  peo- 
ple. In  this  they  recommend  the  immediate  appoint- 
ment of  a  convention,  with  power  to  continue  the  com- 
missions of  all  civil  and  military  officers  until  a  new 
Government  eould  be  formed.  Who  gave  them  this  au- 
thority? What  freeman  at  the  polls  ever  dreamed  that 
he  was  voting  for  dictstors,  who  would  destroy  the  con- 
stitution under  which  they  were  appointed,  and  com- 
mand the  people  to  construct  another/  What  citisen 
imagined  that  his  country  was  about  to  be  plunged  into 
a  revolution — that  all  the  checks  and  forms  of  nreedom 
were  about  to  be  violated — the  constitu'ion  to  be  laughed 
to  scorn — ^the  bulwarks  of  the  law,  which  protect  and 
defend  all  alike,  to  be  swept  away  in  a  moment,  and 
popuUr  excitement  and  partisan  fury  to  take  place  of 
thut  calm  deliberation,  that  sober  moderation,  and  con- 
scientious judgment,  without  which  no  safe  or  good  gov- 
ernment can  be  formed  /  Sir,  the  people,  of  whatever 
political  cast,  saw  the  whole  dnft  of  this  proceeding.  A 
porti  m  of  the  Van  Buren  party  reprobated  it  openly 
and  frankly — others  condemned  it  by  a  silent  vote  at  the 
polls;  and  many,  who  could  not  j>reak  their  party  tier, 
yet  joined  in  the  general  condemnation.  The  result  has 
given  me  increased  confidence  in  the  virtue  and  ssgacity 
of  the  people.  They  will  not  "see  the  right,  and  yet 
the  wrong  pursue;'*  and  though  they  may  be  deceived 
for  a  time,  by  artful  politicians,  they  are  certain  at  last 
to  sift  the  wheat  from  the  chaff. 

1  regret,  sir,  that  1  have  been  compelled  to  say  thus 
much  on  a  subject  not  directly  of  national  concern,  and 
to  consider  Michigan  as  being  almost  terra  incognita, 
during  this  debate.  I  have  not  the  least  objection  to  her 
admission  into  the  Union,  although  the  proceedings  have 
been  irregular,  and  should  not  be  permitted  to  grow  into 
a  precedent.  The  population  of  the  Territory  is  sufE- 
cient,  certainly.  Congress  has,  I  think,  the  right  and 
the  power  to  prescribe  her  boundaries,  and  has  exer- 
cised that  power  definitely.  Uut  the  bill,  on  which  we 
are  now  about  to  vote,  recites  the  performance  of  a  con- 
dition which,  in  my  opinion,  hsa  not  been  performed; 
and  1  am  not  willing  to  give  my  assent  to  the  doctrines 
by  which  it  has  been  attempted  to  justify  these  irregu- 
larities. 

Mr.  CUSHMAN  then  obtained  the  floor,  and  said  he 
would  respectfully  submit  to  the  House,  whether  this 
question  had  not  been  sufficiently  debated.  He  waa 
himself  perfectly  satisfied  that  it  had  been,  and  he  there- 
'nrc  moved  the  previous  question. 


all 
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The  previous  question  waa  seconded,  and  the 
queation  ordered,  aeverally,  without  a  division. 
Mr.  CHAPIN  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 

Question,  being  the  pssssge  of  the  bill;  whxh  were  or- 
ered,  and  were:  Yeas  132,  nays  43,  as  follows: 

YSAS— Messrs.  Adamp,  C.  Allan,  Anthony,  Aah,  Asb 
ley.   Barton,  Bean,    Beaumont,  Bell,  Black,    Bock.<r«*. 
Bouldin,  Bovee,    Bo}d,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Burnai.     •>. 
Calhoon,  Cambreleng,  Campbell,  Carr,  Carter,  Cas^y, 
Chaney,  Chapman,  Chaptn,  N.  H.  Claiborne,  J.  F.    I-I 
Claiborne,  Connor,  Cramer,  Cuahman,  Denny,  Double- 
day,  Drorogoole,  Dunlap,  Efner,  Psriin,  Foreirter,  Fr>i 
Fuller,    Galbraith,    J.    Garland,    R.    Garland,    Glaol- 
aon,  Gillet,  Glascock,  Graham,  Grantland,  Grayaoo»  Ha- 
ley, J.  Hall,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  A.  G.  Harriaon,  Ha 
Hawkins,  Haynes,   Henderson,  Herod,  Holt,  How 
Hubley,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  J.  Jubnaon,  R. 
M.  Johnson,  C.   Johnson,  B.  Jones,   Kennon,  K  Igore, 
RUngensmith,  Lane,  Lansing,  Lay,  J.  Lee,  T.  Lee,  1^. 
Lea,  Leonard,  Logan,  Lnyail,  Lucaa,  Lyon,  A.  lffann« 
J.   Mann,  W.  Mason,  M.  Maaon,   May,   McComaa,    Mc- 
Kay, Mckim,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Muhlenberg-^ 
PAg^t  Parks,  Patterson,  Patton,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Pe>ton, 
Pinckney,  John  ReynoUa,  Joseph  Reynolds,   Richard- 
son,   Robertson,   Rogers,   Schcnck,    Seymour,    A.     H. 
Shepperd,   Shields,   Shinn,    Sickles,   Smith,    Spragur, 
Standefer,   Sutherland,   Taylor,   Thomas,   Toucey,    J. 
Thomson,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener,  Ward,  Ward- 
well,    Washington,    Webster,    Weeks,   White,    T.    T. 
Whittlesey,  Tell—132. 

Nats— Messrs.  Bailey,  Bond,  J.  Chambera,  Chct- 
wocxl,  Corwin,  Crane,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Elmore,  Ev- 
ans, Graves,  Griffin,  Hsrdin,  Harlan,  Haaeltine,  Hiester, 
Hoar,  Hopkins,  IngeraoU,  Janea,  Jarvts,  Jenifer,  Law- 
rence, Lewis,  Lincoln,  S.  Mason,  Mercer,  Milligmn,  J. 
A.  Pearce,  Pearson,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Potts,  Reed, 
Rusaell,  Steele,  Slorer,  Taliaferro,  W.  Thompaon,  Un- 
derwood, E.  Whitileaey,  L.  Willams,  S.  Williams — 4S. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

[When  the  name  of  Mr.  Wiaa  was  called,  that  gentle- 
man roae  in  his  place,  and  aaked  to  be  excused  froisi  To- 
ting, on  the  grvund  that  he  bad  been  absent  during  the 
whole  discussion  on  the  bill,  (on  the  select  commit teea 
of  which  Mr.  W.  is  a  membert)  which  was  granted.] 

The  House  then  adjourned,  at  6  o'clock,  P.  M. 

TBuaaDAT,  Javuabt  36. 

WASHINGTON  COUNTY  TURNPIKE  COMPANY, 

MISSOURI. 

Mr.  HARRISON,  of  Missouri,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands,  reported,  with  an  amendment.  Senate 
bill  to  authorize  the  Waahlngton  County  Turnpike  Com- 
pany, in  the  State  of  Missouri,  to  loeate  and  construct  a 
road  through  the  public  lands.  The  original  bill  granted 
a  right  of  way  one  hundred  and  eighty  feet  wide,  and 
the  amendment  proposed  to  strike  out  the  words  *'  and 
eighty/' so  aa  to  leave  it  '<  one  hundred  feet  wide.'* 
The  amendment  having  been  concurred  in,  Mr.  H. 
moved  that  the  bill  be  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  HARDIN  ezpreased  a  wisl^to  have  the  charter 
read  to  the  House. 

Mr.  HARRISON  replied  that  he  had  not  a  copy  in  bis 
possession,  but  his  recollection  of  it  was  that  the  compa- 
ny  had  ten  yeara  to  complete  the  road,  and  five  to  com- 
mence it.  three  of  which  had  expired.  The  road  was  to 
be  from  thirty.five  to  forty  miles  in  length,  and  opened 
a  direct  communication  between  the  mineral  tract  in 
Misaouri  and  the  Miuiasippi  riveri  and  all  the  bill  pro%  i- 
ded  for  waa  a  right  of  way. 

Mr.  HOWELL  had  objections  to  the  bill.     The  first    > 
was,  that  it  granted  a  greater  width  than  waa  given  to 
other  roads  of  the  same  character i  and  the  next,  and 
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iDore  ioportant,  was,  that  the  survey  was  not  required 
to  be  made  till  the  riMul  was  completed,  which  would 
have  the  eiFect  thereby  of  suspending^  all  the  sales  of  the 
public  finds  in  the  immediate  Ticlnity,  or  any  where  in 
the  Tteinity.  Mr.  H.  would  therefore  auggest  the  pro- 
priety of  so  amending  the  bill  as  to  require  the  survey 
and  location  to  be  returned  as  soon  at  made. 

Hr.  HARDIN  objected  to  (he  bill  on  another  ground: 
its  wtQt  of  limitation  as  to  the  number  of  depots  the 
compiny  might  construct  on  the  public  lands;  and  he 
nigfestcd  its  commitment  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
H  ioie,  and  made  that  motion. 

Mr.  BOOK  suggested  that,  if  the  bill  were  committed, 
it  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  HARDIN  accordingly  made  that  motion. 

Hr.  PARKS  said  a  communication  was  expected  from 
the  Poitmuter  General,  on  the  subject  of  securing  the 
transportation  of  the  mails  on  railroads;  and  he  hoped 
tK)  more  bills  granting  right  of  way  would  be  paaaed 
til!  then. 

Mr.  HiSDiv's  motion  waa  then  put  and  agreed  to, 
and  the  bill  recommitted. 

FREEDOM  OF  ELECTIONS. 

After  (he  reception  of  sundry  reports  from  commit- 
tee!, 

The  Rouse  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  unlin- 
M  badness,  being  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bill  for  leave 
tointrodace  "  a  bill  to  secure  the  freedom  of  elections." 

Mr.  BELL  resumed  and  continued  his  remarks,  (as 
pvcn  entire  heretofore,)  till  a  motion  was  made  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  orders  of  the  day;  which  waa  agreed  to. 

PAY  AND  MILEAGE  OF  MEMBERS. 

Hie  "bill  to  e&tablish  a  more  uniform  rule  of  compu- 
^  the  mileage  and  per  diem  compensation  of  members 
•rCoofreas"  coming  up  on  its  third  reading — 

Mr.  WARDWELL  a»ked  the  Speaker  whether  this 
^>n  must  not  be  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
^bole,  under  the  rules  of  the  House,  on  account  of  its 
"wkiiig  a  charge  upon  the  Treaaury. 

The  SPEAKER  dt  c' ded  that  the  objection  came  too 
^^-  It  oagbt  to  have  been  made  before  the  bill  was 
^ered  lo  a  third  reading. 

Xr.  WARDWELL  then  observed  that  lie  was  oppo- 
^  to  the  bill  in  ita  preaent  ahape.  He  had  no  interest 
^  the  matter.  But  be  was  unwilling  to  pass  a  law  to 
t*pente  upon  those  who  should  come  after  him,  and  not 
^tnxz  upon  himself. 

He  vas  opposed  to  it,  also,  becauae  it  was  unequal  in 
1^  operation  upon  different  members.  In  aome  inatan- 
cOi  the  mail  route  by  land  would  be  longer  than  the 
nscteby  water,  by  which  members  alwa)S  travel. 

He  hftd  inother  objection.  The  bill  before  the  House 
permiti  members  to  come  into  the  District,  and  stay 
*^>7  from  the  bulineas  of  the  House  (he  whole  session, 
*^yet  receive  their  pay  for  every  day  of  the  session; 
while  tboie  who  should  go  from  the  Diatrict  for  a  few 
^IS  on  account  of  sickness  or  any  urgent  business, 
*wk!  not  receive  it.  The  bill  is  wrong,  and  be  would 
aote  to  bare  it  committed,  for  the  purpoae  of  amend- 
1^°^  were  it  not  for  the  demonstrationa  the  o  her  day 
'at »  Urge  a  majority  was  in  favor  of  it,  with  all  ita  im- 
P^nections. 

Mf  SUTHERLAND  had  voted  for  the  bill  the  other 
^Xi  but  he  should  have  no  objection  to  aee  it  modified. 
He  laid  the  compensation,  be  it  what  it  might,  ought  to  be 
j*^t,  and  proportionably  equal$  but  the  present  bill  was 
*^^^ imperfect.  He  agreed,  also,  with  the  gentle- 
^n  iTom  New  York,  that  they  ought  to  paaa  a  law  ap- 
vV^%  to  themselves,  and  not  magnanimously  pass  one 
"^'"^pupon  their  successors!  lie  was  for  meting  out 
i^^t  and  beginning  at  home.     He  was  thoroughly 


convinced  that  those  who  wished  to  come  back  again 
ought  not  to  wish  for  the  passage  of  this  bill,  for  the 
people  would  generally  condemn  it  when  they  became 
acquainted  with  the  facts. 

Mr.  TURRILL  inquired  whether  the  committee 
named  in  the  hill  was  a  joint  committee. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  was  a  joint  committee. 

Mr.  TURRILL  said  so  he  supposed.  He  did  not  know 
that  any  thing  he  could  say  againat  this  bill,  in  these 
times  of  popularity-seeking  on  a  small  scale,  would 
have  much  if  any  effect  {  but,  as  he  had  made  up  bia  mind 
to  vote  againat  the  bill,  he  felt  called  upon  to  state  one 
or  two  objections  to  it,  in  addition  to  those  which  have 
already  been  urged  by  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Ward  well,] 
and  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
SuTBBBLAHD,]  who  hsB  juBt  taken  his  seat.  This  bill  is 
intended  to  provide  for  equalising  the  mileage  of  mem- 
bers of  this  House.  At  the  commencement  of  each  ses- 
sion, the  bill  requires  that  a  committee  shall  be  appointed 
to  examine  into  the  huneaty  of  mcmbets,  and  fix  their 
mileagei  and  it  would  seem  that  it  was  apprehended  that 
there  might  be  a  diflieutty  in  finding  membera  of  this 
House  possessing  sufficient  integrity  and  capacity  to  con- 
stitute this  committee;  for  the  bill  provides  that  you 
shall  go  to  the  other  branch  of  the  Legialaturc,  and  call 
in  three  Senatora  to  aid  in  this  investigation  of  mileage, 
ao  aa  to  prevent  the  three  members  of  the  committee  se- 
lect* d  from  this  House  from  allowing  too  much  mileage 
to  the  representatives.  Sir,  said  Mr.  T.,  if  there  must 
be  a  committee,  let  it  be  composed  of  members  of  this 
House.  I  am  opposed  to  going  to  the  Senate  for  any 
portion  of  it.  Mr.  T.  thotight  that  the  mileage  ahould 
be  equalised  if  it  could  be  done,  and  he  was  willing  to 
hive  it  adjusted  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House,  or  the  Ser- 
geant-at  arms,  and  each  individual  member,  but  he  could 
not  vote  for  a  bill  which  required  each  member  of  this 
House  to  be  examined  by  a  joint  committee  in  relation 
to  his  mileage. 

Mr.  LANE  said  he  had  nothing  to  lose  or  gain  by  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  for  bis  residence  was  so  situated  that 
be  could  travel  either  by  water  or  by  stage  from  his  own 
door.  It  80  happened  that  he  could  love  nothing,  retro- 
spectively, by  any  of  ita  provisions,  for  he  had  never  lost 
a  single  day  or  hour  since  he  had  the  honor  of  being  a 
member  of  that  House i  and  that  he  had  charged  his  mile- 
age u|>on  the  neareat  route.  He,  however,  conaidered 
thia  bill,  though  not  intended  to  be  ao,  a  direct  attack 
upon  the  Weatern  members)  and  he  went  on  to  show  the 
incoDveoienoea  that  would  be  attendant  on  comptlling 
memben  to  travel  by  the  mail  route  in  the  Wettern 
States,  especially  where  the  mails  were  transported  only 
on  honebaek.  It  was  enough  if  members  travelled  by 
the  usual  travelling  route.  If  it  was  so  amended  as  to 
require  members  to  travel  by  the  most  direct  mail  route, 
where  the  mail  was  carried  in  atagea,  he  would  then  be 
better  pleaaed  with  the  bill,  as  it  regarded  others. 

Mr.  CLAIBORNE,  of  Mississippi,  stated  that  in  trav- 
elling the  river  route,  he  and  bis  colleague,  and  the 
members  from  Louistans,  did  travel  by  the  regular  mail 
route,  for  the  mail  descended  and  came  up  the  Missis- 
sippi. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  South  Carolina,  contended  that 
those  who  lived  at  the  greatest  western  distance  were 
beat  off,  and  made  most  money,  on  account  of  the  facili- 
ties of  river  travel,  independent  of  the  ease  and  comfort 
of  being  on  board  a  ateamboat.  Mr.  1\  went  intu  a  de- 
tail of  the  present  inequalities  of  the  mode  of  charging. 

Mr.  BOON  had  voted  for  the  engrosament  of  this  bill, 
and  at  that  time  it  was  his  intention  to  have  voted  also 
for  its  final  passage;  but  on  a  re-examination  of  it,  and 
after  having  heard  what  he  had,  a  radical  change  had 
taken  place  in  bis  determination.  The  bill  proposed  one 
thing  with  regard  to  members  charging  their  own  mile- 
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age,  which  was  done  at  prcientt  via:  that  each  member 
should  certify.  So  did  each  member  now.  If,  however, 
any  change  was  to  be  wrought,  let  them  bring  it  about 
first  on  themselves,  and  not  enact  a  Buncombe  measure, 
to  bear  only  on  those  who  were  to  come  after  them.  He 
preferred  it  should  lie  over  till  the  commencement  of  the 
next  Congress. 

Mr.  CRAIG  supported  the  bill,  and  briefly  replied  to 
Mr.  Laitb  and  others.  The  extraordinary  racilities  for 
travelling,  of  late  years,  rendered  the  change  proposed 
by  the  bill  absolutely  indispensable. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  after  a  few  remarks  show- 
ing the  imperfections  of  the  bill,  moved  to  commit  it  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  RBNCHER  (who  onginally  reported  the  bill) 
entered  into  a  general  argument  in  defence  of  ita  several 
provisions. 

Mr.  PARKBR  expressed  his  satisifaction  with  the  bill, 
and  his  intention  to  vote  for  it.  The  improvements  in 
travelling  required  a  total  revision  of  the  mode  of  chsrg- 
ing;  and  the  bill  proposed  nothing  more  than  fixing  a 
fair  and  equal  ratio.  So  far  from  the  provisions  of  the 
bill  going  too  far,  he  would  have  voted  for  it  if  some  of 
them  hsd  gone  still  further. 

Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky,  contended  that,  by  a 
fair  construction  of  the  law,  members  were  justified  in 
travellmg  the  route  ususlly  taken  by  ninety-nine  out  of 
one  hundred  of  the  travelling  community.  The  fact  was 
well  known  to  th<ise  acquainted  with  the  geography  of 
the  Western  country,  that  if  membera  were  invariably 
required  to  travel  by  the  nearest  route,  they  would  be 
unable,  at  inclement  seasons  of  the  ycv,  to  go  by  that 
route.     He  should  vote  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  designated  this  as  a  poor,  mis. 
erable  dish,  brought  forward  year  after  year;  and  al- 
though charges  were  not  directly  made,  they  were  made 
in  the  most  obnoxious  form,  for  they  were  implied  char- 
ges, and  the  impression  went  abroad  that  members  look 
more  than  they  were  entitled  to.  Though  Mr.  C.  bad 
himself  come  to  the  conclusion  that  no  member  bad 
charged  more  than  be  had  a  right  to  cbsrge  under  the 
construction  put  upon  the  law  by  all  the  presiding  offi- 
cers i>f  the  House  for  the  Ust  twenty  yeara,  yet  be  hoped 
the  House  wotild  make  at  least  one  effort  to  get  rid  of 
the  subject.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  bill  would  pasp, 
with  all  its  imperfection*,  many  as  they  had  been  descri- 
bed to  br,  upon  its  head. 

Mr.  PATTON  hoped  the  bill  would  b«  committed^ 
for,  if  it  were,  he  would  move  a  proviso  that  no  RepK- 
sentative  or  Delegate  to  Congress  should  be  allowed  to 
receive  a  sum  exceeding  the  rate  of  eight  dolbrs  a  dsy, 
from  the  end  of  one  session  to  the  time  of  taking  biaaeat 
at  another.  It  was  susceptible  of  proof,  from  the  jour- 
nals, that  such  hsd  been  the  case  heretofore. 

Mr.  YELL  said  the  members  from  the  West,  at  the 
present  time,  not  only  went  the  route  laid  down  by  tbe 
construction  given  to  the  law  for  years  past,  but  they 
also  travelled  the  usual  and  only  feasible  route.  If  tbe 
members  from  Arkansaa  were  tied  down  to  travel  only 
by  the  mail  route,  they  would  gel  nothing  for  a  large 
part  of  tbe  way,  for  their  mail  facilities  were  few  at 
present  in  that  State.  The  fact  was,  the  bill  waa  levelled 
at  the  Western  States  and  Territoriea.  If  theae  attacks 
were  continually  made  upon  the  West,  the  dsy  was  not 
very  f^r  distant  when  this  spot  would  be  a  howling  wil- 
derness, for  in  less  than  twenty  years  the  seat  of  the 
Generiil  Government  would  be  removed  west  of  the 
mountains.  K,  however.  Western  gentlemen  were  get- 
ting ton  much,  let  the  wsg«s  be  reduced.  He  therefore 
moved  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  be  instructed 
to  report  that  the  per  diem  compensation  be  reduced  to 
six  doUarsi  and  that  the  same  committee  be  also  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  and  necessity  of  remo- 


ving the  seat  of  Government  to  some  eligible  point  m 
the  Ohio  or  Mississippi  rivers. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  remarked  that  they  had  coniamed 
nearly  the  whole  day  in  the  discussion  of  this  bill;  and  u 
he  bad  very  little  doubt  but  that  every  member  bid 
made  up  his  mind  how  he  would  vote,  therefore,  to  test 
the  sense  of  the  House  whether  the  discussioo  ihoQid  be 
continued,  be  moved  the  previous  ouestion. 

The  House  refused  to  second  the  motion:  Yeti71, 
oaya  73.  And  the  queation  recurring  on  the  instruclioni 
moved  by  Mr.  Yax.&, 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  made  an  earnest  opposition  to  (be 
general  proviaionB  of  tbe  bill,  showing  how  unequilljr  it 
bore  upon  the  memt>erB  from  the  West  and  other  ptrti 
of  the  country.  He  explained  that,  though  once  in  fiTor 
of  removing  the  seat  of  Government,  he  was  so  ao  lonfer, 
for  he  did  not  desire  the  noble  and  generous  soil  of  the 
West  to  be  contaminated.  He  himself  had  always  tnt* 
elled  by  tbe  only  practicable  though  not  tbe  direct  hod 
route,  and  charged  for  the  route  he  was  compeUrd  to 
travel.  He  inquired  if  any  member  had  ever  deducted 
a  dollar  for  lost  time. 

Mr.  HAWKINS  said  he  had,  to  a  very  considenbie 
amount. 

Mr.  BROWN  moved  to  lay  the  bill  and  iostructionion 
the  table,  and  aaked  for  the  yeaa  and  nays  on  bit  motiotii 
which  were  ordered.  And  tbe  question,  being ttkeo, 
was  decided  in  the  negative:  Yeaa  58,  nays  138. 

The  House  refusing  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  Ubie,  tbe 
queation  then  recurred  upon  the  motion  to  oominit  the 
bill  with  inatructiona. 

Mr.  PARKS  moved  that  tbe  House  adjouni,  but  viib- 
drew  the  motion  at  the  request  of  the  Speaker. 

TEXAS. 

A  message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States  vu 
received,  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  Houie  of 
Representatives  of  the  17ih  instant,  requesting  the  Frei* 
ident  to  lay  before  tbe  House,  if  not  mcompstible  vitb 
the  public  interests,  any  information  in  his  posseniun 
showing  the  condition  of  the  political  relstioni  betvccn 
the  United  States  and  Mexico^  and,  also,  any  furtberin- 
formation  that  he  may  have  receivc^d  as  to  the  coodition 
of  Texas. 

Mr.  HOWARD  moved  the  reference  of  the  message 
and  documents  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affsirf,  and 
thst  the  same  be  printed.  i 

Mr.  BOYD  inquired  if  it  would  be  in  order  to  moTfi 
instructions  to  the  committee^ 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would. 

Mr.  PARRS  clsinied  the  floor. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  gentleman  from  Uaine 
yielded  the  floor  to  enable  the  Chair  to  preKnt 
communication.     He  could  not,  therefore,  clsitn  it 
matter  of  right. 

Mr.  BOYD  then  moved  to  amend  the  motion  of  >lr- Ho 
Aao,  bf  adding  instructions  to  the  committee  to  rcpoK 
resolution  acknowledging  the  independence  of  Texas. 

Mr.  CHAIG  hoped  the  gentleman  would  not  cicatf' 
debate  at  this  late  hour,  by  endeavoring  to  attach  ti 
resolution  to  these  documents. 

Mr.  UEED  asked  for  the  reading  of  the  message  ai 
documents. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  an  arljoumment. 

Mr.  CLAIBORNE,  of  Mississippi,  called  for  (hey 
and  nays  on  the  motion  to  adjourn {  which  tbe  Ho' 
would  not  oriler. 

And  (he  House  adjourned. 


PRIDAT,  JaVUAXT  27. 

REPRESENTATIVE  FROM  MICHIGAN. 
Mr.  THOMAS  moved  that  Isaac  E.  Cbaev,  who  «J 

in  attendance  from  the  State  of  Miohigan,  and  wh4 
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ercdciitiilt  vere  presented  at  the  Ust  session  of  CongrcM» 
bt  nov  qui)ifie<),  sworn,  and  assig^ned  to  bis  seat. 

Mr.  ROBBRTSON  said  be  felt  himself  compelled, 
le^  reluctantly,  to  oppose  the  motion  made  by  the 
fenUegian  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Thokas.]  He  bad  with 
pleanire  voted  for  the  admissioii  of  Michigan  into  the 
I'flioo,  iml  would,  with  equal  plessure,  vote  for  the  re- 
eeption  of  the  gentleman  cUiming  a  seat  on  this  floor  as 
her  RepreienUtire.  [Mr.  Cbast,]  did  be  not  enterUin  a 
deep-settled  conviction  that  in  so  doing  he  would  vioUte 
the  Mih  lie  bad  Uken  to  support  the  constitution.  It 
viii  tense  of  duty  alone,  without  the  least  expectation 
ibat  (be  House  would  concur  with  him,  that  constrained 
him  to  swet  the  proposition  at  the  threshold.  The 
queition  wts  one  certainly  of  tho  highest  importance, 
ud  not  settled,  as  he  believed,  by  any  well-considered 
precedent.  He  wibhed  no  delay.  His  object  was  that 
It  nif  ht  be  disposed  of  promptly  and  satisfaotorily  to  all 
who  doubted,  or  had  not  fully  examined  it|  and  with 
(hit  fiew  be  should  move  that  all  matters  touching  the 
eketion,  quiliacation,  and  return,  of  Isaac  E.  CaAnr.^e 
referred  to  the  standing  committee  especially  appointed 
lo  ntke  luch  investigations. 

Mr.  R.  liid  tint,  as  a  member  of  the  Judiciary  Com- 
■iitee,  the  duly  had  devolved  upon  him,  during  the  last 
fA  proent  tesMon,  of  examining  all  questions  connected 
*4b(betpplication  of  Michigan  for  admission  into  the 
bwio.  It  vould  be  irregular,  at  this  time,  to  enter 
mRj  ioto  the  reasons  which  had  regulated  bis  course 
cpon  thtt  nibjeet,  although  he  had  been  deprived  of  an 
^portonity  of  doing  ao  during  the  brief  period  allowed 
br  lu  difcosiion.  He  would  ask  leave,  however,  to 
*>esest  some  of  those  which  had  a  more  immediate 
^n;  upon  the  queation  now  pending. 

It  tould  appear,  aaid  Mr.  R.,  from  the  ofBcial  certifl- 
«fe  exhibited  by  Mr.  CnAar,  that  the  election  by  virtue 
« thich  he  claims  a  seat  in  the  House  took  place  in  Oc* 
jjher,  1835.  At  that  time,  Michigan  wu  undeniably  a 
Territory  of  the  United  States;  and  she  never  ceased  to 
M  such,  ts  be  should  contend,  until  yesterday,  when 
^vu  for  the  first  time  admitted  into  the  Union.  It 
*"<nie  she  had  framed  a  constitution,  adapted  to  the 
^^tionoraSUte.  But  that  constitution  had  neither 
"tenuitboriied  nor  recognised  by  Congress.  He  would 
f*  uy  the  previous  aasent  of  Congress  was,  in  all  cases, 
"dipensible.  Had  the  boundariea  within  which  the 
M'ure  Suie  of  Michigan  was  to  be  comprised  been  de- 
^^tly  prescribed,  a  aubsequent  recognition  might 
■uhI  in  the  place  of  previous  consent.  But  the  desig. 
"'(■onortboK  boundaries  belonged  exclusively  to  Con- 
pm.  The  whole  Northwestern  Territory  then  re- 
•liouig  might,  under  the  ordinance,  be  consolidated 
^  one  sute,  or  divided  into  two,  as  Congress  might 
J^«  nost  expedient.  Until  its  will  was  declared  upon 
^pnnt,  there  was  no  particular  portion  of  the  Terri- 
*)  that  could  undertoke  to  erect  itself  into  a  State,  and 
^Bpon  its  own  limits.  Bven  after  Michigan  had  un- 
■>*<u(lr  tiramed  that  power.  Congress  might  have 
7^  ber  and  Witconain  into  one  State,  or  so  divided 
^ Jhole  Territory  aa  to  throw  half  of  the  inhabitants 
|\M«hi|an  into  one  State  and  half  into  the  other.  In 
rB|«tofhct,  it  did  subsequently  most  materially  change 
^iQitiattamed  by  Michigan,  snd  make  her  assent  to 
?|^JJ'**'^S[es  fundamental  condition  of  admiaston  into 
J«  Uition.  There  was,  then,  a  preliminary  act  to  be 
f^hy  Congress,  when  Michigan  formed  her  constitu- 

«.  until  the  performance  of  which,  neither  the  people 

M«hij{tn,  nor  of  any  other  portion  of  the  Northwest- 
^Terrnory,  nor  of  the  whole  Territory,  could  lawfully 
^nute  a  separate  community,  authorised  to  frame  a 
'»*WutioB  or  State  Government. 
J«t  vert  this  otherwise,  had  the  limits  of  Michigan 
'^•<lcfinitivcly  fixed  by  Congress,  and  iU  assent  given 
Vol.  XI1I..95 


to  the  formation  of  the  constitution,  still  Mr.  R.  con- 
tended that,  until  the  final  act  of  admission  into  the 
Union,  Michigan  remained  subject  to  the  Territorial  Gov* 
ernment  of  the  United  States)  that  ahe  could  not,  until 
then,  be  entitled  to  representation  in  Congress,  nor  con- 
sequently to  elect  Representatives.     He  was  aware  it 
had  been  asserted  that  she  became  a  sovereign  State 
prior  to  her  admissionj  thst  Congress  could  only  admit 
States,   not  Territories!  and  that  the  Territory  must 
therefore  become  a  State  before  it  could  be  admitted. 
This  doctrine,  specious  aa  it  may  seem,  was  not  sound. 
It  was  in  direct  conflict  with  the  original  deeds  of  ces- 
sion, the  ordinsnce  of  13ih  of  July,  1787,  and  the  con* 
stiiution  of  the  United  States.     He  would  refer  to  the 
4th  article  of  the  ordinance  especistly,  which  declares 
that  '<  TheTerritoriea  (of  which  Michigan  is  a  part)  and 
the  Statea  which  may  be  formed  therein  ahall  forever 
remain  a  part  of  this  confederacy,  subject  to  the  articles 
of  confederation,  snd  to  such  alterations  therein  as  shall 
be  constitutionally  made,  and  to  all  acts  and  ordinances 
of  the  United  Statea  in  Congress  aatembled,  oonformable 
thereto."    Upon  the  supposition  that  Michigan  became 
a  State  prior  to  her  admiaaion,  she  must  from  that  mo- 
ment have  ceased  to  be  a  part  of  the  confederacy,  or 
subject  to  its  laws.     She  was  no  longer  a  Territory,  and 
could  not  therefore  be  under  a  Territorial  Government. 
No  one  would  contend  that  a  State  Government  and  m 
Territorial  Government  could  coexiat  over  the  ssme 
community.  As  a  State,  out  of  the  Union,  it  was  equally 
clear  that  the  United  States  could  not  govern  her.    l*he 
federal  constitution  was  emphsticalty,  aa  its  preamble 
shows,  a  constitution  <*of  the  United  States,"  and  **for 
the  United  States.''    The  Government  and  laws  of  the 
**  Union"  could  extend  to  States  within  it,  and  Territo- 
ries belonging  to  it,  only.    Many  of  its  provisions,  which 
he  would  not  trouble  the  House  with  reading,  since  they 
must  be  fsmiliar  to  all,  proved  this.  He  would  advert  to 
one  only — that  which  declared  that  representation  and 
taxation  ^ould  be  apportioned  in  a  certain  ratio  ■* among 
the  States  which  should  be  included  within  the  Union." 
From  the  moment,  then,  that  it  should  be  held  that 
Michigan  became  a  State,  and  a  State  out  of  the  Union, 
Congress  could  neither  establish  ptist  offices,  nor  cus- 
tom-houses, nor  judicial  tribunals,  nor  collect  revenues, 
nor  punish  ofiences,  nor  make  any  disposition  of  the 
public  lands  within  her  limits,  nor  enter  upon  themt 
without  invading  her  sovereignty.  She  might  declsre  war, 
enter  into  an  alliance  with  Canada,  and  do  all  acta  which 
other  sovereign  States  might  do.    If  this  anomalous  con- 
dition could  exist  for  a  day,  or,  aa  is  contended  in  th« 
case  of  Michigan,  for  one  or  more  years,  it  might  con* 
tinue  for  twenty  years,  or  forever.     And  yet  by  th« 
ordinance  of  1787  it  was  declared  that  it  should  forever 
remain  a  part  of  the  confederacy,  and  subject  to  iu  laws. 
We  are  driven  to  the  conclusion,  therefore,  thst  a  Ter- 
ritory under  such  restrictions  could  never  lawfully  cease 
to  be  a  Territory  until  the  moment  it  waa  admitted  into 
the  Union  as  a  State.    In  that  way  alone  could  it  remain 
a  part  of  the  confederacy.    The  moment  it  ahould  be- 
come a  State  of  the  Union,  then,  and  not  till  then,  it 
would  cease  to  l>e  a  Territory;  as  an  alien,  mho  has  ta- 
ken all  the  preliminary  steps,  would  still  continue  an 
alien,  and  never  cease  to  be  such  till  the  moment  of  bit 
admission  to  the  rights  of  citisenship. 

Mr.  R.  said  this  view  was  further  exemplified,  and  the 
idea  that  a  Territory  must  become  a  State  before  it  can 
be  admitted  into  the  Union  refuted,  by  the  instance  of 
Kentucky.  That  State  was  originally  a  district  of  Vir- 
ginia. Virginia  authorised  it,  while  still  subject  to  ber 
laws,  to  call  a  convention  and  form  a  constitution  suited 

I  to  sn  Independent  Commonwesltb.  The  convention  was 
also  authorised  to  fix  a  day  when  that  constitution  should 
go  into  effecti  but,  *«  to  prevent  anarchy,"  the  law  at»- 
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thorizing  these  proceeding!  declared  that,  onlesa  Con- 
gress would  receive  the  new  State  into  the  Union,  it 
should  continue  subject  to  the  laws  of  Virginia.  l*he 
day  WAS  Azedt  Congreas  gave  its  assent  that  it  should  on 
that  day  be  formed  into  a  new  State  and  admitted  into 
the  Union;  and  it  never  ceased  to  be  under  the  dominion 
of  Virginia,  never  did  become  a  Slate,  until  the  day  of 
Its  admi«ion.  It  was  not  trur,  therefore,  that  no  Terri* 
tory  could  be  admitted  till  it  first  became  a  State.  The 
eonverae  was  tmct  or  rather  the  true  principle  was  ^h*t 
the  same  moment  it  threw  ofT  its  territorial  character,  it 
a«sumed  at  once  that  of  a  State  and  a  member  of  the 
Union. 

If  It  be  insisted  (said  Mr.  R.)  that,  prior  to  that  time, 
Michigan  became  a  State,  then  the  question  would  arise, 
at  what  time  did  ahe  assume  that  character?  Waa  it 
when  she  undertook  to  frame  a  constitution?  Upon  the 
principle  asserted,  that  she  could  not  be  admitted  into 
the  Union  until  after  she  became  a  State,  because  none 
but  States  could  be  admitted,  it  would  seem  to  follow 
that  she  must  have  been  a  State  before  ahe  formed  a  cun- 
•tilutioni  for  it  might  be  said,  perhaps  with  greater  pro- 
priety, that  none  but  Statea  or  independent  communities 
could  form  conatituiionsf  and  then  it  would  be  diflicult. 
If  not  impossible,  to  fix  upon  the  period  when  her  sov- 
ereignty commenced.  Was  it  in  June,  1836,  when  it  is 
said  her  cimatitutinn  was  accepted  and  ratified  by  Con- 
greas^ That  ratification  (Mr.  R.  contended)  was,  fur 
the  reasons  he  had  mentioned,  neceasarily  conditional, 
even  if  It  were  not  so  in  terms.  Michigan  enuld  not  be- 
come a  State,  with  or  without  the  conaent  of  Congress, 
until  she  was  admitted  into  the  Unioni  becauae,  as  he 
had  endeavored  to  show,  she  would  thereby  be  detached 
and  separated  from  the  confederacy,  and  absolved  from 
its  laws,  contrary  to  the  explicit  proviaiona  of  the  ordi- 
nance, that  ahe  ahould  forever  remain  a  part  of  the  one, 
and  subject  to  the  other.  These  absurd  consequences 
could  not  be  denied. 

But  if  the  position  which  he  had  endeavored  to  main- 
tain be  correct,  that  Michigan  never  could  become  a 
State  prior  to  her  admission,  it  would  follow  that  her 
right  to  be  represented  in  Congress  wouUl  date  from  the 
aame  period.  Represent stion,  under  the  provisions  of 
the  constitution,  must  be  spportioned  among  the  States 
In  the  Union,  and  in  the  nature  of  things  can  belong  to 
no  State  out  of  it.  But  the  right  of  election  miiat  be  de- 
pendent upon  the  right  of  representation.  Where  there 
IS  no  lawful  right  to  be  represented  there  can  be  no  law- 
ful ri^ht  to  elect  representatives.  In  October,  1835, 
Michigan  had  no  better  right  to  be  represented  in  Con- 
gress than  Wisconsin  or  Cansda.  The  election  of  Mr. 
CSABT  was  therefore  sn  unauthorized  act— a  mere  nullity. 

But  it  was  said  that  the  ratification  of  her  constitution 
by  Congress  In  1836,  or  her  admiasion  on  yesterday,  by 
relation,  made  her  conatiiution  valid  from  its  date,  and 
confirmed  all  that  had  been  dune  under  it.  I'his  doctrine 
would  lead  to  dangerous  consequences.  Suppose  Michi- 
gan had  continued  to  refuse  the  terms  ofl^ered  by  Con- 
gress, were  the  Government  and  laws  of  the  Union  to  be 
regsHed  as  superseded  by  the  mere  formation  of  a  State 
constitution  by  Michigan,  or  by  its  conditional  acceptance 
by  Congress?  Then  might  ttiey  remain  superseded  for- 
ever. The  only  way  to  avoid  the  difiiculty  was  to  con- 
sider the  constitution  ao  formed  as  an  inchoate  acr,  hav- 
ing no  vitality,  no  operation,  until  the  State  was  finally 
received  into  the  bosom  of  our  confederacy.  The  doc- 
trine of  relation,  at  most,  could  only  confirm  the  ir- 
Tegular  exercise  of  a  power  where  the  body  recognising 
the  act  might  have  lawfully  conferred  the  power,  but 
the  riglit  of  repreaentation  could  neither  be  granted  nor 
taken  away  by  Congress.  It  waa  derived  from  higher 
authority— from  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 
Under  that  coDstitution  it  did  not  lawfully  beloig  to 


Michigan  when  she  claimed  to  exercise  the  right  of  eieel* 
ing  her  Representative. 

If  it  was  a  valid  election,  then  Mr.  CxAaT  had  b«en  tn* 
justly  and  unlawfully  kept  out  of  hia  scat  for  more  thtn 
twelve  months.  But  Michigan,  at  that  time,  could  not 
be  constitutionally  repreaented.  To  ilkistrste  this  Mr. 
R.  observed  that  the  constitution  dechired  that  no  one 
should  be  a  Representative  who  should  not  when  elreted 
be  an  inhabitant  of  the  State  in  which  he  should  be 
chosen.  Suppose  Mr.  Cbaxt  had,  in  October,  1835, 
been  an  inhabitant  of  some  other  State,  but,  previous  to 
his  claiming  his  seat,  had  settled  in  Michigan,  coold 
Congress,  under  thia  doctrine  of  relation,  l>ave  recog« 
nised  hia  claim?  Surely  not.  There  was  a  constituiionil 
incapacity  which  Congress  could  not  remrdy.  Hen 
there  waa  also  a  constitutional  incapacity  i  not  in  thepcr« 
aon  elected,  but  in  the  electors.  But  the  same  principle 
applied.  The  election  was  aa  unconstitutional,  oainf 
to  the  defect  of  hght  in  the  electors  to  representstion,  u 
It  would  have  been  if  they  had  chosen  a  non-reKidei>t  to 
represent  them.  Mr.  R.  concluded  with  repesiii>g  \m 
conscientious  conviction  that  there  was  an  inherent  de* 
feet  in  the  title  by  which  Mr.  Cxaat  claimed  a  iftt  in 
that  hall t  and  that  Congress  hsd  no  power  to  dispense 
with  the  constitution,  or  to  make  that  vslid  which  vai 
void  in  its  origin.  He  hoped  that  gentlemen  who  hsd 
not  fully  satisfied  their  minds  upon  the  subject  vooU 
consent  to  its  reference  to  the  Committee  of  Electioni. 

Mr.  THOMAS  contended  that  to  aend  this  subject  to 
a  committee  would  be  a  work  of  aupererogation,  ifter 
the  thorough  examination  which  had  been  given  tn  it 
He  contended  that  the  constitution  of  the  State  of  Michi 
gan  was  now  as  perfect  as  it  would  have  been  if  its  or 
ganization  had  been  preceded  by  a  law  of  Confrress  is 
thnrising  a  convention  fur  that  purpose,  and  citrd  ptt 
cedenta  in  the  biatory  of  the  Union  to  corroborate  ttff 
position. 

A  communication  waa  read  from  Mr.  CbarTi  enc^ 
atnga  cert-ficate  of  election  from  the  Governor  of  tb 
State  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  HUNTSMAN  demanded  Ihe  previous  qoeitioti 
and  the  House  seconded  the  call:  Teas  97,  oayi  no 
counted. 

And  the  House  ordered  that  the  main  question iboali 
now  he  tsken. 

Mr.  TOUNO  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  mu 
question  I  which  were  ordered. 

And  the  main  question,  ••Shall  laiAO  E.  CtAiTbi 
qualified  'aa  a  member  of  the  Houae  from  the  Stste  < 
Michigan^"  waa  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirot 
tivet  Teas  150,  nay  a  S3,  as  fullowai 

Tbas— Messrs.  Adama,  Chilton  Allan,  Anthony,  Asl 
Ashley,  Bailey,  Barton,  Bean,  Bell,  Black,  Boon,  Br>y( 
Brown,  Buch»nan,  Bunch,  Burns,  Bynum,  John  C»lhoo( 
William  B.  Calhoun,  Cambreleng,  Carr,  Casey,  Geor| 
Chambers,  Chapman,  Chapin,  John  F.  H.  Ctaibom< 
Cleveland,  Coles,  Craig,  Cramer,  Cushing,  Cuihtrat 
Darlington,  Doubleday,  Dunlap,  Efner,  KImnre,  Fai 
field,  Farlin,  Forester,  Fowler,  Fry,  Fuller,  James  Gi 
Isnd,  Rice  Garland,  Gholaon,  Gillet,  Glascock,  Gr 
ham.  Granger,  Grantland,  Grennell,  Haley,  Jt^'P 
Hall,  Hamer,  Hard,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Samuel  8.  H^ 
risen,  Albert  O.  Harriaon,  Hawes,  Hawkinn,  Hnynr 
Henderson,  Herod,  Hoar,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hu 
ley,  Hunt,  Huntington,  HunUman,  Ingham,  W<n>« 
Jackson,  Janes,  Jarv'is,  Jenifer,  Joseph  Johnson,  C«( 
Johnson,  Henry  Johnson,  Benjamin  Junes,  Kennon,  a 
gore,  Klingensmith,  Lane,  Lanaing,  Lawler,  L»wrrnc 
Lay,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Luke  Lea,  Lnmi 
Lewis,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lyon,  Job  M«nn,  Wiiham  Maio 
Moaes  Mason,  Samson  Maaon,  Maury,  May,  McComi 
McKay,  McKennan,  McKeon,  McKno,  Muore,  Morgt 
i'«ge>   Parker,   Patteraoo,   Franklio  Pierce,   ?tjw 
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pbclpi,  Piekeii%  Reneher,  John  Reynolds,  Joaeph  Rey- 
kMi,  Richardiois  Rotj^n,  8ehenck,  Seymoor,  Au|(us- 
tine  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Spangler, 
StiDdefer,  Steele,  Slorer,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  Thoma% 
John  Thomion,  Waddy  Thompion,  Turner,  Turrill, 
Vinderpnel,  Wardvell,  Wa«hin|r*on,  Webster,  Weeks, 
Wtiitp,  Eri«ht  Whittlesey,  Thoaiis  T.  Whittlesey,  Tell, 

Nin-Meiirs.  Hemtn  Allen,  Besle,  Bond,  John  Chsm- 
bert,  Chetwood,  Childs,  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  Cor- 
vin«  Cnne,  Dawson,  Dcberry,  Evans,  Everettf  Graves, 
Gnjion,  Grtllln,  Harper,  Haseltine,  InKersotl,  Lnve, 
Xillifin,  Pattoo,  Pearson,  Pettiftrew,  Phillips,  Pottf,' 
Bobertmn,  Russell,  Taliaferro,  Underwood,  VintOD, 
Levis  WiHiams— 33. 

So  the  House  decided  that  Isaac  E.  CaAVT  be  now 
qtulifted  to  take  bis  seat  as  a  member  from  the  State  of 
Viehigan. 

Mr.  CRART  vu  then  proceeding  to  the  table  to  qaal- 
i^.vben 

Mr.  DAWSON  aroae,  and  expressed  an  intention  of 
■ofingto  reconsider  the  last  vote,  to  enable  him  to  give 
bs  reuoni  for  voting  against  the  admission  of  Michigan, 
Mtd  li^nit  the  motion  to  qualify  the  gentleman  present- 
9%  himielf  as  its  member. 

The  CHAIR  reminded  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
Alt,  M he  had  not  voted  with  the  majority,  he  could  not 
Bike  that  motion. 

Mr.  DAWSON  appealed  to  some  gentleman  who  had 
voted  in  the  majority  to  make  the  motion  be  had  indtca- 
fed. 

Mr.  TB0MP80N,  of  Sooth  Carofina,  said  he  bad  done 
Ki  im),  to  enable  his  friend  from  Georgia  to  assign  rea- 
lm for  hit  vote,  he  moved  to  reconsider  sccordingly. 

Mr.  DAWSON  briefly  assigned  his  reasons,  which 
lere  nbttamially  thai  Michigan  was  only  a  Territory, 
nd  not  a  State,  at  the  election  of  Mr.  CmAir. 

Mr.  PICKENS  contended  that  Michigan  was  a  State 
A/sdo  before  her  admission,  and  must  be  so,  by  the 
kfm  of  the  constitution,  or  she  could  not  be  admitted 
kothc  Union  at  %\\\  for  Congress  had  power  only  to  ad« 
&it'>Sutri,"aQd  not  ''Territories,*'  into  the  confedera- 
Q.  Therefore,  be  should  vote  for  the  qualification  of 

Mr.  EVERETT  rose,  and  caught  the  eye  of  the 
8?«ker.  •  ' 

^^  TaoVPSON  rose  at  the  same  time,  and  said  he 
*^id  withdraw  his  motion  to  reconsideri  but  the  Chair, 
ll^iBg  innounced  the  former  gentleman  as  obtaining  the 
l»r,  cnuM  not  entertain  the  withdrawal. 

Mr.  EVERETT  contended  that  Michigan  could  not 
2|^  Sute,  even  under  the  ordinance,  until  her  admission 
■yCoofrew. 

^r*  CU3HMAN  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr*  THOMPSON,  of  South  Carolina,  withdrew  bb 
**«  to  reconsider. 

^'  CRAST  was  then  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  as 
'KpttKoutiTe  in  Congress  from  the  State  of  Michigan. 

TEXAS. 

Jj^:  HOWARD  inquired  at  what  time  the  motion 
|^"g  when  the  House  adjourned  last  evening  would 
*  Nfiia  taken  up. 
[The  motion  in  question  was  to  commit  certain  papers 
jfd  correspondence  on  the  subject  of  Texas  to  the 
^"«ittee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  made  by  Mr.  H.  himself, 
^'^the  aisendmenwof  Mr.  Boto,  to  instruct  the  com- 
^^  to  report  a  resolution  acknowledging  the  inde- 
FfMtnce  of  Texas.] 

,.  i^CBAlR  replied  that  the  regular  proceedings  of 
^4  dijr  had  so  fkr  been  set  aside  by  the  consideration  of 
Jtiviieged  qoestion,  and  be  would  now  proceed  to  call 
'tporti. 


Mr.  HOWARD  inquired  if  the  motion  referred  to  by 
him  would  come  up  again  to<4lay. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  it  could  not  at  the  present 
time,  nor,  in  his  opinion,  to^ay,  because,  at  the  expira* 
tion  of  an  hour  for  reports,  the  private  orders  would 
come  up. 

Mr.  HOWARD  remarked  that  that  was  his  own  im- 
pression t  but  his  object  in  making  the  inquiry  was  to  as- 
certain it,  and,  in  view  of  that,  to  make  a  siigf^stion  to 
the  Hoiiae,  which  he  trusted  would  be  fav<irably  received 
from  all  quarters.  It  was  that,  as  the  question  was  not 
to  be  resumed  until  Monday  next,  and  as  the  documents 
lying  on  the  table  would  have  a  very  direct  and  impor- 
tant bearing  upon  the  question  the  House  would  be 
called  upon  to  decide,  by  general  consent  these  docu- 
ments be  printed,  with  the  understanding  that  the  mo- 
lion  was  in  no  way  to  effect  the  position  of  the  other 
qnestion  which  was  pending.  He  would  atk  the  consent 
of  the  House  to  make  the  motion  to  print. 

This  was  aprreed  to^  and  the  documents  ordered  to  be 
printed  accordingly. 

ENLISTMENT  OF  BOTS  IN  THE  NAVT. 

Mr.  JARVIS,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
moved  to  discharge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from 
the  **  bill  to  provide  for  the  enlistment  of  boys  in  the  na- 
val service,'*  and  that  it  be  now  taken  up  and  considered. 

Mr.  BELL  objected  to  giving  precedence  to  bills  over 
other  business  of  an  important  character. 

Mr.  JARVIS  explained  that  he  had  been  unanimously 
instructed  to  make  the  motion  by  the  Committee  on  Na« 
val  Affairs,  and  %vwt  several  reasons  for  the  speedy  pas- 
ssge  of  this  bill. 

Some  difficulty  of  a  personal  character  took  place  be- 
tween the  gentlemen  from  Maine  and  Tennessee,  in  ref- 
erence to  the  objection  made  by  the  latter  to  setting 
as<de  pending  business,  and  giving  the  priority  to  other 
bills  that  would  produce  debate. 

Mr.  MERCER,  after  some  few  remarks  of  a  concilia- 
tory nature,  moved  that  a  pledge  be  required  of  the  two 
gentlemen  that  the  difficulty  might  not  be  prosecuted 
further* 

Afler  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  BELL.  JARVIS, 
MERCER,  PATTON,  PICKENS,  GLASCOCK, 
WHITTLESEY  of  Ohio,  BOULDIN,  THOMAS, 
PEYTON,  THOMSON  of  Ohio,  LAWLER,  CRAIG, 
PHILLIPS,  THOMPSON  of  South  Carolina,  BYNUM« 
HAWES,  BOON,  BRIGGS,  EVANS,  PARKS,  and 
WISE,  mutual  explanations  took  placet  *nd  then,  on 
motion. 

The  House  adjourned. 

Satvbbat,  Javvaxt  S8. 

ENLISTMENT  OF  BOYS  IN  THE  NAVY. 

The  DAotion  made  yeaterday  by  Mr.  Jaxtis,  to  di^ 
charge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  sute  of  th« 
Union  from  the  further  conaideration  of  the  bill  to  pro« 
vide  for  the  enliatment  of  boys  in  the  naval  service  of 
the  United  States  coming  up  as  the  unfiniibed  buainesi^ 
was  considered  and  rejected. 

AMENDMENT  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE,  from  the  select  committee  on  that 
part  of  the  President's  measage  relating  to  an  amend- 
ment of  the  conatitution  of  the  United  States,  made  the 
following  report,  in  part,  and  resolutions: 

The  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much 
of  the  President's  message  as  relates  to  amending  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  together  with  alt  prop* 
ositions  and  resolutions  submitted  at  the  last  and  present 
session  of  Congress,  proposing  smendments  to  the  con- 
stitution, report,  in  parti  That,  according  to  ORler»  they 
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have  had  under  eonnderation  sundry  propmitiona  and 
resolutions  for  the  smendment  of  the  constitution  in  re* 
Istion  to  the  election  of  President  ind  Vice  President  of 
the  United  States.  Upon  rxaniinstion«  they  find  that  a 
report  on  this  subject  was  made  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  on  the  30th  March,  1836,  by  a  select  commit- 
tee. The  joint  resolution  reported  by  said'comoiittee 
was  twice  read,  and  committed  to  a  CommKtee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  No  further  ac» 
tion  was  hsd  thereon,  snd  the  said  reported  joint  resolu- 
tion remains  on  the  calendar,  and  may,  at  the  pleasure 
of  the  House,  be  considered  in  said  Committee  of  the 
l¥hole«  If,  therefore,  the  House  be  disposed  to  set  on 
this  subject  during  the  present  session  of  Congress, 
your  committee  think  it  more  advissble  to  consider  the 
report  now  on  the  calendar  than  to  begin  de  now.  Your 
eommitteei  therefore,  submit  the  two  following  resolu- 
tions: 

Buolvtd,  That  the  select  committee  to  which  the  sub- 
ject was  referred  be  discharged  from  the  farther  con- 
sideration of  all  propositions  and  resolutions  relsting  to 
the  smendments  of  ihe  constitution  on  the  subject  of  the 
election  of  President  and  Vice  President. 

Resolved^  Thst  this  House  will,  on  the  31st  inst.,  re- 
•oWe  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  to  take  into  consideration  the  joint  resolu- 
tions proposing  an  amendment  to  the  consiitution  of  the 
Uoited  Ststes  in  relation  to  the  election  of  President 
and  Vice  President. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolins,  called  for  a  di- 
vision of  the  question  on  the  resolutionst  and  the  first 
being  agreed  to  without  a  count- 
Mr.  W.  asked  for  the  yess  and  nays  on  concurring 
with  the  second  resolution,  (which  would  require  a  vote 
of  two  thirds,)  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  moved  to  insert  the  7th  of  Feb- 
ruary instead  of  31st  inst.   Lost. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  and  Mr.  BOON  both  sererslly 
expressed  a  hope  that  no  more  special  orders  would  be 
adopted,  since  the  inconvenience  of  them  had  been  suf- 
ficiently experienced  last  session.  Mr.  C.  further  in- 
quired if  it  was  designed  to  cut  off  the  appropriation 
bilia  of  this  session  altogether!  because,  if  to,  he  trust- 
ed the  order  would  not  be  adopted. 
.  Mr.  HOWARD  inquired,  if  the  order  should  be  adopt- 
ed, whether  it  would  take  precedence  of  other  billa  on 
each  day  tbereafler,  or  only  on  that  day. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that,  after  that  day,  it  wouk)  Uke 
Its  place  on  the  calendar  among  the  unfinished  business. 
The  question  wss  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive: Yeas  66,  nays  83. 

So  the  second  resolution  was  dissgreed  to. 
Before  the  decision  was  announcM, 
Mr.  P^RKS  rose  and  stated,  that  when  his  name  was 
called  he  was  not  in  his  seat,  being  in  attendance  upon  a 
select  committee,  which  had  leave  to  sit  during  the  ses- 
•ions  of  the  House {  and  he  therefore  asked  leave  to  re- 
•ord  his  vote. 
Mr.  MERCER  objected. 
Mr.  PARRS  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 
Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  thought  a  mem- 
ber had  %  right  to  vote  under  the  circumstances  stated 
by  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  viz:  absence  under  an  or- 
der of  the  House. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  that  question  hsd  frequently 
been  decided  otherwise  by  the  House  itself. 
The  motion  of  Mr.  PARKS  was  disagreed  to. 

HOUR  OF  MEETING. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  asked  leave  to  offer  a  resolution 

8 reposing  to  change  the  daily  hour  of  meeting  of  the 
louse,  from  and  alter  this  date,  to  11  o'clock,  A.  M. 
Objections  being  made, 


Mr.  CRAIG  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  called  for  the  yeas  and  nijif 
which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  12$^  nsjiiS. 

So  the  rule  was  suspended. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  moved  the  adoption  of  the  tw- 
lution. 

Mr.  BOYD  moved  to  amend  it  by  inieHbg  10  o'clock 
instead  of  11.  Lost. 

The  resolution  wai  then  agreed  to  without  a  divia«. 

BtJFFALO  HARBOR. 

Mr.  I^OVE  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  up  and  considering  the  foHovinc;  mo* 
lution: 

Ben^vedt  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to 
report  to  this  House  the  survey  and  extminslion  nude 
of  a  harbor  at  the  east  end  of  Lake  Erie,  connecting  ths 
present  harbors  of  BufTslo  and  Black  Rock;  together 
with  his  opinion  of  the  practicability  of  the  construction 
of  said  harbor,  and  of  its  utility  and  necessity  ia  regtrd 
to  the  increas'uig  commerce  upon  that  lake. 

The  motion  was  agreed  toi  and  the  resolution  baring 
been  read, 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  inquired  of  his  colleigQe 
if  he  expected  to  procure  any  further  action  of  ibe 
House  upon  the  subject  of  the  harbors  of  Boffikiind 
Black  Rock  during  the  present  session;  because,  if  he 
did,  he  (Mr.  M.)  hsd  s  word  or  two  to  ssy  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  LOVE  replied  that  all  he  expected  to  procore 
before  the  close  of  the  present  session  was  the  opintoa 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  in  regard  to  the  controverted 
questions  of  the  practicability  and  expediency  of  con> 
structing  the  work  referred  to.  He  had  no  expecUiiosi 
to  obtain  legislation  early  enough  this  session. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

CANADA  TRADE. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  Maine,  asked  leave  to  offer  the  follov- 
ing  resolutions  which  was  resd,  as  follows: 

Retohtdt  Thst  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  in^ 
structed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  retising  tbti 
laws  regulating  the  trade  upon  the  frontiers,  betveeo 
the  United  States  and  the  British  provinces,  snd  sboliib' 
ing  duties  on  lumber,  the  growth  of  the  United  Ststek 
sawed  in  the  said  provinces  and  brought  into  the  United 
States;  snd  also  upon  produce,  the  growth  of  the  pror* 
inces,  brought  into  the  United  States. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  H.  moved  a  suspension  ol 
the  rule.    Lost,  86  to  SS — not  two  thirds. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York  moved  a  suspension  of  tU 
rule  for  the  purpose  of  calling  the  States  for  resolationti 
snd  considering  the  same,  provided  that  such  resolutioni 
should  not  occasion  debate. 

Mr.  PARKER  suggested  a  modification,  so  u  to  eni 
brace  resolutions  calTing  for  information  from  the  de 
partmtnts,  and  now  lying  on  the  table  for  considerttios 

Mr.  MANN  assented,  but  the  motion  to  suspend  v* 
lost. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  ds; 
and  took  up  the  private  ordera. 

N.  &  L.  DANA  &  CO. 

The  first  business  in  order  was  the  motion  msde  <^ 
Saturday  last,  by  Mr.  Jxavis,  to  reconsider  the  vote  b 
which  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  N.  Sc  L.  Dana  &  Cc 
was  rejected. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  JARVIS,  ADAMS 
PEARCE  of  Rhode  Island,  and  SUTHERLAND, 

Mr.  McKtM  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  WARDWELL  then  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  ()i 
table. 

Mr.  GAVE  JOHNSON  called  for  the  yeu  and  nsyi 
which  were  onlered,  and  were:  Yeas  89,  nays  63. 

So  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 


1513 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


1514 


Jav.  $0, 18S7.] 


Ebmezer  Bned^JhMkm  of  Slavery, 


[H.  ovR. 


EBENBZER  BREED. 

The  bin  for  the  relief  of  Ebenczer  Breed  waa  then 
tikeo  up  on  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moTed  to  Wf  the  bill  on  the 
bble. 

Mr.  HA  WES  called  for  the  jeas  and  naya. 

Mr.  PATTON  aaid,  «a  thia  vote  would  be  the  aettling 
of  in  Important  principle,  he  moved  a  call  of  the  Houae. 
LoK. 

The  ftu  and  najra  were  then  ordered,  and  were: 
Teai  fXi,  naji  90. 

So  the  Hoote  refuaed  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  a  call  of 
tbe  HouK. 

Mr.  PATTON  called  for  the  yeu  and  naya  on  thia 
notio9|  which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Teu  60,  naya 
Wi 

So  the  Houte  refused  to  order  the  call. 

The  qaeition  then  recurred  on  the  paaaage  of  the  bill. 

After  lome  remarku  by  Messrs.  CAVE  JOHNSON, 
PHILLIPS.  LAWRENCE,  PAHKKR.  and  HOAR, 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  moved  the  prerioua  queation 
vbicb  was  seconded:  Teas  88,  nayt  36. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  then  moved  an  adjoomment. 
Lmt. 

,  Mr.  GRAVES  called  for  tbe  yeaa  and  naya  on  order* 
og  the  main  queation.  Loat. 

Kr.  PARKS  then  moved  a  call  of  the  House,  and  on 
tlut  notion  called  for  tbe  yeaa  and  nays;  which  were  not 
Qfderedj  and  tbe  motion  for  the  call  waa  loat. 

Tbe  main  question  was  then  ordered. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
OR  tbe  pasMipe  of  the  billi  which  were  ordered,  and 
»«:  Yeas  85,  naya  59. 

So  tbe  bill  vis  passed.  ^ 

After  transacting  some  other  busineaa, 

Tbe  Hooae  adjourned. 

MOVPAT,  jASUAmT  30. 

Tbe  Hoase  met  at  eleven  o'clock,  puraaant  to  tbe  or- 
^  of  Saturday  lattt  and  there  being  no  quorum  preaent, 
Mr.  HOWELL  moved  a  call  of  tbe  House. 
Oo  that  motion  Mr.  GRANGER  called  for  the  yeaa 

^  "*7i{  which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeaa  !^t 
■;i55. 

S^  the  call  was  ordered. 

The  SPEAKER  having,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BRIGGS, 
''(Coined  that  a  quorum  waa  preaent,  the  House,  on 
"^'wo  of  Mr.  C.  ALLAN,  suspended  all  further  pro- 
^iogi  00  the  call,  and  tbe  journal  of  Saturday  was 
ftenrtad. 

JPetitioDt  and  memorials  were  then  called  for  in  the 
°^  of  Sutea  and  Terntoriea. 

ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY. 

Jjf*  ADAMS  aaid  that  he  had  in  his  possession  a  num- 
^  ^  petitiona  in  relation  to  slavery— some  praying  for 
»<  >bolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia (  some 
wthe  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  Territorieai  aome  for 
"<  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  internal  coasting  slave- 
1^;  umI  some  for  the  prohibition  of  the  eiportation  of 
Bwes  to  Tezaa,  or  to  the  dominions  of  any  foreign  Pow- 
^;  He  was  under  the  necessity  of  presenting  these  pe- 
^  ttparately  and  distinctly,  aa  they  came  partly 
^  his  constituenta  and  partly  from  people  in  other 
J^i  of  the  United  SUtea.  He  aaked  leave  to  address 
°^  Roose  on  tbe  right  of  the  petitioners  to  have  their 
Prions  read.  He  wished  that  the  request  might  be  en* 
^  on  ihc  joomals^  and  tbat  he  might  have  the  yeas 
"•^wyioponlt. 

Objections  were  made,  and  Mr.  ANTHONY  rataed 
^question  whether  it  waa  in  order  to  ask  for  the  yeaa 
'^  nys  on  a  matter  of  thia  kind;  and  whether,  If  they 


were  granted,  they  would  not  be  granted  aa  matter  of 
courteay,  and  not  of  right. 

The  SPEAKER  aaid  the  gentleman  from  Masaachu- 
setts  could  obtain  hia  object  by  submitting  a  motion  to 
suspend  the  rule. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  U  waa  immaterial  to  him  as  to  the 
mode  in  which  be  effected  hia  object.  He  therefore 
submitted  his  request  or  motion;  upon  which  motion  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were: 
Yeaa  44,  nays  134. 

So  the  Houae  woold  not  auspend  the  rule. 

Mr.  ADAMS  preaented  the  memorial  of  tbe  Young 
Men's  Abolition  Society  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phila- 
delphia, remonstrating  againat  the  recognition  of  Teiss. 
Mr.  A.  moved  tbat  it  be  read,  and  called  for  tbe  yeaa 
and  nays  on  that  motion. 

Mr.  JARVIS  moved  to  lay  the  whole  aubject  on  the 
table. 

The  SPEAKER  aaid  he  woald  have  no  hesitatmn  to 
do  so,  under  the  rule  of  the  House,  if  It  should  appear 
that  the  memorial  contained  any  reference  to  the  aub- 
ject of  slavery.  He  then  (having  looked  into  the  memo- 
rial)  pronounced  it  to  contain  alluaions  to  the  subject  of 
shivery,  and  that  it  must  therefore  be  laid  on  the  Ubie, 
without  being  read. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  appealed  againat  the  decinon  of 
the  Chair,  and  contended  that  when  petitions  were  be- 
fore the  Hovse,  the  member  presenting  had  the  right  to 
read  themi  the  Chair  had  decided  againat  thia  right  i 
against  this  decision  he  now  appealed.  Mr.  A.  called  for 
the  yeaa  and  naya  on  the  appeal. 

The  SPEAKER  aaid  that,  by  tbe  rule  of  the  House, 
every  petition  making  reference  to  the  aubject  of  slavery 
waa  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  He  had  looked  into 
thia  petition,  and  waa  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  it  did 
relate  to  the  subject  of  alavery. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  I  deny  it.  [Criea  of  ••  orderf*  '•  or* 
der!"] 

Tlic  SPEAKER  aUted  the  question  befoVe  the  House, 
namelyt  it  bad  been  decided  by  the  Chair  tbat  thia  peti- 
tion falls  under  the  rules  of  the  House,  by  which  it 
should  be  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tablet  auch  was  the  de- 
cision  of  the  Chair.  Against  this  decision  an  appeal  had 
been  made;  and,  further,  the  yeaa  and  naya  had  been 
called  for. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  here  roae  and  demanded,  before  ha 
could  vote  on  tbe  question,  that  the  petition  should  be 
read. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  moved  to  lay  tbe  petition,  the  ap- 
peal, and  the  whole  subject,  on  the  tablet  which  motion, 
after  aome  remarks  by  Mr.  LAWLER,  was  withdrawn, 
and  the  petition  was  read  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  HAWR8  moved  to  lay  the  whole  aubject  on  the 
table;  on  which  question  the  yeas  and  nays  were  or- 
dered, and  were:  Yeas  131,  nays  62. 

So  the  whole  subject,  both  the  memorial  and  appeal, 
were  bid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  presented,  in  succession,  thirteen 
or  fourteen  additional  memoriala  and  petitions,  on  the 
same  aubject,  praying  against  the  coasting  slave  trade, 
tbe  exporUtion  of  siavea  to  Texas,  &c.  Each  petition 
waa  immediately,  bnder  the  rule,  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

For  each  petition  Mr.  A.  moved  a  reading!  which, 
under  the  rule,  wu  refused  by  the  Cbairi  and  against 
each  deciaion  of  tbe  Chair  Mr.  A.  appealed  to  the 
House. 

In  each  case  Mf.  CUSHMAN  moved  to  lay  the  whole 
subject  on  the  tablet  and  in  this  manner  the  whole  batch 
of  petitiona  waa  summarily  and  apeedily  disposed  of. 

A  memorial  of  certain  oitisena  of  Kentucky,  in  favor 
of  aid  and  aupport  being  extended  to  tbe  Colonization 
Society,  being  presented  by  Mr.  Cakrooit,  Mr.  ADAMS 
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moved  that  the  memorial  be  readt  which  having  been 
done*  Mr.  A-  made  some  remarks  in  the  view  that«  at 
this  memorial  reUted  to  tlaTery,  it  ahould  meet  with  the 
same  treatment  which  hit  own  petitions  had.  Mr.  A. 
moved,  therefore,  that  the  memorial  be  laid  on  the  table. 

After  some  remark*  from  Mr.  MERCER  in  favor  of 
the  petition,  the  motion  was  put,  end  lost  by  a  great  ma* 
Jority  against  it. 

The  petition,  therefore,  was  received,  and  liea  over. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  occupied  in  the  recep- 
tion of  memorials  and  resolutions  proposing  inquiry,  till 
the  House  adjourned. 

TVXSDAT,  jASVAmT  31. 

Mr.  Auromn,  member  elect  from  the  State  of  Georgis, 
appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

FREEDOM  OF  ELECTIONS. 

The  unfinished  business  of  the  morning  hour  was  the 
motion,  heretofore  made  by  Mr.  Bell,  of  Tennessee, 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  secure  the  freedom  of  elec- 
tions. 

Mr.  BELL  then  resumed  and  concluded  his  remarks 
in  illustration  of  the  objects  of  the  bill,  and  urging  the 
necessiiy  of  action  upon  it.  [Mr.  B's  speech,  entire,  will 
be  found  in  preceding  pages.] 

Mr.  B.  having  concluded  his  remarks, 

Mr.  GRAVES  obtained  the  floor;  when, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  House  passed 
to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.  W.  THOMPSON  inquiied  whether  the  business 
first  in  order  was  not  the  motion  and  resolution  pending 
on  the  message  of  the  President  of  the  United  Stites  on 
the  subject  of  our  relations  with  Mexico  and  the  condi- 
tion of  Texas. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that,  after  engrossed  bills,  &c 
on  the  table  were  disposed  of,  that  subject  would  be 
first  in  order. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  to 
go  Into  committee  on  certain  appropriation  billsi  which 
motion  prevailed. 

INDIAN  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  CaAie,  of  Vir* 
ginia,  in  the  chair,)  on  the  bill  making  appropriationa 
tor  the  current  expenses  of  the  Indian  department,  and 
for  fulfilling  treaty  stipulations  with  the  various  Indian 
tribes,  for  the  year  1837. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  explained  that  this  bill  wases« 
aentially  diflferent,  in  form,  to  the  bill  of  the  last  year. 
l*bat  bill  consisted  of  twenty^sevcn  pages,  and  embraced 
every  minute  atipulation  for  and  every  trifling  article  I'f 
expenditure.  At  that  rate,  the  bill  would  soon  reach  to  a 
hundred  pages.  The  department  had  sent  in  a  statement 
embracing  all  things  required,  which  was  laid  on  the  ta- 
bles of  members,  and  a  simple  provision  for  each  tribe 
was  to  be  inserted  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  to  strike  out  from  the 
21st  and  22d  lines  the  words  *'  the  same  act.*'  Agreed  to. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  In- 
serting an  appropriation  of  $701,676  for  removal  and 
subsiitence  of  Creek  Indians,  under  the  treaty  of  24th 
March,  1832;  for  the  subsistence  of  the  females  of  war- 
riors in  the  service  of  the  United  Statesi  (or  purchase  of 
articles  of  defence  and  clothing,  &c. 

Afttr  some  remarka  from  Messrs.  GARLAND  of 
Louisiana,  EVERETT,  CAMBRELENG,  A.  H.  SHEP- 
PERD,  PARKER,  and  UOLSEY,  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  an  amendment,  embra- 
cing a  number  of  additional  Items  for  varioui  Indian  tribesi 
which  was  agreed  to. 


Mr.  ASHLEY  moved  an  amendment  for  the  ptyment 
of  9 1,610  for  aervices  performed  under  the  superintesd- 
ent  of  Indian  afliiirs  at  St.  Louis. 

After  some  remarka  from  Messrs.  ASHLEY,  CA)I« 
BRBLENG,  and  HARRISON,  the  amendment  vu 
adopted. 

Mr.  GHOLSON  offered  an  amendment  making  an  tp- 
propriation  of  $50,000  for  compensation  to  citizeni  of 
Mississippi  who  have  lost  their  improvement!  under 
the  tretity  of  Dancing  Rabbit  Creeki  which  smeodaient 
waa  rejecte/l. 

Mr.  GUSHING  said  that,  as  tbia  bill  opened  the  whole 
policy  of  Indian  appropriations,  and  as  he  propoiedto 
submit  his  remsrki  to  the  committee,  he  would  either 
proceed  now,  or  nuive  an  adjoitrnment,  u  the  Houie 
might  think  proper. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  suggested  to  Mr.  Ccsiivs  thtt 
he  should  permit  the  bill  to  be  reported  to  the  Hrniie. 
He  could  then  move  an  adjournment,  and  Mm  the  floot 
when  the  bill  came  up  before  the  House. 

Mr.  GUSHING  consented,  and  the  bill  was  laid  iiide. 

LAND  OFFICE  IN  LOUISIANA. 

On  rootioQ  of  Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Louiaians,  tbeosm- 
mittee  took  up  the  bill  to  eatablish  an  addiiion&l  Und 
office  In  the  State  of  Louisianai  and  oo  amendmeat  btr* 
ing  been  offered  thereto. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  committee 
rose,  and  reported  both  the  bills  to  the  House. 

The  question  being  on  concurring  with  the  committee 
in  their  amendments  to  the  Indian  appropriation  bill, 

Mr.  GUSHING  moved  that  the  House  adjourni  but 
withdrew  the  motion,  to  enable 

The  SPEAKER  to  present  a  communteation  from  ths 
Secretary  of  Wari  after  which. 

The  House  adjourned. 

WisMxssAT,  FxamuAmT  1. 
WESTERN  INDIANS. 

Mr.  EVERETT,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af« 
fairs,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  security  and  pro* 
tection  of  the  emigrant  and  other  Indiana  we&t  of  Mif* 
souri  and  Arkansas.  Read  twice,  and  committed  to  i 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  E.  gave  notice  of  hia  intention  to  bring  thif  bill 
before  the  Houae  at  as  early  a  day  aa  possible,  u  it  vu 
a  very  important  measure,  for  the  purpose  of  iti  be'u^g 
acted  upon  at  the  present  session.  He  did  not  wiih  ta 
interfere  with  the  appropriation  billsi  and  he  would, 
therefore,  nsime  a  day,  before  which  it  was  poislbie 
those  bills  would  be  passed.  He  accordingly  gave  oo^ 
tice  that  he  ahould  call  up  the  above  bill  for  considers* 
tion  on  tbb  day  fortnight. 

FREEDOM  OF  ELECTIONS. 

The  unfinished  business  of  the  morning  hour  was  tb< 
motion,  submitted  heretofore  by  Mr.  Bbl&,  for  leave  u 
bring  in  a  bill  to  secure  the  freedom  of  elections. 

Mr.  GRAVES,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  rose  sn< 
addressed  the  House  aa  follows: 

Mr.  Speskers  The  highly  distin|piisbed  gentlemat 
from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Beli^]  whom  il  is  my  lot  to  fol 
low,  in  the  speech  with  which  he  baa  just  favored  tbi 
Houae,  in  aupport  of  bis  motion  for  leave  to  introduci 
this  bill,  baa  not  only  shown  a  degree  of  ^aearcb  sni 
preparation  highly  creditable  to  himself,  and  very  cdifj 
ing  to  the  House,  but  has  displspred  a  high  order  of  abi 
ty,  to  which  it  is  the  fortune  of^  but  few  ever  to  attain 
And  I  am  not  unapprised  that  it  is  bad  taste  fur  me  t 
follow  in  thia  debate,  with  the  crude  remarks  which 
propose  to  submit.  I  had  not  determined  to  say  a  singi 
word,  until  jus^  before  the  honorable  gentleman  conch 
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ded  h'M  remarkii  and  I  tbtU  have  to  rely  mainly  on  the 
mpulie  of  the  inomcnt  for  what  1  may  ehance  to  amy. 

It  would  be  premature  at  thii  ata^  of  the  bill  to  di^ 
eun  itf  detaili.  I  will  not  undertuke  to  say  they  are 
perfect,  or  wherein  they  mi|(ht  be  amended,  at  tbia 
time.  I  do  not  atand  committed  for  or  agaioat  any  ain* 
^  proriiioo  ai  it  now  atanda,  and  aball  be  happy  to  ae« 
adopted  as  many  amendmenta  aa  are  calculated  more 
perfectly  to  aecure  the  great  objeeta  of  the  bill.  Thia 
H  a  very  important  aubject,  and  I  grant  yon  it  4a  as  deli* 
ctte  u  it  ia  ianportanti  and  I  hope,  at  the  proper  atage, 
tbe  delaib  of  tbia  bill  will  be  inveatigated  and  acrutini* 
led  with  all  that  care  and  attention  which  the  aolemn 
inportaaee  of  the  aubject  ao  imprrioualy  demanda.  For 
tbe  pretent  I  ahell  only  attempt  to  demonatrate  that  the 
fginuufl  erib  enumerated  in  the  preamble  of  the  bill  do 
exiit  in  a  degree  thnt  thrratena  the  overt hrctw  of  our 
free  inttitutiooa,  and  briefly  to  urge  upon  the  Houte  the 
flxat  obtioua  neoeaaity  of  immediate  and  efficient  action 
upon  the  aubject. 

Wherever  the  principlea  of  civil  liberty  have  been 
tell  underatood,  tbia  haa  been  thought  a  aubject  of  the 
tnoit  vital  importance «  and  the  aevereat  penaltiea  have 
beco  provided  againat  oAcera  of  Government  bringing 
to  beir  any  a'irt  of  influence  upon  clecliona.  Whenever 
ihe  right  of  electing  law-makera  haa  been  well  aecured 
to  the  citiien,  that  right  haa  been  protected  and  gunrd- 
ed  by  lej(ialative  enaclmentu,  ao  «a  to  render  the  choice 
of  ihe  people  at  the  poila  free  from  all  official  e«>ntrol. 
Fornothing  could  be  a  greater  abaurdity  than  for  a  Govern- 
Bent  10  guaranty  to  ita  citixena  the  right  to  vote  in  chooa- 
iiif  their  rulera^  and  e«»untenance  the  interference  of 
*"J  power  whatever  which  ia  calculated  in  any  degree 
to  inierfrre  with  or  infringe  upon  the  free  exercise  of 
thit  ^ght.  In  Great  Britain,  the  country  from  which 
*e  derive  many  of  our  notiona  of  free  government, 
vhere  but  one  of  the  three  departmenta  of  the  law- 
"'^wg  power  ia  elective,  the  moat  elective  aafrg«iarda 
^  thrown  around  the  citisen  at  the  polla,  an  as  to  ren- 
der h>ai  as  prrfrctly  free  aa  it  ia  poanble  to  render  him. 
As  early  aa  1691  that  Gnwernment  waa  aeen  providing 
l^vy  penalties  againat  officers  of  Government  attempt- 
H  to  rzereiae  influence,  'in  elect iona.  And  the  same 
^ne  of  iegiilation  haa  been  followed  up  by  Parliament 
^  ibe  year  1809.  when  the  fine  for  such  mterfcrence 

*»  inercaied  to  £500,  and  many  other  diaqualifica- 

bom, 

/» 1801  tbe  attention  of  Mr.  Jefferson  was  called  to 
^nii  Hibjrct,  tndy  in  a  letter  to  Governor  McKean,  he 
'^the  fullowing  language:  "One  thing  I  will  say  as 
1^^  the  future  interference  with  elections,  whether  of 
^«e  or  General  Government,  by  officers  of  the  latter, 
*^^  be  deemed  cause  of  removal,  becauae  the  con- 
tbtttiiuBii  remedy  by  the  elective  f ranch  se  becomes 
"^in^  if  it  may  be  amothered  by  the  enormous  patron- 
H|  of  the  Federal  Government."  If  the  patronage  of 
l*^  Federal  Government  waa  ao  enormoua  in  1801,  when 
'^  >anutl  eipenaes  were  comparatively  amill,  as  to  set 
^^Q>u|tht  tbe  elective  francliisr,  how  great  must  be 
1?  'I'niCer  now  that  the  annual  ezpenst  s  are  between 
^^000  and  40.000,000  dollara,  and  the  number  of 
T^M  ulBeers  muStiphed  in  about  the  aame  p'opor- 

Again,  in  1829,  the  attention  of  this  nation  waa  called 
^^niubject,  in  the  moat  solemn  manner,  by  General 

iH^  in  hie  firat  inaugural  address,  in  which  he  em- 
ptnyithe  following  languages  "The  recent  demonatra- 
^  of  public  sentiment  inscribe  on  the  list  of  executive 
y^  in  characfera  too  legible  to  be  overlooked,  the 
^  of  reform;  which  will  require,  particularly,  the 
^eitoa  of  abuaea  that  have  broiignt  the  patronage  of 
^  Federal  Government  into  conflict  with  the  freedom 
^  ^itctioDs."    Anterior  to  thia  period  we  had  bad  aix 


adminiatrations,  embracing  a  period  of  just  forty  yearai 
and,  from  what  I  understand  to  be  an  authentic  account, 
I  have  learned  during  that  period  but  seventy-four  offi- 
cers were  turned  out  of  office;  of  which  number  nine 
instancea,  I  think,  occurred  in  the  adminlatratioa  which 
immediately  preceded  that  of  General  Jackson.     And 
although  this  nation  haa  no  evidence  that  a  aingle  one  of 
thoae  aeventy-four  offioera  waa  turned  out  for  opinion's 
sake,   yet  General  Jackson,  apprehending  that  such 
might  have  been  the  case,  and  looking  upon  such  an 
esercise  of  power  with  all  that  horror  which  it  is  cal* 
eulated  ao  naturally  to  excite  in  the  bosom  of  every 
patriot,  deemed  it  his  duty  to  bring  the  subject  befora 
the  country  in  this  aolemn  form.    This  waa  the  pre- 
cept of  Preaident  Jackaon  when  first  elected;  but,  in* 
credible  to  tell,  in  the  first  term  of  his  adminiatra- 
tion,  he  hurled  from  office  between  nine  hundred  and 
one  thousand  ufficera;  and  from  that  time  up  to  this 
his  course  upon  this  subjrct  haa  been  onward,  cruab* 
ing  as  it  were  every  thing  like  the  freedom  of  elec* 
tions'with  the  one  hundred  thousand  offioera  under  his 
control.     He,  by  the  exercise  of  thia  power,  not  only 
makes  the  officers  slavea  to  h*a  power,  hot  alao  conati- 
tutea  them  so  many  efficient  instmmenta  in  hia  handa  to 
bring  to  bear  the  fulleat  extent  of  their  influence  upon 
all  over  whom  they  can  exercise  any  control,  at  the  riak 
of  being  proscribed  and  hurled  from  office.    Sir,  to  wit- 
ness the  deleterious  and  demoralising  effects  of  thia 
monstrous  practice  is  humiliating  in  the  extreme,  and 
threatens  the  moat  diaaatroua  eonaequences  to  the  coun- 
try.   Whether  we  live  In  the  Eaat,  tbe  Weat,  the  North, 
or  the  South,  we  need  only  to  look  around  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  our  own  reaidence,  and  we  aee  daily  this  influence 
of  federal  officera  brought  to  bear  on  the  freedom  of 
our  elections.     In  every  county  caucus,  or  State  or  na- 
tional convention,  we  aee  the  oAce-hoklera  not  only  the 
prime  moveie.  but  moat  generally  themaelvea  conatiluting 
two  thirda  of  the  conventions.     I  will  inaUnce  the  aingle 
case  of  the  great  dennocratic  State  convention  in  Oiiio, 
which  assembled  at  Columbus  on  the  8th  of  January, 
1834,  for  the  purpose,  amongat  other  parly  acrvicea,  to 
nominate  delegatea  to  the  Bultimore  convention;  then, 
from  a  published  account  of  the  namea  of  the  different 
officers  and  the  offices  they  respectively^  filled,  it  ap- 
peara,  of  the  one  hundred  and  aeventeen  membera  at- 
tending, one  hundred  and  six  were  officers;  and  out*  of 
the  nineteen  congreaaional  committees  appointed  by  that 
convention  fur  the  Slate  of  Ohio,  conaiating  of  fifiy-two 
membera,  thirty  were  office-holders.     I  have  no  doobt, 
if  the  aubject  were  looked  into,  quite  aa  large  a  propor- 
tion of  oHice«holders  would  be  found  in  the  numberless 
public  meetings  of  this  sort,  which  we  constantly  witness 
in  the  various  other  aectiona  of  thia  country. 

Now,  when  it  ia  recollected  that  more  than  one  twen- 
tieth of  all  our  voters  are,  in  effect,  office-holdera  of  the 
Federal  Government,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  upon 
the  auppoaition  that  there  are  one  hundred  thousand 
office-holdera,  which  includeis  I  auppose,  all  persons  re- 
ceiving a  direct  emolument  from  the  Government,  we 
may  readily  have  a  view  of  the  tremendoua  power  which 
a  Preaident  may  wield  by  executive  power;  liaving,  upon 
an  average  throughout  the  country,  in  every  twenty  Ve- 
tera one  who  ia  dependent  upon  him  fur  the  bread  upon 
which  hia  wife  and  children  have  to  depend  for  aubatst- 
ence,  and  who  knows  the  only  reliance  for  the  continued 
favor  of  hia  Government  ia  hia  unceasing  party  servicea. 
Sir,  under  the  practical  operation  of  the  preaent  party 
diacipline,  tbe  Preaident  haa  not  only  all  the  offioc-hold- 
era  complete  slavea  to  hia  power,  but  he  alao  controls 
rather  an  indirect,  but  atill  a  very  powerful,  infiuenca 
over  all  the  relations  and  frienda  of  the  office-holder; 
and  he  exerciaea,  if  possible,  a  atill  more  powerful  influ- 
ence by  operating  upon  the  hopes  of  the  numberless 
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hufifpiy  ■pplieantt  for  oiBer,  outnumbering«  by  two  or 
three  fold,  in  all  probability,  the  whole  number  of  ofli* 
eera.  In  Great  Britain,  a  number  equal  to  one  seTenth 
part  of  all  the  voter*  in  the  kinf^dom  hold  offieet  in  eon- 
■eqnence  of  which»  it  was  seen  there  that  a  corrupt  and 
proflg^tte  King:,  holding^  the  appointments  to  and  remo- 
vals from  office  in  his  own  hands,  might  exercise  a  power 
over  the  vote  of  the  eitizen  inconsistent  with  liberty.  To 
remedy  this  crying  evil,  every  lover  of  liberty,  in  the 
kingdom  set  about  the  work  of  reform,  not  by  words, 
but  acts,  and  provided  a  most  effectual  remedy,  which, 
as  wss  shown  by  the  honorable  member  from  Tennessee, 
at  one  sweep  disfranchised  office-holders  to  the  number 
of  forty  thousand,  exceeding  one  seventh,  as  I  remark- 
ed,, of  the  entire  voting  population  of  the  kingdom. 
And  such  were  the  indignant  murmurs  in  Parliament 
from  all  sides,  both  whigs  and  tbries,  when  JLord  North 
intimated  that  be  could  not  perceive  the  impropriety  of 
m  Government  officer  exercising  his  personal  influence 
in  elections,  that  the  distinguished  lord  could  scarcely 
proceed  with  his  remsrks. 

Sir,  I  profess  myself  to  be  a  Jeffcrsoniaji  democrat;  I 
am  for  depriving  no  free  white  citizen  of  a  votei  I  look 
upon  it  as  a  most  sacred  prerogaiivei  but  I  am  not  for 
eztendini^  it  to  slaves,  for  the  suffrage  of  a  slave  would 
only  be  the  reflected  will  of  his  master.  Extend  to  such 
a  population  this  high  privilege,  and  you  thereby  only 
increase  the  %  otes  of  the  master  to  the  full  number  oi 
■laves  under  his  power.  At  this  my  democracy  revolts; 
I  hold  that  the  poorest  and  humblest  peasant  at  the  bal- 
lot-box should  have  the  same  number  of  votes  and  the 
same  power  as  that  of  ihe  most  pcAent  nabob  in  the  land. 
The  great  beauty  in  our  system  is,  that  all  men  have 
equal  privileges,  and,  if  equally  honest,  should  be  equal- 
ly esteemed.  But  unwilling  ss  I  am  to  restrict  the  right 
of  auff'rsge,  I  unhesitatingly  go  either  for  making  the 
whole  corps  of  official  slaves  free,  or  divest  them  of 
free  suffrage;  because  it  can  do  them  no  good,  and, 
under  the  control  of  a  bad  master,  may  do  the  country 
much  harm. 

Sir,  whether  useful  legislation  ahall  grow  out  of  this 
subject  at  this  session,  or  not,  I,  for  one,  sm  resolved  to 
atir  the  subject;  and  hackneyed  as  it  may  seem,  as  long 
aa  I  retain  my  station  here,  be  the  consequences  what 
they  may,  I  will  never  cease  my  efTorts,  humble  and  un- 
availing aa  they  may  prove,  until  some  remedy  shall  be 
provided.  For  unless  a  change  can  be  wrought  from 
the  present  state  of  things,  by  which  one  man,  by  the 
money  and  patronage  of  the  Government,  controls  half 
a  million  o(  voters,  this  Government  hss  no  charma  for 
me.  I  may  hive  in  my  nature  the  elements  of  a  tyrant, 
but,  thank  God,  not  of  a  slave.  Sir,  I  am  opposed  to 
proscription  for  opinion's  sake,  under  any  aapect  in 
which  the  subject  can  be  presented,  and  againat  the  sla- 
vish principle  I  swear  eternal  hatred,  and  wage  an  inter- 
minable war. 

No  candid  man,  unless  shamefully  ignorant  of  the 
history  of  the  times,  can  deny  that  in  this,  the  only 
entirely  free  form  of  government  on  earth,  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  the  freeborn  citizens  are  enslaved  in  the 
most  inexorable  bondnge  by  the  patronage  and  money  of 
the  Government. 

It  is  the  duty  of  every  patriot  to  stand  by  his  country 
In  this  hour  of  trial,  and  call  men  and  thinf^a  by  their 
proper  names.  1  denounce  that  man  as  an  enemy  to  hia 
country  and  ita  constitution,  let  him  be  high  or  low,  in 
or  out  of  station,  who  will  either  himself  practise  or 
sanction  in  others  the  punishment,  by  means  of  Govern- 
ment power,  of  the  citizen  for  voting  at  the  polls  ac- 
cording to  (lis  own  free  choice. 

Caesar  said,  give  me  money,  and  I  will  buy  men;  give 
me  men,  and  I  will  conquer  the  world.  He  verified,  to 
the  entire  satisfaction  oi  the  world,  this  declaration.    In  I 


his  day,  when  there  was  less  light  in  the  world,  he 
bought  men  with  money,  and  conquered  with  his  meo 
in  the  bloody  field  of  battle.  In  our  day,  men  are 
bought  with  monry,  and  their  masters  conquer  througli 
the  ballot-box.  This  new  pass  to  conquest  I  am  for 
barring  sgatnat  every  slave,  and  throwing  open  to  every 
freeman. 

General  Jackson,  in  his  veto  to  the  land  bill,  aaid, 
**  money  is  power."  This  he  declared  to  the  world  as  his 
opinion,  snd  I  believe  it  is  about  the  only  political  opin- 
ion which  he  haa  not  changed.  In  this  he  seems  to  have 
sn  abiding  confidence;  and  he  has  not  only  given  a  prac- 
tical illustration  of  his  belief  in  this  opinion,  but,  in  the 
Iste  canvass  for  the  presidency,  he  has  constrained  all  to 
admit  ita  truth. 

General  Jackson,  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Monroe,  upon 
his  elevation  to  the  presidency,  said  to  himx  '*Now  is 
the  time  to  exterminate  that  monster  called  party  apirit."* 
Would  to  God,  air,  that  he  would  now  say  to  hia  com- 
manding majority  in  both  Houses,  exterminate  this  moD- 
sler,  literate  the  hundred  thousand  whom  executive  pat- 
toaage  and  power  have  bound  down  in  chaina. 

Slavery  begets  meanness.  Who  has  not  beheldt  for 
the  last  eight  years,  with  grief  and  mortification,  tlie 
standard  of  public  morals  lowering  its  once  lofty  top, 
until  it  is  now  proatrste  in  the  dust.^  Who  has  not  sc^n 
truth,  and  virtue,  and  patriotism,  all  that  iy  beautiful  and 
lovely  in  the  land,  ainking,  decaying,  dying,  benemth  Che 
onward  and  blighting  power  of  pmscription? 

It  appears,  from  a  slip  which  I  cut  from  a  newspaper, 
which  purporta  to  present  f  n  official  return  from  all  the 
States,  that  a  change  of  five  hundred  and  ninety  votes 
would  have  changed  the  result  of  the  late  presidentUl 
election  in  the  States  of  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Rhode 
Island,  and  Connecticut.  The  federal  officers  in  those 
Ststes  would  much  exceed  this  number;  and  if  ao,  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  sorely,  did  not  receive  the  votes  of  a  major- 
ity of  the  free  voters  of  those  States*  And  can  any  f^n- 
tleman  seriously  contend  that  persons  holding  office, 
and,  consequently,  under  so  much  terror  of  the  Execu* 
thre  of  these  United  Statea,  were  independent  voters  in 
the  late  presidential  election? 

I  do  not  deny  but  that  some  of  the  subordinate  officers 
of  the  Government  are  of  the  oppoaition,  but  1  hesitate 
not  to  give  it  aa  the  result  of  my  deliberate  opinion  that 
ninety-nine  out  of  every  hundred  of  the  offices  worth 
having  are  held  by  friends  of  the  administraiion,  unless 
under  peculiar  circumstances,  such  as  in  some  instances 
I  have  known,  and  many  I  have  heard  of,  where  the  in- 
cumbent was  required  to  vote  for  the  Government  can- 
didate,  and  allowed  the  poor  privilege  of  retaining  the 
name  of  a  member  of  the  opposition.  There  are  many 
little  cross-road  post  offices,  where  the  emoluments  are 
literally  nothing,  and  where  there  resides  but  one  faatt- 
ly;  and  in  such  cases,  I  suppose,  ao  opposition  men  ia  oc- 
casionally sppointed  to  an  office. 

Gentlemen  have  solemnly  asserted  on  this  floor  that  a 
majority— yea,  I  think  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Lahb]  said,  the  otherjday,  a  large  majority— of  the  office- 
holdera  under  this  adminiatration  are  opposed  to  it;  and 
cited,  as  s  proof  of  the  assertion,  that  even  here«  in  thia 
District,  a  large  majority  of  the  clerku  are  in  the  oppo- 
sition. Sir,  I  regret  to  hesr  such  assertions  made  here, 
because  I  feel  myself  constrained  to  assert,  in  my  pluce, 
that  be  who  ventures  such  an  aasertion  says  that  which, 
in  the  verv  nature  of  the  case,  it  is  impossible  he  could 
know  to  be  true;  for  I  will  venture  my  existence  that 
not  a  member  on  this  floor  knows  one  twentieth  part  of 
the  clerks  in  this  city  even  by  name,  much  less  their 
politics.  If  I  assert  that  to  be  true,  of  the  truth  of 
which,  in  the  nature  of  the  case,  I  could  not  know,  sure- 
ly 1  state  that  which  is  substantially  untrue.  Sir,  the 
clerkships  in  this  District  are  much  sought  after,  for  the 
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officer!  f^t  well  paid  for  all  they  do;  and,  without  pre- 
te&ding  to  any  knowledge  on  this  subject  other  than 
vbtt  I  infer  irooi  that  which  I  bare  seen  and  known  to 
exist  eUevhere,  I  renture  to  say  that  not  one  out  of 
twenty,  if  indeed  there  be  one  out  of  the  whole  number^ 
openly  scknowledges  be  it  opposed  to  the  adminis- 
iTitioo.  I  know,  sir»  in  confidential  conversations  with 
memben  of  the  opposition,  they  sometimes  freely  unbo- 
lom  themselves,  and  think  as  badly,  and  speak  as  un- 
ipiringly,  of  the  men  and  measures  of  the  party  as  I  do, 
and  yet  uy,  notwithstanding,  they  call  themselves  sup- 
porters  of  the  administration .  Sir,  what  I  speak  I  know, 
iD(i  so  do  other  members  on  this  floor.  No,  air)  tell  me 
Dot  thit  (he  clerks,  here  or  elsewhere,  in  the  employ- 
meat  of  this  Government,  even  if  they  disapprove  and 
condemn  both  the  men  and  measures  of  the  administra- 
tion, dare  express  it.  I  know  it  Is  not  the  case,  but, 
npun  (be  other  hand,  they  are  slaves,  and  fear  to  speak 
^  truUif  and  that  is  not  half:  their  innocent  daughters 
jod  wives  are  also  afraid  to  apeak  out  the  truth.  This  I 
m  vUnessed,  and  never  before  did  I  behold  a  specta- 
ue  tbat  filled  my  soul  with  so  much  disgust  and  loathing 
be  their  oppressors.  The  tendency  of  these  things  is 
graceful  to  the  enlightened  age  in  which  we  live. 
And,  «r,  I  sppeal  to  your  parly,  who  have  unlimited 
porer,  in  both  branches  of  this  Congress,  to  come  for- 
*&rd,  tnd  give  tts  a  remedy  for  these  intolerable  griev- 
»«««.  I  invite  you  to  look  back  to  the  history  of  the 
revolution  of  parties  in  all  Governmenta  on  earth,  and 
^7  vbether  you  can  always  expect  to  keep  in  the  ascen- 
«Qcj;  vhether  yoa  aee  nothing  in  the  late  presidential 
eanrass  which  should  produce  misgivings.  Do  you  not 
««.  wiih  til  of  General  Jackson's  unrivalled  popularity, 
^^  the  ^40.000,000  of  aurplus  revenue,  you  were  una- 
f>«  to  crry  for  Mr.  Van  Buren  a  majority  of  the  votes 
ictui^ly  ctit,  and  that  your  success  is  attributable  more 
'0  tbe  vetkness  of  their  adversaries,  growing  out  of  di- 
»*ona'nong  themselves,  than  to  your  own  strength^ 
^9*>  that  you  must  aoon  part  with  these  two  mainstays 
^  your  party,  Jackaon  and  the  money,  had  you  not  bet- 
lermec  on  terms  before  another  contest^ 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  think  I  fully  understand  the  confident, 
*^nt,  and  perhaps  the  too  sanguine  character  of  my 
?">  organization.  But,  after  making  all  due  allowance 
*^^  1  feel  the  moat  encouraging  confidence  that  all  ia 
°<"  ret  gone,  but  that  the  elementa  of  a  successful  resist- 
^^rt  yet  in  full  and  vigorous  existence  in  this  coun- 
ts ^^t  it  requires  the  happening  of  no  future  event, 
^ot  which  new  parties  are  to  be  formed,  before  suc- 
^tal  reitstance  can  be  made.  What  proof  need  I  ad- 
^^t  in  support  of  this  opinion,  other  than  the  result  of 
^^i^te  presidential  election,  and  the  circumsUnces  at- 
f^Bg  At  True,  there  exist  some  diflTerences  on  subor- 
Q"<ate  points  in  the  f^seat  whig  party  who  opposed  Mr. 
to  Buren}  but  these  diflTerences  are  mainly  upon  gone- 
°J  M  now  settled  questions.  And  but  one  principle 
^  the  late  canvass  animated  that  party  t  it  was  that  whig 
pvit  which  stood  up  for  our  free  constitution  in  oppo- 
»^  to  the  ruUtless  march  of  spoils  and  of  party.  We 
'/n  divided  in  opinion,  sir,  in  different  portions  of  the 
^<^Q,  as  to  the  most  available  opposition  candidate 
¥>nwhom  to  unite  {  the  consequence  was,  a  want  of 
^^  inspiring  confidence  of  success  which  is  ever  indis- 
P«»ble  to  bring  the  voters  to  the  polls.  The  people, 
^^er,  seeing  no  possible  chance  to  elect  at  the  polls 
^(Der  of  the  oppoaition  candidstes,  attended  the  elec- 
||<mbare]y  ua  aort  of  homsge  to  the  constitution  t  many 
iBMutnda,  however,  failed  to  come  out  through  de- 
cency. Notwithstanding  all  these  disadvanUges,  Mr. 
>ui  Buren  failed  to  receive,  by  aeveral  thousand,  a  ma- 
^>ty  of  the  votes  actually  given.  If  then,  sir,  with  all 
^  popularity  of  General  Jackson,  all  the  patronage 
«  this  Government,  growriog  out  of  appropriations  run 
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up  last  year,  in  my  opinion,  specifically  in  reference 
to  the  then  pending  presidential  election,  to  exceeding 
#38,000,000,  three-fold  as  much  as  the  average  annual 
appropriations  of  any  previous  administration  in  time  of 
peace,  together  with  f40,000,000  of  surplus  revenue, 
with  which  to  buy  up  the  influence  of  all  the  venal  banka 
in  the  country,  Mr.  Van  Buren  failed  to  get  a  majority 
of  the  votes  cast,  I  ask  every  candid  mind,  does  it  not 
speak  volumes  for  the  purity  of  the  peoples  and  is  it 
not  conclusive  proof  to  the  opposition  that  the  elementa 
of  a  auccessful  resistance  to  the  principles  of  spoils  and 
plunder  are  with  ua;  that  we  should  wait  for  the  hap- 
pening of  no  future  event,  out  of  which  new  parties  are 
to  be  formed,  but  fight  on?  Let  the  watchword  with 
every  patriot  be  victory  or  death ! 

Frienda  of  the  oppoaition,  if,  in  selecting  a  candidate 
under  whose  banner  we  are  to  rally  in  future,  there 
be  an  unworthy  member  among  us,  whose  attachment 
to  any  particular  man,  or  whose  peraonal  views,  will 
cause  him  to  stand  out  againat  the  choice  of  a  major- 
ity  of  our  friends,  let  him  retire  from  our  ranks,  and 
take  a  station  among  those  whose  aouls  are  more  conge* 
nial  with  his  owns  he  is  not  worthy  of  4  station  in  the 
ranka  of  those  who  are  now  fighting  the  battles  of  the 
constitution  against  corruption  and  bribery.  We  fight 
not  for  oflice,  nor  place,  nor  merely  for  the  sake  of  am- 
bition and  victory  I  but  for  the  restoration  of  those  con- 
stitutional principles  for  which  our  fathers  fought  through 
the  Revolution  of  76.  He  aipongst  us  who  fights  for  a 
less  worthy  motive  is  not  entitled  to  a  station  amongst 
us.  Whether  in  great  political  struggles,  or  on  the 
bloody  battle  field,  oppressors  cannot  compete  with 
equal  numbers  of  the  oppressed.  Sir,  the  slaves  of  a 
tyrant's  power  were  taught  by  the  oppressed,  on  the 
field  of  San  Jacinto,  the  folly  of  attempting  to  subjugate 
those  whose  hearts  were  imbued  with  the  principles  of 
freemen;  and  I  now  warn  the  advocates  of  party  and 
spoils  to  profit  by  the  example. 

Under  the  fullest  conviction  of  the  utter  indefensibili- 
ty of  proscription,  the  most  despicable  of  all  political 
hereaies,  gentlemen  of  the  adminlnration  attempt  to  jus- 
tify themselves,  not  upon  principle,  by  alleging  that  the 
opposition,  if  in  their  situation,  would  act  as  they  do. 
This,  sir,  1  humbly  trust,  would  never  be  the  esse;  but 
if  it  were,  surely  it  would  not  render  right  that  which  it 
in  and  of  itself  so  utterly  wrong. 

Sir,  I  admit  that  in  some  of  the  State  Governments, 
where  the  opponents  of  this  administration  have  gained 
the  ascendency,  they  have,  to  some  partial  extent,  turn- 
ed out  of  office  their  political  opponents.  This,  sir,  I 
admit  to  have  been  wrong  in  them,  and  I  never  will  at- 
tempt to  justify  it,  whether  practised  by  friends  or  ene- 
mies. If,  however,  any  measure  which  in  itself  is  wrong 
could  possibly  be  excused,  surely  there  is  the  best  sort 
of  apology  for  this  impropriety  in  those  States  where 
the  enemiesof  the  administration  have  been  ground  into 
the  dust  by  federal  power,  and  been  swept  en  maa$e 
from  every  office  of  the  Federal  Government.  It  seems 
to  be  a  natural  impulse  of  our  nation  when  stricken  to 
strike  back,  when  oppressed  to  resist  oppression!  and 
when  it  is  conducted  upon  the  principles  of  **  spoils  and 
plunder,"  the  savage  mode  of  warfare^  where  neither 
aex,  age,  nor  condition,  ia  spared,  it  would  be  more  than 
human,  when  pressed  to  the  last  extreme  of  desperation, 
not  to  carry  the  war  into  the  territory  of  the  enemy,  and 
even  to  use,  in  a  apirit  of  revenge  upon  the  oppressor*, 
their  own  savage  weapons;  and  as  wrong  as  this  may 
seem  in  our  judgment  upon  principle,  so  long  as  frail 
human  nature  remains  what  it  is,  it  will  to  some  extent 

be  observed.  ...      * 

But,  sir,  such  policy  is  at  war  with  every  principle  of 
the  constitution,  and  no  true-hearted  whig,  who  under- 
stands the  principles  of  his  party,  will  ever  approve  this 


1523 


GALES  &  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


]:'2\ 


H.  OT  R.] 


Freedom  of  Eleeticne. 


[Fii.  1, 1837. 


B8  t  correct  rule  of  ict'ton.  Sir,  when  I  say  whig,  I  mean 
eiftry  man,  to  whatever  minor  division  he  may  belong, 
who  stands  up  for  the  country  and  the  principles  of  our 
constitution  against  the  Uwless  assaults  whch  this  ad- 
ministration is  committing  upon  all  the  dearest  and  most 
vital  principles  of  free  Government;  and  he  who  fights 
for  spoils  and  plunder  in  our  ranks  is  unworthy  of  his 
station,  and  ahould  take  bia  stand  in  the  ranks  of  those 
whose  hearts  are  more  congenial  with  his  own. 

There  is  not  an  office-holder  in  this  Government  to- 
ward whom  I  have  one  unkind  feeling,  and  I  regret  that 
public  duty  rcquirea  nf  me  to  allude  to  the  case  of  any 
individual,  particularly,  in  my  own  rrgion  of  country. 
As  this  subject  has  been  volunlsrily  obtruded  upon  the 
notice  of  the  House  by  those  who  have,  in  debate  here, 
assumed  to  take  upon  themselves  the  defence  of  this  ad- 
ministration, T,  as  a  representative  of  the  people,  do  not 
feel  at  liberty  to  consult  my  inclinations  when  opposed 
to  my  convictions  of  duty.  In  Kentucky  there  are  in- 
stances where  appointments  to  ofBce  under  this  adminis- 
tration have  been  conferred  on  the  moat  irresponsible 
characters,  over  the  heads  of  the  best  citizens.  In  my 
own  district,  the  office  of  postmaster  was  conferred  upon 
an  individual  who,  though  he  had  lived  in  the  county  for 
twelve  or  fifteen  years,  where  he  has  from  eight  hun- 
dred to  a  thousand  political  friends,  could  not  procure  a 
single  individual  who  would  go  his  security  for  paying 
over  to  the  Government  the  proceeds  of  the  office.  Sir, 
he  had  been  notoriously  and  utterly  insolvent  for  the  last 
ten  years;  and  yet  he  held  the  office  for  about  six 
months;  and  at  last,  when  he  could  not  procure  security, 
and  was  apprised  he  could  not  longer  keep  it  without 
security,  he  very  civilly  did  what  every  man  that  I  ever 
heard  speak  of  the  subject  predicted  he  uould  do  when 
dismissed:  be  kept  whatever  had  not  been  drawn  out 
of  his  hands;  which  the  Postmaster  General  informed  me 
in  an  official  communication  but  the  other  dsy.  The 
sum  was  small;  it  amounted  but  to  eighty-six  dollars  and 
ninety  cents.  This  is  truly  a  very  inconsiderable  amount, 
but  it  answers  to  illustrate  the  degrading  tendency  of 
the  policy  of  this  administration.  In  another  instance, 
the  office  of  postmaster  in  a  very  respectable  village  was 
conferred  on  a  man  that  had  not  credit  to  hire  a  horse 
to  ride  to  his  wedding,  and  was  compelled  to  make  the 
trip  on  foot.  Sir,  under  such  policy  as  has  characterised 
this  administration,  corruptions  as  naturally  grow  up  as 
does  vegetstion  spring  forth  in  the  spring.  They  im- 
periously demand  some  remedy. 

The  most  eztravsgant  ai)d  high* wrought  eulogies  have 
been  poured  forth  by  gentlemen  upon  this  floor  on  Gen- 
eral Jackson  and  his  administration;  and,  in  a  tone  ap- 
proaching defiance,  we  are  told,  with  all  the  solemnity 
for  which  the  style  of  the  venerable  gentleman  from 
Louisiana  is  so  remsrksble,  that  General  Jsckson  ts  not 
surpassed  by  Washington  in  the  field,  and  JeflTerson  in 
the  cabinet.  He  said,  wo  be  to  that  man  whose  name 
ahall  be  found  on  the  page  of  his  country's  history  as  the 
accuser  of  Andrew  Jackson!  Sir,  it  was  not  my  plessure 
that  this  subject  should  have  been  brought  up  upon  this 
occasion;  but,  as  it  haa  been  brought  before  the  country, 
I  am  not  the  man  to  shrink  from  the  responsibility  of 
spesking  what  I  think  is  the  truth  of  any  man;  and,  sir, 
with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  import  of  what  1  am  about 
to  utter,  and  with  the  greatest  possible  deliberation,  I 
aay  that,  if  I  were  vain  enough  to  suppose  my  name 
would  ever  be  handed  down  to  posterity  as  the  friend 
and  defender  of  the  liberties  of  my  country,  there  is  no 
psge  of  history  which  I  should  so  much  desire  to  occupy 
aa  that  of  pronouncing  upon  this  floor,  as  an  American 
Congressman,  in  the  noontide  of  General  Jackson's  ad- 
ministration, that  he  has  done  more,  in  the  short  space 
of  eight  years,  to  lower  the  standard  of  public  morals, 
to  corrupt  the  source  of  all  legitimate  power,  and  sub- 


vert the  prineiplea  of  civil  liberty,  without  the  ipilfing 
of  blood,  than  any  one  man  who  has  ever  lived. 

Sir,  this  Government  is,  to  every  practical  parpoie, 
thoroughly  revolutionized.  All  power  is  in  the  execu* 
tive  department.  We  have  nothing  but  the  forms  oFi 
free  government  left.  But  I  feel  encouraged,  from  the 
late  presidential  election,  to  believe  there  is  virtue  ind 
intelligence  enough  in  the  people  to  reinvigortte  viih 
new  life  that  skeleton  of  the  only  free  fom  of  g^otero- 
ment  on  earth. 

I  will  not,  for  a  moment,  allow  myself  to  doubt  tbit 
all  ia  yet  aafe,  if  we  but  emulate  the  ezamole  of  our  fa> 
thers  who  bequeathed  to  ue,  at  the  price  of  much  blood, 
this  our  l>eloved  form  of  government. 

There  is  no  one  eauae  which  will  more  certainly  pro- 
duce its  specific  eff*ect,  than  that  the  prescriptive  poliey  of 
this  administration,  the  turning  out  of  office  the  iDcuin- 
bent  for  daring  to  vote  according  to  his  own  free  will, 
the  punishment  of  the  citizen  for  opinion's  sake,  units 
arrested,  must  soon  render  this  the  corroptest  Gorem- 
ment  on  earth.  Human  nature  is  the  same  all  over  the 
earth,  and  ia  subject  to  be  acted  upon  by  the  nme 
causes,  whether  in  a  free  or  despotic  Government.  Y(m 
will  find  most  of  vice  and  corruption  where  there  u 
moat  inducement  to  lead  to  crime,  and  least  to  deter 
from  its  commission.  And  let  it  nnt  be  supposed,  be- 
cause we  have  the  only  truly  free  and  republican  form 
of  government  on  earth,  that  our  citizens  sre  incomipt- 
ibie.  Once  establish  it  aa  the  conatitutional  doctrine  tbit 
your  President  has  Itie  power  to  remove  for  opinion^ 
sake,  and  let  public  aentiment  sanction  it,  aad  then  give 
him  what  General  Jackaon  had  in  the  late  prestdentitl 
canvass,  one  hundred  thousand  offices  at  hit  disposil, 
with  thirty  odd  milfiona  of  appropriations  to  expend,  ara 
forty  millions  of  surplus  revenue  in  his  handf,  and  if  be 
do  not  dictate  and  appoint  hia  auecessor,  it  will  be  be- 
eatise  he  is  a  Waahington,  and  not  a  Jackson.  Thani 
God,  these  principles  are  not  yet  sanctioned  by  the  peo^ 
pie  of  these  United  Sutes;  but  whenever  they  sre,  1  now 
proclaim  it,  that,  believing  such  a  Government  not  vortb 
preserving,  I  will  be  for  revolution;  yes,  sir,  s  revoluiio" 
purified  by  the  blood  of  every  traitor  who  dsrei  to  men 
tion  such  ruinous,  dsmning  principles. 

Sir,  it  haa  been  aaid  here,  on  this  floor,  that  Genera 
Jackson  should  have  swept  from  office  every  opponent 
This  doctrine  for  a  while  was  too  chilling  for  this  mr 
ridian.  It  first  made  its  appearance  at  a  distancr,  m 
northern  clime;  an  ominoua  region,  I  fear;  it  was  throffi 
out  as  a  feeler,  firat,  I  believe,  in  the  State  from  whici 
the  President  elect  comes.  Now,  sir,  we  find  it  adroci 
ted  in  every  seetion  of  the  country,  and  acted  upon  i 
the  governing  rule  of  this  administration.  It  is  not  th 
doctrine  of  the  constitution;  and  no  man,  it  seens  to  me 
can  believe  it  is.  Go,  sir,  to  the  framers,  the  authors  c 
the  eonatitution.  Go  to  that  great  man,  Jefferson,  vb 
draughted  your  eonatitution,  and  what  do  you  learn 
Without  one  exception,  the  language  of  all  who  hat 
spoken  upon  the  subject  pronounces  this  to  be  an  uncol 
stitulional  power;  that  he  who,  aa  President,  would  dif 
to  practise  it,  should  be  impeached  and  hurled  frofoo 
fice.  Shall  I  inault  the  understanding  of  this  House  b 
stopping  to  prove  that  every  man  ahould  be  as  free  an 
as  unrestrained  in  the  natural  bent  of  his  inclinationsi  ( 
the  ballot-box,  as  the  water  that  flows  along  the  dovi 
ward  current'  Once  settle  it  that  your  President  has  ti 
constitutional  power,  and  that  public  sentiment  lanctioi 
its  exercise,  to  hurl  from  oflfice  every  incumbent  wb 
votes  against  the  Government  candidate,  and  you  ^ 
only  make  alaves,  in  the  mode  already  pointed  out,  i 
one  fourth  of  your  voters,  but  you  will  have  arrayed 
under  the  control  of  one  man's  will,  a  mighty  host  \ 
war  against  the  bulwarks  of  public  liberty. 

If  the  President  does  not  derive  from  the  constiiutu 
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the  pover  to  tern  out  ofiiecri  on  political  groundt,  from 
vbeiice  does  be  derive  this  moet  alarming^  prerogative 
touke  tbe  money  of  the  people,  intrusted  to  him  as  a 
pablie  sprrtDt,  solely  to  promote  the  public  good,  to 
gratify  hit  own  personal  roali^ity  in  the  punishment  of 
aaeueiDy,  or  to  gratify  his  private  and  individual  attach* 
Detiti  to  t  political  favorite,  who  has  won  his  favor  by 
hvnia^,  flattering,  and  lying?  Sir,  be  derivea  it  from 
tbe  nise  source  that  the  outlaws  of  every  nation  derive 
the  prerogittve  of  committing  piracy  on  the  high  seasi 
the  ane  wurce  from  whence  the  highway  robber  de« 
rrnsthe  prerogative  to  demend  of  tbe  traveller  bis  purse, 
uoder  tiie  penslty  of  death  i  the  same  source  from  which 
I,  fts  the  employed  agent  of  a  company  that  had  intrust- 
ed me  with  ^,000,000,  to  be  laid  out  and  expended  by 
BKioaipecific  way,  for  their  benefit,  would  derive  the 
prerogative  to  use  their  means  as  an  engine  to  oppress  a 
penonal  eoemy,  or  to  divide  it  among  my  friends  or 
cbitdren,  which  is  simply  the  possession  of  the  physical 
p4*er,  tbe  brute  force. 

Juit  u  well  might  General  Jackson  march  the  regular 
vmy,  of  which  he  is,  by  virtue  of  his  station,,  command* 
er-iiKbief,  to  the  doors  of  this  Capitol,  and  demand  the 
hod  of  every  member  or  Senator  who  has  dared  to 
^V  the  truth  of  him,  as  to  wreak  his  vengeance,  or 
ihatof  aome  uaprinoipled  subaltern,  upon  the  helpless 
oftcer,  by  burling  him  from  his  station,  for  daring  to 
diKfaarge  his  constitutional  right  at  the  polls.  Yes,  a 
l^ooiuul  tines  better  would  it  be  for  the  country;  for, 
B  (be  one  case,  tbe  people  would  see  and  understand 
Ike  object  of  the  movement,  aqd  would  fly  to  the  rescue, 
siddeal  out  summary  vengeanoe  on  such  a  blood-thirsty 
dttpot;  whilst,  in  the  other  case,  the  same  object  is  at* 
^oed  by  the  concentration  of  all  power  in  the  hands  of 
>K  nan,  but  in  a  secret,  sly,  and  insinuating  mode, 
iU  it  leema  the  acuteness  of  the  public  vision  has  not 
?et  10  clearly  discerned. 

if  the  King  of  England  or  of  Prance  were  thus  openly 
J'ri^uire  that  every  office-bolder,  under  tbe  penalty  of 
tesal  from  office,  should  vote,  in  elections  of  members 
^  Firliament  or  Chamber  of  Ueputies,  for  the  csndi* 
we  of  bis  choice,  it  would  produce  an  instantaneous 
cnvQliioD;  and  nothhig  abort  of  tbe  head  of  the  King 
*^  pay  the  penalty.  Sir,  even  in  those  kingly  Gov- 
enaenra^  their  laws  and  constitution  guard  most  sedu- 
M7  the  freedom  of  the  elective  franchise.  Here  the 
<«c«r  a  turned  out  who  fails  to  operate  to  tbe  fullest 
^nt  of  his  influence  in  favor  of  the  Government  can* 
«Utc. 

Before  Mr.  QmAvsa  bad  finished  bis  remarks,  at  given 
mire  above,  tbe  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  CAxaasLEvs, 
Pf^eded  to  tbe  orders  of  tbe  day,  tbe 

INDIAN  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

^  bill  making  appropriations  for  tbe  current  ex* 
P^ofihe  Indian  department,  and  for  fulfilling  treaty 
^PviatioflB  with  the  varioua  Indian  tribes,  for  tbe  year 
'V^i  coming  opt  and  the  question  being  on  concurring 
*rh  the  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  in  tbe  amendments 
•fcie  thereto— 

^r.  GUSHING  said  that  tbe  bill  before  the  House, 
^"^  appropriations  for  the  current  expenses  of  tbe 
wuQ  department,  threw  open  to  discussion  the  whole 
i^cy  of  the  Government  of  the  United  Ststes  in  relation 
^^  Indians.  On  comparing  the  hill  with  the  estimatea 
^ted  by  the  Committee^  of  Waya  and  Means,  the 
'^^'^  vould  see  that  it  CQibraced  annuities  and  other 
^jnents  to  the  Indians,  under  the  treaty  with  the 
^eksof  the  7ih  August,  1790,  and  the  treaty  conclu- 
^M  Greenville  on  the  3d  Auguat,  1795,  for  the  gen. 
^  pacification  of  the  Wyandots,  Detawares,  Shawa- 
^h  and  others  of  the  northwestern  tribes,  and  ao 
^"»  through  inUrvening  yr ar?,  to  the  treaty  of  the 


28th  March  last,  with  the  Ottawaa  and  Chippewas.  The 
provisions  of  the  bill  covered  the  entire  period  of  the 
constitutional  being  of  the  nation.  There  was  not  an  act 
of  our  political  intercourae  with  the  Indians,  which  it 
did  not  directly  or  indirectly  reach.  The  present  was, 
therefore,  a  fit  opportunity  for  examining  tbe  treatment 
of  the  Indhins  by  the  United  States,  and  their  respective 
rights  and  obligations;  and  upon  this  subject  he  proposed 
to  address  the  House. 

His  object,  he  said,  in  debating  this  matter,  was  not 
political  agitation.  Nor  was  it  personal  eflReet.  On  the 
contrary,  he  felt  admonished  thst,  in  the  performance  of 
this  undertsking,  he  should  have  to  tread  oo  diflicult  and 
dangerous  ground.  Nevertheless,  he  waa  impelled  to  it, 
in  the  first  place,  by  perceiving  that  the  true  atate  of  the 
case  between  the  United  States  and  the  Indians,  as  it 
now  exists,  was  not  fully  comprehended  out  of  doors,  at 
least  in  that  part  of  the  country  from  whence  be  came. 
Men  speak  and  think  of  the  subject  just  as  they  did 
seven  years  sgo,  when  it  was  a  atill  depending  question, 
whether  the  Indians  should  remain  within  the  chartered 
limits  of  the  several  States  in  which  they  are,  or  should 
remove  beyond  the  Mississippi.  Meanwhile,  the  United 
States  had  entered  upon  a  new  line  of  policy  and  of  gen* 
era!  conduct  towarda  the  Indians.  Another  set  of  tacts 
had,  in  the  course  of  events,  come  up,  to  which  it  was 
time  the  public  attention  should  be  turned,  if  any  thing 
of  a  practical  nature  waa  to  be  done.  He  wiabed,  so  far 
as  bis  humble  mesns  of  influence  might  f^o^  to  contribute 
something  to  the  sccomplishment  of  that  end.  Tbia  waa 
one  consideration.  And  he  was  impelled,  in  the  second 
plsce,  by  a  desire  to  begin  to  discharge  tbe  duty  which 
he  owed,  as  a  public  man  and  a  member  of  Congress, 
to  the  broken  remnant  of  the  aboriginal  masters  of  this 
continent. 

We,  (said  Mr.  C.,)  who  are  membera  of  Congress  in 
opposition  to  the  administrators  of  the  Government,  liave 
but  a  secondary  part  assigned  to  us  in  public  affVtirs. 
We  seldom  have  the  power  to  carry  through  any  impor- 
tant act.  We  can  agitate  political  topics,  for  effect  on 
the  popular  mind  abroad,  or  on  thoae  about  us  here. 
We  can  make  suggeations,  communicate  facts,  propose 
messures.  We  can  support  those  plans  of  the  adminis* 
tration  which  we  think  to  be  just  and  wiae,  and  reaiat 
those  which  seem  unjust  or  unwise.  In  all  these  condi- 
tions, we  influence  the  action  of  the  Government  chiefly 
by  force  of  argument  addremed  to  the  judgment  or  the 
fears  of  that  controlling  majority  in  either  House,  which 
represents  or  executes  the  will  of  the  administration. 
We  may  thus  be  useful  to  prevent  evil  and  to  promote 
good,  to  perauade,  to  deter,  to  correct,  where  we  have 
no  power  to  command.  An  opposition  frequently  exer- 
cises valuable  functiona  in  the  originating  and  furthering 
of  great  measures^  which,  at  length,  when  thus  com- 
mended to  general  favor,  are  adopted  and  sanctioned  by 
the  administration;  signal  examplea  of  which  might  be 
cited  from  the  history  of  the  English  Parliament,  as  well 
as  of  Congress.  In  a  word,  I  conceive  that  we  abould 
be  wanting  to  ourselves  and  to  our  country,  if  we  did 
not  bring  the  acts  of  the  Government,  in  wbidi  tbe  in- 
terest of  the  nation,  its  honor,  snd  its  well-being,  sre  in- 
volved, to  the  test  of  temperate  and  candid  debate;  and 
I  shall  make  no  further  apology  for  presenting  my  views 
to  the  consideration  of  tbe  Uouae. 

What,  then,  is  the  system  of  policy  which  regulstes 
the  relstions  of  the  United  Ststes  and  the  Indians,  at  the 
present  time,  and  what  our  duty,  as  practical  statesmen, 
and  as  men  of  business,  in  reference  to  the  Indians^ 

We  call  ourselves  Americans.  But  we,  who  now  oc- 
cupy the  country,  are,  in  ourselves,  or  in  our  immediate 
progenitors,  emigrants  from  the  distant  shores  of  Europe. 
We  are  not  of  the  indigenous  races  of  the  continent.  We 
constitute  a  vast  republic,  divided  into  populous  and 
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powerful  Stttea.  Our  throng;ed  cUiet,  our  cultivated 
fields,  our  edifices,  ships,  commerce,  oinsls,  rail  ways, 
the  marks  of  our  prosperity  and  the  monuments  of  our 
civilization,  which  meet  the  eye  on  all  hands,  bespeak 
the  presence  and  the  power  of  a  great  people.  But  the 
primitive  lords  of  the  soil  are  humble  dependanta  on  our 
annual  bounty,  mutilated,  scattered,  extinct,  melted 
away  in  our  path  like  a  anow-flake,  devoured  as  the  dew 
before  the  rooming^  sun.  The  land  once  theirs  is  ours. 
The  empire  of  our  civilisation  ia,  by  right  or  by 
wrong,  honeatly  or  diahonestly,  established  tndeatruett- 
bly  throughout  the  New  World. 

By  what  tenure  of  right  is  it  that  we  hold  our  posaea- 
alons?  In  regard  to  thia  point  there  is  consistency,  at 
least,  if  there  be  not  justice,  in  the  doctrine  of  all  Buro- 
peans.  Every  nation,  aa  it  proceeded  to  make  settle- 
ments in  the  New  World,  claimed  its  territory  by  the 
title  either  of  discovery  or  of  conquest.  They  were 
Christians,  introducing  their  own  race,  and  with  it  their 
lawa,  into  regions  occupied  by  Pagans.  Thus  it  notori- 
ously waa  in  the  caae  of  the  Spaniards  and  Portuguese, 
who  obtained  so  large  a  portion  of  this  continent.  The 
soil  and  ita  inhabitanta  were  partitioned  between  them 
by  the  Papal  See,  and  given  up  to  their  arms  aa  to  an 
enterprise  of  crusade.  Columbus,  the  great  discoverer, 
Cortes  and  Pizarro,  the  great  conquerora,  and  others  of 
the  Peninsular  nations,  came  to  the  New  World  under 
mixed  inducements  of  ambition  and  of  religion.  They 
fought  under  the  banner  of  the  cross.  In  this  sign  they 
overthrew  the  empires  of  the  Incaa  and  of  the  Mexicans, 
and  colonized  the  rich  regions  of  the  South.  A  aimilar 
principle  directed  the  colonial  undertakinga  of  the 
French,  English,  and  Dutch.  Tbua,  the  commission  to 
the  Csbots,  in  virtue  of  whose  voyage  of  discovery  Great 
Britain  acquired  her  title  in  America,  empowered  them 
to  discover  countries  unknown  to  Christian  people,  and 
to  take  possession  of  these  in  the  name  of  the  King  of 
England.  Bach  and  all  of  the  original  coloniea  now  com- 
posing the  United  States,  aa  Florida,  Virginia,  Massa- 
chuaetts,  New  York,  Louiaiana,  founded  by  Spain,  Eng- 
land, Holland,  and  France,  respectively,  proceeded  in 
the  aasertion  of  their  right,  aa  Christians,  to  plant  the 
lands  previously  held  by  Indiana.  However  questionable 
may  be  the  nature  of  auch  a  pretension,  still  it  was  the 
idea  universally  followed.  There  is  not  an  acre  of  land 
held  by  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  whose  title  stands 
on  any  other  foundation.  It  is  the  fundamental  doctrine, 
the  oldest  element,  in  the  roonictpal  law  of  every  State 
of  the  Union. 

Conformable  to  which  baa  been  the  practice  of  each 
of  the  States,  snd  alao  of  the  United  States,  in  their 
legislation,  and  in  the  decisions  of  their  judicial  tri- 
bunals of  every  class.  The  several  States,  in  the  dis- 
position of  the  lands  belonging  to  them,  and  the  United 
States,  In  the  disposition  of  the  national  domain,  main- 
tain that  the  ultimate  dominion  over  the  soil,  and  the 
exclusive  right  of  granting  it,  are  in  tbemaelves  sub- 
ject only  to  the  qualified  right  of  occupancy  remaining 
in  the  Indian.  The  latter  can  occupy,  but  cannot  give 
a  title.  His  deed  conveys  his  mere  occupancy;  a  title 
in  fee  can  be  derived  only  from  the  Government.  To 
thia  eflTect  are  all  the  text  books.  Thus,  Chief  Justice 
Marshall  says: 

**  All  the  nations  of  Europe  who  have  acquired  terri- 
tory on  this  continent  have  asserted  in  themselves,  and 
have  recogniaed  in  others,  the  exclusive  right  of  the  dis- 
coverer to  appropriate  the  lands  occupied  by  the  In- 
dians." 

And  Judge  Story: 

"  It  may  be  aaked  what  was  the  effect  of  this  princi- 
ple of  discovery,  in  respect  to  the  rights  of  the  natives 
themselves?  In  the  view  of  the  Europeans,  it  created 
a  peculiar  relation  between  themselvea  and  the  aborigi- 


nal inhabitanta.  The  latter  were  admitted  to  poiMa  a 
present  right  of  occupsncy,  or  use  in  the  soil,  which 
waa  aubordinate  to  the  ultimate  dominion  of  the  diwor. 
erer.  They  were  admitted  to  be  tbe  rightful  occupanU 
of  the  soil,  with  a  legal  as  well  as  just  claim  to  retaia 
poeiesaion  of  it,  and  to  uae  it  according  to  their  own  dii> 
cretion.  In  a  certain  aenae,  they  were  permitted  to  ex* 
ercise  rights  of  sovereignty  over  it.  They  might  lellor 
transfer  it  to  the  sovereign  who  discovered  it,  but  tbej 
were  denied  the  authority  to  diapose  of  it  to  any  other 
person;  snd,  until  such  a  sale  or  transfer,  thry  were 
generally  permitted  to  occupy  it  as  aovcreigns  dtfado. 
But,  notwithstanding  thia  occupancy,  the  European  dii- 
coverera  claimed  and  exerciaed  the  right  to  grant  tbe 
soil,  while  yet  in  the  possession  of  the  natives,  subject, 
however,  to  their  right  of  occupancy }  and  tbe  title  «> 
granted  was  universally  admitted  to  convey  a  wfficient 
title  in  the  aoil  to  the  granteea  in  perfect  domintoD." 

And  Chancellor  Kent: 

'*  This  assumed  but  qualified  dominion  over  the  In- 
dian tribea,  regarding  them  as  enjoying  no  higher  title 
to  the  aoil  than  that  founded  en  simple  occupancy,  and 
to  be  incompetent  to  tranafer  their  title  to  any  other 
power  than  the  Government  which  claima  tbe  jurisdic- 
tion of  their  territory  by  right  of  diacovery,  aroie,  in  a 
great  degree,  from  the  neceasity  of  the  case.  *  *  It 
was  founded  on  the  pretension  of  converting  the  dii* 
covery  of  the  country  into  a  conquest t  and  it  is  now  too 
late  to  draw  into  diacussion  the  validity  of  that  preten* 
Mon,  or  the  reatrictiona  which  it  impoaea.  It  it  esUb* 
liahed  by  numeroua  compacts,  treatiea,  lawf,  and  or- 
dinances, and  founded  in  immemorial  uaage.  ThecooD- 
try  haa  been  colonized  and  aettled,  and  ia  now  held  by 
that  title.  It  ia  the  law  of  the  land,  and  no  court  ot 
justice  can  permit  the  right  to  be  disturbed  by  specula- 
tive reaaonlnga  or  abatract  rights." 

Such,  then,  is  the  settled  law  of  the  land  in  every 
part  of  the  United  States.  The  abstract  justice  of  tbe 
principle  is  another  question.  It  grew  up,  M  Chancel- 
lor Kent  suggests,  out  of  the  necessity  of  the  caae.  Wti 
it  better,  in  the  general  aum  of  good,  that  milliona  of 
Christians,  or  that  thousanda  of  Pagana,  should  occupy 
America?  That  the  land  ahould  be  aufTered  to  reoiait 
aa  a  lair  of  wild  beaata,  and  a  vast  hunting  field  lor  a  Tew 
scattered  aavagea,  or  that  it  ahouM  be  filled  withculu 
vated  men,  and  the  improvements,  moral,  political,  aw 
religioua,  which  appertain  to  refined  life?  1  will  no 
undertake  to  answer  thia  queation,  to  aum  up  the  gooi 
attained,  and  the  expense  at  which  attained,  so  as  t( 
strike  the  balance  between  civilization  and  bsrbartfin 
1  content  myself,  in  thia  part  of  the  aubiect,  to  del 
with  the  practical  fact,  which  lieaat  the  foundatioo  o 
our  intercourse  with  the  Indiana. 

This  maxim  of  public  law  has  directed  the  colons 
tion  of  America,  from  the  beginning  to  the  present  tiiae 
In  the  English  colonies,  as  distinguished  from  tb 
Spsnisbi  tbe  process  of  settlement  waa  mostly  a  pesc< 
ful  one.  Generally,  tbe  colonists  quieted  sndextil 
guished  the  title  of  the  Indians  by  contract,  and  at  sue 
a  price,  however  inadequate,  as  they  were  well  aaU 
fied  to  receive.  Yet  there  was,  I  believe,  no  colony  < 
any  magnitude  which  did  not,  at  aome  period  of  iia  tx 
istence,  engage  in  boatilitiea  with  the  Indians,  and  « 
quire  lands  by  force,  and  in  right  of  war.  And  thei 
was  no  colony  which  did  not  assume,  or  in  practiC 
ssnction,  the  right  of  exterior  legislation  over  the  It 
dians  within  ita  limita,  leaving  them,  nevertheleaa,  \ 
regulate  their  own  interior  police,  aa  municipal  c<M 
munities,  so  long  aa  they  continued  capable  of  doing  I 
In  the  legialatton  of  Massschusetts,  for  instance,  snaj 
New  York,  aa  well  aa  that  of  the  United  States,  tbelj 
diana  are  treated  aa  a  dependent,  not  a  aovereign,  nor 
foreign  people {  as  being  in  a  state  of  pupilage «  ur.ai 
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wvdsbrp)  andy  if  indulged  with  ptrttal  sclf-governnnentf 
jet  nbjeel  to  lee  that  Belf-government  ce«te»  when 
their  condition  ihall  leeoi  to  ut  to  require  it;  or,  in 
other  vords^  it  the  will  of  the  SUte,  or  of  the  United 
Statei,  who  by  the  conatitution  now  potaeM  the  ezclu* 
are  regolttton  of  intercourte  with  the  Indians.  And 
thif|  igiiD,  though  at  one  time  a  questioned  point,  must 
now  be  regtrded  as  the  settled  law  of  the  land.  Chief 
Jttitice  Uanhall  says: 

**  It  mj  well  he  doubted  whether  those  tribes  whieh 
Kiide  within  the  acknowledged  boundaries  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stttei  can,  with  strict  accuracy,  be  denominated 
foreign  nations.  They  may,  more  correctly,  perhaps, 
be  denoDinated  domestic  dependent  nations.  They 
eccQpy  a  territory  to  which  we  assert  a  title  independ- 
est  of  their  will,  which  must  take  effect,  in  point  of 
poMwion,  when  their  right  of  possession  ceases.  Mean- 
vbile,  they  are  in  a  state  of  pupilage.  Their  relation 
to  the  United  States  resembles  that  of  award  to  his 
gaudian.  They  look  to  our  Government  for  protec- 
tioD;  rely  upon  its  kindness  and  its  power;  appeal  to  it 
for  relief  to  their  wants;  and  address  the  President  as 
ibeir  Great  Father.  They  and  their  country  are  con- 
adered  by  foreign  nations,  as  well  as  by  ourselves,  as 
beieg  10  completely  under  the  sovereignty  and  domin* 
ioaof  the  United  States,  that  any  attempt  to  acquire 
their  iandi,  or  to  form  a  political  connexion  with  them, 
voild  be  considered  by  all  as  an  invasion  of  our  terri- 
lorj*  ind  an  act  of  hoatility.*' 

Theae  principles  became  the  subject  of  elaborate 
jidieid  investigation,  in  consequence  of  the  oontroTcrsy 
between  the  Cherokees  and  the  State  of  Georgis.  A 
■nmary  view  of  the  whole  ground  is  presented  in  the 
Miowing  remarks  of  Chief  Justice  Marshall: 

"The  exercise  of  the  power  of  self-government  by 
(be  Indiana,  within  a  State,  is  undoubtedly  contemplated 
to  be  temporary.  This  is  sliown  by  the  settled  policy 
rftbe  Govemnent,  in  the  extinguishment  of  their  title, 
•deipectally  by  the  compact  with  the  State  of  Georgia. 
itii  a  question  not  of  abstract  right,  but  of  public 
M>CT*  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  the  same  moral  rule 
vbichiboaid  regulate  the  affairs  of  private  life,  should 
^  be  regarded  by  communities  or  nations.  But  a 
*>^nd  national  policy  does  require  that  the  Indian 
^  within  our  States  should  exchange  their  terri- 
ivic^  QpoQ  equitable  principles,  or,  eventttally»  con- 
^  to  become  amalgamated  in  our  political  communt- 

/'At  beat,  they  can  enjoy  a  very  limited  independence 
*ithia  the  boondariea  of  a  State,  and  such  a  residence 
"^  tivaya  aubject  them  to  encroachments  from  the 
^ttcmenta  around  them;  and  their  eaiUence  within  a 
mt,  tt  a  separate  and  independent  community,  may 
^^^^  embarrass  or  obstruct  the  operation  of  the 
^tc  laws.  If,  therefore,  it  would  be  inconsistent  with 
J  political  welfare  of  the  States,  and  the  social  sdvsnce 
^  tbeir  citizens,  that  an  independent  and  permanent 
^ver  should  exiat  within  their  limits,  this  power  must 
K"t  wsy  to  the  greater  power  which  surrounds  it,  or 
"^k  its  exercise  beyond  the  sphere  of  Slate  authority. 

"Tliia  state  of  things  can  only  be  produced  by  a  ca- 
tion of  the  State  and  Federal  Governments.  The 
^  hu  the  exclusive  regulation  of  intercourse  with 
^  Imliana;  and,  so  long  ss  this  power «hall  be  exerci- 
^t  it  cannot  be  obstructed  by  the  State.  It  is  a  power 
^  by  the  constitution,  snd  sanctioned  by  the  most 
*<^n  acts  of  both  the  Federal  snd  State  Governments; 
^qoently,  it  cannot  be  abrogated  at  the  will  of  a 
^^*  It  ta  one  of  the  powers  parted  with  by  the  States, 
^  vetted  in  the  Federal  Government.  But  if  a  con* 
-^fj^yihall  occur,  which  shall  render  the  Indians  who 
^^  >n  a  State  incapable  of  self-government,  either  by 
"^  degradation  or  a  reduction  of  their  numbers,  it 


would  undoubtedly  be  in  the  power  of  a  State  Govern- 
ment  to  extend  to  them  the  aegis  of  its  laws.  Under 
such  oircumstsnces,  the  agency  of  the  General  Govern* 
ment,  of  necessity,  roust  cease. 

**  But  if  it  shall  be  the  policy  of  the  Government  to 
withdraw  its  protection  from  the  Indians  who  reside  with- 
in the  limits  of  the  respective  States,  and  who  not  only 
claimed  the  right  of  self-government,  but  have  uniform- 
ly exercised  it,  the  laws  and  treaties  which  impose  du- 
ties and  obligations  on  the  General  Government  should 
be  abrogated  by  the  powers  competent  to  do  so.  So 
long  as  those  laws  and  treaties  exist,  having  been  form- 
ed within  the  sphere  of  the  federal  powers,  they  must 
be  respected  and  enforced  by  the  appropriate  oi^^na  of 
the  Federal  Government." 

Mr.  C.  said  that,  having  thus  developed  the  public 
law  and  the  constitutional  right  spplicable  to  the  Indians 
within  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  he  should  now 
proceed  to  another  branch  of  the  question  of  national 
policy  involved  in  the  subject.  Under  various  treaties 
wiih  the  Indians,  at  every  epoch  of  our  history,  the  Uni- 
ted States  have  assumed  the  duty  of  protecting  them; 
we  have  labored  to  maintain  peace  among  them;  we 
have  anxiously  endeavored  to  civilize  and  elevate  them; 
we  have  sdmitted  their  right  of  occupancy;  we  have 
proceeded  in  the  extinction  of  tbeir  title  by  treaties  con- 
taining liberal  stipulations  for  their  permanent  advantage; 
our  national  intercourse  with  them  has  been  dictated  in 
general  by  a  pacific,  just,  and  paternal  spirit,  becoming 
the  character  of  the  United  States. 

Upon  observation  of  the  stste  of  the  Indians,  in  the 
aim  of  consulting  their  particular  welfare,  snd  at  the 
same  time  maintaining  them  in  existence  as  a  distinct 
people*  it  baa  been  seen  that  three  courses  offered  them- 
selves to  the  choice  of  the  United  States: 

In  the  first  place,  the  Indians  might  be  prompted  or 
allowed  to  organize  themselves  into  political  communi- 
ties, within  the  limi's  of  the  States  in  which  they  should 
happen  to  be,  and  independent  of  the  local  jurisdiction 
of  such  States.  ,  Some  of  the  Southern  tribes,  from  the 
admixture  of  white  men,  or  from  other  causes»  did  in 
fact  make  a  great  and  visible  progress  towards  civiliza- 
tion, and  had  manifested  an  aptitude  and  a  disposition 
to  continue  as  organized  nations  on  the  soil  of  their  in- 
heritance. They  had  been  favored  in  this  by  the  United 
States.  Yet  the  difficulties  attending  the  execution  of 
such  a  plan  were  serious  and  embarrassing  in  the  ex- 
treme, even  if  at  all  superable.  I  admit  (said  Mr.  C.) 
the  magnitude  of  those  difficulties.  I  defer  to  the  truth 
of  the  remark  of  Chief  Justice  MarshalU  just  quoted, 
that  the  exercise  of  the  powers  of  self-government  by 
the  Indians  w|ithin  a  State,  has  ever,  in  the  policy  of 
thisnstion,  been  contemplated  as  temporary;  that,  as  a 
general  rule,  when  it  becomes  inconsistent  with  the  po- 
litical welfare  of  a  State  that  an  independent  power 
should  exist  within  its  limita,  this  power  must  give  way 
to  the  greater  power  which  surrounds  it;  and  that  sound 
policy  requires  of  such  lesser  power,  either  to  part  with 
its  territory  upon  equitable  considerations,  or  eventual- 
ly consent  to  become  amalgamated  in  the  larger  politi- 
cal community.  I  recall  to  mind  the  corresponding  re- 
mark of  Chancellor  Rent,  in  regard  to  the  Indians  in  the 
older  States,  that,  **  To  leave  the  Indians  in  possession 
of  the  country  wss  to  leave  the  country  a  wilderness; 
and  to  govern  them  as  a  distinct  people,  or  to  rnix  with 
them,  or  admit  them  to  an  intercommunity  of  privileges, 
waa  impoasible,  under  the  circumstances  of  their  rela- 
tive condition.*'  These  difficulties,  I  repeat,  in  the  way 
of  leaving  the  Indians  to  the  exercise  of  independent 
politicsl  sovereignty  within  the  limits  of  a  State,  are  se- 
rious and  embarrassing,  even  if  they  be  at  all  superable. 
They  have  led  to  the  adoption,  in  the  older  States,  of—- 

In  the  second  phice,  the  organization  of  the  Indluu 


1531 


GALES  &  SEATON'S  REGISTEH 


1532 


H.  or  R.] 


Hfidian  Jppropriaiion  BilL 


[PiB.  1, 1837. 


into  monicipBl  communitiet  merely,  acting  under  the 
guardianship  and  supreme  legislative  control  of  the 
State.  Such  is  the  present  condition  of  the  few  remain- 
ing Indians  within  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

Thirdly,  the  removal  of  the  Indians  from  without  the 
limits  of  the  individual  States,  and  their  establishment 
in  the  unoccupied  territory  of  the  United  States  west  of 
the  Mississippi.  This  must  be  re^rded  as  the  system* 
atic  policy  of  the  present  administration.  When  I 
speak  of  it  as  the  policy  of  the  present  administration^ 
I  do  not  forget  the  fact  that  the  idea  of  the  removal  of 
the  Indians  was  entertained  at  an  early  period  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  (Government.  The  compact  with  Georgm 
proves  it(  and,  under  the  adminiatration  of  Mr.  Monroe^ 
especially,  the  idea  began  to  assume  a  distinct  shape,  as 
a  political  measure.  But  the  adoption  of  the  policy,  as 
a  settled  system,  belongs  to  the  last  eight  years;  and  the 
responsibility  of  it,  for  good  or  for  evil,  for  honor  or  for 
dishonor,  rests  with  the  present  administration. 

That  system,  as  now  in  the  course  of  execution,  re- 
ceived Ure  sanction  of  Congress  and  of  the  Executive  in 
the  aet^f  the  38th  May,  1830,  for  the  removal  of  the  In- 
dians west  of  the  Mississippi,  which  provides  as  follows: 

**  Ssc.  1.  It  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  President 
to  cause  so  much  of  any  territory  belonging  to  the  Uni* 
ted  States  west  of  the  Mississippi,  not  included  in  any 
State  or  organised  Territory,  and  to  which  the  Indian 
title  may  be  extinguished,  as  he  msy  judge  necessary, 
to  be  divided  into  a  suitable  number  of  districts,  for  the 
reception  of  such  tribes  or  nations  of  Indians  aa  may 
choose  to  exchange  the  lands  where  they  now  reside, 
and  move  there. 

<•  Sac.  2.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  solemnly 
to  assure  the  tribe  or  nation  with  which  the  exchange  ia 
made,  that  the  United  States  will  forever  secure  and 
guaranty  to  them,  and  their  heirs  or  successors,  the  coun* 
try  so  exchanged  with  them;  and,  if  they  prefer  it,  that 
the  United  Stales  will  cause  a  patent  or  grant  to  be 
made  and  executed  to  them  for  the  same." 

**  Sec.  7.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Preaident  to  have 
the  same  superintendence  and  care  over  any  tribe 
or  nation  in  the  country  to  which  they  may  remove,  as 
contemplated  by  this  act^  that  he  is  now  authorixed  to 
have  over  them  at  their  present  place  of  residence.*' 

The  system  has  received  the  further  sanction  of  Con* 
gress  in  the  act  of  the  14th  July,  1832,  having  for  its  ob- 
ject the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  visit  and  ex- 
amine the  Country  set  apart  for  the  emigrating  Indians 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  to  report  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment a  plan  for  the  improvement,  government,  and  ae* 
curity,  of  the  Indians. 

Novp,  under  the  authority  of  these  acts  of  Gongresf, 
the  President  has  proceeded  to  negotiate  treaties  with 
the  Indians  for  their  removal  to  the  West,  which  Congress 
has  confirmed,  by  directly  spproving  the  treaties,  and  by 
making  vast  appropriations  to  carry  them  into  effect. 
Some  of  the  Indians  have  already  gone.  Otherf,  in- 
cluding the  more  numerous  snd  important  tri(>es,  are  in 
the  course  of  removal.  The  contemplated  examination 
of  the  territory  assigned  for  their  reception  has  been 
made.  Plans  for  the  government  and  security  of  the  re- 
moved Indisns  have  been  presented  to,  and  have  been 
approved  by,  the  War  Department.  Many  millions  of 
money  have  been  appropriated  in  execution  of  the  sev- 
eral treaties  of  emigration.  In  short,  the  systematic  re- 
moval of  Indians,  I  ag^in  say,  is  the  settled  policy  of  the 
existing  Government  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  C.  said  that  if  he  had  enjoyed  the  honor  of  a  seat 
in  Congress  at  the  time  the  law  of  1830,  which  g^ve 
method  and  system  to  the  policy  of  removal,  was  enact- 
ed, he  could  not  have  yieMed  his  sssent  to  the  measure. 
He  applauded  the  eloquence,  the  courage,  the  zeal,  the 
ability,  with  which  the  law  was  resisted.     He  should 


have  joined  with  the  opponents  of  it  in  connderin;  its 
policy  too  questionable^  the  viaible  and  immediate  wrong 
too  flagrant,  the  neglect  or  violation  of  the  pledged  faitii 
of  the  United  States  too  palpable,  the  hazards  of  wur 
and  bloodshed  to  ensue  upon  its  adoption  too  certain,  to 
justify  him  in  voting  for  its  enactment.  He  thought  be 
diatingttisbed  in  the  disastrous  events  which  were  nov 
transpiring  in  the  Sooth,  the  very  eonsequences  tbes 
predicted  as  likely  to  follow  a  syatematic  attempt  to 
drive  the  Indiana  at  once  beyond  the  Miasisaippi. 

Now,  in  seeking  after  measures  of  practical  good,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Indians,  (continued  Mr.  C,)  I  start 
from  these  premises.   I  perceive  it  to  be  the  settled  hv 
of  the  land,  in  the  jurisdiction  as  well  of  the  United 
States  as  of  the  several  SUtes,  that  the  aoil  of  this  cos- 
tinent  belongs  of  right  to  us.     It  is  ours  lo  take,  to  po^ 
sess,  to  convey.     1  perceive  it  to  be  the  settled  lav  of 
the  land,  that  either  the  United  States^  or  the  lerenl 
States,  as  the  ease  may  be,  now  bold*  or  msy  smuok, 
the  government  and  ultimate  control  of  the  Indians. 
Finally,  I  perceive  U  to  be  the  settled  pelacy  of  tboie 
who  now  administer,  and  who  will  for  a  time,  at  least, 
continue  to  administer,  the  affairs  of  the  Federal  Gor- 
ernment,  to  remove  the  Indiana  out  of  the  States,  awl 
to  collect  them  by  themselves  west  of  the  MiisisBippi- 
Is  there  a  single  member  of  this  House  who  svppoMs 
that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  will  retrace 
its  steps  in  this  matter?    The  tide  of  emigration  is  flot- 
ing  to  the  West.     It  is  impelled  by  the  public  force  of 
the  nation.     Will  its  refluent  waters  be  made  to  roll 
baek'in  their  channel?   Can  they?    We  know,  we  aiast 
know,  that  the  process  of  removal  cannot  be  arretted* 
However  lamentable  it  may  be»  we  cannot  recall  what  is 
paat.     We  cannot  prevent  its  consumaaalion.    It  is  ibe 
existing,  certain,  unchangeable  isct. 

What  renuuns  for  us,  then,  as  practical  slatesDen.  to 
do?    It  scema  to  me  a  seif-evident  propositioo,  too  phio 
for  argument,  that,  inatead  of  waating  our  sympathy  for 
the  Indians  upon  impossible  objects,  we  should  cast  about 
for  the  means  of  protecting  and  serving  them  efficiently 
in  the  new  homes  beyond  the  Missisaippi  we  have  cod- 
pelled  them  to  accept.     I  cannot  bring  my  miod  to  ap- 
prove the  policy  of  removal,  particularly  in  the  time  ijia 
mode  of  its  actual  execution.     But  I  acquiesce  io  tbe 
fiict  which  is.     I  hazard  something,  perhaps,  in  making 
this  avowal;  but  I  should  be  unworthy  of  my  place  herr, 
iff  were  content  to  swim  passively  along  forever  in  the 
current,  without  venturing  at  any  time  to  act  iodepeod' 
ently  upon  my  own  judgment;  and  I  feel  a  deep  conrtc* 
lion  that  it  ia  become  a  duty  to  direct  my  own  eifoiii, 
and,  so  far  ss  my  example  or  counsel  may  have  influ* 
ence,  the  efforts  of  other  friends  of  tbe  Indian^  into  tDe 
only  practicable  path  of  beneficence  which  tbe  prori' 
dence  of  God  has  left  us  to  tread.     We  cannot  prevent 
their  emigration.     Let  us  unite  in  smoothing  the  v*x 
before  them;  in  protecting  them  st  the  end  of  tbeir 
journey;  and  in  elevating  them,  if  we  msyi  to  the  ntn^ 
of  civilised  men,  capable  of  participating  in  tbe  adran- 
tages  which  our  social  and  political  institutions  htfloy* 

Mr.  C.  said  he  was  confirmed  in  these  views  by  toe 
considerations  offered  in  the  ebborate  report  fro"L^"* 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  presented,  at  the  last  oon- 
gress,  by  the  gentleman  from  Vermont*  [Mr.  Ev**"^"! 
He  would  ask  the  attention  of  the  Hoose  to  tsro  or  »irt^ 
sentences  from  that  report:  . 

«<  AH  must  now  see  and  admit  that  the  relstion^bere' 
tofore  so  much  desired  by  the  Indians  and  their  Jneojw» 
cannot  be  sustained  in  future  in  their  present  n<u*iK)"j 
Whatever  may  be  the  wishes  of  the  Government,  sw 
even  whatever  may  be  its  rights,  and  physical  P^'r  - 
enforce  those  rights,  yet  the  attempt  to enforc«jJJ^^ 
might  be  attended  with  conaequences  not  less  a>^ 
to  the  Indians  than  to  the  harmony  of  the  States. 
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And  agiin: 

"Wtuterer  difference  of  opinion  may  beretofore  have 
(lined,  the  policy  of  the  Go¥ernment»  In  regard  to  the 
future  coodilion  of  those  tribes  of  IndianSf  may  now  be 
regarded  as  definitively  settled.  To  induce  them  to  re- 
move west  of  the  Mississippi,  to  a  territory  set  apart  and 
dedicated  to  their  use  and  government  forever,  to  secure 
to  then  a  final  home,  to  elevate  their  intellectual,  moral, 
tnd  civil  condition,  and  to  fit  them  for  the  enjoyment  of 
ibe  blessings  of  a  free  government,  is  that  policy." 

I  declare  my  acquiescence,  then,  (said  Mr.  C.,)  not  in 
the  onginal  justice,  but  in  the  present  fact,  of  the  remo- 
vd  of  the  Indians.  Doing  so,  I  direct  my  mind  in 
purauit  of  their  good,  aecoi^iog  to  the  new  condition  of 
ihiogi,  imposed  upon  us  by  the  course  of  events.  I  look 
to  the  adtainistration,  which  holds  the  efficient  pover  of 
the  coantry  in  its  hands,  to  see  what  are  the  plans  of  the 
GoTernment.  I  find  them  to  be,  what  the  report  of  the 
Coomittee  on  Indian  AflTairs  indicates,  as  manifested  in 
put  years,  and  especially  as  communicated  to  the  pres- 
ent Conf^ress  by  the  acting  Secretary  of  War.  His  re- 
port derelopes  the  designs  of  the  administration,  as 
follovs: 

"  Connected  with  the  general  subject  of  our  Indian  re- 
btioitt  are  two  measures,  prbposed  by  the  Commissioner, 
vhkli  I  deem  of  great  moment.  They  are  the  organi- 
ution  of  an  efficient  systenn  for  the  protection  and  gov- 
eraneot  of  the  Indian  country  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
nd  the  establishment  of  military  posts  for  the  protection 
of  tbat  country  and  of  our  own  frontiers,  in  addition  to 
(iioie  now  authorized  by  law. 

"These  measures  are  due  to  the  numerous  tribes 
vhom  we  have  planted  in  this  extensive  territory,  and  to 
the  pledges  and  encourageonents  by  which  they  were 
•Braced  to  consent  to  a  change  of  residence.  We  may 
^  be  said  to  have  consummated  the  policy  of  emigra- 
nt and  to  have  entered  on  an  era  full  of  interest  to  both 
Parties.  It  involves  the  last  hopes  of  humanity  in  respect 
to  the  Indian  tribesi  and  though,  to  the  United  States, 
i^  iMues  cannot  be  equally  momentous,  they  yet  deeply 
concern  our  prosperity  and  honor.  It  therefore  be- 
iioovea  as,  at  this  juncture,  seriously  to  examine  tlie 
lotions  which  exist  between  the  United  States  snd  the 
Kbjbitants  of  the  Indian  country,  to  look  into  the  duties 
vKch  devolve  on  us,  and  to  mature  a  system  of  meas- 
ly for  their  just  and  constant  execution. 

"  In  almost  every  treaty  providing  for  the  emigration 
ot&n  Indian  tribe,  the  impossibility  of  preserving  it  from 
eniactioo,  if  left  within  the  limits  of  any  of  the  States  or 
o^Qiied  Territories  of  the  United  States,  and  thus 
^P<fted  to  the  advances  of  the  white  population,  is 
^Prenly  recognised.  The  advantages  which  the  tribe 
*>n  deiive  from  its  establishment  in  a  territory  to  be 
ttclosirely  occupied  by  red  men,  under  the  solemn 
^tfintees  and  the  paternal  care  of  the  United  States, 
'K  anifonnly  insisted  on.  In  the  treaty  with  the  Choc- 
*>.*iof  the  27tb  of  September,  1830,  the  wish  of  the 
I'ibes  to  be  allowed  the  privilege  of  a  Delegate  in  the 
Hci'Me  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  is  ex- 
prody  mentioned;  and  though  not  acceded  to  by  the 
^obssioners  of  the  United  Slates,  yet  they  insert  in 
^  treaty,  •  that  Congress  may  consider  of  and  decide 
''^ application.'  In  the  late  treaty  with  tbe  Cherokees 
1^  of  the  Mississippi,  it  is  expressly  stipulated  *  that 
'^  •hall  be  entitled  to  a  Delegate  in  the  House  of 
«P««eniaiivei,  whenever  Congress  shall  make  provi- 
!<»>  f'lr  the  same.'  It  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  the 
'^thns  held  out  to  these  tribes  had  an  important  in- 
^P^  in  determining  them  to  consent  to  emigrate  to 
™new  homes  in  the  West. 

'Although  some  of  the  Indiana  have  m%de  considers- 
^  »drances  in  civilization,  they  all  need  the  guardian- 
i^>P  of  the  United  SUtes.     To  leave  them  to  tbe  barba-  I 


riam  of  their  own  institutions,  with  the  inadequate  assist- 
ance of  an  agent,  and  the  slight  control  of  tbe  general 
superintendent,  would  be  imprudent  as  it  regards  our« 
selves,  and  unjust  towards  them.  Under  such  a  system, 
hostilities  will  frequently  break  out  between  the  differ- 
ent tribes,  and  sometimes  between  them  and  tbe  inhabi- 
tants of  our  frontiers,  attended,  in  both  cases,  by  the 
usual  consequences  of  savage  warfare.  To  fulfil,  in  their 
true  spirit,  the  engagements  into  which  we  have  entered, 
we  roust  institute  a  comprehensive  system  of  jo^ardian- 
ahip,  adapted  to  the  circumstances  and  wants  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  calculated  to  lead  them,  gradually  and  safely, 
to  the  exercise  of  self-government,  and,  at  as  early  a  day 
as  circumstances  will  allow,  the  expectations  authorized 
by  tbe  pssssges  above  quoted  from  the  treaties  with  the 
Choctaws  and  Ch?rokees  should  be  fulfilled.  Indeed, 
from  the  facts  stated  by  the  Commissioner,  it  is  scarcely 
to  be  doubted  that  the  Choctaws  are  already  in  a  con- 
dition to  justify  the  meaaure.  The  daily  presence  of  a 
native  Delegate  on  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  United  States,  presenting,  ss  occasion  may 
require,  to  that  dignified  assembly  the  interest  of  his 
people,  would,  more  than  any  other  single  act,  attest  to 
the  world  and  to  the  Indian  tribes  the  sincerity  of  our 
endeavors  for  their  preservation  and  happiness.  In  the 
successful  issue  of  those  endeavors,  we  shall  find  a  more 
precious  and  durable  accession  to  the  glory  of  our  coun- 
try, than  by  any  triumph  we  can  achieve  in  arts  or  in 
arms." 

Mr.  C.  said  that  he  recognised  in  the  sentiments  of 
this  report  the  upright  and  accomplished  mind  from 
which  they  emanated*  He  commended  ths  general  pur- 
poses it  disclosed.  Of  the  details  of  the  plan  it  would 
be  premature  to  speak  now:  they  would  become  a  sub- 
ject of  discussion  hereafter,  as  connected  with  a  bill 
which  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  had  just  present- 
ed, in  accordance  with  the  designs  of  the  Government. 
He  would,  however,  solicit  the  attention  of  the  House 
at  this  time  to  an  important  provision  of  our  treaties 
with  the  Indians,  very  properly  referred  to  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  War. 

The  treaty  with  the  Delawares,  concluded  at  Fort 
Pitt,  on  the  17th  September,  1778,  in  the  very  crisis  of 
the  wsr  of  the  Revolution,  contains  the  following  article  .- 

*' Abt.  6.  And  it  is  further  agreed  on  between  the 
contracting  parties,  should  it  be  found  conducive  to  the 
mutual  interest  of  both  parties,  to  invite  any  other  tribes 
who  have  been  friends  to  the  United  States  to  join  the 
present  confederation,  and  to  form  a  State,  whereof  the 
Delaware  nation  shall  be  the  head,  and  have  a  repre- 
sentative In  Congress.*' 

And  in  the  treaty  concluded  with  the  Cherokees,  at 
Hopewell,  on  the  28th  November,  1785,  is  the  follow- 
ing: 

"  Aet.  12.  That  the  Indians  msy  have  full  confidence 
in  tbe  justice  of  the  United  States,  respecting  their  in- 
terests, they  shsll  have  a  right  to  send  a  deputy  of  their 
choice,  whenever  they  think  fit,  to  Congress." 

And  in  the  treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  Creek,  with  the 
Choctaws,  of  tbe  2rth  September,  1830,  is  the  follow- 
ing: 

**  AaT.  23.  The  chiefs  of  the  Choctaws  have  suggest- 
ed that  their  people  are  in  a  state  of  rapid  advancement 
in  education  and  refinement,  and  have  expressed  a  soli- 
citude that  they  might  have  the  privilege  of  a  Delegate 
on  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Representatives  extended 
to  them.  The  commissioners  do  not  feel  that  they  can, 
under  a  treaty  stipulation,  accede  to  the  request;  but,  at 
their  desire,  present  it  in  the  treaty,  that  Congress  msy 
consider  of  and  decide  the  application." 

Finally,  at  so  late  a  period  as  the  29th  December, 
1835,  in  the  treaty  of  New  Echota,  with  the  Cherokees, 
is  this  article: 
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"  Abt.  7.  The  Cherokee  nation  hivtnjif  already  made 
great  progreas  in  civ'tHzsiion,  and  deeming  it  important 
that  every  proper  and  laudable  inducement  ahould  be  of- 
fered to  their  people  to  improve  their  condition,  as  well 
as  to  guard  and  secure  in  the  most  effectual  manner  the 
rights  (guarantied  to  them  in  this  treaty,  and  with  a  view 
to  illustrate  the  liberal  and  enlightened  policy  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  towards  the  Indians,  in 
their  removal  beyond  the  territorial  limiis  of  the  States, 
it  is  stipulated  that  they  shall  be  entitled  to  a  Delegate 
in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Statea, 
whenever  Congress  shall  mske  provision  for  the  same." 

Now,  I  cannot  permit  myself  (said  Mr.  C.)  to  consider 
these  reiterated  stipulations  as  mere  tricks  of  diplomacv, 
dishonest  arts,  false  pretences,  held  up  to  allure  the 
Indians  into  treaties  of  cession  and  of  emigration.  The 
idea  continually  suggested  to  them  has  been:  You  shall 
become  as  we  are;  you  shall  be  organized  into  a  political 
community,  under  the  guaranty  and  safeguard  of  the 
United  Statesi  you  shall  be  heard  in  the  great  council  of 
the  American  people.  I  desire  to  see  thia  promise  of 
the  nation  ful6lled,  either  to  the  letter,  or,  at  any  rate, 
in  spirit  and  substance.  I  hope  the  Government  acts  in 
good  faith  in  this  matter.  I  know  it  has  the  power,  I 
adjure  it  to  exert  an  efficient  will,  to  accomplish  its 
avowed  plans  of  humanity  and  justice  in  behalf  of  the 
emigrant  Indiana. 

The  fate  of  the  Indians,  in  every  part  of  the  United 
States,  has  been  a  deplorable  one,  from  the  first  day  of 
our  intercourse  with  them  to  the  present  hour.  In 
Maine,  the  tribes,  so  conspicuous  once  in  the  wars  of 
New  England  and  of  Canada,  are  sunk  to  a  community 
of  humble  fishermen.  In  Masaachusetts,  in  Rhode  Is- 
Isndy  in  Connecticut,  the  Mohicans,  the  Pequots,  the 
Narrsgansetts,  namea  of  pride  and  of  power,  have  dwin- 
dled to  a  wretched  remnant.  In  New  York,  how  few 
survive  of  that  great  and  famous  confederacy  of  the  Six 
Nations!  The  Delawarea  and  their  kindred  tribes  have 
disappeared  from  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia.  Our  lakes, 
our  rivers,  our  mountains,  our  political  communities, 
give  witness,  in  the  names  they  bear,  to  the  former  ex- 
istence of  that  old  race,  which  has  vanished  before  us, 
and  left  no  other  signs  of  its  presence.  In  the  newer 
States,  we  see  that  proceas  of  decay  or  of  extinction 
now  going  on  which  Is  consummated  in  the  old  ones)  the 
Seminoles  in  arms  on  their  native  soil,  fighting,  not  for 
life  or  land,  but  for  yengeance,  and  rowed,  it  would 
seem,  like  the  Pequots,  to  a  war  of  self-extermination; 
the  Creeks  hurrying  in  broken  bands  to  the  West;  the 
Cherokees.  the  most  cultivated  of  the  southern  tribes, 
pausing  over  their  doomed  exile,  like  the  waters  of  the 
cataract,  which  gather  themselves  on  the  edge  of  the 
precipice,  ere  tliey  leap  into  the  inevitable  abyss. 

Is  there  no  responsibility  devolved  on  us  by  this  state 
of  things?  Thst  we  are  wholly  responsible  for  it,  I  can 
by  no  means  admit.  The  condition  in  which  we  see  the 
Indians  has  arisen  from  the  fact  that  they  are  savages; 
that  thf^y  are  savages  in  conUct  with  ciltivated  men; 
that  they  have  not  institutions  of  civilized  life  to  guard 
their  nationality  and  their  property  against  the  frauds 
and  the  vices  of  raptcious  traders  and  land  pirates,  nor 
the  arts  of  civilized  life  wherewith  to  gain  subsistence. 
These  are  obstacles  to  their  preservation,  which  we,  as 
■  people,  in  our  efforts  for  their  advantage,  have  perse- 
veringly,  but  as  yet  vainly,  endeavored  to  overcome. 
Wara  between  them  and  us  have  resulted,  almost  inevi- 
tably, from  our  contiguity.  Yet  thoae  wara  are  not  im- 
putable to  any  general  spirit  of  unkindneas  on  our  part; 
and  we  have  strenuously  endeavored  to  prevent  their 
warring  among  themselves,  to  protect  them  against  the 
frauds  and  injnatice  of  the  lawlesa  of  our  own  people, 
and  to  impart  to  them  the  blessings  of  civilization. 

Still,  indirectly,  it  is  clear,  we  have  to  answer  for  the 


present  degradation  of  the  Indians;  since  we  sou^l 
them,  not  they  us;  and  if  no  Europeans  bad  come  hither, 
the  aboriginal  inhabitants  of  the  country  would  have  r^ 
tained  their  independence  and  their  pristine  sovereignty. 
Abstractly  considered,  our  conduct  towards  thfin,  ind 
the  doctrines  of  public  right  which  govern  it,  sre  rmrked 
by  many  traits  of  injustice.  You  take  possession  of  their 
country  by  what  you  call  the  right  of  discovery,  or  by 
conquest.  You  pay  them  for  it,  say  you?  Yes,  you  pur- 
chase land  enough  for  the  domicil  of  a  nation  with  i 
at  ring  of  glass  beada.  And  it  is  impossible  to  sdjusl  lo 
the  standard  of  abstract  justice  a  dominion  built  on  the 
bon^  and  cemented  with  the  blood  of  vanquished  ind 
extinguished  tribes.  You  must  offend  sgaintt  their  nat- 
ural rights,  when  your  power  could  not  otherwise  Hand. 
They  feel,  as  did  the  Indian  described  by  Erakine: 
*«  •  Who  is  it,'  said  the  jealous  ruler  of  the  desert,  en- 
croached upon  by  the  restless  foot  of  transatlantic  ad- 
venture; *  who  is  it  that  causes  this  river  to  rise  in  the 
high  mountains,  and  to  empty  itself  into  the  occan^ 
Who  ia  it  that  makes  the  loud  winds  of  winter  to  blow, 
and  that  calms  them  agsin  in  summer?  Who  ia  it  that 
rears  up  the  shade  of  these  lofty  forests,  and  thatblaiti 
them  with  the  quick  lightning  at  bia  pleasure'  The 
same  Being  who  gave  to  you  a  country  beyond  the  va- 
ter,  and  gave  ours  to  us;  and  by  this  title  we  will  defend 
it,'  8sid  the  warrior,  throwing  down  his  tomahawk  oo 
the  ground,  and  raising  the  war  cry  of  his  nation." 
These  are  the  feelinga  of  subjugated  men  every  where, 
civilized  or  uncivilized.  They  are  the  feelings  which 
produce  the  scenes  now  occurring  in  Florida.  They 
are  the  feelings  in  violation  of  which  our  empire  in  the 
New  World  was  founded.  Yet,  will  you  abandon  the 
land  now  by  nativity  yours,  the  homes  of  your  kinfired 
and  your  affection?  You  will  not?  But  your  dominion 
over  the  country  haa  no  root  in  abstract  equity,  and  it  U 
extended  and  upheld  only  by  your  auperior  strength  and 
art,  not  by  their  gratitude  or  their  attachment  for  bene- 
fits received.  And  it  behooves  you  to  make  reparation 
for  the  injury  your  very  existence  here  inflicta  on  the 
Indian,  by  promoting,  in  all  possible  ways,  his  welfare, 
civilization,  and  peace. 

Every  consideration  of  policy  calls  upon  us  to  eoneili* 
ate,  if  we  may,  the  Indians  within  our  jurisdiction.  We 
have  compacted  together  in  the  West  emigrsnt  Indiani 
from  vsrious  quarters,  tribes  unfriendly  or  Inimical  to 
each  other,  sections  of  tribes  reciprocally  hostile,  and 
all  imbittered,  more  or  les%  against  us,  by  whom  they 
have  been  driven  from  their  own  ancient  abodes,  and 
stript  of  their  long-descended  independence.  Csnn^* 
sge  warriors,  the  captives  of  battle,  tranaported  to  tbe 
West,  as  chiefs  of  the  hostile  Creeks  have  recently  been, 
prisoners  of  war  in  irons— can  such  men,  constituted  as 
they  are,  fail  to  nouriali  the  vindictiye  and  jealous  feel- 
ings which  belong  to  their  nature?  Will  we  take  no 
pains  to  remove  or  allay  these  feelings  of  irritation?  Will 
we  deal  justly  with  them  hereafter?  Will  our  equity  snd 
our  mercy  be  manifested  aa  signally  as  our  power?  Wi'i 
we  secure  these  victims  of  our  destiny  in  their  new  landi 
Gusrd  them  against  the  intrusion  of  our  own  people,  and 
from  hostility  among  themselves?  Uedeean  our  proffl>*f« 
of  protection  and  political  fellowship?  It  is  but  in« 
question  whether  we  shall  enjoy  peace  and  prosperity 
oo  our  Western  frontier,  or  whether  the  Indisn  ihail 
send  bis  yell  into  the  heart  of  our  aeitlements,  rarage 
our  lands,  burn  our  dwellings,  roaasscre  our  wivea  and 
children.  Would  ye  rally  his  tribes  to  the  flaming  aign 
of  war?  Would  ye  see  the  thiraty  prairies  soaked  wiih 
the  mingled  blood  of  the  red  man  and  tbe  whitef  " 
not,  be  warned  in  time  by  tbe  apectacle  of  desoUtioQ 
and  carnage  in  the  South. 

Is  not  East  Florida  laid  waste?  Have  not  millions  upon 
millions  been  expended  already  in  tbe  as  yet  unavsilisg 
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endeiror  to  nibdue  a  fragment  of  the  Seminolcaf  But 
vbit  careof  money?  It  ia  the  fufferingi  of  our  own 
fellow-citizcDfy  the  lirea  of  the  brave  men  of  our  army 
ind  militia,  periahjng  amid  the  peatilential  awampi  of 
that  fatal  region,  the  deatruction  of  the  deluded  Indiana 
themielrei^  the  tarniahed  honor  of  our  country,  and  not 
(be  trraiare  exhauated  in  the  war,  which  I  deplore. 
How  many  ^nerala  hare  left  that  field  of  war,  baffled, 
if  not  defeated?  Nay,  ia  not  the  whole  army  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stateitbroflrn  into  diatraction,  and  half  diaaolved,  by 
the  contentiona  of  rank,  the  cotepetitlona  of  aervice,  the 
criminations  and  recriminationa,  which  have  aprung  up 
in  laeh  raak  abundance,  like  aome  nozioua  growth  of 
the  tropica  out  of  the  aoil  of  Eaat  Florida?  And  if  the 
deiperatioo  of  a  few  Seminolea,  either  by  their  own  ef- 
ibrti  or  the  contagion  of  their  example,  can  excite  a 
tar  that  ditU  aummon  to  the  field  regiment  alter  regi- 
iMDt  of  troops,  to  the  amount,  it  ia  reported  to  ua,  firat 
lod  last,  of  some  twenty-five  thouaand  men,  what  would 
be  the  conaequence  if  injuatice  or  miamanagement 
rixMild  kindle  a  aimilar  fisme  among  the-Cherokeea,  the 
Creeb,  and  the  great  body  of  the  emigrant  Indiana? 
Gad  forbid  that  auch  a  calamity  ahould  deaccod  upon  our 
beloved  country. 

Dictates  of  duty  in  thia  matter  are  not  lesa  imperative 
dttn  argrumenti  of  policy.  The  Indiana  are  in  our  banda. 
Tbey  have  been  aunk  to  what  they  are,  if  not  by  ua,  yet 
throQgh  as.  We  have  asaumed  the  guardianahip  of 
(been,  aad  have  pledged  ouraelvea,  by  atipulation  after 
t^Ution,  to  watch  over  their  welfare.  1  invoke  the 
bittiof  treatiea,  I  appeal  to  the  honor  of  the  nation,  I 
^mand  of  its  truth  and  justice,  if  there  be  any  aense  of 
H^  in  civilixed  communitiea,  that  we  act  decidedly 
tt<i  promptly  in  the  execution  of  aome  well-digeated 
P^  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indiana  subject  to  our  author^ 
l^y*  Let  us  not  apeak  to  them  only  aa  conquerors,  and 
K  ihc  language  of  relentleaa  rigor  i  but  to  the  vigor  that 
dtiil  overawe  and  control,  conjoin  the  juatice  that  shall 
^atad  reapecttand  the  clemency  that  ahall  conciliate 
ttectioii, 

Mr.  EYERBTT  aaid  he  felt  called  upon  to  reply  to 

"NBeofiheremarka  of  the  gentleman  from  Maaaachu« 

'^^  [Mr.  Coaaivo,]  to  aet  himself  right  before  the  coun- 

^>  That  gentleman  had  quoted  a  paaaage  from  the 

Import  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Afiaira,  preaented  by 

'k>B(Mr.  E.)  in  1834,  in  which  it  ia  aaid  that  the  re- 

iMil  of  the  Indiana  to  the  weat  of  the  Miaaiaaippi  waa 

Imq  tbe  settled  policy  of  the  Government  i  and,  from 

t^cgeoenl  tenor  of  hia  remarks,  it  would  aeem  that  he 

'Ciitdon  the  quotation  aa  an  approval  of  the  grounda 

^  *bich  it  had  been  adopted,  and  aa  aanction  for  the . 

^•er  in  which  that  policy  baa  been  aince  executed. 

°« vaired  that  no  auch  Impreaaion  ahould  go  forth  to 

jw^counuy.    That  report  waa  entirely  a  buaioeaa  ar- 

7*t;  every  topic  waa  atudioualy  avoided  that  might  re- 

^  tbe  angry  diacuaaiona  of  the  paat,  or  give  riae  to 

piB  in  future.    Tbe  committee  Ibund  the  policy  de- 

^t>Tely  aettled  by  the  act  of  1830,  and  in  progreaa  of 

2^||H>n.    That  aucb  waa  the  aettled    policy  of  the 

''^'^""Bent  ia  atatcd  nmply  aa  a  fact|  and  that  be- 

H  «ttied,  naught  remained  but  to  carry  it  into  ex- 

^tioii.    The  controveray  between    Georgia  and  the 

^rokees  that  gave  riae  to  that  act  was  then  paat,  and 

^  comniuee  did  not,  on  that  occaaion,  deaire  to  re- 

^'^  tt{  nor  did  lie  qqh^^  notwithatanding  what  had  aince 

^'red,  intend  to  rerive  it|  let  it  paaa.    Finding  that 

^tlHiidefiattively^  aettled,  it  waa  the  direct  object 

^tbat  report  to  carry  it  fully  into  execution.    But,  air, 

~^*^  neaaurea^  and  in  what  manner?    By  meaaurea 

^l^cnt  with  the  principlea  of  good  faith,  and  in  man- 

l^eoiMiatent  with  the  principlea  of  humanity,  and  by 

r^  ooiy.  I  hnve  now  nothing  to  aay  againat  the  policy* 

^"^rconplauit  ia  aolely  againat   th«  meaaure  by 
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which  it  haa  been  and  b  now  in  execution!  I  complain 
that  it  haa  been  executed  in  violation  of  national  faiths 
and  of  the  principlea  of  humantty^by  fraud,  by  force, 
by  war.  I  refer  to  the  Seminolea  and  Creeka.  In  re- 
lation to  the  Seminolea  I  aubmitted  my  viewa  to  the 
Houae  at  the  Uat  aesaion.  I  adhere  to  them.  We  have 
attempted  to  force  upon  them  a  treaty  by  which  they 
were  npt  bound.  They  resisted,  and  alill  reaist  it.  I 
then  earneatly  deaired  that  meaaurea  of  conciliation 
ahould  be  attempted.  It  did  not  meet  the  approbation 
of  the  House  or  of  the  Executitre.  They  must  be 
whipped,  waa  the  espreaaion  uaed  here.  An  execu- 
tive order  waa  iaaued  to  reduce  them  to  unconditional 
aubmiaaion.  Four  generala  hav^  been  in  tbe  fieldi  each 
haa  given  place  to  a  aucceaaori  the  order  remains  un- 
executed. 

A  amall  portion  of  the  Creeka  becoming  hoatile,  a 
aweeping  order  waa  given  to  remove  the  whole  nation, 
hoatile  or  friendly— by  force,  if  neceaaary.  The  treaty 
of  1833  aecured  to  the  Indians  a  right  in  their  reserva- 
tions, and  to  remain  upon  them— a  right  aa  perfect  and 
aa  aacred  aa  that  by  which  any  man  holda  the  farm  on 
which  he  livea.  Yet,  air,  thia,  notwithatanding,  on  thn 
irruption  of  hoatility  of  a  part  of  the  nation  only,  this 
aweeping  order  wu  given.  No  previoua  inquiry  waa 
made  into  the  causea  of  theae  hostilitiea,  to  aacertain 
whether  they  did  not  originate  from  ua.  No,  air,  the 
order  waa  given,  and  put  in  execution  aa  a  military 
meaaure.  It  now  appeara  that  the  firat  fault  waa  our 
own(  that  the  fraudulent  and  oppreaaive  conduct  of  the 
whitea  waa  the  c|iuae  of  the  Creek  hoatilitiea.  Specula- 
tora  had  obtained  forged  deeda  of  their  landa,  driven 
them  from  their  homea,  reduced  them  to  atarvation,  to 
deaperation.  Sir,  under  auch  circumataocca,  would 
not  white  men  riae  in  arma? 

[Mr.  HoLasT  called  on  Mr.  EvxasTT  to  atate  the 
evidence  on  which  hia  atatement  **that  the  frauds 
committed  on  the  Creeka  were  the  cauae  of  their  hos- 
tilitiea" waa  founded. 

Mr.  B.  aaid  that  he  waa  not  aware  that  any  one  would* 
at  thia  day,  question  the  fact.  For  the  evidence  h« 
would  refer  the  gentleman  to  the  documenta  publiahed* 
and  particularly  to  the  famoua  Shorter  letlera,  detailing 
the  particular  manner  in  which  the  forged  deeds  wer« 
obtained,  and  the  extent  of  the  forgeriea.  A  band  of 
from  twenty  to  fifty  Indiana  would  l>e  collected  In  the 
wooda,  who  would  peraonate  the  aurrounding  Indian 
reaervea,  and,  for  a  trifling  reward,  give  deeda  of  their 
landa.  And,  under  auch  deeds,  certified  by  a  Govern- 
ment agent  on  the  spot,  the  Indiana  were  driven  from 
their  aettlementa.  That  auch  acta  would  and  had  pro- 
duced the  Creek  hoatilitiea,  waa  hia  inference. 

Mr.  H.,  after  atating  that  the  hoatilitiea  did  not  break 
out  in  tbe  aectiona  of  the  country  where  the  frauda  were 
committed,  called  on  Mr.  £.  to  deaignate  the  paru  of 
the  Creek  country  where  the  frauda  were  committed. 

Mr.  E.  aaid  be  thought  he  waa  entitled  io  call  on  tbe 
gentleman  to  atate  in  what  part  of  the  Creek  country 
the  frauda  had  not  been  committed.] 

I  will  now  call  the  attention  of  the  Houae  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  removal  of  the  Creeka  ia  conducted. 
Whether  they  are  regarded  aa  friendly  or  hoatile,  they 
are  entitled  to  be  treate4  with  at  leaat  common  humani- 
ty. I  say  nothing  of  the  removal  of  aome  thouaand  or 
more  In  irons;  poasibly  neceaaity  may  require  it— possi- 
bly they  may  have  been  of  the  hoatile  party,  or  of  those 
whom  foroe  alone  could  compel  to  leave  their  couotryi 
neceaaity  may  have  required  it—paaa  them  by.  I  apeak 
of  tbe  great  maaa  of  the  population — of  men,  women, 
and  chiklren.  Since  the  debate  of  yeaterday,  I  bavn 
had  put  into  my  banda  an  appalling  deacriotipn  of  their 
auiferinga— of  what  are  probably  their  aufferinga  at  this 
moment*    The  recital  is  enough  to  make  one's  blood 
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run  cold.  It  is  a  letter  from  a  frcntleman  at  Fort  Gib- 
son, publiihed  in  the  Arktmas  Gtiette.  The  name  of 
the  writer  is  not  given i  but  the  letter  carries  on  its  face 
Internal  evidence  of  its  truth i  and  we  are  relieved  from 
all  suspicion  of  its  having  been  got  up  for  political  effect, 
from  the  ftct  that  the  Gtxette  is  an  administration  pa- 
per.    I  will  ask  that  it  be  read  at  the  Clerk's  table. 

••  Frwn  the  Wat. 

**  Extract  of  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  in  the  West  to 
bis  friend  in  this  placet 

««DiciXB»35, 1836. 

<*  There  is  now  arriving  at  Fort  Gibson,  and  on  the 
road  between  that  place  and  the  Mississippi  river,  near 
14,000  Creek  Indians,  under  course  of  removsl,  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  to  their  new  country 
on  the  Arkansas  river.    The  removal  is  made  by  a  com- 

Sany  of  contractors,  who  receive  a  stated  sum  per 
ead  for  each  Indian  delivered  to  the  officers  of  Govern- 
ment appointed  to  receive  them  at  tbe  line  of  their  new 
country. 

**  Those  contractors  are  bound  to  subsist  them  on  their 
journey;  and  the  removal  of  the  Indians  is,  to  them,  a 
matter  of  speculation.  It  therefore  becomes  their  in- 
terest to  rush  them  on,  regardless  of  either  comfort  or 
convenience  to  the  Indians.  And^  in  fact,  th'ose  con- 
tractors could  not  reasonably  be  expected  to  consult 
the  comforts  of  the  Indians  to  much  extent,  at  their 
own  individual  expense.  Therefore,  the  poltey  of  re- 
moving them  by  contract  is  a  bad  one,  as  is  well  known 
to  every  one  who  is  at  all  familiar  with  Indian  removals. 
"  Those  people  have  necessarily,  from  the  impoverish- 
ed condition  of  many  of  them,  to  move  slowly;  and  perhaps 
more  so  than  was  anticipated  by  the  contractors  previous 
to  their  starting;  consequently,  they  may  not  be  able, 
without  incurring  much  individual  expense,  to  extend  to 
the  Indians  even  the  indulgence  of  time  that  common 
humanity  requires;  and  whether  they  comply  with  their 
obligation  in  this  case,  or  not,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say; 
but,  be  that  as  it  may,  no  portion  of  American  history 
can  furnish  a  parnUel  of  the  miaery  and  suffering  at  pres- 
ent endured  by  the  emigrating  Creeks.  They  consist 
of  all  ages,  sexes,  and  sizer,  and  of  all  the  varieties  of 
human  intellect  and  condition,  from  the  civilized  and 
tenderly  nurtured  matron  and  misses,  to  tbe  wild  savage 
and  the  poorest  of  the  poor.  Thousands  of  them  are 
entirely  destitute  of  shoes,  or  covering  of  any  kind  for 
the  feet;  many  of  them  are  almost  naked;  and  but  few 
of  them  have  any  thing  more  on  their  persons  than  a 
light  dress,  calculated  only  for  the  summer,  or  for  a  very 
warm  climnte;  and  the  weather  being  warm  when  they 
left  Alabama,  many  of  them  left  their  heavier  articles  of 
clothing,  expecting  them  to  be  brought  on  in  steam- 
boats, which  has  as  yet  been  only  partial ty  done.  In 
this  destitute  condition  they  are  wading  the  culd  mud, 
or  are  hurried  on  over  the  frozen  road,  as  the  case  msy 
be.  Many  of  them  have  In  this  way  had  their  feet  frost- 
bitten, and,  being  unable  to  travel,  fall  in  the  rear  of  the 
main  party;  and  in  this  wsy  are  left  on  the  road,  to  await 
the  ability  or  convenience  of  the  contraciora  to  assist 
them.  Many  of  them,  not  being  able  to  endure  this  un- 
exampled state  of  human  suffering,  die,  and,  it  is  said, 
are  thrown  by  the  side  of  the  road,  and  are  covered 
only  with  bru»h,  &c.,  where  they  remain  until  devoured 
by  the  wolves. 

••  How  long  this  state  of  things  will  exist,  is  hard  to  con- 
jecture. It  IS  ndw  past  the  middle  of  December,  and 
the  winter,  though  cold,  is  by  no  means  at  ita  worst 
itaj^e;  tnd  when  the  extreme  of  winter  does  fall  upon 
tiirse  must  miserable  creatures,  in  their  present  suffrr- 
ing  Hiid  dysperate  ctmditiun,  the  destruction  of  human 
lite  will  be*miitt  deplorable. 

*1  be  American  people,  it  ia  presumed,  are  at  yet  un- 


acquainted with  the  condition  of  thoae  peoplr;  snd  ii 
hoped  that,  when  they  do  become  acquainted  with  t 
facts,  the  philanthropic  portion  of  the  community  i 
not  be  found  wanting  in  their  elTorta  to  alleviate,  si 
as  practicable,  their  extreme  sufTenng.  They  ire 
want  of  almost  every  article  in  common  use  in  a  civiln 
community,  particularly  clothing;  and  any  thing  of  tl 
kind  would  be  highly  acceptable— such  as  coarse  gow 
shirts,  coats,  pantaloona,  shoes,  fcc,  which,  if  given  i 
ring  this  winter,  might  be  tbe  meani  of  saving  na 
lives. 

'« It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  Creeki  now 
their  way  have  voluntarily  removed  from  their  hon 
in  Alabama,  before  the  time  at  which  they  could  be  p 
itively  required  to  move;  and  that  on  promises  made 
them,  some  of  which  have  not,  and  in  all  probabil 
will  not  be  complied  with;  and,  after  agreeing  to 
move,  they  left  their  country  in  such  haste,  that  m 
of  them  were  not  able  to  make  aale  of  their  proper 
and  thoae  who  did  effect  aales,  it  ia  aaid,  did  not  reed 
more  than  half  value  for  the  property  aold. 

"It  is  thought,  by  many  peraona,  that  the  Cretki ik 
on  their  way,  and  arriving  in  this  country,  hire  be 
recently  hostile  to  the  whites,  and  that  they  have  be 
removed  by  force  of  arms  from  the  country  eut  of  i 
Mississippi;  but  such  is  not  the  fact.  ApothUboli  snd  I 
people,  now  under  course  of  removal,  have  been,  wi 
but  few  exceptions,  friendly  to  the  whites,  and  iid 
them  in  the  defeat  and  aubjogation  of  Nehemsthia  it 
his  two  thousand  five  hundred  followers,  who  we 
brought  on  to  this  country  early  iir  the  fal',  and  wboi 
at  this  time  hostile  in  feeling,  not  only  to  the  whitei,  b 
to  Apothlahola's  party.  Furthermore,  ApothUhola  li 
with  him  the  families  of  near  a  thouaand  of  his  warriol 
now  serving  with  our  army  in  Florida. 

« If  the  removal  of  the  Indians  had  been  msde  by  ol 
cers  of  the  Government,  whose  coromissioni  would  n 
upon  a  faithful  execution  of  their  duty  both  to  the  6c 
ernment  and  to  the  Indians,  (as  waa  the  case  in  tbe  i 
moval  of  the  Choctaws  aome  yeara  aince,)  the  csie  won 
have  been  very  different  from  what  it  has  been  in  t) 
case.  The  condition  of  the  Indians  would  hire  b« 
better,  and  the  actual  expenae  to  the  Government  wo</ 
have  been  leas;  much  more  indulgence  as  to  time  cos 
have  been  extended  to  them  by  the  Government,  tin 
could  be  given  by  private  individuals;  they  would  ha 
been  more. comfortable,  and  consequently  lesi  liable 
sickness  and  death,  and  to  the  terrible  sufiering  wb» 
they  at  preaent  have  to  endure. 

••  I  will  here  remark,  that  to  each  aeparste  pwty 
four  or  five  thousand  of  those  Indians  there  is  attache 
as  agent  of  the  Government,  an  officer  of  the  am 
which  officers  have  no  doubt  discharged  their  duty 
the  matter  to  the  fulleat  extent  of  their  power.  At  ij 
rate,  not  the  leaat  complaint  has  been  heard  to  Ml 
been  made  against  any  one  of  them;  and  they  are  ni^ 
aUnd  high  in  the  estimation  of  the  Indians,  and  have  B 
considerable  turmoil  with  the  contractors. 

••  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  caatany  reflection  or  cena^ 
in  any  particular  quarter,  but  there  is  a  fault  some*i"« 
and  it  ia  to  be  hoped  that  the  inquiring  community  * 
look  to  the  causes  which  have  led  to  this  grtst  esirei 
of  human  suffering."  .    | 

On  the  statement  made  in  thia  letter  1  •bill  ^^^^1 
comment.  I  make  no  charge  against  the  admin»tr*n 
aa  having  intended  or  countenanced  this  state  of  i'"! 
I  fear,  however,  that  they  havj  not  taken  all  pr^J 
precaution  to  prevent  it.  It  is  htated,  and  I  sm  g»"^ 
know  if,  that  the  officera  of  the  Government  siienoj 
the  emigrating  party  are  not  in  fault.  They*  '^  *  .^ 
have  done  every  thing  in  their  power.  The  ^•***  ^ 
the  contractors.  I  hope  no  such  caae  will  aK*'"  ^ 
It  ia  our  duty  to  prevent  it»  if  possible.    1  ^^^^  ' 
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fhee  eeoiHmy  a^iiMt  buimnity.  I  iboolci  be  willing 
to  treble  the  Amount  of  the  tpproprifttion,  if  neceirary, 
for  the  comfort  of  the  emigrants.  Abolish  the  remoTsI 
bf  coiitneti  subject  them  no  mure  to  the  avartce  of  con* 
tnctori. 

Mr.  PARKER  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the 
CoiDfoitiee  of  W%jn  end  Means,  with  instructions  so  to 
ondify  snd  amend  it  as  to  strike  out  all  the  general  ap. 
propritlioni  made  therein  for  the  Indian  tribes*  and  in- 
Krt  in  their  place  speeifio  appropriations,  founded  on 
the  estimates  for  which  the  money  is  required  and  stated 
to  be  due. 

And,  on  this  motion,  Mr.  P.  called  for  the  yeas  and 

Mr.  LAWLER  was  opposed  to  the  recommitment  of 
the  bill,  and  was  of  opinion  that  the  estimate  was  so  per- 
fectijr  plaio,  in  all  its  details,  that  any  amendment  which 
■iirht  be  necessary  could  be  made  in  the  House.  He 
Rpfied  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Etbbitt,  and  contended 
tbt  the  Creek  Indians,  by  their  repeated  acts  of  hostiU 
ii7»  rirtaally  annulled  the  treaty  which  had  been  made, 
ttd  operated  a  forfeiture  of  that  protection  from  the 
vuted  States,  which  they  would  otherwise  have  receiv- 
ed. In  relation  to  the  sUtement  which  had  been  read 
m  IB  Arkansas  paper,  the  details  therein  set  forth 
■nt  come  in  a  more  authenticated  form  than  in  the 
JwiBUMof  a  newspaper,  before  he,  (Mr.  L.,)  or  the 
wme,  Of  the  country,  would  give  credit  to  them. 

Mr.  HOLSET  said,  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey 
M  Dored  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of 
W171  ind  Means,  with  instructions  to  specifr  on  the 
Me  of  the  bill  a  particular  amount  of  appropriation  for 
«Jh  Item  of  expenditure  for  the  removal  of  the  Creek 
WW*  1  im  opposed  to  this  motion  on  two  grounds. 
'■nt,  because  the  details  upon  which  the  aggregate  ap- 
jnpriatioQ  is  founded  have  already  been  furniahed  by 
■e  ConmiMioner  of  the  Indian  bureau,  printed,  and  laid 
>pon  the  table  of  each  member,  before  the  bill  was  taken 
<p  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
^ntoQ.  Secondly,  because  the  execution  of  the  treaty 
ftfnilitioiis  being  dependent  upon  fiicls  which  this  House 
"B  not  know,  and  cannot  ascertain  until  the  time  of  the 
Kti'ilreaioval  of  the  Indians,  it  would  not  only  embar- 
^  bat  even  prevent  the  execution  of  some  of  the  arti- 
j^  of  the  treaty.  Upon  the  firat  ground,  the  House 
1^'  perceive  that  it  is  not  called  upon  to  vote  a  sum 
i*t<lor  the  public  money  without  a  knowledge  of  the 
*|^1  ptrts  which  compose  it.  They  have  been  spread 
Kfore  tts  with  a  minuteness  sufficient  to  satiafy  the  most 
"^pakwt,  and  a  certainty  to  which  a  ntM  pnug  pleader 
^M  not  take  exception— ^-a  certainty  not  only  to  a  com- 
mon intent,  but  in  every  particular.  There  is  a  special 
fJI^Q^  per  head  for  removal  af^er  the  line  of  march  is 
ueo  op;  mother  for  rations  whilst  in  camp  preparatory 
?!J^|^o?aIt  a  third  for  rifles,  ammunition,  blankets, 
2^^tb,  be.  [Here  Mr.  H.  read  from  the  estimates 
"  tK  Commisrioner  of  the  Indian  department  the  vari« 
^jl^lL]  He  BAid  gentlemen  had  called  for  specifl^ 
"°^^  Tediona  as  they  are,  I  have  given  them,  be- 
^*^  they  were  demanded,  and  will  ask  in  return  the 
^^1^  of  legal  justice,  a  recovery  jsetindem  allegata 
^prwUa.  But  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  is  con- 
^  •iih  the  items  and  their  correaponditig  expenditure, 
2  "«•(•  that  they  ahould  be  brought  into  the  bill.  A 
^^  tt  the  treaty  presents  insuperable  objeetions.  By 
•lie  13tb  article,  each  Creek  warrior  is  to  be  furnished 
*^^b  ■  rifle  and  ammunition,  and  each  family  with  a 
^j^  At  the  number  of  theae  articles  must  oecessa- 
^oepend  upon  the  number  of  warriors  and  families  at 
^me  of  executing  the  treaty,  a  speeiftc  amount  for 
^.  purpoMs  must  run  the  haiard  either  of  excess  or 
°|^«eBey.  Arain,  air:  you  insert  in  the  hill  a  special 
'"^Bt  (128  50)  per  head,  to  defray  the  expeniet  of  sub* 


sistence  and  transportation.  Shall  your  emigrating  con. 
tractora  have  no  less,  or  will  you  give  them  no  more? 
The  same  may  be  said  as  to  rstions  whilst  in  a  prepara- 
tory state  to  removal.  But  I  will  not  multiply  inttances. 
I  have  already  enumerated  enough  to  show  that  the  ex« 
ecutive  department  being  charged  with  the  execution 
of  the  treaty  and  the  removnl  of  the  Indisns,  and  these 
objects  being  influenced  by  facts  and  contingencies 
which  the  Legislature  can  neither  know  nor  control, 
specific  sppropriations  for  psrticular  items  can  only  tend 
to  clog  or  defeat  the  main  end  and  design  of  the  bill,  the 
removsl  of  the  Indiani^  and  the  fulfilment  of  the  national 
obligations. 

But,  sir,  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Evxbitt] 
has  assumed  positions  in  regard  to  our  Indian  relations 
which,  as  one  of  the  Representatives  of  Georgis,  I  cannot 
permit  to  pass  unnoticed  upon  this  floor.  While  he  ad- 
mits it  is  the  settled  policy  of  the  Government  to  trans* 
plant  the  aborigines  beyond  the  Mississippi,  be  maintaina 
that  the  portion  of  the  Creeka  recently  removed  to  the 
West  have  been  torn  from  their  birthright  and  their 
homea,  in  contravention  of  the  national  taitb,  aolemnly 
pledged  in  the  treaty  of  March,  1833.  He  interposes 
.  the  same  objection  to  the  paasage  of  thia  bill,  which  pro* 
vides  for  the  removal  of  the  remaining  portion  of  the 
tribe;  arrays  the  frauds  perpetrated  upon  them  in  the 
sale  of  reservations  by  our  own  people  aa  the  causes  of 
their  hite  hostilitiesi  and  whilst  pouring  out  the  melting 
charities  of  his  heart,  the  deepeat  sympathies  of  his  soul, 
for  the  injuries  and  sufiTerings  of  the  degraded  sons  of 
Ishmsel,  reserves  for  his  own  race  the  freexing  admont* 
tion  thit  those  who  sow  the  wind  must  reap  the  whirl- 
wind 1  who  unchain  the  tiger  roust  abide  his  fury  aa  he 
walks  upon  his  destroying  path.  Sir,  1  beg  leave  to  dif- 
fer with  the  gentleman  firom  Vermont  both  in  sentiment 
and  opinion.  I  boldly  avow  my  attachment  for  the  race 
from  which  I  have  descended,  and  with  whom  I  have 
united  in  the  civil,  state  for  the  purpose  of  defence 
sgainat  foreign  invasion.  I  have  no  tears  to  shed  for  the 
savare  who  buries  the  tomahawk  in  the  mother's  breast, 
and  imbruea  his  hands  in  her  infant's  blood.  I  rejoice 
that  American  arma  have  been  enabled  to  arrest  the  bar- 
barians in  their  march  of  blood  and  conflagration,  and 
to  transplant  them  beyond  the  juriadiction  of  the  Statea. 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  Vermont  has  intrenched 
himself  on  the  high  grounds  of  the  treaty,  and  opened 
his  batteriea  upon  the  Government  for  a  violation  of  ita 
provlaions,  by  removing  the  Indiana  agsinst  their  con- 
aent.  A  single  fire  will  dislodge  him  m>m  his  position. 
By  the  lawa  of  nations,  a  state  of  war  abrogates  pre-ex- 
isting treaties.  If  the  Government  continues  to  fulfil  the 
remaining  clauses  of  the  treaty,  it  is  only  from  a  princi- 
ple of  humanity,  and  not  from  any  conaiderattons  arising 
from  good  faith  to  the  Indians.  If  they  have  raised  the 
tomaltawk  and  scalptng-knife  for  the  adjustment  of  theur 
wrongs,  they  cannot  complain  that  the  musket  and  the 
bayonet  have  been  made  the  umpire  of  our  difi*erences. 
The  treaty  was  therefore  cancelled  by  the  commenoc- 
ment  of  hostilities,  and  their  removal  a  military  opera- 
tion essential  to  the  peace  and  safety  of  the  frontiers. 
But  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  haa  said  that  he  has 
evidence  in  his  possession  to  show  that  the  frauds  com- 
mitted in  the  sales  of  Indian  reaervationa  were  the  causes 
of  the  recent  sggresaiona  on  the  part  of  the  Creek  na* 
tion.  I  demand  not  only  the  evidence  of  fraud,  but 
proof  that,  if  any  were  committed,  they  were  the  causes 
of  hostilities. 

[Here  Mr.  EvaxxTr  stated  that  hie  opinion  was  form- 
ed from  the  report  of  Col.  Hogan,  an  agent  appointed 
to  investigate  the  allegations  of  frsud.] 

The  honorable  gentleman  prejudges  not  only  the 
chargea  of  fraud,  but  how  far  they  may  have  led  to  the 
war— subjecta  which  are  now  under  the  ioveatigatioo  of 
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tomminioners  appointed  under  a  retolution  of  the  last 
aeasion  cf  Congress.  If,  a»  he  supposes^  the  alleged 
frauds  were  the  causes  of  the  war,  we  would  naturally 
expect  to  find  the  seat  of  war  in  the  districts  where  they 
were  committed.  But  the  history  of  the  Creek  war  is 
directly  at  variance  with  the  gentleman's  supposition. 
In  McHenry's  district,  where  alone  there  is  a  single 
allegation  supported  by  the  least  color  of  proof,  the 
nativea  maintained  their  friendly  rclatiuniy  with  but  few 
exceptions.  In  the  district  certified  by  General  San- 
ford,  an  officer  deseiYedly  high  in  the  conBdenee  of 
the  Government,  and  off  elevated  and  irreproachable 
character,  and  where  I  call  upon  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont  to  lay  his  finger  upon  a  single  case  of  fraud 
sustained  by  a  shsdow  of  evidence,  the  war  had  its  rise, 
progress,  and  end.  Thua  it  seems  where  there  was  fraud 
there  was  the  least  aggression,  and  where  there  was  no 
fraud  the  war  raged  in  all  its  horrors.  Sir,  were  I  to 
seek  for  the  sources  of  the  war  with  t|ie  Creek  Indiana, 
I  should  dive  deeper  into  the  recesses  cf  the  human 
heart,  and  look  beyond  the  sale  of  Indian  reservations. 
Without  reverting  to  the  discovery  of  the  continent, 
and  the  nature  of  the  causes  which  have  produced  the 
existing  relatione  between  the  two  races,  I  assume  it  as 
a  fact,  verified  by  daily  experience  and  observation, 
that  there  exists  between  them  a  deep  national  animos- 
ity, which,  upon  the  border,  is  continually  manifeating 
itself  in  open  violence.  It  is  in  vain,  sir,  that  you  may 
look  for  a  state  of  tranquillity  between  two  people  so 
opposite  in  character  as  savage  and  civilised  man.  In 
vain  may  you  look  for  it  between  the  red  and  the  white 
man,  burning  under  a  aense  of  mutual  injuries  for  cen- 
turies. I  repest  it,  sir,  hostilities  will  ever  mark  the 
line  of  your  frontier.  They  apriog  necessarily  out  of 
existing  relational  and  a  state  of  peace  ia  but  a  tempora- 
ry auspension  of  hostilities.  Sir,  treat  as  you  please, 
act  as  you  please,  reservstions  or  no  reservationr,  fraud 
or  no  fraud,  the  removal  of  a  warlike  tribe  of  Indians, 
like  that  of  the  Creeks,  becomea,  from  the  nature  of 
things,  a  military  measure.  They  will  not  go  ss  sbjectst 
revenge  must  sweeten  the  bitter  cup  of  their  departure. 
Why,  sir,  you  might  give  them  ten  times  the  value  of 
their  lands,  both  by  treaty  and  private  contract,  and  it 
would  not  aflTect  the  result.  It  is  the  tempest  of  the 
human  aoul,  and  you  cannot  bribe  it.  Neither  the  inge- 
nuity nor  the  power  of  man  can  hush  it  into  silence. 
As  the  hour  of  removal  approaches,  portentous  clouds 
begin  to  darken  the  horizon,  and  the  note  of  prepara* 
tton  ia  the  electric  ^r^  which  rends  them  asunder,  and 
calif  down  all  their  fury. 

In  apite  of  all  your  treaties,  your  justice,  or  your 
magnanimity,  they  will  not  tamely  relinquish  their  soil 
to  your  possession.  For  it  they  will  exact  not  only  your 
gold,  but  your  blood.  Gentlemen  are  grossly  deceived 
who  imagine  that  in  the  absence  of  fraud  thia  tribe  would 
peaceably  have  emigrated  beyond  the  Mississippi.  The 
supposition  betrays  an  entire  want  of  knowledge  of  the 
Indian  character,  and  of  causes  which  have  been  oper- 
ating for  agea  past. 

But,  sir,  my  honorable  colleague  [Mr.  Dawsob]  has 
imputed  this  wsr  to  the  Government  aa  its  suthor.  This 
ia  a  grave  charge,  and  requires  examination.  Sir,  I  had 
Supposed  that  the  ISxecutive  Chief  of  thia  nation  waa  the 
last  osan  upon  earth  on  whom  thia  reproach  could  be 
cast.  The  blood  and  teara  of  helpless  innocence,  whilst 
falling  the  victims  of  Indian  bsrbarity,  will  never  cry  to 
Heaven  against  him. 

[Here  Mr.  Dawsov  explained,  by  saying  that  he  did 
not  mean  to  implicafe  the  President,  but  those  through 
whose  agency  the  clause  for  reservationa  in  the  treaty 
had  been  inserted .] 

I  am  happy  to  find  my  colleague  disclaims  all  impu- 
tutiooi  upon  the  Chief  Executive.    The  charge  waa 


made  and  reiterated  againat  the  Government.  No^ 
sir,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  find  the  Government  in  the  forin 
tion  of  a  treaty  without  the  President.  He  forms  tl 
treaty,  and  the  Senate  approves  or  rejects  if. .  Whi 
the  Government  is  censured  for  the  formation  of  an  ii 
proper  treaty,  I  take  it  for  granted  the  President  ii  ii 
plicated.  But  my  colleague  baa  diaclaimed  it,  and 
will  preas  It  no  further.  I  hope,  therefore,  the  motii 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  will  not  prevail,  ai 
that  the  Houae  will  paas  the  bill. 

Mr.  DAWSON  said  the  courae  which  the  deba 
had  taken  on  the  bill  before  the  House  had  made  it  \ 
duty,  aa  one  of  the  Representstives  of  Georgis,  to  ai 
the  indulgence  of  the  House,  for  a  short  time,  tl  at  1 
might  be  heard  upon  some  of  the  facts  stated  by  ge 
tiemen,  and  briefly  to  reply  to  aomc  of  the  insinustion 
chargea,  and  ailegationa,  which  had  been  made  in  rel 
tion  to  that  part  of  the  Union  from  which  he  cane.  T) 
range  of  thia  discusi ion  had  been  wide,  and  to  bit  sis* 
Mr.  D.  aaid,  in  a  great  measure  unsuthorixed  by  tl 
objects  of  the  bill«  questions  and  subjects  having  b 
little  connexion,  if  any,  had  been  introduced. 

Gentlemen  had  spoken  freely  and  sympstbctieil 
touching  the  policy  pursued  in  relation  to  the  lodiin 
and  especially  the  Creeks,  snd  had  plainly  intimated, 
not  charged,  that  humanity  had  been  violated,  sod  tt 
character  of  the  country  blackened,  by  acts  of  crueli 
to  them;  that  the  conduct  of  the  citizena  of  Georgia  an 
Alabama  to  tbeae  Indians  had  gi«  en  origin  to  the  it* 
war,  which,  it  aeems,  has  not  yet  entirely  subsided,  aw 
in  its  consequences,  the  butchery  of  men,  women,  ti 
children,  depredations,  and  deaolation  of  property. 

Mr.  Speaker,  permit  me  (said  Mr.  D.)  to  say  the 
allegations  contain  not  the  true  cauaea  of  the  war.  It 
a  mistske,  a  very  great  mistake;  it  ia  not  ao.  Truth  si 
jueliee  unite,  and  deny  that  Georgia  and  Alabama  wei 
in  fault  in  thia  matter  to  such  an  extent  as  to  juttify) 
grave  an  allegation;  and  in  their  vindication,  and  e«p 
cially  those  of  my  cooatituenta  who  have  been  denos 
nated  the  people  of  the  frontiers,  and  against  whom 
has  been  said  the  dire  calamitiea  which  were  perpetr 
ted  on  the  eastern  and  western  banks  of  the  Chsttalio 
chee  river,  during  the  last  spring  and  aummer,  wei 
paHially  chargeable,  1  may  aay,  without  being  influenci 
bv  State  pride,  a  more  honorable  and  high-minded  po| 
ulation  inhabit  no  portion  of  thia  Union,  and  for  the  ><' 
filment  of  their  dutiea  as  good  and  worthy  citixen 
politically  and  morally,  are  not  inferior  to  any  otJi 
portion  of  the  confederacy.  The  charge  that  tbeir  oo 
duct  forced  the  Indiana  into  a  atate  of  desperation,  n 
eauacd  the  bloody  and  savage  acta  which  they  comi» 
ted,  is  not  true  or  just,  nor  can  it  with  any  propriety 
made.  Sir,  the  people  of  that  aection  of  the  couou 
are  benevolent  and  generous,  and  possess,  at  least  in 
equal  degree,  every  sympathy  common  to  *'"*' "^* 
and  which  excitea  noble  and  honorable  acts,  snd  wou 
extend  the  influence  of  these  virtuous  feelings  "s  »  _ 
any  people  on  earth.  And  here,  in  all  kindnc|»  > 
good  feeling  to  the  gentlemen  from  Maamcbuietu  >^ 
Vermont,  who,  on  yeaterday  and  to-day,  •^^'''"'f  „-;i 
House  with  so  much  sympsthy  in  behalf  of  the  aDoni 
nes,  and  who  depicted,  with  ao  much  p*^^^''/  .i, 
pressions  and  crueltiea  which  had  been  ■"A'^'^'l^^  i 
race,  I  can  say  no  man  indulgea  a  more  sincere  den 
alleviate  their  condition,  and  improve  their  ^^^ 
their  morale,  than  1  do;  and  the  gentlemen  atii  P  ^ 
me  for  reminding  them  that  the  tide,  the  first  wi 
which  began  to  flow  on  the  landing  of  the  f  jj^^^ 
Plymouth,  (1630,)  and  beat  on  that  rock  v^^'^?  I^ood 
cupies,  aa  a  curiosity,  the  centre  of  the  town  ^f.^  S^^m 
and  ia  to  thia  day  reapected  as  sscred,  is  stitl  °  .^ 
and  will  finally  urge  thia  race  beyond  the  •■'••*}\[| 
without  leaving  a  remnant  behind.    The  waves  w 
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tide  bsTp,  in  itt  floods,  left  the  remembrmnce  of  oppret- 
■oni,  ind  Meming,  if  not  •etualrerueltiei  towtrdi  the 
people  of  the  forett,  which  the  history  of  the  New  Bnp^* 
Itnd  PllKriiM  and  their  deioendantt  Iws  recorded.  On 
the  paget  of  that  history  icenea  are  painted  not  lets 
ibhorreot  to  humanity  or  less  appalling  to  the  liekly 
inifirations  of  the  present  than  those  scenes  of  cruelty 
tad  oppression  to  which  such  frequent  reference  had 
been  maile  daring  this  debate.  May  I  be  permitted  to 
uk,  vbere  are  the  mighty  tribes  of  Indians  who  once 
occupied  the  delightful  regions  of  New  Bngland,  and 
fron  the  "  mountain  top"  limited  their  extent  only  by 
the  sDrrottnding  sky,  aiwd  who,  in  their  native  freedom, 
iportsd  on  the  beautiful  rivers,  and  who  spread  so  much 
terror  tnd  consternation  annong  the  first  white  settlers? 
Thejr  ire  gone,  siri  and  the  phices  which  knew  them 
ooce  will  know  them  no  more.  And  by  what  power 
were  they  forced,  at  least,  from  the  land  of  the  Pilgrims? 
Sir,  I  will  not  cry  out  cruelty,  inhumanity,  or  injus* 
tiee,  or  indulge  in  a  needless  and  unnecessary  tirade 
iboat  the  policy  pursued  in  that  section,  in  that  period 
ud  linee,  towards  the  people  whose  condition  we  can- 
Bot  improve;  it  would,  perhaps,  be  unkind  so  to  act  or 
toipeik,  for  necessity,  no  doubt,  prescribed  the  policy 
ftfthst  dayt  the  same  causes  would  now  produce  similar 
fffrctt.  I  will,  however,  remind  gentlemen  that  the 
■Be  tide  which,  I  might  say,  was  put  in  motion  by  the 
PantuM^  in  its  floods,  has  spread  desolation  over  the 
Miirct  of  the  forests— first  in  the  Bast— and  it  will  not 
Hib,  I  apprehend,  until  they  are  utterly  annihilated. 
The  idea  is  unpleasant,  yet  it  is  clearly  the  result  to  be 
ptbered  from  the  past  history  of  this  country,  and  the 
ndications  of  the  future.  Let  not  the  Bast,  then,  refieet 
OB  tbe  poNcy  of  the  General  Government,  or  the;  States, 
io  rebtion  to  the  aborigines:  necessity  and  policy  pre- 
nibe  tbe  course  of  all,  mingled  with  and  reguhted  by 
JQitice  and  humanity. 

I  trott  tbe  House  will  pardon  me  for  alluding,  at  this 
^e,  to  the  legislation  of  Georgia,  and  her -course  to- 
virda  these  people.  Her  laws,  when  understotid,  will  be 
ipprovcdi  her  statute  books  will  show  the  protection 
*od  Kcurities  guarantied  to  the  Indians.  Their  persons 
»id  property  are  aa  inviolable  as  those  of  the  whites; 
Knontl  wrongs  committed  on  them  by  the  whites^are 
puniihed  by  the  same  law,  and  to  tbe  same  extent,  as  if 
«wi«Hted  on  a  white  man. 

.^to  the  indulgcncea  towards  the  Indians,  the  patience 
*«  which  Georgia  awaited  tbe  fulfilment  of  the  com- 
jMct  of  1803  will  show.  And  It  is  worthy  of  remark 
^^  notwithstanding  the  various  tribes  which  have  resi- 
«M  in  that  State  from  the  Revolution  to  this  day,  her 
■^  ■  sot  stained  by  a  hingle  act  of  cruelty  towards 
^(  people;  nor  has  an  Indian  snflTered  the  penalty  of 
^«hwfor  its  viohition,  which  a  white  man  would  not 
^^"I'ered  for  the  same  oflTenoe.  Nor  has  the  policy 
*<«wgiB>  within  tbe  last  forty  years,  (and  I  believe 
^*)  nor  have  tbs  sets  of  sny  portion  of  her  dtiaens, 
nvolrcd  this  GoverMnent  in  a  single  border  war.  But, 
•  tor  I  few  years  past,  individuab,  and  perhaps  num- 
J?/"  verjr  good  men,  have  labored  under  a  delusion 
"^  M*^  that  Georgia  had  acted  towards  the  Indians 
*>ib}n  her  Kmits  with  great  rigor  and  oppression.  This 
•Bottrae,  to  the  extent  alleged;  in  fact,  every  act  of 
"«  State  had  been  Justifiable,  and  demtnded  by  the 
7^^  our  Indian  relations.  No  State,  Mr.  Speaker, 
^Mr.  D.,)  in  this  Union,  has  exhibited  more  magna- 
*|<Biiyand  indulgence  towards  the  Indians.  How  long 
7^  the  Cherokees  been  in  the  peaceable  and  quiet 
T^jP^pef  of  the  lands  of  Georgis,  within  her  eonstitu- 
r^  fiisits,  and  guarantied  by  the  General  Government 
""  Jheoompact  of  1809?  More  than  half  a  century,  air! 
^bat  has  arrested  the  growth  of  Georgia  for  so  many 
'**»!  end  kept  her  m  the  rear  of  tbe  old  thirteen?  Her 


kindness  and  generosity  to  the  Indians,  sir?  Which  of 
the  States,  originally  forming  the  constitution  of  this 
Union,  has  borne  such  an  eacumbranos  upon  its  proi« 
perity?  None,  sir— none.  Is  it  not^  then,  unkind  and 
ungenerous,  yea,  unjust  and  exciting,  to  be  charged  at 
this  day,  by  those  who  have  swept  the  Indians  from  their 
soil  yeara  ago,  with  unrelenting  extermination?  But  tha 
cry  has  been  raised  of  cruelty  and  oppressioo,  and  the 
madness  of  the  day  must  have  time  to  cool.  I  truat,  sir, 
I  may  be  pardoned  for  the  digressions  into  which  I  have 
been  drawn  by  this  debate. 

To  return  to  the  causes  of  the  late  war.  It  has  been 
asked,  if  the  conduct  of  the  citisens  of  Georgia  and 
Alabama  did  not  produce  the  war,  what  did?  1  answer, 
the  treaty,  and  the  consequences  proceeding  necessarily 
from  it.  Tes,  sir,  tbe  treaty  entered  into  at  Washington 
city,  by  the  United  Statea  and  the  chiefs  of  the  Creek 
nation,  in  1832.  My  opinion  is,  and  so  is  the  opinion  of 
all  who  fully  understand  all  its  parts,  that  out  of  the 
terms  of  that  treaty  grew  the  prime  cauae  of  the  miafor- 
tunes,  butcheries,  and  desolations,  which  the  people  of 
Georgia  and  Alabama  suffered  within  the  last  eighteen 
months.  Let  me  explain.  Tbe  reservations,  the  Indian 
reservationa,  sir,  turned  the  Creek  country  into  a  mar« 
ket,  overt  and  covert,  for  sales  and  contracts,  honest  and 
dishonest;  for  frauds,  limited  and  extensive;  and  to  this 
market  speculators  of 'all  sises»  classes,  and  characters, 
individually  and  in  coafederacy,  and  those  who  were  too 
honest  to  act  improperly  in  person  sent  their  men.  From 
these  reservstions  spring  the  contracts  and  sales^  honest 
and  dishonest,  and  all  the  frauds  about  which  so  much 
has  this  day  been  said.  And  these  frauds  chiefiyj  and 
perhaps  an  unwillingness  on  the  part  of  the  Indian  to  go 
weat  of  the  Mississippi,  produced  the  late  war.  Hence 
my  aasertion  is  true,  that  the  provisions  of  the  treaty 
created  the  causes  of  the  war^— the  frauds,  the  war—the 
reservations,  the  frauda— the  treaty,  the  reservations. 
Hear  the  3d  article  of  that  treaty;  it  reada  thuss  •»  The 
United  Statea  engage  to  aurvey  the  land  as  soon  as  the 
same  can  conveniently  be  done,  after  the  ratification  of 
the  treaty;  and,  when  the  aame  is  surveyed,  to  allow 
ninety  principal  chiefs  of  tbe  Creek  tribe  td  select  one 
section  each,  and  every  other  head  of  a  Creek  fiimily  to 
select  one  half  aection  each;  which  tracts  shall  be  re- 
served from  sale,  for  their  use,  for  the  term  of  fire 
years,  unless  sooner  disposed  of  by  them,"  8cc. 

The  dd  article  says:  ••  Theae  tracts  may  be  conveyed 
by  tbe  persons  selecting  tbe  aasse  to  any  other  persons, 
for  s  fair  consideration,  in  aoch  manner  as  the  President 
may  direct;  the  contract  shall  be  certified  by  some  per- 
son appointed  for  that  purpose  by  the  President,  bat 
shall  not  be  valid  tilt  the  President  approves  the  ssosei 
a  title  shall  be  given  by  the  United  States,  on  the  com. 
pletion  of  the  payment"  Who  cannot  see,  at  a  glance, 
that  this  treaty,  concocted,  arranged,  pknned,  and  rati* 
fied  here,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  threw  open,  wide 
and  broad,  the  doora  for  apeculation,  fraud,  and  cor- 
ruption? And,  sir,  I  have  no  doubt  one  of  tbe  contract' 
ing  partiea  saw  it,  and  knew  it,  and,  it  seems,  endeavor- 
ed to  provide  sgainst  it;  for  the  3d  article,  which  con- 
templates a  sale,  says  **  these  reservations  may  be  sold, 
for  a  fair  consideration,  in  such  a  mannrr  as  tbe  Presi* 
dent  may  direct;  the  contract  shall  be  certified  by  some 
person  appointed  for  that  purpose  by  the  President," 
&c.  Georgia  nor  Alabama  did  create  this  mother  of  so 
many  evils:  no,  air,  it  took  its  origin  in  tbe  city  of 
Washington,  and  was  the  production  of  one  of  the  de- 
partments of  this  Government.  And  who  should  be  an- 
swerable for  the  dreadful  and  heart-rending  calamities^ 
frauds,  specuUtions,  and  infamous  combinstions  for  un- 
worthy purposes,  growing  out  of  it?  The  snswer  is 
palpalile. 

And,  sir,  who  has  not  hsard  it  and  Men  it  in  the  pub* 
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lie  prints,  that  this  treaty  had  been  made  a  means,  an 
engine,  an  instrument  in  the  hands  of  governmental 
agrnts,  in  combination  with  individuals  and  companies, 
fur,  in  many  instances,  diahoneat  speculations  and  fraud? 
Yes,  sir,  these  things  are  publici  and,  in  my  view,  it  is 
clear  that  this  treaty,  with  its  resenrationa,  has  been 
used  for  the  mercensry  interests  of  others  than  a  por- 
tion of  the  people  of  Georgia  and  Alabama.  Yea,  North 
and  South,  East  and  West,  and  thia  centre,  Washington 
city,  the  plsce  which  gave  birth  to  the  treaty,  are  said, 
and  1  have  no  reason  to  doubt  it,  to  have  recipients  and 
partskers  of  these  fraudulent  speculation*.  The  day,  I 
trust,  will  come,  when  the  curtain  shall  be  removed, 
and  the  authors,  active  and  dormant,  in  these  dark 
deeds  of  infsmy,  shall  be  dragged  forward  on  the  scene  i 
when  the  whole  of  the  facts  connected  with  this  treaty 
and  the  frauds  thall  be  developed  with  damning  proof 
against  the  guilty,  and  ample  justification  and  approval 
of  the  honest  speculators  or  purchasers,  when  the 
world  shall  know  where  to  attach  the  blame,  to  apply 
the  finger  of  scorn,  and  the  accents  of  indignant  repro- 
bation. Then  we  ahsll  find  who  has  pocketed  the  pro- 
ceeds of  frauds  carried  into  successful  operation  by 
meana  of  this  measure  of  the  Government,  the  treaty. 
And  yet,  sir,  notwithstanding  the  many  actors  in  these 
atrocities,  exclusive  censure  has  been  directed  to  the 
contiguous  States  of  these  frauds^  and  they  alone  ex- 
posed and  branded  as  the  originatora  of  the  evils  which 
have  followed.  Let  every  one  bear  his  share  of  the 
blame,  as  well  as  bis  portion  of  public  indignation, 
whether  he  be  in  oflice,  high  or  low,  or  occupying  a 
private  atation^  they  who  are  equally  gtiilty  of  fraud 
should  be  equal  in  every  thing  else* 

To  change  the  conclusions  which  have  been  drawn 
by  myself  and  others,  in  relation  to  the  causes  of  the 
war,  it  haa  been  said,  and  I  think  by  my  colleague, 
[Mr.  Holsxt]  that  the  white  population  on  the  frontiers 
and  the  Indians  sre  generally  in  a  state  of  hostility  with 
each  othert  ss  a  proposition,  it  msy  be  true,  but  in  rt  Ution 
to  the  late  Creek  war  it  was  not  ao(  for  I  have  no  rec- 
ollection of  any  sets  of  oppression  to  the  Indians,  or  of 
hostilities  from  them.  The  Indians  were  peaceable  un- 
til the  consequences  of  the  treaty  began  to  develop 
themselves.  Frauds,  it  is  said,  were  committed  in  re- 
lation to  the  reservations,  which  could  be  cfl^ected  only 
by  a  combination  of  the  certifying  agentst  and,  unless 
the  agents  connived,  a  fraud  could  not  be  easily  prac- 
tised. The  removal  of  auspected  agents,  by  the  Presi- 
dent, took  place,  in  order  to  protect  the  Indians;  but, 
sir,  notwithstanding,  frauda  were  perpetrated,  the  In- 
^dians  were  swindled,  and  they,  at  least  a  part  of  them, 
became  desperate,  particularly  when  the  man  or  men 
which  their  Great  Father  the  Preaident  bad  sent  for 
their  protector  had  become  a  traitor  to  their  intereat, 
and  waa  inatrumental,  as  has  been  charged  on  thia  floor 
and  elsewhere,  in  defrauding  them. 

Men  from  every  aection,  almost,  of  this  wide  confed- 
eracy concentrated  in  the  Creek  country  about  thia 
period— and  for  what  purpose  did  they  go?  To  take 
the  advantagea  which  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  un- 
fortunately presented  for  speculation  in  Indian  reserva- 
tions. They  did  make  it  a  source  of  speculation,  and 
plunged  innocent  and  unoffending  men,  women,  and 
children,  of  Georgia  and  Alat>ama,  on  esch  side  of  the 
river  Chattahoochee,  in  all  the  horrors  of  a  bloody  and 
savage  warfare,  by  their  impious  and  eager  thirst  for 
gain  and  profit;  and  when  they  had  consummated  their 
speculations  and  frauds,  in  which  some  Georgiana  and 
Alabamians  participated,  they  return  to  their  homes, 
and  add  to  their  infamy  by  alandering  and  calumnia- 
ting the  people  on  the  frontiers,  whom  they  had  already 
too  much  injured  by  libelling  them  as  being  the  instiga- 
tors and  cause  of  the  dreadful  conaequcnees  of  their 
own  acts  of  injustice. 


Sir,  there  haa  been  an  immense  machine  in  laotioo  in 
relation  to  Iheae  frauds,  and  similar  speeuUtioni,  in 
every  section  of  the  country  where  the  public  landiire 
fur  sale.  Where  can  its  location  be,  airf  I  have  heard 
it  ssid,  probably  in  the  city  of  Washington.  One  thing 
seems  to  tie  most  certain,  that  it  is  in  operation}  but 
who  managea  the  handle,  and  regulates  its  mighty  ac- 
tion, is  beyond  discovery.  Speculation  is  the  order  of 
the  dsy,  and  those  who  have  engaged  in  it,  as  indiTida* 
als  or  companiea,  are  becoming  rich'— whether  w\m 
or  dormant  partnera;  and  those  who  have  committed  the 
frauda  upon  the  Indiana  in  the  Creek  country,  whetbec 
they  were  agenta  or  officers  of  the  Government,  individ* 
uala  or  companies,  or  otherwiae,  are,  in  a  great  me«i> 
ur«,  by  the  use  of  the  treaty  and  its  unfortunate  and  ua* 
wise  provisions,  the  osuse  of  the  late  Indian  diiBeuhtei. 

The  gentleman  from  Vermont  had  very  eloquently 
and  feelingly  depicted  these  frauda,  and  bad  also  pre- 
sented to  this  House  a  deplorable  picture,  as  drawn,  of 
the  condition  and  aituation  of  the  emigrating  Creckit 
and  also  by  the  anonymous  letter  which  he  haa  eauied 
to  be  read  by  the  Clerk.  Suppose  all  this  to  be  true, 
no  censure  should  be  attributed  to  Georgia  or  AUbimi, 
for  they  had  no  more  connexion  with  these  matten  ihan 
any  other  Statea  in  the  Union;  it  is  a  matter  ia  the  ei- 
elusive  control  of  the  General  Government. 

[Mr.  EvxBETT  rose,  and  asked  Mr.  D.  to  permit  bin 
to  explain. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  E.  said)  bad  idii* 
apprehended  the  acope  of  hia  remarks.  He  eertatnly 
did  not  intend  to  make  any  Imputation  againat  the  char* 
acter  of  any  Slate;  and  thought  his  expressions  hsd  beeo 
sufficiently  guarded  to  exclude  such  a  constructiont  he 
had,  in  general  terms,  charged  the  Creek  frauds  on  the 
whites;  he  had  not  designated  to  what  section  of  country 
they  belonged.  He  was  as  well  aware  aa  the  gentlenan 
from  Georgia,  that  they  did  not  belong  excluaively  to 
the  adjoining  States;  that  persona  of  hign  standing  elM* 
where  were  concerned  in  the  frauds  and  the  remonlj 
and  that  it  would  be  in  the  highest  degree  illiberal  and 
unjuat  to  characterize  any  Slate  by  the  improper  con- 
duct of  a  few  individuals;  and  he  could  have  no  doubt 
that  the  conduct  of  these  speculators  was  held  in  si  deep 
reprobation  in  Georgia  and  Alabama,  aa  in  any  pu^  ^ 
the  Union.] 

Yes,  sir,  (said  Mr.  Dawsok,)  there  is  no  doubt  of  that 
fact,  and  I  am  gratified  at  the  explanation.  The  letter, 
sir,  which  has  been  read  before  this  House,  dettilwff 
the  condition  uf  the  emigrating  Creeks,  whether  true  M 
false,  had  no  relation  to  the  SUtea  from  whence  tb^ 
had  removed;  nor  could  it  originate  eensure  sgtmn 
those  SUtes  which  had  suffered  by  their  murders,  tr 
sons,  and  robberies.  If  censure  were  due,  it  properly  »< 
tached  to  the  Government,  or  its  agenta,  as  this  articM 
of  the  treaty  will  clearly  deroonatrate:  •*  Art.  13.  TM 
United  Statea  aredeairoua  that  the  Creeka  ahould  remov« 
to  the  country  weat  of  the  Mississippi,  and  join  tbetl 
countrymen  there;  and  for  thia  purpose  it  ia  sgreed  thij 
as  fast  as  the  Creeks  are  prepared  to  emigrate,  they  loM 
be  removed  at  the  expense  of  the  United  S^^'**  T 
shall  receive  subsistence  whilst  on  their  journey,  snd  W 
one  year  after  their  arrival  at  their  new  home,"  &c 

The  Government  ia  thereby  bound  to  remove  tn< 
Creeks,  and  aubsist  and  protect  them,  and  to  pay  all  tlu 
expenses  of  removal;  and  to  support  them  and  auppl] 
them  for  one  year  after  their  arrival  at  their  *'net 
home."  These  are  obligationa  and  dutiea  belonging  t 
the  Government,  and  for  their  fulfilment  and  discbargi 
ample  appropriations  have  been  made  by  Congress.  1 
these  duties  and  obligations  have  been  neglected,  and  i 
it  be  true  that  theae  people  are  in  the  miserable  conditio 
repreaented,  that  their  aufferinga  are  such  as  have  bee 
portrayed,  the  fault  must  be  oa  the  agenta  of  the  Goi 
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ernmenu  The  contractors  for  removil,  I  underttand, 
btve  fulfilled  their  contracts!  no  cause  of  censure  justly 
tpplies  to  any  State;  the  Government  is  responsible. 

Sir,  a  needless  sympathy  seems  to  have  been  ezeited, 
h  consrquenee  of  the  fear  hostile  Creeks  having  been 
enig rated  in  chains.  This  is  true,  and  was  an  act  Just 
isd  proper,  snd  the  officers  of  the  Government  deserve 
no  censure  for  this;  Justice  and  humanity  prompted  it; 
it  Wit  due  to  the  safety  ef  the  defenceleaa  women  and 
children  of  the  frontiers,  and  for  the  protection  of  the 
property  of  our  eitiiens  in  that  section,  which  was  then  a 
loene  of  desolation,  conflag^ration,  and  murder;  and,  sir, 
H  wtt  so  act  of  kindness  to  the  Indians  themselves,  thus 
to  force  them  to  their  new  home,  and  prevent  them 
from  rcmsining  and  avenging  their  mistaken  and  savage 
propenaties  by  acts  of  cruelty  and  murder  against  the 
vbiiei;  and  it  gave  them  an  escape  from  the  vengeance 
of  t  justly  incensed  and  excited  community,  who  had 
been  roused  to  desperation  by  the  murderous  acts  of 
these  very  emigrating  Indians.  It  was  an  act  of  pure 
HTsoe  and  favor,  for,  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  these  mur- 
derers of  women  and  children,  and  desolatora  of  prop- 
erly, and  destroyers  of  the  public  mails,  had  forfeited 
their  livei,  and  deserved  death.  But,  sir,  the  generous, 
ind  noble  and  forgiving  feelings  of  our  nature  permit- 
ted them  to  escape  the  vengeance  of  the  violated  law. 
Let  so  man  speak  of  the  indignation  of  the  injured  Geor- 
fiini  snd  Alabamians  leading  to  cruelty;  the  emigration 
of  these  Indians,  after  the  murdera  they  had  committed, 
the  robberies  and  conflagrations  they  had  perpetrated, 
^ing  permitted  by  an  injured  people  to  escape,  and  to 
htre  tiken  up  their  line  of  march  for  the  West,  almost 
ID  tiev  of  the  smoking  ruins  of  Roanoke,  amidat  the  re* 
Buiu  of  which  now  lie  the  bones  and  ashes  of  fathers^ 
■others,  brothers,  and  sisters,  innocent  and  onoflTending 
vooien  and  children,  who  were  murdered  by  the  dead- 
ly rifles  of  these  emigrants,  or  perished  in  the  flames  of 
^  conflagration.  Mr.  Speaker,  their  permission  to  es- 
npe  is  wondrous,  and  speaks  volumes  in  favor  of  that 
portion  of  thia Union,  and  will  command  applause.  Such 
Bn  indulgence  to  the  ignorance  and  savage  ferocity  of 
the  men  of  the  f(»rest  can  be  found  in  the  hiatory  only  of 
^rgia  and  of  Alabama. 

Ttiere  is  still  a  part  of  these  people  remaining,  and 
tbetppropriaiion  contained  in  the  bill  before  the  House 
M  to  tffect  tbeir  removal;  let  me,  in  the  name  of  an  ex- 
posed and  injured  people,  urg^  that  it  should  be  made, 
*^  these  Indians  removed.  Then  may  the  men,  wo- 
Aes,  and  children,  of  that  suffering  portion  of  the  Union 
*^p  secure,  and  be  relieved  from  all  the  fears  and  ap- 
Prthensions  of  savage  cruelties. 

Mr.  EVERETT  said  he  was  gratified  that  he  had 
Bule  tlie  occasion  fur  the  eloquent  speech  of  the  gen- 
wflitn  from  Georgia  on  his  left,  [Mr.  Dawsoit.]  If  any 
thiD|  could  have  reconciled  him  to  some  acu  of  that 
"«te  now  past  and  gone  by,  it  would  be  the  tone,  the 
^per,  and  the  manly  bearing,  of  that  gentleman.  He 
^  listened  with  admiration  to  the  instant,  the  impas- 
^d,  ftnd  able  defence  of  the  character  of  hia  Srate 
^^d  out  on  the  mere  (mis)«pprehension  that  it  had 
»«cn  tsMiied.  The  honor  of  that  State  was  in  safe 
f^ping  ao  loar  as  that  gentleman  retained  a  seat  on 
^t  floor. 

The  gentleman  had  not,  however,  contented  himself 
*itb  rrpelitng  the  supposed  aitack,  but  lie  had  crossed 
Ihc  line,  and  carried  the  war  into  the  North.  He  had  sig- 
>'li'af4tiy  asked  if  tha  Indians  had  no  charges  to  bring 
^n»t  New  England?  Sir,  I  would  that  I  cciuld  say  no. 
^*^  things  were  there  transacted  of  which  New  England 
^  no  reason  to  be  prmidi  but  some  allowance  ia  to  be 
"i^de  for  the  peculiar  opinions  of  that  day,  and  nome  fur 
^  advance  of  the  age.  The  acts  done  then  would  be  now 
*M  •gainst  greater  light  and  knowledge.    In  relation 


to  the  Indians,  there  are  some  pagea  in  the  hlatory  of 
New  England  which  I  wish  had  never  been  there,  some 
that  I  wish  could  be  obliterated*  I  wish  the  modern  pro- 
cess of  expunging  could  be  applied  to  them  by  this  body 
or  by  any  body  elsewhere. 

[Mr.  HoLstT  asked  Mr.  E.  to  repeat  the  words,  not 
having  heard  diatinctly.] 

I  said  that  there  are  some  pages  in  the  history  of  New 
England  that  I  wish  could  be  obliterated i  and  I  now  ssy 
I  should  be  glad  to  see  the  modern  process  of  expunging 
applied  to  them«— thai  black  lines  should  be  drawn 
around  the  page,  and  across  it  written  **  expunged  by 
order  of  the  Senate."  This,  air,  would  be  applying  the 
process  to  aoroe  good  porpnce.  I  have,  then,- only  to  aay 
that  it  will  be  time  enough  to  quote  the  wrohgs  of  New 
England  as  a  justification  when  these  wrongs  are  Justi* 
fied. 

I  have  been  charged  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
on  my  right  [Mr.  Holsit]  with  an  exclusive  sympathy 
for  Indian  sunrrings,  and  none  for  thoae  of  the  whites** 
none  for  the  men,  women,  and  children,  murdered  by 
the  savage.  That  I  have  felt  strongly  the  injustice  per- 
petrated against  that  race,  in  all  time,  but  more  flagrant* 
ly  of  late,  I  will  not  deny.  But,  sir,  what  occaaion  have 
I  given  for  the  reaidue  of  the  charged  It  is  this:  that  I 
have  not  reated  content  with  exciting  attention  to  theim* 
mediate  cause— to  the  excited  aavage  alarm— but  to  those 
who  have  excited  him  to  those  inhuman  acts.  He  who 
unchains  the  tiger  takes  the  responsibility.  The  sav- 
age ia  the  inatrument  of  cruelty  in  the  hands  of  him  who 
excites  him  to  war.  I  will  notice  one  other  remark  of 
the  aame  gentleman.  He  has  stated  that  the  natural  re* 
lation  of  the  Indian  to  the  whites  is  that  of  war.  That 
such  is  the  inherent  disposition  of  the  Indian,  on  any 
proper  occasion  I  would  make  the  iuuei  that  we  have 
been  always  the  aggressor,  I  do  not  say;  but  that  we 
have  been  ao  more  often  than  they,  I  tlimk  our  own  his- 
tory will  fully  sustain.  In  judging  them,  we  weighed 
them  in  even  scales  with  ourselves.  We  hsve  made  no 
allowances  for  the  difference  of  temperament  and  feel- 
ings of  their  racei  whst  should  not  pVovoke,  we  deem  it 
highly  unreasonable  that  it  should  rouse  the  savage  to  re- 
venge. The  occaaion,  however,  is  not  appropriate  for 
the  further  discussion  of  this  question. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  hoped  the  House  would  not  re- 
commit this  bill.  With  reference  to  the  alleged  frauds^ 
he  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  this  very  bill  contain- 
ed an  appropriation  fur  their  investigationt  and  he  fur- 
ther stated  that,  in  the  courae  of  a  very  few  diys,  a  re- 
port would  be  made  by  the  commissioners  charged  with 
that  duty.  That  would  preaent  a  more  proper  occasion 
to  discuss  the  subject  of  the  causes  of  the  Creek  war, 
and  the  part  these  alleged  fraud?,  if  any  such  be  found 
to  have  existed,  may  liavc  had  in  producing  the  war. 

With  regard  to  the  motion  to  recommit,  he  would  ex- 
plain, in  a  few  words,  the  object  of  it.  Mr.  C.  then  cited 
one  of  the  general  items,  and  then  read  tfi  extetuo  the  es- 
timatea  upon  which  it  was  founded,  some  twenty  or  thir- 
ty 4n  number,  some  of  them  embracing  trifling  amounts, 
and  which  shuwed  tlist,  if  the  specifications  were  carried 
out  through  the  bill,  it  would  swell  to  a  volume  in  siae. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  said  he  regretted  very  much  that 
any  discussion  had  been  thought  necesssry  on  the  pres- 
ent bill,  feeling  assured  that  there  were  but  few  who 
would  be  found  to  sanction  the  proposed  amendment 
of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  [Mr. 
PAnxam.]  Situated  aa  he  waa,  however,  he  felt  it  his 
duty  to  reply  to  some  of  the  remarks  i»bich  had  been 
made  by  ttie  aeveral  gentlemen  who  preceded  trim,  and 
especially  aa  they  were  connected  and  related  to  his  own 
State.  While  (Mid  Mr.  G.)  he  differed  with  his  honor- 
able colleague  [Mr.  Dawsuv]  ss  to  the  causes  of  the 
Creek  war,  and  wholly  denied  tha^  the  Qwernmeot  bad 


1551 


GALES  &  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


155 


H.  •»  It] 


Jhdion  JtppfopnoHon  MuL 


[Pii.  1»  182 


«ny  agency  In  the  ttme,  he  btd  listened  with  grent  at- 
tention to  him,  and  was  pleased  and  delighted  at  the 
manner  in  which  he  had  acquitted  himaclf.  It  has  been 
ftated  (said  Mr.  G.)  tbatto  the  clause  in  the  treaty  which 
gives  resenrations  is  to  be  traced  the  origin  of  our  Greek 
diffieultiesi  and  it  seems  to  be  the  wish  of  aome  gentle- 
men to  fix  this  ezclusiTely  upon  the  OoTemment.  In 
making  such  a  charge,  (said  Mr.  G.,)  it  ahould  be  recol- 
lected that  all  treaties,  before  they  are  consummated,  osuit 
be  ratified  by  the  Senate;  and  whatever  may  have  been 
our  error  in  embracing  such  a  clause,  and  whatever  dif- 
ficulties may  have  arisen  from  the  same,  that  honorable 
and  dignified  body  must  come  ig  for  a  share  of  the  re^ 
■ponsibility  and  censure  attempted  to  be  thrown  on  the 
QovemmeAt.  But  Mr.  G.  said  he  was  gratified  to  say 
that  no  man  is  more  opposed  to  the  principle  of  reser- 
vationi  thin  General  Jicksoni  he  has  witnessed  with  re- 
gret and  mortification  the  difficnilties  arising  under  them, 
and  the  numerous  frauds  and  perjuries  to  which  \\¥ty 
liave  led;  snd  such  is  now  his  abhorrence  to  them,  that 
be  will  not  himself  sanction  them,  or  even  consent  to 
submit  to  the  Senate  for  their  sanction  any  treaty  em- 
bracing such  a  clause.  And  in  the  late  treaty  with  the 
Cherokeei  he  refused  to  do  so  until  it  was  stricken  out, 
expressing  with  great  feelings  of  disspprobation  that 
such  a  chkuse  should  haye  been  included,  when  his  views 
and  opinions  on  tlie  subject  were  so  well  known.  Mr. 
G.  said  he  was  not  prepared  to  say  what  were  the  origi- 
nal opinions  of  the  President  in  relation  to  this  matter; 
but  if  ever  favorable,  they  have  long  since  undergone  a 
change,  and  were  almost  universally  known  at  this  time. 
Sad  experience  has  caused  changes  in  the  opinions  of 
many  on  this  question,  (said  Mr.  G.,)  who  now  assume 
entirely  new  positions.  But  under  no  circumstances 
was  be  prepared  to  sanction  the  principle,  that  because 
reservations  were  embraced  in  the  treaty,  it  constituted 
any  Justification  for  the  fraudulent  speculators;  and  that 
errors  committed  by  tbe  Government  (if  gentlemen 
please)  are  to  extenuate  and  palliate  their  crimes  for  a 
violation  of  all  lawa.  He  (Mr.  G.}  recognised  no  such 
rule  of  morals  for  himself. 

Mr.  G.  then  observed  that,  as  to  what  bad  been  said 
as  to  the  causes  of  the  war,  it  was  painful  to  him  even  to 
allude;  but  a  duty  to  bis  SUte  and  country  forbids  his 
silence,  and  was  paramount  with  him  to  all  other  con- 
siderations. It  has  been  said,  then,  that  tbe  frauds  prac- 
tised on  the  Indians  were  not  connected  with  the  war. 
He,  from  his  very  soul,  wished  it  might  prove  so;  his  rule 
was  to  consider  *'  all  men  innocent  until  their  guilt  be 
made  manifest;"  but  he  was  bound  to  say  that  he  greatly 
feared,  whenever  a  full  investigation  was  had,  it  would 
be  found,  that  if  not  the  immediate,  they  were  the  re» 
mote  cause.  Let  it  not  be  disguised  (said  Mr.  G.)  that 
a  more  perfect  system  of  fraud  and  fraudulerrt  specubp 
tions  was  never  organized  and  consummated  than  that 
which  was  organised  and  consummated  by  a  few  citizens 
of  bis  own  State,  and  claiming  to  be  citizens,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  defrauding  and  cheating  the  Indians  of  their 
lands.  He  forbore  a  reciul  of  their  systematic  wr- 
rangements;  their  plans  as  to  the  modua  operandi:  to  do 
io  would  but  cause  all  to  blush  for  the  depravity  of  hu- 
man nature.  Let  it  be  known,  however,  (said  Mr.  G.,) 
that  several  are  supposed  to  be  connected  in  these  trans- 
actions who  have  held  high  situationa  in  our  State,  and, 
as  not  known  to  hit  colleagues,  sre  composed  of  men  of 
wealth  and  influence  of  both  political  parties;  and  here 
be  would  rennark,  without  the  fear  of  contradiction,  that 
in  eonaequenee  of  the  firm  and  usually  bold  and  inde- 
pendent stand  that  the  President  took  in  withholding 
the  patents  until  an  investigation  of  the  whole  matter 
could  be  had,  it  called  down  upon  him  the  bitterest  op- 
position of  the  parties  interested,  and  of  many  who  had 
been  formerly  his  friends.    Mr.  Q.  said  it  was  probable 


many  purchases  made  were  perfectly  fair,  and  in  go 
faith,  and  for  all  such  he  was  assured  the  most  satisficto 
measures  would  be  adopted  at  an  early  period.  Ti 
whole  matter  was  now  under  Ibll  investigation  befon 
competent  tribunal,  and  a  report  soon  expected:  vl 
that  report  would  be  he  waa  not  prepared  to  «y;  b 
he  invoked  gentlemen  to  abstain  at  psesent,  and  on 
future  oecasiona,  from  eaiting  further  refiectioni  up 
the  State,  and  the  whole  people  of  bis  State,  for  the  < 
rors  and  crimes  of  a  few.  To  continue  H  was  illibenlii 
unjust,  and  could  not  be  expected  wouM  be  quietly  su 
mitted  to.  Whenever  (said  he)  tbe  guilty  shall  be  A 
reted  out,  and  their  guilt  made  manifest,  he  greatly  si 
took  the  character  of  the  people  of  bis  Bute  if  tb* 
were  not  the  first  to  point  at  them  the  finger  of  leoi 
and  treat  Ibem  as  their  conduct  merited. 

Mr.  O.  concluded  by  saying  that,  whatever  may  bi 
been  the  oausea  of  the  Creek  war,  they  cerUioiy  eou 
not  operate  against  the  sppropriations  snd  tbe  pa««| 
of  the  bill.  It  was  a  melancholy  truth  that  tbe  war  hi 
been  produced,  and  the  fatal  conaequences  growinf  o 
of  it  but  too  deeply  felt,  if  not  by  the  whole  country,  I 
the  citizena  of  Georgia  and  Alabama.  Sir,  (lAid  be 
the  tragical  scenes  have  been  enacted;  the  horrible  dee 
of  murder  and  nuissacre  have  been  committed,  and  b 
too  deeply  impressed  upon  our  minds;  our  battle  grouo* 
have  been  atained  with  the  blood  of  aome  of  our  vtlu< 
citizens;  many  have  found  honorable  graves;  vtlub 
possessions  have  been  laid  waste  and  wrapt  in  fltoe 
wives,  mothers^  and  children-*nay,  all  ages  and  fexei- 
have  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  aavage  cruelties  snd  violeno 
The  scalping-knife  and  tomahawk  have  streamed  vii 
tbe  blood  of  innocence;  hundreds  were  now  ciid 
mourning,  and  the  heart  of  many  a  fond  parent  idmc  I 
bleed  for  the  loss  of  some  near  and  dearest  relative}  ii 
yet  an  attempt  is  made  to  elicit  our  feelings  snd  syop 
thies  in  behalf  of  the  actora  of  these  scenes,  snd  the  p( 
icy  pursued  towards  tbero  by  tbe  SUte  and  Nation 
Qovernmenta  openly  condemned.  This  (said  Mr.  » 
was  but  a  faint  and  imperfect  aketch  of  the  efftcti  ot  t 
war;  and,  though  we  may  not  have  it  in  our  power 
trace  the  cause  to  its  true  origin,  though  it  my J*"? 
shrouded  in  darkness  and  obscurity,  atill  (tt«d  Mr-  ^ 
the  bloody  and  awful  consequences  resulting  frpnt 
will  no  doubt  furnish  a  fruitful  theme  for  some  lu  o 
historian,  but  in  whom,  he  prayed,  there  would  not  i 
found  (as  here)  any  sympathy  for  the  P«fP«'r*If"J 
such  deeds  of  barbarity  and  cruelty.  He  hoped  the  " 
tion  to  recommit  would  be  rejected,  and  tbe  bill  >pc^ 
ly  passed.  .  ,.  _ 

Mr.  LEWIS  said  he  rose  in  a  state  of  «^'^  .*f  ,7. 
sition  and  suffering,  under  which  he  had  bibored  tor  u 
Isst  two  daya,  to  proleat  againat  the  common  C17 
frauds,  frauds,  which  resounds  from  so  many  qu»r^ 
of  this  House  whenever  an  appropriation  ••••*'°  LJ 
preaa  the  hostilities  or  to  effect  tbe  removal  of  tbcon^ 
Indians.    He  aaid  it  was  most  strange  that  tl>«^^.'?!d 


again  be  heard,  on  thia  occaaion,  when  a  <f^J^ 
portion  uf  the  appropriation  asked  was,  in  U^  ^  ^ 
purpose  of  the  investigation  of  tbe  very  ft«o°*  ^^j 
which  gentlemen  so  bitterly  complsined.  ""*  j  ||, 
suppose  that,  if  such  a  holy  horror  of  fraud  »«*."":",, 


House,  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  P*^'|^  r^nu 
priation;  that  every  means  would  be  adopted  ^^'  ^|,g 
the  investigation  which  ia  now  going  on;  and  *f!'jj.  .j  „„! 
orous  indignation  of  gentlemen  would  be  *'*  ugj*< 
they  received  the  report  of  the  commiasionera  c 

with  the  investigation.  rr-*.!^  weP 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  I^,)  if  these  •ccusstions  of  frw°^  ^^ 
or  could  be,  confined  to  the  miserable  V^^V^  ^  ^qT 
had  engaged  in  them,  he  certainly  would  ^^'^^  aye 
in  their  vindication,  or  attempt,  in  any  °'*'*'*^!Ueflitoi 
from  tbcm  tbe  withering  bknt  of  pnbl*  repm*^-^ 
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He  bad  00  syropitbies  in  common  with  tbem,  whether 
titey  were  or  were  not  hie  constituentii  but  he  asked 
wbetber  the  tctsof  a  bend  of  lawless  iwindleri»  he  would 
lot  call  them  speculator!,  should  draw  down  the  indis- 
criminate denuociationa  of  the  House  upon  the  great 
nm  of  respectable  settlers  who  reside  in  that  portion  of 
Alabama?  Are  these  frauds  to  be  a  standing  reproach 
to  the  entire  community?  Are  these  settlers,  who»  if 
geotlemcB  sre  right  in  supposing  the  Iste  Creek  war  to 
lu?e  been  produced  by  the  frauda  practised  on  the  In- 
dians, are  tbey  to  be  deprived  of  all  sympathy  for  their 
loues  aod  sufferings^  and  even  their  just  claims  on  this 
GorennDeat  to  be  prejudiced  and  drowned  in  such  vo- 
cjferatiooa  of  fraud  ?    He  trusted  not. 

S>r,  (laid  Mr.  L.,)  it  will  be  recollected  that  the  first 
eonplatnt  that  was  heard  on  this  floor  against  the  very 
fnsdi  of  vbich  gentlemen  speak  was  from  the  people 
of  tbat  portion  of  Alabama  and  the  adjoining  portions 
of  Georgia.  Yes^  sir,  from  a  very  large  and  respectable 
portioo  of  the  settlers^  who  were  in  the  immediate  vicin- 
ity of  these  outrages  upon  Isw  and  honesty.  Sir,  it  was 
tbcfe  people  who  first  demanded  the  investigation  which 
is  now  going  on.  The  Houie  could  not  fau  to  remem- 
ber the  argent  petition  which  he  (Mr.  L.)  presented  at 
I  hte  period  of  the  last  session,  coming  from  so  Urge  a 
waber  of  these  people,  charging  the  existence  of  these 
^nad%  and  demanding  the  most  prompt  and  thorough 
inveitigation.  What  stronger  proof  do  gentlemen  want 
to  convince  them  that,  if  such  frauds  have  been  prac- 
^  in  that  section  of  country,  they  are  nowhere  visited 
vitb  more  unqualified  condemnation  and  indignation, 
^  by  the  very  people  among  whom,  and  in  outrage  of 
Uie  feelings  of  whom^  they  were  perpetrated. 

Nor  moat  gentlemen  think  that,  because  these  frauds 
*ere  committed  in  Alabama,  tbey  were  therefore  com- 
ntted  wholly  by  Alabaroians.  Sir,  it  is  like  all  other 
^  of  Iraiids  in  the  purchase  of  Indian  reservations^ 
HM  wherever  Indian  reservations  have  been  purchased, 
the  fraudulent,  not  only  from  the  adjoining  but  from 
BwediitsntSUtes,  have  flocked  together,  and  formed 
<^(Dpanie8  to  engage  in  the  common  work  of  cheating 
i^  Indian.  If  |  were  asked,  in  the  absence  of  a  report 
M  tbia  subject  from  the  commissioners,  if  frauds  existed, 
I  vouJd  answer  aflirmatively«  if  inquired  of  as  to  the  the- 
<^of  these  feauds,  I  would  say  in  the  Creek  country 
oiAUbsniat  if  queationed  as  to  the  individuals  by  whom 
|h<K  frauds  were  committed,  to  what  SUte  they  belong, 
1  voald  ay,  not  to  any  one  SUte,  but  possibly  to  all  of 
jbem-^  the  United  SUtes.  Many  of  the  individuals  be- 
""S'og  to  these  companies,  and  among  them  probably 
^oott  QDicnipuloaB,  because  the  least  known,  doubt- 
^^id  not  then,  nor  do  they  now,  live  in  the  State  of 
^'^'o>*  Gentlemen,  therefore,  in  denouncing  the  au- 
>«oi^of  this  general  system  and  barveat  of  fraud,  may, 
^^mt  mstaoces,  denounce  tlieir  own  constituents  as 
*  .  as  nine;  but,  in  §o  doing,  they  give  a  location  to 
^*ir  censure  which,  1  have  no  doubt,  will  be  found  to 
^  ^  unjuit  to  the  people  of  that  portion  of  Alabama. 
^^t  fir,  if  the  facta  are  ever  fully  reported  to  ^the 
^oiry.  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  be  found  that  Alabama 

^, borne  more  than  her  due  portion  of  censure  on  this 

^ject. 

I  trust,  however,  nr,  that  in  future  discussions  on  our 
i&atanaifAir^  there  will  be  less  of  this  random  assertion 
IPJ^  frauds  th»t  gentlemen  will  withhold  their  fur- 
^  ({enunciation  until  they  shall  see  the  report  of  the 
^vuftODert  on  this  subject;  and  1  hope  that  this  report 

'U  be  received  before  the  close  of  this  session.  I  also 
°^  that,  when  that  report  is  received,  it  will  be  found 
?^^  Publ  c  rumor  has  magnified  the  extent,  if  it  has  not 
<>s  heinous  character,  of  these  frauds;  and  that  the  In- 


^Q 


y^r  grew  out  of  causes  of  a  more  general  character; 


^^^  of  the  Seminole  war,  which  was  then  raging,  and 
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the  reparts  of  which  were  daily  reaching  the  Creeks;  for 
it  is  a  fact  well  known,  that  the  Creek  war  commenced 
at  that  very  point  in  the  nation  from  which  the  Semlnolea 
mostly  sprung;  at  a  point  the  most  contiguous  to  the 
Seminoles,  and  among  that  portion  of  the  Creeks  most 
nearly  allied  to,  and  having  the  most  sympathy  with,  the 
Seminoles* 

Be  these  suggestions,  however,  as  tbey  may,  Mr. 
Speaker,  as  no  member  has  taken  a  more  decided  course 
than  myself  in  urging  the  investigations  which  are  going 
on  into  these  frauds,  so  no  member  will  be  more  grati- 
fied at  the  disclosuresthey  may  produce.  If  of  innocence, 
they  will  remove  unjust  suspicion  and  censuse;  if  of 
guilt,  they  will  give  a  just  direction  to  public  detestation 
and  scorn.  In  these  sentiments  I  know  that  I  am  sus- 
tained by  more  than  nineteen  twentieths  of  the  people 
most  contiguous  to  the  scene  of  these  alleged  frauds; 
and  if  there  is  a  stronger  or  deeper  deteststion  of  these 
frauds  and  their  authors  in  one  part  of  the  country  than 
in  another,  it  is  in  the  immediate  vicinity  where  they 
bsve  been  perpetrated. 

Under  these  convictions^  Mr.  L.  concluded  by  saying 
that  he  had  felt  himself  authorized  to  reprobste  the 
loose  and  indiscriminate  manner  in  which  frauds  had 
been  imputed  to  the  people  in  that  section  of  Alabama. 
As  the  representative  of  that  people,  he  had  gone  as  far 
as  any  gentleman  on  this  floor  in  the  investigation  of 
these  frauds.  He  was  but  carrying  out  the  will  of  those 
he  represented;- and  hsd  he  pursued  a  different  course, 
upon  a  point  so  immediately  involving  the  honor  of  his 
constituents,  their  indignant  reprobation  would,  as  it 
ought,  instantly  put  him  down. 

Mr.  HAYNES  thought  this  discussion  premature.  If 
the  conduct  of  Georgia  was  before  the  House,  he  would 
willingly  contribute  his  mite  in  her  defence;  but,  if  not, 
he  hoped  the  discussion  would  be  confined  to  the  only 
subject  properly  under  consideration. 

Mr.  PARKER  said  a  few  words  in  support  of  his  mo« 
tion,  and  asked  for  the  yeaa  and  nays  thereon,  but  the 
House  refused  to  order  them,  and  the  motion  was  dis- 
agreed to  without  a  division,  and  the  amendments  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  were  all  severally  concurred  in. 

Mr.  WILX.IAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  submitted  an  ad- 
ditional section,  providing  that  no  Indian  should  hereaf- 
ter be  removed,  by  contract,  from  the  east  to  the  west 
side  of  the  Mississippi. 

After  a  few  words  from  Messrs.  WILLIAMS  and 
HAYNES, 

Mr.  McKIM  demanded  the  previous  question;  which 
was  seconded;  and  the  main  question,  being  ordered,  on 
the  engrossment  of  the  bill,  was  put,  and  carried  without 
a  division. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  to-roorrow. 

ARMY  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Casxt  in  the  chair,)  on  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  army  for 
the  year  1837. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  snd  Means,  reported  a  series  of 
amendments  making  appropriations  for  certain  items  in 
the. ordnance  depsrtment,  &c.;  which  were  agreed  to. 
And,  no  other  amendment  having  been  offered,  the 
bill  was  laid  aside. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  asked  the  committee,  at  this 
time,  to  take  up  and  consider  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  certsin  fortifications  for  the  year  1837; 
which  was  refused. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  committee 
then  rose,  and  reported  the  army  bill  to  the  House. 
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The  Houfe  concurred  with  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  in  the  Amendments  thereto  mtde,  tnd  the  bill 
WIS  ordered  to  be  engroifted  for  a  third  reading  to-mor- 
row. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  to  lUfpend  the  rule,  to 
go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  in  relation 
to  suflerers  by  fire  in  the  city  of  New  Yorki  which  mo- 
tion WM  rejected. 

Several  similar  motions  were  offered,  and  rejected. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  that  the  House  adjourn, 
but  withdrew  the  motion  at  the  request  of  the  Speaker, 
who  presented  several  executive  oororounicttions. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

TuUmSDAT,    FXBUnART  2. 

ANDREW  KNOX. 

Among  the  morning  business, 

Mr.  HARRISON,  of  Missouri,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands,  reported  Senate  bill,  without  amend- 
ment, for  the  relief  of  Andrew  Knoz,  of  Miuissippi; 
which  he  moved  to  be  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  opposed  to  the 
motion,  since  it  presented  no  claim  for  taking  prece- 
dence over  other  land  claims  of  a  similar  character.  He 
moved  to  refer  it  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  HARRISON  ststed  that  the  case  of  the  applicant 
was  a  very  hard  one,  and  without  precedent  with  any 
other  then  before  the  House.  Mr.  H.  made  a  brief 
statement  of  the  claim,  and  the  circumstances  giving 
rise  to  it,  and  hoped  the  bill  would  not  be  committed. 

Afterafew  word<(  further  from  Messrs.  CHAMBERS, 
HUNTSMAN,  BOON,  E.  WHITTLESEY^,  GHOLSON, 
and  CLAIBORNE  of  Misaissippi,  the  motion  of  Mr. 
CHAXBsms  wan  disa^freed  to. 

Mr.  HUNTSMAN  moved  to  commit  it  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Private  Land  Claims.     I«ost. 

[The  following  is  the  substance  of  this  claim:  The 
surveyor  employed  to  survey  this  township  contrived 
to  throw  the  sizteenih  section  upon  the  settlement  of 
the  claimant,  who  was  entitled  to  pre-emption,  instead 
of  throwing  it  in  the  centre  by  commencing  at  the  north- 
east corner,  becauae  the  settler  refused  to  give  him  f  500. 
That  was  the  allegation;  but  the  fact  waa  in  evidence 
that,  either  through  contrivance  or  ignorance,  the  sur- 
Tcyor  did  not  commence  at  the  proper  point,  and  the 
school  section  was  thrown  into  one  corner.] 

The  question  recurring  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a  third 
reading, 

Mr.  ADAMS  contended  that,  inasmuch  as  the  bill  in- 
volved the  subject  of  pre-emption,  and  referred  also  to 
the  school  section,  or  public  land  and  public  property, 
it  ought  to  be  committed.  He  therefore  moved  its  ref- 
erence to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Mr.  MERCER  replied  by  remarking  that  the  public 
features  of  the  bill  grew  out  of  the  nature  of  the  pri- 
vate clsini,  and  were  not  perse  of  a  public  nature. 

Mr.  HARRISON,  of  Missouri,  also  remarked  that  the 
bill  provided  for  nothing  more  than  a  change  of  the 
claimant's  claim. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  of  Kentucky,  was  perfectly  satis- 
fied of  the  jubtice  of  the  claim,  from  the  explanation  he 
had  heard,  and  thought  the  bill  should  pass  instanter. 
The  claimant  had  been  deprived  of  his  right  because  he 
refused  to  give  a  bribe  to  the  surveyor. 

Mr.  ADAMS  contended  that  they  ought  not  to  give 
away  their  public  property  because  a  man  had  been  de- 
prived of  hia  rights  through  the  roguery  of  a  public  offi- 
cer, at  least  not  without  a  fuller  examination  if  the  alle- 
gation were  true.  The  title  to  the  bill  was  not  the 
proper  one.  It  purported  to  be  a  private  bill,  whereas* 
be  maiotained,  it  waa  clearly  a  public  one. 


Mr.  BOON  remarked  that  this  bill  was  not  preaented 
in  the  character  of  a  claim,  for  the  individual  benefited 
by  it  only  asked  for  that  justice  to  which  be  was  en- 
titled without  coming  there,  and  of  which  he  had  been 
deprived  by  the  contrivance  before  referred  to. 

Mr.  KENNON  aaid  the  Senate  had  three  times  pasaed 
this  bill,  and  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  had 
unanimously  recommended  its  passage.  Moreover, 
every  one  Interested  in  it,  all  the  inhabitanta  of  the 
townahip,  and  those  charged  with  the  trust  of  the  school 
section,  were  all  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  CARR  bore  testimony  to  the  fact  of  the  township 
having  been  improperly  numbered,  the  school  aection 
having  been  thrown  in  the  northeastern  corneri  for,  not 
satisfied  with  the  petitioner's  statement  alone*  Mr.  C. 
went  himself  to  the  land  office,  and  examined  the  plat. 
The  case  he  also  described  to  be  a  very  hard  one. 

The  motion  to  commit  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  was  then  put,  and  disagreed  to{  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  now,  and  it  was  then 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

INDIAN. APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  asked  the  consent  of  the  House 
at  this  time  to  take  up,  on  their  final  pasaage,  the  two 
engrossed  bills  making  appropriations  for  the  current 
expenses,  &c.  of  the  Indian  department,  and  for  the 
support  of  the  army,  for  the  year  1837. 

Mr.  BOYD  Inquired,  if  the  House  passed  to  the  or- 
der of  the  day,  what  would  be  the  business  firat  in  or- 
der. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  message  heretofore  trans- 
mitted by  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  relation 
to  Texas. 

Mr.  BOTD  said  he  should  then  object  to  the  motion 
of  Mr.  CAxaaxLxiro. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  then  moved  to  suspend  the  rule 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  two  engrossed  bills 
making  appropriations  for  the  Indian  and  military  service, 
and  also  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  to  the  considera- 
ation  of  the  other  appropriation  bills,  namely,  the  forti- 
fication bill,  the  navy  bill,  the  civil  list  bill,  the  road 
bill,  the  West  Point  Academy  bill,  and  the  hsrbor  bill^ 
and  of  making  the  same  the  order  of  the  day  for  this 
day,  and  each  succeeding  day,  except  Fridays  and 
Saturdays,  at  half  past  12  o'clock,  until  disposed  of. 

Mr.  BOYD  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  He  wished  to  in- 
quire whether  the  gentleman  from  New  York  had  the 
right  to  cut  off  a  subject  which  was  first  in  the  order  of 
business  at  this  time. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was  in  order  for  a  member  to 
move  to  suspend  the  rule.  If  the  House  refused  to  sus- 
pend, the  Chair  would  announce  the  regular  order  of 
business^  and,  when  the  annunciation  was  made,  the  g^en- 
tieman  from  Kentucky  would  be  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  BOYD  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion 
to  suspend  the  rule. 

A  great  variety  of  motions  were  made  to  amend  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Camb&xlkito,  by  the  addition  of  oihei 
bills.  Several  of  the  said  motions  were  rejected,  and 
others  were  pending,  when 

Mr.  OWENS  moved  the  previous  question. 

And  the  House  seconded  the  call:  Yeas  75,  nays  71. 

So  there  was  a  second. 

And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now  put ; 
Yeas  77t  nays  60. 

The  House  ordered  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  matin 
question. 

And  the  main  queation,  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr 
Cambbblxho  to  suspend  the  rule  to  proceed  to  the  con 
sideration  of  the  bills  enumerated  in  his  motion,  wai 
taken,  and  decided  in  the  negative:  Yeas  113,  nays 74. 

So  the  House  refused  to  suspend  the  rule. 
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Oo  motloQ  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  House»  by 
geMnl  consent,  took  up,  on  their  final  passage,  the  en- 
groised  bilb  before  mentioned. 

The  bill  making  appropriationa  for  the  support  of  the 
mj  for  the  year  1837  was  read  a  third  time  and 
pined. 

The  bin  making  appropriationa  for  the  current  ex- 
penses of  the  Indian  department,  &c.,  having  been 
reid  a  third  time,  and  the  question  being  on  iU  final  pas- 
age-  "  ^ 

Mr.  GRENNELL  aaid  he  had  not  intended  to  address 
the  House  on  this  bill.  He  knew  it  would  pass.  But, 
since  the  rejection  of  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gen- 
Ueraan  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Wi lmams,]  he  had, 
on  refleclion,  deemed  it  to  be  his  duty  to  vote  against  the 
bill,  and  for  reasons  which  he  would  briefly  state.  It 
proTidei  for  the  removal  of  several  tribes  of  Indians  to  the 
distant  West;  and,  in  order  to  prevent  great  public  evil, 
(be  unendment  proposed  that  no  Indian  should  hereafker 
be  removed  from  the  east  to  the  weat  side  of  the  Missis- 
sppi  by  contract.  If  (said  Mr.  G.)  thia  provision  had 
been  idopted,  forbidding  the  removal  of  banda  by  bar- 
gains  wilh  individuals  for  a  stipaUted  sum  per  head,  and 
itverenttde  the  duty  of  the  Executive  to  effect  it  by 
officers  of  the  Government,  whose  gains  should  neither 
be  loeressed  nor  diminished  by  the  service  or  the  man- 
w  of  Its  performance,  the  bill  would  be  less  objeclion- 

This  bill  (said  Mr.  G.)  does  not  specify  the  manner 
Mf  the  terms  on  which  this  great  opemtion  ia  to  be  per- 
ftrned.  But  we  know  what  has  been  the  course  of  the 
GoTernment  in  the  recent  removal  of  large  bands  of  the 
Cfetk  Dttbn,  and  a  different  process  and  different  terms 
MJ  not  to  be  expected,  unless  prescribed  by  Congress. 
ibc  present  appropriation  had  been  based  upon  esti- 
Mtes  from  the  Department,  for  the  removal  of  Indians 

•  "^n!;*!?^^  ®"  ^^^'^'  paM»ffe,  by  contract,  at  the 
pnce  $28  50  per  head.  Such  had  been,  and  was  still  to 
M.  the  fystem  of  removal.  He  desired  a  change  of  that 
wstem.  In  this  great  process  of  Indian  emigration,  the 
mt  and  honor  of  the  nation  were  involved.  The 
inbei  named  in  the  bill,  he  knew,  were  to  go  from  their 
jsaent  inheritance,  the  homes  and  graves  of  their  fore- 
rubers.  This  was  settled.  A  large  portion  of  the  Creeks 
tod  aJresdy  been  transferred  to  their  western  abode,  and 
uie  remnant  of  that  tribe  were  soon  to  follow.  Of  the 
e«>gfaied  party,  some  had  been  in  arma  against  us. 
TUose remaining  arc  in  alliance  with  us,  and,  in  conjunc 
joa  with  oar  army,  are  hunting  a  handful  of  Seminoles 
wough  the  hammocks  and  everglades  of  East  Flori- 
tt.  About  5,000  in  number,  this  bsnd  of  Creeks  is  to 
iJB  removed  under  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  in 
«»  iwnncr  their  brethren  have  been.  Mr.  G.  said 
^  did  not  claim  that  a  distinction  should  be  made 
Wveen  one  tribe  and  another,  or  one  portion  of  a  tribe 
m  another.  Nor  was  it  with  any  reference  to  the 
prertousconduct  or  relations  of  the  tribes  towards  our 
ciiiiens  that  he  urged  a  change  in  the  system  of  Indian 
reoonta.  He  insisted  that  these  should  be  effected  in  a 
J»oner  just  and  merciful;  and  the  Government  was 
^nd  lo  do  this  by  every  principle  which  should  char- 
•^'zc  t  civilixed  and  Christian  people. 

The  mode  of  removal  bv  contract,  if  liable  to  abuse, 
•anworihy  of  a  people  of  our  character  and  resources, 
■*»  would  never  be  adopted  from  any  notion  of  econo- 
■7;tndthat  it  is  so  liable  must  be  obvious  from  the 
^errsitureof  the  system.  You  bargain  with  individuals 
^inosport  and  subsist,  on  the  long  passage,  bands  of 
ft/'f***  ^°'  *  specified  sum  per  head,  for  each  member 
^K  bmily  or  tribe.  And  what  is  to  be  expected  of  the 
aoinctot?  What  are  his  temptations?  The  more 
r^V^r  he  can  support  them,  and  the  shorter  the 
J^«y>  tbe  greater  will  be  his  profits.    Is  it  not  to  be 


feared,  then,  that  these  contractors  will  hasten  the  pas- 
sage, and  limit  its  eipenses,  to  the  wrong  and  suffering 
of  the  Indians,  men,  women,  and  children,  committed  to 
their  charge?  It  is  their  removal  which  the  Government 
demands;  that  accomplished,  it  takea  no  further  thought 
for  them;  they  will  be  given  over  to  the  tender  mercies  of 
the  contractors.  These  consequences  are  to  be  appre- 
hended from  the  character  of  the  present  scheme  of  In- 
dian removals. 

But  (said  Mr.  G.)  we  have  information  on  this  topic, 
and  are  not  left  to  conjectures,  to  vague  apprehensions, 
nor  to  any  deductions  drawn  from  the  love  of  gain  so 
common  among  men.  We  have  such  information  at 
ahould  at  least  put  us  on  our  guard,  and  admonish  us 
against  a  plan  of  Indian  emigration  so  liable  to  abuse,  so 
fruitful  of  evil  He  referred  to  an  account,  given  in 
a  letter  published  in  an  Arkansaa  paper,  which  was  read 
yesterday,  of  the  condition  of  an  emigrating  party  of 
Creeks,  on  their  way  to  their  allotted  territory  in  tho 
West.  It  had  very  properly  been  brought  to  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  by  the  gentleman  from  Vermont, 
[Mr.  EvamxTT.]  None  could  bear,  without  emotion, 
its -shocking  details  of  the  helpless  and  hopeless  suff*er- 
ings  of  those  Indians.  Their  journey  was  in  a  cold  and 
inclement  seaaon.  Multitudes,  it  is  said,  were  destitute 
of  comfortable  clothing,  barefooted,  and  in  rags;  num- 
bers pining  with  sickness,  or  dying  on  the  road;  while 
the  sad  procession,  men,  women,  and  children,  were 
burried  forward  by  their  contractor-masters  with  unfeel- 
ing severity  and  speed. 

Now,  air,  these  things  come  to  us  from  the  very  scene 
of  the  transaction.  Ttiere  is  no  apparent  motive  to  falaify 
in  the  story.  False  statementa  would  easily  be  detect- 
ed. Our  own  citizens  give  us  the  heart-chilling  narra- 
tive, and  it  atands  uncontradicted;  and  I  am  led  to  be- 
lieve not  half  the  tale  of  wrong  and  Buffering  baa  been 
told;  for  Indians  have  poor  means  to  make  known  their 
griefs.  They  have  no  newspaper  preas  to  proclaim 
them  to  the  world,  and  few  friends  fearless  enough  to 
speak  for  them  to  the  Government  and  the  country. 
Otherwise,  we  might  bear  of  them  still  sadder  tales  of 
wo.  If  the  Government  can  suffer  them  no  longer  to 
remain  within  the  limits  of  the  States,  it  is  bound  to  re- 
move them  in  the  most  humane  manner,  and  to  provide 
guards  against  all  abuse  of  the  removing  power.  There 
should  be  left  no  temptation  to  the  removing  agents  to 
withold  proper  supplies,  or  to  hasten  the  progress  of  ihe 
bands,  regardless  of  comforts,  health  and  life.  And 
here  was  the  place  to  secure  to  them  the  last  officea  of 
mercy  and  justice,  in  their  reluctant  departure  from 
their  ancient  homes.  On  Congress,  not  the  Executive, 
should  devolve  this  protecting  power.  I  have  aaggest- 
ed  the) course  fittest,  in  my  judf^ment,  to  be  pursued. 
Responsible  officers,  civil  or  military,  ahould  have  the 
charge  of  this  difficult  and  delicate  operation;  and  we 
may  have  good  assurance  of  their  fidelity.  Emigrating 
Indians  who  have  complained  of  the  aeverity  of  con- 
tractors have  spoken  well  of  officers  of  the  army,  disin- 
terested as  they  were  in  the  results  of  the  meaaure  of  re- 
moval. It  might  cost  the  Government  more  lo  remove  by 
its  own  officers  than  by  the  intervention  of  contractors; 
and  I  think  it  ought  to  cost  more  than  had  been  paid  to 
the  latter.  The  expense  is  quite  a  minor  aff*air.  It  is 
impossible,  under  such  contracts,  to  avoid  imposition. 
The  best  men  cannot  always  be  found  to  perform  this 
service,  and  those  who  are  determined  to  make  a  profit- 
able job,  at  any  sacrifice  to  the  emigrating  aavage,  would 
offer  to  contract  for  less  than  the  juat  and  humane  man. 
This  is  the  common  course  of  things,  attested  by  all  ob- 
servation and  experience;  and  hence  the  necessity  of  a 
change  on  the  ground  of  humanity. 

But  there  are  in  this  matter  considerations  of  pub- 
lic policy  that  cannot  be  disregarded.     We  are  remo- 
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vlng  the  tribes  From  the  east^  to  a  country  far  west  of  the 
Mississippi,  ind  we  plice  them  in  one  great  community 
of  savages.  Some  go  by  direct  coercion,  and  some  in 
fetters;  and  perhaps  this  severity  cannot  be  avoided,  if 
the  policy  of  the  Government  is  to  be  carried  out.  They 
will  be  a  fierce  and  and  powerful  race.  Their  removal, 
then,  should  be  effected  in  a  manner  to  leave  in  their 
mind  and  memory  as  few  causes  of  irritation  as  possible. 
They  will  not  diacriminate  between  the  injuries  inflicted 
by  acta  of  the  Government  and  those  proceeding  from 
an  abuse  of  power  in  the  hands  of  its  agents,  but  will 
Uy  up  the  wrongs  endured  from  either.  And  who  that 
considers  the  instinct  of  savage  passion  can  doubt  that, 
on  the  slightest  occasion,  the  treasured  resentment  for 
a  thousand  wrongs  will  burst  forth  in  war  and  massacre 
upon  our  defenceless  settlements? 

It  has  been  urged,  in  the  course  of  the  debate  on  this 
bill,  that  the  Creeks,  by  making  war  on  our  citizens,  had 
forfeited  all  benefits  secured  to  them  under  the  treaty. 
Sir,  we  are  now  discussing  the  claims  of  humanity,  of 
enlightened  policy  in  reference  to  Indian  tribes.  These 
always  hold  fSOK}^^  with  or  without  treaties.  Th?s  Creek 
treaty  secur^  reservations  of  land  to  ninety  principal 
chiefs  and  each  bead  of  a  Creek  family — vsluable  pro- 
visions to  them,  as  w&s  supposed.  But  it  would  seem 
that  these  benefits,  to  a  great  extent,  have  been  wrested 
from  them,  through  every  variety  of  fraud  and  circum- 
vention, by  white  men,  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
yf%T  ensued.  It  has  been  denied  that  these  frauds  pro- 
duced it{  nay,  their  existence  was  once  questioned. 
But  the  dreadful  hostility  is  to  be  traced  to  these  wrongs, 
as  its  primary  and  principal  cause.  Such  is  now  the 
general  admission.  And,  it  is  true,  it  was  marked  with 
all  the  atrocities  incident  to  a  savage  conflict — plunder, 
burning,  and  carnage.  In  view  of  these  facts,  gentle- 
men have  aaked  if  all  our  feelings  of  compassion  are 
reserved  for  the  suflTering  Indians,  and  if  we  have  none 
for  Buffering  whites.  As  if  a  just  concern  for  a  tribe 
of  Indians,  men,  women,  and  cnildren,  in  their  final  pas- 
sage to  their  new  domain,  was  incompatible  with  a  kind 
protective  sympathy  and  care  for  those  unfortunate  fam- 
ilies of  our  citizens  who  have  fled  or  fallen  before  the 
tomahawk  snd  knife  of  the  savage. 

Sir,  this  Creek  nation  are  subdued,  have  submitted; 
they  are  at  our  mercy;  and  I  frankly  and  strenuously 
maintain  that,  notwithstanding  their  recent  hostility  and 
outrage,  this  Government  owes  it  to  its  own  character, 
and  to  the  soundest  policy,  to  remove  them  to  their 
Western  territory  in  a  peaceful  and  humane  manner, 
and  not  in  a  spirit  of  vengeance.  Sympathy  for  the  suf- 
ferers by  Indian  warfare!  Who  does  not  feel  it?  For 
myself,  I  aver  that  every  page  in  the  early  history  of  my 
native  State,  and  especially  of  that  part  of  it  from  which 
I  come,  has  taught  me  lessons  of  sorrow  and  sympathy 
for  the  victims  of  savage  hostility  that  can  never  be  ef- 
faced from  my  heart.  But  I  cannot  suffer  such  emo- 
tions to  mislead  my  judgment  on  a  grave  question  of 
legislation  between  us  and  these  tribes.  Nor  would  I 
deal  with  them  as  we  might  justly  do  with  a  civilized 
nation  which,  in  contempt  of  treaties,  had  made  war 
upon  us.  This  Creek  war  on  their  part  was  without 
justifiable  cause.  But,  I  ask,  did  this  Government,  or 
any  department  of  it,  take  care  that  the  nation  should 
have  the  full  benefit  of  the  reservations  of  land  secured 
by  the  treaty  >  Is  this  Government  wholly  clear  in  this 
matter?  Did  we,  in  the  true  spirit  and  design  of  the 
treaty,  fultil  it  on  our  part?  Was  our  conduct  towards 
them  in  this  matter  perfectly  guardian  and  paternal? 
And  shall  we  take  advantage  of  their  infraction  of  the 
treaty  for  auch  cause  and  under  such  wrong,  and  make 
it  the  ground  and  occasion,  not  only  of  denying  to  them 
all  ita  provisions,  but  of  a  violent  and  forcible  removal, 
or  expulsion  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet?    True,  their 


cause    should    have   been    laid   before  this  Govern- 
ment, and  the  Executive  would,  or  should,  have  taken 
inatant  measures  to  redress  them,  to  do  them  juitice, 
and  to  detect  and  expose  the  men,  high  or  lev,  who 
had  defrauded  them.     We  are,  however,  to  eon^der 
that  the  Indians  kvow  nothing  of  the  science  of  diploiri* 
cy.     They  mistake  their  remedies.     They  bate  no 
agent,  of  their  race,  near  this  Government,  to  mikc 
known  their  grievances,  to  remonstrate  against  oppro- 
sion,  injustice,  and  outrage,  committed  by  its  citizeni; 
no  pres4  to  speak  for  them  to  the  world.    Goaded,  dis* 
appointed,  and  defrauded,  in  a  matter  of  property,  ibe; 
know  not  how  to  claim  right  and  justice  of  tha  diittnt 
Government,  nor  to  institute  the  slow  process  of  nego- 
tiation; but  they  think  only  of  revenge.    Nor  are  they 
careful  to  seek  out  the  individual  perpetrator!  of  the 
wrong,  bu^,  with  sudden  fury,  fall  upon  the  race  to 
which  their  oppressors  belong,  and  indiscriminate  ven* 
geance  is  the  consequence. 

On  account  of  the  war,  then,  so  waged  by  these  ob* 
taught  savages— children  of  Nature — gentlemen  arc  to 
regard  all  the  privileges  solemnly  guarantied  tn  thetn 
by  treaty  as  forfeited;  and  not  only  so,  it  seems  to  be 
thought  good  enough  for  them  to  be  dragged  to  the 
West  in  any  way  a  body  of  contractors  may  think  most 
easy  and  profitable.    Certainly  the  subject  has  been  dis- 
cussed as  if  the  removal  was,  and  ought  to  be,  a  war  op- 
eration.    And  if  severity  and  auffering  ensued,  it  wai 
no  more  than  the  Indians  deserved  for  their  barbarit«es. 
The  crime  and  cruelties  of  a  few  warriors  arc  to  forfeit 
the  kindly  regards  of  our  nature  for  the  feeble,  the 
helpless,  and  innocent  beings  of  the  tribe.    No,  vj^ 
suffering  and  helplessness  and  innocence  here  give  no 
occasion  for  sympathy!     I  cannot  entertain  these  viewi 
or  feelings,  but  I  have  a  deep  conviction  that  we  owe  it 
to  public  peace  and  policy,  to  ourselves  as  an  enlight- 
ened, powerful,  and  Christian  nation,  transacting  with 
feeble,  ignorant,  and  degraded  tribes  of  men,  to  exer- 
cise mercy  in  this  last  act  of  putting  them  away  from  ui 
forever. 

Mr.  ALFOUD  asked  the  indulgence  of  the  House  tc 
give  his  views  in  relation  to  this  subject  of  the  remove 
of  the  Indians,  which  seemed  to  him  to  have  elicited  ir 
this  House  a  sort  of  sickly  sympathy,  lie  came  here  at 
an  opponent  to  the  present  administration,  but  he  fej' 
constrained  to  support  the  policy  of  the  Government  ii 
this  one  of  its  most  important  measures — of  removini 
the  Indians. 

He  knew  something  of  the  Creek  Indians;  he  can 
from  the  frontier,  and  he  knew  well  how  their  suffti 
ings  had  been  brought  upon  them.  He  bad  held  thes 
Indians  as  prisoners  under  his  own  immediate  cliarg< 
but  he  had  had  no  part  either  In  their  removal  or  in  th 
speculations  which  had  been  made.  But  he  was  we 
acquainted  with  their  circumstances  and  their  suffering 
from  his  own  observation. 

These  poor  Indians,  as  they  wtr^  termed,  were  be 
ter,  or  fully  as  well,  clad  as  any  Indies  in  Washirgtc 
city.  They  had  invaded  the  frontier  of  Georgia,  mu 
dered  our  women  and  our  children,  and  clothed  thei 
selves  in  the  muslins  and  the  fine  linen  reacued  from  tl 
burning  ruins  of  Roanoke.  When  be  heard  these  a 
peals  made  on  this  floor,  his  mind  reverted  to  his  oi 
people,  who  deserved  the  sympathy  of  the  House  mo 
than  the  savage  Indian.  What  were  the  facts  to  susti 
these  charges  of  inhumanity  on  the  part  of  the  contra 
ors?  A  letter  from  the  West.  By  whom  written?  G 
only  knew.  Who  vouched  for  the  truth?  It  was  taV 
for  granted. 

Blr.  A.  replied  to  the  remarks  which  had  been  au 
by  several  gentlemen  in  relation  to  the  speculations 
the  Creek  nation.  The  people  of  Georgia  and  Alaba 
had  undoubtedly  participated  in  these  speculations, 
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eoomion  with  the  people  of  til  the  States  of  the  Union, 
foftrts  bis  knowledge  went.  But  the  fault  lay  in  the 
treity  itself,  tbst  opened  the  door  to  these  false  specu- 
ktions.  Ttie  sin  of  these  speculations  ought  not  to  be 
risited  on  the  Georgians  and  Alabamians  alone.  Mr. 
A.  entered  into  details  in  relation  to  the  Creek  war, 
tnd  the  causes  which  he  considered  brought  it  about. 
He  contended  that  the  Indian  was  the  aggressor;  that 
the  tomahawk  was  first  raised  by  him  against  the  white 
nun,  ind  not  by  the  white  man  against  him.  He  be- 
liered,  hovever,  that  these  land  stealers  had  been  in- 
itnimentil  in  bringing  on  the  war,  and  they  consisted  of 
eitizens  of  every  State  in  the  Union.  The  Government 
oaghtsoto  have  projected  the  treaty  that  these  frauds 
could  not  have  crept  in.  The  President  should  have 
arried  out  tbst  part  of  his  policy  which  rejected  Indian 
Riemtions.  As  to  the  removal  of  the  Indians,  he 
tboogbt  they  ought  to  be  removed,  and  he  thought  that 
the  present  manner  of  their  removal  was  the  best.  The 
contractors  had  done  that  which  the  agents  of  the  Gov- 
ernment could  not  do,  and  he  hoped  the  bill  would 

[Thetbove  is  a  mere  outline  of  Mr.  A's  observations.] 

Ilr.  GRENNBLL  remarked  that  the  gentleman  [Mr. 
Auoid]  bad  no  occasion  to  apologize«  the  stillness  which 
bid  prersiled  in  the  House,  the  silence  with  which  he 
M  been  listened  to,  was  an  honorsble  testimony  paid 
to  bit  eloquence,  and  a  proof  of  the  gratification  with 
which  he  hsd  been  heard;  but  he  (Mr.  G.)  must  beg  to 
differ  with  the  honorable  gentleman .  He,  [Mr.  Auoms, ] 
coning  fresh  from  such  scenes  of  blood,  had  painted  in 
gloving  colors  the  atrocities  of  the  ruthless  savage, 
which  he  himself  had  witnessed  i  but  he  is  wrong  (said 
Hr.  G.)  in  supposing  that  I  am  an  advocate  of  the  s«v- 
>ge  Indian.  Mr.  6.  proceeded  to  observe  that  he  was 
Bot  in  sdvocate  of  the  savage,  nor  had  he  sought  to  psi- 
Site bii  atrocities.  But  he  (Mr.  G.)  was  an  advocate  of 
Christitn  forbearance;  he  was  an  advocate  for  treating 
the  Indisn,  not  with  a  cruel  vengeance,  in  return  for 
bloodihed  snd  atrocities,  which  he  (Mr.  G.)  did  not  de- 
i^Jtand  which  he  was  not  disposed  in  any  way  to  justify 
or  excuse.  He  was  opposed  only  to  the  principle  of  re- 
taming  evil  for  evil;  and  in  so  speaking,  in  thus  desiring 
tail  J  and  gentle  and  just  policy  to  be  pursued  toward 
toe  Indisn,  no  gentleman  was  justified  in  charging  him 
with  lickly  sympathy,  or  in  imputing  tu  him  the  charge 

h^^"^^  >n  sdvocate  of  brutality,  ferocity,  and  injustice, 
when  he  advocated  clemency,  mercy,  and  forgiveness. 

Mr.  EVCRETT  said  he  desired  to  set  himself  right 
^lore  the  House,  and  particularly  with  the  gentleman 
^n  Georgia  [Mr.  Alvobd]  who  had  addressed  the 
Hogic  toHlay.  That  gentleman  had  misunderstood  a 
Ifftof  bis  remarks  of  yesterday.  Had  he  have  heard 
the  explanation  then  given  to  his  colleague,  [Mr,  Daw- 
'^i]  there  would  have  been  no  occasion  for  some  of  his 
raerences  to  those  that  had  preceded  him.  [Mr.  E.  re- 
Pnted  the  explanation.] 

V.  E.  ssid  that,  when  up  yesterday,  he  bad  been  ask- 
1^  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  on  his  right  [Mr. 
atinj]  for  the  evidence  of  the  fact  that  the  frauds  on 
^  Creeks  were  a  cause  of  their  hostilities.  He  had 
^  referred  the  gentleman,  in  general  terms,  to  the 
^menU  before  the  House,  and  psrticularly  to  the 
^ner  letters.  He  had  since  looked  into  the  Creek 
^ioents,  laid  on  the  Ubie  at  the  last  session.  He  had 
^^1^  down  some  leaves,  but  would  read  only  a  single 
^S^    It  was  from  a  letter  from  our  removing  agent, 

y\L?'  '^'>K»nf  lo  the  War  Department,  of  February 

^1  18j6. 

'I  bsTs  no  doubt  but  the  Indians  have  been  most  gross* 
^nned  againstf  that  they  are  hostile  I  hsve  never  be- 
f^ed{  but  that  they  have  ample  cause  of  complaint  I 
00  know;  tndl  verily  believe  that  this  excitement  bat 


been  fanned  by  designing  men,  and  that  with  a  hope  of 
putting  a  atop  to  the  investigation  now  going  on." 

To  this  he  would  add  that  the  fact  was  supported  by 
three  of  the  gentlemen  from  Georgia  who  had  addressed 
the  House,  [Mr.  DAvrsoir,  Mr.  Glascock,  and  Mr.  At- 
voan,]  and  in  much  stronger  terms  than  he  had  used. 

He  had  said  yesterday,  on  the  introduction  of  the 
Fort  Gibson  letter,  that  he  brought  no  charge  against 
the  Government,  except  for  sopineness.  He  thought 
now  that  the  exception  was  too  limited.  He  requested 
the  Clerk  to  read  an  article  from  the  Creek  docu* 
ment.  It  was  the  earnest  appeal  from  the  chiefs  of  the 
Creek  nation  to  their  great  father  the  President,  implo- 
ring that,  in  mercy,  he  would  not  subject  them  to  be  re* 
moved  by  contract,  and  more  eapecially  by  land-specu- 
lating contractors.  He  would  then  leave  it  to  the  House 
to  say  what  waa  the  just  responsibility  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

«•  TUCKABATCHKX  TOWW, 

January  14,  1836. 
"  7b  our  Father  the  Pruident: 

**  Your  agent.  Colonel  Hogan,  has  just  visited  our  town, 
and  communicated  to  us  the  welcome  news  that  the  dis- 
position we  hsd  made  of  the  twenty-three  sections,  that 
were  given  to  the  Creek  tribe,  has  met  your  approba- 
tion. As  we  have  heretofore  informed  you  that  we  were 
prepsring  to  quit  the  land  of  our  nativity,  and  aeek  a  new 
home  in  the  far-distant  West,  we  again  take  the  liberty 
of  advising  with  our  great  father  on  this  subject)  believ- 
ing, as  we  do,  that  our  great  father  has  ever  been  dis- 
posed to  render  us  all  the  facilities  that  are  in  his  powert 
and  as  the  day  we  have  set  to  commence  removing  is 
fast  approaching,  and  as  we  are  anxious  to  go  with  aa  lit- 
tle trouble  to  the  Government  as  possible,  we  again  be- 
seech our  great  father  to  exercise  towards  us  that  same 
humane  and  friendly  care  that  baa  heretofore  character- 
ized his  administration. 

*<  We  have,  in  our  former  communicationa,  spoken  to 
our  fsther  of  the  new  method  of  emigrating  hia  Creek 
children  by  contract.  We  hope,  by  introducing  this  sub- 
ject to  bis  consideration,  he  will  not  consider  us  as  being 
too  strenuous  or  importunste  on  this  point,  as  it  is  one 
of  vital  importance  to  us.  When  we  came  to  the  deter- 
mination to  never  again  rekindle  our  council  fire  on  the 
eastern  side  of  the  Mississippi,  it  was  under  tbe  belief 
that  we  were  to  be  removed  under  the  superintendence 
of  Colonel  Hogan.  And  we  now  say  to  you,  in  tbe  un- 
diaguised  language  of  sincerity,  that  our  people  are  op* 
posed  to,  and  proteat  being  removed  by,  the  present  em- 
igrating company,  but  beseech  our  great  father  to  say 
to  our  people  that  they  can  go,  as  they  formerly  expect- 
ed to  go,  with  Colonel  Hogan,  and  under  hia  immediate 
control,  and  we  vouch  that  our  people  will  take  their 
line  of  march,  and  go  without  a  murmur  i  >ut  we  fear, 
unless  the  plan  of  emigrating  is  changed,  our  people 
will  be  found  lingering  oehind  in  a  state  of  degradation 
for  years  to  come,  for  a  large  majority  of  the  nation  have 
already  expressed  their  determined  opposition  to  the 
present  contractors. 

•(  Our  belief  is  that  the  present  contractors  cannot  re- 
move us  with  that  same  ease,  attention,  and  liberality,  that 
we  ao  fondly  anticipated  under  the  management  of  Colo- 
nel Hogan,  who,  by  his  gentlemanly  deportment,  haa 
succeeded  in  gaining  our  entire  confidence.  Our  peo- 
ple all  know  him,  and  profeaa  an  ardent  desire  to  go  with 
him,  but  protest  against  going  with  a  compsny  of  specu- 
lating contractora,  who  have  recently  extended  their 
company  and  taken  in  new  partners,  who  sre  too  well 
known  to  u?.  And  as  this  company  have  not  the  inter- 
est of  the  Government  in  view,  we  believe  the  heslth, 
comfort,  and  interest  of  the  Indians  will  never  be  con* 
suited,  but  that  all  their  arrangemenU  will  be  conducted 
for  their  own  good  and  pecuniary  benefit. 
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**  Ai  tbe  Government  hat  ever  professed  and  exerciaed 
a  fraternal  care  and  anxiety  for  our  welfare,  and  has 
promised  to  aid  us  in  emigrating  in  the  safest  and  most 
comfortable  way,  we  believe  that  tbe  difference  that 
might  be  saved  by  the  contract,  if  any,  should  weigh 
nothing  when  compared  with  tbe  immense  advantages 
that  would  result.  If  our  people  were  told  that  they 
should  be  carried  off,  as  they  have  heretofore  been  done, 
under  tbe  superintendence  of  men  whose  only  duty 
would  be  to  economize  on  behalf  of  the  United  States, 
and  at  the  same  time  sfibrd  the  belt  attention  to  tbe 
Indians. 

'*  If  our  great  father  will  change  the  plan  of  emigrating 
to  the  old  and  original  method,  he  shall  have  our  lasting 
thanks  and  prayers  for  his  happiness,  and  our  undivided 
efTurt  to  effect  a  speedy  removal  of  all  our  people.  But 
if  be  still  says  we  must  go  with  the  present  contractors, 
we  must  submit,  but  we  can  give  no  pledges  that  all  our 
people  will  start,  nor  can  we  say  how  many  will  go;  but 
place  us  under  tbe  entire  management  of  our  friend. 
Colonel  Hogan,  and  we  will  do  our  best  to  get  all  off 
with  us. 

**  We  now  wish  to  sgain  call  the  attention  of  our  great 
father  to  the  landa  belonging  to  Indians,  who  have  died 
aince  their  lands  were  certified^  and  we  request  that  the 
heirs,  in  all  auch  caaf  a,  nosy  be  permitted  to  sell  and 
certifiy  the  land,  as  they  generally  get  nothing  when  sold 
under  an  administration. 

"  Permit  us  now  to  call  our  great  father's  attention  to  a 
promise  made  by  our  great  father  the  President,  when 
we  were  in  Washington  city,  closing  the  last  treaty  with 
the  Government.  It  was  then  promised  to  us,  for  our 
influence  in  making  the  treaty,  to  give  each  of  ut,  at 
some  convenient  time,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars. 
This  promise  was  made  in  presence  of  friends  Colonel 
William  C  King  and  the  honorable  Samuel  W.  Mardis. 
As  we  are  now  bringing  all  our  matters  to  a  close,  we 
wish  our  great  &ther  to  say  to  ui  whether  we  may  still 
cslculate  on  receiving  the  same. 

*<  This  letter  is  directed  to  our  father  the  President,  as 
we  want  it  to  meet  his  own  eye.  We  now  close,  and 
hope  to  receive  an  immediate  answer,  and  tender  tbe 
President,  our  great  father,  our  best  wishes  for  his  health 
and  happiness. 

"  Ana  subscribe  ourselves  his  children." 

[Signed  by  22  ehief9,  6fc.] 

After  which,  the  question  was  taken,  and  the  bill 
passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  tbe  army  of  the  United  States  for  the 
year  1837  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  CAMBRBLEN6  moved  to  suspend  the  rule,  to 
go  into  committee  on  tbe  bill  making  appropriations  for 
tbe  naval  service  for  tbe  year  1837. 

Mr.  W.  THOMPSON  called  fur  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
that  motion  I  which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  132, 
nays  33. 

So  tbe  rule  was  suspended. 

NAVY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  tbe  House  resolv- 
ed itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe  state 
of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Pattobt  in  the  chair,}  on  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for  the  year 
1837. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  explained  that  the  principal  in- 
crease In  this  bill  above  that  of  last  year  was  in  conse- 
(juence  of  the  equipping  the  exploring  expedition;  be- 
sides this,  there  was  an  appropriation  for  fitting  out  the 
aiiip  or  the  line  Pennsylvania  and  two  sloops  of  war. 

The  first  clause  was  read,  as  follows: 

**  For  pay  of  commissioned,  warrant,  and  petty  offi- 
cers, and  of  seamen,  $2,434,886." 


Mr.  JARYIS  said  that  as  in  the  first  item  wu  iDclude< 
a  part  of  the  expense  of  the  exploring  expedition,  whicl 
seemed  about  to  be  carried  to  an  extent  which  be  d'u 
not  think  necessary,  or  that  the  country  would  justify 
he  should  move  a  reduction  of  it.  He  had  been  tskei 
by  surprise,  for  he  had  understood  that  the  civil  and  dip 
lomatic  appropriation  bill  would  be  taken  up  t^day 
and  he  had  left  his  estimates  for  tbe  reduction  st  home 
He  would,  however,  venture  to  move  a  reduction  o 
$150,000  in  the  estimates  for  the  exploring  expedition 
comprised  in  this  and  some  other  items,  of  which  tiu 
pay  would  be  about  one  thirdi  and  before  tbe  bill  vat 
brought  into  the  House  he  should  be  able  to  ascertaii 
the  exact  reductions  which  were  necessary,  and  would 
correct  tbe  bill  accordingly,  provided  the  committet 
agreed  with  him  in  opinion  upon  the  expediency  of  di 
minishing  the  expenditure. 

Mr.  J.  aaid  he  objected  to  tbe  employment  of  so  Iirgt 
a  vessel  as  the  frigate  Macedonian  on  tbe  explorihg  ex- 
pedition, on  account  of  her  unfitneas  for  tbe  purpose 
and  the  great  increase  of  expense.     He  said  we  ought 
not  to  think  so  highly  of  ourselvea  as  to  suppose  that  ve 
could  not  profit  by  the  experience  of  other  nations,  and 
went  on  to  recapitulate  the  scale  of  the  exploring  ezpe- 
ditions  of  Great  Britain  and  France.     He  adduced  tbe 
testimony  of  Captain  Cook,  who,  before  he  departed 
upon  his  third  expedition,  that  ended  so  fatally  to  him* 
self,  bequeathed,  as  a  legacy  to  the  world,  bis  opinioos 
on  this  subject.     That  great  navigator  contended  that 
large  vessels  were  unfit  for  the  business;  that  the  veMeli 
must  be  of  a  light  draught  of  water;  of  a  coostructioo 
that  would  take  the  ground  easily,  and  that  might  be 
hove  down  whenever  and  wherever  it  might  be  necei* 
sary  to  examine  their  bottoms.     The  vessels  he  recoiii' 
mended  were  the  north-country  colliers,  of  from  four 
hundred  and  fiRy  to  three  hundred  tons  burden.    Tbeie 
were  the  description  of  vessels  in  which  be  bad  per- 
formed his  two  voyages,  and  waa  about  to  underiike  i 
third;  and  he  distinctly  says  that  a  forty-gun  ship  would 
be  too  large.     Yet  we  are  about  to  send  out  a  frigate 
mounting  forty-nine  guns.    He  repeated  the  asierttoo  of 
Cook,  that  no  captain  could  discharge  his  duty  ai  the 
head  of  an  exploring  expedition  in  a  vessel  of  thii  de- 
scription without  too  great  hazard  to  the  safety  of  ha 
ship  and  of  his  crew.     It  might  be  urged  that  increased 
experience  had^shown  that  Cook  waa  in  error}  bot,  lo 
far  was  this  from  being  tlie  fact,  it  was  well  known  that 
the  latest  expeditions  of  France  and  Great  BriUin  m 
been  performed  by  atill  smaller  vessels.    Tbe  CbaotJ- 
deer  was  only  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  tons,  and  Md 
between  fifty  and  sixty  men;  and  the  Astrolabe,  p^ •J?* 
voyage  so  splendid  an  account  had  been  published  d/ 
the  French  Government,  was  only  a  corvette,  wiins 
crew  consisting  of  seventy-nine  persons,  including  otn« 
cers  and  men  of  science.   The  whole  number  ^^^^^^ 
entific  corps  consisted  of  two  surgeons  of  tbe  ^^'^^  *": 
one  drsughtsman,  while  ours  was  to  consist  of  ^•K'Jy' 
persons,  which  (Mr.  J.  said)  he  had  no  doubt  wouid  w 
found  equal  in  number,  if  not  in  science,  to  the  corpi 
savans  that  Bonaparte  took  with  him  to  Egypt*        .  . 

The  officers  of  the  navy,  (Mr.  J.  said,)  to  fsrasM  ow 
been  able  to  ascertain  their  views,  agreed  with  hira » 
opinion-^high  and  low,  young  and  old;  ^^^''^'J'^i;  #  1 
might  differ  on  other  points,  all  seemed  to  thmk  tn» 
frigate  was  not  the  vessel  to  be  sent.    If  tbe  >f^*^  j 
were  composed  of  small  vessels,  the  accidentsl  i(W 
one  of  them  would  not  endanger  the  result  ^'^^''f  jfyj. 
dition;  the  crew  might,  without  inconvenience,  "*    ^^ 
ded  among  the  remainder;  but  if  the  frigste  were 
meet  with  an  accident,  and  her  three  hundred  »"*"  Vj 
to  be  so  divided,  they  would  be  so  crowded  on  dwjj 
the  small  vessels  as  to  force  them  to  return  ho^J   . 
the  whole  object  in  view  would  be  defeated,    w^- 
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coocloded  by  ftyin^  that  he  was  desirous  that  the  expe- 
£tion  ibouid  be  crowned  with  success,  but  he  was  fear- 
fol  it  would  only  be  covered  with  ridicule  unless  a 
cfaing;e  was  made  in  its  organization {  and  he  therefore 
hoped  that  his  motion  would  prevaiK 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  hoped  the  motion  would  be 
adopted.  He  concurred  entirely  with  the  view  taken  by 
the  gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  jAmris,]  and  he  felt  it 
hii  daty  to  state  his  concurrence  in  those  views.  He 
bad  nade  ioquiries  of  many  practical  men,  and  some  of 
thebigbeit  officeri  of  the  navy,  on  this  subject}  and,  from 
the  infomatlon  he  had  obtained  from  them,  he  was  per- 
fectly ntbfied  that  the  view  taken  by  the  i^entleman 
froa  Maine  was  correct,  and  he  hoped  the  House 
voold  concur  in  it,  and  reduce  the  appropriatioir. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  said,  if  the  leading  friends  of  the  ad- 
DiDistration,  in  view  of  the  present  posture  of  the  ques- 
tion, in  riew  of  the  present  expectation  of  the  world,  in 
fiev  of  the  responsibility  sssumed  by  the  President, 
fere  diiposed  to  interpose  any  obstacle  to  the  comple- 
tion of  this  expedition,  upon  them  be  the  responsibility 
of  its  failure;  for  fail  it  would,  if  this  motion  should  pre- 
nil 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  of  Kentucky,  cited  the  law  passed 
liitteffton  authorizing  the  President  to  employ  a  sloop 
of  war,  and  such  other  smaller  vessels  as  might  be  ne- 
ttmry  for  the  expedition,  appropriating  f  150,000  for 
tbt  purpose. 

Mr.  JARVfS  remarked  that  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
nchuieUi  seemed  to  regard  this  as  a  party  measure.  It 
ni  no  iucb  thing.  It  was  one  in  which  the  honor  and 
Known  of  the  nation  were  concerned.  Mr.  J.  denied 
thit  be  vu  opposed  to  the  expedition;  on  the  contrary, 
^  vished  it  fitted  out  with  credit  to  the  public,  in  a 
■inner  to  insure  its  complete  success,  and  to  redound 
to  the  honor  and  fame  of  every  officer  employed.  His 
T'ppoiition  was  made  to  that  end.  He  stated  be  had  re- 
ceived the  opinions  of  rosny  officers  of  the  navy,  of  great 
iill  and  judgment,  and  they  were  all  confirmatory  of 
lixovnas  to  the  kind  of  vessels  that  ought  to  be  em- 
pioyed. 

Mr.  ADAMS  thought  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  the 
Chiirman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  AfTairs,  had  done 
(he  President  and  heads  of  Departments  injustice.  Mr. 
A-  entreated  gentlemen  to  witlidraw  the  motion  to  re- 
duce the  appropriation.  He  did  not  consider  it  too 
^^^  for  the  objects  to  be  obtained.  He  would  vote 
I'^ree  tioiei  the  amount,  if  called  upon  to  do  so,  because 
>t  *u  bis  hope  that  this  expedition  would  shed  honor 
^the  American  character,  instead  of  holding  it  up  to 
*e  ridicule  of  the  world. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  aaid  that,  before  he  could  vote 
*itb  propriety  for  the  proposed  appropriation  for  the 
^nlierrice,  be  ahould  like  to  be  informed  what  por- 
^  of  the  aggregate  sum  was  designed  for  the  explo- 
|>i'?espeditioii.  Mr.  R.  inquired,  further,  of  the  chairman 
"(he  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  whether  it  waa  his 
")^niion  to  urge  an  tppropriation  for  completing  the 
^<i>pment  of  the  Pennsylvania,  after  being  apprized 
^^t  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  unanimously  disap- 
proredthe  object  of  that  appropriation^ 

Mr.CAMBRELBNQ  replied,  by  citing  the  following 
ntioatei: 

^imaieof  the  amount  that  will  be  required  for  the  sup- 
P*jrt  of  the  frigate  Macedonian,  the  store  ship  Relief, 
^^  two  barques.  Pioneer  and  Consort,  and  the 
'^ner  Pilot,  employed  on  the  surveying  and  cx- 
ploring  expedition,  for  one  year. 
'"^r  the  pty  of  commisaion,  warrant,  petty  officers,  and 
^eamen,  and  for  the  scientific  corps     -    $210,848  50 


For 


pTovisions 

f^pairs,  and  wear  and  tear  of  the  ves- 


•«U  on  the  expedition 


58,582  50 
50,000  00 


For  medical  and  hospital  stores    -  -        f  4,000  00 

For  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  -  7,000  00 

For  contingencies  ...        l6,(»uo  00 

Mr.  C.  also  cited  some  other  estimates  connected  with 
the  exploring  expedition,  amounting  to  upwards  of 
300,000  dollars.  He  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  not  to  press  his  motion  at  that  time,  but  to  with- 
draw i%'and  renew  it  in  the  House. 

Mr.  C.  then  adverted  to  the  great  acale  on  which  the 
expedition  was  projected,  and  contended*  with  the  gen« 
tleman  from  Maine,  that  the  object  he  had  in  view  waa 
to  insure  its  success.  By  sending  a  large  frigate,  she  ran 
the  hssard  of  being  dashed  to  pieces  on  the  rocksi  and 
the  expense  to  the  country  would  exceed  a  million  of 
dollsrs,  if  fitted  out  on  the  plan  proposed.  He  express- 
ed himself  wsrmly  in  favor  of  the  objects  of  the  expedi- 
tion, and  reiterated  that  his  support  of  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Jautis  wss  to  prevent  the  expedition  from  being  kbip- 
wrecked,  as  it  inevitably  would  be,  in  the  opinion  of 
many  men  of  skill  and  judgment,  if  it  embarked  on  the 
magnificent  sc»le  proposed. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  that  it  betonj^ed  to  the  Legislature 
to  enact  laws,  and  to  the  Executive  to  carry  them  into 
effect.  This  line  of  duty  is  so  distinct  and  so  proper  in 
itself,  that  a  very  strong  case  ought  to  exist  lo  induce 
the  Legislature  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  taking  in- 
to its  own  hands  the  execution  of  a  law.  Congress,  at  its 
last  session,  psssed  a  law  directing  the  President  of  the 
United  Btates  to  send  a  surveying  and  exploring  expe- 
dition to  the  South  Seasf  and  the  present  sppropriation 
is  ssked  for,  as  necesssry  to  defray  the  expense  of  the 
expedition,  according  to  the  plan  adopted  by  the  Exee- 
utire.  The  chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee  [Mr. 
Jabvir]  is  dissatisfied  with  that  plan,  and  wishes  to  have 
vessels  sent  of  a  different  character  from  thoae  provided 
for  the  service.  To  effect  his  object,  he  hss  moved  a  re- 
duction of  the  sum  estimated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Na- 
vy to  be  necessary  for  this  purpose.  He  says,  in  support 
of  his  motion,  that  the  Executive,  in  providing  a  frigate 
for  the  aervice,  instead  of  a  sloop  of  wsr,  which  he  [Mr. 
Jaeyis]  is  of  opinion  ought  to  be  sent,  hss  been  govern- 
ed by  the  advice  of  landlubbers.  He  therefore  asks 
this  House  to  interfere,  and  reverse  the  decision  of  the 
Executive.  Mr.  Y.  said  he  did  not  know  whose  sdvice 
the  Executive  had  followed,  or  who  were  his  advisers  in 
this  matter;  but,  living  as  he  did  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
and  far  in  the  interior,  and  knowing  nothing  of  ses  ser- 
vice, he  wss  one  of  those  to  whom  the  gentleman's  ap- 
pellative of  landlubber  would  apply;  and  it  was  for  that 
reason,  which  the  gentlemsn  had  furnished  tn  his  hand, 
that  he  would  not  vote  for  the  plan  proposed  by  him. 
Mr.  y.  said  that  what  he  had  said  of  himself  was  true  of 
a  very  large  majority  of  the  House.  A  very  great  ma- 
jority of  us  come  from  without  the  limits  of  tide  water, 
and  do  not  and  cannot  be  expected  to  possess  that  prac- 
tical knowledge  which  would  enable  us  to  decide  upon 
the  expediency  of  sending  a  frigate  on  this  vo)Sge  of 
exploration.  The  motion  and  argument  of  the  gentle- 
man came  to  this:  that,  as  the  Executive  has  been  infiu- 
enced  by  the  advice  and  opinions  of  landimen,  in  the 
plan  of  fitting  out  this  expedition,  he  therefore  comes 
here,  and  calls  upon  snother  set  of  landsmen  to  overrule 
the  Executive,  snd  direct  him  how  it  shall  be  fitted  up. 
The  gentlemsn  further  ssys,  that  one  of  the  sn^aH  ves- 
sels built  for  this  service  •<  sails  like  a  tub.'*  If  that  be 
so,  the  duty  snd  responsibility  of  inquiring  into  that  mat- 
ter, and  of  prov'iding  another  ship,  belongs  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy;  but  certainly  the  gentleman  cannot 
expect  this  House  to  go  into  such  an  inquiry,  and  de- 
cide whether  ship  A  or  ship  B  shall  be  sent. 

We  have  passed  the  law  directing  the  exploring  ex- 
pedition to  be  sent,  and,  far  one,  he  wished  the  respon- 
sibility of  its  proper  execution  to  rest  upon  the  Ezecu* 
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tive»  where  it  belonged,  and  not  upon  tbii  Houie.  Mr. 
V.  nid  that  in  reipect  to  himielf  he  could  tiy  with  per- 
fect truth  thtt  he  was  vholly  ignorant  of  the  detaila  and 
preparations  necessary  for  such  •  voyagei  he  did  not, 
therefore,  wish  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  volun- 
teering any  directions  respecting  them.  The  gentleman 
predicts  a  failure  of  this  expedition  if  conducted  upon 
the  present  plan;  but  is  not  the  hazard  of  failure 
greatly  increased  if  we  undertake  to  interfere  and  direct 
a  new  plan?  From  the  moment  we  interfere,  the  Sec- 
re  tsry  is  relieved  of  all  responsibility (  and  in  case  of 
fjiilure  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  will  have  ac- 
quired the  enviable  reputation  of  having  procured  for 
itself  the  praises  of  the  whole  civilized  world  by  the 
enactment  of  a  law  directing  the  expedition,  and  then 
of  having  disappointed  the  high  hopes  every  where  en- 
tertained Of  it,  by  volunteering  its  interference  in  the 
details  of  the  enterprise  as  already  adopted,  and,  he  had 
no  doubt,  wisely  adopted. 

M^ithout  pretending  to  know  which  was  the  most 
suitable  for  this  service,  a  frigate  or  a  sloop  of  wsr,  yet 
he  thought  in  one  important  respect  at  least  the  former 
was  preferable  to  the  latter.  Mr.  V.  said  thst  he  had 
occasionally  seen  statements  of  the  extent  snd  operations 
of  our  commerce  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe,  which  to 
him  were  truly  astonishing.  It  was  carried  on  in  a  re- 
gion where  all  the  inhabitants  are  barbarians i  our  mer- 
chants, in  their  intercourse  with  them,  were  subjected 
to  perpetual  vigilance  against  surprise  and  violence,  and, 
after  all,  accounts  are  by  no  means  uncommon  of  at- 
tacks, murders  of  our  seamen,  and  even  of  captures  of 
ships  with  their  crews.  On  these  occasions  the  most  shock- 
ing barbarities  are  usually  committed.  Now,  these  peo- 
ple, whose  lives  and  property  are  thus  perilled,  consti- 
tute  a  part  of  the  sum  total  of  the  population  and  wealth 
of  the  nation.  The  Government  is  bound  to  give  them 
every  reasonable  protection.  For  one,  Mr.  Y.  said,  he 
was  willing  to  afford  thst  protection  to  American  capital 
and  enterprise,  without  stopping  to  inquire  what  region 
of  the  globe  was  the  theatre  of  their  operation.  All  bar- 
barians entertain  very  extravagant  ideas  of  their  own 
power,  and  very  contemptible  notions  of  the  power  of 
those  who  have  not  made  before  their  eyes  a  diaplay  of 
superior  power.  It  must  of  necessity  be  so,  since  their 
whole  stock  of  knowledge,  from  which  to  make  their 
comparisons,  consists  of  what  they  know  of  themselves 
and  see  of  others. 

These  people  know  they  are  an  overmatch  for  our 
merchant  vessels;  and,  never  having  seen  sny  thing  else, 
they  are  not  aware  of  the  existence  of  ships  of  superior 
force.  They  therefore  attack  our  vessels  without  fear 
of  future  chastisement.  The  displsy  before  them  of  a 
frigate  would  undeceive  them,  give  them  new  ideas  of 
our  power,  and  cause  them  to  hesitate  before  making  an 
attack  on  our  merchantmen,  for  fear  of  future  punish- 
ment. It  is  in  pursuance  of  this  policy  we  have  spent 
millions  of  dollars  in  stationing  military  posts  and  ma- 
king military  displays  in  the  presence  of  the  Indians,  far 
in  the  interior,  solely  with  a  view  to  impress  them  with 
an  idea  of  our  power,  and  thus  so  far  overawe  them  aa 
to  give  security  to  the  weak  and  powerless  of  our  peo- 
ple who  have  intercourse  with  them,  without  the  means 
of  defending  their  persons  or  property.  Mr.  V.  said 
it  appeared  to  him  that  the  aending  out  of  a  frigate  was 
only  an  extension  of  our  existing  and  long-cstsblished 
policy  to  the  barbarians  in  the  South  Sea  islands,  with 
whom  our  people  are  brought  into  intercourse.  The 
small  vessels  will  perform  the  explorations,  while  the 
frigHte  would  perform  the  equally  important  duty  of  de- 
manding aatisfaction  of  the  natives  for  wrongs  already 
done,  and  promising  them  punishment  for  those  they 
may  in  future  commit;  and  in  many  other  respects  great- 
ly facilitate  the  labors  to  be  performed  by  the  squsdron. 


If  be  was  mistaken  in  hit  views  of  this  subject,  he  shouk 
nevertheless  adhere  to  the  opinion  that  ibe  Executiv< 
abould  be  left  untrammelled  in  directing  the  outfit  im 
conduct  of  this  important  expedition.  Mr.  Y.  said  b( 
could  not  suppress  the  expression  of  some  surprise  a 
the  course  the  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  Jastis]  bat 
taken,  recollecting,  as  be  did,  that  at  the  last  session  tbi 
same  gentleman  was  opposed  to  the  expedition,  becaus< 
not  only  the  equipment,  but  even  the  aending  it  out  t 
all,  bad  not  been  left  to  the  sole  discretion  of  the  Ex 
ecutive.  At  present,  he  would  have  this  House  to  in 
terpose  its  authority  by  indicating  to  the  aame  £xecutir< 
what  claaaof  vessels  should  be  employed!  He,  (Mr.  V.»] 
of  course,  had  no  right  to  impugn  men's  motives,  sordic 
be;  but  still  be  could  not  regard  those  who  wished  U 
derange  the  organization  at  present  agreed  upon  u 
very  friendly  to  tbe  enterprise  in  any  foroL 

The  expedition  was,  as  he  bad  said,  honorable  to  oui 
national  character;  would  be  ao  regarded  abroad  and  ai 
home;  was  expedient,  for  wise  purposes  connected  wilti 
our  great  commercial  interests;  would  add  much  to  nn 
ous  departments  of  human  knowledge;  and  would,  be  b&d 
no  doubt,  at  all  times  be  amply  provided  for  by  CoS' 
gress.  It  had,  be  believed,  received  tbe  individual  sup- 
port of  the  delegation  in  Congreaa  from  Ohio,  sod 
would  not  be  lost  sight  of  by  the  people  of  thst  State. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  aaid  it  was  evident  that  they  could  not 
get  through  the  bill  to-night,  and  he  therefore  muTed 
that  the  committee  rise.    Agreed  to. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported. 

And  the  House  adjourned. 

FaiDAT,  FXBBVAmT  3. 

KERN  AND  GEORGE. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  from  the  ConunitlfC 
on  Commerce,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of 
John  Kern,  deputy  collector,  and  John  D.  George,  dep- 
uty naval  officer,  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  reported 
the  following  resolution  t 

neaolved.  That  the  memorial  of  John  Kern  and  Jobn 
D.  George  be  referred  to  the  Firat  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury,  to  be  by  him  transmitted  to  the  collector  w 
the  port  of  Philadelphia,  who  is  hereby  directed  to  set- 
lie  the  claim  of  said  Kern  and  George,  for  services,  « 
clerk%  by  them  performed,  in  carrying  into  effect  inc 
18th  section  of  the  Uriff  act  of  July  14tb,  1832,  sccord- 
ing  to  agreement. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  deaired  to  know  some- 
thing about  this  resolution,  before  he  could  vote  fur  n* 

Mr.  PEARCE  explained  that  an  appropriation  Dao 
been  made,  for  the  payment  of  clerk  hire,  to  carry  mi 
effect  the  tariff  act  of  1832.  The  service  had  bf«"  Pj^" 
formed  by  the  deputy  collector  and  deputy  naval  oftotrt 
after  office  hours*  but  the  collector  had  consirucfl  "  ^ 
law  in  aucb  manner  that  they  could  not  procure  t' 
pay  5  and  this  resolution  was  for  tbe  purpose  of  prov  w'  » 
that  they  should  be  paid.  j  ig 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  was  OPP*^^,^^ 
paying  out  money  in  thia  way.    They  were  not  .*"  ^^ 
rized  to  make  appropriationa,  unless  by  bill  orJ"J"l 
olution;  and  he  hoped  this  resolution  would  not  P*T.i,g 

Mr.  PEARCE  then  went  intoa  fullexplai»aHonj>'J^^ 
manner  in  which  the  service  had  been  performeo, 
ting,  at  the  same  lime,  that  it  had  been  PC^^f  theM* 
ter  by  these  clerks  than  it  could  h«ve  been  pX  °  j^^^ 
yet  if  other  clerks  had  perlorroed  the  »«':^!^^„fpiy.! 
would  have  been  no  question  as  to  the  propriety  o  v 
ing  them.  .  .npro" 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  suggested  that  the  "»^//^oin- 
priate  course  would  be  to  move  to  discharge  i"       ^f 
mittee  from  the  subject,  and  refer  it  to  the  Secrc 
the  l>easury. 
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Mr.  PCARCB  laid  the  subject  had  been  before  the 
Secrettry,  and  the  only  question  was  as  to  (he  construe* 
tioa  of  the  Is  v.  It  was  in  consequence  of  the  construc- 
tion the  coHector  had  put  upon  the  law,  that  the  money 
vu  refused  to  be  paid.  He  had  done  what  he  consid- 
ered to  be  his  duty  in  reporting  the  resolution;  but  if  the 
House  refilled  to.adopt  the  report,  he  had  nothing:  to  say. 

M^  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  said  it  appeared 
that  the  Secretary  doubted  whether  he  had  the  power 
to  pay  ihii  noney,  and  the  pssuge  of  this  resolution  was 
to  reljete  him  of  the  responsibility  of  the  matter.  He 
contended  the  House  had  not  the  power  to  direct  the  Sec- 
retary to  pay  this  money. 

Mr.  HARPER  contended  that  these  men  ought  to  be 
paid,  inasmuch  as  the  money  had  been  appropriated  for 
tbe  purpose  of  paying  this  clerk  hirei  and  they  had  per- 
forised  the  serrice,  and  that,  too,  out  of  office  hours. 

Mr.  PEARCE  then  moved  the  following,  as  a  substi- 
tute for  the  original  resolution: 

Snoh^d,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  dis- 
cbr^  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject, 
tad  tb«t  tbe  same,  with  tbe  report  of  the  committee,  be 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  N'trlh  Carolina,  then  moved  to 
by  tbe  whole. subject  on  the  table.  Lost. 

Hr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  was  opposed  to  allowing 
dsimsof  this  kind.  If  they  admitted  tbis  claim,  there 
vculd  innumerable  claims  come  before  them  of  a  similar 
utnre. 

Mr.  HOAR  could  not  see  the  propriety  of  referring 
tbissobjfct  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  PEARCE  again  urged  upon  the  Honse  the  pro- 
P^  snd  justice  of  allowing  this  claim.  There  was  no 
dsubt  of  their  bavinip  performed  the  iervice,'  and  that, 
^  better  than  it  could  have  been  done  by  strange 

derki. 

Mr  HOAR  moved  to  amend  the  substitute  by  striking 
nt  that  part  of  it  which  referred  the  report  of  the  com- 
■  ttee  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  i  which  was 
•pwl  to:  Ayes  75^  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  HARPER  then  moved  to  amend  the  reaolotion 
^  refrrrin;  the  claim  to  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury 
w  settlement. 

.  Mr.  c  WE  JOHNSON  moved  to  refer  the  whole  sub. 
J^  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  H\RPER  could  not  see  tbe  propriety  of  refer* 
nog  th4  subject  to  the  Committee  of  Claims^ 

Mr.  HARDIN  waa  opposed  to  allowing  these  elaima^ 
tt  (here  vould  be  no  end  to  them  if  onee  admitted.  He 
^<idered  the  Government  bad  the  right  to  have  the 
^oie  tine  of  the  clerks  in  its  employ.  Of  late  years, 
'^Oerki  had  6xed  their  own  hoiifSf  they  would  f^o  to 
I'^oftces  at  ten  o'clock,  and  perhaps  leave  them  by 
t*);  but  if  any  thing  was  done  by  them  out  of  what  they 
^'ed  (heir  office  hours,  they  must  ask  for  extra  pay ! 
^  House  had  had  various  applications  of  this  kind,  but 
'^^^tivayi  refused  to  grant  themi  and  he  hoped  they  at- 
»>"  vould  do  so. 

)![•  REED  believed  this  claim  to  be  j>ist,  and  he 
^»  be  pleased  to  see  the  committee  bring  in  a  bill  for 
^  relief  of  those  individuals.  This  would  be  the  prop- 
^<^'ie,  and  he  thought  the  House  should  take  the  re- 
^^i)s>bility  of  paving  these  individuab,  without  sending 
tttoihe  Secreury  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  BOON  thought,  if  gentlemen  were  about  Co  estab- 
^  iw  principle  that  the  Government  shoold  require 
^  v^ole  of  the  time  of  its  offieers,  they  should  begin 
^^one,  «nd  not  permit  members  of  the  House,  while 
jy  **re  gettiog  their  eight  dollars  per  day,  receiving 
P^pensition  for  services  rendered  utft  of  tbe  House. 


It  tm 


jutt  as  proper  that  this  restriction  sbouki  be 


^ed  upon  membcrt  of  that  House,  aa  upon  olerks  in 

*  «ptrtinenifc 

VoIh  XUL-99 


Mr.  LANE  said  he  fully  concurred  in  the  opinion  ex- 
pressed by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Rbxd.]  That  he  rcae  to  correct  one  observation 
on  this  point  which  fell  fronn  bis  friend  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  Hardiv,]  which,  in  his  opinion,  did  great  injustice 
to  the  clerks  in  the  departments.  He  bad  been  called 
upon  to  do  business  in  the  different  departments,  during 
the  present  session,  and  had  called  at  all  hours,  from  9 
to  12,  and  lately  from  9  to  11 1  that  he  had  at  all  times 
found  them  in  their  offices,  xealoualy  and  faitnfuUy  de- 
spsching  every  duty,  carrying  into  effect  what  he  con- 
sidered a  very  severe  law  of  the  last  session. 

Mr.  HARDIN  briefly  replied  to  tbe  gentlemen  from 
Indiana,  [Mr.  Boovand  Mr.  Laxb.] 

Mr.  PEARCE  denied  that  this  was  a  claim  for  extra 
pay  or  extra  services.  He  had  not  advocated  it  upon 
that  principle.  It  was  a  claim  for  services  which  would 
have  been  paid  if  other  individuals  had  performed  them, 
and  (he  money  was  already  appnipriated,  in  anticipa- 
tion, for  the  payment  of  these  services.  But,  by  the  con- 
struction put  upon  tbe  law  by  tbe  collector,  he  withheld 
tbe  money. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  then  read  the  law  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  Mr.  HARPER  made  some  further  remarks  in 
support  of  the  claim,  when 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  moted  that  the  House 
proceed  to  the  orders  of  tbe  dayt  which  was  agreed  to. 

EXPLORING  EXPEDITION. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  asked  leave  of  tbe  House  to  submit 
tbe  following  resolution: 

Ruohtd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  inform  the  House  of  the  progress  which 
has  been  made  in  the  arrangements  for  the  surveying  and 
exploring  expedition  authorized  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  and  of  the  objects  and  measures  to  which  said 
expedition  is  to  be  devoted. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  Maine,  objecting, 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule  for 
this  purposet  which'  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Ohio,  moved  the  following  amend- 
ment, which  Mr.  Phillips  accepted  as  a  modification: 

**  And  also  of  the  size  and  the  names  of  the  vessf  Is  des- 
ignated by  the  Department  to  be  employed  in  the  ex- 
ploring expeditioni  with  the  number  of  the  officers  and 
men  therein  t  together  with  a  statement  of  the  expendi- 
tures already  incurred  in  fitting  out  the  expedition,  and 
an  estimate  of  the  ftirther  expenditures  which  .will  be 
necessary  until  its  sueccMfiil  termination,  on  the  plan 
now  proiected." 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  then  moved  the  fbllowing  amend- 
ment. Strike  out  all  after  the  word  **  Resolved,"  and  in- 
sert the  following: 

*•  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Nivy  be  directed  to  com- 
municate to  this  House  the  number  of  vessels  designed, 
and  fitted  out,  or  no«  fitting  out,  for  the  exploring  ex- 
pedition to  the  Pacific  and  South  Seas;  the  class  to 
which  they  respectively  belong;  the  cost  already  incur- 
red,  and  that  which  is  estimated  will  be  incurred,  in 
completing  their  equipment;  the  time  when  the  expedi- 
tion may  be  expected  to  sail,  and  its  probable  annual 
cost  aAer  wards;  sLo,  wh<'ther  either  ofthe  said  vessels^ 
or  any  other  public  vessel,  hss  been  put  in  requisition 
for  the  conveyance  of  General  Santa  Anna  to  Mexico, 
or  elsewhere;  and,  if  so,  the  suthority  under  which  such 
requisition  has  been  made;  with  all  orders  to  and  fcom 
.  the  Department  relative  thereto." 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  hoped  this  amendment  would  not  pre- 
vail. Tbe  resolution,  as  modified,  called  for  all  the  infor- 
mation desired  in  relation  to  the  South  Sea  expedition; 
therefore,  he  could  not  see  tbe  neoeuity  for  the  gentle- 
man's amendment. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North   Carolina,  called  for  the 
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yeis  ftnd  nays  on  the  propooed  amendment  i  which  were 
not  ordered,  and  the  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  MRRCER  then  submitted  an  amendment  calling 
on  the  Secretar}'  for  a  list  of  the  officers  of  the  navy, 
with  the  dates  of  their  respective  commisstons,  and  the 
number  of  years  each  had  been  at  aea,  since  the  year 
1814. 

Mr.  JARVIS  suggested  that  it  would  be  more  proper 
to  move  ^lis  as  a  separate  resolution.  The  information 
required  by  it  could  not  be  obtained  for  a  eonstderable 
time,  and  would  prevent  an  early  answer  being  made  to 
the  original  resolution.  Af^er  a  few  words  from  Mr. 
MERCER,  his  amendment  was  disagreed  to.  The 
resolution,  as  modified,  was  then  agreed  to. 

The  House  then  passed  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

.  SUSAN  DECATUR. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
joint  resolution  granting  a  pension  to  Susan  Decatur, 
widow  of  the  late  Commodore  Decatur. 

"Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  Hmue  of  Repreuniativet  of 
the  United  States  ofJUmerioa  in  Congress  assembled^  That 
Mrs.  Susan  Decatur,  widow  of  the  late  Commodore  S. 
Decatur,  be  paid  from  the  navy  pension  fund  a  pension 
fur  five  years,  commencing  from  the  30th  June,  1834» 
in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  concerning 
naval  pensions  and  the  navy  pension  fund,  passed  30lh 
June,  1834;  the  said  pension  not  to  be  liable  for  her 
responsibilities  on  account  of  the  debts  of  her  late  hus- 
band} provided  that  the  said  pension  shall  ceaae  on  the 
death  or  marriage  of  the  said  Susan  Decatur." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  WASHINGTON  to 
amend  said  resolution  by  striking  out  the  words  <  <  the 
said  pension  not  to  be  liable  for  her  responsibilities  on 
account  of  the  debts  of  her  late  husband,"  and  inserting 
in  lieu  thereof  the  following:  "  and  that  she  be  allowed, 
from  said  fund,  the  arrearsges  of  the  half  pay  of  a  post 
captain  from  the  death  of  Commodore  Decatur  to  the 
30th  June,  1834,  together  with  the  pension  hereby  al- 
lowed her." 

To  which  amendment  the  following  was  offered  by 
Mr.  MERCER,  and  accepted  by  Mr.  W.:  ••  And  that 
the  arrearage  of  said  pension  be  vested  in  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  in  trusr,  for  the  use  of  the  said  Susan 
Decatur." 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  commit  the 
resolution  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  AfTairsi  which 
was  lost. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Washiitotov  was  then  agreed 
to;  and  the  resolution,  as  amended,  was  then  engrossedi 
read  a  third  time,  and  pissed^  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurrence. 

DAVID  KILBOURN. 

The  '•  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Kilbourn"  was  then 
taken  up. 

This  bill  had  passed  the  committee,  and  was  on  its 
engrossment.  The  case  was  a  well-known  one,  had 
been  for  several  years  before  Congress,  and  been  more 
than  once  rejected,  and  repeatedly  set  aside.  Kilbourn 
alleges  that  he  was  a  Canadian  spy,  and,  after  much  suf* 
fering,  succeeded  in  escaping,  with  the  total  loss  of  his 
property  by  confiscation. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  asked  for  theyeasand 
pays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HOWELL  called  for  the  reading  of  the  bill  and 
report;  which  was  ordered. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  WARD  WELL,  the  ques- 
tion was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  83, 
nays  65. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time  to-morrow. 

After  taking  up  and  disposing  of  some  other  busi- 
ness. 

The  House  adjourned. 


SATumsAT,  Fbbbvabt  4. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Virginia,  by  leave  of  the  Houm 
from  the  select  committee  to  investigate  sbuses  in  tb 
executive  departments,  reported  the  following  resolti 
tion: 

Re&olvedt  That  the  chairman  be  directed  to  ask  Ih 
House  of  Representatives  for  an  order  to  print  so  imo 
copies  of  the  journal  of  the  committee  is  they  m^ 
think  proper  to  order  for  the  use  of  the  members,  to  b 
printed  and  laid  on  their  tables,  with  their  report,  no 
exceeding  1,030  copies. 

Mr.  G.  explained  that  this  resolution  was  introduce 
with  a  view  to  have  the  journal  of  the  committee  print 
ed,  and  kept  in  possession  of  the  committee,  to  be  Iii 
before  the  House  at  the  same  time  they  made  their  r( 
port.  If  this  was  not  done,  it  would  tske  some  timet 
have  the  journal  printed  after  the  report  was  msdc 
consequently,  it  would  delay  the  action  of  the  House 
as  it  might  be  some  days  afler  the  report  was  made  b< 
fore  this  journal  could  be  printed  and  laid  upon  \\ 
tables  of  members. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  inquired  what  number « 
copies  the  res6lution  proposed  to  print. 

Mr.  GARLAND  replied  that  it  was  not  slated  on  th 
face  of  the  resolution;  but  it  was  the  intention  of  tb 
committee  that  the  usual  number  should  be  printed. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  then  moved  an  amendmrni 
that  the  number  to  be  printed  should  not  exceed  1«(K>C 
which  was  agreed  to;  and  th«  resolution,  u  amended,  vi 
then  adopted. 

KERN  AND  GEORGE. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  tb 
unfinished  business,  being  the  resolution  reported  b] 
Mr.  D.  J.  PxAKcx,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerct 
as  follows: 

<<  Resohedf  That  the  memorial  of  John  Kern  and  Job 
D.  George,  be  referred  to  the  First  Comptroller  of  th 
Treasury,  to  be  by  him  transmitted  to  the  collector  i 
the  port  of  Philadelphia,  wIh>  is  hereby  directed  t 
settle  the  claim  of  said  Kern  and  George,  for  services,  i 
clerks,  by  them  performed,  in  carrying  into  effect  th 
18th  section  of  the  tariff  act  of  July  14, 1832,  accordin| 
to  agreement.'' 

Mr.  Peabce  had  moved  the  following,  ss  a  subM 
tnte  for  the  original  resolution: 

•'  Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  d^ 
charged  from  the  further  conMeraUon  of  the  uibjed 
and  that  the  same,  with  the  repoK  of  the  committee,  b 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  settK 
ment." 

The  question  pending  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Cif 
JoBHBov  to  refer  the  whole  subject  to  the  Codidi 
tee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  referred  to  the  Isw  of  ^^ 
showing  that  under  iU  provisions  the  officers  in  questio 
were  bound  to  give  their  whole  time  to  their  duti« 
without  any  extra  compensation.  The  reason  of  the  »' 
was  obvious,  being  to  prevent  persons  from  ncglectin 
the  public  business  during  office  hours,  for  the  purp<M 
of  getting  extra  compensation  for  doing  the  work  out  < 
office  hours.  ^ . 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  hoped  no  more  time  woiiw  o 
consumed  upon  it,  but  that  it  would  be  referred,  wr« 
ommended  by  the  Committee  on  Commerce.  . 

Mr.   SUTHERLAND   remarked,  they  ^m  7«"j 
wasted  more  money  in  discuming  it  than  the  whole 
ject  was  worth.     He  contended  that  it  was  unn«5*7^ 
to  send  it  now  to  any  committee  of  the  House,  wnc 
the  facts  had  been  fully  elicited.  ,   •., 

Mr.  McKAY  could  not  see  the  propriety  «'  r«7"^| 
it  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  be  J'*° » ...tj 
expressed  his  opinion  of  the  Uw,  that  it  did  not  iuib* 
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riie  the  payment  to  be  DMde  by  bimt  wnd  the  House 
coaid  not  tnkrge  the  powers  of  a  law  by  a  aiDple  reso- 
ivtioiu  He  wook)  prefer  referring^  it  back  to  the  Com- 
BiUee  on  Coamiefee^  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill 
enbmciiifr  the  claim. 

Mr.  WHITTLBSETt  of  Ohio,  concarred  with  the 
|[entIemM  from  Pennsylvania,  that  it  was  unneceaiary 
oov  to  lead  this  sabject  to  a  committee,  and  for  the  rea- 
am  itited  by  that  gentleman. 

The  laoUoo  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  of  Claims 
VIS  rejected. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  then  moved  to 
refer  ibe  mbject  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  with 
iiiitrvetioni  to  report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  cUiro- 
iaU.  Loit. 

Hie  iiaendment  of  Mr.  PaimcB  was  then  put,  and 
ifreed  tis  63  to  58. 

Mr.  CAMBBBLBNG  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
bit  Totr,  u  be  wbhed  to  move  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  for  lettlement  ** 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  and  Mr.  PBARCE  said  there 
vooldbeoo  objection  to  strike  out  these  words;  and 
Mr.  E.  WHITTLE3BT  suggested  that  the  amendment 
be  igreed  to  by  general  centent. 

Mr.  McKAT  flKwed  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the 
table;  vbicb  was  agreed  to:  Yeas  63,  nays  62. 

The  House  then  passed  to  the  private  orders. 

DAVID  KILBOURN. 

"  BUI  for  the  relief  of  David  Kilbourn,"  on  its  third 
Riding. 

Afier  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  HARDIN,  8T0RER, 
W&BOW&LL,  HOAR,  PARKER,  and  BRIGGS, 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  moved  the  previous  question  t  which 
nt  seconded  by  the  House,  and  the  main  question  or- 
dered to  be  put. 

Mr.  HARDIN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
Mia  qoestioni  which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  83, 
■fi73. 

8o  the  bill  wu  pasted. 

ROBERT  WALN. 

Tlie  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
^  tbe  relief  of  Robert  Wain;  the  question  being  on  or- 
^tfig  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

A  debite  ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  INGERSOLL, 
McKlM,  JARVIS,  LAWRENCE,  G.  LEE,  HARPER, 
RARDIN,  CAMBRELENG,  PARKER,  and  PHIL- 
LIPS,  participated. 

When  Mr.  ROBERTSON  moved  to  recommit  the  bill 
lo  the  Conmiltee  of  Ways  and  Means,  with  instructions 
to  report  a  general  bill  to  regulate  the  principles  on 
*tich  it  may,  in  their  opinion,  be  just  and  expedient  to 
^nit  the  duties  on  merchandise. 

1^  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  CAMBREL- 
pG,  PARKER,  LAWRENCE,  D.  J.  PEARCE,  Mc- 
Km,  PHILLIPS,  and  HARPER. 
.  Mr.  McKENNAN  moved  that  the  House  do  now  ad- 
jMm,  but  withdrew  his  motion  in  order  to  sflTord  op- 
P^ni'y  to  the  committee  of  five,  appointed  on  a  former 
^7i  to  make  their  report  in  relation  to  the  counting  and 
wcUntion  of  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice  President 
^  the  United  States {  which  report,  on  motion,  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

COMMITTEE  OF  INVESTIGAllON. 

Mr.  PEYTON  asked  the  indulgence  of  the  House  to 
!^«c  a  matter  personal  tot  himself,  which  had  appeared 
n  the  olBdal  journal  of  this  mornuig. 

UtTe  being  given, 

Mr.  PEYTON  rose  and  said:  The  House  would  bear 
y^  vitncti  that  he  had  not  been  in  the  habit  of  annoy- 
*^them  with  matters  personal  to  himself  which  occur- 
'^  out  of  doors.    Now,  however,  he  felt  bound  to  re« 


quest  a  moment's  indulgence,  not  so  much  on  his  own 
individual  account,  as  because  it  was  due  to  the  commit* 
tee,  and  to  the  House  of  which  be  was  a  member.  He 
(Mr.  P.)  referred  to  a  statement  which  had  appeared  in 
the  Globe  of  this  morning,  which  was  as  follows: 

'*If  this  statement  be  true,  or  even  approach  the 
truth,  it  is  evident  that  a  gross  outrage  waa  committed 
by  Mr.  Pittov  towards  a  witness  summoned  to  testify 
before  the  committee,  and  therefore  under  its  protec* 
tioni  and  an  act  of  such  disrespect  to  the  committee  it- 
self as  should  have  subjected  Mr.  Psttoit  to  its  sever* 
est  censure." 

The  statement  of  Whitney  alluded  to  was  not  only  un- 
true, but  it  did  not  even  approach  the  truth.  In  answer 
to  it,  nothing  more  was  necesssry  for  him  to  do  than 
simply  to  state  to  the  House  the  facts  of  the  case,  as 
they  appeared  upon  the  journal  of  the  committee. 

It  would  be  sufficient  to  state  that  his  friend  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  HAMsn,]  though  differing  from  him  (Mr.  P.) 
in  politics,  moved,  on  the  conclusion  of  the  occurrence 
in  question,  a  resolution  of  censure  against  Reuben  M. 
Whitney  for  insulting  him,  (Mr.  P.,)  which  passed  unan- 
imously. The  committee  had  authorized  him  (Mr.  P.) 
to  publiah  this  resolution,  which  he  would  lay  before  the 
House. 

Extract  from  the  Journaiof  the  Committee  of  InvesHga- 
tion,  /.  Chtrtmdt  dunrman, 

•*  WxDiTKBDAT,  JonuoTy  25, 1837. 

«  By  Mr.  Pxttov.— Ques/ion  15.  Did  you  receive  any 
letter  of  recommendation  from  Roger  B.  Taney,  or  did 
he  in  any  manner  countenance  or  encourage  you  in  ap- 
plying for  the  agency  contemplated,  or  did  he  positively 
refuse  to  recommend,  receive,  or  countenance  you  in 
that  capacity,  while  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury 
Department? 

*<  Mr.  yiRvnmt.^Antwer,  I  decline  answering  this  in- 
terrogatory; more  particularly  as  the  individual  pro- 
pounding it  has  asserted,  positively  and  publicly,  that 
the  substance  of  the  latter  psrt  of  it  is  true,  beginning 
with  « or  did  be,*  8cc.j  therefore,  being  the  party  ac- 
cused, I  am  not  a  proper  witness.  I  think,  in  justice, 
that  the  individual  who  has  made  the  allegation  should 
be  called  to  produce  his  proof. 

*<  The  witness  was  desired  to  withdraw. 

"Mr.  Hixam  moved  that  the  foregoing  answer  to  the 
fifteenth  question  be  returned  to  the  witness,  being  no 
reply  to  the  interrogatory,  and  disrespectful  to  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee. 

**  The  witness,  (R.  M.  Whitney,)  immediately  after  the 
passing  of  this  resolution,  was  brought  into  the  commit- 
tee room,  out  of  which  he  bad  been  sent,  and  the  reso- 
lution of  censure  was  read  to  him,  (R.  M.  Whitney,)  and 
hia  answer  was  returned  to  him.  He  (R.  M.  Whitney) 
then  apologized  to  the  committee,  and  took  back  bis  an- 
sweri  after  which  he  peaceably  answered  the  next  ques- 
tion which  was  propounded  to  him,  and  such  as  before 
be  had  most  indecorously  refused  to  answer.  This  state- 
ment of  the  simple  fact  would  at  once  show  who  was 
wrong  in  the  occurrence  referred  to;  it  would  show  the 
unanimous  decision  of  the  committee  to  be  that  the  wit- 
ness was  wrong,  and  his  subsequent  apology  was  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  it." 

Having  stated  thusmuch,  which  he  (Mr.  P.)  flattered 
himself  was  an  ample  refuUtion  of  the  charges  implied 
in  the  Globe  and  other  papers,  perhaps  it  might  not  be 
unnecessary  to  relate  what  was  the  actual  occurrence 
on  the  occasion  referred  to.  His  friend  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Gamlaxd,]  and  every  other  member  of  the  com- 
mittee, would  do  bim  the  justice  to  say  that  be  (Mr.  P.) 
had,  in  the  first  instance,  treated  Whitney  with  aa  much 
cmirtesy  aa  be  would  have  shown  even  to  Chief  Justice 
Marshall  himself,  if  he  had  been  alive  and  there;  and 
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for  him  (Mr.  P.)  to  do  to,  when  the  course  and  conduct 
of  the  nwn  to  him  (Mr.  P.)  wtt  considered^it  required 
on  liis  part  no  little  ezrrtiun  of  philosophy.  He,  (Mr. 
P.,>  however,  had  dnne  so. 

From  the  time  the  witness  (R.  M.  Whitney)  first  came 
into  the  committee  mom,  he  (Mr.  P.)  hsd  put  shout  six- 
ty questions  in  regular  suecesston,  and  at  diffVrent  times, 
to  till  of  which  he  could  not  ^t  more  than  ten  or  twelre 
answers;  the  witness  threw  them  off*  contemptuously, 
denouncing  tliem  ss  inquisitorial;  snd  this  enntenrptuous 
e<»urse  he  (Whitney)  rep'-ated  d  4y  after  day,  and  night 
after  night.  It  was  manifest  that  he  (R.  M.  WliUney) 
had  totally  mtstsken  the  feelings  which  prompted  his 
(Mr.  P'a)  course,  and  from  this  indulgence  in  his  inso- 
lence he  made  a  miscalculation,  snd  went  at  length  too 
far«  no  doubt  he  imagined  that  because  his  card  in  the 
Globe  had  not  been  noticed  by  me,  therefore  1  was  to 
be  inaulted  with  impunity.  On  the  night  of  the  occur- 
rence («aid  Mr.  P.)  I  PUt  to  him  a  question,  in  order  to 
draw  from  him  the  truth  of  my  statement  which  he 
carded  me  for  mukingt  the  question  related  to  Mr. 
Taney 'd  refusal  to  couivtensnce  h*ni\  but,  as  on  for- 
mer occasions,  the  witness  would  not  answer,  affirming 
that  he  had  a  right  Xn  demand  from  me  proof  of  this 
matter,  as  I  had  sistcd  it  to  be  true.  Sir,  I  suffered  this 
conduct  to  pass  unnoticed  by  me,  bf*th  because  he  waa 
a  witness,  snd  because  I  d'd  not  wish  to  enter  into  person- 
al altercation  with  one  who  is  as  completely  bhielded 
from  the  notice  of  all  honorable  men  by  his  infamy  as  a 
mad  dog  is  by  his  hydrophobis.  Bur,  sir,  he  accumpa- 
nied  that  answer  with  a  sc«'wl,  a  frown,  an  insulting  look 
of  defiance,  directed  boldly  to  me  personally,  which 
perhsps  no  one  else  then  aaw.  I  appealed,  sir,  imme- 
diately to  ttte  Chair,  to  know  if  the  witness  should  be 
permitfed  to  insult  mei  I  walked  up  to  him,  and  said  1 
would  teach  him  better  than  to  insult  me;  that  I  would 
let  him  know  that  I  required  no  constitutional  privilege 
to  chastise  him  if  he  d«red  to  insult  met  that,  if  he  did, 
would  put  him  to  death  on  the  ^pot.  Sir,  I  used  language 
1  which  was  harsh,  for  I  was  excited,  an  any  man  would 
have  been  who  has  a  suul  within  him  fit  to  be  saved. 
The  Chair  called  to  ordrr,  and  1  took  my  seat.  He  says 
T  drew  a  piatol  upon  himi  it  is  false.  After  I  sat  down, 
he  rose  and  began  ugaini  I  walked  to  h  m  again,  and  he, 
at  that  moment,  seemed  as  it  he  was  about  to  use  a 
weapon:  he  had  his  hand  in  his  pocket,  and,  when  I 
Walked  up  to  him,  I  put  my  hand  in  my  bosom,  but  1 
drew  nothing  from  it;  every  one  present  believed,  from 
his  attitude,  he  wsh  armed  with  d«  ad'y  weapons.  My 
friend  from  Virginia  [\lr.  Wiaa]  interpusedi  the  witness 
was  willidrHwn,  and  the  committee  unanimously  pained 
a  resolution  censuring  his  insulting  behaviour.  Ai  soon 
as  1  could,  sir,  I  mude  an  apology,  which  I  felt  due  to 
the  committee,  for  having  been  transported  by  such 
provocation  to  lose  the  momentary  command  of  my  tem- 
per. The  witness,  on  being  again  brought  into  the 
room,  apolMg  sed  for  the  insult,  and  was  afterwsrds,  as 
he  hud  been  by  me  before,  treated  with  perfect  reapect, 
as  due  to  hia  position  as  a  witness.  I  think,  sir,  this  ex- 
planation and  statement  of  the  facts  is  due  to  the  com- 
mittee snd  to  the  House i  the  prompt  course  adopttd  by 
the  committee  is  alone  a  sufficient  refutntion  ol  the  false 
statements  which  have  rendered  this  explanation  neces- 
aaiy.  I  knew  what  was  due  to  a  witness,  and  I  felt  wha* 
was  due  to  myself.  1  do  not  envy,  sir,  that  wretch  his 
callousness  and  inaensibility,  who,  when  assailed  by  a 
ruffian,  would  nut,  without  regard  to  who  he  is,  resist, 
if  necessary,  force  by  force.  Grateful  to  the  House  for 
the  indulgence  which  it  has  accorded  to  me,  1  shall  not 
any  lunger  occupy  its  time  unnecessarily. 

Mr.  PxTToir,  having  concluded,  then  resumed  his  seat. 
l*he  resolution  of  the  committee  of  inveattgstion  waa 

len  read  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House. 


Mr.  WISE  then  roae  and  said: 

Mr.  Speaker:  I  requeat  the  same  indulgence  that  hi 
been  granted  to  my  friend  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Pii 
Tov;]  1  request  the  indulgence  not  so  much  mt  try  ov 
account,  personally,  as  in  respect  to  the  committee  < 
which  I  am  a  member.  I  wish  to  show  how  the  pr( 
ceedings  of  that  committee  have  been  misrepresrnte 
and  belied  by  that  infamous  wretch  who  has  pubii»he 
his  rsrd  in  the  Globe.  From  the  first  moment  he  (t 
M.  Whitney)  came  before  the  committee,  I  saw,  c 
thought  I  saw,  in  what  hia  examination  might  muttlH 
fore  its  termination.  It  may'  have  been  imaginstiim,  bi 
I  anticipated  hia  intentions  from  the  start.  He  was  ev 
dently  disposed  to  try  my  Ir^end  from  Teni«eneeafl 
myself.  He  had  felt  his  ws),  f.  r  some  time  beftre,  i 
the  Globe.  He  tried  our  patience  there  by  aticmp 
ing  to  draw  our  attention  towarda  him  by  his  ii  suit  n 
cards  and  piiragrapha.  We  both  had  failed  to  take  »n 
notice  of  hire;  we  could  not  recognise  him  as  a  gentieiM 
in  any  respect.  His  behsviour  and  manner,  when  h 
came  before  the  committee,  was  that  of  a  superciiiout 
self*important,  contumacious,  and  contemptuous  witnes 
Hia  answers  to  iuterrogaturiea  were  gi^en  in  aritin( 
He  would  write  hi<«  anawer  at  the  table,  and  then,  sit 
an  impudent  air  of  nonchalance,  would  fold  bis  tim 
cock  up  his  legs  against  the  wall,  and  cast  glsncei 
lull  oF  defiance  and  expreasive  uf  contempt,  st  n) 
and  my  friend  fiom  Tennessee,  as  if  snuoui  t 
insult  us  by  his  looks.  To  all  this  behaviour,  sir,  n*'t 
remark  was  applied  t  no  notice  of  his  insolence  a> 
takeni  we  treated  him  wiih  quiet  composure  snddrcei 
respect,  until,  emboldened  by  our  forbearence,  he  vei 
further;  he  behaved  woraet  he  tried  the  experiment* 
bemg  personal  in  his  answer.  His  course,  1  think,  vi 
tentstive;  he  wanted  to  see  how  far  he  might  dare  to  g< 
The  night  thia  occurrence  happened,  I  was  sitiinfTi  «>< 
several  of  my  colleagues  of  the  committee,  on  s  sufs  in 
corner  of  the  room,  on  one  aide  of  the  fireplace,  coi 
versing  in  perfect  good  humor,  in  a  way  certainly  vei 
agreeat>le  to  myself,  lelhng  anecdotes  in  whtapers.  Tl 
silence  which  reigned  was  broken  only  st  inierisit  I 
the  annunciation  of  an  interrogutory,  or  the  resdmg  i 
an  answer.  The  answer  to  the  question  which  ciius< 
the  affVay  was  announced i  the  attention  of  all  to  'I 
resding  of  it  was  called.  The  witness  was  sitting  at 
table  III  the  corner,  on  the  oppoaite  side  of  the  fire|>lft 
from  the  aufs«  a  lung  table  was  silting  in  fruniui  tl 
fireplace;  the  chairmnii  and  Mr.  Pbttox  were  fcitung* 
the  aide  next  the  fire,  the  former  towards  the  end  i<c 
the  so  a,  and  the  latter  towards  ttie  end  next  the  witnti 
The  clerk  was  sitting  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  t*^' 
The  back  of  the  chairman  was  tuward«  me,  and  whtnl 
read  the  answer,  and  Mr.  Pxxtuk  looked  around, 
brought  hia  (Mr.  f '»)  full  f«ce  tuwsrda  me.  Assvoimst 
answer  wsb  read,  1  looked  st  my  Inend,  and  saw  he  a 
flushed  with  excitemeot;  his  f«ce  beamed  with  iiidigi 
tiun;  no  one  coukl  mistake  his  feeling-.  He  fir&taddre 
ed  the  chairman,  by  saying,  **  Mr.  Cliairmnn,  I  wish  y 
distinctly  to  inform  the  witnesa  that  he  is  not  to  mn 
me  here."  He  was  proceeding,  when  1  arose,  snd  i 
marked,  **  Mr.  Chairman,  the  d  d  insolence  of  tl 
Witness  is  insiiffersble,  and  has  been  borne  longenuuglt 
He  had,  in  fsct,  Mr.  Speaker,  declined  to  answer  o 
question  because  it  waa  **  inquisitorial;"  and  becis 
snother  wss  "  inquisitorisl*'  he  declined  to  snswer  it,  >< 
hsd  rung  all  the  ctianges  upon  that  word  tilif  if  rr>^^ 
tion  could  convince  and  aupply  the  place  o(  truth,  oj 
migirt  have  believed,  from  mere  repel ition»  that  tl 
committee  wa«,  what  it  has  been  denounced  to  b 
worse  than  a  Spanish  inquisition!  Sir,  be  bad  rtceiv< 
bis  cue. 

But  to  proceed:  My  friend  rose  as  I  ottered  iw 
I  wotda  reapecting  the  wilncss,  put  me  back  with  btftn 
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tod  m^t  **  This  is  my  botinem.  Wise;  not  youra."  And 
be  wtlkfd  ilrmifi^t  up  to  the  witneM  where  he  nt,  and 
Hid  to  him  n^rly  these  words— I  will  endetvor  Xn  give 
hnrery  vords  however  hsrsh:  **  You  ttik  about  my 
ihitldinf  myRlf  behind  my  constituttonsl  privileges. 
Now,  I  tell  yoii  that  1  claim  no  conatttuiional  privileges 
to  pnilect  me  from  your  insults  in  my  presence «  and  you 
d— -d  thief  and  robber,  if  you  dsire  to  insult  me,  here 
orclwvhere,  to  my  face,  I  will  put  you  io  death  on  the 
spot!"  The  ehiiirman  bad  called  me  to  order,  and  I  had 
Ml  dovni  he  iromediaiely  called  my  friend  back  to  his 
irit(  for  it  It  but  due,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  the  chsirman 
to  uy  ihat  be  haa  dcme  his  duty,  in  all  respects,  on  that 
coffliBiuee.  My  friend  took  his  neat,  when  the  witness 
roM,  and  began  to  aay,  <*  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  been 
ftirnmonrfi  to  appear  before  thia  committee,  and  I  claim 
(If  proteetbn"— >Ile  did  not  finish  the  sentence  be- 
fore my  friend  rose,  and  told  him  to  sit  down.  *•  Sit 
down,  lir!  you  have  no  right  to  apeak  here  but  in  wri* 
tu>ir,  »nd  you  ahall  not  utter  a  word;  if  ymi  apeak  another 
vnri,  I  will"^-.Sr,  I  do  not  remember  here  exactly 
vbat  he  laid  he  would  do|  he  used  many  harsh  epithets, 
a)ch  n  "  d— ^d  acoundret."  The  wit  nest  uttered  not 
t  vord,  but  he  was  atandmg,  and  immediately  advanced 
b<i  left  foot,  and  put  hia  right  hand  in  hia  pantaioona 
Hfht  pticket.  I  waa  atanding  then  immedistely  behind 
iij  frifnd,  and,  seeing  Whitney  assume  this  attitude,  I 
viiked  quickly  around  the  end  of  the  table,  near  to 
Whitney's  left  side.  I  expected  him  to  draw  a  deadly 
vnpon  on  my  friend.  1  watdied  the  motion  of  that 
^Urm,  the  elbow  of  which  could  be  aeen  by  mei  and, 
M*!  it  moved  one  inch,  he  had  died  upon  the  spot! 
"fhit  vtt  my  determination.  Let  me  nut  be  misunder- 
^vtd  or  misrepresented.  I  mean  to  aay  that,  if  he  hsd 
^nvn  his  deadly  weapon  on  my  friend,  it  should  never 
li>*e  done  ita  execution.  I  considered  my  friend  in  immi- 
jwt  daager,  and  atood  prepared  to  arrest  it— to  prevent 
"ia  life  from  being  tnken  by  a  villain,  who  wore  every 
*Ppeannoe  and  aaaumed  the  very  attitude  of  an  inaidi- 
Jttiiwasiin.  Happily  1  had  no  occasion  to  interpose, 
oat  in  s  friendly  manner  to  force  my  friend  away,  who 
n<ii  lee-ng  the  position  of  the  witnesis  put  hi<i  hand  In 
l^iiboiom.  I  atepped  in  between  them,  took  hold  of 
Mr.  PiTTov,  caught  him  by  his  waistcoat,  and  closed  it. 
1  (oUhim  Whitney's  bloodMRras  not  worth  spilling,  and 
vu  not  fit  to  atain  Any  man— he  was  not  worthy  of  hia 
^^r.  My  friend  sat  down,  saying,  **  Yes,  be  is  worth 
my  soifce  when  he  comes  to  my  face  and  insults  me.  I 
*ouU  notice  any  d——d  dog!"  The  chairman  expos- 
(uUtrd  with  bim,  nnd  my  friend  replied,  •*  Ycm  have  not 
*p(n  him,  sir;  he  baa  been  looking  at  me— looking  at  me 
*>^iod  he  shall  not  look  at  me  affainl  I  submit  it  to 
J^*,  sir,  whether  1  have  not  treated  him  aa  if  he  were  a 
fmleman."  The  Chair  remonai  rated  againat  further 
<>i^order.  Whitney  had  not  uttered  a  word  after  he  waa 
^red  by  my  friend  to  be  silent,  and  did  not  until 
^^  he  had  retired  and  returned  to  the  committee 
'^■K-  Mr.  HAxam  bad  been  apeaking;  the  witncaa  waa 
'^qented  to  retire.  Mr.  HiMxa  offered  the  resolution 
y»i  have  heard  read«  it  pasaed  unanimously!  witneaa  was 
called  ini  the  chairman  returned  him  hiaoffenaive  anawer, 
*^  informed  him  of  the  rea«>lution,  and  he  immediately 
^' "  Mr.  Chairman,  if  I  have  been  disrespectful  to  the 
^nmittee,  I  regret  it,  sir,  and  spologtze  for  it."  The  clerk 
*ook  diwn  his  words  immediately,  unknown  to  moat  of 
^  members,  and  the  committee,  afterwarda,  when  Mr. 
niiia  was  about  to  move  to  inaert  the  witness's  apolu- 
STi  Withdrew  hia  motion,  becauae  the  committee  concur- 
1^  Msnimoualy,  1  thought,  that  the  clerk  had  cnrrect- 
7  recorded  it  already.     Thua  ended  the  whole  affair. 

1  *f nt  to  the  chairman,  to  Mr.  Haxbb,  Mr.  Mabtiv, 
|aA  Mr.  pAianaiB,  all,  I  think,  of  the  committee,  and 
^C^  them  not  to  adjouro  until  my  friend'a  excitement 


entirely  aubaided.  I  augireated  that  he  ahould  be  per* 
mitted  to  ask  another  queation  or  two,  and  that  the  com- 
mittee ahould  diacbarge  the  witnesa  before  it  adjourned i 
so  that  Mr.  Pbttov  might  become  calm,  and  not  retire 
at  the  aame  time  with  the  witness.  Thia  cmirse  waa 
adopted,  and  aucceasfully  pursued.  Whitney  came  back 
into  the  committee  room,  after  he  had  retired,  entirely 
humbled,  I  thought,  and  answered  the  next  question 
propounded  in  the  only  becoming  manner  be  exhibited 
at  alL  Such,  sir,  is  a  true  statement  of  the  whole  irana* 
action,  and  such  waa  the  part  in  it  which  1  bore«  I  put  it 
to  the  membera  of  the  committee  to  aay  whether  what 
Whitney  haa  pnbrtshed  of  my  conduct  on  that  occaaion 
ia  correct  I  whether,  with  tbe  exception  of  my  firat  de- 
nunciation of  hia  insolence,  and  of  my  afker  expretsion 
that  he  was  not  worthy  of  notice,  my  interpuailion  waa 
not  peaceful.  Sir,  I  acted  on  the  occasion  the  part  of  a 
pacificator.  He  aays  I  approached  him  with  my  friend 
to  ogle  hm  and  frown  him  down.  It  ia  true  1  did  sp- 
pntach  htm,  und  eye  him,  when  I  stispected  bis  design 
to  draw  a  weapon « 1  atood  ready  and  watchful  to  protect 
my  friend;  but  1  call  upon  every  gentleman  on  the  com- 
mittee, of  all  partiea,  friend  orfue,  to  aay  whether  I  have 
not  stated  the  facta  truly.  I  aay  that  no  part  or  parcel, 
jot  or  tittle,  of  the  atatement  of  that  infamoua  wretch 
(Whitney)  ia  true,  except  the  one  atatement  of  the  quea- 
tion and  anawer.  He  statea  nothing  aa  it  occurred,  and 
aomething  that  did  not  occur  at  all.  1  call  upon  the 
chairman  of  the  committee,  who  ahould  be  tbe  best  wit- 
ness, to  say  if  theae  are  not  the  facta. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Virginia,  aaid  that  it  waa  extreme- 
ly unpleasant  to  him  at  any  time,  and  under  any  circum- 
atance^  to  make  a  atatement  in  reference  to  a  peraonal 
controversy  (  but,  from  tbe  various  hues,  in  variouadiree- 
tionsb  which  had  been  given  to  the  tranaaction  referred  to 
by  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Wiaa,]  he  thougtit  it  due  to  the 
committee,  to  the  House,  and  to  the  country,  that  a  cor- 
rect statement  should  be  made.  Mr.  G.  said,  without 
expreaaing  any  opinion  in  regard  to  the  <*card*'  refer- 
red to,  or  any  other  part  of  the  tranaaction,  he  would 
aimply  aay  that  the  atatement  of  the  facta  and  circum- 
staiicrs  related  by  bis  colleague  waa  substantially  correct, 
and  detailed  very  much  aa  they  happened.  Some  things 
stated  he  did  not  seei  others  occurred  which  were  tunit- 
ted,  not  affecting  the  aubatantial  correctneaa  of  the  nar- 
rative. Mr.  G.  aaid  he  did  nut  see  the  scowl  and  con- 
temptuoua  look  which  the  gentleman  from  Tenneasee 
statea  Mr.  Whitney  to  have  given  hiroi  his  eyea  were 
turned  in  another  direction  at  the  time  it  is  said  to  have 
happened!  but  he  dtatinctly  remembers  hearing  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tenneasee  complain  of  it  at  tbe  time,  and 
as  the  principal  cauae  of  hia  excitement.  Mr.  G.  a»  d 
the  occurrence  waa  very  audden,  and  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  was  certainly  very  much  excited.  He 
said  that,  with  a  view  to  reatore  q*iiet,  he  atatcd  to  Mr. 
Whitney  that  a  question  would  ariae  aa  to  the  disposition 
of  his  answrr,  and  that  he  muat  retire;  which  he  did. 
After  Mr.  Whitney  had  left  the  room,  Mr.  Pbttoh  be- 
came more  tranquil,  apologised  to  the  committee,  and 
stated  tlut  he  had  been  very  much  excited  on  account 
of  the  inault  which  he  regarded  as  having  been  given  him 
in  the  anawer  of  Mr.  Whitney,  and  the  scowl  and  con- 
temptuous look  with  which  it  was  accompanied.  Mr. 
Whitney  waa  then  called  in,  and  the  resolution  of  the 
committee  in  reference  to  his  answer  read  to  him;  he 
then  apologized  tu  the  committee  in  the  terms  contained 
in  the  copy  of  the  journiil  of  the  committee  just  read. 

Mr.  GILLK T  said  he  roae  to  make  but  a  few  auK^Kes- 
tions.  The  situation  In  «ihich  he  stood,  as  a  member  of 
the  aelect  committee,  required  him  tu  make  a  few  re- 
murks  lest  hia  stlence  should  be  misconatrued.  It  would 
be  obvioua  to  all  who  frequently  attend  our  courts  of 
justice,  that  it  it  hardly  possible  for  nine  peraona  to  wit- 
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nets  ft  trantaction,  and  all  concur  in  g^ivlng  their  testi- 
mony concerning  it,  though  all  might  be  equally  and 
perfectly  honest.  Each  would  remember  the  part  that 
made  the  strongest  impression  on  his  mind — one  would 
pay  more  attention  to  the  words  spoken,  white  another 
would  particularly  note  the  gestures.  He  much  doubt- 
ed whether,  if  each  member  of  the  committee  should  re- 
tire to  his  room,  and  write  out  what  he  recollected  of 
the  transaction  in  the  committee  room,  any  two  would 
be  found  to  agree  upon  the  order  and  details  of  it.  It 
would  not  be  strange  if  they  diflfered  as  much  in  their  ac- 
counts as  Mr.  Whitney  difiered  in  his  with  either  g^entle- 
man  who  had  spoken  on  this  subject.  This  disagreement 
of  persons  in  their  accounts  of  what  had  transpired  was 
perfectly  reconcilable  with  honest  intentions t  conse- 
qucnttv,  he  should  not  impeach  ttie  character  of  mem- 
bers of  the  committee,  or  of  the  witness  who  was  before 
them,  if  all  did  not  concur  in  the  order  and  details  of 
what  had  transpired.  Unleu  we  can  agree  among  our- 
ielves  as  to  that  occurrence,  we  could  not,  with  any  pro- 
prietyi  condemn  one  who  differed  no  more  from  us  than 
we  among  ourselves. 

He  had  just  come  in  from  the  committee  room,  and 
did  not  understand  how  this  diseosalon  arose,  nor  the  pre- 
cise object  that  was  in  view.  He  presumed  it  was  intend- 
ed to  put  the  House  and  country  in  possession  of  an  ac- 
curate and  true  account  of  what  occurred  between  Mr. 
Pbttov  and  Mr.  Wliitney.  As  so  many  jarring  accounts 
had  gone  forth,  such  a  desire  is  not  without  reason  in 
its  favor.  He  had  not  heard  the  accounts  given  by  those 
who  preceded  htm,  and  hence  he  could  not  say  whether 
those  accounts  were  in  accordance  with  his  own  recol- 
lection or  not.  It  was  no  part  of  his  purpose  to  express 
an  opinion  at  this  time  of  the  correctness  of  the  state- 
ments of  others,  and  certainly  none  in  relation  to  state- 
ments which  he  bad  heard  only  in  part.  Nor  would  he 
now  express  any  opinion  concerning  the  card  of  Mr. 
Whitney.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wxsx] 
had  a  day  or  two  ago  given  notice  to  the  committee  that, 
when  the  report  should  be  made  to  the  House,  as  he 
understood  him,  he  should  bring  up  the  subject  of  that 
card,  and  should  deny  the  truth  of  all,  except  the  copies 
of  the  question  and  answer.  At  tliat  time,  and  not  at 
the  present,  he  expected  this  matter  would  come  up  as 
a  subject  of  discussion.  He  thought  the  committee  had 
not  generally  expected  it  to  come  up  to-day,  and  he  be- 
lieved they  were  not  generally  in;  but  if  they  were,  he 
strongly  doubled  the  propriety  of  members  rising  in 
their  places  and  making  verbal  reports  of  what  they  rec- 
ollected. He  thought  it  better  that  the  committee  should 
agree  among  themselves,  as  far  aa  they  were  capable  of 
doing  so,  as  to  what  had  transpired,  and  present  it  in 
a  tangible  and  definite  shspe,  so  that  it  would  command 
credence  wherever  it  went.  When  the  committee  shall 
agree,  the  country  will  feel  an  assurance  that  they  have 
arrived  at  the  truth. 

•If  we  cannot  agree  upon  the  facts,  how,  sir,  are  those 
who  report  what  we  now  say  to  agreed  Will  every  re- 
porter and  letter-writer  give  the  same  account  of  what 
we  affirm  in  the  matter^  He  thought  he  hazarded  noth- 
ing in  saying,  not  two  of  all  these  would  agree.  It  will 
be  ttte  same  with  others  who  hear  what  we  now  say. 
Nay,  sir,  before  we  leave  this  House  a  difference  of  rec- 
ollection will  be  found  to  prevail  as  to  what  we  have 
said.  By  to-morrow  we  shsll  find  a  very  wide  differ- 
ence in  this  respect.  As  the  news  of  the  debate  spreads, 
these  differences  will  multiply  in  proportion  to  the  dis- 
tance they  travel,  and  all  will  remain  in  uncertainty. 
Newspaper  readers  will  fall  into  the  errors  of  the  pub- 
lishers, and  while  one  part  of  the  community  will  be- 
lieve one  account,  other  portions  may  equally  believe 
others,  and  all  wide  from  the  truth.  Prom  these, 
among  other  considerations,  he  thought  this  manner  of 


placing  this  matter  before  the  public  was  highly  eioep- 
tionable. 

He  bad  entirely  abstained  from  stating  one  word  of 
what  did  occur,  as  he  recollected  it.  Before  be  ut 
down,  he  should  propose  a  resolution  in  these  vordi: 

Emhedf  That  the  select  committee,  of  wbicb  the 
honorable  Jmta  GimiAao  is  chairmaii»  be  directed  tore* 
port  to  this  House  the  feels  in  relation  to  the  difficulty 
that  occurred  between  Mr.  Pbttoit,  a  member  of  thtt 
committee,  and  Mr.  Whitney,  a  witness  called  before 
that  committee,  while  said  witncM  was  trader  eximiitt- 
tion. 

He  did  not  know  that  the  House  was  desirous  of  be* 
coming  acquainted  with  the  occurrence  referred  to;  bat 
if  it  was,  he  thought  this  would  b«  a  suitable  and  proper 
manner  of  obtaining  the  facts.  The  narrative  given  by 
the  witness  bad  been,  be  understood  from  those  wbo 
had  listened  to  gentlemen  wbo  preceded  hiin,  objected 
to  as  inaccurate  or  untrue.  If  the  committee  be  reqoi- 
red  to  report  the  facts,  the  correctness  of  this-ststeoient 
would  be  tested.  This  would  be  doing  justice  to  its 
author  and  to  the  objectors.  Then  the  public  mind, 
which  is  feverish  with  continued  excitement  on  ques* 
tions  of  a  disputed  character,  would  be  trsnquillised 
and  settled  on  one  at  least  Continual  talking  on  the 
subject  would  no  more  settle  this  question  than  it  hid 
settled  those  which  the  committee  were  ordered  to  in* 
quire  about.  True,  the  committee  cannot,  perbip«i 
report  the  intentions  of  those  who  were  the  principii 
actors  in  the  scene.  He  had  understood  these  inten- 
tions, in  whole  or  in  part,  had  been  already  eoniSDnici' 
ted  to  the  House.  He  presumed  those  wbo  had  f^one 
largely  into  details  did  not  intentionally  give  more  this 
what  was  recollected «  and  he  would  say  that  he  bid  not 
yet  heard  it  alleged  by  any  one  that  Mr.  Whitney's  tc- 
count  had  been  amplified  beyond  the  truth,  except  m  s 
single  word  in  the  relation  of  what  he  said  after  be  r^ 
turned  to  the  committee.  He  should  not  exprew  sny 
personal  wish  as  to  the  disposition  of  this  matter.  If '^ 
importance  entitled  it  to  the  conskleration  of  the  House, 
he  thought  the  same  reasons  wotild  impel  us  to  M«k  tJ|C 
undisputed  truth,  snd  place  it  before  the  public;  and  by 
that  let  those  who  have  made  statements  be  jodged. 

This  endorsing  or  denying  the  allegations  of  othen 
was  what  he  did  not  intend  to  do.  The  matter  ailtrmed 
to  be  true  or  untrue  might  be  misreported,  snd  jbe 
affirmation  be  made  to  cover  statements  never  intended 
to  be  vouched  for  or  denied.  From  differences  in  rec- 
ollection new  controverstes  might  arise,  giving  birth  to 
feelings  not  to  be  designedly  promoted  by  this  Housr, 
and  not  productive  of  good  any  where.  Thus  ^'» "? 
understood,  the  statements  of  facts  had  been  miogied 
with  much  other  matter  not  well  calculated  to  enaoie 
others  to  understand  them.  If  the  committee  should 
report  the  facts,  they  would  not  be  interspersed  •«« 
biting  and  criminating  epithets  heaped  upon  the  vit- 
ness,  having  nothing  to  do  with  what  transpired  in  ine 
committee  room.  He  thouglit  the  true  way  of  arnrmg 
at  the  truth  was  to  call  fur  it  in  an  authentic  ^o^m,  snd 
then  the  House  could  judge  where  the  blame  ouf^^" 
rest.  This  he  thought  due  to  all  parties,  snd  could  no( 
fairly  be  objected  to  by  any  one.  He  therefore  wouw 
send  to  the  Speaker  the  resohition  which  he  had  reaa> 
and  aak  the  House  to  adopt  it. 

[This  motion,  the  reception  of  it  being  objected  \fS 
was  not  in  order  at  this  time.]  . 

Mr.  WISE  then  again  rose  to  conclude  bis  rei^r^ 
which  he  had  not  finished  before  Mr.  Gfusr  roscv 
He  said:  Sir,  in  continuation  of  my  statement,  Vj^'^^a^u 
remark  that  my  friend  from  Tennessee  is  psrdonio 
for  much  he  said  and  did  on  that  occasion.  He  spo 
many  harsh  words,  but  under  the  strongest  exciieoj^"* 
We  both  looked  upon  Reuben  M.  Whitney  as  a  base 
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Dioion  of  ezectttiTe  power,  who  went  there  with  a  pre- 
dderaiioition  to  intuit  ai.  He  came,  backed  and  en- 
doned,  ind  prompted  by  the  highest  autborityi  to  brow- 
beit  and  Uuat  us,  and  to  trample  upon  the  power  of  a 
coooittee  constitutionally  raised  by  the  representatives 
of  (be  people  to  detect  and  expose  his  villanous  connez- 
iofl  with  the  ezecutiTe  branch  of  the  Government.  My 
friend  regtrded  the  wretch  as  a  mere  agent,  a  miserable 
tool  of  oUierK-otbers  the  highest  in  power.  It  was  too 
much,  »ir,  to  suffer  hts  authorized  insults.  My  friend 
did  not  treat  him  as  an  equal;  but  he  was  transported 
with  paaioo  at  his  insolence  and  effrontery.  He  did 
lod  wA  many  things  which  became  nut  himself,  but 
which  Whitney  richly  deserved.  As  soon  as  be  became 
Clio  and  coo),  he  apologised  to  the  committee  in  the 
moit  respectful  teroEis. 

The  geotleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Gilut]  ssys 
that  "  nany  things  which  Whitney  says  are  true."  I  re- 
pnt,  iir,  that  no  part  or  pareel,  jot  or  tittle,  of  bis  state- 
neot,  except  the  question  and  answer,  is  true;  it  is  whol- 
ly Uie  in  nutter  and  manner;  in  fact,  and  coloring,  and 
coDtext-emphatically  false— false  in  italics!  His  state- 
ment aa  to  bis  apology  when  he  returned  to  the  commtt- 
tte.  I  Teoture  to  say,  no  member  of  the  committee  will 
nnch;and  that  he  roakes^specially  a  marked  statement 
l>f  words  in  iulios.  In  this  be  is  wilfiiily  and  brasenly 
f«iie;  and  no  member  on  the  committee  can  endorse  his 
Mteoient  The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Gil- 
ut]  lays  be  will  not  undertake  here  to  make  a  state- 
iMDt  Sir,  I  care  not  whether  he  does  or  not.  I  have 
Bf  rtatement  confirmed  by  my  honorable  colleague, 
[Mr.  GiiLAn,]  and  that  is  all  I  want.  It  may  be,  sir— 
l<)o  not  lay  it  is  so— but  it  may  be  likely,  that  some 
ftodemsn  who  was  preaent  so  lost  his  wits  on  the  occa- 
s«  that  be  could  not  make  a  statement  if  he  were  to 
^^'  Nov,  it  is  proposed  to  couple  the  name  of  my 
^  in  a  resolution  with  that  of  R.  M.  Whitney.  I 
■^)  lir,  the  House  will  not  so  degrade  my  friend,  by 
weaaociation  even  of  names.  Whst!  couple  the  name 
■  a  TiUsio,  pennoned  for  his  perjury,  with  the  name  of 
Biut  PtTTOv,  in  the  aame  resolution!  gir,  if  you  had 
^Q  present  snd  witnessed  the  scene  of  that  night,  you 
voqU  bare  been  struck  with  the  immense  difference  be- 
twteo  the  twe  men.  1  will  tell  you  what  you  would 
^  Ren:  you  would  have  seen  the  high  elevation  of  an 
''■BBest,  bold,  courageous,  manly,  noble  disposition, 
nove  a  low,  base«  cowering,  cowardly,  dishonest 
*Ktcb.'  That,  sir,  was  the  only  spectacle  you  would 
^^t  wen.  And  1  aay,  sir,  let  tboic  of  the  two  classes  of 
ipinti  then  present  be  respectively  consorted  together 
"Wiiwnaatcd  to  each  other! 

1^-  RAMER  (a  member  of  the  committee)  said  that 
Beihoald  not  detain  the  House  with  any  remarks  of  his, 
*^  it  not  fo#  an  observation  that  fell  from  the  gentle- 
^from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Pbttoit,]  and  had  been  re- 
^^^  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  who  last  occu- 
Mthe  floor,  [Mr.  Wise.]  They  had  stated  that  the 
geQUeaum  from  Virginia  had  notified  the  members  of  the 
^vamittee,  that  when  thb  subject  came  before  the  House, 
u  would  csll  upon  them  to  pronounce  Mr.  Whitney's 
^d  faiae  in  every  part,  except  so  much  as  related  to 
^  proceedings  of  the  committee.  If  he  (Mr.  H.) 
*>*  remsined  silent,  after  whst  had  occurred,  it  might 
K  inferred  that  he  bad  borne  testimony  to  the  falsehood 
"f^^Sed.  He  did  not  intend  that  any  such  inference 
»^id  be  drawn.  He  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from 
^*  York,  [Mr.  Gilut/I  that  no  nine  individuals  who 
ngbt  be  present  at  an  a#«ir  of  this  kind  could  be  found, 
T°^vouklaiierwardBsUte  all  the  details  alike;  and  atthis 
^  he  wooki  not  go  into  deUils.  As  to  Mr.  Whitney's 
"csrd,"  be  would  neither  pronounce  it  true  nor  false, 
nc  bad,  aa  he  stated  in  conversation  with  the  gentleman 
^Virginia  the  other  day,  read  it  but  hastily,  when  it 


first  appeared;  and  he  had  not  taken  the  trouble  to  kwk 
at  it  since.  But,  as  he  was  up,  he  would  say  that,  with* 
out  going  into  particulars,  the  outlines  of  the  transac- 
tion, as  given  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  and 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  were  substantially  correct. 

He  thought  it  due  to  himself  to  state  what  had  been 
hit  own  course  in  the  matter.  When  the  excitement 
took  place,  and  the  honorable  chairman  called  "or- 
der,"  be  (Mr.  H.)  rose  and  commenced  making  a 
speech,  the  object  of  which  was  to  aid  the  chairman  in 
producing  order  out  of  disorder.  He  had  continued 
upon  the  floor,  occasionally  interrupted  by  other  gen- 
tlemen, until  he  closed  his  remarks  by  submitting  the 
resolution  which  was  unanimously  adopted  by  the  com- 
mittee. He  thought  the  resolution  due  to  the  commit- 
tee, due  to  the  individual  meml»er  involved,  snd  due  to 
the  witness  himself,  who  hsd  in  some  measure  provoked 
wbst  followed. 

His  (Mr.  U's)  opinion  was,  that  a  witness  called  be- 
fore a  committee,  having  an  interrogatory  propounded 
to  him,  ought  either  to  answer  or  to  decline.  If  he  de- 
clined answering  a  question,  that  was  enough.  He  had 
no  right  to  proceed  further,  and  make  remarks  shout 
the  committee,  or  an  individual  member  of  it,  which 
were  of  a  personal  character,  or  which  reflected  upon 
them  in  any  manner  disrespectfully.  Such  a  practice 
could  not  be  tolerated,  and  the  committee  were  unani- 
mously of  that  opinion. 

After  this  sudden  gust  of  passion,  this  momentary  ex- 
citement, the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  eipressed  his 
regret,  and  apologised  to  the  committee  for  what  had 
taken  place  on  his  part.  The  witness  was  called  back, 
and  apologised  to  ttie  committee  for  any  thing  he  Iwd 
done  of  a  disrespectful  character.  He  (Mr.  H.)  had 
hoped  the  whole  matter  would  have  remained  there;  but 
it  seemed  that  by  some  means  it  had  got  out,  and  was 
travelling  through  the  country  in  the  newspapers.  False 
and  exaggeratcrd  statements,  in  regard  to  it,  were  no 
doubt  circulated  in  public  journals;  and  although  he 
deprecated  all  discussions  of  this  sort,  yet  be  thought 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  perfectly  justifisble  in 
bringing  the  subject  before  the  House,  for  the  purpose 
of  making  a  statement  in  his  own  defence. 

Having  said  thus  much,  he  would  trouble  the  House 
no  further. 

The  House  then  adjourned.' 

MoKDAT,  FxaauABT  6. 

PRESIDENTIAL  ELECTION. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  informing 
the  House  of  its  concurrence  in  the  report  of  the  joint 
committee  appointed  to  consider  and  report  upon  the 
mode  of  counting  out  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  THOMAS  moved  that  the  House  concur  with  the 
Senate  in  the  report  and  resolutions  thereto  appended, 
as  reported  by  him  to  this  House  on  Ssturday  evening, 
as  follows: 

*'  The  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, *  appointed  to  join  such  committee  as  might  be 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  ascertain  and  re- 
port a  mode  of  examining  the  votes  for  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States;  of  notif>ing  the  per- 
sons elected  of  their  election;  and  also  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  ascertaining  whether  any  votes  were 
given  at  the  recent  election  contrary  to  the  prohibition 
contained  in  the  second  section  of  the  second  article  of 
the  constitution;  and,  if  any  such  votes  were  given,  what 
ought  to  be  done  with  them;  snd  whether  any  and  what 
provision  ought  to  be  made  for  securing  the  faithful  ob- 
servance in  future  of  that  section  of  the  constitution, ' 
report: 
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**  That  the  ihort  period  at  which  they  were  appointed 
before  the  day  on  which  the  votes  for  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States  have  to  be  counted, 
has  prevented  them  from  investigattn}^  ^je  facts  submit- 
ted to  their  examination  as  fully  as  mif^t  have  been  done, 
bad  more  time  been  allowed.  The  corsespondence 
which  has  taken  place  between  the  chairmtn  of  the 
committee  and  the  heads  of  the  different  departments  of 
the  executive  branch  of  the  Government  accompaniea 
this  report,  from  which  it  appears  that  Isaac  Waldron, 
who  was  an  elector  in  New  Hampshire,  waf,  at  the  time 
of  his  appointment  as  elector,  president  of  a  deposite 
bank  at  Portsmouth,  and  was  appointed  and  acting  as 
pension  agfent,  without  compensation,  under  the  authori- 
ty of  the  United  States;  that,  in  two  cases,  persons  of 
the  same  names  with  the  individuals  who  were  appointed 
and  voted  as  electors  in  the  State  of  Nortli  Carolina, 
held  the  offices  of  deputy  postmasters  under  the  General 
Government.  It  also  appears  that  in  New  Hampshire 
there  is  one  esse;  in  Connecticut  there  is  one  case;  in 
North  Carolina  there  is  one  case;  in  which,  from  the  re- 
port of  the  Postmaster  General,  it  ia  probable  that,  at 
the  time  of  the  appointment  of  electors  in  these  States, 
respectively,  the  electors,  or  persons  of  the  same  names, 
were  deputy  postmasters.  The  committee  have  not  as- 
certained whether  the  electors  are  the  same  individuals 
who  held,  or  are  presumed  to  have  held,  the  offices  of 
deputy  postmasters  at  the  time  when  the  appointment  of 
electors  was  made;  and  this  is  the  less  to  be  regretted, 
as  it  is  confidently  believed  that  no  chan|re  in  the  result 
of  the  election  of  either  the  President  or  Vice  President 
would  be  effected  by  the  ascertainment  of  the  fact  in 
either  way,  as  five  or  six  votes  only  would  in  any  event 
be  abstracted  from  the  whole  number;  for  the  commit- 
tee cannot  adopt  the  opinion  entertained  by  some,  that  a 
sini^le  illegal  vote  would  vitinte  the  whole  electoral  vote 
of  the  college  of  electors  in  which  it  was  fpven,  particu- 
larly in  cases  where  the  vote  of  the  whole  college  baa 
been  given  for  the  same  persons. 

**  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  second  section 
of  the  second  article  of  the  constitution,  which  declares 
that  *  no  Senator,  or  Representative,  or  person  holding 
an  office  of  trust  or  profit  under  the  United  States,  shall 
be  appointed  an  elector,'  ought  to  be  carried  in  its 
whole  spirit  into  rigid  execution,  in  order  to  prevent 
officers  of  the  General  Government  from  bringing  their 
official  power  to  influence  the  elections  of  President  snd 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States.  This  provision  of 
the  constitution,  it  is  believed,  excludes  and  diaqualifiea 
deputy  postmasters  from  the  appointment  of  electors; 
and  the  disqualification  relates  to  the  time  of  the  ap- 
pointments; and  that  a  resignation  of  the  office  of  deputy 
postmaster,  after  hia  appointment  as  elector,  would  not 
entitle  him  to  vote  as  elector  under  the  constitution. 

**  Should  a  case  occur  in  which  it  became  necessary  to 
ascertain  and  determine  opon  the  qualifications  of  elect- 
ors of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
the  important  question  would  be  presented — whst  tri- 
bunal would,  under  the  constitution,  be  competent  to 
decide?  Whether  the  respective  colleges  of  electors  in 
the  dtflTerent  Statea  altould  decide  upon  the  qualifications 
of  their  own  members,  or  Congress  should  exercise  the 
power,  ia  jt  question  which  the  committee  are  of  opinion 
ought  to  be  settled  by  a  permanent  provision  opon  the 
subject. 

*•  The  committee  at  present,  and  ia  part,  report  the 
following  resolutions: 

■*  RcBoived,  That  the  two  Houses  shall  assemble  in  tbe 
chamber  of  the  House  of  Representatives  on  Wednesday 
next  at  13  o'clock,  and  the  President  of  the  Senate  ahall 
be  the  preaiding  officer;  that  one  person  be  appointed 
a  teller  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  two  on  the  part 
of  tbe  House  of  Representatives,  to  make  a  list  of  tbe 


votes  as  they  shall  be  declared;  that  tbe  result  shsll  be 
delivered  to  the  President  of  the  Senate,  who  shall  an- 
nounce the  state  of  tbe  vote,  and  the  persons  elected,  to 
the  two  Houses  assembled  ss  aforeaaid,  which  shall  be 
deemed  a  declaration  of  the  peraons  elected  Prevdent 
and  Vice  Preaident  of  the  United  States;  and,  together 
with  a  list  of  votes,  be  entered  on  tbe  journals  of  tbe 
two  Houses. 

**  Booked,  That,  in  relation  to  the  votes  of  Michl|[an,  if 
the  counting  or  omitting  to  count  them  shall  not  etseit' 
tially  change  the  reault  of  the  election,  they  shall  be  re- 
ported by  the  President  of  the  Senate  in  the  fulloving 
manner:  Were  the  votes  of  Michigan  to  be  counted,  the 
result  would  be,  for  A  B  for  President  of  tbe  United 
States,  —.*—  votes;  if  not  counted,  for  A  B  for  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  <— ^  votes;  but,  in  eilber 
event,  A  B  is  elected  President  of  the  United  States. 
And  in  the  same  manner  for  Vice  Preaident." 

Mr.  MERCER  was  understood  to  make  an  inquiry  of 
the  chairman  [Mr.  Thoxas]  in  relation  to  the  fact, 
whether  any  votea  have  been  given  by  persons  not  com- 
petent, under  the  constitution  of  the  United  Sutei,  to 
vote  as  electors  of  President  and  Vice  President. 

Mr.  THOMAS  said  a  few  worda  in  explanation.  Tbe 
committee,  on  investigation,  had  found  that  there  were 
three  individuals  in  Ntirth  Carolina,  one  in  New  Hamp- 
ahire,  and  one  in  Connecticut,  elected  to  tbe  electoral 
college,  who  bore  the  same  name  with  those  of  indirld- 
usis  who  were  deputy  poatmaaters  under  the  (>enerat 
Government;  and  the  impreasion  on  the  mimls  of  the 
committee  was,  that  they  were  consequently  tbe  lame 
individuals. 

The  committee,  he  said,  came  to  the  conclusion  that, 
whether  tbeae  votes  were  counted  or  not,  tbe  ^neral 
result  would  not  be  sfFected,  and  they  did  not  fret 
themselves  suthorized  to  recommend  their  rejection. 
The  chief  reason  was,  that  it  would  be  a  veiy  delicate 
power,  to  be  exercised  on  tbe  psrt  of  Congress,  to  deter* 
mine  upon  the  qualification  of  electors  of  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  SUtes.  It  was  with  the 
committee,  also,  a  matter  of  considerable  doubt  whetb* 
er,  if  sucb  an  inquiry  ahould  be  gone  into,  it  did  not  be- 
long to  the  electoral  college  ttaetf  to  Judge  of  the  quali- 
fications of  its  own  members.  Tbe  committee,  howerrr, 
bad  expressed  a  very  decided  disapprobation  of  sny  offi- 
cer of  the  General  Government  participating,  in  tbe 
manner  these  gentlemen  bad  done,  in  the  eleciioo  of 
Preaident  and  Vice  Preaident  of  the  United  SUtea;  aod 
they  had  proposed  a  remedy,  by  either  giving  tbe  power 
to  reject  to  the  college  or  to  Congress,  as  nigbt  be 
deemed  most  expedient. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  stated,  in  addition,  what  bsdbeeo 
omitted  by  tbe  gentleman  from  Mar>land,  that  H  appcsr- 
ed,  from  examining  the  list  of  reappointments  of  deputy 
postmasters^  that  the  gentlemen  referred  to  had  probS' 
blyall  resigned  before  they  gave  in  their  votes  for  Prei* 
ident  and  Vice  President. 

Mr.  THOMAS  had  not  adverted  to  that  fact,  because 
the  committee  came  unanimously  to  the  conclaai'>n  tbat 
they  were  not  eligible  at  the  time  they  were  elected, 
and  therefore  the  whole  proceeding  wu  vitiated  n 
initio, 

Mr.  CRART  called  for  a  division  of  the  qoestion.  He 
wsa  disposed  to  vote  for  the  first  clause  of  tbe  resolution, 
but  not  for  tbst  part  which  made  a  disposition  of  the 
electorsl  votes  of  the  State  of  Michigan.  He  thought 
that  Michigan  ought  to  be  placed  on  an  equal  f^^^^ 
with  the  original  States.  The  resolution  made  s  disttnc* 
tion  in  the  votes  unfavorable,  snd,  as  be  conceived,  unjiuit« 
to  his  own  State.  Michigan  was  now  a  sovereign  SisM 
of  tbe  Union»  and,  if  the  election  of  President  sbouM 
come  before  the  House,  she  would  be  entitled  to  ft  vols 
in  her  sovereign  character. 
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When  Imittna  was  in  an  analopoiit  position,  her  elcc- 
tsnl  volfs  were  received  and  counted.  It  waa  true  tliat 
the  TotM  of  MiaoNri,  in  1831»  were  placed  in  the  tame 
position  that  thoae  of  Mtebignn  now  arei  but  on  the 
ground  lolely  that  Mitaouri  waa  not  a  State  of  the  Union 
at  the  time  the  electoral  rotea  of  the  States  were  count- 
ed. Michigan  waa  now  in  the  Union,  and  Congreta 
oofhtnot  top?aee  her  votea  in  a  poaiiion  ao  equtVocai 
u  ttiey  were  found  in  the  reaohition  before  ua.  They 
were  not  rejected  by  it,  nor  were  they  received*  He 
(hoofhc  tikj  ou||^t  to  be  received,  and  to  enable  him  to 
eiprefl  that  opinion  hm  bad  moved  a  division  of  the 
^tfstion* 

The  resolutiom  were  then  severally  concurred  in 
viibout  a  dhrision. 

COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 

The  Hooae  then  proceeded  tQ  the  unfinished  busineas» 
being  {^  petition  preaented  on  Monday  last,  froai  citi- 
um  of  the  Slate  of  Kentucky,  praying  iit>eral  •  pecu- 
Bwy  tid  from  Congreaa  in  favor  of  the  objecta  of  the 
Coloflizatioo  Society. 

The  uid  petition  bad  been  referred  to  ihe*Committee 
01  Foreigo  Affairai  and  the  question  now  pending  was 
ibe  motion  heretofore  submitted  by  Mr.  AiuMs,to  rccon* 
t^  ibe  note  by  which  the  petition  bad  been  referred 
to  (be  nid  committee. 

Mr.  HUNTSMAN  moved  the  previouii  queatiom  but 
tithdrev  the  motion  at  the  suggeatien  of   ^ . 

Mr.  CALHOON,  on  his  promise  to  renew  the  sanie. 

Hr.  C.  said  he  felt  it  due  to  the  individuals"  whose 
cifHs  were  attached  to  the  petition  to  aay.  froih  his.own 
boviedge,  that  they  weie  gentlemen  of  the  firsl  re* 
ipcciibiltty,  and  he  was  sure  that  not  a  aingle  man 
taoDgit  them  could  be  charged  with  abolition.  He  did 
act  think  that,  in  his  whole  congressional  district  in  the 
Siite  of  Kentucky,  there  waa  a  aingle  abolitionist.  If 
(here  »aa,  be  (Mr.  C)  did  hot  know  him,  Foa  himself, 
^dtd  not  think  that  there  was  any  connexion  between 
^  Colooizttion  Society  and  the  abolition  of  slarery. 
Uethould  be  gratified  that  the  memorisl  should  be  re- 
I'^td.  And  he  would  now,  according  to  promise, 
^ne«  the  call  for  tbe  previous  question. 

Mr.  PATl'ON  moved  to  lay  tbe  motion  to  reconsider 
«lbet»ble. 

.Mr.  ADAMS  asked  of  the  candor  of  tbe  House  to  per- 
mit bin  lo  ssy  a  few  worda. 

.  I^ie  SPEAKER  anid  that  neither  the  call  for  the  pre- 
viouf  q.ieaion  nor  tbe  notion  io  by  911  tho  table  could 
^<^etttted. 

After  lome  deaultory  conversation  aa  to  th^  eitect  of 
**t  notion  to  lay  on  tbe  table  the  motion  tp  reconsider, 
»>  »lHcb  Messrs.  PATXON,  DENNY,  MERCER, 
ADAMS,  and  PINCRNEY,  participated,  . 

Ibe  question  on  the  motion  to  lay  the  motion  to  re* 
^«>der  on  the  tabje  was  taken,  and  decided  m  tbe  af- 
H^wive:  Teas  121,  nays  not  counted.    ' 

So  (be  motion  to  recooaider  waa  laid  on  the  table. 

A  HiaiUr  petition,  preaented.  on  Monday  last,  came 
^P  s«  tiie  unfiniabed  busineas,  on  the  motion  to  refer 
^  n«e  to  tbe  Committee  on  Foreign  -Afiaitrs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JARVIS,  tbe  whole  subject  was  hid 
*iiieuble.  .       ^ 

ABOLITION  OF  SLAVERY. 

Petitions  and  memoriala  being  called  for  in  the  order 
«  suiei  sod  Territoriea, 

Mr.  CU9H1NG  aaid  he  was  charged  with  a  commis- 
!*»  of  tome  delicacy,  reapecting  which  he  craved  the 
I'^^fenee  of  the  House.     It  happened  that  ih  htsilia- 

•k?w!'**  **""  ■**  l?'**^'7  outnumbered  the  other,  and 
j^^ler  half  of  creation  waa  no  half  at  all;  if  was  two 
**'»;  80  that  he  was  probably  the  immediate  re  pre- 
*^«UtiTe  of  more  iadlea  than  any  other  member  of  the  1 
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House.  In  obedience  to  the  wishes  of  his  fsir  constitu- 
ents, whom  it  was  st  all  times  his  pleasure  to  serve,  he 
had  to  present  petitions  praying  for  the  abolition  of  sla- 
very and  tlie  slave  trade  in  the  Drstrict  of  Columbia, 
from  3,824  ladies  of  the  city  of  Lowell  and  the  towns  of 
Amesbory,  Andover,  Haverhill,  Newboryporf,  Heading, 
and  Salisbury,  in  the  State  of  Misaachusetts. 

These  petitions  were  accordingly  received  and  laid  on 
tbe  table,  without  debate  or  commitment,  under  the  res- 
olution of  the  House. 

Mr.  CUSHINOsaid  he  had  now  to  beg  pardon  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  his  nearest  neighbor 
at  home,  [Mr.  CrsnwAir,]  for  appearing  to  interfere  in 
any  way  with  that  gentleman's  concerns.  He  (Mr. 
CusaiHo)  was  not  aware  that  the  ladies  of  New  Hamp- 
sliire  hsd  sny  general  objection  to  the  propounding  of 
tbe  pretnou9  quegtUmi  but,  on  this  occasion,  they  had 
distinguished  htm  wi<h  their  preference,  so  far  aa  to  de- 
sire to  mske  him  their  organ  in  their  communications  to 
the  Houses 

Mr .  C  USB  MAN  signified  bis  acquiescence,  and 

Mr.  CUSHING  proceeded  to  present  petitions  from 
the  ladiea  of  Alstead,  Bedford,  Boscawen,  Canaan,  Con- 
cord, Durham,  Yranconia,  Gilmanton,  Groton,  Hampton 
Falls,  Han<^er,  Haverhill,  Hebron,  Henniktr,  Hillsbo- 
rough,  Keene>  Lancaater,  Lincoln,  Lyndeborough,  Mad- 
bury,  Mount  Vernon,  New  Hampton,  New  Market, 
Orange,  Raymond,  Salem,  and  Salisbury,  all  in  tlie  State 
of  New  Hampshire,  praying  for  the  sboliiion  of  slavery 
and  the  alave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia;  which 
petitions  were  severslly  received  and  laid  on  the  table, 
under  the  reaolution  of  the  House. 

Mr.  ADAMS  having  presented  certain  petitions  from 
other  States  than  that  of  which  he  is  a  repreaentative, 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  raised  the  question  of  order, 
whether  one  member  hsd  a  right  to  present  petitions 
from  other  citiaens  than  those  of  his  own  State. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  had  been  the  unifurm  practice 
of  the  Ilouae  that  a  member  miglit  preaent  petitiona 
from  any  State  in  the  Union,  provided  those  petitions 
were  bona  Jtde  sent  to  him  for  presentation  by  the  citi-' 
zens  interested  in  them.  If  one  ^member  were  to  trans- 
fer his  petitions  to  another  for  presentation,  tbe  queation 
would  then  come  up  in  a  different  form. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  appealed  from  the^deciston,  but 
withdrew  the  appeal. 

And  Mr.  ADAMS  having  proceeded  to  preaent  a  peti- 
tion from  ceriafn  inhabitants  of  New  Hampsliire, 

Mr.' BOON  renewed  the  point  uf  order;  and 

The  SPEAKER  having  repeated  his  decision, 

Mr.  BOON  took  an  appeal  therefrom. 

-The  appeal  wasdebsted  by  Measrs.  BOON,  HARDIN, 
MERCER,  VINTON,  LANK,  and  VANDERPOEL; 
when,  to  save  time,  Mr.  BOON  withdrew  the  sppeal. 

Mr.  CflAMBEItS,  of  Kentucky,  renewed  it. 

Mr.  PATTERSON  demanded  the  previous  question. 
*  Mr.  GLASCOCK  askid  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  to 
withdraw  the  motion,  on  a  {n'omise  to  renew  it,  so  as  to 
enable  him  (Mr^  G«)  to  submit  a  remark. 

Mr.  PATTERSON  did  not  withdraw  it<  and  the  House 
seconded  the  demand  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  or- 
dering the  main  question;  wliich  were  refused. 

And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now  tsken. 

Mr.  DAVIS  called  fi  r  the  yeas  snd  nays  on  the  msiin 
question;  which  were  ordered. 

And  the  main  question,  **  Shall  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  ef  the  Hou«ef"  was  taken, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  139,  nsys  39. 

So  the  House  affirmed  the  deciiion  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  wished  the  House  to  recollect 
that  more^ime,  thrice  told,  hitd  been  consumed  in  de- 
bating this  appeal  than  he  had  taken  up,  or  ahould  take 
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up,  in  presenting  all  his  petitions.  He  hoped,  tbere- 
fore,  the  House  would  not  hold  him  responsible  for  the 
consumption  of  time.  Mr.  A.  thereupon  presented 
sundry  other  petitions. 

Mr.  A.  stid  he  presented  the  petition  of  nine  Isdie*  of 
Fredericksburg,  in  the  Stmte  of  Virginia.  He  would 
not  name  ihttn,  becsuse,  from  the  disposition  which  at 
present  prevsiled  in  the  country,  be  did  not  know  what 
might  happen  to  them  \f  he  did  name  them.  Il  was  not 
a  petition  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  but  it  was  a  petition  praying  Cpngreas  to  put 
a  stop  to  (he  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia. . 

This  was  one  of  those  petitions  which,  had  seemed  to 
strange  to  him  when  he  received  it,  that  be  did  not  feel 
a  perfect  security  that  it  was  genuine,  and  to  which  be 
had  alluded  when  he  ftr^  began  the  presentation  of  his 
petitions.  It  was  sent  to  him,  purporting  to  be  the  pe- 
tition of  nine  ladies,  not  one  of  whom  should  -be  named 
by  him.  Whether  it  was  geniTme  or  not,  it  was  not  for 
him  to4etermine. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  under 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  held  in  his  hand  ft  ptper  on 
which,  before  it  yru  presented,  he  denired  te  have  the 
decision  of  the  Speaker.  It  was  a  petHion  from  twenty- 
two  persons,  declaring  themselves  to  be  slaves.  He 
wished  to  know  whether  the  Speaker  considered  such  a 
petition  as  coming  within  the  .order  of  the  House. 

The  SFEAKBR  said  he  could  not  tell  until  lie  bad  the 
contents  of  the  petition  in  his  possession. 

Mr.  AD\MS  said  that  if  the  paper  was  tent  to  the 
Clerk's  table  it  would  be  in  possession  of  the  House, 
and  if  sent  to  the  Speaker  he  would  see  what  were  its 
contents.  NoW,  he  (Mr.  A.)  wished  to  do  nothing 
except  in  submission  to  the  rules  of  the  House.  This 
psper  purported  to  come  from  slaves,  snd  it  was  One  of 
those  petitions  .which  had  occurred  to  bis  mind  as  not 
being  what  it  purported  to  be.  It  was  signed  partly  by 
persons  who  could  not  write,  by  making  their  markib 
and  partly  by  persons  whose  bsndwriting  would  mani- 
fest that  they  had  received  the  education  of  slavesiand 
the  petition  declsred' itself  to  be  from  slaves,  and  he  was 
requested  to  present  it.     He  would  send  it  to  the  Chair. 

Mr.  LAWLER  objected  to  its  going  to  the  Qiiair. 

The  SPEAKER  said  thst  the  circumstances  of  the 
case  were  so  extraordinary^  that  he  would  take  the  sense 
of  the  House  on  (he  course  to  be  pursued. 

Mr.  LAWLER  wished  it  to  sppesr  on  the  Journal  that 
he  had  objected  to  the  paper  going  to  the  Chair.    . 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  gentleman  from  Mtfkttchu- 
setts  had  ktated  that  the  petition  came  from  elates;,  but 
It  had  not  been  sent  to  the  Clerk's  table.  It  was  the 
first  time,  in  the  recollection  of  (he  Chair,  that  persons 
not  free  had  presented  a  petition  to  this  House.  The 
Chair  wished  to  take  the  sense  of  the  House,  which  he 
bad  a  right  to  do. 

Mr.  HAYNESsaid  be  felt  astonisbed  at  the  course 
which  bad  been  pursued  by  the  honorable  genilensan 
from  Msssschusetts,  not  only  to-day,  but  every  day  for 
some  time  time  past,  whenever  petitions  were  preaentedt 
but  his  astonishment  readied  to  a  height \rhi<ni  he  felt  it 
impossible  to  express,  when  he  saw  (he  gendemsn  rise 
in  his  place  on  (his  floor,  and  offer  (o  present  such  a  pa- 
per as  this  had  been  described  to  be.  Mr.  H.  could  not 
tell  in  what  manner  he  would  meet  a  proposition  of  this 
kind.  It  m*ght  be  giving  it  more  attention  than  it  de- 
served, if  he  {Mr.  H.)  were  to  object  to  receiving  it. 
He  hsid  risen  mainly  to  express,  so  far  as  language 
could  express,  his  unfeigned  surprise  that  the  gentle  mnn 
from  Massachusetts,  or  any  other  gentleman,  should  ever 
have  made  a  question  on  a  paper  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  the  gentlemen  from  Georgia  to 
order,  on  the  ground  tbftt  he  was  malting  personal  re- 
flections. 


Mr.  PINCKNET  said  he  wm  opposed  to  a  protrsded 
discussion  on  the  subject,  which  could  only  lesd  to  vie* 
less  excitement  and  confusion,  the  matter  bef«re  the 
House  being  a  subject  for  action,  not  for  debate.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  act  promptly  and  decisively. 

Mr.  HAYNES  inquired  of  the  Chair  if  be  did  not  itiU 
bold  the  fl  nor. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
held  the  floor,  but  it  was  not  in  order  to  make  penonil 
allusions. 

Mr.  HAYNES  said  the  Speaker  was  aware  thit  be 
was  one  of  the  last  men  to  violate  the  rules  adopted  for 
the  order  and  government  of  the  Houses  It  wu  veil 
known  tbaty  from  the  coonneneeroent  of  tbeie  diiciii- 
sions,  at  an  early  day  in  the  last  session  of  Congress  up  to 
this* moment,  his  lips  had  been  cloaed  on  the  subject  io 
evrry  formi  because  he  had  thoujcht  that  the  iDeinben 
from  his  section  of  the  country  ahoold  be  among  the  kit 
to  seek  or  promote  discussion  upon  it.  But  he  would 
not  trust  his  feeKngs  to  pttr«u»  the  subject  further  uoder 
its  present  aspect,  extraordinary  as  K  wss.  The  (nte 
motion,  in  his  judgmeitt,  would  be  to  move  thst  thepf- 
ttiion  be  re]ecied,  subject,  however,  to  iu  withdrswil, 
if  the  House  should  become  further  enlightened  si  to  iti 
contents. 

Mr.  LEWIS  hoped  that  no  motion  of  that  kind  would 
come  from  any  gentleman  from  a  alaveboldtog  lectioo  of 
tbecoimtrv. 

Mr.  HAYNES  said  he  would  cheerfully  witbdnv  h4 
'motion. 

Mr.  LEWIS,  said  he  was  glad  the  motion  wsivHb- 
drawn.  He  believed  that  the  House  shook)  punish  k- 
verely  such  an  infraction  of  its  decorum  and  itsnile*; 
and  h^  called  on  the  members  from  the  slsveholdin; 
States  to  Collie  focward  now,  and  demand  from  tht 
House  the  punipbment  of  tbe  gentlemsn  from  Maoscbo- 
setts. 

Mr.  6RAKTLAND  would  second  tbe  motion,  snd  fo 
all  lengths  in  support  of  H. 

Mr.  LEWIS  said  that,  if  the  Hoose  wouM  inflict  no 
punishment  for  sueh  flagrant  violations  of  its  dignity  u 
(his,  it  would  be  better  lor  the  Representatives  fron  the 
slavehotdinir  States  te  go  home  at  once. 

Mr.  ALFOHD  inquired  if  the  gentleman  from  Miw- 
cliusetts  had  certainly  proposed  to  introduce  this  peti- 
tion. 

The  SPEAKER  ^id  tbe  member  from  Msmchuieits 
hsd  risen,  and  atsted  that  he  had  a  petition  coming  fnii 
slaves^  and  bad  inquired  of  the  Chair  whether  it  would 
come  under  theerder  adopted  by  the  House  in  reference 
Io  all  .petitions  and  papers  on  the  subject  of  slavery. 

Tbe  Clerk  hsving  been  directed  to  read  the  mioutct 
which  he  had  Uken  at  the'  time,  temd  as  folio vi: 

*<  Mr«  Adaxs  presented  the  petition  of  tventy*tvo 
persons,  declaring  themselves  to  be  slaves,  snd  wished 
to  know  whether  it  came  within  theofderof  the  House. 
Mr.  ALFORD  said  that^  if  the  gentleman  from  Nit* 
sachusetts  intended.to  present  this  petition,  he,  (Mr.  Ai- 
FORD,)  tbe  moment  it  was  presented,  should  mtfft,  ss  sn 
act  of  justice  to  the  South,  whieh  he  in  part  represented, 
and  which  he  conceived  had  been  treated  with  indigmiyf 
that  It  be  Ukeo  from  the  House  and  bumti  and  be 
hoped  that  every  man  who  was  a  friend  to  the  constitu- 
tion would  support  lum.  There  must  be  an  end  to  ihd 
constant  attempt  to  raise  excitement,  or  the  Union  could 
not  exist  much  longer.  The  moment  any  man  should 
disgrace  tbe  Government  under  which  be  lived,  by  pr<' 
senting  a  petition  from  slaves  prsying  for  emsncipat><>|'* 
he  hoped  that  petition  would,  by  order  of  tbe  House,  be 
committed  to  the  flames. 

Mr.  PATT.ON  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  toensble 
him  to  submit  a  motion  to  take  from  the  uble,  to  be 
hereafter  dispoKd  of  m  tbe  House  msy  decide,  the  p«' 
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peralretdy  pretented  b^  the  irentlcnian  from  MmmcIiu* 
Km,  and  which  had  been  laid  on  the  table  under  the 
fenhtioa  of  the  Hoaae;  be  alluded  to  the  paper  pre- 
ttiited  u  a  peiition  from  nine  ladiea  of  Fredericksburg^. 
He  (Nr.  P.)  would  state  in  hie  place,  and  on  his  respon^ 
ability,  that  the  name  of  no  lady  was  attached  to  that 
ptper.  H«  did  not  believe  there  was  a  sinjg^le  one  of 
tkca  of  decent  respeetabiffty.  He  believed  the  stpia« 
toret  to  be  genuine,  and  he  recogniaed  only  one  name 
which  he  hid  known  before,  and  that  was  the  name  of  a 
free  maltito  woman  of  the  worst  fame  and  reputatioiT. 
He  had  been  miaed  in  Fredericksburg,  and  believed  he 
wtt  io^amted  with  all  persons  of  respectability  resi« 
diQ;  there,  and  be  could  say  there  was  not  oee  respect- 
able name  attached  to  thia  pap^. 

Mr.  W.  THOMPSON  asked  that  the  petiHon  might 
be  read,  m  aa  to  render  the  gfentleman  from  Maasacbu- 
Ktti amenable  to  ttie  reaoluti(Mi  wtiicb  be  (Mr.  T.)  pro- 
pned  to  ofl^r. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was  not  in  order  at  thia  time. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  called  for  theyeas  and  nays  on  the 
■otioa  to  suspend;  which  were  ordered,  and,  being  ta- 
ba,  were:  Teaa  131,  nays  ^0. 

So  the  rule  was  suspended. 

Mr.  PATTON  said  he  waa  disposed  to  pursue  ss  kind 
ttd  rtipeetful  a  oourse  to  the  gentleman  from  Massa* 
cbinetta  u  the  cirounsstances  of  the  caae  would  admit, 
•>  i^  as  related  to  the  particular  qucstloD  iiefore  the 
HaoK« 

The  potlcmao  from  Maanobusetts,  before  presenting 
(biipetttioo,  had  stated  that  he  did  not  know  who  .these 
iadindaals  weret  he  did  not  know  thei^  claims  to  the 
toiMideration  of  this  House,,  or  to  hit  own  agency  in  pre- 
MtinSthe  petition.  Mr.  P.  thought  it  was  ^o  be  re- 
pettd  that  the  gentleman  from  Massaclutsetts  had  not 
tlMMght  proper,  bat,  oo  the  oontraryf  had  refused,  to 
permit  him,  (Mr.  P.,^  coming  from  the.  town  fffom  which 
tint  paper  purportco  to  come,  eh  a-  eubje«l  which  the 
fcalleman  knew  the  people  whom  he  (Mr.  P.)  repre- 
*>ted,  tt  well  aa  bimaelf,  felt  a  deep  end  exciting  inter- 
a<i  to  see  the  paper  before  it  had  been  preaented.  He 
(Mr.  p.)  could  not  permit  himself  to  believe  that,  after 
>^|  to  bteib  M  he  (Mr.  P.)  would  have  atated  private- 
|Ti  what  he  bad  since  elated  publiely,  the  gentleman 
nen  MaMchoactta  would  heveK  persisted  id  being  the 
0^  through  whoin  aucb  a  petition  should  be  present. 
^'  He  (Mr.  P.)  woiild  again  atatCt  oo  bis^honor  and 
*^(7  aa  a  man,  that  he  did  not  believe  that  there  waa 
^  iVBaiore  of  any  dceently  respeetable  ii|divkliial  in 
f'sdenckaburg  ettecbed  to.  thia  paptefi  that  the  onfy 
^  he  recognised  was  .that  of  a  oniiattp  free  woman  of 
"'^UBOBi  character  I  and.  he  believed  that  the  namea  of 
^hen  were  the  namea  of  free  negroea,  >ll  of  whom  be 
K^fed  to  be  bad.  He  ibcfefore  moved  that  the  paper 
*^  had  been  received  and  laid  on  the  table'JhouM  be 
^  from  the  table  and  returned  to  tlie  gentleman 
^  Mssmchuaetts. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  aaid  that,  as  he  bad  just  voted  againat 
"Ending  the  rales  on  the  motion. of  bis  colleague, 
l^'  Pattov,]  and  had  found  hiosself  voting  with  those 
*bo,  fron  their  local  situation,  might  be  suppdsed  liot 
^  fcf  1  with  him  on  the  very  delicate  and  vital  aubject 
*ov  before  the  House,  and  as  bis  name  had  not  been 
J^orded  with  the  namea  of  thoir  with  whom  be  knew 
^  did  feel  and  act  subsiantially  in  every  important 
||>Mter  peculiar  to  the  South,  and  especially  in  regard  to 
oe  aubjeet-matter  now  before  the  House,  it  became  him 
*•  five  the  reaaon  for  his  vote.  II  was  this:  He  wished 
^diwKMe  of  the  Rrst  branch  of  the  aubiecf,  and  then  be 
vottid  be  willing  to  suspend  the  rules  for  his  colleague, 
^  would  be  wiHing  to  go  with  him  in  any  vote  to  take 
nnMa  our  filea  the  paper  he  wished  withdrawn,  and  which 
*»  well  calcekled  to  throw  disgrioe  and  contempt  on  the 


proceedings  of  the  [lotise.  He  waa  willing  the  reaolution 
ignd  wish  of  his  colleague  should  prevail,  and  that  the 
paper  should  be  returned  to  the  venerable  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  to  make  what  mischief  he 
could  or  he  chose  from  it,  in  or  out  of  this  House. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Masaachusetts  had  offered 
in  the  Hooae  the  memorial  of  thoae  who,  on  the  face 
of  it,  appeared  to  be  slaves,  and  had  announced  to  the 
Chair  and  to  the  House  that  such  was  the  paper. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  did  not  care  a  rush  whether  the  paper 
went  to  the  Chair  or  not.  Nothing  that  that  gentleman 
could  say  or  do  in  relation  to  it  could  add  to,  or  detract 
from,  the  impression  that  the  statement  of  the  propo- 
sition to  the  Chsir  by  him  had  made.  He  (Mr.  B.)  wished 
now,  without  interruption  of  any  other  business,  to  pro- 
gress with  this  matter  until  he  saw  and  understood  what 
countenance  the  gentleman  from  Maauchusetts  should 
receive  from  the  House. 

Mr*  B.  said  he  had  at  the  last  session  gone  forther 
with  and  for  the  North,  on  a  matter  nearly  identical 
with  this,  than  any"  other  man  from  the  South.  He  al- 
luded to  the  admission  of  Michigan  and  Arkanaas  into 
the  Union.  On  that  occaaion  he  had  said,  and  said  undoubt- 
ingly  and- from  his  heart,  that  there  was  no  serious  in- 
tention or  wish,  in  any  conaidertble  number  of  the  mem- 
bers of  thirHbuse,  to  assail  the  interebtsj  the  rights,  or 
the  safety,  .of  the  South,  or  to  throw  any  obstacles  in  the 
way  of  Arkansas  oo  account  of  negro  slavery.  On  the 
vote  herTound  it  so.  He  believed  it  then,  and  believes 
it  now.  But  the  countenance  and  support  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  may  receive  from  the  Houae 
in  propounding  to  the  Chair  hia  queation  whether  slavea 
can  petition  under  the  rule  of  the  House,  or  in  any  way, 
will  either  confirm  this  belief,  or  weaken  or  entirely  an- 
nihiUteit. 

Upon  thia  issue  would  depend  with  him  the  question 
of  concurrence  in  the  feeling  expressed  (though  not 
hilly,  owing  (b'the  rules  of  the  House  preventing  him 
from  proceeding  at  that  time^  by  the  gallant  and  ex- 
'perienced  member  from  l.ouiaiana,  that  the  time  had  ar- 
rived when  it  was  the  business  of  Southern  members  to 
go  home. 

Mr.  B.  wished  not  to  be  kept  in  suspense  upon 
this  poiht.  He  wished  to  know  -whether  be  wsa  right 
m  belieVhig  that  he  waa  surrounded  by  brothers,  sitting 
tn^  consultation  upon  the  intereat,  the  proaperity,  happi- 
ness, and  .glory,  of  their  common  family  and  country,  or 
v^betber  a  portion,  a  considerable  portion,  were  willing 
to  countenance  a  propoaition-of  thia  kind*— a  propoaition 
that'eould  admit  of  no  interpretation  milder  than  that 
of  a  direct  inault  to  the  feelings  of  the  South  i  the  most 
natural  import,  a  direct  attack  upon  the  intereat,  the 
property,  and  tt^  safety,  of  the  alaveholdtng  portion 
of  the  Union. 

^Mr.  W;  THOMPSON  aaid  he  had  riaen  to  move,  aa 
an  Amendment  to  the  motion  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Virgtnia,  [Mr.  Pattox,]  the  foluwiog  reao- 
lutioni  '        ' 

JUaohedt  That  the  honorable  Joax  Qoxxct  Adams, 
by*  Ih^  attempt  just  made  by  him  to  introduce  a  petition 
purporttng'ou  ita  face  to  be  from  slaves,  baa  been  guilty 
of  a  gross  disrespect  to  this  House,  and  that  he  be  in- 
stantly brought  to  the  bar  to  receive  the  severe  censure 
of  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  South  Carolina,  said  he  had  al- 
waya  forborne,  as  far  as  be  could  control  his  feelings, 
from  taking  any  part  in  the  discussions  on  this  subject. 
He  now  felt  infinite  pain  In  being  forced,  by  an  imperi- 
ous sense  of  dbty,  to  present  the  resolution  which  he 
had  sent  to.the  Chair.  He  waa  aware  of  the  advantages 
over  biln  which  the  gentleman's  age  and  the  stations 
which  he  bad  filled  gave  bun.  But,  sir,  there  is  a  point 
at  which  forbearance  ceases  to  be  proper.    The  sanctu- 
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sry  of  age  is  not  lightly  to  be  violated  t  but  when 
that  sanctuary  is  used  to  throw  poisoned  arrows,  it 
ceases  to  be  sacred.  The  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts oiTtred  to  present  a  petition  from  slavey  and  so 
purporting  to  be  on  its  face,  in  open  and  wilful  violation 
of  wtMt  he  knew  to  be  the  rules  of  this  House,  and  in- 
sulting to  a  large  portion  of  its  members.  Does  the 
gentleman,  even  in  the  latitude  which  he  gives  to  the 
right  of  petition,  think  that  it  includes  slavea?  If  he  does 
not,  he  has  wiUully  violated  the  rules  of  the  House  and 
the  feelings  of  its  members.  Does  that  gentleman  know 
that  there  are  laws  in  all  the  slave  States,  and  here*,  for^the 
punishment  of  those  who  excite  insurrection?  1  can  tell 
him  thi^t  there  are  such  things  as  grmnd  juries}  and  if,  sir, 
the  juries  of  this  District  have,  as  I  doubt  not  they  have, 
proper  intelligence  and  spirit,  he  may  yet  be  made 
amenable  to  another  tribunal,  and  we  may  yet  see  an 
incendiary  brought  to  condign  punishment.  Mr.  T.  said 
that,  when  he  first  took  his^  seat  here,  and  beard  daily 
denunciations  of  the  people  whom  he  represented,  and 
every  vile  epithet  heaped  upon  them— a  people  for 
whom  he  claimed,  to  say  the  very  least,  the  proudest 
eqoality— he  was  excited  almost  to  the*  point  of  frenzy. 
Now  he  found  himself  sitting  quietly  under  these  things, 
when  he  saw  his  new  colleagues,  not  more  excitable 
than  he  'waa^  in  the  same  state  of  feeling  in  which  he 
was  at  the  last  session.  Sir,  it  ia  a  roost  instruc- 
tive commentary  upon  the  gradual  wear  and  tear  of  feel- 
ing,  and  the  cooling  of  that  just  indignation  whibh  every 
Southern  man  should  feel.  Sir,  if  I  desired  the  break- 
ing up  of  this  Government,  I  should  thank  the  gentle- 
man from  Blassachusetts  for  his  course  on  this  subject. 
All  we  desire,  sir,  is  an  issue,  a  fair  and  distinct  issue. 
If  gentlemen  think  slavery  an  abomination,,  and  that 
they  have  a  right  to  abolish  it,  why  nQt  come  up  to 
the  point,  and  say  so^  I  will  forgive  them  for  all  the 
past  if  they  will  do  it.  We  shall  then,  sir,  soon,  very 
ioon,  settle  this  question  forever. 

Mr.  BAYNBS  said  that,  believing  thie  object  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  might  be  more  readily 
obtained  by  a  resolution  in  a  different  form,  he  would 
send  to  the  table  the  following  amendment: 

Strike  out  all  after  *'Ruolved,^  and  insert-^ 

**  That  JoBv  QviscT  Abaxs,  a  Representative  from  the 
State  of  Maaasehusetts,  has  rendered  himself  justly  liable 
to  the  severest  censure  of  this  House^  an^l*  is  censured 
accordingly,  for  having  attempted  to .  pre^nt  to*  the 
House  the  petition  of  s&ves." 

Mr.  GRANCIBB  said  this  was  a  question  of  extreme 
delicacy,  and  one  which  he  hoped  would  not  be  closed 
by  the  previous  question.  His  honorable  friend  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Asixs]  knew  that  no  man  In  this 
House  had  more  sincerely  stood  by  hhn  on  the  right  of 
petition  than  he  (Mr.  G.)  had.  But  he  (Mr.  6.)  most 
express  his  surprise  that,  with  papeM  In  his  hind  from 
sources  of  «hich  he  wss  ignorant,  and  of  the  genuine- 
neu  of  which  he  has  expressed  a  doubt,  he  [Mr.  Adi^iTs] 
should  have  assumed  the  responsibiliiy  he  had  this  day 
assumed.  He  (Mr^  G.)  was  sorpilsed  that  that  gentle- 
man, holding  the  right  of  petition  as  oneof  the  rtiost  sa- 
cred rights  granted  to  this  people,  should  ever  have 
cheapened  the  value  of  that  right  by  presenting  indis- 
criminately papers  enclosed  to  him,  [Mr.  Adaxs,]  when 
he  was  himself  ignorant  of  the  names,  condition,  or  char- 
acters, of  those  who  forwarded  them.  He  w^s  the  more 
surprised  that  a  paper  from  this  immediate  vicinity,  and 
purporting  to  bear  the  signatures  of  those  who  are  rep- 
resented by  a  gentleman  [Mr.  Pattov]  sitting,  on  the 
left  of  the  gentlemen  from  Massachusetts,  and  with 
whom  that  gentleman  was  on  intimate  terms,  should  have 
been  presented  to  this  House  without  some  inquiry  hav- 
ing been  made  aa  to  the  character  of  those  whose  names 
were  attached  to  the  petition,  or  without  the  gentleman 


[Mr.  Asaxs]  being  possessed  of^or  having  guarded  bim; 
self  by,  the  requisite  infonnatioo  in  relation  to  the  peiitioi 
be  was  about  to  present.  It  was  well  known  tbtl  ik 
man  here  deprecsted  more  than  he  (Mr.  G.)  did  the  de 
cision  of  the  Chair  in  tying  down  menriiers  of  the  Hou« 
under  the  resolution  of  the  last  and  the  presei^t  year.  Ii 
was  due  to  the  gentleman  whom  he  had  in  his  eye  [Nn 
W.  TnoMrsoii]  to  say  that  he  believed  he  [Mr.  T.]  had 
invariably  voted  against  it. 

[Mr»  Tboxpbov  explained  that  be  had  voled  again 
the  resolution,  because  he  thought  that  the  petitioi 
should  not  be  received^  but  inatantly  rejected  ] 

Mr.*  Gi  resumed.  What  was  the  position  in  ahid 
we  are  now  placed  by  the  adoption  of  that  resolution.^  1 
was  that  all  papers,^ in  advance,  having  reference,  imiiK 
diately  or  remotely,  to  the  subjeet  of  slavery,  no  mstie 
bow  offensive  in  its  objept,  or  diarepvtable  in  its  temn 
or  how  reapectful,  were  carried  to  the  Speaker's  tabic 

Instead  of  securing  to  the  people  of  this  country  thi 
sacred  right  of  petition,  with  every  paper  to  be  passe* 
upon,  if  not  by  the  judgment  of  the  person  preaentlnj 
it,  al  least  by  the  judgment  of  the  House,  this  atiflinj 
resolution  had  been  the  vehicle  of  carrying  ontotbi 
records  of  the  House  documents  that  should  never  bavi 
been  placed  there,,  and  of  excluding  those  which  wer 
entitled  to  its  consideration.  It  had  probably  placed  (M 
Che  uble  papers  which  never  ought  to  have  bees  ad 
mitted,  and  it  had  shut  out  from  the  people  of  this  couil 
try  the  full  and  free  right  of  having  their  petitioespre 
aented  here,  and  of  being  heard  upon  them. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  had  regretted  as  much  as  tbe^geiUk 
man  from  South  Carolina  [-Mr.  THoxraoB]  or  the  gel 
tleman.from  Virginia  [Mr.  Pattov]  that  this  pip« 
should  have  been  preaented.^  As  a  member  of  tbi 
House,  he  (Mr,  G.)  conaidcred  the  right  of  petition  a^ 
cred$  but  he-a)V6  considered  himself  bound,  in  the  exd 
cise  of  that  right,  to  guaranty* to  the  House  that  the  p( 
per  he  of&red  ^as  one  the  responsibility  of  which,  i 
far  as  presenting  it  was  concerned,  rested  on  bia  ahotti 
ders.  It  did  not  follow  that  he  approved  or  disapproftf 
the  object  of  tbe  petitfon'becaute.  he  presented  it;  but  I 
was  due  to  the  llouse,  in  presenting  it,  to  ssy  that  belM 
lieved  it  to  be  such  a  paper  al  a  member  had  a  rigbl 
and  was  bound,  to  present  to  an  American  CongreH 
and  he  could  not  think  -that  the  honoimble  gentlem^ 
from  Massachusetts  could  strengthen  the  right  of  pet 
tion  by  presenting  ^  paper  in  the  manner  in  which  tlil 
had  been  offered,    *  . 

Thii  queflkMi,  as  now  presented,  was  one  of  deep  it 
terest.  He  felt  bound  4o  say  that  a  certain  class  of  th 
community  were  too  ready  to  change  their  grousd,  afl 
td  hide  their  Opinions  on  the  abolition  of  alavrry  und^ 
the  denial  of  the  right  of  petition.  He  had  in  hit  mill 
men,  not  ordinary  men,  who,  feeling  that  this  right  bi 
been  unjustly  abridged,-  have  enlisted  themselves  in 
cause  in  vhich  thiey  would  never  otherwise  have  cl 
gaged;  men  who,  only  one  year  ago,  were  as  much  o| 
posed  to  the  Abolition  of  slavery  as  any  man  in  th 
House,  but  who  are  now  found  within  its  ranks*.  Tbe« 
he  had  aaid,  were  not  brdinary  citizens,  but  (hose  vli 
stood  forth  to  the  community  in  that  enviable  relii 
which  talent  gives  to  virtue.  It  was  not  to  be  diFgwise^ 
and  he  felt  bound  to  decUre,  that,  if  the  House  «tsb< 
to  forward  the  cause  of  abolition,  they  would  pass  th^ 
hasty  resolutions.  No  man  in  this  nation  held  ttiefgi 
of  petition  under  the  constitution  more  sscred  than Ji 
did{  but  it  was  due  to  himself  fo  repeat,  what  he  h« 
heretofore  stated,  that  so  long  as  the  States  of  Mfr| 
land  and  Virginia  should  continue  their  present  policj 
he  did  not  believe  that  Congress  had  any  just  power  t 
interfere  in  this  qnestioh,  nor  that  cither  philanthrrp 
ur  patriotism  demanded  ilt  that  in  his  opinion,  at  in 
time  of  the  cession  of  this  District,  it  was  no  more  coi 
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tmphted  ikat  iteverf  should  be  abolkhed  here  before 
it  vu  in  Ike  Mfroaiiding>  country,  then  that  this  terri- 
tofyskould  eontinoe  in  its  present  position  after  the 
adjoimiig  States  by  which  it  had  been  ceded  should 
hare  chsnged  theirs.  But  he  would  say  to  the  gentle* 
MB  froai  South  Carolina  [Mr.  TnoMVSoa]  and  from 
Geor^  [Mr.  Havvbs]  that,  if  this  resolution  ■  was 
pttriicd  to  ft  vote  of  oeneure,  its  effect  on  the  eomnunity 
woold  be  nost  serious. 

What  was  the  position  of  the  gentleinan  from  Massa- 
chtwettt?  He  [^r.  Adams]  had  requested  instructions, 
bid  liked  the  decision  of  the  Chair  as  to  his  right  to  pre- 
lent  the  petition,  and  whether  It  -came  within  the  reso* 
lotion  of  the  House  to  which  he  had  referred.  Before 
the  deciMon  of  the  Chair  bad  been  announced,  and 
thihi  the  House  remained  in  ignorance  even  of  the 
geMlemui's  own  opinions  as  to  the  propriety  of  pre- 
KHfiiY  it,  ft  resolution  was  introduced,  which,  in  effect, 
tent  to  censure  bim  for  asking  the  decision  of  the 
Chiir,  isd  which  decnion  had  not  yet  been  announced. 
irtheie  proceedings  must  be  carried  on,  for  pity's  sake, 
a  Imt,  let  the  opinion  of  the  penon  presenting  it  be 
knvD;  let  him  at  leaat  declare  in  his  place  that  he 
efaieed  the  right  to  present  the  petition.  It  will  then 
he  tine  enoegh  to  act  upon  these  resolutions,  and  then 
be  natter  of  sufficient  doubt  whether  they  should  he 
pwed,  or  whettier  any  member  should  broensured  for 
fhtf  he  considered  an  honest  discharge  Of  hi«  duty. 

He  coald  not  conclude  without  expressing  his  segret 
ttthe  occurrence  of  this  morning,  and  hia  firm  convio> 
tioQ  that  the  courae  of  the  gentleiinaQ  from  Massa- 
chuetti,  so  far  fronn  rendering  4he  right  of  petition 
aire  ncred,  was  caicuhited  to  render  it  a  mere  bauble, 
tohepbyed  withf  and  he  objected  fo  having  the  right 
Qfp«(ition,  inalienable  in  his  constituents^  tried  by  any 
BKh  iame  as  could  be  made  upon  the  papers  which 
(^  venerable  gentleman '  fh>m  Massachusetts  [UK 
AoAii]  had  last  presented. . 

Mr.  Lewis  offered  the  following  aatiendment,  which 
^  iUKgmed  to  bin  friend  from  South  Okrolina  [Mr. 
THanoa]  to  accept  as  a  modifications 

Bothtd,  That  Jobs  Qu»gt  Aoavs^  a  memberfrom 
|le  Sute  of  Msssachusettfi,  by  hia  attempt  to  introduce 
"^•ihiiHottaea  petition  firom  shives,  for  the  abolition 
^ibvery  in  the  District  of  Cohimbia,  coOMuitted  an  out- 
"ficimthe  righta  and  feelings  of  a  ku^  portion  of  the 
people  of  this  Untoni  aflagrant  contempt  on  the  dignity 
of  tbii  Hoosei  and,  by  extending  to  shiTea  a  privilege 
onfjr  beloogiM^  to  freemen,  directly  invites  the  alave 
Popuhtioa  to  insurrectkmi  and  that  the  said  osemhcr  be 
nnhviUi  called  to  the  bar  of  the  House,  and  be  cen* 
<*^  by  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  W.  THOMPSON  accepted  the  modificatron. 

Mr.  LEWIS  said  that,  as  a  member  from  the  Sovtb, 
^  *u  not  disposed  to  argue  this  question  here.  He 
*^  toiee  whether  there  'was  the  power  or  the  will 
to  daeountenance  such  psoceedings  as  these.  If  not, 
the  aenbers  from  the  South  had  better  go  home  and 
I««l»rc  to  protect  themselves.  • 

Mr.  PATTON  said  he  thought  the  House-  was  pro- 
ceeding rather  harably  in  this  matter.  The  resolutkm, 
^  the  form  in  which  it  now  stood,  asserted  two  fads,  of 
*b>ch  be  vouM  desire  to  be  certified  befbre  he  gave  his 
*"(e  opQQ  it.  He  kpew  nolhiikg  of  the  character  of  the 
^^  for  the  gentleimin  from  'Massachusetts  [Mr. 
A*^i]  had  preserved -towards  him  the  same  silence  as 
fothe  other  paper,  purporting  to  come  from  Freder- 

Bot  (he  resolutkin  asserted  two  facU:  First,  that  (he 
PM^r  wata  petition  by  slaves  for  the  abolition  of  sbvery. 
Wii  that  the  fact?  Waa  any  gentleman  here  authorixed 
|«  lUte  that  this  was  a  paper  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  ? 
"  *u  eaieDtially  important^  before  the  House  wm  call- 


ed on  to  act,  that  they  should  know  whether  this  was  the 
fact  or  not .  The  resolution  ssaerted  also  another  fact :  that 
the  gentleoMn  from  Massachusetts  attempted  to  offer  this 
petition.  He  (Mr.  P.)  understood  that  this  was  not  the 
fact.  He  thought  he  should  be  disposed  to  go  as  lar  aa 
tliose  who  woukl  go  farthest  in  adopting  any  proper  course 
for  arresting  these  attempts  to  procure  the  action  of  the 
House  in  relation  to  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  or  any  where  else.  He  should  be 
ready  to  go  to  the  utmost  extent  of  his  constitutional 
powers  to  arrest  that  action,  either  by  the  legislative  in* 
tervention  of  the  House,  in  its  ordinary  course,  or  by  re- 
fiising  to  receive  the  petitions,  or  by  inflicting  centure 
on  members  transg^ressing  the  bounds  of  their  duty  to 
keep  up  an  excitement  on  the  subject.  But  let  us  know 
(said  Mr.  p.)  what  we  are  doing.  Suppose  that  this  pe- 
tition was  a  quia  I  and  that,  so  tar  from  being  a  petition 
for  the  abolition  of  alavery*  it  was  a  petition  for  a  very 
different  thing.  Mr.  P.  would  object  aa  much  to  the 
one  proposition  being  presented  here  as  the  other.  But 
let  the  House,  before  it'  involved  itself  in  this  solemn 
proceeding,  before  it  took' this  decided  and  hasardous 
atep  of  bringing  to  the  bar  of  the  Houae  a  member  of 
its  body,  as  having  violated  its  rights,  know  on  what 
grounds  they  were  proceeding. 

Were  the  fscts  as  they  were  stated  to  be?  Had  any 
sudi  petition  been  presented  or  offered  by  a  member  of 
the  House?  He  regretted  to  be  involved  in  this  excite- 
ment on  grounds  which  might  turn  out  to  be  more  of  a 
ftiroe  than  a  tragedy.  He  expected  it  woold  be  found 
that  neither  the  one  fact  nor  the  other,  assumed  in  Uie 
resolution,  was  true. 

MK  ADAMS  then  rose  and  said  he  did  not  know  un- 
der what  rule  of  the  House  the  several  resolutions  which 
had  been  presented  in  relation  to  himself  bad  taken  the 
place  of  the  reaolution  or  motion  submitted  by  his  friend 
from*  Virginia,  [Mr.  Pattow,]  nor  how  it  had  happened 
that  this  matter  had  come  under  the  consideration  of  the 
House,  whilst  a  question  was  pending  whether  a  paper 
previously  presented  by  hiin  (Mr.  A.)  should  be  Uken 
from  the  Speaker's  table  and  returned  to  him.  The 
Speaker,  he  presumed,  knew  how  this  had  come  about. 

The  SPEAKER. explained  that  this  had  been  effected 
under  the  operatkmof  that  welUestablirhed  parliamentary 
law,  which  gave  precedence  to  questions  of  privilege 
over  all  other  business. 

Mr.  ADAMS.    Wrll,  sir,  I  am  satUfied. 

In  regard  to  the  resolutions  now  before  the  House,  as 
they  all  concur  in  naming  me,  and  in  charging  me  with 
high  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  and  in  calling  me  to  the 
bar  of  the  House  to  answer  for  my  crimes,  I  have  thought 
it  #as  my  duty  to  remain  silent  until  it  shoiUd  be  tlie 
pleasure  of  the  House  to  act  either  on  one  or  other  of 
these  resolutioni.  1  suppose  that,  if  1  shall  be  brought 
to  the  bar  of  the  House,  I  shall  not  be  struck  mute  by 
the  previous  question,  before  I  have  an  opportunity  to 
say  a  woi€  or  two  in  my  own  defence. 

.Uut,<«tr,  genilemen  are  really  consuming  the  time  of 
tlie  House  in  such  a  manner,  that  I  think  the  obligation 
rests  upon  me  to  atk  them  to  modify  their  resolution.  It 
may  be  as  severe  aa  they  propose i  btit  I  ask  them  to 
change  the  matter  of  fact  a  lifle,  so  that  when  I  come  to 
the  bar,  I  may  not,  in  one  single  word,  put  an  end  to 
their  resolution. 

The  gentlemen,  who  have  such  a  laudable  seal  for  the 
slaveholding  portion  of  this  confederacy,  and  I  do  not 
censure  them  for  that  xeal,  charge  upon  me,  first,  that 
I  attempted  to  preaeni  a  petition  from  aUvest  and,  sec- 
ondly, that  that  petition  waa  for  their  emancipation  fiom 
slavery.  I  did  not  present  the  petition,  and  1  appeal 
to  the  Speaker  to  say  that  I  did  not.  I  »aid  I  had  a  paper, 
purporting  to  be  a  petition  from  alavesi  I  did  not  say  whst 
the  prayer  of  the  petition  was{  I  said  it  was  a  paper  pur« 
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porting  to  be  a  petitioD  from  tlavef,  mgntd  partly  by 
crottet  for  lig^natures,  tnd  partly  by  letters;  icaroely  le- 
gible, purporting  to  be  namei.  I  asked  the  Speaker 
whether  he  considered  such  a  psper  as  included  within 
the  general  order  of  the  House,  that  all  petitions,  memo- 
rials, resolutions,  and  papers,  relating  in  any  way,  or  to 
any  extent  whatever,  to  the  subject  of  slavery,  should 
be  laid  on  the  table.  I  intended  to  take  the  decision  of 
the  Speaker  before  I  went  one  step  towards  presenting, 
or  offering  to  present,  that  petition.  I  stated  disf inctTy 
to  the  Speaker  tbst  I  shoukl  not  send  the  paper  to  the 
tsble  until  the  question  was  decided,  whether  a  paper 
from  persons  declaring  themselves  slaves  was  included 
within  the  order  of  the  House.     This  is  the  lact. 

Now,  ss  to  the  fact  what  the  petition  wss  for.  I  sim- 
ply state  to  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Lxwis,] 
who  has  sent  to  the  tsble  a  resolution  assuming  that  this 
petition  was  for  the  abolition  of  slavery^  I  state  to  him 
that  he  is  mistaken.  He  must  amend  his  resolutioni  for, 
if  the  House  should  choose  to  read  the  petition,  I  can 
state  to  them  they  would  6nd  it  something  very  much 
the  reverse  of  that  which  the  resolution  states  it  to  bcf 
and  if  the  gentleman  from  Afabama  still  shall  choose  to 
bring  me  to  the  bar  of  the  House,  he  must  amend  his 
resolution  in  a  very  important  particular «  for  be  probably 
may  have  to  put  into  it,  that  my  crime  has  been  for  at- 
tempting to  introduce  the  petition  of  slaves  that  sla- 
very should  not  be  abolished.  This  is  possible,  sir.  I 
say,  then,  the  gentleman  must  amend  his  resolution  and 
I  take  it  for  granted  that  he  and  the  House  will  be  under 
the  necessity  of  seeing  what  that  petition  is,  and  that 
they  must  not  take  it  even  from  my  representation.  This 
representatioi)  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  make,  if  the 
House  shall  think  .fit  that  the  petition  should  be  received 
and  considered  (  and  I  shall  be  willing  to  doalmoat  any 
thing,  except  to  grant  the  pra)  er  of  -the.  petitioni  for 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama  may,  perchance,  find  that 
the  object  of  the  petition  is  precisely  that  which  he  de- 
sires to  accomplish;  and  that  these  slaves,  who  have^ent 
this  psper  to  me,  are  his  auxiliaries,  instead  of  bein^ 
his  opponents.  I  state  these  facta  for  the  consideration 
of  the  House.  I  shall  not  present  the  petition  until  the 
decision  of  the  House  has  been  announced!  and  I  am  dis- 
posed to  be  perfectly  submiisive  to  that  decisiooy  what« 
ever  it  may  be» 

Whilst  I  am  up,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  feel  it  neceisary  to  say 
one  word  in  reply  to  the  observations  of  a  gentleman  for 
whom  I  entertain  a  profound  respect,  and  who,  on  4his 
occasion,  has  not  felt  as  those  gentlemen  wbo  have  en- 
tirely misunderstood  the  course  I  was  pursuing,  and  the 
nature  of  the  paper  on  which  I  asked  the  direction  of 
the  Speaker.  1  allude  to  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  GmxireBa,]  who  has  expressed  his  regret  a( 
the  course  I  have  this  day  adopted. 

Sir,  it  is  well  known  to  all  the  members  of  this  House, 
it  is  certainly  well  known  to  all  petitioners  for  the  aboli- 
tion  of  slavery  in  the  Diatrict  of  Columbia,  that  from  the 
day  I  entered  this  House  dow^n  to  the  present  moment, 
I  have  invariably  here,^  and  invariably  elsewhere,  de- 
clared my  opinions  to  be  adverse  to  the  peayer  of  peti- 
tiona  which  call  fbr  the  abolition  of  davery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  liut,  sir,  it  is  equally  well  known  that, 
from  the  time  I  entered  this  House  down  to  the  present 
day,  I  have  felt  it  a  sacred  duly  to  present  any  petition, 
couched  in  respectful  language,  from.sny  citistrn  of  the 
United  Ststes,  be  its  object  what  it  may«  be  the  prayer 
of  it  that  in  which  I  could  concur,  or  that  to  which  I 
was  utterly  opposed.  It  is  for  the  sacred ness  of  the 
right  of  petition  that  I  have  adopted  this  coursei  and 
when  my  friend  from  New  York  [Mr.  Graxobb]  intima- 
ted his  opinion-— not  directly  expressed,  but  yet  the  ne- 
cessary inference  of  his  remark*— that,  before  present- 
ing a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  petition  from  certain  la- 


of  Fredericksborgt  I  ought  to  have  shown  it  (o  n 
friend  and  neighbor  here,  [Mr.  Patto*,]  snd  to  hti 
followed  the  advice  which  be  would  have  given,  I  repi 
to  the  gentleman  [Mr.  GmAvexm]  that  such  is  not  my  op'ti 
ion  in  regard  to  the  right  of  petition.  1  did  svoid  sboi 
ing  my  friend  thepetition,  t>ecause  1  had  every  retwo 
believe  that,  if  I  did,  he  would  exercise  his  infiucw 
over  my  mind— *and  that  influence  is  great  is  erei 
thing  in  which  my  duty  does  not  interpose  a  btrrii 
against  its  exercise— and  thaf  his  advice  would  bare  hti 
that  I  should  not  present  the  petition.  I  did  not  cbM 
to  place  myself  in  this  position.  I  adhered  to  the  rl^ 
of  petition;,  and  let  me  say  here  that,  let  tbe  petiti< 
be,, as  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  hss  stated,  fro 
free  negroes*— prostitutes,  as  he  supposes,  for  he  u\ 
there  is  one  such  on  the  psper,  and  he  infers  that  tl 
rest  are  of  the  same  description — ^that  had  not  alien 
my  opinion  at  all.  •  Where  is  your  law  which  nyi  ih 
the  mean,  and  the  low,  and  the  degraded,  shall  be  d 
prived  of  the  right  of  petitiqn,  if  their  moral  cbaracter 
not  good^  Where,  in  the  land  of  freemen,  wu  tl 
right  of  petition  ever  placed  on  tbeexclusite  basii  i 
mordity  slid  virtue?  Petitioir  is  supplication— it  ne 
trea(y.--it  i*  prayer !  And  where  U  the  degree  of  vice  i 
immorality  whi^  shall  deprive  the  cttiaen  of  the  right  I 
supplicate  for  a^oon^  or  to  pray  for  mercy?  Where 
such  a^aw  tb  bt  found?  It  does  not  belong  to  the  m6 
abj^t  d^potism.  There  is  no  absolute  monarch  < 
eartti-who  is  not  compelled  by  tbe  oonstitotion  of  b 
cottrtlry  to  receive  the  petitions  of  his  people,  wboioef 
they  may  be.  ^he  Sultan  of  Constantinople  caoo 
walk  the  streets  and  refuse  to  receive  petitiom  from  t| 
meanest  and  thetnlest  in  the  land.  This  it  tbe  Uwev< 
of  despotism.  And  what  does  your  law  ssy  ?  DoeiitS 
that,  before  presenting  a  petition,  you  shall  look  into 
and  see  whether  it  comes  from  the  virtuous,  snd  t| 
grrat,  and  the  mlc^ty?  No,  sir,  it  ssys  no  such  tbm| 
the  right  of^petition  belongs  to  all.  And,  so  fsr  fro 
refusing  to  present  a  petition  because  tt  might  come  fro 
those  low  in  the  estimation  of  the  world,.it  wooki  be( 
additional  incentive,  if  such  incentive  were  wintin| 
This  I  say  49  myfriend  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Pattov] 
.  Bui- 1  must  admit  that  when  color  comes  into  tl 
question,  there  may  be  other  coneiderationi.  U  ii  pos 
ble  that  this  House,  which' seems  to  consider  it  ao  gi« 
a  crime  to  attempt  to  offer  a  pietitkNi  from  sIsveN  t^ 
for  aught  I  knew,  say  that  fceemen,  if  not  of  tbe  earn 
tibn,  shall  be  deprived  of  the  right  of  petition,  mU 
sense  of  the  House.  iMs  Rosiiblei  sir,  that  had  I  kooi 
the  petition  fcom  Fredericksburg  to  have  been  frooict 
ored  people,  1  might. have  taken,  into  my  coniideriUi 
the  question,  not  whether  I  ought  to  present  the  peUtK 
to  the  Houie,'but  whether,  in  the  temper  of  this  o^ 
it  would  be  prudent  for  me  to  uresent  it.  Sir«  I  4k1  n 
know  that  these  were  colored  women*  The  peJitH 
was  sent withoutany  indication  of  the.color  or coadM 
of  those  who  sent  it..  At  all  events,  it  did  not  purpc 
to  come  from  slaves;  and  when  the  psper  which  I  u 
held  in  my  hand  came  to  me  as  a  petition  from  peno 
declaring  themselves  to  be  slaves,  I  did  not  prtnnt 
but  1  asked  the  Spcsker  if  it  came  within  the  gene^l « 
der  of  the  Huuse.  I  am  sUU  waiting  for  that  dtcm 
and  if  it  should  be  the  deciaion  of  the  Speaker  that  ii 
petition  cannot  be  received,  beosuse  it  comet  lr<| 
stoves,  I  shall  submit  to  the  determination  of  the  Houi 
,  If  the  House  think  proper  to  receive  the  petitioD,  I  «tii 
present  it.  -        , 

Mr.  MAN^,  of  New  York,  obUined  the  fiuor,  tt 
said  that  the  future  historian,  when  arriving  si  the  tivn 
sctionsof  the  twenty-fourth  Congreis,  would  fiod  it  r 
quistte  to  pause  and  contemplate  the  specUde  now  d 
fore  us  and4he  Ametican  people.  He  will  be  st  i«u 
to  discover  the  cause  for  the  sdenes  now  preieQtedi  in* 
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totftm^hltmg  the  nitare  of  our  polilieal  iiMtitutionsy 
tndng  iheir  foriMition  and  ettoblishment^  he  will  find 
nothings  which  vouid  neoeMurily  produee  or  justify  the 
cour$e  of  proceedings  which  h»ve  occurred  hert  for  the 
bsttAd  present  sitting;  of  Congress.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  M.,) 
ffbf  ii  it,  tbcfif  that  we  are  weekly,  and  almost  daily, 
dnvn  into  the  consideration  of  abstract,  impracticable, 
mk)  (llf.  M.  Slid  be  moarbe  permitted  to  say)  i improper, 
if  not  reprehensible  subjects,  by  the  course  adopted  by 
therenenhle  member  from  Hasachusactts'  [Mr.  Adamb.] 
b  it  fron  iny  defect  in  the  forma  or  principlea  of  our 
yncetdinp}  Is  it  inherent  in  the  compact  upon  which 
KitstU  that  is  valutble  in  our  institutions^  U  it  to  be 
liniid  and  jaitified  in  the  condition  and  eiroumataneea 
<foareottntry>  *Caii  it  be  traced  to  a  want  of  patriotic 
detoi'ioo  in  any  considerable  portion  of  our  country  to 
Ihc  Ufiion?  Would  it  be  charifable  to  attribute  it  to 
tfij  diuppointment  of  individual  ambition,  seeking  re- 
renge  fur  such  disappointmenta  in  attempting  to  ruin 
that  which  it  could  not  rule } 

On  no  one  of  these  inquisies^  Mr.  Speaker,  (said  Mr. 
N.,)  ciq  we  find  a  astisfactory  solution  of  fhe  question 
vh;  we  are  now  presenting  to  the  country  the  deplora- 
ble  ipectsele,  shown  off  every  petition  day,  by  theiion- 
mblc  member  from  Massachuasetts,  in.  presenting  the 
iboiition  petitions  of  his  infatuated  friends  and'eonstitu* 
^  Thie  House  bes»  with  a  unanimity  almost  unparal- 
leled, prescribed  a  tlile  fur  its  government  in  respect  to 
tbese  petitions,  with  wlitch  it  is,  upon- -experience,  aa 
fell  (Mr.  M.  ventured  the  opinion)  as  the  confiderate 
■en  of  ail  parties,  in  every  portion-  of  the  confederacy, 
veil  Mitfird.  Yet  the  honorable  member  has  made 
Mttlf  Vi  believe  that  it  wal  hie  doty,  aga'mst  Ihe-sense 
or  ibe  whole  Housr,  (Mr.  M.  believed,  with  but  fe# 
exceptions,)  againat  the  aense  of  the  whole  oountry, 
adudiag  his  own  political  frieiida,  (ifany\ie  haP,)  to 
jMtihe  execution  of  thai  rule  with  a  degree  of  vio- 
wKe  paralleled  onlv  by  revolutionary  madness  of  'des- 
pcnttgn.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  M.,}  it  becomes-me,  the  House, 
ttd  the  country,  to  remember  that  the  venerable  gentle- 
*eii  from  MasaacbusetW  has  occupied  the  executive 
w,  and  administered  the  duties  of  the^  highest  office 
vttie  civilised  worid.  And  it  becomes  us,  also,  te  re- 
if«ctbis  gny  hairs,  hie  old  age,  bis  long  public  services. 
>M  10  icek  out  apologies  and  excuses  in  his  behalf,  if 
P«|Ht>ie,  for  the  obstinacy  and  ebullitions  of  temper 
vliich  oa  these  occasions  he  so  oftep  exhibits,  and  which 
» ao  much  oppoaed  to  cool  deliberation  and  the  digoity 
«  ^  proccedinga  of  tbia  Houae.  Thus  ahielded  and 
Pnxectcd  by  bis  i4^e  and- public  ehai«ctes»  it  has  been 
aiucr  of  iurprise  to  those  Who*afe  not  spectators  of 
l^proGcediDgs,  that  tf  member  of  his  grest  learning 
*"d  eiperience  should  so  far  forget  his  dignity  aa  to  pre- 
*^  upon  that  age  and  character  aa«  license  to  him  to 
^  and  trifle  with  the  House  and  its  most  solemn 
•«  latiifictory  regulatiiins. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  M.,}  while  we  conteropUte  the  charac- 
^>(Mi  respect  the  age  of  the  honorable  member,  char- 
^J  ciaina  that  we  ahould  also  remember  the  frailty  ot 
°urut«rr,  and  that  roan  ia  mortal.  It  would  be  unjust 
l^liere  thai,  in  the  prime  and  vigor  of  manhood,  the 
'^^'^^^nhle  member  would  have  adopted,  the  course  of 
ictioo  which,  at  thia  late  period  of  his  Kfe,  seems  to  con* 
Nhim.  The  high  noontide  of  that  life  has  long  since 
^I'ed  with  him,  and  Us  wane  is  no  doubt  upon  him,  be- 
J^e  is  cither  aware  or  sensible  of  it|  for  it  csnnot  be 
^l^ed  that,  in  the  days  of  his  more  ^cute  perceptions, 
^  could  have  yielded  to  influences  which  now  seem  to 
Hire  ihe  mastery. 

In  ihif,  (|||..  M.  said,)  by  the  aid  of  a  liberal  charity, 
^  iQund  both  the  cause  and  apology  for  the  cOurae  of 
Pfccecdings  adopted  by  the  member,  and  for  the  consc* 
<)^^t  disorders  and  delays  which  occur  in  our  proceed- 


ings. Sir,  let  me  not  t>e  misunderstood «  for  although 
the  honorable  member  is  far  advanced  into  the  autumn 
of  his  career,  yet  (Mr.  M.  said)  he  entertained  a  vener- 
ation for  his  learning  and  experience  which  he  should 
always  cherish  with  pride. 

Bat,  Mr.  Speaker,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  the  proceedings  of 
this  day  ahould  admonish  us  of  the  danger  of  being 
thrown  Into  unusual  excitements,  snd  acting  hastily  un- 
der such  influences.  Mr,  M.  said  he  waa  aware  of  the 
nature  of  the  petition  which  the  honorable  member  had 
offered  before  he  had,  by  innuendoes,  explained  it;  but 
aome  gentlemen  had  supposed  that  it  affected  the  con-, 
stitutional  rights  of  their  States— their  rights  to  their 
slave  propertyi  and,  supposing  thia,  it  waa  very  natural 
for  them  to  be  suddenly  alarmed. 

It  now,  however,  appears  probable  that  some  mis- 
chievous personi  have  trifled  with  the  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Massacbusettai  and  he,  in  turn,  seeks  to  trifle 
with  the  House  and  country,  by  treating  with  aeriouanesf 
thst  which  was  probably,  in  its  origin,  levity.  The  res- 
olutibn  to  censure  the  honorable  member  is  not,  it  aeems, 
frsmed  upon  the  real  fiicts  of  the  case,  and  assumes  too 
much  I  and,  as  it  now  stands,  cannot  be  maintained.  It 
should  describe  truly  the  matters  to  justify  its  adoption. 
Mr.  M.  would  have  no  hesitstion,  when  the  honorable 
member  jhall  be  guilty  of  a  violation  of  the  rulea  and 
rights  of  the  House,  and  that  violation  shsll  be  apparent, 
to  vote  any  cenaure  merited  by  the  offencei  and  this, 
too,  notwithstanding  his  sge  and  character,  because  he 
is  not  elevated  above  law  by  any  sge  or  any  character. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  had  always  viewed  this  question  of 
abolition  and  its  progress  with  the  deepest  solicitude,  ss 
affecting  the  political  integrity  of  the  confederacy.  In 
the  formation  of  this  Union  it  was,  ss  we  well  know,  one 
of  the  g^reatest  obstacles  to  be  overcome,  and  waa  only 
surmounted  by  a  spirit  of  concession  and  compromiae 
which  it  Is  feared  does  not  exist  now.  In  that  compro- 
mise, we  of  the  free  States  agreed  to  the  doctrine  of 
non-interference  in  the  domestic  institutions  and  con* 
corns  of  the  others.  Some  flew  of  our  people,  however, 
prejAiiding  to  a  holy  seal,  worthy  of  a  better  and  more 
lawful  cause,  influenced  by  what  they  claim  to  be  para- 
mount considerations  to  the  obligations  of  the  constitu- 
tion and  the  integrity,  of  the  republic,  regnrdleas  of  con- 
sequence^ insidiously  violate  the  spirit  of  the  compact 
by  inteHering  with  the  subject  in  this  District.  And 
we  are  now  again  called  upon  by  our  Southern  brethren 
to  know' whether  we  will  live  up  to  the  agreement  we 
have  madei  whether  we  will  keep  the  faith  and  perform 
our  bargain.  This  is  the  true  question  propounded  to 
us  in  all  theae  proceedings.  And,  Mr.  Speaker,  (ssid 
Mr.  M.,)  aa  for  me  and  my  household,  my  constituents 
and  friends,  I  say,  without  reservation,  we  will.  Is 
there  a  patriotic  heart  in  this  hall,  in  this  nation,  is  there 
a  friend  to  the  welfbre  of  the  republic,  who  can  answer 
that  he  will  not?  Mr.  M.  did  not  believe  there  was  onei 
and  he  therefore  asked  that  honorable  members  from 
•the-  South  ahould  give  themselves  no  uneasiness  on  ac- 
count of  these  ill^viaed  proceedings.  Mr.  M.  relied 
upon  the  patriotiam  and  good  faith  of  the  people  of  the 
teorth  to.  abide  by  the- compact  they  have  made.  He 
kiiew  that  this  reliance  would  not  fail. 

Mr.  W.  THOMPSON  said  he  was  sorry  to  see  the  air  of 
levity  which*  it  is  attempted  to  throw  over  this  matter. 
He  felt  very  differently.  What,  air,  is  it  a  mere  trifle  to 
hoax,  to  trifle  with  the  members  from  the  South  in  this 
way  and  on  this  subject?  Is  it  a  light  thing,  for  the 
amusement  of  others,  to  irritate,  almost  to  madness,  the 
whole  delegation  from  the  slave  States?  Sir,  it  is  an  ag- 
gravation. It  is  intimated  that  the  petition  does  not  pray 
for  the  abolition  of  aUvery,  but  a  very  different  object. 
It  makea  not  the  slightest  difference^  it  is  the  attempt  to 
introduce  a  petitioa  from  slaves  for  any  objectj  as  inso- 
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lent  if  it  be  for  one  purpose  ••  for  tnolher.  It  it  the 
ntked  fact  of  the  presentation  of  a  petition  from  lUvet. 
])u:,  sir,  there ii  another  view  of  thii  inttter,  which,  m 
my  judgment,  makea  the  thing  worse.  The  gentleoun 
from  Massachusetta  had  been  presenting  abolition  peti- 
tions all  the  morntng;  it  is  his  daily  labor  of  loreinsnd 
I  appeal  to  every  member  on  the  floor,  if  the  condoct  of 
the  member  was  not  such  as  to  induce  every  one  to  be- 
lieve that  it  was  an  abolition  petition.  He  allowed  reso« 
lutions  to  be  presented  on  that  supposition,  and  speeches 
to  be  mude,  without  undeceiving  the  House.  I'bis  tri- 
fling was  an  additional  contempt  of  the  House i  how 
much  befitting  the  age  and  standing  of  the  gentlemaa 
it  is  not  for  me  to  say. 

Mr.  T.  then  further  modified  bis  resolution  by  substi- 
tuting the  three  following  resolutions: 

1.  Reaehed^  That  the  honorable  Johv  Q.  Aravs,  by 
an  effort  to  present  a  petition  from  slaves^  baa  committed 
a  gross  contempt  of  this  House. 

3.  Raolvedf  That  the  member  from  Massachusetts 
above  named,  by  creating  the  impression,  and  showing 
the  House,  under  that  impression,  that  the  ssid  petition 
waa  for  the  abolition  of  slavery ,  when  be  knew  that  it  was 
not,  has  trifled  with  the  House. 

3.  Resofvedf  That  the  honorable  Jovar  Q.  Abavs  re- 
ceive the  censure  of  the  House  tor  his  conduct  referred 
to  in  the  preceding  resolutions. 

Mr.  PICKF.NS  observed  that  it. bad  not  been  his  in- 
tention to  address  the  House  upon  this  subject*  be  had 
not  intended  to  utier  one  word,  if  it  bad  not  been  for 
the  remarks  that  fell  from  his  friend  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
Wmb,]  and  that  he  would  now  endeavor  to  preserve  all 
the  calmness  he  could,  considering  the  momentous  top- 
ics which  had  been  drawn  into  this  discussion.  Mr.  P. 
perfectly  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Wise]  in  reference  to  the  resolutions  which  the  member 
from  Charle&ton  [Mr.  Pihckitbt]  introduced  Itft  ses- 
sion, and  which  Itad  been  substantially  adopted  again  at 
this  aession,  by  which  all  this  class  of  petitions  had  been 
received  into  this  House.  They  were  miserable  and 
pitiful  resolutions;  pitiful,  because  they  had  trifled  -wfth 
the  rights  of  the  South,  and  trifled  with  th6  rights  of  this 
House.  He  could  thank  God  that  he  had  nothing  to  do 
with  their  passsge,  and  the  deep  responsilnlity  they  had 
brought  down  upon  their  authors.  He  would  say,  in 
reply  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentlemsn  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  GniifosB,]  in  censure  of  the  gentlemen  from  the 
South  who  supported  tho9e  resolutions,  "'Thou  canst 
not  say  1  did  it."  >\hen  those  resolutions  pasM,1ie 
(Mr.  P.)  had  predicted  what  had  now  come  to  pass:  the 
scenes  which  we  now  see  passing  around  us— the  intro- 
duction of  all  kinds  of  vile  petitions  from  five  negroes  and 
slaves,  which,  under  the  resolutions,  are  treated  with 
the  respect,  in  advance,  of  having  them  received  and 
laid  upon  the  table.  But,  (said  Mr.  P.,)  although  these 
were  his  opinions,  yet,  as  long  ss  we  were  members  of 
this  b(idy,  we  were  bound  to  msintain  its  dignity,  and^do 
what  we  could  to  prevent  scenes  calculated  to  harass 
and  insult  the  fetrlings  of  a  large  portion  of  the  members 
of  this  House,  by  calling  down  our  censure  upon  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adams]  for  his  wan- 
ton attempt  to  introduce  the  rif;hts  of  slaves  upon  this 
floor,  and  by  avowing  he  held  a  paper  in  his  pocket 
purporting  to  be  a  petition  from  slaves,  signed  by  twen- 
ty-two. Mr.  P.  said  this  admitted  that  he  had  commu- 
nication with  shives,  and  was  evidence,  in  law,  of  collu- 
sion. It  broke  down  the  principle  that  the  slave  could 
only  be  known  through  his  master.  For  this  he  was  in- 
dictable, under  statute,  for  aiding  and  abetting  insurrec- 
tion; and  for  such  conduct  is  he  not  amenable  to  the 
censure  of  this  House?  The  privilege  of  speech  pro- 
tected  a  member  from  being  questioned  l>efore  any  oth- 
er tribunal,  but  does  not  exempt  him  from  being  ques- 
tioned before  this  House. 


Mr.  P.  ssid,  if  this  House  was  to  be  mtdethe  ttibsnil 
before  which  we  were  to  be  traduced  and  slendered,  if 
we  were  to  be  made  the  instruments  through  wb'ch  de- 
nunciation and  falsehood  are  to  be  heaped  upon  one  half 
of  this  confederacy,  if  we  are  to  sit  here  snd  have  onr 
feelings  harrowed  up  and  wounded  by  those  who  pre- 
tend to  be  our  brethren,  better,  far  better,  for  iii  to 
grasp  the  pillars  that  support  the  noble  edifice  of  our 
Union,  and  make  them  rock  and  totter  to  their  deepest 
foundation,  even  though  we,  together  with  the  Philii- 
tines,  should  be  overwhelmed  and  pensl)  in  oneunifer««l 
ruin.  He  (Mr.  P.)  would  losthe  and  detest  to  hetr  bis 
he>rirbeat,  if  it  could  beat,  with  one  single  emotion  of 
aflTection.for  this  Union,  if  it  is  to  be  made  htbituiilyi 
vehicle  of  abuse  and  imputation  upon  his  constituentt--« 
Unioo  thAt  is  to  bring  death  anti  ruin  upon  my  ovn  home 
and  country.  He  would  not  use  moderate  lanf;ut|^  on 
such  a  topic,  end  he  would  most  cheerfully  tote  for  the 
rcMlution  of  bis  co) league^  [Mr.  Tmom rso v. ]  Viewing. 
-ss  he  did,  the  sttempt  which  hsd  been  made  ss  an  out- 
rage upon  ttiis  House,  perpetrated  in  a  spirit  of  vinton- 
ness,  sporting  with  the  feelings  of  those  who  were  here 
under  a  common  constitution,  with  equal  rights,  snd  en- 
titled to  equal  respect,  he  looked  npon  such  conduct  as 
amenable  ttf  the  Jaws  of  the  land,  and  could  be  shown  u 
aiding  a«d  abetting  insurrection.  When  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  day  get  abroad  throughout  the  oountry-tbst 
a'memberof  this  Rouse'  held  a  petition  from  sUvei,  snd 
was  here  the  avowed  and  ready  receptacle  of  such  pv 
pers  from  slaves,  whftt  might  be  the  consequences  no 
man  could  foretellr      ' 

He  (Mr.  P.)  wts  astonished  to  hear  the  ^ntlemin 
frorfk  Kentucky,  [Mr.  HAimrv,]  sn  able  lawyer,  msinUio 
that  we  were  bound  to  receive  petitions  onder  the  con- 
stitution. Mr-  P^  here  read  the  amendment  in  the  con- 
stitution securing  the  right  of  the  people  peaceably  to  si- 
semb.le  and  petition  for  redressof  grievances,  &c;  and  thes 
askfed  if  iWe'wefe  engaged  in  passing  any  act  abrid^n; 
the  freedom  of  speech,  or  the  right  of  the  people  peice- 
abfy  to  assenbte  and  petition,  kc.  He  contended  that, 
if  we  were  tcr  pass  suoh  an  act,  it  would  be  null  **h1 
■voidi  bccsuwe  unconfetitutional;  and  this  was  tlie  meaning 
of  that  part  of  the  constitution;  but  when  they  peaceably 
assemble  and  petition,  their  rights  under  the  constitu- 
tion ended,  and  oar  rights  under  The  same  InstnimeDt 
commenced.  As  well  might  it  be  urged  that  the  peti- 
tion must  neeessaiHy  be  granted  and  forced  through,  ai: 
to  say  that  we  cannot  jndge  6f  the  propriety  of  its  recep- 
tion or  rejection;  we  must  necessarily  judge  of  the  pr«v 
priefy'of  receiving  any  papers  whatever  that  maybCj 
presented  to  otir.  judgment;  it  is  our  right  snd  dutyJ 
as  a  reflecting  or  rationsi  assembly;  it  is  inherent.  Am 
the  issue  made  upon  the  right  of  petition  is  merely  sdi- 
versioh  intended  for  public  eflfect. 

Mr.  P'.  then  made  some  other  remarks,  tending  t^ 
show  that  it  must  not  be  supposed  thst  be  was  sppr^ 
hensive,  or  feared  for  any  thing  that  might  be  tirou^ 
upon  the  country.  No;  he  said  that  Soutii  Csrolins  hsd 
no  fe«rson  this  subjeotj  she  knew  her  rights,  and,  knoWj 
ing  them,  was  resdived  to  maintain  them,  or  to  perish  i^ 
the  attempr.  She  asks  no  favors  of  this  Government  0 
this  question;  and,  as  one  of  her  representatives,  he  prouj 
ly  disdained  to  ask  any  forl>eai'ance  whatever.  He  kn« 
the  power  of  this  Government,  and  the  rights  of  W 
country;  and  while  South  Carolina  was  prepared  to  ds 
fond  the  latter,  ^he  defied  the  former.  , 

Mr.  CAMBRRLENG  observed  that  he  was  not  smoj 
the  number  of  those  who  despaired  of  the  safety  of  tw 
Union,  let  the  hurricane  come  from  what  quarter! 
would — ^from  the  North  or  from  the  South.  There  Wj 
Buflieiem  virtue  and  power  among  a  largfe  population^ 
every  quarter  of  tlie  Union,  to  keep  the  two  c**"*"* 
from  breaking  down  the  pillirs  of  ttie  confeders^ 


I60I 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


1602 


Fh.  5. 1837. J 


JiboUiion  of  Slavery* 


[II.  or  S. 


vbetber  threitened  with  ftnaticitm  on  the  one  band,  or 
innrrection  on  tlie  other.  Thii  was  the  first  time  he 
(Hr.  C.)  htd  ever  risen  to  speak  upon  this  subject;  he 
had  feh  as  gentlemen  from  the  South,  when  the  honora- 
ble member  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Liwis]  presented  his 
molutton;  be  fek,  that  g^at  as  the  sacrifice  was  to 
briog  to  tbe  bar  of  this  House  one  who  had  occupied  the 
highest  station  on  earth,  as  President  of  the  United 
States  yet  thought  that  it  ought  to  be  made.  But  now, 
after  having  beard  the  explanation  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman,  [Ur.  Abaxs,]  he  viewed  the  subject  altogether 
in  a  difrrent  light.  It  appeared  to  him  that  that  gen- 
ticDin  [Mr.  Adams]  had  been  hoaxed  by  some  young 
men  in  Fredericksburg.  The  two  gentlemen  from 
S'^ath  Carolina  [Mr.  Picxsirsand  Mr.  Taovraov]  must 
pardon  faim  for  attaching  less  importance  to  this  whole 
affair  ai  it  now  stood,  and  if  he  could  not  treat  it  with 
il«  ame  solemnity.  The  venerable  gentleman  from 
Uaanchuietts  bad  evidently  been  not  only  hoaxed  in  re- 
^<rd  to  tbe  Fredericksburg  petition,  but  insulted  in  the 
Tcry  petition  for  making  the  inquiry  about  which  he 
ni  now  arraigned  before  the  House.  The  contents  of 
the  petition  were  known  in  this  House  before  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  announced  them.  It  was 
DttQifestlj  designed  to  make  him  appear  ridiculous,  by 
pfoenting  a  petition  praying  for  his  own  expulsion.  It 
one  from  a  slavehoUing  quarter,  and  was  no  doubt  de- 
sfsed  to  insult  bim  for  presenting  so  frequently  aboli- 
tioo  petitions. 

Mr.  D.\WSON  called  upon  Mr.  Caxbxilxvo  to  men- 
^  vho  It  was  that  bad  played  this  hosxj  whoever  it 
Bight  be,  be  ought  to  be  expelled  from  this  House. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  expressed  the  same  opinion. 

Mr.  CAMBKELENG  said  be  would  not  answer  the 
qoestiofl  u  to  peraonsi  he  had  merely  heard  it  ststed 
Mtf  bim  that  the  character  of  the  petition  was  known 
Kfore  the  gentleman  from  Massachuietts  alluded  to  its 
watenti.  There  were  two  reasons  why  he  should  not 
'oieai  he  bad  first  intended  to  have  done  for  the  resolu- 
^  of  censure:  the  first  wss,  because,  viewing  the  mat- 
«er:nihe  light  he  had  placed  it,  he  thought  it  too  trifling 
» "ratter  for  which  to  bring  one  who  had  been  President 
« the  United  SUtea  to  the  bar  of  the  Uouset  and  the 
Kcood  reason  was,  because  that  gentleman  had,  by  the 
wwal  of  his  hostility  to  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  this 
Dotnct,  made  some  atonemmt  for  the  disorder  he  had 
«ctttowd  from  week  to  week  in  presenting  these  pc- 
iiUooL  It  was  due  to  the  gentleman  from  Musachu- 
Kttatomy,  further,  that  he  took  the  occasion,  on  pre. 
wjng  the  first  petition  some  years  ago,  praying  for  the 
mum  of  sUvery  in  this  District,  to  state  explicitly,  lest 
Q«eptnioaa  might  be  misunderstood  by  the  petitioners 
^  the  country,  that  he  was  utterly  opposed  to  the 
^7»  of  the  petition;  he  had  distinctly  said  that  he 
^*^  t'^e  subject  as  one  of  those  cases  in  which  the 
[^■wjr  wu  to  be  coneidered  worse  than  the  diKAse. 
'«{Mr.  c.)  should,  therefore,  with  these  views  of  the 
^  Bot  now  give  his  vote  to  the  proposition  for  cen- 
«»n»g  that  honorable  gentleman,  [Mr.  Apaxs.] 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  thought  that  what  had  fallen  from 
«|«geiiilemao  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Pattoh,)  so  far  from 
^ifigaiattsfactory  explanation,  only  helped  to  make 
*?ffl»lUr  worse.         **    ^        •       ^       f 

.^r.  Pattow  explained.''  When  he  (Mr.  P.)  saw  the 
^j«ie  proceeding  with  haste  and  warmth,  he  had  mere- 
'/i<<en  to  express  bis  opinion  that  perhaps  it  would  be 
J^ry  first  to  know  if  we  had  the  facts;  he  (Mr.  P.) 
^o<  know  what  the  facts  were,  but  he  felt  that  it  was 
"f««tedly  necessary  that,  in  such  a  case,  the  Houie 
^fht  firat  to  be  assured  of  the  facts.] 

Mf.  G.  proceeded.  He  (Mr.  G.)  would,  after  the  ex- 
*r*»^*r  ***  ^^  ^"'^»  confine  himself  to  the  ststeraent 
*»%&  had  been  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
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setts,  [Mr.  Adaxs.]  That  gentleman  knew  well,  by  his 
own  showing,  that,  when  he  asked  for  information  from 
the  Chair  on  this  subject,  he  was  entering  upon  that 
«rhich  was  calculated  deeply  to  wound  the  feelings  of 
the  South;  it  was  obvious,  therefore,  that  his  intention 
had  been  to  inflict  a  wound;  and  why,  he  (Mr.  G.)  would 
inquire,  why  should  he  have  asked  such  e.  question  of 
of  the  Chair,  when  he  must  have  known  what  would  bw 
the  ans«er?  His  intentions  being  evidently  such,  name- 
ly, to  cast  a  spark  which  would  immediately  kindle  into 
a  flame,  he  should  feel  himself  recreant  to  every  proper 
feeling  of  the  heart  and  mind,  if  he  did  not  give  his  vote 
for  this  resolution. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  said  that,  from  the  peculiar  position 
in  which  he  stood  in  relation  to  this  question,  he  was  con- 
strained to  throw  himself  upon  the  indulgence  of  the 
House.  He  concurred  entirely  with  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama,  [Mr.  LswiB,]that  this  subject  ought  not  to  be 
discussed  by  Southern  members.  Opposed,  ss  he  always 
was,  to  the  agitation  of  the  subject  of  slavery  on  that 
floor,  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that  now,  more  than 
ever,  under  the  extraordinary  circumstances  of  the  pres- 
ent case,  no  Southern  delegate  should  have  said  a  word. 
l*he  decision  of  the  question  should  have  been  left  en- 
tirely to  the  members  from  the  non-slaveholding  portions 
of  the  Union.  He  was  sure  thst,  if  the  decision  was  left 
to  them,  without  any  of  that  excited  debate  which  always 
injures  a  cause,  however  intrinsicsliy  good,  the  enlight- 
ened patriotism  and  liberal  feelinr  of  tbe  members  from 
the  non-slavebolding  States  would  have  done  all  that  was 
necessary  either  to  satisfy  the  injured  feelings  of  the 
South,  or  to  maiiltain  the  order  and  dignity  of  that  hon- 
orable House,  both  of  which  bad  been  outraged  by  the 
extraordinary  conduct  of  the  gentleman  from  Maasachu- 
setts,  [Mr.  Adaxs,]  sgalnst  whom  resolutions  of  censure 
had  been  moved.  But,  instead  of  simply  demanding  the 
action  of  the  House  upon  this  matter,  and  having  the 
seal  of  its  reprobation  placed  instantly  and  promptly  up- 
on the  indignity  thst  had  been  oflTered  both  to  the  South 
and  to  the  Hou^e,  member  after  member  had  risen,  speech 
after  speech  had  been  made,  resolution  upon  resolution 
had  been  offered,  by  Southern  members,  until  excite- 
ment had  risen  to  the  very  highest  pitch i  and,  now,  what 
was  the  consequence?  Why,  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts tells  us  that,  if  the  gentlemen  who  have  moved 
these  resolutions  wish  to  h»ve  him  censured  by  the 
House,  they  must  modify  their  resolutions,  by  striking 
out  all  that  relates  to  the  abolition  of  slavery;  fur  the 
petition  which  had  caused  all  this  excitement  not  only 
does  not  pray  for  the  abolitioo  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  but  prays  for  directly  the  reverse,  and  even 
denounces  him  [Mr.  Adaxs]  for  intf  rmeddling  with  the 
subject.  It  seems;  then,  (said  Mr.  P.,)  that  tbe  petition 
which  the  gentleman  offered  to  present  is  not  a  petition 
in  point  of  fact«  that  it  is  nothing  more  than  a  quix,  or 
hoax,  which  has  been  played  off  upon  the  gentleman 
himself;  and  that,  probably,  in  retaliation  for  the  joke 
practised  on  himself,  he  determined  to  carry  it  still  fur* 
ther,  by  pisying  it  off  upon  the  House.  Dut  whether 
the  petition  was  genuine  or  not;  whether  it  prayed  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery,  or  the  expulsion  of  the  gentle- 
man himself;  and  whether  the  gentleman  waa  in  jest  or 
earnest,  his  conduct  was  unquestionably  reprehensible, 
and  such  as  ought  to  be  visited  with  the  severest  censure 
of  the  House.  If  the  petition  was  genuine,  it  was  an  ia« 
dignity  to  the  House  to  have  offered  to  present  it,  pur- 
porting, ss  it  did,  to  come  from  slaves.  Does  not  the 
gentleman  know  that  the  right  of  petition  only  attaches 
to  the  free  white  people  of  the  Union,  and  that  sisvet 
can  only  be  heard  in  a  legislative  body  through  tbe  agen- 
cy of  their  owners?  But  if  the  petition  wasa  hosx,  then 
the  conduct  of  the  gentleman  was  still  more  unjustifia* 
ble.    It  was  adding  intuit  to  injury  t  first,  by  creating  the 


1603 


GALES  &  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


1604 


II.  or  R.] 


Jbolition  of  Slavery. 


[Feb.  6, 1837. 


impression  that  it  was  a  g^enuine  petition,  and  pro- 
ducing a  scene  of  unparalleled  excitement  in  the  House; 
and  then,  as  if  he  rerelled  in  the  tennpest  be  had  raised, 
turning  it  all  into  ridicule,  by  telling  us  now,  after  apro- 
tracted  debate  of  several  hours,  that  the  petition  is  in  fa- 
vor of  slavery,  not  against  it,  and  that  it  was  more  against 
himself  than  any  thing  else.  The  gentleman,  if  such  ia 
his  disposition,  may  enjoy  this  joke,  and  enjoy  this  scene; 
but  farces  of  this  kind  neither  suit  the  humor  of  the 
slaveholding  States,  nor  comport  with  tbe  character  and 
dignity  of  tbe  Legislature  of  the  nation.  But  the  gen- 
tleman says  he  did  not  present  this  petition,  nor  offer  to 
present  it;  be  only  stated  that  he  had  such  a  petition,  and 
inquired  of  the  Chair  whether  it  would  come  under  the 
order  of  the  House,  by  which  all  papers  relating  to  sla- 
very are  directed  to  be  laid  upon  the  tab'e,  without 
printing  or  commitment,  or  any  action  whatsoever. 

k  would  seem,  then,  (said  Mr.  P.,)  that  this  notable 
hoax  of  a  slave  memorial  was  an  ingenious  device,  by 
which  the  gentleman  had  attempted  to  manifest  his  con- 
tempt for  an  order  solemnly  adopted  by  this  House,  un- 
der the  pitiful  pretext  that  because  the  said  hoax  bad 
reference  to  slavery,  it  must,  therefore,  be  received  and 
laid  upon  the  table,  as  included  in  the  general  and  com- 
prehensive scope  of  the  aforesaid  order.  If  this  was  the 
object  of  the  gentleman,  so  far  from  mending  the  mat- 
ter, it  only  made  it  worse;  for,  according  to  his  own 
showing,  he  had  not  only  offended  the  House,  in  car- 
nest,  or  trifled  with  it,  if  in  jest,  but,  in  either  case,  bad 
determined,  if  possible,  to  throw  ridicule  upon  a  resolu- 
tiom  which  the  House  had  thought  proper  to  adopt  for 
its  own  governance,  in  relation  to  all  papers  connected 
with  the  subject  of  the  abolition  of  slavery.  Mr.  P.  had 
no  doubt  that  this  laudable  motive  was  duly  appreciated 
by  the  House,  and  that  they  would  manifeat  their  high 
aense  of  tbe  ingenuity  of  the  gentleman  in  the  manner 
that  became  them.  But  it  was  not  Mr.  P's  object  to 
discuts  the  conduct  of  that  gentleman;  that  had  been  am- 
ply done  by  others.  He  rose  for  another  and  a  very  dif- 
ferent purpose;  one  somewhat  personally  affecting  him- 
self, and  but  for  which  he  would  not  have  troubled  the 
House  with  a  single  observation.  Pointed  allusions, 
which  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  notice,  had  been  made  by 
two  gentlemen  to  the  resolution  adopted  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, in  relation  to  abolition,  and  of  which  he  was  proud 
that  he  had  been  the  mover.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  GmAiroxB]  bad  endeavored  to  prove  that  the 
attempt  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Ad- 
ams] to  oner  a  petition  from  slaves,  and  all  the  miacbief 
and  excitement  produced  by  that  attempt,  were  all  en- 
tirely owing  to  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  to  which 
be  had  just  adverted.  Such  an  argument  was  scarcely 
worthy  of  serious  refutation;  but,  coming  from  the  high 
source  it  did,  he  could  not  permit  it  to  pass  unnoticed. 
Strictly  speaking,  Mr.  P.  had  no  connexion  with  the  or- 
der or  resolution  recently  adopted  and  now  in  force. 
The  Speaker  had  decided  that  the  resolution  adopted 
last  session  ceased  its  operation  with  the  termination  of 
that  session.  The  resolution  now  in  force  was  moved  by 
Mr.  Hawis,  a  member  from  Kentucky.  Mr.  P.  did 
not  say  this  by  way  of  avoiding  any  responsibility  con- 
nected with  thHt  movement;  far  from  it.  He  had  voted 
for  the  resolution  most  cordially,  because  it  was  identical 
with  the  one  adopted  laat  session,  and  which  originated 
with  himself.  Nay,  more:  he  had  intended  to  have  re- 
newed that  proposition  this  session,  but  was  anticipated 
by  the  member  from  Kentucky.  A  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  [Mr.  Btitvm]  had  the  floor  upon  the 
question  of  reception,  raised  upon  a  memorial  presented 
by  the  member  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams.]  He 
had  spoken  on  one  Monday,  and  was  to  have  concluded 
on  tbe  next.  Courtesy  demanded  the  postpone  roe  nt  of 
tbe  resolution  until  he  should  have  had  an  opportunity 


to  complete  his  argument,  and  it  was  delayed  sccord- 
ingly.  The  member  from  North  Carolina  knew  of  Mr. 
P's  intention,  and  of  his  motive  for  delaying  its  execu* 
tion,  because  he  had  communicated  with  him  on  the  sub- 
ject. [Mr.  Btsum  signified  assent.]  But,  as  he  had 
already  atated,  he  was  anticipated  by  the  tbe  member 
from  Kentucky.  The  resolution,  notwithstanding,  hid 
had  his  most  cordial  concurrence;  and,  if  gentlemen  de- 
sired to  lay  it  to  his  door,  he  was  perfectly  willing  to  as- 
sume its  paternity.  Considering  the  present  resolution, 
then,  and  the  one  adopted  last  session,  as  one  and  the 
same,  and  himself  responsible  therefor,  what  was  the  his- 
tory of  that  much-abused  resolution?  Every  genilenttn 
recollects  the  occurrences  that  transpired  last  session. 
After  three  months  of  extraordinary  excitement,  iraing 
from  a  most  injudicious  contest  on  the  question  of  recep- 
tion, or,  in  other  words,  on  the  great  constitutional 
question  of  the  right  of  petition,  a  resolution  was  adopt- 
ed by  the  House,  referring  all  abolition  memorials  to  t 
select  committee,  with  instructions  to  report  that  Con- 
gress cannot  interfere  with  the  institution  of  slavery  in 
the  District  of  Columbis,  because  it  would  be  a  tioU- 
tion  of  the  public  faith,  and  dangerous  to  the  existence 
of  this  Union.  That  resolution  was  adopted  by  a  very 
large  majority;  and  when  the  committee  submitted  then 
report,  another  resolution,  recommended  by  the  commit< 
tee,  was  subsequently  adopted  by  tbe  House,  directing 
that  all  abolition  papers  should,  without  being  printed  oi 
referred,  be  laid  upon  the  table,  and  that  no  further  ac 
tion  whatever  should  be  had  thereon.  By  the  adoption  ol 
the  first  resolution,  particularly  when  taken  in  connex 
ion  with  the  report  of  the  committee,  the  faitb  of  thi 
nation  was  solemnly  pledged  to  the  slaveholding  State 
that  no  interference  whatever  would  be  attempted,  oi 
the  part  of  the  Federal  Government,  with  the  iostitutjoi 
of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  By  the  adoptioi 
of  the  second,  an  equally  solemn  assurance  was  gi^e 
that  no  further  agitation  of  the  subject  of  slavery  wou^ 
be  permitted  within  the  hall  of  the  House  of  Represenl 
atives.  The  latter  wss  an  appropriate  corollary  to  the  foi 
mer,  and  showed  conclusively  that  tbe  House  did  nut  it 
tend  to  "  hold  the  word  of  promise  to  tbe  ear,  and  brc* 
it  to  the  hope.'*  The  great  object  of  all  those  proccc( 
ings  was  to  allay  excitement,  to  repress  the  fanatd 
spirit  of  abolitionism,  to  restore  harmony  to  our  dislrac 
ed  country,  and  to  strengthen  and  burnish  that  beaut 
ful  constitutional  compact  which  binds  us  in  unity  as  a  fan 
ily  of  States.  And  that  object  has  been  attained.  Tl 
resolutions  alluded  to  were  satisfactory  to  the  South  ac 
satisfactory  to  the  North.  Their  success  succeeded  tt 
expectations  of  their  most  sanguine  advocates.  Kvel 
thing  that  has  occurred  since  tbe  last  session  of  Congre 
aflurds  abundant  evidence  of  this.  Abolition  meetinj 
and  lectures  were  incomparably  fewer  and  less  nume 
ous  than  formerly.  Several  Legislatures  of  the  no 
slaveholding  States  had  adopted  admirable  and  pairiol 
resolutions  against  the  abolitionists,  and  in  favor  of  ti 
constitutional  rights  of  the  Southern  States,  asreg^r 
their  peculiar  domestic  polity.  The  spirit  of  the  pc 
pie  every  where  was  against  abolition.  It  was  reantfe 
ly  going  down,  though,  in  its  dissolution,  it  heaved  ai 
struggled  with  convulsive  agony.  This  was  deal 
proved  by  the  comparative  fewness  and  exclusive  chj 
acter  of  tbe  memorials  presented  to  the  House  this  si 
siun.  They  are  decidedly  fewer  than  those  present 
last  session,  and,  with  only  two  or  three  exceptions,  a 
all  signed  by  women  and  children.  This  is  a  remarl 
ble  fact,  and  well  worthy  of  attention.  Last  yesr  ih< 
were  upwsrds  of  20,000  male  signatures;  now  we  ba 
scarcely  any  thing  but  female.  Tbe  fact  is  undeniai 
that  the  proceedings  of  the  last  session  have  been  pi 
ductive  of  immense  advantage.  They  have  roused  t 
patriotism  of  the  nation,  and  chained  down  fanaticism 
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its  den  of  darknen.  But  it  li  because  the  iptrit  of  abo- 
Fition  if  thus  repressed  and  kept  down  by  the  resolutions 
of  this  House  that  it  itrug^les  and  acreams  as  it  does 
with  demoniac  ra^.  Its  element  is  agitationi  its  life- 
blood  is  eieitement.  Give  it  the  question  of  reception — 
gire  it  a  daily  conteat  on  the  right  of  petition — produce 
conittnt  confusion  and  turmoil  here — produce  a  corre- 
sponding spirit  in  every  section  of  the  Union — ^ind  this 
ii  ill  it  wants  and  all  it  asks.  Like  the  abhorrent 
siwatl  that  preya  on  corp^ea,  it  thrives  and  fattens  on 
the  distrenes  of  the  country.  All  that  it  asks  is  to  kin- 
dtea  fltffle  at  the  Capitol  tliat  may  consume  the  Union. 
Allow  it  to  do  that,  and  ita  work  ia  done.  Allow  it  to  So 
that,  lod  it  will  soon  "  cry  Hecate,  and  let  slip  the  dogs 
ofvir."  But  repress  agitation — give  no  scope  for  tur- 
moil—nail the  memorials  to  the  table — allow  no  discua- 
siofl  or  action  on  them— and  hawing  nothing  to  go  on, 
no  flime  to  fan,  no  atrife  to  stir,  it  must  necessarily 
droop  snd  die,  and  aoon  cease  tu  infect  ua  with  its  pcatif- 
er«as  breath.  This  ia  not  only  the  language  of  common 
tensr,  but  it  is  the  testimony  of  experience.  We  have 
the  evidence  of  this  aeaaion,  and  of  the  laat  six  months, 
to  profc  that  abolition  haa  decreased  and  is  decreasing. 
And  this  result  has  l>een  produced  by  the  resolutions  of 
ib'a  House;  and  it  is  because  this  result  hu  been  pro- 
duced, and  because  slavery  can  no  longer  be  made  the 
aibject  of  agitation  and  excitement,  that  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  laat  session  is  now  assailed  on  all  aides  with 
unwonted  bittemesa  and  fury. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Gbiitosb]  re- 
grets tbtt  Mr.  Adaxs  should  have  offered  to  present  a 
Demorial  from  alaves,  but  ascribes  it  entirely  to  the  cir- 
cumstance that  the  resolution   now  in  force   requires 
tbit  all  papers  relating  to  slavery,  or  the  abolition  of 
sbvery,  shall  be  laid  upon  the  table.    This  was  the  ar- 
nment  of  Mr.  A  oaks  himself.     But    the  gentleman 
f/omNew  York  ia  miataken.    The  resolution  is  answer- 
able for  no  such  consequence.     In  the  first  place,  this 
tbn  memorial  haa  not  been  received,  and  never  will  be. 
Ithtsnot  been  laid  upon  the  table,  and  never  will  be. 
It  does  not  come  within  the  order  of  the  Houae,  nor 
ever  will.    This  answer  is  sufficient.     The  objection  to 
the  resolution  n  aealtered  to  the  winds.     But  again:  the 
Rwlution  neceaaarily  embraces  only  thoae  who  are  con- 
ititutionally  entitled  to  addresa  this  House.     It  relates 
exclttsively  to    the  free  white   citizens  of  the  United 
Sutei.   Stavea  are  not  entitled  to  petition.     They  are 
not  known  to  the  Federal  Government.     They  cannot 
Bpproich  it,  nor  can  the  Government  legislate  for  them. 
Even  in  the  alaveholding  States,  a  slave  can  only  sp- 
protchthe  Legislature  through  the  intervention  of  hia 
a<ster.    He  haa  no  right  to  petition  for  himself.     How 
*bnird,  then,  to  auppose  that  he  can  petition  here!    If 
he  htd  a  rght  to    petition.  Congress   would  have  the 
c<*rrelative  right  to  hear    him.     But   Congress  cannot 
^  him,  cannot  act  for  him,  and  therefore  it  is  de- 
'wniinble  that,  aa  Congpreas  cannot  hear  him,  he  can- 
Mt  bive  a  right  to  be  heard.     Who  ever  dreamt,  when 
^t  resolution  was  adopted,  that  any  member  of  this 
HoQse  would  so  far  forget  its  dignity  aa  to  endeavor  to 
^vide  the  resolution,  or  to  cast  contempt  upon  it,  by 
attempting  to  introduce  a  memorial  from  negroes!     Mr. 
^-  aid  be  would  just  aa  soon  have  supposed  that  the 
Scntlemtn  from  Massachusetts  would  have  offered  a  me- 
morial from  a  cow  or  a  horse— for  he  might  ss  well  be 
Morgan  of  one  species  of  property  as  another.  Slaves 
*ere  property.     They  were  not  only  recognised  aa  such 
^1  the  laws  of  the  slareholding  States,  but  by  the  fed- 
<r>l  constitution  itself.     This  could  easily  be  shown  by 
feference  to  various  provisions  in  that  instrument,  bear- 
ing on  this  subject.     But  the  subject  iUelf  was  too  ab- 
turd  for  argument.     Not  a  single  member,  he  was  sure, 
<"^  only  excepted,  could  be  persuaded  to  think  serious- 


ly of  the  right  of  a  sTave  to  menforial  ze  that  House;  and 
he  would  therefore  aay  nothing  further  upon  that  point. 
But  again:  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Gaxv- 
BFM,]  after  denouncing  the  resolution,  contends  that  the 
only  true  way  to  treat  the  aubject  of  abolition  is  to  al- 
low every  memorial  to  be  considered  on  its  merits^  and 
to  be  received  or   rejected,  as   the  House  may  think 
proper  to  determine,  after  a  manly  trial  of  the  issue  on 
the  question  of  reception.     No  doubt    (said  Mr.  P.) 
ewtry  abolition  journal  in  the  country  ia  of  the  aame 
opinion.     Mr.  P.  said  he  had  recently  been  favored  by 
the  editor  of  "  The  Friend  of  Man,"  with  a  number  of 
that  paper.'    It  contained  a  long  review  of  the  report  he 
had  submitted  to  the  House,  at  the  last  session,  on  (he 
subject  of  abolition.     It  not  only  condemned  that  re- 
port, but  assailed  Mr.  P.  himaelf,  in  the  most  bitter  and 
unsparing  terms.     It  insisted  that  the  resolutions  adopt- 
ed by  the   House  were  equivalent  to  a  deninl   of  the 
right  of  petition,  and  charged  the  House  with  cruelly 
and  despotism,  arguing  very  naturally  that  the  right  to 
petition  is  a  nullity,  If,  after  the  memorials  are  received, 
they  are  deposited  quietly  in  the  tomb  of  the  Capulets, 
with  no  hope  of  resurrection  from  their  sleep  of  dea«li. 
And  it  had  a  great  deal  about  the  rights  of  freemen,  and 
the  insolence  of  slaveholders,  snd  the  base  servility  of 
the  House,  declaring  unequivocally  that  it  would  rather 
see  the  Union  dissolved  than  that  the  free  citizens  of 
the  free  States  should  be  forced  to  succumb  to  slaves. 
But  then  it  went  most  manfully  for  the  question  of  re- 
ception—the editor,  no  doubt,  chuckling  at  the  recol- 
lection of  the  memorable  vote  of  three  fourths  and 
more  by  which  the  South  was  defeated  in  the  Senate. 
But  the  question  of  reception  is  the  true  issue.     So 
says  the  gentleman  from  New  York.     So  say  the  abo- 
litionists.    So  say  certain  gentlemen  from  the  slavehold- 
ing  States.  We  must  not  fight  the  principle  of  abolition, 
but  the  right  of  petition.     We  must  not  repreas  the  ac- 
tual movements  of  the  fanatics,  but  ^ive  them  every  ad- 
vantage that  we  can  by  making  factitious  issues  upon  ab- 
stract points.     We  must  not  meet  them  upon  grounds 
on  which  we  are  able  to  conquer  them,  but  on  thoae 
grounds  only  on  which  they  are  moat  aure  to  conquer  us. 
Well,  gentlemen  have  had  their  wilt.     Their  true  issue 
has  been  made.     The  question  of  reception  has  been 
foraed  upon  the  House,  as  it  was  upon  the  Senate  and 
the  South,  a  second  time;  has  been  moat  signally  defeat- 
ed. And  how  have  the  abolitionists  borne  their  triumph  f 
He  would  tell  the  House.  Another  paper,  **  The  Eman- 
cipator," had  been  very  kindly  sent  him.     It  hailed  with 
ecstasy  the  '*  glorious  news  from  Washington."    It  sung 
lo  psan  to  the  victory  that  had  been  gained  at  last 
over  <*  the  r.uHifiers  of  the  South."    It  rallied  its  forces 
to  a  renewed  conflict  with  *•  the  dark  spirit  of  slavery.* 
It  called  upon  them  to  exert  all  their  energies  in  the 
transmission  of  memorials  to  Congress.    The  enemy  was 
beaten;  the  Capitol  was  theirs;  they  had  only  to  enter, 
and  possess  the  spoils.     It  was  a  remarkable  fact,  that 
before  that  issue  was  made,  very  few  abolition  memoriala 
had  been  sent  to  be  presented  to  the  House.    The  gen- 
eral understanding  wan,  that,  under  the  resolutions  of 
the  last  session,  every  memorial  of  that  kind  would  be 
instantly  laid  upon  the  table,  there  to  lie  untouched  for- 
ever; and  under  that  gloomy  and  discouraging  prospect, 
even  the  indomitable  spirit  of  fanaticism  had  no  heart  to 
send  them.     But  the  moment  the  abolitionists  had  beard 
that  ttie  Chair  had  decided  that  the  resolution  of  the  \%s% 
session  expired  with  the  expiration  of  (he  session,  and,  in 
addition  to  that,  that  the  question  of  reception  had  been 
tried  and  carried  in  their  favor, they  revived  from  the  dead, 
shook  off* their  despondency, renewed  the  contest  with  re- 
doubled vigor,  and  began  to  pour  in  the  memorials  with 
which  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has  entertained 
and  edified  the  House  for  the  last  three  weeks.     Such 
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were  the  fruits  of  the  true  m\ie,  m  gCDtlemen  were 
pleased  to  term  it.  Mr.  P.  nid  he  thanked  Heaven  he 
had  no  participttion  in  the  production  of  those  fruiti. 
He  thanked  Heaven  that  the  incendiary  fanatics,  against 
wliom  he  had  contended  faithfully,  had  never  boasted  of 
advantages  that  he  had  given  them,  nor  proclaimed  a 
triumph  which  they  had  been  enabled  to  achieve  through 
bis  instrumentslity.  It  was  his  peculiar  fortune  lobe 
abuied  and  vilified  by  a  certain  portion  of  the  South  on 
the  one  aide,  and  by  alt  the  abolitionists  upon  the  other. 
It  troubled  not  his  pesce.  He  had  an  approving  con- 
science of  whucb  nothing  could  deprive  him,  and  was 
determined  to  move  on  calmly  in  the  even  tenor  of  his 
way.  He  knew  that  justice  would  yet  be  done  him, 
even  by  those  who  now  denounced  him,  and  be  would 
continue  to  protect  their  interests,  in  spite  of  their 
curses,  and  regardless  of  tbeir  enmity. 

It  was  the  lot  of  others,  on  the  contrary,  to  be  lauded 
by  that  portion  of  the  South  who  were  displeased  with 
him,  and  also  by  the  very  incendiary  enemy  with  whom 
they  were  contending  for  the  rights  and  welfare  of  the 
injured  South.  He  did  not  pretend  to  account  for  this 
remarkable  coincidence.  Conscious  of  the  purity  of  his 
own  motives,  he  never  cast  impuiationa  upon  the  mo- 
tives of  others.  It  was  tnie  there  were  many  things  in 
the  political  operstions  of  the  present  day  that  passed 
his  comprehension)  but  still  he  was  willing  to  believe 
that  it  was  more  the  result  of  his  own  obtuseness  of  in- 
tellect than  of  any  thing  wrong  in  the  operations  them- 
selves. He  was  a  Southerner,  but  he  could  not  under- 
stand why  pipers,  professedly  devoted  to  the  South, 
should  hail  the  election  of  individuals  friendly  to  aboli- 
tion as  political  triumphs,  nor  why  Southerners  and 
abolitionists  should  choose  the  same  mode  of  action, 
leading  invariably  to  the  advantage  of  the  latter.  He 
was  a  Tree-trade  man,  but  he  Cbuld  not  underatand  why 
papers,  professing  free-trade  principles,  should  be  op- 
posed to  a  reduction  of  high  protective  duties,  and  be 
constantly  filled  with  speeches  and  easays  in  favor  of  the 
mtnufscturers,  and  the  obligation  of  the  Government  to 
sustain  their  monopoly.  He  was  a  strict  constructionist, 
but  he  could  not  understand  upon  what  principle  of 
strict  construction  those  professing  the  doctrine  acted, 
who  advocated  the  continuance  of  an  enormous  surplus 
In  the  Treasury,  with  a  view  to  its  distribution  among 
the  States,  rather  than  a  reduction  of  unnecebaary  and 
oppressive  taxes  to  the  legitimate  necessities  of  Govern- 
ment. He  was  a  State-rights  msn,  but  be  could  not 
understand  why  the  admission  of  Michigan  was  opposed 
becsuse  she  was  a  St»te,  nctr  why  the  voice  of  her  peo- 
ple was  to  be  rejected,  because  tbi-y  had  chosen  to 
assemble  in  convention,  in  tbeir  sovereign  capacity, 
without  the  permission  of  their  Legislature.  He  held 
thtt  the  power  of  the  people  was  supreme,  and  that 
constitutions  and  legislatures  were  but  organized  expres- 
sions of  their  will,  ind  authorized  agents  to  execute  their 
pleasure.  He  certainly  would  not  venture  to  say  to  the 
people  of  South  Carolina  that  they  had  no  right  to  as- 
semble in  convention,  in  their  sovereign  capacity,  if  the 
Legialature  of  their  State  should  presumptuously  forbid 
it.  And  whst  he  would  asaert  and  mainttin  for  his 
own  State,  he  did  not  feel  warranted  to  deny  to  tiie 
people  of  Michigan.  He  saw  no  anarchy  in  their  con- 
duct. He  aaw  nothing  but  a  peaceful  and  rightful  as- 
semblage of  the  people,  fur  the  lawful  purpose  of  giving 
their  assent  to  the  act  of  Congress,  snd  with  the  laudable 
design  of  effecting  their  admission  into  the  confederacy 
of  the  States.  In  his  humble  judgment,  to  have  reject- 
ed her  application  for  admission  would  have  been  con- 
duct infinitely  more  liable  to  the  charge  of  anarchy  and 
revolution.  She  would  then  have  been  a  State,  but  out 
of  the  Union)  and  Congreas  in  that  event  would  not  only 
have  dismembered  the  Union  of  a  large  portion  of  its 


territory,  but  would  have  erected  a  separate  snd  inde* 
pendent  State,  in  the  bosom  of  the  confederacji  not 
subject  to  the  laws  of  the  Federal  Government,  but  st 
full  liberty  to  puraue  whatever  career  she  pleased,  no 
matter  what  confusion  or  disorder  might  hare  resulted 
from  her  movements. 

But  to  return  to  the  resolution  relating  to  abolition. 
One  assailant,  he  would  have  supposed,  might  have  been 
sufficient  to  destroy  so  poor  a  breastwork,  especially 
when  that  assailant  was  the  distinguished  member  from 
New  York.  But  It  still  stood  firmt  ay,  ss  firm  as  the 
]f  liars  of  honesty  and  troth;  and,  therefore,  one  of  bis 
colleagues  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Picxxva]  bad  cone 
to  the  aid  of  that  honorable  memt>er.  He,  too,  bad  de- 
nounced the  reaolution.  He  had  called  it  ■<  miserable," 
**  pitiful,"  and,  following  the  example  of  the  honorable 
member  from  New  York,  liad  endeavored  to  demon- 
strate that  it  waa  owing  to  that  resolution  that  Mr.  Aoixi 
had  acted  as  he  had  done,  and  that  all  the  unpleattntand 
exciting  scenes  of  the  day  had  happened. 

Mr.  P.  aaid  he  cared  nothing  for  the  epithets  bis  col- 
league had  thought  proper  to  apply  to  that  resolution. 
Epithets  were  not  argument,  and  argument  wai  necci- 
sary  to  prove  that  the  epithets  were  warranted.  But  hi 
would  tell  his  colleague  one  thing.  The  gentleman  froo 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Ha  was,]  who  introduced  the  resolution, 
was  not  present  to  defend  it.  He  would  tell  him  anothti 
thing.  It  had  been  adopted  by  in  overwhelming  mt 
jority  of  the  whole  House;  and,  therefore,  if  it  waa  rrall] 
pitiful,  there  were  so  many  to  divide  the  censure,  tha 
scarcely  any  one  would  feel  ila  weight.  He  would  tel 
him  yet  another  thing.  It  was  adopted  by  an  over 
whelming  majority  of  the  Representatives  from  the  slivc 
holding  States;  and,  therefore,  if  all  who  voted  lor  i 
were  dialoyal  to  the  South,  she  might  indeed  becontid 
ered  as  having  been  surrendered  to  the  enemy.  Tber 
were  on  that  floor  upwarda  of  m,  hundred  slavehoidmi 
delegates,  and  of  all  that  number  not  more  than  siztee 
had  voted  against  the  resolution i  upwards  of  eighty  o 
the  one  side,  and  aixteen  on  the  other.  Mr.  P.  said  b 
did  not  profess  to  understand  the  interests  of  the  »Uv< 
holding  States  belter  than  other  membera  from  thof 
States,  and  be  was,  therefore,  sincerely  rejoiced  at  tli 
almoat  undivided  support  that  his  miserable  refolutio 
had  received  from  the  alaveholding  interest  within  tb« 
walls.  Miserable  as  it  might  be,  the  support  that  ba 
been  given  it  showed  tbe  absolute  necessity  for  its  sdo| 
tion.  It  showed  its  importance  and  its  policy.  ^^ 
than  that,  it  showed  its  great  and  growing  popularit] 
At  the  last  session,  the  slaveholding  vote  in  favor  of  th 
reaolution  was,  perhapa,  not  more  than  two  thirds;  not 
it  is  more  than  four  fifths.  This  great  increase  of  slav 
holding  votes  would  not  have  taken  place  but  for  tl 
frfvor  the  resolution  baa  acquired  in  the  slaveholdif 
States.  It  is  its  strength  with  the  people  that  has  cauii 
their  delegates  to  rally  around  it  with  such  unanini 
and  ardor.  And  that  strength  will  increase  atill  mor 
The  occurrences  of  this  very  day  will  increase  it.  If  >> 
thing  on  earth  can  show  the  necessity  of  laying  abotitii 
papera  on  the  table  without  printing,  reference,  or  I 
tion  of  any  kind  whatever,  it  is  the  extraordinary  leg 
lative  pUy  that  has  this  day  been  enacted  on  tuis  tb< 
tre;  the  tragedy,  the  farce,  the  painful  excitement,  I 
ludicrous  burlesque,  the  contempt  and  ridicule  broiig 
upon  this  House,  and  the  deep  disgrace  inflicted  ono 
country.  Mr.  P.  said  be  would  tell  his  colleague | 
another  thing.  That  same  miserable  resolution  had  b^ 
suaUined  by  a  decided  majority  of  Charleston  distrv 
The  late  congreasional  canvaas  turned  exclusively  up 
the  abolition  queation.  True,  he  had  lost  his  election 
a  very  small  majority.  But  the  approval  of  bis  condui 
by  a  majority  of  the  voters,  waa  equally  true,  n»tw» 
•Uoding.    A  large  number  of  those  who  voted  for  I 
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eonpetitor  are  known  to  have  approved  it,  and  would 
biveToted  for  him  (Mr.  P.)  againiC  any  other  individual 
a  tiie  dislriet. 

Hr,  P.  nid  hit  respected  competitor  himielf  hid 
openly  ezpretsed  bii  concurrence  in  his  cotirte,  and  he 
rejoiced  that  that  coune  would  be  toftaioed  hereafter 
by  intellect  and  eloquence  to  admirably  calculated  to 
Rutt'mit.  Tea,  (aaid  Mr.  P.,)  I  glory  in  that  course.    I 
glory  in  that  resolution.     I  glory  that  for  once,  at  least, 
in  nj  life,  1  looked  to  the  true  welfare  of  the  South,  in 
connexion  vith  the  happineas  and  harmony  of  our  whole 
coDOMo  country.     1  am  proud  that,  in  havin|r  pursued 
ibit  coarae,  I  have  been  cheered  by  the  cordial  *<  well 
done"  of  heads  as  sound  and  hearts  as  pure  as  anv  that 
undertook  to  proscribe  me,  here  or  elsewhere;  of  ven- 
enble  rerolationary  patriots«  of  as  Intelligent  and  high- 
minded  merchants  and  mechanics  as  ever  did  honor  by 
tbeir  spirit  and  enterprise  to  any  city  upon  the  earth «  of 
tboK  gallant  volunteers  who  new,  at  the  first  cry  for 
help,  to  rescue  their  brethren  of  Florida  from  the  mur- 
derous tomahawk  and  scalping-knife;  and  of  those  gen- 
erous and  patriotic  adopted  citixens,  who  always  prove 
themselres  the  very  beat  natives  when  their  adopted 
country  demands  their  services.     Mr.  P.  said  he  would 
(rouble  the  House  with  only  one  word  more.     There 
were  tvo  acts  of  his  life  he  should  always  remember  with 
pttuliir  pleasure:  the  one  wss  the  miserable  resolution, 
vbich,  miserable  as  it  was,  had  so  far  kept  down  aboli- 
tioo  that  not  all  the  efforts  of  fanatics  and  agitators  could 
reaore  the  pressure i  and  the  other,  that  it  was  on  hb 
notion  that  the  first  colonization  memorial,  praying  for 
tb<  aid  and  interference  of  this  Government,  had  been 
lud  upon  the  table;  the  vote  upon  that  question  being 
Rcorded  on  the  Journal.     And  he  would  take  this  occa- 
■on  to  enter  his  protest  against  any  further  efforts  to  ob- 
Hio  such  aid.    Congreas  has  no  more  constitutional  au- 
thority to  apply  the  public  revenue  in  aid  of  colonixation 
(baa  of  abolition  societies,  and  the  first  appropriation  of 
(bii  kind  in  behalf  of  the  one  may  well  be  regarded  as 
ID  entering  wedge  to  similar  expenditures  in  relation  to 
the  other.  He  hoped  that  the  friends  of  the  cause  would 
discountenance  auch  applications.     It  was  the  most  im- 
poKttc  coarse  that  could  be  adopted  as  regards  the  ata- 
bSiiy  and  utility  of  the  cauae  itself.    The  people  of  the 
South  will  never  tolerate  any  interference  by  the  Fed- 
ntl  Go?ernment  with  any  operation  in  which  negroes 
ve  iorolTed.    By  connecting  this  cause  with  the  Fed- 
eral Goremment,  it  will  aaauredly  become  odioua  to  the 
freat  body  of  the  people,  and  multitudes  who  now 
cbeerfully  support  it  will  become  its  foes.     Colonization 
s  ezclusif ely  a  State  concern.     It  belongs  entirely  to 
the  indif idual  States  and  to  the  people.     The  State 
Legislatures,  if  they  choose,  may  sustain  it  from  their 
I'caaurtes.    They  have  the  right  to  do  so«  but  Congress 
buno  BQch  right  I  nor  will  the  people  of  the  South  ever 
aibmit  to  be  Used  that  the  proceeds  of  the  taxes  may 
be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  their  slaves,  with  a  view 
to  ibeir  emancipation  or  removal  into  Africa.     As  to  ah- 
oTiiioo,  he  would  only  remark,  that  while  others  atrug- 
P*  to  create  excitement,  he  would  endeavor  to  prevent 
ki  ^^^^^  others  sre  calling  for  a  Southern  convention, 
bevould  endeavor  to  avert  its  necessity!  while  others 
^  sapping  the  foundations  of  the  Union,  be  would  en- 
j^Tor  to  confirm  it|  and,  with  these  views,  he  sincerely 
boped  that  aa  the  reaolution,  of  which  he  was  the  origi* 
M  Qorer,  had  been  adopted  at  the  last  session,  and  re* 
^opted  at  the  present,  so  it  would  continue  to  be 
adopted  and  enforced  during  every  succeeding  Congress, 
*bile  there  waa  a  aingle  fanatic  to  infest  this  hall,  or  an 
American  patriot  to  defeat  his  object. 

After  a  few  incidental  observations  by  Mr.  CAM- 
BHELENG.  Mr.  LAWLER,  Mr.  WISE,  and  Mr. 
^J^R,  the  House  adjourned,  without  coming  to  any 
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CENSURE  OF  MR.  ADAMS. 

As  soon  as  the  reading  of  the  journal  was  concluded, 
Mr.  ADAMS  rose  and  said  the  minutes  on  the  journal 
of  the  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  not,  in  one  partic- 
ular, sufficiently  explicit.  The  journal  stated  that  Mr. 
Tbompsov,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  a  modification  of 
hia  own  reaolution  **  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Lxwis,  of 
Alabama i'*  whereas,  Mr.  A.  contended  that  the  journal 
should  set  forth  that  Mr.  Lewis  had  moved,  or  offered 
to  move,  that  resolution  as  an  amendment,  and  that  then 
Mr.  Thompsov,  of  South  Carolina,  accepted  it. 

After  some  conversation  between  Messrs.  ADAMS, 
THOMPSON  of  South  Carolina,  LAWLER,  EVER- 
ETT, WILLIAMS  of  Kentucky,  ALFORD,  ELMORE, 
and  MERCER,  the  journal  was  amended  according  to 
the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Adaxs. 

The  House  then  resumefl  the  consideration  of  the  un- 
finished business  of  yesterday,  being  the  **  privileged 
question"  of  censure  embraced  in  the  following  resolu- 
tions, submitted  by  Mr.  Taoxrsov,  of  South  Carolina: 
"  1.  RtBoMi^  That  the  Hon.  Johh  Qviacv  AsAxa,  by 
an  effort  to  present  a  petition  from  slaves,  has  committed 
a  gross  contempt  of  this  House. 

*'  3.  Aeso/vecf,  That  the  member  from  Massachusetts, 
above  named,  by  creating  the  impression,  and  leaving 
the  House  under  such  impression,  that  aaid  petition  wu 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  when  he  knew  it  was  not,  has 
trifled  with  the  House. 

**  3.  Ruohfedf  That  the  Hon.  Jobs  Quiitct  Adams  re- 
ceive the  censure  of  the  House  for  his  conduct  referred 
to  in  the  preceding  resolutions.*' 

The  question  pending  wu  the  following,  submitted  as 
a  substitute  by  Mr.  Hathxs: 

'*  Reiohfedt  That  Jobv  Quivct  Adams,  a  Representa- 
tive from  the  State  of  Maaaachuaetta,  haa  rendered  himself 
justly  liable  to  the  severest  censure  of  this  Houae,  and 
IS  censured  sccordingly,  for  having  attempted  to  present 
to  this  House  the  petition  of  slaves." 

Mr.  JENIFER,  who  waa  entitled  to  the  floor,  begged 
leave  to  propound  an  inquiry  to  the  venerable  member 
from  Massachuaetts  [Mr.  Adams.]  He  read  the  follow- 
ing proceedings  from  the  Globe  of  this  morning,  and 
he  would  respectfully  ask  that  gentleman  if  that  report 
was  correct. 

**  Mr.  Adams  then  proceeded,  and  further  presented 
sbolition  petitions  from  New  Hampshire,  New  York, 
Michigan,  Virginis,  (nine  ladies  in  Fredericksburg,") 
8cc. 

**  Mr.  Adams  next  stated  be  had  in  his  possession  a 
paper,  upon  which  he  wished  to  have  a  deciaion  of  the 
Speaker.  The  paper,  he  said,  came  from  twenty  pcr- 
aons  declaring  themselves  to  be  slaves.  He  wished  to 
know  whether  the  Spesker  would  consider  this  paper 
aa  coming  under  the  rule  of  the  House." 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  it  must  be  perfectly  within  the  rec- 
ollection of  the  Speaker,  that  what  waa  there  stated  in 
the  Globe  was  correct.  He  did  not  preaent  the  peti- 
tion, but  kept  it  in  his  posaesaion.  He  had  atated  to  the 
Speaker  that  he  had  in  his  possession  a  paper  purport- 
ing to  be  from  twenty-two  slsves,  and  he  had  asked  the 
Speaker  whether  a  petition  of  this  kind  would  come 
under  the  rule  of  the  18th  of  January  last;  and  the 
Speaker  said,  as  it  was  a  novel  question,  he  would  take 
the  sense  of  the  House  upon  it.  He  had  also  stated, 
before  he  commenced  presenting  his  petitions,  that  he 
had  some  in  hia  possession  which  it  had  occurred  to  him 
were  impositions!  aa,  by  the  order  of  the  ISlh  of  Janu- 
ary, membera  who  had  an  attachment  to  the  right  of 
petition  were  liable  to  imposition.  He  had  stated  that, 
among  the  petitions  which  were  in  his  possession,  he 
had  the  suspicion  that  some  of  them  were  not  genuine; 
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»nd  he  would  appeal  to  members  to  say  whether  he  had 
not  given  this  statement  when  he  presented  sereral  of 
his  petitions.  He  had  given  this  statement  when  he 
stated  he  had  in  his  possession  the  petition  purporting 
to  be  Trom  slaves;  but  he  did  not  say,  and  no  member  of 
the  House  had  the  right  to  inrer,  that  this  paper  was  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery.  It  was  impossible  for  him  to 
have  said  any  such  thing;  for  if  the  House  had  received 
the  petition,  and  it  had  been  read,  they  would  inatantly 
have  seen  that  he  made  a  false  statement.  He  would,  fur- 
thermore, say  that  if  it  bad  been  a  petition  of  alaves  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery,  he  should  at  least  have  paused 
before  he  brought  the  subject  before  the  House  in  anv 
form.  However  sacred  he  might  hold  the  right  of  peti- 
tion, he  would  still  exercise  a  discretionary  power  in 
bringing  before  the  House  petitions  which  it  was  his 
opinion  ought  not  to  be  presented;  that  discretionary 
power,  however,  be  would  use  with  prudence,  and  he 
would  say  that  the  mere  circumstance  of  a  petition  being 
from  slaves  wpuld  not  prevent  him  from  presenting  it; 
and  if  he  should  have  incurred  the  censure  of  the  House 
for  so  doing,  he  was  ready  to  receive  it.  A  gentleman 
had  said,  on  yesterday,  that  he  would  as  soon  receive  a 
petition  from  a  horse  or  a  dog  as  from  slaves.  Sir,  said 
Mr.  A.,  if  a  horse  or  a  dog  had  the  power  of  speech 
and  of  writing,  and  he  should  send  him  a  petition,  he 
would  present  it  to  the  House;  ay,  if  it  were  from  a  fam- 
ished horse  or  dog,  he  would  present  it.  What  was  a 
petition?  It  was  a  prayer,  a  supplication  to  a  superior 
being^that  which  we  offer  up  to  our  God;  and  if  the 
Creator  of  the  universe  did  not  deny  to  the  lowest,  the 
humblest,  and  the  meanest,  the  right  of  petition  and 
supplication,  were  they  to  say  they  would  not  hear  the 
prayer  of  these  petitioners  becauie  they  were  slaves? 
If  slaves  sent  to  him  a  petition  for  any  thing  unjust  or 
improper,  or  any  thing  which  the  House  ought  not  to 
hear,  he  would  pause  at  least  before  he  ssked  of  the 
Spesker  the  same  question  which  he  asked  on  yester- 
day. If,  however,  on  the  contrary,  he  should  receive  a 
petition  from  slaves,  praying  that  not  only  himself,  but 
all  others  who  presented  abolition  petitions,  should  de- 
sist, because  it  only  tended  to  weld  the  chains  of  slavery; 
and  if  he  should  receive  a  petition  from  slaves,  saying 
that  they  were  perfectly  satisfied  with  their  situation, 
and  that  they  would  rather  be  slaves  than  freemen,  that 
their  masters  were  kind  to  them,  and  that  when  they 
were  reduced  to  infiimity  by  old  age,  their  masters 
would  lake  care  of  them,  and  praying  that  they  might 
be  left  in  this  situation,  he  would,  if  the  House  would 
permit  him,  present  it. 

As  be  had  before  said,  however,  he  had  not  presented 
this  petition  to  the  House,  and  he  was  yet  waiting  the 
Speaker's  decision  before  he  could  determine  whether 
he  would  present  it.  If  the  House  should  decide  that 
it  was  not  a  paper  which  came  under  the  order  of  the 
18th  of  January,  and  was  not  admissible,  he  should  not 
present  it  at  all.  He  would  take  this  opportunity  of  say- 
ing to  the  House,  that  however  much  he  might  have 
been  misunderstood  by  gentlemen,  there  was  nothing 
further  from  his  intention  than  to  trifle  with  the  House 
on  this  occasion;  and  never  in  the  course  of  his  life  had 
he  intended  to  p»y  a  greiiter  respect  to  the  rules  of  the 
House  and  the  rights  and  privileges  of  members.  Had 
he  consulted  his  own  feelings,  he  would  hsve  presented 
the  paper  to  the  House;  but,  from  the  respect  he  paid 
to  the  rules  of  the  House,  he  had  asked  the  decision  of 
tlie  Chair  before  he  presented  the  paper. 

Mr.  JENIFER  said,  if  the  gentleman  paid  such  vene- 
ration to  the  right  of  petition,  why  not  present  his  pe- 
tition to  the  House  without  asking  the  decision  of  the 
Speaker?  That  gentleman  had  never  paid  so  much  re- 
gard to  the  decisions  of  the  Speaker  heretofore,  as  it  I 
must  be  within  the  recollection  of  every  gentleman  that,  I 


on  almost  every  petition  day,  the  gentleman  bsd  come  is 
collision  with  the  Speaker,  in  his  efforts  to  transgren  the 
rules  of  the  House;  and  Mr.  J .  could  not  conceive  why  he 
had  paid  so  much  regard  to  the  decision  of  the  Speak- 
er on  this  occasion,  unless  it  was  that  he  wished  to  shield 
himself  behind  the  decision  of  the  Spesker.  He  hoped 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  would  perform  ha 
duty,  as  he  considered  it,  and  present  this  petition;  and 
then  the  House  would  know  what  couse  to  take.  Mr. 
J.  felt  a  deep  interest  In  this  matter,  being  from  one  of 
the  frontier  slavebolding  Statesi  and  he  wished  to  resist 
at  the  very  threshold  every  effort  to  throw  firebrands 
among  the  slave  population.  He  bad  heretofore  refrain- 
from  taking  part  m  these  discussions,  because  he  did  not 
wish  to  add  to  the  excitement  which  already  existed;  but  if 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  should  prcKnt  a  peti- 
tion of  the  kind  which  raised  this  discussion,  be  should 
not  only  not  vote  for  either  of  the  resolutions  which  had 
been  brought  before  the  House,  but  be  would  vote  for  the 
expalsion  of  the  member  presenting  it. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLEsaid  he  preferred  action  on  squer- 
tion  of  this  character  rather  than  debate,  and  he  had 
risen  only  for  the  purpose  of  requesting  the  gentleman 
from^outh  Carolina  [Mr.  Thovpsok]  to  accept  a  modi- 
fication he  would  aend  to  the  Clerk's  table: 

The  modification  was  read,  as  follows: 

1.  Retohed,  That  the  honorable  Johv  Quimct  Adami, 
a  member  of  thia  House,  by  stating  in  his  place  that  be 
had  in  bis  possession  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  petition 
from  slaves,  and  inquiring  if  it  came  within  the  meaning 
of  a  resolution  heretofore  adopted,  (as  preliminary  to  its 
presentation,)  has  given  color  to  the  idea  that  slaves  hare 
the  right  of  petition,  and  of  his  readiness  to  be  their  or- 
gan; and  that  for  the  same  he  deserves  the  censure  of 
this  House. 

2.  Besohed,  That  the  aforesaid  JoHirQ.  Adams  receive 
a  censure  from  the  Speaker,  in  the  presence  of  the  House 
of  Representatives. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  accepted  the  above  as  a  substitute 
for  bis  own  resolutions. 

Mr.  HATNE3  said  he  had  intended  to  have  sniled 
himself  of  the  opportunity  of  making  a  defence  againit 
the  charges  thrown  out  upon  those  who  had  voted  for 
the  resolution  of  the  18th  of  January.  But  preferring. 
with  his  friend  from  Virginis,  action  rather  than  discus- 
sion, he  would  refrain  from  doing  so,  and  confine  bin- 
self  to  withdrawing  his  amendment. 

The  question  then  recurred  upon  the  originsl  r"*- 
lution,   as  modified  at   the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Uaox- 

SOOLI. 

Mr.  ELMORE  trusted  there  wss  no  intention  of  ar- 
guing this  subject,  but  that  the  South  would  present 
united  action,  and  an  undivided  front,  and  suffer  all  mi- 
nor differences  of  opinion  to  subside. 

Mr.  PICKENS  made  a  brief  explanation  in  relation  to 
his  remarks  on  the  ad«*ption  of  the  resolution  of  the  18ib 
ultimo,  viz:  that  ordering  alt  abolition  papers  to  lie  on  the 
table.  In  denouncing  that  resolution  itself,  he  bad  been 
misapprehended,  if  it  hsd  been  inferred  thst  he  coupled 
with  it  any  denunciation  of  those  who  voted  for  it.  H^ 
had  spoken  of  the  resolution,  both  last  session  and  the 
present,  as  pitiful  and  contemptible,  and  as  trifling  with 
the  rights  of  the  South,  but  not  with  sny  desire  to  cast 
disrespect  upon  any  gentleman  who  had  felt  di$posrd  to 
and  who  had  supported  it,  on  both  occasions.  Tbst 
opinion  he  still  entertained.  But  seeing  the  feeling  snd 
unanimity  that,  it  gave  him  pleasure  to  say,  bad  been 
manifested  on  the  present  occasion,  be  hoped  tnd 
trusted  that,  so  far  as  he  was  concerned,  and  so  fsr  ss 
he  was  identified  with  the  South,  they  would  present 
but  one  imbodied,  single,  unbroken  phalanx. 

He  desired  a  word  of  explanation  from  the  genllemsn 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  CAMBaiitira,}  in  relation  to  some 
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remarks  that  were  nid  to  have  fallen  from  him  yester- 
^y,  thoug'h  Mr.  P.  himself  had  not  heard  them.  He 
bad  been  informed  this  morning  that  the  gentleman  had 
aid  to  the  effect  that  he  trusted  there  was  virtue  and 
spirit  CDougfh  (and  this  was  in  reply  to  Mr.  P.)  in  the 
North  and  In  the  South  to  put  down  fanaticism  in  the 
one,  and  rebellion  in  the  other. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  explained.  What  he  had  said 
waa,  that  there  was  virtue  and  spirit  enough  among  the 
vast  population  of  this  Union,  E«sr,  West,  North,  and 
South,  vhich  would  keep  the  two  extremes  from 
breakinff  down  the  barriers  of  the  constitution t  but  he 
bad  not  used  the  word  <* rebellion,"  but  "insurrection,*' 
and  bad  made  no  application  to  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina. 

Mr.  PICKENS  was  perfectly  satisfied,  and  had  not 
himself  underatood  the  gentleman  as  saying  what  he  had 
referred  to,  but  others  bad. 

Mr.  LAWLER  then  took  the  floor,  and  insisted,  at 
some  length,  that  the  explanation  of  the  member  from 
lljsaachusetts  wai  any  thing  but  satisfactory,  and  he 
made  an  earneat  appeal  to  him  to  retract  what  he  bad 
done. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  desired  that  the  resolution  before 
the  Houae  might  be  again  read. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  DaoxoooLa,  and  ac- 
cepted by  Mr.  Thompson,  of  South  Carolina,  as  a  modi- 
fieatioo  of  one  previously  offered  by  him,  was  then  read 
by  tb«  Clerk. 

Mr.  RoBSBTsov  resumed.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  wished  the 
resolution  propo*ed  by  my  colleague  [Mr.  DaoMoooLs] 
read  a^in,  that  I  might  be  certain  1  correctly  apprehend* 
ed  its  innport.  1  cannut  vote  for  it.  Called  upon  as  the 
SoDtbern  members  are  to  unite  in  one  phalanx  to  sus- 
tain it,  I  cannot  obey  the  summons  without,  as  I  consei- 
eatiouaty  believe,  overleaping  the  barriers  of  the  consti- 
tatiofi,  and  violating,  in  the  person  of  the  gentleman  from 
MasaachuacttSy  [Mr.  Adams,]  that  liberty  of  speech  guar- 
antieil  to  every  member  in  this  hall.  1  am  sorry,  sir,  to 
stand  in  the  way  of  gentlemen  who  seem  so  impatient  for 
the  floors  but  I  cannot  forego  the  opportunity  allowed 
sae  of  explaining  the  reasons  which  govern  my  vote.  I 
will  detain  them  but  a  few  moments. 

1  have  taken  no  part,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  the  atormy  de- 
bate which  the  exiraordinar)r  conduct  of  the  gentleman 
frocn  Massachusetts  has  elicited.     I  wa?,  sir,  1  confess, 
unwiHisg  to  trust  to  the  emotions  which  that  conduct 
could  not  fail  to  excite  in  the  bosom  of  every  Southern 
man.     There  was  danger  the  first  impulse  might  hurry 
us  too  fju*;  for  it  is  ever  in  moments  of  high  excitement, 
of  exasperation,  such  as  we  have  just  witnessed,  that 
the  Biost  fatal  precedents  are  established,  and  that,  too» 
oftrn  under  the  influence  of  highand  honorable  motives. 
It  is  due,  therefore,  to  ourselves,  to  the  member  implica- 
ted, and  to  the  country,  now  that  some  degree  of  calm- 
ness is  realored,  to  weigh  well  the  consequences  of  the 
measure   proposed  under  such   circumstances  for  our 
fedoptioo.     To  drag  a  member  to  the  bar  of  this  House, 
and  cause  him  to  be  publicly  censured  by  the  Speaker, 
BBtisCbe  regarded  by  him  and  by  all  as  a  heavy  punishment, 
and  we  ought  to  be  able  to  give  satisfactory  reasons  for 
Inflicting  it.     Let  us  look  to  the  resolution  which  pro- 
lesiea  to  assign  them.     It  declares  that  the  member  in 
qvebtion,  by  stating  that  he  had  a  petition  purporting  to 
betrom  slaves,  and  inquiring  whether  it  came  within  the 
meaoiDg  of  a  certain  resolution,  as  preliminary  to  its 
presentation,  has  given  color  to  the  idea  that  slaves  have 
tbe  right  of  petition,  and  of  his'  readiness  to  be  their  or- 
gan.    Yes,  sir;  we  chsrge  that  by  stating  a  fact,  and  ma- 
king aa  inquiry,  be  has  ^iven  color  to  an  offensive  idea; 
and  it  is  fur  the  crime  of  intimating  that  idea  we  demand 
bis  punishment.     1  cannot  go  this  length.     So  long  as  I 
bave  the  hooOr  of  a  seat  here  I  will  never  consent,  be 


the  consequences  to  myself  personally  what  they  may, 
to  censure  or  expel  any  member  for  the  utmost  latitude 
of  inquiry  or  remark  in  which  he  may  indulge,  whilst 
acting  in  what  he  may  regard,  however  erroneously,  as 
the  discharge  of  his  duty,  and  keeping  within  the  limits 
of  parliamentary  order.  Let  me  not  be  understood  as 
approving  the  conduct  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts. Far  from  it;  no  one  more  strongly  condemns 
it.  I  concur  with  those  who  think  that  he  has  tr  fled 
with  the  patience  of  tbe  House,  to  the  great  delay  of  its 
business,  snd  wantonly  tortured  the  feelings  of  a  large 
portion  of  its  members,  by  the  minuteness  with  which 
he  has  dwelt  upon  the  contents  of  offensive  petitions, 
and  the  names  and  characters  of  those  who  signed  them. 
I  cannut  hold  him  guiltless  in  unnecessarily  mtroducing 
and  enhrging  upon  this  irritating  topic  of  abolition;  es- 
pecially he  seems  to  me  much  to  blame  for  leaving  the 
House  so  long  under  an  evident  and  painful  mistake  in 
relation  to  the  petition  in  hit  possession,  by  supprrssit.g 
information  of  its  contents.  Nor  do  I  believe  that  he 
has  succeeded,  by  the  explanation  he  has  offered,  in  con- 
vincing one  human  being,  except  himself,  of  the  proprie- 
ty of  his  course.  Indeed,  in  one  respect  that  explana- 
tion must  rather  be  regarded  in  the  tight  of  an  aggrava- 
tion, reiterating,  as  it  did,  the  offensive  doctrine  that 
slaves  have  a  right  to  send  their  petitions  into  this  hall. 
That  gentleman  is  too  intelligent  to  assert,  in  his  calmer 
moments,  the  preposterous  position,  that  those  who  un- 
der the  constitution  are  recognised  as  pfoperty,  who 
constitute  no  part  of  the  body  politic,  can  exercise  po- 
litical rights.  He  ought  to  have  foreseen  the  conse- 
quences which  have  ensued  from  suggesting  a  doubt 
upon  that  subject;  But  whatever  may  be  my  opinion, 
or  that  of  the  House,  of  the  absurdity  or  impropriety  of 
raising  such  a  question  here.  It  by  no  means  follows 
that  we  can  make  it  the  ground  of  a  pebal  proceeding. 
Tbe  gentleman  has  cleared  himself  of  any  supposed 
contempt,  by  disclaiming,  in  the  most  solemn  manner, 
any  intentional  disrespect.  He  has  declared  that  his 
real  object  was  to  obtain  the  Speaker's  construction  of 
one  of  our  standing  orders,  and  to  conform  to  that  con- 
struction. We  are  not  authorized  to  discredit  this 
statement.  But  if  we  were,  or  if  the  disclaimer  had 
never  been  made,  with  what  propriety  can  we  censure 
him  for  making  an  inquiry  which  the  Speaker  himself 
seem«  to  have  regarded  ao  doubtful  as  to  decline  an- 
swering, and  referred  to  the  judgment  of  the  Housed 
How  punish  him  for  inquiring  of  the  proper  organ  of 
the  House,  whether  he  had  the  right  to  present  a  peti- 
tion under  a  subsisting  order,  which  right  one  of  my 
colleagues,  [Mr.  Wiss,]  and  other  members,  explicitly 
assert  that  order  clearly  gave  him.  It  is  true,  sir,  I  do 
not  agree  with  thoseywho  entertain  this  opinion.  Broad 
and  comprehensive  ss  is  the  resolution  of  the  18th  of 
January,  requiring,  in  terms,  all  papers  relating  to 
slavery  to  be  laid  upon  the  table  without  reading,  it 
could  not  have  contemplated  the  recep'ion  of  petitiona 
from  slaves;  snd  it  was  matter  of  surprise  to  me  that  the 
Speaker  should  have  hesitated  for  one  moment  so  to  de- 
cide. But  if  the  Chair  doubted,  more  especially  if 
members  in  their  places  maintain  the  construction  that 
such  petitions  must  be  admitted  under  the  resolution, 
how  is  it  that  we  can  aingle  out  the  member  from  Massa- 
chusetts, and  censure  him  fur  suggestinp^  a  doubt,  or 
making  an  inquiry,  relative  to  its  proper  interpretation? 
But  it  may  be  said  he  is  not  to  be  censured  for  asking 
the  question,  but  because  that  question  gives  color  to 
the  idea  that  slaves  may  petition,  and  that  he  is  willing 
to  be  their  organ.  Absurd  and  offensive  as  such  an  idea 
certainly  is,  I  am  yet  to  learn  that  members  of  Congress 
may  be  proceeded  sgainst  criminally  for  intimating  or 
uttering  opinions  here  which  a  majority  may  consider 
I  heretical  or  odious.     On  the  contrary,  1  hold  the  prop- 
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osUion,  in  its  broftdett  extent,  that  no  member  can  be 
challenged,  here  or  elsewhere,  for  tlie  atsertion  of  any 
principle  or  lentimenf,  however  preposterous,  uncon- 
stitutional, or  monstrous,  so  long  aa  he  keeps  within  the 
limits  prescribed  by  our  rules  for  the  preserration  of 
order.  He  may  undertake,  if  he  will,  to  prove  that 
Congress  ought  to  repeal  the  constitution,  or  to  abolish 
the  Union.  Nothing,  surety,  could  be  more  absurd, 
nor  more  insulting.  It  would  be  to  invite  the  House  to 
violate  the  instrument  it  has  sworn  to  observe;  in  effect, 
to  commit  perjury  and  treason.  Tet  who  will  ssy  that 
he  could  be  subjected,  on  that  account,  to  censure  or 
expulsion?  What  member  will  he  safe  for  a  day,  if 
such  a  doctrine  shall  prevail?  A  minority,  at  least, 
should  beware  of  a  precedent  which,  once  established, 
would  not  long  tolerate  any  difference  of  opinion  with 
the  dominant  msjority.  The  power  of  the  House  to 
prescribe  rules  for  ihe  presentation  and  reception  of 
petitions  must  be  admitted;  but  I  deny  that  the  resolu- 
tion of  censure  now  under  consideration  can  be  justi- 
fied under  any  subsisting  rule  of  the  House,  or  any  law 
of  the  land;  and  I  trust  that  gentlemen  will  pause  before 
they  set  a  precedent  which  may  recoil  upon  themselves, 
and  give  a  death-blow  to  the  freedom  of  discussion  se- 
cured to  us  by  the  constitution,  and  which  is  the  best 
guarantee  of  the  public  liberty. 

While  up,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  correct  a  misconcep- 
tion into  which  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Grarbib]  seems  to  have  fallen  in  regard  to  the  views  of 
myself  and  other  Southern  members  who  voted  against 
the  resolution  of  the  ISih  of  January.  That  gentlemsn, 
if  I  correctly  understood  him,  considered  our  vote  as  in- 
fluenced by  the  motives  which  governed  his — the  be- 
lief that  it  trenched  upon  the  right  uf  [lelUion* 

[Mr.  Gkasoee  explained.  He  said  the  gentleman 
from  Viiginia  had  misapprehended  him.  He  had  un- 
derstood  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  and  other  South- 
ern gentlemen  who  voted  with  him,  as  doing  so  on  the 
ground  that  they  were  opposed  to  the  reception  of  me- 
morials on  the  subject  of  abolition,  and  had  given  them 
credit  for  their  manly  and  consistent  course  on  that  oc- 
casion.] 

Mr.  R.  said  he  was  pleased  to  learn  that  he  had  been 
mistaken;  but  the  vote  had  been  mUinterpreted,  here 
and  elsewhere,  Hy  those  who  had  thought  it  worthy  their 
notice;  and  he  desired  then,  so  far  as  he  was  concerned, 
to  correct  the  erroneous  construction.  I  voted,  sir, 
(continued  Mr.  R.,)sgainst  the  resolution  in  question, 
because,  by  requiring  all  abolition  memorials  to  be  laid 
upon  the  table,  it  necessarily  implied  that  such  me- 
morials should  be  received.  I  have  uniformly  denied 
the  propriety  of  their  reception,  and  am  daily  more  and 
more  convinced  that  the  greater  part  of  the  annoyance 
and  agitation  experienced  here  from  the  abolitioniits 
has  arisen  from  this  favor  shown  to  their  memorials. 
The  pOAcr  of  the  House  to  refuse  to  receive  them  can- 
not be  justly  denied.  The  parliamentary  rule  itself 
which,  upon  the  presentment  of  a  petition,  regularly 
rec^uires  the  question  to  be  put  whether  it  shall  be  re- 
ceived, necessarily  implies  that  power;  for  the  moment 
it  is  admitted  that  this  question  may  be  put,  it  follows 
that  it  may  be  snswered  either  affirmatively  or  negative- 
ly; and,  consequently,  that  the  reception,  in  the  exer- 
cise of  a  sound  discretion,  may  be  refused. 

The  right  of  petition,  like  all  other  human  rights, 
must  have  some  limits.  It  is  generally  admitted  that  the 
lluuse  may  refuse  to  receive  petitions  inJecorous  or  in- 
sulting in  their  language.  But  where  is  the  rule  or  the 
reason  of  confining  this  power  to  objections  on  the 
score  of  hnguage?  Why  not  refuse  to  receive  them 
where  the  subject-matter  is  beyond  our  jurisdiction,  or 
the  application  so  palpably  immoral,  unjust,  or  unconsti- 
tutional, as  to  require  no  deliberation  and  deserve  no 


favor?  The  rights  of  the  petitioner  may  be  coexteniire 
with  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress,  bot  cannot 
tranacend  it.     It  is  an  absurdity  in  terms  to  talk  of  i 
right  to  petition,  where  there  is  not  a  correlative  power 
to  grant.     Why  ask  what  cannot  be  given?    Where 
there  exists  a  rational  doubt,  petitions,  1  agree,  ought  to 
be  received  and  considered;  and  no  one  wilt  |p  further 
to  reapect  the  right,  within  just  and  reasonable  boun^. 
But  where  the  petition  is  plainly  unjust  or  unconstitu- 
tional,  where  it  cannot  be  granted  without  robbing 
others  of  their  property  or  their  rights,  without  violating 
that  instrument  we  have  sworn  to  observe,  or  endanger* 
ing  the  Union  it  is  our  duty  to  gusrd,  it  is  insulting  in  ill 
charscter,  whatever  may  be  its  language,  and  ought  not 
to  be  entertained.     It  is  idle  to  receive  a  petition  we  ire 
predetermined  to  reject;  and  no  wrong  is  done  by  re- 
fusing to  entertsin  an  application  which  it  is  indecoroui 
or  unjust  to  make,  or  unlawful  to  grant.    Suppose  a  pe- 
tition praying  to  take  away  a  man's  life  by  set  of  Con- 
gress, to  abolish  the  trial  by  jury,  establish  a  nationil 
church,  or  do  any  thing  else  prohibited  by  the  conititn- 
tion:  to  What  end  receive  it?  And  do  not  these  abolition 
memorials  propose  to  violate  the  constitution?    Do  they 
not  seek  to  take  away  what  that  constitution  recogniies 
as  property,  snd  forbids  to  be  taken  except  for  public 
use?    But  gentlemen  say  it  is  more  respectful  to  receive 
them,  and  lay  them  upon  the  table  without  reading  them. 
Sir,  I  deny  it.     They  who  tell  them  at  oner,  frankly, 
that  they  will  not  receive  them,  because  they  ask  what 
ought  not  to  be  granted,  treat  them  with  full  as  much 
respect  as  those  who,  boasting  to  be  the  exclusive  friendi 
of  the  right  of  petition,  receive  them,  and  Isy  them 
aside,  without  deigning  to  look  at  them.    It  is  a  mere 
pretence,  a  mockery,  to  call  this  respect  for  the  right  o( 
petition. 

This,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  the  view  1  took  of  the  resolution 
of  the  18th  January.     Believing  that  the  abolitionisii  de- 
manded what  Congress  had  no  moral  or  constitutional 
power  to  concede,  I  was  not  willing  to  give  their  memo- 
rials admission.    I  was  not  willing  that  this  hall,  devoted 
as  it  should  be  to  harmonious  deliberations  for  the  com- 
mon good  of  the  Union,  should  be  made  a  receptacle  for 
foul  and  odious  libels  upon  the  character  and  institution! 
of  the  Southern  people.    But  the  House  have  ordered 
otherwise.    These  offensive  memorials,  in  many  eaiei 
signed  by  women  and  children  ignorant  of  the  insttiuiioni 
under  which  we  live,  and  not  knowing,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
the  consequences  of  their  folly,  have  been  received— out 
of  respect,  it  is  said,  to  the  right  of  petition--and  art  to 
be  preserved  forever  among  the  Efcnives  of  the  nation. 
If  there  irere  any  hope  of  success,  I  would  ask  s  reooit' 
siderstion  of  the  resolution  under  which  this  outrage  is 
inflicted  upon  ut,  and  an  order  to  the  Clerk  to  de- 
liver them  back  to  those  who  presented  them.    Sir, 
I  have  told  gentlemen  from  the  North,  snd  I  tell  them 
again,  that  they  do  not,  and  will  not,  1  fear,  until  it  shall 
be  too  late,  appreciate  the  motives  or  the  feelings  of  the 
Southern  and  Southwestern  people.     Perhspa  they  can- 
not: fur  it  is  a  law  of  our  nature  that  we  do  not,  without 
difliculty,  enter  into  the  feelings  of  others  differentlf 
situated  from  ourselves.    A  parent  only  can  know  the 
extent  uf  parental  afTection;  be  only  who  has  experienced 
it  can  realize  the  strength  of  thst  tie  which  binds  the 
husband  to  his  wife.     So,  sir.  Northern  men  can  bare 
but  a  faint  conception  of  the  emotions  we  experience  at 
the  unceasing  assaults  simed  at  our  peace,  our  property, 
our  rights,  and  our  institutions.     They  sit  secure  and  un- 
moved, while  the  missiles  destined  to  assail  and  annoy  us 
are  prepared  before  their  eyes,  and  coolly  and  most 
philosophically  wonder  at  the  warmth  of  the  South. 
How,  sir,  would  they  bear  similar  aggressions  upt>n 
themselves?    Would  they  sit  calmly,  and  listen  to  pe* 
ttiions  for  the  re-establishment  of  atarery  in  the  doo* 
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filireboMiog'  Statet?  It  •eems,  air,  thejT  think  they 
vouM.  Will  they  receive  petitions  from  the  South  to 
iboltib  the  tbofittonitts?  And  let  me  lell  them  that  the 
people  of  tbe  South  regard  abolitioniini  and  abolitionisti 
tt|:rieranoei  full  as  hard  to  bear  with  as  they  can  pos- 
I  biy  consider  us  or  our  inatitutions.  Will  petitions  be  re- 
cfired  here  to  banish  them^  to  put  them  to  death? 
[Srrertl  Northern  gentlemen  appeared  to  assent.  ]  Gen- 
ticaien,  I  am  to  understand,  think  such  petitions  would 
be  idiaitted.  Then,  sir,  I  go  further;  I  pat  a  stronger 
case.  Suppose  the  Siiothern  people  hsd  organised  ao- 
cietiei  (0  leize  upon  the  wives  and  children  of  their 
Northern  brethren,  to  make  them  hewers  of  wood  and 
dnven  of  water,  in  lieu  of  the  slaves  sought  to  be 
vrnted  from  them;  suppose  these  societies  boasted  of 
(heir  fixing  strength,  while  their  petitions  were  daily 
flovifig^by  haodreds  intoCongress  for  aid  in  their  nefari- 
caiicbenes;  suppose  there  were  realty  some  ground  to 
beierethat  thehr  anticipations  of  success  might  be  real- 
«ed:  r  demsnd  to  know  whether  Northern  gentlemen 
voqU  iiill  sit  quietly  in  their  seats  and  submit  to  such 
M  outrage.  No,  sin  no  msn  will  say  it.  No  man  will 
Klieveit.  If  they  could,  then,  indeed,  arc  they  desti- 
tflte  of  the  best  feelings  that  belong  to  the  human  heart, 
tad  colder  than  the  ice-bound  region  they  inhabit.  Let 
:ben  jttdge  what  would  be  their  feelings  in  such  a  case, 
ittdthef  will  begin  to  understand  what  are  ours  under 
Jie  daily  attempt  made  in  the  non-slavebolding  States, 
ui  countenanced  by  the  favor  tfhown  them  here,  to 
wen  from  us  our  property,  bUicken  our  character,  and 
eadinger  the  safety  of  our  wives  and  our  children.  It  is 
tiae  (bat  the  further  progress  of  these  schemes  should 
w  iTfttted.  I  will  yield,  sir,  to  no  man  in  devotion  to 
tbeUttion.  God  grant  it  may  be  perpetual.  But  it  is 
'ttponible  to  doubt  that  these  persevering  efforts  to 
iTinple  upon  our  ri|;hts  and  disturb  our  peace  are  every 
vf  alienating  the  attachment  of  our  people,  and  en- 
^fw^  the  stability  of  our  Union.  It  is  becsuse  1 
vinld  have  it  to  endure  that  I  would  never  give  entrance 
■^  to  any  petition  that  should  bring  the  institutions  of 
w  South  iaio  question  before  a  tribunal  having  no  pow* 
^to  jadge  them.  If  we  cannot  succeed  in  thst,  I  would 
ipKtore^:ede  Ibis  Dtstrict-40  particularly  aimed  at— 
^  Mtryhodand  Virginia,  reserving  only  the  national  prop- 
yl »od  power  to  protect  the  public  functionaries  in 
iBe  doe  discharge  of  their  duties.  Or,  sir,  I  will  unite 
*tth  ihe  Wrstem  delegation  to  remove  the  seat  of  Gov- 
o^tnentitBelf,  if  no  other  means  can  be  devised  of  pre- 
serrii^  (be  Union  and  putting  a  stop  to  the  harassing 
*oterferenee  and  miaehievous  designs  of  the  abolitionistf . 

Bot,  air,  this  topic  has  carried  me  from  the  question 
^Hy  before  us.  It  is  always  a  fruitful  source  of  dis- 
I'l^er,  and  it  Is  much  to  be  regretted  it  has  been  a^in  in- 
"''niced.  I  promised  not  to  detoin  theHouse,  and  I  will 
«*>cWe  with  adding  my  request  to  thst  of  a  gentleman 
*«»  preceded  me  in  the  debate— though  I  fear  it  will 
^  °"*vAiling— that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
viO  v.thdraw  the  inquiry  propounded  by  him  to  the 
^"v»  10  that  we  may  return  to  the  business  of  the 
''^K»  already  too  long  neglected. 

IJr.  ALPOUD  addressed  the  House  as  follows: 
^  Speaker:  I  have  several  times  attempted  to  sd- 
*^  ibe  Mouse  upon  this  important  question,  but  have 
71^  *hle  to  obtain  the  floor  before  this,  on  account 
^  great  number  of  member*  who  wished  to  speak< 
'"weed,  oothing  but  a  solemn  conviction  of  my  duty  to 
^°io  bu  sustained  me  in  the  determination  to  be  heard. 
J  Be,  air,  it  baa  been  a  subject  of  the  most  painful  ex- 
v^^nr,  to  sit  here  and  see  the  constitutional  rights  of 
^ooth  all  p4it  aside,  and  tbe  feelings  of  the  people 
!*|>B  I  bave  the  honor  to  represent  insulted  in  this 
''^  by  the  introduction  of  petitions  from  the  wild 
'"I  hirioua  fiinalica  of  the  North,  upon  the  subject  of  ab- 
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olition.  Great  stress  has  been  laid,  in  this  debase,  upon 
the  sacred  right  of  petition,  and  numbers  of  our  South- 
ern people  bave  been  heretofore  deceived  into  the  fatal 
error  of  receiving  them.  Upon  the  present  condition  of 
this  affair,  there  can  be  no  mistake;  and  all,  1  hope,  at 
least  all  from  the  South,  feel  the  aame  just  indignation 
against  the  measure  now  proposed  to  the  House.  The 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adaws]  has  present- 
ed to  this  House,  and  it  had  been  receiver),  under  a  rule 
of  the  House  adopted  before  I  came  here,  a  petition 
from  free  negroes,  and  now  holds  in  his  hands  what  be 
is  pleased  to  call  a  petition  which  purports  to  be  signed 
by  slaves,  and  asks  of  the  Speaker  what  di«position  he 
shall  make  of  it.  Sir,  is  there  to  be  no  end  of  this  ruin- 
ous and  insulting  course?  Is  the  gentleman  to  be  pro- 
tected in  a  continued  assault  upon  the  South,  and  in  a 
courae  of  tliinga  here,  which  must,  if  persevered  in,  re- 
sult in  the  overthrow  of  this  GovernmenS  and  I  fear  in 
the  destruction  of  the  liberty  of  the  American  people.^ 
When  the  member  from  Masatchusetts  announced  hit 
courae  to  the  House,  I  looked  around  me  and  aaw,  or 
thought  I  saw,  but  one  sentiment,  and  that  was  of  uni- 
versal disgust)  and  the  idea  crossed  my  mind,  if  K  could 
be  possible  that  there  was  a  single  man  in  this  House 
that  would  attempt  to  screen  him  from  an  expression  of 
that  censure  by  this  Hou<e,  much  less  to  justify  him  in 
his  course.  1  anawered  myself,  in  my  own  mind,  not 
one,  unless  the  fact  that  free  negroes  petitioned  here 
through  the  member  from  Massachusetts  should  arouse 
the  ardor  of  some  honorable  Representatives  from  the 
great  State  of  New  York,  who,  history  said,  had  a  pecu- 
liar regard  for  free-negro  suffrage,  and,  of  course,  the 
rght  of  petition.  Scarce  had  I  forgotten  the  thought, 
before  an  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York,  the 
leader  of  Mr.  Van  Buren'a  friends  in  this  House,  was 
upon  his  feet,  snd,  not  pretending  to  repeat  his  words, 
the  substance  of  what  he  said  waa,  that  if  there  was  any 
thing  wrong  in  this  proceeding  it  came  from  the  South i 
the  petition  came  from  the  South;  and  if  thCre  wss  cen- 
sure any  where,  it  wss  where  the  petition  came  from, 
and  not  with  the  member  from  Massachtisettst  thua 
throwing  the  brosd  shield  of  protection  of  the  coming 
administration  over  the  member  from  Massachusetts. 
Can  any  one  he  now  ignorant  of  the  true  character  of 
those  who  have  deceived  the  South?  Can  honorable 
gentlemen  from  the  South  be  any  longer  in  the  dark  as 
to  the  course  they  should  pursue'  1  hope  not— I  be- 
lieve not.  I  think  I  see  in  Southern  members  upon 
this  floor  s  strong  disposition  to  be  united  upon  this  sub- 
ject at  lasti  and  no  man  shall  say  I  have  thrown  a  fire- 
brand among  them.  No,  sir,  although  they  committed 
the  fatal  error  of  voting  to  receive  these  petitions  last 
session,  if  they  are  now  convinced,  I  for  one  will  receive 
them  as  Southern  men,  as  citisens  of  the  South,  with  an 
identity  of  interest,  of  feeling,  and  of  honor,  under  the 
strong  impulse  of  a  common  feeling  of  disgust  ,at  the 
wrongs  done  to  the  South  here.  Let  them  unbutton 
their  collars  and  come  back  to  the  support  of  their  com* 
mon  country  and  their  old  friends,  and  they  shall  be  re- 
ceived. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  member  from  Massschusetts  would 
screen  himself  from  the  censure  of  this  House,  becsuse 
he  has  not  sent  his  petition  from  slaves  to  your  table. 
Sir,  he  has  sent  the  petition  from  the  free  negroes  of 
Fredericksburg,  and  that  is  ss  wrong  and  insulting  to  ua 
as  if  it  were  from  slaves.  The  constitution  of  these  United 
States  no  more  allowa  the  one  than  the  other,  snd  both 
are  equally  insulting.  Moreover,  the  member  has  said 
he  would  not  refuse  to  present  a  petition  from  slaves,  if 
the  House  did  not  object.  The  member  from  Massa- 
chusetts says  he  would  not  offer  an  indignity  to  this 
House;  the  fact  speaks  for  itself,  and  is  more  conclusive 
to  my  mind  than  all  his  professions. 
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A  great  number  of  these  petitioni  arc  from  females  of 
fTood  clisracter,  dtys  the  member  from  Massachusetts. 
It  may  be  so,  and  I  have  no  resaon  to  dispute  the  fact; 
but  I  must  siy  tlie  merrber  has  ptuced  them  in  bad  com- 
pany, when  he  places  them  on  a  level  with  such  people; 
as  the  honorable  i^enlleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Pattok] 
siiys  hia  mulatto  petitioners  are  persons  of  ill  fame  and 
infamous  character,  aa  far  aa  he  knows  them.     1  ask 
ftgain,  Mr.  Speaker,  if  this  war  upon  the  South  it  never 
to  ceased     Ai>d  if  it  is  to  go  on,  what  kind  of  people  are 
we  to  lodk  for  in   the  grand  crusade  against  ua?     Are 
they  to  be  old  men  and  young  women?     If  so,  we  shall 
not  want  Cfchrvn's  riflt:  to  fight  them  WKh;  we  will 
cnnquer  them  wi<h  softer  means,  if  they  are  as  clever  aa 
their  member  would  have  them  to  be.     But,  sir,  if  they 
are  to  be  the  Goths  and  Vandals  of  the  North,  (no  allu- 
Biona  to  our  friends  in  that  section  of  couniry,)  1  hope 
their  fate  will  not  be  as  favorable  at  those  that  invaded 
Britain.     At  least,  sir,  we  will  do  all  we  can  in  our 
own  defence.     If  war  ever  comes  of  this,  uhich  may 
God  forbid,  we  will  not  recede  one  inchi  we  will  plant 
ourselves  upon  this  soil,  and  preserve  our  constitutional 
rights,  or  perish  in  the  attempt.     Sir,  there  seems  to  be 
some  difference  of  opinion  amongst  our  friends  here,  as 
to  what  course  we  ought  to  pursue  in  this  awful  crisis  of 
our  beloved  country.     Some  of  our  friends,  as  patriotic 
as  any,  have  urged,  in  this  debate,  that  we  ought  not  to 
ait  here  and  submit  to  this  outrageoua  course  of  thingsf 
that  if  it  does  not  cesse,  we  should  go  home.     No,  sir; 
no,  sir;  this  must  not  be;  we  will  neither  submit  nor  re- 
tire.    If  they  prosecute  this  measure  in  this  House,  by 
attempts  at  legialating  us  out  of  our  rights,  we  will  re- 
sist it  here  by  legislative  acts  as  long  aa  we  can;  and  if 
at  last  they  prove  too  strong  for  us,  and  succeed  in  pac- 
ing unconstitutional  laws  to  rob  us  of  our  property,  to 
murder  our  wives  and  children,  still  we  will  not  submit; 
they  must  change  the  constitution  before  they  can  bind 
us  by  any  laws  of  abolition;  this  tbey  never  can  do,  if  the 
South  is  true  to  itself.     And  true  we  shall  be,  I  hope  in 
God,  to  our  constitution,  our  wives,  our  children,  and 
our  country.     If  still  they  pursue  us  to  the  last,  and  at- 
tempt to  do  by  foice  what  they  can  never  do  by  law, 
we  will  not  be  found  wanting;  we  will  not  desert  this 
Capitol  nor  this  country.      This  is  the  Old  Dominion; 
this  land  is  ours  as  well  as  theirs;  it  was  ceded  by  Vir- 
ginia and  Maryland,  where  slavery  is  tolerated  by  law. 
Shall  we  leave  it,  then,  to  the  dominion  of  force,  and 
that,  too,  inflicted  by  the  unhallowed  arm  of  the  wild 
and  worse  than  savage  fanaticf    No,  never! 

I  apprehend,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  South  is  not  well 
understood  upon  this  subject.  Party  purposes  snd  party 
policy  may  have  prevented  a  fair  and  full  expression  of 
the  feelings  and  opinions  of  people  of  all  parties  at  the 
South,  upon  tbia  floor.  The  spirit  of  the  South  has  not 
been  felt  here  as  it  should  have  been.  Let  me  tell  gen- 
tlemen, it  is  a  firm  and  unconqui  rable  resolution  never 
to  surrender  one  jot  or  tittle  of  our  constitutional  rights 
upon  this  subject.  We  have  a  common  interest  in  this 
Government,  a  common  title  in  this  capital;  it  bears  the 
name  of  the  immortal  Washington,  and  he  was  a  South- 
ern man.  Shall  we,  then,  ever  surrender  the  one  or 
desert  the  other ^  No,  never!  Never,  until  this  fair 
city  is  a  field  of  Waterloo,  and  this  beautiful  Potomac  a 
river  of  blood. 

Mr.  HOLS£Y  said:  Mr.  Speaker:  The  subject  em- 
braced in  the  resolution  on  your  table  is  one  of  deep 
and  momentous  consideration.  Whilst,  on  the  one  band, 
it  involves  the  political  character  and  privilege  of  a  Rep- 
rescnutive  of  a  Stale  of  this  confederacy,  so,  on  the 
other,  it  deeply  concerns  the  rights  and  intereats  of  the 
Southern  portion  of  the  Union,  and  the  existence  of  the 
compsct  which  binds  us  together  as  a  people.  I  am 
aware  that,  in  approaching  a  question  of  privilege,  1  am 


treading  upon  delicate  and  aacred  ground.    But,  lir, 
delicate  and  sacred  as  it  is,  I  feel  myself  impelled  by 
every  ronsideration  of  duty  to  tread  it.     I  shall  brin^  to 
this  discussion  no  feelings  of  personal  disrespect  to  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts.     1  could  have  none  for 
the  time-worn  veteran  in  the  councils  of  bis  country.  If 
I  had  them,  I  would  disdsin  to  utter  them  on  this  floor. 
Nay,  sir,  were  I  even  permitted  to  consult  my  private 
inclination,  I  should  have  avoided  this  discussion.    But, 
sir,  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  by  attempting  to 
introduce  such  a  principle  into  our  legislation,  has  com' 
mitted  an  outrage  upon  the  genius  and  spirit  of  the  con- 
stitution,  and  aimed  a  deadly  blow  at  the  State  I  have 
the  honor  to  repreaent.     Were  I  to  remain  silent,  I 
should  expect  to  be  withered  by  the  frowns  of  an  insult- 
ed and  indignant  people,    in  such  a  cause,  neither  the 
ssncluary  of  age  nor  the  civic  wreath  which  binds  his 
brow  ahall  protect  the  assailant.     With  a  parricidal  and 
sacrilegious  hand  he  has  attempted  to  ssp  the  founda- 
tions of  the  temple  reared  by  our  ancestors  ss  the  ibode 
of  fraternal  peace  and  the  guarantee  of  international  lib- 
erty.   With  foundations  broad  and  deep  as  the  heartiof 
the  people,  and  a  summit  reaclriog  beyond  the  cloud- 
capt  palaces  of  kings,  it  may  withatand  the  assaulu  of 
the  fue  and  the  ravages  of  time.     But,  sir,  thb  volcamc 
principle,  if  cnee  admitted,  will  rend  in  pieces  the  moc- 
uments  of  the  n  public;  and  he  who  attempts  to  intro- 
duce it  is  worthy  of  the  stem  rebuke  of  this  House. 
The  gentleman  from  Mas«achuseti8  has  not  only  demand- 
ed the  judgment  of  the  House  on  the  right  of  alsTei  to 
petition,  but  he  hss  openly  avowed  and  maintained  tbit 
right  pending  this  investigation.     If  it  be  an  offence 
against  the  majesty  of  the  constitution  and  the  inviolible 
rights  of  the  States,  he  has  not  only  presented  the  inue 
to  the  House,  but  maintained  the  aflirmative.    Sir,  I 
deny  it.    The  people  whom  I  represent  will  deny  \U 
with  the  sword  in  one  hand  and  the  eonstUution  in  tbc 
other.     They  will  never  consent  to  participate  in  the 
councils  of  those  who  sanction  it.     With  such  a  princi* 
pie  ingrafted  on  your  constitution,  they  could  never  rat- 
ify it.     Nay,  sir,  the  attempt  to  ingraft  it  would  hive 
dissolved  the  convention  which  formed  it.    Are  slafci 
included  in  the  description  of  the  **  people  of  the  Uoh 
ted  States,"  in  the  preamble  of  the  constitution?   Look 
at  the  very  nature  of  representative  government.    H  ' 
but  a  substitute  for  a  pure  democracy,  or  aa  ssseiobly  •' 
the  people  in  their  personal  sovereign  character.  SiafCi 
are,  from  the  nature  of  their  condition,  excluded  fro> 
such  an  assembly.    They  can  acquire  no  property,  bsrc 
no  civil  rights  in  the  courts  of  justice,  and  cannot  w 
perraitterl  the  elective  franchise.  They  cannot  influenc< 
tlie  public  deliberations.    They  can   have  no  g^^ 
claim  upon  a  representative  assembly.     The  doctrine! 
both  theoretics lly  and  practically  sbsurd;  it  is  contn 
dieted  by  every  principle  of  public  law;  it  is  incsptbk 
of  being  tortured  from  the  constitution,  and  is  totilQ 
irreconcileable  with  the  admitted  relation  of  muter  am 
slave,  contemporaneous  with  the  formation  of  the  Got 
ernment.     Put  into  the  hands  of  the  gentlemsn  frofl 
Massachusetts  such  a  trident,  and  he  could,  at  his  pletf 
ure,  call  up  the  billows  of  discord,  and  lash  them  into  t 
storm  which  would  shake  the  adamantine  walls  of  tbi 
republic  to  their  centre.     With  a  petition  from  slir^ 
pending  in  this  hall,  their  weight  might  be  ibsown  islj 
the  scale  under  circumatanoea  moat  appalling.    Sir,  i 
would  be  the  nafural  and  inevitable  result,    ^^y} 
gentleman  from  Maasachusetts  has  not  attempted  I 
present  a  petition  from  them  inconsbtent  with  the  ngol 
of  the  owner.    Sir,  this  is  not  the  proper  issue.    To 
representatives  of  the  South  will  not  be  misled  by  w 
miserable  pretext.     It  is  enough  for  them  to  know  t^ 
the  right  of  petition  on  the  part  of  their  slaves  is  opew; 
avowed  upon  this  floor,  and  the  judgment  of  the  Hosi 
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deniaded  upon  the  question.  The  details  of  the  peti- 
tkmcftnaot  vary  the  principle.  IF  admitted  in  one  caie, 
it  will  be  idmit'ed  in  all. 

Sir,  I  can  no  longer  contemplate  a  doctrine  so  odious 
ud  indefenkible  with  any  compoture.  But,  monstrous 
IS  it  is,  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has  attempted 
topoikon  our  legislation  and  our  peace  with  its  baneAit 
inflttCBce.  lie  has  done  this  not  under  a  temporary  il« 
losioQ  or  eicitement  He  has  concentrated  in  h'ls  bu- 
reau all  the  combustible  elements  of  the  republic,  and 
week  after  week  presented  them  to  this  House,  under 
circuabtaaces  so  marked  and  aggravated,  as  to  leave  no 
room  to  mistake  his  intentions.  Restricted  by  the  rule 
of  the  House  from  a!|  debate  upon  abolition  memorials, 
be  has  been  refractory  to  its  order  in  every  miide  his  in- 
genuity could  devise.  To  f^ive  force  and  effect  to  the 
Bwnoriali,  and  to  prepare  the  public  sentiment  for  the 
coosuiDinatioo  off  the  policy  they  ask,  he  has,  in  drfisnce 
«f  the  injunctions  of  the  rule,  fortified  his  memorials  by 
irectulof  the  characters  of  those  who  signed  them»  and 
dignified  the  hel|*born  scrolls  with  the  names  of  magis- 
tfitei  aad  rulers^  of  patriots,  statesmen,  heroes,  and 
philosopheri,  A  memorial  fiom  the  town  of  Franklin 
hta  induced  him  to  profane  to  this  unholy  purpose  the 
noUo of  the  godl tke  man,  ubi  UberUu  tiln  pairia.  When 
I  petition  bss  been  signed  on  the  4ih  oay  of  July,  he 
baa  called  up  the  inspirations  of  the  day  which  gave  us 
birtb  ai «  nation  and  a  people,  to  aid  in  a  cause  that  can 
only  tend  to  a  premature  and  convulsive  dissolution. 
Tbfl^  air,  hss  the  fgentleman  from  Hasascbusetts,  with  a 
fiiedneis  of  purpose  peculiar  to  fanaticism,  and  a  breach 
of  order  and  decorum  which  all  have  witnessed  with 
eorttfication  and  regret,  advanced  with  rapid  and  steady 
itridei  to  a  point  at  which  the  rights  of  others,  and  the 
peice  and  safety  of  your  Union,  requires  he  should  be 
vreited.  Thus,  air,  have  I  attempted  to  demonstrate 
ibit  the  principle  nought  to  be  established  by  the  gen- 
tleaan  from  Massnchusetts  is  in  open  defiance  of  the 
constitution  and  the  indispuUble  rights  of  the  sUvehold- 
■S  Statts— that  he  bss  moved  on  to  this  dreadful  con- 
■iiotttion  with  an  *'eye  that  never  winks,  and  a  wing 
^  oever  tires" — that  be  hu  attempted  to  poison  the 
mntajosof  fraternal  peace  and  of  our  federal  alliance i 
^  ill  tbif,  too,  sir,  not  from  caaual  error  or  momentary 
ebullitioni  but,  sir,  from  a  deliberate  design  of  agitation, 
"^felted  by  bin  perverseness  under  the  rule  which 
lorbidt  the  discussion  of  slavery  {  and  his  repeated  ap- 
peals to  abstract  rights  and  declarations  of  departed  and 
uiustrroos  heroes,  unknown  in  questions  of  right  between 
conrderate  States.  1  have  spoken  boldly,  sir,  of  the 
f^^  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusctu.  It  lus 
«erolredupon  me,  as  a  representative  of  a  people  whom 
iL^  ^'iberately  and  openly  assailed  in  the  recesses  uf 
J^r  firesides,  their  altars,  and  their  homes;  and  which, 
pt<Be  tell  the  gentleman  and  this  House,  they  will  de- 
*^  at  all  and  every  haaard. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  addressed  tbe  Chair  as  follows: 

Ur.  Speaker:  It  may  seem  tbe  extreme  of  rsbhness 
^l  I  ahouki  attempt  to  oppose,  by  my  humble  cfTorts, 
■be  torrent  of  invective  which  is  pouring  fortli,  from 
'*<7  quarter  of  this  House,  upon  the  devoted  head  of 
'Menerable  colleague.  It  was  alike  my  intention  to 
^no  part  in  this  debate,  and  my  wiah  to  keep  free 
''^  ihe  excitement  to  which  it  might  lead.  But  what- 
^^  my  original  purpose,  I  can  no  longer  consent  to  re- 
**'nBitent,  when  the  subject  before  the  House  assumes 
bcformof  a  direct  censure  upon  my  colleague  for  an 
'^  vhtch  be  deliberately  and  solemnly  dt dares  be  con- 
*^<«nUously  believed  to  be  in  discharge  of  his  represent- 
l^eduiy.  Such  is  the  reverence  due  to  his  age,  such 
»t  respect  paid  to  his  character  and  the  remembrance 

^>H  public  services,  so  high  the  confidence  in  his  in- 
^%t\\y  ^||4  in  ili^  purity  and  patriotism  of  his  motivcB, 


so  beloved  and  honored  is  he  at  home,  and  so  known  to 
fame  abroad,  that  whatever  may  be  the  result  of  this  dis- 
cussion, whatever  the  action  of  the  House  upon  these 
most  extraordinary  resolutiuns,  there  are  those,  and  they 
are  not  a  few,  here  and  elsewhere,  who  will  deeply  sym- 
pathize with  him  in  the  trial  to  which  he  is  now  infor- 
mally subjected.  I  plant  myself  by  his  aide  on  the  prin- 
ciples for  which  he  is  contending.  I  come  nut,  sir,  to 
his  protection  sgainat  the  part'cuUr  occasion  of  c  ffence 
which  he  may  have  given.  To  this  he  is,  of  himself, 
most  abundantly  able.  He  needs  not,  if  he  would  ac- 
cept, my  feeble  aid.  His  justificstion  is  in  his  own 
mouth,  and  he  is  far  more  capable  than  I  could  pretend 
to  be  to  make  it  effectual. 

It  was,  perhnps,  fortunate  for  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  I 
was  not  present  when  the  supponed  offence  was  commit- 
ted by  my  colleague.  [Mr.  Livcolh  waa  then  engaged 
as  a  member  of  the  select  committee  of  which  Mr.  Wisk 
is  chairman.]  1  may,  therefore,  hope  to  be  excused 
from  participating  in  much  of  that  excitement  which  is 
so  strongly  manifested  by  others.  Uesides,  sir,  I  come 
from  that  cold  region  of  country  so  reproachfully  refer- 
red to  by  tbe  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  AlfordJ 
where  the  passions,  like  the  temperature  of  the  climate, 
are  supposed  to  be  less  ardent  than  in  more  southern 
latitudes. 

Yet  the  people  of  the  North,  I  can  assure  that  honor- 
able gentleman,  are  not  wanting  in  all  the  sensibilities 
which  do  honor  to  human  nature.  They  have,  indeed, 
hke  passions,  and  partake  of  like  infirmities,  with  other 
men.  If  they  do  not  always  speak  <*in  words  which 
burn,"  and  act  with  an  impulae  which  startles,  it  is  be- 
cause they  are  schooled  and  disciplined  to  t)sbit8  of  calm 
and  sober  reflrctiunt  because  they  have  been  taught, 
from  infancy,  that  reason  is  a  better  guide  than  passion; 
that  it  is  wiser  and  safer  to  regulate  the  conduct  by  the 
dictates  of  judgment,  than  blindly  to  follow  those  gener- 
ous and  fearless  promptings  of  our  nature  which  some- 
times lead  to  excesses,  even  in  virtue.  Sir,  will  not 
thu  House,  on  the  present  occasion,  profit  somewhat  by 
imitating  the  characteristic  coolness  and  discreiion  of 
Northern  men,  in  yielding  something  of  tbe  excess  of 
feeling  to  the  more  calm  suggestions  of  reason,  while  de- 
liberating upon  the  conduct  of  my  venerable  friend,  and 
deciding  the  character  of  the  ofl'ence  which  he  is  charg- 
ed with  having  committed?  Offence,  did  I  say?  There 
baa  been  no  oflVnce.  It  is  a  false  denomination  of  the 
act  of  my  colleague.  There  are  too  many  lawyers  on 
this  floor  to  permit  a  sanction  to  the  misnomer  by  the 
deliberate  judgment  of  the  House. 

The  House  will  bear  with  me,  1  humbly  trust,  while  I 
advert  to  the  comiuct  of  my  coUesgue,  a  hich  is  charged 
as  a  premeditated  and  benious  crime.  At  a  proper  time, 
in  order,  within  the  strictest  rules  of  the  House,  my  col- 
lesgue,  being  entitled  to  the  fioor,  propounded  a  ques- 
tion to  the  Speaker,  in  reference  to  the  disposition  to 
be  made  of  a  petition,  the  answer  to  which  he  intended 
to  receive  ^as  directory  to  his  conduct  in  the  matter. 
Distrusting  his  own  judgment,  he  addressed,  respectful- 
ly, a  request  for  information  to  the  Chair,  in  the  faithful 
determination,  as  he  now  explicitly  declares,  to  regulate 
his  subsequent  acu  m  by  tbe  direction  which  should  be 
given  him.  And  is  such  the  ofTence  for  which  the  ven- 
erable member  from  Massachusetts  is  to  8ufr<;r  tbe  se- 
vere reprehension  of  this  House? 

[Mr.  Pickers  here  rose,  and  desired  to  say  that  it  was 
fur  announcing  that  he  had  a  petition  from  slave*,  thus 
destroying  all  the  relations  of  master  and  slave,  and  de- 
nying the  doctrine  that  the  slave  csn  only  be  heard 
through  his  maater:  this  is  the  offence.] 

Mr.  LiacuLN  resumed.  Yes,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  aware 
that  this  is  the  understanding  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina.    But  did  my  colleague  assert  or  deny  any  doc- 
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trine»  or  tn  any  wise  allude  to  the  reUtion  of  master  and 
slave?  I  will  not  stop  to  inquire  whether  he  might,  or 
might  nut,  very  property  have  done  so.  It  is  enough  to  say 
that  hislangusge  was  confined  io  a  naked  inquiry,  in  which 
no  doctrine  was  denied,  and  the  rights  of  masters  in  no  re- 
spect involved.  The  question  put  to  the  Speaker  was  sim- 
ply this:  Does  a  petition  purporting  to  be  from  slaves  fall 
within  a  rule  df  the  House  f  The  purport  of  the  petition 
was  not  even  intimated.  Again,  then,  1  demand,  is  it  for 
miking  this  inquiry  that  my  colleague  Is  to  sn^wer?  It 
is  to  the  act  itself  we  must  look,  to  determine  its  chv^c- 
ier;  and  that  act  consisted,  wholly  and  exclusively,  in 
putting  the  question  to  the  Chair. 

But  it  has  t>een  urged,  in  the  course  of  this  debate, 
that,  however  equivocal  or  innocent  might  aeem  to  be 
the  language  of  the  inquiry,  yet  (hat  it  was  made  with  a 
sinister  and  culpuble  intent.  Is  it  intention,  then,  the 
secret  purpose  of  mind,  which  constitutes  the  crime  of 
which  this  House  is  to  take  cognizsnce?  In  what  code 
of  criminal  jurisprudence,  from  what  law  of  parliament- 
ary practice,  do  gentlemen  gather  jurisdiction  of  the 
thoughts  of  the  hesrt?  If  the  external  action  be  not 
criminal,  the  inward  motive  cannot  change  its  character. 
Who  ever  hesrd,  in  a  court  of  justice,  that  intention 
could  be  imputed  as  crime,  when  the  act  with  which 
that  intention  was  connected  constituted  no  offence^ 
The  wrong,  which  is  cogn«z  ible  by  law,  is  in  the  overt 
act.  The  pl"tting  of  treason  is  not  treason.  The  design 
to  lie  in  wait  is  not  murder.  The  intent  may  chsnge  the 
apparent  character  of  the  act,  but,  without  the  act,  the 
intent  is  nothing.  Need  I  illustrate.^  A  homicide  is 
Gommittedi  it  may  be  murder  or  manslaughter;  an  ex- 
cusable or  a  justifiable  act,  according  to  the  intehtion  of 
the  agent {  but  if  there  be  no  sisying,  the  mere  purpose 
to  do  it,  however  malicious  or  premeditated,  violates  no 
law.  Apply  the  principle,  however  incongruous  may 
aeem  the  illustration,  to  the  case  before  the  House.  My 
honorable  colleague  is  charged  with  a  contempt.  It  has 
been  satisfactorily  shown,  as  I  trust,  that,  in  the  language 
of  the  inquiry  proposed  by  him  to  the  Chair,  there  was 
nothing  contemptuous  to  the  Chair  or  to  the  House.  In 
and  by  itself,  the  inquiry  was  altogether  harmless. 
Wherein,  then,  is  the  contempt^  It  still  rests,  if  intend- 
ed, in  the  bresst  uf  my  collesgue,  without  the  form  of 
expression  to  give  it  the  character  of  an  offence. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Holsst]  has  ob- 
jected to  my  collesgue  that,  by  his  conduct,  subsequent 
to  the  inquiry  propounded  by  him  to  the  Chair,  he  has 
trifled  with  the  feelings  of  members  and  the  dignity  of 
the  House.  This  is  distinct  and  different  ground  for  ac- 
cuaation;  but,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  put  it  to  the  liberality  of 
the  gentleman  himself  to  say  whether,  af\er  the  explicit 
discUimer  by  my  collesgue,  this  cause  of  complaint 
should  further  be  insisted  on.  What,  sir,  have  we  heard 
thia  very  morning/  After  time  has  been  given  for  the 
excitement  of  yesterday's  debate  to  subside <  after  a 
night,  doubtlesft,  of  thoughtful  consideration  and  recol- 
lection, my  venerable  colleague  has,  here,  in  the  pres- 
ence of  the  House,  made  the  deliberate  and  aolemn  dec- 
laration, that  to  trifle  with  the  House  or  its  members 
would  be  the  last  possible  purpose  of  bis  heart.  And  is 
not  this  enough?  Can  it  be  permitted  for  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  now  to  argue,  by  inference,  against  the 
sincerity  of  that  declaration?  It  is  ssked,  if  no  disrespect 
to  the  House  was  intended,  wherefore  the  manner  of  my 
collesgue,  so  different  from  that  of  other  members,  in 
presenting  memorialsf  This  inquiry  I  will  not  under- 
take to  answer.  It  may  be  matter  of  taste  or  matter  of 
judgment  with  my  colleague.  His  msnner  is  not  my 
manner;  nor  do  I  see  in  his  better  success,  un  this  sub- 
ject, in  thia  House,  any  encouragement  to  me  for  its 
adoption.  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  was  nut  unreasonable 
to  suppose  that  the  exception  is  taken  rather  to  the 


character  of  the  memorials  IImii  to  the  manner  of  pre- 
senting them.     If  the  charge  of  trifling  with  the  Houie 
is  made  upon  the  ground  that  the  venerable  gentlrnan 
presents  to  the  House  abolition  memorials,  then  it  be  iHit 
the  only  offender.     If  to  present  the  petition  of  aboli- 
tionists be  to  trifle  with  the  House,  there  are  oMay  here 
who  should  nut  cast  the  first  atone.    Sir,  I  am,  in  the 
popular  sense  of  the  term,  no  abolitionist.    Altbosgh  1 
would  to  God  thst  every  human  being  was  enlightescd 
and  free,  yet  I  have  never  advocated,  either  on  tbit  floor 
or  elsewhere,  the  peculmr  viewa  or  schemes  of  the  abo- 
litionists.    Pure  and  philanthropic  aa  1  believe  the  mo- 
tives of  most  of  them  to  be,  I  have  seen  many  and  noit 
serious  obatacles  to  their  progress,  and  anticipated  fear- 
ful consequences  from  their  success.  But  for  this  eausr, 
in  an  honest  difference  of  sentiment  between  ui,  1  ban 
not  felt  at  liberty  to  withstand  their  right  of  petitioo. 
Like  my  colleague,  1  have  presented  their  ssemoriali— 
willingly  and  cheerfully  preaented  them— as  the  will  of 
that  portion  of  my  conatiluents  who  have  coataiite^ 
them  to  my  charge.     I  have  preaented  then  firoin  mes 
and  women  of  as  pure,  elevated^  and  intellectual  charac- 
ter as  any  in  the  worlds  men  and  women,  kind  and  fcn- 
erous,  and  of  tenderest  sympathiea,  who  would  no  soon- 
er do  an  injury  or  an  act  of  injuatice  to  any  human  bcir-^ 
than  the  most  chivalrous  or  true-hearted  of  the  sons  or 
danghtera  of  the  South.    Sir,  I  shall  continue  to  present 
these  petitions,  within  the  rules  of  the  House,  wbenerer 
and  as  often  aa  t^ey  are  transmitted  to  me. 

But,   say  gentlemen,   mw  colleague,    in  preseotinf; 
these  abolition  memorials,  oss  eulogised  the  characttr 
of  those  who  have  subscribed  to  them.    The  gentlemin 
from  South  Carolina    [Mr.  Tnovraow]  in  an  especial 
manner  excepts  to  this  as  an  aggravation  of  the  offencr, 
and  inaista  that  it  evinces,  in  the  technical  language  of 
the  law,  ••  a  heart  void  of  aocial  obligation,  andfauti; 
bent  upon  miscliief.'*    Will  the  honorable  genthmanbi 
pleased  to  consider  whether  thia  aupposcd  cau^  of  ex 
ception  be  so  peculiarly  applicable  to  the  members  fros 
Masaachusetts,  or  to  thia  class  of  petitioiw^    Sir,  do  no 
other  members  do  the    same  on  other  occasions,  sn^ 
in  regard  to  every  other  subject }    Is  it  not  usual,  co« 
mon,  with  n  the   rule  of   the  House,  or,  at  leastj  tb 
pract-ce  of  the  House,  so  to  do.^     Has  not  a  member,  ii 
presenting  a  petition  of  any  detcriptior*,  a  r  ght  to  d< 
dare  whence  and  from  whom  it  corneal    May  be  w 
say  that  this  one,  who  subscribes  it,  is  a  minister  of  tl 
gospel  of  peace  I  that  another  ia  a  citizen  of  the  bigbe 
intelligence  and  the  pureet  virtue i  that  others  sre  M 
tellectual  and  accomplished  women,  in  whose  bresi 
the   fet  lings  of  kindneu  and  human  sympathy  ev< 
find  a  home^    To  do  this,  la  it  an  offence?    How  oftri 
sir,  have  the  character,  and  influence,  and  standing  i 
society,  of  petitioners  been  staled  on  this  floor,  toe 
force  the  prayer  of  their  petition?     In  the  memorab 
panic  session,  aa  it  has  bt-en  termed,  of  the  last  Cd 
gresii,  on  a  question,  regarded   by  aome  who  now  < 
hibit  peculiar  sensitiveness  ss  one  of  mere  pecunU 
concern,  involving  the  simple  consideration  wbcti 
the  revenue  of  the  country  ahould  be  deposited  in  4 
strong  box  or  another,  gentlemen  in  eveiy  quarter 
the  House  stated  and  dwelt  upon  the  character  a 
standing  of  the  petitioners;  and  «ho  then  held  this  to 
a  breach  of  privilf  ge?    Sir,  it  ia  every  day's  practi 
And  may  that  be  done  in  respect  to  mattera  of  pn>pe 
which  ia  forbidden  in  thinga  of  infinitely  higher  t 
men*,  affecting  the  righta  of  person  and  the  prerfl 
tives  of  freemen,  the  liberty  of  apeecb  and  the  righj 
petition?     Mr.  Speaker,  it  baa  fallen   to  the  lot  of 
venerable  colleague  to  have  been  c^  arged  with  mort 
these  petitions  than  all  of  hia  aasoctatea  in  the  deta 
tion  together.     His  age,  hia  character,  the  ststioM 
.has  held,  and   his  stapding  before   the  wirldi  I 
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brodghtupon  hhn  retponsibilitiet  which  others  might 
Dot  bive  borne.  The  people  hare  thrown  upon  the 
fhoolderforAjii  the  vetgfht  which  no  common  man 
could  hare  fustaioed.  They  trusted  to  his  talents,  his 
learning,  and  his  g^eat  experience,  to  secure  to  htm  the 
dereicoce  of  respect  due  to  these  qualifications  in  the 
dutiei  be  was  called  upon  to  discharge.  If  this  shall  not 
now  be  accorded  to  him,  and  these  resolutions  are  to 
paai,  I  ihaU,  in  common  with  my  colleagues,  not  cease 
to  lament  that  we  were  not  permitted  more  largely  to 
ihare  in  that  painful  pre-eminence  to  which  the  prefer- 
ence of oQf  respective  more  immediate  constituents  may 
hare  contributed  to  subject  him. 

Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  another  topic  in  this  cpnneiion 
opon  which  I  wish  to  address  a  few  words  to  the  con- 
nderation  of  this  House.     Coming  from  the  Stste  by 
which  1  hare  been  so  highly  honored,  and  knowing  full 
well,  u  I  think  I  do,  the  character  of  the  people  whom 
I  represent,  1  cannot  pass  by  this  occasion  without,  for 
the  fint  time  since  1  have  been  on  this  floor,  expressing 
sKoething  of  that  feeling  with  which  1  have  often  been 
compelled  to  listen  to  the  tone  of  remark  from  one  quar- 
ter of  this  House.     Sir,  I  have  sat  dsy  aAer  day,  week 
after  week,  year  after  year,  and  heard  the  North  and 
(be  East  ssTdiled   by  every  epithet  of  indignity  and  re- 
proach.   I  have  seen  honorable,  high-minded,  **  chival- 
rwf'  men  from  the  South  stand  up  in  their  place,  and 
beard  from  their  lips  denunciations  of  a  whole  section 
of  country,  as  selfish,  sordid,  mean-spirited,  unpatriotic. 
In  the  fiiry  of  debate,  the  vocabulary  of  opprobrious 
(ems  hu  been  exhausted.     Respectful  petitions,  pre- 
iented  by  my  colleagues  and  myself^  have  been  cbarac- 
|erited  as  the  acts  of  the  vilest  incendiaries!     I  rejoice 
b  the  opportunity  now  afforded  me  to  repel  these  most 
offeBsire  and  calumnious  aspersions.    Those  who  in- 
^Ife  in  them  are  ignorant  alike  of  our  character  and 
ourdoiofi.     What  do  we  now  witnessf    Under  a  rule 
«f  the  House,  petitions  laid  on  your  table  without  being 
^d,  and  yet,  with  no  knowledge  of  their  contents, 
lippaolJy  denounced  as  vile,  incendiary  productions! 
For  myself,  I  say  here,   in  m^  place,  such  is  not  the 
^i^^Meter  of  a  single  paper  which  f  have  presented;  nor 
^l  believe  it  applies  ^o  any  offered  by  either  of  my 
°>lieaKues.    On  the  contrary,  they  are  respectful  me- 
B^orialN  clothed  in  language  decorous  to  the  body  to 
*bich  they  are  addressed,  and  sppropriate  to  the  ob- 
ject they  are  deaig^d  to  accomplish,  such  as  no  man  in 
A  fit  state  of  mind  for  legislation,  with  cool  and  deliber- 
ate jud^meot,  could  justly  Uke  offence  at.    If  Southern 
gCfltJemen  had  done  with  this  class  of  memorials  as,  in 
■y  humble  judgment,  it  would  have  been  for  their 
P^  and  happiness  to  have  done,  sent  them  to  the 
^^eration  of  a  committee,  we  should  have  had  fewer 
•f  them  here,  and  a  better  feeling  on  the  part  of  those 
of  us  from  the  North  who  are  disposed,  by  every  reason- 
able means  within  our  power,  to  prevent  interference 
■ad  lUiy  agitation  at  home,  on  this  most  dangerous  sub- 
J  ct-    Great  injustice  ha^  been  done,  both  to  us  and  to 
^  constituents,  in  this  hall.     Can  gentlemen  seriously 
btbere  vhat  their  impassioned  feeliiigR,  in  the  ardor  of 
^bate,  too  often   lead  them  to  express^    There  are 
^oae  among  them  who  have  visited  at  least  one  portion 
or  (he  Country  from  whence  these  petitions  come,  and 
ye  bad  some  opportunity  of  judging  of  the  character 
^\\M  population.     What  say  ihese  gentlemen  of  our 
New  Enghod.'     We  call  npon  them  to  stand  up  here 
^  testify.     Did  they  find  the  mass  of  our  citizens  ig- 
norant, priest-ridden    fanatics;    incendiaries,  prepared 
for  deeds  of  rapine  snd  bloocl,  and  eager  to  wrap  the 
r![^I^Bgs  of  slaveholders  in  flames ^     Idle,  worse  than 

ll'  '■*  ^^^y  "^^^  pretence  of  apprehension.  Those 
*bo  sign  these  petitions  are  among  the  moat  harmless, 
ntini.ciQscientious,  pious  people  of  the  land.     Tbey 


would  be  the  last  to  excite  to  violence,  or  willingly  do 
their  Southern  brethren  a  wrong.    They  are  acting  un- 
der honest  (however  mistaken)  convictions  of  duty.  They 
conscientiously  believe  that  a  great  moral  evil  exists  in  the 
form  of  alavei7t  and  they  believe,  as  I  also  believe,  that 
Congress  hss  the  power  to  abolish  slavery  and  the  slsve 
trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia.     Beyond  this,  practi- 
cally, 1  have  never  found,  among  my  constituents,  noen, 
woman,  or  child,  who  *>ished  to  go.     On  the  point  of 
sound  policy,  of  high  political  expediency,  of  the  pro- 
priety and  wisdom  of  the  interposition  of  this  power, 
of  the  tendency  of  the  measures  which  these  worthy 
people  propose,  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  slaves 
themselves,  of  the  consequences,  here  and  elsewhere, 
of  sudden  and  entire  abolition,  even  within  the  District 
of  Columbia,  I  do,  indeed,  differ  with  them.     But  1  re- 
spect their  motives.    Theirs  may  be,  and  I  think  is,  an 
error  of  judgment,  in  urging,  under  esisiing  circum- 
stances, and  in  the  present  excited  state  of  the  Sou'h, 
these  memorials  upon  Congress.     In  my  opinion,  this  is 
not  the  time  for  thc*ir  favorable  reception,  or  for  the 
proper  action  upon  them.     But  the  memorialists  view 
this  matter  in  a  different  light.     Freemen  themselver, 
they  deem  it  neither  consistent  with  the  character  of  a 
free  people,  nor  creditable  to  the  nation,  ihat  their  rep- 
resentatives should  be  legislating  here,  in  the  midst  of 
slaves.    They  plant  themselves  upon  the  constitution, 
and,  honestly  believing  that  they  bring  their  petitions 
within  its  spirit,  they  earnestly  implore  you  to  remove 
this  stigma  from  the  land.     And  will  you  not,  sir,  look 
into  the  matt  erf    Dare  you  not  trust  yourselves  with  a 
question  over  which  you  have  exclusive  control?    Be- 
lieve me,  there  is  nothing  to  fear.    These  thousands  of 
women,  these  hundreds  of  clergymen,  the  kind-heart- 
ed, the  sympathetic,  and  the  devout,  who  sign  these 
petitions,  are  not  the  incendiaries  to  apply  the  torch  to 
Southern  dwellings.     Miy  not  piety  utter  its  prayer  fur 
the  relief  of  human  misery/  May  not  female  tenderness 
heave  a  sigh  fur  the  condition  of  the  oppressed,  without 
giving  occasion  for  alarm?    This  is  no  scheme  of  am- 
bition, no  plotting  of  selfi*h,  designing,  reckless  politi- 
cians.    It  is  principally  the  unsophisticated,  the  arilesF, 
the  siipple,  and  the  unoffending,  who  thus  'approach 
you;  who,  regarding  duty  in  its  remote  relations,  snd 
taking  counsel  of  their  k  nder  feelings,  believe  it  safe 
to  ssk  you  if  you  cannot  interpose,  within  }our  own  un- 
limited jurisdiction,  to  alleviate  a  crying  evil,  without 
prejudice  to  the  public  weal.     And  will  you  not  even 
hear  such  a  request,  from  a  humiliating  distrust  of  the 
exercise  of  your  own  judgment,  to  grant  or  refuse  it' 

One  word  more  on  this  point,  with  the  indulgence  of 
the  House, in  reference  to  the  Slate  from  whch  I  comr. 
Tbe  people  of  Massachusetts  are  a  just,  a  faithful,  and  a 
liberal  people.  They  are  devotedly  attached  to  the 
Union;  and,  for  its  preservation,  will  ever  seek  to  culti- 
vate the  truest  sentiments  of  affection  and  respect  for 
their  brethren  of  the  Souti*.  There  is  none  other  than 
kind  feeling  in  the  North  towards  the  Suuth.  I  know 
this  to  be  the  fact.  !  full  well  know  that  even  those 
who  sign  these  abolition  petitions  have  nothing  further 
from  their  hearta  than  harm  or  danger  to  the  Southein 
Slates.  They  call  slavery  a  sin;  but  they  charge  not 
upon  the  present  peneraiion  the  responsibility  for  its 
existence.  They  look  into  the  constitution,  which  the 
North  will  be  the  Ust  to  vioUte,  and  tbey  see  and  rec- 
ognise there  the  guarantee  of  thia  peculiar  institution  of 
the  South  in  the  States  of  the  Union.  They  dream  not 
of  mischief  to  their  South^^ll  brethren  from  the  indul- 
gence of  their  benevolent  wishes  for  the  freedom  of 
the  slave.  Not  a  m:An  among  them  but  would  stand 
appalled  at  the  very  thought  thitt  what  he  was  here  at- 
tempting would  incite  to  servile  insurrection  or  civil 
I  war.    If  the  time  and  the  occasion  shall  ever  come— 
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which  may  Heaven  in  mercy  avert! — when,  however 
instigated,  the  hand  of  the  slave  shall  be  raised  against 
his  lawful  nfaster,  and  the  tocain  of  alarm  shall  be  sound- 
ed from  our  Southern  borders,  then  shall  it  be  known 
that  the  cords  of  aflfection,  of  a  common  kindred,  and 
of  ancient  friendships  with  our  Southern  brethren,  are 
closely  knit  in  every  Northern  bosom,  and  that  the  hour 
of  trial  with  them  cannot  pass,  without  our  sympathy 
and  generous  participation  in  their  service  and  auffer- 
inp. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  represent,  with  my  colleagues,  the  peo- 
ple of  a  State  who  were  early  taught  the  value  of  civil  lib- 
erty. They  know  of  no  freedom  without  the  freedom  of 
speech,  the  freedom  of  the  press,  and  the  right  of  petition. 
They  derive  not  these  enjoyments  from  any  parchment 
charter  of  Government,  but  cliim  them  as  the  absolute, 
unqualified  inheritance  of  freemen,  the  prerogative  of 
civilized,  social  man.  The  constitution  of  Massachusetts 
was  adopted  in  the  midst  of  the  great  struggle  for  Amer- 
ican liberty;  and  there  is  written,  in  letters  of  gold,  in 
her  glorious  Bill  of  Rights,  that  the  right  of  the  people 
peaceably  to  assemble  and  petition  is  an  inalienable 
right,  and  cannot  be  impaired;  that  the  liberty  of  speech 
and  of  the  press  is  essential  to  freedom  in  a  State,  and 
ought  not  to  be  restrained.  It  is  upon  these  fundamen- 
tal principles,  first  proclaimed  by  themselves,  and  after- 
wards ingrafted  into  the  frame  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, mainly  by  the  action  of  the  convention  of  .Massa- 
chusetts, that  the  people  of  Massachusetts  claim  the 
right  to  speak,  and  write,  and  petition.  Having  this 
right,  they  send  their  petitions  here;  and  all  they  ask  or 
hope  is,  that  their  requests  may  be  considered,  and  such 
disposition  made  of  them  as  best  comports  with  the 
honor,  peace,  and  welfare  of  the  nation.  They  mean 
no  uiTence;  they  meditate  no  wrong;  and,  in  vindicating 
them,  I  do  but  vindicate  and  assert  those  great  princi- 
ples of  civil  liberty,  to  enforce  and  carry  out  which  this 
Guvernment  was  founded,  and  the  subversion  of  which 
this  republic  cannot  survive. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  risen  and  made  these  unpremed- 
itated remarks,  not  knowing  that  I  shall  even  be  sustain- 
ed by  a  single  member  from  my  own  Stat**,  or  the 
North,  in  protesting  against  the  passage  of  the  resolu* 
tions  upon  your  table.  But,  whether  1  stand  alone  or 
am  supported,  I  can  never  consent  that  my  venerable 
colleague  shall  be  brought  to  your  bar,  to  be  censured 
for  a  conscientious  discharge  of  duty.  What  he  has 
done  he  has  manfully,  rightfully,  nobly  done,  in  de- 
fence of  the  inestimable  right  of  petition  and  the  free* 
dom  of  speech  in  this  House. 

Mr.  BYNUM  then  addressed  the  House  at  some  lengtH, 
and  concluded  by  submitting  the  followinur  proposition: 

S<rike  out  all  after  the  word  **Iiesohfed,**  and  insert, 
*'  That  an  attempt  to  present  any  petition  or  memorial 
from  any  slave  or  slaves,  or  free  negro,  from  any  part  uf 
the  Union,  is  a  coi. tempt  of  the  House,  and  calculated 
to  embroil  it  in  a  strife  and  c<mfu>ion  incompatible  with 
the  dignity  of  the  body;  and  that  any  memt)er  guilty  of 
the  s.ime  Justly  subjects  himkself  to  the  censure  of  the 
Ifousr. 

** HttQ*vtdt  lliat  a  comaiittee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  fact  wheth  r  any  such  attempt  has  been  made 
by  any  member  of  this  House,  and  report  the  same  to 
the  H"use  as  soon  as  practicable." 

Mr.  GRAVES  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 

I  have  arisen  to  submit  a  few  remarks  in  support  of 
the  vote  I  sliall  fc-eL  myself  constrained  to  give  on  this 
subject. 

Sir,  I  am  from  a  slave  hold  ng  Slate,  myself  a  slavehold- 
er, and  am  not  ashamed  to  acknowledge  it.  And  I  do  en- 
ter my  most  solemn  protest  against  the  abolitionist^,  or 
any  other  portion  of  the  population  of  the  non-stavehold- 
ing  States,  to  iiiterlere  in  any  degre-,  as  remotely  soev- 


er as  it  may  be,  with  the  subject  of  alavery  in  the  slave- 
holding  States.  And  I  state,  farther,  that  I  am  utterlj 
opposed  to  the  object  of  the  prayer  of  those  wbo  have 
petitioned  Congress  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia;  for  although  I  am  inclined  to  the  opinion  that 
Congress  haa  a  right  to  legialate  on  this  subject,  I  am 
utterly  and  wholly  opposed  to  any  effort  to  touch  it,  for 
many  of  the  most  obvious  reaaons;  one  of  which,  pan* 
mount  to  all  others,  it  the  feeling  of  the  Southern  tbre- 
holding  States;  for  gentlemen  from  the  South  have  ti- 
suroed  an  unbroken  front  in  assuring  as  that  the  first  ef- 
fort to  Irgislate  on  this  subject  will  produce  an  instants* 
neous  dissolution  of  the  Union,  to  which  I  am,  in  the 
sincerity  of  my  soul,  attached  above  all  other  political 
considerations.  But,  sir,  I  cannot  go  with  those  hosor* 
able  gentlemen  the  lengths  proposed.  1  cannot  conscDt 
to  pass  a  vote  of  censure  on  any  honorable  member, 
whether  from  the  North  or  the  South,  the  Eist  or  the 
Wes%  for  rising  in  his  place  and  orderly  asking  a  qties* 
tion,  or  independently  expressing  an  opinM>n,  ss  much 
soever  as  t  may  believe  them  to  be  erroneous  or  asmon* 
atrous  soever  as  all  may  admit  them  to  be. 

Sir,  I  calmly  ask  this  House  to  take  a  dispiviooale, 
common-sense  view  of  what  it  seems  we  are  about  to 
do,  under  the  influence  of  heated  imagination  and  excite- 
ment,  almost  by  acclamation;  the  facts  in  the  case  ire 
few  and  easily  understood.  They  are  simply  that  (be 
honorable  gentleman  arose  in  his  place  and  asked  of  the 
Chair- 
Mr.  Adixs  stated  that  he  had  in  his  possession  a  pa- 
per upon  which  he  wished  to  have  the  decision  of  the 
Speaker.  It  purported  to  be  a  petition  from  twenty- 
two  alaves,  declaring  themselves  such,  and  be  was  re- 
quested to  present  it.  He  wished  to  know  whether  ibe 
Speaker  would  consider  the  paper  as  embraced  by  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  the  18th  of  January  last. 

The  Spkakib  answered  that  the  gentleman  bavipg 
the  paper  in  his  possession  was  the  best  judge  of  tie  flul' 
ter;  but  if  the  gentleman  would  send  the  paper  to  tbe 
Chair,  he  would  then  decide. 

Mr.  Adams  said  if  he  sent  it  to  the  Chair  it  would 
then  be  in  possession  of  the  House,  whereas  he  wished 
to  know  of  the  Speaker  whether  it  came  within  tbens- 
olution  of  the  House  of  the  18th  of  January,  before  he 
presented  it.  The  paper  purported  to  oome  frao  slavei; 
and  this,  like  tbe  other  petition  which  be  bad  last  pre- 
sented, was  one  of  the  cases  to  which  he  had  slluded,  is 
before  stating  to  the  Ht)use  that,  when  he  received  thesi, 
a  doubt  had  arisen  in  his  mind  whether  the  paper  vii 
genuine,  or  whether  it  was  spurious  sod  an  imposition. 
The  paper  appeared  to  be  signed  partly  by  persons  wbo 
could  not  write,  but  made  their  marks,  and  partly  by  per- 
sons, judging  f'um  the  handwriting,  of  little  educatiofl. 
He  would  send  the  paper  to  the  tabli*. 

Mr.  Lawleb  objected  to  its  going  to  the  table. 

The  Spbakir  said,  as  this  was  a  novel  esse,  be 
would  leave  it  to  the  House,  and  take  its  advice  and 
counsi  I.  » 

For  this  supposed  crime  (said  Mr.  Gbatbs)  tbebooor* 
able  gentleman  firom  South  Carolina  [Mr.  TaoMrsos] 
has  submitted  a  resolution  to  hsve  him  bronghttotie 
bar  of  the  Houae  and  reprimanded  by  the  Chair.  Novr, 
air,  whilst  1  wholly  d  ffcr  with  the  honorable  gentlemsn 
from  Massachusetts  in  supposing,  as  he  sa)8  he  doef>  to> 
slaves  have  a  right  to  petition  this  House,  and  v^l^''^^ ' 
suppose  that  not  a  member  on  this  floor  concon  »'«» 
that  gentleman  in  this  most  extraordinary  opinioiji  )"^* 
he  has  asserted  to  this  House  that  every  human  !)«»«?• 
whether  bond  or  free,  haa  a  right  to  petition  this  bc-dy. 
He  fays  that  such  sre  the  conclusions  of  his  best  rt  «ec* 
tton^  and  as  such  intended,  if  he  had  found  it  not  disa- 
greeable to  the  House,  to  have  discharged  what  be  con- 
sidered his  duly,  by  presenting  it.    And  for  tbU  expr«- 
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sioQ  of  vhit  I  feel  myielf  constrained  to  belicTe  to  be 
M  boneit  but  a  most  »bturd  opinion*  we,  the  membera 
of  ibii  Houte*  are  called  on  to  past  a  vote  of  ceniure  on 
«M  vho  bu  filled  with  honor  to  hioiielf  and  hia  country 
vfait  1  consider  the  highest  station  on  earth 4  one  whose 
Haiorj  M  identified  with  that  of  our  common  country. 

J,  lir,  supported,  with  all  the  humble  influence  which 
I  poMSsied,  the  administrstion  of  thst  honorable  gentle- 
mao.  Bat  I  regret  to  aay  his  course  since  I  have  met 
him  on  thu  floor  has  most  generally  met  with  my  most 
decided  diMpprobation  and  condemnation.  But,  air,  in 
the  foee  I  am  sbout  to  give,  I  am  not  to  regard  any  opin- 
idoi  I  oty  hsve  or  now  do  entertain  of  that  honorable 
{endenna's  course  on  other  subjrcts.  But  I  look  only 
to  the  Abstract  question  of  the  operation  of  the  propoaed 
noreoent  upon  a  member  of  this  House.  Believing 
thit  the  obvious  tendency  of  this  movement  is  calcula- 
ted, though  no  doubt  unintentional  on  the  part  of  the 
■over,  to  abridge  the  freedom  of  speech  here,  I  will 
lerer,  u  long  as  I  maintain  the  atand  of  an  American 
Coo^ewmsn,  consent  to  take  this  or  any  other  atep 
vbich  ii  cali^ulated  to  restrict  the  liberty  of  speech  in 
Mj  oember  of  this  body,  or  any  other  American  citizen. 

Sir,  K  it  insisted,  notwitlistandmg  the  gentleman  from 
UiMdiuietts  disavowa  any  auch  intention,  that  thr  ques- 
tion which  he  has  Mked  the  Houae  was  calculated  and 
^a^nedto  ridicule  and  bring  into  contempt  the  reaolution 
adopted  by  this  House,  by  which  all  petitiona  and  papera 
•f  ererjr  description,  in  relation  to  the  subject  of  slavery, 
|fcouid  be  received  and  |aid  on  the  table,  without  read- 
■f-  Now,  itr,  if  it  was  the  intention  of  the  honorable 
lesileoian  from  Massachusetts  to  bring  contempt  and 
ndicole  on  this  or  any  other  measure  of  this  House,  he 
^  only  done  that  from  which  such  a  deaign  might  be 
iafitrred:  be  intended  a  reflection  on  that  resolution, 
ud  to  show  what  he  saya  is  the  absurd  operation  of  such 
>nilf,  wbibt  a  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
FicKiii]  has  openly  and  boldly  announced,  in  hia  speech 
■poo  thii  subject,  that  he  denounced  this  resolution, 
>d)pted  bf  the  overwhelming  vote  of  this  House,  with 
^t  16  membera  from  slavebolding  States  voting  sgainst 
*i  u  both  contemptible  and  ridiculous,  without  offend* 
><¥  the  sensibility  of  this  body.  Shall  we  pass  a  vote  of 
ccMure  on  the  venerable  member  from  Masaachusetts 
for  doin^  that  which  has  been  done  with  impunity  by 
•aother?  I  an  not  one  of  the  number  to  take  thia  step 
^J  ]v.nin{  in  thia  vote  of  censure.  1  am  not  for  censur- 
■Bg  either  of  those  gentlemen,  for  I  am  for  allowing  the 
r«i<€ft  possible  latitude  to  debaters,  to  the  entire  free- 
^  of  ipeech,  and  will  resist  to  the  last  moment  any  en* 
«w»chment  on  either. 

,  But,  lir,  allow  me  to  take  another  view  of  this  sub- 
JKt,  We  are  not  authorised  to  infer,  from  the  question 
^kicb  the  gentleman  baa  asked,  that  be  designed  to 
y*H  into  ridicule  and  contempt  this  House,  or  any  of 
i^Mti.  Though  I  confess  I  thought  differently  at  fint, 
^  that  the  gentleman  haa  asserted,  in  hia  place,  that 
K  hid  a  definite  and  practical  object  in  asking  this 
1^>c*tion{  that  it  was  hia  object,  if  it  should  be  spproba- 
^  ^y  the  House,  to  proceed  to  present  the  petition : 
^^t  lir,  I  believe  it  waa  the  object  of  that  honorable 
fentleman  to  learn,  through  the  Speaker,  whether  it 
*Mid  be  agreeable  to  the  House  for  him  to  present  this 
P^on.  Sir,  if,  then,  a  member  deairea  to  take  a  step 
4  thii  House  which  his  conscience  approvea,  and  he 
^^  it  bis  duty  to  do,  and  still,  from  respect  to  the 
^^t  shall  ask  their  opinion  on  the  subject,  shall  we, 
*no  profess  to  stand  up  againat  any  encroachment  on 
*K  liberty  of  the  citisen,  vote  a  resolution  to  censure  a 
inc  citiaen,  a  representative  of  freemen,  for  thus  daring 
^  ttk  the  pleaaure  of  the  House'  as  to  a  atep  which  he 

S<^  I  bave  witneised  many  things  in  this  House  which 


I  thought  very  much  out  of  order,  snd  language  from 
which  a  great  disrespect  to  the  opinions  of  the  House 
miglit  much  more  readily  be  inferred,  than  from  the  lan- 
guage of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  Yet  I  have 
never  frit  disposed  to  pass  a  vote  of  censure  on  an  hon- 
orable member  for  this  course.  Sir,  there  arr,  to  my 
mind,  numberless  objections  to  this  resolution  of  cen- 
sure. Once  establish  it  as  a  principle  that  a  member 
may  be  degraded,  by  a  vote  of  censure,  for  expressing 
an  opinion  which  a  majority  thinks  is  not  orthodox, 
which  they  may  auppose  is  disrespectful  to  some  meas- 
ure which  they  have  adopted,  and  where  is  it  to  stop? 
Sir,  th-re  is  no  telling.  Once  set  a  precedent  to  the  ex- 
ercise of  this  extraordinary  power,  and  how  soon  may 
gentlemen  of  the  minority  of  this  House  fiud  it  operating 
with  the  greatest  possible  severity  upon  ibem  with  whom 
1  glory  in  being  numbered? 

Sir,  I  have  Mood  breast  to  breast  with  gentlemen  from 
slsveliolding  States,  and  other  sections  of  this  Union,  in 
battling  against  what  we  all  profeas  to  think  to  be  en- 
croachments upon  the  liberty  of  the  citiaen.  But,  sir, 
1  must  be  excused  for  pausing  to  take  thia  step,  which 
1  regsrd  at  all  times  as  an  extreme  remedy,  and  which, 
under  the  present  circumstances,  is  unnecessary.  What, 
then,  are  the  facta  of  this  case.' 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  has,  in  hia  argu« 
ments  on  this  floor,  asserted  heretofore  thst  the  right  of 
petition  ought  not  to  be  restricted,  but  that  it  should  be 
held  open  to  every  human  being.  That,  entertaining 
the  opinions  he  does  on  the  subject,  he  should  feel  him- 
self unauthorized  to  refuse  to  present  the  petition  of  any 
human  being  that  might  be  aent  to  him.  These  arj^u- 
mentsof  the  gentleman  were  delivered  when  advocating 
and  defending  the  petitioners  of  the  North,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  abolishing  slavery  in  this  District.  And,  I  sup- 
pose, to  try  his  fiiith  in  this  opiniun,  and  to  ridicule  its 
absurdity,  this  petition  from  twenty-two  slaves,  in  ref- 
erence to  the  presentation  of  which  he  asked  the  of- 
fensive question,  was  sent  to  him.  And,  further,  to 
show  it  was  intended  to  ridicule  him  snd  his  opinions, 
I  understand  ihey  pray  that  the  gentleman  himself,  and 
all  such  ss  entertain  abolition  principles,  shall  be  expel- 
led from  this  House.  Does  not  the  fact  that  this  came 
from  slaves  in  a  slavebolding  State,  praying  to  have  the 
honorable  gentleman  expelled,  show,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  all,  that  it  was  designed  to  ridicule  him,  and  test  the 
sincerity  of  his  professions?  This,  I  have  no  doubt,  was 
done  by  peraons  who  abominate  the  gentleman  and  his 
opinions.  Sir,  if  the  gentleman  from  Msssachusetts  is  to 
be  censured  for  this  language  of  his,  may  not  a  majority 
of  this  House,  who  disagree  with  me  on  national  politics, 
as  well  undertake  to  punish  me  for  contempt  or  disre- 
spect, for  uttering  an  opinion  which,  in  the  presence  of 
my  God  and  my  xountry,  is  true-*-that,  in  effect,  our 
Government  has  been  revolutionized  under  this  admin- 
istration i  that  all  power  is  concentered  in  your  Presi- 
dent {  that  he  has  asserted  prerogative  after  prerogative, 
usurped  power  after  power,  until  he  now  haa  more 
power,  and  governa  with  infinitely  leu  restraint,  than 
either  the  King  of  England  or  France? 

Sir,  I  will  now,  and  as  lung  as  I  msy  remain  here, 
battle  against  every  inch  of  auch  grounds.  I  do  not  know 
that  1  ahall  have  a  single  member  from  a  slavebolding 
State  with  me  in  voting  againat  this  resolution,  except 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Robsrt- 
soHt]  but,  sir,  if  I  stood  alone,  I  should  think  the  stand 
the  more  glorious.  I  know  of  no  criterion  by  which  to 
govern  my  course  on  this  or  any  other  subject,  other  thsn 
ttie  dicUtes  of  my  own  judgments  that,  sir,  I  will  ToUow, 
lead  me  wheK  it  OiAf,  Sir,  1  am  perfectly'  satisfied  that 
the  fanaticiam  in  the  North  upon  the  subject  of  slavery 
in  the  alaveholding  States  proceeds  mainly  from  a  mis- 
apprehension on  the  condition  of  the  slaves.    They  sup- 
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poae  that  slaTeholders  treat  their  sUiret  like  brutei;  that 
they  are  not  supplied  with  the  necessariea  of  Ure,  with 
necessary  food  and  raiment.  In  this  they  are  greatly 
mistaken.  Sir,  the  population  of  the  slaveholding  States 
are  aa  kind,  bene? olent,  and  as  beneficent  a  people  as 
live  on  earth,  and  treat  their  slaves  not  aa  brutes  but  as 
human  beings  entitled  to  all  the  induli^ences  which  are 
consistent  with  their  condition.  But  if  the  people  of  the 
slareholding  States  were  insensible  to  every  feeling  of 
humanity,  and  were  only  capable  of  being  operated  on 
by  the  most  sordid  and  selfish  considerations,  they  would 
perceive  it  to  be  their  most  obvious  policy  both  to  clothe 
and  feed  the  slave  well,  for  by  it  his  health  is  promoted 
and  his  life  prolonged.  Sir,  I  profess  to  understand  per- 
fectly well  the  relationa  subsisting  between  master  and 
slave,  and  I  hesitate  not  to  say  that  the  condition  of  the 
slave,  particularly  in  Kentucky,  the  State  1  have  the 
honor  in  part  to  represent,  is  better  than  the  condition  of 
the  poor  portion  of  the  population  of  any  nation  on  earth; 
for  there  the  necessaries  of  life  are  so  cheap  that  the 
food  and  clothing  of  a  slave  are  but  small  considerations 
with  the  owner. 

The  adoption  of  a  resolution  of  censure  on  the  vener- 
able gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  taken  in  connexion 
with  the  severe  and  acrimonious  censure  which  Southern 
gentlemen,  in  this  debate,  have  cast  on  these  deluded 
citizens  of  the  North,  who  have  sent  their  petitions  to  ua 
for  the  abolition  of  alavery  in  this  District,  would,  in  my 
estimation,  be  the  moat  unwise  step  which  could  be 
taken  by  this  body,  desirous  as  it  must  be  to  allay  the 
unfortunate  excitement  wh'<ch  is  now  prevailing  on  the 
subject  of  the  petitions  sent  here.  It  is  inconsistent  whh 
the  freedom  or  the  sge  to  expect  to  drive  a  community 
from  opinions  «  bicb  they  have  adopted,  except  by  show- 
ing them  to  be  erroneous.  You  cannot  by  denunciation 
drive  them  from  making  eflTorts  to  accomplish  favorite 
objectp,  except  by  convincing  them  of  their  impractica- 
bility. But  let  them  once  see  the  utter  inutility  of  fur 
ther  efforts,  of  the  obvious  folly  of  perseverance,  and 
they  will  probably  desist;  but  no  individual  or  commu- 
nity was  ever  convinced  of  an  erroneous  opinion  by  de- 
nunciation. Let  them  see  that  they  may  petition,  and 
Congress  will  disregard  their  prayers,  and  lay  their  pe- 
titions on  the  table  without  reading,  and  it  would  be 
worae  than  folly  in  them  to  persevere  in  their  uselets 
course. 

Whilst  I  am  prepared  to  admit  that  many  honest  per- 
sons in  the  North,  believing  slavery  to  be  opposed  to  and 
possibly  inconsistent  with  religion,  have  become  fanat- 
ics, and  are  seen  sending  their  petitions  for  its  abolition 
in  this  District,  let  roe  tell  them  their  course  is  fraught 
with  the  worst  of  consequences;  it  is  not  only  welding 
more  strongly  the  fetters  of  slavery,  but  it  is  now  ver- 
ging on  producing  that  atate  of  parties  in  this  Union 
which  Mr.  Jefferson  ao  much  deprecated,  which  every 
lover  of  this  Union  must  deprecate  above  all  other  cur- 
ses that  can  befiill  our  country — a  state  of  parties  divided 
by  geographical  lines,  which,  when  formed,  will,  yea, 
must,  inevitably  burst  asunder  the  bonds  of  this  blessed 
Union. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  then  inquired  whether  the  resolution 
of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolin*,  which  was  pro- 
posed as  an  amendment,  was  in  order.  He  made  this 
inquiry  because  he  considered  that,  if  this  resolution  was 
in  order,  the  subject  lost  its  character  of  a  question  of 
privilege. 
The  CHAIR  decided  that  it  was  in  order. 
Mr.  PHILLIPS  appealed  from  this  decision,  and  went 
on  briefly  to  discuss  his  point  of  order. 

The  CHAIR  then  sUted  the  grounds  of  bis  decision, 
and  read  the  parliamentary  Uw  on  the  subject;  when 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  said,  to  save  the  time  of  the  House, 
be  would  withdraw  the  appeal. 


Mr.  PATTON  obtained  the  floor,  and  made  some  few 
remarks— invoked  gentlemen  of  ttie  South  not  longer  to 
discuss  this  subject,  but  to  take  the  vote  u  sooo  as 
Northern  men  were  disposed  to  do  so.  Mr.  P.  concloded 
by  moving  the  following  resolutions,  as  an  amendment  to 
the  amendment: 

Rtaohtdt  That  the  right  of  petition  does  not  beloog  to 
slaves  of  this  Union;  that  no  petition  from  them  can  be 
presented  to  this  House  without  derogating  from  the 
rights  of  the  slaveholding  Slates,  and  endangering  the 
integrity  of  the  Union. 

Ruohedt  That  every  member  who  shall  hereafter  pre- 
sent any  such  petition  to  ihia  House  ought  to  be  con* 
aidered  aa  regardless  of  the  feelings  of  this  Uouie,  the 
righta  of  the  South,  and  an  enemy  to  the  Union. 

Rnokaed,  That  the  Hon.  Jobv  Q.  Anavs  ttSTiog 
solemnly  disclaimed  a  deaign  of  doing  any  thing  diire- 
apectfui  to  the  House  in  the  Inquiry  he  made  of  the 
Speaker  aa  to  the  petition  purporting  to  be  from 
slaves,  and  having  avowed  hia  intention  not  to  offer  to 
present  the  petition  if  the  House  was  of  opinion  that  it 
ought  not  to  be  presented— therefore,  all  further  pro- 
ceedings as  to  his  conduct  now  cease. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  addressed  the  Chair  as  followi: 
Mr.   Speaker:  I  am  reluctant,   air,  to  throw  myieU 
again  upon  the  indulgence  of  the  House.    The  original 
resolution  which  I  submitted  upon  this  subject,  tnd 
which  seems  ao  much  to  have  allocked  the  dehcate  senr 
abilities  of  some  gentlemen,  was  dictated  by  the  irre- 
pressible feelings  which  the  conduct  of  the  honorable 
member  from  Masaschusetts  waa  so  well  calculated  to 
excite.     More  calm  reflection  has  cwily  aerved  to  con- 
firm me  in  the  opinion  that  the  oourae  which  I  adopted 
was  that  which  duty  demanded;  and  although  I  should 
not  be  austained  by  a  aingle  vole,  it  would  not  la  the 
sligliteat  degree  ahake  nw  purpose.     No,  sir;  in  this,  m 
in  every  other  contest  of^duty,  honor,  and  right,  there  is 
consolation,  if  in  nothing  else,  in  the  glorious  sentiment 
of  Henry  at  Agincourt:  **  The  fewer  men,  the  greater 
share  of  honor."    It  is  not  the  first  time  that,  in  the  mo< 
ment  of  conflict,  I  have  found  myself  abandoned  by  some 
of  those  who  bad  urged  me  into  it.  '  I  am  somewbst  in 
the  condition  of  Richard  before  the  fatal  day  of  Bosworth  \ 
my  alliea  dropping  oflT  one  by  one.     Like  him,  I  hope 
In  nothing  else.     Gentlemen  who  yesterday  reproved 
ray  flagging  seal,  and  urged  a  resolution  for  the  expuli 
aion  of  the  member  from  Massachiiaetta,  to-day  find  my 
resolution  too  strong  by  half.     All  I  deaire  ia,  the  formal 
and  unequivocal  expreasion  of  the  House,  that  to  pre{ 
sent  a  petition  from  sUtves  ia  unauthorised  by  the  cooat'^ 
tution,  a  disrespect  to  the  House,  and  a  violation  of  th< 
rights  and  feelings  of  a  portion  >of  iu  members.    I  havi 
no  personal  feelings  of  vengeance  against  the  honorable 
member  [Mr.  AoAiaa]  to  gratify,  altbough  bia  habituaU) 
haraasing  the  House,  and  irritating  conduct  on  this  sub 
Jeet  6f  abolition,  have  been  well  calculated  to  rouie  suci 
feelings.  How  great  have  been  hia  treapaasea  during  ihi 
session  upon  your  patience,  and  that  of  the  House,  is  i 
the  knowledge  of  every  member. 

My  honorable  friend  from  Virginia  [Mr.  RoaaaTSO? 
admits  that  the  conduct  of  the  member  from  Massachi 
setts  waa  **  a  wanton  trifling  with  the  Houae,  and  ui 
justifiable  torturing  of  the  feelinga  of  its  members;  an 
that  the  subsequent  explanations  of  the  gentleman  noil 
ing  extenuate  the  oflence."  Now,  air,  I  beg  to  be  ii 
formed,  if  a  wanton  trifling  with  the  Houae  and  tortu 
ing  the  feelings  of  its  members  is  not  a  disreapect  d 
serving  censure,  what  ia? 

The  honorable  member  from  Masaachttaelta  [Mr.  Li: 
colh]  baa  urged  with  much  zeal  and  force  that  the 
waa  no  offence  in  the  qtieation  which  was  aske 
that  there  can  be  no  violation  of  the  decorum  of  tl 
House  io  asking  a  queation— a  queation  which  may 
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inj  Bot  be  ftnsvered.  Is  this  true,  sir?  No  offence  in 
I  question!  Can  greater  offence  be  offered  than  by 
ttkiog  some  questions?  There  are  some  questions  not 
to  be  aaked$  and  this  is  one  of  them.  Is  it  no  disrespect 
to  ask  a  member  if  he  is  not  destitute  of  honor  or 
cralh'  None  whatever,  according  to  the  argument,  be- 
csase  the  question  may  be  answered  or  not. 

Slaves  have  no  right  to  petition.  They  are  property, 
not  persons;  they  have  no  political  rights;  and  even  their 
citil  rights  must  be  claimed  through  their  masters. 
IJaving-no  political  rights^  Congress  haa  no  power  in  re- 
gard to  ihem,  and  therefore  no  right  to  ^ecetye  their  pe- 
titions. They  are  property,  not  person?,  under  the 
constitution.  The  constitution  is  the  parsmbunt  rule  of 
the  House;  and  any  attempt,  however  made,  to  presebt 
pelitiona  from  them  is  a  violation  of  that  constitution, 
sad  a  flag^rant  disrespect  and  insult  to  a  portion  of  its 
members.  Does  any  man  dare  to  claim  that  the  House 
of  vbJoh  I  am  a  member  is  a  tribunal  to  which  appeals 
from  my  aUves  are  to  be  addressed,  and  in  which  their 
denuociationa  of  me  are  to  be  received?  This  is  a  ques- 
tion that  I  will  not  argue.  From  the  position  that  slaves 
have  a  right  to  petition,  to  that  wl>>ch  ahoul^  assert  their 
right  to  vote,  "the  step  is  short  and  natural."'  They 
cui  have  no  such  right,  unless  they  have  politicaf  rights. 
If  tbej  have,  to  refuse  them  an  agency  in  making  the 
laws  by  which  those  righta  are  guarded  is  to  violate  the 
great  Aindamental  principle  of  ^lur  Revolution.  If  they 
btve  the  right  to  petition,  the  principle  must  be  carried 
out  to  that  extent.  I  repeat,  sir,  I  will  not  argue  such 
s  question  for  any  other  purpose  than  to  show  ,the 
enormity  of  the  act  of  off*ei:ing.  such  a  pe|ition. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Lurcom} 
objects  that  the  cliarge  h  indefinite,  intangible.  How, 
mys be,  did  the  member  trifle  with  the  Housed  I  will  tell 
f  90,  sir.  After  presenting  various  abolition  petUtons,  the 
Biember  [llr.  Aoans]  stated  th^t  he  had  a  petition  from 
tventy'two  alavcs,  and  asked  if  It  came  within  the  reso- 
lotion  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Hi^wksf] 
thus  givin|^  to  the  House  an  adijitional  reason  to  believe 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  was  46r  (he  abolition  of 
slavery.  1  inquired  if  it  was  an  al>olition  petition,  and 
requested  lliat  it  might  be  read.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Maaaachusetts  declined  tb  answer.  My  friend 
from  Alabama  [Mr.  Lkwib]  inquired  of  the  Chair  whether 
the  petiHofi  did  pray  fbr  the  abolition  of  slavery.  He  wts 
informed  by  the  Chair  that  it  did.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber was  silent,  and  permitted  the  ttiisapprehension  of 
the  Cbain,  into  which  he  bad  led  both  yod,  sir,  and  the 
vbole  Hooae,  to  remain  uncorrected, ^wb^en  he  alone  had 
H  in  his  power  to  aet  the  House  right.  One  word  from 
him  woukl  have  sufficed.  He  refused  to  give  that  one 
vord.  He  allowed  more  than  one  resolution  to  be  sub- 
mitted and  speeches  to  be  made  on  that  supposition; 
sad  not  until  he  supposed  the  House  sufficiently  embar- 
nssed  and  entrapped  did  he  condescend  to  state  what 
vas  the  nature  of  the  petition. '  Is  not  this  trifling  with 
the  Housed  Let  every  member  honestly  answer  the 
qne^toQ.  But,  sir,  I  take  broader  ground.  To  present 
say  petition,  for  any  object,  (and  it  is  perfectly  indiffer- 
ent what  that  object  is,)  from  slaves,  is  without  suthori- 
tjr  or  right,  and  an  unjustifiable  and  insolent  trifling  with 
the  House. 

The  honorable  member  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Gaivas] 
btt  replied  to  an  argument  which  no  one  has  used.  I 
certainly  have  not.  He  aeenna  to  suppose  that  the  act  of 
^  honorable  member  from  Massachusetts  is  regarded 
u  offensive,  because  it  is  calculated  to  bring  into  con- 
tempt the  reaolations  of  his  honorable  colleague,  [Mr. 
SUwu.]  1  have  not  heard  any  such  ground  assumed. 
1  shall  certainly  be  one  of  the  last  to  break  a. lance  in 
^fence  of  those  resolutions.  The  same  honorable  mem- 
l>er  baa  alao  argued  that  it  could  be  no  disrespect,  as  the 
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member  from  Massachusetts  disclaims  any  such  inten- 
tion. Does  not  every  one  see  this  would  excuse  any 
the  greatest  violation  of  decorum?  A  member  may  ask 
another  if  he  is  not  guilty  of  falsehood,  and  is  not  a 
knave,  and  in  his  defence  say  he  meant  no  offence:  ia 
he  to  pass  without  censure? 

The  honorable  member  is  a  slaveholder,  and  repre* 
sents  slave  holder*,  and  on  that  account  I  must  say  that  I 
have  heard  no  speech  on  this  floor  which  has  grated  §o 
'  harshly  on  my  ear.  I  regretted  it,  deeply  regretted  i», 
as  coming  from  a  slaveholder.  It  concedes,  in  my  judg- 
ment, the  most  vital  principles  for  which  the  abolitionists 
contend.  Look  at  their  petitions.  They  say  that  slave- 
>y  is  au  evil,  a  national  sin,  and  a  disgrace.  Will  these 
be  cured  by  abolition  in  this  miserable  ten  mifes  square' 
Does  any  man  believe  that  their  purposes  are  cqnfined 
tathat?  You  might  as  well  tejl  me  thutyou  would  set  fire 
to  ten  feet  square  in  a  dry  prairie,  and  that  you  designed 
and  expected  that  it  would  extend  no  further.  No, 
sic;  these  men,  fanatics  as  they  are,  understand  their 
game.  They  know  that  thia  is  our  weakest  point — ^that 
upon  which  their  strongest  show  of  plausible  argument 
can  be  made;  and,  like  a  skilful  commander,  they  first 
assail  the  weakest  point  of  the  enemy,  as  diaeascs  settle 
upon  the  weakest  part  of  the  system;  and  a  more  pesti- 
lent diaeaae  than  thia  does  not  exist.  It  is  a  foul  and 
blasting  malaria,  which  is  prostrating  the  justice,  virtue, 
and  independence,  of  a  portion  of  the  country.  Is  there 
not  at  least  one  member  on  this  floor,  who  last  session 
was  opposed  to  these  wretches,  but  who,  at  the  last 
election,  was  obliged  to  give  in  his  adhesion  or  give  up 
bis  seat  here — a  painful  alternative  to  any  but  a  patriot*^ 
to  a  patriot  a  proud  occasion  4)f  sacrificing  the  poor 
honor  of  a  seat  in  this  body  to  his  sense  of  justice  and 
right — to  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  Union. 

They  regard  abolition  in  the  District  as  a  first  but  de- 
cisive step  to  abolition  in  the  States.  So  do  I.  So  does 
the  whole  slaveKolding  country.  The  gentleman  con- 
qedes  them  the  power  here,  and  we  are  only  tenants  at 
suffersnce,  at  will— and  at  the  will  of  those  who  we 
know  will  strike  the  blow  whenever  they  dare  do  it. 
They  are  adders  fanged  and  coiled,  and  only  do  not 
strike  because  they  dare  not.  Is  this  the  aid  which 
,  slavelyolders  in  this  body  give  to  each  other?  **  Call  ye 
this  backing  your  friends?  A  plague  of  such  backing, 
•  say  h" , 

I  think,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  may  say  that  I  am  not  respon- 
sible fot  the  erratic  and  diacuraive  course  of  this  debate. 
1  have  eride(ivored  to  confine  my aelf  to  the  subject  be- 
fore the^  Houae,  and  I  now  reluctantly  advert  to  some 
topics  not  strictly  pertinent,  but  which  have  not  been 
first  involved  by  me.  The  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  Lutcoln]  has  complained  of  severe  denuncia- 
tions of  his  State.  Not  by  me,  sir.  I  am  guiltless  on 
this,  as  on  all  former  occasions.  I  would  not  wantonly 
assail  the  character  of  any  State,  and  especially  of  that 
ancient^  enlightened,  and  renowned  Commonwealth. 
But  when  these  vile  assassins  sre  exciting  our  slaves  to 
revolt — to  murder — infanticide;  when  their  poisoned 
shafta  arerdaity  aimed  at  our  lives,  and,  what  is  of  infi- 
nitely more  value,  at  our  characters,  when  I  strike  back, 
and  gentlemen  choose  to  interpose  their  State  to  receiva 
the  blowa  aimed  at  them,  they  must  take  the  consequen- 
ces. I  shall  bate  no  jot  Qf  the  force  of  my  blows  on  that 
account. 

The  gentleman  has  giveii  us  another  eulogy  upon 
these  amiable  fiends — these  most  respectable  assassins. 
Now,  sir,  allow  me  to  say  that  I  have  read  a  work  on  the 
subject  of  slavery,  written  by  a  man  than  whom  none  is 
more  honored  at  the  North,  and  one  whom  the  South, 
too,  once  delighted  to  honor,  and  who,  I  doubt  not,  is 
the  best  of  the  infsmous  brotherhood;  and  I  venture  to 
ssy  that  no  book  of  the  same  number  of  pages,  in  any 
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Unguage,  contAins  libels  more  foul  and  false.  As  a  ctasa, 
they  are  fools  or  knaves,  and  there  is  no  escape  from 
the  alternative.  If  they  do  not  know  how  worse  than 
Tain  are  their  efforts,  and  that  they  only  tend  to  make 
worse  the  condition  of  those  whose  friends  they  prrofess 
to  be,  they  are  entitled  to  the  former — if,  knowing  it, 
they  persist  in  their  vile  purposes,  with  no  hope  of  good, 
but  at  the  risk  of  tearing  down  the  proudest  temple 
which  human  wisdom  has  reared  to  human  liberty,  none 
will  deny  their  right  to  the  latter  appellation. 

The  gtfntleman  from  Massachusetts,  as  if  entirely  un- 
conscious of  the  oflfensiveness  of  such  topics,  speaks  of 
the  right  of  the  people  of  the  North  to  sympathize  with 
human  suffering — with  the  oppressed— with  those  im- 
properly h«ld  in  bondage.  Now,  sir,  what  does  all  this 
mean,  when  translated?  It  means  this:  that  we  of  the 
South  are  oppressors;  holding  men  in  bondage  so  cruel 
and  unlawful  as  to  enlist  the  sympathies  of  the  generous, 
the  warm-hearted  penple  of  the  North — sympathies  of 
which  we  must  be  destitute,  or  we  would  cease  from 
such  wickedneis.  Now,  sir,  gentlemen  must  expect 
these  charges  to  be  repelled.  Rosseau,  I  believe  it  was, 
regretted  that  he  had  not  been  born  a  Roman.  I  am 
thankful  and  proud  that  I  was  born  an  American,  a 
slaveholder,  and  a  South  Carolinian.  I  regard  African 
slavery,  in  all  it  bearings,  as  a  blessing — as  a  blessing  to 
the  slave  himself;  and  I  challenge  a  denial  of  the  propo- 
sition, that  nowhere  on  the  earth,  in  his  native  land  or 
any  other,  is  the  African  so  elevated  in  the  scale  of 
beings  or  in  the  enjoyment  of  as  much  comfort— so  vir- 
tuous, enlightened,  or  happy — as  those  who  are  slaves 
in  this  country.  I  am  satisfied  that  In  no  Country  whefe 
domestic  slavery  does  not  exist  has  the  character  of  man 
ever  been,  or  ever  will  be,  found  in  its  highest  develop- 
ment. I  believe  it  essential  to  the  maintenance  of  liber- 
ty. Where,  let  me  ask,  when  the  liberties  and  honor  of 
this  country  have'  been  assailed '  by  enemies,  foreign  or 
domestic,  have  they  flown  for  refuge?  I  feel  that  I  am 
treading  on  delicate  ground.  It  may  be  invidious  in 
these  times,  when  the  whole  North  is  so  clamorous 
ftbout  the  freedom  of  speech  and  the  press,  to  remind 
gentlemen  of  the  sedition  law;*  and  when  they  seem  to 

*NoU  by  Mr,  T. — Freedom  of  opinion  and  of  speech', 
and  sympathies  with  the  Indian  and  African,  are  the 
three  great  topics  of  New  Englaod  cant  of  the  present 
day.  How  long  has  it  been  thus,  vide  the  following  ex- 
tracts from  Nears  History  of  New  England;  to  say  noth- 
ing of  that  glorious  act  for  securing  the  freedom  of  o'pin- 
ion  and  the  press,  the  sedition  law,  which  had  the  united' 
support  of  New  England. 

The  New  Englanders  petition  their  magistrates  to  lake 
speedy  measures  against  the  Anabaptists. — Neal's  Histo- 
ry of  New  England,  vol.  1,  279. 

Three  were  punished  shortly  after  for  religious  opin- 
ions, viz:  John  Clarks,  fined  £30  or  to  be  whipped; 
John  Crandall,  £S  or  whipped;  Obadiah  Holmes^ 
£30 Vol.  1,  280-1. 

Holmes  received  thirty  lashes  at  the  whtpping-post. — 
Vol.  1,  283. 

And  John  Stone  and  John  Hazwell  were  each  fined  AOs, 
or  to  be  whipped,  for  shaking  hands  with  him,and  prais- 
ing God  for  his  courage  and  constancy. — Vol.  1,  283. 

The  Government  of  New  England  proceeded  against 
the  Quakers  as  it  had  done  against  the  Anabaptists,  by 
fines,  imprisonment,  and  whipping;  and,  these  proving 
ineffectual,  they  put  three  or  four  to  death — Vol.  1,  291. 

They  imprison  and  banish  Mary  Fisher  and  Ann  Aus- 
tin, for  being  Quakers.^Vol.  1,  292-3. 

Laws  against  Quakers.— Vol.  1,  293-4. 

Nicholas  Upshall,  aged  sixty  years,  was  fined  £30  and 
banished,  for  speaking  against  that  law. 

Mary  Clarke  whipped  twenty  stripes  for  being  a  Qua« 


have  taken  American  honor  exclusively  under  their 
keeping;  to  remind  them  of  the  part  which  their  Stales 
bore  in  the  late  war — that  second  struggle  for  independ- 
ence—for we  should  have  ceased  to  have  hsd  the  molt 
essential  attributes  of  a  nation  if  we  had  not  wa(frd  that 
war.  Northern  commerce  was  assailed,  and  Northern 
seamen  impressed.  The  North  coufited  the  cost,  and 
was  opposed  to  war.  The  national  honor  was  ssisiled, 
and  the  rest  of  the  nation  counted  not  the  cOst,  but 
rushed  into  the  conflict,  and  came  out  of  it  triumph- 
antly, with  the^  North  all  the  while  banging  upon  their 
skirts.  J  know,  sir,  that  there  were  illustrious  excfp* 
tibns.  I  jpeak  not  of  individuals,  but  of  the  conduct  of 
States. 

When  thd  gentleman  [Mr.  LiircoLv]  speaks  of  the 
sympathies  of  the  North  for  human  suffering,  for  the 
oppressed  and  those  held  in  unlawful  bondage,  f  cannot 
forbear  to  congratulate  him  upon  the  -return  of  those 
feelings— for,  if  "aught  that's  true  in  history  be,*' it  wm 
not  always  so.-  There  would  seem  to  hhve  been  s  time 
when  these  honorable  feelings  had  fled  from  their  land. 
And  even  now  it  seems  to  be  a  moat  modified  benevo- 
lencej  a  most  restricted  philsntbropy,  which  demands, 
as  indispensable,  that  their  objects^  should  bave  a  red  or 
a  black  skin;  for  their  own  color  and  race,  ibeir  hearts 
are  as  cold  as  they  ever  were.     Ho<r,  Mr.  Speaker,  if 
it  should  turn  out  that  slavery  has  been  brought  upon 
the  couptry  by  this  most  tender-hearted  people?   How, 
if  I  shall  show  that  the  blackest  and  the  bloodiest  pages 
in  the  history  of  this  country,  or  of  man, 'are  to  be  fourd 
in  the  treatment  of  the  aborigines  by  New  England? 
That,  as  long  as  the  slave,  trade  was  profitable  and  tol- 
erated, it  had  no  horrors  in  their  sight?    That  they  had 
no  sympathies  wit|i  the  poor  Indiafia  until  they  had  lit- 
erally  exterminated  all  the  tribes  by  whom  their  fathers, 
flying  from  another  land,  were  kindly  and  hospitably 
received^ece.yet  the  untutored  savage  had  learned  the 
arts,  the  frauds,  the  rapacity,  of  the  white  man,  which 
they  first  taught  him?    Now,  when  they  are  no  longer 
incommoded  by  thevicinity  of  the  skvage,  their  sympa- 
thies are  not  with  Iheir  brethren,  circumstanced  as  their 
fathers  were...  Their  phHanthropy  ahd  their  selfish  in- 
terests are  -never  opposed,  however  there  may  be  such 
opposition  to  tbe  interests  of  others.     I  like  not  your 
courtezan  turned  prude,  after  ability  to  be  vicious  hss 
ceased,  and  trust  her  nothin|f  the  more  that  she  claims 
to  be  of  the  "  unco* guidt  the  rigidly  righteous,*'  and  » 
seen  at  church  meetings  and  christenings,  sanctified  and 
demure  to  a  proverb. 

Are  gentlemen  tgnoriint  that  mainly  on  New  England 
rests  the  responsibility  of  the  great  importation  of  slaves 
to  this  country?  that  the  Colonial  Legislature  of  Virginia 
passed  twenty-two  acts  against  it?  and  that  it  was  through 
the  power  and  influence  of  the  New  England  colonies 
that  tbe  trade  was  not  stopped^  It  was  a  business  in 
which  they  could  turn  a  penny,  and  their  humanity 

ker  and  coming  into  New  England,  1657. — Vol.  1, 295. 
Ch.  Holder  and  John  Copeland  each  received  thirty 
kshesand  nine  weeks  imprisonment  for  the  same. — 295. 

Leave  passed  tb  cut  ofl*  the  ears  of  Quaker  men,  and 
whip  the  women,  and  for  boring  their  tongues  with  but 
irons. — 296<-7.. 

Holder,  Copeland,  and  Roane,  lost  their  ears.—297. 

Several  others  whipped  and  imprisoned. — Vol.  1,  301< 

Law  to  ship  them  to  Barbaand  Virginia,  and  sell  then 
as  ^aves. — 304. 

Families  ruined  by  fines. — 305. 

Lhw  to  put  them  to  death. — 306-7. 

Mtfrmsduke  Stevenson  and  William  Robinson  hang 
ed.— 309. 

Mary  Dyer  also  hanged. — 309. 

Others  banished.— 313-13-14. 
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ilept  Wbeo  gentlemeii  are  daily  regaling  the  Houie 
vith  their  pathetic  jeremiads  on  the  horror  and  atrocity 
of  iiavery»  are  they  not  diaturbing  the  bonet  of  their 
Others?  Are  they  not  guihy  of  that  worst  of  parricides 
the  murder  of  a  father's  fame?  I  should  tbifik  that,  if 
they  believed  in  spirits*  as  they  once  did,  they  would 
exped  the  ghosts  of  their  fatbecs  to  rise  up  and  accuse 
them.  Ijn  oor  own.  times,  let  me  ask,  bow  long  has  it 
been  since  the  jieople  of  a  State,  now  the  headquarters  of 
the  abofaioniats^  by  way  of  showing  their  abhorrence  of 
slavery  and  the  aJave  trade,  plaoed  the  sovereignty  of 
that  State  in  another  branch  of  Congress  in  the  hands  of 
a  conricted,  a  notorioaa,  (notorious  in  all  the  meanings 
of  the  word,)  slave  dealer  and  kidnappei^? 

Well,  air,  as  %q  the  other  point  on  which  these  phihm- 
tbropiflta  Are  OMst  sensitive— the  treatment  pf  the  poor 
lodiana{  for  their  hearts  seem  to  have  two  subdiviaions^* 
one  for  negroes,  the  other  for  Indians.  Speak  of  the 
poor  Africaa,  they  are  in  paroxyanM  of  charity i  of  the 
poor  lodiao,  and  their  philanthropy  ia  almost  spasmodici 
a  moat  rare  benevoleDce,  which  oaea  as  its  nneans  mur«- 
der  and  r»pinei  a  charity  which  doea  its  alms  with  nMNiey 
rifled  from  the  pockets  of  others.  What  think  you,  sir, 
of  Indian  ehiefih--ayi  and  women,  too--taken  priaoners  in 
war,  and  ahot  or  aold  aa  slavea  in  the  West  Indies? 
What  tbiok  you  of  wara  of  which  the  historian  thus 
speaka,  with tru^  Spartan  brevity:  "The  whole  tribe 
was  exterminated?^'  The  Narragansetts,  Mohegans^  Pe- 
q«ioda»  Wampanoa^a— >where  are  tbey?  Exterminated! 
Ii  is  fitting — there  w  a  beautiful  propriety  in  the  aons  of 
those  who  exterminated  them  aetting  ap  for  philantbro* 
pisu!  aa  ihe-exclusive  friends  of  the  Indians!  What 
think  yoM«  air,  of  a  civilized  and  most  religious  soldiery, 
aaade  up.  of  men  who  had  left  their  native  land  to  in- 
doJge  bere^  without  reairaint,  a  religion  of  peace,  love, 
and  cliarity,  firing  into  the  wigwams  of  squaws  and  chiU 
d«en— enriching  their  ateril  soil  with  the  blood  of  wo- 
men and  cbildren?  What,  air,  of  rewards  being  offered 
by  law  for  Indian  scalpa,  indifferent  (of  course,  for  it 
could  not  be  known)  whether  torn  from  the  heada  of 
warriora  or  women,  or  decrepit  age  or  aleeping  Infancy? 
We  off  tlie  South,  who  boast  notwf  our  humanity,  have 
never  gone  further  than  to  offer  rewards  for  the  scalpa  of 
wdlvea-^oever  for  human  scalps.  The  heart  atckena^ 
and  buman  nature  ahudders  at  the  picture.  And  from 
what  iMslory,  I  am  asked,  are  these  elegant  extracts? 
FroiD  the  history  of  the  immediate  descendants  of  the 
Pilgrimss  and  what  may  be  deemed  even  a  higher  honor 
than  that  they  were  thus  deaoended,  the  ancestora  of 
oar  present  phiUothropists-HM  Cornelia  boasted  esore 
of  being  ibe  mother  of  the  Gracchi  than  the  daughter  of 
Seipio.  It  b  no  excuse  to  say  that  these  colonies  were 
then  aobject  to  Great  Britain.  The  form  of  their  gov- 
enMoent  any  have  been-  ia  some  particulary  different, 
but  ttieae  were  the  acts  of  the  colonists  themselves.* 


*  Extracts  from  Hutcbinson's  Hisfoiy  of  Ifasmcbu- 
8  tta.— Account  of  the  t'equod  war. 

'*  The  Indians  aoon  climbed  to  the  top  of  the  palisadea 
to  avoid  the  fire,  and  so  exposed  tjiemsclves  lo  the  Eng- 
lish bolietai  others  forced  their  way  out  of  the  fort,  ami 
if  any  of  tbem  broke  through  the.Eogliah,  the  allied  In- 
diana were  in  a  ring  at  some  distance,  ao  thit  few,  if 
aay,  cacaped.  There  were  60  or  70  wigwams,  and  it 
wta  ifnagined  four  or  &^^  hundred  Pequods,  men,  wo- 
men, aad  chiUren.  Few,  if  any,  eacaped." — ^Yol.  1, 
p«ge78. 

"  The  Indiana  in  alliance  with  the  Engliah  (i.  e.  ool- 
oaiala}  had  taken  ten  males  and  eight  femalea{  four  of 
the  males  were  disposed  of,  one  to  each  of  our  aa- 
dieias,  the  rent  put  to  the  sword.  Four  of  the  females 
were  lelk  at  the  fortt  the  oiher  four  carried  to  Connec- 
tftcut,  where  the  Indiana  challenged  them  aa  their  prise; 


I  repeat,  air,  that  I  congratulate  the  gentleman  on  the 
return  of  theae  humane  feelings.  I  would,  in  all  defer- 
ence, recommend  his  people  to  beware  lest  the  reaction 
msy  lead,  as  reactions  are  apt  to  do,  to  extremes.  Thia 
apirit  of  philanthropy  these  good  people  may  be  unac- 
customed to.  Let  tbem  not  drink  of  it  too  deeply  at 
first  I  take  no  special  pleasure  in  theae  topics^  but  I 
am  tired,  air,  of  defending,  and  I  know  of  no  better  way 
of  defending  than  to  attack. 

I  commend  the  chalice  to  the  Ii  pa  of  gentlemen  them- 
selves, and  desire  that  they  ahould  realise,  by  actual 
experience,  how  pleasant  it  ia.  If  there  is  any  thing 
which  is  calculated  to  wound  gentlemen,  it  is  the  truth 
of  history  which  offends,  and  not  I  who  have  referred 
to  it. 

[Mr.  AsAva  in<fttired  whether  JAt*  Taexraon  still  ad- 
hered to  the  opinions  heretofore  expressed  by  him, 
which  follow: 

**  Doea  the  gentleman,  even  in  the  latitude  which  he 
givea  to  the  right  of  petition,  think  that  it  indudea 
alavca?  If  he  doea  not,  he  has  wilfully  violated  the  rulea 
of  the  House  and  the  feelings  of  its  members.  Does 
that  gentleman  know  that  there  are  tewa  in  all  the  aUve 
States,  and  here,  for  the  punishment  of  those  who  excite 
insurrection?  I  can  tell  him  that  there  are  such  things 
aa  grand  Juries i  and  if,  air,  the  juriea  of  thia  District 
have,  as  I  doubt  not  they  have,  proper  intelligence  and 
spirit,  he  msy  yet  be  made  amenable  to  another  tribu- 
nal, and  we  may  yet  see  an  incendiary  brought  to  con- 
dign puniahment."] 

Mr.  T.  replied,  as  to  the  first:  When  those  remarki 
were  made,  I  did  not  believe  that  there  could  be  any 
man  who  entertained  the  opinion  that  alavea  have  the 
right  of  petitioning.  The  gentleman  baa  since  avowed 
that  most  extraordinary  opinion.  He  had  not,  however, 
done  so  before  my  remarks  were  made.  An  opinion  so 
extraordinary,  that  I  could  not  have  supposed  he  enter-, 
tatned  it  on  any  other  authority  than  hb  own  decora- 
tion. Aa  to  the  second,  I  have  only  to  say,  that  when  I 
spoke  of  the  liability  of  the  gentleman  to  a  criminal  proi- 

they  were  sacrificed  to  end  the  dispote.^79.  Many  of 
the  captivea  were  aent  to  Bermudas  and  kold  for  alavea. 
The  Pequod  tribe  waa  wholly  extinguiahed/'— 80. 
.  All  these  atroeitiea  were  perpetrated  in  the  name  of 
God,  and  to  do  him  aerviee.  Hear  E.  Q. :  ••  That  It  wu 
evident  that  God  had  choaen  New  Engknd  to  plant  hia 
people  in,  and  that  it  would  be  displeasing  unto  him 
that  hia  work  ahould  be  hindered."  In  the  account  of 
the  war  with  the  Narraganaetta  thia  ia  found:  **  They  be- 
gan to  fire  the  wigwams— in  many  of  them  the  Indian 
women  and  children  perished.  "-—^QS. 

The  termination  of  Phifip'a  war — *«  A  great  many  of 
the  chieft  were  executed  at  Beaton  and  Plymouth,  and 
moat  of  the  reat  were  aold  and  shipped  off*  for  ahives  to 
Beraiudaa  and  other  parta." — 307. 

'•  The  hand  of  the  great  Philip,  a  hero  and  patriot,  waa 
cut  off^i  and"  saya  the  historian  <'  produced  a  handsome 
penny,  many  having  a  curiosity  to  see  it."    **  Tbe  ru 
ling  pasaion  strong  in  war  as  in  death." 

**  The  Government  increased  the  premium  for  Tndisn 
scalpa  and  captivea  to  one  hundred  pounda.  This  en- 
couraged John  Lovewell  to  raise  a  company  of  volunteera 
to  go  out  upon  an  Indisn  hunting.  January  5tb,  he 
brought  to  Boaton  a  captive  and  a  scalp.  Going  out  a 
second  time,  he  discovered  ten  Indiana  around  a  fire,  all 
aaleep;  he  ordeiwd  part  of  hia  company  to  fire,  who 
killed  threei  the  other  seven,  aa  they  were  riaing  up, 
were  aent  to  reat  again  by  the  other  part  of  the  com- 
pany.   Tbe  ten  scalpa  were  brought  to  Boston.' 

<•  Being  whipped  by  tbe  Indiana  in  one  of  theae  Indi- 
an hunta,"  the  hbtorian  says,  ••this  minfortune  dis- 
couraged Indian  buntinga." 
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ecQtion,  I  ondentood  (and  it  was  the  fault  of  the  gentle- 
man himaelf  that  I  ao  understood  it)  that  it  was  an  abo> 
lition  petition.     Ai  it  was  not,  the  remarks  have  no  ap- 
plication to  him.     If  it  hftd  been,  the  expressions  used 
byjme  were  fust  and  well  deservedi  and  I  repeat  the 
opinion,  aa  broadly  as  it  is  there  expressed,  that  the  pre- 
sentation of  a  petition  for  abolition  may  furnish  sufficient 
evidence  of  correspondence  and  conspiracy  with  slaves, 
to  incur  the  penalties  of  the  laws  against  those  who  ex- 
cite insurrection;  not  for  the  act  done  in  the  House, 
but  for  the  evidence  which  the  act  in  the  House  furnish-' 
es  of  a  crime  committed  out  of  the  House— a  erime  per- 
fected before  the  member  takes  hia  seat.     I  find  a  man 
in  my  kitchen  urging  my  slaves  to  sign  a  petition  de- 
nouncing me  as  an  oppressor  and  tyrant,  and  asserting 
that  slavery  ia  a  violation  of  the  rights  of  man  and  the 
laws  of  his  Creator.    What  stronger  incentive  to  insur- 
rection?    Would  the  fact  of  his  being  a  member  of  Con- 
gress give  him  impunity?    Suppose  he  acknowleges  on 
the  floor  that  he  had  done  this  with  the  purpose  of  exciting 
insurrection,  or.  suppose  he  does  some  equivalent  act, 
or  uses  words  which  equally  establish  it— may  it  not  be 
used  as  evidence?    Suppose  a  member  voluntarily  to 
acknowlege  on  the  floor  that  he  had  killed  a  man^— may 
this  not  be  given  in  evidence?    Suppose  a  member  to 
denounce  another  in  debate  as  a  traitor,  and  to  say  that 
he  will  give  five  hundred  dollars  to  any  one  who  will  as- 
sassinate him— 'the  member  thus  denounced  is  assassinated 
by  a  bravo  in  the  rotundo,  who  demands  the  reward— is 
this  act  to  pass  with  impunity  because  the  guilt  of  accessary 
consisted  in  words  spoken  in  debate,  though  not  the  less 
clearly  the  guilt  of  an  accessary?     What  is  the  object  of 
the  provision  of  the  constitution  ?    The  great  privilege 
of  the  freedom  of  debate?    Surely  not  impunity  for 
crimes.     Surely  nothing  could  be  more  revolting  than 
to  contend  that  the  criminal  lawa  of  the  land  may  be  vio« 
lated,  if  done  by  a  member  of  Congress  in  bis  seat.  And 
the  denial  of  my  position  leada  to  that. .  The  gentleman 
puts  the  esse  of  a  member  being  brought  before  a  grand 
jury  for  denouncing  the  President.     Would  the  gentle- 
man say  that  would  be  a  violation  of  any  criminal  law  of 
the  land?    Unlesa  he  can,  the  case  is  not  parallel,  and 
the  gentleman  knows  it.   If,  however,  it  can  answer  him 
any  purpose,  he  is  perfectly  at  liberty  to  pervert  my  ar- 
gument. 

I  shall  continue,  as  I  have  done,  to  denounce  the  many 
flagrant  and  atrocious  usurpstions  of  this  Government^ 
witholit  fear  of  criminal  prosecution  $  and  I  venture  to 
say  that  if  the  honorable  member  from  Massachusetts  re-^ 
gsrds  the  cases  ss  psrallel,  no  other  human  being  does. 
But,  air,  what  scorn  would  he  not  deserve  and  receive 
who  should  attempt  to  screen  himself  behind  his  priv- 
ileges from  the  penaltiea  of  the  criminal  l«Ws  of  the 
land— to  Interpose  the  privilege  of  a  member  of  Con* 
gress  between  a  felon  and  the  gibbet — a  piiviJege  in- 
tended to  secure  perfect  freedom  of  thought  and  of 
apeech,  claimed  as«n  immunity  for  crimes?  The  moral 
guilt  would  be  the  same,  and  the  same,  I  trust,  would 
also  be  the  Infiumy  of  the  act  snd  the  penalties, of  the 
law." 

Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky,  said:  The  resolution 
proposes  to  censure  the  member  from  Massachusetts  for 
his  conduct  in  this  House  in  reference  to  a  petition  pur- 
porting to  be  from  slaves.  It  is  therefore,  in  the  first 
place,  necessary  to  inquire  what  his  conduct  has  been. 
I  will  state,  air,  my  underatanding  of  it.  The  part 
whicb  that  gentleman  haa  taken,  at  the  last  and  present 
session  of  Congress,  in  regard  to  the  abolition  of  alave- 
ry  in  the  Diatrict  of  Columbia,  is  well  known  to  hsve 
been  most  extrsordinary.  It  abould  be  noted  that,  at 
the  last  session,  the  gentleman,  in  a  speech  which  he 
made  and  published,  declared  hia  opinion  to  be,  that 
Congress  hsd  not  only  the  power  to  abolish  slavery  in 


this  District,  but  that  it  had  the  power,  under  the  con- 
stitution, to  abolish  slavery  in  the  Stales.  This  wu  the 
first,  and,  as  far  as  Mr.  C.  was  informed,  the  only  in- 
stance in  which  auch  a  power  had  been  claimed  for  Con- 
gress by  any  person, 'in  any  part  of  thia  Union.  The 
consequence  of  publishing  this  opinion,  and  clsim  of 
power,  from  a  person  so  distinguished,  had  been  to  in- 
crease to  an  alarming  extent  the  eflbrts  for  abolition. 
And  now,  sir,  we  find  it  followed  up  by  the  gentlemin, 
snd  attempted  to  be  acted  out,  by  receiving  a  petition 
fr<m)  slaves,  and,  as  a  member,  attempting  legiiUtire 
action  upon  it. 

In  regard  to  the  rtght  of  petition,  he  would  tsy  th>t, 
in  most  countries  it  wss  invaluable  to  4he  subject.  It 
was  the  only  mode  in  which  the  subject  could  reach  the 
throne.  But  how  is  it  in  this  country,  where  we  hire 
neither  a  throne  nor  a  subject?  Here,  sir,  the  power  ii 
in  the  hsiids  of  the  people.  Ours  is  a  representiti^e 
Government,  in  which  the  people  most  usually  exert 
their  power  at  the  ballot-box.  They  certainly- hate  the 
right  of  petition  in  its  most  enlarged  aense;  they  btve 
more:  they  have  the  right  of  * '  instruction."  This  right, 
however,  is  confined  to  the  free  white  population  of  the 
country,  In  eXclusVon  to  slaves.  It  bad  always  been  ao 
considered  Under  our  colonial  existence,  under  the  srtt* 
cles  of  confederation,  and  under  the  constitution,  from 
its  adoption  to  the  present  tinne.  The  history  of  the 
colonies  may.  be  examined,  and  no  caae  can  be  found 
where  the  right  of  petition, "for  any  purpose,  wsscUitncd 
for,  or  attempted  to  be  exercised  by,  slaves.  The  con- 
stitution of  the  United  Stalea  does  not  slter  the  rule 
which  had  prevailed  in  regard  to  the  right  of  petition; 
it  declarea  that  Congress  shall  pass  no  Isw  to  abridge  it; 
it  exists  under  the  constitution  as  it  existed  before,  and 
is  not  enlarged  by  that  instrument.  The  constitution  of 
the  United  States,  so  fsr  from  weakening  the  rigiitof 
the  owner  to  his  slaves,  does  expressly  acknowledge 
thst  right,  by  making  slavea,'to  a  certain  extent,  the 
basis  of  representation  snd  of  taxation. 

The  constitution  leaves  the  question  of  slaveiy  u  t 
mere  domestic  question  for^the  States.  Congress  hsi  no 
power  over  it,  none  whateveri  certainly  none,  so  fir  at 
the  States  mre  concerned;  snd,  in  my  judgment,  none,  so 
fsr  as  the  District  of  ColumbisJs  concerned.  Mycol- 
lesgue.[Mr.  Gnirxs]  and  myself  differ  in  regard  to  the 
power  of  Congress  to  abolish  shivery  in  this  District. 
He  has  very  truly  said  that  very  distinguished  indifiduab 
in  all  parti  of  the  United  States  concur  with  hin  in  ha 
views  upon  this  question.  I  am  not,  upon  this  or  tvj 
other  queation,^  to  be  influenced  by  distinguished  names. 
I  am  happy  to  know  that  I  do  not  atand  alone  in  niy 
views  upon  thia  subject  in  Kentucky}  so  far  from  iti  it  ^ 
s  fact  that  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  at  their  last  ses- 
sion, did,  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote,  declsre  that 
Congress  had  no  power  over  the  subject  In  the  District 
of  Columbia.  That  Legislature  did,  moreover,  inttract 
the  Senators- and  requeatthe  Representatives  from  that 
State  to  oppose  all  attempts  at  abolition  in  this  Diitrict. 
Others  may  do  as  they  pleew;  but  concurring,  as  I  do 
most  heartily,  in  the  ddctrinea  of  the  Kentucky  resolu- 
tions, I  shall  use  all  my  efforta  to  carry  them  into  efiect* 
Without  intending,  on  the  present  occssion,  to  discuH 
at  length  the  reasons  upon  which  I  deny  the  power  la 
Congress  to  abolish  slavery  in  4his  District,  I  will  h«g 
leave  to  remark  that  the  relation  of  repreaenlative  aii4 
constituent  does  not  exist  between  the  people  of  tbi 
District  and  Congreas;  we  are  not  their  representaiirej 
and  the  rule  which  applies  in  the  States,  that  what  tM 
people  do  through  their  representatives  they  ^^  ^ 
themselves,  does  not  spply  here.  I  acknowledge  tha^ 
the  grant  of  legislative  power  to  Congreu  over  the  P* 
trict  is  in  very  comprehensive  terms.  But,  still,  it  is  to  ** 
considered  that  the  power  in  this,  as  in  every  other  cass 


1641 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


1642 


Fh.  r,  1837.] 


Cenmre  of  Mr.  Adams, 


[H.  OF  R. 


froo  the  beginning  of  ttm^t  has  been  conrerred  for  the 
protection  «nd  not  for  the  destruction  of  the  rights  of 
property.  Amongst  the  most  vslusble  of  humsn  rights 
is  that  of  bdng  secure  in  property  {  and  it  is  m  perversion 
of  erery  principle,  which  in  all  countries  should  be  held 
ttcred,  to  use  s  power  designed  to  prof  eet  the  right  of 
property  for  its  destruction.  When  the  constitution 
vai  formed,  ttaverj  existed  in  this  District;  it  was  known 
to  the  eonveotiun,  and  acknowledged  rightfully  to  exist 
by  the  comiitution;  and  I  contend,  boldly,  that  to  use 
I  power  intended  to  protect,  so  as  to  destroy  the  thing 
designed  to  be  protected,  is  a  violation  of  principles 
lancrioned  by  all  ages,  and  of  more  force  thanlbexonsti- 
(Q<ion  itself. 

Bot  it  is  contended  by  my  colleague  [Mr.  Gbatss] 
thit  we  csnnot  censure  the  member  from  Massachusetts 
vitbout  violating  that  provision  of  the  constitution  which 
leeoret  the  freedom  of  debate  in  this  House.  Sir,  I  do~ 
not  tbink  so.  The  freedom  af  debate  is  secured  to  the 
members  of  this  House  in  the  same  manner  that  the  free- 
dom of  gpeech  is  secured  to  the  citizens  of  thia country: 
it  ill  right  which  may  be  abused  in  both  cases.  The 
tribunals  for  punishing  an  abuse  of  this  right  are  difler- 
ent-tbe  House  may  punish  a  member,  the  courts  may 
fioe  a  citizen.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  C.,)  I  am  as  much  in  fa- 
mof  preserving  the  fiberty  of  speech  to  the  citiien, 
ud  the  freedom  of  debate  to  the  members  of  this  House, 
uinf  nan,  any  where;  but  still,  ms  a  judg^,  I  would  fine 
leitizen  for  bh^phemy  or  profane  cursing  and  swesring; 
lad  ai  a  representative  I  will  censure  a  member  for  either 
■dior  words  which  I  believe  are  talculated  to  lead  to  in- 
»i7ection  in  the  alave  States  of  this  Union.'  I  take  the 
fentlesisn's  act  of  receiwing  a  petition  from  slaves,  and 
oflieiany  ssking  a  question  of  the  Speaker,-  with  a  view 
to  legislative  action  upon  it,  coupled  with  his  speech,  as 
evidence  that  he  is  in  correspondence  with  the  slaves  of 
<bii  eottntry  to  an  extent  which  calls  for  the  rebtike  and 
««»ire  of  this  House.  I  shall,  therefore;  vdte  for  the 
rnolutioii;  but  I  ahall  do  so  more  in  pity  than  in  malice. 
^1  coune  towards  that  gentleman  will  relieve  me  from 
dte  itnpQtation  of  improper  motives.    * 

Mr.  GUSHING  said  that  the  House,  during  the  whole 
^  yeiterday  and  to-day,  had  been  the  scene  of  a  most 
excited  sod  «ery  discursive  debate,  branching  out  into  a 
peat  variety  of  incidental  topics,  nnany  of  which  were 
t»al  remotely  connected  with  the  main  question.  There 
^w,  in  truth,  only  one  thing  for  the  House  to  determine, 
pid  ibe  venerable  member  from  Massachusetts,  by  the 
"l^u/iy  be  propounded  to  the  Chsir,  violate  any  law  of 
Joe  (and,  or  any  known  parliamentary  rule,  so  as  to  rcn- 
d^  him  litbie  to  the  indignant  censure  of  the  House? 
1^  vas  the  real  point  in  issue,  on  the  precise  merits  of 
^  reiolotioh  moved  or  adopted  by  the  gentlemah  from 
«««h  Carolina,  [Mr.  TnoMPSoiif.] 
J  have  not  risen  (said  Mr.  C.)  to  analyze  or  discuss 
^B»t  retoIutioD.  There  is  no  need  of  it;  My  honorable 
c^lleagne  near  me  [Mr.  Ltmcolit]  has  ably  discharged 
|i>a  duty.  He  has  demonstrtited,  temperately  but  man- 
'^'Ti  the  antenableness  of  all  the  grounds  on  which  the 
'^'"^tion  had  been  made  to  rest.  The  sentiments  ex- 
P'cned  by  him  do  honor  alike  to  his  head  and  his  heart. 
!«'*'*  *"'  cordial  concurrence  in  every  word  he  has 
werpd  on  this  occasion. 

'^^i  after  this  declaration,  it  is  but  a  neeesssry  con- 
"^^eiice  to  flsy  that  to  no  resolution  «f  censure,  based 
*•  ^he  mstters  now  before  us,  to  no  rebuke^  express  or 
!|J|Pl«d,  to  no  action  of  the  House  that  shall  touch  that 
"l^idaal  (Mr.  Abaxs]  with  so  much  as  the  uttermost 
1^  of  the  shadow  of  indignity,  will  I  give  my  assent. 
^  in  the  present  contingency,  any  thing  had  transpired 
'*'^»elf  tending  to  justify  the  resolution  of  censure,  1 
!^M  not  fiiil  to  remember  that  he,  who  is  the  object  of 
'^^  btt  presided  orer  the  destinies  of  my  country;  that 


he  is  at  this  moment  a  representative,  in  common  with 
myself,  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts;  that,  eminent  aa 
he  is  by  reason  of  his  long  pubfic  services,  and  the  ex- 
alted.stations  he  has  held,  he  is  yet  more  eminent  for  his 
intellectual  auperiority;  that  his  character  no  longer  be- 
lonfTS  to  his  State  or  his  country,  but  to  the  history  of 
civilization  and  of  liberty;  and  I  would  have  members 
ponder  well  the  case,  before  they  proceed,  whether  to 
gratify  friends  or  appease  foes,  to  record  their  votes  in 
censure  of  such  a  man. 

If  the  debate  had  been  confined,  therefore,  to  the 
strict  merits  of  the  question,  there  would  be  no  occa- 
sion for  me  to  occupy  the  House  with  any  remarks 
on  the  subject.  I  should  have  seen  that  I  was  fore- 
stalled in  argument  by  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Liboolv,] 
and  by  the  other  gentlemen  who  have  spoken  on  the 
same  side.  But,  in  the  stormy  progress  of  this  ques- 
tion, a  multitude  of  strange  things  have  been  thrown  up 
to  the  troubled  surfsce  of  controversy,  and  made  to  as- 
sume the  form  of  ^menace,  defiance,  and  crimination,  to- 
wards the  peopleof  the  North.  Observations  have  just 
&Men  from  the  lips  of  one  gentleman,  especially,  re- 
flecting somewhat  gratuitously  on  the  character  of  New 
England,  and  in  such  ternns  that,  having  gained  posses- 
sion of  the  floor,  I  should  feel  that  I  was  a  recreant  cra- 
ven if  I  could  permit  any  personal  consideration  to  re- 
press the  feelings  which  these  things  have  aroused  in 
my  breast-^if  I  failed  to  encounter  them  with  the  prompt, 
honeat  indignation  they  deserve.  This  I  shall  proceed 
to  do,  resolutely,  as  the  truth  demands,  but  deliberately, 
coolly,  temperately,  as  becomes  the  sanctity  of  ihy  cause. 

Sir,  I  might  also  say,  with  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Liir- 
00 Lv,]  that  1  am  of  the  frigid  North.  But  let  not  gen- 
tlemen mistake  us,  nor  imagine  that,  because  we  choose 
to  reason,  we  cannot  feel.  I  beg  leave  to  assure  them 
that  we  of  the  North  could  pour  forth  declamation  as  lit- 
tle to  the  purpose  as  others  do,  if  it  comported  with  our 
notions  of  good  taste  or  of  good  sense.  If  we  are  less 
irritable  than  some  of  those  with  whom  we  are  associated 
here,  it  is  not  that  in  a  just  quarrel  we  are  less  profound- 
ly moved.  Bred  in  the  perpetual  inculcation  of  habits 
of  order  and  aelf-control,  we  are  accustomed  to  think 
thst,  in  questions  like  the  present,  involving  the  first 
principles  of  civil  liberty  and  the  dearest  rights  of  man- 
kind, passiona\fr  invective,  raah  menace,  and  random  ex - 
clanmtlonj  are  poor  substitutes  for  reason  and  argument. 
I  have  like  passions  with  other  men.  I  have  been 
keenly  sensible  to  the  wrongs  heaped  on  the  North  in 
the  course  of  this  debate.  I  have  marked  the  cries  of 
violence  with  which  this  ball  has  continually  rung.  I 
meAn  to  vindicate  unflinchingly  the  rights  of  my  con- 
stituents and  the  fame  of  my  forefathers.  But  I  am  de- 
termined, ilso,  as  I  have  already  said,  (o  pass  through 
thia  controversy,  msintaining  the  self-possession  neces- 
sary to  enable  me  to  argue  a  question  of  argument,  cool- 
ly, deliberately,  by  argument  and  not  by  passion;  neither 
transported  by  the  agitation  of  those  about  me,  nor  de- 
terred by  their  threats. 

Sir.  I  do  not  wonder  at  the  sensitiveness  which  mem- 
bers from  the  South  display,  in  reference  to  the  gene- 
ral question  of  domestic  slavery.  It  is,  indeed  a  great 
and  grave  question — a  question  momentous  in  its  conse- 
quences; and  he  who  shuts  his  eyes  to  the  fact,  who 
shuns  to  look  it  plainly  in  the  face,  who  shrinks  to  fore- 
see the  whirlwind  it  may  raise  about  him,  is  like  the 
stupid  ostrich,  thst  plunges  its  head  into  the  sand,  and 
conceives  it  is  then  hidden  from  the  chase  of  the  pursuer 
whom  it  ceases  to  behold.  And  the  vtty  gravity  of  the 
subject  should  admonish  us  to  consider  it  in  all  sober- 
ness and  thoughtfulness,  banishing  these  distempered 
heats,  and  putting  on  a  solemnity  of  mind  appropriate 
to  such  a  question — a  question  vital  to  the  existence  even 
of  this  Union. 
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CcMwe  of  Mr,  Adami, 


[P»i.  7,  1837 


This  Home  is  called  upon  to  punish  my  colleague, 
lor  the  alleged  ofTence  of  speaking  words  in  his  place, 
and  in  the  execution  of  his  duty,  which  give  color  to 
the  idea  that  slaves  possess  the  right  of  petition.  Waa 
it  an  offence?  And  if  so,  in  what  text  is  the  oifence  de- 
fined and  the  punishment  prescribed?  There  is  no 
such  text.  The  proposition  is,  to  censure  my  colleague 
at  the  mere  will  of  the  Houie,  its  arbitrary  will,  for  an 
act  which  offends  a  portion  of  iti  members,  by  railing 
the  implication  of  an  erroneous  ides.  Whither  is  this 
precedent  to  lead?  Ii  it  not  utterly  subversive  of  the 
freedom  of  debste?  A  member  is  not  to  utter  sn  opin- 
ion, or  by  words  of  inquiry  insinuate  an  opinion,  obnox- 
ious to  the  rest  of  (he  House !  I  must  exprew  my  sur- 
prise— 1  will  not  say  my  indignstion,  because  thst 
would  infer  reproach — that  gentlemen,  who  continually 
themselves  exercise  the  privilege  of  debate  in  its  widest 
latitude--who  stretch  it  to  the  farthest  verge — who  do 
this  in  the  utterance  of  opinioni  offensive  to  a  majority 
of  the  Houie — my  profound  astonishment  that  such 
gentlemen  should  urge  the  srbitrary  punishment  of  my 
colleague  for  a  pretended  abuse  of  the  right  of  debate. 
Or  do  members  from  the  South  conceive  they  are  to 
have  the  privilege  of  speech  exclusively  to  themselves? 
If  so,  it  is  time  they  should  awake  from  their  self-delu- 
sion. 

Relying,  however,  very  little  on  the  merits  of  the 
question,  gentlemen  seek  to  justify  their  purpose  by 
other  considerations.  To  begin,  they  denounce,  in  no 
measured  terms,  the  distinguishing  opinions  of  Massa- 
chusetts on  the  subject  of  this  great  question  of  public 
liberty,  incidental  to  the  resolution  before  us.  They 
err  most  egregiously,  if  they  believe  that  such  opinions 
are  exclusively  peculiar  to  Massachusetts  or  to  New 
England.  Those  opinions  prevail  quite  as  extensively 
in  the  great  States  of  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and 
Ohio,  for  example,  as  they  do  in  New  England.  They 
are,  indeed,  opinions  of  elemental  right,  lying  at  the 
very  bottom  of  all  the  political  institutions  of  the  coun- 
try. It  may  be  that  such  opinions  are  more  strongly 
held,  and  more  universally  understood,  in  New  Eng* 
land,  than  elsewhere  in  the  United  States.  I  may  not 
deny  it.  Deny  it'  I  glory  in  the  fact.  It  is  the  proof 
and  the  result  of  our  old  and  persevering  dedication  to 
liberty. 

Gentlemen  talk  to  us  of  these  our  great  fundamental 
rights—as  the  freedom  of  speech,  of  opinion,  of  peti- 
tion—as if  they  were  derived  from  the  constitution. of 
the  United  States.  I  scout  such  a  doctrine.  If  there 
were  a  drop  in  my  veins  that  did  not  rebel  sgainst  the 
sentiment,  it  would  be  bastard  blood.  Sir,  I  claim  to 
be  descended  from  the  king-killing  Roundheads  of  the 
reign  of  Charles  the  Firsti  through  a  race  of  men  not 
unremembered  in  peace  or  wari  never  backward  in  the 
struggles  of  liberty;  a  family,  upon  the  head  of  a  mem- 
ber of  which  the  first  price  of  blood  was  set  by  Great 
Britain,  in  revenge  of  his  early  devotion  to  the  cause  of 
independence.  I  venerste  their  character  and  their 
principles.  I  am  ready  to  do  as  they  did — to  abandon 
all  the  advantages  of  country,  home,  fortune,  station^ 
to  fly  to  some  western  wilder ness«-and  to  live  upon  a 
handful  of  parched  corn  and  a  cup  of  cold  water,  with 
God's  blessing  on  honest  independence-*40oner  than  I 
will  surrender  one  jot  or  tittle  of  those  great  principles 
of  liberty  which  I  have  sucked  In  with  my  mother's 
milk.  I  disdain  to  hold  these  rights  by  any  parchment 
title.  The  people  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts, the  people  of  every  State  of  this  Union,  came  into 
it  in  the  full  possession  and  fruition  of  all  these  rights. 
We  did  not  constitute  this  Government  as  the  means  of 
acquiring  new  rights,  but  for  the  protection  of  old  ones, 
which  nsture  hsd  conferred  upon  us{  which  the  consti- 
tution rightly  regards  as  pre-existing  rights^  and  as  to 


which  all  the  coostitutioD  does  is  to  provide  that  the« 
rights  neither  you,  nor  any  power  on  earth,  shall  sitcr 
abrogate,  or  abridge.  They  are  rights  of  Heaven'i 
own  giving.  We  hold  them  by  the  supreme  tenure  o 
revolution.  We  hold  them  by  the  dresd  arbitrament  o 
battle.  We  hold  them  by  the  concession  of  a  higbe 
and  broader  charter  than  all  the  constitutions  in  tb* 
land — the  free  donation  of  the  eternal  God,  when  h 
made  us  to  be  men.  These,  the  cardinal  principles  o 
human  freedom,  he  has  implanted  in  us,  and  pbcei 
them  before  and  behind  and  around  us^  for  oor  guar< 
and  guidance,  like  the  cloud  by  day  and  the  pilUro 
fire  by  night,  which  led  the  Israelites  through  Ihedet 
ert.  It  is  A  liberty,  native,  inborn,  original,  onderived 
imprescriptiblet  and  acknowledged  in  the  conatituttoi 
itself,  as  pre-eminently  before  and  above  the  conititu 
tion. 

Now,  in  tlieir  denunciations  of  the  Nortli,  it  is  tbcs 
the  very  primordial  rights  of  the  universal  people  of  tb 
United  States,  that  gentlemen  from  ij^e  Souib  amil 
They  strike  at  the  freedom  of  opinion,  of  the  prrsi,  an 
of  speech,  out  of  doors— sind  the  right  of  petition  an 
debate  in  this  House. 

It  seems  to  be  imputed  aa  a  crime,  to  a  portion  of  lb 
inhabitants  Qf  the  non-slavebulding  States,  that  they  ei 
tertain  sentiments  condemned  by  a  majority  of  tbisoi 
tion.  But  can  it  be  a  crime?  I  appeal  once  again  t 
that  portion  of  the  members  from  the  South  who  ir 
foremost  in  this  debate— I  mean  the  gentleman  froi 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  THoxrsov]  and  his  friends-wh 
on  oertain  subjects  differ  in  opinion  with  a  great  majov 
ty  of  their  countrymen}  and  I  ask  them  whether  tb^ 
stand  prepared  to  abide  by  and  austain  the  doctrtw 
that  opinions,  unacceptable  to  the  majority,  are  a  mon 
or  political  crime?  Will  they  apply  to  themseWes  tt 
rule  of  judgment  which  they  urge  so  vehemently  sgais 
the  people  of  the  Nortb?  Will  they  deliberately  ms 
tion  such  an  odious  doctrine?  I  know  they  canoo 
They  must  perceive  that  itia  impossible  by  any  act  < 
the  will  to  control  the  conclusions  of  the  mind.  It 
our  duty,  in  all  the  contingencies  of  life,  to  weigh  wc 
the  facta  and  th^  reasonings  upon  which  our  judgmen 
are  to  be  formed «  to  apply  to  every  question  a  coou 
entious  desire  to  arrive  at  the  truthi  to  spsre  no  meai 
to  inform  ourselves  rightly  as  to  the  mitten  which  tl 
mind  is  to  judge.  But  the  result  is  not  s  thing  vilb! 
the  scope  of  the  will.  And  it  is  monstrous,  tbereror 
to  bring  opinions  to  the  bar  of  legal  censure.  It  i< 
violation  of  the  interior  sanctuary  of  a  man's.ovn  loti 
It  is  the  very  acme  of  tyranny.  The  arbitrary  poverl 
condemn  and  punish  opinion  is  that  which  gave  birth ' 
the  protestant  reformation,  and  which  has  renden 
the  inquisition  a  by-word  of  odium  and  reproach. 
ia  that  self-same  thing  from  which  our  fathers  fied-^1 
Puritans^  the  Catholics,  the  Quakers,  the  Huguenotf 
when  they  left  their  native  E«irope  to  found  an  aiylM 
for  conscience  in  this  New  World.  It  is  thst  whi< 
has  nerved  the  arm  and  edged  the  aword,  in  every  co 
test  of  liberty,  which  lightens  along  the  history  of  civi 
zed  man. 

As  to  speech  and  the  press— I  admit  that  here  thei 
is  more  of  difficulty  than  in  the  ease  of  opinion.  It  i| 
practical  problem,  extremely  difficult  of  solution,  to  d 
termine  always  how  much  of  liberty  in  this  reapect 
possible  to  be  maintained,  without  degenerating  in 
licentiousness.  And  it  as  a  practical  question,  grei 
ly  dependent  on  times  and  circumstances.  1  shall  n 
seek,  in  these  cursory  remarks,  to  solve  the  problef 
It  suffices  for  my  present  purpose  to  suggest  the  ide 
that  the  suppression  of  political  inquiry,  while  it  >) 
thing  hostile  to  the  general  spirit  of  our  instiiutioni, 
hard  of  accomplishment,  and  apt  enough  to  end  in  a 
gravating  the  evil  it  ia  deaigned  to  remedy. 
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Ibadtieesiioii,  the  Ittt  winter,  to  ezprew  my  views 
OB  the  genenl  subject  of  the  right  of  petitTon.  They 
remin  witbont  change.  And  I  ctn  bot  repeat  my  con- 
netion,  thtt  this,  like  the  liberty  of  conscience  and  the 
proi,  it  oot  a  right  given  by  the  constitution,  but  an 
onginil  right  of  the  constituent  people  of  the  United 
Stitei,aof}  one  which  they  never  parted  with/ but  in 
their  coopscts  of  political  fellowship  expressly  saved 
Irom  sH  ibridgment  and  limitation  forever.  The  right 
of  the  peopieto  petition  for  a  redren  of  grievlinces,  and 
the  duty  of  CtfngreM  to  receive  and  consider  such  peti- 
tioM^  ire  in  my  estimation  the  correlative  conditions  of 
the  ri^t.  A  petition  is  the  formal  mode  in  which  the 
people  bring  their  wants  or  opinions  to  the  direct  notice 
of  Congress.  It  is  an  essential  ingredient  of  representa- 
lire  imtitations.  To  forbid  the  citisen  to  prefer  his 
viahefl  to  Congress  by  petition  vrould  be  to  lopHifT  one 
of  the  chief  democratic  features  of  our  Government,  and 
to  coiiTert  it  into  an  aristocracy  of  elective  despotism. 
It  would  be  a  curtailment  of  the  constitutional  liberties 
of  the  people  of  the  United  -States,  to  which  they  could 
M(  lod  ibouid  not  submit. 

Sir.  Speaker,  such  are  my  sentiments  in  regard  to 
tbeie  great  fundamental  rights  of  my  fellow<cittzens.  I 
(biok  they  are,  in  the  aubstance  and  the  generafoutline, 
(be  sentinents  of  the  bulk  of  the  people  of  the  North  t 
indl  had  fondly  imagined,  until  very  recently,  that  they 
were  lentiments  coextensive  in  prevalence  with  the  ju- 
lidiction  of  the  repdblic.  Entertaining  this  belief,  I 
kire  deeply  regretted  to  see'  the  dangerous  topic  of 
ihTerjr  mixed  up  wit|i  other  questions,  wholly  foreign 
to  it  in  principle. 

Sir,  I  put  it  to  gentlemen,  in  all  directness  snd*  sincer- 
ity, do  ttiey  suppose  that  angry  attacks  on  the  freedom- 
of  opinion,  of  speech^  of  the  press,  of  petition,  of  de- 
btf,  are  likely  to  check  the  spread  in  the  United  States 
of  that  disapprobation  of  slavery,  which  is  but  another 
fem,  eooversely  considered,  of  the  love  of  fiberty^  Do 
tbe;  deem  it  possible  to  smother  the  opinions  and  stifle 
^  peOliont  of  the  free  ihen  of  the  United  SUtes?  Ay, 
>Bd  of  (he  free  women,  too?  For  I  confess  it  seems  to 
iKiitrtnge  idea  to  uphold,  in  this  enlightened  sge,  that 
vooan,  refined,  educated,  intellectual  woman,  is  to  have 
00  opinion,  or  no  right  to  express  that  opinioh.  '  Do 
potiemen  loberly  think  tlieir  cause  can  be  strengthened 
is  the  cooatrr,  by  bringing  to  the  bar  of  the  House  for 
wtrteropt,  bjf  subjecting  to  censQre,  by  expelling,  a 
ReprearotKire  of  one  of  the  free  Statea,  because  he 
niy  bare  giren  color  to  the  idea  that  slaves  can  petition 
Congreii? 

Gentlemen  who  pursue  this  course,  and  who  suffer 
tWr  feelings  to  hurry  them  into  trsn^ports  of  violence 
^r^i  greatly  misjudge  in  the  measures  they  sdopt,  if 
^  voold  allay  the  fever  of  abolition.  This  requires 
^^o^riei,  not  stimulants.  Let  me  lay  to  gentkmen, 
"^  it  is  a  declaration  which  I  am  sure  every  member 
iron  the  North  will  bear  me  out  in  making,  thxt  the 
■wof  society  at  the  North  remains  disengaged  from 
2^-»Umy  agitation.  1  speak  of  a  notorious  /act. 
J^k  Hearen,  this  question  has  not  yet  been  drawn  into 
j«  polluting  embrace  of  party  politics.  It  is  viewed 
^rpogb  other  media  than  the  optics  of  party.  Beside 
"^n*  I  know,  and  fearless  of  contradiction  I  affirm, 
**^  there  exists  throughout  the  North  a  warm  and  sin- 
^  tttichment  to  the  South,  a  deep  snd  unwavering 
7%  to  tijc  Union.  Here,  in  these  loyal  dispositions 
^*e  North,  are  the  simple  and  ready  means  of  main- 
T"^»ng  a  steady  reaervedneas  of  conduct,  in  reference  to 
^•hre  rights  of  the  South.  Do  you  expect  to  con- 
^*nd  animate  those  dispositions  by  piling  contumely 
1^ contumely  upon  the  people  who  entertain  them? 
°^^'?ging  into  the  history  of  past  times  to  disinter  for- 
mtn  topics  of  obloqoy  to  upbraid  them  withal?    By 


mapping  out  the  people  of  this  nation  into  geographical 
partiea? 

Sir,  it  is  impossible  thst  any  good  should  come  of  such 
a  course.  It  acts  prejudicially  upon  that  division  of  the 
public 'mind  which  is  anxious  to  repress  agitation,  and 
It  acts  prejudicially  upon  that  division  of  it  which  is 
eager  to  promote  agitation*  These  agitators  are,  for  the 
most  part,  persons  who  conscientiously  entertain  the 
opinions  they  seek  to  pmpagate.  They  are  men  of  ar- 
dent purposes— with  minds  kindled  by  the  contcmplstion 
of  an  object  of,  as  they  suppose,  paramount  moral  and 
religious  duty— and  zealous  in  the  pursuit  of  it.  They 
err,  not  under  the  influence  of  bad  mottvea,  but  from 
the  exaggeration  Of  good  ones.  In  a  word,  they  are,  if 
you  please,  enthusiasts.  Do  you  wish  to  arrest  the  prog- 
ress of  their  opinions'  Then,  do  not  strike  these  rough 
blowi  at  the  freedom  of  opinion,  discussion,  petition, 
and  debate,  so  as  to  associate  new  and  more  popular  is* 
sues  with  the  old  one  of  slavery,  and  call  into  being  fresh 
elements  of  inflammation. 

Mr.  C.  said  that  in  his  own  State,  as  well  as  here,  he 
held  fast  by  his  personal  independence  in  the  matter  of 
this  snti-sia very  agitation.  He  could  not  allow  himself 
to  be  identified  with  it.  He  would  not  be  sucked  into 
its  vortex.  He  reclaimed  for  himself  the  freedom  of 
conscience  which  be  defended  for  others.  He  chose, 
on  this  exciting  question,  to  keep  the  direction  of  bis 
conduct  in  his  own  hands^  as  the  uOfebackled  arbiter  of 
his  own  destiny.  He  felt  this  td  be  his  bounden  duty; 
for  he.  foresaw  that  the  time  was  likelv  enough  to  come, 
and  in  his  day,  if  the  ordinary  term  of  human  life  should 
be  spared  to  him,  when  there  would  be  no  want  of  oc- 
cupation for  any  man  who  could  command  himaelf  amid 
the  aurrounding  strife.  He  should  persevere  in  the 
straight  lines  of  the  constitution,  with  such  lights  aa 
reading,  rr flection,  and  counsel,  might  bestow,  and 
whithersoever  these  were  to  lead.  Meanwhile,  it  de- 
volved upon  htm  to  repreaent  in  this  House  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  a  portion  of  whom,  as  his  immedi- 
ate conatituents,  had  a  particular  claim  on  hla  services. 
To  give  utterance  to  their  wishes,  to  defend  their  inter- 
eMs,  was  alike  his  duty  and  his  pleasure.  Much  as  he 
regretted  being'thus  placed  in  an  attitude  of  opposition 
to  gentlemen  here,  for  whom  he  entertained  all  due  re- 
spect, he  must  continue  to  maintain  the  rights  of  the 
people  whom  he  represented,  under  a  deep  sense  of  his 
responsibility  to  Goo,  this  House,  and  his  country. 

We,  of  the  State  of  MaasabhusetU,  said  Mr.  C.,  hold, 
universally,  that  domestic  slavery  is,  in  the  abstract,  an 
evil — ^moral,  political,  andsocialt  we  hold  that  negro  sla- 
very, as  it  now  exists  in  some  of  the  States  of  this  Union, 
is  an  evil(  and  if  it  depended  on  ua,  and  afavery  could 
be  abolished  lawfully,  and  with  safety  both  to  the  blacks 
snd  the  whites,  the  two  races  would  not  coexist  in  their 
present  relstions  another  day.  It  ia  true,  I  confess  it, 
these  opinions  we  at  the  North  do  hold:  And  we  do  nut 
think  it  a  question  which  in  this  sge  needs  argument.  If 
it  were  alleged  to  us  that  slavery  is  a  blessing— which 
the' gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  THonrsoir]  h.>s 
in  this  del>ste  affirmed  it  to  be — we  should  be  prone  to 
shrtjg  our  shoulders  in  silent  wonder,  snd  pass  on.  And 
are  these  opinions  any  local  heresy  of  ours?  Are  they 
some  wiM  chimera  of  incendiary  schismatics? 

Sir,  they  are  the  opinions  of  the  great  oracles  of  re- 
publicsnism  in  the  South  as  well  as  the  North.  They 
are  the  opinions  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  fiom  the  begin- 
ning to  the  end  of  his  career;  of  th-»t  man,  whose  author- 
ity, as  the  very  apostle  of  democracy,  has  been  triumph- 
antly appciilcd  to  this  day  by  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Btwuk,]  on  another  point  of  the  present 
controversy.  They  are  not  only  the  opinions  of  Jeflcr- 
soi%  but  of  Washington,  Madison,  and  others,  the  bright* 
est  names  in  the  knnals  of  America.    It  ia  emphatically 
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ibe  doctrine  of  Virginia,  not  the  Virf^nia  of  the  revolu- 
tionary  year  'seventy-six  merely,  but  the  Virginia  of  thia 
blesaed  year  of  our  Lord.  I  speak  advisedly.  To  prove 
thia  averment,  letter  by  letter,  I  might,  if  it  were  in  or- 
der, cite  the  solemn  declaration  of  the  most  eminent — 
no,  I  will  not  ascribe  invidious  distinction  to  one  among 
ao  many  distinguished  individuals — ^but  a  most  eminent 
member  of  the  present  delegation  of  the  Commonweakh 
of  Virfcinia,  [vir.  Rives.]  But  it  is  irregular  to  refer  to 
any  thing,  however  pertinent,  which  transpires  at  the 
other  end  of  the  Capitol^  and  therefore  I  content  myself 
with  reiterating  the  assertion,  that  such,  as  I  understand 
and  believe,  is  the  doctrine  of  the  Jeffersonian  school 
among  the  statesmen  of  tiie  South. 

Well,  in  these  abstract  principles  the  North  And  ibe 
South  are  for  the  most  part  agreed.  Wherein  do  men 
diflfer?  Opinions,  all  Over  the  country,  run  parallel  to  a 
point  of  divergence.  That  point  of  divergence  is  upon 
the  practical  question,  whether  any  thing  should  be 
done  or  attempted  for  the  remedy  of  an  admitted  or  sup- 
posed evil.  I  speak  now  of  slavery  within  the  limits' of 
either  of  the  States,  not  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbis,  which  of  itself  is  a  narrower  and  comparatively 
unimportant  question.  There  is  a  considerable  number 
of  persons  who,  starting  from  the  premises  that  slavery 
is  in  the  abstract  an  evil,  moral,  political,  and  social,  and 
treating  the  question  as  one  of  mere  abstract  right  and 
wrong,  consider  it  a  dictate  of  duty  to  discu^^s  the  evil, 
in  order  by  possibilitja  to  discover  some  remedy  for  it, 
and  at  all  events  to  act  upon  it  by  the  moral  force  of 
reaaon.  These  are  the  abolitionists.  They  have  a  right 
to  their  opinions;  and  a  right  to  express  their  opiniona 
in  all  constitutional  modes.  On  the  other  band,  the 
great  mass  of  the  people  of  the  United  States — that  is  to 
say,  the  citizens  of  the  South  universally,  and  a  majority 
of  the  citisens  of  the  North,  of  all  classes  and  parliea-r 
declare  themselves  unable  to  perceive  any  practical 
remedy  for  the  assumed  evil{  they  hold  that,  if  alavery 
be  the  wound  of  the  constitution,  and  whether  medica- 
ble or  not,  it  is,  at  any  rate,  a  question,  in  respect  of 
which  neither  Congress,  nor  any  of  the  non-slaveholding 
States,  haa  legislative  jurisdiction;  and  the  agitation  of 
it  they  discountenance,  aa  tending  to  disturb  in  various 
ways  the  tranquillity  of  the  Union, 

Mr.  C.  aaid  he  was  free  to  declare,  for  himself,  that, 
while  he  partook  of  the  general  aentiment'of  the  coun- 
try as  to  the  abstract  question,  yet  the  practical  hereaf- 
ter was  to  his  view  dark  and  utterly  inscrutable.  He 
would  not  be  the  fool  to  rush  in  where  atigela  fear  to 
tread.  He  had  no  forined  opinion*,  i}o  convictions,  no 
settled  judgment,  at  to  the  future  of  this  momentous 
question.  He  did  not  possess  a  spirit  of  prophecy,  or 
an  eye  of  divination,  to  give  him  the  indispensable  ele- 
ments of  Birch  a  Judgment;  and  he  held  his  mind  in  sus- 
pense upon  the  subject,  juKt  as  he  did  in  regard  to  mys- 
terious facts  in  the  constitution  of  the  material  universe. 
When  the  queation  should  come  before  him  in  a  practical 
shape,  he  would  then  deal  with  it  as>he  best  might  ac- 
cording to  his  means  of  knowledge.  Wise  legislation, 
like  sound  philosophy,  was  the Tesult  of  induction.  It 
was  un  philosophies  I,  unsafe,  unwise,  unatatesmarilike,- 
to  lay  down  abstract  metaphysical  propositions,  inde- 
pendent of  any  specific  fact,  and  to  draw  them  into  rig- 
orous rules  for  contingent  future  action,  regardless  of 
incidental  circumstances,  and  of  the  relations  of  time 
and  place. 

This  (continued  Mr.  C.)  is  the  error  committed  by 
some  of  the  abolitionists,  in  the  excess  of  their  zeal  to 
promote  the  abolition  of  domestic  servitude.  It  is  equal- 
ly the  error  of  those  who  deem  slavery  either  an  ab- 
stract good,  or  at  least  a  necessity  of  the  social  system. 
Gentlemen  at  each  end  of  these  remotest  extremes  of 
opinions  are  to  be  seen,  cutting  loose  from  practical 


facta,  to  bewilder  tbemselvei  in  the  mazy  sobtletiet  c 
mere  abstraction.  And  thus  1  find  myself  in  the  m^ 
lar  predicament  of  addreaiing  to  4be  ultra  friends  of  lib 
erty  at  home,  and  the  ultra  friends  of  slavery  here,  th 
same  argumenta  of  moderation. 

Sir,  I  willingly  leav6  this  part  of  the  subject,  to-hai 
ten  to  the  only  remaining  topic  In  thia  connexion  vhic 
1  design  io  toucb. 

The  reaolution  before  the  House  proposes  to  cenwr 
my  colleague  for  the  act  of  stating  that  he  held  a  pipe 
purporting  to  be  a  petition  from  slaves,  and  asking  < 
the  Speaker  whether  auch  a  paper  falls  within  a  certu 
order  of  the  House. 

Now,  a*  I  have  already  aaid,  I  bold  the  right  of  peiitia 
to  be  an  original  and  unalienated  right  of  the  people  ( 
the  United  Statea,  secured  to  them  by  the  constiiutioi 
but  not  derived  from  it.  I  bold  that  the  right  spperUini 
not  to  the  subject»mttter  of  the  petition,  but  to  the  perH 
of  the  petitioner.  I  hold,  also,  that  the  obligation  I 
receive  a  petition  correaponda  to  the  right  of  petitioninf 
aince  the  right,  without  the  duty,  ia  a  mere  nainf»  an 
not  a  substance.  And> there  may  be  a  power  to  receiv 
a  petition,'  without  any  obligation  to  receive  it»  or  an 
right  to  insist  upon  its  reception  as  a  corresponded 
duty.  For  instance,  Congreas  haa  the  power  to  recei^ 
a  petition  of  a  foreigner;  and  yet  Congress  lies  un^ 
no  obligation  to  receive  it;  because  the  right  of  petititj 
ia  guarantied  only  to  the  people  of  the  United  Stat^ 
Is  it  not,  aa  matter  of  constitutions!  law,  just  lo  in  U| 
ease  of  a  slave?  The  constitutron  guaranties  to  thccoi 
atituent  people  of  the  UnKed  Stat«a  their  nstursl  righ 
of  opinion,  discussion,  assembly,  and  petition,  agaiii 
all  abridgment.  Are  alaves  embraced  within  the 
guarantiee  of  the  constitution?  1  think  not.  As  to  t| 
natural  right  of  the  slave  In  these  particuUrs,  ibi 
like  his  natural  right  oF  personal  freedom,  not  bein 
assured  to  him  by  the  constitutional  compact,  is  ni 
a  question  within  the  constitutional  competency  of  Cfi 
gress. 

But  the  inquiry  whether  Congress  may  receive  l| 
petition  of  a  sl^ve  depends  on  other  consideration*, 
is  a  question,  not  of  the  right  pf  the  petitioner,  but  i 
the  discretion  or  power  of  the  petitioned.  And  this  a| 
peara  to  roe  to  be  just  such  a  matter  of  fact  question  < 
common  sense  aa  might  occur  in  the  relations  of  prin! 
life.  There  is  a  multitude  of  auppoaable  cases  in  wbi< 
I  could  receive  and  grant  the  request— that  is,  the  pe| 
tion— of  a  slave.  1  cannot  infringe  the  legal  rights  of  i| 
maater  without  becoming  amenable  to  the  law  of  tl 
land ;  nay,  to  a  higher  fprum,  since  1  should  be  doing  i 
act  immoral  and  diahonorable  aa  well  as  illegal.  He 
in  the  eye  of  the  law  the  property  of  his  master.  B 
ia  he  not  also  a  human  being?  Does  not  the  constitutij 
of  the  URited  Statea  expresaly  call  him  a  person,  whi 
making  him  an  integral  part  of  the  basis  of  represent 
tion^  Can  he  prefer  no  petition,  no  request,  no  prsy^ 
in  any  circumstances?  If  1  aee  him  drowning  in  t 
eanal,  or  about  to  be  struck  down  by  a  stranger,  and  I 
crirs  to  me  for  succor,  m^y  I  not  listen  to  him?  Su 
pose'a  memorial  to  come  to  me  from  a  slave,  s«ttii 
forth,  by  well-authenticated  statements,  thst  be  is  in 
foreign  land,  oppressed  and  wronged,  and  his  mssterj 
citizen  of  this  country,  does  not  know  it,  or  csnnot  \ 
found;  may  1  not  bring^the  matter  before  the  Govei] 
ment,  whether  it  be  Congreas  or  the  Executive,  vhio 
ever  has  the  powrr  to  afford  redress?  What  I  mew 
say  is,  that,  in  matters  having  nothing  to  do  with  abo 
tion,  and  not  affecting  in  any  other  respect  the  lefi 
rights  of  the  msster,  it  might  be  proper  and  ressonab 
to  lend  an  ear  to  the  petition  of  a  slave.  These,  I  ko(>< 
are  extreme  cases;  and  they  are  suggested  only  s«  ilw 
trstions  of  my  idea;  for  I  would  no  more  present  a  pel 
tion  from  slaves,  in  derogation  of  any  of  the  constitution 
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righto  of  Um  Soiitb»  than  I  vwiM  opffinr  m  deliberate  Intuit 
to  tbe  Chair  or  Co  thn  Hoaie. 

Hivio;  been  it  all  timea  »  atrennooa  advocate  of  the 
(mdon  of  opinioo,  of  the  preati  and  of  petition,  f  con- 
lider  it  oiy  duty  to  atate  thin  explicitly  my  Tievs  of  the 
entinf^  conttitutlooal  limitation  of  thef e  immunUtea.  It 
were  onbeooning  to  be  a  atiekler  for  the  righta  of  one 
pirt  of  the  eoantry,  and  blind  to  the  rigtita  of  another 
pitt.  I  reiM  the  attempt  to  poniih  my  eoHeagne  by  a 
lort  of  ear  ptti  fiuia  lav,  which  in  ita  tendency  extin« 
guidieitbe  Imcdom  of  debate,  and  subjeetn  every  mem- 
ber to  cAe  arbitrary  will  of'  a  majority.  I  defend  the 
ptftlcafir  opinions  of  the  North.  I  aiaert  the  freedom 
of  opiaioa,  ipeeoh,  the  prem,  petitMMS  inherent  m  the 
people  of  the  United  Statea,  and  ieeured  to  them  by  the 
coBitilutioo.  But  while  I* maintain  the  aaifectity,  the  in- 
vidltbiKiy  of  these  rights,  as  it  befitaa  representatiire  of 
MiMicbeietts  to  do,  I-wHInot  pradtlae  here,  noreoan- 
tenace  elsewhere,  any  encroachment  on  the  eonitito- 
tioaij  rigbu  of  tbe  South.* 

Mr.  Speaker,  with  thta  explanation  of  the  views  of  my 
comtitttenti,  and  of  myaelf,  upon  the  various  queationa 
vltieh  appertain,  remotely  or  directly,  to  tbe  present 
ttstt,  it  would  have  given  -me  pleasure  if  it  were  possi- 
ble for  me  to  stop.  But  the  gentleman  from  Sooth  Gar- 
^  [Mr.  Tbok»80v,]  not  content,  like  those  Who  have 
pneeded  bim  on'  tbe  aame  aide^  to  discuss  the  anti-ala- 
Teiy  opiaions  of  the  North,  has.  In  his  reply  to  my  co(- 
l^fw,  [Mr.  LtxeoLv,]  gone  out  of  the  way  to  pour 
Ml  ft  torrent  of  aspersiona  on  the  historical  character . 
«f  New  Enghnd.  These  unprovoked  reflectiona  on  the 
P^le  to  whom,  by  birthright,  by  duly,  and  by  aflfec- 
^f  1  belong,  I  cannot  paas  over  in  silence.  I  shall 
Mtyul  well  might,  imitate  the  course  of  that  gentle- 
■>Ut  by  looking  into  the  history  of  the  South  in  pursuit 
^  CNiaion-places  of  insult  against  her  and  her  sons^' 
Inteid  of  doing  this,  I  shall  adhere  to  the  line  of  self* 
^fence  opon  which  I  have  entered.  My  object  is  to 
^M  liberty  and  ita  friends;  not  to  aaaail  slavery.  I  am 
|U  to  perceive  that  the  gentleman  is  at  hia  post,  await- 
«g  uteotively  what  I  afh  to  sayi  and  I  "aasure  him  in  ad- 
**<^i  tbftt,  while  1  ahall  preserve  on  this  occasion  the 
toarteiy  of  deportment  which  my  personal  relations  to 
«»^\\  for,  I  shall  not  scruple  to  repel  hia.  accusations 
^^  people  of  MaMachusetts,  and  of  New  England 
feKttlly,  vHh  the  aame  seal  he  would  exhibit,  if  I  bad 
ottered  aiaifaf  impotationa  on  the  historical  fame  and 
Nitietl  cuter  of  South  Carolina. 

Kr Aononble  colleague,  [Mr.  Lixco&ir,]  in  the  course 
ff^i*  observational  proteated-  against-  the  contumely  of 
^^^  *Pplwd,  by  gentlemen',  fk«m  the  Souths  to 
^t  among  the  people  of  Masaaclraaetts,  who  have 
^  bere  u  petitioners  on  thcT  subject  of  slavery  and 
^  >bre  trMie.  He  stated,  aa  I  think  truly,  that,  what- 
^  n^  be  the  errora  of  opinion  or  of  conduct  com- 
•***  by  them,  they  are  guided  or  misguided  by  phi- 

*Tbe  constitution  provides  that  «  Congress  ahall  make 
Tit^  retpecting  an  eatabltshment  of  religion,  or  pro- 
J**""?  the  free  exercise  thereofi  or  abridging  the  free- 
^  <"  ipeeeh  or  of  the  press;  or  the  right  of  the  peo* 
P'^petoeably  to  aaaemble,  and  to  petition  the  Govem- 
^«t  for  a  redress  of  grievances."  All  these,  are  righto 
*«eh  belong,  constitutionally  speaking,  only  to  the 
^*«ti(Qe«t  people  of  tbe  United  States.  Nay,  in  tbe 
•jj^of  the  free  intuibitnnto  of  the  country,  they  are  lia- 
^  to  be  modified  by  the  domestic  relations.  Have  mi- 
|o|^  tbe  Qoabridged  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press, 
r^^^\  right  to  aseemble  when  and  where  they  please? 
Jjjjjy  not.  They  are,  in  the  eye  of  the  constitution 
** «  reison,  subject  in  these  and  other  respects  to  the 
Ffwnal  control  of  parent  or  gtiardtan,  as  provided  by 
« loul  lavt  of  the  several  States. 
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lanthropic  motives,  by  their  attachment  to  fiberty,  and 
their  sympathy  with  those  who  do  not  enjoy  this  bles- 
sing. In  contradiction  of  which,  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  proceeds  to  entertain  the  House  with 
sundry  historical  trattt,  real  or  supposed,  in  impeaeh« 
ment  of  the  free  apirit  and  philanthropy  of  the  North. 
He  summons  New  Kngland,  especially,  to  the  bar  of  our 
common  country.  He  questions  her  patriotism  in  mod- 
em timeff,  her  humanity  In  old  ones,  her  love  of  liberty 
in  all.  He  ranaacks  the  earliest  annals  of  tbe  country, 
to  hold  up  to  our  indignation  the  alleged  inhumanity  of 
her  conduct  towards  its  aboriginal  inhabitants.  Weary, 
the  gentleman  says,  of  defending,  he  recurs  to  attack, 
and  strikes  back  upon  New  England  blow  for  blow,  in 
fetaliaiton  of  her  alleged  assaults  on  a  cherished  institu- 
tion of  the  South. 

Sir,  the  gehtleman  is  bold.  1  commend  his  gallantry 
at  leaat,  whatever  I  may  deem  of  bis  discretion.  He  has 
poshed  forward  kis  battle  into  the  territory  of  thcAd- 
verse  party,  reckless  if  there  be  means  of  retreat.  Un- 
mimlful  of  the  honorable  deeds  which  shed  a  light  about 
her  name  like  the  lustre  of  a  glory,  he  attacks  the  lofty 
old  fame  of  Massachusetts.  He  challenges  the  men  of 
New  England  to  come  forth  and  vindicate  her  patriotiam 
and  her  truth.  Is  there  m  son  of  Massachusetts  who 
would  not  be  proud  of  that  moment  of  his  life  when 
he  should  be  called  on  to  rise  op,  in  the  sight  of  thii 
House  and  of  the  world,  to  defend  the  honor  of  New 
England? 

la  it  New  England,  ia  it  Massachusetts,  that  standa 
chaived,  before  the  American  Congress^  with  defect  of 
patrtotiso^?  6 if,  I  demand  of  the  House  to  remember 
and  to  honor  that  patriotic  devotion  of  Massachusetts,  side 
by  side  with  her  coequal  sister  Virginia,  which  achieved 
the  great  triumphs  of  the  war  of  independence.  Who 
conceived  and  called  together  the  Congreas  of  'seventy- 
four,  out  of  which  thia  Union  sprang?  Who  shed  the 
first  blood  in  the  fields  of  the  Revolution^  Whu  came 
fbrward,  and,  with  self'denytng  patriotism,  by  the  voice 
of  the  father  of  him  who  ia  now  in  accusation  before  us, 
called  on  a  Virginian  to  command  her  armies?  Which 
one  of  the  thirteen  original  States  rushed  to  the  combat, 
when  the  War  cry  of  liberty  echoed  through  the  land, 
with  an  armed  force  equal  to  that  of  all  the  other  twelve 
States  united?  Which  of  them  poured  out  her  blood 
like  water,  and  lavished-  her  hiird-earned  wealth  as 
though  it  were  dust  and  dross,  throughout  the  whole 
war  of  Revolution?  Ever,  Massachuaetts. 
*  Sir,  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina* finda  it  con- 
venient to  leap  over  thia  era  in  the  htafory  of  New  Eng- 
land. Nor  does  he  choose  to  stop  at  a  somewhat  earlier 
period,  to  inquire  who  fought  at  Cape  Breton,  at  Louia- 
bourg,  or  on  the  lieighta  of  Abraham.  He  goes  back  at 
once  to  her  old  colonial  daya,  and  alights  opon  thst  timp, 
when  the  whole  population  of  New  England  lived  under 
arms  amid  their  Indian  foesi  when  her  hardy  aons  went 
forth  to  the  furrow,  with  one  hand  on  the  plough  and 
the  other  grasping  a  loaded  weapon;  and  when  they  re- 
paired to  Ood*a  houae  for  pfayer  and  worship,  armed  in 
fuH  psnoply,  not-of  faith  only,  but  of  war.  Thither  I 
gladly  follow  tke  gentleman.  I  thank  him  for  compel- 
ling me  to  remind  the  House  of  the  pilgrim  settlers  of 
Plymouth  and  Maasachusetts,  of  the  perila  they  dared, 
of  the  BufTerings  they  endured,  that  they  might  plant,  in 
this  western  world,  those  great  principles  of  civil  and  re- 
ligioua  freedom,  of  which  aeed  this  mighty  republic  ia 
the  ripened  fruit.  And  I  Uke  issue  with  him  as  to  those 
very  facUwhich  be  throw*  in  the  face  of  the  represent- 
atives of  Massaohusetta  for  bloto  on  her  proud  eacutcheon. 

Fastening  upon  tbe  eventa  of  that  epoch,  the  gentle- 
man undertakea  to  ahow  that  •*  the  blackeat  and  blood- 
teat  pagea  in  the  history  of  this  country,  or  of  man,  are 
to  be  found  in  the  treatment  of  the  aboriginea  by  New 
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England."  Ay,  indeed?  All  that  it  most  airocioitB  in 
the  history  of  man,  outblackened  by  the  bloody  annala 
of  ibose  quiet  little  colontet  of  New  England^  Upon 
what  facts  is  this  monstrous  accusation  based? 

It  m»y  be  true»  it  is  trae,  that  Indians  were  shot»  or 
sold  into  captivity,  rewards  psid  to  those  who  slew  thero, 
and  the  tribe  of  the  Pequots  exterminated  in  war  by  the 
people  of  New  England.  Did  such  tbinga  happen  there 
only?  Will  the  gentleman  tell  ne  what  has  become  of 
the  famed  Yemasaes.  Are  they  living  to  relate  the  story 
of  their  wrongs?  Was  it  in  Massacbuaetts,  as  the  gen- 
tleman intimates,  or  not  rather  in  South  Carolina,  that 
hostilities  were  fomented  among  the  Indbns,  in  order  to 
purchase  or  kidnap  captives,  and  sell  them  for  slaves  in 
the  West  Indies?  What  has  been,  what  is  to  be,  thcfiite 
of  the  Creeks,  and  of  the  Cherokees,  almost  at  hiadoorf 
What  ia  transpiring  at  this  very  hour  among  bia  near 
neighbors  in  Fiori&?  Sir,  I  have,  on  a  past  occasion, 
dc^ored  the  fate  of  the  Indiana.  I  carefully  abauined 
at  that  time  from  sU  offensive  comparisons.  But  the 
gentleman  tempts  me  to  a  contrast  of  the  eventa  of  the 
early  history  of  New  England  and  those  of  th'is  day,  to 
respect  of  the  Indians)  %SA  he  ahall  have  it. 

When  the  English  came  to  settle  New  England,  it  was 
their  policy,  aa  well  aa  their  conaeientious  endeavor,  to 
deal  justly  with  the  Indians.  At  the  opening  of  Philip's 
war,  more  than  half  a  cei^tury  after  the  landing  at  Ply« 
mouth,  t^e  people  of  Massachusetts  did  not  possess  one 
foot  of  land  but  by  fair  and  honest  purchase.  Wars  at 
length  came,  in  the  inevitable  necemity  of  things^  and 
they  were  struggles  of  life  and  death.  It  could  not  be 
otherwise.  Who  were  the  Engliah  of  that  day?  i. 
handful  of  aettlers,  just  landed  on  a  wild  shore, .  with 
four  thousand  milea  of  ocean  between  them  and  the 
homes  and  friends  they  had  parted  from-— men,  sober- 
minded,  peace-loving^half  armed,  balf«clad,  balf^fed— 
encumbered  with  their  wivea.and  children,  dearer  to 
them  than  their  heart'a  blood.  Wlio  were  the  Indiana^ 
Not  the  wretched  remnanta  of  here  and  there  a  broken 
band  fted  to  the  swamps;  but  warlike  tribes,  holding  this 
whole  continent,  from  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  to  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico;  powerful  confederacies,  abounding  in 
the  means  of  war^  great  chieftains,  backed  by  thousands 
of  victorious  warriors.  Such  waa  the  relative  condition 
of  the  two  races^  when  our  forefathers  of  Virginia  and  of 
Massachuaelta  landed  in  America.  Doubtless,  in  those 
times,  the  wars  between  the  Indians  and  the  English  ran 
into  extremes,  and  deeda  of  blood^  were  perpetrated, 
which  wouM  to  God  had  never  been.  Think  you  New 
England  la  without  mournful  experience  of  those  horrors 
of  Indian  hostility  which  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
[Mr.  AuroBs]  depicted  the  other  day  in  such  impassion- 
ed bnguage?  In  a  war  with  a  single  tribe,  ,near  a  tenth 
part  of  the  arms-bearing  population  of  Massacbusetta 
waa  killed,  and  one  house  in  ten  laid  in  ashes.  Were 
not  the  Indians  of  that  day,  more  emphatically  even  than 
now,  mere  savages,  skulking  in  the  wooda  to  burn  oor 
dwellings  and  murder  our  women,  and  without  a  trait  of 
principle  or  humanity  in  their  cuatoms  of  warfare?  And 
atill  the  gentleman  reproachea  the  people  of  New  Eng- 
land that  we  fought  them,  m  they  ever  hav^  been  aim 
ever  must  be  fought,  so  long  as  they  are  savages,  and  as 
they  actually  were  fought  in  the  other  colonies! 

And  what  do  we  aee  now,  in  this  enlightened  age? 
The  deportation  of  Indians  from  (he  South,  not  in  doz- 
ens, but  in  thousands.  And  our  own  people,  amid 
whom  war  ia  now  raging— is  theirs  a  case  of  succorless 
desperation,  like  that  of  the  aettlers  of  New  England  in 
the  old  time?  Ob,  no.  They  also  are  engsgcd  in  the  ex* 
tirpation  of  a  tribe  $  but  they  have  the  benefit  of  the 
whole  concentrated  power  of  this  great  and  civilized  na- 
tion with  which  to  accomplish  it.  When  this  war  broke 
upon  the  South,  it  found,  not  J  wo  or  three  little  settle- 


ments of  whites  Mated  cm  a  continent  cofersd  with  red 
men,  but  a  few  bands  of  red  men  surrounded  by  seonii* 
nent  of  whites.  Let  the  gentleman  h>ok  to  act  isr  froQ 
the  confinea  of  hia  ^wn  State,  and  gaie  on  the  sfiecticle 
of  this  republic,  with  its  fifteen  millions  of  soalt,  vilh 
pecuniary  means  aucb  aa  no  other  oountry  in  the  veild 
possesses,  with  all  the  wealth,  the  physical  force,  the 
skill  and  science  in  the  art  of  war,  the  military  resourccf, 
the  moral  Vigor,  and  the  armed  boats  of  these  United 
States,  broaght  to  bear  on  a  single  point,  to  Ofcrvhehs 
a  poor  thousand'— I  bear  sgroe  gentlemen  ssy  oaly  fire 
hondrcd— ^f  atanriog  Scminplea! 

Andl'can  the  gentleman  find  in  tiiese  events  of  oar  ows 
day  no  argumenta  ofvCxtenuation  for  the  impated  errors 
of  the  fathers  of  New  Enghind?  And  is  this  the  contmt 
be  compels  me  to  draw 2  Sir,  aa  if  the  fiicts,  iaail  tbs 
bkcknesa  he  groiindlessly  ascribes  4o  them,  were  sot 
enough,  the  gentleman  baa  given  us  an  origiasl  idct  on 
the  history  of  those  old  times.  Philip'  of  Moeot  Hope 
exhibited,  like  a  caged  tigeff  a  apeotade  for  gsping 
muHitttdea?  Never!  PhifipTi  fbrcea  were  shattered  in 
battlei  he  himself  waa  hunted  to  hia  lair  by  Captsis  Bes* 
jsmin  Church,  and  brought  to  bay  there,  and  shot  to 
the  heart  by  a  private  aoldier  under  that  brare  BMit'a 
command.  Eventa  aa  familiar  in  the  mouth  of  erery 
child  in  New  England  as  household  words. 

[Mr.  TaoxMov  rose  and  said:  U  waa  not  Philip,  then, 
but  some  other  chief.] 

N^mehini!  (ssidMr.  G.)  Sir,  thegentlemsniiiileiit; 
and  I  will  only  add,  that  Philip'a  war  waa  a  deslhitrugi 
gle  between  the  fierocitjr  ol  the  confederated  Indismos 
the  one  side,  and  the  resolution  of  the  English  od  the 
Dthert  PbMip  waa  not  the  man  to.be-taken  for  a  show; be 
eould  die,  but  he  oould  not  submit  i  and  tbusperiibed 
the  renowned  sachem  of  Mount  IJope. 

••  Where,*'  the  gentleman  from  South  Caroliss  proj 
oeeds  to  demand^  in  a  tone  of  triumph,  **  Where,  when 
the  liberties  and  honor  of  thia  country  have  been  um\ 
ed  by  enemies,  foreign  or  domestic,  have  they  flown  m 
refuge?"— alluding,  if  I  understood  his  language  srgbtj 
to  the  conduct  of  the  North  and  of  the  South,  respecti 
ively,  in  the  Ust  war. 

.    [Mr.  TwoMsaox  rose  and  said:  Yes^  and  to  the  sliefl 
and  sedition  laws.]  ' 

The  gentleman  tells  me  (continued  Mr.  C)  that  M 
does  refer  to  the  conduct  of  New  England  ia  that  war^ 
and  also  to  the  alien  and  aedition  laws.  As  to  the  ktteri 
they  Were  the  acts  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stitcij 
not  of  the  SUtea  of  New  England.  And  are  they  m 
precisely  the  things  which  South  Carolina  benelff  |( 
common  with  other  SUtea  of  the  South,  has  receDtl] 
called  on  the  SUtea  of  the  North  to  do?  That  is,  to  e^ 
tend  the  l^w  of  seditious  libel,  ^nd  to  punish  slieai  wb< 
intermeddle  with  oor  domestic  institutions. 

But  the  Isst  war,  the  last  war— this  ia  the  stale  topti 
on  which  the  assailanU  of  Massachuaette  are  perpetuall) 
ringing  the  changes  of  undeserved  repro»ch.  And  •rofl 
what  quarter  doea  the  reproach  now  come?  Sir,  it  w 
not  with  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  to  rebuq 
the  State  of  MassacbusetU  for  the  errors  of  that  oi) 
She  did  err,  I  confess  it.  1  think  she  erred  in  the  grf< 
constitutional  queation  between  her  and  the  Executir 
of  the  United  Sutes,  as  to  the  mode  in  which  her^militl 
should  be  disposed  of  by  the  Federal  Government.  M| 
honorable  colleague  [Mr.  Liwcolb]  suggests  to  wt  tbi 
it  waa  not  so  very  cUar  a  case,  after  all.  Be  it  soi  1  oj 
fer  to  his  belter  knowledge  of  times  in  which  I  wai  n< 
old  enough  to  be  ai»  actor.  But  I  admit,  for  the  argt 
meni's  sake  at  least,  the  State  of  MassacbusetU  erre^ 
And  what  caused  the  error?  She  was  btlrsyed  into 
by  her  attachment  to  SUte  rights.  Does  the  gcn.^'t'? 
from  South  Carolina  know  of  no  other  State  which  ni 
I  ever  pbccd  herself  in  the  like  wrongful  attitude^   Sn 
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MatMci»8eltB  did  in  1812  ■omethini^  mnalogoin  to  thftt 
vhicb  the  i^otlemtii  gkirica  to  hare  had  hii  own  Slate 
da  in  1833!  MaHaehiisetta  held  to  a  doctrine  then,  for 
tfcc  defence  of  her  own  territory  and  her  own  principlea 
•funat  the  reat  of  the  Union,  just  aa  S^uth  Gtrolina  has 
held  to  ber  doctrine  of  State  righti  agatntt  the  rest  of 
the  Uoioo.  We  have  been  eondemned,  each  of  us,  by 
the  general  voice.  There  is  no  tine  hereto  take  an 
appeal  from  thia  decision.  But  I  say  to  the  gentleman 
from  Qoath  CaroHna,  and  I  siy  to  the  House,  that  Mas* 
sacbnaetta  wm  impelled  into  that  ftult*.  If  fruit  it  were, 
by  the  eelAaame  principle  which  baa  governed  her  eon- 
dnet  in  every  vidssilude  of  her  history,  the  ineitinguish* 
shie  and  ever  present,  love  of  liberty.  She  was  nodi- 
catiag  the  eonetitetional  rights  of  her  own  Legislatare 
and  ber  oirn  Executive  against  the  encroachments,  aa  she 
frit  tbera  to  be»  of  the  Federal  Government^ 

Bttt  let  that  pass.  If  the  State  of  llassachusetU  erred 
ia  tlieae  poittta  of  faiw  or  public  policy,  her  oitisens  were 
■ot  tbe  men  to  be  (bund  wsnting:  in  the  hour  of  trial. 
The  s^eetleflsan  from  Sooth  Carolina  taunts  us  with 
eoonang  tbe  costs  of  that  war,  in  which  the  libeHies  and 
hanor  o€  tbe  country,  and  the  interests  of  the  North,  as 
he  aeserta^  were  forced  to  go  elsewhere  for  their  de- 
fraee.  Will  he  sit  down  with  me,  and  xount  tbe  coat 
BOW  ?  Will  he  reckon  up  how  much  of  treasure  the 
Stale  of  South  Carolina  eiipended  in  that  war,  and  how 
snch  the  State  of  Massscbusetis?  How  much  of  the 
biood  of  either  State  was  ponred  out  on  sea  or  land?  1 
challeii^  the  gentleman  to  tbe  test  ot  patriotbm  which 
the  army  roll,  the  navy  lists,  and  tbe  treasury  books, 
ftffbrdf  8ir«  they  who  revile  ^s  for  our  opposition  to 
the  lent  war  have  looked  only  to  tbe  surfrce  of  things. 
Tbcy  little  know  the  extremities  of  suffering  which  tbe 
people  of  Idassacbusetts  bore  at  that  period,  out  of  at- 
tacbmeot  to  the  Union'— their  families  beggared,*  tbipir 
fathers  and  aooa  bleeding  in  campa  or  pining  in  foreign 
pnsona.  They  forget  that  not  a  field  was  marshalled  on 
this  «de  of  the'Dsountains,  in  which  the  men  of  Massa- 
choaeCte  did  not  play  their  part,  as  became  their  sires, 
■ad  ibeir  blood  fetched  from  meitle  of  war  proof.  Tbey 
battled  and  bled  wherever  battle  was  fought  or  blood 
diawn.  Nor  only  by  land.  I  ask  tbe  gentleman,  who 
fooght  yoor  naval  battles  in  tbe  U&st  war?  Who  led  you 
on  to  Tictory  after  victory  on  tbe  ocean  and  the  lakes? 
Wtioae  waa  tbe  triumphant  prowess  before  which  the 
Red  Crom  of  England  paled  with  unwonted  shames? 
Were  they  not  men  of  New  Engbmd?  Were  tbese  not 
feremoft  in  thoae  maritime  encounters  which  humbled 
the  pride  and  the  power  of  Great  Britain  ^  I  appeal  to 
lay  coUeagne  before  me,  from  our  common  county  of 
bnve  old  fisseX'-^l  appeal  to  my  respected  collesgues 
from  tbe  ahorea  of  the  OldXolony.  Wss  tb^re  a  villa^ 
ora  hamlet  on  KsssactMiaetta  bav  which  did  not  gather  its 
hsrdy  aeamea  to  msn  the  guiMecks  of  your  shipi  of 
war?  Did  they  not  rally  to  the  battle,  aa  men  flock  to 
afraat? 

[Mr.  CearxAS  here  rose  to  inske  a  point  of  order  aa 
to  ttie  rricTSincy  of  tbe  course  of  remark  pursued  by  Mr. 
Cirsenre.  *'  Go  on!  go  on!'*  was  exclaimed  in  different 
psrta  of  the  House. 

Hr.  Dawaoa  rose  and  aaid:  Let  him  go  on.  He  h 
iliaetradn^  the  rcaulca  of  our  glorious  constitutipn, 
and  tbuB  showing  the  folly  and  imprudence  of  dis^ 
caamg  qoeations  and  matters  that  have  a  tendency  to 
dismlre  or  destroy  this  noble  Union.'  I  hope  be  will  be 
beard. 

The  SrxAKBB  said,  addressing ,,  Mr.  CusHme,  thst, 
^faoat  wishing  to  limit  tbe  feasonsble  freedom  of  de- 
btte,  be  (tbe  Speaker  J  would  suggest  to  tbe  gentleman 
the  propriety  of  not  enlarging  too  much  tbe  range  of  tbe 
£scaaaaon.] 

Mr.  CvsBEVG,  resuming  the  floor,  proceeded  to  ssy 


that  be  submitted  implicitly,  as  he  was  wont  to  do,  to 
the  intimation  of  the  Chair.  He  would,  therefore,  paas 
over  several  other  topics*  pertinent  to  tbe  immediate 
issue,  which  be  should  willingly  have  touched,  and 
would  hasten  to  conclude.  He  was  perfectly  conscious 
of  tbe  fact  indicated  by  the  gentleman  from  Ahkbams, 
[Mr.  Cravmav,]  that  the  discussion  bad  wandered  very 
far  from  tbe  precise  point  of  tbe  resolution  before  tbe 
House. 

,  But  who  tsaid  Mr.  C.)  introduced  these  foreign  mat* 
ters  Into  the  debate?  Was  it  my  honorable  colleague  or 
myself  ?  Sir,  1  am  acting  strictly  on  the  defensive  in 
the  whole  sffair.  I  am  replying  to  precise  allegations 
made  on  the  6tber  side  of  the  House,  ft  is  not  my  fault 
if  they  are  wide  of  the  mark.  I  repeat,  that  what  I  say 
I  say  in  pure  defence.  Such,  at  any  rate,  has  been  my 
dteire,  my  earnest  intention.  I  speak  unreflectingly, 
without  prepamtion,  on  tbe  impulse  of  tbe  moment.  I 
uller  the  spoataneoiis  outpourings  of  a  full  heart.  I  can- 
not stop, to  measure  my  syllables.'  But  if,  in  the  whole 
course  of  my  remarks,  I  have  departed  in  the  least  de- 
gree from  tbe  legitimate  course  of  reply,  it  has  been 
contrary  to  my  purpose.-  If  1  have  said  one  word  in  tbe 
nature  of  attack  on  any  member  of  this  assembly,  or  any 
part  of  the  countiy,  I  now  unsay  it,  once  for  all,  distinct- 
ly, emphatically,  in  tbe  face  of  the  whole  House.  I  ten- 
der my  sincere  thanks  to  tbe  free-hearted  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Dawsov,]  who,  while  he  differs 
with  me  upon  the  merits  of  tbe  case,  yet  comes  forward 
to  invoke  tor  me  a  fair  field.  I  appreciate  hia  generos- 
ity. I  desire,  also,  to  express  my  deep  sensibility  for 
the  indulgent  favor  of  tbe  members  of  tbe  House  gen- 
erally, wha  have  permitted  to  me  the  opportunity  of 
defending  at  such  length  tbe  institutions  and  tbe  char- 
acter of  my  State. 

And,  in  concluaion,  I  beseech  the.House  to  pardon  me, 
if  I  may  have  kindled  on  this  subject  into  something  of 
unseemly  ardor.  I  cannot  sit  tamely  by,  in  humble  ac- 
quiescent silence,  n^ben  reflections,  which  I  know  to  be 
unjust,  are  oast  on  tbe. faith  and  honor  of  Massachusetts. 
Had  I  suflfbred-them  to  passwithout  admonition,  I  should 
have  deemed  that  the  disembodied  spirits  of  ber  depart- 
ed cbildren,  from  their  asbes  mingled  with  the  dust  of 
evenr  stricken  field  of  tbe  Revolution,  from  their  bones 
mooiidering  to  the  consecrated  earth  of  Bunker's  Hill, 
of  Saratoga,  of  Monmouth,  would  start  up  in  visible 
shape  before  me,  to  cry  shame  on  me  their  recreant 
Countryman.  Sir,  I  have  roamed  through  the  world,  to 
fipd  hearts  nowhere  warmer  than  hers,  soldiers  nowhere 
braver,  patriots  nowhere  purer,  wives  and  mothers  no- 
where truer,  maidens  nowhere  lovelier,  |^een  valleys 
and  bright  rivers  nowhere  greener  or.  brighter;  and  I 
will  not  be  silent  when  I  bear  her  patriotismor  her  truth 
questioned  with  ao  much  aa  a  whiaper  of  detraction. 
Living,  I  will  defend  hert  trying,  I  would  paose  in  my 
last  expiring  breath,  to  utteroi  prayer  of  fond  remem- 
bmnce  for  my  native  New  England. 

*  Such  as  the  allegation,  made  by  Mr.  Txomvsox,  that 
**  mainly  on  New  England  rests  the  responsibility  of  the 
great  importation  of  slaves  into  tbe  country."  To  thia 
it  is  obvious  to  reply^  in  tbe  first  place,  bv  denying  the 
fact.  Furthermore,  if  men  of  New  England,  in  those 
times  when  tbe  slsve  trade  was  lawful,  were  to  be  found 
participating  in  it,  tbey  did  so  in  defisnce  of  the  good 
opinions  of  their  countrymen,  just  as  land  pirates  now 
defraud  tbe  Indians  of  tbe  South.  And,  at  any  rate, 
Massscbusetts  did  not  furnish  s  market  for  the  human 
merchandise.  At  an  early  period,  tbe  colony  of  Masaa- 
chusetts  prohibited  slavery  except  in  the  case  of  prison- 
ers of  wart  bondage  was  never  transmissible  m  that 
State  by  birthi  and  it  was  abolished  by  tbe  first  line  of 
ber  constitution. 
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When  Mr.  Cusaiife  had  concluded, 

Mr.  FRENCH  obtained  the  floor,  andiAtimated  hia  de- 
sire to  addreM  the  House;  but  not  feeling  himself  ca- 
pable*  at  this  late  hour,  of  aubmittinf^  hia  remarks,  he 
would,  he  said,  be  glad  if  the  House  would  indulge  him 
with  an  ac^ournmentt  mnd  be  made  that  motion. 

Mr.  GAMBRELENG  called  for  the  yeaa  and  nays; 
which  were  refused. 

And  the  question  being  tsken,  the  motion  to  adjourn 
was  decided  in  the  afiirmatiret  Aytt  101,  noes  34. 

So,  at  6  o'clock,  the  House  adjourned. 

WaBiriaDAT,  Fxbbuabt  8* 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  rose  tnd  remarked 
that,  as  this  was  the  day  set  apart  for  the  special  order, 
(on  the  election  of  Treistdent  and  Vice  President  of 
the  United  Stales,^  he  would  submit  to  the  judgment 
of  the  House  whether  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  pass 
oferthe  question  of  privilege  (on  the  resolution  of  cen« 
sure  upon  Mr.  Adams)  then  under  consideration,  Tor  the 
present,  and  either  pass  to  the  orders  oF  the  day,  and 
take  up  the  business  on  the  Speaker's  table,  or  give  the 
committees  an  opportunity  of  making  reports  during  the 
morning  hour.  He  hoped  this  might  be  done  without 
any  special  motion  to  that  effect.  For  himself  he  would 
prefer  that  the  House  would  consent  to  the  presentation 
of  reports. 

The  CHAIR  remarked  that  he  bad  t^o  messages  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  several  executive 
communications,  which  would  be  first  in  order.  , 

Mr.  GHOLSON  objected,  on  the  ground,  he  said,  that 
he  was  desirous  of  having  the  business  before  the  House 
first  disposed  of. 

The  CHAIR  did  not  und^atand  the  suggestions  of  thtf  j 
gentleman  from  Ohio  ap  contemplating  an  extension  of ' 
the  postponement  of  the  privileged  qucaUon  beyond  the 
morning  hour.  <*      ^  ^ 

itatid  ^^^^^^^  ^^  objecting,  on  the  ground  above 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rule, 
lor  the  purpose  of  submitting  a  motion  to  postLione  the 
question  of  privilege  under  consiaeration  t>U  the  aptcial 
ordtr  of  the  day  was  disposed  of* 

Mr.  GHOLSON  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  buiuhey 
were  not  ordered.  /•»    ul    u  j 

The  motion  to  suspend  was  agreed  to,  as  vas .  also 

wJfL.°»P!f'^°"'*  ^'^e  ^"«»*ion  of  pririlege,  severs  J  ly, 
Without  a  division. 

The  SPEAKER  then  laid  before  the  House  sevi  *^ 
executive  communications. 

Several  bills  were  rejiortcd,  twice  read,  and  referrc  rd. 

ELECTION  OF  PRESU^ENT  AND  VICE   PRES  I- 
DENT  OF  TRE   UNITED  QTATES. 

fo7th-  'it'**^A*'«^»y fPw''*"y  "et  apart  bya joint  resolution 

SLriJL^!."'^-*^*V°"^^^  '"  joint  mietin/j,  for  the 
purpose  of  openingand  counting  the  electoral  vo tea  giveu 

tt  U^ire^Jtlt'e::^''^'  ^--^^-^  -^  Vice.Pn..idfnrcJ 

h«^I"n.!?.^^»^*^®  ^\^  ^^^  ^^ur  hiid  nearly  elapsed. 
t^Sn  t?fhe  nrd^.~P°""K^  l"  i"*!"''^  ^«  '^^  Chair.  inW- 
bv  the  rLZZ ZZ^'^^ *,*!? ^^"»** •^'^"Jd be  received 

the  Arptv.1  nftk^  1,-...!  f  """»5»  »orae  short  tin  ie  before 
me  arrival  of  the  hour,  to  aend  a  measaee  to  thi  •  Senate 

£«  HaJd  u^c'^^^^^^^^^      •'^*  «°^«  ^"  for  I  ,he  mem- 

co!Ii^^liIJ2^."*Sl^^^^^^  ^^i''^  ^^^  ^^*«»  we   re  being 
•of  IhiSialL  •^"»**««'  «o  »h«  privilege  of  -  the  floor 


Mr.  JARVIS  objected. 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  of  Manaehusetts^  moved  a  ras- 
pension  of  the  rulet  agreed  tot  Ayea  HI,  noes  not 
counted;  and  Mr.  Pattov's  bioImmi  waa  agreed  to  with* 
out  a  division* 

Mr.  ANTHONY  inquired  if  il  waaiieceanry  to  nofe 
that  a  committee  wait  upon  the  Senate;  and,  if  10^ 
whether  the  chairman  of  the  aelect  eoaiimttee  on  the 
Bub|ect  should  appoint  a  attb-conmittee,  or  the  Speaker 
of  the  Houae. 

The  CHAIR  stated,  in  reply,  that  epon  eveiy  eeeasioB 
of  thia  kind,  with  a  tingle  ezeeption,  the  mvariable 
course  bad  been  to  aend  a  menage  le  the  Senate  by  the 
Clerk.  In  one  instance  onlf  the  oie— gr  bad  been 
tranamitted  by  a  committee  of  two  members  of  the 
House,  who  were  also  appointed  to  eonduet  the  Seaaia 
into  the  halM  but  that  WM  a  departure  froei  the  femMr 
practice. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  moved  that  a  metstfT^  be  then  lent  to 
the  Senate  by  the  Clerk,  notifying  that  body  that  the  Howe 
was  in  readiness  to  receive  them,  and  count  the  vofcsfor 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  CHAIR  aUted,  before  putting  the  question,  tbtf 
thciseats  on  the  right  of  the  Speaker's  chair  had  been 
provided  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Senate,  and  otben 
provided  for  the  members  to  which  they  belonged. 
^  Mr.'  Aittrokt's  motion  was  then  put  and  sgreed  to. 
-  The  Clerk  accordingly  left  the  House;  the  Scnite 
shortly  after  entered  the  half,  with  the  President  of  the 
Senate,  the  Hon.  Wiluak  R.  Ktvo,  of  Alabimi,  at 
their  head,  preceded  by  the  Secretary  and  the  Sergeant. 
al-arms  of  th«  Senate,  and  were  received  at  the  door  of 
the  ha)I,  and  conducted  to  the  seat  aasigned  then  by  the 
Sergeant«at-arms  of  the  House  of  RepresenUtives,  ail  the 
members  being  uncovered,  and  rising  in  their  pla'fcei. 

When  the '  Senators  had  Uken  the  seats  assigned 
them,  and  the  President  of  the  Senate  had  seated  hto- 
aelf  at  the  right  of  the  Speaker,  the  tellers  took  their 
seats  at  the  Clerk's  table. 

Thetellera  were— for  the  Senate,  the  Hon.  Fttn 
GauHSTt  for  the  House  of  Representatjves,  the  Hon. 
FaiHcis  Thovas  and  the  Hon..LsTi  Liscoiff. 

The  PRESIDENT  OP  THE  SENATE  then  rose  ind 
said: 

.  The  two  Houses  being  now.  convened  for  the  purpwe 
of  counting  the  electoral  votes  of  the  several  SUtet  for 
Preaident  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States  the 
President  of  the  Senate  will,  in  pursuance  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  constitution,  proceed  to  open  the  fotei 
and  deliver  them  to  the  tellera,  in  order  that  tbey  oty 
be  counted. 

I  now  present  to  the  tellera  the  electoral  fote  oflhe 
State  of  Maine.  ^ 

The  tellera  then  counted  the  votes,  and  announced 
them;  severally,  in  their  order,  the  same  form  bij'ng 
been  observed  in  every*  case;  the  tellers  alio  reading 
the  qualifications  of  the  electors,  and  the  certificatei  01 
tbeir  elections.  >  . 

He  then  announced  the  result,  as  reported  by  tbe  tei- 
lers,  as  follows: 

IbrPruidmtoftke  OhUidSlaUt, 


For  MAariir  Vaw  Buasir,  of  New  York— 

If  the  votes  of  Michigan  be  counted 

If  the  votes  of  Michigan  be  not  counted  - 

For  WiLtiAM  HaiTRt  HAVazaoir,  of  Ohio  - 

For  IluoK  I^Awaov  White,  of  Tenneaaee  - 

For  Dahiil  Wkbstsii,  of  Maasachusetts    - 

1 7or  WiiLiB  P.  Mavovm,  of  North  Carolina 

It  therefore  appears  (continued  the  P«s'°'"*^j",  J 
w  ere  the  votes  of  Michigan  to  be  counted,  the  rew 

w  ould  be,  for  Mabtik  Vait  Buaair,  for  PpW'*'*"*;^!^ 

est  if  the  votes  of  Michigan  be  not 
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eoooted,  Minnr  Vaii  Bvssv  tlien  hu  167  votei.  In 
citker  eventf  llABm  Vav  Bi7BJtv»  off  New  Tork»  is 
eteoled  Present  of  (be  United  Statetf  mmI  I  therefore 
dcdirt  th»t  Mabtiv  Vas  Bv»m«,  huriiig  reoeired  e 
onjority  of  the  whole  number  of  elcetoni  votfe%  is  do(y 
cketed  Proideot  of  the  United  States  for  four  yesrsi 
eoamiciiciiijf  the  4Ui  day  of  March*  1837. 

TbcPSESlDENT  OF  THB  9ENATE  thenanaouncad 
the  fotet  for  Vice  President  of  the  United  Slatcst  as  re* 
fwted  t>j  the  teller^  as  follows: 
For  RicaiiB  VL  Jeavsov,  of  Kentaeky— 

iMlMvotesof  Michigan  be  counted   •  *        147 

Ifthevotcsof  Michigan  be  not  counted   '  144 

ForPiAscnGsAVOBm,  offNew  Ycfrk    •  •  77 

For  JoivTrun*  of  Virginia  '•  -  -  •       47 

For  WiKUAV  SMiTBy  of :  Alabanm         •  •         S3 

it  iherefiNe  appeers(oentimied  the  Presideni>  that» 
were  ihc  totes  of  Michigan  county,  the  highest  num- 
ber of  Totes  for  Vice  Preeideat  of  the-^United  SUtes 
ffwld  be  147{  and  if  those  votes  be  not  eounted,  the 
hiRbett  nambw  of  Totes  for  that  office  will  he  144. 
Bot,  in  either  erent^  no  person  has  received  a  majority 
of  the  eteetoral  votea  for  Vice  President  of  the  United 
^^i  tnd  I  do  therefore  declare  thati  no  person  having 
reeetied  meh  msjority,  no  person  liss  been  elected  to 
tbit office;  that  Ricbarb  M.  J«>]raov«  of  Keotuelty«'«nd 
PI19CIS  Gbabobb,  of  New  York,  are  the  two  highest 
oRtlKliiti  and  It  now  derolvcs  on  the  Senate  of  the 
I^Mted  Stfttesi  ss  provided  in  the  constitution,  from 
1^  two  peieona  to-  elect  a  Viee  President  of  the  Uai» 
tedSittes. 
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The  PBBSIDBNTOFTHfi  S£NAT£  then  announc- 
ed  that  the  object  for  which  the  two  Mouses  were  at* 
sembled,  under  the  constitutiont  had  been  accomplished^ 
and  that  the  Senators  would  retire  to  their  chamber  in 
order. 

The  Senators  then  rote  and  retired  in  the  order  they 
came,  the  members  of  the  House  rising  (o  their  plaMS 
and  remaining  uncovered. 

Mr.  THOMAS,  from  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
House  of  Representative^  to  Join  such  committee  as 
might  be  appoioied  on  th»  part  of  the  Senate,  to  ascer* 
tain  and  report  a  mode  of  examining  the  votes  for  Pres- 
ident and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and  of 
notifying  the  persons  elected  of  their  election^  reported : 

That  the  joint  committee,  in  further  execution  of  the 
duties  with  which  they  were  charged  by  the  two  Houses 
of  GongTMs^  hare  agreed  to  the  following  resolution,  in 
which  their  committee  recommend  to  the  House  of  Rep* 
resentativea  to  cdneurt 

Retoimdt  That  a  committee  of  one  member  of  the 
Senate  be  appointed  by  that  body,  to  join  a  committee 
of  two  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  be 
appointed  hy  that  House,  to  wsit  on  Habtib  Vab  Bu« 
BBW,  of  New  iTork,  and  notify  him  that  he  has  been  duly 
elec^d  President  of  the  United  States  for  four  years, 
eomoMopiog  with  the  4th  day  of  March,  1837. 

The  above  resolution  having  been  eonoorred  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GLASCOCK, 

The  Moose  adjourned. 

Tbubsdat,  Fbbbitabt  9. 

CE^^SURE  OF  MR.  ADAMS. 

The  CHAIR  announced  theuilfimshed  business,  being 
the  question  of  privile|pe  Uivolved  in  the  eonsideretion 
of  the  foilowtngTesoiutions  in  reUlion  to  Mr.  Abaxs* 

'  The  original  resolution  moved  by  Mr.  W.  Tnoxrsoir 
was  'modified  by  him,  at  the  silggestion  of  Mr.  Dbox- 
eeou,  as  foflowsi 

**  1.  Jimohted,  That  the  Hon.  Jobb  Qvibot  Abaxs,  a 
member  of  this  HoCne,  by  stating,  in  his  plaoe,  that  he 
had  in  his  pomessimi  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  petition 
from  slaves,  and  inquiring  if  it  came  within  the  meaning 
of  a  resolution  heretofore  adopted,  (as  preliminary  to  its 

Eresentation,)  has  given  color  to  the  idea  that  alavea 
ave'the  right  of  petition,  and* of  hia  readinem  to  be 
their  organ  i  and  that  for  the  lame  he  deserves  the  cen- 
sure of.  this  Hoose» 

**2.  Reaohidt  That  the  aforesaid  Jonir  Q.  Adaxb 
receive  a  censure  from  the  Spesker,  in  the  presence  of 
the^House  of  Representatives." 
'  Mr.  Btbvx  had  offered  the  following,  aa  a  substitute: 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  "  Mmked^'*  and  insert, 
"  That  an  attempt  to  present  any  petitiori  or  memorial 
from  any  slave  or  slaves,  or  free  negro^  from  sny  part  of 
the  Union,  is  a  contempt  of  the  House,  and  calculated 
to  embroil  it  in  a  strife  and  confusion  incompatible  with 
the  dignity  of  the  bodyi  and  that  any  member  guilty  of 
the  same  justly  subjects  himself  to  the  eensure  of  the 
House. 

**  Resohedf  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  mquire 
into  the  fact  whether  any  such  attempt  has  been  made 
by  any  member  of  this  House,  and  report  the  same  to 
the  House  as  soon  as  practicable." 

The  question  immediately  pending  was  the  following 
amendment  to  the  amendment,  moved  by  Mr.  Pattov: 

••  Rttohed^  That  tbe  right  of  petition  docs  not  belong 
to  slaves  of  this  Union;  that  no  petition  from  them  can 
be  presented  to  this  House  without  derogating  from  the 
rigbU  of  the  slaveholding  States  and  endangering  th9 
integrity  of  the  Union. 

**  Brnhftd^  That  erery  member  who  shsll  hcresfter 
present  any  such  petition  to  this  House  ought  to  be 
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coni^dered  m  regardlett  of  the  feelingf  of  (hit  Houie» 
the  rifchtt  of  the  Sooth,  end  en  enemy  to  the  Union. 

••Baohedt  Thet  the  Hon.  Joav  Q.  Adams  hiving 
tolemnhr  ducluroed  e  design  of  doing  any  thing  dtt- 
respectful  to  the  House  in  the  inquiry  he  msde  of  the 
Bpeeker  ti  to  the  petition  purporting  to  be  from 
slavei^  tnd  haTing  avowed  hit  intentioB  not  to  of- 
fer to  present  the*  petition  if  the  House  was  of  opinion 
that  it  ought  not  to  be  presented— therefore,  all  rarther 
proceedings  as  to  his  eonduet  now  cesie.'' 

Mr.  PRBNCH.  being  einitled  to  the  Boor,  addressed 
the  House  as  followu 

Mr.  Speaker:  Nothing  but  a  sense  of  dutyoouU  in- 
duce me  to  trouble  the  House  upon  this  delicate  and  ex* 
citing  question.  As  an  evidence,  here  and  elsewhere,  of 
my  disposition  not  to  consume  the  time  of  the  House,  X 
need  only  refer  to  my  uniform  silence  dering  the  pres* 
ent  session.  I  tros%  then,  sir,  that  the  few  considers'* 
tions  which  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  submit  to  the  House  and 
the  country  will  be  attributed  to  their  proper  motives. 

The  question  of  the  abolition  of  slavery  by  Congress 
is  one,  sir,  which  I  had  considered  so  fully  settled  by 
the  compromises  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
as  not  to  be  deemed  a  debateable  question.  I  hsd  en- 
tertained the  hope  that  such  would  be  the  judgment  of 
this  House.  And  when,  sir,  the  first  abolition  petitton- 
received  at  the  commencement  of  the  last  session  was 
promptly,  and  without  debate,  laid  iipon  the  ubie,  upon 
the  yeas  and  nays,  by  a  large  msjority  of  this  House,  I 
considered  the  question  as  wisely  and  prudently  put  to 
rest.  The  publtp  jourqals  and  the  country-  at  large 
hailed  that  decision  in  .the  same  light.  JBut,  sir^  in  this 
most  reasonable  expectation^  we  have  all  been  disap- 
pointed. 

The  many  scenes  of  excitement  which  we  have  expe- 
rienced in  this  House,  growing  out  of-  t)>e  agitatioa  of 
the  subject,  have  gone  to  the  country.  The  numerous 
petitions  and  memorials  praying  for  the  abolition  of  sla- 
very, on  days  set  apart  by  the*^  rules  of  the  House  for 
the  presentation  of  petitions,  haie  tieen  made  to  cut  such 
a  figure  as  to  exclude.  In  a  great  measure,  petitions 
upon  all  other  subjects,  and  thus  other  and  necessary - 
business  has  been  neglected. 

For  one,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  had  determined  not  to  take 
any  part  in  the  diseuMione  upon  this  subject i  but  be- 
lieving that  dtscunien  cannot  be  prevented,  and  that  we 
from  the  elave  States  ought  not  any  longer  to  forbear 
asstrting  our  rights,  I  have  resolved  to  break  my  silence, 
and,  in  behalf  of  those  who  sent  me  here,  to  contend  lor 
them. 

In  doing  this,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  shall  not  be  unm^dful 
of  the  rights  and  feelings  of  honorable  members  on  this 
floor,  nor  of  that  temperance  which  should  character- 
ize the  discussion. 

Sir,  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  is  the  work 
of  the  wisest  heads  and  the  best  hearts.  The  liberties 
of  this  people  coat  much  blood  and  treasure;  and  those 
who  best  knew  their  coat,  and  therefore  could  best  ap« 
preciate  their  worth,  endeavored  to  preserve  and  per- 
petuate them.  For  this  purpose  Government  was  in- 
stituted. 

At  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  slave- 
ry existed  in  the  States.  And  are  we  of  this  sge  better 
than  those  who  waded  through  the  Revolution?  Might 
we  iiot  bear  with  slavery  as  they  did>  Did  they  n&t  rec- 
ognise the  righl  of  property  in  slaves,  and  guaranty  it 
by  that  Instrument?  Can  Congress  break  through  those 
guarantees,  and  abolish  slavery } 

[The  SvaAKim  suggested  that  the  debate  on  this  sub- 
ject had  heretofore  taken  a  wide  range,  and  he  felt  it 
his  duty  to  confine  it  as  much  as  possible  to  the  resolu- 
tions under  consideration.  He  did  not  think  the  con- 
stitutional question  could  be  otherwise  alluded  to  than 


incidentally.  He  woAld,  howevfr,  remark  that  hii  in. 
terposition  was  not  to  be  considered  as  ia^Mitinf;  to  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  a  depatture  frosn  the  opin- 
ion now  suggested*  but  as  a  notice  to  the  Hoose  of  tba 
limits  within  Which  the  discussion  ought  to  beeonftned.] 

I  coneor,  sir,  in  the  opinion  as  expressed  bj  the 
Chair,  and  do  not  design  discussing  that  question,  hot 
only  intend  to  refer  to  the  oonalitution  inddentany,  and 
aa  necessarv  to  the  understanding  of  the. views  which  I 
feel  it  my  duty  t6  submit.  Sir,  1  beg  leave  to  read  the 
preamble  of  the  conatttution  of  the  United  Statm: 

•'  We  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to 
fofim  a  noiore  perfect  union,  establish  justice,  insure  do* 
mestic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the  common  defesoe, 
promote  the  general  welfare,-  and  secure  the  blewiogi 
of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity,  do  ordain  and 
establish  thla  cooftitution  for  the  United  SUtes  of  Ame^ 


ica^ 


•• 


This  preamble  declares  that  we  the  people,  in  order 
to  secure  the  Blessmgs  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our 
posterity,  do  ordain  and  establish  this  constitution.  Yei, 
sir,  the  States,  by  their  delegates  in  the  federal  convea« 
tion,  made  th^  ponit'ittttion,  and  the  people  of  the  SUtes 
adopted  it«  amS,  therefore,  it  is  the  constitution  of  the 
people.  But,  sir,  it  is  Important  to  inquire  who  are 
embraced  t>ythe  expressions  In  that  instrument,  **  ve 
the  people,"  and'*  the  people."  The  people  of  the 
several  States  choose  the  members  of  this  House.  The 
right  of  **  the  people  to  be  secure  In  their  penooi. 
houses,  papers^  and  eflTects,  against  unreasonable  seirchei 
and  seixures,  shall  not  be  violated." 

•*  The  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  SUtei, 
nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the.  Statea,  are  reserved  to  the 
States,  respectively,  or  to  the  people."  Wht^  lben,irt 
embraced  by  "we  the  people,"  and  "the  peoplef 
Those,  Mv.  Speaker,  who  ordained  %nd  established  the 
constitution,  and  their  posterity— citixens  only*  I  vill 
also  read  from  the  constitution  the  following  claase: 

«<  Representatives  and  direct  Uxes  shall  be  apportioo- 
ed  among  the  several  States  which  may  be  included 
within  the  Union,  according  to  their  respective  num- 
bers, which  shall  be  determined  by  adding  to  the  vbole 
'number  of  free  persons,  including  those  bound  to  ler- 
vice  for  a  term  of  years,  and  excluding  Indians  sot  ux- 
ed,  three  fifths  of  all  other  persona." 

Sir,  1  read  this  clause  to  show  the  basis,  contaioed  lo 
the  constitution,  upoq  wtich  the  right  of  ^  the  people 
to  federal  representation  depends,  and  by  which  it  n 
secured,  and  to  prove  that  if  the  abolitionists  succeed  lo 
the  accomplishment  of  their  object^  they  destroy  this 
very  basisj  and  overturn  the  Government.  Suppose, 
for  exsmple*  that  three  fifths  of  the  slaves  of  Louin^n^ 
\rere  equal  in  numbers  to  the  whole  white  populhttoo 
of  that  Sttte.  In  such  case,  one  half  of  the  memhers  of 
Congress  in  the  House  of  Representatives  would  be 
based  upoA  the  slave  population  of  that  State.  If*  theRi 
slavery  in  that  SUte  were  abolished  by  Congresi,  the 
State  would  lose  its  right,  as  now  guarantied  to  it  by 
the  constitution.  That  right  is,  that  the  people  of  the 
State  owning  slaves  as  private  property  at  the  adoption 
of  the  conatitution  shsll  be  entitled*  so  far  u  tbesctlon 
of  this  Government  Is  concerned,  to  a  continuance  of 
that  sUte  of  things,  to  wit:  to  the  right  of  property  in 
slaves,  and  to  the  right  of  represenUtion  based  upon 
three  fifths  of  tbeml  If,  then.  Congress  wereto  abolish 
slavery  in  that  State,  this  fundamenUl  right  of  the  slare 
SUtes  would  be  destroyed  or  cut  ofTi  for  they  woold 
have  no  right  to  keep  the  slaves  within  their  lioitsi 
but,  being  free,  they  would  go  where  they  plessed. 

This  provision  of  the  constitution  does  not  let  in  the 
slaves  as  participants  in  federah  representation,  nor  as 
entitled  to* such  representation,  but  is  a  provision  for 
the  benefit  of  those  who  ordamed   and  esUblisbcd  the 
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eomtitotion,  and  their  poilcrity— >for  the  benefit  of  citi- 

zcMonlf* 

Hid  luures  toy  Toice  in  ordftining  or  etieblitliing  the 
eoutitatkmf  Did  any  of  them  vote  for  delegates  td 
lof  of  the  eoBventiofit?  Were  eoy  of  them  elected,  or 
Itfilly  qttaKfied  either  to  vote  or  be  elected?  Are  env 
tftbem  DOW  lo  queli&ed  or  eatUled?  No»  iir»  for  ai- 
(iMNigh  tbey  are  human  beingi,  or«.aa  denominated  in 
the  comtHulion,  peraont,  they  were  and  are  regarded 
in  thtt  initrainent  as  property.  They  therefore  have 
no  pofitial  rights  secured  to  them  by  the  constitution 
of  tlie  Uoilcd  SUtes. 

Sir,  vbst  vouki  the  people  to  the  North  and  Bast 
tkiok,  if  ve  from  the  alave  States  were  to  petition  Con* 
pta  to  deprive  I  hem  of  one  half  of  their  jigfat,  as  now 
lecared  to  tbem  by  the  oonatitutiony  lo  representation 
IB  tke  Congress  of  the  United  States— by  excluding 
from  the  computation  of  their  federal  numberaone  half 
of  tbcir  population  ^  Would  they  not  think  and  say  we 
vere  eneiaics  to  the  Union?  Would  they  not  say  we 
were  jeopsrding.all  their  rights— -civil,  political  and  re- 
fifiow}  Would  they  not  say  we  wquld,  if  soccessfol  in 
(nrobjecti,  overtorn  the  Government?  Would  they 
Mt  ctU  upon  us  to  stop?  Would  they  not  point  out  to 
o  their  rightsi  ss  guarantied  by'  the  oonstttution ?  Would 
tJKjr  oo(  urge  upon  us  the  -compromises  of  the  constilu* 
(ioaf  Would  they  not  insist  that  we  fhould  Jive  up  to 
our  bargain  with  them?  And  would  Jtbey  not  have  reason 
M  tbeir  side?  Tea,  sir,  all  this  they  could  and  would  do. 

May  we  whose  rightsi  are  thus  sssailed^^  as.  we  con*' 
ceivf,  bjr  the  abolitionists,  not  make  these  appeals  to 
thenf  May  we  not  call  upon  honorable  members  from 
the  North  and  East,  when  they  return  home,  lo  ezpUin 
to  their  people  the  fearful  and  ruinous  consequences 
villi  vhicb,  a  they  persevere,  they  threaten  the  coun- 
tryf  To  tell  them  «•  we  the  people"  of  the  United 
^tet  ire  one  great  political  family,  possessing  equal 
nghta  and  prif  ilegesf  of  our  desire  to  live  in  peace;  and 
tathiiend,  whilst  we  concede  to  them  the  right  to  enjoy, 
Bumoieated  bv  us,  all  their  right^  we  claim  from  them 
^reciproeil  right   to' the  undisturbed  enjoyment  of 

The  view  of  the  .constitution,  Mr.  Speaker,  which  I 
hnt  endeavored  to  present,  is  conclusive  against  the 
f^t  of  Congress  to  mterfere  in  any  manner  whatever 
vithiknryio  theStatest  for  that  which  the  const itu- 
^  Cunnties  to  the  SUtes,  of  right  belongs^  to  the 
Btato^  isd  is  beyond  the  reach  of  the  powera  of  Con- 
PM  to  take  away;  alavery,  therefore,  and  the  question 
^ibofiijoQ,  are  queations  which  beking  to  the  States 
vooe  within  whose  limits  slavery  exists. 

Another  of  the  purposes  for  which  1  have  exhibited 
thiiviev  of  the  constitution  is  the  better  to  enable  u* 
^  ^eide  the  question,  to  whom  does  the  right  f  o  peti- 
Jion  the  Government  for  a  redress  of  grievances  belong? 
i  aaintain  that  *'  we  the  people,"  ••  the  people,"  citi- 
^^onlyi  possess  the  right  of  petition  under  this  Gov- 
''■■cst*  Those,  sir,  who  ordained  and  ealablished  the 
ci«Kitvtion,  snd  their  posterity-^those  who  are  entitled 
^Rpreiented  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
^^9  iaahortft  whose  moral  property  the  Government  is. 

The  ri|ht  of  petition  belongs  to  the  people  in  their 
l^ign  cspadty.  It  grows  out  of,  and  appertains  tOb 
^  (Joeirine  of  self-government.  It  is  a  right  .that  ac- 
^Ptnies  the  right  of  representation*  The  right  of 
P*^tioQ  and  the  right  of  representation  may,  therefore, 
^  <leiiomtnated  kindred  rights.  The  right  of  petition, 
""^^uwell  said  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Mas- 
l^hoieiia  who  last  addrea»ed  the  House  on  these  reso- 
^Wi  [Mr.  Cirsmvo,]  is  a  right  reserved  by  the  peo- 
PJ^  tod  is  not  granted'  by  the  constitution  to  them. 
jwi  reierred  right  is  only  guarantied  by  the  conatitu« 
^'  It  is  a  right  reserved  by  the  people,  the  better  to 


enable  tbem  to  real«se,  at  the.  hands  of  their  representa- 
tives, the  benefits  of  representation— the  benefits  of  le- 
gislation. It  is,  therefore,  a  sacred  right,  and  should  bo 
so  regarded.  As  the  right,  therefore,  to  petition  the 
Government  for  a  redress  of  grievances  belongs  to  those 
who  are  entitled  to  be  represented  in  the  Congrem  of 
the  United  States,  it  ia  important  to  inquire  who  are  so 
entitled.  Sir,  all  the  citizens  living  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  are  not  on- 
ly entitled  to  be  represented  here,  but  are  represented i 
and  all  are  citisens  except  our  colored  population,  the 
Indian  tribes,  and  aliena.  Yes,  sir,  the  citizens  of  the 
States,  of  the  Territories,  and  of  the  Diatrict  of  Colum- 
bia, are  represented  here*  Every  member  of  this 
Mouse  is  a  representative  of  the  District,  and  so  cunsti* 
tuted  by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States.  The 
members  of  this  House,  notwithstanding  the  Tcrrltorits 
have  delegates  here,  also  represent  the  Territories. 

But,  siiv  It  msy  be  said  that  the  Indian  tribea  and 
foreignera  have  petitioned  this  Government  In  numerous 
inatanceat  and  that,  therefore,  the  practice  of  the  Gov- 
ernment eatabliahes  the  right  of  others,  who  are  not  cit- 
izens, to  petition  the  Government.  It  is  true,  sir,  that 
the  Indian  tribes  and  foreigners  have  petitioned  this 
Government;  but  this  was  tolerated  by  the  Government 
as  OMtter  of  favor,  and  not  of  right.  Thia  argument, 
drawn  from  the  practice  of  the  Government,  therefore 
fails.  Hence  the  conclusion  to  which  my  mind  is  con- 
ducted is,  that,  according  to  the  theory  of  our  Govern- 
ment, alaves,  who  are  not  citizens,  but  inhabitants  mere- 
Iv,  have  no  right  .to  petition  the  Government  for  a  re- 
dress of  their  grievancess  and  hence  the  further  conclu- 
jion  isb  that  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massscbu- 
aet'ts,  in  bringing  before  the  House  the  question  wheth- 
er slaves  hsve  the  right  of  petition,-  did  that  which  he 
had  no  right  to  do. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  .Masiacbusetts  [Mr. 
CosBxao]  who  kst  addressed  the  House  upon  these  res- 
olutions contended  that  the  right  of  petition  was  a  nat- 
ural Hght,  derived  from  our  Creatori  and,  being  a  natural 
right,  ao  derived,  belonged  to  all  human  beings.  If  that 
gentleman  meant  that  all  men  have  the  natural  right  to 
supplicate  the  Deity,  he  is  right.  If  he  meant  that  all 
men,,  while  in  a  state  of  nature,  had  the  right  to  petition 
their  fellow-beipgs  for  what  they  wanted,  he  is  right.  If 
he  meant  that  all  men,  in  their  peraonal  relations  and  in- 
tercourse<.have  the  same  right  now,  he  is  right.  But  if 
he  meant  that  ell  men  have  the  right  to  petition  the  Gov- 
e^'nment,  I  think  he  is  wrong.  - 

Sir,  ^bere  waa  a  time  when  civil  government  did  not 
exist;  and  how  can  a  man  be  said  to  have  a  nstural  right 
to  petition  a  political  being  who  had  no  voice  in  its  cre- 
ation—who is  neither  party  nor  privy  to  the  body  politic 
.  That  gentleman  waa  pkiased  also  to  favor  us  with  what 
he  termed  the  abstract  opinions  of  the  abolitionists- 
opinions  which,  as  he  said,  they  honestly  and  conscien- 
tiously entertained.  And  what  are  those  opinions?  That 
slavery  is,  in  the  abstract,  a  social,  moral,  and  political 
evil.  I  will  noV  Mr.  Speaker,  debate  the  queation 
whether  slavery  be  or  be  not,  in  the  abstract,  a  social, 
moral,  or  political  evil,  hut  1  refer  to  what  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  said  to  jirove  what  are  the  grievancea  of 
the  abolitioniata,  and  what  their  objectv.  Slavery,  ac- 
cording to  ihisexpoa^  of  their  views,  ia  their  grievance— 
universal  emancipation,  then,  must  be  their  object. 

If  I  hey  prevsil  in  that  object,  through  the  action  of 
Congress,  what  becomca  of  the  rights  of  the  slave  Stater, 
as  guarantied  to  them  by  the  conatitution'  What  be« 
comes  of  the  Government?  Sir,  it  is  plain  that  the  end 
of  theae  things,  if  auccesaful,  terminatea  in  the  overthrow 
of  the  Government.  Thia  view  of  the  subject,  therefore, 
has  also  an  unfortunate  bearing  upon  the  conduct  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  whom  it  ia  proposed  to  censure. 
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8ir»~tbe  biitory  of  tbolhion  pctitiofM  in  tfatt  House  do- 
ring  the  last  and  present  sessions  of  Congress,  tnd  of  the 
efforts  of  a  Urge  msjorits^of  this  House  to  avoid  the  agi- 
tation and  consequent  excitement,  here  and  elsewhere, 
of  this  dangerous  question,  are  known  to  this  House  and 
to  the  country.  1  wtU  not  attempt. to  repeat  them,  but 
wiU  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  resolution  of 
the  18th  of  Jsnuarf,  by  which  this  House  ordered  all 
-petitions,  memorials,  propositions,  and  papers,  relating 
to  sIsYery  or  the  abolition  of  sIsTery,  presented  to  the 
House,  to  be  received  and  laid  upon  the  table,  without 
being  printed  or  referred.    It  reads, as  followst  to  wit: 

**  Reaoivedp  That  all  petitions,  memorials,  resolutions, 
propositions,  or  papers,  relating  in  any  way,  or  to  any 
extent  whatever,  to  the  subject  of  slavery,  or  the  aboli* 
tion  of  slavery,  shall,  without  being  either  printed  of  de- 
ferred, be  laid  upon  the  table,  and  that  no  nirther  action 
whatever  shall  be  had  thereon." 

What,  sir,  was  the  object  of  thU  House  in^passing  this 
resolution?  It  was  to  give  peace  to  this  House  and  lh6 
country  on  this  exciting  qaesiion.  That  object  was 
known  to  us  sll.  It  was  known  to  the  honorable  gentle- 
man in  question.  His  conduct,  therefore,  in  bringing  be- 
fore the  House  the  question  of  the  right  of  slaves  to  pe- 
tition, by  inquiring  of  the  Chair  if  a  petition  from  slaves 
«ame  within  that  resolution,  defeats  the  object  of  the 
House,  and  is  disrespectful  to  the  House. 

The  terms  of  the  resolution  are  broad  and  contprehen- 
sivei  and,  considered  without  reference  to  those  to  whom 
the  right  of  petition  belongs,  the  ctrcuMStanceB' under 
which  It  was  adopted,  and  the  object  the  House  had  in 
view  by  its  passage,  would  be  construed  to  let  in  peti- 
tions and  papers  on  the  subjects  embraced  in  it  frcffn  all 
persons.  But  when  considered  in  reference  to  these  con- 
siderations, the  resolution  neither  enlarges  nor  sbridges 
the  right  of  petition.  It  leaves  the  rigfht  of  petition  U  it 
stood  before  its  passs^..  Doei  that  resolution,  .then,  en-' 
large  the  right  of  petition  r  The  House  did  dot  dream 
of  enlarging  the  right  of  petition.  Will  any  one  contend 
the  slaves  inhabiting  the  island  of  Cuba  hav^  a  right, 
under  the  resolution,  to  petition  this  House  f  Or  that  it 
gives  to  the  blacks  planted  at  Liberia  the  right  of  peti- 
tion? In  short,  does  it  confer  the  right  of  petition  to  all 
people?  Surely  not.  The  broadhess  of  the  resolution, 
then,  forms  no  justification  or  e|:cuse  for  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Massachuietts. 

Tbe  conclusion,  then,  Mr.  Speaker^  to  which  my  own 
sense  of  doty  eonductame,  is,  that  that  honorible  gentle- 
man, by  raising  the  question  of  the  right  of  slaves  tp  pe- 
tition this  House,  did  wrong— In  fact,  by  so  doing  threw 
a  firebrand  into  the  House,  in  eontempt  of  all  its  efforts 
to  allay  all  excitement  upon  this  subject,  and  espeeialty 
of  the  settled  judgment  of  the  House,  ss  expressed  by 
the  passage  of  the  resolution  of  the '18th  Januftry.  Thai 
he  has,  by  bis  conduct  in  question,  trifled  with  the 
House,  its  feelings  and  its  charncter^  and  therefore  ought 
to  be  censured.  In  voting  for  the  resolution  to  censOre 
that  honorable  gentleman,  I  shall  not  be  influenced  by 
any  unkind  or  unfriendly  feeling towaiids  him  personally. 
But,  sir,  whilst  I  feel  it  my  duty,  in  my  representative 
character,  to  disapprove  of  his  conduct,  I  shall  give  my 
vote  under  a  lively  sense  of  his  high  character  for  talents 
and  learning,  and  of  the  distinguished  ability  with  which 
he  has  discharged  the  important  duties  of'  the  high  and 
honorable  stations  which  he  has  filled  at  home  and 
abroad. 

If  the  msjority  of  this  House  are  satisfied  with  the  ex- 
planatiooa  of  that  honorable  gentleman,  and  think  prop- 
er to  excuse  him,  they  can  do  sO.     Those  explanations 
.  have  not  satisfied  me,  and  I  shall  do  my  duty. 

Mr.  MlLLIGANsaid  tttat  he  did  not  rise  to  enter  into 
the  discussion.  Far  from  it.  Hia  object  waa  rather  to 
nuike  an  eflbrt,  perhaps  an  unsuccessful  one,  to  draw  It 


to  a  oloee.  With  the  same  dcaign,  be  had  made  several 
attempts  to  obtain  tbe  floor,  -when  this  aubjeet  waa  laot 
under  debate,  but  was  not  to  fortunate  as  to  attract  tbe 
attention  of  tbe  Speaker. 

Whatever,  air,  (said  Mr.  M.,)  may  have  been  the 
origin  of  this  matter,  and  however  we  may  ref^ret  tbe 
course  which  it  has  taken,  I  think  it  must  now  be  ap- 
parent to  ev^rir  one  that  it  ta  not  likeljr  to  lead  to  aiqr 
practical  good.  Ttfe  resolutions  pending  before  the 
House  grow  out  of  a  subject  that  never  faifa  to  awaken 
the  livefiest  senstbility,  on  the  part  of  aome  gentlemen, 
whenever -it  is  named— a  sensibility  not  alto^her  war- 
ranted, I  think,  by  the  circumatancea  of  the  case^  but 
which,  whether  warranted  or  not,  is  certainly  Tery  in* 
imical  to  any  thing  like  calm  and  temperate  investiga- 
tion* As  an  evidence  of  it,  witnels  the  condition  of  this 
ball,  ainoe  this  apple  of  discord  was  first  introduced. 
How  opposite  to  that  which  should  ever  characterise  tbe 
proceedings  of  a  deliberative  assembly ! 

In  relation  to  this  exditing  question— I  OMan*  air,  aaid 
Mr.  M.,  the  question  of  slavery— give  me  leave  to  say 
that  I  occupy,  bomparattvely  speaking,  a  neutral  po- 
aition  here.  I  come  from  a  quarter  of  tins  Union  which 
is  just  so  far- north  of  **  Mason  and  Dixon'a  line"  aa  not 
to  believe  in  the  doctrine  that  slavery  Is  a  blesoingi  and 
yet  not  sufficiently  iiur  north  of  it  to  be  a  convert  to  that 
other  heres3{,  which  considers  It  the  bound  en  duty  of 
every  good  citixen  to  iembark  in  a  crusade  for  tbe  par- 
pose  of  putiog  it  dowm  .  The  people  of  the  Ststte  which 
I  have  tbe  honor  to  represent,  whatever  viewa^ey  may 
entertain  as  to  tbe  abstract  question  of  slavery,  newer- 
thelfss  regard  it  as  an  establiioed  Institution,  rcco^nfaed 
bj^tbe  laws  andt  constitution  of  the  country.  Tbey  oon« 
si^er  that,  by  thatglorioufc  charter  which  made  ua  one 
people^ra*  free,  a  happy,  a^d*  I  trust  in  God,  a  united 
people-^this-  whole  Question  was  left  to  the  separate, 
sovereign,  and  independent  States,  who  originally  came 
into  the  confederacy..  How  far  they  tbe^  went,  or  bow 
far  they  would  bate  gone,  to  get  fid  of  this  feature  in 
our  system  of  civil  polity,  is  not  now  to  be  eoaaidered. 
But,  viewing  it  as  a  part  and  parcel  of  tllat  a)atein4 
springing,  as  it  did,  out  of  the  necessities  of  tbe  timesi 
endowing  its  origin*  to  |he  .mutual  concestioiis  of  our 
fathers,  they  now  regard  it.  Sir,  So  far  as  it  exisKi  with* 
in  the  States,  as  the  exclusive  subject  of  municipal  State 
legislatioil.-  And,  be  it  a  blessing  or  be  it  a  ourae,  they 
are  content  to  leave  it  with  the  Statea  themselves,  to  be 
reguUted  according  as  their  wisdom  and  justice  and 
•ound  policy  miqr  direct. 

As  the  friend,  'then,  of  those  on  both  sidea  of  thia  con- 
troversy, standing,  as  it  were,  upon  the  dividing-  line 
between  -liberty  and  slcvery,  I  would  entreat  gentlemen 
to  withdraw  thia  exciting  topic  of  discussion.     A  con- 
tiWnce  of  it  is  worse  th^n  useless.   Alienatiooi  diatntst, 
uhkindness,  are  its  only  fniits.     I  would  appeal  to  the 
NOHh,  that  while  tbey  stand  up  here  for  the  right  of 
petition  secured  by  the  constitution,  and  which^  I  trust, 
they  will  neVer  abandon,  they  would  yet  so  ezerciae  it 
as  not  to  infringe  Qpon  tbe  rights  of  otherst  and»  as  ftr  aa 
may  be  consistent  with  the  conscientioua  d'lschar^  of 
their  duty,  not  to  wound  the  feelings,  or,  if  you  please, 
the  prejudices,' of  their  fellow-countrymen  in  other  por- 
tions of  the  Union.    And  I  would  appeal  to  the  South — 
to'what  is  often  denominated  on  this  floor  the  generous 
South — to  throw  no  impediment  in  the  wsy  of  the  exer- 
cise  of  this  unquestionable  privilege,  unless  indeed  tbey 
see  a  dear,  a  settled,  a  determined,  fixed  resolution  to 
interfere  with  their  own  peculiar  local  habits  and  instKu- 
tions.     That  no  such  intention  exists,  on  the  part  of  tt>e 
people  of  the  North,  I  sincerely  believe.     Same  few  fa» 
natics,  perhaps,  or  misguided  philanthropists^  may  desire 
it,  but  the  great  body  of  the  population  of  the   free 
Slates  are  opposed  to  any  improper  interference* 
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WUh  regard  to  the  orifrinAl  Ktolution*  and  tbev»riout 
unendmenti  mnd  tubttitutet  which  have  aince  been  of- 
fered, ind  vbioh  are  dow  Ihe  inmediate  aubject  of  con- 
nderaiion  before  the  Hoiiae,  I  would  only  remark,  that 
thcyawime  facta  which  have  been  dittinctiy  denied  by 
lb«  boooraUe  gentlcnuin  againat  whom  they  are  alleged, 
and  that  tbey  all  propoae,  in  relation  to  that  distinguish- 
ed lod  renerable  man,  a  eourae  oC  action  which  I  am 
?ery  certain  but  few  membera  in  thia  hall  will  be  willing 
to  adopt.   For  myself,  air,  if  I  even  believed  that  he  had 
either  laid  or  done  aught  which  could  juatly  aubject  him 
(otbeaiHinadveraion  ofthe  Houae,  I  ahould  ponder  long, 
aod  pooder  well,  before  I  could  conaent  to  visit  him 
vith  the  rigor  that  ia  propoaed.    I  ahould  have  to  dis- 
card from  my  memory  the  recollection  of  hia  long  and 
eminent  public  aerviceai  and  tbfget,  what  I  never  can 
forget^  that  at  one  time  he  occupied  what  waa  onoe  the 
prottdeit  station  upon  earth,  and  diacharged  ita  duties 
vith  •  moderation  and  a  wisdom  which  reflected  the 
bigtieat  honor  upon  himself,  and  glory  upon  hia  country. 
But,  sir,  I  rose,  aa  I  aaid,  not  to  prolong  but  to  en- 
dnvor  to  arrest  ibia  painful  diacuaaion.    Only  a  few 
ibeit  weeks  of  the  present  aesaion  of  Congreaa  remain. 
A  rait  amount  both  of  public  and  private  buainesa  is  yet 
Bnacted  open.    Nearly  all  your  appropriation  bills  for 
wrying  oo  the  operationa  of  the  Government  for  the 
^  current  yeari  a  propoaition  to  readjuat,  or  rather  to 
brrak  down,  the  tariiTi  a  new-bom  project  to  give  away 
tbe  public  domaim  Md,  though  laaf  not  leaat,  a  measure 
of  contingent  war  with  Mexico^  are  all  in  reaerve.  With 
>Ti(v,  therefore,  of  improving  the  brief  interval  which 
ttaains  anterior  to  our  adjournment,  and  enabling  the 
Howe  to  diapoae  of  thia  great  accumulation  of  buainesa, 
I  Mv  move  youy  air,  that  thia  whole  aubject  be  laid  upon 
the  table. 

Hr.  GHOLSON  ealled  fof  the  yeaa  and  nays  on  this 

■otion. 

Mr.  ADAUS  roae  and  aaid,  that  if  he  ahould  aay  any 
torn  nov  which  waa  not  atrictly  in  accordance  with  the 
nilea  of  the  Hoaae»  he  hoped  be  would  be  excused, 
cooiidering  the  position  he  occupied.    He  did  not  de« 

"fe  theie  reaolutiona  to  be  laid  on  the  table  without  being 

httrd.  " 

Mr.  GHOLSON  called  Mr.  Adajtb  to  order. 

Mr.  MILLIGAN  said,  if  the  gentleman  from  Maasa- 
cbiuttta  felt  at  all  aggrieved  by  the  motion  to  lay  the 
rcaolutionion  the  table,  he  would  withdraw  it. 

'!'•  ADAMS  did  feel  aggrieved  by  the  motion  to  lay 
•oibe  table.  oa  /  / 

Mr.  MILLIGAN  then  withdrew  the  motion  to  lay  the 
tiolutioos  on  table. 

Mr.  ADAMS  did  not  wiah  to  interrupt  the  delibera- 
^^  ^^  Houaei  but  if  the  reaolotion  of  censure  waa 
^  ^  passed,  be  wished  to  be  heard  in  his  own  defence. 
^tbe  resolutioo  did  not  pass,  he  would  then  aak  of  the 
ttouae  to  determine  oo  the  only  queation  which  would 
^then  before  it. 

\^'  ^^ANS  inaiated  that  the  charge  of  offence,  on 
^  put  of  the  gentleman  from  Maaaacbuaetta,  waa  too 
^e  (0  joati^f  a  vote  of  censure  upon  him.  There  waa 
^ikn^  specific.  The  reaolution  did.not  aet  forth  any 
^  like  contempt  towarda  tbe  Houae,  or  even  an  in- 
[Brement  of  ita  rulea,  but  that  he  had  •'given  color  to 
uj^^^"  that  alavea  had  the  right  to  petition.  Mr.  E. 
^  that  the  Houae  bad  the  right  to  punbh  a  member 
'^  a  determined  violation  of  ita  rulea;  because,  otber- 
*"*!  the  whole  besineas  of  the  country  might  be  ob- 
"^icted  by  a  diaorderly  member t  but  no  man  could  be 
^ahed  for  the  expreaaion  of  hia  honeat  opiniona.  The 
Jl^tation  to  thia,  auch  as  personalities,  reflections  upon 
^Paat  conduct  of  the  Houae,  &c.,  were  expressly  laid 
oovn  m  ihe  kx  parUammtana,  With  reference  to  the 
'^^  of  slaves  to  petition,  he  aaid  there  were  cases  em- 
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bracing  it.  It  had  been  aaid,  also,  the  slave  had  no 
conatitutional  rights  but  through  his'  master.  Thb 
was  not  soi  and  he  put  the  caiea  of  murder,  or  unpro- 
voked assault,  and  that  of  alleged  kidnapping,  where 
hia  legal  righta  were  recogniard,  and  frequently  put  in 
force. 

Mr.  PICKENS  explained  that  if  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  waa  alluding  to  hia  argument,  he  (Mr.  P.)  had 
not  aaid  the  alave  had  no  legal  rights,  but  that  he  bad  no 
conatitutional  or  political  rights.  That  waa  a  question 
he  should  like  to  bear  the  gentleman  argue. 

Mr.  EVANS  was  referring  to  constitutional  or  legal 
righta,  which  he  inaiated  had  been  aecured  to  the  slave. 
He  then  adverted  to  the  general  character  of  the  peti- 
tiona  praying  for  tbe  abolition  of  ala very  in  the  Diatrict 
of  Columbia,  in  none  of  which  was  there  found  any  harah 
language  in  relation  to  the  peculiar  inatiiutlons  of  the 
South  or  Southern  men,  nor  any  expressed  or  implied 
wish  to  in'erfere  with  those  institutions.  'I'here  might 
be  a  few  solitary  exceptions,  but  it  should  be  borne  in 
mind  that  there  was  much  warmth  on  both  sides.  Tbe 
rightoftheabolitioni<its  to  petition,  however,  should  have 
been  reapected,  and  their  memorials  continued  to  be  re- 
ceived, as  they  formerly  had  been.  While  thia  waa  done, 
their  numbers  were  few  and  their  eiTorta  feeblet  but 
they  bad  increaaed  in  numbers,  and  become  more  pow- 
erful, from  the  manner  in  which  they  had  been  treated 
by  Congress.  They  contended  that  slavery  was  a  great 
moral,  aocial,  and  political  evil,  and  waa,  beaides,  indc* 
fenaible  by  argument  (  and  the  refuaal  of  the  House  to 
listen  to  them,  and  argue  with  them,  juatified  them,  in 
their  own  opinion,  in  theae  allegationsi  but  there  waa 
nothing  insulting  in  this.  Even  that  language  waa  bor- 
rowed from  Virginia!  and  he  waa  about  to  cite  aome 
passagca  from  the  debates  in  that  State  on  the  adoption 
of  the  constitution,  containing  thia  declaration,  when 

Mr.  PATTON  aroae,  and  hoped  the  Chair  would  re- 
atrict  tbe  limitaof  the  debate  within  the  proper  range  of 
order.  If  tbe  gentleman  was  aufiercd  to  go  on  in  thia 
way,  it  muat  be  obvious  that  a  debate  was  apringing  up 
which  would  be  interminkule. 

The  CHAIR  reminded  the  Houae  that  he  had  several 
times  interposed  to  confine  the  debate  within  the  proper 
limits,  and  had  repeatedly  reminded  gentlemen  that 
they  were  taking  too  wide  a  range,  but  in  tbe  perform- 
ance of  that  duty  he  had  not  been  auatained  by  the 
Houae.  Aa  he  had  been  called  upon,  however,  he 
ahould  enforce  the  rule,  and  take  thf  aenaeof  the  Houae 
whether  the  gentleman  from  Maine  should  be  allowed 
to  proceed. 

Mr.  CAMDRELENG  asked  for  tbe  yeas  and  nayti 
giving,  as  a  reason  for  so  doing,  that  upon  this  vote  would 
depend  whether  the  businesa  of  tbe  aesaion  ahould  be 
entirely  aet  aside  or  not. 

The  yeas  and  naya  having  been  ordered,  and  the 
Chair  being  about  to  propound  the  question, 

Mr.  ELMORE  wished  to  say  one  word.     He  was  per- 
fectly willing,  if  it  ahould  be  tbe  wish  of  the  House,  to 
hear  the  question  fully  discussed,  but  otherwise- 
Several  members  here  rose  and  addreaaed  the  Chair. 

Mr.  CLAIBORNE,  of  Mississippi,  caught  the  eye  of 
the  Chair,  and  inquired  if  thia  motion  for  leave  was  de- 
bateable. 

Tbe  CHAIR  believed  it  waa  not. 

Mr.  WISE  would  aubmit  whether  thia  was  tbe  proper 
mode  of  deciding  whether  a  discussion  was  relevant  or 
irrelevant.  Was  there  any  precedent  for  it?  On  the 
contrary,  had  not  the  practice  heretofore  been  tliat  the 
Chair  decided  whether  the  course  of  remarks  of  gentle- 
men was  irrelevant*  and  if  then^entleman  objected  to  the 
deciaion  of  the  Chair,  that  he  then  took  an  appeal.'  Mr. 
W.  wiahed  to  know  if  the  office  of  the  Chair  was  not  to 
interpose  in  that  manner?  And  why  had  it  been  departed 


1667 


GALES  &  BEATON'S  REGIfeTER 


1068 


H.  ov  R.] 


Ceruure  of  Mr,  Adami. 


[Fei.  9, 1837. 


frnm  in  the  present  case.  Wat  it  not  the  duty  of  the 
Chair  to  deeide  htm  out  of  order?  And  he  would  further 
inquire  whether  the  question  could  be  propoundrd  to 
knd  decidrd  by  the  Mouse,  before  an  Appeal  was  taken. 
Finally  he  would  inquire,  why  this  distinction? 

The  CHAIR  will  state  the  question.  There  is  no 
difficulty. 

Mr.  WISB.     I  atn  not  through  yet,  sir. 

The  CHAIR.  There  is  no  appeal i  but  the  Chair  will 
require  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  to  reduce  his  point 
to  writing. 

Mr.  PaTTOK  said,  as  the  point  of  order  might  con- 
sume more  time  perhaps  than  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman, he  wciuld  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  ELMORE  did  not  speak  in  anger,  but  with  a 
view  to  make  an  appeal  to  the  gentleman  from  Maine. 
He  would  suggest  to  that  gentleman  that  they  had  Al- 
ready irritating  topics  enough  before  the  House i  snd  if 
he  should  be  disposed  to  go  on,  an  angry  debate  must 
necessarily  grow  out  of  it,  on  both  aides  of  the  Hou«e, 
that  would,  perhaps,  be  interminable!  and,  let  him  ask, 
what  good  coithl  result  from  it? 

Mr.  EVANS  would  accept  the  application  of  the 
member  from  South  Carolina  in  a  corresponding  apiril. 
He  could  assure  that  gentlrman  that  he  had  endeavored 
not  to  say  any  thing  of  an  irritating  or  angry  nature.  He 
wished,  hoaever,  the  member  had  thought  of  that  a 
little  earlier.  He  wished  gentlemen  on  that  side  of  the 
House  had  thought  of  this  when  denouncing  the  whole 
Nnrihern  country,  and  the  whole  of  New  England,  in 
very  cit-ar  laiguage,  and  calling  upon  members  from 
that  region  to  abatsin  from  doing  their  duty  in  present- 
ing their  petitions^  and  when  they  charf^ed,  and  almost 
directly,  Northern  gentlemen  with  aiding,  abetting,  and 
assisting  in  getting  up  petitions,  when  they  knew  that 
all  theae  charge  a  did  not  justly  attach  to  them. 

Mr.  ELMORE  aaid,  if  the  gentleman  from  Maine  had 
heard  his  former  remarks  a  few  days  ago,  he  would  find 
that  his  present  remark  did  not,  at  least,  apply  to  him. 
He  had  then  deprecated  diseuasion,  but  he  did  n>it  fear 
it,  nor  was  he  unwillmg  to  go,  or  would  ahrink  from 
going,  into  it,  if  it  were  brought  up. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Simth  Carolina,  wished  to  dis- 
abuse  himself  of  a  lalae  impression  of  the  tenor  of  his 
remarks,  as  he  was  the  member  who  opened  the  debate. 
Now,  in  the  preliminary  remarka  he  had  made,  he 
should  regard  himself  aa  unpardonable  if  he  had  not 
confined  himsrlf,  as  strictly  as  he  could,  to  the  question 
before  the  House,  and  alluded  to  no  topics  either  of  an 
irritating  or  anxry  character.  The  gentleman  from  Max- 
aachusetts  had  a-ked  if  the  people  of  the  North  were  to 
be  denied  the  privilege  of  sympathising;  in  human  aiif- 
frrinir,  of  sympathising  for  the  oppressed,  and  those 
held  In  bondage  aa  property.  It  was  in  reply  to  these 
remarks  that  Mr.  T.  had  made  his  e\rn.  He  had,  how- 
ever, u<ted  no  epithets,  but  had  adverted,  as  he  con- 
ceived he  had  a  perfect  right  to  do,  to  the  history  of 
New  England,  and  certain  authentic  facts  connected 
with  it.  This  he  had  done  in  repelling  the  attack  made 
upon  the  South. 

Mr.  BTNUM  concurred  with  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, [Mr.  pATroir,]  which  aeented  to  be  agreed  on  all 
bands,  that  the  gentleman  from  Maine  had  ctrtainly  de- 
parted, in  thia  inatance,  from  the  subject  propetly  under 
discussion,  and  he  shnuld  renew  the  p<tint  of  order. 

Miv  EVANS  explained.  What  he  had  said  wa%  that 
very  many  of  the  gentlemen  who  charged  thoae  of  the 
North,  and  the  petitionera  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  with  uaing  language  not  juati- 
fi'  d  in  reference  to  Southern  institutionr,  language  not 
courteoua  to  themselves,  ami  ahowing  a  mibconcf  ption 
of  the  institutions  of  slavery,  had  tbtmselves  used  the 
tame  language.    He  wanted  to  rescue  these  petitionera, 


himself,  and  others,  from  the  charge  of  firat  utin^  tuch 
language,  but  that  it  bad  been  uaed  in  all  time. 

Mr.  BYNUM.  if  the  object  of  the  gentleman  be  to 
argue  the  question  of  slavery,  he  hoped  no  Southern 
man  would  countenance  it,  by  arguing  h  alio.  It  wai  a 
subject  that  House  could  not  settle,  and  liad  no  right  to 
interfreddle  with  in  any  manner  whsrtsoever. 

Mr.  EVANS.  1  am  not  going  to  discuss  the  question 
of  slavery.     I  was  going-— 

Mr.  BYNUM  was  also  proceeding,  when 

Mr.  GHOLSON  roae  to  a  aobject  of  order.  Both 
gentlemen  could  not  be  sufTered  to  address  the  llouie 
at  the  aame  time. 

The  CHAIR  aaid  the  gentleman  from  Maine  wis  in 
possession  of  the  floor i  and  if  any  gentleman  called  bin 
to  order,  he  muat  reduce  it  to  writing. 

Mr.  EVANS  waa  not  going  to  diecuas  the  qtiestion  of 
the  institution  of  slavery.  They  of  the  North  had  bees 
charged  with  the  use  of  worda,  in  reference  to  tlie  initi* 
tutiona  of  the  South,  for  which  they  had  been  held  re- 
aponaible.  Now,  he  wanted  to  ahow  that  it  wai  lan- 
guage they  had  borr(»wed  from  themaelvea.  lie  warned 
al»o  to  show  they  were  not  guilty  of  the  charge  of  un- 
dermining the  proBperity  of  the  Snuth.  He  said  that 
many  gentlemen  on  that  floor  complsined  that  thry  hold 
at  the  North  that  slavery  was  an  evil.  Well,  they  did, 
and  so  did  many  of  the  South  the maelves,  and  that  vu 
what  he  was  about  to  prove.  But  the  North  did  not 
hold  the  preaent  holders  of  that  apeciea  of  properly,  u 
many  suppnsed,  reaponaible  for  it.  They  regarded  it, 
on  the  contrary,  as  an  inatitation  filed,  and  found  in  ei- 
iatenee,  and  tolerated  among  them,  long  before  the  prei* 
ent  time.  He  waa  about  to  show  that  that  hnguigf.  to 
reference  to  the  inatttution  of  slavery,  waalangii»ge  held 
by  slavelioldera  themaelvea,  and  that  those  of  the  Norik 
had  modelled  their  ideaa  from  Southern  authority. 

Mr.  E.  waa  a^ain  proceeding  to  read  from  the  de* 
batea  in  the  Virginia  eonvention,  when 

Mr.  H  ARRI  SON,  of  Mtaaouri,  objected,  and  the  CH  AlB 
austained  the  point  that  no  gentleman  could,  under  lbs 
rules,  read  any  paper  to  the  Houae  without  its  leave. 

Mr.  DAWSON  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Mifsouri 
w<iuld  withdraw  hia  objection. 

Mr.  EVANS.     I  cannot  >ield  the  floor. 

Mr.  HARRISON.  1  call  the  gentleman  to  order, 
though,  if  the  Houae  were  diapoaed  to  permit  a  ditcll^ 
aion  on  the  subject  of  alavery,  be  was  himself  fully  pK* 
pared  to  meet  it. 

Mr.  EVANS.    I  will  wsive  that  part  of  my  argamenl. 

The  CHAIR.  Doea  the  gentleman  from  Miasoori 
waive  hia  point  of  order? 

Mr.  GHOLSON.  lliegfntleman  from  Maine  does  not 

waive  hia  argument  on  the  aubjcct  of  alarery,  but  oAty 
the  reading  from  the  book. 

Mr.  AN  PHONY  moved  that  the  queation  be  taken> 
and  naked  for  the  yeas  and  nayai  but,  after  a  few  wordi 
from  the  Chair,  withdrew  hia  motion. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  said  he  ynm  anxious  for  the  gentleiniR 
to  proceed. 

The  CHAIR  aaid  it  was  for  the  House  to  determine. 

Mr.  BOULUIN  roae  again,  and  waa  proceeding,  »hefl 

Mr.  RVKKETT  called  the  gentleman  loordm  »im 
asked  if  there  was  any  question  before  the  Hmise. 

The  CHAIR  stated  the  queation  raiaed  by  Mr.  Ha>>I* 
aov,  and  decided  in  favor  of  the  point  of  order  raided  b) 
that  gentleman.  He  atiggested  to  the  House  that  thj 
take  the  question  on  the  motion  to  grant  leave  for  ^ 
gentleman  to  proceed.  ^ 

Mr.  ELMOKE  took  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  tM 
Chair,  for  the  purpose,  he  said,  off  gettinjfan  opportuwlj 
of  settinir  himself  right  on  the  subject  He  was  for  allo# 
ing  the  gentleman  from  Maine  to  go  on,  according  to  l||| 
own  judgment  and  hia  own  discretion;  and  he  wai  ^^ 


If69 


OF  DEBATES  IN  C0NGRE8S. 


1670 


FM.  9. 18Sr.] 


Cenaure  of  Mr.  Adanu, 


[H.  or  R. 


for  holding' that  f^ntleman  reipontible.  Mr.  E.  did  not 
Vint  to  itifle  debftte,  but  to  lemve  it  perfectly  open. 
We  of  the  South  (continued  Mr.  E.)  did  not  fear  dit- 
oiiiion  on  this  iab1f>e%  here  or  elsewhere,  in  sny  nian- 
wr  in  which  It  eooTd  be  brouji^ht  Forward;  but  1  would 
ubioit  to  that  gentleman,  and  to  th^se  who  act  with  him, 
that  if  there  was  any  thinft  thnt  could  le«d  to  the  most 
hmentible  consequences,  it  is  the  very  course  they  are 
now  parittln)^.  The  gentleman  from  Maine  had  asked, 
why  wu  not  this  csH  made  upon  him  at  an  ealier  period 
of  thift  dilate? 

Nr.  E.  hoped  the  gentleman  would  remember  that 
be  hid,  at  the  commencement  of  it,  called  upon  all  his 
fr'Cnds  upon  all  the  members  from  the  South,  to  vote, 
ind  not  to  spfsk,  upon  the  subject^  f«ir  it  was  one  calcu- 
hted,  in  its  consequences,  to  brinft  the  different  por- 
tion] of  the  country  into  direct  conflict.  It  waa  that  he 
n*<1it  nve  the  country,  If  possible,  from  a  posture  c»f 
iffiin  th«t  could  not  but  be  most  disastrous.  At  the 
wnt  time,  however,  he  waa  willing  that  they  should 
be  ondentoodi  but  upon  those  of  the  North  be  the  re« 
tpomibiliry. 

It  wu  said  that  they  of  the  South  bad  provoked  this 
ittiek  upon  themaelveat  that  they  had  been  the  first  in 
deoouneinff  the  gentlemen  of  the  North,  and  had  been 
paming  a  course  of  debate  that  called  f(»r  a  reply.  He 
deoied  this.  Had  the  gentlemen  forgotten  what  was 
tkn  on  the  table?     H  ^d  they-- 

Mr.  VANDERPOBL  called  the  gentleman  to  order. 
Heunderetood  the  question  the  gentleman  arose  to  dis- 
eim  was  the  sppeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chairi  and 
be  hid  not,  as  yet,  even  adverted  to  it, 

Mr.  ELMOKE  said,  if  the  gentleman  had  spared  his 
bretth  one  moment,  he  should  have  concluded.  He 
M  riien  simply  to  deprecate  the  allegation  brought  by 
tbe  member  from  Maine.  He  then  withdrew  his  appeal, 
ud  movrd  that  the  gentleman  have  leave  to  go  on. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  renewed  theappeal.  He  stated  that 
iw  did  10  because  it  was  eviilent  that,  from  the  com- 
neneement  of  the  debate  till  that  time,  a  great  deal  had 
^  ilresdy  said  of  a  most  irritating  character  on  both 
*^  and  that  irritation  would  only  inereate  as  it  pro- 
r«ttcd,  if  it  was  sufl«red  to  proceed.  He  was  the  oi*ly 
■CBiber  from  bis  own  State  who  had  taken  any  part  in 
the  nbject,  and  he  had  moved  the  previous  question! 
wttheie  were  to  many  cries  of  "  no!"  «•  no!"  that  he 
VIS  induced  to  withdraw  his  motion.  He  did  it  to  ar- 
'vtt  tike  rzcitement  be  saw  growing  out  of  the  Bubfec% 
^  he  made  tlie  preient  sppeal  for  the  same  purpose. 

The  CHAIR  again  suggested  that  the  beat  mode  woukl 
^to  tike  the  question  on  tiie  motion  for  the  gentleman 
«•««  Maine  to  proceed. 

Mr-  ANTHONY  'did  not  wish  to  give  the  gentlemen 
M  either  side  leave  to  continue  this  discunion  of  ala- 
^  any  further,  and  he  therefore  hoped  every  moder- 
Ujcman  in  the  House  would  join  him  in  arresting  its  fur- 
wr  progress.  Mr.  A.  then  withdrew  his  appeal,  and 
<xpreaed  a  Itope  that  the  question  would,  according  to 
^  jttdieiotts  suggestion  of  the  Chair,  be  at  once  taken 
*^  granting  leave  for  the  gentleman  from  Maine  to 
prweeed.  " 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  rose  to  address  the  House;  but 
*"«CHAIK  reminded  the  gentleman  that  this  waa 
*<  t  debatable  question. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  wished  simply  to  remark  that  ap- 
whad  been  made,  in  the  most  respectful  manner,  from 
Vinoui  quarters  uf  the  House,  that  the  gentleman  from 
«ine  should  dispense  with  pursuing  this  subject  any 
'vthert  and  Mr.  G.  was  inclined  to  believe,  from  the 
^^  recently  taken  by  that  gentleman,  that  he  wasdis- 
F'Jsed  to  lequiesce.  On  the  call  to  order,  the  gentlerosn 
^  <aken  his  seat,  and  did  not  take  an  appeal  from  the 
wc»oa  of  the  Chair.-  If,  then,  the  motion  on  granting 


leave  were  withdrawn,  all  difRculty  would  he  removed, 
and  the  doing  so  would  save  a  ipreat  deal  of  unpleaaant 
feeling,  and  supersede  the  necessity  of  taking  either 
question. 

The  CHATR  then  propounded  i he  qucatton,  *'That 
the  gentleman  from  Mitne  have  leave  to  proceed." 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  moved  to  amend  the  motion  by  ad* 
ding  the  worrlii,  •*  if  he  feels  disposed  to  do  |o." 

The  CHAIR  propounded  the  queation  at  leng>h,  as 
follows!  The  gentleman  from  Maine  ia  called  to  order, 
because  he  is  speaking  of  the  opinions  of  others  on  the 
subject  of  slavery,  when  that  question  la  not  before  the 
House.  The  Chair  decides  that  it  is  not  in  order  to  dis« 
cuu  the  question  of  slavery,  or  to  cite  tlie  opinions  of 
others  upon  that  subject,  on  the  question  before  thn 
Houve.  The  gentlenaan  from  Maine  resumed  his  seat, 
and  acquiesced  in  ihe  decision  of  the  Chair,  taking  no 
nppeal.  The  rule  required,  therefore,  that,  before  the 
gentleman  could  proceed,  the  sense  of  the  House  must 
be  tnkeni  if  the  decision  had  been  in  favor  of  the  mem- 
ber called  to  order,  he  would  proceed  aa  a  matter  of 
course. 

Mr.  HARRISON,  of  Missouri,  begged  to  inquire 
whether,  if  the  gentleman  ahould  be  permitted  to  pro- 
ceed  by  a  vote  of  the  Houae,  he  muat  not  atiU  confina 
himaelf  within  the  rules  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BOULDIN.  He  would,  he  expected,  go  on  pretty 
much  %%  he  had  done. 

The  CH  \IR  nid  the  gentleman  woald  atill  be  limited 
to  the  niles  of  debate. 

Mr.  E  V  A NS  did  not  want  to  diacusa  this  matter.  ^  Gen- 
tlemen supposed  he  wanted  to  discuss  the  institution  of 
slavery,  but  it  waa  not  so.  He  did  n««t  wish  to  introducn 
any  new  topics  there,  but  to  confine  himaeif  to  what  had 
been  opened  by  those  who  had  preceded  him.  This,  he 
believed,  was  what  he  had  done.  He  had  been  atrictly 
on  the  defensive— on  the  defenaive  against  a  charge  made 
afrainst  the  venerable  and  diatinguiihed  member  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams,]  for  presenting  petitions  to 
that  House  containing  language  offensive  to  the  South. 
He  wished  to  prove  this  was  not  so,  but  that  the  lan- 
guage came  originally  from  the  South,  in  subatance  and 
in  terma. 

Mr.  E.  ahould  not  proceed  at  all  on  the  vote  of  the 
House,  he  it  which  way  it  might . 

Mr.  ELMORE  preferred  allowing  tlM  gentleman  to 
proceed  aa  he  pleased,  aa  he  had  introdnoad  these  topics. 

The  CHAIR  said,  if  leave  ahould  be  gcanted,  the  gen- 
tleman muat  still  proceed  in  order. 

Mr.  ALFORD  remarked  that,  if  the  gentletnan  went 
on  a  little,  he  would  soon  explain  hia  purpose. 

Mr.  BRIGGS.  The  gentleman  did  not  himself  ask 
leave,  but  refuted,  beforehand,  to  proceed  on  the  vote 
of  the  House.  What  would  be  the  use  of  granting 
leave? 

Mr.  ELMORE  replied,  the  gentleman  asks  what 
would  be  the  object  of  granting  leave  ^  It  was  that  the 
House  miglit  not  be  charged  with  having  choked  the 
member  down,  but  that  he  m*ght  be  permitted  to  go  on 
upon  his  own  responsibility. 

Mr.  PATTON  then  read  the  following  modification  of 
his  amendment; 

Rnohedi  That  any  member  who  shall  hereafter  prf  • 
sent  to  the  House  any  petition  from  the  slaves  in  this 
Union  ought  to  be  considered  ss  regardless  of  the  feel« 
ings  of  the  House,  the  rights  of  the  Southern  States,  and 
unfriendly  to  the  Union. 

Aeso/oeef,  That  the  honorable  Joav  Q.  Asams  having 
solemnly  disclaimed  all  design  of  doing  any  thing  diate- 
spectful  to  the  House,  in  the  inquiry  he  made  of  the 
Speaker,  as  to  the  petition  purporting  to  be  fromsUivea, 
snd  having  avowed  his  intention  not  to  offer  to  present 
the  petition  to  the  House,  was  ol  opinion  that  it  ought 
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not  to  be  pretented*— therefore,  all  further  proccedingf  in 
regard  to  hia  conduct  do  now  ceaae. 

Mr.  KLMORB  withdrew  hit  motion. 

Mr.  PATTON  moved  the  above,  which 

Mr.  THOMPSON  accepted,  and  Mr.  BYNUM  with- 
drew hia  amendment. 

Mr.  ELMORK  then  renewed  hia  motion  in  relation  to 
grantinfi^  leave  to  Mr.  EvAva;  and,  aAer  a  few  worda 
from  Meaara.  BRIGGS,  PHILLIPS,  and  MERCER,  it 
waa  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EVANS  then  rote  and  laid  that  the  courae  of  re- 
marka  he  waa  ptiriuing  having  been  decided  to  be  out 
of  order,  if  he  ahould  again  proceed  he  would  atill  be 
pronounced  to  be  out  of  order,  which  from  the  firat  had 
been  far  from  hia  intention.  He  intended,  certainly,  and 
thought  he  waa  atanding  on  the  defenaive,  «nd  there  he 
meant  to  atand.  Had  he  been  permitted  to  proceed,  he 
ahould  have  concluded  in  a  few  minutea.  He  had,  how- 
ever, aeveral  other  thinga  to  aayi  but  aa  they  wouid  be 
pronounced  out  of  order,  and  he  be  again  required  to 
take  hia  aeat,  he  had  ezpreaaed  a  diapoiition  not  to  pro- 
ceed if  the  Houae  voted  him  leave,  because  that  vote 
for  leave  would  carry  upon  ita  face  the  implication  that 
be  waa  aeeking  to  introduce  topica  not  pertinent  to  the 
queation.  He  therefore  would  not  conclude  the  obaer- 
vationa  he  designed  making  on  thia  reaolution,  except  by 
aaying  that  he  should  vote  againat  it. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  moved  the  previous  queation. 

Mr.  ADAMS  appealed  to  Mr.  V.  to  withdraw  thia 
motion,  to  allow  him  to  submit  some  remarks  to  the 
Mouse. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  could  not  withdraw  the  motion, 
ttnleaa  the  gentleman  from  Maasachuaetta  would  pledge 
himaelf  to  renew  the  motion  when  he  had  concluded  hia 
remarks. 

Mr.  ADAMS  aaid  it  waa  not  In  hia  power  to  comply 
with  this  request,  because  he  dt  sired  to  have  the  oppor- 
tunity of  a  full  hearing  in  hia  own  defencei  and  be  bad 
hoped  he  would  be  granted  the  privilege. 

Mr.  KENNOK  moved  to  lay  the  whole  aubject  on  the 
Ubie. 

Mr.  RENCHEK  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  thia 
motion;  which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeaa  50,  nays 
144,  aa  followa: 

Tbas— Meaara.  Chilton  Allan,  Anthony,  Aab,  Barton, 
Bell,  Black,  Bockee,  Carr,  Cusey,  Cheney,  Chapin, 
Chetwood,  Cramer,  Crary,  Doubleday,  Dunlap,  Farlin, 
FoKSter,  Fry,  Fuller,  Rice  Garland,  Uannegan,  Hen- 
derson, Hubley,  Huntington,  Joseph  Johnson,  Richard 
M.  Johnson,  Cave  Jolinaon,  Kennon,  Klingenamith, 
Lanaing,  Laporte,  Gideon  Lee,  Joahua  Lee,  Logan,  Job 
Mann,  Moaes  Maaon,  McCarty,  McKay,  McKim,  «Mor- 
gan,  Muhlenberg,  Parka,  Patterson,  Phelps,  Joaeph 
Reynolds,  Seymour,  Sickle^,  Taylor,  TurrtU— 50. 

NATa — Meaara.  Adama,  Alford,  Heman  Alien,  Bailey, 
Bond,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Briggt,  Brown, 
Buchanan,  Bynum,  John  Calhoon,  William  B.  Calhoun, 
Cambreleng,  Campbell,  Carter,  George  Cbambera, 
John  Cbambera,  Chapman,  Childa,  N.  H.  Claiborne, 
John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Connor,  Cor- 
.  win,  Craig,  Crane,  Cusbing,  Darlington,  Dawson,  De- 
berry,  Denny,  Dromgoole,  Efnrr,  Elmore,  Evans,  Ev- 
erett^  French,  GhoUon,  Glascock,  Graham,  Granger, 
Grantland,  Gravea,  Grayaon,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Haley, 
Hiland  UaP,  Hard,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Harper,  Samuel  S. 
Harrison,  Hawkina,  Hazeltine,  Hoar,  Holsey,  Holt, 
Hopkina,  Howard,  Howell,  Huntaman,  Ingham,  William 
Jackson,  Janea^  Jarvis,  Jenifer,  Hrnry  Jihnaon,  John 
W.  Jones,  Lane,  Lawler,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Thomaa  Lee, 
Leonard,  Lewia,  Lincoln,  Love,  Loyall,  Lucaa,  Lyon, 
Abijab  Miinn,  Martin,  Samaon  Maion,  Maury,  May, 
McComas,  McKennan,  McKeon,  McLcne,  Mercer,  Mil- 
ler, Milligani  Montgomery,  Owens,  Page,  Parker,  Fat- 


ten, Dutee  J.  Pearce,  James  A.  Pearce,  Pearaon,  Phil* 
lipa,  Pickens,  Pinckney,  Potts,  Reed,  Rencher,  John 
Reynolds,  Richardaon,  Robertaon,  Rogers,  Bassell, 
Schenck,  William  B.  Shepard,  Auguatine  H.  Sbepperd, 
Shinn,  Slade,  Sloane,  Spangler,  Standefer,  Steele, 
Storer,  Sutherland,  John  Thomaon,  Waddy  Thompson, 
Underwood,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell, 
Webater,  Weeka,  White,  Eliaha  Whittleaey,  ThorouT. 
Whittlesey,  Lewia  Williama,  Wiae,  Tell,  Young— 144. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  decided  in  the 
negative. 

Mr.  GRANGER  said  he  rose,  «a  n  representative  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  to  appeal  to  hia  colleague  to  with- 
draw  hia  motion,  to  allow  the  gentleman  from  Maisachu* 
aetia  to  make  aome  remarka  in  hia  own  defence,  b  i 
member  of  thia  Houae  not  to  be  permitted— 

The  CHAIR  aaid  it  was  not  in  order  to  entertain  de* 
bate  after  the  previoua  queation  waa  moved. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  inquired  if  it  was  not  in  order  to  nuke 
an  inquiry  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York? 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  said  he  bad  coubidered  of  vbtt 
he  had  done,  and  he  could  not  withdraw  the  motioo  be 
had  made. 

Mr.  REED  wiahed  to  know  how  the  present  rcsoitt- 
tiona  got  before  the  Houae. 

The  CHAIR  explained  that  it  was  a  modlficatioB  of 
the  former  reaolutiona. 

Mr.  REED  made  a  point  that  the  resolution  befors 
the  Houae  waa  not  in  order,  becaoae  other  resolatioiis 
and  amendments  were  pending. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  the  resolution  waa  in  order, 
and  explained  that  the  amcndmenU  bad  been  vitb- 
drawn. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  wUbed  to  know 
if  the  gentleman  from  Maasachusetts  [Mr*  Rus]  had  Ap- 
pealed from  the  deeiaion  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  REED  appealed  from  the  deeiaion  of  the  Cbstft 
but,  after  a  few  explanationa  between  him  and  tlie  Chair* 
he  withdrew  the  appeal. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  then  raised  a  point  of  order,  ibst,  be- 
cauae  the  first  resolution  wf  the  gentleman  from  Sooth 
Carolina  being  in  Mlation  to  the  aubject  of  slaveryt  •! 
ought  to  lie  on  the  table,  under  the  order  of  the  flouie 
of  the  18th  of  January  laat.  , 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  the  resoluUon  of  the  18tb  oi 
January  did  not  operate  on  thia  resolution,  and  that  it 
waa  in  order.  , . 

From  this  dceision  Mr.  BRIGGS  took  an  appesi <« 
the  Houae,  and  waa  prooeeding  to  debate  the  appe^ 
when  ,,    . 

The  CHAIR  informed  him  that  this  appeal  could  sak 
be  debated,  inaamuch  as  the  previous  question  bad  heeo 
moved.  ..  ^ 

Mr.  BRIGGS  then  called  for  the  yeas  and  n»y«  ••»'*" 
were  ordered}  but  withdrew  the  appeal  before  the  rwe 
was  taken.  ,     . 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  made  a  point  of  o"^'- *"*•  Kilit 
much  aa  the  firat  resolution  waa  not  upon  the  m]^ 
then  pending  before  the  House,  namely*  the  questioo  m 
privilege,  it  could  not  be  entertained.  .    . 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  reaolution  arssiD"^ 
der,  and  atated  the  grounda  ot  hia  deeiaion. 

Mr.  ADAMS  appealed  from  this  deeiaion,  safl  wi- 
proceeding  to  make  ^ome  remarks^  when 

Mr.  GHOLSON  called  him  to  order,  ^ 

Mr,  ADAMS  then  asked  the  conaenl  of  the  n<^ 
submit  aome  remarka.  .     t^.  >.|. 

The  CHAIR  aaid  thia  could  only  be  done  by  me  i 
eral  conaent  of  the  House. 

Mr.  GHOLSON  objected.  u«  fvrt><< 

Mr.  BRIGGS  moved  a  auapenaion  o^  ^"^ J["^lbuK(U 
purpose  of  allowing  the  gentleman  from  Mis" 
[Mr.  AoAXfi]  to  adoress  the  House. 
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The  CUAIB  decided  Chit  motion  to  be  out  of  order* 
inmuch  u  tbe  previous  queition  had  been  moved. 

Mr.  WISE  rote  to  inquire  whether  it  was  in  order  to 
woSiiy  ■  privileged  auettion,  to  m  to  make  it  any  thing 
eiie  thin  s  privileged  question. 

TheCB^IRnid  the  modification  of  the  resolution  at 
proent  before  the  House  was  in  order. 

Mr.  WISE  remarked  that  he  had  nothing  more  to  sajr 
on  thii  Mibjf  cf . 

Mr.  HOWELL  wished  to  know  whether  these  reso- 
hitioos  did  not  effect  a  change  of  the  rules  of  the  House. 

The  CBAia  did  not  consider  that  they  did. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  second  to  the 
previoos  question^  when  it  appeared  that  the  previous 
queition  was  not  seconded;  Yeas  79,  nays  100. 

Mr.  WISE  then  aaid  he  wished  merely  to  remark 
thit  be  boped  (be  House,  after  hearing,  as  they  ought  to 
bear,  ibe  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adaxs,] 
iould  be  disposed  to  take  the  question  without  further 
debilc}  because  he  bad  an  important  matter  to  by  be« 
fore  tbe  House  from  one  of  tbe  select  committees. 

Mr.  ADAMS  be^n  by  observing  that  be  would  take 
op  u  Tittle  of  the  time  of  the  House  as  was  possible  for 
lum  to  do  OQ  this  important  subject.  The  first  question 
before  tbe  House  was  the  inquiry  addressed  by  himself 
to  tbe  Speaker  and  to  the  House.  On  this  inquiry,  no 
quetiion  bsd  yet  been  taken.  He  (Mr.  A.)  was,  how- 
erer,  eitremely  anzioua  that  the  question  should  be 
Uken,  sod  that  every  member  of  this  House  should  re- 
cord bis  vote  on  this  important  proposition,  namely: 
''Whether  tbe  House  shall  refuse  to  receive  a  petition 
kw  lUves,  under  any  circumstances  whatever."  When 
be  (Mr.  A.)  first  made  this  proposition  as  a  matter  of 
inquiry  only,  and  when  the  Speaker  submitted  the  tn- 
qsiry  to  tbe  House,  a  member  immediately  rose,  [Mr. 
HiTiii,]  ind  said  that  be  did  not  know  how  to  meet  a 
propoiiuon  of  this  kind.  He  [Mr.  UATirss]  thought  it 
vu  not  deserving  attention*  that  to  receive  it  in  any 
Aipe  would  be  bestowing  upon  it  more  attention  than 
it  dcierved.  If,  then,  the  question  did  not  deserve  at- 
latioa,  bow  came  it  to  happen  that  the  House  had 
bets  engaged  so  long  a  time  in  debating  upon  such  a 
q«eilioQ?  Wby,  if  the  question  was  not  deserving  at- 
tention, have  gentlemen  profeased  to  feel  so  deeply 
opM  it,  snd  been  to  anxious  to  bring  me  to  the  bar  of 
the  Hoase  to  receive  censure?  Why  was  not  an  inquiry 
of  10  Kttle  importance  disposed  of  at  once?  If  the 
Spaktt  bsd  objected  to  receiving  the  petition,  I  (said 
Mr.  A.)  should  not  bave  presented  the  paper,  out  of  re- 
ipect  to  the  House,  though  I  know  that  it  is  a  question 
■ore  important  than  the  honorable  gentleman  [Mr. 
HiTin]  ioagines.  Sir,  I  know  it  to  be  a  question  de- 
luding deep  attention  from  this  House,  from  this  na- 
^t  tod  from  the  civilised  world-  I  said  (continued 
^-  A.)  that  I  waa  willing  to  abide  by  the  conclusion 
|be  House  might  think  proper  to  come  to  on  this  sub- 
J^  whatever  that  conclusion  miglit  bei  but  at  the 
■Bs  liiDe  I  confess  I  was  exceedingly  anxious  that  this 
ViCition,  in  the  abstract,  should  be  Uken  and  decided 
"P^w  by  the  House.  I  was  anxioua  that  every  member 
01  this  House  should  record  his  vote,  for  all  time  to 
^^»  on  a  Question  of  such  importance — ^a  question 
*bicb  opened  the  whole  subject  of  the  condition  of 
>l*vttin  this  country — a  question  which  brought  into 
H^siry  the  whole  subject  of  the  power  and  privileges 
Ijnhii  House,  and  of  tbe  freedom  of  speech  in  debate. 
J^sre  questions  of  vital  importance!  these  are  priv- 
"^gei  dear  to  some,  though  there  may  be  those  by 
vboa  they  sre  not  valued.  I  bad  boped,  sir,  to  have 
Kceired  an  answer  to  the  proposition  "  if  a  petition  from 
^ves  would  be  received  by  the  House,"  because,  ss  I 
Ij^eitated,  the  answer  to  this  proposition  would  open 
^  whole  subject  relating  to  slaYcry,  and  tbe  whole 


question  relating  to  the  privilege  of  speech  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House.  The  answer  to  this  inquiry  involved 
all  this,  and  more  than  this. 

Amidst  the  prevailing  excitement,  and  among  the  vari- 
ous speeches  which  the  numerous  resolutions  sgainst 
him  had  elicited,  he  (Mr.  A-)  had  heard  but  one  indi- 
vidual who  had  undertaken  argumentatively  to  discuss 
tbe  question  which  he  (Mr.  A.)  had  propounded  to  the 
Speakeri  and  that  individual  was  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Fxbvcb.]  That  honorable  gentleman, 
who  is  an  able  judicial  character,  has  treated  the  subject 
as  an  argument  before  a  court  of  laW(  but,  sir,  the  sub- 

{'ect  demands  a  different  kind  of  argument.  What  was 
us  srgument,  sir?  It  was  this:  that  if  you  abolish  sla- 
very, you  take  away  a  part  of  the  representation  which 
the  constitution  hss  guarantied  to  the  Southern  States. 
But,  I  aak,  has  that  gentleman  established  any  connex- 
ion between  his  premises  and  his  conclusions?  Wbst, 
sir?  If  slavery  were  abolished,  they  will  be  deprived 
of  the  right  of  representation,  and  therefore  the  House 
eannot  receive  petitions  from  slaves! 

[Mr.  FaavcH,  tbe  member  referred  to,  explained. 
He  (Mr.  F.)  did  not  affirm  that  slaves  were  entitled  to 
representatives,  if  thst  was  what  the  honorable  gentle- 
man (Mr.  Adams)  understood  him  to  ssy.] 

Mr.  Adaxs  resumed.  Has  he  taken  the  right  issue, 
sir?  Has  he  drawn  his  premises  and  his  conclusions  to 
a  closer  connexion?  What,  sir?  If  you  should  deprive 
the  South  of  its  representation,  what  then?  Is  thst  any 
reason  to  assign  wby  slaves  should  be  deprived  of  the 
opportunity  of  erving  for  mercy  to  this  House?  There 
is  no  connexion  between  the  two  things.  Sir,  he  has 
travelled  out  of  the  record;  be  has  raised  a  totally  dif- 
ferent question  than  the  actual  question  which  U  alone 
before  this  House^  he  has  substituted  the  question  *<  if 
slavery  should  be  abolished,"  in  pisce  of  the  question 
put  to  the  Speaker,  viz:  "if  the  House  would  receive 
petitions  from  slaves  under  any  circumstances."  My 
collesgue  [Mr.  Cushixo]  has,  more  forcibly  tbsn  I  can 
do,  already  diacussed  tbe  propoaition  of  tbe  freedom  of 
petition.  He  has  ahown  that  it  is  a  right  not  derived 
from  the  constitution,  not  given  by  parchment,  but 
prior  to  the  constitution {  given,  by  the  God  of  Nature, 
to  everv  man  when  he  created  him;  it  is  the  right  to  im- 
plore favor,  to  seek  for  mercy!  a  right  which  the 
framcra  of  our  constitution  would  have  spurned  the 
very  idea  of  abridging  or  limiting,  or  restricting  to 
any  particular  color  or  class  of  men!  He  recognised 
this  r'ght  aa  belonging  to  all  men  in  the  constitution 
which  they  framed;  snd,  in  thst  constitution,  sir,  instead 
of  imagining  any  limits  to  this  right,  they  solemnly  de- 
clared, in  tHat  instrument,  that  it  should  not  be  abridged ! 
Yes,  sir,  that  it  should  not  be  limited— they  recognised 
no  limitation  of  any  kind  to  this  sscred  right.  It  if, 
sir,  a  right  belonging  to  every  human  creature,  which 
does  not  depend  upon  the  condition  off  the  petitioner, 
and  which  cannot  be  denied  to  man  in  any  condition. 
This,  sir,  is  the  principle  involved  in  the  inquiry  put  by 
me  to  the  Chair— a  principle  more  than  recognised  by 
the  constitution,  which  has  declared  that  this  right  ihall 
suffer  no  abridgment,  no  Imitation  whatever!  If  you 
now  abolish  tiiis  principle,  this  fiist  and  humblest  right 
given  from  God  to  every  humsn  being,  a  limitation  wdl 
next  be  put  to  the  right  of  petitioning,  in  the  fullebt  ex- 
tent to  which  party  madness  might  hereafter  be  inclined 
to  carry  it.  If  the  House  shall  decide  that  the  paper  I 
poasess  comes  under  the  order  of  the  House  of  the  18th 
of  Jsnuary,  1  will  present  the  petition,  and  in  doing  so 
shall  be  doing  my  duty — ^a  duty  of  the  highest  impor- 
tance to  my  country,  to  humanity,  and  to  human  nsture. 
Whst,  sir?  Will  you  put  the  right  of  petitioning,  of 
craving  for  help  and  mercy  and  protection,  on  the  foot- 
ing of  political  privileges?    It  is  an  idea  which  hu  not 
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even  been  entertained  by  the  utmost  extreme  of  human 
deapotitmi  no  despot,  of  any  og^e  or  clime,  has  ever  de- 
nied this  humble  privilef^e  to  the  poorest  or  the  meanest 
of  human  creatures.  If  this  flouse  decides  that  it  wili 
not  receive  petitions  from  slaves,  under  any  circumstan* 
CCS,  it  will  cause  the  name  of  this  country  to  be  enrolled 
aroonff  the  first  of  bsrbarous  nitions.  A  petition  is 
supplicution;  and  supplication  for  what^  For  relief  from 
those  who  have  the  power  to  give  relief,  and  who  are 
placed  in  a  situation  to  attend  to  the  cry  of  distress. 
Thait  wnuld  be  a  sad  day,  sir,  in  my  opinion,  when  a  vote 
should  pass  this  Mouse  that  would  not  receive  a  petition 
from  slaves?  What  would  it  lead  to'  Wh(^n  the  principle 
is  once  begun  of  limiting  the  right  of  petition,  where 
would  it  stop?  Gentlrmen  have  objected  to  the  petition 
immediately  preceding  that  which  I  presented,  because  it 
came  from  colored  people!  from  color!  That,  sir,  is  giv- 
ing color  to  an  idea  with  a  witness!*  The  honorable 
gentleman  makes  it  a  crime  because  I  presented  a  pe- 
tition which  he  affirms  to  be  from  colored  women, 
which  women  were  of  infam'>us  character,  as  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  says— prostitutes,  I  think  the  gentle- 
man said. 

[Hr.  Pattov  explained.  He  (Mr.  p.)  did  not  say 
they  were  prostitutes;  the  objection  he  marie  was  that 
the  petition  came  from  free  mulattoes  in  the  8outh|  he 
did  not  object  on  the  ground  of  opposition  to  the  right 
of  petition,  but  because  he  (Mr.  P.). const Je red  that  the 
House  ought  to  refuse  to  open  its  doors  to  spplications 
from  the  Southern  slaves.  As  to  the  infamous  character 
of  the  women  in  ques'ion,  he  mentioned  tliat,  not  as  if 
he  deemed  it  a  reason  fur  refusing  the  right  to  petition, 
but  because  he  wished  to  wipe  away  the  stain  fr>  m  the 
ladies  of  Fred  rick  bburg,  as  three  women  had  been  call- 
ed *M4die8  of  Fredericksburg"  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man, [Mr.  Adams  ]  He  (Mr.  P.)  was  sure  that  no  la- 
dies from  Fredericksburg  had  sent  such  a  petition  to 
tbia  House.] 

Mr.  Adams  continued.  He  (Mr.  A.)  was  not  certain 
that  he  called  them  ladies,  or  whether  the  petition  itself 
hid  not  stated  that  they  were  ladies.  Whenever  he 
presented  petitions  from  ladies,  he  uas  not  in  the  habit 
of  using  that  term  for  their  designation;  the  word  **  wo- 
man" was  an  expression  much  dearer  to  his  heart  than 
that  of  '<lsdy.'*  But  to  return  to  the  idea  he  was  about 
to  enforce  He  (Mr.  A.)  thought  the  honorable 
gentleman  had  said  that  they  were  Infamousi  but  the 
proposition  which  he  would  ever  maintain  was  that 
the  sacred  right  of  petition,  of  begging  for  mercy,  as  it 
did  not  depend  upon  condition,  so  also  it  did  not  de- 
pend upon  cliaracter<  it  was  a  rif^ht  which  could  not  be 
denied  to  the  poorest,  the  humblts%  and  the  most 
wretched  I  and,  moreover,  it  was  a  right  which  could 
not  be  refustd  to  the  most  vile,  the  most  abandoned,  or 
most  infamous.  He  (Mr.  A.)  did  not,  however,  know 
that  they  were  in  the  present  case  infamous,  but  he 
thought  that  was  the  word  used  in  debate  by  the  honor- 
able gentleman,  [Mr.  Pattok,]  and  that  it  was  so  re- 
ported in  the  National  Intelligencer. 

[Mr.  Pattok  again  explained.  He  (Mr.  P.)  had  not 
said  that  he  knew  those  women.] 

Mr.  Adams  continued.  He  was  glad  to  hear  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  disclaim  any  knowledge  of  tbem^/ur  he 
had  been  going  to  ask,  if  they  were  infamous  women, 
then  who  was  it  that  had  made  them  infamous?  Not, 
he  believed,  their  own  color,  but  their  masters;  and  he 
had  heard  it  said,  in  proof  of  this  fact,  and  he  was  in- 
clined to  believe  it  wss  the  case,  that  there  existed  ^reat 
resemblances  in  the  South  between  the  progeny  of  the 
colcred  people  and  the  while  men  who  claimed  the 

*  One  of  the  resolutions  presented  to  the  House 
charges  Mr.  Adams  with  giving  color  t»  the  idea,  fco. 


possession  of  them.  Thus,  perhaps,  the  charge  of  be- 
ing infamous  might  be  retorted  upon  those  who  msde 
it,  as  originating  from  themselves. 

[Great  agitation  in  the  House. 

Mr.  Glascock  here  interposed,  and  produced  from 
the  Clerk's  table  the  original  petition  referred  to,  snd 
said  that  it  bore  on  its  back  an  endorsement  in  Mr.  As- 
AMs's  band,  «'from  nine  ladies  of  Frcdericksbur|." 
Cries  of  order!  order!] 

Mr.  Adams  continued.  He  (Mr.  A.)  would  obierre 
that  he  did  not  know  thry  were  colored  people;  wheth- 
er they  were  called  ladies  or  women  was  very  indiffer- 
ent; the  term  '*  woman"  was  enough  for  him.  But  (ob- 
served Mr.  A)  if  you  once  admit  the  principle  that  ths 
right  of  petition  is  limited,  and  will  not  apply  to  slaves, 
the  next  thing  wdl  be  to  limit  it  still  further,  by  extending 
the  limitation  to  free  colored  people;  and,  after  Ibis,  the 
n»xt  limitation  will  be  to  the  question  of  the  character 
of  the  petitioners;  then  the  next  fiiiitation  will  be  to  in* 
quire  on  wha^  side  of  political  parties  are  the  pe(i('onen{ 
and  then,  sir,  from  one  side  all  petitions  will  be  perfect- 
ly good  and  receivable,  but  on  the  other  side  sll  the  pe- 
titions will  be  from  people  of  bad  character,  according 
to  the  representations  of  any  member  who  msy  say  he 
does  not  know  who  they  are;  they  will  be  all  infitnotts 
sir,  who  are  on  the  wrong  side.  This  wdl  he  the  case. 
To  this  state  will  things  come  if  the  right  of  petition 
shitlt  be  limited  by  peculisr  distinctions,  and  shsll  be 
made  to  rest  on  such  grounds  as  these  which  hsve  been 
relied  upon  in  this  debate. 

Another  gentleman  [Mr.  RoBxaTSOv]  has  taken  an- 
other ground.  He  says  the  right  of  petition  is  not  to  bs 
admitted,  except  when  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  party 
petitioned  to  grant  the  object  prayed  for.  There  is 
some  plausibility  here;  the  expediency  of  petitioning 
those  who  hsve  not  the  power  to  grant  the  petition 
<*'IS^^^^  perhaps,  be  msde  a  question;  but  the  inght  itself 
is  not  affected.  The  absence  of  power  oil  the  one  tide 
does  not  involve  the  deprivation  of  a' right  on  the  other 
side;  incompetency  In  one  man  does  not  involve  the  de- 
privation of  his  rights  to  another  nnan;  take  sway  the 
party  petit  toned,  the  party  oiTeri ng  the  petition  remiini 
wiih  all  its  rights  uMinpaired.  Where,  then,  is  tbeobjrc- 
tion*  Besides,  the  |>ower  to  grant  a  petition  might  be 
made  one  of  the  most  mooted  questions  in  the  world. 
If  the  right  of  presenting  a  petition  or  of  not  presenting 
is  made  to  depend  upon  the  question  of  power,  then  it  inay 
be  shown,  by  the  opinions  of  slaveholders  themseWet, 
that  Congress  has  the  power;  snd,  consequently,  sccord- 
ing  to  the  gentleman's  own  argument,  the  right  of  peti* 
tion  is  also  possessed  on  the  other  side.  The  opinion 
that  Congress  had  the  right  to  abolish  slavery  In  the 
District  of  ColumSia  was  entertained  by  the  great  mt- 
jority  of  Southern  gentlemen  themselves  only  a  '<* 
years  sgo;  now,  however,  not  many  can  be  found  vbo 
would  venture  to  acknowledge  such  an  opinion.  S^*^ 
indeed,  there  are,  who  have  that  msgnanimity,  i hough 
I  know  not  what  it  may  cost  them  for  expretfing  (beir 
opinions.  1  appeal  to  the  records  of  this  House,  whicn 
will  show  that,  on  the  question  of  its  power  tosboli^b 
slavery  in  the  District,  a  great  maiority  of  ih'S  Houie 
will  be  found  to  hsve  been  in  its  favor;  the  Huuse  l«ai 
been,  heretofore,  altnost  unanimous  on  the  subject.  The 
honorable  gentleman  [Mr.  RoBxaTsiv]  thinks  tUst  Con- 
gress has  no  such  power;  and  that  therefore,  on  thu  fc- 
coun»,  the  petitions  ought  not  to  be  received.  The 
ground  he  [Mr.  Robirtson]  takes  is  this:  that  the  peO- 
tioner  has  no  right  to  petition,  because  Congress  has  i» 
power  to  grant !  Let  us  concede  the  premises,  then  tt  ti 
clear  that  the  whole  right  of  petition  is  rendered  a  nullity  I 
it  is  reduced  to  nothing;  it  is  annihilated;  for,  let  but  a 
mnjority  only  please  to  assert  the  absence  of  power  on 
any  question  not  agreeable  to  them  to  entertsin,  ano 
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(aecordin^  !o  the  argfument)  the  right  of  petition  ceuet 
toeiisr,  beeaoie  of  the  alleged  abwnce  of  power! 

As  to  the  character  of  petittonert,  I  wish  it  was  in  my 
pover  to  elucidate  the  proposition  which  I  maintain < 
ind  vhicb  is,  that  the  right  of  petition  doea  not  depend 
opon  iny  noral  qualifications.  But  1  ahall  not  now, 
lir,  urge  any  argumenta  to  illustrate  this  proposition. 
Gentlefflcn,  indeed,  hare  desired  to  found  the  right  of 
petition  on  moral  character!  but  I  ahall  show  that  it  can« 
not  be  limited. 

I  vould  lake  the  resolutions  of  the  honorable  gentle* 
mtnrrom  Virginia,  [Vlr.  Pattoit,]  which  the  Speaker 
hu  decided  to  be  the  subject  before  the  House,  instead 
of  (heibftrsct  proposition  put  by  myself  to  the  Chairi 
iboofh  that  proposition,  air,  was  the  real  question  be- 
fore (he  House;  and  it  was  this:  **  Whether  the  puper  I 
held  in  my  hand  came  under  the  rule  of  the  18ih  of 
Jamii^."  Now,  air.  in  the  course  of  the  arguments 
ihich  I  have  heard  on  this  subject,  (or,  f  should  say, 
^bilei,  rather  than  arguments,)  the  attention  of  the 
House  has  been  diverted  Into  different  channels,  and 
tiie  Mibjtfct-matier  of  debate  haa  been  changed  from  my 
qncsttofi  Ant  propounded  to  the  Chair,  to  other  and  dif- 
ftrent  questions,  almttst  without  number,  and  all  of 
tbem,  lir,  relating  to  me,  all  their  object  being,  to  the 
Terj  lilt,  down  to  thia  final  readlution,  offered  by  the 
pQtleiitn  from  Virj^imay  [\lr.  Pattohi]  I  say,  air, 
(lie  object  of  them  all  has  been  to  pass  censure  upon 
M.  Tet,  sir,  to  pass  censure,  either  direct  or  implieil, 
opos  mvielf,  for  having  asked  a  simple  question  of  the 
Spetkrr! 

I  do  not  propose,  sir,  to  go  through  all  the  speeches 
▼hicb  fell  upon  me  ao  thickly,  which  came  dawn,  poun- 
ei'^gupiNi  me  like  ao  many  eaglea  upon  a  dove,  calling 
BeiDfimous,  with  other  harsh  expression*!  nay,  from 
M^qnirter  of  the  House  1  heard  criea  ''Bxpel  him! 
txpcl  him!'*  However,  sir,  I  will  lay  all  thia  aaide. 
f»nt  came  a  resolution  by  the  g^ntlemvn  from  Georgia, 
[Nr  HiTaibt}  that  waa  auccee<led  by  the  resolution  of 
thegentlemm  fiom  South  Carolina,  [%lr.  TnoxMoirt] 
tliene«me  a  mod>ficaition  by  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
i»ttt,  [Mr.  Lvvia.]— all  of  them,  air,  reminding  me  nf 
*^t  U«me  Quickly  aaya:  •*Oh!  day  and  night,  but 
*^  ve  bitier  words."  Te*,  air,  thry  all  contained 
^fj  biUer  words  against  me;  bu*,  unfortunately,  in  the 
AidKoftU  the  joy  and  hopea  of  certain  triumph,  when 
^||e  genilemen  were  quite  sure  of  at  least  two  thirds  of 
ine  lotriof  thi^  House  sgainst  me,  1  was  obliged  lo  ask 
^nt,  if  brought  aa  a  culprit  to  ihe  bar,  to  receive  cm* 
^  M  t  cnmmal,  the  gentlemen  won  Id  first  amend 
^r  resolution  a  little,  because  it  was  contmry  to  f^ots. 
^clli  lir,  they  took  advantage  of  my  suggestion,  and 
^4k  einie  another  reaolution,  aa  bitier  as  the  first, 
^r<'n;me  as  gudty  of  a  gn^ss  contempt  of  the  House; 
tien  c«tne  a  aecimd  resolution,  bringing  me  in  guihy  uf 
''^ngwith  the  House,  because,  aa  it  was  presumed,  I 
^e^d  the  House  to  believe  the  fwcts  to  be  true*  and 
^yft  I  was  to  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  House  for 
■niinj^the  Hou4e  believe  what  they  had  not  the  alight- 
^f^\  to  believe!  I  was  to  be  found  g^iilly,  air,  for 
Pciniiiiting  the  House  to  believe  as  true  a  tiling  which 
*«ereh«d  not  been  one  word  uttered  by  me  authorizing 
j*«  even  to  infer,  much  less  to  believe.  Another  res- 
^KMi  vu  then  discussed,  but  it  had  not  been  long  be- 
l^lhe  House,  when  it  was  found  that  it  would  not  doi 
^ihen  came  a  fresh  reaolution i  at  last,  after  all,  came 
»'*  prnpoiitton  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Vir- 
P""!  [Mr.  DaoMoooLa,]  of  which  I  ahall  not  apeak 
l^ch,  though  it  might,  perhaps,  have  been  mude  a 
^neiBe  for  merriment  to  the  Houaet  for  it  was  charged 
^n  me  by  thia  resolution  that  1  had  given  color  to  an 
"f*(  to  this  resolution  an  amendment  was  proposed, 
v&ich  vss  immediately  seconded  by  the  gentle  man  from 


Alabama,  [Vlr.  Lawra;]  and  thia  also  waa  a  motion  een* 
auring  me  forgiving  color  to  an  ideat  then,  immediately 
after,  aa  nothing  yet  would  anawer  the  purpose,  whisk 
came  another  resolution,  changing  the  whcde  ground, 
and  censuring  me,  not  for  what  I  had  done,  but  lor  what 
1  had  not  donei  because,  forsooth,  I  had  given  color  to 
an  idea.  But  the  gentleman  from  Maine  [Bfr.  Etavs] 
has  anticipated  me  in  roost  of  the  observations  I  pro- 
posed to  make  on  this  charge,  and  f  ahall  say  no  more 
on  that  subject. 

I  did  not  get  up  soon  enough  to  set  all  these  gentle- 
men right,  to  show  them  the  beat  way  to  cenaure  me, 
and  prevent  them  from  ninning  wild  in  the  manner  they 
had  done,  bringing  forward  resolutions  in  such  rapid 
succeaaion,  but  all  of  them,  unfortunately  for  the  movera, 
contrary  to  facts.  I  beg  the  honorable  gentlemen 
[UcAars.  Lzwis  and  Tsioxpsoa]  to  remember  that  when 
I  say  there  waa  not  tfne  word  of  truth  in  this  last  resola* 
tion  of  theira,  I  do  not  intend  to  impeach  their  veracity i 
there  are  no  two  men  in  whom  I  would  place  more  con* 
fidence,  so  far  as  to  confide  to  them  all  that  I  pnasesai 
but  I  say  that,  in  offering  this  reaolution  to  the  House, 
iiifiictitig  censure  upon  one  who  has  never,  in  all  hif 
parliamentary  career,  given  offence  to  them,  they  went 
a  little  beyond  the  bounds  of  that  courae  of  conduct 
which  IB  due  from  one  gentleman  of  this  House  to  an* 
otheri  and  I  would  only  give  them  one  word  of  fiiendly 
admonition,  tha%  when  in  future  they  may  wish  Vt  cen- 
sure me,  they  would  first  be  careful  to  pay  more  attea* 
tion  to  facta. 

[Vlr.  Lawia  eiplained.  He  (Mr.  L.)  had  riarn  In 
hia  place  and  inquired  what  was  the  character  of  the 
petition;  this  was  full  two  hours  before  he  had  any  idea 
that  it  waa  not  a  petition  for  abolition.] 

Mr.  AoAXB  continued.  He  (Mr.  A.)  waa  extremely 
glad  to  admit  the  explanation,  and  he  hoped  the  gentle- 
men  would  not  feel  it  unkind  when  he  only  gave  them 
his  advice-Hidvice  from  an  old  man  addressed  to  those 
who  were  yet  young;  and  that  advice  wa«,  that  when  in 
future  they  charged,  others  with  crimes,  first  to  be  quite 
sure  of  their  facta.  But  he  would  now  call  for  another 
explanation  from  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Thomfsoiti]  and,  if  that  gentleman  and  the  House 
Would  permit  him,  he  (Mr.  A.)  would  read  from  the 
National  Intelligencer  the  report  of  whst  be  had  said  in 
the  House,  and  would  beg  to  ask  that  gentleman  [Vlr. 
Thojctcov]  if  the  aentimenta  aa  here  reported  are  really 
the  expression  of  hia  own  delioerate  and  reflected 
opinion. 

**  Doea  the  gentleman,  even  in  the  latitude  which  he 
gives  to  the  right  of  petition,  think  th«t  it  includes 
slaves?  If  he  does  not,  he  haa  wilfully  violated  the  rulea 
of  the  House  and  the  feelinga  of  ita  membera.  Does  that 
gentleman  know  that  there  are  lawa  in  all  the  alavo 
States,  and  here,  for  the  punishment  of  thoae  who  excite 
insurr**ctton  ^  I  can  tell  him  that  there  are  such  ihtngs 
aa  grand  jiiriest  and  if,  air,  the  jurica  of  thia  Diatrict 
have,  as  I  doubt  not  they  have,  proper  intelligence  and 
spirit,  he  may  yet  be  made  amenable  lo  another  tribunal^ 
and  we  may  yet  see  an  incendiary  brought  to  condign 
punishment." 

[Mr.  Tmoxmov  explained.  He  (Mr.  T.)  would  state 
(o  the  Houae  that  he  hud  thought  there  was  not  one  hu- 
man being  living  who  entertained  the  opinion  that  alavefl 
had  any  right  to  petition,  under  any  circumatances. 
When  he  (Mr.  T.)  first  heard  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, (Mr.  ApAJca,]  it  appeared  to  him  (Mr.  T.) 
that  the  gentleman  had  acted  wilfully,  until  he  after- 
wards heard  him  aUte  differently.  Aa  to  the  other  por- 
tion of  the  report,  he  (Mr.  T.)  had  thought  at  the  time 
it  was  a  petition  for  the  abolition  of  alavery  which  had 
been  presented,  on  which  account  he  had  characterised 
it  as  he  bad  done  io  the  report.    U«  (Mr.  T.}  spoke  u 
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Ceniure  of  Mr.  Mam». 


[?!•.  9,  I83r. 


a  liwycr,  tnd  would  obtenre  that  sneb  ia  the  law  in 
Sottth  Carolina  ] 

Mr.  AvAXt  retomed.  There,  air,  atanda  the  senti* 
mentt  there  it  the  written  record,  in  which  the  gentle* 
man  haa  threatened  me  with  an  indictment  before  the 
rrand  jury  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  aa  a  felon  and  an 
incendiary,  for  wordt  spoken  in  this  House!  And  now 
the  gentleman  [Mr.  Tboxmov,  of  South  Carolins]  has 
agiiin  avowed  the  sentiment,  and  declarea  that,  if  the  pe- 
tition  had  been  such  aa  he  imagined,  he  would  still  not 
only  call  me  to  the  bar  of  this  House,  to  be  reprimanded 
by  the  Speaker*  but,  in  addition  to  tbia,  he  would  in- 
voke the  ▼euReance  of  a  grand  jury  upon  my  head!  Yea, 
air,  he  [Mr.  Thoxpsoit]  would  make  a  member  of  this 
House  amenable  to  a  grand  j  ury !  Such  being  the  case,  sir, 
I  would  beg  to  invite  that  gentleman,  when  he  goes  home, 
to  atudy  a  little  the  first  prineiplea  of  citiI  liberty.  As 
that  gentleman  appears  here  the  representative  of  tlave- 
holdera,  I  should  like  to  know,  sir,  how  many  othera 
there  are,  if  any,  who  are  prepared  to  endorse  his  sen- 
timents. If  this  House,  sir,  is  come  to  this  point i  if  a 
member  of  Congreas  in  presenting  a  petition,  let  it  be 
for  whatever  object  it  may,  ia  amenable,  not  to  this 
House,  sir,  but  to  the  grand  jury  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia i  if  thia  ia  the  opinion  of  the  slaveholding  gentle- 
men, let  it  go  before  the  nation;  let  the  people  know 
who  they  are  who  have  uttered  auch  a  sentiment,  and 
made  such  an  avowal! 

[Mr.  WisB  rose  and  said  he  would  not  endorse  that 
sentimentt  if  he  (Mr.  W.)  thought  that  the  members  of 
the  legislative  branch  were  reaponsible  to  any  tribunal, 
that  of  the  grand  and  petit  juries  of  the  District  of  Co* 
lumbia  would  be  the  laat  in  the  world  be  would  wiab  to 
aee  this  House  (which  represented  the  sovereign  people 
of  America)  responsible  to*  This  little  tribunal  of  the 
District,  to  which  it  was  proposed  to  subject  the  Anseri- 
can  people,  in  the  persons  of  their  representatives,  was 
notoriously  under  the  dictation  and  authority  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive, who  already  dictated  both  to  the  Senate  and  to 
this  House.] 

Mr.  Adajcs,  in  continuation,  replied.  If  the  law  of 
South  Carolina  ia  a  good  argument  to  the  gentleman  from 
Sooth  Carolina,  [Mr.  Tbompsov,]  and  if  a  member  of  that 
Legislature  it  made  amenable  for  worda  apoken  in  de- 
bate, not  only  to  the  Legialature,  but  also  to  the  grand 
and  petit  juries — if  that,  sir,  is  the  law  of  South  Carolina, 
I  thank  God  I  am  not  a  cit'>sen  of  South  Carolina! 
{Great  agitation.] 

In  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  where  the  Speaker 
of  the  Hooae  of  Commons  is  subject  to  be  approved  of 
by  the  King  before  hia  election  is  confirmed,  even  there, 
air,  the  first  thing  the  Speaker  addresses  to  the  King, 
after  his  election,  is  a  demand  of  freedom  of  speech  in 
the  House  t  and  the  King  never  sends  him,  sir,  to  the 
grand  or  petit  jury,  to  know  how  far  the  Houae  is  under 
liability  for  worda  spoken  in  debate.  Such  a  sentiment, 
air,  uttered  in  this  House,  such  a  threat  held  out  to  the 
representatives  of  this  nation,  when  it  ahall  come  before 
the  world  in  the  report  of  thia  debate,  cannot  fail  to  ex- 
cite contempt  and  amazementi  and  it  will  be  a  matter  of 
no  le»s  surprise  that,  when  uttersnce  was  given  to  such  a 
aentiment,  it  was  not  immediately  rebuked  by  the  Speak- 
er. If,  air,  a  resolution  of  censure  was  ever  called  for, 
I  know  not  what  could  more  imperatively  demand  it  than 
such  a  declaration  made  in  this  House.  I  know  not 
what  it  could  be  possible  to  utter  more  proper  to  sub- 
ject any  member  to  be  called  to  anawer  for  as  a  grosa 
contempt  upon  this  House!  What,  air!  We,  the  repre- 
sentatives  of  the  nation,  are  all  of  ua  aubject  to  the  grand 
jury  of  the  Diatrict  of  Columbia  for  worda  here  spoken? 
We  from  the  Northern  and  Eastern  States  are  liable,  air, 
to  be  indicted  as  felona  and  incendiariea  for  preaenting 
petitioiis  not  ezaotly  agreeable  to  some  membera  from 


the  South?  Is  that  the  tenure  on  which  we  hold  our 
seats?  If  it  is,  I  wish  the  House  msy  paaa  the  resolution 
that  whoever  hereafter  proposes  to  hand  up  a  petition 
from  alaves  is  an  enemy  to  the  Union.  If  this,  sir,  is  the 
condition  of  this  House,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Wisx]  haa  anticipated  me  in  what  1  was  going  to 
say:  if  a  grand  jury,  to  which  the  gentleman  [Mr. 
Thompsoit]  proposes  to  mske  me  amenable  for  thingi 
done  in  thia  House,  constituted  as  in  the  nature  of  tbingi 
a  grand  jury  will  be  in  this  District— if  tbey  are  to  b« 
the  avengera  of  words  spoken  in  this  House,  it  will  not 
be  long  before  the  gentleman  himself  will  have  to  in- 
swer  before  a  grand  jury  as  an  incendiary  for  things  laid 
not  pleasing  to  the  Executive!  Let  that  gentleman,  let 
every  member,  ask  his  own  heart,  with  whst  confidence. 
with  what  peaceful  eaae,  with  what  freedom,  with  what 
firmneas,  would  he  be  able  to  give  utterance  to  bis  real 
aentimenta  and  opinions,  if  he  felt,  aa  be  was  speaking, 
that  for  every  word,  for  every  proposition,  relsting  to 
human  freedom,  he  was  liable  to  be  brought  up  for  puo- 
iahment  as  a  felon  before  a  grand  jury  of  the  District  of 
Colombia?  A  jury,  air,  of  twelve  men,  appointed  by  i 
marshal,  holding  hia  office  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Prrsi- 
dent!  And  this  jury  is  to  be  the  aupreaae  judge  of  the 
sovereign  American  people,  in  the  persons  of  their  rep- 
resentatives! 

I  have  dwelt,  air,  so  long  upon  this  topic  that,  io 
order  to  spare  the  time  of  the  Housei  I  shall  endeiror 
to  abridge  what  remains  for  me  to  say.    I  do  not  know 
but  that  I  should  be  willing  to  take  the  question  on  tbe 
whole  proposition  censuring  me,  without  even  saying 
one  word  in  my  own  defence*  leaving  it  entirely  to  the 
good  sense  and  to  the  justice  of  the  House.    But  it  is 
not  possible  for  me  to  pass  over  in  silence  tbe  aentioneot 
to  which  the  honorable  gentleman  [Mr.  THovrsoajgaTe 
utterance,  and  which  was  not,  aa  it  ought  to  bare  bceni 
immediately  put  down  by  the  Speaker.    Sir,  I  do  not 
even  yet  know  what  ia  the  anawer  of  the  House  to  the 
queation  propounded  by  myself;  no  question  bis  been 
taken  upon  it|  it  doea  not  yet  appear  what  portion  of 
the  South  assents  to  the  doctrine  of  the  gentlernan  from 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  TuoxMoir.]     It  is  not  my  desirff 
sir,  to  urge  this  point  further  than  an  imperstifc  sense 
of  what  ia  my  duty  requires  me  to  do,  and,  on  thisia- 
count,  I  repeat,  I  cannot  paas  it  over  in  silence.  Iff  vben 
the  gentleman,  [Mr.  Tbojcmov,]  instead  of  coming  at 
once  to  a  aolution  of  that  question,  brought  forward  ha 
resolution  of  censure  against  me— sir,  if  he  thought  to 
frighten  me  from  my  purpose — if  that,  sir,  was  bis  ob- 
ject, he  mistook  his  man!     f  am  not  to  be  intimidated 
by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Taoxrsovj 
nor  by  all  tlie  grand  juries  in  the  universe.  l*be  right  by 
which  every  member  of  this  House  holds  his  sest  hers 
is  of  the  deepest  and  utmoat  importance  to  the  whole 
nation  I  and  I  trust  this  debate  will  be  read  by  every  po^ 
tion  of  the  country,  and  that,  among  other  sstonishing 
things  in  this  debate,  tbe  aatoniahing  threat  of  ^^e  j^^ 
tiennan  will  not  be  unnoticed.     We  have  heard,  sir,  ol 
the  great  superiority  of  Anglo-Saxon  blood.  What,  m. 
is  there  a  drop  of  that  blood  flowing  in  the  veins  ofwj 
man  who  will  subscribe  to  such  a  political  doctrine  ss  thu' 
How  little  does  such  a  peraon  understand  of  tbetroeprifl- 
ciplea  of  freedom  in  relation  to  the  powers  of  a  legiibti^ 
assembly!     I  would  aak  every  member  of  this  HouHi 
what  would  have  been  the  issue  if,  in  the  British  Uouib 
of  Commonni  to  which  I  have  already  aHuded,  one  mem- 
ber of  Parliament  ahould  tell  another  member  1(^*|* '^ 
what  he  had  aaid  or  done  in  Parliament,  be  should  dc 
made  amenable  to  the  grand  jury  olf  the  city  of  W^estmis* 
ater?    Sir,  it  would  be  too  ridiculous  for  indigoationt  k 
would  excite  one  universal  shout  of  laughter}  it  woow 
from  thenceforth  render  him  who  had  uttered  tbe  men- 
ace. 
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"  Sftcrad  lo  ridictde  his  whole  life  long, 
And  the  nd  burden  of  some  merry  song." 

It  is  not  poisible  for  me  to  make  my  defence  in  any 
tjAtm  or  order.     Ali  that  I  say  U  unavoidubly  desul- 
tory, and  [  cannot  find  hojv  to  arrange  a  reply  to  cha'^get 
nude  in  lucb  variety  and  disorder.     When  1  take  up 
one  idea,  before  I  can  give  color  to  the  idea,  it  has  at- 
mdy  cbtnged  ita  form,  and  presents  itself  fur  consirler- 
ilion  uader  other  colors.     The  attack  upon  myself  has 
awined  so  many  forma  that  I  can  compare  jt  to  nothing 
so  veil  IS  to  an  actor  on  the  stage,  who  changes  his 
dresses  and  makes  his  appearance  so  frequently  in  dif* 
fereot  j^uise,  that  no  one  can  tell  that  it  is  the  same 
tetor.    Just  so  are  aH  the  resolutions,  variable  and 
changing,  vhich  charge  me  with  giving  color  (o  an  idea, 
in  were  to  plead  gu  ity,  what  is  the  ofTence.^    Am  1  to 
be  found  guilty  f^r  giving  color  to  an  idea.'     Or,  if  I 
vould  defend  myselft  what  excuse  can  be  alleged* 
ffbat  defence  can  be  made  against  this  new  crime  of 
(irinir  color  to  ideas?    I  am  not.  able,  therefore,  to  act 
ss  if  I  knew  what  was  the  cause  which  existed  for  pass- 
'\j^  censure  upon  me.     But,  I  beg  to  say,  I  should  deem 
it  to  be  the  heaviest  calamity  which  has  ever  befallen 
Be  in  the  course  of  a  life  chequered  with  many  vicissi- 
tude^ if  a  vote  of  censure  from  this  House  shoulJ  paaa 
upon  my  name,   or  upon  any  action  of  mine  in  this 
House.    Tea,  s:r,  1  profess  and  avow  that,  in  the  whole 
crane  of  my  life,  this  would  be  what  I  should  regard 
the  lieavtest  of  all  calamities  which  had  befallen  me! 
And  now,  when  I  thus  speak,  am  I  treating  with  con- 
tempt this  Housef     Have  1  ever  done  so?     iiss  not  the 
bonorof  this  House  been  among  the  first  and  dearest  sen- 
tiisnis  of  my  heart .^    I  have  reverenced  this  House  as 
the  representativea  of  the  whole  people  of  this  Union. 
Ihiye  further  felt  that  sentiment  which  is  called  the 
^^/  de  corps*    I  appeal  to  this  House  if  1  have  not 
^n  the  first  to  come  forward  and  defend  its  honor  and 
H^\^)'  on  more  than  one  occasion.     When  members  of 
(hi House,  in  the  habit  of  voting  diflferently  from  my- 
self, vere  charged  with  liability  to  bribery,  when  it  was 
uid  of  them  (and  that  by  one  to  whom  they  are  most 
^roted)  that  they  would  have  been  bribed,  I,  sir,  was 
^  first  to  vindicate  the  honor  and  integrity  of  the 
House,  and  to  repel  the  ftful  accusation!     Agam,  when 
<Hber  charges  were  made  against  the  honor  of  this 
Hottsf,  (fronn  what  quarter  I  will  not  say,)  was  I  found 
bickvani  in  supporting  its  character?    Ar^  these  in- 
s'aoces  of  contempt?    And  now  am  I  to  be  brought  to 
the  bit  for  a  contempt  of  this  House,  for  doing  that 
vh«h  was  done  in  the  most  respectful  manner  which  it 
*as  posnble  to  devise?    For  asking  a  question  of  the 
Speaker}  consulting  him  first  upon  the  admissibility  of 
tpeiiiion  by  the  rules  of  the  House?    If  I  am  deserving 
c«6$ure  for  making  this  inquiry  of  the  Speaker,  your 
Speaker,  who  made  the  inquiry  of  the  House,  is  much 
v^re  deserving  of  censure.     But  if  a  majority  of  this 
HoQie  ihall  be  found  to  pass  censure  on  me,  be  it  so; 
*Bd  if  I  have  an  enemy,   let  him  know  that  he  has  tri- 
linpiied}  for  a  worse  calamity  could  not  befall  roe  on 
eirth. 

^T  first  ol^ection  to  the  resolution  of  the  honorable 
C<ntteinan  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Pattoh]  is,  that  it  doea 
^  Beet  and  answer  my  question.  It  doe»  not  say,  if 
the  House  will  receive  a  petition  from  slaves,  or  if  it  will 
^^\  that  question,  the  original  question,  and  the  one 
^'i'lSsl  think,  before  the  House,  is  not  met(  ue  are 
icri  JA  Ute  dark  whether  it  is  proper  or  not)  no  one 
^novg.  But  suppose  it  is  proper,  where  then  is  the  of* 
^nce  in  asking  if  it  be  proper?  And  suppose  the  House 
u^cide  ihtt  it  IS  improper,  where  then  is  the  ofTence  in 
^^rta-ning,  in  asking  merely,  what  is  the  disposition 
CMbe  House?  Let  tliis  question  be  brought  to  a  vote; 
'*bh  to  record  my  vote  on  this  subject}  I  consider  it 
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among  my  most  imperious  duties  to  do  so;  the  liberty  of 
everv  member  of  Congress  depends  upon  the  question; 
and  let  me  say,  if  the  House  has  any  respect  for  itself,  it 
will  never  pass  such  a  vote  ss  this,  namely,  that  the 
House  u'ill  refuse  to  receive  a  petition  from  slaves. 

The  next  objection  which  I  have  to  state  against  the 
resolution  of  censure  is  this:  instead  of  answering  the 
question  put  by  me  to  the  Chair,  it  turns  upon  the  man;  it 
runs  away  from  the  question,  and  fixes  upon  an  ideal 
man,  on  <*  whosoever  hereafter  shall  propose  to  present 
a  petition  fiom  slaves,*'  he,  theide«l  man,  the  future  ex- 
istence, "  is  an  enemy  to  the  Union."  What  is  all  that, 
air,  but  the  same  in  substance  as  the  intimidation  which 
was  made  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Thompsov,]  that  whoever  presented  such  a  petition 
should  be  brought  before  the  grand  jury  as  incendiaries? 
[t  IS  a  declaration,  it  is  a  menace,  a  threat,  that  any 
member  who  shall  hereafter  present  a  petition  from  per- 
sons held  in  slavery,  be  the  object  of  the  petition  ever 
so  reasonable,  shall  be  amenable  to  punishment;  it  is  a 
threat,  a  menace,  a  terrifying  lim:tiitinn  to  the  freedom 
of  speech  and  action  in  this  House.  If  the  vote  past*,  I, 
sir,  shall  submit,  and  will  not  present  the  petition;  hut, 
at  the  same  time,  I  shsll  think  that  it  is  a  most  disgrace- 
ful resolution,  surrendering  up  at  once  the  rights  of 
every  man  in  this  House.  What  mcmSer  of  Congress, 
sir,  who  thinks  as  I  do,  and  who  might  preaent  petitions 
from  alaves,  founded  on  just  and  ressonable  grounds, 
would  feel  himietf  a  free  sgent  in  this  House?  Not  only 
he  is  interdicted  from  presenting  such  a  petition,  but,  at 
the  same  time,  his  freedom  of  action  is  placed  under 
limitation  in  this  House.  By  such  a  step  the  whole  ques- 
tion of  liberty  and  independenq^  is  surrendered,  is 
abandoned!  If,  by  this  resolution,  you  decide  that  a  man 
is  infamous  for  making  a  proposition  in  this  House, 
which  in  itself  is  not  unreasonable,  but  which  givea  of- 
fence only  because  it  comes  from  a  human  being  who  is 
in  a  state  of  slavery — if  you  do  this,  when  once  you 
have  taken  this  step,  you  may  next  expect  resolutions 
declaring  a  member  in  the  minority  infamous  for  dis- 
pleasing the  majority. 

In  reference  to  the  second  resolution,  I  not  only  do 
not  assent  to  it,  but  I  ask  aa  a  ri^ht  of  the  House  not  to 
pass  it.  ft  is  only  a  substitute  for  all  the  other  reso'u- 
tions  of  a  stronger  character,  which  appeared  and  dis- 
appeared, one  af^er  the  other;  all  of  them,  however, 
calling  me  to  the  bar  to  answer,  as  if  guilty  of  contempt 
towards  ttie  House.  This  resolution,  however,  goes  upon 
the  ground  that  f  submit,  that  I  plead  guilty;  and  there- 
fore, out  of  pure  kindness,  as  1  hiive  acknowledged  the 
offence,  there  is  no  necessity  of  further  sction  in  refer- 
ence to  mr i  it  presumes  that  I  have  made  concessions 
which  I  hsve  not  made,  snd  that  but  for  such  supposed 
concessions,  I  otight  to  have  been  puniahed  for  doing 
my  duty  in  this  Hmse!  If  such  a  resolution  as  this  were 
to  pass,  it  would  be  said  that,  upon  the  most  iroportsnt 
question  that  ever  came  before  the  House  since  its  first 
origin,  I  bad  received  a  pardon  from  the  House — that 
the  House  hsd  forgiven  mr.  Forgiven  me,  sir?  What 
for?  Forsny  violation  of  the  rules  of  the  House?  Was 
it  a  violation  of  the  rales  to  ask  the  Speaker  if  a  paper 
not  presented  came  under  the  rules,  and  so  might  be 
presented?  Was  thst  a  violation  of  the  rules  of  the 
House?  But  suppose  for  a  moment  that  it  was  a  viola- 
tion of  any  rule  to  ask  a  question  of  the  Speaker,  what 
was  the  duty  of  the  Speaker?  Ought  he  not  to  have 
answered  the  question,  and  to  have  aiid  '*  No;*'  and  that 
the  paper  1  held  in  my  possession  It  would  be  out  of 
order  to  present?  If  the  Speaker  did  not  rebuke  me, 
but  said,  as  he  did  ssy,  that  it  was  a  novel  question,  and 
that  he  would  take  the  advice  of  the  House,  then,  if  I 
am  to  be  indicted  before  the  grand  jury  as  a  felon  and  an 
incendiary,  the  Speaker  must  be  indicted  along  with  me 
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for  putting  to  the  advice  of  the  Home  the  question 
which  he  put  to  it:  I  only  put  the  question  to  the  Speak- 
er, but  the  Speaker  put  the  question  to  the  House. 

I  am  content  that  the  whole  question  go  before  the 
nation  as  it  is  reported  in  the  National  Intelligencer  of 
this  morning.  And  here  I  will  say  that  I  am  not  conscious 
of  having  given  the  least  particle  of  offence  to  the  House, 
nor  of  having  done  any  thing  which  1  would  not  do  over 
again.     My  conduct  was  dicated  by  a  sense  of  duty, 
and  in  ti.e  same  persuasion  of  what  was  my  duty  I  re- 
main still  unshaken.     But,  air,  among  other  things  al- 
leged as  reasons  for  censuring  me,  it  has  been  said  I  have 
trifled  with  the  House.     I  have  already  disclaimed,  and 
again  I  not  only  disclaim  any  such  intention,  but  1  deny 
that  any  man  in  this  House  has  ever  had  cause  to  believe 
tbHt  I  ever  trifled  with  the  House.     Such  was  not  my 
intention;  1  never  was  more  serious  in  any  moment  of 
my  life;  therefore,  1  am  unwilling  that    a    resolution 
should  pau  ccntaining  the  declaration  that  the  House 
ceased  all  further  action  on  the  subject  because  I  made 
disclaimers.     1  renounce  all  advantages  on  the  ground 
of  my  having  made  a  disclaimer.  While  I  totally  disclaim 
any  intention  of  trifling  with  the  House,  while  I  totally 
disclaim  any  purpose  of  off*ending  or  provoking  any  of 
the  members  of  this  House,  while  I  totally  disclaim  any 
conten>ptuous  course  or  any  violation  of  the  rules  and 
orders  of  the  House,  sir,  at  the  same  time  I  disclaim  not 
any  particle  of  what  1  have  done;  not  a  single  word  of 
what  I  have  said  do  1  unsay;  nay,  I  am  ready  to  do  and 
to  say  the  same  again  to-morruw.     One  word  in  con- 
clusion: 1  would  only  beg  the  House  and  the  country 
to  exonerate  me  fronithe  charge  of  consuming  the  time 
of  the  House  here,    it  the  House  had  suffered  the  pe- 
titions to  be  laid  en  the  table  with  the  multitude  of  pe- 
titions there  already  buried  in  oblivion,  no  one  would 
have  heard  of  it  any  more.     As  to  the  time  occupied  by 
me  in  presenting  petitions,  the  whole  time  employed  by 
me  in  the  fulfllment  of  this  great  duty  has  never  at  any 
one  lime  exceeded  half  an  hour.   If  members  have  risen 
to  obstruct  me  in  doing  my  duty,  raising  questions  and 
debating  ibem  interminably,  1  appeal  to  this  House,  T 
appeal  to  the  nation,  that  it  is  not  I  who  am  answerable 
for  this  1«}6S  of  lime. 

Mr.  H  ANNEGAN  then  obtained  the  floor,  and  moved 
the  previous  question,  but  withdrew  the  motion  at  the 
request  of 

Mr.  W.  THOMPSON,  who  ntade  some  remarks  in 
reply  to  Mr.  Adams,  and  then  renewed  the  motion  for 
the  previous  question;  which  was  seconded  by  the 
House:  Yeas  93,  nays  43. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  lay  the 
whole  subject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GHOLSON  called  for  the  yeai  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  moved  an  adjournment. 
Mr.  BOULDIN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  >»hich 
were  not  ordered;  and  the  motion  to  adjourn  was  dtci- 
ded  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table,  and  decided  in  the  negative:  Yeas  59,  nays 
137,  as  follows: 

YxAS — Messrs.  Anthony,  Ash,  Ashley,  Barton,  Beale, 
Beaumont,  Bell.  Black,  Bockee,  Bund,  Cambreleng, 
Casey,  Chaney,  Chapin,  Corwin,  Cushman,  Doubleday, 
Dunlap,  Forester,  Fry,  Fuller,  Galbraith,  Hice  Garland, 
Gillet,  Harper,  Henderson,  Howell,  Hubley,  Hunting- 
ton, Cave  Johnson,  Kennon,  Kilgere,  Klingensmith, 
Lane,  Laporte,  Leonard,  Logan,  Jub  Mann,  Samson 
MHSon.  McCarty,  McKay,  McKeon,  Morgan,  Muhlen- 
berg, Parks,  Patterson,  Phelps,  Joseph  Rejnolds,  Sey- 
mour, Sickles,  Turner,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Wagencr, 
Webster,  Weeks,  White,  Lewis  Williams,  Wiie--59. 
Nats— Messrs.  Adams,  Alford,  Chilton  Allan,  Hemaii 


Allen,  Bailey,  Borden,  Bouldin,  Boyd,  Briggs,  Brovn, 
Buchanan,  Burns,  Bynum,  John  Calhoon,  William  B. 
Calhoun,  Campbell,  Carter,  George  Chambers,  John 
Chambers,  Chapman,  Childs,  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne, 
John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor, 
Cra'ig,  Crane,  Cushtng,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Dcberry, 
Denny,  Droirgoole,'  Elmore,  Evans,  Everett,  Fowkr, 
French,  James  Garland,  Gholson,   Glascock,  Grahtm, 
Granger,  Grantland,  Graves,  Grayson,  Grennell,  Griffin, 
H«ley,   Joseph   Hall,   Hiland   Hall,    Hsnnfgsn,   Htrd, 
Hardin,  Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Ilizel- 
tine,  Herod,    Hoar,  Holsey,    Holt,  Hopkins,  Howird, 
Hunt,  Huntsman,  IngersotI,  Ingham,  William  Jack$on, 
Janes,  Jarvis,  Jenifer,  John  W.  Jones,  Benjsmin  Jones, 
Lawler,  Lawrence,  Lsy,  Thomas  Lee,  Lewis,  Lincoln, 
Love,  Loyall,  Lucap,  Lyon,  Abijah  Mann,  Martin,  Moses 
Mason,  Maury,  McComas,  McKennan,  McLene,  Mercer, 
Miller,  Milligan,  Montgomery,    Morris  Owens,  Page, 
Parker,    Patton,   Dutee  J.  Pearce,   Pearson,   Peyton, 
Phillips,  Pickens  Pinckney,  Potts,  tteed,  Renchcr,John 
Reynolds,    Richardson,    Robertson,    Rogers,    Russell, 
Schenck,  William  B.  Shepard,  Augustine  H.  Sheppcrd, 
Shields,    Shinn,   Slade,    Sloane,    Spangler,    Sprague, 
Standtfer,  Storer,  Sutherland,  John  Thomson,  Waddy 
Thompson,  Underwood,  Ward,  Wardwell,  ElishsWhit. 
tlesey,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  Sherrod  Williams,  YelI-137. 
So  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  decided  in  the 
negative. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  ordering  the  main  question;  which  were  not 
ordered;  and  the  main  question  Vas  then  ordered  to  be 
put.  I 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  called  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion,  so  as  to  take  the  vote  separately  on  each  resolution. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  ^ 
adoption  of  the  first  resolution;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  PARKER  called  for  a  division  of  the  first  resota- 
tion,  making  the  first  branch  of  the  resolution  end  with 
the  word  ••  House." 

The  SPEAKER  decided  this  to  be  out  of  order,  ss 
the  latter  clause  of  the  resolution  would  not  be  a  sub- 
stantive proposition  which  could  stand  by  itself. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  first  resolution, 
in  the  following  words:  "L  JResohed,  That  any  rocrob<r 
wlio  shall  hereaAer  present  any  petition  from  the  sU^c* 
of  this  Union  ought  to  be  considered  as  regardless  of  the 
feelings  of  the  House,  the  rights  of  the  Southern  States, 
and  unfriendly  to  the  Union"— and  decided  in  the  neg« 
ative:  Yeas  92,  nays  105,  as  follows: 

YsAS— Messrs.  Alford,  Beale,  Dell,  Bouldin,  Boyd, 
Bynum,  John  Calhoon,  Cambreleng,  Campbell,  Carter, 
I  John  Chambers,  Chapman,  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  John 
F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Crs'g,  Cra- 
mer, Cushman,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap, 
Elmore,  Forester,  French,  James  GarUnd,  Rice  fi»r* 
land,  Gholson,  Glascock,  Graham,  Grantland,  Gravesi 
Grayson,  Griffin,  Joseph  Hall,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  Hsf 
din,  Albert  G.  Harrison,  Hswkins,  Haynes,  Holsey»  Holt, 
Hopkins,  Howard,  Huntsmsn,  Jenifer,  Joseph  Johnsoiti 
Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Junes,  Lawler,  Lewis,  Loyalli 
Lucas,  Lyon,  Abijah  Mann,  Martin,  Moses  Mason, 
Mauiy,  McKay,  McLene,  Mercer,  Miller,  Montgomery, 
Morgan,  Owens,  Patton,  Peyton,  Pickens,  Pinckney, 
Rencher,  Joseph  Reynolds,  R'chardson,  Robertson, 
Rc'gerf,  William  B.  Shepard,  Augustine  H.  Shcppcrd, 
Shields,  Standefer,  Taliaftrro,  Thomss,  Waddy  Thomp- 
fton.  Turner,  Vanderpoel,  Waid,  White,  Lewis  Wil- 
liam*, Sherrod  Williams,  Wise,  Yell— 92. 

Nats— Merars.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Hcman  A!ler, 
Anthony,  Ashley,  Bailey,  Barton,  Beaumont,  BUS, 
Duckee,  Bond,  Borden,  Brigg«>,  Brown,  Uuchansn, 
Burn*,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Casey,  George  Chamber?, 
Chsney,  Ctapin,   Chctwood,    Childs,  CUrk,  Corsin» 
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Crtof,  Cushinj^y  Darlington,  Denny,  Evans,  Everett, 
Fovler,  Fry,  Fuller,  Galbniith,  Gillet,  Granger,  Gren- 
oell,  Haky,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Harper,  Samuel  S. 
Htrrison,  Huz^ltine,  Henderson,  Herod,  Hoar,  How- 
ell, Hubley,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Ingersoll,  William  Jack- 
ion,  Jinri^  Jarvis,  Denj%rcin  Jones,  Kennon,  Kilgore, 
Klingenimitb,  Line,  Laporte*  Lawrence,  Lay,  Thomas 
Lee,  Leonard,  Lincoln,  Logan,  Love,  Job  Mann,  Sam- 
lOD  Muon,  McCarly,  McKennan,  Milligan,  Morris,  Muh- 
lenberg, Page,  Parker,  Patterson,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Pearson, 
Phelpi,  Phillips,  Potts,  Reed,  John  Reynolds,  Russell, 
Scheock,  Sejmour,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Slade,  Sloane,  Span- 

SIrr,  Sprague,  Storer,  Sutherland,  John  Thomson,  Un- 
ervood,  Wagener,  Wardwell,  Webster,  Weeks,  Elish* 
Wbiitleiev,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey— 105. 

So  the  first  resolution  was  rejected. 

Mr.  PICKEffS  rose  and  said,  as  the  first  resolution 
lad  been  rejected,  he  hoped  the  mover  would  withdraw 
the  ttcond. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  the  resolution  could  not  now 
be  vithdrawn. 

Mr.  HANMEOAN  moved  to  lay  the  second  resolution 
on  the  table;  which  was  pronounced  to  be  out  of  order. 

The  question  wat  then  taken  on  the  second  resulu- 
lion,  vhieh  is  as  follows:  <«  3.  Besoived,  That  the  Hon. 
foil  Q.  AsAKs  having  solemnly  disclaimed  all  de- 
sgn  of  doing  any  thing  disrespectful  to  the  Hoose  in 
the  inquiry  he  made  of  the  Speaker  as  to  the  petition 
{Mirporting  to  be  from  slaves,  and  having  avowed  his  in- 
tention not  to  offer  to  present  the  petition  if  the  House 
vu  of  opinion  that  It  ought  not  to  be  presented — ^there- 
fore, gjl  farther  proceedings  In  regard  to  his  conduct  do 
BOW ceise"— and  passed  in  the  negative:  Yeas  21,  nays 
137,  u  follows: 

Tui-Messrs.  Bell,  Black,  John  C«lhoon,  Carter,  N. 
R.  Claiborne,  John  P.  H.  Claiborne,  Craig,  Deberry, 
Danlip,  Gholson,  Huntsman,  Jenifer,  Lawler,  A.  Mann, 
MiQ^,  Peyton,  Robertson,  Shields,  Standefer,  Wage- 
«^  8.  Williams— 21. 

NATf^Meisrs.  Alford,  C.  Allan,  H.  Allen,  Anthony, 
Bailey,  Barton,  Beaumont,  Bockee,  Bond  Borden,  Boul- 
H  Boyd,  Briggs,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Burns,  W.  B. 
Cilboun,  Cambreleng,  Campbell,  Carr,  Cuey,  George 
Chamber!,  John  Chambers,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapin, 
Chetwood,  ChildSy  Clark,  Cleveland,  Corwin,  Crane, 
Cushing,  Cushman,  Darlington,  Denny,  Doubleday, 
Jnni,  Cferett,  Fowler,  French,  Fry,  Fuller,  Oalbraith, 
winger,  Graves,  Grayson,  Grennell,  Hvley.  Joseph 
"4  Hiland  Hall,  Hamer,  Hard,  Hardin,  Harper,  Sam- 
^^  S.  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Hazeltine,  Hender- 
w»i  Herod,  Hoar,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Howell, 
flabiey,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Ingersoll,  Ingham.  W.  Jack- 
*^i  Janes,  Jarvis,  Jos<*ph  Johnson,  C.  Johnson,  B. 
jooei,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Kllngensmith,  L%ne,  Laporte, 
wvrence,  Lay,  Thomas  Lee,  Lincoln,  Logan,  Love, 
1^*1  J.  Mann,  M.  Mason,  8.  Mason,  McCarty,  McKay, 
IJcKennan,  Miller,  Mlltgan,  Montgomery,  Morgan, 
joffii,  Muhlenberg,  Page,  Parker,  Patterson,  D.  J. 
^eirce,  Pearson,  Phelps,  Phillips.  Pinckney,  Potts, 
^*  Jihn  Reynolds,  Richardson.  Russelt,  Sehenck, 
^<Bour,  A.  H  Shepperd,  Shinn,  Slade,  Sloane,  Span- 
P<^ Sprague,  Storer,  Sutherland,  Thomas,  J.  Thom«on, 
garner,  Underwood,  Vanderpoel,  Wardwell,  Webster, 
^'tU,  White,  B.  Whittlesey,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey, 
w«  Williams,  Wise— 137. 

John  Quiitcy  Adams,  excused. 

^  ibe  second  resolution  was  rejected. 

A  motion  wae  then  made  by  Mr.  LANB  that  the 
Houie  do  adjourn;  which  was  decided  in  the  negative: 
'^  73,  oayi  84.     So  the  House  refused  to  adjoUrn. 

CASE  OF  R.  M.  WHITNEY. 
Mr.  WISE  then  rose  and  said:  Mr.  Speaker,  I  (hank 
^B«  Houie  fjr  not  adjourning.     I  will  detain  it  but  for  a 


few  moments,  and  I  should  not  press  the  matter  f  have 
to  bring  to  its  notic:*  at  this  time  but  for  the  fact  that 
to-morrow,  and,  indeed,  during  the  whole  time  of  the 
sessions  of  the  House,  my  duty  will  call  my  attention  to 
the  select  committee  of  which  1  am  a  member,  and  from 
the  character  of  the  report  itself.  It  is  a  report  affect- 
ing a  question  of  privilege. 

f  am  directed,  continued  Mr.  W.,  by  the  committee 
appointed  on  the  17th  of  January  last,  to  report  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  which,  I  will  promise,  was  adopted 
by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  committee.  Mr.  W.  then 
read  as  follows: 

**  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  who  has  been  summoned  as  a 
witness  before  this  committee,  having,  by  letter,  inform- 
ed the  committee  of  his  peremptory  refusal  to  attend,  it 
becomes  the  duty  of  the  committee  to  make  the  House 
acq«iainted  with  the  fact;  therefore, 

*'  Resolved,  That  the  chairman  be  directed  to  report 
the  letter  of  Reuben  M.  Whitney  to  the  House,  that 
such  order  may  be  taken  thereon  as  the  dignity  and 
character  of  the  House  require." 

Mr.  W.  reiterated  the  fiict  that  this  resolution  had  been 
unanimoualy  adopted,  and  he  sent  to  the  Clerk's  table 
the  letter  of  the  witness,  together  with  snotKer  letter 
showing  the  manner  in  which  the  former  bad  been  com- 
municated to  the  select  committee. 

[This  letter  was  from  the  Hon.  Abijar  Mavit,  of  New 
York;  but,  on  application,  it  could  not  be  obtained.] 

Mr.  W.  continued.  I  will  remark,  sir,  fhst  by  this 
communication  from  the  member  of  the  committee  into 
whose  hands  the  letter  of  the  witness  fell  before  it  fell 
into  mine,  this  letter  of  this  contumacious  witness  reach- 
ed the  committee;  but  I  could  not,  from  self-respect, 
present  it.  Sir,  I  considered  it  disrespectful  to  the  com- 
mittee as  much  as  to  myself  personally.  I  ask  that  it 
be  read. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  said,  under  the  sup- 

gosition  that  this  subject  would  come  up  as  the  first 
ustness  in  order  to-morrow  morning,  and  as  it  was  one 
that  would  be  likely  to  produce  debate,  be  moved  that 
the  H<}use  adjourn. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  asked  the  gentlemsn  from 
Rhode  Island  to  withdraw  the  motion  for  a  moment,  to 
enable  him  to  move  that  the  queation  be  postponed  till 
to-morrow,  and  that  the  letter  of  the  witness,  and  the  ac- 
companying documents,  be  printed. 

Mr.  PRARCE  accordingly  withdrew  the  motion. 

Mr.  WISE,  f  hope  this  House  will  not  order  that 
tetter  to  be  printed  until  they  see  whether  it  be  fit  to  be 
printed  or  not. 

Mr.  PEARCE  then  renewed  his  motion,  and 

The  House  adjourned. 

FaiDAT,  FSBBUABT  10. 

CASE  OF  R.  M.  WHITNEY. 

The  unfinished  business  was  the  report  made  last  even- 
ing, from  Mr.  Wisa,  chairman  of  the  select  committee 
appointed  to  inquire  Into  the  admiitistra*ion  of  the  exec- 
utive departments,  stating  that  Reuben  M.  Whitney  had 
refused  to  appear  before  the  said  committee;  which  re- 
port was  accompanied  by  a  letter  from  U.  M.  Whitney, 
and  a  memorial  from  him,  sent  for  presentation  to  the 
Speaker  on  Monday  last,  but  which  was  not  presented, 
owing  to  the  proceedings  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Adams. 

The  report  conc'udrs  with  the  following  resolution: 

"He$olvedt  That  the  chairman  be  directed  to  repurt  the 
letter  to  the  House,  that  such  order  may  be  taken  at 
the  dignity  and  character  of  the  House  require." 

Mr.  WISE  asked  that  the  communication  of  R.  If. 
Whitney  be  now  read,  that  the  House  might  see  what 
was  its  character,  and  take  auch  steps  as,  in  its  Judg- 
ment, might  be  necessary  to  defend  ils  own  dignity. 
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The  letter  and  memorial  having  been  read. 

The  SPKAKER  said  it  was  proper  he  sliould  state  that 
on  Monday  last,  afier  the  meeting  of  the  House,  a  memo- 
rial of  a  similar  character  was  Inid  on  his  table.  It  was 
not  in  order  on  that  day  for  him  to  present  it,  nor  had  it 
been  in  order  since. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  inquired  whether  the  memorial  laid  on 
tlie  Speaker's  table  was  the  ssme  as  that  referred  to  in 
Mr.  Whitney's  letter  to  the  committee. 

1'he  SPEAKER  said  he  had  glanced  his  eye  cursorily 
over  it,  and  he  was  not  prepared  to  say  whether  it  was 
precisely  the  same,  but,  from  its  tenor,  it  appeared  to 
be  Fo. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  said  that,  if  it  should  be  the  pleasure 
of  the  House  that  the  memorial  should  be  now  presented, 
he  would  give  way. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  objected  to  the 
presentation  of  the  memorial  at  this  time,  on  the  ground 
that  it  had  reference  to  a  collateral  matter,  not  now  be- 
fore the  House. 

Some  desultory  converaation  ensued,  and  the  memo- 
rial finally  was  not  presented. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  then  stated  that,  in  the  few  remarks 
which  he  bad  to  submit,  he  should  make  no  reference 
to  any  proceedings  which  might  have  occurred  in  refer- 
ence to  the  same  individual  before  another  select  com- 
mittee of  this  House. 

He  would  offer  the  following  series  of  resolutions  for 
the  consideration  of  the  House: 

Betolvedt  That  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  in  refusing  to 
appear  as  a  witness  before  a  st  lect  committee  of  this 
House,  acting  by  the  authority  of  the  House,  under  a  res- 
olution of  the  17ih  January  last,  after  being  duly  sum- 
moned thereto,  has  been  guilty  of  a  contempt  of  the 
committee  and  of  the  House. 

Rtiohtd.  That  the  letter  addressed  by  the  said  Reu- 
ben M.  Whitney  to  the  committee,  and  by  the  commit- 
tee referred  to  the  notice  of  this  Houae,  declaring  his  de- 
termination peremptorily  to  decline  to  appear  before  any 
committee  constitute  d  in  such  mannc  rand  of  such  {persons 
as  the  pleasure  and  judgment  of  the  House  ftbali  designate, 
until  the  House,  as  a  condition  precedent,  shall  have  re- 
dressed his  supposed  wrong*,  both  in  the  manner  and 
aiyle  of  communication,  ia  contumacious,  arrogant,  and 
oflTensivet  alike  disrespectful  to  the  House,  and  utterly 
subversive  of  its  rightful  authority. 

i?efo/pe(/,  That  the  Speaker  of  the  House  issue  his  war- 
rant, directing  the  Sergeant-at-arms  to  take  into  custody 
the  person  of  the  said  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  that  he  may 
be  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  House,  to  answer  for  the 
contempt  af(»reaaid.  ^ 

Mr.  L.  aaid  he  had  oflered  these  resolutions  on  his  own 
responsibility.  Although  the  resolution  which  was  ap- 
pended to  the  report  of  the  committee  had  been  adopt- 
ed unanimously,  with  the  exception  of  the  chairman, 
[\1r.  Wiss,]  who,  from  motives  of  del. cacy,  had  not 
voted  upon  it,  yet  they  had  not  thought  it  proper  for 
them  to  indicate  any  course  of  action  for  the  House  to 
pursue.  But,  as  the  report  itself  presupposed  the  ne- 
cessity of  some  action,  he  had  thought  right,  as  an  indi- 
vidual member  of  the  committee  and*of  the  House,  to 
prepare  theHc  resolutions. 

It  was  his  intention  to  allude  to  Mr.  Whitney  only  aa  a 
contumacious  witness,  tn  relation  to  other  charges 
which  had  been  brought  against  Mr.  W.  elsewhere, 
whether  he  was  corrupt  or  whether  he  was  oppressed, 
he  (Mr.  L.)  had  not  a  word  to  say.  It  seemed  to  him 
that.  In  the  present  stage  of  the  business,  the  Hnuae  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  memorial,  at  least  until  it  was 
properly  before  the  House. 

The  only  question  now  wa%  whether  he  had  been 
guilty  of  contempt  in  refusing  to  appear  before  the  com- 
mittee) and  the  question  towards  Mr.  W.  was  precisely 


the  same  as  it  would  be  towards  any  other  individuaL 
The  first  inquiry  which  presented  itself  was,  had  the 
committee  the  authority  to  issue  this  summons?  Mr.  L*. 
proceeded  to  argue  that  the  power  of  the  committee,  sis 
the  representative  of  the  House,  under  the  reaoluiion 
which  authorized  the  said  committee  to  call  for  persons 
and  papers,  was  undeniablei  that  Mr.  Whitney  had  been 
giiily  of  a  legal,  technical,  cor.atructive  conteiiipf»  for 
which  he  was  responmblet  and  that,  if  he  was  not  made 
responsible,  it  would  be  uaeleaa  to  attempt  to  investi^te 
any  subject  by  the  intervention  of  witneasea. 

Mr.  BRI6GS  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr.  LiKcoLv]  that  the  first  two  reaolutions 
would  belong  more  properly  to  a  later  stage  of  the  buai- 
nessi  and  referred  to  the  caaes  of  Anderaon  and  Hous- 
ton, on  the  journal,  when  the  proceeding  aimply  ws»  to 
call  the  individuals  to  the  bar  of  the  House,  to  give  them 
an  opportunity  to  be  heard  on  the  question  of  contempt. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  aaid  he  did  not  offer  these  resolutions 
without  due  reflection.  The  gentleman  would  find  that 
there  was  a  reason  given  in  the  resolutions  for  bringing 
the  individual  to  the  bar  of  the  Houae.  This  was  only 
a  different  mode  of  effecting  the  aame  objects  naore 
formal,  more  full,  and,  as  Mr.  L.  believed,  more  satisfac- 
tory. The  first  two  resolutions  were  mere  iotroductioni 
to  the  third.  . 

Mr.  DRIG63  said  ihe^  House  was  called  on  by  these 
resolutions  to  ssy  that  this  individual  had  been  guilt  j  of  a 
contempt.  That  waa  a  question  in  which  the  individual 
was  deeply  interested,  and  in  »hich  he  ought  to  answer. 
The  proper  course  would  be  to  bring  him  here,  and  not  to 
pronounce  on  his  innocence  or  guilt  before  he  bad  had 
an  opportunity  of  being  heard. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  could  not  understand  what  justification 
there  could  be  for  bringing  Mr.  Whitney  to  ibe  bar«  un- 
leu  some  offence  had  been  stated.  He  instanced  the 
case  of  Mr.  Asaxs,  under  consideration  during  the  pres- 
ent week,  where  the  offence  wss  distinctly  alleged. 
The  first  two  resolutions  assumed  the  fact  of  the  offence 
aa  the  basia  of  the  third;  but  it  did  not  follow  that  the 
individual  muatbe  condemned.  The  Houae  must  allege 
some  cause  as  the  foundation  for  its  intervention. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  alluded  to  the  case  of  Anderaon,  where 
the  letter  in  which  the  offence  was  alleged,  and  which 
was  ita  evidence,  had  been  loade  the  baaia  of  a  reaolution 
directing  the  Speaker  to  issue  his  warrant  for  the  arrest 
of  the  party.  In  the  present  case,  the  authority  on 
which  the  resolution  directing  the  Speaker  to  issue  his 
warrant  would  be  founded  waa  the  report  of  the  select 
committee,  aetting  forth  the  fact  of  the  refusal  of  Mr. 
Whitney  to  attend.  The  next  atep  waa  to  bring  him  to 
the  bar  of  the  House,  and  not  to  pronounce  a  verdict 
against  him,  as  the  first  resolution  did,  before  he  had 
been  heard.  The  same  course  had  been  pursued  in  the 
case  of  Houston.  The  letter  of  the  individual  who  staled 
himself  to  have  beea  knocked  down  on  the  avenue  waa 
made  the  basia  for  the  iaaue  of  the  Speaker's  warrant  to 
bring  the  offending  parly  to  the  bar. 

He  would  therefore  move  to  amend,  by  atriking  out 
the  first  two  resolutions;  and  to  amend  the  third  resolu- 
tion by  striking  out  the  words  "said"  and  **  aforesaid,*' 
and  inseHing  before  the  word  "contempt"  the  words 
"an  alleged." 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Messrs.  LINCOLN,  PARKS* 
and  MERCER, 

Mr.  BRIGGS  modified  his  motion  to  amend  aa  foUowa: 

Strike  out  the  first  two  resolutions,  and  insert  the  ful* 
lowing  preamble,  &c.: 

Whereas  a  committee  of  this  House  have  reported 
that  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  of  the  city  of  Washington, 
has  peremptorily  refused  to  appear  before  the  said  com* 
mittee  to  give  evldc  nee  in  obedience  to  a  aummuna  issued 
by  said  committee:  therefore,  JRwAttd^  &c.,  [being  the 
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Bme  u  the  third  reiolation  heretofore  offered  by  Mr. 
Liicoiv  ] 

Mr.  6H0LS0N  called  for  the  reading  of  the  report 
of  the  committee;  which  wu  read. 

Mr.  D.  J  P BARGE  contended  that  the  Houie,  in  de- 
termininK  on  this  attachment,  mint  enter  into  an  expla- 
nation of  the  causes  of  the  rerusaU  whether  those  causes 
were  true  or  false;  and  whether*  if  true,  they  were  suf- 
ficient to  justify  bis  refusal.  Something,  be  thought, 
vas  necenary  to  be  shown,  beyond  the  naked  fact  of 
refunl. 

Mr.  HARDIN  contended  that,  inasmuch  ai  the  refusal 
of  Mr.  Whitney  to  attend  before  the  committee  had 
bsen  anconditional  and  absolute,  the  House  ought  to 
direct  the  Speaker  to  issue  his  warrant  that  the  tndirid- 
ail  mi^t  be  brought  to  the  bar,  and  give  hit  reasons 
bere  why  he  did  not  testify. 

Mr.  LANE  suggested  that  the  resolution  should  be  to 
iBodtfird  IS  to  give  the  sense  of  the  House  that  Mr. 
Whitney  ought  to  appear  before  the  committee;  and  if 
Rich  should  be  declared  to  be  the  sense  of  the  House, 
Mr.  L.  undertook  to  say  that  Mr.  Whitney  would  ap- 
pear ind  answer  qoeitions  as  he  ought  to  answer  them. 

Mr.  PARKS  moved  to  a^nend  the  resolution  by  stri- 
kiDgouttbe  words  '*  alleged  contempt,*'  and  inserting 
'*to  answer  for  hia  conduct  in  so  refusing  to  appear  be- 
fore the  said  committee." 

Mr.  LINCOLN  here  modified  his  amendment,  to  read 
uroilovs: 

Resohed,  That  whereas  the  select  committee  of  thia 
Hottie,  acting  by  the  authority  of  the  House  under  a 
rtiQluiion  of  the  17th  of  January  last,  has  reported  that 
R-  M.  Whitney  peremptorily  refused  to  give  evidence 
ii  obedience  to  a  summons  duly  issued  by  said  commit- 
tee, and  has  addressed  to  the  committee  the  letter  re- 
ported by  said  committee  to  the  Houses  Therefore, 

BuoM,  That  the  Speaker  of  this  House  issue  his 
varrant,  directed  to  the  Sergeant-at-arms,  to  take  into 
»utody  the  body  of  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  that  he  may 
be  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  House,  to  answer  for  an 
kUet^ed  contempt  of  thia  House. 

Tbe  Mibject  was  further  debated  by  Metsrs.  PARKS, 
^iSB.  D.  J.  PEARCE,  ROBERTSON,  MERCER, 
UNCOLN,  and  A.  MANN. 

Mr.  BOON  moved  the  previous  question;  but  there 
»»  no  second. 

The  queatioo  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment  pfth 
P*>^  by  Mr.  Pabkb;  which  amendment  was  rejected. 

And  the  questioo  recurring  on  the  adoption  of  the 
oodJied  resolution, 

tfr.  THOMSON,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  strike  out  all  that 
IJ°^>on  of  the  resolution  which  directs  *'  the  Speaker  of 
^  ilouie  to  issue  his  warrant  directing  the  Sergeant- 
^rmt  to  take  into  custody  the  person  of  Reuben  M. 
j^bitoey,  that  be  may  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  the 
Houe/'  ind  to  insert  **  summons  directly  the  Sergeant- 
^t-inas  to  summon  the  said  Reuben  M.  Whitney  to  ap- 
P<»r  before  this  House,  to  answer,"  &o.j  which  amend- 
*«  waa  rejected. 

Tlie  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  GRAVES,  LIN- 
COLN, tnd  CHAMBERS  of  Pennsylvania. 

Nr.  CLAIBORNE,  of  Misaissippi,  moved  to  amend  the 

^«lutioQ  by  adding  at  the  end  thereof  «and  that  be 

»« allowed  counsel,  when  brought  to  the  bar,  should  he 
dcire  it" 

^e  anendment  was  accepted  by  Mr.  Lx«ooi.v,  as  a 
BwdlficaUon. 
,  Mr.  CLAIBORNE  then  addressed  the  House  as  foL 

Mr.  Speaker,  (said  Mr.  C.,)  let  no  man  call  me  the 

ntDd  of  Reuben  M.  Whitney.  If  he  stood  in  that  group, 

eoutd  acarcely  identify  him.     I  am  no  lawyer,  nor  do  I 

•Pp«t  here  as  bis  advocate.     1  confess  myself  preju- 


diced against  him.  The  miny  charges,  mysterious  and 
undefined,  which  have  been  brought  against  him  here 
by  gentlemen  high  in  rank — ^the  constant  denunciations 
with  which  he  has  been  visited — the  glittering  tomahawk 
which  has  been  held  over  bis  head,  like  the  sword  of 
Damoclea-^have  made  upon  my  mind  unfavorable  im- 
pressions. There  are  other  reasons,  sir,  which  I  will 
not  nsme.  But  he  is  an  American  citizen,  accused  of  a 
serious  offence,  and  f  demand  counsel  for  him.  Sir,  I 
voted  last  session,  time  after  time,  in  a  minority,  with 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wias,1  for  bis  com- 
mittee of  inveatigation.  I  voted  uniformly  for  it  this  ses- 
sion; but  I  will  not  consent  that  a  resolution  shall  pass  to 
drag  to  this  bar  a  free  citizen  of  the  republic,  to  be  tried 
by  those  who  sre  prejudiced  sgainst  him,  without  secu- 
ring to  him  the  privilege  of  counsel.  I  denounce  it  as  a 
high-banded  and  arbitrary  proceeding,  unworthy  of  the 
age  in  which  we  live,  and  disgraceful  to  the  tribunal  that 
sanctions  It. 

[Mr.  LiwcoLv  here  rose  and  accepted  the  amendment 
oflered  by  Mr.  CLAiaomirB.] 

Mr.  C.  continued.  I  am  gtad  that  the  rentfeman  has 
agreed  to  this  set  of  justice.  It  removes  from  this  pro- 
ceeding its  most  obnoxious  feature.  But  I  doubt,  if  1  do 
not  deny,  the  propriety  of  dragging  Whitney  to  this  bar. 
I  have  my  doubts  whetl^r  he  has  been  guilty  of  a  con- 
tempt. Sir,  your  doctrme  of  contempts  is  a  dangerous 
doctrine,  that  originated  in  times  unfavorable  to  human 
libertyi  in  those  old  days  of  privilege  and  prerogative, 
when  the  rights  of  the  citizen,  if  understood,  were  not 
defined,  and  when  parliamentary  bodies  were  used  by 
Rings  as  instruments  of  oppression  and  persecution. 
The  power  of  Congress  to  punish  for  contempts,  if  such 
a  power  exists  at  all,  is  not  expressly  conferred*  but  Is 
incidental,  and  arises  ex  neeeuitalU  rti.  Where  is  the 
clause  in  the  constitution  making  the  grant  and  defining 
a  contempt?  Sir,  it  ia  a  constructive  and  incidental 
power.  The  powers  and  privileges  of  Congress  are  not, 
like  those  of  the  British  Parliament  unlimited,  unde- 
fined, and  omnipotent)  on  the  contrary,  they  are  abridged 
and  specific.  Our  courts  of  justice  have  tbe  power  to 
punish  for  contemptsi  but  it  is  not  s  constructive  power, 
arising  out  of  the  mere  act  that  established  them,  but 
was  conferred  by  a  statute,  restraining  in  its  character, 
in  1789.  Ttie  common  law  does  not  invest  the  federal 
courts  with  this  power,  nor  can  we  derive  it  from  the 
common  law.  As  a  system,  the  common  law  does  not 
constitute  any  part  of  the  law  of  the  United  States,  ac- 
cording to  the  highest  courts  of  the  country;  an  opinion, 
too,  upon  which  Congress  has  uniformly  legislated.  No 
department  of  Government  can  therefore  derive  any 
such  authority  from  it.  In  1831,  af)er  the  memorable 
trial  of  Judge  Peck,  of  Missouri,  Congress  deemed  it 
necessary  to  define,  by  law,  the  nature  of  contempts  of 
court. 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  whole  doctrine  of  contempts,  as 
held  in  England,  is  dangerous  and  tyrannical,  not  only 
because  it  is  undefined,  but  because  from  it  there  ia  no 
appeal.  One  court  cannot  auperviae  the  decision  of  an- 
other. There  can  be  no  appeal,  for  inatance,  from  the 
King's  Bench  to  the  Common  Pleas,  nor  from  the  Chan- 
cery to  the  Exchequer.  However  wrong  the  judgment, 
or  evident  the  error,  or  severe  the  punishment,  there 
can  be  no  appeal.  The  power  is  unlimited,  beyond 
control,  and  may  be  applied,  without  cause,  whenever 
the  ruling  party  thinks  proper  to  adjudge  it.  Sir,  if  the 
common  law  is  not  in  force  here,  if  we  have  no  iex  par- 
Uamenti,  tf  all  our  privileges  are  strictly  limited  and  de- 
fined, whence  do  you  derive  the  power  now  assumed^ 
Have  your  deliberations  been  obstructed  f  Beware,  sir, 
how  >ou  venture  upon  these  constructive  doctrines  to 
deprive  a  freeman  of  his  liberty.  How  long  will  it  be 
before  a  majority  here  may  muzzle  the  freedom  of  the 
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preMt  and  punish  a  diflerence  of  opinion  at  a  contempt? 
We  shall  have  revived  upon  us  the  sedition  law.  De- 
ware,  Mr.  Speaker,  of  English  precedenta  unfavorable 
to  individual  rights. 

<*  To  introduce  examples  from  the  Dritiah  House  of 
Commons"  observed  the  late  Chief  Justice  Parsons,  of 
Massachusetts,  in  a  case  of  legislative  privilege  before 
him,  *<  cannot  much  illustrate  the  subject.  The  privi- 
leges of  that  House  are  not  derived  from  any  written 
constitution,  but  hsve  been  acquired  by  the  sueceisful 
struggles  of  centuries,  directed  either  against  monarchy 
or  an  hereditary  sristocracy.  The  exertions  of  the  Com- 
mons have  generally  been  popular,  because  the  people 
were  supposed  to  reap  the  fruits  of  them.  In  this  Stste 
we  have  a  written  constitution,  formed  by  the  people, 
in  which  they  have  defined  not  only  the  powers  but  the 
privileges  of  the  House,  either  by  express  words  or  by 
neeesaary  implication.  A  struggle  for  privileges  in  this 
Stat^  would  be  a  contest  against  the  people,  to  wrest 
from  them  what  they  have  not  chosen  to  grant.'* — (4 
Msss.  R.  1.) 

Ours  is  a  written  constitution.  The  powers  and  the 
privileges  of  Congress,  which  may  be  in  some  messure 
regarded  aa  distinct,  are  there  laid  down.  We  cannot 
transcend  them.  Any  effort  to  enlarge  them  would  be 
to  usurp  from  the  people  aMthority  heretofore  not 
grsnted  to  us  by  them.  Tell*  me,  sir,  where  is  their 
grant  to  you  to  issue  a  warrant  against  Whitney  f  Tou 
arraign  him  before  a  tribunal  prejudiced  against  himj 
some  of  those  who  compose  it  sre  his  avowed  enemies; 
you  try  and  convict  him;  there  is  no  appeal  from  your 
verdict  I  you  may  imprison,  fine,  mutilate^  or  even  trans- 
port him,  and  there  is  no  redress.  You  claim  this  stu- 
pendous power  as  an  incidental  right,  for  it  is  nowhere 
granted.  Sir,  do  you  think  the  people  will  tolerate  an 
as^iumption  so  monstrous?  I  deny  that  you  have  any 
constitutional  authority  to  sostsin  this  doctrine  of  con- 
structive offences.  You  might  be  pardoned  for  assu- 
ming incidental  powers  to  preserve  this  body  from  inde- 
corum or  violence}  but,  in  a  case  like  this,  where  no  ac- 
tusl  violence  has  been  committed,  where  no  positive  in- 
dignity has  been  offered,  and  where  a  citizen  merely  de- 
clines to  appear  before  a  committee,  whose  chairman, 
he  alleges,  has  menaced  his  life,  the  exercise  of  such  a 
doubtful  prerogative  would  be  very  inexpedient. 

Sir,  there  is  one  striking  difference  between  the  Brit- 
ish Parliament  and  the  American  Congress.  The  for- 
mer considers  itself  a  court  of  general,  and,  in  respect 
to  contempts,  of  exclusive  jurisdiction,  claiming  to  de- 
rive from  the  custom  of  Parliament,  which  is  part  and 
parcel  of  the  law  of  England.  All  the  books  so  recog- 
nise it.  Its  judicial  powers  were  fully  shown  in  the  cel- 
ebrated debate,  in  1771,  upon  a  reaolution  to  punish  the 
Lord  Mayor  of  London  for  an  alleged  contempt.  In 
1830,  however,  in  the  House  of  Peers,  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, in  the  teeth  of  all  previous  authority,  denied  the 
existence  of  punitive  power  in  Psriiament.  He  admit- 
ted that  it  could  imprison  for  self-protection,  but  not 
punish  in  any  other  mode.  Now,  air,  if  such  a  doubt 
was  entertained  by  one  of  the  highest  functionaries  and 
one  of  the  ablest  lawyers  in  England,  in  the  face,  too, 
of  thoae  innumerable  precedents  cited  by  Lord  Ray- 
mond, Coke,  Salkeld,  Chitty,  East,  and  others;  if  he 
declares  its  exercise  unfiA?orable  to  public  liberty,  is  it 
unreasonable  for  ua  to  doubt  ita  conatitutionality  in  this 
country,  and  the  expediency  of  resorting  to  itP  Sir, 
when  we  exercise  this  power  of  arresting  and  holding  in 
custody  a  citizen,  ^o  we  not  violate  that  part  of  the  con- 
stitution which  declares  '*  that  no  person  shall  be  de- 
prived of  liberty  or  property  without  due  process  of 
Ijw^*'  In  the  well-known  case,  in  14  East,  of  Uurdett  ts. 
Abbott,  when  it  was  contended  that  the  arrest  of  Bur- 
dett,  for  a  contempt,  was  in  violation  of  that  celebrated 


act  of  Parliament  from  which  this  clause  of  our  const 
tution  was  derived.  Lord  Ellenborough  declared  that  '■ 
did  not  violate  that  act,  because  it  waa  authorized  ani 
warranted  by  the  law  of  Parliament,  which  was  equal 
ly  the  law  of  the  land.  Sir,  that  answer  may  hav 
been  veiy  correct  In  England,  but  it  cannot  be  sui 
tained  in  this  country,  where  there  is  no  such  law,  an 
where  there  is  no  express  grant  of  such  a  power  in  tfa 
conatitution.  IMiere  is  no  more  dangerous  power  tha 
that  which  justifies  the  puni&hment  of  constructive  coi 
tempts.  Unlimited,  undefined,  unknown  to  the  peopU 
its  exercise  comes  upon  the  citizen  like  the  penaltiea  < 
the  laws  of  the  Roman  tyrant,  which  were  printed  i 
italics,  and  elevated  beyond  the  reach  of  vision. 

Whence  is  this  prerogative  derived^      If  from    tb 

constitution,  point  out  the  clause.     If  conferred  by  i^ 

constitution,  is  it  not  the  duty  of  Congress  before  n 

sorting  to  it,  to  settle  and  define  its  boundaries,  and  I 

prescribe  the  penalties  by  law }    But  it  is  said  to  be 

necessary  incident  of  a  legislative  body,  necessary  1 

preserve  its  existence,  and  enable  it  to  transact  the  pu] 

lie  business.     There  may  be  some  foundation  for  th 

delicate  but  dangerous  claim  to  inherent,  undele^te 

grants,  as  regards  actual  contempts  committed  in   th 

presence  of  this  body,  and  obstructing  its  operation! 

Such  a  claim  may  be  allowed  on  the  principle  of  nece 

sity;  but  where  is  the  necessity  of  the  power  in  re^i 

to  constructive  or  implied  contempts,  and  what  is  tl 

limitation  upon  Itf    The  moment  we  step  beyond  XM 

doctrine  of  punishment  for  actual  offences  of  this  kln< 

we  venture  upon  a  tttra  inengniia^  whose  boundari^ 

hsve  never  been  delineated;  wtiose  powers  and  extei 

have  never  been  defined  by  any  crdr,  ancient  or  mo^ 

ern.     Let  os  pause,  snd  closely  examine  the  tenures  t 

which  we  claim,  before  we  enter  upon  grounda  so  ui 

certain,  so  dangerous,  so  obnoxious  to  the  spirit  of  oi 

Government  and  people.     It  may  be  very  conveniei 

for  this  House  to  punish  a  citizen  for  an  implied  misdi 

meaner;  but  the  convenience  of  the  doctrine  does  ni 

grant  the  power.     Show  me,  sir,  a  case  of  absolute  n^ 

cessity  to  warrant  the  exercise  of  this  power.     What 

the  doctrine  of  constructive  cOntemptsr    How  far  do< 

it  go?    Where  does  it  stopf    If  yuu  send  interrogatorn 

to  a  citizen  of  Virginis,  can  you  drag  him  from  hia  hoir 

and  incarcerate  him  here,  should  he  refuse  to  answe] 

Or  would  you  consign  him  to  the  jail  of  his  own  countj 

Vfho  a'ould  arrest  him^    Who  commit  htm*     If  yc 

fined  him,  who  would  collrct  it;  and,  when  collected 

how  would  you  dispose  of  it?  Sir,  in  my  opinion,  sn  si 

tion  would  lie  against  your  Sergeant-at-arms   for   tl 

false  imprisonment  of  Whitney;  and  a  judge  would  b 

bound  to  release  him  on  a  habeaa  corpus.  Would  you  si 

rest  this  judge  for  a  contempt?      Suppose  s    citize 

should  shut  himself  up  in  his  castle,  snd  resist  your  pn 

cess  even  unto  the  death  of  your  officer;  would  you  tri 

and  condemn,  and  execute  him?     How,  when,   when 

Suppose  your  Sergeant  should  apply  to  a  magistrate  i 

this  city  for  tipoue  eomiiaiui,  and  be  rtfdmA,  would  yt 

punish  the  magistrate  for  a  contempt?    Can  you  punii 

editors  who  speak  contemptuously  of  your  proceeding 

If  so,  God  help  the  letter  writers!    Can  you  convert  tli 

House  into  a  judicial  tribunal,  which  shall  be  judg'i 

witness,  accuser,  and  prosecutor,  in  its  own  case,  and  ii 

fiicl  any  punishment  it  chooses?    If  so,  where  is  the  fre 

dom  of  the  citizen;  where  our  boasted  trial  by  jur^ 

where  that  '*  due  process  of  law,"  that  **  liberty"  g^us 

antied  by  the  constitution?    Carry  out  these  undefined 

discretionary  doctrines,  and  it  will  demonstrate    eith< 

your  unbounded  power  or  your  utter  impotency.     Xt: 

me  not,  sir,  of  the  precedents  of  the  British  Parlismen 

Thst  is  a  body  confessedly  omnipotent.    This  is  one  < 

limited  powers.     Their  claim  to  punish  for  offences  i 

this  nature  is  drawn  from  a  system  of  recognised   Isi 
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We  are  mere  agents  for  the  exercise  of  limited  and  spe- 
cific graDti;  and  I  thank  God  that  it  is  so.  I  rejoice  that 
freedom  of  speech  and  the  right  of  self-defence  cannot 
be  curtailed;  that  all  your  enactments  in  relation  to  thew 
ire  Toid{  that  gentlemen  cannot,  if  they  would,  have 
I  legislative  auto  da  ft^  and  burn  every  man  for  con- 
teiBpt  vbo  will  not  follow  them  or  applaud  their  acts. 

I  come  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  my  second  position.  I 
deny  that  this  House  can  justly  punish  any  one  for  a  con- 
tempt or  breach  of  privilege,  bd  long  as  the  gross  and  out- 
rageoiu  procedure  of  the  member  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  Adams]  remains  unpunished.  Sir,  it  is  mockery  to 
carry  out  this  solemn  farce.  Talk  not  to  me  of  vindicating 
your  insulted  dignity  by  the  prosecution  of  Whitney. 
Vou  hare  no  dignity  to  vindicate.  [Here  the  Chair  in- 
terposed, and  said  that  the  rules  did  not  permit  reflec- 
tions upon  the  House.]  Mr.  Speaker,  (said  Mr.  C.,)  I 
visb  to  violate  no  rule,  and  will  confine  myself  to  mat- 
ten  of  fact.  An  outrage  long  matured,  mallcrnusly  de- 
v'iKd,  and  boldly  perpetrated,  has  been  offered  to  this 
lioiise,  in  the  face  uf  the  whole  country.  Your  rules 
hire  been  violated,  and  your  Judgment  defied,  by  onie 
vbo  rejoices  in  the  alarm  and  excitement  he  occasions, 
like  tbe  midnight  incendiary  who  fires  the  dwelling  of 
bis  enemy,  and  listens  with  pleasure  to  the  screams  of 
bis  burning  victims.  [The  Speaker  again  stated  that 
personal  remarks  could  not  be  jillowed.]  Sir,  (contin- 
oed  Hr.  C.,)  1  speak  as  a  Creole  of  the  South,  a  slave- 
bolder  and  a  phnter,  whose  all  of  earthly  hope  is  iden- 
M  with  Mississippi,  when  I  denounce  the  conduct  of 
tbit  member  ss  disgraceful  and  unpardonable.  [Cri2s 
of  "order!"  in  the  neighborhood  of  Mr.  Aoams  and 
of  "go  on!  %o  on!*'  from  the  Southern  members.]  Sir, 
if  the  rules  allowed  me,  I  would  aay  that,  instead  of  tri- 
%  with  Reuben  Bf.  Whitney,  (his  HQUse  had  better 
ndeem  its  lost  reputation  and  atone  to  the  outraged 
Smtb,  by  visiting  upon  this  political  Erostratus  the  pun- 
■boent  due  to  his  crime. 

Sir,  if  a  man,  venerable  for  his  sge  and  station,  here- 
lof«>rc  high  in  the  confi^lence  of  his  country,  snd  en- 
Wd  with  extraordinary  abilities,  not  diminished  by 
1^  wear  and  tear  of  time.  Is  suffered  in  this  hall,  under 
|be  broad  light  of  heaven,  thus  to  insult  you,  I  say  you 
wre  no  right  to  take  cognizance  of  a  doubtful  offience 
coffimitied  by  an  obscure  citizen.  If  you  meanly  shrink 
''on  chastising  where  chastisement  is  due,  if  you  suffer 
Jbe  proud  and  influential  to  esc^pp,  and  vent  the  furv 
^  your  passions  upon  a  powerless  citizen,  you  will 
|'*»>d  befure  the  country  like  some  tyrant  king,  feared 
»deed,  but  distrusted  and  despised.  Why  is  it  that  so 
^lyhere,  who  have  been  conspicuous  in  crying  order! 
*^!  at  every  violation  of  the  rules,  who  are  so  pru- 
r^f  petulant,  and  squeamish,  when  their  own  dignity 
"diiputed,  are  willing  to  engage  in  this  prosecution, 
*beo  they  have  ju»t  refused  to  censure  the  perpetrator 
<^ui  outrage  that  has  no  parallel  in  parliamentary  his- 
^<^(7\  Sir,  when  gentlemen  answer  me  this,  inforo  cori' 
'^*°'^f  I  will  calmly  listen  to  their  arguments  for  this 
P'P^ccui'ion.  I  will  try  to  be  persuaded  of  the  pro- 
^1  of  converting  (his  body  into  a  grand  council,  to 
iitupon  political  creeds,  and  determine  what  is  hetero- 
'«z  in  our  articles  of  faith,  or  into  a  committee  of  in- 
^st,  the  instrument  of  defeated  minorities  or  trium- 
P^t  najoritiesb  empowered  to  prosecute  and  punish 
^notious  individuals. 

}^Jy  Speaker,  I  have  hitherto  sat  in  silence,  when  the 
*»ject  of  slavery  has  been  brought  op  here,  and  stifled 
*'th'n  my  burning  bosom  the  sentiments  which  I  could 
^  utter.  From  my  earliest  childhood  1  have  been 
^uf^ht  that  none  but  a  slaveholder  had  a  right  to  dis- 
^o  the  subject;  and  when  1  heard  gentlemen  constant- 
■7  declaiming  about  it,  nothing  but  your  rigid  rules  pre- 
heated me  from  saying  that  the  utterance  of  such  senti- 


ments in  the  State  from    which  I  come,  by  a  statute 
drawn  by  my  own  hand,  would  doom  them  to  the  high- 
est punishment  known  to  the  law.     Let  not  gentlemen 
seek  to  disguise  their    designs    by  confining  their  re- 
marks to  the  abolition  of    slavery  in  this  District.     It 
stands  here,  as  in  the  States,  upon  a  tenure  which  you 
cannot  dispute.     It  is  a  vested,  indefeisible,  inalienable 
right,  existing  prior  to  the  cession  by  Maryland  and  Vir- 
ginia— a  right  which  those  States  did  not  and  could  not 
surrender.     They  themselves  have    no  such  power  to 
violate  veated  rights.     I  deny  your  jurisdiction  over  the 
question,  In  any  form  \  you  have  no  authori(y  to  enter- 
tain it,  even  for  a  moment.     It  is  a  flamnt  and  danger- 
ous assumption  of  poweri  a  stretch  of  prerogative  that 
can  never  be  submitted  to.     Whenever  such  a  power  is 
assumed,  you  affect  the  stability  of  property,  you  violate 
a  sacred  charter,  you  throw  open  to  every  Invader  the 
closed  portals  of  the  constitution.     You   manumit  by 
frsud  and  violence  the  slavea  that  you  affect  to  pity;  you 
doom   them  to  beggpary,   outlawry,    pros' itution,   and 
crime,  and  turn  against  them  the  arms  of  their  own  mas- 
ters.    Sir,  gentlemen  are  eloquent  on  this  subject.  All 
their  eloquence  falls  like  an   iceberg  on  my  heart.     I 
feel  the   impropriety  of  their  course.     I   see  it  in  the 
alarm  and  diatrust  they  have  produced,  in  the  anxious 
vigils  of  my  neighbors,  in  the  broken  slumbers  and  start- 
ling dreams  of  the  beautiful  beings  that  we  idolize  and 
watch.     What  eomfbrt,  what  guarantee,  do  your  prom- 
ises carry  to  the  insulated  pUntations  of  the  South  f 
What  know  you  of  our  condition,  living,  as   you  do,  in 
crowded  cities,  where  your  lamp-eyed   streets  are  sen- 
tinelled, snd  ten  thousand  bayonets  bristle  for  your  pro- 
tection? Sir,  your  false  benevolence,  yuur   officious  in- 
terference, your  incendiary  publications,  have  already 
done  us  irremediable   injury.     You   have  demoralized 
our  alaves,  and   fired  them   with  discontent,  and  made 
them  feel  a  chain   which  thev  never  felt  until  now.     In 
their  natural  condition,   before  your  emissaries  came 
among  us,  they  were  more  honest,  virtuous   and  inde- 
pendent, had  more  pride  of  character  and  love  of  coun- 
try, than  nine  tenths  of  the  incendiaries  that  sign  these 
petitions.     Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  no  prophet  of  evil,  and 
speak  no  Cassandra  voice;  but  1  tell  you,  in  the  names 
of  the   50,000  freemen  I   represent,  that   we  must  be 
quieted  on  this    question;    not    soothed,  not  drugged 
with  opiates  into  temporary  apathy,  but  we  must  receive 
a  solemn  assurance  that  our  rights  are   neither  to  be 
questioned  nor  debated.     When  1  speak  of  the  South,  I 
include  this  District.     We  plant  our  feet  on  this  posi- 
tion.    If  you  can  legislate  on  the  subject  here,  you  have 
jurisdiction  in  Virginis.    If  you  prescb  your  crusade  in 
this  metropoli*,  the  cuntsgion  will  soon   spread  in  the 
adjoining  States.     If  ynu  locUe  your  colony  of  free  ne- 
groes and  enthusiasts  here,  you  establish  a  battery  from 
which  may  be  thrown  burning  shells  filled  with  mis- 
chief  and   massacre,  into  every  dwelling    in  the  South. 
Here  will  be  the  rendezvous;  here  bigotry  will  muster 
its  forces;  from  this  political  Vatican  it  will  send  foith 
its  anathemas;  and,  in  a'  few  years,  a  Scuthem  man  will 
be  hisaed  as  he  walks  that  avenue.     Mr.   Spenker,   1 
will  not  impeach  the  great  body  t  f  the  people  of  the 
North,     it  may  not  be  her  fault  that  the  red  squadrons 
of  fanaticism  are  careering  through  her  territories;  that 
there  la  now  in  her  bosom  an  figrarian  and  Vandal  spiri', 
which  would  shake  the  Doric  edifice  of  her  morals,  and 
trample  down  the  Corinthian  porticoes  of  literature  and 
art.     But  it  will  be  her  crime  if  she  does  not  resist  and 
s'ifle  its  denationalizing  btream,  until   it  swells  into  a 
tide  of  blood.     It  will  be  her  crime  if  she  sits  tamely  by, 
»hile  her  sons  heave  in  among  us  p<ii>oned  missiles  and 
burning  tiles.     Sir,  in   times  gone  by  this  would   not 
have  been  allowed.     One  common  blood  cemented  the 
broad  altar  of  liberty  around  which  we  worship.    When 
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the  iron  hurricane  of  war  swept  orer  this  country,  our 
fainting  banner  was  borne  aloft  amid  the  dun  battle  and 
the  dusky  itorm  by  united  valor.  And  now,  when  the 
confederacy  is  Bought  to  be  deatroyedt  when  the  incen- 
diary is  lighting  his  torch,  and  the  vultures  of  society  are 
looking  on  with  felon  eyes— oh,  now !  may  the  sainted 
spirits  of  the  dead,  may  the  holy  memories  of  the  past, 
inspire  the  brave  and  patriotic,  in  every  quarter  of  the 
North,  to  rally  upon  the  ramparta  of  the  constitution. 
Sir,  with  my  hand  on  this  heart,  I  can  freely  say  that, 
in  defence  of  the  Union,  I  would  shed  my  blood.  But 
there  tore  rights  and  institutions  dearer  still— part  of  our 
inheritance,  essential  to  our  exiatence,  indispensable  to 
our  peace;  and  I  shnuld  be  a  traitor  and  a  craven  to 
shrink  from  their  defence.  Sir,  continued  Mr.  C.,  my 
talented  friend  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Pickbits,]  in 
a  speech  of  extraordinary  eloquence  and  passion,  de- 
clared that,  on  this  subject,  the  South  had  no  fears.  I 
differ  with  that  honorable  member.  I  do  fear,  siri  not 
fur  my  sunny  State;  not  for  my  gallant  constituents i  not 
for  our  fleecy  fieldsi  not  for  our  spreading  commerce; 
not  for  the  innocent  that  cluster  around  our  fire- 
sides— but  for  this  glorious  Union.  We  fear  for  this,  sir; 
the  horrid  consequences,  the  long  years  of  war,  the  con* 
flicts  between  anarchy  and  despotism,  growing  darker 
and  bloodier  in  the  dusky  vistas  of  futurity.  I  pray  God, 
sir,  to  preserve  our  country.  Mr.  Spesker,  if  this  House 
joins  the  abolitionists;  if  you  thus  permit  their  avowed 
organ  upon  this  floor  to  menace  us  with  a  future  inter- 
ference with  our  domestic  rights,  1  warn  you  of  the 
catastrophe  that  i«  at  hand.  We  will  abandon  your  coun- 
cils; we  will  seize  our  arms  and  tear  down  the  banner 
of  union  that  floats  over  our  heads.  On  you  be  the 
crime — on  your  hands  the  blood.  But  by  our  common 
ancestry,  by  the  recollections  of  the  past  and  the  hopes 
of  the  future,  by  the  altars  of  our  holy  religion,  by  our 
hun  Ired  battle  fields  aoil  the  bones  thst  rest  upon  them, 
1  implore  you  to  retrace  your  steps.  Sir,  we  are  on 
the  verge  of  a  frightful  crisis.  Look  abroad  for  the 
evidences  of  alarm  that  crowd  upon  the  eye.  See  this 
paper,  now  circulating  here,  boding  of  disunion.  View 
your  excited  galleries.  In  thst  one,  see  a  thousand  free- 
men in  solemn  crowds,  aa  if  to  witnesB  the  funeral  ob- 
sequies of  the  republic.  In  this,  a  splendid  srray  of 
beauty,  imploring  you,  with  the  eloquence  of  grief,  to 
save  them  from  the  consequences  of  yesterday.  Sir, 
will  you  suffrr  it  to  go  forth  to  ihe  world  that,  by  a 
vote  of  this  House,  you  have  sAserted  the  right  of  South- 
ern slaves  to  petition  for  their  freedom?  Will  you  pause 
to  punish  an  obscure  citizen,  while  you  allow  the  mem- 
ber from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adams]  to  banquet  upon 
the  excitement  he  has  occasioned? 

Who,  sir,  is  this  R-ruben  M.  Whitney,  that  the  House 
should  psMse  now  to  inquire  into  hia  offences'  He  has 
been  denounced,  week  afier  week,  on  this  floor,  as  a 
perjured  traitor,  kni«vr,  and  villain.  Grant  that  he  is. 
Have  these  denunciations  m^de  no  impression?  Have 
they  not  been  aided  by  all  the  seductions  of  eloquence, 
the  influence  of  character,  and  the  contagion  of  passion? 
Have  they  left  no  prrjudices  in  the  minds  of  members, 
against  the  accused?  Have  these  burning  anathema*, 
caught  up  and  circuUted  by  a  thousand  pen%  been  for- 
gotten' No,  sir;  no!  If  it  be  possible  for  a  bo'ly  like 
this,  where  the  ordinary  rules  of^  evidence  snd  plcsding 
cannot  be  sir  ctly  observed,  to  form  a  correct  judgment 
in  any  criminal  prosecution,  I  insist  upon  it  that,  in  this 
case,  we  should  not  go  into  a  trial.  How  many  here  can 
put  their  blinds  on  their  hearts  and  say  they  have  no 
preconceived  opinions  unfavorable  t.)  the  accused — 
c*pinions  imbibed  from  rumor,  from  the  press,  from  the 
repeated  charges  made  against  him  here?  How  many, 
I  say,  are  qualified  to  act  as  judge  or  juror?  Let  gen- 
tlemen place  themselves  at  that  bar,  in  the  position  of 


the  aecuaed,  and  say  if  they  would  not  challenge  the 
right  of  every  other  man  to  enter  upon  trial.    He  mty 
waive  the  right  to  plead  to  your  jurisdiction,  but  gentle- 
men themselves  should  apply  the  right  of  challenge,  not 
permitted  the  accused  at  this  bar,  but  granted  to  every 
felon  arraigned  before  our  courts  of  justice.    Sir,  I  make 
no  appeal  to  the  sympathies  of  this  House.    1  will  not 
speak  of  tlie  injury  that  may  have  already  been  done 
to  one  who  is  possibly  innocent;  of  the  loss  of  pubfic 
confidence,  and  the  pressure  of  public  scorn;  of  fortune 
blighted,  and  future  life  made  wretched;  nor  yet  of 
those,  the  heart-stricken  and  the  innocent,  who  muU 
drain  with  him  the  dregs  of  this  bitter  cup.    But  ( 
must  ask  you  to  look  calmly  at  the  case.    On  the  one 
handy  a  tribunal,  composed  of  the   representati?et  of 
a  great  people,  claiming  to  live  under  a  Government 
of  equal  laws;  and  on  the  other,  an  obscure  citizen, 
denounced,   aa   they   think    justly,   by  gentlemen   of 
great  distinction,  ferreted  by  the  press,  snarled  at  by 
the   terriers   of  society,   **Tray,  Blancn,  and  Sweet- 
heart," at  every  corner  of  the  street.     In  this  riev 
of  the  case,  I  ask  justice  for  the  accused— ju>^'c^  ^^ 
yourselves.     If  crime  he  has  been  guilty  of,  there  is 
no  law  defining  that  crime.     If  he  is  to  be  put  on  bis 
trial,  there  are  no  settled  rules  prescribing  the  mode  of 
trial.     If  judgment  be  pronounced  against  him,  there  is 
no  other  court  to  which  he  may  appeal  this  side  the 
grave!     Sir,  in  the  great  volume  of  English  history  you 
will  find  many  prosecutions  of  this  character.    But  they 
were  in  times  long  gone  by;  and  now,  when  the  feelingi 
that  prompted  them,  and  the  judges,  and  their  victim*, 
are  buried  in  the  same  oblivion,  we  view  them  as  (be 
relics  of  feudalism,  and  instructive  but  revolting  exim- 
pies  of  human  injustice  and  infirmity.     In  more  modern 
timea,  these  prosecutions  have   been  rare,  snd,  before 
being  brought  to  a  conclusion,  have  been  generally 
awept  away  by  the  currents  of  public  disspprobaiion. 
«•  In  vain,*^  aays  an  able  writer,   ••  have  courts  of  juitice 
and  juries  of  our  fellow-citizens  been  exclusively  intrusted 
with  the  high  and  delicate  discretion  of  interpreting  the 
laws  and  the  facta  on  which  depend  the  rights,  the 
property,  and  the  reputation,  of  every  citif  en."    In  rs« 
has  the  constitution  provided  ample  securities  for  all 
these.     In  vain  have  the  laws  explained  and  reinforced 
these  provisions.     In  vain  is  every  safeguard  of  constitu* 
tion  and  law,  of  court  and  jury,  if  a  naked  resolution  ol 
Congress  can  overleap  and  proatrate  them  alh  coerce 
the  production  of  private  papers;  oblige  s  nan  to  w 
close  the  history  of  his  whole  life,  and  compel  him  to  •n* 
swer,   even  though  he  may  criminate  lumielf;  and  il 
this  without  the  forms  of  Justice,  withoutJuHgeorjury, 
and  before  a  tribunal  whose  jurisdiction  is  without  Um 
or  appeal.     If  a  judge  decides  erroneously,  or  cor™P"J 
or  from  the  impulse  of  paaaion,  he  may  be  ifiipescbedt 
tried,  and  degraded.     His  decisions  rosy  be  kX  »«'«•% 
and  justicr,  however  tardily,  finally  administered.    Bw 
what  remedy  or  resource  is  left  to  the  cif'ien,  whose 
feelings  have  been  assailed,  whose  person  tfircatcoeci, 
whoae  reputation  cruahed  under  the  weight  of  our  dii* 
pleasure?     Whom  shall  he  look  to  for  redress?    C>n  ns 
procure  our  impeachment?    Can  he  bring  bis  ■*'*,"  ^ 
damages  against  the  imbo<Vied   representstives  of  uk 
people?    No,  he  is  left  without  resource;  like  the  ^ic»j» 
of  the  inquisition,  he  must  bear  his  tortures  as  "^'^  .t; 
may,  and  thank  Heaven  that,  though  h's  limbs  arc  <i»" 
located,  he  has  escaped  with  life.  , 

Mr.  Speaker,  in  conclusion,  I  ssk,  shall  a  body,  d 
longer  respected  for  its  moderatirn  and  digni'y,  and  n 
respecting  itself;  which  has  become,  in  some  ^^*^^ 
an  arena  for  the  exhibition  of  angry  passions  and  furioj^ 
gladiators;  where  scenes  of  violence  and  disorder  m 
so  often  been  allowed  to  go  unpunished;  ^'^^^^.K^ 
rules  arc  set  at  defiance  with  impunity;  where,  not  ni 
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jein  nncr,  the  member  frorti  M«itachtiietts  [Mr.  Ab- 
ill]  refuwd  Co  vote,  and  pertisted  in  that  refuatl,  in 
eontenpt  of  the  decUion  and  the  written  rules  of  the 
HooKi  and  at  the  very  same  session,  a  member  (Mr. 
SUnberry,  of  Ohio)  was  suffered  to  insutt  the  Speaker, 
lod  to  order  him  out  of  the  chair,  and  forty-four  metn- 
bert  refuted  to  censure  himi  where,  in  fact,  every  thine 
deroptory  to  a  deliberative  assembly  has  been  tolerated^ 
ihall  inch  a  bo<Iy,  in  the  exercise  of  an  implied,  sub- 
stMiWe,  and  dangerous  power,  proceed  to  arraign  and 
puoifb  IB  American  citizen  for  declining  to  appear  be- 
fore I  committee — ^not  out  of  contempt,  as  he  declares, 
to  it  or  this  House,  but  because  its  chairman  had  threat. 
ened  "to  take  his  life,  if  he  moved  his  arm  one  inch?" 
Sir,  this  is  s  question  which  the  people  of  this  country, 
without  distinction  of  par'y,  will  answer.  They  will  not 
inquire  into  the  character  of  Whitney,  his  acts,  past  or 
proent.  They  will  recognise  him  as  a  citizen  of  this 
fepublic,  entitled  to  the  protection  of  its  laws{  and, 
bof  ever  the  pauiona  or  the  prejudices,  or  the  convic- 
I  tJoni,ofthts  body,  may  decide  against  him,  for  this  al- 
kgfd  contempt,  be  assured  the  people  will  reverse  your 
jtidj^ment. 

Mr.  BOON  had  hot  very  few  words  to  say  as  a  reason 
»^  he  should  vote  against  the  reacflution  then  pending 
Wore  the  House.  Sir,  Cnid  Mr.  B.,)  we  are  now  with- 
in i  few  abort  dajrs  of  the  close  of  a  short  and  a  last  aes- 
!  BOB  of  Congress,  with  an  unusual  number  of  bills  upon 
*e  Speaker's  table,  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the 
vbole  people  of  the  countrv,  which  must  and  will  fail  to 
Reti?e  the  final  action  of  Congrea  at  the  present  ses- 
sion, should  this  resolution  be  adopted  by  the  Honse. 
Sir*  pais  this  resolution,  and  what  will  then  follow? 
wbr,  lir,  Reuben  M.  Whitney  will  be  brought  before 
^e  bar  of  this  Hooie  by  your  8ergeant.at.arms,  and  a 
waul  trial  will  be  entered  intoj  and,  under  the  provi. 
■ofliof  the  constitution,  you  caiinot  deny  to  the  prison- 
er it  your  bar  the  right  of  being  heard  in  bis  defence, 
by  hiaaelf  or  couosel.  In  the  House  an  interminable  de- 
bate vill  spring  up,  to  the  entire  exclusion  of  all  legisla. 
bre  enactments  whatever  on  the  more  important  uiter- 
Wiofihe  country. 

Hr.  B.  then  adverted  to  the  caae  of  General  Samuel 
Houston,  who  waa  brought  to  the  bar  of  that  House  some 
ynrsMoee  for  an  alleged  contempt.  In  the  case  refer- 
Kd  to,  Mr.  B.  said  that  he  was  one  of  the  memorable 
tventy-liTe  v|,o  voted  against  the  arrest  of  Genera] 
Houston.  A  majority  of  the  House,  however,  passed 
tbe  resolution,  and  General  Houston  appeared  at  the  bar 
w  this  House  in  tfie  custody  of  your  Sergeant-at-arms. 
He  vtt  heard  in  his  defence  by  himself  and  counseli 
■H  after  days  and  weeks  had  been  spent  in  useless  dis- 
^'^n*  the  House  of  Representatives  found  that  there 
*»  no  law  defining  what  ahould  be  considered  a  con- 
|**pt  to  the  Houae,  or  the  power  of  the  House  topun- 
j*  ity  individual  for  an  alleged  contempt !  It  waa  nnal- 
7  resolved  by  the  House  that  Samuel  Houston  be  repri- 
manded bv  the  Speaker,  and  that  he  be  discharged  from 
tbecustody  of  tbe  Sergeant-at-arma.  Thus  ended  the 
»«« IB  tbe  ease  of  Houston}  and,  in  like  manner,  It  will 
(M  in  the  case  of  Reuben  M.  Whitney.  Mr.  B.  said 
•bithedid  not  know  any  thing  of  Reuben  M.  Whitney 
iBore  than  what  had  been  said  of  him  by  others  in  and 
J^of  Congresst  but,  sir,  continued  he,  I  confess  that 
I  »B  not  mclined  to  think  as  favorably  of  him  as,  per- 
^^  I  might  have  done,  had  he  defended  himself 
|{*n)st  the  attacks  aaid  to  have  been  made  upon  him,  as 
» would  have  done  under  such  circumstances. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Speaker,  f  may  be  permitted  to 
J2  that,  if,  indeed,  Reuben  M.  Whitney  be  the  man 
!«i  he  has  been  represented  to  be  by  gentlemen  stand- 
"^^  IB  their  places  on  this  floor,  I  cannot  aec  the  pro- 
P^eiy  «f  bis  being  called  or  iummooed  to  give  evidence 
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in  any  case  whstever.     f  shall  vote  against  the  resolu- 
tion in  any  possible  shape  in  which  it  may  be  presented. 

Mr.  TURRILL  said,  as  the  question  which  was  about 
to  be  decided  was  a  very  important  one,  aff*ecting  the 
personal  liberty  of  an  American  citizen,  be  rose  for  the 
purpose  of  asking  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  that  he  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  recording  his  vote  against  it|  and, 
sir,  (said  Mr.  T.,)  while  I  am  up,  I  will  state  some  of 
the  reasons  for  the  vote  I  am  about  to  give.  I  cannot 
remain  ailentt  I  should  be  guilty  of  a  gross  violation  of 
my  duty  as  a  Representative  on  this  floor,  were  I  to  sit 
by  and  see  a  citizen,  however  humble  his  condition,  de- 
prived of  his  liberty  under  the  circumstances  of  this  case, 
and  not  enter  my  protest  against  it. 

What,  I  would  ask,  (ssid  Mr.  T.,)  is  the  resolution 
under  consideration?  What  does  it  propose  to  do?  Sir, 
it  directs  the  Speaker  to  issue  his  warrant  to  the  Ser- 
geant-at-arm»f  requiring  him  to  take  an  humble  citizen 
from  his  own  fireside,  from  the  bosom  of  his  family,  drag 
him,  as  a  culprit,  through  the  streets  of  this  city,  and  as 
such  hold  him  up  at  the  bar  of  this  House  to  the  gaze  of 
the  nation— and  for  what?  Yes,  sir;  for  what,  I  would 
ask,  (said  Mr.  T.,)  is  a  private  citizen  to  be  thus  dragged 
from  his  home?  Why  sre  his  feelings  and  the  feelings 
of  his  family  to  be  outraged?  Because,  air,  he  refuses, 
for  reasons  contsined  In  hit  letter  to  the  committee,  to 
appear  and  give  evidence.  To  his  mind,  at  least,  the 
reasons  are  sufficient  to  justify  the  course  he  hss  taken. 
From  the  papers  on  your  table,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  appears 
that  this  individual,  who  is  about  to  be  taken  into  custo- 
dy fur  an  alleged  contempt,  complains  that,  while  be 
was  giving  testimony  before  a  committee  of  this  Mouse, 
in  obedience  to  a  summons,  he  was  grossly  insulted,  and 
an  outrageous  assault  was  made  upon  his  person  by  two 
members  of  that  committee.  It  also  appears,  from  the 
papers  submitted  to  the  House,  that  thia  witneas  has 
been  waiting  at  the  doora  of  this  hall  for  a  week  or  ten 
days,  seeking  an  opportunity  to  present  his  petition  to 
the  House,  aaking  an  inquiry  into  the  facts  and  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  assault  thus  made  upon  birr, 
and  praying  the  House  to  take  measures  to  protect  him 
from  similar  assaulta  in  future f  but  during  that  time  he 
has  not  been  able  to  lay  his  memorial  before  the  Houae. 

Sir,  (aaid  Mr.  T.,)  I  take  a  different  view  of  thia  ease 
from  some  gentlemen  who  have  spoken  upon  it<  they 
seem  to  think  the  witness  hss  been  guilty  of  a  technical 
contempt,  in  refusing  to  appear  before  the  committee, 
and  that  we  cannot  now  inquire  into  the  reasons  aakign- 
ed  by  him  for  not  obeying  the  summons.  We  must 
wait,  aay  they,  until  he  is  brought  to  the  bar  of  the 
Houae «  until  he  givea  his  reaaons  nere,  when  arraigned 
to  answer  to  the  alleged  contempt.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  T.,) 
I  cannot  subscribe  to  this  doctrine. 

In  tbe  same  letter,  in  which  tbe  witness  refuses  to  ap- 
pear before  the  committee,  he  gives  the  reasons  why  he 
cannot  obey  Its  summons.  Those  reasona  are  before  uS| 
and  if,  in  our  opinion,  they  are  sufficient,  he  standa  jua- 
tified,  and  we  have  no  right  to  bring  him  here  to  answer 
to  a  technical  or  an  alleged  contempt.  Suppoae  (said 
Mr.  T.)  that  the  witness  had  returned  for  answer  that 
he  waa  confined  to  his  bed  by  sickness,  or  that  his  wife 
or  child  was  at  the  point  of  death,  and  he  could  not  obey 
the  aummonsi  would  you  say  that  there  had  been  a  techni- 
cal contempt?  that  you  would  not  now  pass  upon  the  rea- 
sons ^iven  by  the  witness?  Would  you  direct  the  Speak- 
er to  issue  bis  warrant,  reauiring  the  Sergeant-at-arma 
to  bring  the  witness  from  his  sick  bed,  or  from  the  dy- 
ing couch  of  those  most  dear  to  him,  to  give  hia  reasons 
here?  Certainly  not,  air.  The  Houae  would  say  at 
once,  without  hesitation,  that  the  reaaons  were  sufficient, 
and  that  no  contempt  whatever  had  been  committed. 

In  the  case  under  considerstion,  the  witness  informs 
the  Ifouse  that  he  cannot,  in  bia  opinion,  obey  tbe  sum- 
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roonPa  without  subjecting  himselftog^rott  personal  insult; 
that  be  cannot  do  it  without  even  putting  his  life  in  jeop- 
ardy; and  be  states  the  facts  a^id  circumstances  upon 
which  that  opinion  is  based.  He  invokes  an  inquiry  in- 
to the  accuracy  of  his  statements.  Now,  sir,  (said  Mr. 
T.,)  I,  for  one,  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that,  if  all 
Whitney  states  in  his  communications  be  true,  he  was 
perfectly  justifiable  in  refusing  to  appear  before  that  or 
any  other  committee  of  this  House,  until  the  House  it- 
self shall,  by  some  act  on  its  part,  show  a  fixed  determi- 
nation to  maintain  its  own  digniiy,  by  extending  the 
most  ample  protection  to  witnesses  summoned  to  give 
testimony  before  its  committees.  The  whole  American 
people  will  justify  him.  Every  individual  in  the  nation 
will  commend  him  for  the  course  he  has  taken. 

Sir,  ^said  Ifr.  T.,)  gentlemen  who  have  debated  this 
question  have  made  a  false  impression  upon  the  House. 
From  their  remarks,  one  would  naturally  conclude  that 
the  committee  had  passed  upon  the  reasons  assigned  by 
the  witness,  and  come  to  the  unanimous  conclusion  tiiat 
they  were  not  sufficient,  and  that  the  witness  was  guilty 
of  a  contempt.  That  is  not  the  case,  sir.  The  commit- 
tee did  not  consider  those  questions  at  all.  The  commit- 
tee expressed  no  opinion  whatever  upon  that  subject, 
for  aught  that  appears  to  us.  The  committee  believe 
that  the  reasons  are  aufficient.  The  committee  have 
only  reported  the  facts;  this  is  all  they  had  a  right  to  do. 
It  is  now  for  the  House  to  say  whether  the  facts,  as  set 
forth  in  the  papers  submitted  by  the  committee,  furnish 
a  sufficient  excuse  for  the  witness.  For  one,  (said  Mr. 
T.,)  I  have  no  doubt  upon  that  point;  and  it  appears  to 
me  that  there  cannot  be  a  doubt  entertained  by  any  one. 
Sir,  (said  Mr.  T.,)  if  the  facts  be  correctly  stated  by  the 
witness^if  he  was  assaulted  in  one  of  your  committee 
room?,  as  stated  by  him— until  this  House  redresses  the 
injury  he  haa  thus  sustained — until  it  vindicates  its  own 
character — I  cannot  and  will  not  vote  to  compel  the  wit- 
ness to  obey  the  summons  of  one  of  its  committees.  Un- 
til this  House  shall  do  what  ought  to  be  done  in  the 
premises,  I  will  not  give  my  vote  to  bring  that  witneas, 
or  any  other  individual,  by  the  strong  arm  uf  the  law, 
even  if  we  have  the  power  to  do  so,  to  the  bar  uf  the 
House,  to  answer  an  alleged  contempt  for  refusing  to 
appear  before  any  of  your  committees. 

I  hope,  sir,  (said  Mr.  T.,)  that  the  yeas  and  nays  will 
be  ordered,  so  that  1  can  have  an  opportunity  of  record- 
ing my  vote  against  a  resolution  the  object  of  which  is 
to  bring  an  American  citizen  to  the  bar  of  this  House, 
to  answer  to  a  serious  charge,  for  doing  what,  in  my  hum- 
ble judi;ment,  it  waa  his  duty  to  do — a  duty  which  he 
owed  to  himself,  to  his  family,  and  to  his  country. 

Mr.  THOMSON,  of  Ohio,  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution;  which  were 
ordered. 

The  House  was  further  addressed  by  Messrs.  THOM- 
SON of  Ohio,  GARLAND  of  Louisiana,  HARDIN, 
M'ISE,  PEYTON,  ASHLEY,  and  JENIFER. 

Mr.  GHOLSON  addressed  the  Ciiair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  I  am  aware  that  there  ex'sts  a  variety 
of  opinions  aa  to  the  power  of  this  House  to  punish  acts 
not  interrupting  the  proceedings  of  the  Hcxise  nor  com- 
mitted in  its  presence,  aa  contempts.  This  resolution 
assumes  the  facts  that  a  contempt  had  been  committed, 
and  that  the  House  possesses  the  power  to  punish  it}  and 
it  if  now  proposed  that,  without  further  inquiry,  we 
shall  deprive  a  citizen  of  his  liberty,  and  direct  our 
Serges nt-at-arms  to  seize  and  hold  him  in  custody.  I  do 
not  believe  this  House  possesses  any  such  power. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee, upon  which  this  proceeding  is  founded,  is  based 
upon  the  lettter  of  Mr.  Whitney,  given  to  the  House  by 
the  committee;  and,  as  such,  the  House  must,  in  coming 
to  a  conclusion,  take  into  consideration  the  letter  of  Whit- 


ney, and  the  reasons  given  in  that  letter  for  his  refut 
to  appear  before  the  committee.  Mr.  Speaker,  1  ai 
one  of  those  who  deny  the  power  of  thia  House  to  punit 
for  constructive  contempts,  f,  sir,  do  not  believe  ibei 
is  any  power  given  to  this  House,  by  the  constitution,  I 
punish  a  citizen  of  this  country  for  a  constructive contem] 
growing  out  of  his  refusal  to  appear  before  a  committc 
of  this  House,  standing  as  the  preaent  witness  does  t 
warda  the  chairman  of  that  committee.  Sir,  there  is  r 
law  giving  authority  to  place  an  American  citizen  uDd< 
duresse  dnder  such  circumstancea;  and  I,  sir,  for  on( 
never  can  give  my  consent  to  see  authority  exercised  b 
this  House  that  I  do  not  believe  it  possesses;  but  it 
said  the  exercise  of  this  authority  is  necessary  to  the  pre 
ervation  of  our  righta.  Sir,  I  think  auch  a  preservatic 
of  our  rights  as  this  promises,  ere  long,  to  take  from  i 
the  rights  we  now  have.  Gentlemen  talk  of  the  righ 
and  dignity  of  this  House,  and  aay  tbey  must  be  resprc 
ed.  I  say  to  them  that  we,  as  the  representatives  of  it 
people,  come  here  with  delegated  powers,  snd  si 
bound  to  keep  within  the  psleof  the  constitution,  «hic 
constitution  is  the  palladium  of  our  rights  and  libertiei 
and  gives  this  House  no  power  to  place  an  America 
cit-zen  in  the  custody  of  our  Sergeant-at-armi  for 
constructive  contempt.  Sir,  after  the  proceeding  < 
this  House  in  relation  to  the  honorable  gentleman  froi 
Massachusetts,  and  his  petition  from  thirty-two  sUvei 
what  ia  this  House  to  consider  a  contempt? 

Sir,  it  is  contemptuously  asked  by  honorable  genll< 
men  on  this  floor,  who  is  the  contemptuous  Reuben  ftl 
Whitney  ?  I  answer,  that  I  know  him  only  as  an  Americs 
citizen;  and,  aa  such,  entitled  to  all  the  priv  leges  an 
immunities  of  the  constitution.  I  ask  gentlemen,  in  r< 
turn,  from  whut  source  do  they  derive  the  power  to  plao 
him  in  custody/  I  tell  gentlemen,  at  the  outset,  ihi 
precedents  from  the  British  Parliament  cannot  be  r( 
ceived  by  me  as  authority  for  the  arreat  of  an  Americi 
citizen.  I,  sir,  have  the  honor  to  represent  in  psi 
the  highly  honorable,  democratic,  and  patriotic  peopl 
of  Mississippi;  a  people  who,  from  the  democratic  cbai 
acter  of  their  institutions,  are  known  to  be  tenacious  o 
their  rights;  and  I  cannot,  as  their  representative,  sit  idl 
here  and  see  one  known  to  poaaesa  the  high  and  exsltei 
privileges  of  an  American  citizen  arrested  by  order  o 
this  House,  brought  as  a  prisoner  to  answer  at  ibe  bsr 
without  attempting  to  arrest  the  course  of  usurpation 
and  exercise  of  such  usurped  power,  on  the  psrt  of  tbi 
House,  over  the  rights  of  the  people. 

Sir,  the  doctrine  contained  in  the  parliamentary  ii! 
nals  of  Great  Britain,  and  given  in  the  precedents  of  lu< 
House  of  Commons,  is  utterly  repugnant  to  the  spirit  am 
genius  of  our  republican  institutions.  The  English  isi 
of  privilege,  and  the  power  of  the  British  Pailiameoti* 
punish  for  contempts,  is  undefined,  unlimited,  and  un 
known  to  the  subject  except  as  particular  cases  occur 
in  which  Parliament,  in  their  omnipotent  discreton, 
choose  to  exercise  it.  Thus  it  is  lliat  the  inBiction  » 
punishment  is  the  first  evidence  of  the  existence  of  tm 
rule  under  which  it  is  inflicted.  . 

Mr.  Speaker,  let  us  inquire  for  a  moment  into  the  cir 
cumstances  under  which  it  is  proposed  to  bnng  Mr. 
Whitney  before  thia  House.  .  . 

SirJ)y  the  very  terms  of  the  resolution  under  wbicii 
we  are  to  act,  it  is  for  an  alleged  contempt,  snd  that  al- 
legation sustained  only  by  construction.  Sir,  tbe  nuti' 
orable  chairman  of  the  committee  before  whom  Mr. 
Whitney  has  refused  to  appear,  and  for  which  rclu»' 
this  proceeding  is  instituted,  has,  according  to  bis repor- 
ad  speech,  made  on  this  floor,  asserted  that  be  would. 
on  a  certain  occasion,  and  that,  too,  whilst  be  ****^  "j 
as  a  member  of  a  committee  appointed  by  the  order 
this  House,  and  at  a  time  thia  witness,  Wbitneyi  *»' 
before  that  committee  aa  a  witness,  and  whilst  ibis  wn- 
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onble  chairmin  wag  actings  in  a  judicial  capacity,  have 
tsken  (he  life  of  thia  witneaa  if  he  had  moved  his  hand. 
Yo,  itr,  if  he  hid  moved  his  arm  one  inch,  even  in  his 
ovn  defence,  the  honorable  chairman  of  this  committee 
iofonns  ai  that  he  would  have  taken  his  life;  and  that 
in  defence  of  bis  friend»  the  honorable  g^entlemsn  from 
Tenneaef,  vho,  he  states,  was  rushing  opon  Whitney. 

[Here  Mr.  Wism  explained.  ] 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  honorable  gentleman's  explanation 
tmoonts  to  the  same  thing  that  I  had  stated <  he  admits 
that  hit  Inend,  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
Kp,  vu  adTsncing  upon  Whitney,  whilst  Whitney  was 
before  the  committee  as  a  witness.  Sir,  I  am  not  to  be 
(deterred  by  the  honorable  gentleman's  implied  threat, 
norbyhisimpatation  and  **  Insinuation"  that  I  had  mis- 
qooled  him. 

[The  SpiAKim  stated  that  he  had  not  understood  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  to  make  any  threat, 
or  he  would  have  interposed;  and  that  the  gentleman 
foffl  Minisaippi  must  not  make  personal  allusions.] 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  shall,  in  argfuing  this  question,  pursue 
the  ttoiecoune  that  other  gentlemen  have  pursued  on  this 
Swr.  I  assure  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
tiiit  if  he  expects  to  intimidate  me,  he  has  mistaken  his 
ain.  I  shsit  pursue  my  own  course,  without  regard  to 
bis  implied  threat.  Then,  air,  what  is  the  distinguishing 
difference  in  the  statement  first  given,  and  the  one  now 
pen  bj  the  honorable  gentleman  who  is  chairman,  and 
•xfcre  whom  Whitney  refuses  to  appear.^  In  either 
"«nt,  the  life  of  Whitney  was  to  be  taken,  even  if  he 
Mended  himself  against  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Tennessee;  and  it  is  for  this  that  gentlemen  say  he  has 
hetn  guihy  of  a  contempt  of  this  House.  Sir,  I  am  not 
prcpired  to  force  a  witness  before  a  committee,  when 
the  chairman  of  that  committee  stands  in  such  relation 
tovirds  the  witness  as  the  honorable  chairman  does  in 
^  instance.  Then,  I  ask,  is  it  a  contempt  of  this  House 
"M  witness  to  refuse  to  appear  before  a  committee  of  this 
Qoase  under  such  circumstances;  and  has  this  House  the 
P^^r,  and  will  we  be  acting  in  accordance  with  the 
iQtbority  vested  in  us  by  the  constitution,  to  have  the 
•itneas  brought  to  the  bar  of  this  House  to  answer  for 
^  refusal?  I  certainly  think,  upon  examination,  it 
*«  be  found  that  this  House  possesses  no  such  power. 

if  the  witness  be  aent  before  the  committee,  self-de- 
fence ts\he  paramount  law  of  our  nature.  Self-defence 
« 0*^6  of  the  natural  rights  that  all  men  In  this  country 
J*wsf.  Self-defence  is  one  of  the  inalienable  rights, 
vir  to  this  witness,  secured  to  all  American  citizens  by 
««»ery  nature  of  our  free  institutions;  and,  if  he  goea, 
«Boit  be  permitted  to  %o  before  the  committee  armed 
whboain  protection;  for  he  isappriacd  of  the  feelings 
^  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  committee  towards 
^y  by  the  expresstun  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
■We  on  this  floor.  Sir,  if  we  force  the  witness  before 
^  committee,  and  he  goes  there  armed,  (and  I  hold 
^  we  cannot  think  or  forcing  him  there  without  the 
P«*er  to  protect  himself,)  may  not  the  result  be  such 
"  »e  would  regret,  and  would  we  not  be  responsible 
"f  the  consequences?  Let  me  ask,  will  ncil  Whitney 
J^^niit  a  greater  contempt  by  going  before  the  commit- 
^  'nsed  than  he  baa  done  in  refusing  to  g^  before  the 
^niittee  under  the  circumstances  of  this  case  f  Then, 
*M  believe  Whitney,  under  the  circumstsnces,  is  justtfi. 
^^ refusing  to  appear  before  the  committee.  Then,  if 
ft  k^*'  Whitney  into  custody,  and  to  be  brought  to 
^  bar  of  this  House  to  answer,  ss  a  criminal,  will  we 
^  do  so  in  violation  of  all  his  rights  as  a  citizen,  and 
*ui  we  not  estabKsh  a  dsngerous  precedent.^  Has  this 
^  the  power  to  try  offenders?  Has  this  House  the 
wr  to  fine  and  imprison'  And  do  gentlemen  intend 
'^ctrry  out  the  doctrine  of  the  British  Parliament;  which 
"« ttiat  the  Parliament  it  omnipotent?   Does  not  the  con- 


stitution secure  to  all  men  the  right  of  trial  by  jury;  and, 
if  we  bring  him  to  answer  at  the  bar,  will  we  not  try 
him  by  two  hundred  and  forty  judges?  The  honorable 
members  of  this  House,  who  will  sit  as  judges  in  their 
own  case— for  he  is  to  be  tried  for  a  contempt  to  this 
House— we,  the  members  composing  this  House,  then, 
surely,  are  not  his  proper  triers;  and  if  we  convict  him, 
what  punishment  can  we  inflict?  Is  it  not  a  solemn 
mockery  to  order  the  Speaker  of  this  House  to  say  to 
him.  Sir,  in  accordance  with  the  order  of  this  House,  I 
am  instructed  to  reprimand  you;  you  are,  therefore, 
hereby  reprimanded?  And  this,  too,  will  be  without 
the  authority  of  the  constitution,  and  in  direct  violation 
of  the  rights  secured  by  that  sacred  instrument.  But 
gentlemen  say  this  is  necessary  to  secure  the  dignity 
and  enforce  the  power  of  this  House.  What !  necessary 
that  we  should  disregard  the  rights  of  our  citiiens,  and 
say  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  that  we,  the 
House  of  Representatives,  possess  and  exercise  unlimit- 
ed control  over  the  persons  of  our  citizens?  t  under- 
stand the  constitution  to  hsve  been  formed  for  the  pur- 
poses, amongdt  others,  of  protecting  our  citizens  from 
the  aggressions  of  those  in  power;  and  we  have  no  right 
to  protect  ourselves,  as  a  body,  beyond  the  rights  secu- 
red to  us  by  that  instrument,  which  rights  are  fully  defi- 
ned. Let  me  ask  gentlemen  if  this  is  the  language  of 
republican  democracy?  If  it  is,  may  Heaven  protect 
the  people  I  have  the  honor  In  part  to  represent  on  thia 
floor  from  the  action  of  auch  democracy.  Sir,  the  pow- 
ers of  this  House,  as  defined,  specified,  and  pointed  out 
by  the  constitution,  are:  Firat.  To  choose  their  own 
Speaker  and  other  officers.  Secondly.  To  originate  all 
bills  for  raising  revenue.  Thirdly.  The  sole  power  of 
impeachment.  Fourthly.  To  determine  the  rules  of  its 
own  proceedings,  puniah  its  members  fur  disorderly  be- 
haviour, and  expel  a  member  with  the  concurrence  of 
two  thirds.  Fifthly.  The  power  to  judge  .of  the  elec- 
tions, qualifications,  and  returntiy  of  its  members. 

Mr.  Spesker,  from  the  course  this  House  is  taking 
through  committees,  we  are  giving  to  Reuben  M.  Whit- 
ney an  importance  that  I  cannot  for  a  moment  believe 
he  possesses  in  relation  to  this  Government.  1  think, 
then,  there  is  no  doubt  it  is  the  object  of  certain  gentle- 
men on  this  floor  to  reach  the  character  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  and  the  President,  by  means  of  the  sac- 
rifice that  is  by  this  proceeding  to  be  made  of  Whitney. 
Gentlemen  are  mistaken  If  they  think  to  mislead  (he 
public  mind  in  this  way:  they  have  made  certain  charges 
of  corruption  againat  this  administration;  they  have  asked 
of  this  House  undefined  power  to  prove  these  charges; 
that  power  has  been  granted  them,  as  unlimited  as  they 
have  asked  it:  they  cannot  now  shield  themselves  behind 
the  intended  sscrifice  of  Reuben  M.  Whitney.  Sir,  the 
President  has,  by  his  sagacity  and  firmness,  added  to  a 
aeries  of  patriotic  efforts,  triumphed,  I  hope  forever, 
over  the  deep-laid  schemes  of  a  subtle  aristocracy  to 
wrest  this  Government  from  its  primitive  principles,  and 
ingraft  upon  it  the  worst  fruits  of  ancient  and  discarded 
abuses.  After  having  laid  his  country  under  obligations 
which  insure  him  the  lasting  gratitude  of  his  fellow-citi- 
zens, and  veneration  of  future  sges,  the  President  is  now 
on  the  eve  of  retiring  from  all  public  employment.  Gen- 
tlemen need  not  think  to  destroy  his  well-earned  repu* 
tation  in  this  wsy;  freemen  are  not  so  easily  imposed 
upon;  gentlemen  need  not  think  td  shield  themselves  se- 
curely behind  the  sacrifice  of  an  humble  citizen. 

Mr.  Speaker,  let  me  not  be  misunderstood.  I  admit, 
unquestionably.  Congress  is  the  great  inquest  of  the  na- 
tion, nnd,  as  such,  possesses  certain  powers  necessary 
to  all  inquiries  into  the  administration  of  the  Govern- 
ment; but  I  maintain  that  these  powers  are  limited  both 
by  the  constitutional  provisions  and  laws  growing  out  of 
them,  and  that  they  cannot  be  exercised  in  violation  of 
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either;  if  they  could,  the  power  of  Coiifi^rets  would  be 
independent  and  unlimited^  above  all  responsibility  to 
the  contiitution,  the  laws,  or  the  people  who  made 
them. 

If  every  citizen  of  the  United  States,  from  becoming 
in  some  way  obnoxious  to  a  member  of  Congress,  or  a 
party  in  Congress,  or  for  politicvl  purposes,  rosy  be 
dragged  before  a  committee,  and  at  pleasure  ordered  to 
bring  his  paper*,  without  specifying  which  or  for  what 
purpose «  questioned  as  to  his  private  affairst  threatened, 
and  if  he  resists  with  the  firmness  becoming  a  freeman, 
his  life  placed  in  jeopardy;  and  if  he  refuse  to  attend  on 
a  committer,  he  can  be  arrested  and  brought  in  custody 
to  answer  at  the  bar  of  this  House;  if  all  this  can  be  done 
by  the  mere  naked  authority  of  Congress — nay,  sir,  by 
the  naked  authority  of  thia  House— I  ask,  where  is  there 
any  security  whatever  f(*r  the  person,  the  rights,  or  the 
reputation,  nf  any  cit'zen  of  the  United  States? 

Mr.  McKBON  said  that,  intending  to  vote  in  the  neg- 
ative on  the  question  which  had  been  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  the  House,  he  wassware  that  be  there- 
by would  subject  himself  t6  the  censures  (if  such  they 
might  be  called)  of  bis  friend  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Jbv- 
iFi.m]  who  had  Just  taken  his  seat.  He  (Mr.  McK.)  saw 
in  the  case  before  him  not  that  of  Reuben  M.  Whitney. 
He  passed  by  Mr.  Whitney.  He  viewed  the  matter  in 
a  broader  light.  He  saw  in  it  the  proposal  to  arrest  an 
American  citizen.  It  involved  the  decision  of  a  princi- 
ple which  would  be  capable  of  striking  down  not  only 
the  humbleat  but  the  highest  in  the  nation.  It  called 
into  action  the  exercise  of  a  power  which  was  to  be  felt 
^  not  only  within  tlie  circle  of  this  District,  but  from  Maine 
to  Louisiana,  wherever  the  jurisdiction  of  this  confeder- 
acy mi^ht  operate.  It  carried  with  it  the  means  of  drag- 
ging any  mun  from  his  home,  his  family,  his  business,  to 
answer  the  behest  of  a  majority  of  thia  House.  I  ask 
gentlemen  (said  Mr.  McK.)  whether  the  individual  who 
is  now  before  us  is  not,  so  far  ss  the  knowledge  of  this 
House  is  concerned,  a  private  citizen?  So  far  as  we  yet 
know,  he  has  no  connexion  with  your  depsrtments.  I 
ask  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  whether  the  person 
alluded  to  is  not  a  private  citizen,  covered  by  our  laws, 
and  protected  by  our  constitution.  I  understand  my 
fnend  to  yield  his  assent  to  this  point.  Well,  sir,  under 
your  constitution,  his  liberty,  his  life«  his  property,  his 
pspers,  are  secured;  and  yet,  under  the  power  claimed 
during  this  debate,  and  proposed  to  be  exercised,  what 
aecurity  had  he,  or  any  other  man,  against  an  invasion 
of  his  rights?  Opposed,  ss  I  have  ever  been,  to  the  doc* 
trine  of  contempts,  I  would  ask  gentlemen  what  must 
be  the  consequences  of  their  insisting  on  this  right' 

Suppose,  sir,  your  committee  bad  sent  its  mandate  to 
one  of  my  constituents,  whose  business  would  not  allow 
him,  without  aacrifice,  to  obey  the  command,  he  would 
naturally  aak  under  what  law  he  was  bound  to  obey.  I 
may  be  told  that  he  would  be  guilty  of  contempt,  at 
least  of  constructive  contempt  of  the  House,  by  Kfusing 
to  obey  the  summons.  Sir,  1  told  you,  when  your  com- 
mittee was  formed,  thst  in  many  cases  it  would  be  pow- 
erless. That  eommittee  never  could  have  a  contempt 
committed  against  it  by  refusal  to  obey  its  orders.  Your 
rules  say  that  subpoenaa  and  warrants  ahall  be  under  the 
Spesker's  hand.  We  are  told  that  the  subpoins,  in  this 
case,  waa  under  the  hand  of  the  chairman  of  your  select 
committee.  But,  again,  it  is  insisted  that  you  have  gi^en 
the  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers.  By  what  au- 
thority can  this  House  delegate  ita  power,  if  such  it  has, 
to  any  portion  of  this  body.  The  House  itself  only  holds 
its  own  powers  by  delegation.  No,  air;  there  could  be 
no  contempt  by  a  refuaal  to  obey  ibia  aummons.  I  know 
I  shall  aatonish  the  member  who  haa  juat  addressed  you 
when  I  aasert  that  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  want  of  power  of 
the  commiUee  in  this  matter;  and  I  very  much  doubt  the 


{>ower  of  this  House,  at  leaat  without  the  sanction  of  a 
aw,  to  drsg  an  individual  before  our  bar  for  a  contempt 
of  this  nature*  Issue  your  warrant,  and  deliver  it  to 
your  Sergeant«at-arms;  if  its  execution  is  resisted,  csn  he 
call,  as  a  ministerial  officer  of  a  eourt,  for  assistance.  I 
should  think  not*  You  baTe  no  guards  to  enforce  yoar 
order,  and  it  will  be  inoperative.  The  system  of  priri- 
leges  snd  contempts  has  grown  up  in  this  country  byii- 
similating  the  powers  of  this  House  to  those  of  the  Brit- 
ish House  of  Commons.  A  syatem  haa  been  cbimed  tod 
exercised  in  England  under  what  is  known  u  ptri'a- 
mentary  law.  Ita  encroachments  have  been  silently,  but 
steadily,  made  upon  the  mass  of  the  people,  until  pR. 
cedents  of  the  most  appalling  character  can  be  found. 
The  analogy  in  the  casea  of  contempt  doea  not  hold 
good.  Thia  House,  as  a  portion  of  the  Government,  ob- 
tains its  power  from  the  constitution.  In  that  instraiaest 
the  privileges  of  the  membera  of  tbta  House  are  defined, 
and  the  rights  of  thia  House  are  pointed  out  clearly  snd 
distinctly. 

If,  however,  the  practicea  and  parliamentary  Isvof 
one  branch  of  the  Britiah  Government  are  to  control  the 
libertiea  of  the  American  people,  inatead  of  the  written 
constitution  of  the  Und,  better  at  once  bad  it  be  knows. 
If  this  principle  of  action  is  to  govern,  let  us  st  once 
break  down  every  barrier,  and  let  the  executive,  the 
judicial,  and,  I  may  say,  all  the  legialative  power,  be 
tranaferred  to  the  majority  of  thia  House.  Hesitate  not 
to  proceed  in  this  case.  You  will  find  precedents  in 
parliamentary  history  of  the  deputies  of  the  Sergeint-it- 
arms  being  sent  to  break  open  the  trunk*,  and  bring  the 
papers  before  the  House  of  Commons,  of  a  pri?ate  indi- 
vidual. Make  that  the  foundation  of  your  anovenenUi 
make  that  the  precedent  of  your  conduct.  Add  another 
example  of  the  exercise  of  the  power  of  this  branch  of 
the  Goremmentf  and  you  will  not  long  be  building  ups 
system  which  will  ultimately  crush  the  righu  of  tboie 
whose  servanta  we  are.  What!  is  this  to  be  the  rule  in 
a  country  professing  to  be  governed  by  written  lawif 
Will  you  hsve  the  boldness  to  aay  that,  without  due 
procesa  of  law,  you  will  deprive  a  man  of  his  liberty > 
The  ncx«  step  will  be  easy— »to  deprive  him  of  life,  p* 
gentlemen  observe  the  conclusion  which  the  proposition 
most  lead  to?  Do  they  not  see  that  you  throw  into  the 
hands  of  a  majority  of  this  House  a  most  tremendoui 
power,  which  may  be  exerted  either  as  political  «s^j|^' 
ment  or  any  other  feeling  of  the  hour  may  direct?  We 
never  can,  under  our  present  system,  know  whst  may 
be  contempts.  All  remains  in  doubt.  An  editor  iB>y 
be  brought  before  one  of  the  branches  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  a  libel.  But  yesterday  it  was  proposed  to  pui^ 
ish,  for  contempt,  a  member  fur  asking  a  question;  and 
to-day  you  propoae  another  case.  If  you  wish  to  srres* 
and  to  punish,  you  ought— at  leaat,  if  you  have  the  coo- 
atitutional  power  to  enact  lawa  on  the  subject,  yott 
oughts  to  inform  the  people  for  what  offence*  they  >rs 
punishable.  It  was  deemed  the  essence  of  tyrsnoy  to 
place  the  edicts  of  the  supreme  power  so  high  that  they 
could  not  be  read.  You  go  further.  You  let  the  crimci 
and  the  punishment  remain  undefined.  You  allow  tbeo 
to  remain  in  the  hearts  of  a  msjority  of  this  Uoniei  *nd 
yet  I  have  supposed  I  hsd  been  born  and  lived  insGor- 
ernment  of  liberal  principles.  Sir,  I  can  imagine  "^ 
despotism  more  complete  than  that  which  Icsveitns 
citizen  in  ignorance  of  the  laws  to  which  he  is  bound  to 
yield  obedience,  snd  which  mskes  the  accuser  the  jury 
to  try  and  the  judge  to  award  puniahment.  I  war  witB 
oppression  of  any  character,  but  above  all  with  oppt*** 
aion  of  this  nature,  which  keeps  its  instruments  of  toi^ 
ture  cencesled  from  the  public  gazr,  and  at  any  mvoeoc 
may  seize  upon  its  victims.  .    , 

There  is  one  point  off  view  in  which  this  particular 
case  Is  to  be  examined.    Called  upon  to  arrest  an  lodi- 
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ridml,  ire  we  not  to  invotigate  the  cimei  oF  tb'M  prop- 
Mtioo?  Tour  eommittee  not  only  report  tbtt  tbe  indi- 
ridoil  refuiet  to  tppesr*  but  tbey  repoK  tbe  reMons,  •■ 
oAred  by  binn  ibr  such  reFuMl.  U  it  not  part  of  the 
tdtimooy  on  which  we  tre  nailed  to  mtke  our  denition? 
Slnll  we  order  hini  to  be  Ineareerated  becauae  he  reAi* 
Kd  10  go  before  the  coiDiDittee*-beoaiHef  as  be  atatea, 
be  hif  reaion  to  believe  be  may  not  be  aafe?  8ir»  I  am 
not  d'apoied  to  ar^e  tbia  queation,  and  decide  on  the 
citent  of  bb  fiean  m  tbia  matter.  It  ia  su  flioient  that  tbe 
vHsfM  declared  tbia  opinion.  For  one»  t  cannot  conaent 
to  forcibly  place  bhn  before  uf,  after  giving  this  reaaon 
for  bii  diwbedience  of  the  aummona  of  the  committee. 
Horeo?er,  jou  will  commence  a  courae  of  proceeding 
thich  viU  end  in  no  beneficial  reaulta*  and  will  conaume 
tie  tioe  of  (he  Uouae  which  ia  demanded  for  other  pur* 
poKfp  ta?olviog  ttie  higlieat  conaideratione. 

I  rrgretp  air»  the  nlhiaion  made  to  tbe  Preaident.  Why 
a  hit  rnne  brought  into  this  discussion  f  This  ia  not  a 
eue  which  any  party  ahould  endeavor  to  make  uae  of 
fer  any  purpose.  We  are  eatabliahing  a  precedent—Mi 
precedent  which»  if  it  reaches  some  one  without  these 
nibto-dsyy  will  hereafter  be  brought  to  bear,  perhaps, 
apon  lome  of  us.  It  is  a  question  involving  the  most 
■ooentoos  oonsequenoesb  and  reachea  to  every  man  in 
Ike  coantry,  no  matter  to  what  party  he  may  be  attach- 
H.  Tbe  President's  letter,  referred  to  by  the  gentle* 
■Mfrom  Maryland,  will  speak  for  itself,  and  justice  be 
ivBidcd  to  its  author  by  an  intelligent  people.  He 
Nckf  Bo  concealment.  If  he  has  resisted  an  attempt  to 
innde  tbe  private  affaira  of  our  citisens,  be  deserves  the 
thuib  of  tbe  country.  Sir,  I  will  deta'm  the  House  no 
bnger.  No  man  will  go  further  than  I  will  to  defend 
the  righu  and  privileges  of  this  Houses  but  I  never  will 
advance  over  tbe  prostrated  rights  of  the  peeple.  When 
potlemen  talk  of  the  tigbta  and  privilegea  of  this 
Home,  I  nutt  l>e  heard  in  defence  of  thoae  rigbta  and 
pmrileget  of  the  people  which,  in  my  opinion,  are  of 
ptramoont  conaequence.  I  never  will,  aa  a  member  of 
^'s  Rome,  arrogate  powers  which  shall  be  dangerous 
to  public  and  private  security.  I  never  will  call  into 
Kiion  powera  at  beat  doubtful,  and  which  can  only  be 
cttrcised  by  invading  tbe  rigbta  and  privilegea  of  the 
Aowrican  people. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  aaid,  that  whatever  might  be  bu 
KeUogi  tn  relation  to  Mr.  Whitney,  they  would  have  no 
influence  with  him  na  to  tbe  vote  he  should  give  on  the 
propoKd  rcselutionsi  and  he  had  none  to  gratify,  unless 
Ogives  conscientious  one.  Mr.  G.  said  that,  frum  an 
^  period  of  hia  life,  he  bad  been  oppoaed  to  all  and 
^((y  attempt  to  deprive  a  citisen  of  hia  liberty  for  a 
""gle  moment,  unleas  under  the  strongest  cireumatanoes» 
^  Mch  u  would  fully  justify  him  under  the  constitu- 
^ isd  lavs  of  the  land.  Ibat  the  power  peasesand 
^7  the  Hoate  to  arreat  n  citisen  haa  been  and  is  still 
"^vbtcd  by  the  first  and  moat  able  men  in  tbe  country 
*^  not  questioned,  and  the  able  arguments  snd  opinions 
^  M  beard  and  read  had  greatly  slisken  hia  own. 
^t  he  wu  still  diapoaed  to  believe  that  this  House  has 
^  >^ght  to  authorise  an  inquiry  into  any  matter  connect* 
^  vith  the  Government,  and  to  conatitute  and  appoint 
^siiuees  for  such  purpose,  clothed  with  the  power  to 
*tnd  for  persons  and  paperat  that  it  ia  an  incidental  pow- 
^  to  Compel  tbe  attendance  of  witneases,  to  issue  attach- 
^^  snd  puniah  for  contempts.  Without  this  inci- 
^ntsl  power,  all  such  proceedings  would  be  useless^  and 
^uently  put  at  defiance.  NotwithsUnding  this  view 
^  ^Mbject,  he  coukl  not  reconcile  it  to  himself  to 
^^^  for  tbe  present  resolution^  by  which  Mr.  Whit- 
^  «u  to  be  placed  in  the  custody  of  tbe  8ergeant-at« 
y^  without  first  giving  him  an  opportunity  of  sppear- 
■f:  before  us  under  a  rule  mtin  to  ahow  esuse  why  an 
ttiicbiaent  should  not  issue,  &e.    This  (said  Mr.  G.) 


seemed  to  him  to  be  the  most  prudent  and  proper  course 
to  adtipt  on  the  present  occasion  ( and  as  the  constitution 
declsres  that  no  one  ahall  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or 
property,  without  due  procem  of  law,  he  waa  not  dispo- 
sed to  sustain  any  meaaure  which  would  place  him  in 
duresse  under  an  nlleged  contempt,  and  without  givin|f 
him  an  opportunity  of  appearing  and  being  beard  in  bia 
defence.  But  whenever  (said  Mr.  G.)  the  contempt  is 
apparent  and  complete,  he  waa  prepared  to  go  aa  nr  aa 
any  gentleman  on  this  floor,  though  he  would  never  be 
found  voting  to  deprive  an  American  citisen  of  his  liber- 
ty, one  of  the  dearest  and  moat  ascred  rigbta  of  freemen, 
even  for  an  inatani,  upon  mere  allegations.  Your  reso- 
lutions declare,  on  the  face  of  them,  (said  Mr.  G.,)  only 
an  alleged  contempt,  and  yet  place  him  in  the  custody 
of  the  Sergeant-at-arms,  without  establishing  the  fact. 
Let  it  be  made  clear,  let  it  be  rendered  ceruin  that  it 
has  been  committed,  before  we  proceed  to  do  so.  He 
offered  for  the  consideration  of  tbe  House  the  Ibllowing 
resolution: 

Beaohedf  That  R.  M.  Whitney  be  required  to  show 
cause,  on  to-morrow  morning,  why  an  attachment  aliould 
not  issue  against  him  for  an  alleged  contempt  in  refusing 
to  appear,  under  a  legal  summons,  before  the  commit- 
tee of  investigation  conacituted  by  this  Housei  and  that 
a  copy  of  tbia  resolution  be  served  on  tbe  said  R.  M. 
Whitney  by  tbe  Sergeant-at-arros. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Mr.  CALHOON,  of 
Kentucky. 

And,  tbe  question  being  taken,  tbe  amendment  of  Mr. 
GLAacocK  waa  rejected. 

Mr.  JAR  VIS  offered  the  following  amendment  i 

Strike  out  all  after  **  Bitahed,"  and  insert: 

'*  That  the  aelect  committee  appointed  on  the  3d  of 
January,  to  inquire  whether  any  person  had  been  employ- 
ed by  the  depgaite  banks  at  their  agent  to  tranasct  their 
busincM  with  the  Treasury  Department,  be  instructed 
to  report  to  this  House  the  oircumstsnces  which  occur- 
red in  the  committee  room  on  the  S5th  day  of  January 
last,  during  the  ezsmination  of  Reuben  M.  Whitney." 

Af^er  aome  remarks  from  Mr.  BELL,  urging  the  ne- 
ceasity  of  asserting  tbe  authority  of  the  House  on  this  oc- 
casion, tbe  question  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Jabvis 
waa  taken,  and  the  same  was  rejected. 

Mr.  PATTON  moved  to  lay  the  whole  aubject  on  the 
Ubie. 

On  that  motion  Mr.  LINCOLN  called  for  tbe  yeaa  and 
naysi  which  were  ordered. 

On  the  name  of  Mr.  ADAMS  being  called,  Mr.  A. 
rose  and  naked  to  be  ezcuaed  from  voting,  for  reasona 
which  he  sent  in  writing  to  the  Chair,  and  which  he  re- 
quested might  be  entered  on  the  Journal. 

The  SPEAKER  aaid  this  could  only  be  done  by  the 
unanimoua  consent  of  the  House. 

Tbe  reading  of  the  resolutions  having  been  called  for, 

Mr.  MEBCER  aaid  he  could,  under  no  circumstances, 
assent  to  the  propoaition  of  Mr.  AoAxa. 

The  SPEAKER  said  tbe  application  could  not  then 
be  entertained  at  tbia  tinM. 

Mr.  ADAMS  submitted  that,  under  the  rules  of  the 
House,  a  member  asking  to  be  excused  was  entitled  to 
give  his  reaaona  in  writing. 

The  CHAIR  aaid  that,  by  a  decision  of  the  la«^t  session 
of  Congress^  an  application  to  be  excused  from  voting 
could  not  be  entertained  pending  the  call  of  the  yeaa 
and  nays,  but  must  be  made  afterwardsi  an  appeal  bad 
been  taken,  and  tbe  House  bad  affirmed  the  decision  of 
the  Chair. 

And  the  question  on  the  nnotion  to  lay  the  whole  sub- 
ject on  the  ubIe  was  Uken, and  decided  in  the  negative: 
Teaa  88,  nays  97. 

So  the  subject  wss  not  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GRAHAM  oliertd  tbe  following  amendment: 
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Strike  out  til  after  ••  Re9ohed^"  and  iniert: 

•*  That  the  Speaker  of  this  Houae  forthwith  iaiue  hia 
official  aummons  to  the  8ergeant>at-artnaf  commanding 
him  to  samrnon  R.  M.  Whitney  to  appear  in  thia  hall  on 
to-morrow  morning^,  at  11  o'clocki  to  ahow  cauae  why 
an  attachment  ahould  not  iaaue  againat  him  for  a  con- 
tempt of  the  authority  of  the  Houae,  in  refuaing  to  at- 
tend the  telect  committee  appointed  by  thia  House  on 
the  17th  day  of  January,  according  to  a  aummont  duly 
served  on  him." 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  ADAMS  ilien  asked  to  be  excused  from  roting, 
for  the  following  reasons,  which  were  sent  in  writing  to 
the  Chair: 

Mr.  Adams  requested  to  be  excused  from  voting  up- 
on this  and  every  other  queation  of  privilege  aflTrcting 
Reuben  M.  Whitney — the  peraonal  relatione  between 
him  and  that  individual  having  long  been  auch  as  to 
make  it  the  duly  of  Mr.  Abaks  to  decline  acting  as  his 
judge  upon  any  question  affecting  hia  peraonal  righta. 

Mr.  ADAMS  asked  that  thia  atatement  might  be  en- 
tered on  the  Journalf  to  which  the  SPEAKER  replied 
that  it  would,  as  a  matter  of  courae,  be  entered  on  the 
journal. 

And  the  queation  waa  then  taken  on  the  adoption  of 
the  modified  reaolution  of  Mr.  Lihcolv,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative:  Yeas  100,  nays  85. 

So  the  preamble  and  reaolution  were  adopted. 

Mr.  LANE  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which 
the  first  of  the  two  reaolutiona  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Adamb 
had  been  rejected  on  yeaterday. 

Mr.  BOON  nnoved  to  poatpone  the  further  conaidera- 
tion  of  the  motion  until  to-morrow  i  which  motion  pre- 
vailed: Yeaa  91,  naya  not  counted. 

And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  RENCHER, 

The  Houae  adjourned. 

Satdbdat,  FxamrAXT  11. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MERCEB,  so  much  of  the  journal 
was  stricken  out  aa  contained  the  reasons  assigned  by 
Mr.  Adams  yesterday  for  asking  to  be  excui^  from 
voting  on  any  resolution  involving  the  personal  rights  of 
Mr.  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  and  which  reaaons  had  been 
entered  on  the  journal. 

ELECTION   OF    PRESIDENT    OP   THE  UNITED 

STATES. 

Mr.  THOMAS,  from  the  joint  committee  appointed  to 
wait  on  MAXTiir  Vav  Buaxir,  of  New  York,  and  inform 
him  that  he  haa  been  duly  elected  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Statea  for  four  years,  commencing  with  the  4th  of 
March,  1837,  reported:  That  the  committee,  in  con- 
formity with  the  directions  of  the  House,  hsd,  on  yester- 
day, waited  on  the  Preaident  elect,  and  informed  him 
that  the  votes  for  President  of  the  United  Statea  had 
been  counted  by  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  in  the 
manner  prescribed  by  the  constitution!  that  he  had  re- 
ceived a  majority  of  all  the  vo'ea  given,  and  was  duly 
elected  President  of  the  United  Statea  for  four  }ears, 
commencing  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1837. 

Mr.  Yak  Buaxir  expreaaed,  in  reply,  his  grateful 
sense  of  the  distinguished  honor  which  his  fetlow-citixens 
had  conferred  upon  him,  and  requested  us  to  assure  our 
repective  Houses  that  they  might  rely  on  his  uncessing 
efforts  to  execute  the  responsible  trust  about  to  devolve 
upon  him,  in  a  manner  the  most  conducive  to  the  public 
interest. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  THOMAS,  the  report  was  Uid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

RIGHT  OF  PETITION. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  aaked  the  consent  of  the  Houae  to  of- 
fer the  following  resolution!  which  was  read: 


Whereaa  the  vote  of  the  House,  taken  on  the  9th 
of  February,  the  following  reaolution,  vis:  *'  Retohed, 
That  any  member  who  ahall  hereafter  present  to  the 
House  any  petition  from  the  alavea  in  this  Union  oug|ht 
to  be  considered  as  regardless  of  the  feelings  of  the 
House,  the  rights  of  the  Southern  States,  and  unfriendly 
to  the  Union}"  may  be  conatrued  into  an  expression  of 
opinion  upon  the  abstract  queation  of  the  right  of  slarei 
to  petition  Congreaa;  therefore, 

Ruolvtdf  That  alavea  do  not  poasesa  the  right  of  peti- 
tion aecured  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  by  the 
constitution. 

Mr.  INGRRSOLL  sent  the  following  to  the  Clerk'i 
table,  to  be  read: 

Huohed,  That  the  honorable  Johv  Qotvct  Adima, 
having  inquired  of  the  Speaker  whether  it  would  be  in 
order  for  him  to  preaent  a  petition  purporting  to  be 
from  certain  alavea,  and  the  Speaker  having  appesled  to 
the  Houae  for  instruction— 

Reoohed^  That  thia  House  cannot  receive  such  peti- 
tion without  disregarding  its  own  dignity,  the  rights  of 
a  large  class  of  citizens  of  the  South  and  West,  and  the 
constitution  of  the  United  Statea. 

The  reaolution  having  been  read, 

Mr.  TAYLOR  accepted  it  as  a  modification  of  hii  ovn, 
and  then  renewed  hia  requeat  to  the  House  to  grant  bin 
leave  to  offer  it. 

Mr.  PINCRNEY  roae  and  objected. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  a  auspension  of  the  role. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  asked  fur  the  yeu  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  PATTON  inquired  if  the  motion  to  reconsider 
was  not  first  in  order. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  it  waa  competent  for  the 
House  to  give  precedence  to  another  question. 

Mr.  PATTON  presumed,  then,  that  the  object  of 
thia  propoaition  waa  to  poatpone  the  motion  to  reeon* 
aider  the  vote  rejecting  the  resolution  on  the  subject  of 
presenting  petitions  from  slavea. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  of  Kentucky,  suggested  whether 
the  propoaitiona  of  the  gentlemen  ft*om  New  York  and 
Pennayivania  could  be  in  order  pending  a  motion  to  re- 
consider another  having  a  direct  bearing  upon,  if  not 
identical  with  them. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  that  waa  a  matter  of  which 
the  Houae  itself  waa  the  aole  judge.  The  motion  nsde 
to  auspend  the  rule  waa  atrictly  in  order. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  inquired  if  it  would  be  in  order  at  thit 
atage  to  submit  an  amendment  to  the  proposition. 

The  CHAIR.  It  would  be  in  order  to  amend  the 
propoaition  after  it  waa  before  the  House,  if  the  Honte 
ahould  auspend  the  rule  and  agree  to  receive  it. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  of  Kentucky,  auggested  that  it 
would  be  better  to  move  to  auspend  the  rule,  to  take  up 
the  question  upon  the  reconsideration. 

The  CHAIR  could  not  entertain  debate,  and  he  had 
before  atated  that  the  motion  to  auapend  was  not  open 
to  amendment 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  had  made  no  motion,  but  tbrev 
out,  as  a  auggeation,  what  he  thought  would  be  the 
beat  course. 

Mr.  LEWIS  inquired,  if  the  vote  of  the  9th  should  be 
reconsidered,  whether  the  resolution  rejected  by  that 
vote  would  be  open  to  amendment. 

The  CHAIR  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  LEWIS  hoped  that  the  question  would  be  first 
taken,  for  it  woukl  anawerthe  same  purpose. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  urged  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  to  withdraw  hia  motion,  and  move  to  tske  up  the 
question  of  reconsideration. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  would  yield  to  the  wiahes  of  members, 
and  accordingly  araented,  withdrew  his  motion  to  su^ 
pend  the  rule  for  the  purpose  of  submitting  bis  o«o 
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rooltttlon,  and  made  m  similar  motion  to  take  up  the 
qvNtioo  of  reoonaideration. 

Thii  motion  to  take  op  prevailed;  and  the  question 
Iben  recurring  upon  reconsidering  the  vote  by  which 
the  following  leiolution  was  reject^: 

"Raolted,  That  any  member  who  shall  hereafter  pre- 
Knt  to  the  House  any  petition  from  the  slaves  in  (his 
[Jam  ought  to  he  considered  as  regardlea  of  the  feel- 
ingt  of  the  House,  the  rights  of  the  Southero  States, 
and  oofriendly  to  the  Unions- 
Mr.  LANE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordrnd. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  said  he  had  voted  against  the  resolu- 

tioB  (ben  under  consideration,  and  be  should  he  obliged 

to  do  M  again,  if,  without  modiftcation,  the  question  upon 

it  ihottld  be  sgain  taken.     Mr.  A.  was  not  in  his  seat 

tiien  that  unfortunate  subject  was  first  introduced  into 

I    the  Hooie,  but  he  w>s  near  at  band,  and  indistinctly 

'    heard  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  when  he  ad- 

drened  the  Chair.     Learning  from  a  friend  near  at 

I    hud  ttiata  proposition  was  m^e  to  submit  to  the  House 

I  petition  from  slaves,  praying  the  abolition  of  slavery, 

Mr.  A.  returned  hia  seat,  when  several  resohitions  were 

nbmitted,  proposing  to  bring  the  gentleoMn  [Mr.  Ad- 

at]  to  the  bar  of  the  House,  for  an  alleged  contempt, 

for  baring  submitted  the  supposed  abolition  petition. 

I    Not  for  a  moment  supposing  there  could  be  any  misap* 

prebeonon  as  to  the  purport  of  the  petition,  or  as  to  the 

1   iiape  in  which  it  was  communicated  to  the  Housf*,  Mr. 

A.  iband  himself  participating  in  what  seemed  to  be  the 

cooKBon  feeling  of  its  memberr,  to  support  the  dignity 

of  the  House;  and  he  felt  .disposed  to  go  as  far  aa  any 

,   other  member  to  effect  that  object,  even  to  the  expul- 

;   lioR  of  the  member  oflTering  the  supposed  indignity, 

should  the  circumstances  of  tbe  case,  on  a  full  investi- 

Sttion,  justify  that  extreme.    But,  Mr.  Spesker,  (sakl 

Mr.  A.,}  you  may  well  imagine  my  surprise  when,  alUr 

(be  Uouie  having  consumed  almost  the  whole  day  in  an 

effort  to  bring  the  matter  to  issue,  the  paper  in  ques- 

(tto  vu  ascertained  not  to  be  a  petition  from  slaves  for 

tbe  tboKtion  of  slavery,  but  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a 

petitioa  from  twenty-two  slaves  of  the  District  of  Co- 

lonbit,  praying  the  expoliion  of  the  gentleman  from 

Maaiebusetts  from  the   House  of  Representatives;  a 

hoix,  no  doubt,  practised  upon  the  gentleman  by  some 

*>gof  the  city,  in  consequence  of  the  gentleman's  leal 

in  behalf  of  abolition  petitions.     8ir,  (said  Mr.  A.,)  I 

vas  surpriaed  and  no  less  mortified  to  find  myself  en- 

Pfcd  in  such  a  farce,  if  I  can  be  permitted  to  give  it 

m  nsme.  Yea,  air,  1  have  called  it  a  farce,  and  I  would 

>i^noniih  my  friends  from  the  South,  as  well  as  those 

of  the  North,  not  to  change  iu  title  and  character  by 

|heirover.zeal;  that  is  to  sav,  not  to  proceed  on  tikis  all- 

HBportant  and  delicate  subject  so  as  at  length  to  entitle 

it  to  mother   name-*a  deep  and  direful  trasedy.     Mr. 

^'  lud,  tbe  facta  of  the  case  having  been  disclosed  to 

^  Hoaie,  he  was  of  opinion  the  several  propositions 

then  apoQ  the  Speaker's  table,  touching  the  matter  in 

question,  should  have  been  swept  from  it,  leaving  the 

fentieman  from  Massachusetts  in  possession  of  his  paper 

«  petition,  to  dispose  of  the  same  on  his  responsibility, 

^i^boat  any  further  action  of  the  House  on  the  sub- 

J^i  Qnless  the  course  of  that  or  some  other  member, 

^  ftference  to  the  petition,  should  require  it.     But,  sir, 

v^d  ifr.  A.,)   it  was  otherwise  determined  by  the 

Hoaie.    A  vote  was  taken  on  the  passsge  of  the  resolu- 

fioo;  ind,  without  giving  him  an  opportunity  of  preaent- 

H  ha  views  on  tbe  subject,  the  previous  question  inter- 

P«iog  ind  cutting  off  all  further  debate,  he  was  obliged 

to  vote  against  It. 

Mr.  A'a  object  in  then  occupying  the  floor  was  to  say, 
ffl  part,  what  he  wiahed  to  have  said  previous  to  tbe  vote 
of  the  preceding  day,  on  the  resolution,  and  to  protest 


against  a  construction  put  on  its  rejection,  by  some  gen- 
tlemen, to  wit:  that  its  rejection  implied  the  right  otany 
member  thereafter  to  introduce  in  that  House  a  petition 
from  slaves.  Mr.  A.  denied  the  ground  assumed.  It 
was  not  tenable.  He  would  he  one  of  the  last  to  give 
any  vote  that  might  directly  or  indirectly  grant  such  a 
privilege.  He  was  not  only  in  favor  of  rejecting  peti- 
tions of  that  character,  but  was  also  opposed  to  the  re- 
ception of  petitions  from  citizens  of  one  State,  proposing 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  another  State;  and  in  that  re- 
spect he  had  gone  as  far  as  the  farthest,  as  the  journals 
of  that  House  of  the  9th  and  10th  of  January  last  would 
show.  He  took  the  broad  ground  that  Congress  had  no 
control  over  the  subject,  and  that  it  was  improper  to 
agitate  it  there.  It  should  be  left  to  the  States  holding 
slaves  to  take  such  steps  in  reference  to  the  abolition  of 
slavery  as  their  own  feelings  snd  interest  might  dictate; 
and  he  thought  that  the  most  effectual  way  of  getting 
rid  of  tbe  evil.  He  had  another  objection  to  the  pas- 
sage of  the  resolution  referred  to.  He  could  not  think 
the  esse  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  justified 
the  odium  that  would  be  cast  upon  him  by  the  adoption 
of  tbe  resolution.  Nor  was  he  (Mr.  A.)  Willing  to  pre- 
scribe any  degree  of  punishment  for  members  of  that 
House,  for  a  contempt  to,  or  disorderly  conduct  in,  the 
House,  until  the  case  should  occur.  If  it  should  become 
his  painful  duty  to  act  on  such  a  caae,  he  would  be 
found  to  act  aa  promptly  as  any  other  member,  and 
should  then  exercise  his  own  judgment,  according  to  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  offence,  without  reference  to 
previous  rules  or  resolutions  of  the  House,  which,  al- 
though connected  with  the  same  subject,  might  diifer 
materially  in  character  snd  extent.  Mr.  A.  could  offer 
other  objectiona  to  the  resolution,  but  be  would  not 
longer  detain  the  House.  Thus  far  he  had  felt  it  his  du- 
ty to  explain  his  vote  of  the  preceding  day.  If  it  should 
become  necessary  hereafter,  he  would  say  more  on  the 
subject  to  those  to  whom  alone  he  felt  accountable  for 
his  action  upon  it.  Mr.  A.  was  in  hopes  the  resolution 
would  be  so  modified  as  to  bear  solely  on  the  abstract 
question  as  to  the  right  of  slaves  to  petition  Congress. 
He  cared  not  how  atrong  it  was;  he  would  vote  for  it, 
although  he  regretted  the  subject  had  been  introduced 
at  all. 

Mr.  PARKER  raised  the  point  of  order  whether,  as 
the  question  of  reconsideration  recurred,  tbe  demand 
for  tbe  previous  question,  originally  moved  on  the  reso- 
lution, did  not  recur  with  it. 

The  CHAIR  decided  otherwise,  and  that  the  motion 
to  reconsider  stood  alone,  without  any  reference  to  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  gave  his  reasons,  at  length,  why 
hehsd  voted  against  the  resolution  which  it  was  now 
proposed  to  reconsider.  He  had  voted  against  it  be- 
cause he  would  have  considered  the  adoption  of  it  a  de- 
nunciation on  that  floor  of  those  who  conceived  it  to  be 
their  duty  to  present  all  petitions,  let  them  com.e  from 
whomsoever  they  might;  the  sdoption  of  it  would  have 
been  denouncing  all  perscms  entertaining  such  opinions, 
however  mistaken  they  might  be,  as  inimical  to  the 
Union.  And  another  reason  why  he  had  voted  against  it 
was,  that  he  considered  it  as  violating  the  spirit  of  the 
constitution  of  the  country,  which  provided  that  no  one 
should  be  held  amenable  for  any  thing  said  on  that  floor. 
He  disclaimed  all  intention,  by  his  vote  against  this  reso- 
lution, of  admitting  the  right  of  slaves  to  petition  Con- 
gress, and  said  he  had  endeavored  to  get  the  floor  to  ex- 
plain, before  the  vote  was  taken,  but  was  prevented  by 
the  operation  of  the  rules  of  the  House.  He  intended, 
if  he  had  obtained  the  floor,  to  offer  a  resolution  declar- 
ing it  as  the  sense  of  the  House,  that  slaves  had  not  the 
constitutional  right  to  petition  Congress. 

Mr.  GIDEON  LEE  said,  believing  that  members  per- 
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feclly  onderttood  the  simple  questioii  of  reconsideration, 
and  that  they  would  have  a  hetter  opportanity  of  discus- 
sing the  question  which  would  immediately  follow  the 
question  of  reconsideration,  he  therefore  moved  the  pre- 
Tious  question. 

Mr.  ADAMS  appealed  to  the  gentleman  to  withdraw 
the  motion. 

Mr.  LEE  had  made  op  hia  mind,  and  could  not  with- 
draw the  motion. 

The  previouB  question  was  seconded  by  the  Houm: 
Yeas  108,  nays  not  counted;  and  the  main  question  was 
ordered  to  be  put. 

The  yess  and  nays,  having  been  ordered  on  the  main 
question,  which  was  on  reconsidering  the  vote  by  which 
the  resolution  waa  rejected,  were:  Yeas  159,  nays  45. 
aa  follows: 

Ybas— Messrs.  Alford,  C.  Allan,  Anthony,  Ashley, 
Barton,  Bean,  Be|i,  Black,  Bockee,  Boon,  Bouldin, 
Bovee,  Boyd,  Bums,  Bynum,  J.  Calhoon,  Cambreleng, 
Campbell,  Carr,  Carter,  Casey,  J.  Chsmbers,  Chaney, 
Chapman,  Chapin,  N.  H.  Claiborne,  J.  F.  H.  Claiborne, 
CItveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Cramer,  Crane,  Crary,  Cush- 
man,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Doubledsy,  Dromgoole,  Bfner, 
Elmore,  Fairfield,  Fsrlin,  Forester,  Fowler,  French, 
Fry,  Galbraith,  J.  Garland,  R.  Garland,  Gholaon,  Gillef, 
Glascock,  Graham,  Granthnd,  Graves,  Griilin,  Haley, 
J.  Hall,  Hamer,  Harlan,  S.  8.  Harrison,  A.  Q.  Harriaon, 
Hawkins,  Haynea,  Holiey,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
Howell,  Hubley,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ing- 
ham, Jarris,  Jenifer,  J.  Johnson,  C.  Johnaon,  H.  John- 
son, J.  W.  Jones,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  Lane, 
Lansing,  Laporte,  Lawler,  G.  Lee,  J.  Lee,  T.  Lee,  L. 
Lea,  Lewis,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lucaa,  Lyon,  A.  Mann,  Mar- 
tin, W.  Maaon,  M.  Mason,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  McComas^ 
McKay,  McKeon,  McKim,  McLenr,  Mercer,  Miller, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  Owens, 
Page,  Farks,  Patteraon,  Fatten,  F.  Pierce,  D.  J.  Pearce, 
J.  A.  Pearce,  Pearaon,  Pettigrew,  Peyton,  Phelpa, 
Pinckney,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Richsrd- 
son,  Robertson,  R(»gen,  Schenck,  Seymour,  W.  B. 
Shepard,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Sbinn,  Spangler, 
Standefer,  Steele,  Storer,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  J.  Thom- 
aon,  W.  Thompson,  Toucey,  Turrill,  Underwood,  Van- 
derpoel,  Wagener,  Ward,  Webster,  Weeks,  White, 
T.  T.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  8.  William^  Wise, 
Yell-^159. 

Ni.Ta*-»Messrs.  Adara%  U.  Allen,  Bailey,  Beaumont, 
Bond,  Borden,  Brtggs,  Buchanan,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  G. 
Chambers,  Chiik,  Cushing,  Dsritngton,  Denny,  Evsns, 
Everett,  Granger,  Grennell,  H.  Hall,  Hard,  Harper^ 
Hnzeltine,  Henderson,  Hoar,  Ingersoll,  W.  Jackaon, 
JanCF,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Lincoln,  Love,  Job  Mann,  Mc- 
Carty,  ^cKennan,  Mdligan,  Parker,  Philltpa,  Potts, 
Reed,  Ruasell,  Slade,  Sloane,  Vinton,  Elisha  Whittleaey, 
Young— 45. 

So  the  vote  was  reconaidered. 

When  the  roll  had  been  called  through,  Mr.  CRAIG 
roae  in  hia  place,  and  stated  that  he  was  out  of  hia  aeat 
at  the  moment  when  his  name  was  cslled,  though  he  re- 
turned to  it  the  instant  thereafter  and  he  asked  leave 
to  record  hia  vote  in  the  affirmative,  but  it  was  object- 
ed to. 

The  resolution  being  then  before  the  House, 

Mr.  TAYLOR  moved  to  amend  it  by  striking  out  all 
after  the  word  «<  /2eso/ce(/,"  and  inserting  the  following: 
<*  That  slaves  do  not  possess  tlie  right  of  petition  se- 
cured to  the  people  of  the  United  States  by  the  consti- 
tution." 

Mr.  PICKENS,  said  it  waa  not  his  intention  to  enter 
now  minutely  into  any  argument  touching  the  great 
and  delicate  questions  involved  in  the  subjects  be- 
fore the  House,  but  he  rose  merely  to  put  himself 
riglit  before  the   country.    He   had  refused  to  vote 


on  the   motion   for  nooarideratten,  and  would  new 
refuse  to  vote   on    all    the    propoaittoas  made.   He 
did  ao  under  a  aolemn  and  profound  oonviedoa  that,  ti 
a  representative  from  a  alavehoMing  people,  he  coald 
not  and  would  not  compromise  their  rights  or  stsin  tlwr 
honor  by  participating  in  proceedings,  where,  by  the 
rejection  of  the  first   resolution,  thi^  had  received  i 
deep  wound.  Mid  which  wece  now  ealculsAed  to  oiiiletd 
and  deceive  his  country.    Those  who  hsd  rejected  the 
first  resolution  the  day  before   yesterday  had  tbsiebf 
created,  politically  apeaking,  a  negative  pregnant,  ind 
indirectly  declared  that  slaves  had  a  right  to  petition  (hii 
House.     And  this  right  waa  openly  maintained  in  the 
debate  by  the  leading  apeakera  who  opposed  the  reaohi- 
tion.     They  had  taken  the  reaponsibility  of  committiaf 
a  wound  upon  the  constitution  and  the  Union,  and  hid 
done  ao  by  a  deliberate  vote;  and  he  (Mr.  P.)  vu 
for  letting  them  now  take  the  reaponsibility  of  besiinK 
that  wound  themaelvea.     Aa  long  aa  that  resohitioo  re- 
osained  negatived,  he  felt  it  to  he  an  outrsge  and  inioU 
to  hia  conatituentai  and  he,  aa  Iheir  repreacntative,  hsd 
refused  to  vote  for  reconsidertngt  aa  he  aaked  no  fsvoit 
and  begged  no  mercy.    He  called  upon  gentlemen  fron 
the  alaveholding  raoe  to  beware  how  they  moved  in  this 
matter.    It  involved  conasquencea  of  the  deepest  and 
moat  delicate  importance.     We  atand  upon  a  precipics 
at  whose  baae  the  wavea  of  anarchy  and  discord  dash 
their  foaming  aurges.    Let  no   man  be  deceived.   It 
blood  is  to  come  of  these  transactions,  I  desire  to  ctesi 
my  skirts  of  it. 

l*he  substitutes  proposed  are  calculated  to  dehidesnd 
to  lull  into  false  aecurity  the  South.     They  change  the 
issue  made  upon    the  odious   and  oiTensive  resolotios 
now  proposed  to  be  reconsidered.     They  are  ealcultted 
to  produce  a  false  impres^n.     Many  claim  the  right 
for  slavea  to  petition  aa  a  natural  inherent  right,  shove 
the  conatitution;  and  will  vote  the  substitutes,  not  b^ 
cauae  alavea  have  no  right  to  petition,  but  because  thef 
have  no  right  aa  «*  aecured  to  the  people  of  the  United 
Statea  by  the  constitution."    Let  the  origlnst  odioai 
resolution  which  ia  now  reconsidef«d  be  direcilf  voted 
upon,  and,  if  gentlemen  have  changed  their  opinion«i  let 
it  be  adopted.    If  you  intend  to  save  the  countrf,  come 
up  to  the  mark  like  men.     We  profeaa  to  be  outraged 
by  the  rejeotion  of  that  reaotutton,  and  we  Aould  be 
aatlsfled  with  nothing  less  now  than  its  adoption.    Thii 
is  due  to  us(  it  is  the  issue  you  have  made.     Na^  sin  joe 
cannot  adopt  that  reaolution.     I  believe  the  votes  then 
given  to  be  the  deliberate  aeiftimente  of  thia  Honse.  And 
if  gentlemen,   like  fkwns,   now  tremble    st  their  own 
shadowa  in  the  brookt  if,  under  party  discipline  snd 
under  party  acrews,  they  come  forward  and  pretend  to 
give  justice,  let  them  do  It  openly.     But  let  no  man  ex- 
pect me  to  aid  him  in  auppoH  of  aubatitutes  by  which 
my  country  ahall  be  deceived  and  deluded  on  the  vital 
questions  involved.     I  desire  my  constituents  to  kno* 
the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth. 
If  I  Btand  on  a  volcano,  I  deaire  to  know  it,  by  looking 
on  the  smoke. 

I  believe  the  recorded  vote  on  the  rejected  resolution 
to  be  the  sentiment  of  a  majority  of  thia  Hooiet  snd  I 
believe  that  they  represented  their  constituents;  thst 
that  vote  is  a  correct  exponent  of  the  sentiment  of  ti^e 
non-slaveholding  States  in  this  confederacy.  If  this  he 
not  true,  and  1  sm  mistaken,  (in  which  I  hope  most  sin- 
cerely I  miiy  be,)  then  let  those  gentlemen  reverse  the 
vote  then  given,  as  they  can  do,  if  they  choose.  But  i 
will  not  aid  them  in  producing  a  false  result  before  the 
country.  I  cannot,  alter  the  proceedings  of  the  last 
few  days,  and  particularly  on  the  day  before  yesterdaft 
partake  in  any  courae  by  which  I  may  be  drawn  under 
the  majority  of  this  House,  snd  forced  into  a  portion 
which  I  cannot  control^  and  which  nay  mislead  and  de- 
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ceifs  the  Soatb  u  to  the  real  feelings  that  exist  in  other 
portiqnsof  the  Union  towards  them  and  their  institutions. 
Ur.  Speil^er,  I  may  be  mistaken,  but  this  course  is  from 
iiolema  sense  of  my  duty.  I  trust,  on  this  subject  at 
lost,  ( htre  no  factious  feelings  towards  any  man  or 
Ktofmen}  but  1  feel  pained  and  deeply  wounded  at 
tbe  foreboding  state  of  things.  I  have  seen  enough  in 
(bebti  few  days  to  force  upon  me  the  melancholy  con- 
viction  tbit  there  is  not  spirit  or  courage  enough  in  the 
coantry  to  save  our  rights  and  our  institutions. 

I  hive  laid  that  I  belicTe  the  vote  upon  the  original 

renlation  to  be  a  correct  exponent  of  the  feeling  and 

tbe  lentiments  of  the  non-slaveholding  SUtes  of  this 

conrederacy.    Look  at  Pennsylvaniai  and  while  we  are 

diKusing  these  topics  and  witnessing  these  scenes  in 

ibitHonse,  vhat  do  we  see  there ^    A  State  convention 

of  tvo  hundred  delegates,  from  different  parts  of  the 

Stale,  isaembled  at  Harriaburg  to  dc? ise  ways  and  means 

i>7  vhicb  to  abolish  slavery  throughout  this  land.   They. 

ippetl  to  tbe  laborers  of  the  North  against  slave  labor, 

m  tbe  ground  that  it  comes  into  competition  with  them. 

looic  »t  their  Governor,  appealing  to  them  to  put  down 

"(he  dark  spirit  of  slavery,"  in  bis  public  message  to 

tbe  Legblaiure.    Do  you  suppose  that  the  Pennsylvania 

BepreBeatatives  did  not  represent  the  sentiments  of  their 

Siite  on  tbe  resolution  rejected^    Sir,  it  is  a  vast  akn- 

^t.   They  knew  well  what  they  were  doing.    lK>ok 

^  a  recent  letter,  published  from'a  distinguished  divine, 

a<«iogui8hed  for  bis  extensive  influence  over  the  inlel- 

i^tind  learning  of  his  count ryt  and  what  do  you  see? 

fou  lee  him  soiling  the  mantle  of  Christian  charity,  by 

vnpping  under  ita  broad  folds  those  who  are  loathsome 

i^>m  their  leprosy^  and  whoae  foul  embrace  is  death. 

lOQ  Me  him  holding  up  to  tbe  world  these  men  as  the 

P<CQliar  and  chosen  defenders  of  tbe  liberty  of  speech, 

of  vritinif,  and  of  thinking.     He  has  the  effrontery  to 

*;  that  •'  he  is  not  even  aure  that  he  would  have  the 

Pr>ir>lege  he  then  enj<^,  of  writing  at  his  desk,  if  it 

*ere  not  for  the  abolitionists."    Sir,  it  is  such  men  as 

"f-  Channing  who  are  now  movhig  down  upon  public 

•(Qiimeitt,  and  make  the  ground  upon   which  your 

»ortbem  fanatica  are  to  fight  their  battles.     Tell  us  not 

^  miserable  stuff'tbat  we  give  them  groand  by  making 

■"wes  here.    We  must  make  tbe  issues  you  choose  to 

[fj^ff.  or  give  up  our  country  to  plunder  snd  murder. 

^rge  not  us  with  these  tbingh     We  are  false  to  our 

P<ople  if  «e  remain  here  silent,  and  beg  mercy  and  for* 

bearance  at  your  hands.     Do  you  suppose  that  the  Rep* 

rnendtires  from  Massachusetts  did  not  vote  aa  Iheir 

nnstituenU  would  have. done  if  they  had  been  here? 

"  you  intend  to  produce  any  anch  impression  upon  the 

^iry  by  now  changing  the  issues  through  substitutes, 

<^  viU  be  delusion  and  fiilsehood.    No,  sirt  we  have 

J^n  the  lightning  flash,  and  let  ua  not  close  our  eyes 

'rem  iti  glare. 

When  I  came  on,  at  the  first  of  this  session,  1  inquired 
"» •  gentteman,  a  member  of  Ibia  House,  in  whose  vera- 
^7«Qd  judgment  I  have  tbe  higheat  confidence,  as  to 
^  itate  of  public  feeling  then  existing  at  the  North 
1}  "Inject  of  abolition.  He  informed  me  that  he 
^J^l  it  was  running  out,  and  in  all  probability,  from 
*bit  he  then  could  see,  that  in  a  few  years  it  would  be 
*^  This  was  his  deliberate  opinion  at  that  time.  U 
^^  SA  impression  upon  me,  and  I  began  to  think 
^t  thinga  were  exaggerated.  I  was  silent,  and  aaid 
^  little  connected  with  this  subject  until  within  the 
2Iu  J  ^^*'  ®"*»  "^»  yesterday  morning,  after  the 
^dcd  Toie  on  the  rejection  of  that  resolution,  which 
y*^  luch  intenae  excitement,  the  same  gentleman 
hJ^  ^>  iind  aaid,  with  much  anxiety,  that  he  felt 
Em  r  ^  cxpbiin  to  roe  what  be  communicated  at  the 
jst  or  the  sesaioni  he  says  now  he  was  miataken  entire- 
>}  AS  to  the  strength  of  the  abolitioniatf,  and  WM  afraid 
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he  had  led  me  into  some  error  on  that  point.  He  was 
now  sstisfied  there  was  more  excitement  than  he  had 
any  idea  of  at  first (  that  he  had  just  received  twelve  pe- 
titions on  that  subject,  signed  by  more  than  s  thousand 
of  the  most  active  and  influential  citizens  of  his  district, 
who  were  men',  not  women,  (as  most  of  the  signers  usu- 
ally are,)  and  that  he  believed  their  cauae  was  increas- 
ing and  powerful.  Thia  was  from  the  State  of  New 
York.  And,  in  justice  to  the  gentleman,  I  will  ssy  that 
he  communicated  these  facts  because  he  thought  he 
ought  to  do  so,  as  he  had  made  a  different  impression 
upon  me  at  the  first  of  the  session,  when  I  inquind  of 
him  on  the  subject, for  information.  These  are  the  facts 
which  we  all  know  to  be  passing  before  our  eyes  every 
day,  and  it  is  treason  in  us  to  cry  **  all's  well." 

Mr.  Speaker,  we  must  meet  these  things.  I  cannot 
aay  what  the  people  of  the  entire  alaveholding  rrg'on 
will  do.  1  am  not  authorized  to  speak  for  themt  and, 
knowing  what  I  do,  1  tremble  for  the  future.  But  there 
is  one  State  that  I  feel  in  some  sort  justified  in  speakirig 
for;  a  State  with  whose  people  it  is  my  pride  to  have 
the  name  I  bear  identified  to  the  third  and  fourth  gene- 
rationi  a  people  for  whoae  honor  snd  whose  liberties 
the  blood  of  my  ancestors  has  been  shed  over  every 
battle  field  from  the  seacoast  to  the  mountains.  1  know 
not  whst  course  other  people  will  pursue,  but  the  peo- 
ple of  that  State,  which  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  rep- 
resent, I  know  are  ready,  if  need  be,  to  sleep  in  an  in- 
trenched encampifient(  ihey  are  ready  to  kindle  their 
beacon  fires  over  a  thousand  hilU{  and,  ii  the  worst  is  to 
be  forced  upon  them,  they  can,  in  the  last  resort,  throw 
around  themselvea  a  rampart,  beneath  whose  battle* 
ments  many  a  gallant  son  can  find  at  least  a  soldier's 
grave,  and  transmit  to  posterity  the  rich  inheritance  of 
a  glorioua  name. 

Sir,  I  desire  to  trammel  no  individual!  and  I  now  de- 
clare, on  this  trying  occasion,  that  I  utter  the  instinctive 
feelings  of  my  own  heart,  without  concert  or  consulta- 
tion with  any  roan.  1  work  in  no  paity  ties  or  party 
trammels  for  ^be  personal  aggrandizement  of  any  human 
being  living.  I  look  not  beyond  the  confines  of  my  own 
State.  I  have  no  earthly  ambition  but  to  be  identified 
with  her  interests  snd  her  honor. 

As  long  aa  the  vote  on  the  originat  resolution  remains 
unreversed,  I  feel  bound,  from  the  most  solemn  convic- 
tions of  my  judgment,  to  refrain  from  participstion  in 
proceedings  which  1  fear  are  too  well  calculated  to  de- 
lude tbe  country.  Let  those  who  have  insulted  us,  and 
wounded  the  constitution,  now  withdraw  the  insult,  and 
heal  the  wound.  I  ahall  refuse  to  vote  either  for  or 
against  the  substitutes.  1  feel  bound  to  do  so,  and  shall 
wait  in  silence  your  decision — a  decision  upon  which  the 
future  liite  of  this  country  depends.  Upon  this  subject 
I  can  never  make  a  compromise. 

In  what  I  have  said,  I  desire  to  ofiTend  no  man.  I  at- 
tribute no  improper  motivea  to  any  gentleman.  Others 
may  differ  from  me.  I  allude  to  no  mdividual.  i  have 
uttered  what  I  felt  on  this  painful  occasion.  I  leave 
others  to  pursue  their  own  course,  and  the  responsibili- 
ty be  with  them. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  submitted  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  substitute  offered  by  Mr.  Taylor  :  Strike 
out  all  after  the  word  *'  That,"  and  insert  the  following: 
**the  honorable  Joiur  Quihgt  Adaxs  liaving  inquired  of 
the  Speaker  whether  it  would  be  in  order  for  him  to 
present  a  petition  purporting  to  be  from  certain  slaves, 
and  the  Speaker  having  appealed  to  the  House  for  in- 
structions-— 

'*  ReMlved,  That  this  House  cannot  receive  such  petition 
without  disregarding  its  own  dignity,  the  rights  of  a 
large  class  of  citizens  of  the  South  and  West,  and  the 
conatitution  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  aaid:  The  amendment  proposed, 
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Mr.  Speaker,  tt  offered  in  a  spirit  of  trtnquiHity  and 
peace.  Next  to  the  desire  which  should  influence  erery 
member  of  this  House  to  f^ive  his  vote  sccording^  to  the 
dictates  of  a  conscientious  judgment,  is  that  of  giving  it 
with  the  hope  of  reconciling  conflicting  sentiments,  and 
reproducing  harmony  when  it  has  been  disturbed.  We 
are  informed  of  angry  feelings,  of  agitated  and  excited 
minds.  It  is  our  duty,  if  we  can,  to  prevent,  if  possi- 
ble, their  further  aggravation  in  this  House,  and  the  ex> 
tension  of  it  throughout  the  country.  How  is  this  best 
to  be  eflTected^  By  meeting  the  evil  at  its  source;  by 
counteracting  the  principal  and  primary  mischief.  To 
ascertain  where  that  is,  we  need  only  look  to  the  history 
of  the  last  week.  A  discussion  has  been  going  on  which 
has  done  no  good.  It  might  have  been  obviated  in  a 
moment  by  a  prompt  reply  to  the  inq<itry  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts.  That  reply  would  now  termi- 
nate what  at  the  beginning  it  would  have  prevented. 
We  have  reached  a  practical  crisis.  It  is  a  practical  evil 
that  we  wish  to  correct. 

There  are  many  propositions  which  are  not  acceptable, 
and  are  not  adoptea,  and  yet  the  rejection  of  them  does 
not  imply  a  negative  of  all  or  any  of  the  propositions 
contained  in  them.  There  are  truisms  which  are  not 
rendered  the  stronger  by  being  legislated  on  affirmative- 
ly, or  the  weaker  by  a  negative  vote.  If,  for  example, 
it  should  be  proposed  to  resolve  that  a  republican  foriri 
of  government  Is  the  best;  that  this  Union  ought  to  be 
preserved;  that  it  is  hoped  this  Capitol  will  stand;  that 
we  de/ire  to  be  a  free,  happy,  and  united  people,  no  one 
will  question  the  soundness  of  the  propositions,  yet  not 
a  member  of  the  House  would  feel  disposed  to  vote  for 
any  of  them.  They  are  not  practical,  and  for  that  rea- 
ron  they  are  not  useful.  The  question  now  at  issue  is 
mainly  between  theory  and  practice.  We  must  meet 
the  inquiry  which  has  been  made  sooner  or  later,  and  1 
propose  to'  meet  it  in  the  form  whieh  the  substitute  I  have 
offered  presents.  The  petition  cannot  be  received, 
whether  it  be  a  jest  or  otherwise,  without  compromising 
the  d'gnity  of  the  House.  It  aims  at  no  useful  end.  It 
attempts  the  correction  of  no  grievance.  It  cannot  be 
received,  because  it  would  interfere  with  the  rights  of 
those  to  whom  servipe  and  labor  are  due  by  the  individ* 
uals  who  have  forwarded  it,  and  declared  themselves  to 
stand  in  that  relation.  It  cannot  be  received,  because 
in  this  interference  it  strikes  at  all  thoae  parts  of  the 
constitution  which  recognise  the  system  of  slavery  in  the 
several  States  of  the  Union  where  it  exists  according  to 
their  chosen  polity. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisians,  could  not  believe  that 
a  mnj^rity  of  the  members  who  had  voted  to  reject  the 
resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  the 
other  day  intended  to  express  the  opinion  that  slaves  had 
the  right  to  petition;  but  there- seemed  to  be  a  great 
contrariety  of  opinion  on  the  subject,  and  a  number  of 
gentlemen  thought  that,  by  implication,  the  rejection  of 
that  resolution  went  to  aflUrm  that  slaves  had  the  right  to 
petition.  He  had  never  entered  into  a  discussion  on  this 
subject,  because  he  did  not  believe  that  it  could  lead  to 
any  good  result;  but,  on  the  contrary,  would  do  a  great 
deal  of  evil.  He  did  consider,  however,  that  if  the 
House  recognised  the  right  of  slaves  to  petition,  the 
Union  was  virtually  dissolved;  and  when  that  day  came, 
he  should  feel  it  to  be  his  duty  to  leave  that  House,  and 
go  home  to  his  constituents.  Entertaining  these  views, 
he  would  ask  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  to  accept 
as  a  part  of  his  resolution,  to  come  in  at  t\)e  end  thereof, 
the  words  '*  and  endangering  this  Union." 

Mr.  ANTHONY  hoped  his  coileagrae  would  not  accept 
of  this  modification,  because  they  had  beard  too  much 
about  endangering  the  Union. 

Mr.  INOEliSOLL  said  he  could  not  accept  of  the 
modification. 


Mr.  PATTON  then  addressed  the  House  at  some 
length,  in  support  of  his  original  propositions. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  modified  his  amendment,  by  omit- 
ting the  name  of  Mr.  Aoavs,  and  inserting  "an  bonon- 
ble  member  from  Masaachusetta.** 

"An  inauiry  having  been  made,  by  sn  honorsbts 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  whether  a  paper,  which 
he  held  in  his  band,  purporting  to  be  a  petition  from 
certain  slaves,  and  declaring  themselves  slaves,  came 
within  the  order  of  the  House  of  the  18tb  of  January, 
and  the  said  paper  not  having  been  received  by  ibe 
Speaker,  he  stated  that,  in  a  case  so  extraordinary  and 
novel,  he  would  take  the  advice  and  counsel  of  ibe 
House; 

«*  Reaohedf  That  thia  Rouse  eannot  receive  the  isid 
petition  without  disregarding  its  own  dignity,  the  rights 
of  a  large  elass  of  cititens  of  the  South  and  West,  tad 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States.*^ 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  spoke  at  some  length  in  expla- 
nation pf  the  vote  be  had  given.     He  had  voted  agtinit 
this  resolution;  but,  because  of  his  doing  so,  it  did  not 
follow  that  he  was  in  favor  of  receiving  petitions  from 
sisves.     He  had  voted  against  it  because  the  resolution 
involved  a  question  of  censure  on  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts;  and  he  put  it  to  gentlemen  whether  it 
would  not  be  the  better  means  of  getting  a  large  vote  on 
this  subject  to  lake  it  on  the  bare  qaestion  presented  by 
the  gentleman  from  Masaachusette,  on  the  reception  of 
the  petition  purporting  to  be  from  ahiTea.    If  that  qaes- 
tion was  met,  he  doubted  not  tbey  would  obtain  very 
nearly  a  unanimous  vote  againet  the  reeeption  of  the 
petition.     That  was  the  queation  whieh  ought  to  be 
met,  and  he  was  aorry  to  see  gentlemen  ranoing  ofl^  after 
a  new  question. 

Mr.  BYNUM  did  not  rise  to  make  a  apeech  on  tbii 
occasion,  but  merely  to  inform  the  House  that  at  this 
time  the  individual  who  had  been  ordered  to  be  brought 
before  the  House  by  the  Sergeant-nt-arma  was  now  in 
attendance,  prepared  to  t>e  lieard;  mod  be  hoped  gentle- 
men would  bring  this  debate  to  a  ^  close  M  «*  early  a 
period  as  practicable,  so  that  a  citisen  might  not  be  kept 
in  cuatody  longer  than  waa  actually  necessary.  Mr.  B. 
then  made  a  utw  remarks  in  reply  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  VAirBsapoiL,]and  read  an  extract 
from  a  Southern  paper,  stating  that  a  committee  of  the 
Lf'gislature  of  Louisiana  had  reported  in  favor  of  calling 
a  Southern  convention,  to  take  some  measurea  to  cood« 
tersct  the  efforts  of  the  abolitionista. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  said:  I  have  a  dceire  to  aay  something, 
though  not  a  great  deal,  on  the  momentous  and  sw^l 
subject  now  before  the  House.  I  hare  a  personal  inter* 
est  in  the  issue  to  be  determined  here,  nut  very  incon* 
siderable  to  myself,  but  falling  into  utter  Insignificance 
when  compared  with  the  consequencea  which  may  and 
must  follow  the  decision  now  to  be  made.  I  have  siid, 
and  have  acted  upon  that  opinion  and  belief*  that  there 
waa  no  considerable  number  of  the  members  of  this 
House  willing  to  take  any  ateps  or  meaanres,  direct  or; 
indirect,  against  the  alaveholding  people*  through  thd 
power  or  auihority  of  the  Houae,  gt>ir)g>  to  destroy  the! 
right  of  property  in  negro  slaves,  or  to  endanger  tb^ 
alave  or  slave  owner  on  that  account  in  that  regard-  1 
Bsid  it  at  the  last  session,  and  reiterated  it  again  on  Moa^ 
day  last,  when  this  question  arose.  I  said  ao  from  my 
entire  conviction  of  its  truth,  and  from  the  bottom  of  mf 
heart.  I  knew  there  were  societieo  and  private  associaj 
lions,  and  private  opinions  and  wiahes*  on  boih  sides  oi 
the  Potomac,  of  a  different  character,  but  I  did  not  bei 
lieve  that  they  had  attained  an  oflftcial  and  legislative 
form  and  substance,  until  the  vote  which  ia  now  the  subj 
ject  of  reconsideration.  I  did  say  upon  that  vole  would 
depend  the  question  whether  my  faith  would  be  com 
firmed,  impaired,  or  entirely  annihilated.    1  know  tba 
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hr  tkit  opioioo  I  am  respontible  to  my  eoratitaent%  ind 
iJI  vbo  eonftde  in  roe,  or  luve  Miy  olaimt  upon  mei  ao 
Utmj  personal  interest  extends. 

K  if  viih  tbe  deepest  regret,  the  most  mournful  re- 
flcctiofif,  that  I  compelled  to  say  I  bad  been  conatrained 
to  eoae  to  the  oonclusion  that  in  this  I  had  been  en- 
tireif  in  tbe  wrong.  I  have  been  obliged  to  conclude, 
froBi  that  rote,  that  a  majority  of  this  Houae  were  delib- 
(»tely  and  fatally  of  opinion  that  a  alare  h«*a  tbe  right 
to  petition  this  House. 

Fran  thif  propoMtton,  if  true,  a  corollary  follows,  as 
cosduiively  and  inevitably  as  a  corollary  follows  from  a 
demooftntion  of  any  proposition  in  Euclid,  that  the  con- 
ititotioa  of  the  United  Ststea  is  no  effective  barrier  to 
theacciofi  of  Congress  on  the  right  of  property  in  a  ne- 
gro slave  to  alter  or  aboliah  it. 

Tbif  has  filled  my  mind  with  the  melancholy  anticipa- 
tioMof  all  its  natural  and  awful  coBsequences^  and  this 
atbe^neral  undersUndtng,  aa  far  as  I  am  informed  of 
tile  neaoiflg  and  import  of  that  vote,  which  baa  caoaed 
M  nuch  disntisfaction  in  ao  many  who  are  interested— 
10  siioy  of  the  slaveholding  community. 

I  bare  beard  and  am  cheered  with  hope  that  such  is 
Dot  the  construction  put  on  this  vote  by  many  who  vo- 
ted, and  have  been  thus  underatood.  The  motion  to  re- 
coosider  would  aeem  to  indicate  that  thia  hope  u  not  en- 
tirely uafoonded. 

In  tbe  lew  conaiderationa  that  I  shall  throw  out,  let 
■e  then  avoid  every  thing  that  ia  calcubted  to  irritate 
ind  UQiettle  the  deliberate  judgment  of  gentlemen  in 
the  deeisioo  ihey  ahall  now  make  upon  this  momentous 
qaeitioo,  so  fall  of  conse^uenoea  of  fearful  import.  Let 
■e  Dot  throw  out  any  thing  that  weara  the  appearance 
of  a  threat,  or  any  single  word  that  addresses  itself  to 
piMion  of  any  kind. 

Sir,  let  not  tbe  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
SoTiiaiAaD]  imagine  that  any  question  of  order,  or 
»r  quettioa  aa  to  time  and  manner  of  introducing  this 
■Bt>ject,  can  materially  affect  the  impression  that  this 
vote  viU  oake.  Knowing  that  my  own  confidence  was 
greater  than  ia  oooanson  to  gentlemen  of  tbe  South,  and 
^■ovio;  that  that  confidence  ia  shaken  to  its  founda- 
^  I  cannot  but  feel  that  the  confidence  of  others,  less 
vn  than  my  own,  muat  be  shaken  also. 

Ahbough  the  doctrinea  of  the  abolitionista  give  good 
^^»»^  for  uneasinees,  and  although  the  late  propdaition 
m  another  braaeh  of  tbia  Legislature,  to  incorporate  the 
Cotoftsation  Society  in  this  Diatrict,  is  fiar  more  calcula- 
te to  create  uneaaineiai  yet  both  together,  and  all  that 
■jn  Ittppened  before,  bear  no  comparison  to  tbe  belief 
^  Congress  will  assume  tbe  ground  that  they  may  re- 
vive tbe  petitiona  of  ahives;  that  the  constitution  ia  no 
*<^rity  for  tbe  property  in  negro  slaves.  Nothing  can 
atisfy  us  while  we  are  even  lefl  in  doubt  onthisques- 
^  Tbe  point  baa  been  made  and  seriously  urged,  not 
«uyh7  the  gentleman  from  MassachusetU,  [Mr.  Adams,] 
^t  hy  othera  also,  that  a  slave  baa  tbe  right  to  petition. 
ue  renerabie  and  distinguiahed  gentleman  has  urged 
^  aalave  in  the  streets  of  6onsUntinople  may  petition 
^  Grand  SeigncM-,  or  Grand  Mogul,  and  that  be  dare 
Mt  refuse  to  liaten  to  him,  and  therefore  infers  that  a 
"^ve  may  petition  Congressi  if  he  can  prove  that  Con- 
B^  are  tbe  maatera  of  the  aUves,  here  hia  cases  might 
^loalogatts.  He  has  referred  to  the  right  of  a  British 
"Jhject  to  petition.  In  that  case  all  are  free.  He  has 
arged  that  the  right  to  petition  is  older  than,  and  para- 
*^ot  to,  the  constitution.  All  thia  goea  to  show,  if  it 
J^vi  any  thing,  that  tbe  constitution  does  not  secure 
'1^  proper^  in  n  slave.  The  constitution  was  formed  to 
Wect  peifton  and  property.  Thia  argument  places  the 
»hole  South,  peraon  and  properly,  under  the  discretion 
^  at  the  mercy  of  a  majority  of  Coogressi  and,  like  the 
^jVKi  Seignor,  in  ConstanUnople,  they  may  make  them 
*tt  frw  or  slaves,  at  their  pleaaure. 


Mr.  Speaker,  we  have  taken  an  oath  to  support  the 
constitution.  That  constitution  was  framed  to  support 
this  and  all  other  property.  If,  then,  we  appeal  to  any 
powers,  rights,  or  reasons,  above  and  beyond  that  instru- 
ment, we  disregard  the  bond  which  lathe  only  obliga- 
tion and  contract  between  U8{  and,  as  it  seems  to  roe, 
with  all  respect  to  the  opiniona  of  others,  we  disregard 
the  oaths  we  have  taken  to  support  it.  It  is  in  vain  to 
put  tbe  case  of  a  slave  condemned  to  be  hanged  for 
crime,  and  applying  for  pardon,  with  no  one  to  apply 
to  but  us.  In  such  a  caae  he  is  out  of  the  power,  cut^to- 
dy,  and  protection,  of  his  master,  and  ia  not  the  aubject 
of  property.  Any  general  proposition  that  sUvea  can 
petition  cannot  be  maintained  in  this  way.  The  law 
makes  provision  how  he  may  be  pardoned  without  ap- 
plying here.  The  faith  and  confidence  of  the  South  can- 
not be  restored  by  extravagances  of  thia  sort. 

We  must  come  to  the  simple  queation:  Do  you,  the 
msjority,  mean  that  our  alavea  can  petition  Congress?  If 
so,  Bay  so^plainly,  calmly,  and  promptly.  If  not,  aay 
the  reverse,  and  let  us  know  what  you  mean.  It  ia  due 
to  us,  and  to  youraelves,  that  you  should  be  now  under- 
stood upon  this  point.  I  hope  that  you  will  not  answer 
to  this  inquiry  under  any  party  drill,  as  Is  suppoaed  by 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  PiCKavs,]  but 
that  you  will  give  us  your  real  opinion.  I«  like  that 
gentleman,  wish  the  South  to  know,  since  thia  question, 
never  before  thought  of,  aa  far  aa  I  know,  has  been 
raised,  the  exact  truth.  I  wiah  the  South  to  know  the 
truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth.  I  do 
not  wish,  by  any  irritating,  provoking,  or  even  vindic- 
tive, and  much  less  by  appealing  to  the  tender  feelinga 
of  kindness  and  sympathy,  to  aggravate  or  sppease  any 
passion  or  feeling,  but  to  get  from  the  House  a  coul  and 
deliberate  expression  of  opinion  on  this  point. 

I  can  assure  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  that 
my  course  has  not  been  produced  by  any  drill  on  either 
side.  I  am  certain,  however,  that  even  this  question 
has  been  made,  and  I  fear  will  continue  to  be  made, 
subject  to  the  inveterate  party  feelings  heated  to  frenzy. 
In  such  a  atate  of  things  nothing  is  sacred,  1  know 
there  are  those  In  this  country,  of  all  political  aect^,  who 
are  willing  to  make  any  uae  of  thia  subject  of  negro  sla- 
very. I  am  and  have  been  daily  aenaible  of  these  ope- 
rationa  going  on  around  me,  and  see  their  effects. 

Sir,  the  very  moment  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts put  hia  question,  T  felt  It,  and  ssw  it  in  sll  its  sad 
consequences.  1  felt  nothing  but  sorrow  and  aadness. 
When  the  Chair  announced  to  the  House  that  it  was  a 
question  of  novelty  and  difficulty,  I  felt  surprise,  and  even 
aatonishment.  I  thought  it  was  so  eaay  to  have  escaped 
any  further  trouble  about  it.  Not  much  acquainted 
with  qtfestions  of  order,  I  became  somewhat  reaigned  to 
this,  apd  felt  atill  nothing  but  aorrow  that  such  a  fire- 
brand should  have  been  thrown  in  among  us  mingled 
with  a  dread  of  its  consequences,  until  a  gentleman  from 
New'York  (the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means)  attempted  to  make  sport,  and  turn  it  off  as  a 
'*hoax"  or  a  « joke,"  originating  in  the  South.  Sir, 
thia  produced  in  me  feelinga  of  any  kind  rather  than 
what  had  prevailed  with  me  before.  If  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  waa  «  hoaxed"  it  was  his  misfortune, 
but  that  ^ss  no  reaaon  why  an  attempt  should  be  made 
to  **  hoax"  us  in  so  solemn  and  serious  a  matter.  ,  The 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Sutheulahd]  re- 
lied upon  this  aa  some  excuse  for  the  introduction  of 
this  monstrous  proposition  in  thia  House.  Gentlemen 
all,  and  surely  a  gentleman  who  haa  stood  as  high,  and 
deservedly  so,  as  the  Ex-President,  must  be  taken  to  be 
aerious  when  they  make  from  their  places  propositions 
of  this,  or  Indeed  of  any  kind,  be  they  what  they  may. 
When,  then,  a  gentleman  occupying  a  place  as  high  in 
tbif  House  and  this  couatry  as  tbe  chairman  of  tbe  Com- 
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mittee  of  Ways  and  Means  proposed  to  treat  the 'Subject 
with  levity*  and  justify  the  introduction  of  a  paper  of  that 
kind  into  this  House,  and  a  proposition  so  fraug^ht  with 
mischief,  upon  the  ground  that  some  one  from  the  South 
had  played  a  trick  on  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
I  was  struck  with  surprise,  as  well  as  with  other  emo- 
tions that  I  need  not  now  express  in  terms.  There  are 
things  of  which  sport  cannot  be  made;  and  this  is  one 
of  them.  What  would  you  think  of  a  man  that  would 
attempt  to  make  fun  of  death?  As  well  might  gentle- 
men undertake  to  do  that. 

The  ladies  of  the  North  appear  to  be  rery  anxious 
about  their  sisterhood  at  the  South.  God  bless  them, 
sr.  E  wish  them  all  happiness.  North  and  South,  in 
whatever  situation  they  may  be  found.  Let  roe  not  say 
a  word  to  wound  or  offend  them;  but  I  am  persuaded 
they  give  themselves  a  great  deal  of  unnecessary  trouble 
about  us.  As  they  seem  to  have  set  out  as  valiant  chev- 
aliers, determined  to  break  a  lance  in  defence  of  the  op- 
pressed, it  is  probable  that  any  appeal  to  them  looking 
like  a  regard  to  their  own  interest  would  be  coldly  re- 
ceived; vet  I  would  modestly  say  to  them  that,  living 
among  the  people  myself,  I  have  some  chance  to  know 
something  about  the  effect  likely  to  be  produced  in  the 
South  by  their  interference;  and  I  am  afraid  the  bene- 
fits wilt  not  be  as  great  as  they  suppose.  I  will  say, 
sir,  to  the  gentlemen  and  ladies  of  the  North,  and  to  the 
gentlemen  from  that  quarter  in  this  House,  and  espe- 
cially to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsjlvania  [Mr.  Bvth- 
zBLAiro]  who  \9A\  spoke,  that  I  neither  ask  nor  despise 
the  sympathy  of  the  North,  or  of  him,  so  kindly  ex- 
pressed, but  that,  in  fixing  their  eyes  upon  our  dangers 
and  peril!!,  they  are  very  prone  to  forgf  t  their  own. 
They  all  seem  to  forget  that,  while  they  kindle  up  strife, 
rebellion,  and  civil  war,  as  they  think,  only  in  the  South, 
and  weep  over  it,  the  flame  they  are  kindling  may  reach 
their  own  dwellings— ay,  sir,  may  break  out  first  in  their 
own  quarters.  "While  they  fix  their  imaginations  upon 
kindling  fagots  and  smoking  habitations  in  the  South,  the 
real  flame  may  appear  bursting  loose  from  their  own  bed- 
chambers, their  own  dwellings;  and  their  own  wives,  hus- 
bands, friends,  and  children,  may  be  the  first  and  real 
sufferers.  I  do  not  address  myself  to  the  fears  or  passions 
of  any,  but  to  their  reason.  And,  sir,  if  zeal  has  left  any 
reason  remaining,  cannot  gentlemen  perceive  that  civil 
war,  division,  and  disuuion,  with  all  their  horrid  conse- 
quences, cannot  be  confined  to  one  quarter  of  the 
Union  only?  Let  me  address  myself  to  a  consideration 
that  will  bring  men  to  reflection,  if  any  thing  can — to 
dollars  and  cents.  If  men  cannot  think  of  their  own 
wives  and  children,  and  the  dangers  and  perils  that  will 
befall  thtrm  on  account  of  their  imaginations  too^trongly 
dwelling  upon  the  dangers,  real  or  fancied,  they  tl}ink 
impending  over  our  wives  and  children,  they  may  be 
brought  to  feel,  or  their  huckstered,  adored  thousands 
and  millions  in  manfactories,  when  a  single  fagot  ap- 
plied would  reduce  them  all  to  ashes  and  smoke  in  an 
hour.  Do  they  suppose  that  there  is  no  discontent  in 
their  own  country?  No  combustible  matter  that  would 
take  fire  from  a  spark  kindled  in  the  South?  However, 
it  is  useless  to  address  reason  to  those  whose  zeal  has 
caused  them  to  overlook  tbis^ 

Whether  we  sit  here  as  brothers,  consulting  upon  the 
common  welfare,  happiness,  and  prosperity,  of  our  com- 
mon family  and  country,  or  whether  one  portion  of  us 
is  making  claims  to  power  never  granted  over  the  other, 
whether  the  constitution  has  any  obligatory  force  to 
protect  our  property,  seems  now  about  to  be  decided. 
1  have  lived  in  friendship  and  at  ease,  mingling  equally 
with  men  here  from  all  paits  of  the  Union,  and  no  man 
has  felt  more  gratefully  the  kindness  and  friendship  of 
Northern  brethren,  and  acknowleged  it  more  openly  or 
frankly  than  I  have  done,  or  returned  it  more  cordially. 


Yet,  sir,  if  they  claim  to  hold  our  property,  and  conse- 
quently our  safety  and  independence,  at  their  discretion, 
it  is  but  too  plain  that  this  claim  will  produce  any  other 
fruit  sooner  than  brotherly  love  and  kindness.  That 
however  the  personal  friendships  (no  other  cause  of  dif- 
ference existing)  may  continue  the  same,  and  probably 
in  most  instances  will  continue,  still  the  general  and 
final  result  will  and  roust  be,  not  the  kind  and  gentle 
grasp  of  love  and  friendship,  but  the  ungentle  grspple 
of  death;  and  the  issue  must  be  blood.  A  reflection  not 
more  terrible  to  one  than  to  the  other,  and  not  more  to 
either  than  to  all  men;  but  an  issue  to  be  deprecated,  as 
should  also  all  things  calculated  to  lead  to  it,  by  all 
men  in  their  sober  senses,  snd^from  which  may  God 
in  his  mercy  shield  me,  and  mine,  and  my  country! 

Mr.  LANE  said  he  had  moved  the  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  taken  upon  the  first  resolution,  for  the  purpose! 
of  substituting  one  less  equivocal  in  its  character— a  rei- 
olutiOn  not  susceptible  of  any  snd  every  possible  con- 
struction— thst  shall  baniah  all  doubt  from  the  mind  of 
the  good  man  and  the  patriot — that  ahall  not  arm  the  fa- 
natic of  the  North,  or  the  discontented  politician  of  tbe 
South,  with  weapons  to  disturb  the  public  repose.  That, 
before  be  proceeded  to  asaign  the  reasons  which  had  in- 
duced this  course,  be  desired  the  Indulgence  of  the 
House  while  he  should  set  himself  right  before  bis  con- 
stituents, the  House,  and  the  country,  in  relation  to  (his 
subject.  It  was  one  upon  which  bis  opinion  had  been 
made  op  long  before  he  bad  a  seat  in  this  ball;  and 
since  which  be  had  seen  nothing,  beard  nothing,  to 
shake,  much  less  change  it,  either  in  reference  to  the 
power  of  Congress,  or  its  duty,  in  its  action  upon  abo):- 
tion  petitions. 

That  Congress  have  no  power  to  interfere  with  ila- 
very,  as  it  exists  in  the  States,  is  a  proposition  too  clear 
to  admit  of  a  doubt.  The  wildest  fanatic  does  not  dalm 
this  power  on  the  part  of  Congren. 

That  Congress  does  possess  that  power  over  (he  sub- 
ject, in  the  District  of  Columbia,  tothessme  extent  with 
the  States,  in  their  respective  jurisdictioni,  to  bis  mind, 
was  equally  true.  That,  while  he  honestly  entertained 
this  opinion,  he  was  free  to  state  that  its  exercise|  to  any 
extent,  would  be  injurious  to  that  species  of  property 
in  the  hands  of  the  owners  in  the  neighborhood  of  tbe 
District,  and  fearfully  dangerous  to  the  traoquillity  ol 
the  Union. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  L.,)  what  do  these  petitioners,  ealled 
abolitionists  and  (by  way  of  contempt)  fanatics,  but  wboffl 
he  would  call,  whether  male  or  female,  the  citiseof  ot 
the  United  States,  call  upon  Congress  to  do?  Toabolian 
slavery  as  it  exists  in  the  Statea?    No,  sir.    To  interfere 
with  it  in  any  manner  in  the  States?    Certainly  n<K. 
They  set  forth  tbs%  in  their  opinion,  slavery,  in  tbeab- 
stract,  is  s  great  moral,  political,  and  religious  evil,  and 
pray  for  its  abolishment  in  tbe  District  of  Columbia,  to- 
gether with  the  slave  trade— a  traffic  carried  on,  wnhm 
the  District,  as  inhuman  as  it  is  disgraceful  to  the  Ameri- 
can people.     That,  as  a  member  of  tbe  Committee  on 
the  D  strict  of  Columbis,  he  had  examined  the  jail,  tw 
Common  property  of  the  people  of  every  portion  of  »w 
Union,  and,  to  his  surprise,  be  found  that  prison  IM 
common  receptacle  for  the  safe  keeping  of  slaves,  boujn 
up  in  the  neighboring  States  by  the  deslers  in  humw 
fleah,  and  there  detained  until  the  master  or  sn  ageni 
shall  find  it  convenient  to  drive  them  to  a  Southern  mar- 
ket; and  all  this  .without  regard  to  comfort  or  con?^ 
nience.     In  one  inrance  he  found,  in  a  damp  '***"*^  - 
room  of  eight  feet  square,  a  mother  and  six  or  ser 
children.    Nor  is  this  all.    Within  this  District  w«  P"7', 
prisons,  into  which  they  are  driven  in  drove?,  and  lep 
for  weeks  and  months,  and  then  shipped  to  tn<  J!'" l ' 
This,  all  this  cruelty,  this  loathsome  suffering,  •«» '^^ 
human  traflic,  is  carried  on  in  open  dsy,  in  preicnc« 
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the  American  people,  tt  the  lett  of  liberty  and  boasted 
freedom.  It  is  this  cruel,  this  disg^ceful  trade,  thoae 
petitioners  humbly  and  respectfully  pray  you  to  abolish. 
To  this  end,  |o  remedy  this  evil,  (Mr.  L.  said,)  as  a 
meniber  of  this  House,  he  would  receive  these  petitions, 
refer  them,  and  act  upon  them  promptly  and  effectively. 
He  would  treat  them  kindly,  and  combat  their  errors 
with  reuon.  Mr.  L.  said  he  did  not  intend  in  these  re- 
mirks  to  include  the  individual  who  should  purchase  a 
itive  or  dives  for  his  own  use,  or  part  with  those  for 
which  be  bad  no  use. 

Mr.  L.  Bid,  upon  the  resolution  rejected,  reconsider- 
ed, •»)  now  a  substitute  proposed,  he  had  but  little  to 
Bj.  He  had  voted  against  its  adoption,  moved  ita  re- 
eomideration,  and  would  now  vote  most  cheerfully  for 
itiiubftitute.  The  honorable  gentleman  from  South 
Cirolim  [Mr.  Pickbhs]  says  he  voted  for  the  resolution 
ixeaine  that  punishing  a  member  for  presenting  a  peti- 
tion from  slaves  was  conclonve  they  had  no  right  to  pe- 
tition', while  Mr.  L.  bad  voted  against  it* for  the  reason 
ihit  it!  adoption  presupposed  a  right  in  the  alave  to  pe- 
tition. If  no  such  right  existed,  why  resolve  that  it 
iboaid  be  a  crime  to  present^  Why  not  resolre  at  once 
tbeibieoce  of  the  right  f 

Sir,  it  is  remarkable  that  an  honorable  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  aliwe  to  this  subject,  should  have  pre- 
KBted  to  this  House  a  resolution  so  equivocal  in  its  lan- 
gn^i  so  doubtful  in  its  character.  What  is  the  Ian- 
ri>^t  what  the  meaning,  what  the  construction  it 
vould  have  received  if  adopted.^ 

"  Btaokedf  That  any  memtier  who  shall  hereafter  pre- 
Mnt  any  petition  from  the  slaves  of  this  Union  ougnt  to 
be  considered  as  reptrdless  of  the  feelings  of  the  House, 
tberi^taof  the  Southern  States,  and  unfriendly  to  the 
Union." 

It  provided,  that  any  member  who  shall  hereafter  pre- 
ent  my  petition  from  the  slaves  of  this  Union.  The 
pbin  and  inevitable  inferences  to  be  drawn  from  this 
KQtenee  are,  first,  that  the  members  of  this  House  have 
^n  in  the  habit  of  presenting  such  petitions;  secondly, 
(lat  it  had  been  lawful  to  do  so<  and,  lastly,  the  slave  not 
niiy  possesied  such  right,  but  had  exercised  it. 

Sir,  bad  this  resolution  been  sdopted,  ond  trust  me, 
!«u  would  have  seen  the  disappointed  and  ambitious  pol- 
itiaani  of  the  South,  if  sny  such  there  are,  Winning  the 
nune  of  discontent;  yes,  upon  every  stump,  at  estty 
vinster,  in  every  ball,  aounding  the  alarm,  danger,  dan- 
P^t  diiunion!  The  resolution  would  have  been  tor- 
^red  into  any  and  ewery  possible  meaning,  to  prove  any 
^  tnry  thing.  It  would  have  been  rightly  denounced 
^  the  South  as  loosening  instead  of  drawing  the  cord 
jipon  the  alave.  The  South  wuuld  have  been  in  a  polit- 
^i  ftame;in  the  North,  the  politicians  would  have  blown 
w  tide  of  abolition  to  its  height,  and  all  brought  to 
^  open  the  administration.  In  the  face  of  all  this, 
^honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Pick- 
<n]  mj%  the  rejection  of  such  a  resolution  has  driven 
^  South  to  the  fearful  precipice  of  disunion;  that  they 
^^^  upon  volcanoes..  Sir,  it  was  the  rejection  of  that 
RBoltttion  which  has  saved  them  from  the  precipice,  and 
wiBcd  the  troubled  spirit  of  the  volcano.  -  Let  honor- 
^  geotleaien  from  the  South  join  with  their  real,  not 
P^ended,  friends;  let  then^  go  with  him  and  those  with 
v«HB  he  acted — with  the  friends  of  the  constitution,  of 
^  Union,  of  liberty,  of  equal  rights— with  the  demo- 
nic party,  the  friends  of  the  administration,  in  the 
*^option  of  a  resolution,  in  its  langusge  pointed,  in  its 
"^^n^  clear  and  obvious.  A  resolution  that  all  who 
1^1  hear,  or  read  it,  slisll  understand  it  as  one  msn— 
1^  the  slaves  of  this  Union  have  no  right  to  petition  Con- 
t^  for  the  abolition  of  slavery.  Such  a  resolution 
*ill  be  understood  in  the  South,  and  will  b%  satisfactory 
to  aU.  The  fimatio  of  the  North  cannot  pervert  it,  npr 


the  honest  abolitionist  evade  it.  Mr.  L.  said,  in  con- 
clusion, that  now,  the  event  having  passed,  without 
being  in  any  degree  affected  by  this  exciting  subject, 
and  with  reference  to  which  much  of  the  past  excite- 
ment may  be  attribute<^,  he  hoped,  for  the  tranquillity  of 
the  nation,  of  the  business  of  this  House,  the  resolution 
now  proposed  In  the  place  of  the  one  on  a  former  day 
rejected  would  be  adopted,  with  such  a  majority  as 
shall  speak  peace  to  the  South,  and  that  cannot  be  mis- 
understood at  the  North. 

Mr.  WADDY  THOMPSON  said  he  regretted  to  dif- 
fer from  his  honorable  colleague  [Mr.  Pickbws]  on  any 
Suestion  of  such  interest  to  the  South  ss  the  one  imme- 
iately  pending;  but  he  felt  it  due  to  those  gentlemen 
who  bsd  shown  a  disposition  to  meet  this  question,  to 
say  that  he  was  satisfied  with  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  IiroiRsoxi;,] 
because  he  believed  it  covered  all  the  material  points, 
if  not  the  whole  ground.  Although  he  did  not  feel  au« 
thorized  to  take  the  responsibility  of  accepting  It  as  a 
modification  of  his  resolution,  still  he  would  consider 
himself  justified  in  voting  for  the  amendment.  He  was 
'glad  to  give  gentlemen  from  the  North  the  opportunity 
of  setting  themselves  right  on  this  subject;  and  although 
he  might  be  disposed,  under  certain  circumstances,  to 
cavil  nir  the  ninth  part  of  a  hair,  yet  he  would  consider 
himself  as  doing  that  which  was  moat  improper  if  he 
were  to  split  hairs  on  a  question  like  the  present— a  ques- 
tion of  pacification.  He  considered  it  to  have  been  his 
duty  to  have  said  thus  much;  snd,  if  he  bsd  not  mista- 
ken the  general  sentiment  of  the  South,  they  would  re- 
spond to  it.  ' 

Mr.  HOWARD  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
by  w[hich  the  resolution  of  yesterday,  directing  Mr.  Whit- 
ney to  be  brought  before  the  bar  of  the  House,  was 
adopted;  which  motion  was  entered,  and  lies  over.  [It 
being  a  privileged  question,  was  enteiialned  by  the 
Chair,  and  recorded.] 

The  subject  wss  further  discussed  by  Messrs.  WISE, 
HARRISON  of  Missouri,  ASHLEY,  (the  last  two  gen- 
tlemen in  exphination,)  UNDERWOOD,  CRAIG,  and 
ANTHONY,  (the  latter  merely  urging  the  House  to  take 
the  question,  as  they  had  already  consumed  a  whole 
week  in  a  debate  which  could  in  no  way  benefit  the 
country,  any  portion  or  section  of  it,  or  even  a  solitary 
individual.)     . 

Mr.  TAYLOR  rose  amidst  loud  cries  of  "question!" 
He  said  it  had  been  his  intention  to  submit  a  few  re< 
marks  to  the  House  in  support  of  his  proposition,  but 
he  was  admonished  by  the  loud  calls  of  **  question/'  and 
would  most  cheerfully  yield  to  the  expressed  wish  of  the 
House.  HFs  chief  object  in  rising,  however,  was  to 
state,  that  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  having  of- 
fered a  modification,  and  Mr.  1\  having  been  urged  by 
one  of  his  colles^es  to  sccept  It,  he  had  then  declined, 
snd  he  now  desired  to  give  a  single  reason.  He  bad 
done  so  for  the  purpose  of  waiting  to  see  what  the  views 
of  other  members  were,  and  having  listened  attentively 
to  the  debate  in  its  progress,  he  had  become  satisfied 
that  the  acceptance  of  that  amendment  as  a  modification 
of  his  own  would*  insure  greater  harmony  in  the  House, 
which  being  all-important  in  the  consideration  and  dis- 
position of  the  question,  therefore  he  accepted  it. 

Mr.  T.  subsequently  explained  that,  in  accepting  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  he 
wished,  at  the  same  time,  to  retain  also  the  original  res- 
olution, to  como  in  after  Mr.  Ikoiksoll's,  and  form,  to- 
gether, one  distinct  proposition. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  read  certain  amendments  he  wish- 
ed to  move,  one  of  which  was  to  insert,  where  it  was  re- 
ferred to,  the  words  of  the  resolution  of  the  18th  of  Jan- 
uary, ordering  "all  petitions,  memorials,  resolutions, 
and  papers,  relating  in  any  way,  or  to  any  extent  what- 
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erer*  to  the  tubjeot  of  slarery,  or  the  •bolition  of  uh» 
very,"  to  be  laid  on  the  table,  without  beings  printed 
or  referred,  and  that  no  further  action  should  be  bad 
thereon. 

Mr.  A.  then  addressed  the  House  at  length,  and  went 
on  to  show  that  he  was  in  no  wsy  responsible  for  the  de- 
bate which  bad  occurred.  He  now  beliered  the  paper 
to  be  a  forgery  by  a  slavefaolding  master,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  daring  him  to  present  a  petition  purporting  to 
be  from  slaves.  That  having  thus  reason  to  believe  it  a 
forgery,  be  should  not  present  it  as  a  petition,  whatever 
might  t>e  the  decision  of  the  House  on  the  question  be- 
fore ihem.  ir  he  should  present  it  all,  it  would  be  to 
invoice  the  authority  of  the  House  to  cause  the  author 
of  the  forgery  to  be  prosecuted  for  the  fargery;  which 
he  certainly  would  do,  if  there  were  a  competent  ju- 
dicial authority  to  try  the  offender,  and  he  could  require 
and  obtain  evidence  to  prove  the  fact. 

Mr.  GRANGER  said  he  was  about  to  proceed  to  ad- 
dress some  remarks  to  the  House,  but  it  had  been  inti- 
mated to  him  that  the  proposition  of  the  gentlennan 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adams]  had  been  accepted. 

[Cries  of  no!  no!  order!  order!  question!  question!] 

Mr.  6.  said  he  would  tell  the  House,  once  for  all, 
that,  if  he  stood  there  until  to-morrow's  sun  should 
rise,  nothing  should  put  him  down  but  the  rules 
of  the  House.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  G.,)  has  it  come  to  this, 
that  when  a  question  of  this  magnitude  is  under  discus- 
sion, involving  the  moat  important,  and,  as  he  supposed, 
well-settled  principles  of  law,  and  when  gentlemen  dare 
not  to  have  resort  to  ttie  gag-law  of  the  previous  ques- 
tion, a  member  claiming  his  privilege  here,  and  claim- 
ing to  be  heard  in  the  exercise  of  that  privilege,  is  to  be 
bunted  down  with  cries  of  "order!  order!  question! 
question.^"  I  am  the  last  man  to  be  silenced  in  that  way, 
nor  will  I  yield  the  floor. 

The  ground  he  had  taken  in  the  commencement  of 
this  controversy  was  well  known.  This  waa  the  first 
moment  in  which  a  coldness  had  ever  existed  between 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Aa- 
Axs]  and  himself.  Mr.  G.  had  thought  that  tiMt  gen- 
tleman had  unnecesssrily  thrown  into  the  House  a  ques- 
tion on  wliich  he  had  not  been  well  advised,  and  on 
which  he  should  have  been  better  informed  before  be 
had  brought  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  House.  He 
(Mr.  G.)  had  no  disguise  on  this  subject.  Let  any  man 
present  here  a  petition  from  slaves,  in  reference  to  the 
question  of  the  abolition  of  slavery,  and  he  would  be  the 
first  msn  to  record  his  vote  that  no  such  right  of  peti- 
tion exiited.  The  institutions  of  our  country  bad  been 
so  established  that,  if  the  right  of  slaves  to  appear  in 
this  hall  and  petition  for  their  freedom  was  acknowl- 
edged, from  that  day  there  would  be  here  nothing  but 
a  continued  scene  of  anarchy  and  confusion.  This  was 
a  position  too  plain  to  be  controverted.  He  did  not 
know  whether  the  abolitionists  contended  for  such  a 
doctrine,  for  he  knew  very  little  of  their  views  or  opin- 
ions; nor  did  he  know  whether  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
■sachusetts  himself  contended  for  it.  He  (Mr.  G.)  had 
ver>'  little  to  say  as  to  the  probability  of  a  dismember- 
ment of  the  Union  arising  from  these  causes,  or  of  the 
wisdom  or  fojly  of  legislating  upon  these  abstract  prop- 
ositions. He  would  say,  however,  that  there  was  a 
point  beyond  which  he  would  not  go,  riot  particularly 
in  reftrence  to  the  gentlennan  from  Massachusetts  and 
his  position  now,  but  for  the  great  csuse  of  justice  to 
every  citizen  who  should  be  placed,  here  or  elsewhere, 
on  his  trial.  The  Speaker  had  dectd^  that  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  gentlemsn  from  Virginia  [Hr.  Pattoh]  still 
held  the  question  as  one  of  priviU  get  that  resolution 
had  been  rejected;  the  vote  had  been  reconsidered,  and 
the  Huuse  now  a^ain  stood  on  the  same  question  of 

Srivilege  upon  which  it  bad  yesterday  recorded  its  yer- 
ict. 


What  waa  the  poaition  of  the  House?  He  would  vei 
ture  to  say  that  it  waa  the  firat  time,  since  the  roroiatiq 
of  this  Government,  that  the  House  had  been  called  (^ 
to  do  a  deed  like  the  presenL  What  was  the  quetiio 
of  privilege?  It  was,  whether  a  member  should  fa 
brought  to  the  bar  for  an  alleged  disrespect  to  tli 
House;  and  the  vote  of  the  House  upon  such  a  queitio 
is  a  judicial  rather  than  a  legislative  proceeding.  Hi 
power  of  punishing  for  contempt  is  one  inherent  in « 
legislative  bodies,  to  protect  them  from  insult,  snd  t 
enforce  their  authority;  but  those  who  are  the  objecl 
of  that  power  are  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  di 
fendants  in  courts  of  justice.  After  that  quesiion  In 
been  discussed,  and  af^er  the  collected  reason  of  lb 
House  had  aeen  that  auoh  a  propq»itioB  could  not  b 
sustained,  another  resolution  was  introduced,  which  b^ 
also  been  decided  to  be  in  order  aa  a  question  of  pri« 
lege.  The  judgment  of  this  House  had  been  givei 
The  verdict  of  acquittal  had  been  entered  in  favor  ( 
the  accused;  and  now,  for  the  firat  time  in  the  history  < 
this  nation,  aft^r  having  been  aoleranly  acquitted  heri 
aa  in  a  court  of  justice  under  other  circumstances, « 
were  called  on  to  opten  this  verdict  of  acquittal  for  tl| 
new  action  of  the  House.  It  waa  the  rich  prerogatii 
of  that  juttice  which  is  tempered  by  mercy  to  hold  w 
its  hopes,  its  bleasings,  and  its  privileges,  to  the  accuse^ 
to  the  last  syllable  that  waa  possible.  When  a  verdij 
of  "  guilty"  bad  been  returned,  a  new  trial  miRbt  fa 
granted;  but  where  befqrc  had  it  been  heard  that,  tfH 
the  innocence  of  an  accused  person  bad  betn  solenl 
ly  recorded,  he  should  again  be  brought  up  for  a  nel 
trial  before  the  aame  tribunal? 

It  is  a  well-aettled  principle  in  law  that  no  manib^ 
be  twice  put  in  jeopardy  for  the  same  offence;  yet  hw 
after  the  legally  constituted  tribunal  of  our  country  li^ 
recorded  ita  verdict  of  acquittal,  tbe  seak  of  that  verdi< 
are  to  be  torn  open,  and  the  gentleman  from  Mtascb^ 
aetta  is  to  be  W>n  put  upon  his  defence;  for  it  is  uielel 
to  deny  that,  if  tbe  resolution,  tbe  rejection  of  which  b^ 
been  reconsidered,  is  now  open  for  amendment  in  tb 
manner  proposed,  it  is  equally  so  for  the  introduction^ 
a  proposition  of  censure  as  severe  as  that  upon  vbio 
thia  discussion  commenced.  As  there  is  nothing  in  od 
rules  requiring  immediate  action  upon  a  motion  to  n 
conaider,  it  is  in  fact  establiahing  tbe  doctrine  tbst,  m 
Ibis  House  shall  have  paased  its  judgment  of  acquill^ 
upon  a  person  brought  to  tbe  bar  for  a  oontcmpt,  it  at 
at  any  time  thereafter,  open  that  verdict,  and  change  m 
decision  to  one  of  more  or  less  severity  than  the  foriM^ 
according  to  the  temper  of  the  House  at  the  momest,^ 
its  BCtion.  It  appeared  to  him  that  such  a  propoiitM^ 
was  too  monstrous  to  be  tolerated. 

Although  he  would  not  willingly  weary  the  sttenlid 
of  the  House,  which  at  last  be  had  been  so  fortunatej 
to  secure,  be  woukl  detain  them  long  enough  lossy  tb| 
the  position  he  had  taken  might  be  illustrated  by  iD>ta| 
ces  that  would  occur  to  the  mind  of  every  gentleman  wq 
heard  him,  and  which  were  freed  from  the  excitcnef 
with  which  this  question  was  mingled.  We  bad  ordel 
ed  a  citizen  (R.  M.  Whitney)  to  the  bar  of  the  iM 
to  answer  for  an  alleged  contempt  towards  one  of  j 
committees,  and  he  will  probably  be  brought  before  (^ 
on  Monday.  Suppose  that,  after  a  full  action  of  ttj 
House  upon  his  C4se,  a  resolution  should  be  passed,  sn 
he  be  discharged  without  censure:  will  any  lf^"^lj°!j 
contend  that  such  a  vote  could  be  reconsidered,  and  ilN 
citizen,  fur  the-  same  act,  be  again  pUeed  upon  his  d< 
fence?  Or,  suppose  a  case  that  has  happened,  snd  vc^ 
probably  may  sgain  happen:  a  citizen  is  brought  to  otj 
bar  for  a  breach  of  privilege,  consisting  in  an  sssau't  ul 
on  a  member.  The  accused  is  acquitted  upon  tbe  tes^ 
mony  of  iMtnrsseS  to  the  transaction  who  chance  to  t> 
present,  bat  who  reside  in  remote  auctions  of  tbe  Uoiofl 
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Whit  would  be  tbougbt  of  the  opening  of  such  «  Ter- 
dict  iiir  ft  leoDiMi  aetion  of  the  House— «id  that,  too,  not 
It  the  reqQCft,  bet  againit  the  espreited  wishes,  of  him 
who  hid  been  once  pronounced  innocent?  Am  1  to  be 
t0id  ihftt  the  testioiony  upon  which  the  House  acted 
ffoald  be  til  spread  upon  the  record,  to  guide  its  jadg- 
■nif  Whsttbeaf  Suppose  an  impeachment  by  this 
Uoaie.  Mid  an  acquittal  by  the  Senate:  is  there  a  geo- 
tlemiB  here  who  will  contend  that  such  a  judgment 
could  be  reconsidered,  and  a  new  decision  he  made,  be* 
caoie  the  testimony  was  in  writing,  and  might  oonetitute 
the  biiis  upon  which  to  reat  such  aeeond  verdict? 

Mr.  G.  iftid  that  he  did  not  take  this  ground  from  any 
Mre  to  ihrink  from  the  Responsibility  of  meeting  the 
qocitioii  upon  the  petition  in  the  possession  of  the  gen« 
Uemn  from  Masaachusetts^  [Mr.  Adams.]  With  the 
eieeptioa  of  one  gentleman  from  that  section  of  the 
ciutry  holding  itself  aggrieved,  he  (Mr.  G.)  had  been 
(ke  fint  man  to  enter  his  protest  against  the  course  pur« 
SKd  by  the  gentleanan  from  Massschusetts.  Stage  after 
ihfe,  in  these  proceedings,  he  had  entreated  gentlemen 
M  to  press  these  abstract  queatiens  upon  the  House, 
veil  mre  that  the  dccblon,  bowcTcr  made,  would  not 
Knh  in  good.  But  gentlemen  inmsted  upon  a  recorded 
Terdict  of  the  House,  which  resulted  in  favor  of  the  ae« 
cvedvind  every  principle  of  justioe  and  of  law,  in  this 
lid cfery  other  civilised  nation  upon  earth,  denies  the 
f^t  of  opening  this  record  of  innocenee,  to  give  a  chance 
^iTcrdict  of  guilt. 

Mr.  0.  uid  that  he  bad  endeavored  to  obtain  the  floor 
MMe  the  question  upon  reconsideration  had  been  taken, 
^t  tud  been  cut  oflP  by  the  rules  of  the  House.  He 
^  ^n  bis  vote  a^inst  such  reconsiderationi  but  as 
Kbciiered  the  House  hsd  exceeded  its  powers  in  open* 
■C  ihii  verdict  of  acquitta),  to  aee  whether  a  new  trial 
«9Qid  not  produce  a  new  result,  he  should  not  vote  up* 
■  nj  of  the  propoaitiona  then  before  them. 

Mr.  VANDERPOKL  said  he  congratulated  the  House 
nd  the  whole  country  thai  thia  important  and  agitating 
abject  was  about  to  stfsume  such  a  shape  as  that  all,  or 
*^y  illi  portions  of  the  House  might  and  would  unite 
a  doing  tnd  declaring  something  that  th^criais  demand* 
^'  He  had  voted  for  the  original  resolution  which  was 
Rjccted  day  before  yesterday,  and  the  vote  to  reject 
«bieh  hid  just  been  reconaidered.  In  voting  for  it,  he 
■d  BO  difficuhiea  or  ecruples  to  overcome.  He  believ* 
^  in  one  and  all  of  the  propositions  which  it  either  ez- 
IJKsed  or  implied.  He  would  be  ashamed  of  himaelf, 
oheerereoaid  have  supposed  that  alaveshad  a  right  to 
P^xtoa  this  body,  or  any  legislative  body  of  any  State 
*l»ercriavery  esiatsi  nor  had  he  any  doubt  of  the  sound- 
^or  juitness  of  the  proposition,  that  if  any  gentleman 
l^nld  hereafter  preaent  a  petition  from  alaves,  he  would 
Hy  expose  himself  to  the  displeasure,  if  not  the  cen- 
^t  of  this  House.  The  idea  that  slavea  had  a  right  to 
petition  the  American  Congress  was  indeed  too  mon- 
Kr«u  to  justify  any  labored  attempt  at  refutation;  but  at 
^nmetiroe  he  was  well  saiisfied  that  the  vote  upon 
'"<|eiolutioii  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Pat- 
^]  *u  not  an  eapresaion  of  the  sense  of  a  majority  of 
««  House  upon  the  abstrset  right  of  alaves  to  petition. 
"« believed,  he  hoped,  for  the  honor  of  the  nation,  that 
^^vere  not  twenty  membera  in  this  House  who  be- 
^ed  in  the  abstract  right  of  slaves  to  petition  Congress. 
*^ the  lime  time,  he  knew  that  the  vote  of  Thiirs  lav, 
v^cli  he  (Mr.  V.)  ao  much  deplored,  was  not  a  fair  ek- 
P^nt  of  ihe  sense  of  the  majority  of  this  House  aa  to 
^  fvhi  of  lUvea  to  petition,  as  would  be  demonstrated 
V^nt  vote  which  would  now  soon  be  given. 

>(  would  be  recollected  that  the  resolution  which  was 
i^  rtconiidered  contained  some  two  or  three  proposi- 
J««,  to  connected  as  to  be  indivisiblei  propositions  in 
""cof  which  gentleroeo  might  believe,  and  disbelieve 


Ihe  residue.  A  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  [Mr.  Pab* 
xbb]  had  moved  a  diviaion  of  the  resolution  of  the  gen* 
tie  man  from  Virginia,  so  as  to  get  a  vote  upon  each  dis- 
tinct propoeitiont  and  the  Chair  very  properly  decided 
that  the  reaokition  was  so  worded,  that  if  the  vote  upon 
the  6rst  proposition  were  taken,  no  diatinct  independent 
substantive  proposition  would  be  left^  and  the  resolution 
wss  not  therefore  susceptible  of  division.  It  was  to  be 
swallowed,  then,  as  one  unbroken  dose.  Many  gentle- 
men, to  his  (Mr.  V's)  knowledge,  had  voted  against  it, 
becauae  they  aupposed  it  involved  a  very  severe  censure 
upon  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts^  [Mr., 
AiMLXSt]  others  voted  against  it  because  it  impeached,  in 
advance,  as  they  supposed,  the  motives  of  some  honora- 
ble member  of  this  House,  who,  under  some  very  pecu- 
liar circumstances,  might  hereafter  deem  it  a  duty  to 
preaent  a  petition  from  a  slave.  As  a  whole,  therefore, 
they  voted  against  it,  though,  aa  I  well  know,  they  be- 
lieved that  slavea  have.conatitutionally  no  right  to  peti- 
tion Congresa.  And  yet  the  honorable  gentleman  mm 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  Pickbws]  haa  told  us  that  he  did 
not  vote  upon  the  motion  to  reconaider,  because  he  be- 
lieves that  the  vote  of  Thursday  was  a  fair  exponent  of 
the  sense  of  a  majority  of  this  House  upon  the  abstract 
right  of  slaves  to  petition!  The  gentlerotn's  course  was 
no  doubt  a  conscientious  onet  but  he  entreated  him  to 
review  a  resolution  which  he  (Mr.  V.)  feared  he  had 
too  precipitately  formed.  Was  the  stand  he  had  taken 
kind  to  thoae  gentleosen  of  the  North  who  had  for  the 
laat  'two  yean  ao  firmly  co-operated  with  us^  here  and 
elsewhere,  in  all  meaaures  that  were  calculated  to  frus- 
trate the  mischievoua  doings  of  Northern  abolitioniats^ 
Was  it  not  any  thing  but  charitable?  I  tell  the  gentle- 
man that  I  know,  because  they  have  told  me  ao,  that 
many  gentlemen  from  the  North  voted  in  the  majority 
on  Thuraday,  becauae  they  auppoaed  that  the  resolution 
then  negatived  implied  a  severe  imputation  upon  the 
motives  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 

And  does  he  still  adhere  to  the  sentiment  thst  that 
resolution  is  a  fair  exponent  of  the  sense  of  the  msjority 
of  this  House,  and  is  he  ttill  unwilling  to  aid  gentlemen 
in  any  efiVirt  they  may  make  to  set  themselvea  right  be- 
fore thia  Houae  and  this  nation?  Suppose  thst  whole 
numbers  of  Northern  gentlemen  should  rise  in  their 
phices,  and  tell  us  that  they  did  not  believe  in  the  right 
of  slaves  to  petition,  but  that  they  voted  in  the  negative 
on  Ttiursday,  becsuse  the  resolution  then  under  con- 
sideration implied,  as  they  supposed,  a  most  unmerited 
and  cruel  impeachment  of  the  motivea  of  an  honorable 
memt>er  of  this  House:  would  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  atill  pertinaciously  adhere  to  his  faith?  Would 
he  atill  peraist  in  the  courae  he  had  prescribed  for  him« 
self?  He  appealed  to  that  gentleman's  high  sense  of 
justice,  and  he  appealed  to  hia  regard  for  the  paat  ef- 
forts ofNorthern  gentlemen  to  put  down  the  abolitioniHts, 
and  to  his  regard  for  that  great  Southern  interest  which 
waa  assailed  by  the  petitions  with  which  fanatics  were 
constantly  peatering  us.  Sir,  said  Mr.  V.,  I  will  not 
impeach  the  motives  which  have  influenced  any  gentle- 
men in  the  course  they  have  aeen  fit  to  pursue  in  rela- 
tion to  this  sgitating  subject.  They  are  doubtleas  pa- 
triotic. But  I  will  take  occasion  to  say,  that  as  a  North- 
ern man,  nppoaed  with  all  my  aoul  to  the  mad  schemea 
of  the  Northern  abolitioniits,  and  feeling  the  full  weight 
of  obligation  that  rests  upon  me  to  fulfil  that  sacred 
compact  of  the  constitution— not  to  interfere  with  the 
domestic  relations  of  our  Southern  brethren,  my  incen- 
tives to  duty  have  by  no  mesns  been  strengthened  by 
the  speeches,  the  doctrines,  and  the  propositions,  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
PicxBws,]  and  of  other  Southern  gentlemen  who  have 
advocated  his  policy,  his  views,  and  hia  measures,  upon 
this  subject.    We  have  for  the  last  two  years  heard 
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much  here  to  try  our  patience,  if  not  to  abate  our  zeal 
in  the  good  cauae.  We  had  heard  entirely  too  much  of 
blood  and  disunion «  too  much  burling  of  deAance,  to 
afford  ua  encouragement,  to  stimulate  ua  to  renewed 
vigor  in  the  path  of  duty.  Sir,  there  are  many  South- 
ern gentlemen  who  do  not  aeem  to  appreciate  our  posi- 
tion at  the  North.  We  now  have,  and  always  will  have, 
fools  and  fanatics  there,  as  well  as  elsewhere.  We 
know  we  can  keep  them  in  subjection,  if  their  arms  are 
not  nerved,  and  their  ranks  are  not  thickened,  by  the  in- 
discretion of  our  Southern  brethren.  It  ia  at  the  North 
where  the  battle  against  the  abolitionists  is  to  be  fought. 
We  will  do  the  work  for  you,  my  friends  from  the 
South,  nobly  and  gallantly;  but,  in  the  name  of  justice, 
cheer  and  encourage  us  with  your  kindness  and  friend- 
ahipa  hiatead  of  irritating  us  with  menace,  with  denuncia- 
tioHt  and  ebullitions  of  defiance.  Uo  not  propose  meas- 
ures so  harsh  and  unreasonable  as  to  drive  from  no  any 
of  that  great  moral  thinking  meat  of  Northern  popula- 
tion, that  now  sustains  and  encouragca  us  in  our  efforts 
to  put  down  the  abolitioniats.  Think,  gentlemen,  be- 
fore you  speak  I  look  before  you  leap.  Recollect  that 
the  boldeat  meaaures  are  not  always  the  wisest  and  moat 
politic  measures.  Do  not  unconsciously  play  into  the 
hands  of  Northern  incendiaries,  by  asking  us  to  vote  for 
propositions  which  our  constituents  of  the  North  may  re- 
gard aa  violations  of  the  constitution.  Do  not  ask  us  to 
deny  to  freemen  the  right  of  petition,  however  deluded 
they  may  be.  Be  assured  that  you  are  not,  by  auch  a 
course,  subserving  the  great  intereat  you  have  ao  near 
at  heart,  it  is  calculated  to  increaae  our  difRculiies  at 
home,  and  reinforce  the  enemy  you  wish  to  subdue.  J 
conjure  Southern  gentlemen  to  think  of,  to  appreciate, 
these  considerations.  They  are  dictated  by  a  apirit  of 
friendship,  by  a  spirit  of  fidelity  to  the  constitution. 
Think  you  not  that  harah  speeches  and  harsh  measures 
operate  against  your  causer  An  honorable  gentleman 
from  South  Carolins,  [Mr.  Pihgxvit,]  in  the  ardor  of 
debate,  bad  reaorted  to  a  simile  which,  if  true,  might 
rather  have  been  waived.  lie  told  us  that  he  would  as 
soon  believe  that  a  cow  or  a  horse,  a  dog  or  a  cat,  had 
a  right  to  petition,  as  that  a  negro  atave  had  a  right  to 
petition  this  Houae.  Speeches  like  these,  and  measures 
that  are  akin  to  them,  furnish  testa  from  which  aboli- 
ttoniata  will  write  and  preach  whole  volumes.  Let  South- 
ern gentlemen  temper  their  valor  with  a  little  discre- 
tion, and,  my  word  for  it,  all  will  yet  be  well.  We  of 
the  North,  the  great  masa  of  the  North,  will  fulfil  the 
compact  to  the  letter  and  spirit.  We  recognised  your 
property  in  slaves  when  we  entered  into  aolemn  cov- 
enant and  union  with  you.  We  solemnly  agreed  that 
slaves  should  form  part  of  the  basis  of  your  representa- 
tion on  this  floor;  and,  until  we  become  wretches,  and 
wholly  insensible  to  the  obligations  of  covenant  and 
duly,  we  wilt  faithfully  fulfil  the  compact. 

It  was  necessary  that  he  ahould  aay  a  few  words  aa  to 
the  right  of  staves  to  petition.  He-  was  surprised  that 
any  intelligent  gentleman  had  seriously  contended  for 
this  right.  It  was  wholly  inconsisti  nt  with  the  idea  of 
property  in  slaves,  which  all  who  understood  the  rela- 
tion of  master  and  alave  must  admit  to  exist.  A  slave 
IS  not  a  citizen  in  the  eye  of  the  constitution.  His  po- 
litical ez'istence  is  merged  in  that  of  hia  maater.  He 
cannot  prosecute  in  your  courts  of  justice;  be  cannot 
petition  your  legislative  aasemblies.  Sir,  I  know  enough 
of  the  sentiments  of  the  State  which  1  have  the  honor 
in  part  to  represent  to  feel  assured,  that  before  slavery 
waa  abolished  in  New  York,  a  proposition  to  present  a 
petition  from  slaves  to  the  New  York  liCgislature  would 
have  been  regarded  as  an  insult,  it  would  have  awaken- 
ed there  as  great  a  meaaure  of  indignation  aa  has  been 
here  exhibited  within  the  laat  five  daya.  Sir,  what  haa 
the  Legislature  of  New  York  lately  done  to  indicate  its 


abhorrence  of  the  movements  of  modern  abolKionitttf 
A  petition  was  there  very  recently  presented  to  enlsrge 
the  political  righta  of  free  negroea;  emanating,  no  doubt, 
from  the  aame  aourcea  that  are  constantly  agitatin|[  us 
here;  and   eoimtanti  that  it  waa  presented,  its  prsysr 
was  indignantly  rejected  by  an  almost  unanioioui  vote 
of  the  popular  branch  of  the  New  York  Legisisture. 
There  waa  little  or  no  sympathy  for  abolitionists  there. 
New  York  is  sound  to  the  core  upon  this  subject;  md 
be  had  no  fear  that  ahe  would  ever  become  otherwiie. 
An  honorable  gentleman  from  Massacbusetti  [Mr. 
CuaxiHo]  had  fiivored  us  with  a  very  eloquent  and  tbie 
apeeeh,  a  few  days  ago;  but  the  great  defect  of  it  wi*, 
that  it  did  not  meet  the  true  question.    Admit  (hit  the 
right  of  petition  is  pre-exist  en  t  to  and  independent  of 
the  constitution,  the  queation  atill  recurs,  whether  it  is 
not  to  freemen,  and  to  freemen  alone,  that  it  attiches. 
The  constitution  secures  to  the  people  the  right  petce- 
sbly  toaaaemble  and  petition  the  Government  for  s  re- 
dress of  grievances.     Had  any  one,  before  to-day,  erer 
dreamed  that  the  appellation  of  *'  the  pecple"  embrtced 
slaves?  Sir,  I  beaitate  not  to  declare  that,  were  1 1  Southern 
man,  I  would  not  aubmit  to  the  doctrine  that  sUvet  hsre 
a  right  to  petition,  if  Conjp^eis  were  ever  mad  enou^  to 
sanction  it.     Nay,  I  go  hirther,  and  declare  thst,  u  s 
Northern  man,  I  would  not  submit  to  it.    I  would  not 
brook  the  degradation  of  listening  to  and  entertaining 
that  which  it  belongs  to  freemen  alone \o  address  to  us. 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Ad- 
ams]  had  fancied  and  stated  tome  cases  in  which  it 
might  be  expedient  to  entertain  a  petition  from  a  %\tu. 
Sir,  said  Mr.  V.,  I  could  have  hoped  that  that  gentleman 
was  too  aound  a  logician  to  suppose  that  extreme  snd 
far-fetched  cases  against  a  proposition  prove  Its  unsound* 
neas.     On  the  contrary,  the  maxim  excepHo  pnvbat  regih 
iam  was  a  sound  maxim  of  law  and  philosophy.    lli« 
gentleman  had  auppoaed  the  case  of  a  slave  wsndering 
or  driven  into  a  foreign  country,  and  there  cruelly  op- 
pressed.    He  asks,  would  you  not  entertsin  s  petition 
for  his  relief?     Suppose,  sir,  you  should  here  psss  i 
broad  and  aweeping  reaolution,  that  pelitiona  should  not 
be  received  from  slavea,  and  that  any  gentleman  who 
should  thereafter  preaent  such  petition  would  be  reg[Krd* 
ed  ss  insulting  the  House.     Suppose  that,  after  this,  s 
gentleman  should  rise  in  bis  place*  and  state  that  he  bad 
received  a  petition  from  an  American  slave  in  s  forog* 
country,  who  waa  there  moat  cruelly  oppressed!  that  be 
hsd  endeavored  to  find  his  msster,  but  had  not  bees 
able  to  find  himi  that  he  submitted  it,  most  respectFuHyi 
to  the  House,  to  determine  whether  it  would  receive 
such  petition,  and  the  House   were  to  determine,  •• 
matter  of  grace  and  favor,  that  the  petition  should  be  i 
received:  would  this  extreme  case  prove  the  unsound- 1 
nesa  of  the  general  proposition  that  alaves  have  constitii-j 
tionally  no  right  to  petition?    No,  air{  it  would  not  iml* 
itate  against  the  soundness  of  the  general  rule.    Bu^ 
even  in  auch  a  case,  the  proper  courae  would  be  for  thoi 
slave  to  lay  his  ca^e  before  our  miniater  or  consul  abroad.  I 
Let  the  miniater  or  consul  comntunicate  the  facts  to  yoitfi 
Executive,  snd,  if  he  regards  it  as  a  case  requiring  legit'j 
lative  interpoaition,  let  him  communicate  it  to  Congress.! 
I  deny,  therefore,  that,  even  under  auch  extreme  cir- 
cumatances,  a  alave  would,  as  matter  of  atrict  rightp  havr 
a  right  directly  to  petition  Congreaa.    And  was  it  inde 
so  very  strange  that  thia  right  of  petition  was  not  s  u 
versal  right?    He  appealed  to  hia  friends  and  colletg^ 
from  the  North,  whether  there  were  not  some  persoai 
in  our  section  of  the  Union  legally  incapable  of  petitioiM 
ing  even  your  courta  of  justice.     An  infant,  a  pert 
under  twenty-one  years  of  age,  can  there  only  petiti 
a  judicial  tribunal  by  his  guardian  or  next  friend, 
me  not,  then,  that  the  right  of  petition  to  courts  of  ju^ 
tice  or  legislative  bodies  is  a  universal  rights  thst  it  i^ 


torn 

tiOllii 


1/29 


OP  DBBATES  IN  CONGllESS. 


1730 


Fti.  11, 1&37.] 


JUgki  of  FeiiHon. 


[H.  or  R« 


oot  nodified  or  limited  by  the  kws  and  rcUlioiM  of  bo* 
ciftjr.  He  vottld  not  longer  discuss  this  point.  He  had 
ilrndf  dtfelt  too  long  upon  it.  To  discuss  it  was  paying 
too  macb  respect  to  it.  It  was  a  point  which  he  could 
hvft  hoped  would  oerer  have  been  mooted  in  an  Amer«^ 
ican  Congretf. 

Sir,  laid  Mr.  V.,  let  me  not  be  misunderstood.  At  the 
noe  line  that  I  regret  the  indiscretions  that  flow  from 
the  deep  feeling  of  the  South  upon  this  agitating  sub- 
j^,  I  feel  f^ery  disposition  to  make  very  liberal  allow- 
incei  ki  the  feeling  which  there  prevails,  and  which  is 
tbeptrent  of  these  indiscretions  to  which  I  have  advert* 
ed.  Be  assured*  sir,  that  all  that  stanch  and  thinking 
portion  of  the  North  which  is  able  to  appreciate  the  ben* 
tfiu  and  is  disposed  to  fulfil  the  obligations  that  result 
inm  oQf  glorious  Union  regard  the  sensitiveness  of  our 
SosUmtd  brethren  as  being  by  no  means  unnatural.  A 
frett  portion  of  the  Boulh  imagines  that  a  conspiracy  is 
IpMg  on  in  the  non«alavebolding  SUtes  against  their 
property;  nsy,  more  than  this:  that  instruments  are 
iImk  being  sharpened«  to  be  put  in  the  hand  of  the 
SoQthem  slave,  and  to  be  raised  againat  his  master. 
Tint  this  spprebension  was  a  deep  if  not  a  growing  one 
ke  (Mr.  V.)  was  fully  aware.  But  was  it  not  very  prob- 
i^le  that  the  natural  fears  of  our  Southern  friends  should 
liitile  magnify  the  dangers  that  actually  existed?  So 
dr  H  his  eiperience  and  observation  extended,  he  felt 
jostifiid  in  mying  that  the  abolitionista  had  the  faculty 
ofaiakinj^  a  great  deal  of  noise,  and  creating  the  great- 
dtinmtion,  with  very  little  materials*  When  at  home, 
ke  heard  very^  little  of  them.  Once  in  a  while  they 
vould  honor  him  with  a  paper,  which  served  no  other 
oiBce  but  to  light  a  candle  or  ignite  a  segar. 

Bat  as  to  any  evidence  of  the  fact  which  some  South- 
m  jrentlemen  were  constantly  patting  to  us,  that  the 
ibolitionists  were  growing  so  rapidly  and  alarmingly  in 
tfns^h  and  consequence,  he  must  confemthat  he  (Mr. 
V.)  had  no  personal  knowledge  of  its  actual  existence. 
Fnm  what  be  knew  of  them,  he  would  say  that  they 
Kerned  to  be  very  well  versed  in  the  game  of  **  bragi" 
but  when  their  actual  hand  came  to  be  teated,  it  would 
tiirn  out  not  to  be  by  a  tenth  part  so  formidable  as  they 
pretended.  Did  the  number  of  petitions  and  the  num- 
^r  of  petitioners  whose  names  were  paraded  to  us  here 
^  tny  just  criterion  by  which  to  determine  their 
tfrencthf  He  was  speaking  in  the  hearing  of  men  who 
vere  too  familiar  with  the  facility  with  which  names 
vert  procnred  to  petitions,  to  suppose  that  any  formi- 
^W>}e  amy  of  names  to  these  petitions  furnished  any  just 
cauie  of  alarm.  Si  r,  you  can  get  thousanda  of  signatures 
HI  tftry  community  to  almoat  any  petition,  praying  for 
ti>e  most  preposterous  objects  in  nature.  One  of  the 
*wtt  and  most  accurate  observers  of  men  and  things 
^i  this  or  any  other  country  had  ever  produced  once 
remirked  that  he  had  made  it  a  point  never  to  pay  much 
'^tention  or  attach  much  importance  to  any  paper  ur 
i^^tion  that  had  more  than  one  name  or  aignature  to  it; 
that  there  was  no  responsibility  any  where,  when  vast 
BQmbersthua  united.  Petitiona  formed  the  most  falla- 
c^^seridenee  in  the  work)  of  public  opinion.  If  they 
*ereio)n  relation  to  ordinary  matters,  he  bad  knowledge 
'''•wifh  to  feel  authorized  to  say  that  they  were  empbati* 
^'7 10  in  relation  to  this  subject.  He  had  had  abundant 
'vnieace  of  it  rince  the  abolitjftniata  had  commenced  their 
^  tnd  impracticable  work.  They  had  never  done  him 
^]i«  honor  to  intrust  him  (Mr.  V.)  with  any  of  their  pe- 
trtionifor  prraentation  here.  Perhapatliey  knew  hissen- 
linenta  too  well  upon  this  question  to  intrust  him  with 
^m»  A  petition  from  his  district  bad,  however,  been 
P^eiented  by  one  of  his  eolleaguea,  at  the  last  session  of 
I'Mgrefa.  He  bad  had  the  curiosity  to  cast  hia  eye  over 
!<.  and  fcttod  it  headed  by  a  moat  influential  gentleman. 
^f'  V.  ifnmcdiately  addressed  liim  a  note,  informing  h'm 
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that  his  valuable  and  influential  name  had  thus  arrived 
here,  and  waa  perverted  to  most  miachievoua  and  incen- 
diary purpusest  and  the  gentleman  very  promptly  re« 
turned  him  a  letter,  requesting  him  to  withdraw  his 
name,  and  informed  him  of  the  circumstances  under  which 
he  had  thoughtlessly  put  his  signature  to  this  petition. 
Before  the  abolition  question  had  become  one  of  fearful 
intereat  or  notoriety,  a  mulatto  mao,  a  barber,  who  waa 
accustomed  every  morning  to  shave  the  petitioner,  one 
day  presented  to  him  in  his  shop  this  petition,  and  he 
signed  it  hastily,  and  without  the  least  reflection. 

A  great  proportion  of  the  other  petitioners  signed  it, 
no  doubt,  thoughtlemly  as  did  this  gentlemant  and  when 
presented  here,  the  friends  of  the  abolitionists  claim,  and 
gentlemen  from  the  South  seem  too  readily  to  fear,  that 
petitions  like  these  constitute  something  like  evidence 
of  public  opinion  at  the  North.  He  (Mr.  V.)  could  have 
hoped  that  we  had  had  too  much  experience  upon  this 
point,  within  the  laat  four  years,  to  confide  too  readily  in 
the  force  of  auch  evidence.  We  could  not  so  soon  have 
forgotten  the  flood  of  petitions,  the  countless  namea  of 
petitionera,  which  were  pour^  in  upon  us  during  the 
memorable  panic  session.  From  these  documents  it 
seemed  that  whole  communities  were  unanimous  in  their 
anxiety  for  the  restoration  of  the  depositee  to  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  and  that  not  one  tenth  of  the  elec- 
tors of  this  country  would  sustain  the  President  in  this 
g^at  meaaure.  The  eh  ction,  the  true  test  of  public 
opinion,  came  on,  and  where  then  were  these  armies 
of  petitioners?  Let  the  elections  of  1834  answer. 
Why,  then,  sir,  with  all  the  lessons  of  experience  before 
us,  telling  us  bow  deceptive  is  that  evidence  of  public 
opinion  which  is  derived  from  petitions,  should  our 
friends  from  the  South  so  readily  take  alarm  from  abo« 
lition  petitiona?  We  have  had  excitementaat  the  North* 
arising  from  other  causes,  which  swept  like  a  tornado 
over  our  reginnf  excitements  that  originated  in  the  best 
and  purest  feelings  of  our  nature,  but  which,  unfortu- 
nately  for  the  results  which  they  at  first  promised,  soon 
became  intermingled  with  the  political  struggles  of  the 
day.  He  need  hardly  say  that  he  alluded  to  the  anti- 
masonic  excitement,  which  was  a  pure  and  hallowed  in- 
dignation at  a  moat  barbarous  outrage  upon  the  penon 
of  an  American  citizen,  and  remained  so  until  old  politioal 
backs,  broken-down  politicians,  mounted  the  whirlwind 
which  it  raised,  for  the  purpose  of  riding  into  those  high 
places  which  they  could  never  reach  without  some  most 
unnaturiil  and  factitious  aids.  It  bad  ita  day  in  the 
State  where  it  originated,  and  was  now  on  the  wane. 
Though  pure  in  ita  inception,  the  moment  it  was  pervert- 
ted  to  political  purpoaes,  the  people  had  sagscity  enough 
to  see  the  mischievou  j  ends  to  which  it  was  attempted  to 
be  proatituted,  and  firmness  enough  to  resist,  and  suc- 
cessfully resist,  its  onward  strides.  Imposing  as  it  once 
was,  pure  as  it  was  in  ita  origin,  it  could  not  secure, 
to  those  who  mounted  it  as  a  hobby,  political  power 
in  the  State  where  it  had  ita  bir:li.  Sir,  the  fate  of 
tliat  excitement  is  to  the  friends  of  the  Union,  the  friends 
of  the  South  at  the  North,  an  ample  guarantee  that  the 
abolition  excitement  can  never  be  auccessfully  perverted 
there  to  party  purposes.  It  haa  not  the  aliment  of  prin- 
ciple and  justice  to  sustain  and  feed  it,  which,  before  it 
was  turned  to  political  ends,  the  anti-masonic  excitement 
could  boast.  It  cannot,  it  will  not,  be  a  mean^  of  ae- 
curing  political  power,  though  demagogues  and  unprin- 
cipled men  may  endeavor  to  render  it  so.  A  great  ma- 
jority of  the  Northern  people  are  a  reading,  a  thinking, 
and  a  reaaoning  people.  They  are  devotedly  at- 
tached to  the  Union,  and  will  not  contribute  to  any 
atate  of  things  that  might  possibly  blot  out  s  star  or  a 
stripe  from  the  banner  tliat  floats  over  it.  When  mad 
or  desperate  men  shall  propose  to  turn  the  abolition  ex- 
citement to  party  purposes,  we  know,  sir,  thai  with  the 
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people  of  the  North  discomfiture  will  be  their  doom. 
The  wetponfof  tntih,  of  argument,  and  of  patriotism, 
are  ag^ainst  them.  We  wilhhen  be,  as  we  have  hitherto 
been,  faithful  to  our  Southern  brethren.  We  will  tell 
our  constituents  of  the  obligations  imposed  upon  them 
by  the  constitution.  We  will  tell  them  that  the  free- 
men of  the  North  and  the  freemen  of  the  South  fought 
shoulder  to  shoulder,  in  the  great  struggle  ol'  the  Revo- 
lution, for  the  rich  blessings  we  now  enjoyt  that  when 
>our  independence  was  announced  to  the  wrrld,  each 
Slate  was  sovereign  and  independent,  and  that  the  insti- 
tution of  domestic  slavery  then  existed  in  most,  if  not  in 
nil,  of  the  old  thirteen  Statesi  that  the  warm  chmate  of 
the  Soutlu  rn  States  disabled  the  white  nr.an  from  effi- 
ciently laboring  there  { and  that  this  circumstance  had 
contributed  to  render  the  slave  property  of  the  South 
a  great  and  most  vital  inttrest;  that  common  safety 
and  common  interest  required  a  bond  of  union  for 
States  that  had  so  freely  poured  out  their  blood  and 
treasure  for  the  rich  inheritance  we  now  enjoy;  that  our 
Southern  friends  would  not  enter  into  such  bond  of 
un'on  with  us  without  some  stipulations  or  pro* 
visions,  in  the  arttolea  of  union,  by  wliich  ttieir 
property  in  slaves,  this  great  Southern  interest,  might 
be  saved  from  losses  and  hazards,  that  might  other- 
wise have  resulted  from  the  Union;  that,  for  the 
great  purpoaes  of  **  forming  a  mure  perfect  Union, 
establishing  justice,  insuring  domestic  tranquilhty,  pro- 
viding for  the  common  defence,  promoting  the  gene- 
ral welfare,  and  securing  the  blessings  of  liberty  to 
themselves  and  their  posterity,*'  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  did  solemnly  ordain  and  establish  a  constitu- 
tion for  the  United  States  of  America.  Thut  this  sacrtd 
instrument  expressly  recogtiises  this  property  in  slaves, 
and  establishes  it  as  part  of  the  basis  of  representation 
on  thift  flour;  that  it  prohibited  Congress,  prior  to  the 
year  1808,  from  passing  any  hiw  to  preclude  the  import- 
ation of  slaves  into  the  States,  that  it  compels  the  peo- 
ple of  one  State  to  deliver  up  to  the  owners  fugitive 
slaves  from  another  State.  We  will  appeal  to  the  du- 
tiea  and  obligations  that  flow  from  this  solemn  compact, 
this  aaercd  inatrument,  which  haa  been  the  aource  of  so 
much  happiness  and  proaperity,  and  will  boldly  ask  the 
people  of  the  North,  *'  will  you  dishonor  those  fathers 
who,  in  ordaining  the  constitution,  were  actuated  by  the 
high  and  affectiunate  motive  of  *  securing  the  blessings 
of  hbeity  to  themselves  and  their  posterity,'  by  violating 
one  jut  or  tittle  of  the  covenants  into  which  they  entered 
for  such  high  and  hallowed  purposes^"  8  r,  we  know 
what  will  be  the  response.  I'hey  will  greet  us  with 
their  benedictions  lor  our  exertiuns  here  to  save  the 
constitution,  and  nobly  say  to  us,  **  we  will  nut  dibhonor 
our  fathers  by  violating  what  they  have  so  wisely  and 
aolemiiiy  oniamed;  we  will  not,  from  a  false  and  mistaken 
philanthropy,  do  or  sufler  to  be  done  aught  that  may 
tend  to  tear  and  acatter  into  fragmenta  our  great  and 
glorious  Union." 

And  fcuppose,  sir,  that  we  should  then  be  told  that 
the  abolitionists,  in  the  petitiona  they  address  to  Con- 
greaa,  do  not  propose  to  interfere  with  slavery  in  the 
States;  that  they  only  ask  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in 
the  District  of  Culumbia.  We  would  still  cuntmue  our 
expostuUtions,  with  a  perfect  confidence  otiriumph  and 
success.  We  would  tell  our  friends  of  the  North,  that 
when  Virginia  and  Maryland  ceded  to  the  Unned  States 
jurisdiction  over  thia  ten  miles  square,  they  were  both, 
and  now  are,  slavebolding  States.  We  would  ask  them, 
had  Virginia  and  Maryland  imagined  that  the  American 
Congress  would  have  emancipated  the  slaves  of  this  Dis- 
trict, while  slavery  with  them  was  a  great  and  vital  in- 
terest, think  y«.u  that  they  would  ever  have  ceded  their 
juradiction  over  this  territory,  and  thus  ma.ke  it  the 
great  armory  where  the  weapons  of  incendiaries  and  ab- 


olitionista  would  be  collected,  to  be  sent  forth  and  test* 
tired  among  their  slaves^   They  would  not,  sir,  hesitate 
to  give  the  natural  and  the  proper  answer.    We  would 
then  appeal  to  their  sense  of  Justice,  and  sik  them 
whether,  by  alxilialiing  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, while  all  the  circumjacent  country,  whh  which  this 
District  was  once  connected,  is  deeply  interested  in 
slave  property,  while  Virginia  and  Mar) land  are  both 
slavebolding  Statea,  we  would  not  violate  the  spirit  of 
the  compact  by  which   Maryland  and  Virginia  ceded     < 
their  jurisdiction  over  this  District  to  the  United  Sts'tt; 
whether,  by  vbolishing  slavery  in  this  Dslrict,  we  would 
not  commit  a  groas  fraud,  nay,  perpetrate  a  shockinff 
outrage,  upon  two  of  the  old  thirteen  States  thst  have 
such  strong  claims  upon  our  justice  and  our  affection { 
the  one  having  given  birth  to  Washii«gton,  the  other 
having  contributed  her  full  quota  of  gallant  actors  upon 
almost  every  battle  fteld  of  tbe  Revolution.    And  to 
these  questions,  too,  be  assured,  air,  we  would  recetvfi    ; 
from  a  vast  majority  of  tbe  people  of  the  North,  the  re- 
ply which  good  faith  and  a  deep-rooted  love  for  the 
Union  would  dictate. 

Mr.  V.  said  that  he  had  been  very  unexpectedly  dravs 
into  thia  debate,  lie  had  had  no  intention  to  speak,  till 
he  had  heard  the  remarka  of  tbe  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Picxiira.]  He  could  not  reconcile  it  viih 
his  sense  of  duly,  as  m.  Northern  man,  to  ait  still,  after 
the  speech  which  that  honorable  gentleman  had  de- 
livered. 

He  had  said  that  he  bad  heard  too  many  threats  of 
blood  and  disunion  since  he  hud  bad  the  honor  of  a  seat 
here.  Had  we  been  told  by  a  gentleman  from  the  South 
that  the  Potomac  would  soon  be  the  dividing  line,  and 
that  it  a  waters  would  be  crimsoned  with  blood  f  Theie 
threata  had  ceased  to  frighten  any  body.  Wl)en  he  (Mr. 
V.)  had  firat  entered  thia  Houae,  he  al«'ays  feltsboljr 
horror  when  gentlemen  presented  to  us  the  dreadful  tl« 
ternative  of  disunion!  But,  air,  it  bad  no  power  longer 
to  shake  his  nerves.  He  had  become  uaed  to  it;  for  it 
had  become  quite  an  old  atory.  Threats  of  disunion  had 
become  hs  familiar  here  as  household  words.  Gentle- 
men almoat  daily  talked  at>out  aelting  up  for  themsekefli 
**  as  flippantly  as  maids  do  talk  of  puppy  doga,"  and  no 
one  waa  longer  dialurbed  by  it.  He  would  not  longer 
permit  himaelf  to  be  troubled  with  the  apprehension  of 
even  the  puaaibility  of  disunion.  Tbe  North,  thoug^i  it 
bad  a  few  weak  and  deluded  men,  and  officious  women, 
would  sacredly  regard  and  faithfully  fulfil  all  the  obliga- 
tions thst  resulted  from  the  **  Union."  There  was  pa* 
tnotism  enough  at  the  North,  and  patriotism  and  discre* 
tion  enough  at  the  South,  to  save  thia  glorious  fabric  of 
our  Union.  Delusion  and  fanaticism  would  have  only  » 
brief  and  harmless  csreer. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  South  Carolina,  accepted  the 
modified  amendment  of  Mr.  Tatlob,  aa  a  modification 
of  the  originiil  resolution. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  demanded  the  previous  quet* 
t:on;  which  Massecunded^  and  the  main  question,  being 
on  the  adoption  of  the  reaolulions,  was  ordered  without 
a  count. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  a^kcd  for  the  yeaa  and  nays  en 
the  main  queationi  which  were  ordered. 

A  diviaion  of  the  question  having  been  ordered,  t1>e 
fiial  reaolution,  as  modified,  was  then  tnken  up,  as  ft^l* 
lows: 

*'  An  inquiry  having  been  made,  by  an  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Masaachusetts,  whether  a  paper,  which  he 
held  in  his  hand,  purporting  to  be  a  petition  from  cer* 
t«in  aUver,  and  declaring'  themaelFea  aUves,  came  vithin 
tbe  order  of  the  House  ol  the  iSih  of  January,  and  tbe  an  id 
paper  not  having  been  received  by  the  Speaker,  he  sla- 
ted that,  in  a  cuae  so  extraordinary  and  novel,  he  tvould 
take  the  advice  and  counsel  ol  the  llouae: 
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"Rmhedt  That  thU  House  cannot  receire  the  aaid  pe- 
tition vithput  disregarding  its  own  dignity,  the  rights  of 
I  krire  class  of  citisens  of  the  South  and  West,  and  the 
comtituiion  of  the  CJn'ted  States." 

Tke  question  being  taken  thereon»  it  was  adopted,  by 
t  vote  of  yesa  160,  nays  35,  as  follows: 

Yus— Messrs.  Alford,  Chilton  Allan,  Anthony,  Ash, 
Ashley,  Bean,  Bell,  Black,  Bockee,  Boon,  Buuldin,  Bo- 
vrf,  Boy'l,  Benchf  Bynum,  John  Calhoon,  Cantbreleng, 
Canpbeil,  Csrter,  GHSey,  John  Chambers,  Chaney,  Chap- 
nun,  Cbapin,  N.  H.  Claiborne,  John  F.  II.  Claiborne, 
Clerehnd,  Cole%  Connor,  Curwin,  Craig,  Cramer,  Cra- 
r>',  Cushmtn,  Dawaon.  Deberry,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap, 
Elmorr,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  Fowler,  French,  Fry,  G«l. 
bniih,  James  Garland,  Rice  Garland,  GhoNon,  Gillet, 
Glucock,  Graham,  Grantland,  Graves,  Haley.  J.  Hall, 
Hvoer,  Hsnnrgan,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Harper,  Albert  G. 
Harriion,  Hawkina,  Hsynes,  Holsey,  Uolt,  Hopkins, 
Howsrd,  Howell,  Hubley,  Hunt,  Huntington,  Hiintsman, 
io^rioll,  Ingham,  Jarvis,  Jenifer,  Joseph  Johnson,  R. 
M.  Jobmon,  Cave  Johnson,  Henry  Johnson,  John  W. 
Jioef,  Kennon,  K*lgore,  Klingenamith,  Lane,  Lansing, 
Liporte,  Uwler,  Lay,  Gideon  Lee,  Joaliua  Lee,  Thomas 
I^>  Uke  Lea,  Leonard,  Lewie,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas, 
l-jon,  Abjah  ftbnn.  Job  Mann,  Martin,  William  Mason, 
Moiea  Mason,  Samaon  Mason,  Maury,  McComas,  Mc- 
^h  McKeon,  McLene,  Mercer,  Miller,  Montgomery, 
)i«ve,  Morgan,  Myhlenberg,  0«ens,  Fage,  Parks,  Pat- 
ron, Patton,  Franklin  Fierce,  James  A.  Pearce,  Pear- 
^  Peyton,  Phelps,  Pinckney,  Rencher,  John  Reynolds, 
'«•  Keyr  olds,  Richardson,  Robertson,  Itogers,  Schenck, 
^ynour,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Sliino,  Sick- 
KsStandefer,  Stitherland,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  Thomas, 
John  Ti)offl9on,  Waddy  Thompson,  Turrill,  Underwood, 
Vwderpoel,  Wagcner,  Ward,  Webster,  Weeks,  While, 
PttQu  T.  Whittle^y,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Wil- 
••«»*.  Wise,  Yel»,  Young— 160. 

Niii— Messrs.  Adams,  Hetnan  Allen,  Beaumont,  Bond, 
Burden,  William  U.  Calhoun,  Carr,  Gborge  Chambers, 
tbiidi,  Clark,  Crane,  Gushing,  Darlingtun,  Denny,  £v- 
>ns  Samuel  8.  Harrison,  Haseltine,  Henderson,  Herod, 

la*  ■»•  ' 

niliam  Jackson,  Jane^,  Lincoln,  Love,  McKennan, 
Horns,  Parker,  Dutee  J.  Pesrce,  Fhillipis  Potts,  Rus- 
^l  SUde,  SkNuie,  Spangler,  Sprague,  Eliaha  Whittle- 

•*y— 35. 

Ttke  Kcond  resolution  was  then  taken  up,  as  fol- 

lov!: 

"Bttoivtif  That  alavea  do  not  possess  the  right  of  pe- 
^^on  secured  to  the  people  of  the  United  SUtea  by  the 

con«itution.»» 

Nr.  HALEY  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table.  Lost,  witb- 
^^  a  division. 

^e  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption  of  the 
^»iutton,  snd  decided  as  follows: 

Vus^Messra.  Alford,  Chilton  Allan,  Ash,  Ashley, 
^^  Bell,  Black,  Bockee,  Bond,  Boon,  Buuldin, 
°^ee»  Bo)d,  Bunch,  Burns,  Bynum,  jr.  Calhoon,  Cam- 
mtn^^  Campbell,  Carr,  Carter,  Casey,  G.  Chambera, 
{-Chambers,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapin,  Childs,  N. 
«•  Claiborne,  J.  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coles, 
WBBor,  Corwin,  Craig,  Cramer,  Crary,  Cuahinjr,  Cuah- 
*^i  Divaon,  Deberry,  Ooubleday,  Dromgoole,  Dun- 
»P»  Elmore,  Fairfirld,  Farlin,  Fowler,  French,  Fry, 
^^r»>th,  J.  Garland,  R.  Garland,  Gholsoii,  Gillet,  G'as- 
^h  Gratiam,  Grantland,  Graves,  J.  Hall,  Hamer,  Han- 
>«r>a,  Hardin,  HarUn,  Harper,  A.  G.  Harrison,  Haw- 
w»,  Haynes,  Herod,  Holsey,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
Novell,  Hubley,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Jarvis,  Jenifer, 
|- Jihnson,  U.  m.  Johnson,  C.  Johnson,  H.  Johnson,  J. 
w.  Jones,  Kennon,  Kdgore,  Rlingensmith,  Line,  Lan- 
-^ot.  Ualtr,  Uy,  G.  Lee,  J.  Lee,  T.  Lee,  L,  Les,  Lew- 
^  »-'ftco|i»,  Logan,  L'lyiH,  Lucas,  Lyon,  A.  Mann,  J. 
«oni  Martin,  W.  Mason,  M.  Mason,  S.  Maaon,  Msury, 


McComaa,  McK«y,  McKeon,  McLene,  Mercer,  Miller, 
Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  Owen^, 
P^ST^i  Parks,  Pattersim,  Pattern,  F.  Pierce,  James  A. 
Pearce,  Pesrson,  Pett'grew,  Peyton,  Phelps,  Pinckney, 
Rencher,  Joseph  Reynold*,  Richardson,  Robertson,  Ro- 
gers,  Schenck,  William  B.  Shepard,  A.  H.  Shepperd, 
Shields,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Spangler,  Standefer,  Taliaferro, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  J.  Thomson,  W.  Thompson,  Turrill, 
Under  wood,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener,  Ward,  Webster, 
Weeks,  White,  £.  Whittlesey,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  L. 
Williams,  S.  Williams,  Yell,  Young— 162. 

Nat8— Messrs.  Adam«,  Heman  Allen,  Besumont,  Bor- 
den, Darlington,  Denny,  Huley,  Hvzeltine,  Ingersoll, 
W.  Jackson,  Janes,  Love,  Parker,  Phillips,  Potts,  Rut- 
sell,  Slade,*  Sloane^ia. 

So  the  second  resolution  was  adopted. 

[When  the  name  of  Mr.  Wtsa  was  called,  that  gentle- 
man rose  in  his  place  and  declined  to  vote,  for  the  res- 
son  that  he  held  that  Congresa^had  no  power  to  interfere, 
in  any  way,  with  the  aubject  of  slavery.] 

*  7b  Me  Edilon  of  the  National  InUUigmcer: 

GaMTbKMBs:  Having  failed  in  numerous  and  presaing 
effbrta  (finally  terminated  by  the  previuua  question)  to 
obtain  the  floor  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  Sat- 
urday la^t,  fur  the  purpose  of  giving  reasons  for  my  neg- 
ative votea  on  the  two  resolutions  relative  to  the  right  of 
slaves  to  petition  Congress,  I  feel  impelled,  by  consider- 
ations peculiar  to  this  esse,  and  by  the  relation  in  which 
I  stand  to  the  question  of  slavery,  to  ask  the  privilege  of 
briefly  presenting  to  the  public,  through  your  paper, 
the  substance  of  what  I  iotendtd  to  say  on  that  occa- 
sion. 

The  first  resolution,  after  reciting  that  Mr.  Adams  had 
inquired  of  the  Speaker  whether  it  would  be  in  order  to 
present  a  petition  purporting  to  be  from  alaves,  declare  a 
**  That  this  House  cannot  receive  the  said  petition  with- 
out disregarding  its  own  dignity,  the  rights  of  a  large 
cisss  of  ci  izens  of  the  South  and  West,  and  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States." 

The  resolution  contains  three  propoaitions: 

1.  That,  in  receiving  the  petition,  the  House  would 
disregard  its  own  digMtyi 

3.  That  it  would  disregard  the  rights  of  a  large  class 
of  citizens  at  the  South  and  West;  and 
.  3.  That  it  woukl  disregard  the  conbtitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted Statey. 

These  several  propositions,  let  it  be  observed,  have 
respect  to  a  petition  the  purpoit  of  whose  prayer  is  not 
stated,  the  preamble  to  the  resolution  containing  not  the 
slightest  allusion  to  it  whatever.  In  affirming  the  prop- 
ositions, therefore,  no  reference  was  had  to  the  ques- 
tion, whether  tiie  prayer  of  the  petition  was  rcapectful 
or  insulting,  lawful  or  unlawful,  proper  or  improper. 
The  simple,  naked  fact,  that  it  whs  signed  by  slaves, 
formed  the  foundation,  and  the  only  foundation,  ftir  the 
propositions  contained  in  the  resolution.  No  matter  if 
it  were  s'gned  by  slaves  residing  within  the  District  over 
which  Congress  have  exclusive  jurisdictiuu,  and  whose 
legisla'.ion  necessarily  acts  directly  upon  their  rights { 
and  no  matter  if  it  prayed  even  for  protection  from  the 
exercise  of  the  most  excessive  cruelty,  for  liberation 
from  confinement  by  si  ive-dealers  in  the  dungeons  of 
the  public  prisons  in  this  District,  or  for  rescue  from 
threatenid  tiausportaiiou  to,  and  sale  in,  a  foreign  coun- 
try. No  matter  if  it  were  for  any  or  for  all  of  these 
objects;  to  receive  it,  the  resolution  afllrms,  would  be 
disregarding  the  dignity  ot  the  House,  the  rights  of  a 
large  class  of  citizens,  and  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States. 

Now,  how  would  the  dignity  of  the  House  be  com- 
promitted  by  receiving  a  prayer  for  mercy,  and,  I  may 
add,  fur  justice,  as  in  the  cases  I  have  auppoKdt  from  a 
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CASE  OF  R.  M.  WHITNEY. 
The  SPEAKER  inrurmed  the  House  that  the  Ser- 
geant-at-arms,  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  House 


clave?  What  sort  of  legislative  dignity  is  that  which 
shuts  the  door  in  the  face  of  *'a  nnan  and  a  brother," 
merely  because  he  is  "in  bonds?"  Can  there,  on  the 
contrary,  be  a  spectacle  more  truly  dignified  than  that 
of  a  legislative  body  bending  its  ear  to  the  supplication! 
of  the  poor,  the  helpless,  and  the  oppressed^  How 
beautifully  and  appropriately  are  mercy  and  justice  illus- 
trated, when  neither  wealth,  nor  power,  nor  patronage, 
comes  in  aid  of  the  prayer  for  their  exercise. 

And  how,  in  the  next  place,  does  the  mere  fact  that  a 
petition  is  from  slaves  render  its  reception  a  disregard 
of  the  rights  of  a  large  class  of  citizens  at  the  South  and 
West,  and  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States?  If 
the  citizens  of  the  South  and  West  have,  under  the  con- 
siitution,  lightsin  regard  to  their  slaves,  does  it  follow  that 
they  are  without  limit?  and  that  beyond  that  limit, what- 
ever it  may  be,  other  rights  may  not  exist?  If  the  slave 
has  no  right  to  liberty,  (I  speak  of  a  conventional  right,) 
has  he  none  to  supplicate  that  p'-ecious  boon  at  (he 
bands  of  any  power  which  may  rigtitfulty  g^ant  it?  And 
has  he  no  right  to  life?  none  to  exemption  from  exces- 
sive cruflty?  and  none  to  implore  protection  to  the  one 
and  security  to  the  other?  Is  there  no  power  on  earth 
to  which  he  may  look  for  help  in  these  extremities? 

To  *•  disregard,  "in  any  sense  applicable  to  this  sub- 
ject, the  rights  of  the  South  and  West,  Is  to  invade 
those  rights;  and  can  we  invade  them  in  the  lei;it}roate 
exercise  of  powers  granted  in  the  constitution?  That 
constitution  invests  Congress  with  the  power  of  exclu* 
sive  legislation  over  this  District.  Does  not  that  power 
necessarily  involve  the  right  and  the  duty  of  hearing 
petitions  from  the  governed,  and  from  all  the  governed? 
Would  it  not  be  a  very  strange  kind  of  Guvernment 
which  could  not,  or  would  not,  hear  such  petitions? 

If  the  hearing  of  petitions  from  the  governed  in  the 
Territories  of  ihe  United  States  conseijiieotially  affects 
the  intere&ts  of  the  South  and  West,  is  it  a  consequence 
of  which  the  South  and  West  have  a  right  to  complain? 
I'hey  were  parties  to  the  constitution  which  created  the 
exclusive  Government,  and  they  must  abide  its  conse- 
quences. Suppose  the  inhabitants  of  this  District  should 
continue  to  press  Congress,  as  more  than  eleven  hun- 
dred of  them  did  in  1828,  to  abolibh  slavery  and  the 
slave  trade  within  its  limits;  and  should,  as  in  that  peti- 
tion, denounce,  in  severe  and  almost  unmessured  terms, 
the  enormities  of  both;  would  this  be  an  invasion  of  the 
rights  of  the  South  and  West,  and  a  disregard  of  the 
constitution?  Did  Congress  evince  such  disregard  in 
receiving  that  petition,  and  ordering  it  to  be  prmted? 
And  what  is  the  difference  in  principle,  so  far  as  con- 
cerns this  argument,  between  that  case  and  the  present' 
Eleven  hundred  free  «hite  citizens  of  this  Diatrict  be- 
sought Congress  to  abolish  slavery  and  the  slave  trade 
within  its  limits,  and  pressed  it  by  abolition  arguments. 
Did  not  this  tend,  according  to  the  argument  of  the  op- 
ponents of  the  right  of  slave  petition,  to  create  uneasi- 
ness among  the  slaves  in  the  Suuth  and  West,  and  thus 
affect  **  the  rights  of  a  large  class  of  citizens"  in  those 
•ecttons  of  the  country ' 

There  is  grcftt  looseness  in  the  reasoning  which  infers 
violationi  of  the  constitution  from  possible  and  remote 
consequences  of  a  particular  course  of  legislation.  Ad- 
mit the  soundness  of  the  reasoning  in  this  case,  and  shut 
the  doors  of  Congress  upon  petitions  from  the  bond  and 
the  free  of  this  District,  touching  the  subject  of  slavery, 
merely  because  of  their  remote  tendency  to  the  abolition 
of  slavery  in  the  States,  (for  that  is  the  argumcni,)  and 
what  shall  we  have  next?  Why,  the  doctrine  that  no 
State  can  abolish  slavery  within  its  limit*,  because,  be- 


and  the  warrant  pf  the  Speaker,  had  arrested  Reuben 
M.  Whitney,  who  was  then  in  custody,  and  vaitiag  the 
order  of  the  House. 


ing  a  party  with  the  other  slave  States  to  the  coratiln- 
tiop,  which  recognises  the  existence  of  slavery,  and 
makes  it  the  basis  of  representation,  it  cannot  nghtfully 
do  any  thing  which  shall  tend  to  the  abolitioA  of  slavery 
in  the  other  States,  and  thereby  deprive  then  of  (heir 
slave  representation  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
This  may  now  seem  a  very  strained  construction;  but 
passion  and  interest  have  pushed  sensible  men  to  fti an- 
ger absurdities  than  this. 

The  second  resolution  to  which  1  have  referred  de- 
dares  '*  Tliat  slaves  do  not  possess  the  right  of  petition 
secured  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  by  tbe  con- 
stitution." 

What  does  this  resolution  mean }    Does  it  mean  mere- 
ly that  the  guaranty  of  the  right  of  petition  to  *'  tbe  peo- 
ple," in  the  constitution,  does  not  extend  to  slaves?  Fur 
the  sake  of  the  argument,  let  it  be  admitted  that  it  doea 
not — that  the  assumption  ts  correct  (which  hai  been 
made  in  the  debate,  but  which  I  do  not  admit)  that  *nbe 
people,"  whose  right  of  petition  the  constitution  de- 
clares shall  not  be  abridged,  meant  merely  *'  We  the 
people"  who  formed  the  conatitution,  and  not  slavef. 
How  does  this  admisaion  affect  the  question?    The  ex- 
istence of  the  right  of  petition,  at  baa  been  often  said  in 
the  debate,  does  not  depend  upon  tbe  guaranty  of  the 
constitution,     it  is  a  right  which  is  before  and  above  all 
constitutional  guaranties.    It  has  its  foundation  in  \\.t 
depende)icies  inseparable  from  the  aoetal  state.    If  the 
constitution  dues  not  expressly  guaranty  it  to  slaves^ 
neither,  let  it  be  remembered,  does  it  take  it  from  \hetD< 
And  8t«all  I  attempt,  by  my  vote,  to  do  what  the  frsmrn 
of  the  constitution  did  not  think  proper  to  do,  in  tb< 
formation  of  that  instrument? 

If  it  was  intended  by  the  resoKitiofi  to  assert  merel) 
that  slaves  have  not  tbe  benefit  of  the  constitution^ 
guaranty  of  the  right  of  petition,  vh^  was  not  the  dec 
laiation  made  in  language  intelligible  nnd  unambiguous 
Such  languaf^e  was  avoided.  Tbe  ngl  t  of  petition,  ad 
not  the  constitutional  guaranty  stands  forward  as  thi 
prominent  subject  of  the  resolution.  Tbe  right  is  on 
thing—its  guaranty  another.  The  right  is  incident! 
all  Governments,  instantly  attaching  to  the  relation  < 
governor  and  governed,  the  moment  that  relation  corm 
to  exist.  But  it  may,  or  it  may  not,  be  guarantied-  1 
it  is,  thst  guaranty  Is  a  mere  supervening  incident  to  tl 
right.  And  it  is  in  this  light  that  I  regard  the  allusic 
to  it  in  the  resolution.  The  denial,  by  that  rrsolutioi 
of  the  right  of  petition,  ia  not  essentially  affected  by  ■ 
ding  that  tbe  right  is  one  which  has  been  secured  to  tl 
people  uf  the  United  States  by  the  constitution.  It  i 
after  all,  the  right  of  petition,  in  its  great,  original,  < 
sential  qualities  and  incidents,  which  is  really  denied. 

Stripped  of  its  non-coromittal  disguise,  then,  tbe  rei 
lution  standi  out  neither  more  nor  less  than  a  broad  ( 
nial  of  all  right  in  slaves  to  petition.  1  will  give  no  ?< 
which  can  be  even  tortured  into  such  a  denial. 

Having  said  thus  much,  I  owe  it  to  myself  to  add  th 
whatever  may  be  the  right  of  the  slave  to  petition,  1 1 
clear  that  no  countenance  should  be  given  to  aiw 
tempts  to  exercise  it.  Such  attempts  can  do  the  sh 
no  good.  From  Ihe  nature  of  ihe  case,  hia  deliverai 
must  arise  from  some  other  quarter.  In  the  whole  1 
tory  of  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade  and  slavery 
Great  Britain,  I  am  not  aware  that  the  right  of  slave) 
petition  has  ever  been  claimed  or  brought  in  quest! 
And,  if  all  the  slaves  in  tbe  land  could  be  made  to  li 
me,  I  would  say  to  them,  •*  entertain  not,  for  one  i 
ment,  the  thought  of  petitioning  the  Government 
liberty,  much  less  of  making  any  cflbrt   to  obtain  i 
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Mr.  HOWARD  nid  that  he  htd  mide  •  motion,  in  the 
eirljr  put  of  the  daf,  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which 
the  retoltttion  directing  the  Speaker  to  inue  hit  warrant 
for  the  arrest  of  Mr.  Whitney  had  been  adopted,  and 
be  bad  done  so  under  the  impression  that  it  would  facili- 
tate the  action  of  the  House  on  the  important  public 
inisiofsi.  Since  that  lime,  however,  he  had  been  in- 
duced to  change  his  mind,  and  he  would  therefore  with- 
draw the  motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  CALHUON,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  the  follow- 
log  molutioni  which  was  considered  and  adopted: 

Baohe^  That  R.  M.  Whitney,  now  in  the  bands  of 

forcr,  unless  you  wish  to  put  far  off  all  hope  of  the  deli?- 
ennce  of  your  race  from  bondage.  Cultivate,  rather,  a 
loiet  tpirii."  «•  Be  patient."  •«  Resist  not  evil."  "Be 
obedient  to  your  own  masters^  not  answering  again i  not 
porloining;  but  showing  all  good  fidelity,  not  only  to  the 
food  and  gentle,  but  also  to  the  froward." 

But  why,  I  am  asked,  do  you  assert  the  right  of  the 
Hire  (0  petition,  if  bis  exercise  of  the  right  ought  not 
to  be  countenanced.^  I  answer,  because  the  question 
utbeen  forced  upon  me,  and  I  must  meet  it.  I  would 
M  the  Isst  to  bring  forward  a  resolution  asserting  the 
ngi^t  for  which  I  contend.  But  when  1  am  called  on,  as 
"  *e  Patient  case,  to  asy  yes  or  no  to  a  proposition 
*»ch  expressly  denies  that  right,  I  must  and  will  say 
KN  and  give  my  resaona  for  thus  saying. 

I  till  not  give  a  vote  which  shall,  even  by  the  rcmo- 
<ot  amplication,  assert  that  my  colored  brother  Is  prop. 
««Ti  and  nothing  but  propertyi  that  he  "  be  has  no 
jwe  right  to  petition  than  a  dog  or  a  horse,"  and  that 
wposKMes,  in  fact,  "no  legal  or  constitutional  righU 
thatefer."  * 

1  hifc  said  th«t  the  deliverance  of  the  sisvet  must 
>"«  from  some  oth«r  quarter  than  themselves.  Let  me 
■ot  be  misonderatood.  The  idea  of  an  attempt  by  Con- 
pess  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  States  of  this  Union  has 
>ejer,  that  I  am  aware,  been  entertained  by  any.  No 
•Uier  deliverance  is  contemplated  than  that  of  voluntary 
eaiQcipaltons  by  individuals,  or  abontion  by  force  of 
2«V'onf  »cting  within  the  sphere  of  its  admitted  Ju- 
'jwction.  If  the  abolitionists  have  ever  been  under- 
««d  at  the  South  as  entertaining  views  different  from 
'''^1  tbev  have  been  greatly  misrepresented.  They 
jwertais,  however,  the  opinion  that  Congress  possesses 
"«  pover  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columhis, 
^  that  the  state  Legislaturea  have  like  power  in  their 
J2«tw  States;  and  they  seek,  in  the  exercise  of  that 
f^onof  speech  and  of  the  press  which  is  guarantied 
^m  by  the  constitution,  to  produce  a  public  senti- 
^  which  shall,  by  its  fair  and  legitimate  influence, 
^t^tbe  legisistion  they  so  much  deure. 
„,rfyh«>»evc  that  "all  men  are  created  equal)"  that 

u»«y  are  endowed  by  their  Creator  with  the  inaliena- 
^f^iHof  life,  l.berty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness*'* 
~"twliothe  Creator  alone  belongs  the  high  prerog- 
!['!*fJ»olding  property  in  man.  PUnting  themselves 
^»be  broad  bssis  of  these  truths,  they  assert  that  the 
^nptioo  and  eiercise  of  that  right,  by  man,  is  among 
^"'ghest  wrongs  which  he  can  inflict  upon  his  fellow- 
*"•  Their  own  deep  conviction  of  this  truth  they 
^to  communicate  to  the  minds  of  others— not  to 
T^  with  whom  they  hold  no  intercourse,  and  whom, 
^)  did,  they  would  only  admonish  to  patience  and 
J*®/'*®'^— but  to  their  masters,  to  those  communities 

•hose  I.egislatures  rewdes  the  power  to  put  an  end, 

'"'•n  their  limits,  to  the  wrongs  of  slavery,  and  furnish 
J^wef  from  its  complicated  evils.     They  look  at  slavery 

"^•'**e  conception  of  what  is  comprehended  in  that 
^\  and  are  amazed  that  philanthropy  itself  should 
./***^g  alept  over  the  existence  of  such  an  evilj 
^S  while  other  nations,  less  free  in  their  institutions  I 


the  Sergeant-at-arms,  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  this 
House,  to  answer  for  an  alleged  contempt  of  the  House, 
in  peremptorily  refusing  to  appear  and  give  evidence  ss 
a  witness  on  a  summons  duly  issued  by  a  select  commit- 
tee, acting  by  the  authority  of  this  House,  under  s  reso- 
lution  of  the  17th  of  January  last,  in  the  matter  of  a  let- 
ter, expressing  said  refusal,  addressed  by  the  said  R.  M. 
Whitney  to  the  committee,  end  by  the  committee  refer- 
red to  the  llouaei  and  that  he  be  forthwith  furnished 
with  a  copy  of  the  report  of  said  committee  and  of  the 
letter  aforesaid. 
The  House  then  adjourned. 

than  our  own,  have  abolished  it,  we,  who  boast  of  our 
attaehment  to  the  principlea  of  civil  liberty,  and  our  high 
regard  for  the  inalienable  rights  of  man,  should  still  cher- 
iiAi  it  in  our  very  bosom. 

In  their  strong  conceptions  of  the  character  and  con- 
sequences of  this  evil,  abolitionists  hsve  sometimes  in- 
dulged in  the  indiscriminate  use  of  hsrsh  and  severe  per- 
sonal epithets,  to  which  I  have  felt  a  deep  repugnance. 
With  me^  however,  it  has  been  s  subject  rather  of  re- 
gret than  of  severe  censure {  for,  if  strong  feeling  and 
strong  language  are  ever  to  be  excused,  it  is  when  they 
are  excited  aira  drawn  forth  in  the  aacred  cause  of  hu- 
man freedom.  Let  those  denounce  ahd  recriminate  who 
never  themselves  transgress  the  bounds  of  prudence, 
when  they  feel  strongly  in  what  they  believe  to  be  a 
good  eausei  and  especially  those  who  have  never  op- 
posed or  countenanced  the  opposing  of  mob  power  to 
the  progress  of  free  discussion.  Most  heartily  do  1  dis- 
approve of  the  indiscriminate  use  of  such  epithets  as 
man-stealers,  robbers,  and  pirates,  on  the  one  side,  and  vile 
fanatics,  incendiariea,  and  murderers,  un  the  other.  For 
the  abolitionists,  however,  I  can  say  that  language  of  vi- 
tuperation ia  giving  place  to  aober  argument^  addreased 
to  the  reaaon  and  conscience  and  enlightened  self-inter- 
est of  the  aknreholder;  and  1  will  hope  that  the  intellect 
of  the  South  will  henceforth  be  employed  in  answering 
those  ergumentSp  rather  than  indulging  in  harsh  and  in- 
discriminate denunciations  of  those  who  urge  them. 

Permit  me  to  close  this  communication  with  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions,  which  I  find  among  ttioae  adopted  by 
the  late  anti^very  convention  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania: 

"  Retohedt  That  in  Christian  meekness  we  intend  to 
maintain  the  right  of  exhorting  those  who  uphold  an  in- 
stitution so  evidently  unjust  as  that  of  slavery,  to  examine 
its  operations  upon  all  classes  of  the  community,  both 
individually  and  collectively,  confident  that,  if  they  do  so 
with  unprejudiced  minds  and  sincere  motives,  they  will 
be  convinced  of  itadeep  sinfulness,  and  thus  be  prepared 
to  commence,  immediately,  the  great  work  of  freeing 
tliemselves  and  their  country  from  its  paralyzing  influ- 
ences." 

**IU9ohed9  That  the  convention  recommend  to  the 
colored  people  of  this  State  to  msinlsin  a  peaceful  and 
moral  deportment  in  all  the  departments  in  life  in 
which  they  may  be  placed  i  that  thus  they  may  be  in- 
strumental in  delivering  their  oppressed  brethren  from 
bondage,  and  refute  the  calumniea  of  those  who  say  they 
cannot  be  elevnted  in  character  in  these  United  States." 

**Reaohed,  That  we  earneatly  recommend  the  colored 
people,  both  bond  and  free,  to  endeavor  to  fulfil  all 
their  moral,  aocial,  and  religious  duties,  and  thus  show 
to  ihe  world  thst  they  deserve  to  be  free." 

Here  is  abolitionism,  sound  in  principle,  chastened  in 
feeling,  and  pure  in  apirit.  My  judgment  and  my  heart 
approve  it. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

WILLIAM  SLADK. 

Washixotoit,  F)diruary  15,  1837. 
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MOADATf  FXB&17A11T  13. 

CASE  OF  R.  M.  WHITNEY. 
The  SPEAKEIUnnounced  thmt  Reuben  M.  Whitney^ 
now  in  custody  for  an  «Ueged  contempt  of  the  Authority 
of  the  Houie,  was  without  the  bar^  waiting  the  further 
pleasure  of  the  House. 

The  Chair  also  stated  that  the  accused  had  been  fur- 
nikhed  with  copies  of  ihe  papers  referred  to  in  the  reso- 
lution adopted  on  Saturday  last. 

Mr.  PATTON  moved  that  the  Sergeant-at-arms  be 
directed  to  bring  the  prisoner  to  the  bar  of  the  House; 
which  motion  pre\'ailed. 

The  accused  having  been  placed  at  the  bar,  the 
SPEAKER  addressed  him  ss  follows: 

••  Reuben  M.  lYhitney:  You  have  been  brought  before 
the  House,  by  its  order,  to  answer  the  charge  of  an  al- 
leged contempt  of  this  House,  in  having  peremptorily 
refused  to  give  evidence  in  obedience  to  a  summons 
duly  issued  by  a  committee  of  this  House,  which  com- 
mittee had,  by  an  ordtr  of  the  House,  power  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers. 

••  Before  you  are  cslled  upon  to  answer  in  any  manner 
to  the  (ubjeci-mstter  of  this  charge,  it  is  my  duty,  as  the 
presiding  officer  of  this  House,  to  inform  you  that,  by 
an  order  of  the  House,  you  will  be  allowed  counsel, 
should  you  desire  it.  If  you  have  any  request  to  make 
in  relation  to  this  subject,  >our  request  will  now  be  re- 
ceived and  considered  by  the  House.  If,  however,  you 
are  now  ready  to  proceed  in  ibe  investigation  of  the 
charge,  you  will  state  it,  and  the  House  will  take  order 
accordingly." 

To  ubich  the  accused  replied,  that  he  held  in  his 
hand  a  paper  in  relation  to  the  charge,  which  he  re- 
spectfully requested  might  be  received  and  read. 
The  following  paper  was  then  read: 
**  The  undersigned  answers  that  his  refusal  to  attend 
the  committee,  upon  the  summons  of  its  chairman,  was 
not  intended  or  believed  by  him  to  be  disrespectful  to 
the  honorable  the  House  of  Representatives,  nor  does  he 
now  bt  lieve  that  be  thereby  committed  a  contempt  of 
the  llous«>. 

••  His  reasons  for  refusing  to  attend  the  committee  are 
truly  stated  in  his  letter  to  that  committee. 

*'  He  did  not  consider  himself  bound  to  obey  a  sum- 
mont  issued  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee. 

**  He  bad  attendtd,  in  obedience  to  such  a  summons, 
before  another  committee,  volunUrily,  and  without  ob- 
jection* to  the  validity  of  the  process;  and  would  have 
attended  in  the  same  way  before  the  present  committee, 
but  for  the  belief  that  he  might  thereby  be  exposed  to 
insult  and  violence. 

••  He  denies,  therefore,  that  he  has  committed  a  con- 
tempt ol  the  House,  because — 

**  First.  l*he  process  upon  him  was  illegal,  and  lie  was 
not  bound  to  obey  it.  And 

**  Secondly.  Because  be  could  not  attend  without  ex- 
posing himself  thereby  to  outrage  and  violence. 

<*  If  the  House  shall  decide  in  favor  of  the  authority 
of  the  process,  and  that  the  respondent  is  bound  to  obey 
it,  then  he  respectfully  asks,  in  such  case,  that,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  peculiar  circumstances  in  which  he  is 
placed,  as  known  to  the  House,  the  committee  may  be 
instructed  to  receive  his  testimony  upon  interrogatories 
to  be  answered  on  oath  before  a  magistrate,  aa  has  been 
done  in  other  instances  in  relation  to  other  witnesses; 
or  ihut  the  committee  be  instructed  to  prohibit  the  use 
or  tniroduction  of  secret  and  deadly  weapons  in  the 
cummiitee  room  during  the  examination  uf  the  wit- 
nesses. 

**  And  in  case  he  shall  think  it  necessary,  he  prsys  to 
be  heard  by  counsel,  snd  to  be  allowed  lo  olTer  testimo- 
ny on  the  matters  herein  submitted. 

••R.  M.  WHITNEY." 


Mr.  GHOLSON  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  Reuben  M.  Whitney  be  now  permitted 
to  examine  witnesses  before  this  House,  in  reUtiun  to 
his  alleged  contempt. 

Mr.  HAYNES  said  he  underatood  that  the  prisoner 
denied  the  power  of  the  House,  and  that  it  seemed 
proper  to  dispose  of  this  preliminary  question  finit. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  then  read  a  reaolulion  which  be  in* 
tended  to  offer,  (ss  below.) 

Mr.  GHOLSON  said  it  appeared  to  him  they  had  se- 
lect committees  enough  already,  for  the  period  of  the 
session,  and  the  msitters  before  the  House  to  be  acted 
upon.  Where  existed,  let  him  ask,  the  necessity  (or 
raising  a  committee.'  All  they  could  do  would  be  to 
bring  their  report  before  the  House;  and  the  House 
would,  when  called  upon  to  act  on  it,  be  in  precis  ly  tlic 
same  situation  they  were  that  mornin|^.  He  had  supposed 
that  the  object  of  bringing  Mr.  Whitney  lo  the  bar  sris 
for  him  to  disprove  or  to  purge  himself  of  an  alleged  con- 
tempt to  the  House.  Well,  he  has  appeared,  in  obedi- 
ence to  its  order,  and  Mr.  G.  could  aee  no  objection  to 
hia  selling  about  immediately  to  disprove  the  cli>rgt 
against  him,  if  it  was  in  his  power. 

Mr.  MERCER  did  most  sincerely  hope  that  the  House 
would  so  far  respect  its  own  dignity  as  to  adhere  to  iu 
old  established  forms  of  proceeding.  That  form  bid 
invariably  been  the  appointnsent  of  a  commiitee  to  direct 
the  mode  of  proceedings. 

Mr.  PATTON  then  renewed  the  suggestion  thit  the 
respondent  ought  to  retire  during  the  deliberations  cf 
the  House  on  the  preliminary  proceedings.  Thisb«d 
always  been  the  uniform  course. 

The  CHAIR  stated  ihat  such  had  been  the  uniforai 
course  in  former  cases  $  and,  believing  it  to  be  the  sen*c 
of  the  House,  he  directed  the  Sergeant-at-arms  to  lake 
Reuben  M.  Whitney  from  the  bar;  which  was  doDe. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  ssid  he  wished  only  to  make  one  sug- 
gestion. One  proposition  of  the  gentleman,  brought 
before  the  House,  was  that  he  waa  willing  to  go  beiure 
the  committee,  if  that  commiitee  would  go  into  the 
commiitee  room  unarmed.  He  was  sure  the  commiitee 
did  not  wish  to  go  into  the  room  armed.  He  wished  to 
suggest  to  the  committee  and  to  the  House  that  tbis 
would  avoid  all  further  trouble  about  the  matter. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  said  it  was  very  far  from  his  intention 
Co  place  himself  in  the  attitude  of  a  prosecutor  in  iba 
case.     The  commiitee  had  contented  themselves  by  dc- 
tailing  the  circumstances  of  the  refusal  of  ibis  witness 
to  appear  before  Ihem,  without  recommending  any  ac- 
tion on  the  subject i  and  because  of  this  course  havinj 
been  pursued  by  the  committee,  he  (Mr.  L.)  bad  come 
forwsrd  the  other  day,  and  introduced  a  proposition  di- 
recting the  Speaker  to  issue  bis  warrant  for  the  arren 
of  this  witness.     He  had  not  intended,  after  tl»e  adopt«cn 
of  this  order,  to  take  any  fuither  part  in  the  o»*ller»  w* 
should  not  then  have  ariaen  lo  bring  before  the  Hou« 
another  proposition,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  fact  ii»»^ 
no  other  person  present  appeared  to  have  *."f"*",J.  l^ 
attention  lo  the  course  of  proceeding  which  it  voaid 
necesssr^  for  the  House  to  adopt  on  this  occasion, 
looking  uito  the  precedents  as  to  the  mode  of  procceo*  8 
in  such  cases,  he  hud  fimnd  that  it  would  be  ^^^^^ 
for  the  purpose  of  procuring  the  action  o'^  *    .      j,y 
on  the  subject,  that  some  direction  should  be  g>^^"  ^  J 
the  Houiie  aa  to  the  mode  of  proceedingi  *»^^"*;,  „„ 
believed  it  would  be  impossible  for  ihe  House  »o  aci « 
it  witl.out  some  preliminary  measurerbeing  *■•*"'    j,j 
for  the    purpose    of   indicating  the  course  *°'V'  r  i. 
thought  should  be  adopted,  he  stnt  to  tbc  Chair  toe 
lowing  amendment:  ..  ,.f 

Sirike  out  all  after  the  word  "  ^io/r«^"  •"V^ven 
•'That  a  committee  of  privilegef,  consisting  «»*jj^ 
members,  be  appointed  and  instructed  lo  r^P°^  I 
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node  of  proccedtnfr  in  relation  to  Ueuben  M.  Whitney, 
vhonDow  in  caitody,  awaitinj^  the  order  of  thitHounet 
lod  that  laid  committee  have  leave  to  execute  the  duty 
isi^ned  them  immediately." 

Hr.  McKAT  laid  he  had  voted,  on  Friday  laat,  when 
tbe  subject  waa  before  the  House,  to  require  the  Speak- 
er to  inue  hit  lummons  to  brih^r  Reuben  M.  Whitney  to 
the  bir,  tnd  he  had  done  so  with  a  g^ood  deal  of  reluc- 
tiACf;  not  that  he  at  all  doubted  the  power  of  the 
House  to  puniah  a  witness  in  cases  of  flagrant  contempt. 
Thi«  vitnesf  has  now  appeared  at  the  bar,  and  declared 
fipncitly  thai,  in  refusing  to  appear  before  the  commit- 
tee, be  did  not  intend  to  commit  a  contempt  to  the  House, 
or  to  call  in  question  its  authority,  and  had  given  reasons 
for  his  refusal.  Now,  Mr.  McK.  was  unwilling  to  con- 
sume any  more  of  the  public  time,  to  the  exclusion  of 
lit  the  important  buuness  of  the  country,  in  an  inveati- 
P'ioo  of  the  power  of  tbe  House^  and  in  hunting  up 
pftcedenti  to  sustain  that  power. 

Itieetned  to  Mr.  McK.,  he  said,  that  the  witness  him- 
Klffinan  alternative  presented  by  him  to  the  House, 
ittd  opened  the  door  to  overcome  any  further  embarrass- 
menr.  He  had  stated  aeveral  alternatives.  One  wa%  that 
tbe  committee  should  be  prohibited  from  the  use  or 
veiring  of  deadly  weapons:  this  was  an  alternative  Mr. 
NcK.  bad  no  disposition  to  consider.  Another  was,  his 
flfcT  to  give  his  testimony,  upon  interrogatories,  and 
ivearing  to  it  before  a  magistrate;  in  other  words,  a  pri- 
^te eximination.  Now,  let  him  (Mr.  McK.)  ask,  would 
nt  the  witness's  testimony,  taken  in  this  way,  be  Just 
uniuabie  to  the  committee  as  if  written  in  their  pres- 
ence I  Sarely  it  would.  As  the  object  of  the  commit- 
^e  nast  be,  and  as  the  object  of  the  House  in  raising 
tte  committee  itself  was,  to  procure  testimony  bearing 
«>  tbe  lubject -matters  to  be  investigated,  could  they  do 
bc'ter  than  by  pursuing  the  very  course  indicated  and 
imdered  by  this  witness  himselff  Surely  the  House 
toaid  not  consume  the  balance  of  the  session  in  discuss- 
es; the  parliamentary  law  on  the  subject  of  contempts, 
ltd  in  investigating  the  conduct  of  the  members  of  one 
^  ita  committees  towards  a  witness  brought  before 
^n>  Would  they  consume  another  week  irpon  it? 
'^h  they  certainly  would  do  unless  bis  suggestions 
*cre  adopted.  Suppose  the  witness  be  brougtit  to  the 
^  and  is  heard  by  counsel <  suppose  they  question  the 
poverof  the  House*  and.  In  vindication  of  their  client, 
Co  tnio  the  conduct  of  the  various  members  of  the  select 
<«nnittee,  what  would  be  the  certain  result  f  It  would 
coRtumethe  balance  of  the  session. 

Re  would  again  ask  if  they  could  now  puniah  tbe  wit- 
^  for  contempt.  The  dignity  of  the  House  had  been 
'itttieatedf  the  witness  had  been  brought  to  the  bar,  and 
^iicitly  disclaimed  any  intention  to  commit  a  contempt, 
or  to  be  guilty  of  disrespect  t  owards  the  House.  More- 
^Cff  he  declares  himself  ready  and  willing  to  give  bis 
^wimony  in  the  way  it  is  obtained  from  many  other  wit- 
"cw^'  Mr.  McK.  concluded  by  expressing  a  hope  that 
^  Hoase  would  consume  no  further  time  in  the  matter, 
b^tat  onee  instruct  the  committee  to  take  the  testimony 
"Mr.  Whitney  by  filing  interrogatories. 

Me.  HO\R  eonld  not  understand  the  question  as  the 
tntleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  McKat]  had.  He 
''^  Qiidentood  that  gentleman  aa  saying  that  the  mode 
^folding  this  difficulty  was  already  pointed  out  by  the 
^*pondent.  Well,  what  was  the  course  which  was 
Ponied  out  by  the  respondent^    Why,  he  had  said,  hi 

th  ^^  P'*^>  ^^^  ^®  *^'^  "^^  intend  any  contempt  of 
^be  Houaet  and,  in  the  second  place,  he  had  said  that, 
Provided  tbe  House  would  do  certain  things  which  he 
»*d  indicated,  he  would  be  willing  and  ready  to  testify. 
He  did  not  understand  this  aa  an  indication  of  the  wil- 
H>)ei8  of  this  witness  to  obey  the  commanJ  of  the 
^^enuneot  issued  by  that  House.    Mr.  H.  would  sub- 


mit to  the  House  this  question:  The  witness  had  repre- 
sented to  the  House  that  certain  difficulties  presented 
themselves  to  him,  which  prevented  his  appearing  before 
the  committee,  one  of  which  was  that  he  apprehended 
some  personal  danger;  but  could  this  witness  not  conflde 
in  the  justice  of  the  House,  that  it  would  take  measures 
to  protect  him  from  injury  while  he  was  before  one  of 
its  comtrittees^  Shall  he  assert,  as  a  right,  that  the 
House,  in  the  first  place,  must  adopt  certain  measures 
which  he  had  indicated,  before  he  could  appear  before 
this  committee^ 

Mr.  H.  contended  that  no  individual  in  the  United 
States  had  this  right,  and  that  this  in  itself  was  a  con- 
tempt of  the  Government  of  the  United  States;  and, 
while  this  course  was  persisted  in,  it  appe?.red  to  him 
that  the  House  could  not,  in  a  proper  sense  of  what  was 
due  to  itaelf  and  to  the  Government,  take  any  course 
other  than  to  require  the  witness  to  obey  the  command 
of  the  Government.  He  should  be  as  ready  as  any  one 
to  take  every  proper  measure  to  protect  a  witneas;  be- 
cause a  witness  there  waa  properly  under  the  protection 
of  the  House;  and  if  any  individual  member  of  the  House 
should  undertake  to  do  that  which  was  a  violation  of  its 
protection,  the  law  furnished  a  remedy.  Unquestiona- 
bly the  House  was  under  the  necessity  of  adopting  meas- 
ures to  vindicate  the  rights  of  citizens;  but  it  seemed  to 
him  that  this  wss  not  the  proper  stage  of  the  proceeding 
for  the  consideration  of  thia  qnestton.  It  appeared  to 
him  that  the  only  course  which  it  was  necessary  fur  them 
now  to  pursue,  to  save  the  time  of  the  House,  was  to 
have  a  committee  to  take  testimony,  if  testimony  was  ne- 
cessary. Gentlemen  had  asked,  why  the  necessity  of  ap- 
pointing a  committee  to  make  a  report,  when  that  report 
would  have  to  be  examined  again  by  the  House '  If  this 
objection  was  a  proper  one,  it  would  lie  against  every 
committee  which  was  appointed  by  the  order  of  the 
House;  your  standing  committees  as  well  as  your  select 
committees.  If  it  was  proper  to  have  committees  to  ex- 
amine other  cases,  it  was  proper  to  have  one  to  examine 
thia  caset  and  he  could  see  no  objection  which  would 
lie  against  this  committee,  which  would  not  lie  equally 
against  any  other  committee  of  the  House. 

Mr.  HUNTSMAN  said:  Mr.  Speaker,  it  seems  to  me 
that  to  adopt  the  resolution  of  tbe  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts would  be  acting  prematurely.  Why  appoint 
another  committee  upon  that  subject,  before  we  ascer- 
tain certainly  that  there  may  be  a  disputable  matter  for 
us  to  act  uponf  If  I  understand  the  nature  of  Mr.  Whit- 
ney's plea,  there  are  ttiree  positions  assumed  in  it:  1st, 
he  saya  that  he  intended  no  contempt  to  this  House; 
3d,  that  he  does  not  believe  that  that  summons,  or  prc- 
cess,  which  was  issued  by  tlie  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee, wasa  leg^l  process;  dd,  that  if  the  House  shall  deter , 
mine  that  it  waa,  he  is  willing  to  answer  in  two  ways: 
1st,  that  he  will  answer  any  interrogatories  submitted, 
if  permitted  to  swear  to  them  before  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  as  in  other  cases  of  a  similar  character;  ott  3J, 
that  he  is  willing  to  go  to  the  committee  room,  provi- 
ded the  members  thereof  are  restricted  from  wearing 
arms  during  his  examination.  It  appears  to  me,  sir, 
that,  before  the  appointment  of  any  committee,  the 
House  should  first  determine  upon  his  first  proposition, 
to  wit:  was  the  process  legal?  was  he  bound  to  answer? 
If  the  House  shall  thus  determine,  (as  probably  it  will,) 
that  he  is  bound  to  answer,  he  then  professes  a  willing- 
ness to  answer  in  one  of  the  two  modes.  If  the  House 
shall  determine  to  accept  either  of  the  modes,  then  let 
him  answer,  and  the  question  is  at  an  end.  If  the  House 
shall  determine,  however,  that  neither  of  these  modes 
of  answering  is  acceptable  to  the  House,  then  there 
may  be  a  necessity  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
to  make  auch  rules  for  the  f^overnment  of  Whitney's 
trial  as  may  best  comport  with  that  object.    He  can 
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then  be  beard  by  counsel.  But  if  the  House  shftU  deter- 
mine that  be  may  answer  in  one  of  the  modes  proposed, 
then  much  valuable  time,  much  expense,  will  be  saved, 
that  can  be  bestowed  upon  much  more  valuable  subjects 
than  any  contest  we  can  have  with  Reuben  M.  Whitney. 

There  are  most  of  the  appropriation  billa  yet  to  pass^ 
seven  or  eight  hundred  bills  upon  ^our  table,  and  not 
three  weeks  of  your  session  yet  remams.  The  Tennessee 
land  bill,  which  has  been  here  for  twelve  or  fifteen 
years,  waiting  for  the  action  of  the  House;  and  if  this 
investigation  shall  take  the  range  anticipated,  it  will  oc- 
cupy all  the  balance  of  the  session,  to  the  utter  exclu- 
sion of  all  other  business  whatever. 

Notwithstanding  all  this,  I  have  voted  for  the  inquiry, 
and  all  the  subsequent  proceedings  to  bring  him  before 
the  bar  of  this  House.  Since  this  question  was  last  up» 
1  have  examined  some  of  the  cases  which  have  arisen  in 
this  House  upon  the  subjects  of  contempt.  Ttie  eases 
seem  to  show  that  this  House  has  never  prescribed  sny 
rules  for  the  punishment  of  contempts,  but  a  simple  rep- 
rinsand  of  the  culprit  is  the  extent  of  its  powers.  There 
are  two  remarkable  cases:  the  first  of  Johnson  Ander- 
son, for  an  attempt  to  bribe  a  member  of  this  House. 
That  was  certainly  a  more  flagrant  offence  than  the  re- 
fusal to  appear  before  a  committee  of  the  House  to  give 
testimony.  After  several  weeks'  discussion  and  exami- 
nation of  Anderson's  case,  he  was  found  guilty i  and 
what  then?  Wh^,  sir,  he  was  called  up  before  the 
Speaker,  who,  with  much  gravity,  reprimanded  him.  A 
reprimand,  then,  sir,  is  the  extent  of  the  punishment. 
If  this  is  all,  (as  seems  to  be  generally  understood,)  the 
punishment  you  can  inflict  for  a  contempt,  I  conceive, 
IS  not  only  a  prodigal  waste  of  the  time  and  money  of 
the  people,  but  it  is  worse:  it  is  a  furee  iu:ted  before  the 
people!  it  lessens  the  dignity  of  the  House,  to  be  arrayed 
for  three  weeks  in  a  controversy  with  Reuben  M.  Whit- 
ney; at  the  end  of  which,  suppose  we  find  him  guilty  of 
every  thing  charged,  why,  all  the  punishment  we  can 
inflict  upon  him  is  an  exquisitely  nice-worded  reprimsod 
from  the  Speaker. 

The  next  caae  of  contempt  was  the  case  of  the  hon- 
orable Samuel  Houston.  After  three  weeks'  investiga- 
tion, engrossing  the  time  of  the  House  and  the  money 
of  the  people,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  business,  he 
was  found  guilty  pro  furma,  called  to  the  bar  of  the 
llotite  pro  forma/  and  the  honorable  Speaker,  with  a  de- 
gree of  splendor  and  elegance  seldom  equalled,  pro- 
nounced a  handsome  eulogy  (which  was  merited) 
upon  the  life  and  transactions  of  the  honorable  culprit, 
and  ended  by  saying,  '*  I  am  commanded  by  the  House 
to  reprimand  you,  and  you  %re  reprimandedaccordingly." 
This  was  the  substance  of  the  whole  "vprecisely  like 
Anthony's  oration  over  the  dead  body  of  Cxsar.  After 
bestowing  the  most  handsome  eulogy  ever  delivered 
upon  Czsar,  he  aayt,  **  Yet  Brutus  says  he  (Cxsar)  was 
ambitious;  and  Brutus  is  an  honorable  man."  In  this 
case,  the  honorable  House  says  Mr.  Whitney  has  com- 
mitted a  contempt,  and  the  House  is  composed  of  hon- 
orable men;  and  you,  Mr.  Whitney,  are  reprimanded, 
according  to  order.  It  is  lamentable,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  this  House  has  never  passed  any  lawa  authorizing  a 
more  consummate  punishment  upon  those  who  act  in 
contempt  of  its  authority  than  a  simple  reprimand. 
Let  this  controversy  end  as  it  may,  it  amounts  to  noth- 
ing; or,  in  other  words,  it  is  worse  than  nothing,  for  so 
I  consider  a  reprimand.  I  shall,  therefore,  vote  to  dis- 
pose of  this  case  as  early  as  possible,  so  that  the  House 
can  act  upon  something  that  may  be  beneficial  to  the 
country,  and  not  consume  the  whole  session  in  the  case 
of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  against  Reuben  M. 
Whitney,  or  Rruben  M.  Whitney  against  the  Congress 
of  the  United  Statea.  Of  Mr.  Whitney  1  know  nothing; 
1  never  saw  him,  to  my  knowledge,  before  he  was 


brought  to  -the  bar  of  the  House.  But,  sir,  I  do  not 
wish  this  House  to  be  put  in  such  a  situation  as  it  may 
lose  much  valuable  time,  expend  much  money,  and 
gain  nothing  but  a  reprimand  upon  Reuben. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENQ  hoped  that  the  time  of  the 
House  might  not  be  consumed  in  discussing  this  mere 
mstter  of  form,  as  to  whether  this  subject  should  go  to 
a  select  committee  or  not,  when  the  important  appro- 
priation bills  to  carry  on  the  operations  of  the  GoTcra- 
ment  were  yet  unacted  on.  He  did  not  think  it  wu 
necessary  to  send  this  question  to  a  committee,  sad  be 
appealed  to  the  gentleman  from  Masssehusetts,  [Mr. 
LivcoLV,]  who  had  oflTered  this  resolution,  to  witlidnw 
it,  because  thst  House  could  just  as  well  determine  on 
the  mode  of  proceeding  as  any  seven  members  of  it 
eould  who  might  be  appointed  a  committee  for  this  par- 
poae.  Inasmuch  aa  Mr.  Whitney  was  now  at  the  bar  of 
the  House,  he  trusted  the  House  would  not  permit  this 
question  to  go  to  a  committee,  but  tttat  they  would  de- 
cide it  there,  and  decide  it  promptly.  If  this  sras  not 
done,  the  wheels  of  Government  must  stop,  because  there 
was  no  money  appropriated  for  any  one  branch  of  the 
public  service.  He  hoped  that  thoae  gentlemen  wbo 
had  voted  to  bring  this  individual  to  the  bar  of  the 
House  would  vote  to  dispose  of  bis  case  with  sU  poui* 
ble  despatch. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  said  it  was  foreseen,  before 
the  committee  presented  this  question  to  the  deliberate 
consideration  of  the  House,  that  it  would  aUimaiely  roll 
itself  into  a  question  of  greater  magnitude  for  considen* 
tion  and  determination  tliao  any  question  that  bad  been 
propounded  there  for  a  long  time.  And  why  so/  It  was 
because  the  decision  of  that  House,  and  the  ooune  of 
its  proceedings  in  regard  to  this  queationi  involved  the 
cause  of  free  government  throughout  the  world {  and 
the  action  of  that  House,  upon  a  matter  like  the  one  on- 
der  consideration,  was  to  be  regarded  in  the  history  of 
this  country  as  for  or  against  free  govemmeot. 

Sir,  (continued  Mr.  M.,)  what  apectade  are  ve  pre- 
senting here,  as  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  SUtes,  to  the  consideration  of  all  thoie  nations 
and  countries  with  whom  we  are  on  auch  terms  of  aautf 
and  peace  as  that  they  take  cognisance  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  House?  Are  we  offering  to  them  an  exam- 
ple for  their  imitation?  Or  are  we  offering  to  tb5aja 
spectacle  for  their  ridicule  and  contempt?  Sir,  it  be- 
comes the  dignity  of  th'm  House  to  vindicate  itscbsracter 
as  the  represenUtives  of  this,  the  only  free  nation  of  (be 
earth,  before  a  tribunal  of  the  civilized  world,  in  regam 
to  this  matter.  I  care  not,  therefore,  sir^  when  ibe  na- 
tional characUr  of  th'ia  country,  in  all  future  timeai  »  » 
be  involved,  (which,  upon  first  view,  seems  nottobave 
struck  the  minds  of  all  gentlemen,)  I  say,  sir,  I  csre  not 
what  becomes  of  your  pitiful  appropriation  bills  toeariy 
on  your  Government.  This  question  involves  con'^fj^ 
ations  of  far  higher  import,  and  more  imperioM»ly  ^ 
upon  the  House  to  vindicate  its  character,  ***^.f,^' 
d'lans  of  civil  liberty,  than  all  the  appropriation  baujw 
could  pass  here  from  th'ia  time  to  the  end  of  time. 

Now,  sir,  why  is  this  all  so?  Why,  sir,  you  have  di- 
rected one  of  the  committees  of  this  House  to  ^^r 
investigation.  That  committee,  in  the  course  of  iwuV* 
veatigation,  have  deemed  it  proper  to  take  what  wj 
deemed  to  be  exceptions  to  an  answer  giYcn  ^"^^^ 
witness.  What  was  that  answer?  Was  there  ^^^^ 
in  that  answer,  given  by  that  witness,  whi^  ?^^12 
have  disturbed  the  most  iastklious  member  of  that  cour 
mittee,  in  and  of  itself?  j  l  a#ii- 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Ohio,  here  rose  and  called  the  fj; 
tiemsn  from  New  York  to  order,  on  tbegrouo<io< 
relevancy.  .       •.» 

Mr.  MANN.    The  gentleman  will  reduce  the  V^ 
to  writing. 


1745 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


1746 


Fkb.  13, 1837.] 


CauofR.  M,  Whitney. 


[H.  Of  K. 


Mr.  MASON  understood  the  qaettion  before  the 
House  to  be  on  tbe  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Mmebuaetta. 

Tbe  CHAIK  said  it  was,  and  pronounced  the  course 
of  irgument  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  to  be 
within  the  strict  limits  of  that  subject. 

Mr.  MAXN  resumed.  3ir,  I  will  save  the  gentleman 
tbe  necessity  of  calling  me  to  order,  for  I  will  proceed 
in  order.  I  am  in  order.  I  am  going  on  to  show  why 
the  chartcter  of  this  House  and  the  nation  demand  that 
this  Mouse  of  Representatives  ought  immediately  to  per- 
nit  tbif  examination  of  this  witness,  in  regard  to  the  al- 
leged contempt  for  which  he  stands  now  arraigned  at 
tbe  bar  of  the  House,  under  the  gsze  of  the  American 
people,  f  am  going  on  to  show,  sir,  why  you  should 
epTDiae  the  witness  forthwith,  instead  of  raising  a  com- 
niuee  to  bunt  up  precedents  and  report  forms  and 
OMdes  of  procedure. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  begged  to  explain,  for  he  thought  he 
(lal  been  misunderstood.  Tbe  object  in  raising  the 
conmittee  was  merely  to  report  a  simple  mode  of  pro- 
ceedingr,  and  very  little  delay  would  ensue,  which  would 
be  amply  made  up  by  the  saving  of  time  afterwards. 
Mr.  L.  then  read  his  amendment. 

Mr.  MANN.  I  do  not  misunderstand  the  gentleman, 
ir;bu%in  my  judgment,  his  plan  is  paying  more  re- 
fird  to  shadows  than  to  the  substance.  Now,  is  it  not 
m  tbe  power  of  the  gentleman  himself  to  cross-examine 
the  witnesses f  Would  he  feel  any  reluctance  to  do  it? 
I'm,  sir,  i  will  do  it;  I  can  do  it,  too;  having  bad  a  lit- 
tie  experience  since  this  session  commenced,  ss  well  as 
Umerly,  in  the  cross-examination  of  witnesses  before 
I  comnittee. 

Itaeetfis,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
Qcbusetts  does  not  choose  to  appear  here  as  a  prosecu- 
'cr  in  this  ease,  and  that  is  the  reason  he  wsnts  this  res- 
siution  adopted.  Now,  I  ssk  the  gentleman  not  to 
^Hrink  from  the  rt-sponsibility  of  coming  here  with  a 
^ution,  and  moving  the  arrest  of  this  witness.  I 
f^tetiv  what  would  be  the  result.  I  foresaw,  before 
'he  committee  left  their  room  with  their  report,  that  this 
vu  to  become  one  of  the  most  important  questions,  in 
^nl  to  the  chsracter  of  the  American  Congress,  pre- 
Knted  for  a  long  time.  It  is  to  be  decided  here,  and 
for  the  approval  and  approbation  of  the  civilized  world, 
vbetber  a  witness  shall  be  compelled  to  go  before  a 
f<WQittc6  whose  members  stand  with  arms  in  their 
atodi  to  protect  themselves  for  what  that  committee 
^1  deem  wrong. 

'  3*^1  (continued  Mr.  M.,)  bring  the  person  accused  to 
your  bar,  uid  give  him  an  opportunity  of  placing  his 
^"KiicatioQ  before  this  House,  and  in  the  hearing  of 
^hinemberof  it.  If  there  ever  was  an  occasion,  if 
•|>ere  ever  will  be  another  occasion,  for  demanding,  at 
''"  hands  of  this  House,  and  at  the  expense  of  every 
!»oment  of  its  tinne  from  this  to  the  end  of  the  session, 
■noretban  tbe  present,  then  I  cannot  conceive  one.  I 
'^^  however,  promise  to  relieve  the  gentleman  from 
HisiKbtisetts  [Mr.  LiircoLirl  from  the  office  he  seems 
cnwiHin^  to  assume  upon  himself.  If  he  does  not 
j 'Oose  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  coming  here  in 
Wr  of  that  resolution,  as  well  as  myself,  fur  I  agreed 
<^  the  resolution  of  calling  tbe  witness  here,  then  I  will 
l^t&e  the  Unties  alternately,  and  in  vindication  of  what 
I  deem  to  be  just  to  tbe  character  of  this  House,  that  of 
'''}t toting  the  roost  scrutinizing  and  most  careful  cross- 
eximination  of  these  witnesses  in  regard  to  what  the  ac- 
c'i<ed  has  intimated  here,  f^t  it  be  determined  by  this 
^''u&e,  let  it  be  determined  before  the  eyes  not  only  of 
'-IS  country  but  of  every  civilized  country  of  the  earth, 
voether  the  proceedings  of  this  House  are  to  be  vindi- 
^'ed,  and  asserted,  and  maintained;  and  in  what  man- 
ner those  proceedings  are  to  be  asserted,  vindicated. 

Vol,  xiiL— no 


maintained,  and  carried  on.  Sir,  it  is  due  to  the  world 
that  we  should  tell  them  that,  as  gusrdians  of  the  rights 
of  our  own  citizens,  as  well  as  maintainera  of  the  cause 
of  free  .government  every  where,  we  should  point  out 
here,  from  the  very  temple  of  liberty  itself,  what  ought 
to  be  done. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  M.  said  he  would  not  spend  one 
single  moment  in  instituting  an  inquiry  into  forms  of 
proceeding,  but  he  was  for  calling  upon  the  accused 
at  once  to  enter  upon  his  defence,  give  him  his  counsel, 
and  let  that  counsel  cross-examine  the  witnesses. 

Mr.  VANDEKPOEL  said  that  the  question  before 
us  was,,  what  were  the  relative  merits  of  the  two  propo- 
sitions?—>the  one  made  by  tbe  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
aetss  [Mr.  LiircoLir]  and  the  other  by  the  gentleman 
from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Gholsok.]  He  had  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that,  unless  a  better  plan  was  suggested  than 
that  which  was  presented  by  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, he  would  vote  for  the  resolution  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Mississippi.  Expedition  in  this  matter  was 
certainly  an  object.  We  might  talk  as  much  as  we 
pleased  about  the  vast  importance  of  this  subject;  about 
its  connexion  with  the  cause  of  free  government 
throughout  the  world.  For  his  (Mr.  V's)  part,  he 
could  not  regard  it  as  being  of  sufficient  importance  to 
juatify  us  in  such  a  consumption  of  time  with  it  as  to 
put  in  jeopardy  the  general  appropriation  bills. 

Tbe  wheels  of  Government  must  be  kept  in  motion. 
Our  days  here  were  almost  numbered;  and  if  there  was 
not  a  general  disposition  here  to  despatch  this  matter, 
your  appropriation  bills  were  most  assuredly  in  danger. 
Why,  then,  instead  of  proceeding  immediately  with  the 
case,  refer  the  matter  back  to  a  select  committee,  for 
the  purpose  of  reporting  to  us  the  form  of  proceeding 
we  should  pursue  f  The  Chair  could  appoint  a  commit- 
tee to  examine  witnesses  on  the  part  of  this  House. 
The  gentleman  from  Mississippi  would,  no  doubt,  so 
modify  his  amendment  as  to  authorize  the  Speaker  to 
appoint  such  catechists  or  prosecutors,  and  then  we 
could  proceed  immediately  with  the  trial.  The  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  had  told  us  that  be  had  looked 
into  the  precedents,  and  he  bad  doubtless  concocted 
some  plan  of  proceeding.  Let  tbe  gentleman  now  sug- 
gest it  to  us;  and  if  be  (Mr.  V.)  approved  of  it  he  would 
probably  vote  for  it;  but  he  could  not,  and  would  not, 
contribute  to  the  delay  that  would  be  consequent  upon 
the  passage  of  his  resolution.  Mr.  Whitney  had  already 
been  under  arrest  for  two  dayr ;  and  it  was  due  to  him, 
and  to  the  regard  that  we  all  cherished  for  the  liberty  of 
the  citizen,  that  we  should  proceed  in  the  matter  with 
tbe  least  practicable  delay. 

Mr.  LANE  said,  to  his  mind,  the  question  presented 
to  the  House  is  a  plain  one,  so  far  as  it  legarded  the 
course  to  be  adopted  in  relation  to  the  case  as  it  now 
stands.  The  defendant  has  been  brought  to  the  bar  of 
the  House,  to  answer  for  an  alleged  contempt  in  not 
giving  evidence  before  one  of  its  committees.  To  which 
he  snswers,  that  he  intended  no  contempt  to  this  House, 
and  manifested  his  perfect  willingness  to  give  evidence 
before  the  committee,  provided  they  shall  appear  un- 
armed, or  that  he  will  appearand  answer  interrogatories 
submitted  before  a  justice  of  the  peace. 

The  defendant,  Mr.  Whitney,  stands  before  this  House 
purged  of  all  contempt;  and  the  only  remaining  question 
is  to  examine  witnesses  for  the  purpose  of  informing  the 
House  whether  the  reasons  alleged  are  or  are  not  true, 
in  order  to  enable  the  House,  ss  judges  in  this  case,  to 
come  to  a  correct  conclusion  whether  the  defendant 
ought  to  be  protected  or  nut. 

This  would  be  the  proceeding  in  a  court  of  law,  when 
brought  up  before  the  court.  If  he  disclaimed  all  con- 
tempt, and  gave  his  reasons  for  not  obeying  the  process 
of  the  court,  witnesses  would  be  called  upon  and  ex- 
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amined  as  to  the  truth  of  the  excuse;  if  a  good  one»  there 
is  an  end  of  the  whole  proceeding,  and  the  accused  is  in- 
stantly discharged. 

There  can  be  no  necessity  for  a  committee  to  report 
rules  of  proceeding.  Let  us  come  at  it,  at  once,  by 
permitting  the  defendant  to  call  witnesses  to  tlie  bar  gf 
the  House,  to  prove  the  truth  uf  his  excuse. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  L.,)  if  one  half  the  defendant  hns 
stated  be  true,  in  relation  to  what  took  place  before  the 
committee,  to  his  mind,  the  said  R.  M.  Whitney,  the  de- 
fendant, would  not  only  stand  blameless  before  this 
House  and  the  nution,  but  in  all  things  justified.  That 
be  held  obedience  and  protection  go  together;  the  one 
withheld,  and  the  other  ceases.  That  he  held  no  one 
ought  to  be  called  upon  to  appear  before  a  hostile  and 
armed  tribunal. 

Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  had  but  a 
word  or  two  to  offer.  It  seemed  to  him  that  when 
the  two  propositions  wfere  gravely  considered*  there 
could  be  no  difficuliy  in  the  minds  of  gentlemen 
us  to  which  ought  to  be  adopted.  What  were  the 
facts?  Mr.  Whitney  had  been  brought  to  that  House 
upon  a  resolution  charging  him,  or  rather  which  requtr* 
ed  him  to  answer  in  regard  to  an  alleged  contempt  com- 
mitted by  him  against  that  House:  in  the  first  place,  in 
failing  to  appear  before  one  of  its  committees,  when 
summoned  for  that  purpose;  and,  in  the  second  place,  in 
regard  to  a  letter  written  by  him  to  the  committee,  which 
is  supposed  to  contain  an  insult. 

Well,  be  had  been  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  House; 
and  what  was  then  further  proposed  to  be  done?  It  was 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Linoolh]  that  a  committee  should  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  mode  proper  fur  the  House  to  pursue  in 
regard  to  tbe  investigation  of  these  facts.  The  other 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  [Mr. 
Gholsoii ]  propose  d  that  they  should  proceed  at  once 
to  tbe  examination  of  witnesses.  Now,  upon  what 
subject  did  the  gentleman  propose  to  hear  witnesses? 
Mr.  Whitney  had  sent  to  the  House  a  letter,  which  Mr. 
C.  had  not  heard  read,  but  which  he  understood  to  con- 
tain charges  against  members  of  another  committee,  and 
that  he  was  unwilling  to  go  befor*  the  committee  which 
had  summoned  him  unless  the  House  would  pass  an  order 
that  the  members  of  that  committee  should  not  be  armed. 
He  states  that  he  is  unwilling  to  go  before  that  committee 
unless  the  House  pass  such  an  order,  but  that  he  was  wil- 
ling to  ^o  before  a  magistrate,  and  there  swear  hisanswers 
to  such  interrogatories  as  the  committee  may  file.  Now, 
suppose  the  last  gentleman's  [Mr.  Guolsou 's]  proposition 
should  be  adopted,  where  would  the  inquiries  extend' 
Would  they  not  extend  directly  to  the  fact  as  to  whether 
this  committee  should  be  armed  or  not?  And  as  to 
whether  this  committee  was  a  safe  tribunal  for  a  witness 
to  appear  before?  Mr.  C.  would  ask  whether  such  an 
offer  was  not,  of  itself,  an  insult  to  the  American  Con- 
giess'  What!  was  it  a  proper  subject  of  inquiry, 
whether  the  Speaker  of  that  House  had  constituted  a 
committee  that  met  armed  to  the  teeth?  Surety  the 
gentlemen  did  not  mean  to  institute  such  an  ii.quiry  as 
that! 

Again:  should  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  be 
adopted,  might  it  not  happen  that,  instead  of  inquiring 
into  the  alleged  contempt  committed  by  Mr.  Whitney, 
they  would  be  drawn  off  into  an  investigation  of  the 
scene  that  took  place  before  another  committee?  And 
thar,  in  fact,  instead  of  going  on  with  the  inquiry  against 
Mr.  Whitney,  it  would  re&ult  in  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct 
of  members  of  tbac  House,  not  in  the  committee  before 
which  he  was  summoned  to  appear,  but  before  another 
committee?  For  these  and  other  reasons,  Mr.  C.  was 
in  favor  of  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts. 


Mr.    GHOLSON  would  answer  the  gentleman  by 
telling  him  what  his  object  was  in  offering  his  resolution. 
He  had  understood  this  whole  proceeding  against  Mr. 
Whitney  to  hive  grown  out  of  his  refusal  to  appear  be- 
fore the  committee;  for  which  refusal  he  (the  witnesi) 
had  assigned  certain  reasons,  then  before  the  Housf. 
Now,  Mr.  G's  object  was  to  have  witnesses  examined  to 
inquire,  on  the  part  of  the  House,  into  the  truth  of  tlic 
facts  or  statements  set  forth  by  Whitney  to  the  Hou^e, 
and  given  by  him  as  his  reasons  for  refusing  to  obey  the 
summons  of  the  committee.     If  the  House  should  think 
the  reaiions  good,  why,  discharge  him.    If  tbe  House 
should  be  of  opinion,  however,  that  the  reasons  were  in- 
sufficient, why,  they  would  not  discharge  him.  Tbiswis 
the  quickest,  readiest,  and  most  simple  wsy  of  reschini^ 
the  point.   Moreover,  Mr.  G.  was  as  willing  that  the  con- 
duct  of  a  member  of  that  House  should  be  inquired  into 
(  as  that  of  any  other  American  citizen. 

Mr.  CALHOON  should  not  be  disposed  to  go  into  sn 
inquiry  tk  to  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  any  statement 
which. this  witness  had  made.     He  considered  that  it 
was  not  a  proper  course  to  go  into  an  investigation  uf 
the  conduct  of  members  of  the  select  committee.    The 
proper  course,  he  thought,  would  be  to  appoint  s  com- 
mittep,  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  report  a  mode  i>i 
proceeding  before  the  House.     But  if  gentlemen  i»w 
proper  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  members  of  (hat 
House—into  their  object  in  certain  transactions,  and  into 
the  object  of  the  Speaker  in  appointing  members  of 
that  House  on  committees,  who  were  not  proper  persons 
for  witnesses  to  appear  before — he  had  no  objection  to  »t. 

Mr.  HARDIN  would  vote  for  the  original  resolution 
and  against  the  amendment.  He  had  been  trying  to 
bring  himself  to  support  the  amendment,  but  could  not 
do  so.  On  last  Friday,  after  a  lengthy  debate,  they  baJ 
directed  the  Speaker  to  issue  his  warrant  to  take  that 
individusl  hito  custody,  and  bring  him  before  the  bar  o| 
the  House;  and  Mr.  H.  thought  that  was  the  identical 
place  to  hear  him.  I'his  witness  now  proposed  giving 
his  rea*>ona  why  he  had  not  appeared  before  the  com- 
mittee; and  why  not  hear  him^  Gentlemen  had  urged! 
upon  the  House  the  necessity  of  aending  this  sobjcct 
back  to  a  committee.  Well,  suppose  it  was  sent  to  a 
committee,  the  witness  would  have  to  appear  before 
that  committee;  and  hnw  could  he  appear  before  a  com^ 
mittee  when  he  was  in  tbe  custody  of  the  Sergeant-at^ 
arms?        -  I 

Mr.  LINCOLN  explained  that  he  had  merely  brrug^* 
this  subject  to  the  consideration  of  the  House,  and  thai 
he  had  no  personal  feelings  on  the  matter. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  did  not  mean  toinbinuaU 
that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  been  opera 
ted  upon  by  any  sinister  motives. 

Mr.  BELL  presumed  it  was  the  intention  of  ever^ 
;  gentleman  tu  have  this  question  put  in  such  a  situatioi 
as  to  despatch  it  as  speedily  as  it  could  possibly  be  d^-n^ 
with  justice  to  the  individual  who  had  been  broitgUt  li 
the  bar  of  the  House,  and  to  the  House  itself.  Tl*| 
gentleman  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Gholso^c]  proposii 
immediately  to  proceed  to  the  examination  of  witnes>cj 
but  that  gentleman  must  see  that  the  proposition  of  tij 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Lincolw]  voultl  ix 
interfere  with  his  proposition.  Mr.  B.  washed  to  in 
press  upon  the  House  the  importance,  in  an  economic 
point  of  view,  of  adopting  the  proposition  of  the  gcntli 
man  from  Massachusetts,  as  the  House  could  ()ro€e4 
with  infinitely  greater  despatch  in  this  way  than  *i 
other.  As  he  understood  the  proposition  ff  that  c^ 
tieman,  the  committee  proposed  to  be  rai«cd  cuuld 
once  determine  on  the  mode  of  procteding  without 
delay  of  ten  minutes,  and  then  the  House  would  be  pt 
pared  to  proceed  regularly  with  the  examination  of  vi 
nesses. 
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It  voold  be  obsenred*  by  the  statement  of  the  wit- 
ness himself,  that  the  whole  difficulty  had  grown  out  of 
the  fears  be  entertained  of  violence  being  committed 
upon  him  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee.  As  soon 
14  a  committee  slioiild  be  instituted,  and  the  mode  of 
priiceeding  determined  on,  Mr.  B.  would  propose  to 
Uke  1  step  to  terminate  all  this  diflPtCulty,  which  would 
be' to  eximine  Mr.  Whitney  at  the  bar  of  the  House; 
ind,  if  be  would  state  that  he  was  really  in  fear  of  vio- 
icncp  from  the  chairman  of  this  select  committee,  then 
Mr.  B.  would  move  that  the  Speaker  direct  the  Ser- 
Ki'antmt-srma  to  attend  himt  and  protect  him  from  vio- 
If'nce.  Mr.  B.  understood  this  to  have  been  the  reason 
\S  ttie  witness,  that  he  would  have  attended  before  the 
rommittee  but  for  fear  of  violence;  and,  in  that  case,  he 
tliofig^it  it  was  the  duty  of  the  House  to  protect  a  wit- 
neu;  and  if  he  would  state  on  oath  that  this  was  the 
rnun  he  had  failed  to  appear  before  the  committee, 
Mr.  B.  would  consider  it  the  duty  of  the  House  to  pro- 
tect bim.  He  hoped  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  then  moved  to  amend  Mr. 
r.8ouox*s  resolution,  by  adding  to  the  end  thereof  the 
lollowing: 

"And  that  a  committee  of  Bve  be  appointed  by  the 
^petker,  to  examine  such  witnesses  on  the  part  of  the 
Hottfle." 

Ur.  GHOLSON  accepted  the  modification* 

Mr.  Li  SCO LH 'a  amendment  was  then  dis^igreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  original  resolu- 
tion, 

Mr.  BOON  remin'led  the  House  that,  when  this  sub- 
ject wfts  under  consideration  on  Friday  last,  he  had  pre- 
ilcied  the  difficulties  that  would  arise.  He  was  now 
tiappy  to  find  that  some  gentlemen  at  least  had  changed 
liter  opinion  since  the  vote  they  gave  that  Reuben  M. 
Whitney  should  be  brought  there.  Now,  would  tliis 
r^'ult,  as  some  gemlemen  had  intimated  and  designed, 
-'ithat  individual's  being  reprimanded  by  the  Speaker? 
•VIeut  it  bad  not  yet  become  matter  of  record}  no,  nor 
nen  reduced  to  a  certainty  that  it  ever  would  be.  If  a 
i*v  were  in  eziatence»  or  should  be  passed,  defining  the 
'iture  of  contempts,  he  (Mr.  B.)  would  go  to  arrest  any 
individual  gudty  of  them,  be  he  whom  he  might.  Tdl 
I'Jch  a  law  should  be  passed,  he,  however,  would  never 
P^e  his  vote  to  bring  any  man  before  tJiat  House  for 
coLtempt. 

The  CHAIR  reminded  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 
iUt  the  propoaition  then  pending  did  not  open  the  wtiole 
ii^rits  of  the  question. 

Mr.  BOON  said  he  would  submit  one  that  should  open 
'I'C  whole  merits;  and  he  sent  it  to  tlie  Clerk's  table  to 
^cfead,  as  follows: 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  **Jie3olvedt*'  and  insert, 
"Thit  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  now  at  the  bar  of  this 
Ho'ite,  be  forthwith  discharged  from  the  custody  of  the 
Sergeant^t-wms." 

Mr.  B.  bopedy  he  said,  when  the  proper  time  arrived, 
ty  yets  and  naya  would  betaken  ou  this  proposition. 
Notwithstanding  the  remark  of  the  distinguished  gentle- 
nan  from  New  York,  [Mr.MAWic,]  that  he  considered 
il*e  pitiful  appropriation  bilU  for  the  support  of  t4ie  Gov- 
rrnioent  as  nothing  compared  with  the  aettlement  of 
^'^  I  qoestiooy  Mr.  B.  Aust  be  allowed  to  say  that,  when 
thenibject  before  the  House  was  compared  with  the 
l'c«t  general  interests  of  the.  country,  the  case  of  Ucu- 
^i^M.  Whitney  and  the  select  committee  in  the  room 
btlow  sunk  into  utter  insignificance.  Why,  there  was 
^  e  single  question,  in  which  the  Weatern  country  was 
'■•Jfresicd,  (ihc  l»nd  bill,)  ijiat  was  paramount  to  a  hun- 
uffd  Reuben  Whitney  caaes  of  thia  kind}  nay,  more,  he 
wotildiayaihousand. 

Mr.  tt.  Hsw  no  necessity  for  detaini«»gthe  House,  at  Ihe 


sacrifice  of  all  the  buainess  of  the  country,  any  further. 
I'he  pris')ner  at  the  bar  had  told  them  that  he  wished  to 
be  heard  by  counsel,  and  it  was  understood  out  of  doors 
that  he  had  selected  two  of  the  most  diutinguished  gen- 
tlemen in  the  country  as  his  counsel;  and  if  they  were 
to  be  heard  at  length,  as  they  assuredly  will  if  the  House 
entered  upon  the  stibject,  then  this  question  would  not 
be  settled  in  sis  solemn  dsys(  for  the  counsel  would 
occupy  at  least  two,  and  each  of  the  committee  to  be  ap- 
pointed will  probably  speak,  and  then  the  balance,  or  a 
certain  proportion  of  the  two  hundred  and  forty  Repre- 
aentatives,  would  take  that  opportunity,  also,  to  maintain 
their  rights  there.  The  truth  was  he  feared  that  the 
residue  of  the  session  would  be  consumed  by  it.  After 
some  further  remarks,  Mr.  B.  concluded  by  moving  the 
substitute  above. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  said  he  had  voted  against  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  to  bring  Reu- 
ben M.  Whitney  before  the  House,  for  an  alleged  con- 
tempt in  refusing  to  appear  before  the  committee  of 
which  an  honorable  member  from  Virginia  is  the  chair- 
man; and  he  had^done  so  because  he  did  not  wish,  at  thia 
late  st^ge  of  the' session,  when  so  much  important  busi- 
ness remsined  to  be  acted  on,  to  go  into  an  examination 
of  the  embarrassing  and  difficult  question  of  an  alleged 
contempt  of  tiie  House,  by  refusing  to  appear  before 
one  of  its  committees;  but,  as  a  majority  of  the  House  had 
determined  to  bring  the  accused  before  them,  he  cheer- 
fully submitted  to  their  decision. 

Whether  the  accuaed  had  acted  contemptuously,  and 
how  far  h'*s  conduct  was  reprehensible,  if  stall,  depend- 
ed upon  the  facts  which  would  be  elicited  from  the  ex- 
amination of  witnesses;  and  he  was  therefore  opposed, 
at  present,  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  In- 
diana, which  directed  the  accused  to  be  discharged  from 
the  custody  of  the  Sergeant-at-arms,  and  would  go  for 
the  resolution  of  the  member  from  Mississippi,  and  as- 
certain satisfactorily  such  facts  as  would  enable  ttie  House 
to  Judge  correctly  of  the  conduct  of  the  accused,  and  to 
determhie  whether  he  is  excusable  or  not  in  his  refusal 
to  appear  before  the  aelect  committee. 

Mr.  A.  said  they  could  not  shut  their  eyes  to  what 
had  transpired  in  another  committee i  and  that  the  pres- 
ent chairman  of  the  select  committee,  before  which  the 
accused  refuses  to  sppear,  was  one  of  the  members  of 
the  former  committee,  in  wliich  a  difficulty  arose  be- 
tween a  friend  of  the  present  chairman  [Mr.  Wisa]  and 
the  accused;  and  on  that  occasion  the  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Virginia  stated  to  this  House  that  <*ihe  wit- 
ness had  bis  right  hand  in  his  pantaloons  pocket;  that  he 
expected  him  to  draw  a  deadly  weapon  on  his  friend; 
that  he  watched  the  motion  of  that  right  arm,  the  elbow 
of  which  could  be  seen  by  him,  ami,  had  it  moved  one 
inch,  he  (Whitney)  had  died  upon  the  spot;  that  was 
his  determination ." 

He  would  like  to  know,  from  the  wilnesses  who  might 
be  examined,  all  the  fxcis  in  relation  to  this  matter,  so 
that  the  House  might  determine  whether  Mr.  Whitney 
had  any  apprehension  of  being  assaulted,  or  had  any  fear 
operating  on  his  mind,  sufficient  to  excuse  h'.m  from  ap- 
pearing before  tbe  committee;  he  would  also  be  able  to 
judge,  from  the  testimony,  whether  there  was  any  good 
and  aufficient  ground  for  apprehension  of  danger  on  the 
part  of  the  witness.  If  he  placed  himself  in  such  a  situ- 
ation as  to  be  exposed  **  to  die  on  the  spot,"  if  he  firmly 
believed  his  life  was  in  danger,  or  if  he  really  supposed 
that  he  sutijected  himself  tu  personal  injury,  Mr.  A.  said 
he  would  never  vote  to  bring  him  befo'C  that  committee; 
but  if,  on  the  contrary,  it  was  a  mere  idle,  vague,  and  un- 
authorized fear,  and  there  waa  no  just  ground  of  appre- 
hension, in  such  case  the  witness  should  be  compelled  to 
appear  to  give  evidence.  Our  laws  have  reKpcct  to  tjie 
intention  of  those  who  violate  ihcm,  und  tliey  never  pun- 
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iah  for  crime  or  contempt,  unlest  there  is  an  intentiont] 
violation.  By  our  Po&t  Office  Taws,  robbery  of  the  mail, 
where  the  life  of  the  carrier  is  put  in  jeopardy,  ia  pun- 
ishable with  death;  but  if  ihe  carrier's  life  is  not  put  in 
jeopardy,  the  punishment  is  only  fine  and  imprisonment. 
In  the  case  before  us,  after  obtainips^  the  evidence,'  we 
sffall  be  able  to  determine  whether  tlie  life  of  Mr.  Whit- 
ney was  in  jeopardy;  or,  if  not,  whether  he  soleu  nly  be- 
lieves, by  goings  before  the  committee,  he  subjects  him- 
self tp  personal  injury. 

When  gentlemen  talk  of  the  indigi>ity  offered  to  the 
House,  by  the  refusal  of  a  witness  to  appear  before  one 
of  its  committees,  and  exclaim  that  there  would  be  an 
end  of  all  investigation  if  such  conduct  is  tolerated,  they 
only  look  at  one  side  of  this  disagreeable  question. 
While  he  admitted  that  all  judicial  and  legislative  tribu- 
nals are  hound,  in  honor,  to  assert  and  maintain  their 
rights  and  privileges,  and  to  enforce  obedience  to  all  their 
lawful  mandates,  yet  they  are  equally  bound,  by  every 
principle  of  juatice  and  equity,  to  protect  and  shield 
>verv  witnesa  that  comes  before  them  from  the  least  per- 
sonal danger,  from  the  slightest  apprehension  for  his 
safety  and  perfect  security. 

Can  it  be  imagined  for  s  moment  that  a  witness  would 
tell  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth, 
when  hia  mind  is  agitated  by  fear,  and  when  he  ia  under 
compulsion  and  restraint }  What  reliance  could  be  placed 
on  testimony  obtained  from  one  who  considers  himself  in 
danger  from  those  before  whom  he  is  giving  evidenced 
It  would  be  much  better  to  let  him  go  before  a  magis- 
trate, and  answer  such  interrogatories  as  might  be  pro- 
pounded to  him{  and  the  testimony  thus  taken  would 
have  much  more  effect  in  producing  conviction.  '  Every 
individual  has  the  natural  right  to  protect  himself  from 
insult  and  injury.  His  life,  his  body,  health  andreputa* 
tion,  are  peculiarly  within  hia  own  protection;  and  no 
tribunal  should  have  the  power  to  violate  these  natural  in- 
defeisible  rights;  and  no  man  ahould  be  compelled  to  ap- 
pear before  any  tribunal  when  he  wai  placed  in  jeopar- 
dy of  life  or  limb.  If,  on  investigation,  it  ahould  be 
found  that  Mr.  Whitney  had  no  reasonable  ground  to 
apprehend  injury,  then  the  House  could  adopt  such 
course  as  would  vindicate  its  privileges  and  assert  its 
rights;  but  if  it  should  turn  out  that  he  had  good  cause 
to  withhold  obedience  to  the  summons  of  the  committee, 
then  he  would  vote  to  discharge  him  from  custody. 

In  the  answer  of  the  accused  to  the  summons  of  the 
committee,  he  expresses  himself  as  perfectly  willing  to 
answer  interrogatories  before  a  magiatrate,  or  to  appear 
and  answer  before  the  committee,  if  they  prevent  the  car- 
rying of  dangeroua  weapons  in  the  committee  room. 
This  Mr.  A.  considered  a  reasonable  request,  from  what 
had  tranapired,  as  the  witness  could  aa  fully  answer  in 
this  mode  as  if  he  were  in  the  presence  of  the  committee, 
becauae  he  believed  the  practice  of  similar  committees 
was  to  put  all  qncations  in  writing,  and  receive  answers 
in  the  same  manner.  But  if  the  House  should  decline 
to  adopt  this  proposition,  they  could  protect  the  witness, 
as  their  duty  required  them  to  do,  by  preventing  dan- 
gerous weapona  from  entering  the  committee  room. 

In  concluaion,  Mr.  A.  observed  that  the  House  having 
resolved  on  proaecuting  thia  aubject  of  contempt,  he  was 
willing  to  hear  all  the  facts  and  circumstances  connected 
with  it,  and  ascertain  whether  the  accused  considered 
himself  in  a  atate  of  duresse,  and  entitled  to  the  protec- 
*  tion  of  the  House,  or  whether  it  was  a  mere  pretext  on 
*  hia  part  to  avoid  giving  testimony  before  the  committee. 
When  the  '<  truth  and  whole  truth"  ahould  come  to 
light,  we  could  act  as  become  the  dignity  and  honor  of 
the  representatives  of  a  free  and  enlightened  people. 

Mr.  CHAPIN  moved  to  amend  the  modified  reaolu- 
tion  of  Mr.  Gholsoit,  by  adding  to  the  end  thereof  the 
following: 


'*  That  the  questions  pot  shall  be  reduced  to  writing 
before  proposed  to  the  witness,  and  that  the  answers  be 
also  reduced  to  writing.  Every  question  put  by  any 
other  member  of  the  committee  shall  be  reduced  to  wri- 
ting by  such  member,  and  be  propounded  to  the  witness 
by  the  Speaker,  if  not  objected  to;  but  if  any  question 
shall  be  objected  to,  or  any  testimony  offered  shall  be 
objected  to,  by  any  member,  the  member  so  objecting, 
and  the  accused  or  his  counsel,  shall  be  withdrawn;  after 
which,  the  question  shall  be  decided  without  fiirtbir  de- 
bate. If  parole  evidence  is  cffered,  the  witnesses  iball 
be  sworn  by  the  Speaker,  and  be  examined  at  the  bar, 
unlesa  they  are  members  of  the  House,  in  which  case 
they  may  be  examined  in  their  placea." 

Mr.  CHAPIN  said  hia  object  in  offering  the  amend- 
ment proposed  was  to  save  time,  and  prevent  the  con- 
fusion which  must  necesssrily  result  from  proceeding 
with  the  trial  of  the  accused  without  establishing  some 
rules  to  govern  the  action  of  Ihe  House.    This  proposi- 
tion accompliahea  directly  what  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  I«ircolh]  designed  to  do  bjr 
raising  a  committee  to  report  forthwith  a  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding.    We  are  admonished  by  the  chairman  of  tbe 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  [Mr.  Cam BmxtiNe]  that 
the  important  appropriation  billa  are  in  danger  of  hm% 
lost  by  the  waste  of  time  in  adhering  to  established 
forma,  and  that  no  obstacles  should  be  thrown  in  the 
way  of  a  prompt  decision  of  the  case  before  the  House. 
Thia  amendment  imbodies  aubatantially,  the  mode  of 
proceeding  recommended  by  the  committee  of  privi- 
leges, in  the  celebrated  caae  of  Houston,  pending  before 
thta  House,  in  1839.     It  waa  important  to  deterninr, 
preliminarily,  by  whom  the  prosecution  ahould  be  con- 
ducted; in  what  manner  the  queations  should  be  put, 
and  the  answers  given;  whether  orally  or  in  writing;  md 
by  whom  objections  to  the  testimony  should  he  srgued— 
or  the-  whole  proceeding  would  lead  to  confusion  and 
an  interminable  debate. 

Mr.  C.  voted  against  the  reaolution  requiring  Mr. 
Whitney  to  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  this  House.  He 
did  so,  because  the  only  evidence  of  the  refusal  of  tbe 
witness  to  obey  the  summons  of  the  committee,  of  which 
ihe  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wiss]  wis 
chairman,  set  forth  at  length  the  grounds  of  auch  relunit 
and  to  his  mind  they  were  perfectly  satisfactory.  But 
he  would,  for  the  preaent,  waive  the  discussion  on  that 
point;  as  it  involved  the  mertia  of  the  controversy,  it 
would  not  be  in  order  to  discuss  it  in  this  stage  of  the 
proceeding. 

Mr.  C.  aaid  he  would  conclude  by  aaking  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  Mississippi  to  ac^pt  the  amendment 
be  had  offered,  aa  a  modification  of  the  origimil  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  PARKS  aaid  that  he,  as  well  aa  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana,  waa  opposed  to  bringing  this  individual 
before  the  House;  but,  as  he  was  brought  there,  they 
owed  it  to  the  gentlemsn  himself,  and  to  the  House, 
that  he  have  a  hearing.  The  motion  pending  was,  that 
a  committee  of  five  4>e  appointed  to  examine  witnesses 
on  the  part  of  the  Houae;  and  for  the  purpose  of  settling 
the  question,  and  of  ascertaining  whether  they  would 
lay  it  aside,  or  go  on  with  it,  be  moved  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  GHOLSON  appealed  to  Mr.  Parkb  to  withdraw 
the  motion  for  a  moment;  which  he  did;  when  Mr.  G. 
accepted  of  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Cbaptv;  and 

Mr.  PARKS  then  renewed  the  motion  for  the  pi^i- 
oua  question;  which  waa  aeconded  by  the  House:  Teas 
97,  nays  33;  and  the  main  question,  having  been  ordered, 
was  pur,  and  carried,  without  a  diviaion. 

So  the  reaolution,  as  modified,  waa  agreed  to  by  the 
House. 
The  SPEAKER  then  announced  the  committee;  and 
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Mr.  Whitney  vm  tkf^w  brought  in,  the  order  read  to 
hiffl,  tnd  he  put  in  •  liat  of  witnessei  he  requested  to  be 
sunoioned. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  rose  to  protest  against  the  whole 
proeeedingSy  from  the  beginning  to  the  end.  This  was 
the  fint  time  he  had  e^er  seen  an  individual  who  was 
put  upon  his  trial  for  an  alleged  contempt,  in  which  he 
wistboQttobe  authorized  to  summon  witnesses  to  tes- 
tify in  rfgtrd  to  another  matter,  before  he  has  been  call- 
rd  apon  to  purge  himself  of  the  contempt  alleged .  His 
idei  9a,  that  as  Mr.  Whitney  had  refused  to  attend  be- 
fore 1  committee  of  the  House  and  testify,  he  should  be 
^%i]ed  upon  to  testify,  upon  oath,  why  he  did  not  attend 
brfore  that  committee;  and,  after  that,  if  the  House 
ibould  decide  tlut  his  reasons  were  sufficient,  they  of 
cfmrse  would  excuse  him,  and  direct  him  to  be  discharg- 
ed; but  if  he  did  not  answer,  or  if  his  reasons  for  not 
going  before  the  committee  were  insufficient,  they 
7ould  keep  him  in  custody  until  he  did  answer. 

[Mr.  Ttbiiu  submitted  to  the  Chair  whether  the 
«hoie  merits  of  this  question  were  open  for  discus- 
von. 

TbeCHAfH  informed  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
tbit  the  merits  of  the  question  were  liot  now  open  for 
,  dseunion.] 

Hr.  U.  continued.  Thir  witness  had  stated  his  wil- 
fioirness  to  testify,  provided  he  could  do  so  consistent 
with  his  personal  mfety.  As  soon  as  he  testified  upon 
)a(li  IS  to  his  reasons  for  not  appearing  before  the  com- 
isittep,  ind  it  was  ascertained  that  these  reasons  were 
food  reasons  he  purged  himself  of  the  contempt;  but  if 
,  ^e  would  not  take  an  oath  that  his  life  was  in  danger, 
i  <!)e  Mouse  would  be  under  the  necessity  of  keeping  him 
<ii  eustody  until  he  would  testify. 

Ott^  said  Mr.  U.^  suppose  you  bring  this  individual  be- 
fore the  House,  allow  him  counsel,  and  have  a  com- 
I  Bittee  to  put  interrogatories  to  him,  where  was  this 
I  %  to  terminate?  He  considered  that  all  this  difficulty 
I  ^M  be  avoided  by  requiring  Mr.  Whitney  to  state  why 
lod  wherefore  be  did  not  appear  before  the  select  com- 
!  aittee  of  the  House  to  give  evidence;  and  if  his  evidence 
*u  nfficient,  they  were  bound  to  discharge  him.     In 
hisview  of  the  case,  all  the  House  wanted  was  to  know 
vhit  Mr.  Whitney's  feelings  were  in  regard  to  his  re- 
^^  to  sppear  before  the  committee;  and  that  they 
cnild  not  obtain  by  an  examination  of  witnesses. 
,  Mr.  HARRISON*  of  Missouri,  moved  a  reconsidera- 
iMfl  of  the  vote  by  which  the  resolution  in  relation  to 
He-  Whitney  was  adopted;  but  the  motion  was  negi- 
^'»ed;  Yeas  92,  nays  95. 

I^e  respondent  was  then  removed  from  the  bar,  and 
^^t  Hoose  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  other  busi- 

GtB. 

,  SeTeral  petttiona  and  memorials  were  now  presented, 
^  the  reversed  order  of  States  and  Territories;  among 

**ich, 

'Hie  SPEAKER  presented  the  petition  of  Jacob  Grear, 
lilting  that  he  had  in  bis  possession  a  fifty  dollar  note, 
"I^^T  of  the  Continental  Congress,  which  he  prayed 
"^tu  m'tgtit  t>e  paid  in  gold  and  silver. 

Mr.  PATTON  moved  that  the  petition  be  laid  on  the 
'">»i  which  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  McRBON  nnoved  to  reftr  the  petition  to  the 
CoBnoittee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

A  motion  was  made  to  commit  to  the  Committee  on 
Hetolutionsry  Claims. 

Mr.  LAY  moved  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  the  petition  was  refer- 
fw  loihe  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

'he  SPEAKER  presented  the  petition  of  Reuben  M. 
nbiiney,  (accompmied  by  a  letter  requesting  the  Speak- 
'^  M  the  presiding  officer  of  the  House,  to  present  the 
^■■^i)  stating  that  be  had  been  summoned  before  a 


committee  of  the  House,  complaining  of  certain  proceed- 
ings, and  asking  the  House  to  grant  him  redress. 

TEXAS. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  South  Carolina,  presented  the 
petition  of  cit'zens  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  praying 
for  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  Texas;  which 
he  moved  to  refer  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  and  make  it  the  order  of  the  day 
for  next  Tuesday  week* 

Mr.  HOWARD  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs. 

This  petition,  giving  rise  to  debate,  was  laid  over. 

Mr.  LEWIS  then  inquired  of  the  chairman  of  th^ 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  at  what  time  they  might 
expect  a  report  from  that  committee  on  the  subject  of 
the  recogfnition  of  the  independence  of  Texas. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  inquired  if  a  question  of  this  kind 
was  in  order. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that,  by  the  courtesy  of  the  House, 
inquiries  of  this  kind  were  permitted. 

Mr.  HOWARD  then  reminded  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  [Mr.  Lawis]  that  about  a  month  ago  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs  had  directed  him  to  introduce 
a  resolution  calling  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States  for  information  in  regard  to  our  intercourse  with 
Mexico,  as  they  considered  it  to  have  a  direct  bearing 
upon  the  subject  of  our  affairs  with  Texas;  'and  they 
considered  the  information  they  were  to  obtain  by  that 
resolution  as  most  material  in  making  up  an  opinion  in 
relation  to  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  Texas. 

But  when  the  document  called  for  came  before  the 
House,  It  would  be  recollected  that  he  (Mr.  H.)^had 
moved  to  commit  it  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Af- 
fairs{  when  a  motion  was  made  to  accompany  that  ref- 
erence with  instructions { and,  in  consequence  of  this,  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  had  never,  up  to  this  mo- 
ment, had  it  in  their  power  to  get  at  the  information 
contained  in  the  document,  it  being  still  tied  up  in  the 
House.  The  gentleman  from  Alabama  must  therefore 
perceive  that,  as  the  committee  had  not  yet  had  access 
to  these  papers,  it  could  do  nothing  until  this  question 
of  reference  was  settled. 

JOHN  PAUL  JONES. 

Mr.  FINCKNEY  said  he  had  been  requested,  by  a 
number  of  individuals  interested  in  certain  prizes  made 
by  the  late  celebrated  John  Paul  Jones,  to  endeavor  to 
obtain  for  them  the  compensation  to  which  they  were 
respectively  entitled  for  their  services.  In  relation  to 
this  matter,  he  had  applied  for  information  to  the  Treas- 
ury  Department,  and  had  obtained  therefrom  a  state- 
ment respecting  the  prizes  sent  into  France,  which  on 
his  motion  hsd  been  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  House.  It  appeared  from  that  atatement  that  the 
sum  of  twenty  thoussnd  dollars  had  been  received  on  ac- 
count of  the  capttire  of  the  Serapis,  the  Countess  of 
Scarborough,  and  Bnnhomme  Richard,  of  which  by  far 
the  greater  portion  had  been  paid  away,  leavuig  only  a 
smaO  balance  of  three  or  four  thousand  dollars  to  be  di- 
vided amongst  such  of  the  captors  of  those  vessels  as 
may  still  survive.  But  there  was  soother  class  of  cap- 
tures: he  alluded  to  those  that  were  sent  into  Bergen, 
in  Norway,  and  which  were  there  delivered  up  to  the 
English  by  the  Crown  of  Denmark.  It  appeared  to 
him  that  ir  ever  a  reclamation  was  to  be  made  on  Den- 
mark for  the  value  of  those  prizes,  It  was  high  time 
that  a  negotiation  should  be  opened.  He  therefore  ask- 
ed leave  to  offer  a  joint  resolution  on  the  subject. 

Leave  being  granted,  Mr.  P.  then  aeot  to  the  Chair 
the  following  resolution: 

A  joint  resolution  requesting  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  assert  and  prosecute  with  effect  the 
claim  of  the  United  States  sgainst  Denmark  for  the  value 
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gf  the  three  prizes  msde  by  John  Paul  Jones,  in  1779^ 
and  which  were  sent  by  him  into  Berg^en,  in  Norway, 
and  there  delivered  up  to  the  English  by  the  Crown  of 
Denmark. 

Mr.  HOWARD  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  !he  Com- 
miltce  on  Foreign  AflTftirs.  He  was  under  the  impres- 
sion that  it  was  embraced  under  the  last  treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  Denmark. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  had  no  objection  to  the  reference, 
hut  was  perfectly  satisBed  that  those  prizes  had  never 
been  made  the  subject  of  any  treaty  stipulation  with 
Denmark.  The  resolution  submitted  the  propriety  of 
action  to  the  judgment  of  (he  President,  and  he  Imped 
The  committee  would  soon  report  it. 

The  resolution  was  then  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Affiiirs. 

COI.ONIZATION  SOCIETY. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  presented  a  petition  praying  aid  to 
the  Colonization  Society,  which  he  moved  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Atr.  ADAMS  objected,  and  contended  that  the  memo- 
rial should  be  laid  on  the  table,  under  the  order  of  the 
18th  of  January. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  memorial  would  not  come 
under  the  resolution.  Similar  memorials  had  been  pre- 
sented, which,  in  some  instances,  had  been  referred, 
and  in  others  had  been  laid  on  the  table.  In  the  latter 
instance,  the  disposition  was  the  effect  of  a  motion  made 
for  such  purpose. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  the  reading  uf  the  memorial. 

And  the  memorial,  giving  rise  to  debate,  was  then 
ordered  to  lie  over. 

CONTEMPTS. 

Mr.  BEAUMONT,  by  consent,  offered  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  bringing  in  a 
bill  defining  the  offence  of  a  contempt  of  this  House, 
and  to  provide  for  the  punishment  thereof. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  BEAUMONT  and 
ADAMS, 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  the  previous  question, 
and  the  House  seconded  the  call. 

And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now  taken. 

And  the  main  question,  being  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution,  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

So  the  resolution  was  rejected. 

After  the  presentation  and  disposition  of  several  other 
petitions  and  resolutions, 

Tiie  House  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Fkbruabt  14. 
PRINTING  OF  MAPS. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  asked  leave  of  the 
House  to  introduce  a  resolution  regulating  the  duties  of 
the  Clerk  of  the  House.  He  said  that  it  was  usual  for 
the  Clerk,  under  general  orders  pf  the  House  for  print, 
ing  documents  or  other  papers,  to  cause  to  be  printed 
plats  and  maps,  which  cost  annuallv  some  ten  or  fiftee'n 
thousand  dollars,  and  which  were  of  no  use  to  the  House 
or  public,  and  often  printed  without  the  wish  of  even 
the  member  presenting  such  papers  to  the  flouse.  To 
correct  this  evil,  he  asked  leave  to  offer  the  following 
resolution: 

Euohed,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  House  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  directed  to  have  printed  no  map  or  plat,  under 
any  general  order  of  the  House  for  printing  documents, 
or  papers,  and  not  without  a  special  order  of  the  House 
for  that  purpose.  • 

The  House  refused  to  receive  the  resolution  at  that 
time. 


APPROPRIATION  DILLS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRFXENG,  the  House  re- 
solved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  ititr 
of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Pattoit  in  the  chair,)  for  the  pur- 
pose  of  proceeding  to  the  consideration  of  the  annuil 
appropriation  bills — that  for  the  naval  service  bein^ 
pending. 

ARMY  BILL. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  hoped  the  committee  voulJ, 
before  proceeding  to  the  navy  bill,  take  up  the  bill  ma- 
king appropriations  fur  the  support  of  the  army,  and 
concur  in  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  that  bill,  the 
principal  amendment  being  for  the  pay  of  the  Tenses- 
see  volunteers.  He  moved  that  this  bill  be  taken  up; 
which  was  accordingly  dune. 

After  tome  remarks  by  Messrs.  CARTER  and 
WHITTLESEY, 

Mr.  GRAVES  moved  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  ap- 
propriating $75,000  for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of 
the  Kentucky  volunteers,  who  were  called  out  under 
the  orders  of  General  Gaines,  and  received  into  the 
service  of  the  United  Slates,  but  were  immediately  dis- 
chargtd. 

Mr.  G.  advocated  his  amendment  at  some  length,  and 
pointed  out  the  obvious  injustice  there  would  be  in  dra\i'- 
ing  any  line  of  distinction  between  men  having  equil 
claims  upon  the  gratitude  or  consideration  of  the  coun- 
try; and  pointed  out  the  identity  between  the  Tennes- 
see and  Kentucky  volunteers. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  regretted  Vhat 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  had  thought  it  necessary 
to  throw  any  impediment  in  the  way  of  the  passage  ot 
this  bill.  The  volunteers  provided  fur  in  this  bill  h&d 
been  mustered  by  an  officer  of  the  United  States,  and 
received  into  the  public  service,  and  the  muster  rolls  re- 
turned to  the  War  Department,  and,  as  such,  were  enti- 
tled to  their  pay  as  much  ss  the  regular  soldiers  in  the 
army  of  the  United  States.  He  was  not  averse  to  the 
payment  of  the  volunteers  fromr  Kentucky— very  far  from 
it;  they  should  be  paid,  and  will  be  paid;  but  be  apprc 
bended  that  the  distinction  taken  by  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Claims  between  the  class  of  cases  provided 
for  in  this  bill,  and  the  class  proposed  to  be  provided 
for  in  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky} 
merited  the  attention  of  the  committee.  The  latter  class 
had  not  be^n  received  and  mustered  into  the  service  of] 
the  United  States  by  an  officer  of  the  United  States,  norj 
had  a  muster  roll  been  returned.  If  provision  for  iheiij 
payment  is  now  to  be  made,  it  must  be  a  groy  sum^ 
leaving  it  to  the  judgment  of  the  paying  officers  to  de^ 
cide  who  were  entitled,  and  who  were  not  entitled.  In 
the  former  case,  the  troops  were  mustered  and  organ^ 
ized  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  would  b< 
paid  as  such.  In  the  latter  case,  they  were  organized, 
he  presumed,  under  the  laws  of  Kentucky,  which  niglij 
be  altogether  different  from  that  required  by  llie  la«1 
of  the  United  States.  Before  any  appropriation  couK 
be,  therefore,  properly  made,  he  apprehended  the  rollj 
of  the  several  companies  should  be  examined  at  tUj 
War  Department,  and  estimates  furnished  by  that  DC 
partment.  These  volunteers  ought,  as  he  had  before 
said,  to  be  paid,  and  no  doubt  would  be.  Bui  can  wi 
do  it  now  safely  ?  The  Kentucky  volunteers  are  le( 
upon  the  same  footing  with  the  Teaneasee  volunteers 
similarly  situated,  to  be  provided  for  hereafter,  wlui 
proper  information  should  be  received  at  the  Deparj 
ment;  and  he  understood  there  was  perhaps  as  large 
number  not  received,  into  the  service  of  the  Unite 
States  as  those  who  had  been  actually  received  into  tl^ 
service.  Mr.  J.  ezpre&sed  a  hope  that  the  present  bit 
might  be  permitted  to  pass.  None  doubted  the  co| 
rectoess  of  paying  those  provided  for  in  this  bill;  and  Ij 
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did  Dot  (bink  they  ought  to  be  delayed  for  the  want  of 
proper  informttion  in  relation  to  the  other  classi  no 
doubr  equtlly  is  meritorious  as  those  provided  for  in 
this  bill;  and  when  information  shall  be  received  which 
vili  enable  us  to  act  understand! ngly  upon  the  subject, 
he  would  cheerfully  give  his  support  also  to  that  class. 

Af^er  some  further  remarks  by  Messrs.  E.  WHIT- 
TLESEY, CHAMBERS  of  Kentucky,  and  CARTER, 

Mr.  CARTER  moved  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
menfi  providing  that  those  volunteers  of  Tennessee  who 
vere  called  out  and  mustered  at  Athens  should  be  in- 
demnified by  paying  them  three  months'  pay. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  FRENCH,  CAM- 
BBELENG,  WHITTLESEY,  and  GRAVES, 

Hr.  CLAIBORNE,  of  Mississippi,  moved  the  follow- 
ing: amendment  to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Graves: 
"And that  a  like  sum  of  sevenly-five  thousand  dollars  be 
ippropriated  for  the  payment  of  the  Mississippi  volun- 
teers." 

Mr.  C.  said  that,  at  a  very  early  period  of  the  session, 
■  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Shislds]  had  offer- 
ed a  resolution  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  Tcn- 
Ktiee  volunteers.  He  (Mr.  C.)  had  moved  a  modiB- 
caiicn  of  the  resolution,  so  as  to  include  those  citizens  of 
Nitiissippi  who  had  volunteered  under  the  requisition  of 
Grnerai  Gaines.  Tbe  resofution,  so  amended,  went  to 
I  committee;  and  here  is  a  bill  providing  for  the  pay- 
i&eot  of  the  one,  to  the  utter  exclusion  of  the  other.  It 
vi3  a  distinction  which  he  did  not  understand.  It  wore 
^i  appearance  of  an  indignity,  and  would  be  so  con- 
construed  by  his  coiistituents.  He  wished  to  know  why 
tli^^discriroinatign  had  been  made — upon  what  grounds. 

Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  C-,  when  that  requisition 
vasmade,  from  eight  hundred  to  a  thousand  young  men 
5cw  to  the  standard  of  your  country.  They  were  citi- 
•  iKoflhe  first  respectability,  but  most  of  them  without 
fortunes;  many  of  them  pawned  all  that  they  had  of 
emhljr  propertv,  to  equip  themselves  for  services  oth- 
^  vere  supplied  by  the  liberality  of  their  fellow-citi- 
'SMj  my  colleague  himself,  sir,  raised  upon  his  own 
c^dit  upwards  of  three  thousand  dollars,  and  msrched 
iHhe  head  of  a  gallant  troop,  who  panted  for  an  oppor- 
'^niiy  (0  imitate  the  deeds  of  their  fathers  on  the  field 
^  bAtile.  Other  bandk,  oflUcered  by  young  and  chival- 
rott5  spirits,  went  from  Winston,  Noxubee,  Yellobusha, 
l^vndes,  and  other  counties,  and  they  marched  under 
banners  consecrated  by  the  band  of  women,  and  blessed 
»ith  the  benedictions  of  the  lovely  and  the  gifted.  They 
»efe  received  into  service;  they  made  enormous  person- 
"indpecuniaty  sacrifices  to  obey  your  call;  they,  would 
^re  harvested  as  much  honor  in  the  conflict,  it  it  had 
coiie,  as  tbe  volunteers  of  any  other  State;  they  were 
■liibanded  against  their  own  consent,  and  to  their  univer- 
^I  <)isappointment;  and  I  now  demand  fur  them  the 
^]oe  compensation  which  is  provided  for  others  by  this 
^^■^'  I  demand  it,  sir,  as  an  act  of  justice,  not  as  a  chari- 
^)-  We  scorn  your  charity;  we  scorn  all  your  bribes, 
*lKther  ihey  come  in  the  shape  of  appropriations  or 
^nefaciions;  but  I  demand  payment  to  those  patriotic 
'ul'jRtcers,  for  the  expenses  and  privations  they  in- 
'JTed. 

>■'%  said  Mr.  C,  I  am  interposing  no  obstacle  to  the 
?4'«t<e  of  this  bill.  1  will  vote  for  it  in  any  form.  If 
"^y  State  in  this  confederacy  has  strong  claims  upon  the 
tMfcrdrraiinn  of  the  country,  it  is  the  State  of  Tenncs- 
^^-  Her  achievements  on  the  battle  field  have  burnisli- 
t'J  oyr  national  bannt-r  with  imperishable  renown.  His- 
^y  can  never  forget  them.  She  has  produced,  too,  a 
«'»te*man,  wlm,  after  having  rendered  the  most  prc^-em- 
>3cm  services  to  the  cause  of  con&tilu'ional  liberty,  is 
»a'^ut  to  retire  from  his  exalted  station  with  more  of  the 
"mration  of  the  world,  with  more  of  the  confidence 
*o-  affection  of  the  people,  with  more  of  those  qualities 


that  secure  an  undying  fame,  than  any  one  now  living — a 
name,  sir,  that  stands  now,  and  for  after  centuries  « ill 
stand,  a  beacon  for  the  soldiers  of  freedom,  wherever 
human  rights  are  violated  or  man  oppressed: 
**  A  liglit,  a  landmark  on  the  cliffii  of  fame." 
Sir,  continued  Mr.  C,  I  appeal  from  the  committee 
who  reported  this  bill  to  the  House  for  justice.  I  ap- 
pea1,'in  the  names  of  the  volunteers  of  Mississippi  and 
of  Kentucky,  whose  claims  have  just  been  so  ably  and 
eloquently  advocated  by  my  friends  from  'that  State, 
[Messrs.  Gbaves,  Chaxbebs,  and  Underwood.]  I  ap- 
peal to  the  Tennessee  Representatives  themselves,  who 
are  ready  on  every  occasion  to  vindicate,  with  distinguish- 
ed ability,  the  rights  and  honor  of  tlieir  constituents. 
Under  Existing  circumstances,  this  appropriation  may 
not  be  made  ^r  the  volunteers  of  Kentucky  and  Missis- 
sippi. He  did  not  know  whether  he  should  ever  again 
be  honored  with  a  place  in  this  House;  he  might  soon 
himself  become  an  example  of  the  evanescent  and  fleet- 
ing nature  of  popularity;  but  he  gave  notice  to  the  com- 
mittee, that  whether  he  was  here  to  assert  the  rights  of 
his  constituents,  or  whether  they  should  send  a  mure  el- 
oquent advocate,  this  claim  would  be  pressed,  would  be 
insisted  upon,  until  justice  should  be  rendered. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  explained,  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Claibobub,  that  the  committee  had  applied  to  the 
War  Department,  and  had  received  for  answer  that  no 
returns  or  muster  rolls  had  been  transmitted  to  the  De- 
partment by  the  proper  officers  in  Mississippi;  and,  until 
those  returns  were  made,  the  committee  could  not  act 
in  the  case  of  the  Mississippi  volunteers.  They  had  no 
data  at  all  to  act  upon.  The  fault  was  not  with  the  com- 
mittee, but  with  the  Slate  authorities. 

After  some  further  remarks  by  Messrs.  ALFORl), 
BELL.  CAMHRELENG,  WHIITLESEY,  C.ALLAN, 
and  LAWLER, 

Mr.  GRAVES  modified  his  amendment  so  as  to  make 
an  appropriation  for  all  volunteers  who  had  turned  out 
and  been  accepted  by  the  Governors  of  the  different 
States,  under  the  call  for  volunteers  by  General  Gaines. 
Mr.  DUNLAF  said:  Mr.  Chairman,  the  Senate's 
amendment  only  appropriates  money  that  is  due  to  the 
volunteers  of  Tennessee,  who  «ere  mustered  into  ser- 
vice and  immediately  discharged.  T*lie  act  of  1836  pro- 
vides that  alt  those  volunteers  who  entered  the  service 
of  the  United  States  should  be  paid  for  six  months'  clo- 
thing, and  that  sum  is  due  them  immediately  on  their  en- 
tering into  the  service.  This  amendment  only  appropri- 
ates the  amount  due  those  volunteers.  The  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  provides  for  only  one 
other  class  of  volunteers,  to  wit:  those  who  were  re- 
ceived by  the  Governors  of  Kentucky  and  Missibsipp'*, 
but  were  not  mustered  into  service  by  an  officer  of  the 
United  States.  There  is,  sir,  another  class  of  volunteers 
equally  meritorious.  I  mean,  sir,  those  who  marched 
to  the  pLce  of  rendezvous,  under  the  proclamation  of 
the  Governors  of  the  dfterenl  State?,  and  were  not  re- 
ceived either  by  the  United  States  uilicer  or  the  Govern- 
or. This  latter  class  of  volunteers  marched  from  the 
portion  of  Tennessee  I  reside  in,  to  Fj«yetteville,  in  the 
m<ddle  part  of  the  State,  at  least  one  hundred  and  fifiy 
miles;  ihey  paid  their  own  expenses,  had  t«)  furnish  them- 
selves with  rations  while  at  the  place  of  rerdezvuus,  as 
the  Governor  did  not  furnish  rations  to  any  but  those  re- 
ceived into  the  service. 

Now,  sir,  I  cannot  see  th;»t  there  is  any  difference  be- 
tween paying  those  who  were  received  into  the  service 
and  immediately  discharged,  and  those  wha  tendered 
those  services  at  the  place  of  rendezvous;  all  were 
clothed  and  equipped  for  a  six  or  twelve  monlhb*  cam- 
paign; one  class  are  provided  for  who  receive  pay  for  six 
months'  clothmg,  while  those  who  paid  their  own  r.x- 
penses  receive  nothing. 
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Mr.  Chairman,  U  will  be  a  very  difficult  tbini?  to  satis- 
fy those  fcallant  volunteers  that  there  is  any  difference 
in  their  claims  on  this  Governmentf  gfenilemen  may  draw 
their  distinctions  here,  but  they  will  be  considered  else- 
where distinctions  without  a  difference.  I  know,  sir, 
that  many  men  from  my  district,  who  volunteered  their 
services,  went  to  the  expense  of  purchasing:  horses  to 
ride  the  campaign,  and,  when  they  returned  home,  were 
glad  to  sett,  by  losing  from  thirty  to  fiHy  dollars  in  the 
price  of  the  horse. 

I  have  drawn  up  an  amendment  to  .the  gentleman's 
amendment,  which  I  ask  him  to  receive  as  a  modification 
to  his  amendment.  It  provides  for  the  payment  of  all 
those  who  offered  their  services  to  the  United  States,  in 
any  of  the  States,  under  the  proclamations  of  4he  re- 
spective Governors  of  the  States,  the  same  pay  as  those 
who  were  mustered  into  service  and  immediately  dis- 
charged. Thi.%  sir,  will  be  some  compensation,  tt>ough 
not  as  much  as  will  indemnify  them  for  the  loss  they 
sustained;  it  places  all  the  volunteers  on  an  equality. 

After  some  further  remarks  by  Messrs.  GRAVES, 
GLASCOCK,  DAWSON.  HATNES,DUNLAP,  GRBN- 
NRLL,  HOLSEY,  and  MERCER, 

Mr.  CARTER  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  LAWLRR  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Gbavxs,  by  including  the  volunteers  of  Alabama, 
mustered  at  Mount  Vernon,  in  that  State. 

Mr.  GRAVES  then  modified  his  amendment  by  insert- 
ing the  sum  of $100,000,  which  bethought  would  cover 
all  the  amount  necessary. 

Before  taking  the  question,  on  motion  of  Mr.  CAM- 
BUELENG,  the  bill  was  laid  aside,  and  the  committee 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the 

NAVAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  pending  question  was  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Jab- 
vis  to  amend  the  following  paragraph: 

'*  For  pay  of  commissioned,  warrant,  and  petty  offi- 
cers, and  of  seamen,  two  million  four  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-four thousand  eight  hundred  and  eirhtysix  dollars,'' 
(and  which  item  includes  the  appropriation  for  the  ex- 
ploring expedition,)  by  reducing  the  amount  to  '*  two  mil- 
lion two  hundred  and  elghty-fuur  thousand  dollars." 

Mr.  JARVIS  now  moved  to  modify  his  pending  motion 
for  reduction,  by  reducing  the  original  amount  only 
$5 1, 1 18,  (this  being  the  diflTerence  in  the  amount  required 
for  fitting  out  a  frigate.) 

As  a  further  modification  of  his  amendment,  Mr.  J. 
moved  to  add  the  following  proviso,  to  be  inserted  at  the 
end  of  the  8th  line: 

••  Provided  that  nothing  in  this  or  any  other  appropri- 
ation bill  fchall  be  considered  as  authorizing  or  approving 
of  any  increase  of  the  surveying  or  exploring  expedition, 
authorized  by  the  act  of  June,  1836.'* 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  JARVIS,  to  show  that 
a  frigate  was  not  the  proper  class  of  vess<-l  to  be  sent  on 
this  expedition,  and  in  vindication  of  his  course  on  this 
subjec*, 

Mr.  D.  J.  PEARCE  said,  as  there  was  no  quorum 
prcsenS  he  would  move  the  committee  rise.  Mr.  P. 
withdrew  the  motion,  and 

Mr.  CAMBRELKNG  arose  merely  to  entreat  gentle- 
men to  abstain,  at  this  period  of  the  session,  (when  we 
had  but  a  few  days  to  transact  the  great  mass  of  public 
business,)  from  going  into  a  long  debate  on  the  proprie- 
ty of  sending  a  frigate  on  this  exploring  expedition.  Af- 
ter a  good  deal  of  exploring  on  his  part,  he  had  at  last  dis- 
covered that  it  was  not  intended  to  aend  ihe  frigate  for  ex- 
ploring purposes,  but  to  aid  in  making  surveys  of  islands 
long  s'nce  discovered,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  extend 
protection  to  our  extensive  commerce  in  those  seas.  It  was 
not  designed,  as  he  now  understood  the  matter,  to  send 
the  frigate  to  wi'.hin  twenty  dfgrecs  of  the  boundary  of 


former  discoveries.  He  was  happy  to  letm  that  there 
was  no  man,  either  in  or  out  of  the  departments,  mad 
enough  to  think  of  sending  a  frigate  to  explore  unknown 
seas,  cohtinentSt  and  islandst  near  the  south  pole,  be. 
yond  the  latitude  of  seventy-four  degrees,  especially  as 
the  region  of  eternal  snow  commences  at  fifty-four  de- 
grees. It  waa  also  pdfeible,  although  he  would  not  say 
that  he  apprehended  war  with  Mexico,  that  it  might  be- 
come necessary,  in  three  weeks,  to  aend  that  frigate  to 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  It  was  a  matter  entirely  of  executive 
discretion.  In  any  event,  the  frigate  would  be  required 
for  the  public  aervice,  and  he  hoped  the  little  time  re- 
maining of  the  aeasion  would  not  be  wasted  in  a  useleii 
and  interminable  debate  on  ihe  queation  whether  a  frig- 
ate ought  or  ought  not  to  be  sent  to  explore  in  the  hith- 
erto undiscovered  regions  of  the  south  pole. 

Mr.  VEARCE  then  renewed  hit  motion.  The  com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  GAMBRELENG  called  for  the  yeaa  and  nayi  ou 
that  motion. 

Mr.  MERCER  hoped  the  motion  to  adfourn  would  be 
ao  amended  as  to  state  the  hour  at  which  it  was  mtdcf 
(it  being  then  fifteen  minutes  before  five  o'clock.) 

Mr.  GRANGER  asked  the  gentleman  from  New  YoriE 
[Mr.  Vahdbbposl]  to  withdraw  liia  motion  to  adjourn, 
to  enable  him  (Mr.  G.)  to  submit  a  motion  to  reconsider 
a  vote  taken  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  dedtiied  to  do  so. 

The  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion  to  adjourn  were  then 
ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were:  Yeaa  33,  nays  68~no 
quorum  voting. 

So  the  majority  of  the  members  present  refused  to  ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  GRANGER  then  rose  to  submit  his  motion. 

Mr.  GAMBRELENG  objected,  on  the  ground  tiist  oo 
quorum  waa  present.     He  moved  an  adjournment. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  [Mr.  GaairoKa]  could  not  be  en- 
tertained in  the  absence  of  a  quorum. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

WXDVEBOAT,  FssaUABT  15. 

Mr.  HOWARD  said  that  it  was  within  the  knowledge 
of  the  House  that  a  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Jicc* 
iOBT,]  who  waa  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  had  been  detained  from  the   Houie  for  tbe 
greater  part  of  the  present  session,  in  consequence  of 
severe  indisposition,  and  the  necessity  he  was  under  of 
removing  from  the  city  of  Washington  in  order  to  obtun 
professional  advice.     Mr.  H.  had  just  received  a  letter 
from  that  gentleman,  in  which  he  stated  that  there  wtf 
no  prospect  of  his  regaining  his  health  sufficiently  to  be 
able  to  give  his  attendance  at  the  House  during  ^^^1^' 
mainder  of  the  session.     As  it  was  very  desirable  tljil    , 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  should  be  fuHt  Mr. 
H.  therefore  made  the  usual  motion,  that  Mr.  JicKsojr,    | 
of  Georgia,  be  excused  from  further  attendance  on  th»i 
committee,  and  that  the  Speaker  be  required  to  nil  up    j 
the  vacancy;  which  was  agreed  to. 

CASE  OF  H.  M.  WHITNEY. 

Mr.  Whitney  having  been  placed  at  the  bar,  and  sta- 
ted  his  readiness  to  proceed  at  once  to  trial» 

Mr.  BRIGGS  submitted  the  following  proposition; 

Whereas,  by  the  11th  rule  of  this  House,  all  aci»,  iJ- 
dresses,  and  joint  resolutions,  shall  be  s  gned  by  tw 
Speaker,  and  all  writs,  warrants,  and  subpoenas,  »*suea 
by  the  order  of  the  House,  shall  be  under  his  hand  mo 
seal,  attested  by  the  Clerk:  .  u  o   u 

And  wliereus  the  subpoena  by  virtue  of  which  B-  >•. 
Whitney,  now  in  the  custody  of  the  Sergeant-atiJ'n*  °' 
the  House,  by  order  of  the  House,  for  an  alleged  con- 
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leapt  for  reftising  to  ftppetr  and  leire  tetfimony  before 
oM  of  the  select  committees  of  the  Hooi^,  wtf  not  un- 
der the  btiid  Mid  teel  of  the  Speaker,  *nd  attested  by 
the  Clerk,  but  aigned  by  the  chairman  of  the  telect  com- 
■ittee:  Therefore, 

BmMt  That  the  refuial  of  R.  M.  Whitney  to  appear 
Hid  icfltify  before  aud  committee  was  not  a  contempt  of 
(bit  Howe. 

BmM,  That  the  mid.  Whitney  be  forthvith  dii- 
charged  from  the  cuatody  of  thit  Houae. 

Mr.  B^imiated  that  this  preliminary  quealion  should 
first  ht  disposed  of,  before  proceeding  further.  The 
retposdcnt  vsa  at  the  tiar  of  the  Houae  for  an  alleged 
cgaiempf;  and  it  was  proper,  at  least,  to  inquire  whetberi 
if  ihe  Iscts  were  as  set  forth,  he  had  been  guilty  of  con- 
tempt. The  Houae  war  then  sitting  in  the  capacity  of 
aeourt  of  justice,  to  pssi  upon  the  conduct  of  one  of 
Ike  ettizens  of  the  country.  Should  not,  therefore,  the 
finl  itep  in  ihia  important  proceeding  be«  whether  the 
^mof  it  cornea  direcily  to  the  pointT 

The  charge  agaisist  the  accused  was,  that  he  had  com- 
ottted  8  contempt  against  the  House,  by  refusing  to 
0^7  a  lommono  of  one  of  its  committees.  Now,  the 
qnotion  was,  whether  the  subpoena  by  which  the  re- 
tpondent  wss  required  to  appear  and  give  evidence  was 
sucli  an  authority  aa  the  wi^pess  was  compelled  to  obey. 
Ht  Hr.  B'a  estimation,  that  was  not  such  a  paper  aa 
vould  form  an  authority  for  compelling  his  appearance 
More  the  committee,  or  for  the  disobeying  of  which  he 
an  be  held  aa  guilty  of  a  contempt  towards  the  House. 
And  why/  It  wah  a  subpoena  signeil  only  by  the  chair- 
Mnof  a  select  committee,  which  committee  was  acting 
under  the  authority  of  the  House.  Mr.  B.,  in  support 
of  this  part  of  his  argument,  then  cited  the  11th  rule  of 
Ue  Hoaie,  and  under  that  rule  he  maintained  that  the 
KCQied  could  have  been  guilty  of  no  contempt,  inasmuch 
H  ibe  authority  under  wKich  he  was  summoned  was  it- 
ielfiBwfficieni. 

Mr.  6HOLSON  i  nquired  of  the  Ohair  if  it  was  in  order 
So  wbffltt  this  proposition  after  the  prisoner  had  been 
»i&e  daja  in  custody,  had  been  brought  to  the  bar,  had 
^n  pot  upon  hia  trial,  and  after  the  adoption  of  an 
^er  of  the  Houae  directing  the  accused  to  proceed  to 
^e  examioation  of  witneases. 

The  CHAIR  said  it  was  a  point  of  order  he  was  not 
prepared  to  decide.  The  case  was  before  the  House, 
«h\ch  vasthen  sitting  in  a  judicial  charactert  snd  it  was 
coflipetcirt  for  a  majority,  if  it  deem  it  expedient,  to 
qiMh  all  farther  proceedings. 

Vr.  BRIGGS  aimply  wished  to  remark- 
Mr.  CLAIBORNE,  of  Mississippi,  rose  to  a  question 
o|«der,  and  stated 4liat  he  looked  upon  the  proposition 
M  ihe  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Batoos]  as 
''i^iaked  and  extraordinary  in  its  character.  If  it  held 
^  tny  adfsntagea  to  the  accused,  he  hoped  that  be 
*ould  instruct  hia  distinguished  counsel  to  waive  them 
^(Qoce.  He  stands  at  vour  bar  in  the  attitude  of  a 
5^ioal,  dragged  there  by  a  compulsory  procemi  and 
^  VM  due  to  htm,  it  was  due  to  the  honor  of  the  House 
p  the  country,  that  the  trial  should  be  proceeded  with. 
^t  it  not  be  quashed  or  evaded.  If  he  is  guilty,  let 
^  be  pun'tahed.  If  innocent,  let  this  House  pronciunce 
^quitt^.  It  waa  singular  that  gentlemen  should 
^upon  the  accused  advantages  which  he  was  unwil- 
H  to  accept!    He  (Mr.  C.)  protested  sgainst  all  quib- 

"^ technicalities,  and  special  pleading. 

Tbe  CHAIR  remarked  that  the  case  of  the  sccused 
*n  before  the  House,  by  its  order;  and  the  accused 
^«  had  been  brought  to  its  bar  by  a  resolution  or 
^<r  of  the  House,  and  upon  the  preceding  day  it  had 
^Q  determined  that  he  should  be  permitted  to  examine 
*"«e«ea.  That  order  would  not,  however,  preclude 
lae  Houae  from  taking  any  other  order  in  the  premisen, 
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at  any  time  in  the  progress  of  the  trial,  which  to  a  ma- 
jority of  the  House  should  seem  proper  to  be  taken.  It 
was  for  the  House  to  determincf  and  the  Chair  was  not 
aware  of  any  rule  of  parliamentary  proceeding,  or  in 
eoarts  of  justice,  whereby  the  presiding  officer  would 
feel  authorized  to  entertain  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  was  only  going  on  to  remark,  in  justice 
to  himself,  that  this  question  had  been  faiaed  by  him 
without  consulting  any  human  being  on  that  floor,  and 
for  thia  reason:  a  moment  before  the  House  met,  his 
attention  waa  turned  to  that  rule,  and  he  hastily  drew  up 
the  preamble  and  resolution,  snd  had  shown  it  to  no  one 
but  his  friend  on  the  left,  barely  an  instant  before  he 
ofllered  it.  He  had  done  it  with  a  view  to  bring  thia 
preliminary  question  before  the  Housei  and,  in  his  opin- 
ion, it  was  just,  i^eordlng  to  the  rules  of  the  House  and 
the  orders  of  procedure,  that  it  should  be  presented  to 
its  coniideraUon,  that  they  might  dispose  of  it  as  mem- 
bers of  the  House  called  on  to  act  in  a  judicial  character. 
The  conclusion  upon  Mr.  B's  mind  was,  that  the  process 
was  a  process  which  the  Accused  waa  not  bound  to  obey, 
and  in  the  disobeying  of  which  he  committed  no  con- 
tempt towards  that  House. 

Mr.  YELL  said  that  he  hoped  the  propoaition  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Baiees]  would  not 
be  adopted,  after  the  action  of  this  House  on  a  preceding 
day.  By  bringing  the  accused  before  the  Houae,  it  was 
made  imperious  or  proper  that  this  House  should  afford 
him  that  investigation  which  its  importance  demanded. 
The  object  of  the  resolution  now  under  consideration 
was  to  prescribe  the  particular  mode  by  which  the  ac- 
cused should  be  tried,  and  deprive  him  of  the  benefit  of 
the  usual  mode  in  like  cases.  Mr.  Whitney  had,  in  his 
memorial  to  this  House,  denied  its  jurisdiction  to  bring 
him  before  the  committee  of  the  House;  and  that,  if  they 
had  the  power,  he  was  justified  in  refusing  to  go  before 
the  committee,  for  the  reasons  set  forth  in  his  memorial. 
If  the  resolution  was  adopts),  the  sccused  would  be  dis- 
charged without  further  investigation  as  to  the  facts  of 
the  contempt.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  accused  would 
be  permitted  to  select  his  own  course,  whether  he  would 
plead  to  the  jurisdioiion  first,  or  be  tried  upon  the  facts. 
If  Mr.  Whitney  was  justified  from  the  facts,  then  it 
would  supersede  the  necessity  of  investigating  the  power 
of  jurisdiction;  If,  however,  he  should  fail  in  satisfying 
this  House,  from  the  facts  and  circumstances  of  the  esse, 
then  he  would  be  entitled  to  Uie  benefit  of  the  question 
of  jurisdiction  in  purging  himself  from  the  allef^ed  con- 
tempt. Mr.  Y.  hoped  that,  under  all  the  circumstances, 
the  accused  might  be  permitted  to  proceed  in  such  order 
as  he  might  choose,  under  the  rules  adopted*  in  this  and 
similar  cases,  and  concluded  by  hoping  that  the  resolu- 
tion would  be  rejected. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  said  his  friend  from  Massa- 
chusetts [Mr.  Bbioos]  need  not  have  told  the  House  that 
he  had  not  consuhed  arty  one  of  its  members  concerning 
the  proposition  he  had  just  offered,  and  that  he  had  within 
a  few  moments  previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  House  that 
morning  had  the  question  brought  tu  his  mind,  because 
it  must  be  sppsrent  that  the  gentleman,  in  making  thia 
propnattiun,  had  not  considered  well  eitlier  the  rule  of 
the  House,  or  the  practice  of  the  House  under  that  rule. 
Neither  had  the  gentleman  considered  well  the  practice 
of  committees  under  that  rule. 

What  was  the  rule  itself?  The  moment  Mr.  M.  read 
it,  he  believed  it  would  be  apparent  to  the  House  that 
the  gentleman  had  given  a  misconstruction  to  it.  Mr.  M. 
then  read  the  rule,  as  follows: 

«•  11.  All  acts;  addresses,  and  Joint  resolutions,  shall 
be  signed  by  the  Speakeri  and  all  writs,  warrants,  and 
subpoenss,  isiued  by  order  of  the  House,  shall  be  under 
his  hand  and  seal,  attested  by  the  Clerk" 
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H.  or  R.] 


Cast  of  R,  M,  Whilney. 
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Here,  continued  Mr.  M  ,  watthe  dtstinclion— •<  iswed 
by  order  of  Ihe  House."  When  the  «*  House"  made  an 
order  to  issue  a  subpcena  or  warrant,  or  whatever  it 
might  be,  for  witnesses,  then,  in  every  case,  they  must 
be  under  the  hand  and  seal  of  the  Speaker,  and  attested 
by  the  Clerk. 

Now,  said  Mr.  M.,  this  very  question  had  been  started 
there  before;  was  started  in  this  very  comnniitee,  and  in 
three  or  four  other  committees  of  which  he  had  been  a 
member;  and,  particularly,  in  that  sent  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  Philadelphia,  to  investigTB^e  the  af- 
ftfira  of  tlie  Bank  of  the  United  States.  In  the  latter  in- 
stance the  committee  were  called  upon  to  issue  the  hij^h* 
est  process  in  its  pQwer;  and  the  question  was  there 
raised  ai.d  mooted,  with  a  former  Speaker  or  with  the 
present,  he  was  not  certain  which,  whether  the  process 
issued  by  that  committee,  under  the  powers  given  them 
to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  should  be  signed  by  the 
Speaker  of  the  House,  and  attested  by  the  Clerk.  The 
committee  decided,  and  in  that  deciaion,  if  he  was  not 
mistaken,  the  incumbent  of  the  chair  coincided,  that  the 
summons  the  committee  were  authorized  to  issue,  by 
the  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  need  only  be 
signed  by  the  chairman  of  that  committee.  This  was 
deemed  sufficitnt  under  the  power  granted  to  the  com- 
mittee^ by  the  general  order  of  the  House,  that  it  should 
have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers.  How  send 
for  persons  and  papers^  Why,  by  virtue  of  issuing  a 
notice  to  them  to  be  and  appear  before  that  committee; 
and  if  the  question  had  been  then  raised  before  that 
committee,  whether  A,  B,  or  C,  should  be  summoned, 
the  committee  could  not,  from  its  constitution,  have  de- 
cided that  they  would  have  been  obliged  to  bring  it  at 
once  to  the  Speaker,  under  the  11th  rule.  Such,  he  in- 
sisted,  iiad  been  the  uniform  and  invariable  construction 
given  to  this  rule  by  sll  the  committees,  and  by  this  very 
committee,  before  they  Issued  one  single  summons.  It 
was  there  raised  and  considered  that,  under  a  proper 
construction  of  this  rule,  and  the  order  of  the  House 
constituting  the  committee,  the  committee  itself  had 
the  power,  by  process  signed  by  the  chairman,  to  send 
for  witnesses. 

There  could  not,  therefore,  continued  Mr.  M.,bea 
single  doubt  remaining  that,  under  the  construction 
given  to  that  vule  ^y  every  committee  of  which  he  had 
the  honor  to  be  a  member,  and  they  bad  t>een  several, 
that  this  process  was  served  regularly  and  properly, 
upon  the  general  order  granted  by  the  House  to  the 
committee  to  make  a  particular  order  to  call  A,  11,  &&. 
Moreover,  suppose  the  case  of  their  being  mistaken, 
what  would  be  the  consequence.'  Did  the  accused  take 
exception  to  the  regularity  of  these  proceedings?  for  it 
lay  with  him.  He  had  not.  But  suppose  the  House 
had  done  what  the  premises  assumed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  say  it  should  havedone — tissue  a  reg- 
ular order,  and  make  an  arrest  without  due  authority: 
was  his  friend  ignorant  that  on  a  former  great  occasion 
an  action  was  brought  against  the  officer  for  fulse  im- 
prisonment' The  question  of  authority  was  the  same  in 
the  one  case  as  in  the  other.  Mr.  M.  again  contended 
that  the  proceeding  in  the  present  case  wa^  entirely  reg- 
ular, entirely  according  to  the  rules  of  the  House  and 
the  law  for  its  government.  The  distinction  between 
the  two  cases  wss  this:  when  the  House  issued  an  order 
or  warrant  in  a  particular  case,  under  this  rule,  the 
Speaker  must  issue  the  summons  under  his  hand  and 
aeal,  and  it  must  be  attested  by  the  Clerk;  but  when  the 
power  was  granted  to  a  committee  to  send  for  persons 
and  papers,  in  a  particular  case,  without  asking  the 
House  to  conader  the  propriety  uf  doing  it  in  each  case 
as  it  might  arise,  a  summons  signed  by  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  was  sufficient,  and  had  been  always  held 
to  be  so. 


Mr.  VANDBRPOEL  "was  convinced,  from  what  his 
colleague  had  said,  that  there  waa  no  validity  in  the  ob- 
jection of  the  gentleman  from  Massacbusetts,  in  the  first 
place;  and,  in  the  aecond  place,  Mr.  V.  had  not  been 
given  to  underatand,  as  yet,  That  the  accused  took  any 
advantage  of  it.  For  these  reaaonst  he  moved  to  lay  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  on  ttie 
table,  and  on  that  motion  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nsys; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  PATTON  inquired  whether,  if  this  motion  pre- 
vailedi  it  would  also  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would  not. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  laying  Mr.  Baiaes's 
proposition  on  the  table,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 
Yeas  157,  nays  33,  aa  follows: 

YxAS-^Messrs.  Alford,  Anthony,  Ash,  Ashley,  Barton, 
Bean,  Beaumont,  Bell,  Black,  Bockee,  Boon,  Bovee, 
Boyd,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  Burna,  John  Culhoon, 
Cambreleng,  Campbell,  Carr,  Carter,  Casey,  John  Cham- 
bers, Chaney,  Chapin,  John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland, 
Coles,  Connor,  Corwin,  Craig,  Cramer,  Crary,  Casbinfr, 
Cushman,  Darlington,  Doubleday,  Efoer,  Elmore,  £r- 
ans,  Everett,  Farlin,  Forester,  Fowler,  French,  Fry, 
Galbraith,   Rice   Garland,    GhoUon,    Gillet,   Glascock, 
Graham,  Granger,  Grantland,  Graves  Grennell,  Griffin, 
Hiley.  Joseph  Hall,  Hamer,  Hard,   Hardin,  Samuel  S. 
Harrison,  Albert  G.  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Hen- 
derson, Herod,  Holsey,  Holt,  Hopkina,  Howard,  Hubley, 
Hunt,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ingham,  Janes,  Jirnf, 
JoB^ph  Johnson,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson, 
Henry  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Benjamin  Jones,  Ken* 
non,   Kilgore,   Klingensmith,   Lane,   Lansing,  Lswler, 
Gideon  Lee,  Thomaa  Lee,  Luke  Lea,  Leonard,  Lewii, 
Lincoln,  Loyal],  Abijah  Mann,  Job  Mann,  William  Ma- 
son, Moses  Mason,  Samson  Mason,  May,  McCarty,  Mc- 
Comas,  McRay,  McKennan,  McKeon,  McKm,  McLeoe, 
Montgomery,    Moore,    Morgan,    Morris,   Muhlenberg, 
Owens,  Page,    Parker,    Parks,    Patterson,    Dutec  J. 
Pesrce,  Phelps,  Pickens,  Pinckney,   Potts,  John  Rey- 
nolds, Joseph  Reynolds,  Richardson.  Rogers,  Schcnck, 
Seymour,  William  B.  Shepard,  Shinn,  Sloane,  Spangler, 
Sprague,  Standefer,  Storer,  Sutherland,  Taliaferro,  rsy 
lor,  Thomaf,  John  Thomaon,  Toucey,  Turrill,  Vinder- 
poel,  Wardwell,  Webster,  Weeks,  White,  Elislis  Wbi  • 
tiesey,  Thomaa  T.  Whittlesey,  Sherrod  Wiilisro*.  ^cU, 

Young— 157.  ^      _    , 

Nats— Messrs.  C  Allan,  Bailey,  Bond,  Borden,  Boui- 
din,  Brlggs,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  George  Chambers,  Childi, 
Clark,  Crane,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Denny.  Uromgooie, 
Hazeltine,  Hoar,  Howell,  Lawrence,  Uy,  Love,  Lyon, 
Maury,  Mercer,  James  A.  Pearce,  Pearson,  Petiyewr 
Phillips,  Reed,  Robertson,  .Russell,  Steele,  Under- 
wood—33.  - 
So  the  House  laid  it  on  the  table.  .  ,  « 

Mr.  HARDIN  aaid,  as  he  had  found  himwlf  >PPO'n'J° 
on  the  committee  to  examine  witnesses  in  this  c»k, 
had  looked  into  some  of  the  precedents  in  »"f /f,j! 
and  it  appesred  to  him  that  the  individual  who  m°^'" 
brought  to  the  bar  of  the  House  should  be  n»t  iww 
to  answer  such  questions  aa  might  be  P">P^";'°1  %- 
him,  touching  his  reasons  for  not  «PP«»""*  5*  ,*  In. 
select  committee,  after  being  duly  summoned  so  w  •f 

''^Mr.  H.  aaid  he  had  prepared  a  ^'^^\^^ '^l^^i 
ories,  which  he  wiahed  to  propound  to  the  in 


atorie! 


who  had  been  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  "°"f  *  j,^« 

rogatory  he  desired  to  propound  to  inc  *• 
was  as  follows: 


first  interrogatory  he  desired  to  propoui 

as  follows:  .k*  wlecl  com- 

-  Are  you  unwilling  to  appear  before  the  ■«•;      ^. 
mittee  of  this  House,  of  which  the  honorable  m*** 

Wiaa  is  chairman?"  .k.  .fBr»»t»^'' 

If  this  interrogatory  wss  answered  in  tnesw 
he  then  desired  to  put  to  him  the  following: 
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Can  of  R.  M.  Whitney. 


[H.  or  R. 


*'  Do  you  believe  the  lelect  committee,  or  anf  mem- 
ber iherroF,  will  do  you  personal  violence,  during  your 
itteodince  before  the  committee,  or  in  your  coming 
(berrto  or  returning  therefrom?** 

Nr.  VANDEKPOEL  inquired  if  (he  interrbgatones 
hid  been  fettled  upon  by  the  committee  as  proper  ones 
to  be  propounded. 

Mr.  HARDIN  replied,  that  the  committee  bad  not. 
As  be  anderstood  the  rule  adopted  by  the  House,  the 
committee,  or  any  member  of  it,  might  propound  inter- 
rojpitorJef. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  said  he  must  object  to  this 
course  of  proceeding. 

The  CHAIR  said  the  rule  adopted  the  other  day  grant- 
ed the  seeused  the  privilege  of  first  examining  witnes&es 
louehini^  his  alleged  contempt  of  the  House. 

Mr.  HARDIN  moved  that  Mr.  Whitney  be  now  sworn, 
for  the  purpose  of  answering  such  interrogatories  as 
sight  be  propounded  to  him.  Mr.  H.  said  he  made  this 
Bwtion  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  a  very  unpleasant- 
Mr.  VANDERPOEL  Called  the  gentleman  to  order. 
Bj  the  order  of  the  House,  the  accused  was  granted  leave 
to  proceed  and  take  testimony  touching  his  alleged  con- 
tenpt  of  the  House.  He  would  therefore  submit  to  the 
Cbiir  whether  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  was  in 
order. 
The  CHAIR  read  the  order  of  the  House,  as  follows: 
"Boohed^  That  Reuben  M.  Whitney  be  now  permit- 
'ed  to  examine  witnesses  before  this  House,  in  relation 
lo  b'«  alleged  contempt)  and  that  a  committee  of  five  be 
ippointed  by  the  Speaker,  to  .examine  such  witnesses  on 
the  ptrt  of  the^  House.  That  the  questions  put  shaU  be 
reduced  to  writing  before  proposed  to  the  witnestes,  and 
^^t  the  sniwers  be  also  reduced  to  writing.  Every 
qaestiott  put  by  any  other  than  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee shtll  be  reduced  to  writing  by  such  member,  and 
^  propounded  to  the  witness  by  the  Speaker,  if  not  ob- 
jected to;  but  if  any  question  shall  be  objected  to,  or  any 
totimony  offered  shall  be  objected  to,  by  any  member, 
(^  member  so  objecting,  and  the  accused  or  his  coun- 
kI,  than  be  heard  t  mfter  which,  the  question  shall  be  de- 
cided without  further  debate.  If  parole  evidence  is  of- 
^ed,  (he  witnesses  shall  be  sworn  by  the  Speaker^ 
^  be  examined  at  the  bar,  unless  they  are  members  of 
tbe  Hoaie,  in  which  case  they  may  be  examined  in  their 
plicev*' 

Tbe  order  of  the  House  was  peremptory  that  *<  Reu- 
ben M.  Whitney  be  now  permitted  to  examine  witnesa- 
et-"  He  therefore  felt  constrnined  to  decide  against  the 
Mion  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  moved  that  the  Houae  then  pro- 
cttd  to  carry  into  effect  its  order  of  a  former  day;  which 
s»  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER  then  addressed  the  respondent,  and 
»ronDed  him  that,  by  an  order  of  the  Houae,  he  was 
'^eo  peraiitted  to  examine  witnesses  before  the  House, 
^'^  relatioo  to  the  alleged  contempt  again&t  him,  and  that 
|><  could  then  proceed  to  do  to.  The  Speaker  further 
informed  him  that  the  witnesses  he  had  named  had  been 
lomtnoned. 

Hr.  Key,  one  of  the  counsel  of  the  accused,  .asked 
l^tthe  witnesses  be  now  sworn. 

Itr.  SUTHERLAND  objected  to  the  swesring  of  Mr. 
Y^i  tod  Mr.  Sullivan  at  that  time,  because  he  un- 
^ood  they  would  be  brought  forward  to  testify  as  to 
^  character  of  the  accused,  and  that  queation  had  not 
J^i  cone  up. 

The  witnesses  who  were  members  of  the  House,  as 
^«>fe  itated,  were  then  sworn,  and  the  swearing  of  the 
other  gentlemen  deferred  for  the  present. 

The  honorable  Mr.  PAimrrsLD  was  then  called,  and 
^^ following  question  propounded  to  him  by  Mr.  Key: 

^leue  state  all  the  cireumstanccfl  fttteodmg  the  dis 


pute  and  disorder  that  occurred  before  the  select  com- 
mittee, whereof  Mr.  Garlavo  is  chairman,  on  Wednes- 
day, the  25th  of  January,  and  state  particularly  all  that 
was  said  snd  done  by,  and  the  whole  demeanor  and  con- 
duct of,  R.  M.  Whitney,  as  a  witness  attending  the  com- 
m'.ttee,  and  Messrs.  Wisa  and  Pbttov,  as  members  of 
that  committee,  and  all  that  occurred  on  that  occasion. 

Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky,  took  an  exception  to 
this  questions  and,  after  an  argument  of  some  length  by 
that  gentleman,  and  a  reply  by  Mr.  Key,  of  counsel  for 
the  accused,  and  the  decision  of  a  point  of  order,  raised 
by  Mr.  Bell,  the  House  decided  that  the  interrogatory 
should  be  propounded  to  the  witness:  Yeas  131,  nays 
52,  as  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Heman  Allen,  Ash«  Barton.  Bean,  Beau- 
monV  Black,  Bockee,  Boon,  Borden,  Bovee,  Boyd, 
Briggs,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Burns,  Bynum,  Cambreleng, 
Casey,  George  Chambers,  Chaney,  Ghapin,  John  P.  H. 
Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coles>  Connor,  Craig,  Cramer, 
Crary,  Cushman,  Denny,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Bfner, 
Parlin,  Powler,  French,  Fry,  Gvlbraith,  Gholson,  Gil- 
let,  Glascock,  Graham,  Gram  land,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall, 
Hardin,  Hswkins,  Haynes,  Henderson,  Holsey,  Holt, 
Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Ing- 
ham, Janes,  Jarvis,  Joseph  Johnson,  Richard  M.  John- 
son, Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Benjamin  Jbnes, 
Kennon,  Kilgore,  Kiingensmith,  Lane,  Lansing,  Law- 
rence, Gideon  I^e,  Thomas  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan,  Loy- 
atl,  Lucas,  Abijab  Mann,  Job  Mann,  Martin,  William 
Mason,  Moses  Mason,  May,  McKay,  McKeon,  McKim, 
McLene,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morris,  Muh- 
lenberg, Owens,  Page,  Parker,  Parks,  Patteraon,  Dutee 
J.  Pearce,  Phelps,  Phillips,  Pinckney,  Potts,  Rencher, 
John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Richardson,  Ripley, 
Rogers,  Schenck,  Seymotir,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Slade,  Span- 
gler,  Sprague,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  Thomas,  John  Thom- 
son, Toucey,  Turner,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Wsgener, 
Ward,  Wardwell,  Webster,  Weeks,  Whit«»,  Thomas  T. 
Whittlesey,  Sherrod  Williams  Yell— 131. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bell,  Bond,  Bunch,  John  Calhoon, 
William  B.  Calhoun,  Campbell,  Carter,  John  Chamber** 
ChetwooJ,  Childs,  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  Clark, 
Crane,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Dunlap,  Elmore. 
Foreater,  Rice  Garland,  Griffin,  Harlan,  Harper,  Hazel- 
tine,  Hoar,  Howell,  Ingersoll,  Lawler,  Luke  Lea,  Lewis 
Lincoln,  Love,  Lyon,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  McCarty, 
McComas,  Mercer^  Milligan,  James  A.  Pearce,  Pearson, 
Pettlgrew,  Pickens,  Reed,  Russell,  Shields,  Sloane, 
Standefer,  Steele,  Storer,  Underwood,  Lewis  Wil- 
liams—52. 

Meurs.  Psttoit,  GAmtAHD  of  Virgints,  FAinriBLD, 
JoHirsoir  of  Louisiana,  Haxbh,  PiamcB  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Hahitioah,  and  Marti  ir,  were  severally,  on  their 
own  motions,  excused  from  voting  on  any  subject  affect- 
ing this  inquiry. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  of  Kentucky,  then  sent  to  the 
Chair  the  following  resolution: 

Besohedf  That  the  further  examination  of  witnesses 
be  suspended  until  the  accused  be  examined  on  oath* 
touching  his  alleged  contempt  of  this  House,  and  that 
the^committee  appointed  to  examine  witneases  proceed 
to  examine  him  accordingly. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  this  resolution  was  not  in 
order  at  this  timei  and  read  the  order  of  the  House  in 
support  of  his  decision. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  of  Kentucky,  appealed  from  this 
decision. 

The  CHAIR  suggested  that  the  gentleman  might  ob- 
tain his  object  by  moving  to  suspend  the  rules  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS  said  he  had  no  desire  to  move  to 
suspend  the  rules  of  the  House,  but  he  wished  to  sus- 
pend the  present  mode  of  proceeding.    By  the  decision 
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of  the  Chair,  he  contended  that  the  House  had  loit  the 
command  of  its  own  action  on  this  subject;  and  be  was 
not  willing  to  submit  to  a  decision  of  that  kind.  They 
wer^,  to  be  sure,  examining  witnesses  by  an  order  of  the 
House,  but  he  contended  they  could  suspend  that  course 
of  proceeding  by  a  majority  of  the  House;  and  the  reso- 
lution he  had  submitted  presented  the  question  as  to 
whether  the  House  would  examine  the  accused  on  oath 
or  not.  He  was  aware  that  he  was  to  be  told  that  they 
bad  adopted  for  their  government  a  rule  that  they  would 
examine  witnesses  on  the  part  of  the  accused,  touching 
his  alleged  contempt;  but  he  had  not  understood,  and 
he  thougkit  there  were  but  few  of  the  intelligent  mem- 
bers of  the  House  who  had  understood,  that  by  adopting 
this  rule,  declaring  they  would  bear  evidence  .on  the 
part  of  the  accused,  they  had  deprived  themselves  of 
the  right  to  examine  him.  He  did  not  believe  there 
was  a  member  on  that  floor  who,  if  Mr.  Whitney  would 
purge  himself  of  the  alleged  contempt,  would  say  he 
was  in  contempt.  The  matter  of  contempt  rested  in  his 
own  bosom,  and  no  man  could  tell  whether  he  had  com* 
rottted  a  contempt  or  not,  so  that  it  was  useless  to  ex- 
amine witnesses  on  this  subject.  The  object  of  the  res- 
olution was  not  to  rescind  any  rule  of  the  House.  He 
did  not  ask  to  rescind  the  rule,  but  only  to  suspend  it 
for  the  purpose  which  he  had  stated  above. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  grounds  of  his  decision, 
and  read  the  order  of  the  House  which  applied  to  the 
case;  when 

Mr.  BOON  moved  to  lay  the  appeal  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CHAMBERS,  of  Kentucky,  called  for  (he  yeas 
ftnd  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  LEWIS  wished  to  know  if,  by  this  decision  of 
the  Chair,  the  spcused  was  not  to  be  called  upon  to  an- 
swer as  (o  the  fact,  whether  it  was  fear  which  prevented 
him  from  appearing  before  the  select  committee. 

The  CHAIK  said  that  would  be  for  the  House  to  de- 
termine, after  the  order  of  the  House  had  been  complied 
with. 

Mr.  LEWIS.  Then,  as  the  accused  will  not  say  he 
is  afraid  to  appear  before  the  committee,  is  the  House 
to  call  witnesses  to  prove  that  fact^ 

The  CHAIR  said  (his  question  was  not  debatable. 

Mr.  LEWIS.  Then  the  efftct  of  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  is,  that  Mr.  Whitney  is  not  to  be  called  upon  to 
give  evidence. 

The  CHAIR  said  the  gentleman  was  not  in  order. 
Debate  could  not  be  entertained  when  a  motion  was 
made  to  lay  on  the  table. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative: Yeas  104,  nsys66,  as  follows: 

Y£A8 — Messrs.  Anthony,  Barton,  Beale,  B^an,  Beau- 
mont, Black,  Bockee,  Boon,  Burden,  Bouldin,  Bovee, 
Boyd,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Burns,  Bynum,  Cambreleng, 
Casey,  CRapln,  John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Cules, 
Connor,  Craig,  Cramer,  Crary,  Cushman,  Doubleday, 
Dromgoole,  Efner,  Farlin,  Fowler,  French,  Galbraith, 
Gholson,  Glascock,  Grantland,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall, 
Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Henderson, 
Hotsey,  Holr,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  Huntington,- 
Ingham,  Jarvis,  Joseph  Johnson,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Lane, 
Lansing,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  liCe,  Thon\|is  Lee,*  Licon- 
ard,  Loyall,  Lticas,  Abijah  Mann,  Job  Mann,  Moses 
Mason,  May,  McKay,  McKim,  McLene,  Montgomery, 
Moore,  Morgan,  Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Page,  Psrker, 
Parks,  Patterson,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Phelps,  Pinckney, 
John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Schenek,  Seymour, 
Shinn,  Sickles,  Sprague,.  Sutherland,  Taylor,  Thoman, 
John  Thomson,  Toucey,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Wage- 
ner.  Ward,  Webster,  Weeks,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey, 
yell— 104. 

Nats— Messrs.  Chilton  Allan,   Bailey,   Bdlf   Bond, 


John  Calhoon,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Carter,  John  Cham- 
bers, Chetwood,  Chikls,  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  Clark, 
Corwin,  Crane,  Darlington,  Uawson,  Deberry,  Dcany, 
Dunisp,  Elmore,  Evans,  ForesUr,  Graham,  Granger, 
Graves,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hardin,  Harper,  Hazehine, 
Hoar,  Howell,  Huntsman,  Ingersoll,  Lawrence,  Luke 
Lea,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Love,  Lyon,  Samson  Mssoo, 
Maury,  McComaa,  McKennan,  Mercer,  MiUigao,  James 
A.  Pearce,  Pearson,  Fettigrew,  Phillips,  Pickens,  PoMs, 
Reed,  Rencber,  Buswsll,  William  B.  Shepard,  Aogiirtine 
H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Sloane,  Spanplcr,  Standefer, 
Steele,  Waddy  Thompson,  Underwood,  White,  Lewii 
Williams— 66. 
So  the  appeal  was  laid  upon  the  table. 
Mr.  LEWIS  aaid  he  believed,  as  well  as  he  couW  rec- 
ollect, that  he  had  vo'ed  for  this  rule,  which  bad  been 
adopted  by  the  House;  but,  at  the  time  he  gave  ttot 
vote,  he  vtry  little  expected  that  such  a  decisioii  as  (hn 
would  have  been  given  by  the  Speaker,  and  that,  too, 
adopted  by  the  House.  He  had  then  risen  to  know  ot 
the  Speakerwhethcr  it  wasin  oader  to  move  to  suspend 
the  examination  of  witnesses  in  this  case. 

The  CHAIR  said  it  would  b©  in  order  to  do  »  by  a 
vote  of  two  thirds.  He  would  sUte  to  the  genUeiwn 
from  Alabama,  that  he  had  made  the  decision  alluded  to 
in  strict  conformity  with  the.  order  of  the  House. 

Mr.  LEWIS  had  not  intended  to  make  any  impescn- 
ment  of  the  Chair,  but  he  wanted  to  know  if  it  wai  not 
competent  for  the  House  to  set  aaide  this  examinadon. 
The  CHAIR  said,  not  at  this  time,  unless  by  a  role  ol 
two  thirds.  A  witness  was  now  on  the  stand,  and  an 
interrogatory  propounded  to  him;  and  (he  House  could 
not,  by  a  bare  majority,  set  aside  this  examination. 

Mr.  LEWIS  would  then  take  an  appeal  from  the  de- 
ciaion  of  the  Chair,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  at  lhi5 
question.  .  .  . 

The  CHAIR  said  he  had  nuide  no  decision  on  whicn 
an  sppeal  could  be  taken.  The  only  motion  the  gentle- 
man could  make  would  be  to  aospend  the  rules. 

Mr.  LEWIS  supposed  that  a  vote  of  two  thirdi  was 
the  only  wsy  by  which  it  could  be  done;  and  be  believed 
he  could  get  a  vote  of  two  thirds,  if  the  House  under- 
stood the  question  rightly.  He  desired  to  be  in  orJer, 
and  the  House  would  bear  him  witness  that  he  seldtin 
trespassed  on  their  patience  with  long  speeches. 

Mr.  CLAIBORNE,  of  Mississippi,  inauircd  if  (hegw- 
tieman  from  Alsbama  was  in  order.    If  the  rule  proluft- 
ited  debate,  he  must  protest  against  it. 
The  CHAIR  decided  that  debate  was  not  then  m 

order.  ^.      i  i 

Mr.  LEWIS.     Is  it  in  order  to  rescind  this  rule.' 

The  CHAIR  said  a  proposition  identical  with  this  bid 
just  been  negatived.  .        .    . . 

Mr.  LEWIS.  Then  the  House  has  got  itself  i«  tm» 
singular  predicament —  . 

Mr.  CLAIBORNE,  of  Mississippi,  called  the  geniK- 
man  from  Alabama  to  order.  . 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  the  gentleman  from  Aiao«- 
ma  was  not  in  order.  The  witness  [Mr.  Faibhh^J 
would  proceed  and  give  in  his  testimony. 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD  then  sent  to  the  Clerk's  tabic  wc 
following  answer  to  the  first  interrogatory.  .     . 

At  the  commencement  of  the  affair  alluded  to  m  ib« 
question,  the  different  members  of  (he  committee  wer 
situated  as  follows,  as  near  as  I  can  recollect:  Mr.  wm  • 
ney  sat  at  a  small  table  in  a  corner  of  the  room,  "*»'*". 
fireplace;  Mr.  Peyton,  Mr.  Garland,  Mr.  Hamer,  »n» 
Mr.  Gillet,  sat  at  a  long  table,  placed  transversely  •" 
front  of  the  fire,  Mr.  Hamer  at  the  end  "«»'*""'; 
Whitney,  Mr.  Gillet  at  the  opposite  end,  snd  Mr.  uj 
land  and  Mr.  Peyton  in  front,  the  latter  nearejt  to  w  • 
Whitney,  and  with  his  back  turned,  or  psrtisHy  w»  »«J 
wards  him— one  proposing  interrogatories^  and  tDc  oui* 
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BMweriai^,  in  writingi  the  qneattoiit  and  answera  being 
handed  to  the  chairman,  and  by  him  read  to  the  commit' 
tee.  lir.  Wiae,  lir.  Martin,  and  myielf,  were  fitting 
upon  a  sola  at  the  side  of  the  fireplace  oppoaite  Mr. 
Wbilaey.  Mr.  Pierce  and  Mr.  Johnaon  vere  not 
preacot. 

When  the  chairnMin  read  the  anawer  of  Mr.  Whitney 
to  the  interrogatory  of  Mr.  Peyton,  both  of  which  have 
been  published,  the  latter  tamed  towards  Mr.  Garland, 
witb<Nit  arising  from  hia  aeat,  and  said,  *<  Mr.  Chairmani 
I  wish  you  to  inform  this  witneaa  that  he  is  not  to  insult 
me  in  his  answeisi  if  he  does,  God  damn  him,  I  will  take 
bttlife  upon  the  spot."  He  then  rose  and  turned  to- 
warda  Mr.  Whitney,  and  said,  **  I  want  you  to  under* 
stand,  sir,  that  I  elsim  no  protection  from  the  conttitu- 
tioo;  and  if  yoa  insult  me,  you  damned  dog,  I  will  lake 
your  life."  itr.  Wise  roae,  and  advanced  to  the  aide  of 
Mr.  Peyton,  and,  addreisiog  himself  (o  Mr.  Whitney, 
said,  **  Tea,  this  damned  insolence  is  insuflTerable."  Mr. 
Garland  and  other  members  of  the  committee  were,  | 
during  this  time,  endeavoring  to  preaerve  order  and 
to  prevent  an  affray.  Mr.  Peyton  turned  from  Mr. 
Whitney»and,  atanding  with  hia  back  to  the  fire,  said,  by 
way  of  soliloquy,  or  without  addressing  himself  to  any 
ooe  in  pnrticular,  <*  Hitherto^  I  have  treated  him  with 
marked  respect--<damn  him — I  have  treated  him  just  aa 
if  be  bad  been  a  gentleman  {  to  be  thus  insulted  by  a 
damned  tbief  and  robber!  damn  him,  he  ahant  do  it." 
While  uttering  the  last  words  of  this  sentence,  he  be- 
came, apparently,  more  excited,  and  torned  towards 
Ur.  Whitney,  who  rose  and  said  he  claimed  Iherprotec- 
lion  of  tbe  committee  while  he  waf  before  it,  when  Mr. 
Peytoo  anid,  *'  God  damn  you,  you  shan't  speak — ^you 
shan't  say  n  word  while  you  are  in  this  rovmi  if  you  do 
I  wUt  put  you  to  death,"  and  nuule  towards  him,  at  the 
same  time  time  putting  his  hand  in  his  bosom.  Mr. 
Wise,  wbo  bad  previously  gone  round  the  long  table, 
and  placed  himself  near  Mr.  Whitney,  here  interposed t 
and  he,  with  Mr.  Garland,  who  was  standing  between 
Mr.  Peyton  and  Mr.  Whitney,  and  Itr.  Martin,  who  was 
by  bis  side,  endeavored  to  calm  him,  and  to  prevent  his 
l^ing  townida  Mr.  Whitney.  Ur.  Wise  said,  «  Don't, 
Peyton;  damn  him,  he  is  not  worth  your  notice,"  or 
worda  to  that  effect.  Judge  Martin  here  moved  that  the 
esaiBtnatioo  of  the  witnem  be  suspended.  Mr.  Hamer  op- 
poaed  it;  nod,  addressing  himself  to  the  chairman,  went 
oo  to  make  some  reauu*ks,  but  I  do  not  distinctly  recol- 
lect tbem. 

Mr.  Peyton  then  resumed  his  seat,  but  soon  turned 
towafda  Mr*  Whitney,  and  said,  *'  Damn  him,  his  eyes 
are  oo  ae.  God  damn  him,  he  is  looking  at  me — he 
dian't  do  it— damn  him,  he  shan't  look  at  roe."  Mr. 
Uamer  made  aome  further  remarks,  when  Mr.  Garland 
suggested  that  the  witness  should  retire  to  another  room; 
which  be  did.  Mr.  Peyton  then  apologized  to  the  com- 
mittee, and  Mr.  Hamer  oflTered  the  resolution  which  has 
been  pnblsabed;  on  the  passage  of  which,  Mr.  Whitney 
was  reSealled,  and  the  resolution  was  communicated  to  him 
by  tbe  chairman.  Mr.  Whitney  said,  that  if.  he  had  done 
any  thing  which  the  connnittee  considered  disrespectful, 
be  regretted  it,  and  apologized  for  it.  Anpther  inter- 
rogatory was  proposed  to  him,  wliich  he  answered;  and 
then  the  ecmimittee  rose. 

Second  question  by  Counsel.  What  was  Mr.  Whit- 
ney's general  demeanor  aa  a  witness  before  the  commit- 
tee; was  any  indecorum  or  disrespect  on  his  part  to- 
wards tbe  committee^  or  any  member  of  it,  observed  or 
complained  of,  or  in  any  manner  censured  by  the  com- 
mittee^ 

Answer.  With  the  exception  of  the  answer  in  writing 
of  Mr.  Whitney,  which  was  the  subject  of  a  resolution 
introduced  by  Mr.  Mamer,  and  adopted  by  the  commit- 
tee, Isaw.nothmgof  any  indecorum  or  disrespect^  on 


bis 'part,  to  the  committee,  or  any  member  of  it;  nor 
did  I,  at  any  time,  except  as  above,  and  prior  to  the  afw 
hir  alluded  to,  hear  any  oompUint  on  the  part  of  any 
meifkber  of  the  committee. 

Third  question  by  Counsel.  Please  state  whether  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Whitney,  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
unhappy  acene  in  question,  was  or  was  not  cool,  collect- 
ed, and  forbesringt  whether  he  did  or  did  not  manifest, 
by  deed,  word,  or  gesture,  or  by  what  word,  deed,  or 
gesture,  any  disposition  to  assault  Mr.  Peyton.  Please 
describe  such  circumstances  of  his  posture  and  manner 
as  may  go  to  show  whether  he  meditated  assault,  or 
stood  on  the  defensive  merely. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Ohio,  objected  to  this  interrogatory, 
and  went  on  to  state  the  grounds  of  his  objections  at 
length. 

Mr.  Walter  Jonea^  one  of  the  counsel  for  Mr.  Whit- 
ney, replied  at  some  length  to  the  objections  raised  by 
Mr.  Masoit. 

Mr.  MASON  called  for  the  veas  and'  nays  on  the 
question;  which  were  not  ordered;  and  the  House  de- 
cided that  the  question  should  be  put,  without  a  di- 
vision. 

Mr.FAIRFlELD  then  returned  the  following: 

Answer  to  the  third  interrogatory.  So  far  as  I  saw  or 
heard,  upon  the  occasion  alluded  to,  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Whitney  was  cool,  collected,  and  forbearing.  I  heard 
him  say  nothing  but  what  I  have  stated  in  my  answer  to 
the  first  interrogatory.  In  regard  to  the  extent  of  what 
I  ssw,  it  is  proper  to  add  that,  during  nearly  the  whole 
time,  several  gentlemen  were  standmg  or  moving  be- 
tween myaelf  and  Mr.  Whitney.  My  attention,  also,  was 
principally  confined  to  Mr.  Peyton.  I  cannot  say  that 
Mr.  Whitney  did  not  assume  any  attitude  of  assault  to- 
warda  Mr.  Peyton;  but  I  can  say  that,  if  he  did,  1  did  not 
see  it. 

First  question  by  Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky.  Did 
or  did  not  Mr.  Wise  endeavor  to  prevent  any  collision 
between  Mr.  Peyton  and  R.  M.  Whitney,  iy  stepping 
In  between  them,  and  laying  his  hands  upon  Mr.  Pey- 
ton, and  pushing  him  back  from  his  position? 

Answer.  Mr.  Wise  did  interfere,  as  I  have> stated  in 
my  first  answer;  he  laid  his  hand  upon  Mr.  Peyton's 
breast,  and  endeavored  to  prevent  any  oolliaion  be- 
tween him  and  Mr.  Whitney.  I  do  not,  however,  rec- 
ollect that  he  pushed  him  back. 

Second  question  by  Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky. 
Did  or  did  not  Mr.  Wise  privately  request  tbe  members 
of  the  committee  not  to  rise  until  af^er  a  sufficient  lime 
was  allowed  after  the  examination  of  R.  M.  Whitney 
was  dosed  to  enable  him  (Whitney)  to  withdraw  from 
the  committee  room,  so  as  to  prevent  the  witnem  and 
Mr.  Peyton  being  thrown  together,  without  the  pres- 
ence of  the  committee  to  restrsin  them?  And  did  not  Mr. 
Wise,  at  the  same  time,  declare  that  his  object  wss  to 
prevent  collision  between  the  parties? 

Anawer.  I  answer  affirmatively  to  the  whole  ques- 
tion. 

Third  question  by  Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky.  Did 
Mr.  Wise  do  more  than  denounce  the  insolence  of  R. 
M.  Whitney  to  the  committee?  And,  in  sttempting  to 
pacify  Mr.  Peyton,  did  he  do  more  than  say  to  him  that 
R.  M.  Whitney  was  not  worth  his  notice? 

Answer.  Mr.  Wise  did  no  more  than  whst  1  have 
described  in  my  first  answer.  His  object  in  going  round 
the  long  table,  and  taking  his  stand  near  Mr.  Whitney, 
I  only  know  from  his  (Mr.  Wise's)  statement  made  in 
thia  House.  I  did  not,  at  the  time,  regard  it  as  assu- 
ming an  attitude  of  attack  upon  Mr.  Whitney. 

Fourth  question  by  Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky. 
Did  or  did  not  Mr.  Wise  and  Mr.  Peyton  treat  R.  M.  Whit- 
ney with  perfect  respect  in  his  examination  before  the 
committee,  both  before  and  after  the  difficulty  between 
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bim  and  Mr.  Peyton  had  occurred.'  And  did  not  hat  ez- 
Ainination  occupy  much  more  time;  and  vere  not  most 
of  the  questions  propounded  by  Mr.  Peyton  after  the 
difficulty  occurred? 

Answer.  I  answer  affirms tiTely  to  the  whole  ques- 
tion, except  as  to  the  order  of  time  in  which  the  ques- 
tions were  proposed  to  Mr.  Wtiitney.  In  regard  to 
that  1  do  not  recollect  distinctly. 

Fifth. question  by  Mr.  CALHOON.  of  Kentucky.  Had 
you  or  had  you  not  seen  Mr.  Whitney's  card  in  the 
Globe  of  the  5th  of  January  last,  which  is  as  follows: 

«•  A  Card.— During  the  last  session  of  Congress,  it  be- 
came necessary  for  me  to  expose  H.  A.  -Wise  of  having 
stated,  in  the  hall  of  the  House,  a  base  falsehood  in  re- 
lation to  myself. 

*<  In  the  Globe  of  (his  morning  it  Is  reported  that  Balie 
Peyton,  the  Siamese  compsnion  of  Wise,  for  twelve 
months  past,  in  uttering  falsehood  and  slander,  said  that, 
*  in  consequence  of  the  character  of  the  agent  alluded 
to,  Mr.  Taney,  the  former  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
would  not  recommend  him  as  an  agent  of  the  deposite 
banks.'  No  one  can  mistake  that  it  is  myself  alluded 
to  by  Mr.  P. 

**  I  challenge  Mr.  Peyton  to  adduce  a  single  particle  of 
proof  to  Bustsin  the  above  assertions  and,  for  having 
made  it  without  proof,  I  pronounce  him  a  calumniator, 
and  guilty  of  uttering  a  base  falsehood;  this,  too,  like 
Wise,  while  shielded  by  his  constitutional  privilrge. 

"  If  any  one  who  does  not  know  me  wishes  to  ascertain 
my  character,  I  refer  them  to  citizens  of  those  places  in 
which  I  have  passed  many  years  of  my  life. 

««R.  M.  WHITNEY. 
Wednesday,  Aih  January,  1837." 


•• 


And  do  you  not  know  or  believe  that  Mr.  Peyton  had 
seen  said  card,  or  was  informed  of  its  contents?  And  did 
not  the  answer' to  the  question  which  preceded  the 
difficulty  involve  the  truth  of  the  charges  which  the 
card  of  Mr.  Whitney  pronounced  to  be  false,  and  for 
the  uttering  of  which  he  pronounced  Mr.  Peyton  a 
calumniator' 

Answer.  I  had  seen  the  card  of  Mr.  Whitney,  al- 
luded to,  and  believe,  from  a  remark  1  heard  Mr.  Pey« 
ton  make  in  the  committee  room,  that  he  also  had  seen 
it.  The  question  referred  to,  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Pey- 
ton, I  did  regard  as  involving  the  truth  of  the  charges 
which  called  out  the  card  of  Mr.  Whitney. 

Fin»t  question  by  Mr.  ING£RSOLL.  What  language 
did  R.  M.  Whitney  use  Immediately  before  the  interposi- 
tion of  Mr.  Peyton? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  Mr.  Peyton  Interposed 
at  all,  as  I  understand  that  word.  I  cannot,  therefore, 
answer  the  question  as  to  the  language  used  by  Mr. 
Whitney. 

Second  question  by  Mr.  INGERSOLL.  What  lan- 
guage did  R.  M.  Whitney  use  immediately  before  the 
witness  says  *<  Mr.  Peyton  rose  and  addressed  the  chair- 
man?" 

Answer.  If  the  question  re  fers  to  what  was  said,  my 
srtswer  ip,  that  Mr.  Whitney  said  nothing  that  I  recol- 
lect. If  it  refers  to  the  written  answer  of  Mr.  Whitney,. 
I  cannot  answer  it  without  referring  to  the  journal  of 
the  committee.  It  has,  however,  been  correctly  pub- 
lished. 

Question  by  Mr.  BELL.  When  Mr.  Peyton  was  called 
to  order  by  the  chairman«of  the  committee  for  the  first 
remark  made  by  him  in  reference  to  Mr.  Whitney, 
did  he  not  take  his  seat,  and  continue  sitting  until  Mr. 
Whitney  rose  and  commenced  speaking? 

Answer.  I  recollect  that  Mr.  Peyton  took  his  seat, 
but  cannot  say  whether  it  was  when  called  to  order  by 
the  chairman.  1  do  not  recollect  of  Mr.  WhitneyVi 
rising  bul  once  prior  to.his  withdrtwing;  and  that,  ac- 


cording to  my  present  recollection,  was  before  the 
time  alluded  to  in  this  question. 

First  question  by  Committee,  Was  or  wu  not  the 
deportment  of  Mr.  Peyton  that  of  a  man  who  did  not  in- 
tend to  make  an  attack,  but  desired  to  deter  another, 
and  make  him  desist  from  insulting  remarks  and  conduct? 

Answer.  Mr.  Peyton,  as  I  have  before  stated,  treat- 
ed Mr.  Whitney  with  respect  prior  to  the  time  of  this 
difficulty.  After  the  answer  of  Mr.  Whitney  was  read 
by  the  chairman,  Mr«  Pejrtori  was  very  much  excited, 
and  at  one  time,  certainly,  appeared  to  be  ditpoied  to 
punish  Mr.  Whitney  for  his  alleged  Insult. 

Second  question  by  Qommittee.  What  was  the  quet- 
tion  put  to  Mr.  Whitney,  and  his  answer  thereto,  to 
which  you  refer  in  your  answer  to  the  6rst  interroga* 
toryi  and  what  was  the  vote  of  tlve  committee,  alio  re- 
ferred to  by  you  in  your  answer  to  the  same  interroga- 
tory t  and  will  you  now  set  them  forth,  to  be  received  in 
connexion  with,  and  as  part  of,  your  answer  to  nid  in- 
terrogatory? 

[Time  given  to  witness  to  answer  the  foregoing  second 
question  of  Committee.] 

Second  question  ot  Mr.  BELL.  When  Mr.  Pejfton 
rose  the  second  time,  did  he  advance  across  a  line  drawn 
from  his  chair  towards  the  fireplace,  cutting  bm  off 
from  Reuben  M.  Whitney?  Could  you,  at  the  instant  of 
time  when  Mr.  Peyton  put  his  hand  to  his  bosoot,  lee 
the  right  hand  of  Mr.  Whitney?  If  yes,  wss  it  not 
thrust  into  bis  pocket,  with  his  left  foot  advanced? 

Answer.  1  do  not  recollect  when  Mr.  Peyton  rote  the 
second  time,  but  think  it  was  not  until  Mr.  Whitney  re< 
tired,  or  about  that  time.  When  Mr.  Peyton  put  hit 
hand  to  his  bosom,  he  had  just  turned  from  a  standing 
posture,  as  1  have  described  in  my  answer  to  the  first  in- 
terrogatory. I  doubt  whether  at  that  tinne  I  could  lee 
Mr.  Whitney's  right  handi  but  if  I  could,  I  do  not  recol* 
lect  of  seeing  it  in  the  position  described  by  the  question. 
My  answer  is  the  same  with  regard  to  Mr.  Wbitne)'8 
left  foot. 

Third  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  Did  yon  occupy  s  posi- 
tion which  enabled  you  to  see  the  offensive  look  or 
scowl  of  the  witness,  R.  M.  Whitnev,  which  he  cast  up- 
on Mr.  Peyton,  if  any,  at  the  tine  «f  handing  his  answer 
to  the  chairman? 

Anawer.  At  the  time  the  answer  of  Mr.  Whitney  was 
handed  to  the  chairman,  I  sat  nearly  opposite  Mr.  Whit- 
ney, with  nothing  interposing.  My  attention,.bowerer, 
was  fastened  almost  entirely  upon  Mr.  Peyton. 

Fourth  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  Did  not  Mr.  Peyton 
complain  that  the  witness,  R.  M.  Whitney,  had  iosulted 
him  by  his  look  at  the  time? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  that  he  did. 

Fifth  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  If  ifhad  been  Mr.  Pey- 
ton's intention  to  draw  a  weapon  upon  Mr.  Whitney, 
had  he  not  ample  time  to  do  so? 

Answer.  He  had. 

Sixth  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  What  number  of  inter- 
rogatories were  propounded  by  Mr.  Peyton  to  the  witj 
ness,  R.  M.  Whitney?  How  many  before,  and  hov 
many  after,  the  question  and  answer  which  gave  rise  to 
the  altercation  alluded  to?  Did  you  apprehend  danger 
of  insult  or  personal  violence  to  said  witness,  when  he 
reappeared  before  the  said  committee,  on  the  part  ofl 
eiiher  Mr.  Wise  or  Mr.  Peyton?  State  whether  they, 
and  each  of  them,  did  not  treat  him  with  the  courtesy 
due  a  witness,  as  well  alter  as  before  that  occurrence. 

Answer.  That  part  of  the  question  relating  to  ibq 
number  of  interrogatories,  and  the  time  when  they  were 
proposed,  I  will  answer  af\er  1  have  had  an  opportunity 
to  refer  to  the  journal  of  the  committee.  I  did- not  ap- 
prehend insult  or  personal  violence  to  Mr.  Whitney,  on 
the  part  of  Mr.  Peyton  or  Mr.  Wise,  when  tbeJonner 
reappeared  in  the  committee  room*    Mr.  Peyton's  ex 
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eitenenl  bid  then  rabrided.  I  have  already  stated  that, 
prior  and  nihieqaelkt  to  this  occurrence,  lir.  Wise  and 
Mr.  Pejton  treated  Mr.  Whitney  respectfully  in  the  com- 
niitee  room. 

SrTeith  question  of  Mr.  BEIX.  Was  there  not  a  rule 
ofthecoaiinittee  that  all  questions  shCuld  be  reduced  to 
vri%,  tiTd  propounded  throuf^h  the  chairman  to  wit- 
DOS,  if  not  objected  to  by  a  member  of  the  cotnmitteei 
tfld  that  ill  travers  of  witness  should  be  returned  in 
wriimg  tbroug^h  the  same  channel  f  And  was  it  not  re- 
mtied  by  Mr.  Peyton,  that  the  witness  must  answer  in 
writing,  and  that  he  should  not  address  the  committee  in 
My  other  way? 

Aosver.  There  is  such  a  rule;  but  I  do  not  recollect 
tbe  reoi&rk  of  Mr.  Peyton  supposed  in  the  question. 

E<gh(h  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  Had  or  had  not  said 
titnen  feAued  to  answer  seveial  questions  put  to  him 
by  Mr.  Peyton,  before  the  one  above  alluded  to,  cbarac- 
teriiing  theiB  si  inquisitorial,  which  questions  luid  been 
(iecided  by  the  committee  as  proper  to  be  propounded? 

Aniver.  Mr.  Whitney  bad  refused  to  answer  msny 
qiKstioiii  proposed  by  Mr.  Peyton,  characterising  them 
u  inquisitorial.  Though  the  committee  permit  ted  these 
qantioiu  to  be  put,  I  understood  that  the  committee  re- 
tched the  question  as  to  the  obligation  of  the  witness  to 
Uiver  ibein,  in  case  be  did  not  choose  voluntarily  to 
do  10. 

Ur.  THOMAS,  with  permission  of  the  House,  would 
hbiait  a  proposition  which  had  met  the  approbation  of 
tithe  siembers  of  the  committee  appointed  to  conduct 
^  rumination,  together  with  the  counsel  of  the  sc- 
^Kd,&nd  several  other  gentlemen  engaged  in  pro- 
pounding questionr,  which  would  expedite  the  business. 
't  vis,  in  substance,  ordering  that,  in  future,  the  pro- 
ecedinp  in  the  case  of  Reuben  M.  Whitney  be  postpon. 
^  till  13  o'clock  to-morrow,  and  that  the  Clerk  of  the 
Hooie  be  directed  to  furniah  each  witness,  to  be  tbere- 
uier  eumined;  with  a  copy  of  the  interrogatories  already 
Pfopounded  to  Mr.  Fairfield. 

.  Mr.  CHAMBERS,  of  Kentucky,  would  object  to  it,  if 
>b  effect  would  be  to  cut  off  entirely  tbe  resolution  be 
o«>gned  to  offer. 

Tl)e  CHAIR  aaid  the  adoption  of  this  order  would 
^^^  no  eflTect  upon  the  gentleman's  proposition. 

Thit  order  was  then  adopted,  turn*  dm* 

ine  Ser^cant-at^irms  was  then  directed  to  conduct 
«'•  Vfhimey  from  the  bar;  and, 

On  notion  of  Mr.  CALHOON,  ol  Kentucky, 

Tbe  House  adjourned. 

TevmBDAT,  FcBavAaT  16. 

CASE  OF  n.  M.  WHITNEY. 

Mr.  Wliitney  being,  pbced  at  tbe  bar  of  the  House, 
^  eitmiottion  of  the  honorable  Mr.  FAimiiBui  was 
coiitinued. 

Sixih  question  of  Mf.  BELL.  What  number  of  Inter- 
ngatories  were  propounded  by  Mr.  Peyton  to  the  wit- 
^  R.  M.  Whitney'  How  many  before  and  how 
^  after  the  question  and  answer  which  ga^e  rise  to 
11^ »liercation  alluded  to?  Did  you  apprehend  danger 
^  iasult  or  personal  violence  to  said  witness,  when  he 
•^petred  before  said  committee,  on  the  part  of  either 
^r.  Wise  or  Mr.  Peyton*  State  whether  they,  and  each 
^'  them,  did  not  treat  him  with  the  courtesy  due  a  wit- 
^  M  well  after  aa  before  that  occurrence. 
.  Answer.  Prior  to  the  difficulty  alluded  to  in  the  ques- 
^^^i  Mr.  Whitney  had  appeared  before  the  committee, 
Jinoirj  12th,  13tb,  and  14th,  when  fourteen  interroga- 
tor were  propounded  to  him,  principally  by  Mr.  Pey- 
^'  On  tbe  35th,  ten  interrogatories  were  propounded, 
^^  eighth  being  tbe  one  which  called  forth  the  offensive 
^▼er.    He  appeared  before  the  committee  again  on 


tbe  26th  of  January,  when  thirty-eight  interrogatories 
were  propounded,  all  by  Mr.  Peyton  but  one. 

Mr.  GHOLSON'S  second  question  in  behalf  of  the 
committee.  What  was  the  question  put  to  Mr.  Whitney, 
and  bis  answer  thereto,  to  which  you  refer  in  your  an« 
awer  to  the  first  interrogatory!  and  what  was  the  vote  of 
the  committee,  alao  referred  to  by  you  in  your  answer 
to  the  same  interrogatory;  and  will  you  now  set  this 
forth,  to  be  received  in  connexion  with,  and  as  part  of, 
your  answer  to  said  interrogatory? 

Answer.  The  question  and  answer  alluded  to  were  as 
follows,  via:  **  Did  you  receive  any  letter  of  recommend- 
ation from  R.  B.  Taney,  or  did  he  in  any  manner.coon- 
tenance  or  encoursveyott  in  applying  for  the  agency 
contemplated!  or  did  he  positively  refuse  to  recommend, 
receive,  or  countenance  you  in  that  capacity,  while  be 
was  at  the  bead  of  tbe  Treasury  Department  f" 

*<  Answer.  I  decline  anawering  this  interrogatory, 
more  particularly  as  the  individual  propounding  it  has 
asserted,  positively  and  publicly,  that  the  substance  of 
the  latter  part^f  it  ia  true,  beginning  with  *  or  did  he,' 
8ic.  therefore,  being  the  party  accused,  I  am  not  a 
proper  witness.  I  think,  in  justice,  that  the  individual 
who  baa  made  the  allegation  should  be  called  to  pro« 
du<^  his  prooft" 

The  vote  of  the  committee  was,  *<  that  the  foregoing 
answer  to  the  15ih  queation  be  returned  to  the  witness, 
being  no  reply  to  the  toterrogatory*  and  disrespectful  to 
a  member  of  the  committee." 

Ninth  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  Did  not  tbe  resolution 
of  the  committefff  returning  the  answer  of  the  witness 
(Whitney)  as  disrespectful  to  a  member  of  the  commit- 
tee, pass  without  a  dissenting  voice? 
Answer.  It  did. 

Tenth  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  Look  upon  tbe  journal 
of  the  committee,  at  page  84^  and  aay  on  what  day  the 
15th  interrogatory  waa  propounded.  Did  not  said  wit- 
ness (Whitney)  return  and  continue  his  examination,  as 
has  been  stated  in  your  answer  just  given?  Look  upon 
the  journal,  at  page  103,  and  state  whether  said  witness 
did  not  voluntsrily  return  and  file  written  communica- 
tions, as  set  forth  in  pages  from  99  to  403,  inclusive,  as 
follows,  namely:  [Here  follows  a  correspondence  be- 
tween R,  M.  Whitney,  J.  C.  Wilkins,  J.  D.  Beers,  and 
John  TiHson,  jr.]  State  whether  Mr.  Peyton  did  not 
propound  to  said  witness  two  other  interrogaioriea  at 
page  103,  and  receive  answers  as  therein  set  forth,  in 
addition  to  the  questions  and  answers  alluded  to  in  your 
laat  answers. 

Answer.  The  fifteenth  interrogatory  was  propounded 
January  35th.  Mr.  Whitney  returned,  and  the  examina- 
tion was  continued,  as  I  have  before  stated.  Mr.  Whit- 
ney also  voluntarily  returned  and  filed  the  communicar 
tions,  as  set  forth  in  ps|[es  from  99  to  103,  inclusive,  sa 
supposed  in  tbe  question.  Two  other  questions  were 
proposed  at  this  time  by  Mr.  Peyton,  as  set  forth  in 
page  103  of  the  journal  of -the  committee.  They  were 
accidentally  omitted  by  me  in  my  former  answer,  not 
having  received  the  printed  journal  beyond  the  96th 

Eleventh  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  Did  Mr.  Peyton 
take  any  exception  to  that  part  of  his  answer  which  al- 
leges an  insinuation  In  interrogatories  Nos.  40  and  43, 
propounded  by  him? 

Answer.  Not  to  my  recollection. 

Twelfth  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  Please  examine  the 
interrogatoriea  propounded  by  Mr.  Peyton  to  tbe  wit- 
neas,  (Whitney,)  and  the  answers  thereto^  commencing 
with  No.  1,  and  including  the  following  numbers,  desig- 
nated by  a  cross  on  tbe  copy  of  tbe  journal  of  the  com- 
mittee herewith  furnished,  and  aay  if  the  course  of  the 
witness  was  not  considered  disrespectful  to  the  commit- 
tee, and  especially  to  Mr.  Peyton. 
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Answer.  I  did  not  consider  the  antwera  of  Mr.  Whit- 
ney, allnded  to,  as  disrespectrol  either  to  the  committee 
or  Mr.  Peyton,  inasmuch  as  my  opinion  has  been,  from 
the  beginnine,  that  he  was  under  no  le^  obligation  to 
answer  the  interrogatories,  or  most  of  them;  and  as  I 
consider  the  term  "  inqaisitorial"  to  be  used  in  a  teeh- 
jiical  sense,  and  not  with  a  disposition  to  be  aoeourteous 
to  the  committee,  or  any  member  of  it. 

Thirteenth  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  Did  not  Chief 
Justice  Taney,  in  his  evidence  before  the  committee, 
disprove  the  allegation  of  the  witness  in  his  letter  to  Mr. 
Duane,  kte  Secretary  of  ttie  Treaeury,  so  far  as  relates 
lo  his  having,  at  any  time,  recommended  him  (Whitney) 
as  a  fit  person  to  be  an  agent  of  the  deposite  banks  or 
of  the  Treasury? 

Answer.  Chief  Justice  Taney's  evidence  is  not  before 
me,  and,  if  it  were,  It  might  perhsps  be  questioned 
whether  it  was  competent  for  me  to  say  what  degree  of 
evidence  amounts  to  proof.  For  a  further  answer  of  the 
questiouy  I  refer  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Whitney,  and  the 
answers  of  Mr.  Taney,  aHuded  to  in  the  question,  both 
of  which  are  in  the  possession  of  the  committee. 

Fourteenth  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  How  far  was  Mr. 
Peyton  sitting  from  the  witness  (Whitney)  at  the  time 
of  the  commencement  of  the  occurrence  to  which  you 
hsve  alluded?  State,  also,  whether  Mr.  Peyton  was  not 
sitting  nearer  to  the  witness  than  any  other  member  of 
the  committee.  State,  also,  whether  Mr.  Peyton  was  not 
standing  still  at  the  time  he  had  his  hand  in  his  bosom, 
and  when  Mr.  Wise  approached  him. 

Answer.  At  ttie  commencement  of  the  occurrence  al- 
luded to,  Mr.  Peyton  wss-sitting  within  a  few  feet  of  Mr. 
Whitney,  say  three  to  six  feet,  and  wu  nearer  Mr.  Whit- 
ney than  any  other  member  of  the  committee,  f  think 
Mr.  Peyton  was  not  standing  still  at  the  time  named  in 
the  .question,  but  was  endeavoring  to  advance,  and  was 
resisted  in  so  doing  principally  by  Mr.  Wise. 

Fifteenth  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  Have  you,  or  any 
other  person,  to  your  knowledge,  liad  any  conversation 
with  the  said  R.  M«  Whitney  since  the  occurrence  in  the 
committee.^  If  so,  did  he  inform  you  then  that  h^ 
was  alarmed,  and  that  his  fears  had  induced  hhn  to  take 
the  courae  which  be  has  done  in  this  matter?  State  all 
he  said  in  relation  to  his  fears,  or  the  motives  which  in- 
duced his  course  upon  this  occasion. 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  conversation  others  have 
had  with  Mr.  Whitney  upon  this  subject.  I  have  had 
none.  I  had  no  acquaintance  with  Mr,  Whitney  prior 
to'  being  appointed  on  the  select  committee,  and  have 
since  carefully  abstained  from  conversation  with  him. 
Upon  one  occarion,  however,  nnce  the  occurrence  of 
the  35th  of  January,  I  was  In  the  company  of  Mr.  Whit- 
ney a  few  minutes,  who  made  aome  remarks  upon  the 
subject,  not  addressed  to  me  particularly.  So  far  as  I 
can  recollect  them,  they  were^  m  substance,  that  he  was 
not  afraid  of  Mr.  Peyton  at  the  time  alluded  toi  that  he 
(Whitney)  was  not  armed  at  the  time,  but  intended,  if 
Mr.  Peyton  had  drawn  a  weapon,  to  have  sprung  for- 
wsrd,  caught  his  arm,  and  flung  him  into  the  fireplace. 
This  was  before  he  had  sent  a  petition  to  the  House,  and 
before  his  arrest  for  an  alleged  contempt. 

First  question  of  Mr.  RBNCHER.  In  the  subsequent 
examinations  before  the  ooimnittee  to  which  R.  M. 
Whitney  was  pleased  to  submit,  after  the  occurrence  be» 
tween  him  and  Mrw  Peyton,  did  he  exhibit  fears  of  per- 
sonal violence  from  Mr.  Wise,  or  from  any  other  mem- 
ber  of  the  committee? 

Answer.  I  hsve  seen  no  indications  of  fear  on  the  part 
of  Mr.  Whitney. 

Second  question  of  Mr.  RBNCHER.  Was  the  conduct 
of  Mr.  Wise,  or  any  other  member  of  the  committee, 
calculated  to  create  auch  fears? 

Answer.  Excepting  the  time  of  the  occurrence  of  the 
25th  of  January,  1  answer  negatively. 


Fourth  question  by  Counsel.  Did  Mr.  Wiie  st  wf 
time,  and  when  and  where,  state  what  wu  his  purpose 
HI  going  round  the  table,  and  placing  himielf  near  the 
accused,  as  sfated  in  your  answer  to  the  first  interrofs< 
tory?  If  yes,  what  did  he  say  was  his  purposed  And 
was  the  statement  of  Mr.  Wise,  as  to  his  purpose  in 
that  movement,  before  or  after  the  aecdsed's  testimony 
before  the  committee  Had  been  closed? 

Answer.  I  was  not  present  when  Mr.  Wise  made  the 
statement  alluded  to,  in  this  House,  on  I  think  Satur< 
day,  the  4th  of  February.  My  information  was  derived 
from  conversation  with  members  who  were  present,  and 
from  the  report  of  his  remarka  in  the  Globe  and  Intelli 
genter  of  this  city.  I  think  the  teMimony  of  Mr.  Wiiit 
ney  had  closed  prior  to  that  time. 

Fifth  qoeatlon  by  Counsel.  In  your  foregoing answen, 
toucMng  the  interrogatories  propounded  to  Mr.  Whit 
ney  before  the  committee,  do  you  refer  to  any  question! 
put  to  Mr.  Whitney  by  Mr.  Peyton,  or  by  others  of  tb< 
committee^  or  to  any  of  his  answers  or  refussis  to  answeri 
but  what  are  recorded  in  the  Journal  of  ttie  commiueei 
and  found  in  the  printed  copy  of  that  journal  referred  t< 
in  the  foregoing  interrogatories;  and  is  that  a  copy  print 
ed  by  cider  of  the  committee?  If  stf*,  annex  the  wbol< 
of  it  to  your  answer. 

Answer.  I  have  referred  to  the  questions  and  answert 
and  refusals  to  answer,  which  have  been  pubKsbed  b] 
the  committee,  and  to  them  alone.  I  annex  the  journsli 
so  far  as  It  has  been  printed  by  order  of  the  committee: 

[Here  follow  from  pages  1  to  113,  inclusive,  of  print 
ed  journal  of  the  aelect  committee.] 

Sixth  question  by  Counsel.  Is  not  the  evidence  d 
Chief  Justice  T^n^,  and  also  that  of  Mr.  Duane,  record 
ed  in  the  journal  of  the  committee? 

Answer.  I  presume  it  isi  but  I  have  run  my  eye  rap 
idly  over  the  printed  journal,  and  do  not  find  the  erl 
dence  there. 

Seventh  question  by  Counsel.  Was  Mr.  Whitney  prefl 
ent  at,  or  ever  apprized  of,  the  examination  of  Chief  Ja^ 
tice  Taney  or  Mr.  Duane,  or  of  the  nature  of  their  evt 
dence,  or  ever  sfTorded  an  opportunity  to  put  question 
to  eittier,  in  explanation  of  their  evidence,-or  toaddod 
any  corroboration  of  his  own,  in  case  any  dtscrepanc) 
should  appear? 

Answer.  He  was  not  present,  nor  was  he  apprized  o| 
the  examination  of  Mr.  Taney  and  Mr.  Duane,  to  n) 
knowledge. 

Mr.  Hamer'a  Tissiitnony. 

First  question  by  the  Counsel  for  the  accused.  PleM 
state  alt  the  circumstances  attending  tbc^  dispute  and  dia 
order  that  occurred  before  the  aeleet  committee  wber^ 
of  Mr.  GarUnd  is  chairman,  on  Wedoesdsy,  the  25t 
of  January  I  and  state  particularly  all  that  was  said  and  doni 
by,  and  the  whole  demeanor  and  conduct  of,  R.  M>  Vi'hil 
nejr,  as  a  witness  attending  the  committee,  and  Messr^ 
Wise  and  Pevton,  as  members  of  that  committee,  and  a] 
that  occurred  on  that  occasion. 

Mr.  H AMER'S  answer  to  the  first  interrogatory  d 
the  Counsel.  The  following  statement  is  copied  in  pa^ 
from  one  made  out  some  dsys  ago,  and  shown  to  mt  bj 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Fairfield,  a  member  of  the  committet 
who  was  present  at  the  affair  described.  It  is  so  far  al 
tered  as  to  make  it  accord  with  my  own  recollection  a 
the  facts,  and  is  substantially  true  aa  they  occurred 
I  cannot  be  precise  aa  to  the  very  words  used  by  tbe  paf 
ties,  nor  as  to  the  exagt  order  of  time  in  which  all  tbi 
events  transpired <  nor  can  I  pretend  to  relate  ererj 
thing  that  was  said  and  done  during  tbe  excitement. 

Tbe  position  of  the  several  persons  in  the  room  wsi 
as  described  by  Mr.  Fairfield.  The  chairman  and  BIr 
Peyton  between  the  long  table  and  the  fire;  Measrsj 
Martin,  Gillet,  Fairfield,  and  Wise,  at  the  end  of  (he  ts 
ble,  either  upon  or  beside  the  sofa,  which  stands  at  th< 
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left  «de  ef  the  fireplace «  tnd  iiiyieir  at  the  other  end  of 
the  tahle,  cl<Me  to  Mr,  Peyton.  The  witneu  aat  betide 
a  soibII  tmble  in  the  comer,  on  the  right  of  the  fireplace. 

nrben  Mr.  Peyton  heard  the  answer  to  this  tnteroga- 
tory  rcmdy-he  turned  towards  the  chairman,  and  aaid: 
'*  Mr.  Ctinirman,  I  wish  you  to  inform  this  witness  that 
be  is  not  to  insult  me  in  his  answers;  if  he  does,  God 
damn  him,  I  will  take  hia  life  upon  the  spot."  About 
this  time  Mr.  Wise  rose  from  the  sofa,  and  aaid:  '*  Yes; 
the  damned  Insolence  of  this  witness  is  insufierable." 
Mr.  Peyton  said  to  Mr.  Wise,  "Never  mind,  this  is  my 
bawie«<"  and  rising,  and  turning  towards  Mr.  Whit- 
ney, aaid:  *■  I  want  you  to  underMMl,  sir»  that  I  claim 
ne  proteelMMi  from  the  constitutioof  ami  if  you  insult  me 
to  my  fiace,  ymi  damned  dog,  I  will  take  your  life." 
Doring  this  time,  the  chairman  and  others  were  vainly 
eadtevorifig  to  rentore  order. 

Mr.  Peyton  turned  from  the  witness,  and  presently 
Slid:  **  Hitherto  I  have  treated  him  with  marked  respect* 
d^mo  hiiD,  1  have  treated  biro  as  if  he  had  been  a  gen- 
Uemao;  to  be  insmlted  in  this  way  by  a  damned  thief  and 
mbber!  Damn  him,  he  shan't  do  it."  About  this  time 
Mr.  Whitney  (who,  1  think,  had  not  said  a  word  before) 
asd:  **Mr.  Cbstrman,  I  am  here  as  a  witness,  and  I 
clain  the  protection  of  the  commitlec."  Mr.  Peyton 
Hid:  **Ood  damn  you,  you  shadH  speak-— you  shan't 
ay  a  word  while  you  are  in  this  rOom«  if  you  do,  I  will 
put  jrou  to  death.  You  shall  make  your  statements  in 
vritifii^."  Previous  to  this,  Mr.  Wise  had  gone  around 
the  tabte,  and  was  standing  near  the  witnesst  and  im- 
aedintcly  after  this  decbration  of  Mr.  Peyton,  Mr.  Wise 
passed  between  the  witness  and  Mr.  Peyton,  and  seiaed 
the  latter,  saying,  '*  Don't,  Peyton { damn  him,  he  is  not 
vortb  your  notice."  Mr.  Peyton  endeavored  to  disen- 
gage hinoelf,  and  replied:  *'Yes  he  is,  when  he  insults 
lae  to  my  &ee«  if  he  were  a  dog  I  would  notice  him." 
I  did  not  aee  Mr.  Peyton  put  his  hand  in  his  bosom,  nor 
did  I  see  arms  of  any  kind  during  the  affair. 

About  this  time  Mr.  Martin  moved  to  suspend  (he  ez- 
amination*  to  which  I  objected,  and  proceeded  to  ad- 
dress the  Chair,  amidst  frequent  interruptions.  Mr. 
Peyton  resumed  his  seat,  but  soon,  turning  towards  the 
witness,  said:  "'Damn  him,  his  eyes  are  on  me{  Qod 
lUmn  him,  he  is  looking  at  me.  He  shan't  do  tt|  damn 
bim,  he  shan't  look  at  me*"  The  chairman  directed  the 
witness  to  retire  from  the  room,  and  he  did  so.  I  con- 
cluded my  remarks,  and  then  offered  the  resolution, 
whtcii  was  adopted  by  the  committee.  Mr.  Peyton 
apologized  to  the  committee  for  the  course  he  had  pur- 
aaed.  Tlie  witness  was  oafled  in,  and  the  resolution 
read  to  hina,  when  be  also  apologised,  as  is  stated  upon 
the  joamal  of  the  committee.  The  examination  then 
proceeded,  and,  after  a  short  time,  the  committee  ad- 
joomed  until  the  next  morning. 

Previous  to  this  time  I  had  seen  nothing  in  the  con- 
duct of  either  Mr.  Peyton  or  Mr.  Wise,  towards  the  wit- 
ness, which  was  at  all  indecorous  or  disrespectful,  nor 
VIS  there  any  thing  afterwards,  during  the  course  of  bis 
czamit^ation. 

On  the  part  of  Mr.  Whitney,  I  saw  nothing  disrespecl- 
fal  towards  either  of  those  gentlemen,  either  before  or 
Mibsequent  to  this  transaction.  I  did  not  see  the  fruwns 
or  seowlinnf  looks  attributed  to  the  witness,  though  I 
distinctly  recollect  that  Mr.  Peyton  complained  of  them 
it  the  time.  Nor  did  1  see  Mr.  Whitney's  hand  in  his 
pocket  during  the  affair,  though  I  did  not  watch  him 
■arrowty;  for  believing  that  he  assumed  a  defrnsive  at- 
titude, and  wsuM  not  rush  upon  Mr.  Peyton,  my  atten- 
tion was  ntther. directed  to  him;  intending,  if  he  at- 
tempted, in  the  excitement  of  the  moment,  to  move 
vpi^  Mr.  Whitney,  to  step  between  them,  and  endeav- 
or to  prevent  a  confiiet.  Mr.  Wise  interposed,  and 
laved  me  the  necemity  of  doing  to. 

V«t.  Xlll.— U2 


As  to  Mr.  Wise's  intention  of  shooting  or  killing  the 
witness,  I  neither  saw  nor  heard  any  thing  of  it  that  eve- 
ning; but  heard  him  avow  it  afterwards,  in  a  public  con- 
versation, as  well  as  in  the  House,  and  in  language  sim- 
ilar to  that  used  on  the  floor.  With  the  exception  of 
hia  firat  movement,  his  course  seemed  to  me,  at  the 
time,  to  be  rather  peaceful  than  otherwise,  and  dictated 
by  a  desire  to  prevent  a  peraonal  reneovnter  between 
Mr.  Peyton  and  the  witness.  I  do  not  recollect  any 
other  material  circumstance!  but,  after  what  baa  been 
said,  both  in  the  House  and  in  the  publications  of  the 
day,  it  is  but  an  act  of  justice  to  myself  to  add  a  few 
woids  in  regard  to  the  proceedings  of  the  committee. 

Before  this  period  wo  had  received  and  read  Mr. 
Whitney's  protest,  in  which  he  assigns  his  reasons,  at 
large,  fur  not  answering  certain  classes  of  questions. 
His  examination  progressed  with  this  protest  before  ust 
and  when  he  declined  answering  questions,  as  be  often 
did,  it  was,  of  course,  for  reasons  set  forth  in  that  paper; 
and  it  was  deemed  unnecessary  and  improper  for  him 
to  give  reasona  for  declining,  in  each  case  where  he 
did  not  choose  to  answer  an  interrogatory. 

Again:  It  was  well  known  that  Mr.  Peyton  had,  more 
than  once,  denounced  the  witness  in  very  strong  terms, 
on  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Hepresentatlves;  and  ttiat 
the  latter  had,  but  a  few  days  prior  to  this  affair,  pub- 
lished a  **eaid,"  in  relation  to  Mr.  Peyton,  which  was 
couched  in  very  offensive  language.  They  were  not 
on  spesktng  terms.  All  the  questions,  answers,  and 
suggestions,  which  passed  between  them,  were  transmit- 
ted through  the  cbairnuin.  Under  such  circumstances, 
it  was  beueved  to  be  not  only  an  obvious  violation  of  the 
rules  of  propriety,  but  "  disrespectful,"  for  the  witness, 
after  refusing  to  answer  an  interrogatory,  to  proceed  to 
give  reasons  for  his  refusal,  which  reflected  personally 
upon  the  member  who,  by  the  permission  of  the  com- 
mittee, had  propounded  the  question.  It  was  calculated 
to  provoke  a  quarrel,  and  it  was  this  offence,  on  the 
part  of  the  witness,  which  the  resolution  was  intended 
to  rebuke.  If  witnesses,  under  the  pretext  of  giving 
reasons  for  not  answering  questions,  could  be  allowed 
to  retort  upon  the  members  of  a  committee,  or  of  a  court, 
they  might  thus  heap  upon  them,  individually  and  col- 
lectively, whatever  odium  happened  to  suit  their  inter- 
ests or  inclination.  Such  a  practice  could  not  be  toler- 
ated before  any  tribunal « and,  in  this  case,  it  was  resolv- 
ed to  check  it  at  once. 

Whether,  as  between  parties  who  were  not  personally 
unfriendly,  the  reply  would  have  been  conaidered  disre- 
spectful; or  whetlier  the  provocation  was  sufficient  to 
justify  all  the  scenes  which  followed,  were  other  and 
very  different  questions,  and  as  to  which  the  committee 
did  not  feel  called  upon  to  express  an  opinion.  Such, 
at  least,  were  my  sentiments;  and,  so  fsr  as  1  conversed 
with  the  members,  I  understood  them  to  be  theirs  also. 

I  understand  it  has  been  said  that  we  ought  to  have 
brought  this  affair  immediately  before  the  House.  It 
would  have  been  strange  if  we  bsd.  Scenes  not  unlike 
it  have  occurred  on  several  occaaions  during  the  last 
three  years,  and  the  uniform  practice  of  the  Houae  has 
been  to  resort  to  every  means  in  its  power  necessary  to 
produce  a  reconciliation  and  reatore  harmony,  some- 
tienes  remaining  in  session  for  hours  to  accomplish  the 
object.  We  but  followed  the  example  of  the  honorable 
body  whose  committee  we  were,  and  effected  a  restore* 
lion  of  order  and  harmony,  which  enabled  us  to  proceed 
with  our  business. 

In  submitting  a  statement,  which  is  to  be  recorded 
and  published,  it  is  due  to  the  occasion,  and  to  the  part 
I  bore  in  the  proceedings,  to  add  these  expknatory  re- 
marks to  the  narrative  of  facts  which  I  have  given  as 
testimony. 

Second  question  by  Counsel.  What  was  Mr.  Whit- 
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ney'fl  general  demeanor  m  •  witneu  before  the  commit- 
tee; was  any  indecorum  or  diareapect  on  hia  part  to- ^ 
warda  the  committee,  or  any  member  of  it,  obaerved  or 
complained  of,  or  in  any  manner  cenaured  by  the  com- 
mittee? 

Answer.  Hia  conduct  was  reapectfuf,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  this  affair  between  him  and  Mr.  Peyton.  In  that 
case,  the  committee  returned  hia  answer  as  disrespect- 
ful. ^ 

Third  question  by  Counsel.  Please  state  whether  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Whitney,  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
unhappy  acene  in  queation,  waa  or  waa  not  cool,  col- 
lected, and  forbearing;  whether  he  did  or  did  not 
manifeat,  byjword,  de«l,  or  geature,  or  by  what  word, 
^ileed,  or  geature,  any  diapoaition  to  aaaault  Mr.  Peyton. 
Please  deacribe  such  circumstances  of  his  posture  and 
manner  aa  may  go  to  show  whether  he  meditated  aa- 
sault  or  stood  on  the  defenaiv^  merely. 

Anawer.  Mr.  Whitney  waa  apparently  cool  and  for- 
bearing. I  saw  now  no  disposition  manifested,  on  hia 
part,  to  become  an  assailant. 

Firat  queation  by  Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky.  Did 
or  did  not  Mr.  Wise  endeavor  to  prevent  any  coUiaion 
between  Mr.  Peyton  and  R.  M.Whitney,  by  atepping  in 
between  them,  and  laying  his  handa  upon  Mr.  Peyton, 
and  puahing  him  back  from  hia  poaition? 

Anawer.  He  did. 

Second  queation  by  Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky. 
Did  or  did  not  Mr.  Wiae  privately  requeat  the  mem- 
bcna  of  the  committee  not  to  riae  until  after  a  sufficient 
time  waa  allowed  after  the  examination  of  R.  M.  Whit- 
ney was  closed  to  enable  'him  (Whitney)  to  withdraw 
from  the  committee  room,  ao  aa  to  prevent  the  witneaa 
and  Mr.  Peyton  being  thrown  together,  without  the 
presence  of  the  committee  to  restrain  them;  and  did  not 
Mr.  Wiae,  at  the  time,  declare  that  hia  object  waa  to 
prevent  eolliaion  between  the  partiea? 

Anawer.  He  expressed  such  sentiments  to  me. 

Third  question  by  Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky.  Did 
Mr.  Wise  do  more  than  denounce  the  inaolence  of  R. 
M.  Whitney  to  the  committee;  and,  in  attempting  to 
pacify  Mr.  Peyton,  did  he  do  more  than  say  to  him  that 
R.  M,  Whitney  waa  not  worth  hia  notice? 

Anawer.  He  made  other  remarks,  but  I  do  not  recol- 
lect them. 

Fourth  question  of  Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky. 
Did  or  did  not  Mr.  Wise  and  Mr.  Peyton  treat  R.  M. 
Whitney  with  perfect  reapect  in  hia  examination  before 
the  committee,  both  before  and  after  the  diffictjlty  be- 
tween him  and  Mr.  Peyton  had  occurred;  and  did  not 
hia  examination  occupy  much  time;  and  were  not  most 
of  the  questions  propounded  by  Mr.  Peyton  after  the 
difficulty  occurred? 

Answer.  They  treated  him  with  reapect  both  before 
and  after.  Hia  examination  occupied  much  tme;  and  I 
believe  moat  of  the  queationa  were  asked  afterwarda. 
The  journal  will  answer  the  latter  inquiry. 

Fifth  queation  by  Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky.  Had 
you  or  had  you  not  aeen  Mr.  Whitney's  card  in  the 
Globe  of  the  5th  of  January  last?  [Thia  card  waa  given 
in  Mr.  Fairfield'a  testimony.]  And  do  you  not  know  or 
believe  that  Mr.  Peyton  had  aeen  said  card,  or  was  in- 
formed of  its  contents;  and  did  not  the  answer  to  the 
question  which  preceded  the  difficulty  involve  the  truth 
of  the  chargea  which  the  card  of  Mr.  Whitney  pro- 
nounced to  be  falae,  and  for  the  uttering  of  which  be 
pronounced  Mr.  Peyton  a  calumniator? 

Anawer.  I  had  seen  the  *<card,"  and  so  had  Mr.  Pey- 
ton. He  took  the  Globe  out  of  my  band  to  read  the 
<*card,"  and  converaed  with  me  about  it  in  the  commit- 
tee room.  I  understand  the  answer  of  the  witness  aa 
referring  to  that  "card,"  or  to  the  charge  discuased  and 
denied  in  that  publication. 


Firat  queation  of  Mr.  INGEttSOLL.  What  Uoguige 
did  R.  M.  Whitney  use  immediately  before  the  ioterpo- 
aition  of  Mr.  Peyton? 

Anawer.  None  that  I  have  heard. 

Second  queation  of  Mr.  INGERSOLL.  Whit  Ian- 
guage  did  Mr.  R.  M.  Whitney  uae  immediately  before 
the  witneaa  aaya,  **  Mr.  Peyton  rose  and  addressed  tbe 
chairman?" 

Anawer.  He  did  nothing,  immediately  after  Mr.  Vty- 
ton  rose. 

Question  by  Mr.  BELL.  When  Mr.  Peyton  wis 
called  to  order  by  tbe  chairoiaii  of  the  committee,  for 
the  first  remarkf  made  by  him  in  reference  to  Mr.  Whit* 
ney,  did  he  not  take  hia  seat  and  continue  sitting  uolil 
Mr.  Whitney  rose  and  commenced  speaking? 

Answer.  1  think  not.  I  believe  be  had  been  tested, 
though,  before  Mr.  Whitney  commenced  apeaking;. 
At  the  time  tbe  witneaa  apoke*  I  believe  Mr.  Peyton  wis 
atanding. 

Second  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  When  Mr.  Pe>'ton 
rose  the  second  time,  did  be  advance  acrossa  line  dnwn 
from  his  chair  towards  the  fireplace,  cutting  bim  off 
from  R.  M.  Whitney?  Could  you,  at  tbe  instant  of  time 
when  Mr.  Peyton  put  hia  hand  to  his  bosom,  see  tbe 
right  hand  of  Mr.  Whitney?  If  yes,  wu  it  not  thrust 
into  his  pocket,  with  the  left  foot  advanced? 

Answer.  He  did  not.  I  did  not  see  his  band  to  his 
boaom,  nor  did  I  aee  the  right  hand  or  left  foot. 

Third  queation  of  Mr.  BELL.  Did  you  occupy  a  po- 
sition which  enabled  you  to  aee  the  offensive  look  or 
acowl  of  the  witneasj  R.  M.  Whitney,  which  be  cut  upon 
Mr.  Peyton,  if  any,  at  tbe  time  of  banding  bia  answer  to 
tbe  chairman? 

Anawer.  I  did  not  aee  hia  face  at  that  moment 

Fourth  queation  of  Mr.  BELL.  Did  not  Mr.  Peyton 
complain  that  tbe  witneaa,  R.  M.  Whitney,  bad  insulied 
him  by  bis  look  at  tbe  time? 

Anawer.  He  did. 

Fiflh  qnestioo  of  Mr.  BELL.  If  it  had  been  Mr.  Pey- 
ton'a  intention  to  dmw  a  weapon  upon  Mr.  Whitney » 
had  he  not  ample  time  to  do  ao? 

Anawer.  He  had. 

Sixth  queation  of  Mr.  BELL.  What  number  of  inter- 
rogatories were  propounded  by  Mr.  Peyton  to  the  wit- 
neaa, K.  M.  Whitney?  How  many  before  and  howmmy 
after  the  queation  and  anawer  which  gave  rise  to  the 
alteration  alluded  to?  Did  you  apprehend  danger  of  in- 
sult or  peraonal  violence  to  aaid  witneaa,  when  he  retp- 
peared  before  aaid  committee,  on  the  part  of  either  Mr. 
Wiae  or  Mr.  Peyton?  State  whether  they,  and  each  of 
them,  did  not  treat  him  with  the  courteay  duta  witnesst 
aa  well  after  aa  before  that  occurrence? 

Answer.  The  journal  of  the  committee  will  show  the 
number  of  queationa  propounded  before  and  ift^r*  I 
apprehendea  no  danger  to  tbe  witneaa  when  be  retp- 
peared.  He  waa  treated  courteoualy,  both  before  ind 
after  that  occurred,  by  all  the  members  of  ibe  com- 
mittee. 

Seventh  queation  of  Mr.  BELL.  Was  there  not  a  rule 
of  the  committee  that  all  queationa  should  be  reduced  to 
writing,  and  propounded  through  the  chairman  to  wit- 
neaa, if  not  objected  to  by  a  member  of  the  committee; 
and  that  all  anawera  of  witneaa  ahould  be  returned  m 
writing,  through  the  same  channel?  And  was  it  not  re- 
marked by  Mr.  Peyton,  that  the  witness  must  answer  in 
writing,  and  that  he  ahould  not  addreas  the  commitiee  m 
any  other  way  ? 

Anawer.  I'here  waa  such  a  rule;  I  have  gi^cn  Mr. 
Peyton's  words  in  my  answer  to  the  firat  interrogatory- 

Eighth  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  Had  or  had  not  sskI 

witneaa  refused  to  answer  several  questions  put  to  \\^ 

by  Mr.  Peyton,  before  the  one  above  alluded  to,  cl»r| 

I  acteriztng  them  aa  inquisitorial,   which  questions  b*<i 
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been  decided  by  the  comniUee  at  proper  to  be  pro- 
pounded? 

Aniwer.  He  hid.  ^ 

Fintqaeftion  bj  Committee.  Was  or  wai  not  the 
deportneat  of  Mr.  Peyton  that  of  a  man  who  did  not  in- 
teDd  to  make  an  attack,  but  desired  to  deter  another, 
ml  (mke  bim  desist  from  insulting  remark  and  conduct^ 

Answer  to  Mr.  Ghomos's  first  interro|patory  in  be* 
bilFof  tbe  committee.  His  deportment  was  angry  and 
?ioient.  I  cannot  say  what  were  hia  motives  or  in- 
tentioiu. 

Ninth  question  of  Mr^  DELL.  How  far  was  Mr. 
Peyton  sitting  from  tbe  witness  (Whitney)  at  the  time  of 
theeonmencement  of  the  occurrence  to  which  you  have 
.liiuded?  Slate,  also,  whether  Mr.  Peyton  waa  not  sitting 
Atirer  to  the  witness  than  any  other  member  of  the 
coomittee.  State,  also,  whether  Mr.  Peyton  waa  not 
sUttding  still  at  the  time  be  had  his  band  in  his  bosom, 
uid  when  Mr.  Wise  approached  bim. 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  the  precise  distance  they  were 
■ptrti  perhaps  five  or  six  feet  Mr.  Peyton  wu  nearer 
ibiB  sny  member  except  myself.  I  sat  at  the  end  of  the 
nble,  snd  was  quite  as  near  the  witness,  I  think,  as  he 
*M.  At  tbe  time  Mr.  Peyton  is  said  to  have  had  his 
hiod  in  bis  bo^m,  I  did  not  see  bim  advance  towards 
ibe  witness  by  tsking  a  step,  though  he  was  not  en- 
tiKiy  still. 

Second  question  by  Committee.  What  was  the  ques- 
tion put  to  Mr.  Whitney,  and  his  answer  thereto,  to 
vbich  yon  refer  in  yoor  answer  to  the  first  interrogatory  { 
ud  vbst  wu  tbe  vote  of  the  committee,  also  referred  to 
^noainyour  answer  to  the  same  interrogator}* «  and 
I  *'U  you  now  set  them  forth,  to  be  received  in  connexion 
viUi,  snd  ss  part  of,  your  answer  to  said  interrogatory? 

Answer.  An  extract  from  the^ournal  of  the  commit- 
wiil  ibow  the  queatioo,  answer,  and  vote. 

Fourth  question  of  the  Counsel.  In  your  answer  to 
I  ^  first  question  of  tbe  accused,  you  speak  of  Mr. 
I  i^eyton^s  coropiainiog  of  Mr.  Whitney's  scowl  or  looks, 
*t  tbe  time.  ^  Do  you  refer  to  any  other  time  or  to  any 
either  complaint  of  Mr.  Peyton,  but  what  had  been 
^^^edin  the  former  part  of  your  same  answer,  as  utter- 
^  ^  Ur.  Peyton  just  before  the  chairman  directed 
v.Whitoey  to  retire,  to  wit:  «  Mr.  Peyton  resumed 
biiieat,  but  soon  turning  towards  tbe  witness,  said,  damn 
nin,  his  eyes  are  on  mei  God  damn  him,  he  is  looking 
'(^idunn  him,  he  shan't  look." 

Answer.  I  do  not  refer  to  the  complaint  of  Mr.  Pey- 
Jpn  ibst  the  witneaa*s  eyes  were  upon  him,  &c.  Be- 
»re  the  committee  resumed  the  examination,  Mr.  Pey- 
wn  mentioned  that  at  the  time  the  witness  banded  his 
^ver  to  the  chairman  he  frowned  or  scowled  upon 
^%  (Mr.  Peyton.)  I  think  his  remarks  upon  this  point 
vere  at^^  g^  ^^  |-g,^  1,^  ^1^^^  p^^  ^„  apologizing  for 

"«  conduct. 

Pffst  question  of  Mr.  OWENS.  Was  tbe  propriety  or 
pertinency  of  tbe  answer  of  Mr.  Whitney  to  the  question 
P^poonded  by  Mr.  Peyton  discussed  by  the  committee, 
^^y  member  of  it,  before  or  after  Mr.  Whitney  re- 
5''^  from  the  room,  or  was  there  any  dissenting  opin- 
•"onibewbjecl? 

Answer.  The  propriety  of  the  answer  was  discuss- 
.<^in  tbe  committee  by  myself,  and  opinions  expressed 
■j^re^rdtoit,  I  think,  by  others.  There  was  no  dis- 
voting  opinion,  that  I  heard,  from  the  vote  of  the  com- 
'^ee  declaring  the  answer  to  be  an  improper  one. 

Tenth  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  Have  you  read  in  the 
jfV  ^"^UiKeocer  of  the  7th  Instant  tbe  statement  of 
"^*  Peyton  and  Wise,  in  relation  to  the  occurrence 
*  Jhe  committee  on  the  25ih  of  January  ?  If  yes,  please 
^^  vheiber  their  statements  are  substantially  correct; 
» Tou  have  not  read  the  sUtemenU  in  tbe  Intelligencer, 
P^ie  read  ihem,  and  state  as  before  requested. 


Answer.  I  read  these  statements-  some  days  ajgfo.  A 
comparison  of  them  with  the  narrative  which  1  have  just 
given  will  show  how  far  1  think  them  correct.  I  do  not 
Know  any  thing  further  I  could  add,  unless  1  should  give 
an  opinion  as  to  their  general  agreement  with  my  own 
atatement. 

Eleventh  question  by  Mr.  BELL.  Did  any  member  of 
this  House  complain  to  you  of  the  conduct  of  the  com- 
mittee in  failing  to  report  the  proceedings  in  the  com- 
mittee on  the  35tli  of  January  to  the  Houae?  And,  also^ 
whether  any  member  of  this  House  has  avowed  to  you 
that  his  object  in  supporting  the  proposition  to  bring 
Mc  Whitney  before  the  House  was  to  go  into  the  ex- 
amination of  the  conduct  of  Messrs.  Peyton  and  Wiae 
upon  the  occasion  referred  to. 

Answer.  Several  members  of  the  committee  have  de- 
clared to  me  that  the  committee  ought  to  have  reported 
.  the  affair  to  the  House.  I  do  not  recollect  that  any  one 
has  said  that  his  motive  in  voting  for  the  investigation  . 
wu  to  examine  the  conduct  of  Messrs,  Peyton  and  Wise. 
Some  gentlemen  have  expreased  the  opinion  to  me,  that, 
after  all  that  had  been  said  in  relation  to  this  matter,  it 
was  due  to  the  House  and  to  the  country  that  the  facts 
should  be  made  known  as  they  really  transpired. 

First  question  by  Mr.  PEYTON.  Do  you  understand, 
from  your  knowledge  of  the  sentiments  of  the  members 
of  this  House,  that  their  chief  object  in  supporting  and 
bringing  Mr.  Whitney  before  the  House,  for  an  alleged 
contempt  of  its  authority,  was  to  lay  the  circumatances  of 
the  occurrence  in  the  committee  room  before  the  world; 
and,  from  all  you  know  on  that  subject,  do  you  believe 
that  such  was  the  object  of  any  portion  of  the  members 
of  this  House?  If  yea,  atate  all  the  faots  and  circum- 
atances upon  which  that  understanding  and  belief  rests. 

Mr.  McKEON  remarked  that  he  objected  to  the  ques- 
tion, on  the  ground  that  it  proposed  to  ask  the  witness 
his  opinions  on  a  certain  subject.  He  made  opposition 
with  clean  hands.  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr. 
Pxttof]  might  be  assured  thiit  he  (Mr.  MeK.)  had 
no  wish  to  extend  this  investigation  beyond  the  limila 
of  the  issue  made  by  the  accused.  He  (Mr.  McK.) 
had  nothing  to  do  with  bringing  tbe  aecused  to  ttie  bar. 
He  bad,  from  tbe  commencement,  arrayed  himself  against 
the  arrest  of  that  individual.  The  great  mass  of  his  po- 
litical friends  were  to  be  found  in  the  minority  on  that 
question.  If  Mr.  Whitney's  contempt,  however,* was  to 
be  made  the  foundation  of  an  examination  into  the  opin- 
ions of  members  of  this  House,  it  would  establish  a  prin- 
ciple opening  new  issues  in  the  present  controversy,  and 
leading  to  interminable  debates  on  questions  which 
would  inevitably  follow  that  now  proposed.  He  wished 
the  matter  brought  to  a  close.  He  appealed  (o  the  gen- 
tleman who  offered  it  to  consider  the  consequence  of 
making  inquiry  into  the  private,  confidential  conversa- 
tions of  gentlemen  upon  this  floor.  He  appealed  to 
him  whether  it  would  not  be  calculated  to  excite  feel- 
ings any  other  than  pleasant  between  those  where  none 
but  those  of  a  friendly  nature  should  exist.  Whether 
it  would  not  be  converting  this  House  into  an  inquisi- 
torial tribunal,  employing  the  torture  to  extort  opinions 
from  its  victims. 

Mr.  PEYTON  ssid:  The  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  McKboh]  objects  to  tbe  question  propounded  by 
me  to  the  witness,  on  the  ground  of  form,  and  as  calcu- 
lated to  elicit  hearsay  evidence.  I  wish,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, to  set  the  gentleman  right  in  that  regard.  The 
question  is  intended  to  bring  out  facts  and  circumstances 
within  the  knowledge  of  tbe  witness.  Facts  and  cir- 
cumstances going  to  establish  what?  Why,  whether 
this  investigation  has  been  entered  into  bmajidc,  or 
whether  it  is  not  rather  a  shameless  fraud,  attempted  to 
be  perpetrated  by  the  ostensible  accused,  but  real  pros- 
ecutor, aided  and  abetted  by  members  of  tliia  House,  to 
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affect  the  reputation  of  my  friend  from  Virginia  and  my- 
self. That,  air,  is  the  acope  and  meaning  of  the  ques- 
tion. And  here  1  t»ke  occasion  to  ssy,  in  justice  to  my 
own  feelingfi,  no  Irss  than  to  those  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman to  whom  it  is  propounded,  that  1  know  him  to  be 
utterly  incapable  of  tiaving  any  thing  to  do  with  this 
transaction;  nor  do  I  know  whether  he  is  in  possession 
of  any  facts  or  circumstances  which  I  could  almost  say 
1  know  to  exist,  tending  to  prove  a  combination  between 
certain  members  of  this  body,  scting  in  concert  with 
others  out  of  it,  to  put  my  friend  and  myself  on  trial,  in- 
stead of  the  accused,  as  he  is  technically  called.  Sir,  I 
wish  that  I  could  point  them  out,  but  I  cannot «  and  that 
18  the  reason  why  I  seek  evidence  to  establish  the  fact 
of  a  conspiracy,  so  unjust  in  its  objects,  so  insidious  in 
its  means  to  attain  them,  and  so  disgraceful  to  the  par- 
tiea  concerned. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  it  waa  not  in  order  to  indulge  in 
reflections  upon  members  of  the  House. 

Mr.  YELL  said  he  would  thank  the  gentleman  to 
name  the  members. 

Mr.  CLAIBORNB,  of  Mississippi,  united  in  that  wish. 

Mr.  PEYTON  resumed,  f  unite  with  both  these 
gentlemen,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  the  wish  which  they  have 
expressed.  I,  too,  want  names,  and  I  mean  to  have 
them,  if  it  be  possible.  Gentlemen  have  herefofore 
clamored  for  proof,  and,  so  far  aa  I  am  concerned,  they 
shall  have  it.  The  gentleman  from  Arkansas  [Mr.  Ybli.] 
need  not  have  assumed  a  sensitiveness,  for  which  I  am 
aure  there  is  no  occasion,  and  call  on  me  for  names, 
which  he  mast  have  known,  for  1  had  just  said,  that  1 
could  not  give. 

But  gentlemen  need  not  expect  to  get  off  so  soon  and 
ao  easily  as  they  have  probably  hoped;  for  if  this  House, 
or  rather  the  majority  of  i»,  do  not  shrink  and  back  out 
from  the  position  which  they  have  taken,  (and  f  do  trust 
that  they  will  not— I  dare  them  to  stand  up  to  it,)  we 
will,  I  doubt  not»  have  names,  and  facts  too,  amply  sufli- 
cient  to  bear  me  out  in  what  I  have  said.  If  there  be 
witnesses  to  prove  that  secret  conclaves  have  been  held 
with  the  accused,  and  that  thia  *' unfortunate  aff*air,"  as 
it  has  been  pathetically  called,  has  been  thrust  into  this 
hall,  not  for  the  purpose  of  affecting  him,  but  of  putting 
two  members  of  this  House  upon  their  trial — 

Mr.  CUSHMAN  called  the  gentleman  to  order. 

The  CHAIR.  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  is  re- 
minded that  he  must  not  reflect  upon  the  members  of 
this  House,  or  any  individual  member  of  it. 

Mr.  PEYTON.  I  did  not  sihide  to  any  individual 
membtr,  for  I  have  repeatedly  said  that  it  was  out  of  my 
power  to  do  so. 

The  CHAIR  again  reminded  the  gentleman  that  he 
must  not  reflect  upon  the  House  as  a  body,  or  upon  any 
of  its  members. 

Mr.  PEYTON.  Why,  sir,  it  is  alt  conjecture  on  my 
part,  though  there  are  circumstances  strung  enough 
to  produce  conviction  on  my  mind,  that  the  conduct  in 
this  matter,  I  will  not  say  of  whom,  but  of  gentlemen,  is 
in  an  altitude  as  suspicious  as  the  most  damning  proof 
could  place  it.  This  is  my  conviction.  But  I  want  the 
proof  to  satisfy  others.  I  propose  and  expect— -indeed, 
have  no  doubt  of  being  able— to  prove  by  witnesses,  if 
we  can  be  permitted  to  examine  them,  that  there  was 
an  understanding — whether  proper  or  improper  I  will 
not  aay— between  the  said  R,  M.  Whitney  and  divers 
honorable  members  of  this  House. 

Mr.  YELL  begged  leave  just  to  ask  the  gentleman— 

The  CHAIR,  interposing,  said  that  it  was  out  of  order 
for  any  other  member  to  address  the  House. 

Mr,  PEYTON.     I  give  way,  sir,  with  great  pleasure. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  it  could  only  be  done  by  general 
consent. 

No  member  objecting. 


Mr.  YELL  would  then  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee whether,  in  any  part  of  this  transaction,  from 
beginning  to  end,  he  intended  to  allude  to  him,  (Mr.  Y.,) 
either  in  the  vote  which  he  had  given  to  bring  the  ac- 
cused to  the  bar,  or  for  any  other  part  he  had  taken  in 
the  matter. 

Mr.  PEYTON.  I  will  do  the  gentleman  the  justice 
to  say  that  1  never  thought  of  him  at  all;  and  if  he  btd 
not  interrupted  me  by  his  frequent  calls  for  informalion, 
I  should  not  have  recollected  that  he  was  in  the  Houie. 

Mr.  YELL  was  glad  that  the  gentleman  had  infornied 
the  House  that  no  intimacy  existed  between  Ihem. 

Mr.  PEYTON.  I  expect  to  prove,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  this  whole  proceeding  is  a  contrivance  to  give 
Whitney  the  eclat  and  triumph  of  bringing  my  friend 
and  myself  to  the  bar  of  thia  Houae,  for  the  purpose  of 
holding  us  up,  so  fiir  as  that  object  could  be  effected,  to 
the  indignation  of  this  House  and  of  the  country.  Sir, 
there  never  has  been  any  deaign,  other  than  this,  in  get- 
ting up  and  carrying  out  this  prosc'cutloni  and  sH  those 
patriotic  appeals,  those  beautiful  apoatrophes  to  liberty, 
those  moving  pictures  of  a  citizen  in  vineuHit  or  in  the 
shambles,  which,  for  several  daya  past,  have  been  ad- 
dressed to  our  sympathies,  do  not  in  fact  spply  to  the 
accused,  aahe  is  called,  but,  if  to  any  one,  are  applicable 
to  my  friend  from  Virginia  and  myself.  Possibly  I  may 
not  be  able  to  prove  this;  but  I  want,  at  least,  the  op- 
portunity to  try.  And  it  is  rty  purpose,  if  permitted  by 
the  House,  to  examine  every  gentlemsn  whom  I  may  be- 
lieve to  possess  any  information  in  relstion  to  it.  If  I 
fail,  then,  in  establishing  the  fiacts,  it  will  be  in  come- 
quence  of  a  wsnt  of  knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  wit- 
nesses. 

It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  there  can  be  no 
question  now  in  regard  to  the  real  object  of  this  infeiii- 
gation;  that  it  is  intended  to  affeet  my  friend  from  Yrr- 
ginia  and  myself.  And  how  does  it  happen  that  we  are 
thus  arraigned  before  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
and  before  the  American  people,  for  a  contempt  of  R- 
M.  Whitney.'  By  what  indirection  has  K  been  made  to 
take  thia  direction f  This  is  what  I  desire  to  know,  nr. 
And,  if  the  House  permit  me,  1  will  adduce  efidence  to 
irresistible  that  gentlemen  who  now  hoM  their  heads 
high  will  be  made  to  shrink  and  cower  before  the  pub- 
lic indignation.  Sir,  shall  I  not  be  permitted  to  do  tha' 
If  attacks  be  made  upon  honest  men,  in  or  out  of  ibis 
House,  are  they  to  be  denied  the  poor  privilege  of  de- 
monstrating their  falsehood^  , 

Will  those  gentlemen  who  seem  to  fake  so  deep  ind 
sensitive  an  interest  in  the  feelings  and  character  and 
honor— yes,  «r,  the  honor— of  their  friend,  deny  twlbtf 
privilege'  Will  they,  dan  they,  withhold  it  from  us. 
honorably  and  compatibly  with  their  sense  of  justice  as 
men  and  as  members?  No,  air;  they  will  not,  cannot. 
My  porpoae  is  to  hold  them  up  to  the  issue  which  them- 
selves have  made.  1  am  ready  to  go  on,  and  go  througn 
with  my  trial— to  submit  to  any  ordeal  of  inveatigattoa, 
however  aearching,  which  may  be  forced  upon  me.  Bw 
I  want  justice  dealt  out  with  'an  even  hand.  ^  •  j  J 
are  on  trial  cannot  be  supposed  to  know  sll  the  blacs 
and  disgraceful  circumstances  which  belong  to  this  iran^ 
action;  but  we  wish  to  prove  them  by  witnesses,  sno  » 
will  prove  them,  if  possible,  be  the  consequencea  woat 
they  may. 

In  conclusion,  sir,  I  repeat  that  f  make  no  •ccuw'?" 
against  individuals,  because  I  am  in  possession  of  no  nc^ 
implicating  individuals  by  name.  If  I  werr,  'T" 
make  it  known.  But  I  reiterate,  again  and  •?^|"*  "^ 
call  for  the  proof;  and  if  it  be  such  as  1  believe  it  "^^yr: 
nav,  almost  know  it  must  be— then  let  g*"^'**"*'^  S 
can,  draw  the  distinction  between  themseWes  and  mc 
friend,  R.  M.  Whitney. 

On  motion,  the  House  then  adjourned. 
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Fbidat,  FsvKUAmT  17. 
CASE  OF  R.  M.  WHITNEY. 

After  truMidtni^  some  morning  butioeti, 
'  Tb«  House  retomed  Ihe  exmrninrntion  of  witnenet  in 
the  CMC  of  R.  M.  Whitney*  for  an  tlleg^  contempt  of 
Ihe  House  in  not  appearing  before  a  aeleet  committee  of 
the  Home,  of  iHiich  fl.  A.  Wits  is  chairman. 

The  following  interrogatory  to  Mr.  HAMsm  was  peni!- 
inpvhenthe  Honae  last  adjourned;  Mr.  MoKiok  bad 
objeeled  to  it,  and  briefly  stated  the  grounds  of  bis  ob- 
JNfkni;  tnd  Mr.  Fbttok  bad  replied  at  some  length. 

Fim  question  by  Ma.  Pxttoic .  Do  you  understand, 
fronyour  knowledge  of  the  sentiments  of  tlie  members 
of  this  House,  that  their  chief  object  in  supporting  and 
bnoging  Mr.  Whitney  before  the  House,  lor  >«n  Alleged 
eofrtefspt  of  its  authority,  was  to  lay  the  circumstances 
of  the  occurrence  in  the  committee  room  before  the 
vorld;  sod,  from  all  you  know  on  that  subject,  do  you 
beltere  that  such  was  the  object  of  any  portion  of  the 
nembers  of  this  House?  If  yea,  state  all  the  facts  and 
cimjmstances  upon  which  that  understanding  and  belief 
reiti. 

Mr.  PEYTON  now  withdrew  thia  interrogatory,  and 
Mbtfrtuted  the  following  in  ita  place: 

First  question  by  Mr.  PEYTON.  Have  you  heard  any 
"^nbcr  of  this  House  dechire  that  any  proceeding 
ihottM  be  adopted  or  proaecoted  to  bring  the  occurren- 
ces Iq  the  committer,  on  the  35th  of  January,  to  the 
Mice  of  the  Honae  >  And  if  yt%  state  whether  you 
hive  heard  such  an  opinion  expreased  by  many  of  the 
nembers  of  the  House;  and,  alto,  whether  any  of  them 
»rgested  that  proceedings  against  R.  M.  Whitney,  for 
>  cMtenpf,  would  he  a  proper  mode  of  effecting  that 
object. 

,  Mr.  TURRILL  said  he  was  under  the  necessity  of  ob- 
jecting to  this  interrogatory,  as  he  considered  it  a  very 
»proper  inquiry  to  mtke. 

Mr.  PEYTON  rose  to  a  question  of  onler.  He  desired 
lo  know  whether  it  was  in  order  to  object  to  an  inter- 
f^tory  after  the  witness  had  returned  his  answer. 

The  CHAIR  said  it  was  in  order  to  object  at  any  time 
Wore  the  answer  was  received  and  recorded. 

Mr-  TURRILL  said  he  was  not  now  prepared  to  dis- 
n»  this  question!  and  if  he  was  prepared  to  argue  the 
P^nt,  be  should  consider  it  would  be  trespassing  upon 
^^'pstimee  of  the  House  to  adduce  a  single  argument 
'<'  show  that  a  question  making  an  inquiry  into  the  views 
*<hI  intentions  of  members  of  that  House  was  not  a 
Pi^er  one  to  be  put  to  the  witness.  Every  gentleman 
"^st  lee  what  auch  questions  as  this  must  lead  to.  It 
^too  pltin  g  proposition  to  need  any  argument  to  make 
*  n^  majority  of  the  members  of  that  House  vote 
•pinstit. 

Mr.  PEYTON  said  he  had  not  heard  the  objectiona 
?*>«  to  this  interrogatory  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
''wki  [Mr.  TummiLL.]  He  considered  the  interrogatory 
I  proper  one,  as  the  object  of  it  was  to  ascertain  whether 

mt  mrestigstion  was  brought  before  the  House  because 
2«  vitnets  was  alarmed,  and  whether,  from  fesr  and 
*"n*,  be  dare  not  make  his  appearance  before  the 
c«nmiiuee;  or  whether  thia  investigstibn,  so  far  as  the 
•'tness  wu  Concerned,  had  been  got  up  with  a  view  to 
"*<^  members  of  that  Houae;  and  whether  auch  a 
^^^  htd  not  been  taken  by  the  witness  in  concert 
^\ sad  aided  and  abetted  by,  members  of  thst  House. 

f  *Ji'^  ^^^  establish  the  fact  that  the  witness  was  not 
\\1    ^^^  ^^^  ^^^*  ^**  '^^  ^^*  motive  in  coming  before 

o^J^*^'  hut  that  his  object  was  a  very  different  one. 


1*^  jhtt  he  and  all  concerned  had  only  got  up  this  farce 
*  the  purpose  of  operating  on  certain  memhera  of  that 
"^sp,  lie  uked  if  it  would  not  add  to  the  contempt  of 
this  Witness.  He  considered  it  a  propoaition  too  plain  to 


be  argisedi  and  as  he  had  given  hiaviesrs  on  thia  subject 
last  evening,  he  did  not  desire  to  repeat  them. 

Mr.  BOND  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered,  and  tiyere:  Yeas  89,  naya  84,  as  follows: 

Yb AS— Messrs.  Alford,  Chilton  Allan,  Ash,  Ashley, 
Bailey,  Bean,  Beaumont,  Bell,  Bond,  Bouldin,  Bunch, 
John  Calhoon,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Campbell,  Carter, 
George  Chambers,  John  Chambers,  Chetwood,  Childs, 
Nathaniel  H.  Ctelt>ome,  Corwin,  Craig,  Crane,  Cusbing, 
Darlington,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Dunisp,  Forester,  Gran 
ger,  Granthind,  Graves,  Grennell,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard, 
Harper,  Samuel  8.  Harrison,  Albert  G.  Harrison. 
Hsynes,  Haseltine,  Henderson,  Herod,  Howell,  Hont, 
Huntsman,  Ingersoll,  William  Jackson,  Jsnes,  Jenifer, 
John  W.  Jones,  Lawier.  Lawrence,  Luke  Les,  Lyon, 
Samaon  Maaon,  Maury»  McComaa,  McKennan,  Mercer, 
Milligan,  Montgomery,  Morris,  Pearaon,  Pettigrew. 
Phdiips,  Pickens,  Potts,  Reed,  Robertson,  Rogers, 
Russell,  William  B.  Shepard,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd, 
Shields,  Sloane,  Spangler.  Standefer,  Steele,  Storer, 
Taliaferro^  Waddy  Thompson,  Tomer,  Underwood. 
Vinton,  White,  Lewis  Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  Yell, 
Young — 89, 

Nats — Memrs.  Anthony,  Barton,  Beale,  Bbck,  Bockee, 
Boon,  Borden,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Briggs,  BuctMnan,  Bums, 
Cambreleng,  Carr,  Caaey,  Chaney,  Chapin,  John  P.  H. 
Chiibome,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Cramer,  Crary, 
Cnahman,  Doiibleday,  Dromgoole,  Efner,  Farlin, 
French,  Fry,  Galbraitb,  Gholson,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall, 
Hawkins,  Hosir,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  Hunt- 
ington, Ingham,  Joseph  Johnson,  Benjamin  Jones,  Ken- 
non,  Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  Jjine,  Lansing,  Gideon 
Le^,  Joshua  L^^e,  TItomas  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan,  liOyalf, 
Abijah  Mann,  Job  Mann,  William  Mason,  Moses  Maaon, 
May,  McKeon,  McKim,  McLetie,  Miller,  Moore,  Morgan, 
Page,  Parker,  Patteraon,  Phelps,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph 
Reynolds,  Seymour,  Shinn,  Sprague,  Sutherland,  Tay- 
lor, John  Thomson,  Touoey,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Web- 
ster, Weeks,  Thomaa  T.  Whitlleaey— 84. 

So  the  House  determined  the  interrogatory  should  be 
put. 

Mr.  HAMER  then  sent  to  the  Chair  the  following: 

Anawer.  I  have  heard  some  members  say  thst  the  pro- 
ceedings alluded  to  ought  to  K>e  brought  before  the 
House t  that  opinion  has  not  been  expressed  to  me  by 
many  members.  I  have  not  heard  any  one  aay,  so  far  as 
I  now  recollect,  that  proceedings  against  R.  M.  Whit- 
ney, for  a  contempt,  would  be  a  proper  mode  of  effecting 
that  object. 

Firat  interrogatory  by  Mr.  WISE.  From  the  facts 
within  your  knowledge,  or  from  remarks  made  to  yo«i, 
or  in  your  presence,  by  members  of  this  House,  or  by 
R.  M.  Whitney,  have  3rou  a  doubt  of  the  fiict  that  thia 
investigation  waa  and  is  intended,  by  said  membera  and 
aaid  Whitney,  to  aff*ect  Measrs.  Wiae  and  Peyton^  S>ate 
all  the  facts  and  circumsttnces,  the  cnnversttions  and 
meeting!,  the  remarks  of  membera,  or  of  said  Whitney, 
which  go  to  show  that  such  is  the  object  of  those  cpn- 
oerned  in  the  same. 

Mr.  BOON  said  he  objected  to  this  interrogatory,  and 
said  he  would  state  his  reasons  in  a  single  sentence.  Mr. 
Whitney  wos  not  brought  before  that  House  by  the 
friends  of  the  administration,  but  he  waa  brought  there 
by  the  action  of  the  chairman  of  the  aelect  connnittee 
[Mr.  Wiaa]  himself. 

Mr.  WISE  aaid  he  had  the  aame  reason  for  putting 
this  inquiry  that  his  fKend  from  Tennessee  hadt  for  he 
felt,  equally  with  that  gentleman,  that  he  was  there  on 
his  trial.  Yea,  sir,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  it  is  I  who  am  on 
trial,  and  not  Reutien  M.  Whitney;  and  I  cannot  ask 
you,  or  this  House,  to  excuse  me  f|t>m  voting  upon  any 
question.  And  for  that  very  reason,  that  the  issue  is 
made,  as  I  understand  it,  by  this  House,  whether  I  am 
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so  much  of  an  aatawn  that  a  peaceful  man  dare  not  come 
into  a  committee  room  where  I  am.  Sir,  I  have  not  a 
doubt  of  the  contrivance,  no  more  than  my  friend  has, 
to  make  this  issue  before  the  country.  Sir,  I  propose 
this  as  an  inducing^  inquiry,  first  as  to  the  members  of 
this  House;  and  I  intend,  by  subsequent  questions,  to 
go  further.  I  wish  to  Icnow,  sir,  if  there  are  not  other 
officers  of  this  Government  who  have  issued  the  order 
that  the  power  of  tttis  House,  and  the  executive  power 
of  the  country,  are  both  to  be  brought  to  bear  upon  two 
bumble  and  inexperienced  members  of  the  House  of  the 
representative  body.  Sir,  I  have  felt  it.  I  have  felt 
that  I  was  to  be  killed  off  before  the  country,  for  being 
what  has  been  designated  '<  a  troublesome  fellow."  And 
these,  yes,  these  very  parties,  who  are  now  defending 
Whitney  with  such  strict  adherence  to  every  principle 
of  justice,  that  while  he  is  arraigned  and  informed  of  the 
nature  of  the  accusation  against  him,  and  has  the  privi- 
lege of  examining  witnesses,  these  very  parties,  I  say, 
have  violated  every  principle  of  justice  towards  us  they 
have  contended  for  in  regard  to  this  individual,  by  try- 
ing me  without  accusation,  without  sr  definite  charge, 
without  notice  of  trial,  without  arraigning,  or  without 
my  being  asked  whether  I  am  guilty  or  not  guilty.  Sir, 
this  is  of  the  very  essence  of  the  transaction <  and  I  must 
confess,  and  I  do  it  boldly,  that,  at  the  same  time  gen- 
tlemen thus  attempt  and  desire  to  try  me  indirectly, 
they  shall  submit  to  the  same  ordeal  themselves  of  being 
tried  indirectly.  Is  it  true  that  the  great  champions  of 
justice  in  this  House  are  about  to  try  a  man  without  ac- 
cusation or  notice  of  it;  without  the  power  of  summoning 
his  witnesses  and  confronting  his  accuser?  Is  it  possible 
that  those  who  are  being  tried  are  to  be  denied  the 
rights  of  the  veriest  criminal'  Shall  not  I  and  my  friend 
be  permitted  to  stand  upon  an  equal  footing  of  justice? 
Sir,  I  wish  to  know  who  are  my  accusers.  I  wish  it  for 
various  reasons  that  are  unnecessary  now  to  be  named. 
For  one  thing,  in  particular,  I  want  to  know  it.  I  want 
to  know/if  there  are  among  the  representatives  of  the 
people  those  who  have  beeome  such  abject,  superser- 
viceable  slaves  as  to  obey  the  mandate  of  the  President. 
I  want  to  know,  too,  who  are  the  brave  champions  of 
justice  here,  who  make  accusations,  and  urge  them  on 
in  this  indirect  manner,  and  to  see  if  they  will  take  upon 
themselves  the  high  honor  of  standing  forth  openly  as 
accusers.  Thin,  sir,  is  my  object.  I  say  then,  in  con- 
clusion, csrry  it  out.  Let  us  try  all.  Yes,  if  any  are  to 
be  tried,  let  us  try  all  who  are  or  may  be  guilty,  and  as- 
certain their  guilt  sccording  to  its  extent  and  magnitude. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  rose  and  commenced  saying:  Mr. 
Spesker,  it  is  evident  to  my  mind^-when  be  waa  inter- 
rupted by  loud  cries  of  '*  order!"  and  the  Chair  intima- 
ted to  the  gentleman  from  PennSylvanis,  that,  under  the 
order  adopted  by  the  House,  only  two  speeches  could 
be  heard  on  each  interrogatory. 

Mr.  TURRILL  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  73,  nays  99,* as  follows; 

YsAS^-Messrs.  Alford,  C.  Allsn,  Ashley,  Bailey,  Bell, 
Bond,  Bouldin,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  J.  Calhoon,  W.  B. 
Calhoun,  Campbell,  Carter,  J.  Chambers,  N.  H.  Clai< 
borne.  Crane,  Cusbing,  Dsrlington,  Dawson,  Deberry, 
Denny,  Dunlap,  Evans,  Gholson,  Glascock,  Graham, 
Granger,  Graved,  Griffin,  Hard,  Harper,  S.  S.  Harrison, 
A.  G.  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Haseltine,  Hender- 
son, Howell,  Huntsman,  Janes,  Jenifer,  Lawler,  Law- 
rence, L.  Lea,  Love,  Lyon,  Maury,  McKennan,  Milii- 
gan,  Montgomery,  Morris,  Pettigrew,  Phillips,  Pickens, 
Reed,  Richardson,  Rogers,  W.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H.  Shep- 
perd.  Shields,  Sloane,  Spangler,  Standcfer,  Steele,  Sto- 
rer,  Taliaferro,  Underwood,  Wasiiington,  White,  L. 
Williams,  S.  Williams,  Yell,  Young-73. 

Nats— Messrs.  H.  Allen»  Anthony,  Ash,  Beale,  Bean, 
Beaumont,  Black,  Bockee,  Boon,  Borden,  Bovee,  Boyd, 


Briggs,  Brown,  Bums,  Cambreleng,  Carr,  Casey,  G. 
Chambers,  Chapman,  Chapin,  Chetwood,  Cleveland, 
Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Cramer,  Crary,  Cuihman,  Double- 
day,  Dromgoole,  Emer,  Farlin,  French,  Fry,  Gal^rtith, 
Grantland,  Haley,  J.  Hall,  Hoar,  Holt,  Hopkins,  How- 
ard, Hubley,  Huntington,  Ingham,  J.  Johnson,  J.  W. 
Jones,  B.  Jones,  Kennon,  Krilgore,  Klingensmitb,  Lane, 
Lanaing,  G.  Lee,  J.  Lee,  T.  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan, 
Loyall,  A.  Mann,  J.  Mann,  W.  Mason,  M.  Mason,  8. 
Mason,  May,  McKeon,  McKim,  McLene,  Miller,  Moore, 
Morgan,  Page,  Parker,  Patterson,  Pearson,  Plielpi, 
Potts,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynokls,  Kobertioo, 
Schenck,  Seymour,  Shtnn,  Siakles,  Sprague,  Suther- 
land, Taylor,  J.  Thomson,  Toucey,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel, 
Vinton,  Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Webster,  Weeki, 
T.  T.  Whittlesey— 99. 

So  the  House  determined  the  interrogatory  sliould  not 
be  put. 

Second  interrogatory  by  Mr.  WISE.  Do  you  know, 
of  your  own  knowledge,  or  from  information  derived 
from  the  President  himself,  or  any  member  or  membcn 
with  whom  he  may  have  consulted  or  advised,  or  to 
whom  he  may  have  suggested  an  opinion,  as  to  the  pro- 
ceedings upon  the  report  of  the  select  committee,  wheth- 
er he  (the  President  of  the  United  States)  hss  not  id- 
vised  and  recommended  to  membersthe  course  which  bii 
been  pursued  by  the  House  in  this  matter  of  alleged  con- 
temptf  and  whether  he  did  or  did  not,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, assign  as  a  reason  for  that  course,  that  it  would 
try  the  conduct  of  Messrs.  Peyton  and  Wise  in  the  con- 
mittee  of  which  Mr.  Garland  is  chairman,  urging  that  it 
was  necessary  to  condemn  that  conduct. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  objected  to  this  interrogatory, 
and  brieflv  gave  his  grounds.  He  did  not  know  (hat 
the  President  of  the  United  States  was  then  on  trial 
there,  but  believed  the  only  person  st  the  bar  of  the 
House  was  Mr.  Whitney.  Indeed,  Mr.  V.  doubted  very 
much  whether,  if  they  were  to  go  into  any  convtrsationi 
of  the  President,  they  would  throw  any  light  upon  the 
main  point  in  this  casei  which  was,  what  were  tbe  mer- 
its or  demerits  of  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  and  whether  he 
is  actually  in  contempt  or  not  towards  the  House.  }U 
however,  the  gentleman  who  propounded  that  question 
could  sstisfy  Mr.  Y.  that  the  answer  to  it  would  proba* 
biy  throw  any  1  ght  upon  the  point  at  isiue,  he  might 
then  be  prevailed  upon  to  withdraw  his  objection;  bur, 
unless  the  gentleman  succeeded  in  doing  Ibat,  Mr.  V. 
must  respectfully  adhere  to  it. 

Mr.  WISE,  in  reply,  said  he  knew,  as  well  as  tbe  gen- 
tleman, that  the  President  of  the  United  States  is  not 
at  the  bar  of  this, House {  nor  am  I,  sir,  at  the  bar  ofthii 
House.  But  yet,  sir,  1  km,  to  all  intents  and  purpoae^, 
as  much  under  trial  as  (and  for  a  much  more  heinoui  of- 
fence, too,  than)  the  accused,  as  he  is  called,  whosiiaat 
the  bar  of  the  House.  He  is  to  be  tried  for  a  mere  pet- 
ty misdemeanor.  1  am  to  be  tried,  as  I  understand,  for 
the  motives  of  an  assassin. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am,  sir,  under  trial  now  before  this 
House  and  before  tbe  country.  1  know  it,  I  feel  it;  and 
all  I  ssk  of  gentlemen  is,  to  let  me  know  who  it  my  ac- 
cuser. Where  is  he?  High  or  low,  base  or  honored, » 
mere  tool  and  minion  of  power,  or  a  tyrant  hinnelf*  } 
call  fur  him  I  I  call  for  my  accuser.  In  a  land  of  civil 
liberty,  to  those  who  preach  this  very  doctrine,  that  an 
accuaed  shall  have  an  accuser,  and  an  accusation,  and  a 
witness  to  confront  him,  I  appeal  for  the  production  oi 
my  accuser.  Where  is  he?  Gentlemen  tell  me,  Ah 
the  Preaident  is  not  on  his  trial.  All  1  ask  of  gentlemen 
is,  that  they  let  me  know,  not  whether  the  President 
be  on  bis  trial,  but  whether  he  baa  put  me  upon  my  trial- 
Whether  he  has  called  some  young  and  gallant  gentk- 
man  of  this  House  to  his  aid,  and  shed  tears  to  him,  and 
said  he  had  not  a  friend  to  protect  bis  reputation  or  nis 
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gny  hmn.  That  there  are  two  buHiei  in  thia  Houae,  who 
are  coolinually  trampUn|[  upon  hia  reputation,  and  de- 
nouncing bi«  adminiatration,  and  that 

**  Thare  are  noiie  to  pofjx  as  da  him  reverence." 
He  once  bad  friends;  but  now— now  he  ia  about  re- 
tiring from  office — it  ia  neceasary  to  kill  off  theae  two 
men;  yen^  Mr.  Speaker,  "  kill  off"  ia  the  word. 

And  how  ia  thia  to  be  done?  Why,  they  are  to  be  in- 
directly  tried  aa  auaaains,  and  indirectly  condemned  as 
asaaastns  by  the  verdict  of  thia  House. 

Sir,  I  cnnnot  apeak  as  I  feel  I  have  a  right  to  apeak 
to  thia  Uoaae  aa  a  jury  trying  nie,  but  I  want  to  know 
and  find  out  bow  many  base-born  tools  of  a  tyrant  will 
do  hia  bidding  and  obey  hia  mandates.  Sir,  have  I  not 
a  right  to  apeak  thua?  Have  I  not  a  right  to  make  thia 
demand?  Ia  tyranny  thua  to  be  wielded?  Are  the  wil- 
ling slaves  to  auch  tyranny  to  aet  at  defiance  an  inquiring 
committee  of  this  House?  Have  we  arrived  at  this  stage 
of  worae  than  Turkish  despotism?  Sir,  I  aubmit  it  to 
thia  House*  to  its  aense  of  justice,  and  I  appeal  to  every 
seoiimeot  of  love  for  freedom  and  rights  to  award  me 
vhat  I  ask.  The  people  of  this  country  know  not  the 
aamnaotb  power  at  work  against  their  libertiest  how  se- 
cret and  inndious,  and  aometimes  bold  and  open,  ia  the 
tyraonicsl  power  which  is  now  sapping  the  very  first 
principles  of  free  government.  If,  however,  I  can  mere- 
ly put  the  public  mind  upon  inquiry,  upon  aearch,  upon 
mvestigation,  I  ahall  be  content.  I  shall  have  done  a 
patrioi'a  work,  and  shall  mert  a  patriot's  reward— not 
cffi^,  air,  not  loavea  and  fishes,  not  the  spoils  of  your 
Treasury*  but  the  apontaneoua  approval  of  a  free  peo- 
ple. Mr.  Speaker,  before  I  hia  tranaactlon  is  ended,  I 
expect  it  will  be  yoor  painful  duty  to  reprimand  the 
bianble  individual  now  addressing  you,  to  send  me  back 
to  By  constitaenta  with  a  reprimand;  but  I  can  say  for 
them  that  they  will  send  me  back  here  to  apeak  proud- 
ly and  independently,  freely  aa  1  do,  and  as  I  feel  it  ia 
■y  duty  to  do. 

Mr.  VANDfiRPOEL  asked  for  the  yeas  and  naya; 
which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  66,  naya  113,  aa 
follova: 

Ykas— Heaars.  Alford,  Ashley,  Bailey,  Bell,  Bond, 
J.  Calhoony^.  B.  Calhoun,  Campbell,  Carter,  J.  Cham- 
bers, Chetwood,  Childs,  N.  H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Crane, 
Cuahlog,  Darlington,  Dawaon,  Deberrv,  Denny,  Dun- 
lap,  Gliolsoo,  Glaacock,  Gravea,  Grennell,  Grifiln,  Hard, 
Harper,  Haaeltine,  Henderson,  Howell,  Hunt,  Hunts- 
msD,  Ingersoll,  Janes,  Jenifer,  L.  Lea,  Love,  8.  Mason, 
Mauiy,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligfetn,  Montgomery, 
Pearson,  Pettigrew,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Potta,  Heed, 
Ruaaell,  W.  B.  Shepard,  Shields,  Sloane,  Spangler, 
SUndefer,  Steele,  Storer,  Taliaferro,  W.  Thompson, 
Underwood,  Vinton,  White,  L.  Williams,  S.  Williams, 


Nats — Messrs.  H.  Allen,  Anthony,  Barton,  Beale, 
Bean,  Black,  Bockee,  Boon,  Bouldin,  Bovee,  Boyd, 
Bnggs,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Burns,  Cambreleng,  Carr, 
Csaey,  Chspman,  Cbapin,  J.  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleve- 
land, Coleab  Connor,  Corwin,  Craig,  Cramer,  Crary, 
Codmao,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  £tner,  Farlin,  Fow- 
ler, French,  Fiy,  Galbraitb,  Graham,  Grantland,  Haley, 
J.  Hall,  Hawkins,  Haynrs,  Herod,  Hoar,  Holt,  Hop- 
kins, Howard,  Hubley,  Huntington,  Inghsm,  W.  Jack- 
son, J.  Johnaon,  C.  Jobnac^n,  J.  W.  Jonea,  B.  Jones, 
Kennon,  Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  Lane,  limsing,  La- 
porte,  Lawrence,  G.  Lee,  J.  Lee,  T.  Lee,  Leonard, 
Logan,  Loyal],  Lucaa,  Lyon,  A.  Mann,  J.  Mann,  W. 
Uason,  M.  Mason,  May,  McKay,  McKeon,  McKim, 
HcLeoe,  Miller,  Moore,  Morgan,  Page,  Park^  Patter- 
sw,  D.  J.  Pearce,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds, 
Richardson,  Ripley,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Schenck,  Sey- 
monr,  Stiinn,  Sickles,  Spragoe,  Sutherland,  Taylor, 
Thomas^  J.  Thonion,  Toucey,  Turner,  Turrill,  Van- 


derpoel,  Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Webster,  T.  T. 
Whittlesey,  Tell— 113. 

So, the  House  determined  that  the  interrogatory  be 
not  propounded  to  the  witneas. 

Second  interrogatory  by  Mr.  PEYTON.  Have  you 
heard  any  memb^ra  of  this  House,  and  if  yea,  who, 
atate  that  they  hoped  or  wished  Whitney  would  refuae 
to  appear  before  the  committee,  so  as  to  give  an  oppor- 
tunity to  examine  into  the  transaction  before  tbecom- 
mittee,  or  any  word  or  ezpreasion  to  that  effect;  and 
have  you  known  any  membera  of  this  House,  and  if  yea, 
who,  atate  that  they  had  counselled  with  Whitney  as  to 
the  course  he  should  pursue;  or  have  you  known  any 
member  of  thia  House  counsel  with  said  Whitney  as  to 
the  course  to  be  pursued  by  him,  either  before  the 
House  or  the  committee?  State  fully  all  you  know  on 
thia  aubject. 

Mr.  TURRILL  objected  to  this  interrogatory. 

Mr.  ROBBRTSON  called  for  the  yeaa  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  7S,  nsys91. 

So  the  House  determined  that  this  interrogatory 
should  not  be  pot. 

Third  interrogatory  by  Mr.  PEYTON.  Have  you  heard 
any  membera  of  thia  Ilouae,  and  if  yea,  who,  atate  that, 
by  commencing  thia  proceeding  againat  Whitney  in  the 
House,  the  whole  conduct  and  decl^rationa  of  Meaars. 
Wise  and  Peyton  would  be  proven,  and  thereby  bring 
them,  aa  far  as  posaible,  into  disgrace  before  the  nation; 
or  any  expreaaiona  or  declarationa  to  that  effect;  and 
that  they  would  vote  for  the  investigation  with  a  view 
to  that  object? 

Mr.  ANTHONY  objected  to  this  question.  He  did  so, 
he  said,  because  the  aame  objection  applied  to  it  aa  ap- 
plied to  two  or  three  other  queationa  of  the  aame  char- 
acter, which  the  House  had  ip  frequently  sustained,  viz: 
whether  the  declarationa  of  a  member  of  the  House 
ahould  be  given  in  evidence  in  this  investigation.  On 
this  ground,  he  objected  to  all  kueh  queationa.  If  any 
member  had  made  a  declaration,  his  testimony  would  be 
the  best  in  relation  to  it,  but  hearsay  teatimony  was  not 
evidence}  and  he  ahould  insist  upon  his  objection  to  it. 
He  added  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  was  unnecessary  to  go 
into  any  discussion  upon  it  at  that  time,  and  ahould  con- 
tent himself  with  raiaing  the  point. 

Mr.  PEYTON  replied,  that  if  the  atatement  of  a  judge 
or  a  juror  could  be  proven  for  the  purpose  of  disquali- 
fying htm  for  a  seat  upon  the  trial,  it  any  one  of  the 
judg^a  or  jurora  had  disqualified  himself,  he  had  an  un- 
doubted right  to  prove,  and  then,  be  hoped,  the  Houae 
at  least  would  silence  that  juror  or  judge.  The  gentle- 
man aaya  it  ia  *'  hearaay  testimony."  Sir,  (said  Mr.  P., ) 
I  aak  from  whom?  Why,  from  the  very  party  I  wish 
and  expect  to  show  has  disqualified  himself  from  acting 
in  tbe  high  capacity  of  my  trier.  What,  sir!  shall  mem- 
bers of  this  body  sit  in  judgment,  in  a  high  court  of  im- 
peachment, aa  the  House  ot  Representstives  has  now  re- 
solved itself,  and  have  among  it  unworthy  triers,  who 
have,  aa  triers,  disqualified  themselves?  And,  if  such 
be  the  fact,  have  they  not  disgraced  themselves  before 
the  Houae  and  the  nation,  from  having  acted  as  prosecu- 
tors in  the  caae?  Why,  sir,  was  it  ever  heard  of  before 
that  a  prosecutor  could  be  also  a  witness,  a  judge,  and 
a  trier,  in  a  case.'  Now,  if  I  can  show  that  such  is  the 
condition  of  any  gentleman  In  thia  body,  1  claim  the 
right  to  do  it,  and  to  move  that  he  at  least  shall  be  set 
aside  for  want  of  competency  to  (ry  the  case. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  then  asked  for  the  yeaa  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  69,  nays  S5,  as 
follows: 

YxAS — Messrs.  Alford,  Bailey,  Bell,  Bond,  Bunch, 
J.  Calhoon,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Campbell,  Carter,  G. 
Chambers,  J.  Chambers,  Chetwood,  Childs,  Clark, 
Crane,  Darlington,  Dunlap,  Evans,  Forester,  Ghotaon, 
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Glascock,  Grtham,  GrantlMd,  GreiiBell,  GrilRiH  Har- 
peri  S.  S.  Harrison^  A.  G.  Harriaoa,  Hayncs»  Hazel- 
tine,  Hendersoiit  Uieater,  Howell,  HunUman,  Inger- 
Boll,  Jenifer.  Lawler,  I^y,  L.  Lea,  Love,  I^yon,  S. 
Mason,  Maury,  Mercer,  J.  A.  Pearce,  Pearson,  Petli- 
grew,  Pickens,  Potts,  Reed,  Richardson,  Robertson,' 
Rogers,  Rusaelli  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Shields,  Sloane, 
Spangler  .Standefer,  Steele,  Storer,  Taliaferro,  Under- 
wood, Vinton,  Washington,  White,  L.  WilliaoM,  8. 
Williams,  Young-~69. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anthony,  Barton,  Beale,  Bean,  Black, 
Bockee,  Boon,  Borden,  Boyd,  Brown,  Burns,  Cam- 
breleng,  Garr,  Casey,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapin,  Cleve- 
land, Coles,  Connor,  Craig,  Cramer,  Crary,  Cusliman, 
Doubledsy,  Dromgoole,  Farlin,  French,  Fry,  Haley, 
J.  Hall,  Hawkins,  Hoar,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
Hubley,  Huntington,  Ingham,  J.  Johnson,  C.  Johnson, 
J.  W.^Jones,  B.  Jones,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Lane,  Lan- 
sing, Lawrence,  G.  Lee,  J.  Lee,  T.  Lee,  Leonard, 
Loyall,  A.  Mann,  J.  Mann,  W.  Mason,  M.  Mason,  May, 
McKsy,  McRim,  McLene,  Miller,  Moore,  Page,  Parks, 
Pstterson,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Phelps,  Phillips,  Joim  Reynolds, 
Joseph  Reynolds,  Ripley,  Seymour,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Suth- 
erland, Taylor,  J.  Thomson,  Toueey,  Turrill,  Vander* 
poel,  Wardwell,  Webster,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  Tell— 85. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  interrogatory  be 
not  put. 

Fourth  interrogatory  by  Mr.  PEYTON.  When  did  you 
first  see  the  written  statement  of  Mr.  Fairfield,  which 
he  presented  to  this  House,  in  answer  to  the  first  inter- 
rogatory propounded  to  him,  or  the  substance  of  the 
same? 

Answer.  Several  days  before  he  was  examined  as  a 
witness  in  this  Housei  but  the  exact  date  1  do  not  re- 
member. I  believe  the  one  shown  to  me  then  to  be 
substantially  the  one  presented  here  when  be  was  ex- 
amined. 

Interrogatory  by  Mr.  GHOLSON.  Suppose  the  ma- 
jority of  this  House  had  refused  all  inquiry  into  the 
matter  of  R.  M.  Whitney's  alleged  contempt,  or  to 
bring  him  to  the  bar  on  the  charge  of  such  contempt,  iri 
the  report  of  the  committee  whereof  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Wise  is  chairman,  **  Do  you  understand,  or  believe, 
from  your  knowledge  of  the  sentiments  of  any  of  tlie 
members  of  this  House,"  thst  the  Hon.  Messrs.  Wise 
and  Peyton,  and  other  members  of  this  House,  would 
have  charged  the  majority  with  being  *'  coadjutors  of 
the  accused,"  or  with  having  '* assumed  the  position  of 
associates  of  R.  M.  Whitney,"  by  the  direction  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States^ 

Mr.  VANDCRPOEL  objected  to  this  question. 

Mr.  STORER  said  he  hoped  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  would  withdraw  his  objection.  Surely  qne 
of  the  majority  of  this  House  ought  not  to  object  to  a 
question  coming  from  the  quarter  this  did. 

Mr.  GHOLSON  said,  in  propounding  this  interrog^ 
tory,  he  begged  leave  to  stste  to  the  House  that  he  had 
objected  to  bringing  the  accused  before  the  House,  and 
he  had  been  opposed  to  the  inatitution  of  this  inquiry; 
but  as  the  matter  was  now  before  the  House,  and  as  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  and  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  insisted  that  they  were  on  their  trial,  he  con- 
aidered  it  was  due  to  them  to  have  the  whole  matter  in- 
vestigated. The  honorable  gentlemen  had  charged 
that  there  was  a  conspiracy  formed  with  the  accused; 
and,  for  one,  he  was  willing  that  they  should  have  all  the 
f^cts,  so  far  as  they  related  to  him;  he  was  willing  to  take 
his  share  of  the  responsibility,  lie  did  not  believe  that 
the  charge  which  had  been  made  could  be  proven  on 
that  floor;  but,  as  these  honorable  gentlemen  insisted 
that  they  were  upon  their  trial,  he  was  willing  that  they 
should  know  who  it  was  that  brought  them  into  this 
predicament;  whether  it  >vas  the  dominant  party  or  the 


one  opposed  to  it  that  brouglit  about  this  state  of  thing*. 
He  wiahed  to  know  whether  it  was  the  Van  Buren  or 
the  anti-Van  Buren  party  who  had  instituted  this  pro- 
ceeding against  Mr.  Whitney.  If,  however,  these  i^en- 
tlenen  wiahed  to  change,  the  issue,  and  to  puttbem- 
selveaupon  trial,  he  was  unwilling  that  this  charge 
shoilld  apply  to  hiaa  or  hia  Ariends.  He  wss  amongst 
the  ^ounf  eat  members  on  that  floor,  and  he  had  heard 
the  insidious  assertion,  made  by  honorable  gentlsfaen, 
that  the  President  had  iasued  his  orders  to  some  yoasg 
and  gallant  spirit  in  that  House  to  defend  him  from  the 
asperaiona  of  two  member^  who  were  bullies,  in  the 
House.  Now,  so  far  as  this  related  to  himselF,  he  could 
truly  say  that,  aince  his  childhood,  he  had  spoken  to  the 
President  but  once.  He  truly  had  the  sin  to  ansvei 
for  of  having  been  the  friend  of  the  Preaident  from  bis 
boyhood,  and  he  would  here  say  be  waa  not  ashamed  of 
such  a  leader. 

It  seeoaed  to  him  that  gentlemen  were  taking  sdvan* 
tage  of  their  attuation  on  that  floor  to  make  assertiosi  of 
this  kind,  of  which  they  had  no  proof;  assertions  that  hon- 
orable gentlemen  should  not  make,  and  would  not  make 
in  any  other  situation.  He  repelled  such  charges,  and 
was  unwilling  to  permit  gentlemen  to  shield  tbemielves 
behind  such  assertions,  when  they  bad  not  a  single  parti- 
cle of  proof  to  sustain  them;  it  was  sometimes  very  con- 
venient for  gentleriien,  after  they  had  fully  committed 
themselves  by  a  set  of  broad  assertions,  to  sustain  which 
they  had  not  a  aingle  particle  of  testimoay,  to  shield 
themselves  by  offering  to  prove  what  they  well  knev 
the  good  sense  of  the  House  would  not  permit  them  to 
prove,  and  which  they  could  not  prove  if  they  vers 

fiermitted  to  try.  He  repelled  such  charges,  and  chai- 
enged  gentlemen  to  an  inveatigation  of  the  matter,  so 
far  as  he  was  concerned.  He  denied  that  he  had  bad  aoy 
consultation  or  combination,  either  with  the  President 
or  any  other  human  being,  as  to  the  course  he  should 
pursue  on  this  subject;  neither  had  he  consulted  the 
party  in  power,  nor  the  party  who  hid  Brought  this  in- 
veatigation into  the  Houae.  Who  waa  it  that  placed  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee  and  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Virginia  upon  their  trial,  ki  they  would 
have  it  they  were  upon  their  trial.'  He  did 'not  under- 
sUnd  that  they  were  on  their  trial;  but  as  they  were  set- 
ors  in  a  scene  which  had  occurred  in  connexion  vith 
the  accused,  it  waa  necessary  the  truth  of  that  occurrence 
should  come  to  light,  and  an  inveatigation  must  be  nsade 
into  the  conduct  of  the  whole  of  the  select  committee 
on  that  occasion.  Then,  he  did  not  think  these  gentle- 
men could  be  presumed  to  be  on  their  triali  further 
than  was  necessary  to  show  whether  Whitney  bad  been 
guilty  of  a  contempt  of  the  House  in  refusing  to  sppor 
before  that  committee.  Who  was  it  that  had  instituted 
this  proceeding'  It  had  been  brought  about  by  the 
means  of  the  honorable  genUemau  from  Tennessee  and 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia.  Had  the  Pre>^ 
ident  consulted  with  hia  political  friends  in  relation  to  it 
He  would  tell  gentlemen  that,  so  fiar  as  a  young  member 
was  concerned,  he  was  perfectly  willing,  to  me^^  ^"^ 
charge;  but  as  far  as  the  gentleman  had  alluded  to  hini 
in  his  remark  that  the  Preaident  had  issued  his  orders 
to  defend  him  from  bullies  on  that  floor,  the  insinuation 
was  gratuitious  and  unfounded,  come  from  whom  it 
might.-  They  were  there  trying  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Whitney;  and  if  the  conduct  of  honorable  gentlemen 
was  brought  in  in  connexion  with  that,  it  could  not  be 
helped.  If  their  conduct  had  been  proper,  they  cer- 
tainly would  have  no  objection  to  its  being  made  public; 
and  if  improper,  it  was  necessary  it  should  be  investiga- 
ted. He  scorned  the  idea  that  the  President  or  the 
dominant  party  in  that  House  had  entered  into  a  conspi- 
racy against  the  honorable  gentlemen  from  Tennessee 
and  Virginia.    He  believed  that  the  gentlemeo  were 
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nsuming'  an  imporUnee  for  themselveF,  on  this  «ubjrct, 
to  which  I  bey  were  not  entitled.  He  denied  that  the 
opposition  of  any  two  indtvtduftis,  however  respectable 
thry  mi^ht  be  in  themselves,  or  honorable  in  their  of- 
fice, were  of  so  much  importance  thut  it  was  necessary 
tbey  sbotild  hi  killed  off. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  asked  for  (he  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  50,  nays  96,  as  follows: 

YsAS — Messrs.  Atford,  Bell,  Bond,  Bunch,  J.  Cal- 
hoon.  Carter,  J.  Chambers,  Chetwood^  J.  F.  H.  Clai- 
borne, Clark,  Darlngton,  Dawson,  Denny,  Bvans,  For- 
rester, Ghobon,  Glascock,  Granger,  Grayes,  Grennell, 
Harper,  S-  8.  Harrison,  A.  G.  Harrison,  llazeltine, 
Henderson,  H  ester,  How<ill,  Lawler,  L.  Lea,  Love, 
S.  Mason,  Maury,  Mercer,  Montgomery,  J.  A.  Pearce, 
P«farson,  Petligrew,  Reed,  Richardson,  Rogers,  Shields, 
Sloane,  Spangler,  Standefer,  Steele,  Storer,  Under- 
wood, White,  S.  Williams,  Yell— 50. 

Nats — Hesisrs.  Bailey,  Beale,  '  Beaumont,  Black, 
Bockee,  Boon,  Borden,  Boyd,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Cam- 
breleng,  Carr,  Casey,  Ghaney,  Chapman,  Chapin,  Cleve- 
bnd.  Coles,  Connor,  Corwitt,  Craig,  Cramer,  Cushman, 
Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Efner,  Farlin,  Fowler, 
French,  Fry,  Graham,  Grantland,  Haley,  J.  Hall,  Haw- 
kins, Hoar,  Holt,  Hopkins,  Hubley,  Huntington,  Hunts- 
man, Ingersoll,  Ingham,  J.  Johnson,  C.  Johnson,  J.  W. 
Jaoef,  B.  Jones,  Kennon,  Ktlgore,  Klingensmith,  Lane, 
Linking,  Lawrence,  G.'Lee,  T.  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan, 
Lovall,  A.  Mmnn,  J.  Mann,  W.  Mason,  M.  Mason,  May, 
McKay,  McKtm,  McLene,  Miller,  Moore,  Morgan,  Page, 
Patterson,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Phelps,  Phillips,  Poits,  John 
Reynolds,  Joseph  ^Reynolds,  Robertson,  Schenek,  Se)  - 
iDoor,  Shiinn,  Sickles,  Sprague,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  J. 
Thomson,  Toucey,  Torrill,  Vanderpoet,  Wagener, 
Wardwell.  Webster,  Weeks,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey, 
Toung — 96. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  interrogatory  be 
not  put. 

Interrogatory  by  Mr.  GLASCOCK.  Do  you  or  not 
kcow  of  any  members  of  this  House  having  formed  and 
expresaed  an  opinion  in  relation  to  the  guik  or  inno- 
cence of  the  accused?    If  yea,  please  state  them. 

Mr.  CRAIG  objected  to  this  question,  on  the  ground 
that  it  fell  within  tlie  principle  which  had  been  decided 
by  (he  Hoose,  over  and  over  again,  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  mid,  whatever  might  have  or  had 
i>een  the  decision  of  the  House  in  relation  to  a  question 
of  tills  kind,  so  well  satihfied  was  he  that  it  was  a  proper 
«ne,  ibat  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  make  some  remarks  in 
npport  of  it. 

Mr.  G.  looked  upon  it  as  a  settled  principle  in  this 
eoantrr,  and  before  all  tribunals,  that  wherever  there  is 
or  has  been  an  expression  of  opinion,  by  any  trier,  before 
any  tribunal,  tbatMricr  renders  himself  incompetent,  at 
least  not  competent,  to  decide  a  question  of  such  impor- 
tance as  would  bring  an  aceii«ed  before  any  tribunal. 
Now,  so  far  as  this  question  is  concerned,  continued  h^t 
wha^rer  may  be  its  fate,  whether  sustained  or  rejected 
by  the  House,  he  believed  that  if  there  had  been  ex- 
preasions,  or  any  expression,  of  opinion  on  the  part  of 
i&ember«,  or  of'^any  members  of  that  House,  in  relation 
t.3  the  gudt  or  innocence  of  the^sccused,  it  would  at 
least  be  a  warning  to  individuals  in  that  body,  under 
f>ich  circumstances,  to  abstain  from  doing  so  in  future. 
He  looked  upon  it  as  highly  improper  for  any  individusl 
member  of  the  House,  from  the  very  moment  an  inves- 
tigation is  ordered  into  the  conduct  of  a  citizen,  to  form 
or  express  any  opinion  until  the  whole  of  the  facts  were 
fairly  elicited,  boih  sides  fairly  heard,  and  the  case  lef) 
for  judgment  upon  the  facts  brought  out  in  evidence; 
aad  even  then  that  opinion  should  be  made  up,  and  made 
up  alone,  upon  the  teatimony  that  may  have  been  adduced. 
WbencTcr  an  individual  proceeded  to  do  otherwise  than 
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this,  Mr.  O.  himself  looked  upon  it  as  highly  improper. 
It  might  be  that,  in  responding  to  this  question,  there 
would  be  found  some  who  had  expressed  an  opinion,  as 
well  c/f  the  guilt  as  of  the  innocence  of  tlie  accused.  If, 
however,  there  were  any  such  persons  in  that  assembly, 
the  fact  should  be  made  known  to  the  House,  in  order 
that  it  might  place  itself  in  a  situation  to  judge  fairly  in 
deciding  the  case. 

In  looking  (said  Mr.  O)  to  the  history  of  all  judicial 
proceedings  and  all  proceedings  of  the  kind  under  con- 
sideration, it  would  be  found  that  one  of  the  rights  se^ 
cured  to  the  citizen  and  to  the  prosecutor,  and  always 
guarantied  to  h?m,  was  the  preliminary  question, 
••  Have  you  formed  and  expressed  any  opinion  in  rela- 
tion to  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  accused?*'  This 
was  a  sscred  right,  secured  to  the  prosecutor  and  to  the 
citizen,  in  order  that,  in  all  trials  of  such  a  character 
as  were  criminal  in  their  nature,  they  might  have  a  fair, 
unbiased,  and  impartial  trial,  ft  was  well  known  by 
every  gentleman  familiar  with  these  transactions  that,  in 
criminal  prosecutions,  it  had  be^n  decided  that  this 
question  was  a  proper  one,  and  eirher  party  had  the 
right  to  resort  to  it.  The  answer  decided  always  the 
competency  of  the  juror  or  trier.  Mr.  G.  then  would 
respectfully  ask,  if  that  principle  ought  not  to  be  car- 
ried out  there.  Ought  they  not  to  try  the  accused  with 
their  minds  unbiased  and  unprejudiced^  If  jio,  and 
who  could  gainsay  it,  was  not  the  question  a  proper  one? 

Mr.  G.  would  candidly  state  that  he  did  not  himself 
know  that  any  one  had  either  formed  or  expressed  such 
opinion,  whether  in  private  conversation  or  elsewhere, 
in  relation  to  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  accused;  but 
if  there  was  any  one  who  had,  he  wished  it  made  known; 
nay,  he  should  be  willing  himself,  if  gentlemen  thought 
proper,  that  every  member  of  the  House  should  be 
called  upon  the  stand,  and  asked  the  question  as  to 
whether  be  stood  indifferent  between  the  parties.  This 
was  the  course  that  ought  to  be  pursued,  in  order  that 
the  country  might  not  charge  every  opinion  and  every 
vote  given  by  tlie  representatives  of  the  people  as  being 
swayed  by  party  feelings  or  motives.  This  was  the 
course  he,  for  himself,  would  be  glad  torsee  adopted  be- 
fore that  tribunal,  consistent,  as  it  would  be,  with  the 
phictice  before  all  other  tribunals.  He  hoped,  however, 
that,  be  the  fate  of  the  question  he  had  propounded 
what  it  might,  it  would  have  the  effect  of  preventing 
members  thereafter  from  expressing  their  opinions  in  re- 
lation to  cases  of  this  importance  when  on  trial. 

Mr.  G.  would  also  take  that  occasion  to  remark,  that 
the  wide  range  this  investigation  hud  taken  had  induced 
him  to  vote  for  numerous  questions  put  by  the  two  gen- 
tlemen from  V'n^inia  and  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Wise  and 
Mr.  PxiTON.]  He  must,  however,  be  permitted  to  say 
that,  so  far  as  related  to  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
he  hesitated  not  to  declare  that  the  investigation  was  in 
strict  opposition  to  all  former  practice  on  such  occasions. 
So  far  as  related  to  the  conduct  of  tifit  gentleman,  they 
had  nothing  whatever  to  do;  though  he  afas  free  to  ad- 
roit that  the  conduct  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  wat 
properly  before  the  House,  but  was  only  so  because  it 
furnished  part  of  the  defence  of  tlie  accused,  and  be- 
cause the  issue  was  whether  that  gentleman's  conduct 
was  such  as  to  justify  the  contents  of  Mr.  Whitney's  let- 
ter. Tne  letter  makes  that  issue;  and,  so  far  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  was  connected  with  it,  this  investi- 
gation, as  to  him,  might  be  proper;  but  he  disclaimed 
the  right  of  that  House  to  go  into  an  invesrigation  of  the 
conduct  of  the  member  from  Tennessee,  for  ihat  gentle- 
man was  in  no  way  connected  with  this  transaction.  It 
had  been  justly  and  properly  observed,  that  so  far  as  re- 
lated to  these  transactions  before  the  select  committee, 
they  should  have  been  reported,  all  the  facts  as  they  oc- 
curred, to  the  House;  yet,  instead  of  doing  that,  they 
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were  rpakins^  vronfc  isftuea.  lnftte»d  of  (ryin^^  Mr.  Whit- 
ney for  contempt,  they  li'ere,  lo  %\\  intents  and  purpotep, 
from  the  latitude  already  taken,  trying  the  conduct  of 
Meairs.  Wite  and  Peyton. 

[The  CsATft  reminded  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
\l^t  members  must  be  designated  by  their  States.] 

Mr.  G.  begged  pardon,  and  would  only  add  a  few 
words  in  conclusion.  He  would  simply  state  that  he  did 
believe,  so  f^r  as  precedent  was  concerned,  it  would  be 
a  good  precedent  to  establish  to  decide  tn  favcr  off  put* 
ling  tlie  question  he  had  proposed.  Good  precedents 
were  of  great  value,  both  to  that  Houne  and  to  tbe  coun- 
try* and  they  could  not  do  better  than  by  establishing 
one  then.  It  never  could  be  commenced  too  soon. 
Whether  it  would  make  against  or  in  favor  of  the  ac- 
cused, was  a  matter  of  indifference  to  Mr.  G.  (  all  he  de- 
8  red  to  see  was,  that  they  would  estsbliah  the  precedent 
that  no  person  should  be  compelled  to  vote,  or,  if  com- 
pelled,  his  decision  should  be  taken  with  great  caution, 
before  the  whole  of  the  evidence  was  heard.  He  was 
confident  much  good  would  result  from  it,  and  it  would 
furnish  another  Congress  with  the  necessity  of  being 
cautious  in  the  expression  of  opinion^  before  the  testi- 
mony on  both  sidt  a  was  heard,  if  any  such  had  been  ex- 
pressed on  the  present  occasion.  It  was  not  lor  him  to 
»ay  there  had;  and  he  hoped,  for  the  honor  and  charac- 
ter of  the  Hduse,  it  had  not{  but,  if  it  had  been  done, 
he,  for  dne,  whether  it  came  from  one  against  the  ad- 
ministration or  in  favor  of  it,  would  wish  to  know  it. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  wiahed  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia,  which  of  the  accused  he  meant. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK.  Of  course,  I  referred  to  Mr.  Whit- 
ney as  the  accused . 

The  question  waa  then  lost,  without  a  division;  and  the 
House  accordingly  determined  that  the  interrogatory  be 
not  pu'. 

Third  interrogatory  by  Mr.  DAWSON.  Do  you  not 
consider  this  investigation,  from  the  direction  given  it  by 
the  House,  entirely  irrelevant,  and  well  calculated  to 
bring  into  disrepute  this  branch  of  tbe  Congress  of  the 
United  States? 

Mr.  ROOfif  aaid,  I  object  lo  that  interrogatory,  Mr. 
Speaker,  on  the  ground  of  its  laying  open  the  whole 
conduct  of  tbe  House,  and  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
pending  issue. 

Mr.  DAWSON  said:  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  propound- 
ed this  question  to  the  House,  not  out  of  any  disrespect 
to  the  body  generally,  or  to  any  gentleman  in  it;  but, 
sir,  it  is,  it  must  be,  spparent  to  every  member  who 
composes  this  branch*  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  that  this  whole  proceeding  is  well  calculated  to 
bring  this  House  into  disrepute.  Sir,  let  me  respect- 
fully ask,  where  is  the  member  upon  this  floor  who  does 
not  feel  himself  lessened,  in  his  own  estimation,  by  the 
position  he  is  driven  to  occupy  before  the  Americsn 
people?  If,  however,  this  procedure  is  to  be  carried 
out  in  the  way  it  haa  been  commenced,  I  wish  it  to  be 
placed  on  the  records  of  this  House,  that,  if  it  should  go 
forth  to  the  people  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  reprc- 
aentf  it  should  be  seen  that  1  have  taken  the  bold,  fear* 
lea?,  and  independent  stand,  in  the  presence  of  the 
House,  to  announce  this  my  private  and  individual  opin- 
ion. Sir,  it  seems,  as  it  were,  thtt  by  common  consent 
we  are  led  on,  from  question  to  question,  that  never  can 
by  poss  bility  lead  to  the  public  good,  nor  to  any  other 
result  than  that  of  impugning  tbe  ci>aracter  of  members 
of  this  House,  and  finally  to  bring  the  body  itself  into  a 
atate  of  excitement  and  feeling  that  msy  end,  if  not  in 
disgrace,  at  least  in  a  manner  to  be  deplored  by  all. 

Sir,  1  beg  this  House  not  to  misunderstand  me.  1  in- 
tend no  imputation  upon  the  body  to  which  I  belong, 
but  I  feel  myself  impelled,  by  self-respect,  to  announce 
to  thU  body  that  I  consider  this  whole  proceeding  well 


calculated  to  bring  us  to  tbe  conaeqaencet  and  deduc- 
tions which  that  question  propounds*  Sir,  let  nieaik, 
through  you,  what  object  have  they  in  going  into  oollst- 
eral  mattera,  affecting  the  conduct  of  members  of  this 
body?  What  action  ia  proposed  or  intended  by  it? 
What  direction  is  designed  to  be  given  to  it?  Sir,  I  hes- 
itate not  to  aver  that,  when  our  proceedings  f^o  forth  to 
them,  the  American  people  will  pronounce  us  as  mere 
chess-players,  atriving  to  checkmate  particular  membcn 
of  this  body,  in  order  to  place  them  in  an  attitude  before 
the  country  by  which  they  may  either  fall  or  rise.  Sir, 
when  a  body  like  thia  thus  suffers  itself  to  be  led  sslr»y, 
it  is  high  time  that  aome  one  should  rise  and  endesvur 
to  prrest  or  check  it.  Let  me  ask,  where  is  the  nin 
within  those  gslleriesb  or  who  is  now  lounging  in  your 
lobbies,  that  will  not  proclaim  it  immediately  to  our  con* 
stituentSr  and  inquire,  in  the  name  of  the  chtrtcterof 
this  republic,  what  kind  off  a  farce  ia  this  we  are  now 
pl«ying?  What  moat  be  my  reply,  air?  Why,  tbst  it  is 
a  farce  derogating  in  ita  oharpctf  i>  and  almoat  contempt- 
ible, if  I  may,  without  disreapect»-roake  use  of  such  in 
expression.  We  are  looked  upon  here  as  what?  As 
mere  tools  or  puppets,  1  was  almoat  going  to  say,  but  ts 
mere  individuals,  marching  backwarda  and  forwards,  sn- 
awering  to  our  names,  and  taking  dir^tions  for  politioil 
effect.     That  is  the  sum  total,  the  plain  matter  of  ffsct. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  dislike  making  these  observations} 
they  are  painfully  wrung  from  me«  but  they  are  niy  true 
opinions.  I  have  waited,  hoping  that  aome  one  of  the 
older  roemben  with  whom  i  have  conversed,  and  vbo 
have  not  only  avowed  the  aame  opinions  to  me,  but  hsre 
assured  me  they  looked  upon  this  scene  with  feelings 
not  only  of  disgust,  but  with  feelings  calculated  even  to 
degrade  them  in  their  own  eatimaiion.  Sir,  it  is  time 
this  matter  should  be  arreated,  and  1  aincerely  trust  it 
may  be. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  ask  pardon  of  the  House,  if  they  think 
the  question  I  propound  containa  an  insinuation,  for  it  is 
far  from  my  intention.  In  due  time,  if  permitted  to  do 
so,  I  shsll  follow  it  up  with  another,  for  the  purpose  of 
endeavoring  to  bring  this  House  from  an  issue  with  two 
of  its  worthy  membersy  and  ask  tbe  witness  whether  he 
knows  of  any  act  or  cause  calcuUted  to  place  Mr.  Whit- 
ney in  a  condition  that  he  ought  not  to  appesr  before 
that  committee.  That  ia  the  question,  ami  the  only 
queation,  before  thia  body,  or  that  ought  to  be  before  this 
body.  Yet  what  have  you  been  doing?  You  hsve  beco 
to  the  White  House,  you  have  been  to  the  committee, 
and  for  what  purpoae?  Why,  merely  to  gain  an  tdrsn- 
tage  over  two  worthy  gentlemen  not  on  their  triali 
spread  it  before  thia  community,  and  through  it  to  the 
country  at  large,  thereby  bringing  the  whole  Union  into 
contempt  and  disgracei  and  we  are  to  be  not  only  the 
aiders  and  abettors,  but  the  sole  cause  of  this!  Wr, 
the  selected  repreaentaiivea  of  the  sovereign  people  of 
thiacotmtry,  taking  into  our  own  handa  this  mesn,  pettft 
dirty  work!  Surely,  if  the  House  can  be  brought  to 
consider  the  subject  seriously  and  gravely,  they  cannot 
fail  to  become  convinced  of  the  unpleaasnt  sttitode  m 
which  we  are  placed. 

Tbe  people,  sir,  will  see  it,  and  I  will  lay  it  befort 
them,  and  ask  them  to  asy  to  thia  body  that,  if  its  pf^ 
ceedinga  continue  to  be  of  a  aimihr  character  to  tb« 
present,  the  time  is  not  far  diatsnt  when  to  have  a  scat 
on  this  floor  will  be  but  little  gratification.  . 

For  the  purposes  thus  briefly  s»atcd,  Mr.  Speaker, J 
wiah  to  propound  thia  queationi  but  if  any  member  ci^ 
give  me  a  good  reason  againat  it,  I  will  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  PEYTON.     Oh!  take  a  vote  on  it.  .      J 

Mr.  DAWSON.  Very  well(  it  is  in  the  possession m 
the  Housei  1  will  tnke  a  vote.  J 

Mr.  BOON.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentleman  ooi 
queation.    Did  be  vote  for  or  againit  bringing  Beubm 
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If.  Whitney  to  Ihtt  Housed  Because  the  reiponaibtlity 
of  this  proceeding  mutt  rest  with  those  who— * 

The  CMAfR  interposed,  and  astd  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  was  out  of  order. 

Mr.  DA  WSOPf.  I  will  answer  the  gentleman's  ques- 
tion, ai^9  if'I  may  be  permitted  to  do  so. 

The'CHAlR.    Both  gentlemen  are  otit  or  order. 

The  qoeation  was  then  lost,  without  a  division  t  and  ac- 
cordlngty  the  House  d(;tcrroined  that  the  interrogatory 
be  not  propounded. 

Interrogatory  of  Mr.  HARRISON,  of  Mi$89pri.  Do 
you  knov  of  any  arranji^ement  or  undfrstandirt^,  made 
by  sny  member  of.  this  Hbusr,  that  !R.  II.  Whitney 
shoatd  be  brduf^ht  before  the  House,  in  order  that 
the  coMuct  of  the 'Hon.  Mr.  Wise  and  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Peyton,  as'^tmbers  of  the  investigating  coQimitter, 
ihoaM  be  brought  into  the  investigation,  and  elpoaed  to 
the  country?  And  if  so,  state  what  that  arrangement  or 
anderatanding  was,  and  who  they  are  that  concerted  it. 

Mr.  VANDERPORL  must  object  to  this  interroga- 
tofy,  inasmuch  as  questions  of  a  aimilsr  character  had 
been  aeTeral  times  decided  by  the'  House  to  be  improp- 
er. He  had  no  jdoubt  the  gentleman  who  propounded 
this  interrogatory  hsd  done  so  for  good  purposesi  but 
be  would  submit  to  the  House  whether  they  had  not 
better  proceed  with  the  trial  of  Mr.  Whitney,  and  not 
run  ofT  into  another  question. 

Mr.  HARRISON,  in  reply,  and  in  support  of  the 
question  he  had  put,  remarked :  * 

Mr.  Speaker:  I  know  that  questions  having  a  similar 
bearing  have  been  propo\inded  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tenneaseet  [Mr.  Pbttoit.]  I  w«s  aware  o(  that  when 
r  rose  to  offer  the  question  I  have  submitted.  :^ut 
those  qoestions  did  not  directly  embrace  the  point  which 
is  the  object  of  the  one  I  have  offered.  I  cannot,  there- 
fore,  withdraw  it.  I  am  desirous  that  the^question  shpuld 
be  answered.  In  every  point  of  view  in  which  the  sub- 
ject can  be  brought  lo  the  mind,  it  is  proper  that  it 
should  be  answered.  A  grave  and  serious  charge  has 
been  made«  and  in  iny  opinion  it  should  be  met.  It  has 
been  roundly  asserted,  the  charge  has  been  broadly 
made,  by  two  members  of  this :  bod^, .  that  ^r.  ^Whit- 
ney  was  to  be  brougl.t  here,  not  for  the  purpose  of  try. 
ing  the  contempt  alleged  against  him,  but  for  giving  to 
the  investigation,  which  was  to  grpw  out  of  it  a  particu- 
tor  direction  that  was  to  involve  and  expose  the  conduct 
of  certain  gentlemen  'of  the  investigating  committee. 
Sr,  If  has  been  charged  that  a  conspiracy  was  formed  by 
members  or  this  House,  lo  carry  on '  this  trisT  in  a  way 
that  was,  in  fact, 'lo  make  two  gentlemen  of  this  House 
^efeodants  in  the  case.  It  has  been  said,  backed  by  the 
•isertion  iqOf  that  proof  of  it  could  be  adduced i  that  a 
corabfiMtion  for  this  purpose  has  been  entered  into  by 
■leAbers'  on  this*  fl<>or.  Sir,  this  is^  a  heavy  charge, 
coming  firom'hiembers  of  this  body;  it  is  one  that  should 
not  be  disregarded.  ;  I  ^m  for  inquiring  into  it.  We 
owe  it  to:thos«  whd  make  it;  for,  being  member*  of  this 
Ifaose,  bbvTever  exceptionable  their  conduct  may  sp- 
pear,  1  assert  it  is  due  to  them  that  the  inquiry  should  be 
made.  I  maintain  that  upon  principles  of  justice,  st  all 
times  appltcable,  and  upon  the  rights  which  belong  to 
f  »ch  ana  every  member  of  this  body.  What  is  their  case 
to^<y,  nay  be  ours  tomorrow.  If  we  fail  to  extend 
that  justice  which,  as  members,  they  have  a  right  to 
look  for,  what  may  we  expect  when  ,the  case;  becomes 


oors 


EuS  sir%  the  chirge  involves  considerations ;  of  still 
jrreater  moment  than  those  I  have  mentioned.  It  in- 
volves the  Itonor  an.l  character  of  this  House.  Are  gen- 
tlemen prepared  to  sit  here,  and  listen  tamely  and 
q-iietly  to  such  chargi;*,  eomiiv  fiom  a  portion  of  their 
own  body?  fi  there  an  honorable  man  on  th's  floor  wil- 
R.'tg  to  rest  under  sachlmputationsM  For  one,  I  am  not. 


Let  the  inquiry  be  made.  I  do  not  fear  the  investiga- 
tion; my  hands  are  clean.  If  there  be  guilt,  let  the 
guilty  suffer;  and  if  the  charges  are  unfounded,  those 
'  who  have  made  themwill  stand  condemned  and  rebuked 
in  the  eyes  of  every  candid  man  for  their  raah  and' im- 
prudent course.  Sir,  we  owe  it  to  ourselves  to  have  this 
matter  inquired  into.  We  owe  it  to  the  dignity  of  this 
budy.  What!  a  conspiracy  entered  into  by  gentlemen 
on  this* floor  against  a  portion  of  their  fellow-membera! 
A  combination  formed,  by  which  the  ostensible  object 
of  this  trial  is  converted  into  an  engine  to  operate  on 
others!  And  all  this,  too,  concocted  in  secret  meetings! 
'Is  this  nothing.*  'If  this  be  nothing,  what  ia  it  that  will 
rouse  the  sensibility  oF honorable  gentlemen  on  this  floor.' 
K%  a  member  of  the  House,  V  want  tlie  inquiry  made.  ( 
wish  to  know  who,  if  any,  have  been  engaged  in  not 
only  thus  abusing  the  powers  of  the  Hoosr,  but  trifling 
with  the  business  of  the  country.  And  if  the  charge 
be  unfounded,  let  those  that  have  made  it  suffer  the 
punishment  to  which  they  have  justly  eapoaed  them- 
selves. 

,  Sir,  it  is  due  to  the  people  of  this  country  that  the  in- 
quiry should  be  made.  They  have  a  right  to  know  not 
only  those  who  are  ready  to  abuae  the  powers  of  this 
House,  and  treat  its  authority  with  contempt,  but  espe- 
cially those  who,  at  this  period  of  the  session,  when  all 
the  impbrt|int  tiusiness  of  the  country  is  matured  and  rt- 
pen(!d  for  action,  will  sport  with  the  great  intelreats  of 
'this  nation  in  thus  blocking  up  sll  its  business,  for  tUe 
uiiwortby  purpose  of  gratifying  their  private  feelini^s. 

Is  it  possible  that  this  body  has  been  made,  by  any 
understanding  or  arrangement,  the  instrument  of  such  a 
purpose.^  Sir,  if  there  be  any  such  understanding,  I  again  « 
repeat,  let  the  inquiry  be  n^ade,  that  the  people  of  thia 
country  may  know  it,  and  ihflict  upon  the  guilty  the 
aentence  of  their  just  indignation. 

Sir,  I  am  now  proijd  that  I  made  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  on  the  resolution  under  which  we  are  con- 
ducting this  trial.  I  was  induced  to  do  it  to  economize 
time.  !  thoflight  then  that;  I  foresaw  the  difficulties 
which  we  have  already  met  at  every  step  of  the  trial, 
and  that  we  could  not  progreas  and  g^  ttirough  with  it, 
without  probably  consuming  the  renrainderof  the  ses- 
sion. 'Had  my  motion  carried,  we  might  have  ended  this 
business  in  ten  minutes,  and  avoided  that  shameful  con- 
sumption of  time,  at  this  late  hour  of  the  a^asion,  which 
the  trial  must  necessarily  take.  But,  when  my  motion 
failed,  I  then  entered  into  the  trial  with.mjr  mind  direct- 
ed to  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  Mr.  Whitney,  and  with  a 
determination  of  carrying  it  oiS  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining that  fact.'  :6ut,  sir,  is  it  not  an  inexcusable  per- 
version of  the  ostensible  object  of  this  triil,'  if  there  has 
been  any  arrangement  or  understanding,  among  the  mem  - 
bers  of  this  House,  to  give  it  a  direction  never  contem- 
plated by  those  who  regarded  it  as  a  queation  involving 
the  highest  considerations^  I  am  uti willing  to  believu 
that  there  are  any  here  so  totally  rrgsrdless  of  the  public 
interests,  and  of  the  dignityof  this  body,'as  to  be  guilty 
of  soch  an  act.  ;But  the  charge  has  b^enmade,  and  we 
should  meet  it.  It  is  for  this  purpose  that  I  hare  pro- 
pounded'thii  question^  snd  I  hope  the  House  will  permit 
it  to  be  answered . 

';Mr.  BOND  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;,  which  the 
House  refused  to  order;  and  it  waa  decided  that  the  in- 
terrogatory should  not  be  put,  without  a  division. 

Interrogatory  of  Mr.  McKEON.  Will  you  eximine 
the  list  of  the  yeas  and  nays,  taken  on  the  question  of  is- 
suing a  warrant  againat  U.  M.' Whitney' for  an  alleged 
contempt'  Will  you  state  the  number  ef  those  friendly 
to  the  administration  who  voted  for  the  arrest,  and  the 
number  of  those  who  voted  sgainst  the  arrest  f 

Mr.  VANDERPOBL  objected  to  this  interrogatory. 
He  waq  in  hopes  that,  after  deciding  e'ght  or  nine  times 
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that  interrogatories  of  this  kind  should  not  be  propound- 
ed, they  would  proceed  with  the  trial  of  M/.  Whitney, 
and  would  cease  to  try  the  judges  instead  of  trying  the 
accused. 

Mr.  McKGON  said  that  his  colleague  [Mr.  Vavder- 
foel]  need  not  have  any  apprehension  that  he  (Mr. 
McK.)  wished  in  any  way  to  investifnite  motives.  He 
wished  to  get  al  a  few  facts  that  miglH  be  useful  in  the 
inquiry  now  before  the  House.  He  had  heard  charges 
made  that  there  was  a  conspiracy  in  this  matter,  and  he 
wanted  to  know  who  the  conspirators  were  who  brought 
up  this  investigation.  He  wished  the  whole  story  to  be 
told.  He  believed  that  the  resolution,  which  was  the 
foundation  of  this  proceeding,  did  not  proceed  from  an 
administration  member.  It  was  offered  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Lingolv  ]  The  arrest 
was  not  made  by  the  mass  of  the  administration  members. 
He  had  not  examined  the  journals  uf  the  House,  but 
he  had  understood  that  but  fourteen  of  the  administra- 
tion members  voted  for  the  resolution;  and  that,  in  the 
minority  on  that  question,  would  be  found  but  few  op- 
position niembers.  We  have  heard  intimations  thrown 
out  that  the  President  has  been  coifcerned  in  bringing^ 
about  this  proceeding.  Well,  sir,  if  he  has  been  in  the 
conspiracy,  it  must  have  been  with  his  politic  tl  oppo- 
nents; and  if  so,  it  will  be  somewhat  a  matter  of  aston- 
ishment to  the  country.  The  motives  for  voting,  by 
gentlemen  on  both  sides,  were  various.  Some  voted 
against  it  because  it  would  consume  time;  others,  be- 
cause we  had  no  jurisdiction.  He  would  impugn  the 
motives  of  no  person,  either  on  one  side  or  the  other. 
He  was  anxious  to  get  at  the  facts,  but  he  would  not  in- 
sist on  his  question  if,  in  sny  way,  it  would  retard  the 
business  before  them. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  it  was  decided  that 
the  interrogatory  should  not  be  put  to  the  witness,  with- 
out a  division. 

First  interrogatory  of  Mr.  BOND.  Will  you  be  good 
enough  to  examine  the  journal  of  this  House,  showing 
the  vote  on  the  motion  of  tiie  member  from  Missouri, 
(Mr.  Flarrison,)  to  reconsider  the  vote  allowing  R.  M. 
Whitney  to  examine  witnesses,  and  state.  If  you  can, 
how  many  members  of  this  House  favorable  to  the  pres- 
ent administration  voted  for  it,  and  how  many  against? 

Mr.  CUSHMAN  objected  to  this  interrogatory,  on  the 
grouml  that  it  was  trifling  with  the  House. 

Mr.  BOND  said  the  ge otleman  from  New  Hampshire 
[VIr.  Cushmah]  objected  to  the  question  as  trifling  with 
the  House.  It  would  have  been  better  for  that  gentle- 
man to  have  thought  of  the  tnanner  in  which,  and  by 
whom,  this  whole  proceeding  had  been  made  to  trifle 
away  the  lime  of  this  House.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  McKxov]  had  just  off*ered  and  advocated  a 
question  by  which  he  intended  to  show  that  the  admin- 
istration p^rty  were  opposed  to  the  proceeding  against 
Reuben  M.  Whitney.  Mr.  B.  said  he  did  nut  doubt  this; 
for  he  saw,  by  the  direction  which  bad  been  given  to 
this  case,  tliat  that  parly  were  not  only  disinclined  to 
bring  Whitney  here,  but  had  lust  sight  of  the  object  for 
which  he  was  arrested.  This  was  a  proceeding  for  an 
alleged  contempt  committed  by  Whitney,  in  refusing  to 
appear  and  give  testimony  before  a  select  committee  of 
this  Houi>e,  when  summoned  for  that  purpose  under  the 
order  of  the  House.  The  patty,  being  brought  to  the 
House,  offrred  in  writing  his  reasous  for  refusing  to  go 
before  the  committee.  Mr.  B.  appealed  to  the  House 
to  know  if  any  member  of  it  entertained  any  doubt  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  aiich  a  case  would  be  disposed  of 
in  the  courts  of  the  countr}*,  whether  of  superior  or  in- 
ferior jurisdiction.  All  would  agree  that  the  first  and 
most  important  step  would  be,  either  tu  require  the  ac- 
cused to  verify  his  excuse  by  his  oath,  or  submit  to  in- 
terrogatories, with  a  view  to  purge  himself  oJ  his  con- 


tempt, if  he  could.  The  accused ^new  (and  he  was  the 
only  one  who  could  know)  whether  he  meant  tocommi^ 
a  contempt;  and  if  he  would,  under  oath,  say  be  design- 
ed none,  Mr.  B.  did  not  suppose  any  member  of  ih« 
House  wished  to  punish  him.  If  tbU  had  been  done,  the 
case  would,  in  all  probability,  have  been  disposed  of  '\t 
ten  minutes.  And  whether  the  precedents  in  cases  oj 
contempt  be  regarded,  or  the  ttme  of  the  House  (no« 
more  precious  than  ever,  from  the  late  period  of  th« 
session)  be  of  any  value,  ^the  case  should  have  been  dii* 
posed  of  in  the  shortest  possible  time  consistent  with  jut 
tice.  Why  was  it  not  done  so?  Upon  whom  did  (he 
responsibility  rest  for  the  extraordinary  direction  given 
to  thia  case,  and  the  consequent  consamption  of  timej 
Gentltmen  say  they  did  not  vote  to  bring  Whitney  hcrei 
That,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  not  the  true  question. 

Mr.  B.  maintained  that  the  accused  was  rightly  an( 
properly  brought  before  the  House.  It  had,  by  a  sol 
emn  vote,  been  determined  that  a  select  committee  shoult 
inquire  into  the  condition  of  some  of  the  public  depart 
ments,  and  for  that  purpose  might  call  witnesses  before 
them.  That  committee  reported  to  the  House  Iha 
they  believed  it  necessary,  and  had  summoned  the  so 
cused,  but  he  refused  to  appear.  Mr.  B.  said  be  vouli 
not  detain  the  House  to  prove  the  propriety  of  arresiinf 
the  witness,  in  order  to  inquire  into  Uie  alleged  con 
tempt;  it  was  self-evident. 

Whatever  error  had  been  committed  might  be  trscei 
to  the  vote  of  the  House  on  the  motion  of  the  gentiemaj 
from  Missouri,  [Mr.  HAaaisoir,]  to  reconsider  the  res(| 
lution  allowing  the  examination  of  witnesses.  The  vol 
upon  these  resolutions  had  been  hastily  given*  and  it  wa 
not  at  first 'discovered  that  they  were  susceptible  of  thi 
construction  which  has  been  put  on  them.  The  genlh 
man  from  Missouri,  before  alluded  to,  fearing  the  sUti 
of  things  which  has  followed,  moved  the  reconsideration 
with  a  view,  as  he  expressly  urged,  to  follow  the  ui^ 
form  precedents  in  such  cases^  and  at  the  sametim 
economize  the  time  uf  the  House.  Mr.  B.  said  (hi 
motion  had  been  deliberately  voted  down  by  that  sam 
majority  in  this  House,  which  possesses  a  reaistless  po« 
er;  and  on  them  should  rest  the  responsibility  ofanul 
ter  disregard  of  all  order  and  precedent  in  sucli,  casei 
as  well  as  a  waste  of  time.  The  questiiiu  which  be  pn 
pounded  would  show  that  vote,  and  was  a  fair  set-of  < 
the  interrogatory  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Yorl 
[Mr.  McKsair,]  which  Mr.  B.  said  he  considered  \ 
evading,  if  not,  in  fact,  dodging,  the  merits  of  this  pal 
of  the  controversy. 

And,  as  a  further  evidence  of  the  fixed  deleririnatic 
of  that  same  majority  to  disregard  the  established  usagi 
of  all  courts  in  cases  of  contempt,  Mr.  B.  said  he  woul 
remind  the  House  that  an  honorable  gentleman  froi 
Kentucky  [Mr.  Chamoxrs]  bsd,  at  the  very  instan:  «h^ 
the  accused  appeared,  after  the  adoption  of  the  extrao 
dinary  resolution  referred  to,  moved  to  put  him  undj 
his  oath,  with  a  view  to  his  immediate  discharge,  if  \ 
disclaimed  all  contempt;  and  this  proposition  was  vol< 
down!  It  is,  then,  Mr.  Speaker,  peifectly  plain  th{ 
the  administration  party  of  this  House  hnve  lost  s'ght  I 
the  contempt  charged  against  the  accused,  and  have  pi 
it  into  his  power  nut  only  to  evade  pursuit,  but  to  wasi 
our  time. 

Gentlemen  may  flatter  themselves  that  they  can« 
cape  all  obloquy,  by  alleging  that  they  did  not  vote ! 
bring  Whitney  before  the  House.  Mr.  B.  wished  toil 
mind  them  of  a  certain  fable,  in  which  one  of  the  sctoi 
did  not  take  the  meat  and  the  other  bad  it  not.  Tb^ 
were  equally  culpable.  And,  though  gentlemen  bl 
been  unwilling  to  bring  Whitney  here,  they  cannot  di 
ny  the  public  necessity  of  this  Ho«ise  using  such  aulboi 
ty.  He  sppeared;  they  have,  by  giving  bis  case  it«  "«! 
and  strange  direction,  committed  a  greater  error  than 
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tbey  bad  toted  for  bis  arrest,  sod  will  shield  him  from 
bii  ettfliinatioii  ss  s  witness. 

Mr.  B.  concluded  by  expressing  s  hope  that  he  might 
be  iixhilged  in  putting  the  Question . 

The  qiieitioq  vss  then  taken,  and  it  was  decided  that 
the  iaterrq^tory  should  not  be  put  to  th^  witness,  with- 
out 1  dif  ision. 

Fiftii  interrogatory  by  Counsel.  Please  state  particu- 
lirly  whether  Mr,  Peyton's  complaint  of  Mr.  Whitney's 
frovn  or  Kowl,  mentioned  in  your  preceding  evidence, 
was  made  before  or  after  Mr.  Whitney  bsd  left  the  com- 
mittee room,  by  direction  of  the  ciiairman,  and  in  the 
coune  of  Mr.  Peyton's  apology  to  the  committee  for  his 
fiolcQce{  and  whether  that  be  not  the  point  of  time  re- 
ferred to  in  that  part  of  your  evidence  where  you  say 
"Mr.  Peyton  complained  of  it  at  the  time." 

ADiwer.  In  my  preceding  answer  to  an  interrogatory, 
vbere  I  mentioned  Mr.  Peyton's  complaint  Mat  the 
tioe,"  I  nesn  by  that  phrase  to  include  **  the  time"  oc- 
CQpied  with  thia  sfiair  in  the  committee  room.  I  think 
the  complaint  was  made  after  Mr.  Whitney  left  the 
room,  and  whilst  Mr.  Peyton  was  apologizing  to  the 
coBimitteei  but  I  sm  confident  he  referred  to  a  scowl 
or  Frovn  which  was  given  at  the  time  the  witness  hand- 
ed hii  answer  to  the  chairman. 

Sixth  interrogatory  by  Counsel.  Did  you  see  such 
xovl  or  frown  as  you  have  just  noentioned.^ 

Ansver.  I  did  not,  and  have  so'  stated  in  my  answer 
H)  the  first  interrogatory. 

Serenth  interrogatory  by  Counsel.  Please  state  psr- 
ticttitriy  whether,  at  the  time  Mr.  Peyton  firat  broke 
mt  in  a  pasnon  ngsiiist  Mr.  Whitney,  or  at  the  time 
*Hen  Mr.  Wise  firat  denounced  the  insolence  of  Mr. 
Vtiitney,  in  the  terms  before  stated  by  you,  there  was 
V'y  cause  appsrent  in  the  manner  or  language  of  either 
of  those  geptiemen,  for  their  irritation,  except  Mr. 
Whitney's  written  anawer  to  Mr.  Peyton's  question;  and 
tltether  you  did,  at  that  time,  auspect,  or  had  any  rea- 
»i,&nd  what  reason,  to  suspect,  either  that  Mr.  Peyton 
^  then  received  any  provocfllion  but  that  ssme  writ- 
^  answer,  or  that  Mr.  Wise  was  then  moved  to  de- 
mwx  Mr.  Whitney's  insolence  upon  sny  other  ground 
^in  (he  same  answer* 

Answer.  At  the  time  when  those  gentlemen  first  rose 
ud  manifested  excite  it  ent,  I  knew  of  no  cause  for  it, 
except  what  was  to  be  found  in  the  written  answer  of 
the  vitneisi  neither  did  I  suspect,  at  that  time,  that  any 
idditioosi  cause  of  provocation  bad  been  given  by  the 
flttnnerof  Mr.  Whitney. 

I^'ghth  interrogatory  by  Counsel.  DM  Mr.  Wise,  at 
Mjtune,  and  when  and  where,  state  what  wss  his  pur- 
ple in  |;oinp  around  the  table,  and  placing  himself  near 
^  Kcosed,  as  stated  in  your  answer  to  the  first  tnter- 
^^P^TJii  if  yea,  what  did  he  say  was  his  purpose;  and 
**>  the  stitement  of  Mr.  Wise,  as  to  his  purpose  in  that 
"■^^meiit,  before  or  after  the  accused's  testimony  be- 
"^  tbe  committee  had  been  closed? 

Aosver.  1  have  said,  in  my  answer  to  the  first  inter- 
^^^f  that  i  heard  Mr.  Wiae  speak  of  this  subject  in 
'public  conversation.  It  was  in  the  committee  room, 
^  took  pUce  some  days  after  the  affiiir  with  Mr.  Whit- 
^y-  His  statement  waa  similar  to  that  made  in  this 
°9use,  I  do  not  remember  the  exact  words,  but  the 
'por  of  it  was,  that  be  would  have  killed  the  witness, 
>|  the  latter  had  attempted  to  draw  his  hand  out  of  his 
breeches  pocket.  Mr.  Wise  expressed  a  belief  that  the 
JitQesi  had  a  pistol  in  that  hand,  and  that  bis  object  in 
*^*ing  it  out  would  have  been  to  shoot  Mr.  Peyton; 
K  under  sach  circumstances,  he  (Mr.  Wise)  would 
"*«  killed  Mr.  Whitney  to  save  Mr.  Peyton.  I  am  not 
ttrtiin  whether  Mr.  Whitney's  testimony  was  then 
cl«ed;  but  I  know  that  he  was  not  present  at  this  con- 
^mtioB. 


Third  interrogatory  by  Mr.  WISE.  Did  you  under- 
stsnd  from  Mr.  Wise,  at  any  time,  that  he  would  have 
ahot  or  killed  Whitneju  unless  he  (Wise)  had  thought 
it  necesssry  to  protect  the  life  of  bis  friend,  Mr.  Peyton; 
and  did  not  Mr.  Wise  express  bis  gratification,  at  every 
time  you  have  beard  him  converse  on  the  aubject,  that 
there  waa  no  necessity  for  any  other  interposition  on  his 
part  than  that  which  waa  pacific? 

Answer.  To  the  first  inquiry,  I  answer  that  he  did 
not.     To  the  second,  I  answer  in  the  affirmative. 

Fourth  interrogatory  by  Mr.  WISE.  Did  you  hear 
Mr.  Wise  utter  or  mske  any  threat  whatever  against  the 
life  or  person  of  Whitney  at  the  time  of  the  occurrence 
between  him  and  Mr.  Peyton;  and  did  Mr.  Wise  inti- 
mate any  disposition  to  take  any  unfair  advantage  of 
Whitney? 

Answer.  1  hesrd  no  such  threat  from  Mr.  Wise;  and 
saw  nothing  during  the  affsir  which  indicated  an  inten- 
tion on  his  part  to  assault  Mr.  Whitney,  or  to  use  per- 
sonal violence  lowsrds  him  of  any  kind. 

Fifth  interrogatory  by  Mr.  WISE.  After  Mr.  Wise 
went  round  the  table,  and  got  near  to  the  side  of  Mr. 
Whitney,  did  he  (Wisr^  wait  more  than  a  second  or 
two  before  be  interposed  by  taking  hold  of  his  friend, 
Mr.  Peyton? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  how  long  Mr.  Wise  remained 
at  the  point  indicated  in  the  question.  I  think  it  could 
not  have  been  a  quarter  of  a  minute,  though  it  may  have 
been  more  or  leas. 

Sixth  interrogatory  by  Mr.  WISE.  Did  not  Mr.  Pey- 
ton stand  in  such  a  position,  with  his  right  arm  in  the 
left  side  of  his  waistcoat,  that  hia  right  arm  iDight  have 
been  seized  by  Whitney's  left  hand,  whilst  his  (Whit- 
ney's) right  arm  would  have  been  ftee  to  use  a  pistol  or 
dirk,  if  he  had  drawn  one? 

Mr.  GHOLSON  objected  to  this  intern  gatory,  not  so 
much  that  he  had  objection  to  its  being  answered,  as 
for  the  purpose  qf  establishing  some  rule  of  proceeding 
in  this  investigation.  If  this  question  was  admitted,  the 
counsel  for  the  sccused  mtist  ask  similar  questions;  and 
if  they  should  continue  the  examination  in  this  way,  it 
never  could  be  brought  to  a  termination.  He  could  see 
no  possible  benefit  1o  be  derived  from  questions  of  this 
kind;  and,  for  the  bare  purpoae  of  establishing  some 
stopping  point,  he  objected  to  this  interrogatory. 

Mr.  WISE  ssid  this  was  a  kind  of  objection  he  had 
not  expected  to  be  raised  by  any  gentleman  on  that 
floor,  especially  aa  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  had 
admitted  that  the  question  was  not  an  improper  one. 
He  wished  to  examine  this  witness,  especially  as  to  the 
position  of  the  psrties  at  the  lime  of  the  difficulty  in  the 
committee  room,  in  his  own  vindication  for  the  senti- 
ment he  bad  uttered  on  that  floor,  and  which  he  aould 
then  repeat  in  the  presence  of  the  worhl,  that  when  he 
(bought  he  saw  his  friend  in  danger  he  would  interfere 
in  his  behalf.  Thia  he  asked  in  his  own  vindication, 
that  he  might  be  permitted  to  exsmine  this  witnea%  as 
the  answer  to  the  question  might  be  of  inopprtance  to 
him. 

Mr.- GHOLSON  then  sM  he  would  withdraw  the  ob- 
jection. He  had  objected  to  it,  because  of  the  time  it 
might  consume  if  they  went  into  an  examination  bf  thia 
kind. 

Mr.  WISE  believed  the  answer  to  this  interrogatory 
would  prove  that  the  partiey  were  standing  very  near  to 
each  other,  in  the  highest  state  of  excitement.  Ho 
knew  his  friend  [Mr.  Psttozt]  was  in  the  highest  stste 
of  excitemenS  and  the  other  party 'was  in  a  doubtful 
slate;  but  whether  he  was  wound  up  like  a  serpent  in  his 
coil,  or  whether  he  was  confounded,  Mr.  W.  could  not 
tell;  there  was  a  differericr  of  opinion  as  to  that.  Whit- 
ney was  standing  with  his  right  hand  in  his  right  panta- 
loons pocket,  and  his  foot  advanced,  and  his  friend  was 
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standing  with  his  right  foot  Advanced,  and  bis  right  hand 
in  his  bosom  under  his  vest,  in  which  position  the  other 
party  might  have  seized  his  right  arm  with  his  left  hand, 
and  riddled  him  with  a  dirk,  or  shot  hire^  which  Mr.  W. 
expected  at  the  moment  would  have  taken  place.  He 
wished  ih^  answer  to  b,e  precis^. as  to  the  position  of  his 
friend  at  tl<e  moment 'of  v\<^  difficulty,  and  whether  he 
was  not  in  it  situation  in  which  he  might  have  been  dis- 
armed-i^nid  ^hot,  or  dirked,  by  the  other  party. 

Mr.  GHQLSON  then  repeated  that  he  had  withdrawn 
his  objection  some  time  before. 

Mr.  HAMER  then  returned  the  following: 

Answer,  thave  before  stated  that  I  did  notsee  Kfr. 
Peyton's  hand  in  hi^  bosom.  At  the  tiine  it  was  taicl  ib 
have  been  there,  the  parties  were  hot  in  retech  of  esch 
other*  though  Mr.  Whitney  might,  by  springing  for- 
ward, have  seized  Mr.  Peyton,  in  the  manner  supposed 
by  the  interrogatory. 

Mr.  Jones,  one  of  the.  counsel  for  the  accused,  in- 
formed the  HqusejOiia^,  for  the  purpose  of  saving  the 
time  of  the  House,  the  accused  proposed  to  discharge 
two  of  the  witnesses  which  he  bad  summoned,  Mr.  W. 
D.  Lewis.  Esq.,  and  John  T.  Sullivan,  Esq.,  and  they 
were  accordingly  discharged. 

Mr.  ALFORD  moved  that  the  Houtfe  adjourn.  Lost: 
Yeas  63,  nays  78. 

Mr.  Hamer,  the  witness  under  examination,  WasVheri 
discharged  from  the  stand,  and  the  festimdny  of  t(ie 
Hon.  Mr.  MAnTiv,  of  Alabama,  was  proceeded  in. 

Teatitntniy  of  the  Hon,  J. '  L»  Mjarlin.    t 

Fir&t  questiqn  byCoufi^el  for  the  accu.«ed.  Plesse 
btate  all  the  circumf^tances^ attending  the  dispute  and  dis- 
order that  occurred  before  the  select  committee  where- 
of Mr.  Girland  is  chairman,  on  Wednesday,  the  25th  of 
January;  and  state  particularly  all  that  was  said  and 
done  by,  and  the  whole  demeanor  and  conduct  of,  TL 
M.  Whntne'y,  as  a  witness  attending  the  committee,' and 
Messrs;  Wise  and  Peyton,  as  membf  r^  of  that  committee, 
and  all  that  occurred  on  that  occasion.  ^         '   ,   ' 

Answer.  During  the  evening  session  of  the  committee 
mentioned  in  this  interrogatory,  held  oii  the  !^5thd8y  of 
Janua|-y  l^st,  a  difficulty  arose'  beftween  Mr.'  Peyton,  a 
mcmbffr  pflhe  committee,  and'Mr.  R.M.  Whitney *who 
hadjbeen  called  before  them  as  a  witness,  and  who  ^as 
then  under  examination. 

To  make  myself  clearly  understood,  it  may  be  im- 
portant here  tojc'^^  ^^^  situation  of  the  different  mem- 
bers of  the  committee,  and  of,  Mr.'Whitn^y,  at  the  mo- 
ment of  the  commencement  of  the  quarrel.  Mr.  Whit- 
ney, being  under  examination,  was  sitting  near  a  small 
tsblr,  upon  whicl;^  he  wrote  his  answtrs  to  the  interroga- 
tories propounded  to  him,-  in  the  corner  of  the  commit- 
tc€\ro</tn^  on  the  right  of  the  fireplace  r  Mr*.  Garland, 
Mr.  Ifeyton-,  Mr.  Hamer,  arid  Mr.  Gil  lei,  were  sitting  at 
a  long  table  which  sat'in  front  of  this  4irr(  Mr.  Hamer  at 
the  enciinrarti^  to' Mr.  Whitney;  Mr.  Gillet  at  the  op* 
posite  end;  Mr.  Peyton  snd  Mr/t«arland  ih  front 'of  the 
Are;  Mr.  Peyton  nearest  to  Mr.  Whitney,  wjth  his  face 
turned  toward  Mr.  Gurland;  Mr.  Wise,  Mr.  Fairfield, 
and  fiyself,  were  sifting  upon  a  sofa  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  fite  from  Mr.  Whitney.  <The  examination  of  the 
witness  «  as  conducted  by  Mr.  Pe>  ton,  who  had  propound- 
ed to  hini  question  No.  15,  a  copy  of  whicti  t  append 
hereto;  lo  which  the  witness  returned  the  answer,  a  copy 
of  which  I  also  append  hereto.  Mr.  Pierce  and  Mr. 
Jolii^son  were  absent.  When  Mr.  Garlard,  the  chair- 
man, had  read  aloud  the  answer  of  Mr.  Whitney,  Mr. 
Peyton  addressed  the  Chair,  and  said:  ^M  wish  you  to 
inform  this  witness  that  he  is  not  to  insult  me  in  his  an- 
s\K  er5;  if  he  does,  Gud  damn  him,  \  will  take  his  life  upon 
t»)«  spot.**  Ashe  uttered  thelstterpsrt  of  this  sentence  he 
rose,  and  turned  towards  Mr,  Whitney,  stid,  addressin[^ 


him,  said  something  like  this,  the  precise  words  I  do  not 
recollect:  **  Tou  have  said  that  I  am  shielded  by  thecon- 
stilutlon't  now,  fcir,  I  wish  you  to  understand  thst  I  cUim 
no  auph  protectioni  and  if  yoo  irilalt  m^  you  damned 
dog,  I  wul  take  yc^r  life.^'  MV.  Wile  at  Ais  noment 
arose,  and  advanced  tb.the  side  of  Mr.  Peyton,  and  io 
front  of  iSlr.  Whitney,  i^nd  ssid:  "Yes;  this  dsmned  mso- 
lence,  or  your  damned  Ihs^Ience,  is  insufferable."  tir. 
Garland,  who  was  endeavoring  to  keep  order,  spoke  to 
Mr.  Wise  (but  what  he  sliid  is  not  recollected,  if  it  wti 
heard.  Mr.  Wise  ihade  no  other  remark,  but  stepped  s 
few  feet  back,  or  toward  the  opposite  side  of  the  room 
;fromtha^1at  which  Mr.  Whitney  was,  and  stood.  Mr. 
Peyton  turhed  from  Mr.  Whitney,  snd  remarked: 
"Hitherto  I  have  treated  him  with  marked  respect, 
damn  him,  i  have  treated  him  as  if  he  bad  been  a  gen- 
tleman; and  to  be  thus  insulted  by  a  damned  thief  snd 
robber;  damn  him,  he  shan't  do  it."  While  uttering 
the  latter  part  of  this  sentence,  he  discovered  more  ex- 
citement, and  turned  toward  Mr.  Whitney,  (but  if  he 
said  any  thing,  I  do  not  recollect  what  it  was,)  who  rose, 
and,  addressing  himself  to  the ''chair,  claiined  the  pro- 
tectfbn  of  the' committee;  when  Mr. 'Peyton  said  to  hiin, 
"  God  damn  you,  btish,  dr  be  silent?  you  shan't  speskj 
all  your  communications  are  to  be  made  in  writirinf.  'Yrti 
shan't  say  a  s^ord  while  In  this  room;  if  you  do  Til  put 
you  to  ^eath,"  advancing  toward  him,  ftnd  putting  hli 
htfndlht'o  his  bosbm,  artd  kiso  ordered  hhn  to  take  his 
seat.    ' 

Mr.  Garland,  at  this  moment,  stepped  betweb  Mr. 
Peyton  and  Mr.  Whitney,  remonstrating  with  the  former. 
Mr.  Wise,  who  had  remained  silent  and  stationsry,  look- 
ing at  the  parties,  suddenly  turned,  and  walked  briskir 
around  the  table,  at  the  end  opposite  to  the  onestahich 
the  parlies  were,  pausing  a  few  seconds,  opposite  lo 
the  left  side  of  Mr.'Whitnjsr,  and  fome  few  feet  from 
him;  and  then  advaiiced  in  front  bf^lt;  Peyton,  snd  be 
tween  himand  Mr.  Whitney,  and,  putting  bis  band  upon 
his  bresst,'' remarked:  •y)on*t,  Peyton;  damn  him,  hen 
n'ot*wprlh  your  notice;  or  the  damned  scoundrel  is  not 
worth  your  notice,"  followed  by  some  dthcr  remsrks 
which  1  do  not  recollect,  but  which  I  thought  at  Ibetiroc 
were  intended  to  induce  Mr.  Peyton  to  desist.  Whtl« 
'Mr.  Wise  was  pasiSng  around  the  table,  I  advanced  to 
the  side  of  Idr.  I'eyto^^and  placed  my  hand  uponhii 
right  arm,  and  at  the'^sitmc'-fcrne'Tenfotitfatedagsinsl 

any  violence,  and  endeavored  to  calm  his  feettngs. 

Klf.  Pey^ori  then  'fot  down,  but  soon  turned  lortM 
Mr.  Whitney,  bnd  said:  ••  Damn  him,  his  eyes  src  on  rati 
God  dimn  him.'he  i^  lookfnj;;  III  me;  he  shan't  do  it;  dsnn 
him,  he  shan't  look  at  me."  'At  thi<  tim*  I  moved  thai 
the  examination  of  Mr.  Whitney  should  be  suspended; 
when  Mr.'  Hamer  rose  snd'objedted,  and  said  thst  the 
I  witness  rhust  understand'  that  'he'  was  not  lo  treat  any 
j  memBer'of'the  coihmittee  with  disrespect.  Mr.  Gjr- 
J  land,  I  think,  re  marked*  that  the  witness  might  retire  to 
^  another  room;'which  hfe  did.  *  Mr.  Hamer  then  offered 
the  resolution  whIcH  has  been  published,  a  copy  ot 
which  I  i^ppend  hereto,  which  was  adopted  by  the  com- 
mittee without  objection.  At  this  time  a  proposition  was 
made  that  the  coihtViittee  rise,  which  was  dbject^d  toty 
Mr.  Wisp,  t'o  theVn\frmbers  of  the  committee,  apart  fnom 
Mr.  Ptytbn,  who  gaVe  as  his  reason^  Aiat  he  wished  to 
retain  Mr.  Peyton  thtre  in  cofAnmittee  until  he  should  be- 
come crol;  that  he  apprehended  danger  if,  in  the  state 
of feehng  in  which  he  (Mr.  P.)  then  was,  the  committee 
should  rise.  Mr.  Whitney  was  recalled,  and  one  or  two 
questions' propounded  to  him.  I  should  have  menlio»»ed 
that  when  Mr.  Whitney  returned,  and  waa  in  funned' of 
the  resolution  which  the  committee  had  sdopted,  he  re- 
marked, ••that  if  he  had  done  any  thing  which  \he 
committee  considered  disrespectful,  he  regretted  iV*"" 
apoltfgiicd." 
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I  tbiok  it  proper  tfeat  I  should  stgle  here  that  Mr. 
Whitney,  in  returninsr  bis  answer  to  the  interrogatory 
totbecbiirmin  of  the  committee,  had,  from  their  Mtu- 
fcttfi,  neceturily  to  pass  by  Mr.  Peyton  t  that,  in  doing 
%\  be  threv  bis  eyes  upon  him,  with  a  scowl  upon  his 
cwnteatnee,  which  I  thought  at  the  time  was  intended 
uindieile  thtt  hit  feelings  were  excited.  My  attention 
Tu  draira  to  Mr.  Whitney  at  this  time,  the  more  psr- 
lioilarly,  fron  the  fact  that  I  knew  the  answer  to  this 
iaierro^tory  iawolved  the  truth  of  the  remarks  nude 
bf  Mr.  Peyton  in  the  House,  and  contradicted  in  the 
evd  of  Mr.  Wliitney,  both  of  which  I  bad  read  in  the 
Minp&pen.  I  heard  ni  remark  made  by  Mr.  Whitney^ 
when  the  inswer  wav  handed  in.  I  thought  Mr.  Whit- 
nsy'iciiuflteaance  indicate  jsome  excitement  when  he  first 
rtad  Wit  iotefrogatory,  and  while  he  was  writing  his 
uswtr.  1  b«ud  no  expression  from  him,  however,  by 
fori. 

This  IS  my  best  recollection  of  the  unpleaunt  transac- 
tion. I  hare  doubtless  omitted  many  circumstances  of 
BUAor  importance  that  happened,  for  1  do  not  profess  to 
be  able  to  gire  them  all.  I  have  given  all,  however, 
tint  I  h«re  a  recollection  of  at  this  moment* 

[The  foltowing  is  the  question  and  answer  referred  to 
io  ibe  ibore. 

'<  Qaeitioa,fifteenth.  Did  you  receive  any  letter  of  rec- 
ofBiiiendatiQa  from  ,S.  B.  Taney,  or  did  he  in  any  man- 
ur  cosnteaance  you  in  applying  for  the  agency  contem* 
plitedf  or  did  he  positively  refuse  to  recommend,  t^» 
Kire,  or  countenance  you  in  that  capaoitv,  while  he  was 
It  the  head  of  the  Treasury  Departments 

"Answer.  Idedineansweringtbisinterrof^tory,  more 
psrticularly  as  the  individual  propounding  it  has  assert- 
<  poiitirely  and  pablicly,  that  the  substance  of  the 
liuer  part  of  it  is  true,  beginning  with  'or  did  he«*  &c.{ 
t^refore,  being  the  party  accused,  I  am  not  a  proper 
*itMa.  I  tbiak,  in  justice,  that  the  individual  who  has 
^e  tbe  allegation  should  be  called  to  produce  his 
proof. 

"  The  witneia  was  desired  to  withdraw. 

"  Mr.  Hmsm  moved  that  the  foregoing  answer  to  the 
(^iceath  question  be  returned  to  the  witness,  being  no 
'^ly  to  the  interrogatory,  and  disrespectful  to  a  mem- 
i^r  of  the  committee. 

"The  witneis  being  called  in,  the  chairman  informed 
hio  of  (he  decision  of  the  committee,  and  returned  him 
^ansver.  The  witness  assured  the  chairman  that,  if 
^  had  been  io  any  manner  disrespectful  to  tbe  commit- 
!<(<  berery  much  regretted  it,  and  apologixed  for  it." 

Seeoful  question  by  Counsel.  What  was  Mr.  Whit- 
^U  general  demeanor  as  a  witness  before  the  commit- 
'<Ci  vu  any  indecorum  or  disrespeal  on  his  part  to- 
*>rds  the  committee,  or  any  member  of  it,  observed  or 
^pUioed  of,  or  in  any  manner  censured  by  the  com- 
aitiee? 

.  Aittver.  I  do  not  feel  prepared  to  say  that,  at  all 
''Q»  during  the  examination  of  Mr.  Whitney  before  the 
c«8«htee,  his  demeanor  was  entirely  unexceptionable. 
^nthe  13th  of  Jinuary  last,  while  the  committee  had 
^  consideration  the  application  of  Mr.  Whitney, 
^Bo  had  appeared  before  them  as  a  witness,  for  further 
''%  to  prepare  for  his  examination,  several  questions 
^^t  propouaded  to  him^  the  object  of  wbich  was  to 
^^  the  oommtttee  to  decide  upon  his  application, 
^  rv?ly  to  one  of  which  I  thought  diarespectful  to  the 
*^«Batee;  in  wbich  opinion,  at  the  time,  from  the  ex- 
{^(«K)Qj  of  (lie  members  present,  I  thought  they  unani- 
"l^ly  concurred.  Instead  of  responding  to  the  inter- 
^^t  Mr.  Whitney  replied  that  be  declined  to  an* 
**^  toy  further  interrpgatoriea  until  his  application 
^further  time  was  acted  upon  by  the  committee «  and 
J««Wttdone,  too,  after  he  had  been  informed  express* 
7  of  the  object  of  the  interrogatories,     for  a  full  un- 


derstanding of  thia  occurrence,  1  refer  to  the  printed 
journal  of  the  eommittee  of  that  day,  beginning  at  page 
93,  and  herewith  sent. 

This  course  of  Mr.  Whitney  was  excepted  to  in  the 
committee.  No  decision,  however,  was  made,  and  con- 
sequently no  noticie  taken  of  the  exception  upon  the 
journal  of  that  day.  The  necessity  of  bis  answer  was, 
by  the  subseijuent  determination  of  the  committee, 
granting  the  time  asked,  obviated.  And  when  after- 
wards the  subject  of  reporting  this  conduct  to  the  House 
was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  committee,  it  was  de- 
cided to  be  unnecessary.  1  recollect  of  no  other  con- 
duct of  Mr.  Whitney  to  which  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee was  called,  except  his  reply  to  the  interrogatory 
out  of  which  the  difficulty  mentioned  in  my  answer  to  the 
first  interrogatory  grew. 

Tnird  question  by  Counsel.  Please  state  whether  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Whitney,  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
unhappy  scene  in  question,  was  or  was  not  cool,  collect- 
ed, and  forbearingi  whether  he  did  or  did  not  mani- 
fest, by  word,  deed,  or  gesture,  or  by  what  word,  deed, 
or  gesture,  any  disposition  to  sssault  Mr.  Peyton. 
Please  describe  such  circumstsnces  of  his  posture  and 
manner  as  may  go  to  ahow  whether  he  meditated  as- 
sauU,  or  stood  on  the  defensive  merely. 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  to  have  aeen  any  act, 
upon  the  part  of  Mr.  Whitney,  except  his  reply  to  the 
Interrogatory,  and  the  scowl  of  countenance  mentioned 
in  my  answer  to  the  first  interrogatory,  which  1  thought 
indicated  any  disposition  to  produce  a  difficulty  upon 
the  occasion  alluded  to.  I  saw  no  eflTort  upon  his  part^ 
to  du  any  act  of  violence;  my  view  of  him,  however, 
during  part  of  the  time,  was  intercepted  by  individuals, 
in  standmg  and  pawing  between  us,  so  that  I  cannot  say 
he  did  no  act  of  the  sort. 

First  question  by  Mr.  CALHOON«  of  Kentucky.  Did 
or  did  not  Mr*  Wise  endeavor  to  prevent  any  collision 
between  Mr.  Peyton  and  R.  M.  Whitney,  by  stepping 
in  between  them,  and  laying  his  hands  upon  Mr.  Pey* 
ton,  and  pushing  him  bacx  from  his  position^ 

Answer.  Mr.  Wise  did  interpose,  and  1  thought  his 
interposition  very  efficient  in  preventing  violence  upon 
the  occaaion  alluded  to  in  this  interrogatory^  and  with 
the  exception  of  the  part  which  he  first  took  upon  the 
excitement  of  the  moment,  and  which  I  have  described 
in  my  answer  to  the  first  interrogatory,  and  except,  too, 
the  act  of  taking  his  station  on  the  left  of  Mr.  Whitney, 
be  acted  the  part  of  a  peacemaker.  The  taking  bis  sta- 
tion on  tbe  IcA  of  Mr.  Whitney,  I  thought,  at  the  mo- 
ment, was  intended  for  the  aecurity  of  Mr.  Peyton, 
whom,  from  the  sudden  manner  of  Mr.  Wise's  move- 
ment in  doing  so,  he  considered  in  danger.  This  was 
the  impression  upon  my.mind  at  the  moment.  I  did  not 
myself  apprehend  any  such  danger.  I  had  seen  noth- 
ing to  indicate  it,  but,  as  1  have  remarked,  1  was  not  in 
a  situation  to  see  every  act  that  was  done,  or  might  have 
been  done,  by  Mr.  Whitney;  for,  at  the  instant  when 
Mr.  Wise  started  round  the  table,  Mr.  Peyton  and  Mr. 
Wise,  and  probably  some  other  person,  were  between 
Mr.  Whitney  and  myself. 

Second  question  by  Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky. 
Did  or  did  not  Mr.  Wise  privately  request  the  members 
of  tbe  committee  not  to  rise  until  after  a  sufficient  time 
was  allowed,  after  tlie  examination  of  R.  M.  Whitney  was 
closed,  to  enable  him  (Whitney)  to  withdraw  from  the 
committee  room,  so  as  to  prevent  the  witness  and  Mr. 
Peyton  being  thrown  together,  without  the  presence  of 
the  committee  to  restrain  tjiem?  And  did  not  Mr.  Wise, 
at  the  time,  declare  that  his  object  was  to  prevent  col- 
lision between  the  parties^ 

Answer.  I  answer  in  the  affirmatiife  throughout^  and 
refer  to  my  answer  to  the  first  interrogatory  propound- 
ed, for  a  full  response  to  this. 
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Third  question  by  Mr.  C  ALHOON,  of  Kentucky.  Did 
Mr.  Wise  do  more  than  denouncie  the  insolence  of  R. 
M.  Whitney  to  the  committee?  And,  in  attempting  to 
pscify  Mr.  Peyton,  did  he  do  more  than  aay  to  hira  that 
R.  M.  Whitney  was  not  worth  his  notice? 

Answer.  For  answer  to  this  interrog^atory,  I  refer  to 
my  answer  to  the  first  interrof^atory. 

Fourth  quesiion  of  Mr.  CALHOON»  of  Kentucky. 
Did  or  did  not  Mr.  Wise  and  Mr.  Peyton  trrat  R.  M. 
Whitney  with  perfect  respect,  in  his  examination  before 
the  committee,  both  before  and  after  the  diflSculty  be- 
tween him  and  Mr.  Peyton  had  occurred;  and  did  not 
his  examination  occupy  much  time,  and  were  not  most 
of  the  questions  propounded  by  Mr.  Peyton  after  the 
difficulty  occurred? 

Answer.  I  thought  the  course  of  Mr.  Wise  and  Mr. 
Peyton,  both  before  and  after  the  diflUculty  mentioned, 
entirely  respectful.  Mr.  Whitney's  examination  occupied 
some  time  after  the  difficulty,  but  how  long  precisely  I 
do  not  remember.  The  question,  to  the  answer  to 
which  exception  was  taken,  and  out  of  which  this  unfor- 
tunate occurrence  grew,  was  No.  15\  and  questions  to 
the  number  of  fihy-three  or  more  were  propounded  to 
the  witness  in  bis  whole  examination. 

Fifth  question  by  Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky.  Had 
you  or  had  you  not  seen  Mr.  Whitney's  card  in  the 
Globe  of  the  5th  of  January  last,  which  is  as  follows: 

[This  card  is  given  in  Mr.  Fairfield's  testimony.] 

And  do  you  not  know  or  believe  that  Mr.  Peyton  had 
seen  said  card,  or  was  informed  of  its  contents?  And  did 
not  the  answer  to  the  question  which  preceded  the  dif- 
ficulty involve  the  truth  of  the  charges  which  the  card 
of  Mr.  Whitney  pronounced  to  be  false,  and  for  the  ut- 
tering of  which  he  pronounced  Mr.  Peyton  a  calumni- 
ator? 

Answer.  This  interrogatory  I  answer  in  the  affirma- 
tive throughout. 

First  question  of  Mr.  INGERSOLL.  What  language 
did  R.  M.  Whitney  use  immediately  before  the  interpo- 
sition of  Mr.  Peyton? 

Answer.  I  do  not  understand  what  is  meant  by  the 
"  interpositon  of  Mr.  Peyton,"  in  reference  to  this  trans- 
action. I  have  stated,  in  my  answer  to  the  first  inter* 
rogatory,  all  of  the  language  used  by  Mr.  Whitney,  that 
1  now  remember,  and  the  circumstances  under,  which 
the  same  was  expressed. 

Second  question  by  Mr.  INGERSOLL.  What  lan- 
guage did  R.  M.  Whitney  use  immediately  after  the 
witness  says  **  Mr.  Peyton  rose  and  addressed  the  chair- 
man?" 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  that  any  language  was 
used  by  Mr.  Whitney  at  the  time  mentioned.  Indeed, 
I  recollect  of  no  other  language  used  by  Mr.  Whitney 
during  the  difficulty,  than  what  I  have  stated  in  my  an- 
swer to  the  first  interrogatory. 

Question  by -Mr.  BELL.  When  Mr.  Peyton  was 
called  to  order  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  for  the 
first  remirks  made  by  him  in  reference  to  Mr.  Whitney, 
did  he  not  take  his  seat,  and  continue  sitting  until  Mr. 
Whitney  rose  and  commenced  speaking? 

Answer.  Fur  a  full  answer  to  this  interrogatory,  I 
refer  to  my  answer  to  the  first  interrogatory  propound- 
ed to  mr,  in  which  I  have  spoken  as  particularly  on  this 
point  as  1  recollect  the  occurrence. 

Second  question  by  Mr.  BELL.  When  Mr.  Peyton 
rose  the  second  time,  did  he  advance  across  a  lii>e 
drawn  from  his  chair  towards  the  fireplace,  cutting  him 
off  from  R.  M.  Whitney'  Could  you,  at  the  instant  of 
time  when  Mr.  Peyton  put  his  hand  to  hia  bosom,  see 
the  right  hand  of  Mr.  Whitney  ?  If  yes,  was  it  not  thrust 
into  his  pocket,  with  his  left  foot  advanced? 

Answer.  My  impression  is  that  he  did.  My  situation, 
however,  was  such  that  1  could  not  correctly  deter- 


mine at  to  the  fact.  I  was  at  the  time  nttiag  on  tiie 
sofs,  til  the  rear  of  Mr.  Peyton.  I  did  not  see  Mr. 
Whttn*y  at  the  moment  when  Mr.  Peyton  put  hii  hand 
in  his  bosom.  Mr.  Peyton  himself,  and  otherf,  inter. 
cepted  my  view  of  Mr.  Whitney. 

Third  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  Did  you  occupy  s  po- 
sition which  enabled  you  to  see  .the  offens-ve  look  or 
scowl  of  the  witness,  R.  M.  Whitney,  which  he  cist 
upon  Mr.  Peyton,  if  any,  at  the  time  of  handing  his  in- 
swer  to  the  chairman  ? 

Answer.  I  did(  and  refer  to  my  answer  to  the  first  in- 
terrogatory for  my  answer  to  this. 

Fourth  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  Did  not  Mr.  Peyton 
complain  that  the  witness,  R.  M.  Whitney,  bsd  insulted 
him  by  his  look  at  the  time? 

Answer.  He  did,  during  some  part  of  his  remsrks; 
but  at  what  point  of  time  I  do  not  recollect. 

Fif^h  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  If  it  bad  been  Mr.  Pey- 
ton's  intention  to  draw  a  weapon  upon  Mr.  Whitney,  had 
he  not  ample  time  to  do  so? 

Answer.  1  think  he  had. 

Sixth  quesiion  of  Mr.  BELL.  What  number  of  inter- 
rogatories  were  propounded  by  Mr.  Peyton  1o  the  wit- 
ness, R.  M.  Whitney  ?  How  many  before  and  how  many 
after  the  question  and  answer  which  gsve  rise  to  (he 
altercation  alluded  to?  Did  you  apprehend  danger  of 
insult  or  personal  violence  to  said  witness,  when  he  re- 
appeared before  said  committee,  on  the  part  of  either 
Mr.  Wise  or  Mr.  Peyton?  State  whether  they,  and  each 
of  them,  did  not  treat  him  with  the  courtesy  dues  vit- 
nes<,  as  well  after  as  before  that  occurrence. 

Answer.  For  answer  to  the  first  branch  of  this  inter- 
rogatory, I  refer  to  my  answer  Co  the  sixth  interrogitory 
Eropounded  to  me  by  Mr.  Calhoon.  I  did  not  ippre- 
end  danger  to  Mr.  Whitney,  from  any  quarter,  upon 
his  return  to  the  committee  room.  The  trestment  of 
Mr.  Whitney,  by  Mr.  Wise  and  Mr.  Peyton,  both  before 
and  after  this  diflTerence,  was  respectful,  so  far  at  I  ob- 
served. 

Seventh  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  Wss  there  not  a  nite 
of  the  committee  that  all  questions  should  be  reduced  to 
writing,  and  propounded  through  the  chairman  to  wit- 
neas,  if  not  objected  to  by  a  member  of  the  committcf  i 
and  that  all  answers  of  witness  should  be  returned  in 
writing,  through  the  same  channel?  And  was  it  not  re- 
marked by  Mr.  Peyton,  that  the  witness  roust  answer  in 
writing,  and  that  he  should  not  address  the  committee  in 
any  other  way? 

Answer.  There  ia  such  a  rule  as  referred  to  in  this 
interrogatory {  and,  for  my  reply  to  the  balance  of  the 
question,  I  refer  to  my  answer  to  the  first  interrogstory. 

Eighth  question^of  Mr.  BELL.  Had  or  had  not  stid 
witness  refused  to  answer  several  questions  nut  to  him 
by  Mr.  Peyton,  before  the  one  above  alluded  to,  char- 
acterizing them  as  inquisitorial,  which  questions  hid 
been  decided  by  the  committee  as  proper  to  be  pro- 
pounded? 

Answer.  He  had  refused  to  answer  several  questions* 
characterizing  them  as  inquisitorial,  which  were  permit- 
ted to  be  put  by  the  committee.  The  question  of  com- 
pelling an  answer  was  reserved  for  the  future  coniidc ra- 
tion of  the  committee,  as  I  understood,  if  the  witness 
should  objcfdt  to  answering  it. 

First  question  by  Committee.  Was  or  was  not  the  de- 
portment of  Mr.  Peyton  that  of  a  man  who  did  not  intend 
to  make  an  attack,  but  desired  to  deter  another,  and 
make  htm  desist  from  insulting  remsrk  and  conduct? 

Answer.  I  am  unable  to  say  what  the  intention  of  Ur* 
Peyton  was  upon  the  occasion  alluded  to  in  this  inter* 
rogatory.  I  have  described,  as  fully  as  I  am  able  to  do, 
the  acts  of  Mr.  Peyton,  in  my  answer  to  the  first  inter- 
rogatory propounded  to  me. 

Second  question  by  Committee.  What  was  the  quel- 
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tioo  put  to  Mr.  Wbitoeyy  •nd  his  aniwer  thereto,  to 
vbicb  joo  refer  in  yoar  aniwer  to  the  fint  interrogator 
rf  ( and  what  wm  the  vote  of  the  committee,  also  refer- 
red to  by  you  in  your  anewer  to  the  lame  interro|patory; 
ind  vill  yoa  no«r  set  this  forth,  to  be  received  in  con- 
nexion with,  and  aa  part  of,  your  anawer  to  Mid  inter- 
roptoryf 

Answer.  I  have  appended  to  my  amwer  to  the  iirat 
interrotpitofy  a  copy,  which  I  believe  to  be  correct,  of 
the  qaeition  and  anawer  referred  toi  and,  alto,  a  copy, 
frooi  the  journal  of  the  committee,  of  the  motion  made 
tnd  idopted  by  the  committeei  and  here  atate  that  there 
vu  no  objection  made  in  committee  to  its  adoption. 

There  be'mg  no  further  qoeationa  to  be  propounded 
t'>  ihif  wltneat,«  the  Hon.  Rahbok  II.  Oillbt,  of  New 
Vofk,  was  called  on  the  atand. 

Mr.  GilkV$  Testimony. 

Fint  question  by  the  Counsel  for  the  accused.  Pleaae 
iUte  tU  the  circumatancea  attendinU^  the  dispute  and  dis- 
order that  occurred  before  the  select  committee  whereof 
Mr.  Garland  is  chairman,  on  Wednesday,  the  25th  of 
JMuaryi  and  stale  particularly  all  that  was  said  and  done 
bf,  and  the  whole  demeanor  and  conduct  of,  R.  M. 
Whitoeyi  as  a  witnesa  attending  the  committee,  and 
Ueun.  Wise  and  Peyton,  »a  members  of  that  commit- 
tee, tod  sll  that  occurred  on  that  occasion. 

Answer.  1  have  beard  the  answer  of  Mr.  Fairfield  to 
(his  ittterrogatory,  and  recollect  the  facts  stated  by  him, 
)nd  think  tbey  are  truly  stated  $  and  I  adopt  his  anawer 
ttiereto  as  a  part  of  my  own.  J  think  other  words  re- 
Heeling  upon  llr«  Whitney  were  used  by  both  Mr.  Wise 
ud  Mr.  Peyton,  but  I  cannot  call  to  mind  any  that  I  am 
certiin  were  spokan  before  Mr.  Whitney  retired  from 
1^4  conmiitee  room* 

[The  remsioing  portion  of  the  witness's  reply  wassim- 
•i^rtotbat  of  Mr.  Fairfield  to  the  same  query.] 

Seeood  question  by  Counsel.  What  was  Mr.  Whit- 
^y'i  general  demeanor  aa  a  witness  before  the  commit- 
(^'  Wm  any  indecorum  or  disrespect,  on  bis  part, 
(^tirda  the  committee,  or  any  member  of  it,  observed 
or  complained  of,  or  in  any  manner  censured  by  the 
wKuautiec? 

Auver.  1  never  saw  any  indecorum  or  diarespect,  on 
^e  part  of  Mr*  Whitney,  towarda  the  committee,  or  any 
jobber  (hereof,  unless  his  written  anawer  is  deemed 
diir«ipeeUtt}.  I  never  heard  of  any  complaint,  by  an^ 
member  of  the  committee,  of  his  treating  the  committee, 
"V  toy  of  its  membetfl,  with  indecorum  or  diarespect.  I 
**  not  aware  of  hia  being  censured  by  the  committee, 
uAleu  the  returning  of  the  answer  referred  to  is  oonstru* 
ed  lo  be  censuring  him. 

Third  question  by  Counsel.  Please  atate  whether  the 
^uct  of  Mr.  Wbitneyi  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
"^^^y  scene  in  question,  waa  or  was  not  cool,  collect- 
^1  tod  forbearingf  whether  he  did  or  did  not  manifeat, 
^  vord,  deed,  or  geature,  or  by  what  word,  deed,  or 
^^>  tny  disposition  to  assault  Mr.  Peyton.  Pleaae 
<<cicrihe  inch  circumatancea  of  hia  posture  and  manner 
If^y  go  to  show  whether  ha  meditated  assault,  or 
^ood  on  the  defenaive  merely. 

^Qswer.  The  conduct  of  Mr.  Whitney  was,  as  far  aa 

^«rfed  it,  cool,  collected,  and  forbearing.  I  neither 
^^  nor  beard  any  thing,  on  his  part,  by  word,  deed,  or 
^^fe,  msnifSeittng  a  diapoaition  to  assault  Mr.  Pey* 

^■rx  question  by  Mr.  GALHOON,  of  Kentucky.  Did 
°^<tid  not  Mr.  Wise  endeavor  to  prevent  any  colliaion 

\!^^  Mr.  Peyton  and  R.  M.  Whitney,  by  stepping 
* Jp^v^n  them,  and  laying  hia  hands  upon  Mr.  Peyton, 
>»<i  puahing  him  back  from  his  position  f 

jnwer.  Mr.  Wi«  did  endeavor  to  pacify  Mr.  Peyton, 
^  itepped  between  bin  and  Mr.  Whitney,  as  I  have 
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heretofore  ntentioned,  and  I  think  put  his  hand  on  him 
while  doing  so.  1  did  not  observe  that  he  puihed  him 
back  from  his  position. 

Second  question  by  Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky. 
Did  or  did  not  Mr.  Wise  privately  request  the  members 
of  the  committee  not  to  rise  until  after  a  sufficient  time 
waa  allowed,  after  the  ezaminattan  of  R.  M.  Whitney 
waa  closed,  to  enable  him  (Whitney)  to  withdraw  from 
the  committee  room,  so  aa  to  prevent  the  witneas  and 
Mr.  Peyton  being  thrown  together,  without  the  presence 
of  the  committee  to  restrain  them?  And  did  not  Mr. 
Wise,  at  the  time,  declare  that  bis  object  waa  to  prevent 
collision  between  the  parties^ 

Answer.  I  have  aome  indiatinct  recollection  of  some 
person  making  the  suggestion  alluded  to»  but  1  cannot 
atate  by  whom  it  was  made,  nor  its  exact  purport. 

Third  queation  by  Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky. 
Did  Mr*  Wise  do  more  than  denounce  the  inaolence  of 
R*  M.  Whitney  to  the  committee/  And,  in  attempting 
to  pacify  Mr.  Peyton,  did  be  do  more  than  say  to  him 
that  R.  M.  Whitney  was  not  worth  his  notice? 

Answer.  As  to  what  Mr.  Wise  did  or  said,  I  refer  to 
my  answer  to  the  first  interrogatory. 

Fourth  qtiestion  of  Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky. 
Did  or  did  not  Mr.  Wise  and  Mr.  Peyton  treat  R.  M. 
Whitney  with  perfect  respect,  in  his  examination  before 
the  committee,  both  before  and  after  the  difficulty  be- 
tween him  and  Mr.  Peyton  had  occurred  $  and  didtiot  hia 
examination  occupy  much  timet  and  were  not  moat  of 
the  questions  propounded  by  Mr.  Peyton  after  the  diffi- 
culty occurred? 

Answer.  I  am  unaware  of  Mr.  Peyton  or  Mr.  Wise 
treating  Mr.  Whitney  with  disrespect  while  he  waa  be- 
fore the  committee,  before  or  after  the  difficulty.  Hia 
examination  occupied  considerable  time,  much  of  which 
waa  occupied  in  writing  out  and  settling  questions  to  be 
put  to  him.  Moat  of  the  queationa  were  put  after  the 
difficulty. 

Fifth  question  by  Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky.  Had 
you  or  bad  you  not  seen  Mr.  Whitney's  card  in  the 
Globe  of  the  5th  of  January  last,  which  is  as  follows: 

[ilemofore  inserted  in  Mr.  Fairfield's  testimony.] 

Answer.  I  saw  Mr.  Whitney's  card  in  the  Globe  of 
the  5th  of  January.  I  do  not  know  that  Mr.  Peyton  had 
seen  it.  For  anawer  to  the  latter  part  of  this  interroga* 
tory,  1  refer  to  the  card  quoted  in  it,  and  to  the  queation 
and  answer  referred  to,  which  speak  for  themselves. 

First  queation  of  Mr.  INGERSOLL.  What  language 
did  R.  M.  Whitney  use  immediately  before  the  interpo- 
sition of  Mr.  Peyton? 

Anawer.  I  am  not  aware  that  Mr.  Whitney  used  any 
language  immediately  before  the  difficulty  with  Mr. 
Peyton. 

Second  question  by  Mr.  INGERSOLL.  What  lan- 
guage did  Mr.  R.  M.  Whitney  use  immediately  after  the 
witneas  says  *'  Mr.  Peyton  rose  and  addreaaed  the  chair- 
man?" 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  any  language  used  by  Mr. 
Whitney,  after  preparing  his  anawer,  but  what  1  have 
stated  in  my  anawer  to  the  first  interrogatory,  wherein 
he  cUimed  the  protection  of  the  committee  while  be- 
fore it. 

First  question  by  Mr.  BELL.  When  Mr.  Peyton  was 
called  to  order  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  fur  the 
firat  remarks  made  by  him  in  reference  to  Mr.  Whitney, 
did  he  not  take  his  seat,  and  continue  aitting  until  Mr. 
Whitney  rose  and  commenced  speaking? 

Answer.  I  think  be  did  not. 

Second  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  When  Mr.  Peyton 
rose  the  second  time,  did  he  advance  across  a  line  drawn 
from  his  chair  towarda  the  fireplace,  cutting  him  off 
from  R.  M.  Whitney?  Could  you,  at  the  inatant  of  time 
when  Mr.  Peyton  put  his  band  to  bis  bosom,  see  the 


1811 


GALES  &  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


1812 


H.  or  H.] 


Ca»e  ofR.  M.  Whitnty. 


[FsB.  17,  1837. 


right  hand  of  Mr.  Whitney?     If,  yes,  vaa  it  not  thrust 
Into  bia  pocket,  with  the  left  foot  tdmneed.^ 

Answer.  1  think  he  did.  At  the  time  Mr.  Peyton  put 
bis  hand  to  his  bosom,  I  think  I  could  bare  aeen  Mr. 
Whitney,  but  I  hare  no  recollection  of  having  seen  his 
hand  thrust  into  bis  pocket*  or  that  bis  left  foot  was  ad- 
vanced. 

Third  question  of  Mr.  DBfX.  Did  you  occupy  a  posi- 
tion which  enabled  you  to  see  the  offensive  look  or 
scowl  of  the  witness,  R.  M.  Whitney,  which  he  cast 
upon  Mr.  Peyton,  if  any,  at  the  time  of  banding  bis  an* 
swer  to  the  chairman? 

Answer.  I  did{  but  noticed  none. 

Fourth  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  Did  not  Mr.  Peyton 
complain  that  the  witness,  R.  M.  Whitney,  had  insulted 
bim  by  his  look  at  the  time? 

Anpwer.  I  did  no^hear  Mr.  Peyton,  at  the  time,  com- 
plain that  Mr.  Whitney  had  insulted  him  by  his  look. 

Fifth  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  If  it  had  been  Mr.  Pey- 
ton's intention  to  draw  a  weapon  upon  Mr.  Whitney,  had 
he  not  ample  time  to  do  ao? 

Answer.  If  the  weapon  was  easily  drawn,  I  abould 
think  he  had. 

Sixth  queation  of  Mr.  BELL.  What  number  of  inter- 
rogatories were  propounded  by  Mr.  Peyton  to  the  wit- 
ness, R.  M.  Whiiney?  How  many  before  and  how 
many  after  the  question  and  answer  which  gave  rise  to 
the  altercation  alluded  to?  Did  you  apprehend  danger 
of  insult  or  personal  violence  to  said  witoeas,  when  he 
reappeared  before  said  committee,  on  the  part  of  either 
Mr.  Wise  or  Mr.  Peyton?  State  whether  they,  and  each 
of  them«  did  not  treat  him  with  the  courieay  due  a  wit- 
ness, as  well  after  as  before  that  occurrence. 

Answer.  I  think  Mr.  Peyton  proposed  fifty-three  or 
more  questions  in  his  examination  af>er  hia  protest,  and 
the  difficulty  occurred  on  the  anawer  to  the  15tb.  Both 
before  and  after  the  difficulty,  while  before  the  commit- 
tee, both  Mr.  Peyton  and  Mr.  Wise  treated  Mr.  Whit- 
ney  respectfully.  After  Mr.  Whitney  returned  before 
the  committee,  I  thought  the  excited  feelings  of  Mr. 
Peyton  and  Mr.  Wise  were  so  much  allayed  that  I  did 
not  apprehend  danger  of  insult  or  personal  violence  to 
bim. 

Seventh  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  Waa  there  not  a  rule 
of  the  committee  that  all  questiona  abould  be  reduced 
to  writing,  and  propounded  through  the  chairman  to 
witness,  if  not  objected  to  by  a  member  of  the  commit- 
tee i  and  that  all  answers  of  witness  should  be  returned 
in  writing  through  the  same  channel?  And  was  it  not  re- 
marked by  Mr.  Peyton  that  the  witness  must  answer  in 
writing*  and  that  he  abould  not  address  the  eommiltee  in 
any  other  way? 

Anawer.  There  waa  such  a  rule  aa  ia  referred  to.  The 
only  remark  of  the  kind  made  by  Mr.  Peyton  is  given 
in  my  answer  to  the  first  interrogatory. 

Eighth  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  Had  or  had  not  aaid 
witneas  refused  to  answer  several  questions  put  to  him 
by  Mr.  Peyton,  before  the  one  above  alluded  to,  charac- 
terizing them  as  inquisitorial,  which  questions  had  been 
decided  by  the  committee  as  proper  to  be  propounded? 

Anawer.  Before  the  difficulty,  I  believe  Mr.  Whitney 
bad  refused  to  answer  some  six  or  eight  of  the  interrog- 
atories! and  a  portion  of  them,  he  alleged,  were  of  an  in- 
quisitorial character,  and  therefore  declined  to  answer 
them.  Previously  to  the  difficulty,  seven  questions  had 
been  proposed  that  evening,  three  of  which  he  answer- 
ed, three  be  declined  to  answer,  and  to  the  last  one  he 
gave  the  response  which  immediately  preceded  the  dif- 
ficulty. No  questions  were  propounded  except  by  the 
consent  of  the  committee. 

First  question  by  Committee.  Waa  or  was  not  the  de- 
portment of  Mr.  Peyton  that  of  a  man  who  did  not  in- 
tend to  make  an  attack,  but  desired  to  deter  another. 


and  make  htm  desist  from  inaotting  lenark  aod  con* 

duct? 

.    Anawer.  I  cannot  state  any  fact,  not  already  given, 

going  to  show  what  Mr.  Peyton  desired  to  accompliih 

by  bis  acts  and  words. 

Second  question  by  Committee.  What  wu  the  qaes. 
tion  put  to  Mr.  Whitney,  and  his  answer  thereto,  to 
which  you  refer  in  your  answer  to  the  first  ihterrogtto* 
ry«  and  what  was  the  vote  of  tbe  committee,  also  refer- 
red to  by  you  in  your  answer  to  the  same  intcrrogttory; 
and  will  you  now  set  them  forth*  to  be  received  in  con- 
nexion with,  and  as  part  of,  your  answer  to  said  inter- 
rogatory > 

Answer.  The  question  put  was  as  follows:  "Did 
you  receive  any  letter  of  recommendation  from  R.  B. 
Taney,  or  did  he  in  any  manner  countenance  or  encour- 
age you  in  applying  tor  the  agency  contemplated)  or 
did  he  positively  refuse  to  recommend,  receive,  or 
countenance  you  in  that  capacity,  while  be  wai  at  (he 
head  of  the  Treasury  Department?. 

**  Anawer.  I  decline  answering  this  interrogttory, 
more  particularly  aa  the  individual  propounding  it  hti 
asserted,  positively  snd  publicly,  that  tbe  aubstanee  of 
the  latter  part  of  it  ia  true,  beginning  with,  <  or  did  bf ,' 
&c.  t  therefore,  being  tbe  party  aecuaed,  I  am  not  a  prop- 
er witness.  1  think,  in  justice,  that  the  individual  who 
has  made  the  allegation  abould  be  called  upon  to  pro- 
duce hia  proofi 

'*  The  witness  waa  deaired  to  withdraw. 

**  Mr.  Hax aa  moved  that  the  foregoing  answer  to  tbe 
15tb  question  be  returned  to  the  witness,  being  no  reply 
to  tbe  interrogatory,  and  disrespectful  to  a  member  of 
the  committee." 

There  being  no  further  questions  to  be  propounded 
to  Mr.  GiiLST,  and  all  tbe  witnesses  sumflDoned  having 
been  examined — 

Mr.  GH OLSON  then  moved  that  a  subpoena  beiinied 
for  the  Hon.  Jambs  GAa&AVD,  that  be  mtglit  be  furniih- 
ed  with  the  same  intfrrogatoriea  which  bad  been  fur* 
nished  to  the  other  witnesses. 

Mr.  GARLAND  replied,  that  it  would  be  unneeesa- 
ry  to  iasue  a  subpoena,  as  he  would  be  in  attendance  up* 
on  tbe  House  the  whole  time  of  its  sessions. 

Mr.  Garlabd  waa  then  8Worn«  and  furniabed  with  in* 
terrogatoriea,  so  that  he  might  have  his  answers  prepi- 
red  by  the  next  day. 

•Mr.  WISE  would  make  an  additional  suRgestion.  As 
he  understood  the  counsel  for  the  accused  had  no  other 
witnesses  to  be  called  and  aworn,  he  would  inquire  if 
tbe  committee  for  the  Houae  had  anyi  if  they  had,  he 
would  Buggest  that  tbey  might  be  called  and  sworn,  and 
these  same  interrogatoriea  given  to  them,  so  thtt  tbey 
might  have  their  answers  prepared. 

Mr.  GHOLSON  said  the  committee  had  just  called  tbe 
only  witness  they  proposed  to  examine. 

Mr.  THOMAS  observed  that  the  counsel  for  the  ac- 
cused were  about  making  an  application  for  other  wit- 
nesses to  be  summoned. 

Mr.  WISE  wished  to  inquire  if,  when  the  accused 
had  done  calling  hia  witneaaes,  and  when  the  witn 
which  had  been  called  by  the  committee  on  the  part 
the  Houae  were  examined,  hia  friend  from  Tenn 
[Mr.  Pbttok]  and  hinMelf  would  be  permitted  to 
witnesses  in  their  defence. 

Mr.  THOMAS  said  he  might  have  misconstrued  t 
duties  of  the  committee,  but  he  would  state  what 
considered  their  duties  to  be.    lie  looked  upon  t 
committee  in  the  light  of  a  prosecuting  attorney  on  t 
part  of  the  Houaei  and  after  the  eounael  for  the  accu^ 
ahould  have  doaed  their  testimony,  it  would  be  the 
ty  of  the  committee  to  produce  to  the  House  oral 
written  evidence  In  support  of  the  charge  made  agai 
the  accused  i  and  tbe  committee  would  take  it  as  a  fav 
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if  (he  t vo  honotmble  gentleifien  [Mr.  Pkttoit  And  Mr. 
Wiss]  would  aid  them  by  furniBhing  the  coromtttee  vith 
Uie  Mines  of  such  witneaset  •■  they  might  desire  to  hsve 
wnmoned,  or  bring  to  ibeir  notice  such  written  testi- 
mony at  mi|^t  hnve  s  besting  upon  the  eaie. 

Mr.  WiSB  wished  to  8sy»  with  perfect  respect  to  the 
cofomitiee  of  the  House,  and  he  wished  to  be  distinctly 
understoc»d  vticn  he  said,  with  perfect  respect  to  the 
coamittee,  that  he  hsd  had  no  part  or  lot  in  the  prose- 
catioo  of  the  accttsedi  and  he  would  state  to  the  Houae, 
(hil  he  never  would  be  caught  in  being  a  prosecutor  in 
my  cate,  unless  called  upon  by  the  Uwa  of  the  land  to 
do  10.  Ue  should  neither  sssist,  sid,  abet,  or  counsel,  in 
this  prosecution;  snd  he  only  ssked,  not  that  he  might 
be  permitted  to  call  witnesses  there  to  testify  agsinst  sny 
IBM,  but  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  call  witneises  to 
tfttiff  to  the  truth  touching  his  own  conduct.  He  only 
dnired  to  call  wttnesies  as  a  defence  0f*hiroaelf.  He 
voald  despise  the  calling  witncMes  as  a  proaecutori  he 
voQld  scorn  it.  He  hsd  not  voted,  either  in  the  com- 
mitee  er  in  the  House,  in  the  case  of  this  man,  nor  would 
be  (estiff  in  the  case.  All  he  would  ask  of  gentlemen 
•oqM  be  to  allow  him  the  poor  priTilege  of  ezam- 
log  witnesses  in  his  own  defencei  snd  he  wss  willing  to 
itasd  or  fall  by  the  testimony  which  would  be  given,  as 
be  knew  that  he  could  be  convicted  of  nothing,  except- 
ing it  was  that  he  hsd  sworn  some  oaths;  snd  in  extenu- 
ttioo  of  that  he  had  only  to  say  that  he  was  following 
the  example  of  those  who  were  in  the  highest  situsttons; 
be  was  bat  msking  use  of  court  Isnguagc;  and  if  any 
f^tleman  wished  to  hear  a  specimen  of  this  kind  of 
Ungusge,  all  he  hsd  to  do  was  to  go  to  the  White  House 
tnd  speak  of  the  Florida  campsign.  He  repested  that 
be  wished  to  call  witnesses  to  justify  himself,  not  to 
prosecute  any  man. 

Mr.  THOMAS  expressed  a  wish  to  ssy  a  very  few 
vords. 

The  CHAIR  said  the  whole  of  this  conversation  was 
«it  of  ordeK 

Mr.  THOMAS  bad  but  a  word  or  two  to  say.  Wheth- 
er the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  or  the  gentlenuin  fi*om 
Tenncsser,  or  any  other  member  of  that  House,  might 
visb  to  adduce  testimony  in  vindication  of  those  two 
Scatlemen,  as  implicated  in  this  investigation,  or  with 
whatever  other  motive  they  might  think  proper  to  fur- 
ikiih  the  cooMnittee  with  written  testimony  or  oral  testi* 
mony,  it  WIS  the  duty  of  the  committee  to  bring  that 
evidence  in  for  the  consideration  of  counsel.  The 
House  hsd  felt  itself  too  numerous  and  too  unwieldy  to 
■ske  iu  srgument,  in  the  form  of  an  issue  between  sny 
parties,  snd  thought  proper  that  the  duty  should  devolve 
00  a  smstler  number.  He  again  repeated,  that  without 
inquiry  into  the  motives  with  which  the  gentlemen  bring 
testimony  forward,  Mr.  T.,  as  a  member  of  the  commit- 
tee, wottU  be  glad  himself  to  concur. 

The  CHAIK  must  interpose  again.  There  was  no 
proposition  before  the  House.  Is  the  counsel  for  the 
sccnacd  prepsred  to  proceed  further? 

Mr.  LINCOLN  said  it  was  proper  for  htmsfelf  that 
oetther  be  nor  any  other  member  of  the  select  commit- 
tee sboukl  have  any  thing  further  to  do  with  this  prose- 
cution. Ue  shouU  have  availed  himself^  he  said,  of  an 
earlier  opportunity  of  asking  to  be  excused  from  attend- 
u^gon the  committee  of  examination,  but  that  he  had 
been  akaoit  continually  occupied  on  the  select  commit- 
tee. He  had,  however,  taken  no  part  in  the  management 
of  this  examination,  and  had  not  voted  on  that  day  on 
soy  one  qoestion  brought  before  the  House,  in  relation 
to  the  subject.  Under  these  circumstances,  he  asked 
the  House  to  excuse  him  from  serving  on  the  .former 
committee. 

Mr.  ailTHEBLAND.  It  U  not  vorth  while  to  dis- 
charge  bia  now,  as  their  duties  must  be  nearly  at  an 
end. 


Mr.  L.  was,  however,  excused  by  the  House. 
Mr.  Whitney  wss  then  conducted  from  the  bar;  and. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BOND, 
The  House  adjourned. 
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Af^er  the  reception  of  some  resolutions  of  inquiry. 
The  House  resumed  the  examination  of  evidence  in 
the  case  of  R.  M.  Whitney. 

Tlaiimony  of  the  Hon,  J.  L.  Martin, 

Fifteenth  question  by  Mr.  BELL.  Have  jrou*  or  any 
other  person,  to  your  knowledge,  had  any  conversation 
with  the  said  R.  M.-  Whitney  since  the  occurrence  in 
the  committee?  If  so,  did  he  inform  you  then  that  he 
wss  alarmed,  and  that  his  fears  had  induced  him  to  take 
the  course  which  he  has  done  in  ibis  matter?  State  all 
he  said  in  relation  to  his  fears,  or  the  motives  which  in- 
duced his  course  upon  this  occasion. 

Answer.  1  have  had  no  conversation  whatever  with 
Mr.  Whitney  since  the  time  alluded  to  in  this  interroga- 
tory, that  I  now  remember  of,  and  certainly  none  upon 
the  subject  mentioned. 

Six(h  question  by  Mr.  PEYTON.  When  did  you  first 
see  the  written  statement  of  Mr.  Fairfield,  which  he 
presented  to  this  House  in  answer  to  the  first  interroga- 
tory propounded  to  him,  or  the  substance  of  the  same? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  the  day  on  which  I  first 
saw  the  statement  alluded  to;  it  was,  I  think,  shortly  after 
Mr.  Wise  and  Mr.  Peyton  made  their  statements  of  the 
occurrences  of  the  25tb  of  January,  before  the  select 
committee  mentioned  in  this  examination,  to  the  House, 
St  which  time  1  understood  thst  they  called  upon  ttie 
members  of  the  committee  to  mske  their  statement  of 
the  occurrence.    1  was  not  present  at  the  time. 

Seventh  question  of  the  Counsel  for  the  sccused.  Did 
Mr.  Wise,  at  any  time,  and  when  and  where,  state  whst 
was  bis  purpose  in  goinw  around  the  table,  and  phM^ing 
himself  nesr  the  sccused,  ss  stated  in  your  snswer  to  the 
first  interrogatory?  If  yes,  what  did  he  ssy  wss  his 
purpose?  And  wss  the  statement  of  Mr.  Wise,  as  to  his 
purpose  in  that  movement,  before  or  after  the  accused's 
testimony  before  the  committee  hsd  been  closed? 

Answer.  I  heard  Mr.  Wise  speaking  of  this  subject  in 
the  committee  room;  but,  ss  to  the  day^  I  am  unable  to 
specify;  nor  am  I  sble  to  ssy  whether  it  wss  before  or 
after  the  examination  of  Mr.  Whitney  was  closed.  I  un« 
derstood  Mr.  Wise  to  ssy  that  his  object  in  going  round 
the  tablr^  near  to  Mr.  Whitney,  was  to  be  able,  if  Mr. 
Whitney  attempted  to  use  a  weapon  upon  Mr.  Peyton, 
to  protect  him  from  iniury.  I  understood  him  to  ssy, 
that  if  it  hsd  been  rendered  necesssry  for  Mr.  Peyton's 
safety,  be  would  have  taken  Mr.  Whitney's  life.  He 
sJso  stated  that  Mr.  Whitney  hsd  his  hsnd  in  his  pocket, 
for  the  purpose,  as  he  supposed,  of  drawing  a  weapon, 
seeing  which.  Induced  him  to  pass  round  the  table,  as 
above  ststed. 

Sixteenth  question  by  Mr.  BELL.  Had  you  not  form- 
ed and  expressed  the  opinion  that  Mr.  Whitney's  con- 
duct had,  prior  to  the  night  of  this  occurrence,  been 
contemptuous,  and  such  as  to  show  a  disposition  to  trifle 
with  the  committee?  Had  you  not  been  inclined  to  vote 
to  report  him  to  the  House  for  contempt?  Did  you 
not  think  and  say  that  he  had  reiterated  the  word  <*  in- 
quisitorial" ofTensively*  and  bad  unnecessarily  rung 
every  change  upon  it,  as  if  it  was  a  new  word  to»him,  of 
which  he  seemed  fond;  and  did  you  not  concur  with  Mr. 
Wise  that  night,  in  the  expression  that  bis  insolence  to 
the  committee  was  no  longer  suflTersble.* 

Answer.  I  did  not  consider  Mr.  Whitney's  course  re« 
spectful  to  the  committee  at  sU  times  prior  to  the  occtir- 
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renee  alluded  to,  and  particulariy  during  the  pendency 
of  hia  application  for  further  time  to  prepare  for  his  ex- 
amination, and  to  make  hia  return  to  the  call  made  upon 
him  by  the  whpcena  duea  tecum;  and,  aa  a  full  anawer  to 
this  part  of  this  interrogatory,  I  refer  to  my  answer  to 
question  number  two,  propounded  to  me. 

I  did  express  the  opinion  that  I  thought  he  made  too 
free  a*  use  of  the  word  '*  inquisitorlaP'  in  his  answer  to 
the  interrogatories  of  the  committee.  I  thought  the 
word  unnecessary  in  his  answers;  that  hia  simple  state- 
ment that  he  declined  to  answer  the  interrofiiatory,  which 
I  believe  followed  the  word  "  inquisitorial"  in  every  an- 
awer, was  sufficient;  and  that,  if  he  desired  to  give  his 
reasons  for  declining  to  answer,  a  lesa  offensive  word 
might  have  been  used,  and  his  meaning  be  aa  well  un- 
derstood. I  did  think  his  conduct,  upon  the  night  al- 
luded to,  was  very  objectionable,  and  so  expressed  my- 
self. 

Question  by  Mr.  ALFORD.  Do  you  know,  or  have  you 
any  reason  to  believe,  that  Heuben  M.. Whitney  premed- 
itated an  insult  to  the  committee,  or  any  member  there- 
of, whenever  he  should  be  called  before  them;  and  do 
you  know,  or  have  you  any  reason  to  believe,  that  be 
armed  himself  in  anticipation  of  that  event? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  any  thing  upon  the  subject  of 
this  inquiry. 

Question  by  the  Counsel.  When  you  speak  of  Mr. 
Whitney's  disrespectful  conduct,  in  your  answer  to  a 
preceding  interrogatory,  do  you  refer  to  matters  appear- 
ing on  the  journal,  or  to  any  other  indications  of  disre- 
spect, in  manner  or  language,  except  what  ia  there  to  be 
found  f  If  to  any  other,  please  specify  them.  If  to  mat- 
ters appearing  on  the  journal,  please  refer  to  the  pages 
of  the  printed  journal  now  in  evidence,  for  the  passages 
evincing  such  disrespect  or  improprieties. 

Answer.  In  my  answer  to  the  second  interrogatory 
propounded  to  me,  I  have  pointed  out  the  psge  of  the 
journal  upon  which,  and  the  one  following,  the  objec- 
tionable part  of  his  conduct  is  shown,  and  in  that  answer 
particularly  referred  to;  they  are  pages  S3  and  24.  l*o 
this  I  mainly  refer  aathe  ground  of  exception,  aa  stated  in 
each  of  my  answera  to  the  interrogatories  upon  this  sub- 
ject, except  ss  to  my  answer  to  the  interrogatory  pro- 
pounded this  morning,  in  which  1  refer  to  his  use  of  the 
term  "  inquisitorial,"  and  hia  reply  to  the  interrogatory 
out  of  which  the  difficulty  apoken  of  In  this  inquiry  grew. 
I  heard  nothing  from  Mr.  Whitney,  by  word,  to  which  I 
took  exception.  I  thought  his  deportment  at  times 
somewhat  objectionable,  and  particularly  upon  the  oc- 
casion of  returning  hia  anawer  to  the  fifteenth  interrog- 
atory, as  mentioned  in  my  answer  to  the  laat  interrog- 
atory. 

I  refer  to  the  statement  of  the  journal  of  the  commit- 
tee, at  psge  23,  eight  lines  from  the  bdttom,  and  thence 
the  balance  of  the  page;  and  from  the  top  of  page  24 
down  to  the  paragraph  beginning  with  the  worda,  <<  A 
letter  from  John  P.  Van  Ness;"  also,  to  psge  84,  from 
the  top  to  the  notice  of  the  adjournment  of  the  commit- 
tee. I  also  refer  to  the  answers  of  Mr.  Whitney,  in  his 
examination  before  the  aelect  committee,  in  which  the 
term  *•  inquisitorial"  is  used.  [See  pages  of  the  iournal 
81,  82,  and  83.]  *^ 

Mr.  Martih  was  then  discharged  from  the  stand. 

Mr.  PEYTON  rose,  he  said,  to  submit  a  proposition  to 
the  House,  which  he  trusted  would  be  assented  to. 

The  CHAIR  remarked  that  there  was  another  witness 
who  had  been  summoned,  yet  to  be  examined;  after 
which  the  gentleman's  proposition  might  be  in  order. 

Mr.  PEYTON  said  he  had  to  retire  to  the  performance 
of  the  dutiea  of  the  select  committee  of  which  he  was  a 
member;  and  he  wished  first  to  submit  hia  motion,  be- 
cause it  was  to  faeiliUte  the  labors  of  that  committee, 
and  enable  them  to  make  their  report^    He  then  sent  to 


the  Chair  the  question  and  the  resoltttion  he  proposed  to 
submit,  to  be  read  for  the  information  of  the  House,  jpf. 
ing  notice  that  if  any  objection  were  made  he  should 
move  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

The  resolution  was  then  read,  aa  follows: 

Beaohedf  That  Reuben  M.  Whitney  be  directed  to  sn- 
awer,  upon  oath,  before  the  House,  or  before  the  select 
committee  of  which  the  honorable  James  Garland  is  chtir- 
man,  the  following  interrogatory: 

Interrogatory.  Was  or  was  not  Amos  Kendall,  Post. 
maater  General,  the  author  of  the  letter  referred  to  in 
the  following  communicsftion,  made  by  yourself,  to  the 
President  of  the  Bank  at  Burlington,  Vermont,  which  ii 
aa  follows: 

<*  With  this  I  forward  you  the  copy  of  a  letter  written 
by  a  peraon  residing  here,  high  in  the  confidence  of  the 
Executive,  to  aoroe  frienda  m  New  York  and  Boston. 
This  will  explain  to  you  more  fully  the  object  of  the 
agency,  and  the  dutiea  which  will  appertain  to  it. 

'*  I  communicate  this  with  the  request  that  it  mty  be 
considered  aa  especially  communtcated  to  yon  individu- 
ally, but  to  be  read  to  the  board,  and  to  be  treitcd  in 
the  same  manner'as  all  things  should  l>e  connected  with 
the  tranaactions  of  the  board  of  directors  of  a  bank." 

The  letter,  which  waa  anonymous,  ia  as  follows: 

*•  Wasbikgtok,  ^ovemher  8, 1834. 

'•DxAU  Sib:  You  will  recollect  that  there  is  s  pro- 
vision in  the  contracts  between  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment and  the  depo^te  banka,  by  which  they  underuke 
to  pay  each  their  due  proportion  of  the  compensation  of 
auch  agent,  to  aupertntend  their  operations,  as  might  be 
appointed  by  the  Secretary*  and  that  R.  M.  Whitney, 
Esq.  obtained  the  recommendation  of  the  depostte 
banks  in  Boston,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia,  for  that 
agency. 

■  *  The  near  approach  of  the  session  of  Congress  at  that 
time  was  thought  to  render  it  inexpedient  to  make  aa 
appointment  under  auch  circumatanceay  although  every 
one  acquainted  with  the  matter  acknowledges  its  im- 
portance. 

'*  Thia  posture  of  aflfaira  makes  it  desirable  that  the 
banks  themselves  should  take  steps  to  secure  all  the  ben- 
efits to  themselves,  and  as  far  aa  practicable  to  the  pub- 
lic, which  were  anticipated  from  that  arrangement.  It 
may  be  done  by  each  bank  appointing  ita  own  sgenS 
but  all  of  them  the  same  peraon,  to  reside  at  the  seat  of 
Government,  and  travel  when  necessary  to  interchange 
information,  make  suggestions,  and  produce  consert  in 
relation  to  the  currency  and  domestic  exchanges^  u  weil 
as  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  Government.  I  ant  per^ 
suaded  that  the  State  banks,  whether  depositories  for  th^ 
public  funds  or  not,  would  derive  great  benefits  from 
such  an  organ  of  intcreommunicaticNi. 

«  The  President  and  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  1 
know,  view  the  subject  in  the  aame  light  that  1  do,  and| 
will  be  gratified  if  the  banks  will  esUbliah  suoh  an 
agency;  and,  from  hia  talents,  experience  and  fidelity^ 
no  appointment  would  be  more  acceptable  to  them  thaq 
that  of  Mr.  Whitney,  who  has  already  been  recomroendj 
ed  to  the  Department. 

**  My  object  in  addreasing  you  is  to  solicit  your  sid^ 
particularly  with  the  depoaiie  banka  in  Boston,  in  iirs^ 
eflPecting  the  general  object  of  eatabliahing  an  agency^ 
which  is  of, primary  importance,  and  then  in  selectinfj 
.Mr.  Whitney  as  their  ageht.  I  know  of  no  man  in  th^ 
United  Stales  who  haa  the  capacity  and  disposition  td 
serve  them  more  efficiently." 

If  said  Kendall  is  not  the  author  of  aaid  letter,  a  he 
iaf 

The  CHAIR  said  it  waa  not  in  order  to  offer  this  prop^ 
osition  while  a  wttneas  was  under  examination. 

Mr.  PEYTON  merely  wished  that  the  witness,  Whit^ 
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ney,  might  intwer  the  interrogptory  •!  the  bar  of  the 
House  or  in  the  committee  room. 

The  CHAIR  repeated  hts  decision,  that  the  propoai- 
tton  could  not  be  entertained  at  that  atag^  of  the  pro- 
ceeding*. 

Mr.  PEYTON  according^ly  moved  a  aospenalon  of  the 
rate  for  tlie  porpoae  of  propoundinfj^  the  inquiry  aa  to 
vbo  wM  the  author  of  that  anonymoua  letter,  and  on 
the  motion  be  asked  for  the  yeaa  and  naysi  whieh  were 
ordered. 

Mr.  WISB  remarked  that  perhaps  the  idea  had  not 
Kruck  bii  friend  from  Tennessee  that  this  individual  was 
thtB  under  arrest,  and  whilst  he  was  in  custody  of  the 
Sergetnt-it-srros  of  the  House  he  could  not  be  brought 
before  a  committee  as  a  witness. 

Mr.  PEYTON  replied  that,  upon  examininir  the  rulea 
of  the  House,  he  found  that  the  House  itself  had  the 
pover  to  direct  the  examination. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  neg- 
Btive:  Yeas  63,  nays  96,  as  follows  t 

Ttis— Messrs.  Alford,  Chiltdn  Allan,  Heman  Allen, 
Bitley,  Bell,  Bond,  Bunch,  John  Calhoon,  Carter,  John 
Chtmberf,  Chetwood,  N.  H.  Claiborne,  John  F.  H. 
CWbome,  Clark,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Evans,  Forester, 
Gfing^,  Griffin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Harper,  Hszeltine, 
Hiester,  Herod,  Howell,  Hunt,  Huntsman,  Ingersoll, 
J>Ki,  Jenifer,  Lawler,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Luke  Lea,  Lew- 
^  Lore,  Lyon,  Sannson  Mason,  Maury,  McKennan,  Mil- 
Jiyin,  Pearson,  Pettigrew,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Rencher, 
lliwei),  Sioane,  Spangler,  Standefer,  Steele,  Storer, 
Tiliiferro,  WadMy  Thompson,  Underwood,  Vinton, 
White,  L.  WiHiams,  8.  Williams,  Wise,  Young— 63. 

KAis>.)le8sr«.  Anthony,  Barton,  Bean,  Black,  Bockee, 
Boiden,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Briggs,  Buchanan,  Burns,  By- 
^%  Cambreleng,  Carr,  Cusey,  George  Chambers,  Chap- 
"Wn,  Chapin,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Cratg,  Cramer, 
t'rary,  Cushman,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Efner,  Farlin, 
French,  Fry,  Galbraith,  GhoUon,  Glascock,  Grantland, 
^Iiley,  J.  Hall,  B.  8.  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes, 
Hendenon,  Hoar,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley,  Hunting- 
<»0i  Ingham,  William  Jackson,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave 
JoljrBon,  John  W.  Jones,  Kennon,  Rlingensmtth,  Lane, 
Lansing,  Gideon  Lee,  Thomas  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan, 
Loyill,  Lucas,  Abijah  Mann,  Job  Mann,  William  Masoti, 
Moies  litaon.  May,  McKim,  McLene,  Milter,  Montgom- 
cryi  Hoore,  Morgan,  Muhlent^rg,  Page,  Dutee  J. 
Petrce,  Pbelpa,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Rich- 
trdion,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Schenck,  Seymour,  Shinn, 
Sickles,  Sprague,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  John  Thomiion, 
Toucey,  Turrill,  V*nderpoel,  Wagencr,  Weeks,  Thomas 
T  Whittlesey,  Yell— 96. 

Jifr.  GUkVt  CroU'examination, 

Q  ifstlon  by  Mr.  BBLL.  When  Mr.  Peyton  was  call- 
ed lo  order  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  for  the 
^y  remark  made  by  him  in  reference  to  Mr.  Whitney, 
^H  he  not  take  his  seat,  and  continue  sitting  until  Mr. 
Whitney  rose  and  commenced  speaking  f 

Answer.  I  think  he  did  not . 

Q'Jfstron  by  Mr.  BKLL.  Did  you  occupy  a  position 
^ich  enabled  you  to  see  the  offensive  look  or  scowl  of 
'^e  vitness,  R.  M.  Whitney,  which  he  cast  upon  Mr. 
^^ton,  if  any,  st  the  time  of  handing  his  answer  to  the 

Answer.  I  did,  but  did  not  observe  any  such  scowl  or 

hrk. 

Question  by  Mr.  BBLL.  Did  not  Mr.  Peyton  com- 
Plxnthat  the  witness,  R.  M.  Whitney,  bad  Insulted  him 
<>y  hillock  at  the  time? 

Answer.  1  heard  no  such  complaint  at  that  time?  f  do 
tiot  remember  ever  to  have  heard  him  complain  of  it  in 
the  committee  room. 

Qtteition  by  Mr.  BBLL.  Have  you,  or  any  other  per- 


sons,  to  your  knowMge,  had  any  converaation  with  the 
aaid  R.  M.  Whitney  since  the  occurrence  tn  the  commit- 
tee? If  so,  did  he  inform  you  then  that  he  waa  alarmed, 
and  that  hia  fears  had  induced  him  to  take  the  course 
which  he  has  done  in  this  matter?  State  all  he  aaid  in  re- 
lation to  his  fears,  or  the  motives  which  induced  his 
course  upon  this  occasion. 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  conversation  **  other 
persons"  may  have  had  with  Mr.  Whitney,  aincelhe  oc- 
currence. I  have  avoided  conversation  with  him  rela- 
tive to  th*e  occurrence  in  the  committee  room.  He  has 
never  informed  me  whether  he  was  alarmed  or  not,  or 
that  his  feara  had  induced  him  to  take  his  course  on  this 
subject.  I  know  nothing  of  his  motives  or  fears,  which 
induce  his  course  on  this  occasion.  I  have  never  heard 
him  talk  of  hia  motives  on  this  subject.  I  know  nothing 
concerning  them.  I  do  not  recollect  to  have  heard  of 
Mr.  Whitney'a  refusal  to  appear  before  the  committee, 
until  I  heard  Mr.  Wiae  report  the  fiict  to  the  House.  I 
do  not  remember  to  have  heard  any  more  concerning  it, 
until  I  heard  the  Hou^e  had  ordered  him  to  be  brought 
before  it,  and  had  settled,  as  I  supposed,  its  course  of 
proceeding.  I  have  an  indistinct  recoUectinn  of  having 
heard  him  say  he  was  not  armed  at  the  time,  but  when 
this  waa,  or  to  whom  addressed,  I  cannot  state. 

Question  by  Mr.  BELL.  Had  or  had  not  aatd  wit- 
ness  (R.  M.  Whitney)  refused  to  answer  several  ques- 
tions put  to  him  by  Mr.  Peyton,  before  the  one  alluded 
to,  characterizing  them  as  inquisitorial,  which  questions 
had  been  decided  by  the  committee  as  proper  to  be  pro- 
pounded? 

Answer.  I  think  I  answered  this  interrogatory  fully 
in  one  of  my  previous  answers,  the  number  of  which  I 
do  not  recollect.  I  refer  to  that  answer,  as  being  a  full 
one  to  this  question. 

Question  by  Mr.  PEYTON.  When  did  you  first  sec 
the  written  statement  of  Mr.  Fairfield,  which  he  present- 
ed to  this  House  in  answer  to  the  first  interrogatory 
propounded  to  him,  or  the  substance  of  the  same* 

Answer.  I  think  some  ten  or  twelve  days  since. 

Question  by  the  Counsel  for  the  accused.  Did  Mr. 
Wiae,  at  any  time,  and  when  and  where,  state  what  was 
his  purpose  in  going  round  the  table,  and  placing  him- 
self near  the  accused,  as  stated  in  your  answer  to  the 
first  interrogatory?  If  yea,  what  did  he  say  was  his  pur- 
pose? And  was  the  statement  of  Mr.  Wise,  as  to  his  pur- 
pose in  that  movement,  befure  or  afler  the  accused's 
testimony  before  the  committee  had  been  closed? 

Answer.  After  Mr.  Whitney's  testimony  was  closed, 
and  I  think  the  day  that  his  statement  of  the^occurrence 
in  the  committee  room  appeared  in  the  Globe,  I  beard 
Mr.  Wise  telling  in  the  committee  room  what  his  object 
was  In  going  round  the  table,  as  mentioned  in  my  first 
answer.  The  converaation  waa  not  addressed  to  me.  I 
was  writing  at  the  time,  and  did  not  pay  attention  to 
Wtrat  he  was  saying,  until  he  went  to  the  place  where 
he  had  stood,  and  I  think  ahowed  the  position  he  had 
occupied.  I  presume  1  heard  but  a  part  of  what  he  had 
said.  I  remember  this:  "If  he  had  moved  his  right  arm, 
or  elbow,'~([  am  not  certain  which,)  I  would  have  shot 
him  on  the  spot,  as  I  would  a  bUck  snake."  Thrss 
are  the  words  that  I  heard,  as  nearly  as  I  can  remember. 
The  residue  of  what  he  said  I  learned  from  a  con  versa' 
tion  with  others,  and  thei^ore  do  not  repeat  it.  1  have 
an  impression  that  I  heard  Mr.  Wise  on  another  occa. 
sion  talking  on  this  subject,  but  of  this  I  am  not  certain. 

The  counsel  for  the  accuseJ  then  called  to  the  stand 
William  Elwyn  Moore,  one  of  the  reporters  for  the 
Globe,  who  appeared  and  was  sworn. 

TuUmony  of  Mr,  Moored  Reporter  fijr  the  Globe, 

Question  by  the  Counsel.  Were  you  present  when 
Mr.  Wise  and  Mr.  Peyton,  on  Saturday,  4th  February, 
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made  their  Btatements  in  this  House,  uf  the  occurrences 
in  the  select  committee,  now  in  question?  Did  you  t«ke 
notes  at  the  time  of  what  Mr.  Wise  said  on  the  occasion? 
Was  or  was  not  the  report  of  what  Mr.  Wise  said  on  the 
occasion,  appearing  in  the  Globe  newspaper  of  the  7th 
instant,  now  shown  you,  taken  from  your  notes?  Please 
say  whether  such  printed  report  be  a  correct  or  incor- 
rect report  of  what  he  said  on  the  occasion  referred  to? 
In  psrlicular,  refer  to  a  paragraph,  marked  in  that  re- 
port, beginning  wiih  the  words  ''During  this  time 
Whitney  stood,"  &c.,  and  ending  with  the  words 
■*  wretch,  on  that  occasion,"  and  say  whether  these 
words  were  or  were  not  ultered  by  Mr.  Wise. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  objected  to  this  interrogatory. 
It  seemed  to  him  to  have  nothing  lo  do  with  the  subject 
before  the  House,  and  on  that  ground  he  objected  to  it. 

Mr.  WISE  asked  of  his  colleague  to  allow  the  ques- 
tion to  be  put. 

Mr.  DROMGOOLE  said  he  could  not  withdraw  his 
objections. 

Mr.  Jones,  counsel  for  the  accused,  made  a  few  re- 
marks to  show  the  necessity  for  putting  the  interroga- 
tory. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  the  interrogatory  or- 
dered to  be  propounded:  Ayes  101,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  Moore  then  returned  the  following  answer. 

Answer.  L  was  present  on  the  occasion  referred  to, 
but  I  have  never,  seen  the  printed  report  in  the  Globe, 
till  it  was  now  shown  to  me,  nor  could  I,  without  refer- 
ence to  my  notes,  underuke  to  afHrm  whether  that 
printed  report  corresponds  with  them  or  not.  The  re- 
port was  taken  from  my  notes,  and,  on  reading  my  tran- 
script, I  believed  at  tb^  time  that  the  manuscript  copy 
was  correct. 

The  paragraph  beginning  with  ''During  this  time," 
&c.  to  the  words  "  wretch,  on  that  occasion,"  I  could  not 
sfiirm  to  be  correct,  without  making  a  reference  to  my 
notes;  but  the  word  "  between"  is  so  obviously  an  error, 
that  if  I  had  read  the  paragraph  in  the  paper,  I  should 
at  once  have  corrected  it.  I  say  it  is  so  obviously  an 
error,  because  it  is  inconsistent  with  my  general  recol- 
lection of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Wise's  statement,  and  at  a  vari- 
ance, if  I  recollect  the  report,  with  other  parts  of  it.  It 
majp  be  an  error  of  the  press,  or  of  the  pen,  for  the 
word  "  with."  My  note?,  if  I  had  them,  would 
show. 

Second  question  by  Counsel.  Where  sre  your  notes? 
Please  produce  them.  Where  is  your  manuscript  from 
your  notes,  from  which  the  report  in  the  Globe  was 
printed?  Please  produce  it. 

Answer.  I  invariably  burn  my  notes,  psge  after  page, 
as  I  write  them  out,  when  in  my  own  roomt  when  I 
write  out  in  the  House,  they  are  thrown  on  the  floor, 
with  th«  wa&te  paper.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  the 
transcripts,  nor  do  I  know  what  is  done  with  the  wa»te 
paper  of  the  printing  office.  It  is  out  of  my  power  to 
produce  either. 

Third  question  by  Counsel.  Do  you  perceive  any 
other  error  in  the  said  paragraph,  except  the  word  "  be- 
tween;" and  what  word,  according  to  the  best  of  your 
recollection,  should  be  in  the  place  of  that  word? 

-Answer.  I  could  not  answer,  at  this  distance  of  time, 
for  the  fidelity  of  sny  one  paragraph;  probably  I  wrote, 
if  it  be  an  error  of  the  pres^  or  intended  to  write,  if  it 
be  a  slip  of  the  pen,  the  word  "  with."  But  I  sgain  re- 
spectfully refer  to  my  first  answer,  and  could  not  affirm, 
from  memory,  to  the  correctness  of  s  report,  after  I  had 
considered  it  finally  diaposed  of  by  publication,  and  the 
absence  of  complaint  for  its  insccuracy.  The  word  "  be- 
tween" I  know  to  be  an  error. 

Fourth  question  by  Counsel.  Does  the  general  tenor 
of  the  remarks,  both  of  Mr.  Wise  and  Mr.  Peyton,  as 
given  in  said  report^  correspond,  or  not,  with  the  best  I 


of  your  recollection  of  what  they  said;  and  can  you,  u|>. 
on  looking  over  the  same,  discover  any  material  vari- 
ance from  your  recollection  of  the  original  resnsrks  of 
those  gentlemen,  i>r  from  your  notes  of  the  same? 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  would  beg  leave  to  state  to  the 
learned  counsel  that  if  they  desired  to  knew  what  re< 
port  be  sanctioned  he  would  refer  them  to  the  report  of 
his  statement  in  the  National  Intelligencer.  That  itstc* 
ment,  as  it  there  appeared,  he  had  himself  wrilten  out, 
from  notes  furnished  him  by  one  of  the  reportenfor 
the  Intelligencer,  and  from  his  own  recollection  of  hii 
aiatementi  and  there  they  would  find  his  remsrks  »s  he 
made  them,  or  as  be  intended  to  make  them. 

Mr.  Jones,  counsel  for  the  accused,  remarked  th%t  be 
was  bound  iu  candor  to  say  to  the  honorable  gentlemin 
that  there  was  a  particular  part  of  the  report  of  his  state- 
ment in  the  Intelligencer  which  did  not  correspond  with 
the  report  in  the  Globe.  The  difference  between  the  two 
reports  was  as  to  the  qualification,  in  the  words  **  if  he 
(Whitney)  had  drawn  a  weapon  on  bis  friend,  it  would 
never  have  done  its  execution,"  &c. 

Mr.  WISE  hoped  the  House  would  indulge  bisi  in 
the  very  few  remarka  be  had  to  make  in  explanation  of 
his  statement.  He  underatood  thre  learned  counsel  to 
say  that  they  were  led  to  doubt  whether  the  wordithey 
had  read  from  the  Intelligencer  were  actusUy  uttered 
by  him,  (Mr.  W.)  Now,  he  wouhl  beg  leave  toiUteto 
the  House  the  reasons  why  these  words  "  Let  me  not 
be  misunderstood,"  &c.  were  used.  He  bad  made  the 
general  statement  first,  that  be  had  walked  round  the 
end  of  the  Uble,  where  he  could  see  the  elbow  of  Whit- 
ney's right  arm.  He  (Whitney)  was  then  sUnding  »>th 
his  left  foot  advanced,  his  right  hand  in  his  pantsloont 
pocket,  and  his  eyt»  fixed  upon  Mr.  Peyton.  Mr.  W. 
could  see  the  elbow  of  that  right  arm,  and  be  said  if  >t 
had  moved  an  inch  he  should  have  died  upon  the  spot. 
Well,  the  moment  he  uttered  that  remark,  he  beard  a 
whisper  to  his  right— and  they  could  bear  whispers 
sometimes  in  that  hall— "tliat  is  enough!"  and  he  under- 
stood this  exclamation,  and  knew  that  aome  gentleman 
was  watching  |o  catch  him  in  some  unguarded  expres- 
sion. Then  he  immediately  said,  distinctly,  "Let  mo 
not  be  misunderstood,"  fcc;  and  went  on  to  'state  that 
he  would  only  have  drawn  a  weapon  when  he  saw  the 
life  of  his  friend  endangered;  and  that  Whitney's  weap- 
on should  never  have  done  its  execution,  if  he  lud 
drawn  one.  He  had^aken  the  notes  of  the  reporter 
for  the  Intelligencer,  aud,  with  those  notes  and  bis  own 
recollection  of  the  statement  he  had  made  on  ibe  floor 
of  the  House,  he  had  made  out  the  report  as  it  appeared 
in  that  paper.  He  would  call  upon  every  gentleman 
who  heard  him  make  the  sUtement  to  testify  wbetlier 
he  hsd  not  used  the  words  ••  Let  me  not  be  misunder- 
stood," &c.(  and  he  had  done  so  because  of  the  whisper 
before  alluded  to,  whi9h  had  made  him  feel  as  though 
there  were  assassins  more  insidious  than  those  who  used 
the  steel  to  lay  low  their  victim— the  asssssins  of  men  s 
reputation,  assassins  of  character— who  were  ready  for 
murder^  for  any  one  expre^ion  which  might,  at  a  mo* 
ment  when  he  waa  speaking  extemporaneously  snd  with- 
out notes,  accidentally  fall  from  his  lipa.  He  was  fully 
aware  that  there  were  those  ready,  the  moment  such 
expression  had  been  uttered,  to  trumpet  it  forth  to  the 
world  that  he  had  acknowledged  himself  an  assassin  on 
the  floor  of  the  House. 

He  put  it  to  all  honorable  gentlemen*  wu  his  conduct 
like  that  of  an  assatain^  When  he  had  made  his  state- 
ment to  the  House,  he  had  divulged  every  thing,  not 
only  what  he  had  done,  but  how  he  had  felt  on  that  oc- 
casion; and  he  meantjo  say,  and  did  say,  he  felt  that  the 
accused  stood  in  a  very  doubtful  position,  in  the  position 
of  an  asssssin,  and  Mr.  W.  expected  that  his  friend 
would  bavf  been  riddled  with  a  dirk.    This  was  what 
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he  bid  M,  and  he  Mid  to  ttill;  and  when  be  faltered 
oQ  such  an  oecaakm,  to  draw  a  weapon  to  protect  a 
friend,  be  hoped  hta  ri|fht  arm  might  forfret  iti  eonntngt 
thit  ft  night  wither,  and  be  cot  off*.  If  the  accuied  had 
dnvn  •  weapon,  if  he  bad  one,  which  Mr.  W.  did  be- 
liere  at  the  time,  it  never  would  have  done  ita  execu- 
tion. Mr.  W,  §M  he  had  prevented  hia  friend  from 
doisi^  fiolcnee,  if  be  intended  any;  but  whether  he  had 
so  intended,  or  whether  he  merely  intended  to  intimidate 
iheiecDsed,  to  represa  hia  inaolenee,  Mr.  W.  could  not 
saj;  but  it  waahe,  (Mr.  W.,)  and  he  alone,  who  had  per- 
wQsliy  iaterfered  to  prevent  coHiaien  between  hia  friend 
itid  the  accoaed,  and  thia  the  witneatea  bad  proved  aatia- 
fictoritj.  He  then  reiterated  that  be  did  utter  on  that 
floor,  It  the  time  he  made  hia  statement  to  the  Houae, 
tbose  very  words,  and  in  that  conpexion — "  let  me  not 
be  ndondenteod,  let  me  not  be  miarepresented"— aa  he 
wuip)>refaefliaive,  from  what  he  bad  before  aaid,  that  be 
vu  likely  to  be  wholly  and  villanoualy  miarepreaented. 
Hr.  DAWSON  objected  to  thi84nterrogatory(  and  he 
did  10  because,  as  be  understood  it,  there  was  an  effort 
mking  00  the  part  of  the  defence  to  attack  what  might 
be  eoMidered  aa  the  testimony  before  the  House  of  an 
lM>norable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wisx,]  and  an 
k<"<nble  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Pkvtoit.] 
Ifthete  two  gentlemen  were  not  upon  their  trial,  then 
1^  vere  competent  witneases,  and  had  the  best  right 
tddeelire  on  that  floor  what  atatementa  bad  and  what 
^  oot  been  made  by  them;  but  if  they  were  arraigned, 
iken  their  declanrtions  were  not  good  evidence  before 
^  Home.  This  course  of  proceeding  was  entirely  new, 
ud  vent  to  rtwerwe  the  testimony  of  every  man  who 
>^t  be  considered  as  givine  evidence t  and  thia  testi* 
iBony  vbich  was  now  brought  before  the  House,  If  it 
*u  not  intended  lo  put  these  two  gentlemen  before  al- 
iuiM  to  upon  their  trial,  was  useless,  ss  those  gentlemen 
ttrtiinly  were  the  best  witnesses  as  to  what  they  had 
Mid  og  the  subject.  If  the  House  considered  these  gen* 
il«iBen  in  the  light  of  witnesses,  let  them  testify  them- 
Kirei,  ind  receive  that  testimony.  But  if  this  kind  of 
'^itiiBony  was  to  be  admitted  before  the  House  which 
^k  ieimed  counsel  had  there  introduced,  whenever  any 
hoRonble  gentleman  of  the  House  should  give  evidence 
u  lo  whit  be  bad  aaid  on  a  particulhr  occasion,  which 
*u  not  to  accordance  with  the  opinions  of  others,  this 
kind  of  teitimony  might  be  brought  in  to  disprove  liis 
vhoW  ititement.  The  statement  made  by  those  gentle- 
B^^o  be  contended  ought  to  be  taken  from  their  printed 
^narki,  u  written  out  by  themselves.  He  would  ask  of 
^  Speaker,  and,  through  him,  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
»tittti?ei^  whether  they  would  suffer  printed  statements 
procured  in  tbis  way  to  be  held  up  to  contradict  the 
^^^teiftenti  of  honorable  gentlemen  of  that  House. 
'Whether  ihey  would  hold  up  a  stenographic  report  aa 
i^ti'and  the  statements  of  honorable  gentlemen  as  false. 
^)  be  had  nid  on  a  preceding  day,  they  were  diverging 
*idely  frogi  the  point  at  issue,  and  he  now  arose  for  the 
Purpose  of  begging  of  honorable  gentlemen  not  to  per- 
3ii(  thia  course  of  proceeding  to  be  continued.  So  long 
M  he  could,  be  would  proteat  against  thia  course  of  op- 
PtssioA  snd  injustice,  in  putting  gentlemen  before  tt)et 
^'^  upon  their  trial  in  thia  indirect  manner.  If  it  was 
:^"tcntion  to  put  these  two  gentlemen  upon  trial,  let 
>t  be  boltily  announced,  so  that  they  might  prepare  for 
^^f  defence,  but  not  render  them  incompetent  witnes* 
"^'t  the  same  time  that  yon  deny  that  they  are  upon 
-^^>*  Every  gentleman  who  had  common  sense  must 
^  tbat,  inatead  of  prosecuting  an  examination  for  a  con- 
|empt  of  tiie  House,  they  were  prosecuting  an  inquiry 
^  the  conduct  of  two  honorable  members  of  that 
°ou«et  and  here  was  a  reporter  for  one  of  the  city  pa- 
^brought  up  to  disprove  the  statements  of  honorable 
ceatleiaen  on  that  door!    Mr.  D.  knew  this  gentltman, 


and  would  as  soon  believe  him  as  any  gentleman  on  that 
floor;  and,  from  the  reporta  in  the  Globe,  and  bis  ac- 
quaintance with  the  witness,  who  was  then  on  the  sund, 
be  hesitated  not  to  say  that  he  was  aa  competent  a  re- 
porter as  any  other  in  that  House;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
he  did  not  think  even  that  gentleman  would  say  that  he 
could  take  down  every  wora  and  sentiment  of  the  mem- 
bers of  that  Houae  as  tbey  uttered  tbem. 

[Mr.  WiSB  here  put  into  the  hands  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  a  copy  of  the  Globe,  pointing  out  to  him 
the  very  qoalifieation  he  bad  spoken  of,  and  which  in 
the  Globe  report  followa  in  the  order  of  time  in  which  It 
was  spoken.  In  the  speech  of  Mr.  W.,  as  written  out 
by  that  gentleman  himaelf,  it  is  iQade  immediately  to  fol- 
low hia  declaration  of  bis  intentions  with  regard  to  the 
accused. 

It  waa  sent  to  the  Olerk's  table,  and  read,  aa  follows: 
'*  Mr.  W.  had  told  even  bis  secret  intentions;  that  is, 
they  were  his  own  private  intentions  at  the  time,  and  he 
had  neither  concealed  nor  omitted  a  aingle  thought.  But 
let  him  not  be  misunderstood  aa  to  that  intention.  He 
should  only  have  interpoaed  to  protect  his  friend  from 
imminent  danger.  His- (Mr.  W's^  actual  interpoaition 
apoke  for  itaelf.  It  was  peaceful.  It  was  to  prevent 
any  further  disorder."] 

Mr.  Dawsow  continued.  Then  there  waa  the  con- 
firmation of  the  statement  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  and  he  would  take  thia  occaaion  to  aay  that  he 
would  aa  aoon  depend  upon  a  report  of  this  gentleman 
(Mr.  Moore)  aa  upon  any  other  in  the  United  States; 
but  he  did  not  consider  that  it  waa  proper  to  propound 
a  question  of  this  kind  to  him.  Honorable  gentlemen, 
members  of  that  Houae,  had  made  the  assertion  that 
statements  published  by  them  were  as  they  bad  made 
tbem  in  the  House;  and  would  the  House  permit' a  ques* 
tion  of  this  kind  to  be  propounded,  with  the  hope  of 
proving  those  statementa  falae^  Did  thia  question  cor- 
respond with  the  feelings  of  honorable  Representatives 
on  that  floor?  He  appealed  to  honorable  membera  of 
that  House  to  say  whether  they  would  go  beyond  every 
thing  that  was  just  and  proper  in  the  peraecution  of  in- 
dividuala  wh<>  had  no  meana  of  defending  themselves. 
He  asked  of  the  House  of  Representatir es  whether  tbey 
would  permit  questions  of  this  kind  to  be  introduced, 
to  impugn  the  conduct  of  members  of  the  body;  and 
when  tbey  abould  desire  to  introduce  testimony  in  their 
defence,  would  you  deny  them  the  opportunity?  Every 
gentleman  who  underatood  tbis  subject  at  all  must  know 
that  it  waa  not  an  inveatigation  as  to  a  contempt  com- 
mitted by  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  but  as  to  the  conduct 
of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Pxt- 
Toir,]  and  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
Wisx.]  Erery  gentleman  must  admit  this,  and  none 
could  deny  it. 

Mr.  Jones,  counsel  for  the  accuaed,  rejoined,  and 
argued  that  they  had  the  right,  and  that  it  was  entirely 
proper  that  the  interrogatory  should  be  propounded  to 
the  witness.  He  waa  underatood  to  say,  in  substance,  that 
he  could  not,  for  the  life  of  him,  see  the  logic  of  the 
argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  nor  how  a 
speech  written  out  by  himself,  after  ita  delivery,  could 
prove  the  truth  or  falaehood  respecting  the  speech  ac- 
tually delivered.  Reporters,  not  being  omniscient,  could 
not  report  what  the  honorable  member  meant  to  have 
said,  but  what  he  did  aay. 

Mr.  DAWSON  then  withdrew  hia  objection;  and 

The  witneas  returned  the  following  answer: 

Answer.  I  cannot  answer  this  question  without  time 
being  given  me  to  read  the  statementa  alluded  to  in  the 
interrogatory,  for  the  reason  that  I  have  never  aeen  the 
report  of  Mr.  Wise's  remarks,  ss  printed,  until  tbis 
morning,  and  have  not  yet  seen  the  printed  remarks  of 
Mr.  Peyton  at  all. 
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[This  interrogttory  wm  returDed  to  tta«  witneM»  who, 
by  consenCy  wm  allowed  time  to  read  ttie  apeecbea  re- 
ferred to»  and  return  bia  answer.  Pending  thit,  the  fol- 
lowing proceedings  took  placet] 

Mr.  WISE  then  asked  the  general  content  of  the 
House  to  call  the  reporter  for  the  Intelligen€er»  from 
whose  notes,  aided  by  hia  own  recollection,  Mr.  W.  bad 
written  oat  his  speech  for  that  papert  which  was  agreed 
to. 

TkiUmony  of  Jokn  fVhiiektadt  Reporter. 

Question  by  Mr.  WISE.  Will  you  plesse  state  whether 
you  did  not  furnish  Mr.  Wise  with  your  notes,  aa  a  re- 
porter of  the  Intelligencer,  of  his  remarka  in  the  Houae, 
narrating  and  explaining  the  occurrencea  in  the  comanit- 
tee  of  which  Mr.  Garland  ia  chairman,  in  the  matter  of 
difficulty  between  Mr.  Peyton  and  R.  M.  Whitney i  and 
whether  you  can  now  vouch  for  the  general  correctness 
of  the  report  of  these  remarks  in  the  Intelligencer,  par- 
ticularly the  report  of  the  paragragh  or  aentenoe  com- 
mencing **  Let  me  not  be  misunderstood,"  &c. 

Answer.  Tea;  I  did  supply  Mr.  Wise  with  the  report  of 
the  statement  which  he  made  to  the  Houae,  narrating 
the  occurrences  in  the  committee  of  which  Mr.  Garland 
ia  chairman.  I  can  and  do  vouch  for  the  general  cor- 
rectneia  of  the  report  as  contained  in  the  Intelligencer, 
and  particularly  the  report  of  the  paragraph  commenc- 
ing "  Let  me  not,'*  &c.  I  distinctly  recollect  the  sen- 
tence being  uttered,  viz:  *'  If  he  htd  drawn  a  weapon, 
it  aboutd  not  have  done  Ita  execution.'' 

Question  by  Mr.  WISE.  Did  you  not  diatinctly  un- 
derstand Mr.  Wise  to  say,  on  the  oecaaion  of  making 
the  remarka  referred  to,  that  he  would  have  interfered 
in  a  forcible  way  only  to  protect  his  friend,  Mr.  Peyton? 

Answer.  I  understood  Mr.  Wise,  in  his  statement, 
distinctly  to  say  and  to  imply,  that  he  would  only  have 
made  use  of  violence  in  the  event  of  hia  seeing  a  weap- 
on drawn  by  the  other  party. 

The  witneas  waa  then  discharged. 
•Mr.  WISE  then  said,  if  gentlemen  and  the  House 
woufd  permit  him,  he  could  name,  out  of  those  mem- 
bers who  sat  around  him  at  the  time  he  made  the  state- 
ment, several  gentlemen  who  would  confirm  the  atate- 
ment  publiahed  in  the  Intelligencer.  He  would  call 
upon  the  honorable  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  honorable  Mr. 
Calhoon,  of  Kentucky,  and  the  honorable  Mr.  Chet- 
wood,  to  say  whether  the  statement  in  that  paper  was 
or  was  not  correct,  especially  that  part  of  it,  *■  Let  me 
not  be  miaunderstood,"  &c. 

Mr.  Jones,  counsel  for  the  accused,  said  he  certain- 
ly could  have  no  objection  to  this.  Those  gentlemen 
might  make  their  atatementa  in  their  places  aa  to  the 
accuracy  or  inaccuracy  of  that  report. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  then  said  that  he  was  in  the 
House  at  the  time  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  made 
bis  statement,  and  his  recollection  of  that  statement  was 
similar  to  the  statement  the  gentleman  bad  made  a  abort 
time  since.  Mr.  C.  bad  not  read  the  printed  atatement 
in  the  Intelligencer;  but  the  remarka  of  the  gentleman 
on  the  occasion  alluded  to  were  substantially  the  same  as 
those  made  by  him  to-day. 

Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky,  then  said  that  his  rec- 
ollection of  the  statement  was  precisely  similar  to  that 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  CAVBaxLaHe.] 
He  remembered  to  have  heard  the  observations  alluded 
to  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  and  thought  be  could 
not  be  mistaken. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  could  call  upon  twenty  members 
of  the  House,  of  different  parties,  to  testify  to  thia  aame 
fact,  but  he  hoped  the  House  and  the  country  would 
now  be  satisfied  that  this  statement  was  correct 

Mr.  Jones,  the  counsel  for  the  accused,  then  informed 
the  Home  that  they  had  got  through  with  all  the  oral  testi- 
mony  which  tbey  proposed  intmucing  at  that  time. 


and  aaid  be  held  in  bis  band  certain  doeumentarjr  evi- 
dence which  tbey  intended  to  introduce.  Tl)e  evidence 
alluded  to,  he  aaid,  were  extraota  from  the  accredited 
speechea  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wnt,] 
and*  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Pettovi] 
which  extracts  went  to  show  the  ^e  animo  of  the  other 
proceed inga  of  those  gentlemen  against  the  accused. 
He  conaidered  this  proposition  as  necessary  to  show  the 
atateof  feeling  which  exiated  in  the  breaata  of  those  gen- 
tlemen towarda  the  accusedf  but  in  so  doing  it  was  not 
their  intention  to  mutilate  these  speeches,  and  take  small 
portiona  of  them,  but  to  lay  tbem  before  the  Hooie  in 
exten»o.  To  aave  time,  however,  they  only  proposed  the 
reading  of  such  portiona  of  them  aa  bore  apoa  the  point 
at  iasue,  yet  the  whole  apeecbea  were  before  Ibe  House, 
ao  that  any  gentleman  might  examine  tbem  for  hiimelf. 

Mr.  BELL  thought  thia  a  remarkable  course  in  the 
learned  counsel.  It  waa  very  inconvenient  to  encumber 
the  journal  by  thia  kind  of  evidence;  but  if  gentlemen 
inaisted  upon  it,  he  must  insist  that  the  whole  speeches 
tie  inserted  on  the  journal.  He  could  not  consent  that 
gentlemen  ahould  aelect  particular  pasMgea  from  speech- 
ea delivered  on  that  floor,  and  have  ihem  inserted  on 
the  journal  aa  evidence,  without  giving  the  whole. 

Mr.  Jones,  the  counsel  for  the  accused,  sstd  that  the 
speeches  were  very  lengthy,  and  upon  other  subjects, 
wholly  irrelevant  to  the  matter  at  ieauei  therefore,  he  did 
not  deem  it  necessary  to  encumber  the  journal  with  those 
parts  which  bad  no  connexion  with  the  case  of  the  ac- 
cused. 

Mr.  BBLL  would  not  object,  if  there  waa  an  opportu- 
nity to  lay  the  whole  of  tlieae  speechea  on  the  journal, 
but  be  could  not  aee  that  it  would  be  proper  to  select 
particular  extraeta,  and  insert  tbem  separately. 

Mr.  PICKENS  aakl  be  muat  object  to  this  coarse  of 
proceeding. 

Mr.  Jones  then  sent  to  the  Clerk's  table,  to  be  read,  a 
proposition  asking  to  have  inserted  on  the  journal  vari- 
ous extracts  of  speeches  delivered  by  Messrs.  Peyton  and 
Wise. 

Mr.  CAMBRBLENG  rose  and  said  he  meant  to  ob- 
ject to  theae  extracta  going  upon  the  journal. 

The  CHAIR  (which  was  temporarily  filled  bj  Mr. 
Bnieos)  said  that  the  counsel  at  tbat  time  only  as1(ed  for 
the  reading  of  the  motion  which  he  had  submitted. 

Mr.  PEYTON  hoped  gentlemen  would  not  object  to 
thia  testimony. 

The  Clerk  then  read  the  propoaition,  as  follows: 

"The  accused  now  offers  in  evidence  Mr.  Wise'« 
speech  in  this  House,  on  the  14th  April,  1836,  and  Mr. 
Peyton's  on  the  19th  April,  1836,  1st  July,  1836,  snd 
9th  January,  1837,  and  points  tor  certain  passsges  there- 
in, referring  to  the  accused  by  name,  as  containing  evi- 
dence which  he  deems  material  to  hia  defence,  in  show* 
ing  the  vindictive  feelinga  of  both  gentlemen  to  the  Ac- 
cused, and  the  quo  animo  with  which  he  has  been  stiro- 
moned,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Wiae,  before  the  select 
committee  whereof  he  ia  chairman.  The  accused  se- 
lects from  said  apeecbea  the  following  paasages,  as  hsving 
the  tendency  above  indicated,  but  laya  the  whole  of  the 
speeches  aa  evidence  before  the  Houae,  so  that  the 
House,  or  any  member,  may  refer  to,  and  read  at  ple«s-| 
ure,  aa  a  part  of  the  evidence,  the  whole  or  any  otberj 
parta  of  aaid  apeecbes  not  coropriaed  in  the  extracts  re^ 
lied  on  by  the  accused. 

Exirsci  from  Mr.  Wise's  speech  on  the  Wih  of  April,  1836,  \n  ihi^ 

psuipblst  fimn,  vis.: 
«  And  who  ia  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  that  he  should  bd 
the  favored  man  of  all  men,  in  fattening  upon  the  spoiu 
of  the  public  puree,  and  that  be  ahould  be  protected 
by  gentlemen  from  the  acrutiny  of  investigation,  uiftn 
the  aanctuaryf  Who  ia  he  who  ia  aufiered  to  insuM 
Representative  by  hia  villanoua  oarda,  in  the  officisl 
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orgin,  for  dMifif  to  offer  a  reaoUtiion  of  invettigfttion^ 
An  infiiniout  wretckt  who  took  Ibe  oaih  of  ftlleipanoe  to 
Great  Brittini  in  GftMdst  durto^  the  lut  wtr,  end  who 
bisiinee  tsken  %.  false  oelb  afpiintt  hie  neighbor." 

«'Thit  *blMted  mooument'  ie  Reuben  M.  Whitney! 
Hov  cane  he  in  charge  of  the  forty  miUiooa  of  thf  treas- 
ure of  thia  land?  Did  not  Mr.  Secretary  know  him? 
Sir,  I  belie? e  it  ean  be  proved  that  the  former  Secretary 
of  ibe  Treuory  (Mr.  Taney)  refoied*  or  promiied  to  re- 
fuir,  to  recognise  thia  perjured  villain  and  traitor,  as  an 
ipnt  of  the  banks,  on  account  of  his  character.  How 
eoaeihe  now  in  pay  and  employment?  Who  employs 
Inm^  Sir,  Reuben  M.  Whitney  is  nothing,  but  his  con- 
neiton  with  the  public  Treasury  is  something.  It  is  al- 
noit  esott^  in  itself  to  give  assurance  of  corruption  and 
vroof,  when  such  %  person  is  tlie  selected  and  approved 
igcnt  of  the  Treasury ! " 

Irsuxfnm  Mr.  Peyton^  speech  oT  the  IMi  April,  168S,  In  punph- 

lotform. 

"  Sir,  why  fear  thia  investigation  ?  Why  should  Whit- 
Beybeioreened?  K  cloud  rests  upon  his  name,  the 
pilt  of  peijury  has  been  fastened  upon  himt  and  yet, 
vithoat  sny  known  check,  without  any  legal  responaibiti- 
ty,  he  it  employed  in  an  agency  implying  the  very  high* 
cit  poMible  trust  and  confidence.  He  knows  that  he 
hus  powerful  party  to  rally  around  bimi  that  those  who 
cnplo^  him  dare  not  consent  to  a  discloaure  of  the  ob« 
j*ct  of  his  employment.  But  will  honorable  gentlemen 
^  connive  at  such  practtoeaf  Why,  sir,  through 
seini  of  this  sgency»  Mr.  Van  Buren  is  gathering  to 
liieielf  the  most  formidable  infiuence  that  ever  exiated 
'Q  the  person  of  one  man.  The  wealth  of  Croesua  and 
tb<  aiilHary  power  of  Pompey  were  once  brought  to  bear 
^liiMt  the  people  of  Rome  ia  their  election  of  Chief 
Ibgiitnte.  And  what  was  tbe  consequence?  Civil 
virtod  bloodshed*  Yhe  magistrates  corrupted,  or  drag* 
Ni  voundedand  bleeding*  from  the  arena!  The  peo- 
^  banted  down,  end  slaughtered  like  wild  beasts!" 

^cncuof  Mr.  Peyton's  speech  of  the  let  of  July,  18S6,  published  in 
the  Nuhvilie  Republican  of  Auj.  SO,  1896. 

"  Let  me  call  the  sttention  of  the  gentleman,  and*  1 
illtide  to  the  subject  for  his  special  conaideration,  to  the 
Beoorable  resohiiion  of  my  friend  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
^ni>]  to  investigate  the  conduct  the  frauiU,  of  your 
P«ti  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  a  dishonored*  disgraced,  per- 
jured tniiorsa  be  la.** 

E^^  frpffl  Jlr.  Peyton's  sueoch  of  the  3d  of  January,  1837.  published 
n  (00  Nulonal  Intelligencer  of  the  9th  of  January,  IsST. 

"^\Tt  during  the  present  session  of  Congress  I  had  oc* 
cuion  lo  g^  intn  the  Treasury  Department,  and,  on  shov- 
['gopen  the  front  duor,  the  first  thing  that  met  my  eye, 
ull  in  front,  was  •  U.  51.  Whitney,'  blazing  in  capitals  as 
^7«  u  the  sign  of  a  livery  stable !  Now,  ftir,  if  be  is  a 
P'ute  citizen,  what  is  he  doing  with  a  sign?  If  he  has 
^uit  business-stealing,  why  not  take  down  his  sign?  Whst 
"be  doing  in  the  Treasury  Department?  How  came  he 
<»tre>  You  mfght  as  well  tarn  a  horse  into  a  new 
K^nd  field,  and  tell  hioi  not  to  bite  the  pumpkins,  as  to 
'Jfn  Reuben  M.  Whitney  into  the  Treasury,  and  tell 
!i!!n  not  to  steal  the  monfy. 

W,  lastly,  that  he  is  suspected,  upon  evidence  strong 
«acogh  to  send  a  poor  man  to  the  penilenjtiary;  of  plun- 
°'nnj  the  Treasury}  of  being  a  sort  of  general,  federal 
^V^i  employed  by  a  company  to  steal  by  the  year  for 
^'n-  This  cluses  the  account.  And  Reuben  truly  has 
I  cluin  to  greatness — a  great  traitor,  a  great  lisr,  and  a 
peit  rogue."  .     6  » 

^-  PICKENS  objected.  He  said  he  had  been  sit- 
^l  by  long  enough,  looking  on  this  illegal  and  mon- 
1^  course  of  proceeding.  He  called  upon  the  House 
•know  ahether  they  were  prepared  lo  open  up  this 
"tv  field  of  evidence.    He  bad  understood  the  learned 
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counsel  to  say  that  thia  evidence  was  proposed  to  be  in- 
troduced to  show  the  quo  animo  of  these  gentlemen  to> 
wards  the  accused.  Mr.  P.  said  he  should  like  to  know 
what  gentlemen  meant  by  the  quo  animo  of  the 
speeches  of  gentlemen  on  that  floor.  Was  this  to  be 
introduced  on  a  question  of  a  contempt  or  no  contempt? 
If  he  underatood  the  argument  of  gentlemen  aright,  this 
evidence  was  attempted  to  be  introduced  to  prove  that 
a  chairman  of  a  select  committee,  t>efore  whom  Mr. 
Whitney  had  been  aummoned  to  appear,  had  ezerciaed 
the  right  of  using  violent  language  towarda  Mr.  Whit- 
ney, and,  in  consequegce  of  this,  Whitney  had  refused 
to  appear  before  the  committee.  Now,  illegal  as  this 
testimony  was,  so  far  aa  it  related  to  the  gentleman  from 
Virginis,  [Mr.  Wisa,]  and  every  lawyer  must  know  it 
to  be  so,  yet  how  much  more  illegal  and  fallacious  was 
it  to  inlruiduce  the  speeches  of  the  gentleman  from  Ten* 
neasee,  [Mr.  PfVTOir,]  who  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
subpana  which  had  been  issued,  requiring  the  attend- 
ance  of  this  witness  before  the  select  committee,  and 
who  was  not  a  member  of  the  committee  at  all.  Under 
what  principle  of  justice  or  Isw  could  you  introduce 
speeches  of  that  gentleman  to  justify  a  contempt  of  that 
House?  The  true  question  was,  contempt  or  no  con- 
tempt} a  contempt  rordiaobeying  a  summons  duly  issued 
and  served  upon  him, -and  which,  when  brought  to  the 
bar  of  the  House,  the  accused  admitted  be  had  disobey- 
ed. The  question,  then,  for  the  House  to  settle  was  the 
question  of  contempt  or  no  contempt.  This  was  not  an 
examination  of  the  accused,  but  an  examination  to  ascer- 
tain whether  the  courae  of  the  gentlenutn  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Wiss]  and  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee[Mr.  Par* 
toh]  had  l>een  justifiable  or  not;  whether  the  pretext  and 
cause  set  up  in  the  defence  for  not  obeying  the  mandate 
of  the  committee  was  a  good  one  or  not.  Was  there  any 
lawyer  on  that  floor  who  would  pretend  to  say  that  this 
wasevidence  in  a  case  of  contempt?  But  instead  of  confi* 
nl|§  the  testimony  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who 
waa  chairman  of  the  committee  before  which  the  accused 
had  refused  to  appear,  they  now  bsd  the  monstrous 
proposition  before  them,  of  bringing  in  as  evidence  the 
speeches  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Pit- 
TOH,]  who  has  had  nothing  to  do  with  that  committee. 
Whitney  had  not  urged  that  as  a  pretext  for  refusing  to 
sppear  before  the  committecsand  he  asked  gentlemen 
if  they  were  to  go  into  this  monstrous  field  of  testimony. 
If  so,  they  might  |;o  back  to  the  United  States  Bank  in- 
vestigating ctimmittee,  whose  reports  hsd  designated 
the  accused  as  a  perjured  man.  Mr.  P.,  for  one,  pro- 
teated  against  this  proceeding.  He  could  not  longer  sit 
silent  under  the  monstrous  course  this  trial  had  assumed, 
when  the  brosd  proposition  was  submitted  to  the  Amer- 
ican  Congress,  of  going  inio  an  examination,  perhaps 
for  years  back,  of  the  speeches,  not  only  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wiss,]  but  also  qf  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Pbttor.]  Nqw,  he  asked  if 
this  was  legal,  or  if  it  was  sccording  to  any  rule  which 
governed  courta  of  law  in  such  cases.  He  must  say  that 
this  proceeding  began  to  partake  somewhat  of  a  politi- 
cal aspect}  and  if  it  was  intended  to  huve  those  speech- 
es laid  before  the  country  for  political  effect,  it  was  a 
fraud  upon  the  established  usage  of  the  House  under 
the  constitution,  and  a  prostration  of  the  dignity  and  re- 
spect of  the  body  I  and  he,  for  one,  protested  sgainst 
this  most  outrageous  proceeding,  and  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  ordering  the  testimony  to  be  inserted 
on  the  journal. 

Mr.  PEYTON  sppealed  to  the  gentlemsn  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Picxaxs]  to  withdraw  any  objection 
which  he  might  conceive  himself  bound  to  make,  as  a 
Represcntstive  on  that  floor,  to  sny  evidence  thought 
necessary  by  the  counsel  of  the  accused  to  introduce 
from  the  speeches  that  had  been  resd.     Mr.  P.  did  not 
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oHject,  and  he  hoped  no  friend  of  htt  there  would  ob- 
ject to  the  widest  possible  latitude  that  could  be  taken. 
Indeed,  he  was  willinf^  tliSt  every  speech  of  his,  there  or 
elsewhere,  should  be  used  by  the  accused  in  his  defence 
or  in  his  behalf,  to  any  and  evei^  extent  that  might  be 
possible. 

Mr.  P.  had  remarked,  when  up  before,  that  he  could 
prove  every  word  of  the  charges  ma  le  by  himself  in 
those  speeches.  He  would  qualify  it  so  far  as  to  say, 
that  he  believed  they  could  all  be  sobstantially  proved, 
and  that  by  witnesses  who  had  been  already  before  the 
select  committee,  if  the  majority  had  permitted  the 
questions  to  be  propounded.  From  private  conversa- 
tions with  them,  he  had  the  strongest  belief  that  many 
of  them  could  have  testified  to  the  facta  of  the  treason 
and  of  [the  perjury  of  Whitney.  Sir,  said  Mr.  P.,  when 
I  propounded  the  question  which  covered  the  general 
character  of  this  man,  aome  dear  friend  of  his  would  ob- 
ject to  it,  and  it  was  voted  down  by  the  majority  in  ev- 
ery instance.  The  man  shrunk  from  an  investigstion  of 
this  kind  before  the  House  and  the  country,  though  be 
had  himself  challenged  it  through  the  columns  of  the 
official  organ.  Sir,  I  wished  to  introduce  proof  of  his 
character;  and  if  I  did  not  establish  that  he  is  as  mfamous 
and  as  base  a  traitor  and  perjurer  as  I  have  ever  charged 
him  to  be,  why,  then,  I  am  willing  he  ahall  have  all  the 
benefit  of  my  failure. 

Mr.  GH OLSON  said  he  would  call  any  gentleman  to 
order  who  made  remarks  out  of  order,  and  be  insisted 
that  this  discussion  was  ao. 

Mr.  PICKENS  said,  as  an  individual,  he  would,  with 
great  pleasure,  yield  to  the  request  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tenneasee,  but,  as  a  Representative,  he  felt  com- 
pelled to  decline;  believing,  as  he  did,  the  whole  pro* 
ceeding  to.be  not  only  irregular  but  disgraceful. 

Mr.  WISE  raised  the  point  of  order,  and  called  for 
the  decision  of  the  Chair  upon  it,  whether  the  resolu- 
tion regulating  the  mode  of  proceeding  in  the  examina- 
tion of  witnesses,  and  raising  objections  to  them,  em- 
braced documentary  as  well  as  oral  testimony.  If  it  did 
not,  and  he  could  not  himself  tell,  for  h^  had  not  read 
it,  then  this  motion  to  object  was  clearly  out  of  order. 

Mr.  URIGGS  informed  the  gentleman  that  the  order 
he  had  referred  to  applied  to  both. 

The  CHAHl  so  ruUd,  snd  desired  the  Clerk  to  read 
the  order;  which  having  been  dune, 

Mr.  WISE  said,  I  am  satisfied,  air. 

Mr.  Key  would  simply  reply,  to  what  he  considered 
the  very  extraordinary  objections  urged  against  this  res- 
olution, that  if  his  learned  friend  (Mr.  Walter  Jones) 
and  himself  were  unlearned  in  matters  of  parliamentary 
law,  and  as  to  «hat  sort  of  evidence  waa  the  law  of  that 
House,  they  should  hope  to  be  excused.  It  waa  cer- 
tainly very  excusable  for  them  to  be  ignorant  of  that  of 
which  all  the  world  was  ignorant  except  the  honorable 
members  of  the  body  itself.  Mr.  K.  and  his  friend  had 
had  but  little  experience  in  parliament  but,  as  the  argu- 
ment he  could  offer  in  support  of  th's  applicaticn  was  the. 
authority  of  the  House  itself,  he  should  rely  upon  that  au- 
thority, as  well  also  as  upon  the  reason  and  justice  of  the 
-application  it«elf;  and  he  trusted  he  should  be  able  to 
show  that  there  waa  no  sort  of  validity  in  the  objection?, 
the  very  warm  objections,  that  had  been  raised  against  it. 

Why,  sir,  said  Mr.  K  ,  has  there  not  been  evidence  in 
this  case  produced  against  the  accused?  His  card,  for 
instance,  which  is  said  to  have  justified  the  wratlLon  the 
part  of  certain  honoiable  membera  of  the  House  against 
him^  Has  not  that  card  been  read  before  the  House? 
Haa  it  not  been  read  for  the  purpose  of  showing  a  vin- 
dication of  the  insult  he  had  met  with?  Has  it  not  been 
read  for  the  purpose  of  justifying  and  excusing  the  con- 
duct made  use  of  towards  him?  And  is  this  House  go- 
ing to  stop -there?    Is  this  House  going  to  stop  at  that 


card?  Sir,  is  it  not  plain,  simple,  manifeat  justice,  to 
allow  the  accused  person,  against  whom  that  card  ia 
brought,  to  produce  the  puMieations  which  gave  riae  to 
it,  and  to  put  in  the  declamtiona  fiiade  use  of  agamai 
him,  which  very  dedarationa  had  demanded  from  him 
a  public  disavowal,  in  the  terms  and  language  of  that 
card?  Will  it  be  said,  air,  that  thia  Ilouae  proceeds  to 
allow  evidence  which  ia  to  ahov  the  accused  ia  withoot 
excuse,  and  yet  not  auffer  him  to  product  evidence  of 
the  malicious,  mal?gnant,  and  violent  circumatancea  and 
persecutions  which  drew  from  him  that  card?  Why, 
sir,  it  does  seem  to  roe  too  plain  a  propoaition  to  quca- 
tion,  and  I  am  only  surpriaed  that  the  learned  and  hon- 
orable member  who  has  objected%to  the  introductton  of 
those  speeches  should  have  forgotten  that  that  card,  or 
rather  the  introduction  of  that  card,  ia  the  eTidence 
upon  il^hich  we  predicate,  aa  regarda  one  of  the  gentle* 
men,  [Mr.  Fxttoit,]  the  right  to  use  hia  apeechea  before 
thia  House. 

1'he  honorable  gentleman  who  nakea  the  objection 
aeema  to  admit  that  there  may  be  aome  grouhda  for  of> 
fering  the  apeechea  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginie. 
[Mr.  Wiax,]  but  denieathat  there  are  grounds  joatifying 
ua  in  offering  th^  speeches  of  the  gentleman  mm  Ten- 
neasee. If,  however,  the  honorable  member  had  re- 
membered the  card,  he  would  have  aeen,  by  the  way  in 
which  it  bad  been  introduced,  and  the  cireumatances 
which  grew  out  of  it,  that  we  have  the  right  to  brings 
evidence  justifying  its  publication. 

As  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  Mr.  Speaker^  can 
any  thing  in  the  world  be  plainer  than  that  we  have  the 
right  to  show  the  state  of  feeling,  the  state  of  hoatility,  aub- 
sisting  in  his  breast  towarda  the  accoaed,  before  the  pub- 
lication of  that  card.  The  gentleman  ia  chairman  of  the 
committee  before  whom  tbia  accuted  man  ia  csdied  fo 
give  testimony;  nay,  more,  air:  it  is  at  the  gentleman'a 
own  motion  the  accused  ia  summoned;  and  ahall  we  not 
produce  his  apeeches,  to  show  hia  atate  of  feeling  to- 
warda the  individual  whom  he  haa  thua  called  before 
him?  Sir,  ahall  we  not  show  that  he  baa  denounced  the 
abused  aa  a  perjured  wretch?  And  ia  a  **  perjured 
wretch"  to  be  called  before  a  committee  to  give  teati- 
mony  which  might  charge  any  body  else?  Or,  even  if 
it  be  to  charge  himself,  ia  it  to  be  pretended  that  any 
gentleman  can  justify  the  calling  the  accuacd  before  a 
committee,  to  have  inferrogatoriea  propounded  for  the 
expreas  purpoae  of  criminating  himself? 

But,  sir,  I  need  not  argue  upon  the  propriety  and  jus- 
tice of  tbe  course  we  have  been  bound  to  take  in  re^rd 
to  the  accused  on  this  occasion.  In  the  case  of  Houston, 
he  was'  allowed  to  offer,  in  excuse  for  his  conduct  in 
having  actually  assaulted  a  member  out  of  the  Houae,  a  , 
ptiblication  of  thai  member.     It  waa  discussed  and  deci- 
ded that  he  had  the  right  to  offer  Ihc  speeches  of  Mr. 
Stanberry  in  evidence!  and,  further,  there  was  allowed  j 
to  the  accuser  on  that  oqpssion  an  opportunity  of  prov*  I 
ing  the  truth  of  tbe  aaaertionsf  and  ao  I  asy  here»  sir, 
let  the  learned  and  honorable  gentlemen,  who  have 
trade  these  chargea  against  the  prisoner,  come  forward 
and  make  them  good,  if  they  can.    If  they  have  got  e\i-i 
dence  by  which  they  can  auatain  their  allegations,  let  iti 
come  out.     We,  air,  will  not  ahrink  from  it.     We  havei 
courted  inquiry,  here  and  every  where.    The  accuacdl 
has  been  chsrged  with  gross  and  great  off'encrs;  but! 
what  opportunity  has  he  had  to  justify  himself?     None^l 
sir.    We  hear  it  avowed  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennes-| 
see  that  he  believes  those  chargea  to  be  true.     I  do  no i 
doubt  it,  Mr.  Speakeri  I  can  only  lament  that  such  com^ 
munications  have  been  furnished  to  him  as  to  have  in- 
duced him  to  believe  such  accuaations,  without  tHal»l 
without  investigation,  without  tbe  priaoner  having  hadi 
an  opportunity  any  where  to  exhibit  proof  of  hia  tnno«4 
cence.    How  is  he  to  get  a  trial'  •  Can  he  come  foi  ward 
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to  diipnnre  tbete  BceoMtions?  The  gentleman  wj%  he 
believei  them;  bat  upon  what  information?  The  hearny 
inforoMtion  of  vttneases  called  before  the  select  com- 
mittee, vith  wbom  he  hat  had  conversations !  The  ques- 
tion vafatked  before  that  committee  as  to  the  character 
of  Mr.  Wlritaey,  thoagh  be  wai  not  present}  and  l2.ecause 
pntlenen  objected  to  the  materiality  or  relevancy  of 
thtqaeition  to  the  object  for  which  the  committee  was 
nned,  benee  the  honorable  member  from  Tennessee 
tikei  lU  this  hearsay  information  as  eatablishingr,  or 
going  to  establish,  the  truth  of  hia  accusations.  Sir,  I 
ny^iere,  that,  acting  upon  the  authority  of  Houston's 
cue,  we  hive  an  undoubted  right  to  go  behind  that 
ara.  Old  adduce  ^hat  brought  it  out.  .  The  admitted 
decliiitions  of  those  gentlemen  the  House  ought  to  re- 
ceive, ir  there  wa<  no  proof  in  the  hands  of  those  gen- 
tleneo  to  show  that  they  believed  the  accused  guiHy, 
let  itippeari  at  least,  let  him  have  a  trial,  and  a  fair  op- 
portiinitjr  of  defencet  and  I  here  pledge  myself  he  will 
Beierihrinkfrom  ft. 

Mr.  PICKENS  underatopd  the  learned  counsel  to 
Rtke  s  distinct  proposition,  via:  that  the  gentleman 
^  Tennessee  should  be  allowed  to  prove  his  allef^- 
lim  With  that  undentanding,  Mr.  P.  would  with- 
linv  bis  objection. 

Mr.  PEYTONv     I  am  quite  ready  to  go  Into  it,  sir. 

Mr.  CAHBRGLBNG.  I  will  renew  the  objection  if 
itbeviihdnwn. 

Mr.  Key.  Mr.  Speaker,  we  wish  it  to  be  distinctly 
i&dentood  that  we  are  ready  now,  or  at  any  time,  to  ^o 
iBto  it  We  shall  not  shrink  from  any  investigation  that 
^  be  made,  here  or  elsewhere. 

In  reference  to  the  question  before  the  House,  he  re- 
puted that  It  was  settled  in  the  case  of  Houston,  and 
food  upon  the  broad  and  immutable  principle  of  man!- 
fatjfliUce. 

Mr.  PICKENS.  With  the  understanding  before  re- 
ferred to,  1  withdraw  my  objection. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENO.  I  renew  it,  Mr.  Speaker,  and 
'  vill  briefly  state  my  reasons.  Mr.  0.  was  proceeding 
^w>io,wben 

Mr.  CLAIBORNB,  of  Misttssippi,  called  the  gentle- 
Bin  to  order,  on  the  ground  that  the  House  could  not 
(Qterttin  reasons  a  second  time  on  the  same  queation. 

Mr.  MERCER.  If  the  decision  of  the  Chan'  is  that 
^  gcntlefBan  from  New  York  has  no  right  to  speak, 
tben  I  appeal  from  that  decision. 

'^  SPEAKER.    The  Chair  has  not  uttered  one  word. 

Mr.  McKAT.  Has  the  gentleman  from  South  Caroli- 
ttanconditionally  withdrawn  his  objection? 

Mr.  PICKENS.     1  do  withdraw  it  unconditionally. 

Mr.  CAMBRELBNG.     I  renew  it,  and  will  proceed 

Mr.  CLA1B0RNR.  t  call  the  gentleman  to  oriler, 
'*|[' Speaker,  and  insist  upon  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
*betber,  under  the  resolution  prescribing  the  mode  of 
pTv'cceding,  more  than  two  speeches  can  be  made  to  one 

?»wion. 

^«  CHAIR  remarked  that  there  was  no  difAculty 
^?%  the  question  of  order  whatever.  If  one  member 
^>n  objection,  and  was  heard  upon  it,  by  withdraw* 
H  ^e  objection  he  certainly  could* not  inhibit  any  other 
^^  from  making  an  objection;  and  if  he  could  not 
^»t  another  from  objectmg,  neither  could  he  prevent 
^  from  stating  the  ground  of  hia  objections.  The  con- 
crve  of  this  would  give  the  member  objecting  the  pow- 
^'  tpeaknig  himaelf,  and  of  precluding  every  other 
"^ber  of  the  House  from  speaking,  on  any  question. 

Mr.  CAMDRELENG  had  but  a  word  or  two  to  say. 
^  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Pioxkmb] 
^'  !^  laid,  expressed  some  of  the  strongest  objections 
^.tbis  proposition,  but  Mr.  C's  principal  objection  was 
^"^  Tbf  y  bad  but  a  few  days  remaining  of  the  session; 


and  if  this  business  was  not  finished  that  night,  he  feared 
the  appropriation  bil's  would  be  lost.  He  really  thought 
every  member  was  tired  with  this  case,  and  had  no  de- 
sire to  go  further  into  it;  nor  did  he  think  the  House  was 
about  to  take  iis  business  out  of  its  own  hands,  and  send 
it  to  the  committees  below  stairs. 

Mr.  PICKENS  then  withdrew  his  call  for  the  yeas  and 
naya,  sind  the  proposition  to  introduce  this  testimony 
was  lost,  without  a  division. 
i  ,  Mr.  GH OLSON,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
I  conduct  the  examination,  then  arose  and  announced  that 
the  counsel  for  the  accused  had  cloaed,  so  far,  their  oral 
testimony,  but  desired,  through  him,  to  submit  a  propo- 
sition to  the  House.  They  had  furnished  him  with  a  list 
or  memorsndum  of  certain  portions  of  the  journal  of  the 
select  committee  of  which  the 'Hon.  Mr.  GAnLAan,  of 
Virginia,  was  chairman,  with  a  request  that  a  clerk  bc( 
directed  to  transcribe  them  for  the  use  of  counsel  and 
the  members.  The  reason  of  the  request  was  this:  the 
journal  was  then  in  the  hands  of  the  printer,  and  could 
not,  without  very  great  inconvenience,  be  spared  from 
the  printing  office;  because,  if  it  was,  it  could  not  be 
printed  in  time  for  the  report.  He  therefore  moved  that 
a  clerk  be  appointed  to  make  such  extracts,  for  the  pur- 
poae  above  mentioned. 

Mr.  PEYTON  rose  to  inquire  of  the  honorable  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  [Mr.  Gbolsoh,]  and  the  learned 
counsel  of  the  accused,  whether  they  would  be  unwil-  ' 
ling  that  the  same  clerk  should  likewise  furnish  copies 
or  extracts  from  the  journal,  showing  all  the  questions 
propounded  to,  and  the  answers  returned  thereto  by, 
witnesses  upon  the  same  points  upon  which  questions 
hsd  been  propounded  in  the  House.  The  learned  coun- 
sel would  understand  Mr.  P'a  meaning.  It  was  this. 
Some  few  of  the  witnesses  hsd  responded  to  the  inquiry, 
as  to  whether  the  accused  wss  known  to  them,  and  that 
favorably  or  unfavorably,  for  capacity  as  well  as  integ* 
rity.  These  Mr.  P.  would  want.  He  also  wished  ex- 
tracted, from  the  asme  journal,  copies  of  all  the  ques- 
tions on  this  subject  that  were  propounded,  whether 
responded  to  or  not,  either  before  the  committee  or 
elsewhere.  He  could  not  think  the  cotinsel  would  ob- 
ject to  it. 

Mr.  GHOLSON  explained  the  extent  the  committee 
propoaed  the  call  should  go,  and  the  gentleman  could 
see  if  it  would  aatisfy  him. 

They  proposed,  then,  to  have  extracts  made  of  alHhe 
answers  to  the  29th  interrogatory,  w|iich  was  in  the  fol- 
lowing words: 

*'  At  the  time  he  [i.  e.  the  accused]  was  so  designated, 
were  ynu  acquainted  with  him  personally;  and  was  he 
favorably  known  to  you,  leither  for  capacity  or  In- 
tegrity?" 

Mr.  G.  supposed  that  would  satiify  the  gentleman 
from  Tenneasee. 

Mr.  PEYTON.  If  I  understand  the  gentleman  cor- 
rectly,  I  accede  to  his  proposition;  which  is,  that  we  have 
extracts  made  of  all  queaiions  and  of  all  answers  upon 
that  subject,  either  before  the  committee  or  elsewhere. 

Mr.  GHOLSON.  All  that  took  place  in  and  before 
the  committee,  that  appeara  on  the  Journal. 

Mr.  PEYTON.  To  be  sure,  as  well  the  questions  pro- 
pounded as  the  answers  upon  that  subject.  1  want  all 
that  appears  upon  the  journals  upen  that  subject. 

Mr.  GHOLSON.  Ttiat  is  my  understanding  of  what 
the  counsel  proposes;  every  thing  connected  with  the 
29th  interrogatory. 

Mr.  PEYTON.  But  that  interrogatory  does  not  get  out 
one  half,  one  tenth,  one  fiftieth,  of  what  is  on  the  jour- 
nal* 

Mr.  THOMAS.  I  will  remind  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  that  yesterday,  on  motion  of  counsel,  the 
whole  journal  of  the  select  committee  was  made  part  of 
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the  proceediniia  of  this  House;  and  the  entire  journal 
«il1»  therefore,  be  in  possetsion  of  the  House  before, 
probtbly,  this  investigation  will  close.  But,  in  any 
event,  any  member  of  the  House,  it  beinj^  part  of  the 
proceedings,  can  designate  thai  part  of  the  journal  he 
may  (!esire  to  use  in  any  discussion  that  may  arise,  and 
be  furnished  with  it  without  any  special  order. 

Mr.  PEYTON.  If  so,  then  why  do  counsel  call  for  any 
particular  part  of  it' 

Mr.  GHOLSON.  I  will  again  explain  to  the  gentle- 
man. The  chairman  of  the  select  committee  [Mr.  Gar- 
XAVD-]  informs  me  that  it  is  impossible  to  get  that  jour* 
nal  entire,  from  the  fact  that  it  will  not  be  out  of  the 
banda  of  the  printer  before  next  Thursday,  and  surely 
we  will  get  clear  of  Mr.  Whitney  before  that  time. 

Mr.  BELL.  It  seems  to  me  proper  to  bring  the  entire 
journal. 

Mr^  WISE.  That  journal,  or  any  portion  of  that  jour- 
'Dal,  brought  here  to  prove  the  general  character  of  the 
accused  for  troth  and  veracity,  or  for  common  integrity, 
will  be  insufficient.  I  wish  to  know  if  gentlemen  will 
prove,  by  witnesses  who  were  introduced  before  that 
committee,  the  specific  facta  touching  the  integrity  of 
this  man.  I  will  ^ame  one  instance.  There  was  intra* 
duced  before  that  committee  a  gentleman  of  this  city, 
of  the  higfieat  respectabilky,  to  testify  to  the  fact  that 
thta  man,  who  is  now  called  « the  accused,"  was  a  fraud- 
ulent and  dishonest  man  as  a  debtor. 

Mr.  BRIGGS.  1  call  the  gentlemtn  to  order,  Mr. 
Speaker.  I  do  conceive  tbia  is  not  the  time  for  making 
charges'. 

Mr.  WISE.  I  am  making  a  question  of  the  introduc- 
tion of  testimony,  not  a  charge «  and  I  think  the  gentle- 
man will  understand  me  when  he  heara  me  through. 
Well,  questions  were  propounded  to  that  witness,  anid 
also  the  particular  question  as  to  the  specific  fact,  but 
the  committee  objected  {  and  whether  he  could  have 
proved  it  or  not,  was  to  be  tested.  It  can  be  done  now 
M  well  as  then.  If  these  extracts  are  taken  to  bring  in 
that  witness  befure  this  House,  and  aimply  testify  here 
what  that  committee  would  not  inquire  into— if  that  be 
the  object,  why,  then,  I  hope,  sir,  the  fullest  latitude  will 
be  given. 

Mr.  PEYTON.  I  think,  air,  I  have  not  been  suffi- 
ciently understood.  They  wish  the  positive  evidence;  I 
wish  the  negative  evidence.  I  will  illustrate  my  idea, 
80  that,  if  possible,  I  cannot  be  misunderstood.  One  of 
the  witnesses  who  testified  favorably  of  the  accused,  and 
whose  answer  they  have  required  to  be  produced  by  the 
clerk,  stated  that  the  accured  was  known  to  him  Individ- 
iislly  favorably,  both  for  integrity  and  cspacity.  But  to 
this  question,  and  which  appears  on  the  journal,  "  Were 
you  acquainted  with  the  general  character  of  the  ac 
cused  when  he  resided  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and, 
if  so,  what  was  his  character  for  honesty  and  veracity? 
Would  you  believe  him  upon  his  oath,  in  a  court  of  jus- 
tice, from  his  general  character?"  That  question,  Mr. 
Speaker,  was  not  only  not  answered,  but  was  voted  down 
by  the  committee,  a  majority  of  whom  supposed  it  was 
not  proper  to  be  put. 

Another  question  was  this:  '*  Was  it  not  universally 
undentood  in  Philadelphia  that,  during  the  late  war,  he 
(Whitney]  was  a  British  commissary,  and  engafted  in 
smuggling  gold  and  driving  cattle  from  the  United 
States,  fo  pay  and  feed  the  British  soldiers?"  That  ques- 
tion, sir,  stands  on  the  journal,  and  they  skulked  from 
that,  also. 

Another  question  was,  •'  Did  he  not  maintain  there 
the  character  of  a  common  blackleg,  aa  the  keeper  of  a 
faro  bank  In'that  city?" 

Another  was,  **  U  not  the  accused  a  notorious  batik- 
rupt  at  this  time?" 

Mr.  QUOLSON.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  call  the  gentleman 
to  order.    What  ia  bia  object,  sir? 


Mr.  GLASCOCK.  I  aball  object  to  the  proposition 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee.  These  are 
mattera'with  which  this  House  haa  nothing  to  do. 

Mr.  PEYTON.  I  will  slate  my  object  in  a  few  words, 
with  thia  further  remark.  What  1  want  from  the  journal 
is  the  evidence  I  have  already  atated,  and  the  entrj  of 
the  additional  fact  which  I  offered  to  prove  bya  witneN, 
and  which  evidence  was  suppressed  by  the  friends  of  the 
accused,  via:  that  he  ia  a  bankrupt  to  a  large  amount, 
and  that  he  has  been  guilty  of  every  disboneit  practice 
to  defraud  hia  creditors,  living  at  this  time  within  the 
bounds  in  this  city,  in  a  style  of  princely  splendor  and 
extravagance,  and  that  he  haa  actually  told  his  credit- 
ors that  if  tbey  would  not  cone  to  bia  terins  he  wouid 
swear- 
Mr.  VANDERPOEL.  Mr.  8  peaken  I  am  compelled 
to  call  the  gentleman  to  order.  Here  aft  charges  of 
the  moat  grave  character,  brought  agninst  a  man  now 
at  your  bar,  who* haa  not,  cannot  have,  the  opportunity 
of  reply.  I  put  it  to  the  gentleman  himaelf  whether  it 
ia  fair. 

Mr.  Key.  Mr.  Spenker,  the  counsel  for  the  aoeoicd 
wiah  to  submit  a  proposition  to  the  Houae,  which  I  hold 
in  my  hand. 

The  CHAIR  said  he  enterUined  at  the  eommenoement 
of  thia  matter- 
Mr.  PEYTON.    I  want  the  whole  of  the  testinon;! 

The  CHAIR.  Order!  The  Chair  said  he  hsdwp- 
posed  that,  by  general  consent,  some  agreement  would 
have  been  come  to  between  the  committee  on  the  part 
of  the  House,  the  counaelfor  the  aeeuaed,  and  the  metn* 
hers  generally.  Entertaining  thia  view,  the  Chair  had 
suffered  the  debate  ihua  far  to  progress,  but  the  whole 
of  it  waa  irregular  on  both  aidea.  If  the  counael  for  the 
accused  had  not  finiahed  their  testimony,  but  bad  any 
further  teatimony  to  offer,  they  would  proceed  to  do  lo; 
or  if  they  had  any  request  to  make,  they  would  tubnit 
their  motion  in  writing,  and  then  it  would  be  regular- 
ly ascertained  whether  any  member  of  the  House  co- 
jected  to  it. 

Mr.  McKAY.     I  object,  air. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK.    I  have  objected. 

Mr.  THOMAS.  I  hope  gentlemen  will  not  object  till 
they  hear  it! 

The  CHAIR  stated  that  the  examination  waa  in  the 
hands  of  the  accused  and  his  counael,  and  the  Chair  had 
only  entertained  suggestions  under  tbe  Idea  that  some 
agreement  would  have  been  arrived  at.  Finding,  how- 
ever, that  difficultiea  had  ariaen,  he  must  now  intiniat<| 
to  the  counsel  that  tbey  would  proceed  regularlj  till 
they  had  closed  their  testimony.  Any  request  they 
wished  to  make,  out  of  thia  eourae*  must  be  reduced  to 
writing. 

Mr.  MERCER.  I  wish  to  aubmit  a  question  of  order 
to  the  Speaker.  A  question  aimilar  to  that  «*iic"  J^ 
about  to  propound  was  suggeated  to  tbe  Chair  a  short 
time  ago,  the  anawer  to  which  waa  not  ast'iafacrory  to 
me.  If  the  Chair  will  examine  the  language  of  tbe  or- 
der of  the  House,  in  reference  to  the  mode  of  proceed- 
ing in  thia  case,  and  under  which  we  are  now  acting»  ne 
will  perceive  that  authority  given  to  the  respondent,  by 
that  order,  is  to  ••examine  witnesser."  The  ^«^**'j 
timony"  is  subsequently  introduced  into  the  order,  i 
consider,  therefore,  sir,  the  whole  of  the  Isst  psrt  o« 
our  proceedings  entirely  irregnlar,  inasmuch  aa  it  »■?** 
parture  from  that  order.  We  have  not  been  exammn* 
wltnessea  for  aome  time;  and  if  there  be  no  other  *'*^ 
to  examine,  I  have  a  resolution  in  my  hand  which  I  who 
to  submit.  f 

Mr.  GLASCOCK.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  make  this  point  oi 
order:  that,  according  to  the  role  the  House  has  adopt- 
ed, and  under  which  the  proceedings  in  this  ©•■'J? 
conducted,  no  proposition  whatever  can  bo  recogn^ 
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Other  tbaD  that  grewiag  out  of  qoottioiitto  be  propound- 
ed to  viUie»e%  and  micb  proceedingi  u  may  grow  out 
of  then. 

Hr.  THOMAS  Mked  letve  to  read  his  propo8itioii» 
witb  1  riev»  be  laidt  tbat  tbe  Hooie  migbt  judge  of  its 
propnctjr* 

There  being  no  objection,  the  propotition  was  accord- 
iagly  read,  ki  aubetance,  ae  followa:  Ordering  that  the 
Clerk  of  tbe  Houie  eauie  extracts  to  be  made  from  the 
JMtttl  of  (he  oelcot  committee  of  certain  portiona  there- 
of tiicreiB  indicated. 

Tbt  CHAIR  aaid  there  van  a  witnem  (Mr.  Moore) 
then  oa  the  aland,  who  had  bad  time  to  prepare  hia  an- 
iver,  ind  tbe  Chair  wu  informed  that  he  had  been  ready 
for  Niai  time  to  gire  it  in. 

Tbe  aaiver  of  Mr«  Hoore,  for  which  time  had  been 
gireahfa,  vat  ttien  handed  in,  aa  followa: 

Aaiver.  I  have  read  tbe  remarks  of  Mr.  Peyton  and 
Mr.  Wm^  aa  printed  in  the  Globe,  and  it  ia  my  opinion 
tbtS  IB  their  general  tenor,  the  remarks  of  both  these 
Cntteoen,  as  there  given,  correapond  eaaentially  with 
By  rceolleotion  of  them  aa  delivered  on  tbe  floor  of  the 
Houw. 

Cnofs-eaMtmina^idfi  of  Mr*  Moore, 

daertion  by  Mr.  WISE.  Do  you  not  diatinctly  recol- 
lect that  Mr.  Wise  did  utter  the  remarks  commencing 
*itb  the  vorda  ••  Let  me  not  be  miaunderatood,"  &c.  1 
Aid  what  did  you  understand  him  in  aubstanee  to  aay, 
nd  to  mean,  in  explaining  his  act  and  intention  tn  tnter- 
pon; between  Mr.  Peyton  and  Mr.  Whitney? 

Mr.  Jones,  couneel  for  the  accused,  objected  to  this 
"terrro^toiy,  and  he  did  so  because  the  interrogatory 
(M  vpon  tbe  witnem  to  give  his  understanding  of  the 
voniiiiied  by  the  honorable  gentleman,  whereaa,  aaa 
'^porter,  he  should  only  give  his  language,  and  let  every 
OK  drav  their  own  inference  from  it. 

Vr.  WISE  believed,  if  the  learned  counsel  had  look- 
^  uore  particular^  into  the  interrogatory,  be  would 
■ive  foand  that  it  did  not  call  upon  the  witneas  for  hia 
CMMtniction  of  tbe  language  uaed  on  the  occaaion,  but 
only  Mked  him  for  his  recollection  of  the  words.  In  the 
^m  pkof,  it  aaks  him  whether  he  recollects  distinctly 
<be  wardai  and  in  tbe  second  place  it  asks  him  for  hia 
oBdentanding,  that  i%  his  memory  and  recollection  of  thn 
*ordi  vhich  he  (Mr.  W.)  had  uttered,  and  the  meaning 
*M  ihaae  words  imported  to  him  at  the  time. 

H«  vottld  be  glad  if  the  learned  counsel  would  in- 
•traet  Uai  bow  to  nek  the  witness  this  question,  as  he 
*K  iffexperienced.  .  What  he  desired  to  ask  waa,  how 
tbe  vitncaa  bad  understood  him  on  that  occaaion.  He 
"^dtoaak  him  for  the  worda,  and  the  meaning  of 
<«»e  words,  aa  he  comprehended  them,  and  what  sensa- 
t»w  they  had  created  in  his  breast  at  the  time.  Jlis 
^j(ct  WIS  not  to  accoae  the  accuaed,  but  to  defend  him- 
*^i(.  Re  knew,  from  the  courae  puraued  by  the  leam- 
^  couniel  in  thia  examination,  tbat  an  effort  waa  making 
toeonriet  bim  of  having  made  lise  of  tbe  expreaaionr 
^  entertained  the  feclinga  of  an  assassin.  That  it 
^t  be  made  to  appear  to  the  world  he  had  made  deo- 
■^bna  of  hia  aenlimenia  and  feelings,  on  tbat  floor, 
^^^  held  out  the  idea  that  he  waa  a  character  wholly 
^k  for  this  gentleman  to  appear  before  aa  chairman 
"thecommittee.  Mr,  W.  should  not  vote  to  make  thia  wit- 
"^  appear  before  the  committee,  nor  would  he  vote  at 
^ntthiieaaei  but^  as  far  an  he  could,  he  meant  to  demon- 
Hl^ei  before  the  investigation  waa  got  through  with, 
iM  thii  «M  not  an  individual  matteri  and  if  the  House 
1*^^  on  this  investigation  as  it  should,  and  called  upon 
the  iccuied  to  purge  himaelf  of  this  contempt,  he  did 
"^^tpect  the  aoeused  himself  would  say,  before  God 
U|°.the  country,  that  be  was  afraid  to  appear  before 
^^.'"v««tigmUng  committee  of  which  he  (Mr.  W.)  was 

^trauii,  on  account  of  any  thing  he  had  said  on  that 


Mr.  W.  hoped  the  learned  counsel  would  withdraw 
his  objections  to  this  interrogatory,  as  he  believed  ques- 
tions of  a  similar  character  had  been  propounded  to  wit- 
nesaes  without  objection.  Thia  queation  did  not  go  to 
prove  the  guilt  of  the  accused,  but  it  went  to  prove  the 
innocence  of  Mr.  W.  himaelf. 

The  queation  waa  then  put,  and  it  waa  decided,  with- 
out a  diviaion,  tbat  the  interrogatory  should  be  propound - 
ded  to  the  witneaa. 

Mr.  Moore  then  returned  tbe  following  answer: 

Answer.  I  have  a  distinct  recollection  that  the  words 
referred  to  in  this  question  were  uttered  by  Mr.  Wise, 
certainly  in  substance.  The  meaning  which  I  attached 
to  them  at  that  time  was,  that  Mr.  Wise  would  only 
hate  interpoaed  by  violence  to  protect  the  life  of  hia 
friend,  Mr.  Peyton,  in  caae  he,  Mr.  Wiae,  had  leen  a 
movement,  or  the  indication  of  a  movement,  towards 
violence  on  the  part  of  the  accused.  In  that  event 
alone,  did  I  understand  that  Mr.  Wise  would  have  in- 
terfered otherwise  than  by  cimciliatory  means. 

Question  by  Mr.  WISE.  Was  the  proof  sheet  of  the 
report  in  the  Globe,  within  your  knowledge  or  informa- 
tion, submitted  to  Mr.  Wiae  for  correction^ 

Answer.  The  proof  sheet  wss  not  submitted  to  Mr. 
Wise,  either  for  revision  or  correction. 

The  witness  waa  then  diacharged  from  the  stand. 

Tbe  question  then  recurred  on  tbe  proposition  just 
read  and  submitted  to  the  House  by  Mr.  Tboxas; 
and  it  being  again  read  from  tbe  Clerk's  table,  ob- 
jection was  made  to  itt  when 

Mr.  GH OLSON  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rulei  and 
the  question  being  taken  by  tellers,  the  vote  was:  Ayes 
67,  noes  53— no  quorum. 

.  Mr.  GHOLSON  moved  a  call  of  the  House:  lost,  with- 
out a  division f  as  was  also  the  motion  to  suspend  the 
rule,  (it  having  been  ascertained,  before  putting  the 
question,  that  a  quorum  waa  within  the  hall.) 

Mr.  Key.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  wiah  to  say  a  very  few 
words  in  explanation. 

Mr.  ALFORD.  I  object  to  those  few  words,  sir. 

Mr.  BRIQGS.  I  rise,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  a  question  of 
order. 

Mr.  MERCER.  I  call  the  gentleman  to  order. 

Mr.  BRIGOS.  Sir,  I  rise  myself  to  a  question  of  or- 
der. I  understand  that  the  counsel  for  the  accused 
have  progressed  in  their  case  until  they  have  come  ao 
far,  where  there  is  certain  written  testimony  upon  the 
journals  of  the  committee,  which  they  cannot  resch 
without  an  order  of  the  Houset  and  the  counsel  move 
the  Speaker  that  the  House  will  accordingly  order  that 
testimony,  which  is  on  the  journala,  to  be  produced  be- 
fore it.  Now,  if  I  am  right  in  atating  the  request,  I  ask 
if  tbe  Speaker  decides  that  this  is  in  order,  or  not  in  or- 
der. 

The  CHAIR.  In  that  form,  the 'Chair  will  be  com- 
pelled io  say  it  Is  in  order«  but,  nevertheless  it  would 
still  be  in  the  power  of  a  majority  of  the  Houae  to  re- 
fuse it. 

Mr.  BRIGGS.  Certainly,  sir.  I  now  ask  the  counsel 
il  tbat  be  not  the  state  of  the  queation. 

Mr.  Key,  (one  of  the  counael.)  Certainly,  air. 

The  CHAIR.  Thia  proceedin^r  is  assimilated  to  a 
proceeding  in  a  court  of  juitice.  The  .accuaed  ia  at  the 
bar,  and  entitled  to  counael  by  order  of  the  Houae.  He 
baa  had  the  apecial  privilege  giren  to  him  t» examine 
hia  witnesses  at  a  particular  timet  be  ia  entitled  to  coun- 
ael to  conduct  his  defence,  and,  of  course,  he  baa  the 
right  to  aubmit  a  requeat  to  the  court  or  to  the  Houae. 

M>  GLASCOCK.  Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  ank  how  far 
thia  Houae,  without  the  conaent  of  that  committee,  [viz: 
the  aelect  committee  of  which  Mr.  Gaxlaxp,  of  Virginia, 
was  chairman,]  have  the  right  to  control  one  particle  of 
the  teetimony  taken  before  tbat  committee,  until  they 
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report  to  this  House.  Sir,  I  deny  that  any  of  the  pro- 
ceedings in  that  eofnmittee  can  be  considered  as  testi* 
mony  before  this  House,  in  their  preaent  inchoate  state, 
or  that  they  can  be  reached  by  any  process  oT  the 
House,  or  in  any  other  way,  except  through  the  com- 
mittee itself. 

The  CHAIR.  That  was  the  point  to  which  the  Chair 
endeavored  to  arrive  before  this  difficulty  arose,  viz:  to 
have  a  distinct  proposition,  in  writing,  be^re  the  House. 

Mr.  MERCER.  Mr.  Speaker,  if  1  had  no  other  rights 
by  staying  here  than  my  own,  I  would  withdraw  my  rea- 
olution,  and  withdraw  myself  too,  for  I  should  have  no 
buainess  here  any  longeri  but  I  am  here  as  the  represent- 
ative of  my  constituents,  and  I  ask  that  my  resolution 
be  read. 

This  was  acceded  to,  and  the  resolution  was  read 
from  the  Clerk's  table,  as  follows; 

BeUruohedf  Tnat  all  further  testimony  in  the  case 
of  Reuben  M.  Whitney  be  auspended,  and  that  the  com- 
mittee of  five  members  be  instructed  to  prepare  suitable 
interrogatories  to  be  submitted  to  aaid  Whitney,  in  or- 
der to  enable  him  to  purge  himself  of  the  contempt  im- 
puted to  him. 

The  CHAIR  stated  to  the  gentlemin  from  Virginia 
that  hia  resolution  would  be  in  order,  biit  that  there 
was  a  pending  motion  before  the  House,  at  the  instance 
of  counsel,  [viz:  the  one  intimated  by  Mr.  Key  j]  and 
whilst  that  motion  was  pending,  another  could  not  be 
received  until  it  was  disposed  of.  If  the  House  nega- 
tive or  affirm  (hat  proposition,  then  the  gentleman  might 
•ubmit  hia. 

Mr.  MBRCER.  That  motion  is  withdrawn,  sir. 

The  CHAIR  inquired  if  the  counsel  bad  withdrawn 
their  proposition^ 

Mr.  Key.  Not  at  all,  sir. 

The  CHAIR  so  undera'ood.  He  then  inquired  if  the 
counsel  had  suspended  their  proposition,  to  enable  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Tuoma*]  to  present  his. 

Mr.  Key.  The  resolution  presented  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  is  our  proposition,  sir. 

Mr.  MERCER.  That  cannot  be,  sir.  One  proposition 
cinnot  be  two. 

The  CHAIR  explained  that  he  certainly  would  not 
have  entertained  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  to  in- 
troduce the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, if  he  had  understood  it  to  be  the  same  motion 
counsel  intended  to  submit.  He  understood  it  to  be  a 
diflerent  one;  and  hence  the  Chair  ruled  it  necessary  to 
suspend  the  rule,  in  order  to  get  it  in.  The  counsel 
now  makes  his  motion  in  writing.  As  counsel,  he  has 
the  right  to  move  the  court.  The  Chair  receives  the 
motion;  and  it  is  for  the  House  to  determine  whether 
they  will  grant  the  request  or  not.  Pending  that 
motion,  however,  none  other  can  be  received. 

Mr.  CALHOON,  oC  Kentucky.  I  desire  to  ask  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  [viz:  of  examination,]  through 
tlie  Speaker,  whether  the  questiona  put  by  the  com- 
mittee, or  which  purported  to  be  put  by  the  committee, 
have  been  agreed  to  by  the  members  of  that  committee 
or  not;  or  whether  they  have  been  put  by  a  member 
of  the  committee  upon  hia  own  responsibility,  but  aa 
coming  from  the  committee. 

Mr.  GH  OLSON  (chairman  of  the  committee)  replied 
by  stating  that  three  of  the  members  of  the  committee 
agreed  to#ubmit  the  questions,  not  only  as  coming  from 
the  committee,  but  with  the  concurrence  of  the  coun- 
ael  of  the  accused.  This  was  done  to  get  round  a  diffi- 
culty that  appeared  to  prevail  at  the  time. 

The  CHAIR  directed  the  Clerk  to  read  the  propoai- 
tion;  which  was  done.  The  substance  ia  given  above, 
when  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  Thomas. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK  aaid  he  should  object  to  the  adop- 
tion of  that  reaelution,  and  would  brie6y,  aa  be  waa 


aware  the  time  of  the  House  waa  very  precious,  state 
bis  reasons  for  doing  so. 

He  had  already  intimated  to  the  House  that  he  did  not 
consider  it  within  the  power  of  that  House,  or  even  if  it 
were  within  its  power,  they  ought  not,  to  arrest  the 
proceedings  of  that  select  committee  of  investigation, 
or  make  use  of  any  evidence  contained  therein,  unlit 
that  commitiee  had  made  their  report,  and  that  report 
had  been  finally  adopted  by  the  Houae.  He  bad  beeni 
given  to  understand  that  the  report  of  that  eoflamiltee, 
aa  it  was  intended  to  be  reported  to  the  House,  bad  not 
been  finally  agreed  upon;  and  he  held  that  ic  would  be 
improper  for  ihe  House  to  take  any  action  opoa.tbe  evi- 
dence elicited  before  that  committee  till  the  report  waa 
brought  in  and  agreed  upon  by  the  Houae.  I'bey  had 
constituted  a  committee  for  the  purpose  of  examinin^i 
into  certain  matters,  aa  connected  with  the  different  de^ 
partmenta  of  this  Government,  or  a  particular  departi 
ment  of  it;  and,  aa  was  usual  on  such  occuions,  ibtt 
committee  had  doubt  leas  adopted  for  tbemaelvea  rulei 
and  regulations  by  which  they  were  to  be  governed. 
Now,  among  them,  it  was  well  known  that  the  members 
of  the  committee  were  not  even  permitted  to  state  whktj 
teatimony  had  been  given  in  before  it;  and  that  wu  one 
reaaon  why  he  thought  it  would  be  premature  for  the 
House  to  adopt  this  resolution  or  order,  until  tlie  com- 
mittee itself  had  brought  in  ^tlieir  report,  when  the 
whole  would  be  in  Ihe  posaession  of  the  Hotise,  and 
such  extracta  could  be  taken  aa  each  member  might  n^ 
quire.  I 

But,  independent  of  this,  let  him  ask  if  gentlemen  did 
not  foreaee  what  this  inveatigation  muat  inevitably  lead 
to,  and  what  an  unnecessary  consumption  of  time  woulq 
be  the  consequence,  if  this  resolution  be  adopted.  H^ 
bad  understood  that  all  were  disposed  to  bring  ibii  inat^ 
ter  to  a  speedy  cloaei  yet  there  would  seem  a  disposition^ 
on  the  part  of  some,  to  lengthen  out  this  investigati«nj 
for  the  purpose  of  bringing  out  all  that  had  .transpired 
before  the  select  committee.  Why,  by  the  adoption  o| 
this  resolution,  he  contended,  they  would  be  reauuj 
ming  to  tbemaelvea,  and  taking  out  of  the  hands  of  tlia^ 
committee,  the  power  they  bad  specially  conferred  up^ 
on  it.  If  the  propoaed  extracts  were  to  be  made  froiU 
their  report,  (if  it  could  be  called  a  report*  though  nq 
report  had  yet  been  made;)  if  they  could  go  into  the  of^ 
fice  of  the  '<  Globe,"  and  Uke  away  those  incipient  sn^ 
imperfect  proceedings,  he  would  ask  whether  it  would 
not  necessarily  be  attaching  to  the  proceeding  beforq 
the  House  mattera  wholly  irrelevant  to  the  issue,  lo  f«j 
as  that  issue  involved  the  question  of  contempt.  And 
that  waa  the  only  queation  before  the  House.  For  bi^ 
own  part,  Mr.  G.  was  not  prepared  to  attach  to  the  pro*! 
ceedings  in  this  case  teatimony  wholly  unconnected  and  ir^ 
relevant  to  the  present  issue.  What  waa  the  issue  before 
that  Houae  and  the  country?  The  aimple  issue,  he  rci 
peated,  was,  had  or  had  not  a  contempt  been  committer 
by  Mr.  Whitney?  "Now,  he  would  aak  the  House  if  ev«r^ 
question  immediately  connected  with  that  i&sue,  so  m 
aa  related  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  bad  not  berq 
extracted,  had  not  been  already  drawn  out,  from  tbQ 
witnesses  already  examined.  Had  not  every  thing  wb*^*^ 
could  bear  upon  the  alleged  contempt  been  fully  attendi 
ed  to  and  investigated  in  their  proceedings?  What  ha(^ 
the  conduct  of  Mr.  Whitney,  except  in  relation  to  Ibq 
particular  queation  which  gave  rise  to  the  difficulty,  s^ 
connected  with  the  investigation  before  tbe  committee,  t<^ 
do  with  the  preaent  investigation?  What  possible  beari 
ing  could  such  extracta  as  were  now  sought  to  be  proi 
duced  have  upon  the  preaent  issue,  being,  as  they  were^ 
wholly  unconnected  with  it?  Where  the  necessity  o>| 
making  these  extracts,  for  the  purpoae  of  accompaiiyiDgl 
the  other  proceedings  before  the  Houae?  lobuopm-l 
ion,  he  must  say,  it  would  be  a  reflectiou  upon  the 
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jodgownt  of  that  House  to  adopt  the  resolution,  except 
it  ooald  be  ibown  that  the  questions  counsel  seek  to  ez- 
iiut  vere  relevsnt  to  the  issue  then  pending.  What 
would  tbey  behold?  Gentlemen  would,  at  their  own 
dseretion,  extract  such  questions  and  such  answers  as 
(bcf,  in  their  Jttdf^ent,  would  think  proper;  of  coune, 
the  tvo  gentlemen  from  Virginia  and  Tennessee 
[Metirt.  Wist  snd  Pxttoh]  would  extract  such  as  were 
akiihted  to  reflect  upon  and  expose  the  character  of 
tbe  present  accused  I  the  learned  counsel  would  extract 
ill  meh  matters  ss  were  calculated  to  respond  to  the 
otben;  sad  the  inrestigation  never  would  end.  Mr.  O. 
liked  if  Mcb  a  latitude  was  ever  allowed  before  any  tri- 
bontl  For  himself,  he  was  disposed  to  tie  down  the 
ptrtiei  to  tbe  proper  and  legal  course  of  proceedings 
tod  bring  them  to  the  direct  issue.  Adopt  this  order, 
ud  vbit  would  be  the  consequence }  Why,  as  had  been 
told  (beoi  by  the  member  from  Tennessee,  certain  aues- 
tioDi  bsd  been  answered,  some  in  one  way,  favorably  to 
(beiccuied)  others  had  b^en  answered  directly  the  re- 
verie, totally  snd  wholly  derogatory  to  his  character!  and 
voaM  the  House  go  into  this  matter  ?  Why,  they  would  be 
t<ying  Mr.  Whitney  on  an  issue  not  befbre  it,  and  taking 
frnii  the  bands  of  the  committee  the  powea  specially 
fclegited  to  it,  and  substituting  the  House  itself,  to  re- 
trf  the  very  issue  it  had  submitted  to  its  committee. 
This  wu  tbe  only  construction  thit  could  be  given  to 
^  proposition  under  consideration .  Let  not  the  House 
iaterfere  with  the  proceedings  of  the  investigating  com- 
sittee,  but  suffer  them  to  mske  their  report,  and  let  the 
people  jodge  for  themselves,  when  that  report  went 
fonh  to  the  country.  Go  into  this  now,  and  he  hesita- 
ted tint  to  say  tliat  another  week  wottid  be  consumed 
i»  tile  investigation,  and  the  whole  of  the  public  business 
of  ihe  country  be  left  unacted  on. 

Mr.  Key,  of  counsel  for  the  accused,  exceedingly^ re- 
gretted that  they  were  under  the  necessity  of  troubling 
^  Hotise  with  this  matter,  but  it  certainly  was  not  their 
^It.  If  the  evidence  they  desired  wss  in  the  House, 
%coald  eaaily  obtain  copies  from  the  Clerk «  but  it 
ninot  in  possession  of  the  Clerk;  it  was  in  the  hands  of 
te  printers  of  the  House^  and  it  was  necessary  to  have 
tt  order,  so  that  a  clerk*might  be  employed  to  make  a 
^y  of  the  extracts  desired,  which  he  conceived  would 
lAke  but  a  very  short  time.  If  the  extrscts  could  be 
prooired  in  any  other  manner  than  by  this  order,  he 
bd  noobjeeiioii  to  wtthdtAv  itt  but  if  there  was  no  oth- 
er siesfis  of  procuring  them,  he  must  respectfully  urge 
^  adoption  of  the  order. 

Tbe  motion  of  the  counsel  was  then  agreed  to,  with* 
MtsdivisioD,  and  the  Clerk  was  ordered  to  furnish  the 
tttrids.  » 

Mr.  PATTON  then  submitted  the  foflowing  resolu- 

two. 

^ooleed,  That  it  is  not  expedient  further  to  prose*' 
e«ttethe  trial  of  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  for  the  contempt 
^  tbe  House  alleged  to  have  been  committed  by  him, 
laj  thit  he  be  now  discharged. 

Mr.  PATTON  said  that  he  had  from  the  beginning 
iarocen  that  the  triakwould  assume  the  form  and  chtr- 
■c^r  vbich  it  had  put  ont  that  it  would  be  protracted  to 
^•ostttnreaaonable  len^h,  by  the  introduction  of  a  vast 
"■oofirrelersnt  testimony,  and  by  the  raising  of  an  in- 
BBJte  nomlier  of  questions  of  evidence;  and  that  the 
P'Qiecuibn  of  the  inquiry  must  lead  to  heated  debate, 
1^  probably  angry  personal  collision. 

lUiink  (said  Mr.  P.)  it  must  be  aufliciently  manifest, 
if  vetttempt  togoon  regularly  through  this  trial,  receiv- 
(Rg  >U  that  kind  of  ieatimony  and  pursuing  that  mode  of 
<Q«e«igatien  which  the  deciaions  of  the  House  already 
^u  tttthorixed,  that  there  can  be  no  termination  of  the 
'"^e  until  the  whole  of  the  residue  of  the  session,  noifr 
bireljr  sufficient  fur  doing  the  public  business  of  abso- 


lutely indispensable  necessity,  shall  have  been  consumed. 
If  we  go  on  through  the  evidence,  and  are  called  on  to 
pronounce  a  judgment  on  the  merit*,  we  must  hear  de- 
bate from  the  counsel  of  the  accuaed  and  from  nnany 
members  of  the  House,  which  It  would  be  exceedingly 
difficult  to  restrain  by  the  means  provided  for  arresting 
debate  in  an  ordinary  case  of  legislation.  Under  theae 
circumatances,  I  have  been  meditating  for  some  time  to 
propose  something  which  would  put  a  stop  to  the  case 
without  any  decision  on  the  merits.  I  hope  I  may  be 
permitted  to  ssy,  snd  it  may,  perhaps,  induce  gentle- 
men on  both  sides  to  receive  more  favorably  the  propo* 
aition,  that  I  have  studiously  and  purposely  abstained 
from  voting  upon  any  of  the  numerous  questions  of  evi- 
dence which  have  arisen  in  the  case.  I  have  kept  my- 
self aloof  from  all  the  excitement  which  1  was  sure  the 
case  must,  elicit,  in  some  measure  in  the  hope  that,  from 
a  position  of  that  sort,  a  conciliatory  motion,  calculated 
to  put  a  stop  to  a  trial  so  disastrous  to  the  discharge  of 
the  public  legislation  of  the  country,  and  to  avoid  the' 
necessity  of  any  decision  on  the  merits  of  the  case, 
might  be  acceptably  received,  t  do  verily  believe  that 
if  one  single  ipeecb,  such  as  will  be  made,  and  perhaps 
must  be  made,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  case,  shall 
be  delivered  on  this  floor,  consequences  the  most  de- 
plorable will  follow;  scenes  of  violence  and  personal  col- 
lision, such  as  we  are  not  accustomed  even  here  to  wit- 
Hness,  as  well  as  the  valui^hle  time  of  the  House  thrown 
away,  so  far  aa  necessary  legislation  is  concerned,  with- 
out the  hope  of  having  any  calm,  dispassionate,  or  uae- 
ful  determination  of  the  case  hself  which  is  under  trial. 
Befure  we  got  involved  in  this  caae,  I  made  an  efi'ort  to 
prevent  it  by  laying  the  report  of  the  committeo  on 
the  table.  I  would  now  renew  that  proposition,  but 
the  efTecl  of  that  would  be  to  leave  the  prisoner  in  cus- 
tody. I  have,  therefore,  proposed  the  resolution  now 
under  consideration,  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  the 
same  object:  that  is,  to  get  rid  of  thia  case  in  the  only 
practicable  way,  without  coming  to  any  decision  of  tlie 
House  on  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  accused,  or  any 
body  else,  whose  conduct  is  directly  or  indirectly  impli- 
cated in  the  trial. 

Mr.  WISE  inquired  whether,  before  the  counsel  for 
the  accuaed  had  concluded  their  examination,  it  was  in 
order  to  move  such  a  resolution  without  first  moving  to 
suspend  the  rules. 

The  CHAIR  said  the  counsel  for  the  accused  ha  J 
concluded  (he  examination  of  witnesses,  as  be  under- 
stood. 

Mr.  WISE  submitted  it  to  tbe  Chair  and  the  House 
whether  this  resolution  could  be  in  order  when  there 
were  witnesses  on  the  standi,  as  it  were.  The  chairman 
of  tbe  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House  had  called  a 
witness,  his  honorable  colleague,  [Mr.  Garland,]  who 
was  sworn,  and  had  interrogatories  propounded  to  him 
which  he  had  not  yet  answered,  and  the  clerk  of  tl^e 
committee  had  not  yet  been  examined.  Were  these 
witnesses  to  be  cut  off  in  this  way*  Was  this  the  spirit 
of  your  rule?  Was  this  the  justice  of  the  House'  Ai.d 
would  the  Speaker  make  this  decision' 

The  CHAIR  said  that  while  a  witnes<i  wss  on  the 
stand,  this  resolution  would  not  be  in  order;  but  that  it 
would  be  in  order  when  tbe  wUnesa  was  off  the  stand. 
There  was  certainly  no  witness  on  the  stand  at  the  time 
the  resolution  was  submitted;  therefore,  he  could  not 
do  otherwise  than  entertain  it.  He  had  informed  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Mbbcsr)  that  his  motion 
would  be  in  order  so  soon  aa  the  witness  should  be  re- 
moved from  the  stand.  At  the  stage  of  the  proceeding 
when  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Vlr.  Pattov]  had 
made  his  motion,  the  counsel  fol"  the  accused  had  in- 
formed the  Chair  that  they  had  concluded  the  examina- 
tion of  their  witnesses,  and  there  was  no  motion  before 
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the  House.  Then,  certainly,  the  motion  was  in  order. 
The  Chair  then  read  an  extract  from  the  order  of  the 
House  in  support  of  his  decifion. 

Mr.  WISE  said  he  felt  constrain€d  to  ask  the  reading 
of  the  whole  of  the  order. 

The  Clerk  then  read  the  order  of  the  House,  as  fol- 
lows: 

"  Rewlved,  That  Reuben  M.  Whitney  be  now  per- 
mitted to  examine  witnesses  before  this  House  in  rela- 
tion to  bis  alleged  contempt  {  and  that  a  committee  of 
five  be  appointed  by  the  Speaker,  to  examine  such  wit* 
nesses  on  the  part  of  the  House;  that  the  questions  put 
shall  be  reduced  to  writing  before  proposed  to  the  wit- 
nesses, and  that  the  answers  be  also  reduced  to  writing. 
Every  question  put  by  any  other  than  a  member  of  the 
commitiee  shall  be  reduced  to  writing  by  such  member, 
and  be  propounded  to  the  witness  by  the  Speaker,  if 
not  objected  to.  But  if  any  question  shall  be  objected 
to,  or  any  testiAiony  offered  shall  be  objected  to,  by  any 
member,  the  member  so  objecting,  and  the  accused  or 
bis  counsel,  shall  be  heard;  after  which,  the  question 
shall  be  decided  wiihoot  further  debate.  If  parole  evi- 
dence is  offered,  the  witness  shall  be  sworn  by  the 
Speaker,  and  be  examined  at  the  bar,  unless  they  are 
members  of  the  House,  in  which  case  they  may  be  ex- 
amined in  their  places." 

Mr.  WISE  would  now  appeal  to  the  House  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair,  to  say  whether  or  not  this  order 
did  not  apply  to  the  witnesses  to  be  examined  on  the 
part  of  the  committee.  This  order  proposed  an  exami- 
nation, not  only  on  the  part  of  the  accused,  but  on  the 
part  of  the  House  also. 

The  CHAIR  would  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  construction  of  the  first  sentence  of  this  order,  which 
was  in  the  following  words:  "That  Reuben  M.  Whit- 
ney be  now  permitted  to  examine  witnesses  before  this 
House  in  relation  to  his  alleged  contempt;  and  that  a 
committee  of  five  be  appointed  by  the  Speaker,  ^o  ex- 
amine such  witnesses." 

Mr.  WISE  inquired  if  it  was  possible  that  the  House 
only  intended  to  examine  such  witnesses  as  the  accused 
might  introduce.  Was  it  possible  that  the  House  would 
sanction  this  ex  parte  proceeding'  Would  the  House 
confirm  this  decision  of  the  Speaker^  He  would  beg  of 
his  friend  from  Virginis,  [Mr.  Pattoh,]  whom  he  knew 
intended  no  injustice  to  hint,  to  withdraw  this  proposi- 
tion The  defence  set  up  for  the  accused  was,  that  he 
(Mr.  W.)  was  an  unsafe  person  for  this  individual  to 
appear  before.  The  witnesses  of  the  accused  had  been 
heard  on  th'>s  subject,  and  Mr.  W.  claimed  the  privilege 
of  calling  witnesses,  and  having  then>  heard.  He  called 
upon  the  committee,  on  the  part  of  the  House,  to  have 
the  honorable  chairman  of  the  select  committee  [Mr. 
Qarlahd]  called,  who  was,  by  far,  the  best  witness, 
and  let  bim  testify.  -He  witnessed  every  transaction; 
SJid,  Mr.  W.  hesitated  not  to  say,  witnessed  more  than 
any  of  the  witnesses  who  had  testified,  because  his  posi- 
tion was  such  that  he  could  see  more,  and  he  could  tell 
the  facts  of  that  scene  better,  than  any  other  witness. 
It  was  but  justice  that  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
should  be  heard;  and  it  was  but  justice  that  the  clerk  of 
tifle  committee  should  be  called  upon  to  testify  in  rela- 
tion to  (he  transaction,  and  tell  what  he  knew  about  the 
matter.  When  this  accused,  in  his  defence,  becsme  an 
accuser,  and  he  (Mr.  W.)  was  put  upon  his  defence, 
he  «ould  appeal  to  every  honorable  gentleman  on  that 
floor  to  allow  him  the  opportunity  of  examining  wit- 
nesses in  his  defence,  and  not  justify  the  accused,  and 
pronounce  judgment  on  him  (Mr.  W.)  by  bis  discharge. 
What  will  be  the  effect  of  your  resolution  to  discharge 
this  man?  Why,  it  will  be  passing  an  indirect  judgment 
on  a  chairman  of  a  select  committee  of  the  House. 
There  was  no  motion  to  call  this  witocw  before  a  com* 


mittee,  to  testify  on  oath  toaehin^  the  subjeet-mMter  of 
his  alleged  contempt,  but  a  positive  unqualified  motion 
to  discharge  him.     The  eflPect  of  it  would  be  aaytng  to 
him  that  he  was  guilty  of  no  contempt,  and  was  perfect-     i 
ly  justified  in  the  position  he  aisumed  in  not  appestring     i 
before  a  select  committee,  after  being  duly  sommonra    i 
to  appear.     Would  you  discharge  this  accused  sifter  ex-    i 
amining  his  own  witnewes,  without  hearing  any  on  the 
other  side?    Mr.  W.  had  witnesses  he  wished  to  ex-    i 
amine,  >nd  he  trusted  he  was  not  to  be  cut  off  in  this    i 
way.    He  would  suggest  another  thing  to  the  Speaker,     i 
This  accused,  by  the  order  of  the  House,  wma  to  go    i 
through  with  his  testimony— -not  his  witnesses,  but  hit    i 
testimony.    The  question  in  relation  to  thst  tetttmooy 
was  the  subject  before  the  House.     The  counsel  of  the    i 
accused  hsd  made  an  application  for  certain  extracts    i 
from  the  journal  wf  the  committee;  and,  whilst  tfaet  ap-    i 
plication  was  pending  and  undecided,  it  could  not  be  in    i 
order  to  entertain  a  resolution  for  the  onconditloosl  dis-    i 
charge  of  this  accused.     If  the  Chair  decided  in  iavor    i 
of  entertaining  this  resolution,  he  would  act  ineoostst.    , 
ehtly  with  a  former  decision.    Wheh  a  member  of  the  , 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  House  bad  submitted  a, 
motion,  the  Speaker  decided  it  to  be  out  of  order. 

The  CHAIR  said  he  had  so  decided,  because  there    i 
then  was  another  question  pending  before  the  House, 
and  undisposed  of. 

Mr.  wrSB.     What  question  was  pending? 
The  CHAIR.     A  motion  from  the  counsel. 
Mr.  WISE  had  understood  that  a  member  of  the  eoni' 
mittee  had  first  submitted  that  proposition,. and  asked  a    , 
suspension  of  the  rule  thereon,  and  the  House  bed  re-  . 
fused  to  suspend  the  rules.   Afterwards,  when  the  Chair  | 
understood  the  motion  to  come  from  the  ooonael^   he  , 
had  entertained  it;  but  until  the  teatiraony  of  the  nccu-  i 
Bed  was  gone  through  with,  the  Speaker  bad  refused  to 
entertain  any  proposition.    Now,  Mr.  W.  asked,  if  the  | 
honorable  chairman  of  the  select  committee  [Mr.  Oar-  , 
LASn]  was  not  on  the  stsnd,  and  Mr.  W.  had  interrc^ga.  , 
tories  to  propound  to  him.     Mr.  W.  would  call  upon  ! 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Thoxas,] 
to  say  whether  this  wss  his  understanding  of  the  mode  , 
of  proceeding  under  this  rule.     In  all  eases  of  conteinpt  , 
which  he  (Mr.  W.)  had  witnessed,  the  accused  wms  first 
called  upon  to  purge  himself  of  the  contempt;  and  if  be 
did  not  choose  to  do  that,  witnesses  were  called  upon  to 
establiah  the  charge;  then,  after  they  were  examine«)» 
witnesses  for  the  defence  were  heard;    Now,  howewer.  ; 
ail  proceedings  have  been  reversed,  and  you  ooromcnce 
first  with  the  witnesses  for  the  defence,  and,  so  soon  am 
they  are  got  through  with,*  all  testimony  is  silenced. 

The  CHAIR  explained  the  gA)unds  of  his  decieioti. 
The  question  %f  order  was  one  thing,  and  the  question; 
whether  the  House  would  agree  to  the  resolution  wm^i 
quite  a  different  one.  There  might  be  very  strong! 
reasons  for  not  agreeing  to  the  resolution,  bat  thnt  ds<| 
not  affect  the  question  of  order.  The  Chair  then  be^^ 
ged  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  proceed  < 
ings  in  this  esse,  snd  the  decisfona  it  had  beoome  Hiei 
duty  to  make.  When  the  accused  was  first  brought  toi 
the  bar  of  the  House,  and  before  any  witness  wan  p«aii 
upon  the  stand,  the  Chair  entertained  a  motion  by  tU«| 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Bntees]  as  beisk^  iri 
order.  At  a  subsequent  stsge  of  the  proceeding,  >wbi1.«  I 
a  witness  was  on  the  stand,  and  an  interrogatory  prcri 
pounded  to  him,  and  the  witness  in  the  act  of  anewerin  j 
it,  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  CsAxnaxe]  onove  c 
a  proposition,  which  the  Chair  decided  to  be  not  then 
in  order;  for  the  moat  obvious  reason,  that  while  n  wi  c  i 
ness  was  on  the  stand,  and  a  question  propounded  t«  | 
him,  it  was  the  same  as  a  pending  mottoni  anJ,  b;| 
every  principle  of  parliamentary  law,  where  ther^i 
is  a  pending  motion  it '  is  not  in  order  to  entertai  i 
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mother.  Thit  eveaiitfTt  in  the  confusion  of  the 
House,  he  bad  mftde  %  ^cision  without  iinderitanding 
the  fact!  of  the  case,  as  they  were  afterwards  ez- 
pUined.  The  Chair  bad  understood  the  counsel  for  the 
ucoied  to  ba?e  submitted  a  motion,  and  then  the  g^en- 
tleottn  fron  Maryland  [Mr.  Thovas]  submitted  his  mo- 
tion, which  the  Chair  decided  not  to  be  in  order,  with- 
out a  itispeasion  of  the  rule,  pending  the  motion  of  the 
coQDiel.  When  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  in  front 
of  the  Chair,  [Mr.  Msbcib,]  had  attempted  to  submit  a 
aotioo,  the  Chair  decided  it  not  then  to  be  in  order, 
bcdOM  of  the  pending  motioni  but  the  Chair  had 
distinctly  informed  the  gentleman,  that  whenever  the 
inotiim  before  the  House  was  disposed  of,  his  motion 
wookl  be  in  order.  That  question  having  been  disposed 
of,  and  there  being  no  motion  before  the  House,  the 
^otJenan  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Pattoh]  rose  and  sub- 
niUed  liis  motion.  As^  a  question  of  order,  then,  the 
Cbiir  cotild  not  refuse  to  receive  it.  There  might  be 
ftry  good  rcssoDs  why  the  House  should  reject  the  mo- 
tioni out,  as  a  question  of  order,  the  Chair  bad  not  a 
doobt  but  th«t  It  was  in  order. 

Mr.  THOMAS  said,  when  the  committee  on  the  part 
fifthe  House  held  their  first  meeting,  there  was  some 
dtfcunion  as  to  the  course  they  were  to  pursue  under 
ibe  order  of  the  House,  and  they  came  to  the  deter mi- 
uiioii  that  they  were  to  wait  until  after  the  counsel  for 
ibe  accused  got  through  with  their  testimony.  This, 
jioffever,  itemed  to  his  mind  an  extraordinary  proceed- 
H*  hut  it  became  them  to  reserre  all  action  until  the 
cottosel  had  got  through  with  their  examination.  The 
committee  had  pursued  this  course  until  yesterday,  when 
thejf  nimmoned  the  chairman  o/  the  select  committee, 
iMr.  GAaLAM]),]  and  propounded  to  him  certain  inter- 
'<^toriea,  which  be  understood  the  witness  was  now 
^y  to  answer.  Then,  to  the  mind  of  Mr.  T.,  this 
'iioen  was  on  the  stand,  and,  with  all  due  deference  to 
^  opinion  of  the  Chair,  he  considered  the  witness  now 
onder  examination.  He  put  it  to  the  House,  whether  it 
voald  be  proper  to  interrupt  this  investigation  at  this 
period.  He  hoped  the  investigation  might  go  on,  so 
\\a\  tboie  gentlemen  whose  conduct  had  been  reflect- 
ion might  have  the  opportunity  of  examining  witnesses 
to  legal  lorm.  If  the  committee  could  have  foreseen 
ihat  an  effort  of  this  kind  would  have  been  made,  it 
vould  have  been  their  solemn  duty  to  have  moved  a 
fc^WlioQ  to  permit  thoae  gentlemen  whose  conduct 
vas  impugned  to  examine  witnesses.  He  was  bound 
in  candor  to  say  that  the  committee  differed  with  the 
Chair  a«  to  the  conatructton  put  upon  the  order  of  the 
Houie. 

Mr.  WISE  would  call  upon  the  gentleman  from 
l^ryiand  [Mr.  Tbomas]  expressly  to  state  ivhether  the 
PMleman  from  Maasachusetts  [Mr.  Lincolh]  did  not 
H%^  to  the  committee  that  this  resolution  might  be 
capable  of  receiving  the  construction  the  Speaker  had 
piit  upon  it,  and  whether  it  had  not  been  pronounced 
^^  it  was  impossible  that  such  a  construction  should  be 
put  upon  if.  Mr.  W.  called  upon  the  gentleman  to  state 
■Ktber  this  was  not  the  case. 

Ur*  THOMAS  bad  no  recollection  of  such  a  conver« 
f^iofl.  It  might  possibly  have  taken  place,  but  if  it 
m  be  bad  n^  recollection  of  it.  Mr.  T.  had  taken 
^^c^on  to  examine  the  proceedings  in  Houston's  case, 
^  be  bad  found  that  the  present  resolution  did  not 
coQlorm  to  the  rule  of  proceeding  in  that  case. 

Mr.  LINXOLN  said  be  had  atated,  in  the  committee, 
>w  by  poasibility  tilts  construction  might  be  placed  on 
tberulei  and  it  waa  inaiated  by  gentlemen  on  the  com- 
l^^tee  that  it  was  impossible  such  a  conitruction  should 
•*  put  upon  it. 

Hr.  WISE  only  wished  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the 
<l^Hue  that  ihe  committee  bad  consulted  on  the  subject 
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of  this  resolution,  and  they  considerecl  it  was  utterly  im« 
possible  that  such  a  construction  should  be  placed  upon 
it.  Mr.  W.  was  glad  that  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land [Mr.  Thomas]  had  been  candid  enough  to  announce 
that  this  construction  of  the  rule  did  not  meet  his  views. 
He  was  wss  glad  that  the  committee  could  not  have 
contemplated  such  a  course  as  had  been  taken.  When 
the  honorable  chairman  of  the  committee  [Mr.  Gas- 
lakd]  was  left  off  the  list  of  witnesses,  Mr.  W.  thought 
he  saw  then  that  the  rery  moment  a  certain  point  waa 
reached  in  this  investigation  all  proceedings  would  be 
stopped.  Why  was  not  the  honorable  chairman  on  the 
list  of  witnesses  for  the  accused?  Wss  it  because  he 
had  concurred  in  the  statement  which  he,  (Mr.  W.)and 
his  friend  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Pkttur]  had  made 
on  that  floor?  Was  it  because  his  testimony  might  not 
be  of  the  right  kind?  Was  it  because  his  testimony 
might  not  be  so  palatable  to  the  accused  as  the  other 
witnesses  which  he  had. called  ^  If  it  had  been  the  origi« 
nal  deaign  to  have  allowed  him  (Mr.  W.)  and  his  friend, 
[Mr.  Pkttoh]  to  call  witndsses  in  their  own  justiflcation, 
an  attempt  was  now  made  to  cut  it  off.  Such  could  not 
be  the  design  of  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Pattov.]  Mr.  W. 
knew  he  was  above  any  such  intention)  he  would  vouch 
for  him  that  it  was  not  his  design  to  do  injustice  to  any 
one.  Could  it  be  the  intention  of  the  House  to  wink  at 
this  injustice,  by  sustaining  this  decision  of  the  Speaker? 
Mr.  W.  could  not,  he  would  not,  believe  it,  until  the 
majority  of  that  Huuae  sanctioned  the  decision  of  the 
Speaker,  which  was  thought  to  be  impossible  by  a  mem« 
ber  of  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House.  All 
Mr.  W.  could  now  do  was  to  appeal  to  the  justice  and 
msgnanimity  of  the  House,  and  ask  gentlemen  to  allow 
him  the  opportunity  of  calling  witnesses  in  his  own  de« 
fence. 

Mr.  WISE  and  Mr.  PEYTON  then  made  very  earnest 
appeals  to  Mr.  Patton  to  withraw  his  proposition,  and, 
among  other  objections  urged  by  them,  referred  to  the 
fact  that  Mr.  Garlard,  chairman  of  the  aelect  corn- 
mtttee,  had  not  been  examined,  although  all  the  other 
membera  of  that  committee  had  been  examined  by 
the  accused;  and  they  claimed,  as  an  act  of  justice  to 
them,  that  the  trial  should  not  be  arrested  just  when  the 
evidence  of  the  accused  waa  closed. 

Mr.  PATTON  said  he  had  always  contemplated  to 
postpone  his  motion  until  opportunity  had  been  afford* 
ed  to  obtain  the  testimony  of  the  chairman  of  the  com* 
mittee,  [Mr.  Gabiaho,]  which  seemed  to  be  proper,  in« 
asmuch  aa  the  other  members  had  been  examined i  and 
although  he  thought  the  whole  proceeding  wrong,  and 
that  the  journal  bad  already  been  encumbered  with  a 
great  deal  of  unconsequential  and  improper  testimony, 
yet,  as  it  had  been  permitted  to  examine  the  other  mem- 
bers, he  had  no  objection  to  hearing  the  testimony  of 
the  chairman.  He  had  nut  the  slightest  feeling  of  pre- 
judice or  passion  toward  a  any  peraon  implicated  in  the 
trial,  and  he  felt  himself  incapable  of  assigning  any  in- 
justice, directly  or  indirectly,  either  to  the  sccused  or 
to  any  other  person,  in  the  efliort  he  was  making  to  ar- 
rest this  unfortunate  trial. 

He  wss  actuated  solely  by  the  overruling  force  of  con* 
siderations  impelling  him  to  save  the  public  business 
from  being  sacrificed,  in  the  prosecution  of  a  trial  from 
which  no  public  benefit  could  result,  however  the  feel- 
ings of  individuals  might  be  involved  in  its  continuance. 
He  was,  however,  willing,  and  thought  it  right,  that  a 
full  account  should  be  given  of  the  occurrences  in  the 
select  committee^  and,  as  bis  honorable  colleague  [Mr. 
Wise]  and  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
[Mr.  Pbttov]  seemed  to  think  the  evi.ience  of  the  chair- 
man [Mr.  Gablaitii]  desirable  and  important,  he  would 
withdraw  his  resolution  for  the  present!  but  he  gave  no- 
lice  that  he  would  renew  it  as  soon  as  the  testimony, 
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Ifoing  to  the  facts  which  took  place  in  the  select  com- 
mtitee,  was  closed.  Coming^  into  the  House  a  tew  mo- 
ments B|(o«  and  finding  that  there  was  a  pause  in  the  ex- 
amination of  witnesses,  and  that  some  general  proposi- 
tions were  making  to  give  a  new  direction  to  the  trial, 
and  especially  a  proposition  to  send  the  case  before  a 
committee  of  five  members,  he  really  thought  either  that 
Wt,  Gablavb  bad  be?n  examined,  or  that  the  intention  to 
examine  him  had  been  abandoned.  For  these  reasons, 
(sad  Mr.  P  ,)  I  withdraw  the  resolution  for  the  present. 

Mr.  PEYTON.  I  want  to  make  a  suggestion.  Sir, 
I  merely  wish  to  state  to  the  House,  that  if  it  will  hear 
the  proof  we  will-  adduce,  and  which  is  necessary  to 
■how  up  all  the  transactions  that  have  taken  place— if 
the  House  will  bear  the  truth,  as  we  can  prove  it  by 
witnesses  uho  ssw  it,  and  by  those  also  who  were  en- 
gafred  in  the  after-traniactions-^if,  I  say,  sir,  the  House 
will  hear  the  evidence,  we  will  sit  down  and  not  op^n 
our  mouths  to  speak.  We,  sir,  ask  not  to  speak.  All 
we  want  is  for  this  House  to  hear  the  whole  of  the  evi- 
dence, and  1  do  hope  it  will  not  cut  off  that  evidence. 
I  hope  gentlemen  will  not  speak,  but  grant  us  the  priv- 
ilege of  meeting  the  proof  now  offered  by  counter  testi- 
mtmy,  and^e  will  cheerrully  submit  ourselves  to  the 
judgment  of  the  House,  asfncrn  and  as  members. 

Mr.  MERCEIl  explained  that  he  had  offered  hia  res- 
olution with  a  perfect  understanding  between  himself 
and  his  colleague.  If  there  were  any  further  testimony 
to  offer,  he  woiiM  not  then  press  it. 

Mr.  HOWELL  here  made  a  motion  that  the  House 
iKljourn,  hut  withdrew  it  at  the  sulicitation  pf 

Mr.  THOMAS,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  that  gen- 
tleman to  move  that  a  subpcena  be  issued  for  Samuel 
Hamilton,  cleik  of  the  select  committee  of  which 'Mr. 
Gablaiid  was  chairman;  which  was  ordered. 

Mr.  WHITE  ihen  asked  leave  to  offer  the  following 
resolution: 

fieiolved.  That  the  Hon.  Hxvrt  A.  Wiss  and  the 
Hon.  Balix  Pxttox  be  permitted  to  aummon  and  exam- 
ine witnesses,  to  give  evidence  in  their  defence  in  ibe 
investigation  now  pending  before  this  House. 

The  CHAIR  suggested  to  the  gentleman,  that  the 
reguUr  mode  would  be  to  call  upon  the  House  for  an 
order  to  issue  a  subpoena  for  (he  attendance  of  witnesses. 

Mr.  McKAY  asked  why  it  was  that  the  examination 
of  other  witneases  was  not  proceeded  in.  He  under- 
stood that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [\1r.  Gahlakd] 
had  been  subpoenaed,  at  the  requisition  of  the  chairmiin 
of  the  commitiee  of  exsmination,  and  he  hoped  that  gen- 
tleman would  be  called  upon  the  stand. 

Mr.  Gil  OLSON.  Mr.  Speaker,  if  the  gentleman 
had  made  the  motion  instead  of  reflecting  upon  the 
committee,  which  had  had  arduous  duties  to  perform,  it 
would  have  been  better. 

Mr.  McKAY  disclaimed  having  reflected  upon  the 
committee,  or  having  had  the  most  distant  intention  of 
doing  so. 

Mr.  HOWELL  then  renewed  bis  motion  for  an  ad- 
journment. 

.Mr.  McKBON  and  Mr.  McK\Y  severally  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays,  but  the  House  refused  to  order  them, 
as  it  did  also  to  adjourn;  the  vote,  by  tellers,  being: 
Ayes^O,  noes  70. 

The  question  then    recurring  upon    Mr.   Wbitb*s 
•  resolution, 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  inquired  if  it  was  in  order. 

The  CHAIR  said  the  proposition  was  one  for  the 
House  iiself  to  judge  of,  though  he  would  again  sug- 
gest that  the  regular  mode  would  be  to  apply  to  the 
Speaker  for  subpoenas. 

Mr.  PARRS  was  not  aware  that  those  two  gentlemen 
were  on  trml  before  the  House. 

The  CHAIR  remarked  that  he  supposed  the  gentle- 


man from  Kentucky  meant,  though  it  was  not  so  ex- 
pressed in  the  resolution,  that  witnesses  be  SMniDoBci 
to  testify  on  the  pending  trial. 

Mr.  WHITE  tben  slightly  modified  bis  resolution,  u 
follows; 

Retolted^  That  the  Hon.  Hsxbt  A.  Wiax  and  the 
Hon.  Balib  Pbttov  be  permitted  to  summon  and  ez« 
amine  witnessea  in  the  trial  now  pending  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  WHITE  said  he  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
inflicting  a  speech  upon  the  House  at  thia  late  hour  of 
the  evening.  He  knew  the  patience  of  the  Houie 
would  not  bear  a  lengthy  debate.  Were  he  convinced 
the  House  would  tolerate  protracted  diseifssion,  his  ovn 
sense  of  duty  would  not  permit  him  to  consuine  but  s 
very  few  momenta  of  that  time,  which  eveiy  one  knev 
was  precioua.  He  had  not  intended,  at  the  institution  of 
this  proceeding,  to  engage  in  the  debate,  either  for  or 
against  the  accused.  He  had  allotted  to  himself  the  of- 
fice of  a  ailent,  Hnd,  aa  far  as  he  cotild  control  bit  feel' 
ings,  an  impartial  trier.  The  accused  (un'il  the  inorning 
he  appeared  at  the  bar  of  this  House)  was  to  him  pe^ 
sonally  an  entire  atranger.  He  entertained  towsrds  him 
neither  prejudice  nor  enmity.  He  had  heard  much 
touching  both  his  private  and  public  eharscter,  diicfcd* 
itsble,  in  a  very  high  degree,  to  his  reputation?  yet  be 
was  not  possessed  of  facts  that  wmild  authorise  him  to 
enter  up  a  judgment  of  guilt.  He  felt  more  of  sympi- 
thy  and  pity  towards  the  accused  than  of  prejudice  or 
anger. 

Being  one  of  those  who  voted  for  the  resolution  di- 
recting the  accused  to  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  ibis 
House  for  an  alleged  contempt,  in  peremptorily  refu- 
aing  to  obey  a  summons  issued  by  a  committee  of  tbni 
House,  expressly  empowered  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers,  owing  to  the  reasons  given  by  the  respondent, 
as  the  ground  of  his  refusal  to  appear  and  testify,  be  de- 
termined, from  the  beginning  of  the  trial,  to  vote  for 
any  and  every  proposition  that  was  at  all  consistent  wiib 
the  rules  and  principles  that  should  govern  trials  of  the 
kind,  in  discharge  of  this  deter minatiunr  he  voted  for  the 
resolution  giving  the  accused  the  privilege  to  summoo 
witnesses,  and  examine  evidence  in  his  defence,  before 
he  hsd  been  sworn  to  answer  interrogatorie**  to  clear 
himself  pf  the  alleged  contempt.  He  knew  st  ihe  txne 
this  WHS  unusual  and  irregular.  He  was  well  spprised 
thai  it  was  the  invariable  usage  and  practice  of  sll  judh 
ciai  tribunals,  in  similar  cases^  to  permit  snd  require  the 
witness  in  contempt  of  the  mandate  of  the  court  (o  be 
first  sworn  and  examined  touching'  the  matters  of  eieoie 
4or  justification  of  his  disobedience;  but,  for  reatom 
which  he  will  subsequentfy  mention,  he  voted  for  •  ««• 
parture  from  this  well-established  rule  of  procedure. 
He  went  one  step  further:  he  voted  for  the  broad  and 
clearly  irrelevant  interrogatory  proposed  by  the  ^"J"** 
of  the  respondent,  inquiring  in^o  Ihe  conduct  of  the 
Hon.  Henry  A.  Wise  and  the  Hon.  Balie  Peyton,  m  so 
affiTTr  that  tranapired  before  another  committee  of  tntf 
House,  of  which  the  gentlemsn  from  Virginia  (**'*r*]^ 
lakd]  waa  chairman.  The  reasons  that  prompied  bim 
to  give  these  votes  he  will  briefly  state.  Tl»e  "•Pf^'T 
ent,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Wiss.)  and jne 
genileman  from  Tennessee^  [Mr.  Parroa,]  l»»d  ***? 
given  their  statement  of  the  circumstances  and  fccti  «• 
tending  the  unfortunate  occurrence  before  the  comjnJJ' 
tee  of  which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  ws- 
LAira]  was  chairman.  *  ^.     % 

Tlie  sUiementsof  the  respondent  materially  confljciw 

with  the  sutementsof  the  other  i wo  gentlemen.  T""^ 
different  versions  of  the  transsction  were  •>«j°/*  Vj 
public;  they  were  to  be  found  in  every  prin*  w^  J""^. 
in  the  whole  country.     The  matter  had  excited  consw 
erable  interest  in  the  public  mind* 


1845 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS* 


1846 


Psi.  IB,  1837.] 


CoitofR.  4t  fVkiiney. 


[H.  Of  R, 


The  ju'tipmeiit  of  approval  or  disapproval,  of  acquittal 
orcondriiMatioii,  was  as  variant  as  the  diiTerent  versions. 
Thii  b«ia|f  the  ease^  he  considered  it  due  to  all  the  par- 
tin  eoseemed,  due  to  ihe  character  of  thia  Hnus^»  and 
due  to  the  eouniry»  that  the  true  history  of  the  affair 
ihoukl  be  disclosed.  Another  reason,  he  said,  that  had 
iflfluesctd  his  mind  in  voting:  upon  the  various  proposi* 
tioni  It  he  had,  wa*,  that  the  respondent  had  addressed 
I  iMmoritt  to  the  House,  settinir  forth  his  account  of  I  he 
iffiir,  eomplaininf^  of  outrage  snd  violence  towards  hia 
penon,  and  an  infringement  of  hia  conatitutional  rights 
at  a  citizen,  praying  an  inquiry  into  the  transaction. 

Upon  the  score  of  economising  lime,  he  deemed  it 
nprdieni  lo  admi^  the  question,  inaamuch  as  by  so  doing 
iMMb  mtters  could  be  tried  in  the  same  Investigation. 
Aaiddiiional  reason  ihat  had  prompted  him  to  pursue 
(be  cAone  he  had  taken:  he  deaired  to  give  the  acc«ised 
twy  privilfge  (either  clear  or  doubtfiil)  that  could  be 
diimed,  ttoder  ainilar  ciretunataoces,  by  any  American 
citsea. 

Bttt  at  the  time  he  was  voting  to  grant  the  accuaed  the 
v'deat  latitude  of  defence,  he  had  not  dreamed  he  was 
opening  the  door  for  him  to  introduce  teatimony  aasait* 
iagthe  repotation,  and  casting  the  foulest  imputations 
QpoQ  the  conduct  end  motives,  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virf  nia,  [Mr.  Wm,]  and  the  gentleman  from  Tennea- 
Ke,  [tir.  Parrov.jchargiog  them  with  crimes  which, 
if  loir,  ilKiuld  reflect  iaating  infamy  upon  their  charac* 
tcrif  aad  that,  ao  soon  as  he  had  cloaed  hia  evidence, 

,  the  trial  should  terminate,  and  the  House  proceed  to 
froMusce  judgment  of  guilt  or  acquittal,  upon  a  partial 

I  ketrini^  of  one  aided  ex  parie  testimony,  and  that  too 
vitbout  pcrofiitting  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  and  the 
gMtieiDsn  from  Tenneasee  to  esamine  witnesses  in  their 
tiehalf.  Knowing  that  their  conduct  would  necesssrily 
be  involfed  by  the  admission  of  the  question,  he  bsd 
nppoied  a  Uke  liberality  would  be  extended  to  them  so 
Aon  u  the  tratimony  cloaed  u(>on  the  part  of  the  re- 

;  iMentt  especially  aa  the  Hoiiae  bad,  by  their  lirat 
■otenent  in  the  progress  of  the  trial,  permitted  the  re- 
>P<»(lent  to  change  his  position,  and  become  accuser  in* 
Mad  of  accused. 

Ue  did  not  conceive  it  possible  there  could  be  two 
vfmm  upon  thia  subject  in  an  enlightened  body  of 
Ben.  Had  he  entertained  the  remoteat  doubt  upon  the 
nbjeei,  he  never  would  have  voted  to  admit  the  inter* 
^^>  tiuchinip  the  conduct  of  the  gentleman  from 
yiTfitm,  [itr.  WisB,]  or  the  gentleman  from  Tennea* 
*^i  [Jfr.  PaTTos,]  without  an  expreea  agreement,  upon 
we  jiiurnal,  that  those  gentlemen  should  be  permitted 
taiQtrodace  rebutting  test«m<my.  WhiUt  he  wss  willing 
ud  anxious  that  every  privilege  that  justly  belongs  to 
^  ciiiien,  under  the  benign  laws  of  this  country,  shall 
beenjfived  by  the  reapondent,  he  could  not  consent  that 
^  9gi9  of  the  conatitution  should  be  confined  to  him 
<«)uaively,  and  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  and 
^femleman  from  Tennessee,  should  be  denied  the 
c<)««0Q  and  universal  privilege  granted  to  the  vileat 
^litof  the  land«-the  humble  privdege  of  introducing 
^ettimony  ia  explanation  and  defence  of  their  conduct 
vid  naotivea— «  privilege  consecrated  by  the  blood  of 
*t3  and  guarantied  aa  a  sacred  right  to  every  American 
^biea,  rich  or  poor,  high  or  low,  by  the  charter  of 
f  ift«b  the  constitution  of  his  country. 

S<r,  ahould  this  resolution  be  rejected,  peculiar  injus* 
»ce  will  be  done  the  gentlenmn  from  Tennessee,  [blr. 
riTToa.]  It  cannot  be  seriously  contended,  by  the 
^"■^Md  counsel  of  the  accused,  that  so  much  of  the  evi* 
^^*^  u  consisca  of  details  of  speeches,  declarationa,  and 
^aet,  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (and  t«*o 
jBinUof  the  testimony  received  ia  of  this  character,}  ia 
Wetinito  ilie  issue  noar  properly  in  trial  before  the 


It  is  not  only  necessary  to  state  the  Ikcts  apparent 
upon  the  record  of  the  journal  to  make  thia  position 
manifest.  The  accused,  in  his  pies,  no  doubt  drawn  by 
his  learned  counsel,  and  preaented  by  himself  to  the 
House  as  the  grounds  of  his  defence,  states  that  the  rea- 
sons why  he  refused  to  appear  before  the  commiMee  of 
which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wiss]  wat 
chairman  are  art  forth  in  his  letter  addressed  lo  said 
committee.  In  that  letter,  which  ia  made  a  part  of  the 
anawer  or  plea  of  the  respondent,  by  direct  referencei 
the  accuaed  uses  the  following  language; 

**  The  affair  between  >lr.  Peyton  and  myself,  which 
occurred  in  the  preaence  of  another  committee,  hai 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  committee  to  which 
thia  ia  addressed,  and  before  whom  I  am  summoned  to 
appear." 

And  why  is  th<s  explicit  acknowledgment  made  -by 
the  accused,  disavowing  any  connexion  between  his  re* 
fusal  to  obey  the  aummons  issued  from  the  committee  of 
which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wiaa]  is  chair- 
man, and  the  affair  between  Mr.  Peyton  and  himself  be- 
fore another  committee?  For  the  most  obvious  of  all 
reasons-»beoause  the  gentlemsn  from  Tennessee  [Mr. 
Pbttov]  waa  not  a  member  of  the  committee  before 
whom  the  respondent  was  summoned  to  appear.  Yet» 
in  the  face  of  thia  clear  and  expreaa  disclaimer,  set  forth 
in  the  plesdings  of  the  accuaed»  without  notice,  without 
information,  the  very  aflTair  between  Mr.  Peyton  and  the 
reapondent,  notwithstanding  the  direct  admission  in  the 
pleadings  of  its  irrelevancy  and  illegality,  is  called  fur  in 
the  very  first  interrogatory  propounded  by  the  counsel 
for  the  sccused,  whilst  there  is  no  rule  of  evidence  bet- 
ter settled  than  that  it  ia  not  neceassry  to  prove  tha( 
which  is  agreed  upon  by  the  pleadingsi  the  correlative 
rule  is  equally  well  settled,  that  you  cannot  disprove  the 
admissions  of  the  psrties  in  the  pleadtnga  on  the  record. 

And  now  is  this  House  about  aelemnly  to  refuae  the 
adoption  of  this  resolution,  after  it  haa  unjustly  and  ille* 
gaily  made  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  a  party  to 
thia  trial?  After  having  sat  day  after  day,  and  night 
after  night,  hearing  testimony  charging  him  with  almost 
every  offence  known  in  the  black  catalogue  of  crime» 
ahall  we  deny  him  the  privilege  of  exculpating  himself 
from  the  chargea?  Shall  we  illegally  arraign  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  at  the  bar  of  tbia  House,  (for, 
disguise  it  aa  you  will,  no  one  who  has  been  present  can 
with  any  candor  deny  the  fact  that  thia  proceeding,  froiQ 
its  very  outset,  haa  been  a  proaecution  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  and  the  gentleman  from  Tenneaaee,)  and 
Itaten  to  accusation  upon  accusation,  charge  upon  charge, 
and  proof  upon  proof,  against  them,  and  the  moment  the 
teatimrmy  ia  closed  upon  the  psrt  of  the  nominal  crimi- 
nal, (the  true  plaintiff*  in  thia  trial,  aa  it  has  been  eon- 
ducted,)  terminate  the  investigation?  Ia  thia  justice? 
Is  it  fair  play?  Is  it  not  oppression  and  tyranny  in  their 
most  odious  form— a  palpable  denial  of  justice,  in  the 
very  teeth  of  your  bill  of  rights— -a  mockery  of  trial  be- 
fore this  grand  inquest  of  the  nation— an  act  of  injustice 
that  would  diagrace  the  pettiest  court  in  the  pettiest 
village  in  this  country?  And  what  adds  inault.to  injus- 
tice, every  word  of  this  evidence  is  reduced  to  writing^ 
and  is  to  go  out  to  the  people  as  a  fair  and  impartial 
expose  of  the  conduct  of  the  relative  parties  implicated 
in  the  pending  controveray.  And  ia  this  one-sided  ex 
parte  proceeding  what  gentlemen  call  a  fair  investigation? 
la  tbia  the  kind  of  inveatiRation  from  which  we  have 
been  told  innocence  has  nothing  to  fear?  It  is  true  that 
before  a  jury  of  honeat,  impartial  triers,  with  liberty  of 
proof,  innocence  has  nothing  to  fear.  Uut  he  has  lesrn- 
ed  but  little,  either  from  observation  or  reading,  who 
has  not  discovered  that  conscious  innocence,  though  a 
consoling  spprobation  to  the  accuaed,  ia  not  always  a 
protecting  shield  against  the  unrighteous  judgment  of 
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the  world,  nor  t  tafe  guarantee  against  ignominious  pun- 
ishment. Daily  oecurrences  around  ua  furnish  abundant 
testimony  of  this  assertion.  History,  both  modern  and 
ancient,  is  pregnant  with  examples.  Sydney  and  Emmet 
perished  upon  the  scaffold,  as  an  atonement  for  their 
love  of  liberty  and  love  of  country  (  Phocion  and  Socrates 
were  doomed  to  drink  the  poisonous  hemlock,  as  an 
expiation  for  Iheir  superior  virtues— all  of  whom  were 
allowed  the  form  of  trial.  But  in  this  case,  if  this  reso- 
lution be  rejected,  we  shall  deny  both  the  form  and  sub- 
stance of  trial  to  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  and  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia.  But  it  is  equslly  due  to  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wisb]  that  he  should  be 
permitted  to  introduce  proof.  His  conduct  and  motives 
have  been  directly  assailed  by  the  testimony  of  the  accu- 
trd.  The  very  gist  of  his  defence  is  based  upon  the  al- 
leged maUconduct  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  It 
)s  essential  to  the  fair  ascertainment  of  the  truth  of  the 
plea  of  the  respondent,  the  validity  of  his  justification, 
as  well  as  an  act  of  sheer  justice  to  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  that  leave  should  be  given  him  to  rebut  the 
testimony  of  ihe  accused.  The  entire  excuse  set  forth 
by  the  respondent,  in  his  answer,  is  the  alleged  appre- 
-hension  of  outrage  and  violence  from  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia}  and  in  support  of  the  respondent's  pies, 
and  as  a  just  and  valid  reason  for  this  apprehension, 
'proof  has  been  received  by  this  House,  detailing  the 
conduct  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  before  the  com- 
mittee of  which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  GiB- 
LAars]  is  chairman;  in  which  affair  great  outrage  and 
violence  is  charged,  and  assassin-like  motives  imputed. 
And  is  he  to  be  denied  the  privilege  of  meeting  these 
chargcp,  and  of  vindicating  his  conduct  and  his  motives 
before  this  House  and  the  nation,  when,  too,  the  testi- 
mony would  bear  directly  upon  tbe  question  in  issue, 
would  lead  to  a  fair  ascertainment  of  the  truth  of  the 
defence  set  up  in  avoidance  of  the  alleged  contempt  by 
.  the  accused  in  his  answer? 

This  House  hap,  with  great  patience  and  unbounded 
liberality,  heard  the  teatimony  of  the  accused*  and  is  it 
not  now  due  to  tiuth,  to  justice,  and  the  assailed  repu- 
tation of  tbe  gentleman  from  Virginip,  that  his  testimony 
should  be  heard  in  reply?  Can  we,  as  impartial  triers 
in  this  case,  come  to  a  just  conclusion,  whether  or  not 
the  answer  of  the  respondent  is  founded  in  truth,  unless 
we  hear  testimony  upon  both  sides'  Clesriy  not,  to 
my  mind.  But  we  are  told  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
is  not  upon  trial;  no  judgment  ia  asked  againit  him;  no 
punishment  is  proposed  to  be  inflicted  upon  him.  That 
neither  his  life  nor  liberty  is  in  jeopardy.  True.  But 
is  not  hia  reputation,  which  ia  infinitely  dearer  to  him 
than  either  life  or  liber'y,  upon  trtaP  Is  not  this  nation 
anxiously  looking  to  this  investigation,  and  panting  for 
a  publication  of  the  evidence  in  this  case?  And  will  not 
public  opinion  either  approve  of  his  conduct,  from  the 
published  evidence,  or  consign  his  character  to  infan^y' 
And  will  this  House  be  guil'y  oi  the  crying  injustice  of 
consigning  him  to  ignominy,  without  tbe  opportunity  of 
a  fair  and  impartial  trial? 

If  there  be  any  one  man,  above  all  others  in  the  nation, 
who  ought  to  feel  indignant  sensibility,  and  rise  in  his 
place,  and,  with  uplifted  hands,  protest  against  such  a 
course  of  proceeding,  it  is  the  individual  at  the  bar  of 
this  House,  (Mr.  Whitney.)  A  blow  has  been  inflicted 
upon  his  reputation,  by  a  collateral  investigation,  before 
a-committee  of  this  House,  upon  a  former  occasion,  in 
which  he  was  denied  the  privilege  of  introducing  rebu<- 
tipg  proof,  that  neither  time  nor  good  conduct  can  ever 
remove.  That  investigation  h^s  affixed  the  seal  of  infamy 
upon  his  character,  uhether  just  or  unjust,  that  qeither 
tbe  bedewing  tears  of  pitying  anf^els  can  ever  wash  out, 
nor  can  the  fiery  fingers  of  the  fiends  of  hell  ever  erase 
jt.  There  it  will  remain,  so  long  as  his  name  is  held  in 
remembrance. 


Sir,  1  am  rejoiced  to  hear  tbe  respondent,  through  hta 
counsel,  disspprobate  a  rejection  of  the  resolution  under 
consideration.  Let  him  be  what  be  may,  thia  act  is  cred- 
itable to  his  heart.  But  it  ia  objected,  by  an  honorable 
gentleman  upon  my  right,  that  the  press  of  public  buai- 
nesf,  and  the  short  period  of  time  from  this  until  the  ad- 
journment, will  not  permit  the  investigation  to  go  on. 
This  objection  comes  too  latei  we  have  gone  into  the 
trial  by  our  own  action.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Wise]  did  not  refer  this  matter  to  the  House;  he 
refused  in  committee  to  rote  upon  (he  matter i  he  haa 
not  asked  nor-  voted  for  the  institution  of  this  trial «  he 
openly  disclaims  having  any  agency  in  the  proaecutton 
of  the  accused.  All  he  asks  is  the  poor  privilege*  since 
he  has,  by  your  mode  of  trial,  become  the  defendant, 
the  real  criminal  at  the  bar  of  this  House,  (if  there  be 
any  such  character,  in  truth,  a  party  to  this  moat  anom- 
alous proceeding, )  of  confronting  bis  accusers  with  proof} 
of  repelling  the  foul  imputations  oast  upon  his  conduct 
and  his  motives  by  tbe  testimony  of  disinterested  wit* 
nesses.  Will  you,  can  you,  afierwbat  you  have  done^ 
deny  it  to  him?  Will  you,  afler  you  have  arraigned  him 
before  this  House  as  an  assassin  in  motive,  if  not  indeed, 
and  beard  witnesses,  day  after  day,  in  support  of  tbe 
charge,  in  the  presence  of  thousands  of  listening  apecta- 
tors,  collected  from  all  quarters  of  this  wide-spread  na- 
tion, the  very  Instant  the  testimony  agairtsthim  ia  through, 
close  the  trial  upon  him,  without  the  liberty  of  defence  \ 
Will  this  House  be  guilty  of  an  act  so  pregnant  with  in- 
justice, offering  as  an  excuse  that  time  could  not  be 
spared  for  further  investigation?  A  cold  excuse  to  a 
wounded  soul.  I  ask  the  members  who  intend  to^ote 
against  this  resolution,  what  apology  they  expect  to  ren- 
der, satisfactory  to  their  constituents,  for  such'a  flagrant 
act  of  injustice?  Permit  me  to  suppose  a  dialogue  be- 
tween a  member  who  shall  vote  in  the  negatire  and  an 
honest  constituent.  <*  You 'voted  to  bring  Reuben  M. 
Whitney  to  the  bar  of  the  House,  to  be  tried  for  an  al- 
leged contempt?"  "Yes,"  ••  You  voted  to  give  him 
leave  to  summon  and  examine  witnesses  in  his  defence, 
and  to  be  heard  by" counsel  as  well  as  by  himaelff" 
'•  Yes."  ••  YoiKvoted  to  receive  the  question  propound- 
ed by  the  counsel  of  the  accused,  inquiring  into  the  con- 
duct of  Messrs.  Wiee  and  Peyton  in  the  affair  whi^  took 
place  in  committee  of  which  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  Garlakd]  was  chairman?"  ••  Yes."  •«  Yon 
pstienily  sat  and  beard  testimony  charging  Messrs.  l^ise 
snd  Pe>ton  with  using  personal  outrage  and  violence  to- 
wards tlie  accused,  and  motives  of  assassination  upon  the 
part  of  Mr.  Wise?"  ••  Yes."  **  And  when  the  accused 
had  examined  all  the  witnesses  he  desired,  you  then 
permitted  Messrs.  Wise  and  Peyton  the  privilege  of  ex- 
amining witnesses,  in  expllnstionv  contradictions  mnd 
rebuttal  of  the  testilhony  introduced  upon  tlie  part  of 
the  accused?"  ."Oh!  no."  "And  this  you  cat!  a  fair 
and  impartial  trial  by  the  House  of  Congreas—the  peo- 
ple's House!  This  is  what  you  mean  by  equal  righta 
and  equal  privileges  under  the  constitution!  This  is  w^hat 
you  call  protecting  the  just  rights  of  an  American  citi- 
zen!"  Tbe  honest  constituent  would  grow  warmer  and 
warmer,  until  he  would  indignantly  pronounce  the  curvet 
"  Depart  from  me  thou  unworthy  servant!"  And,  In  my 
cool  and  deliberate  judgment,  if  there  be  any  diatrict  in 
any  Slate  in  this  Union  that  would  approbate  auch  % 
course,  it  deserves  to  have  the  vengeance  of  Heaven  in. 
voked  upon  it,  and  the  fate  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrali 
should  await  it. 

He  said,  before  he  took  hia  seat,  he  would  aak  tlie  yema 
and  nays  upon  this  resolution.  He  wislied  it  to  appear 
now,  and  in  all  future  time,  how  he  and  hew  others  vo- 
ted upon  this  proposition.  Did  he  say  in  all  future  time  * 
Yes;  in  alt  time  to  come,  unless  some  politienl  assassin  of 
the  constitution  should  rise  in  his  place  (backed  by  a 
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mjontf  of  plitnt  minkma)  and  obliterate  the  Journal  by 
(ke  nodmi  proeew  of  ezpunetion. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  remarked,  in  reply,  that 
the  fentleman  from  Kenluoky  was  again  endeavoring  to 
bring  before  the  Uouae  another  itiue,  whiob  the  Hooae 
bd  repeatedly  refnaed  to  go  into.  It  was  not  the  fint 
time  gentlemen  had  risen  there,  and  with  great  solem* 
kity,  and  doubtless  sincerity  too,  insisted  that  there  was 
I  different  issue  than  that  of  whether  the  accused,  then 
lUnding  at  the  bar,  had  been  guilty  of  a  contempt  or 
oot— a  tuk  Mr.  M.  looked  upon  as  entirely  gratuitous 
on  their  part  Let  him  ask  those  honorable  members-* 
let  bioi  uk  the  Houses  too-— to  say  candidly  what  was 
tte  true  issue.  Were  those  two  honorable  jnembers  re- 
ferred to  in  reality  upon  trial  there?  If  they  were,  what 
vsstheiccosation?  What  was  the  charge  against  them^ 
Abofeall,  let  him  ask  the  members  of  that  House,  the 
gcQilemaii  from  Kentucky  among  the  number,  what 
would  it  be  compelled  to  try?  If  the  House  slimHil  be 
called  ttpon  to  try  those  gentlemen,  it  would  necessarily 
be  compelled  to  give  a  decision  of  some  sort  or  other« 
nd  vbat  dedaioii  could  they  arrive  at?  If  they  should 
be  ihereafler  asked  fsr  what  those  gentlemen  had  been 
irrtigned  and  put  upon  their  trial,  what  answer  could  be 
fmnl  None.  They  formed  no  part  of  the  pending 
iwe. 

Mr.  If.  wtt  aware,  he  said,  that,  in  the  neceasary  in- 
quirjr  pending,  in  regard  to  the  contempt  alleged  against 
^  sccttsed,  the  eonduct  of  those  two  gentlemen  must 
benore  or  less  brought  out|  but  in  order  to  ascertain 
vbit?  Why,  in  order  to  aacertiiin  whether  the  accused 
Iwl  rendered  such  an  excuse  as  to  purge  himself  of  the 
cmitenpt  of  which  he  was  chargedi  but  he  hoped  the 
Booie  would  not  suffer  itself  to  be  dragged  into  an  ex* 
UBtitttion  where  no  one  oould  tell  where  it  would  termi* 
Btie.  He  hoped  its  good  sense  would  reject  this  oft* 
^neved  proposition. 

Mr.  6H0L80N  wished  to  say  a  word  or  two  on  behalf 
cf  the  oonmittee  of  examination.  He  bad  heard,  with 
f^gfet,  vbat  he  conceived  to  be  insinuations  thrown  out 
^liost  the  committee,  which  had  done  every  thing  in  its 
power,  bat  had  noC  even  yet  been  permitted  to  carry  out 
^tir  measures.  Resolution  after  resolution  had  been 
nbmiited,  ipeecb  after  speech  had  been  made,  all,  indi- 
'^ly  to  be  sure,  reflecting  upon  the  committee.  One 
gentleman  bsd  asked  why  subpcsnas  had  not  been  issued. 
The  BQsver  was  at  hand<  it  was  because  gentlemen  did 
not  gire  them  an  opportunity.  No  longer  ago  than  yes* 
tcni</  it  vss  announced  on  the  floor  that  they  were  ready 
loiwie  or  eall  for  subpoenas  for  any  witnesses«  and  now 
^  gentleoMn  from  Kentucky,  {Mr.  Wbiti.]  after  an 
enunciation  to  him  that  he  (Mr.  O.)  would  have  any 
*itnesKo  subpoenaed  wbOie  names  should  be  given  to 
bio,  either  for  the  member  from  Virginia  or  for  the 
^Qber  from  Tennessee,  to  prove  their  accusations 
fS^QU  the  prisoner  at  the  bar,  yet  still  this  resolution  is 
iMrodiioed,  as  if  the  committee  had  failed  in  the  discharge 
n  their  duty,  and  had  refuted  or  denied  any  opportu- 
'■(y  for  witnesses  to  be  summoned.  The  committee  had 
^  failed  to  do  all  in  their  power;  and  he  hoped,  before 
IfKtIemen  proceeded  any  further,  they  would  at  least 
tl^t  them  the  opportunity  of  doing  their  duty,  and  not 
J^P  out  of  their  way  to  make  inquiries  why  so  and  so 
^  not  been  done*  The  committee  had  had,  as  yet,  no 
^Ponunity  to  bring  testimony  before  the  Housei  but 
^^  ibey  had  held  themselves  at  all  times,  as  they  still 
°^<  billing  to  bring  in  any  witnesses  who  might  be  call- 
^>o^  if  permitted  to  do  so.  The  will  was  with  them, 
(b€  power  with  the  House;  but  he  hoped  to  hear  no 

'^  of  these  indirect  side-wind  censures  upon  the  com* 

B)Mtee. 

Mr.  BELL  remarked  ihat,  after  what  had  been  said 
^  (lit  gemleman  from  Mississippi  of  the  views  of  tliat 


committee,  he  should  not  deUy  the  House  one  moment 
on  that  Bubject.  But  that  gentleman  and  every  other 
member  muat  perceive  that  there  was  a  disposition  among 
a  large  portion  of  the  Houae  not  to  permit  the  whole  of 
the  inquiry  to  proceed. 

They  had  Just  heard  that  the  committee  appointed  to 
conduct  the  examination  on  the  part  of  the  House  were 
ready  to  go  Into  it;  and  although  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  was  not  worded  in  the  man* 
ner  he  preferred,  yet  there  was  no  time  more  proper 
than  Uiat  to  settle  the  question  definitively,  whether  it 
was  the  sense  of  the  House  that  they  should  proceed  sny 
further  or  not.  That  reaolution  was  beat  adapted  to  test 
the  sense  of  the  House,  and  therefore  he  hoped  the 
question  would  be  taken  on  it.  If  it  should  be  voted 
down,  it  would  show  an  indisposition  to  go  further  in 
the  inquiry;  and  that  question  had  better  be  settled  at 
oner. 

Tlie  gentleman  from  New  York  over  the  way  [Mr. 
Mavk]  had  said  that  there  was  no  issue  formed  with  the 
two  gentlemen  referred  to.  Mr.  B.  replied  that  the 
only  issue  formed  at  all  had  been  the  issue  on  the  part 
of  the  Houie  against  those  gentlemen;  or  rather  on  the 
part  of  those  gentlemen  who  conducted  the  examination 
on  the  part  of  the  accused,  against  his  honorable  friend 
from  Virginia  and  his  honorable  colleague.  It  was  evi* 
dent  that  this  had  been  the  issue.  The  mere  form  of 
proceeding,  perhsps,  was  an  issue  with  the  accused, 
Mr«  Whitney,  but  it  was  in  form  only,  the  other  was  the 
substance. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Pattoit]  had  aaid 
that  he  proposed  to  cut  short  this  examination,  as  Mr.  B. 
understood  him;  and  that  he  had  foreseen  from  the  first, 
when  the  subject  was  first  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
House,  that  this  examination  or  trial,  if  gone  into,  would 
take  the  direction  it  had,  and  necessarily  involve  the  very 
inquiry  that  had  been  gone  into.  Mr.  B.  said  he  sliould 
like  the  gentleman  to  say  if  he  saw  the  result  before  the 
bringing  of  Mr.  Whitney  to  the  bar  of  the  House,  and 
how  he  arrived  at  that  conclusion. 

[Mr.  Pattox  explained  that,  from  the  nature  of  the 
trial  itself,  be  saw  it  would  be  extended  to  an  almost 
interminable  length,  Fromits  irritating  and  personal  char* 
acter.] 

Mr.  B.  did  not  mean  to  imply  that  the  gentleman  bad 
foreseen  any  of  the  results  that  had  occurred  upon  the 
motion  to  bring  Whitney  to  the  bar  of  the  House,  from 
any  infurm«tion  he  had  of  the  determination  on  the  part 
of  the  majority,  in  relation  to  the  course  they  designed 
to  pursue;  but  it  seemed  the  gentleman  inferred  ttiat 
what  had  taken  place  was  probable,  from  the  disposition 
which  existed,  or  which  might  have  existed,  in  this  par* 
ticular  case,  or  in  any  case.  Now,  Mr.^B.  would  ask, 
why  should  any  gentleman  have  foreseen  this  would  be 
necessary,  or  probable,  on  an  examination  of  this  kind? 
How  had  it  happened  that  sny  gentleman  in  that  House, 
or  in  the  country  at  large,  should  have  had  such  appre- 
hensions? Here  was  a  party  arraigned  for  contempt  as 
a  witness.  Why,  it  was  no  great  enormity,  nor  did  it 
amount  even  to  a  criminal  onence  of  a  high  denomina- 
tion, and  certainly  did  not  require  all  the  array  of  learn- 
ed counsel;  and  who  could  have  anticipated  such  a  course 
of  proceeding  as  had  ensued  ?  What  ought  to  have  been 
the  quebtion  before  that  honorable  House'  And  what 
muat  ever  be  the  similar  question  in  all  cases  of  the  same 
kind?  The  party  was  arraigned  at  the  bar,  and  was  sol. 
emnly  asked,  standing  at  the  bar,  whether  be  had  inten* 
tionally  committed  a  contempt  of  that  House.  That  was 
the  subatsnce  of  the  interrogatory.  Why  that  course 
had  been  departed  from  in  the  presertt  case,  was  for 
those  to  say  who  had  induced  thut  departure. 

An  argument  had  been  thrown  out  that,  if  this  resold, 
tion  should  be  adopted,  it  would  occupy  the  time  of  the 


1851 


GALES  &  BEATON^  REGISTER 


1852 


H.  ov  R.1 


Cms  ofR.  JC  Whitnty. 


[Fib.  18»  1837. 


a 


House  from  then  tUI  the  4th  of  Mtreh,  the  dote  of  their 
constttuttonal  eztttence.  And  how?  It  wm  because  the 
majority,  tn  the  first  infltsnoe,.did  not  proceed  tccordinjip 
to  the  known  forms.  It  wu  because  that  House  had 
thought  proper,  by  a  majority  of  votes,  to  sanction  a 
proceeding  not  only  unknown  to  parliamentary  history, 
but  in  notorious  disregard  to  and  in  direct  violation  of 
it.  There  was  no  isaue,  even  with  Mr.  Whitney t  there 
could  be  none  until  he  waa  put  to  answer  interrofrstoriea 
to  purge  himwlf  of  the  alleged  contempt.  Mr.  B. 
would  afrain  ask  how  it  happened  that  gentlenten  get  up 
on  that  fi<inr  and  aay  **  thia  trial  must  occupy  the  balance 
of  the  session,*'  when  they  must  know  the  responsibility 
rests  with  themaelvest  when  they  ought  to  reflect  tiiat 
it  was  because  the  majoriiy  determined  to  proceed  in  a 
mode  unknown  to  the  law,  and  a  direct  trampling  upon 
not  only  precedent,  but  reason.  What,  air,  (said  Mr.  B,) 
have  a  formal  array  of  the  counsel  of  a  witness  at  first, 
and  suflTer  them  to  proceed  before  you  form  an  iaaue 
with  him,  or  before  you  aacertain  whether  he  be  really 
in  earnest  *or  not!  Stich  a  thing  was  never  heard  ol 
before. 

Now,  sir,  (concluded  Mr.  B.,)  as  I  am  up,  let  me  aay 
to  gentlemen,  as  suggeated  to  nly  mind,  that  justice, 
reason,  common  aen^e,  propriety,  all,  all  require  that, 
as  we  have  commenced  thua  irregularly,  and  have  im* 
plicated  other  gentlemen  whom  it  waa  not  necessary  to 
have  implicated,  we  must  go  through  with  it,  or,  at  |eaat, 
with  the  examination  of  witneaaea*  We  are  bound,  in 
common  justice  and  honor,  to  give  them  that  privilege. 

Mr.  WISE  could  not  be  considered  aa  a  proaecotor  in 
this  caset  all  he  desired  was  that  he  might  be  permitted 
to  defend  himself. 

Mr.  BELL  did  not  wish  to  name  any  gentleman  in  the 
suggestion  he  had  made,  but  simply  toiiave  an  ezprea- 
aion  of  the  House  that  this  trial  should  proceed  as  long 
as  there  waa  a  witnen  whom  any  gentleman  might  wish 
to  exsmine. 

Mr.  McKEON  would  suggest  that  any  gentlemen  who 
might  wish  to  introduce  witnesses  in  tlus  case  could  ef- 
fect their  object  by  sending  in  their  namea  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  part  of  the  House,  whoae  duty  It  waa  to 
aummon^lnd  examine  witnesses. 

Mr.  WISE  could  not  do  soi  not,  however,  out  of  any 
di«reapect  to  the  committee,  but  becauae,  aa  he  under- 
stood, that  committee  waa  appointed  to  proaecute  in  the 
caset  and  he  could  not  be  considered  aa  an  aider  or  abet- 
ter in  thia  proaecution.  He  only  aaked  the  privilege  of 
defending  himself.  The  individual  called  the  accuaed 
had,  through  his  counael^  in  the  course  of  the  whole  trial, 
been  bringing  accuaationa  against  Mr.  W.(  and,  when  you 
talk  of  the  accuaed,  he  could  not  tell  whether  you  meant 
him  (Mr.  W.)  or  the  individual  at  the  bar. 

Mr.  McKGON  then  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  WI^E  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered,  and  were;  Yeas  73,  nays  56,  as  follows: 

Ybas— Measrs.  Ash,  Barton,  Bean,  Beaumont,  Uockee, 
Bovep,  Brown,  Buchanan,  Bynum,  Casey,  Chapman, 
Chapin,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Corwin,  Cramer,  Cra- 
ry,  Cushman,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Efner,  Fry,  Gholson, 
Haley,  Jos.  Hall,  Hswkins,  Holt,  Huntington,  Ingham, 
J«rvis,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Benjamin  Jones, 
Kennon,  Kilgnre,  Klingensmith,  L«ne,  Lansing,  Ltporte, 
Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Thomas  Lee,  Leonard,  I^ngan, 
Loyatl,  Lucas,  Abijab  Mann,  William  Mason,  Moses  Ma- 
aon,  McKay,  McKeon,  McLene,  Miller,  Montgomery, 
Morgan,  Page,  Parka,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Phelps,  John 
Reyniiids,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Taylor, 
John  Thomson,  Vnnderpoel,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Webater, 
Weeks,  Thomaa  T.  Whittlesey,  Yell— -73. 

NATS^Messra.  AUord,  Bailey,  Bell,  Bond,  Briggs, 
BuncW,   John  Calhoon,    William  B.   Calhoun,   Carter, 


George  Chambers^  John  Ckambenl,  Chetvood,  N»thaii- 
iel  H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Cran^,  Darliogton,  Deberry, 
Denny,  Forester,  Glaacock,  Graham,  Granf^,  Graven 
GrifBn,  Hiland  Hall,  Harper,.  Albert  O  Harriann,  H»z«l- 
tine.  Hoar,  Howell,  Huntsman,  Ingeraoll,  William  Jack* 
aon.  Luke  Lea,  Liewis,-  Love,  Lyon,  Saauon  Maaon, 
Klaury,  McKennan,  Milltgan,  Pearson,  Potia,  Reed, 
Rencher,  Robertaon,  Shielda,  Blade,  Sloane,  Standefer, 
Taliaferro,  Underwood,  White,  Levis  Williams,  Sher* 
rod  Williamn,  Young--56. 

So  the  resolution  waa  laid  on  the  table. 
.    Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  NoHh  Carolina,  then  moved  that 
the  Houae  adjourn.    Lo%t:  Yeaa  50,  nays  79. 

The  honuryble  jAxxa  Gablavd,  of  Virginia,  was  then 
called  to  the  atand. 

T\^imony  of  the  honorable  James  Garland. 

Firat  question  by  the  Counsel  for  the  secused.  Please 
state  all  the  circumsiancea  attending  the  dispute  and  dis« 
order  that  occurred  before  the  seleel  committee  where- 
of Mr.  Garland  ia  chairman,  on  Wednesday,  the  35th  of 
Jsnoary,  and  state  particularly  all  that  wss  said  and  done 
by,  and  the  whole  demeanor  and  conduct  of,  R.  M. 
Whitney,  as  a  witneaa  attending  the  committee,  and 
Meaars.  Wise  and  Peyton,  as  members  of  that  committee, 
and  all  that  occurred  on  that  occaaion. 

Anawer.  The  transaction  now  inveatigating  took 
place  on  tbe  night  of  the  25ih  day  of  January  teat.  Mr. 
Peyton  had,  without  objection  by  tbe  committee,  pro- 
posed to  Mr.  Whitney  the  following  interrogatory:  **  Did 
you  receive  any  letter  of  recommendation  from  \R.  B. 
Taney,  or  did  he,  in  any  manner,  countenance  you  in 
applying  for  the  agency  contemplated t  or  did  he  poat- 
tively  refuse  to  recommend,  receive,  or  countenance  you 
in  that  capacity,  while  he  was  st  the  head^of  the  Treas« 
ury  Department?"  which  I,  aa' chairman,  propounded. 
To  thia  interrogatory  Mr.  Whitney  returned  the  foHow« 
ing  anawert 

"  I  decline  anawering  thia  interrogatory,  more  partic. 
uterly  as  the  individual  propounding  it  haa  aaaerted,  pes* 
itively  and  publicly,  that  the  aubstance  of  the  Utter  part 
of  it  is  true,  beginning  with  *  or  did  he,'  Acci  therefore, 
being  the  party  accused,  I  am  not  a  proper  witnea«.  I 
think,  in  juatice,  that  the  individual  who  baa  made  the 
allegation  ahould  be  called  to  produce  hia  proof.'* 
■  After  I  had  sent  the. answer  to  the  comiiuttee,  Mr.  i 
Peyton,  in  a  tone  and  manner  indicatiiig  atrong  excite- 1 
ment,  remarked,  '*  Mr.  Chairman,  I  wi&  you  distinctly 
to  inform  thia  witness  that  he  ia  not  to  insult  me  in  his 
answerst"  then  rimng  from  his  seat,  and  approaching 
Mr.  Whitney,  aaid,  aa  well  aa  I  can  recollect,  •*  I  will 
not  be  insulted  to  my  face  by  any  damned  thief  ondi 
damned  robber^  and  if  you  dare  to  insult  me  here  to  my 
fiice,  God  damn  you,  I  will  put  you  to  death  on  the  apot«l 
You  aay  in  your  card  that  I  aeek  protection  under  my 
constitutional  privileges,  but  I  will  let  you  know  that  I 
do  not  claim  any  conatitutional  privilege'  to  protect  m4 
against  an  inault  to  my  face,  here  or  elaewhere."  Before 
Mr.  Peyton  had  finished  thia  sentence,  Mr.  Wise  roe^ 
from  his  seat,  which  was  on  tlie  sofa,  on  the  aide  of  the 
room  opposite  Mr.  Whitney,  and  walked  about  half  ws]^ 
across,  saying,  *'Yes;  the  committee  had  borne  th^ 
damned  inaolence  of  that  witneaa  long  enough;  it  waa  in^ 
aufferable."  Mr.  Peyton  remarked,  **  Wiae,  thia  ia  woi 
buaineaaf  don*t  you  interfere."  I  immediately  roae,  anj 
said  to  Mr.  Wise,  *'  Wise,  don't  do  so^  you  are  wron^.'l 


Upon  which  Mr.  Wiae  immediately  returned  to  hia 
When  Mr.  Wise  turned  to  resume  hia  seat,  |  immeditite 
ly  turned  to  Mr.  Peyton,  and  remarked,  **  Mr.  Peyton 
you  must  observe  the  order  of  the  committee.*'  Mr 
Peyton  immediately  turned  from  the  witness  to  iTie«  an^ 
said,  ss  near  as  I  can  recollect,  «  Mr.  Chaimaan,  I  a{^ 
peal  to  yoQ  to  say  if  1  have  not  treated  this  witncasb  frofl 
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the  bfpnttiim^t  M  if  tic  were  %  gentleman;  bat  I'll  be 
dimaed  iff  vHI  be  )n»ilted  to  my  ftce/'    He  then  took 
bit  Kit  in  the  chair  which  I  had  occupiecl,  as  T  had  taken 
the  chiir  which  he  had  riien  from.     Af^er  Mr.  Peyton 
imi  myself  vere  both  leated,  Mr.  Whitney  rose  from  his 
iMt,  ind,  sdtancing  one  or  two  steps  towardarae,  said, 
"Mr.  Chiirman/'  utterin^f  two  or  three  other  words 
Thich  f  did  not  hear.     Before  he  had  finished  his  sen- 
trner,  Mr.  Peyton  rose  up  and  said,  as  well  as  I  recol- 
lect, **  He  htt  no  right  to  speak  here<  God  damn  him, 
iieihtn'itpeaki  he  must  give  bis  answers  in  writing." 
.  Thpn,tNrning  towards  Mr.  Whitney,  said,  **  You  have  no 
rffhttoipeik  here;  sit  down,  sir."    I  remarked  to  Mr. 
Pe|t(m  tbst  tbe  witness  had  a  right  to  maf e  a  question 
toaeh'ttf  his  examination i  but,  before  I  finished  the  re* 
mirk,  Mr.  Peyton,  very  much  eicited,  said,  **  Damn 
bim,  ( hire  treated  him  as  if  he  were  a  gentleman."    I 
if^in  remarked  to  Mr.  Peyton  that  he  must  obrerre  er« 
der.   Mr.  Whitney,  who  had  not  taken  his  seat,  said, 
'*Hr.  Chsirman,  I  came  here  under  the  summons  of  the 
eommittee.    I  elaim  its  protection."     Mr.  Peyton  said, 
"D<mn  him,  he  has  inwiied  me  to  my  facet  damn  him, 
be  lonki  at  met  he  shan't  look  at  me."    As  he  made  this 
rristrk,  appearing:  ^^Vf  *nRi7>  he  put  his  right  band 
either  to  his  bosom  or  the  aide  pocket  of  his  coat.     Aa 
mon  u  he  put  his  hand  to  his  bosom,  Mr.  Wise  sprang 
forvird,  seiied  Mr.  Peyton  by  the  breaat,  and  aaid, 
"Pry ton,  don't  notice  himi  damn  him,  he  is  not  worthy 
ofyiHir  noticet"  and  some  other  expression,  which  I  do 
»ot  remember.    Mr.  Peyton  remarked,  **  I  will  notice 
bin);  I  would  notice  him  if  he  were  a  damnedi dog,  if  he 
Mted  me  to  my  face."    As  soon  as  Mr.  Wise  seized 
i^d  of  Mr.  Peyton,  f  stepped  between  him  and  Mr. 
Whitney,  and  Mr.   Martin  took  hold  of  his  right  arm. 
M''  Wiie  shoved  Mr.  Peyton  back  some  two  or  three 
>i«pi  towarda  tbe  aofs,  Mr.  Peyton  endeavoring  some- 
that  to  diseiigige  himself  from  Mr.  Wise  and  Mr.  Mar- 
tin, bttt  failed.    About  this  time  some  member  of  the 
c^mittee  made  a  motion  to  suspend  the  examination, 
|Bd  }Ar,  Hsmer  made  some  remarks,  which  I  did  not 
"nr,  fur  my  attention  was  directed  to  the  parties,  with 
>^v,  if  necessary,  to  prevent  collision  by  personal  in- 
(rrpontion.    At  this  time  I  remaHced  to  Mr.  Whitney, 
"thit  a  question  would  arise  as  to  the  disposition  of  his 
Jl'isver,  and  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  retire;  whjch 
fte  did.   After  Mr.  Whitney  retired,  Mr.  Peyton,  who 
uid  been  very  much  excited,  became  more  tranquil;  ex- 
P^oed  hit  regret  for  the  occurrence;  urged,  in  extenu- 
I'tOA,  (he  insult  which  he  had  received  in  the  answer  re- 
vered to,  and  the  contemptuous  look  and  scowl  with 
*hich  it  was  aeeompanied,  aa  the  cause  of  his  great  ex- 
dement, and  apologtaed  to. the  committee,  promising 
^t  thereafter  he  would  try  and  suppress  his  feelings, 
O'llcti  groasly  and  directly  insulted.     Mr.  Hamer  then 
■ubmiited  the  following  motion i 

"Ttiat  the  answer  to  the  15th  question  be  returned 
'^tlie  witness,  being  no  reply  to  the  interrogatory,  and 
'^^'^ectful  to  a  member  of  the  eommittee;"  which  was 
flotnimously  adopted.  Mr.  Wise  then  called  me  to  him, 
"^  the  wimiow,  and  remarked  that,  ••  in  Mr.  Peyton's 
P^etent  state  of  feeling,  it  would  not  do  to  permit  him 
^  Mr.  Whiiney  io  %o  out  of  the  room  together;  if 
^^■^Jdirl,  he  would  not  be  responsible  for  the  conse- 
<lueiieea;  that  it  would  be  best  to  call  back  the  witness, 
P^^it  Mr.  Peyton  to  ask  him  another  question,  which 
vottid  greatly  tend  to  tranquillize  him,  and  then  dia- 
«iu^e  the  wiinese,  without  tlie  committee's  adjourning. 
I  told  him  I  approved  of  the  plan;  that  there  was  some 
^nlinighed  business  before  the  committee,  which  I  would 
^'Ittp  when  Mr.  Whitney  was  discharged;  and  that  be 
^«it  tee  that  Mr.  Peyton  did  not  leave  the  room;  which 
^  promiaed  he  would  do.  The  witness  was  then  called 
>^  and  the  retolution  of  the  committee  read  to  bim. 


After  it  was  read,  he  said,  as  well  as  1  recollect,  '*lf  I 
have  been  disrespectful  to  the  committee,  I  regret  ir, 
and  apologize  for  it."  Mr.  Peyton  then  propounded  a 
quea'ion,  which  Mr.^  Whitney  answered  in  a  respectful 
manner,  and  was  discharged.  Aa  Mr.  Whitney  lef^  the 
room,  1  called  some  unfiniahed  business  to  the  attention 
of  the  committee,  which  detained  it  shout  ten  minutef, 
and  then  it  a^^jnurned.  In  this  narrative  T  ano  guided 
by  my  memory  alone.  I  have  given  the  clrcumstancea 
which  occurred,  and  the  language  which  was  employed, 
as  accurately  aa  a  treacherous  memory  will  permit,  t 
do  not  profess  entire  accuracy,  or  to  have  stated  all  that 
occurred. 

Second  question  by  Counsel.  Whst  was  Mr.  Whit* 
ney's  general  demeanor  as  a  witness  before  the  commit* 
tee;  was  any  indecorum  or  disrespect  on  his  part  to- 
wards the  committee,  or  any  member  of  it,  observed  or 
complained  of,  or  in  any  manner  censused  by  the  com« 
mitteef 

Answer.  Mr.  Whitney's  general  personal  demeanor 
before  the  committee,  so  far  as  it  came  under  my  obser- 
vation, was  unexceptionable.  The  answer  referre<l  to 
by  Mr.  Martin,  taken  in  connexion  with  snme  preceding 
answers,  1  thought  not  respectful  to  the  committee.  I 
concur  with  Mr.  MaHtn's  statement  upon  that  subject^ 
in  his  answer  to  the  interrogatory. 

Third  question  by  Counsel.  Please  state  whether  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Whitney,  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
unhappy  scene  in  question,  was  or  was  not  cool,  collect- 
ed, and  forbearing;  whether  he  did  or  did  not  manifeat, 
by  word,  deed,  or  gesture,  and  by  what  word,  deed,  or 
gesture,  any  disposition  to  assault  Mr.  Peyton.  Please 
describe  such  circumstances  of  his  posture  and  manner 
as  imiy  go  to  show  whether  he  meditated  assault  or 
stood  on  the  defensive  merely. 

Answer.  The  conduct  of  Mr.  Whitney,  throughout 
the  occurrence,  so  far  as  T  obserred  it,  was  cool,  delib- 
erate, and  perhsps  forbearing.  1  do  not  remember  to 
have  seen  any  word,  deed,  or  gesture,  which  indicated 
a  design  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Whitney  to  commit  violence 
on  Mr.  Peyton.  As  to  Mr.  l^hitney's  posture,  I  caii 
ssy  no  more  than  that  it  was  erect,  and  hia  eyes  directed 
to  Mr.  Peyton  when  f  saw  him.  My  attention  was  prin- 
cipally directed  to  Mr.  Peyton. 

First  question  by  Mr.  CJALHOON,  of  Kentycky.  Did 
or  did  not  Mr.  Wise  endeavor  to  prevent  any  collision 
between  Mr.  Peyton  and  R.  M.Whitney,  by  atepping  in 
between  them,  and  laying  his  hands  upon  Mr.  Peyton, 
and  pushing  him  back  from  his  position. 

Answer.  I  have  stated,  in  my  answer  to  the  first  inter- 
rogatory, that  when  Mr.  Peyton  put  hia  hand  to  his 
bosom,  Mr.  Wise  immediately  seized  him  by  the  bosom; 
in  doing  so,  he  was  placed  between  Mr.  Peyton  and  Mr. 
Whitney. 

•  Second  question  by  Mr.  CALHOOK,  of  Kentucky. 
Bid  or  did  not  Mr.  Wise  privately  rt^qu^st  the  members 
of  the  committee  not  to  rite  untit  after  a  sufficient  time 
was  allowed  after  the  examination  of  R.  M.  Whitney 
was  closed  to  enable  him  (Whitney)  to  withdraw  from 
the  committee  room,  so  as  to  prevent  the  witness  and 
Mr.  Peyton  being  thrown  together,  without  the  pres- 
ehce  of  the  committee  to  restrain  them;  and  did  not  Mr. 
Wiite,  at  the  time,  declare  that  hia  object  was  to  prevent 
collision  between  the  pat  ties  f 

Answer.  1  have  also  stated,  in  the  same  answer,  that 
Mr.  Wise  did  request  me  to  aid  in  deiaining  the  com- 
mittee after  Mr.  Whitney  was  discharged,  to  prevent 
him  and  Mr.  Peyton  being  thrown  together  mit  of  the 
committee  room;  he  also  stated  to  me  that  he  made  the 
same  request  of  Mr.  Hamer,  and  perhaps  others. 
.  Third  question  by  Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky.  Did 
Mr.  Wise  do  more  than  denounce  the  insolence  of  R.  M. 
Whitney  to  tbe  committee f    Andy  io  aitempting  to  pa- 
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cify  Mr.  Peyton,  did  he  do  more  than  sty  to  him  that  R« 
M.  Whitney  was  not  worth  his  notice? 

Answer.  In  the  same  answer  I  have  also  stated  every 
thing  I  recollect  Mr.  Wise  to  haveeaid. 

Fourth  question  by  Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky. 
Did  or  did  not  Mr.  Wise  and  Mr.  Peyton  treat  R.  M. 
Whitney  with  perfect  respect,  in  his  examination  before 
the  committee,  both  before  and  after  the  difficulty  be- 
tween him  and  Mr.  Peyton  had  occurred;  and  did  not  his 
examination  occupy  much  time;  and  were  not  most  of 
the  questions  propounded  by  Mr.  Peyton  aHer  the  diffi- 
culty occurred? 

Answer.  The  personal  demeanor  of  Messrs.  Wise  and 
Peyton  towards  Mr.  Whitney,  so  far  ss  it  came  under 
my  observation,  during  his  whole  examination,  was  en- 
tirely respectful,  except  upon  this  occasiont  both  before 
and  after  this  occurrence.  Mr.  Whitney's  examination 
occupied  much  time. 

Fifih  question  by  Mr.  CAT.HOON,  of  Kentucky.  Had 
you  or  had  you  not  seen  Mr.  Whitney's  card  in  the 
Qlobe  of  the  5th  of  January  last?      ^ 

[This  card  is  given  in  Mr.  pMirlield's  testimony.] 

And  do  you  not  know  or  believe  that  Mr.  Peyton  had 
seen  said  card,  or  was  informed  of  its  contents?  And  did 
not  the  answer  to  the  question  which  preceded  the  diffi- 
culty involve  the  truth  of  the  charges  which  the  card 
of  Mr*  Whitney  pronounced  to  be  false,  and  for  the  ut- 
tering of  which  he  pronounced  Mr.  Peyton  a  calumnia- 
,  tor? 

Answer.  I  had  seen  Mr.  Whitney's  "card, ^' publish- 
ed in  the  Globe  of  the  5ih  of  January  last.  I  know  Mr. 
Peyton  had  seen  it,  because  1  had  heard  him  speak  of  it 
before  this  occurrence.  I  thought  the  reference  of  the 
answer  to  that  "card"  is  what £onstitu led  the  offensive 
character  of  the  answer.  Apart  from  the  card,  I  should 
not  have  thought  the  answer  of  itself  offensive. 

First  question  of  Mr.^INGERSOLL.  What  language 
did  R.  M.  Whitney  uselmmediately  before  the  interpo- 
sition of  Mr.  Peyton? 

Answer.  1  have  stated  in  my  answer  to  the  first  inter- 
rogatory all  that  I  heaid  Mr.  Whitney  say.  If  be  said 
any  thing  more  I  do  not  recollect  It. 

Second  question  by  Mr.  INGERSOLL.  What  lan- 
guage did  Mr.  R.  M.  Whitney  use  immediately  before 
the  witness  says  "  Mr.  Peyton  rose  and  addressed  the 
chairman?" 

Answer,  t  have  already  stated  all  that  I  heard  Mr. 
Whitney  say;  if  he  said  any  thing  more,  I  do  not  recol- 
lect it. 

Question  by  Mr.  BELL.  When  Mr.  Peyton  was  call- 
ed to  order  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  for  the 
first  remarks  mtde  by  him  in  reference  to  Mr.  Whitney, 
did  he  nut  take  his  seat,  and  continue  sitting  until  Mr. 
Whitney  rose  and  commenced  speaking? 

A*  swer.  When  I  first  called  Mr.  Peyton  to  order,  af- 
ter stating  that  he  appealed  to  me  to  aay  whether  he 
had  not  throughout  the  examination  treated  Mr.  Whit- 
ney as  a  gent  If  man,  he  took  bin  seat. 

Second  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  When  Mr.  Peyton 
rose  the  second  time,  did  he  advance  across  a  line  drawn 
from  his  chair  towards  the  fireplace,  cutting  him  off 
from  R.  M.  Whitney?  Could  you,  at  the  instant  of  time 
when  Mr.  Peyton  put  his  hand  to  his  bosom,  see  the 
right  hand  of  Mr.  Whitney?  If  yes,  was  it  not  thrust  in- 
to his  pocket,  with  the  left  foot  advanced? 

Answer.  When  Mr.  Peyton  rose  the  second  time,  he 
rose  from  the  seat  which  I  had  previously  occupied. 
He  did  advance  beyond  a  line  drawn  from  that  seat 
to  the  fireplace,  but  not  beyond  such  a  line  from  the 
seat  which  lie  had  previously  occupied.  At  the  instant 
i>f  lime  that  Mr.  Peyton  put  his  hand  to  his  bosom,  Mr. 
Wise,  in  gelling  to  Mr.  Peyton,  passed  between  me  and 
Mr.  Whitney.     1  also  icninediately  [got  between  Mr. 


Peyton  and  Mr.  Whitney,  with  my  eyes  upon  Mr.  Fey* 
ton,  ao  that  I  had  no  opportunitr  to  see  whether  Mr. 
Whitney  had  his  band  in  hia  pocket,  or  stood  with  one 
foot  advanced. 

Third  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  Did  you  occupy  a  po< 
sition  which  enabled  you  to  see  the  offensive  look  or 
scowl  of  the  witness,  R.  M.Whitney,  which  he  east  up* 
on  Mr.  Peyton,  if  any,  at  the  time  of  handing  hii  in- 
swer  to  the  chairman? 

Answer.  At  the  time  Mr.  Peyton  complained  of  the 
offensive  look  being  given,  my  bsck  was  turned  opon 
Mr.  Whitney,  and  my  eyes  directed  to  the  clerk.  I  did 
not  see  the  offensive  look.  I  heard  Mr.  Peyton  com- 
plain of  it  in  a  abort  time  after  the  difficulty  arose,  but 
cannot  fix  the  time  with  certainty. 

Fourth  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  Did  not  Mr.  Peyton 
complain  that  the  witness,  R.  M.  Whitney,  had  inMlted 
him  by  his  look  at  the  time? 

Answer.  I  have  already  stated  that  1  heard  Mr.  Pcf- 
ton  complain  that  Mr.  Whitney  had  given  him  an  offen- 
sive  look,  when  the  answer  which  gave  rise  to  the  diiB< 
culty  was  handed  to  me.  The  exact  fioie  Mr.  Peyton 
complained  I  do  not  remember. 

Fif>h  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  If  it  had  been  Mr.  Pey- 
ton's intention  to  draw  a  weapon  upon  Mr.  IVhiitiey, 
had  he  not  ample  time  to  do  ao? 

Answer.  Mr.  Peyton  had  an  opportunity,  when  be 
firat  rose,  to  have  drawn  a  Weapon,  and  have  oied  it, 
before  he  could  have  been  arrested.  He  wsi  about 
four  feet  off  Mr.  Whitney,  and  nearer  to  him  than  any 
member  of  the  committee. 

Sixth  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  What  number  of  inter- 
rogatories were  propounded  by  Mr.  Peyton  to  the  •»!• 
neas,  R.  M.  Whitney?  How  many  before  and  hov 
many  after  the  question  and  aniwer  which  gave  rite  to 
the  altercation  alluded  to?  Did  you  apprehend  danger 
of  insult  or  personal  violence  to  said  witness,  when  be 
reappeared  before  said  committee,  on  the  part  of  either 
Mr.  Wise  or  Mr.  Peyton?  State  whether  they,  and  eacS 
of  them,  did  not  treat  him  with  the  courtesy  due  a  wit- 
ness, as  well  af^er  aa  before  that  occurrence. 

Answer.  Mr.  Fairfield  has  correctly  stated  the  nun* 
her  of  questions  propounded,  both  before  and  after  tliti 
occurrence,  during  which  time  Mr.  Wise  and  Mr.  Pey* 
ton  were  entirely  reapectful  in  their  demeanor  to  ^Ir- 
Whitney.  I  at  nn  lime  apprehended  an  insult  or  V"'*- 
lence,  except  on  the  oocasion  now  under  investigation, 
either  before  or  after. 

Seventh  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  Was  there  not  a  rule 
of  the  committee  that  all  questions  should  be  reduci^dto 
writing,  and  propounded  through  the  chairman  to  wit- 
ness, if  not  objected  to  by  a  member  of  the  comtnttteet 
and  that  all  answers  of  witness  should  be  returned  m 
writing  through  the  same  channel'  And  ww  it  not  re- 
marked by  Mr.  Peyton,  that  the  witness  mustsnawtrin 
writing,  and  that  he  ahould  not  addreas  the  committee 
in  any  other  way  ?  .^ 

Answer.  There  was  such  a  rule,  and  Mr.  Peyton  did 
say  the  witness  must  answer  in  writing.  . . 

Eighth  question  of  Mr.  BELL.  Had  or  had  not  nid 
witness  refused  to  answer  several  questions  put  to  hub 
by  Mr.  Peyton,  before  the  one  above  alluded  to,  chAr- 
acteriziiig  them  as  inquisitorial*  which  questions  m^ 
been  decided  by  the  committee  aa  proper  to  be  pro* 
pounded  ?  .  . 

Answer.  The  journal  of  the  committee  ahowi  twj 
fact.  The  questions  which  were  propounded,  «» 
which  Mr.  Whitney  declined  answering,  are  all  re- 
corded. , 

Firat  qu?stion  by  Committee.  Was  or  was  not  the  oe* 
portment  of  Mr.  Peyton  that  of  a  man  who  did  not  in- 
tend to  make  an  attack,  but  desired  to  deter  snotne . 
and  mske  bin  detitt  from  insulting  rcmirk  and  conduct 
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Ansvfr.  I  hive  detailed  to  the  Houte  ft II  of  Mr.  Pey« 
toa'a  Unguage  and  deportment  upon  that  occasion, 
which  I  recollect)  I  do  not  know  what  Mr.  Peyton's  in')- 
lives  were,  and  am,  therefore,  unwilling  to  express  an 
opinion  concerning  them. 

Second  question  by  Committee.  What  «ras  the  ques* 
tion  put  to  Mr.  Whitneyt  and  bis  answer  thereto,  to 
vhich  you  refer  in  yo<ir  answer  to  the  first  interrogato« 
ry;  ind  «hst  was  the  vote  of  the  committee,  also  refer* 
ltd  to  by  you  in  your  answer  to  the  same  interrogatory  t 
intlviliyiHi  no«  set  them  forth,  to  be  received  in  con- 
nexion with,  and  as  part  of,  your  answer  to  said  inter* 
rogatory? 

Aitfwer.  I  have  incorporated  the  question,  answer, 
tad  rnalutiun,  referred  to,  in  my  answer  to  the  first  in- 
terrogatory. 

Queition  by  Ur.  BULL.  When  Mr.  Peyton  was  call- 
ed to  order  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  for  the 
first  reiDsrk  made  by  him  in  reference  to  Mr.  Whitney, 
did  he  not  take  his  seat,  and  continue  sitting  until  Mr. 
Whitney  rose  and  commenced  speaking? 

Aosver.  I  have  fully  answered  this  question  in  my 
iisver  to  the  first  interrogatory. 

Queition  b](,Mr.  BELL.  Did  you  occupy  a  position 
vhicb  enabled  you  to  see  the  oflTensive  look  or  scowl  of 
the  witne«§,  R.  M.  Whitney,  which  he<  cast  upon  Mr. 
Peyton,  if  any,  at  the  time  of  his  handing  his  answer  to' 
IbecbairiDsn' 

Aotver.  I  have  heretofore  stated  that  I  did  not. 

Queitionby  Mr.  BELL.  Did  not  Mr.  Peyton  complain 
that  (be  witness,  R.  M.  Whitney,  bad  insulted  htm  by 
iuilookattbetime? 

Answer.  I  have  heretofore  stated  that  I  beard  Mr. 
Peyton  make  ihia  complaint. 

Queition  by  Mr.  BELL.  Have  you,  or  any  other  per- 
Kms,  to  yuur  knowledge,  had  any  conversation  with  the 
aid  B.  II.  Whitney,  since  the  occurrence  in  the  com* 
vittee^  If  so,  did  he  inform  you  then  that  he  was 
iWmed,  and  that  his  fears  had  induced  him  to  take  the 
course  which  he  has  dune  in  this  matter?  State  all  he 
Bid  in  reUtion  to  hia  fears,  or  the  motives  which  induced 
^course  upon  this  occasion. 

Aosver.  I  have  bad  no  conversation  whatever  with 
Mr.  Whitney  upon  this  subject,  nor  does  it  come  with- 
in mykouwledge  that  any  oiber  person  has. 

Queiiion  by  Mr.  B  ELL.  Had  or  bad  not  said  witness, 
R*  U.  Wttitney,  refused  to  answer  several  Questions  put 
to  htm  by  Hr.  Peyton,  before  the  one  alluded  to,  cbar- 
tcterizio^  them  as  inquisitorial,  wlitch  questions  had 
^en  dectded  by  the  committee  as  proper  to  be  pro- 
I^oded? 

Aosver.  1  have  heretofore  referred  to  the  journal  uf 
^e  coQfflitter,  as  affirming  this  fact.  Some  of  the 
(I'leitioni  which  the  witness  refused  to  answer  were  de* 
^d  by  the  commUtee  to  be  proper^  others  were  pro* 
pauoied  withoui^objection  being  made,  leaving  the  wit- 
Besi  to  answer  or  object,  as  he  might  think  best. 

Queition  by  Mr.  PEYTON.  WDen  did  you  first  see 
^  written  statement  of  Mr.  Fairfield,  which  he  pre- 
i^Aiediothis  House,  in  answer  to  the  first  interrogatory 
propounded  to  hi'n,  or  the  substance  of  the  same? 

Aaiver.  In  the  committee  room,  on  the  morning 
ifteryouand  Mr.  Wise  made  your  statements  in  the 
Home. 

U'leition  by  the  Counsel.  Did  Mr.  Wise  at  any  time, 
"^  vheo  and  where,  atate  what  was  his  purpose  in 
C^Dg  around  the  table,  and  placing  himself  near  the  ac* 
^"^d,  II  aiatedin  >our  answer  to  the  first  interrogatory? 
''ycSf  wlut  did  he  say  was  his  purpose'  And  was  the 
I'uuDent  of  Mr.  Wise,  as  to  his  purpose  in  that  move- 
^(it,  before  or  after  the  accut^ed's  testimony  before 
^ecommiuee  had  been  closed? 

Aniwer.  I  do  not  remember  seeing  Mr.   Wise  go 
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sround  the  table  to  the  north  end  of  it.  1  remember  to 
have  aeen  him  there  a  second  or  two  before  he  seized 
hold  of  Mr.  Peyton.  I  did  not  hear  him  make  any  dec- 
laration of  his  purpose  that  nighti  his  personal  exertions 
that  night  were  to  prevent  violence.  The  declaration 
of  his  purpose,  as  stated  by  himself,  I  never  heard  until 
after  Mr.  Whitney's  card,  giving  an  account  of  the  trans- 
action, appeared.  I  heard  him  state  in  the  committee 
room  substantially  what  he  stated  in  the  House,  as  to  his 
purpose.  I  do  not  distinctly  recollect  his  language  up- 
on either  i>cca8ion.  I  understood  him  to  say,  upon  both 
occasions,  that  he  had  gone  around  the  table,  seeing  Mr. 
Whitney  with  his  right  hand  in  his  pocket;  and,  be- 
lieving him  to  be  armed  with  a  deadly  weapon,  be  in- 
tended to  watch  him,  and  if  he  drew,  or  attempted  to 
draw,  a  weapon,  so  that  the  life  uf  his  friend  was  en- 
dangered, that  Mr.  Whitney  ahould  have  died.  In  the 
House  he  said  be  wished  not  to  be  misundertitood  or  to 
be  misrepresented!  that  if  Mr.  Whitney  had  drawn  a 
weapon,  it  never  should  have  done  its  execution. 

Question  by  Mr.  BELL.  Do  the  accompanying  inter- 
rogatories and  answers  contain  all  the  evidence  given  by 
Chief  Justice  Taney,  under  the  amhority  of  the  select 
committee  of  which  you  are  chairman?  And  is  not  the 
copy  of  a  letter,  purporting  to  be  from  Chief  Justice 
Taney  to  Reverdy  Johnson,  Esq-,  herewith  furnished,  a 
copy  of  a  letter  given  in  evidence  by  said  Johnson? 

Interrogatories  propounded  to  Chief  Justice  TSmey, 

1.  In  the  letter  of  U.  M.  Whitney  to  Mr.  William  J. 
Duane,  then  Secretary  of  the  Tr}*asury,  bearing  date 
15th  June,  1833,  applying  to  be  appointed  agent  of  the 
Department,  or  of  the  deposite  banks,  when  the  public 
money  should  be  removed  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Stateii  he  makes  the  following  atatement,  to  wit:  **| 
have  never  spoken  to  the  President  upon  this  subject; 
but  circumstances  lead  me  to  think  that  I  should  not  be 
otherwise  than  perfectly  acceptable  to  him.  The  only 
persons  to  whom  1  have  mentioned  the  subject,  connect* 
ed  with  Government,  are  Messrs.  Taney  and  Ken* 
dalU  to  the  former  gentleman. a  week  since,  at  Balti- 
more, who  repUed  in  these  words:  *  I  have  always  un- 
derstood, and  taken  it  for  granted,  that  you  were  to 
have  the  situation  when  it  is  created.' "  I  wish  you  to 
state  whether  the  above  extract  from  said  Whitney's  let- 
ter is  true,  so  far  as  relates  to  yourself. 

2.  Did  you  give  said  li.  M.  Whitney  a  letter  of  recom- 
mendation, or  did  you  in  any  manner  countenance  ur 
encourage  him  in  applying  for  the  agency  referred  to, 
or  did  yuu  refuse  to  recommend  or  countenance  him  in 
that  capacity,  while  you  were  st  the  head  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department? 

3.  State  whether  you,  as  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
approved  or  disapproved  the  plan  or  scheme,  as  set 
forth  in  letter  exhibit  A.  Woodbury's  report.  What 
parr,  if  any,  did  li.  M.  Whitney  take  in  the  success  of 
that  measure?  Who  originated  it,  so  far  as  you  know, 
and  it  would  be  proper  for  you  to  state'  Did  or  did  not 
Mr.  Amos  Kendall  know  of  the  existence  of  that  project 
while  he  was  acting  as  the  agent  of  the  Treasury  in  the 
summer  of  1833  ?  Did  he  approve  or  disapprove  of  the 
same,  so  far  as  you  know  ? 

4.  Did  you  or  did  you  not  oppose  the  application 
made  by  Mr.  R.  M.  Whitney  to  the  Union  Bank,  or  de- 
posite bank  at  Baltimore,  to  join  other  banks  in  recom- 
mending him  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaiury  for  the 
station  referred  tu  in  exhibit  A  of  Woodbury's  report? 

5.  State  what  you  know  under  the  following  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

'*  Resolved^  That  a  committee  of  nine  members  be  ap- 
pointed, whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  inquire  whether  the 
several  banks  employed  for  the  deposite  of  the  public 
money  hare  all,  or  any  of  them,  by  joint  or  several  con- 
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traict,  employed  tn  agent,  to  reside  at  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment, to  transact  their  business  with  the  Treasury  De- 
partment;  what  is  the  character  of  the  business  which 
he  is  so  employed  to  transactj  and  what  compensation 
he  receives;  .whether  said  -agfent,  if  there  be  one,  has 
been  employed  at  the  request  or  through  the  procure- 
ment of  the  Treasury  Department;  whether  the  business 
of  the  Treasury  Department  with  said  banks  is  conducted 
through  said  agent;  and  whether,  in  the  transaction  of 
any  business  confided  to  said  agent,  he  receives  any  com- 
pensation from  the  Treasury  Department;  and  that  said 
committee  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

Answer  of  B,  B.  Thney  to  the  inierrogatoriea  propounded 

to  him, 

1 .  To  the  first  interrogatory  I  answer,  that  the  state- 
ment in  relation  to  myself,  in  the  extract  given  in  this 
interrogatory  from  the  letter  of  R.  M.  Whitney  to  W. 
J.  Duane,  of  June  15,  1833,  is  not  correct.  I  recollect 
very  well  that,  in  the  spring  of  that  year,  while  the  sub- 
ject of  removing  the  deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  was  under  consideration,  doubts  were 
suggested  'whether  the  State  banks  would  not  be  found 
incompetent  to  discharge  the  duties  of  fiscal  agents,  and 
to  meet  the  necessities  of  commerce  in  the  business  of 
domestic  exchange,  by  reason  of  their  want  of  acquaint- 
ance with  the  ordinary  operations  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, in  the  transfer  and  disbursements  of  the  pub- 
lic money,  and  from  the  want  of  arrangement  with  one 
another,  so  as  to  accommodate  the  Government  and  the 
public;  and  that  I  then  entertained  and  of\en  expressed 
the  opinion  that  the  inconveniences  would  ^very  prob- 
ably be  felt  by  the  State  bankf^,  especially  in  the  com- 
mencement of  the  business,  but  that  they  would  be  sur- 
mounted if  the  banks  would  choose  to  appoint  an  agent 
or  sg^nts,  to  reside  at  Washington,  to  communicate  to 
them,  from  time  to  time,  such  information  as  they  might 
stand  in  need  of;  and  that  I  thought  that  the  banks  which 
might  be  selected  as  depositories,  where  large  amounts 
of  revenue  were  collected,  and  which  would  have  large 
transfers  and  disbursements  to  make,  would  probably 
finfl  it  for  their  interest  to  have  such  an  agent. 

In  conversing  with  the  said  Whitney,  about  the  time 
above  stated,  upon  this  subject,  he  mentioned  that  he 
would  like  to  be  the  agent  for  the  banks,  and  that  he 
thought  he  could  make  himself  useful  to  them. 

In  reply,  1  stated  that,  from  his  knowledge  of  banks 
and  exchange,  I  believed  he  would  be  able  to  render 
them  valuable  services;  and  that,  from  bis  qualifications, 
he  might  succeed  in  obtaining  the  appointment  he^poke 
of,  if  the  banks  should  find  it  necessary  to  have  such  an 
ag^nt.  This,  I  presume,  is  the  conversation  referred  to 
in  the  letter  of  the  said  Whitney,  mentioned  in  this  inter- 
rogatory.  It  was,  in  substance,  what  1  have  above 
atated,  and  nothing  more;  and  the  statement  in  that  let- 
ter is  incorrect,  and  conveys  the  idea  that  1  had  in  some 
wsy  understood  that  such  an  agency  was  to  be  created 
by  the  Government,  or  required  of  the  banks,  and  that 
said  Whitney  was  to  have  it.  I  never  heard  or  under- 
stood any  such  thing;  and  neither  intended  nor  expected 
that  the  remarks  made  by  me,  in  this  ca&ual  conversa- 
tion, were  to  be  used  or  repeated  by  said  Whitney  for 
the  purpose  of  promoting  the  wishes  he  had  expressed. 
The  use  of  my  name  in  the  letter  referred  to  was  with- 
out my  knowledge  or  approbation.  I  was  at  that  time 
the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  and  certainly 
did  not  mean  to  advise  such  an  appointment,  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive or  the  Treasury  Department,  as  is  said  in  this 
interrogatory  to  have  been  suggested  in  the  letter,  nor  to 
interfere,  by  advice  or  otherwise*  with  the  deposite 
banks  which  the  then  Secretary  might  select,  if  he  deter- 
mined on  the  removal  of  the  deposites. 

3.  To  the  second  interrogatory  t  answer,  that  while  I 


was  at  the  bead  of  the  Treasury  Department  1  never 
gave  the  said  IVI^i^n^X  *  letter  of  recommendation,  nor 
in  any  manner  countenanced  or  encouraged  him  in  ap- 
plying for  the  agency  referred  to.  I  do  not  recollect 
that  he  ever  applied  to  me  to  recommend  him  in  snj 
such  spplication  to  the  banks,  or  to  any  one  else,  or  to 
oountenance  him  in  that  capacity,  except  as  contained 
in  my  answer  to  the  third  interrogatory. 

3.  To  the  third  interrogatory  I  answer,  that  the  paper 
marked  A,  in  the  Secretary's  report,  was  presented  to 
me  by  the  said  Whitney,  who  solicited  at  the  same  time 
the  appointment  mentioned.     I  refused  the  applicalior, 
upon  the  ground  that  it  contemplated  an  appointment 
by  the  Department  which  the  Executive  bad  no  right  to 
make;  and  so  informed  him  as  soon  as  I  looked  at  the 
paper.  Disapproving  the  plan  or  scheme  on  this  ground, 
I  bestowed  no  thought  on  what  be  called  in  that  paper 
••  preliminary  observations,"  which  I  read  over  very  has- 
tily.    I  know  of  no  part  that  the  Said  Whitney  took  in 
the  said  measure,  farther  than  that  he  brought  the  paper 
to  me,  and  solicited  the  appointment  as  above  stated; 
and  had,  as  I  was  informed,  applied  to  the  banks  for  this 
recommendation.     And,  as  to  the  part  of  the  interroga- 
tory which  relates  to  Amos  Kendall,  I  beg  leave,  respect- 
fully, to  refer  the  committee  to  the  instructions  given  lo 

Jiim  while  W.  J.  Duane  was  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  to  the  report  afterwards  made  by  Amoa  Kendall  lo 
the  Department;  all  of  which  are  on  the  public  files 
and  were,  1  think,  communicated  to  the  Senate,  and 
printed,  when  I  was  in  the  Depmrtment.     1  have  never 
seen  these  papers  since  I  left  the  Treasury,  and  it  is  im- 
possible for  me  to  speak  of  their  contents  from  memory. 
If  any  such  plan  ss  that  described  in  the  paper  A  wts 
then  in  existence,  and  known  to  Amoa  Kendall  while 
acting  as  agent  of  the  Treasury,  it  will,  1  presume,  sp^ 
pear  in  these  public  papers;  and  I  know  off  no  plans  or^ 
this  subject,  then  in  existence,  or  known  to  yim,  beyond 
what  are  disclosed  in  the  instruction*  given  to  him  bj 
the  Treasury  Department,  and  his  official  report  to  the 
Department,  before  referred  to. 

4.  To  the  fourth  interrogatory  I  ancwer,  that  whej 
the  application  of  the  said  Whitney  to  the  depostte  bsni 
in  Bsltimore,  to  join  in  the  recoanmendation  marked  A 
was  pending  berore  the  bank,  and  some  days  before  i 
was  presented  to  me  by  said  Whitney,  I  received  a  pH 
vate  letter  from  an  officer  of  the  bank,  informing  me  ^ 
the  application  by  said  Whitney,  and  requesting  to  knot 
whether  it  was  done  by  him  with  my  knowledge  si^ 
concurrence.  I  answered  the  letter,  saying  that  I  hi 
no  knowledge  of  the  application,  and  had  given  it  n 
countenance  or  encouragement^  and  that  I  had  no  inlel 
tion  of  appointing  an  agent.  It  is  more  than  three  >ea 
since  this  letter  was  written.  I  kept  no  copy  of  it,  ai 
speak  of  its  contents  from  memory;  but  I  believe  tl 
above  was  the  sub&tance  of  its  contents.  Unless  siicll 
letter  be  deemed  opposition  to  the  recommendation  I 
the  bank,  I  made  none.  It  was  not  intend<:d  as  opp^i 
tion,  but  as  an  answer  to  inquiry;  for  it  was  per  feci 
indifferent  to  me  whether  the  bank  joined  in  reco 
mendation  or  not,  as  that  circumstance  would  not  hi 
changed  the  decision,  nor  have  produced  any  diffic 

ly- 

5.  To  the  last  and  general  interrogatory  \  answ 
that  while  I  was  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  none  of 
deposite  banks  ever  had,  to  my  knowledge,  any  ag 
residinfr  at  the  seat  of  Government.  1  never  understo 
in  any  way,  or  supposed,  that  any  of  them  had  any  si 
agent.  All  their  business  with  the  Department  ' 
transacted  by  letters  from  their  own  officers,  directe 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  or  by  sending,  as  s< 
of  them  occasionally  did,  their  own  officers  to  Wash 
ton,  to  have  personal  interviews  with  the  Secretary 
have  no  knowledge,  therefore,  of  the  matters  mcntitj 
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Ca$e  of  B.  M.  Whitney. 


[H.  OF  R. 


in  the  reiolation,  bat  what  it  derived  from  bearMjr  and 

public  rofDor.  . 

Copjr  flf  BCr.  Tuiejr^  leuer  referred  to  in  answer  fouitfa. 

"[PrivaU.]  WisHiiroTOir,  Oct.  22,  1833. 

*'  Mr  Dkab'Sib:  I  have  only  a  moment  to  lay  to  you 
that  Whitney's  proposition  is  entirely  unauthorized  by 
oe,  and  that  I  have  no  concern  whatever  with  it}  and» 
moreover,  if  all  the  selected  banks  were  to  recommend 
is  I  would  not  appoint  such  an  agent  at  this  time,  nor 
uotil  I  have  more  time  to  examine  into  its  propriety: 
certainly  there  will  be  none  uotil  Congress  decide  what 
roe&suresare  to  follow  the  removal  of  the  depositesi  and 
if  one  ibould  even  be  selected,  I  am  not  commiited  to 
tppoiDt  Mr.  Whitney.  I  am  perfectly  at  large  for  a  sc- 
lectJoD. 

••  Very  truly,  yours, 

"R.  B,  TANEY. 

"[Address  private.]    Thos.  Elucott,  Esq., 

BaUimart.'* 

[cOPT.] 

"[PnWe.]  Wasbthotov,  Ott,  24,  1833. 

*'Mt  Dba*  Sib:  Although  the  time  for  closing  the 
mill  is  almost  at  hand,  1  hope  I  have  yet  time  to  thank 
jou  for  your  friendly  letter,  and  to  assure  3^u  that  I  per- 
fectly ai^ree  with  you  in  the  opinions  you  express  about 
the  reported  appointment.  My  private  letter  to  Mr.  El- 
licott  his,  I  hope,  been  shown  to  you,  and  will  remove 
any  suspicion  that  1  could  have  countenanced  the  plan. 
In  the  first  place,  there  it  no  law  authorizing  the  estab- 
inhinent  of  such  a  bureau  i  and  it  would  be  the  {grossest 
tod  most  indeFenatble  usurpation  of  power  if  f  presumed 
to  mike  such  an  appointment.  I  never  for  a  moment 
bife  dreamed  of  committinf^  such  a  folly.  Yet  the  im- 
posngformof  the  papers  given  to  Mr.  Ellieott,  coupled 
vnh  the  publication  in  the  Standard,  was  well  calculated 
to  create  the  Apprehension  th«t  I  was  participating  in 
tlui  wild  scheme.  But  if  I  had  authority,  even  by  act  of 
Con|p>ess,  (and  nothing  short  of  an  act  of  Congress  would 
uthofize  it,)  to  eatabiish  such  a  bureau  in  my  Depart- 
<ncnt,  rest  assured  it  would  not  be  given  to  the  person 
)<ni  name.  I  believe  be  has  been  much  wronged;  but 
)t  it  one  of  my  fixed  theories  in  politics  that  a  man  must 
>^ot  only  be  qualified  for  the  office  he  fills,  but  the  pub- 
^  vho  have  an  interest  in  it,  must  be  satisfied  or  his 
fitness,  or  st  least  most  not  have  made  up  their  minds 
igtinst  him;  and  whatever  may  be  the  qualities  of  the 
P«fson  in  question,  his  appointment  to  that  office  would, 
uniier  existing  circumstances,  be  received,  I  am  sure, 
vith  one  .general  universal  feeling  of  disapprobation,  by 
Jfendi  ind  foes;  and,  rely  on  it,  I  urill  never  mortify  my 
friends  by  such  a  usurpation  of  power,  nor  by  such  an 
■"judicious  appointment,  where  1  have  a  lawful  right  to 
^11  an  ofiice.  The  whole  proceeding  has  been  the  indis- 
^f^t  ict  of  the  party  himself,  and  wholly  unauthorized 
^)  me. 

'^\gain  thanking  you  for  your  kind  letter,  I  am,  very 
tnily,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

"R.  ti.  Ti^NEY. 

"ToRtviBDT  JoHKSoir,  Esq." 

Answer  by  Mr.  GARLAND.  The  paper  read,  I  be« 
^e  to  be  a  true  copy  of  ihe  evidence  of  the  honorable 
B-  B.  Taney,  recorded  4n  the  journal  of  the  committee. 
«Kh  a  letter  haa  been  filed  to-day  with  the  evidence  of 
V.  Reverdy  Jobnaon,  as  I  am  informed.  The  copy  read 
a  in  the  handwriting  of  the  olerk  of  the  committee,  and 
1  presunie  ia  a  true  copy  of  the  letter  filed. 

QiiestkHi  by  the  Counsel.  Waa  the  accused  in  any  way 

^prized  of  the  intention  of  the  committee  to  examine 

i  ^^l  Just.ce  Taney,  or  Mr.  Ellieott,  or  Mr.  Johnson, 

•0  any  mittera  touching  his  credit  or  character;  and  was 

^  present,  or  notified  to  be  present,  at  their  examina- 


tion, or  informed  of  the  interrogatories  to  be  submitted 
to  ihem,  or  of  their  answers? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  Mr.  Whitney  was  appri- 
zed of  the  intention  of  the  committee  to  examine  Judge 
Taney,  Mr.  EHicoit,  or  Mr.  Johnson,  or  upon  which 
points  they  were  to  be  examined  i  nor  was  be  present 
when  they  were  examined,  or  notified  to  be  present;  nor 
was  he  informed,  within  my  knowledge,  of  the  ihterrog* 
atories  propounded  or  answers  given.  Judge  Taney  was 
not  examined  in  presence  of  the  committee,  nor  was  Mr. 
Johnson  examined  until  to-day. 

Question  by  the  Qounsel.  Vf^A  the  accused  informed 
by  the  committee  that  they  meant  to  require  the  produc- 
tion of  the  private  lettera  written  to  Mr.  Ellieott  or  Mr. 
Johnson,  and  now  produced  by  the  committee;  and  waa 
he  informed  of  the  contents  of  the  said  letters;  and  was 
a  vote  of  the  committee  taken  as  to  the  requisition  of  the 
said  letters,  and  their  production;  and  were  the  writers  of 
these  lettera  apprized  that  they  were  to  be  required  or 
produced? 

Answer.  Mr.  Whitney  was  not  apprize^  by  the  com- 
mittee, within  my  knowledge,  that  the  production  of  the 
private  letters  was  required  of  Mr.  Ellieott  or  Mr.  John- 
son, nor  has  he  been  informed  of  the  contents  of  said 
letters.  These  particular  letters  were  never  required  by  < 
the  committee|\they  were  produced,  if  I  am  not  miata- 
ken,  under  a  general  requisition  of  the  committee  for  all 
correspondence  touching  the  subjects  of  inquiry  directed 
by  the  House.  I  do  not  recollect  any  vote  of  the  com- 
mittee as  to  these  identical  letters.  Mr.  Whitney  waa 
never  apprized,  within  my  knowledge,  that  these  lettera 
were  to  be  required.  I  do  not  recollect  that  he  ever 
asked  any  information  about  them,  or  that  the  committee 
ever  gave  him  any.  I  do  not  know  that  Judge  Taney 
was  apprized  that  these  lettera  bad  been  required  or 
produced. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  House  adjourn.  Prior 
to  its  being  put,  Mr.  Whitney  was  conducted  from  the 
bar  of  the  House,  as  before,  by  the  8ergeant-at-arms; 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 

MOBDAT,  FSBBUABT  20. 

The  reading  of  the  joamal  of  proceedings  of  Saturday 
occupied  upwards  of  an  hour;  after  which,  the  House 
resumed  the  investigation  of  the 

CASE  OF  R.   M.  WHITNEY. 

Question  by  Counsel.  Please  to  state  under  what  or- 
der or  requisition  the  private  lettera  were  called  for  by 
the  committee,  and  give  the  contents  of  such  order  or 
requisition.  And  when  the  lettera  were  preaented  to 
the  committee  by  the  witnesses,  waa  any  vote  or  opin- 
ion taken  or  expressed  by  the  committee  as  to  the  use  of 
the  said  letters;  and  was  the  writer  of  these  letters,  when 
under  examination  by  the  committee,  apprized  by  the 
committee  that  his  private  letters  relating  to  the  subject 
aa  to  which  be  was  under  examination  would  be,  or  bad 
been,  required  by  the  committee;  or  waa  the  accused 
apprized  of  the  order  or  requisition  under  which  said 
private  lettera  were  called  for? 

Anawer.  On  the  SOth  day  of  January,  a  aeries  of  tn« 
terrogatories^  to  be  propounded  to  different  witnesses  at 
a  diaUnoe,  whose  personal  attendance  it  waa  thought 
difficult  to  procure,  waa  agreed  upon  by  the  committee. 
This  series,  embracing  thirty-six  interrogatories,  will 
be  found  in  the  journal,  a  copy  of  which  accompanies 
this  answer,  in  these  words: 

[These  interrogatories  will  all  be  found  in  the  journal 
of  the  select  eommitteei  the  first  seven,  being  essential  to 
a  correct  understanding  of  this  part  of  the  case,  were  aa 
follows: 

Ist.  Copies  of  all  papers,  letters,  orders,  resolutions, 
or  memorandat  in  books  or  otberwiae,  going  to  show 
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that  the  banks  of  deposite  of  the  public  money,  of  which 
they,  respectively,  are  officerii,  have,  by  contract,  joint 
or  several,  employed  an  afc^nt  at  the  seat  of  Govern- 
n)ent  to  transact  their  business  with  the  Treasury  De- 
partment. 

3d.  Copies  of  alt  contracts  made  with  any  and  every 
*  such  sgent. 

3d.  Copies  of  all  the  correspondence  which  may  hav^ 
been  carried  on  between  said  banks,  or  any  of  their  offi- 
cers,  and  laid  agent  or  agents,  either  before  or«ince  the 
formation  of  contracts  with  the  T^ea^ury  Department, 
touching  the  deposites  of  the  public  money;  and,  also, 
copies  of  all  accepted  or  rejected  contracts  proposed  hy 
said  sgent  or  agents,  at  any  time. 

4th.  Copies  of  all  correspondence,  papers,  memoran- 
da, Sic,  tending  to  show  *'  the  characttr  of  the  business 
which  said  agent  or  agents  is  (or  are)  so  employed  to 
transact,"  whether  of  a  date  anterior  or  subsequent  to 
the  creation  of  such  agency  or  the  execution  of  said 
contracts. 

5th.  Copies  of  sll  correspondence,  books,  letters,  pa- 
pers, memoranda,  &c.,  going  to  show  the  amount  of  the 
compensation  of  said  agent  or  agents,  at  this  and  at  all 
antecedent  periods t  and  when,  bow,  and  by  whom  paid, 
'  and  for  what  services. 

6ih.  Copies  of  all  papers,  correspondence,  &c.,  going 
to  show  whether  said  agent  or  agents  has  or  have  been 
employed  at  the  request  or  through  the  procurement  of 
the  Treasury  Department,  or  any  officer  thereof. 

7th.  Copies  of  all  correspondence,  &c.,  calculated  to 
show  whether  said  sgent  or  agents  have  been  employed 
at  the  request,  or  through  tlie  procurement,  (idvice,  or 
consent,  of  the  Treasury  Department,  or  any  officer 
thereof.] 

A  copy  of  which  interrogatories  was  furnished  Mr.  John- 
son, among  others.  The  interrogatories  under  which 
I  suppose  he  ttiought  it  his  duty  to  produce  the  letter 
in  question  are  numbered  in  the  series  from  three  to 
seven,  inclusive.  I  find,  however,  on  examining  the  jour- 
nal of  the  committee,  that,  on  the  13th  instant,  the 
question  (a  .copy  of  which  Is  herewith  filed)  waa  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Peyton  to  be  propounded  to  the  witness, 
by  the  consent  of  the  committee,  one  member  objecting. 
This  intemtgatory  was  also  forwarded  to  Mr.  Johnson; 
he,  however,  did  not  transmit  any  answers  to  the  com- 
mittee; but,  on  Saturday  morning  last,  appeared  in  per- 
son to  give  bis  testimony.  At  the  time  he  announced 
himself,  the  committee  was  not  in  session,  but  the  mem- 
bers were  in  attendance  upon  the  House,  where  the 
present  examination  was  going  on.  I  told  Mr.  John- 
son that  the  committee  was  not  in  session,  and  could  not 
then  take  his  examinationi  but  I  would  try  to  get  them 
together,  and  take  his  examination  in  the  course  of  the 
day.  He  said  his  attendance  was  very  inconvenient, 
and  he  was  anxious  to  retire  as  speedily  as  he  could.  I 
then  conducted  him  into  the  committee  room,  placed 
before  him  the  resolution  of  the  House  organiaing  the 
committee,  and  directing  its  inquiries,  and  told  him  he 
could  do  as  many  other  witnesses  had  done-* write  out 
his  answers  to  the  interrogatories  which  had  been  pro- 
pounded* looking  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  as  his 
guide.  He  wrote  out  his  testimony,  which  was  left  with 
the  clerk  of  the  committee,  and  filed  the  letter  in  ques- 
tion with  it.  The  committee  was  not  in  session  at  any 
time  during  his  examination.  I  hsd  no  knowledge 
whatever  that  such  a  letter  was  in  existence,  until  I  was 
inlormed  that  Mr.  Johnson  had  filed  it.  1  have  no 
knowledge  that  any  member  informed  Mr.  Johnson 
whether  it  was  proper  or  not  to  produce  said  paper. 

Copy  of  addiiional  gueation  propounded  to  Mr,  jReverdy 
JoAnMun^  on  Monday^  February  13. 

••  37.  Did  R.  B.  Taney  give  R.  M.  Whitney  a  letter 


of  recommendation,  or  did  he  in  any  manner  counte- 
nance or  encourage  him  in  applying  for  the  agency  re- 
ferred  to,  or  did  •  he  refuse  to  recommend  or  counte- 
nance him  in  that  capacity,  while  he  was  at  the  head  of 
the  Treasury  Department^  Do  >ou  know  of  any  corre- 
spondei^ce  on-  the  subject,  of  Mr.  Taney,  withsny  one^ 
If  yea,  state  its  contents  or  file  copies  of  the  nmc. 
State  fully  all  you  may  know  on  that  subject." 

Question  by  the  Counsel.  Who  moved  the  retolutioo 
and  framed  the  interrogatories  mentioned  in  your  pre- 
ceding answer?  Among  such  Interrogatories,  (hsring 
reference  to  R.  M.  Whitney,)  is  not  the  S9th  in  these 
terms,  to  wit:  **29.  At  the  time  he  was  so  de»ignatrd, 
were  you  scqusinted  with  him  personallyi  and  was  he 
favorably  known  to  you  either  for  capacity  or  integrity?" 
Do  you  know  of  any  other  answers  being  returned  to 
said  interrogatory,  except  the  following,  extracted  from 
your  journal  by  your  clerk,  certified  by  him' 

'*W.  D.  Lewis's  answer  to  the  29th  interrogatory. 
With  Mr.  Whitney,  the  agent  employed  by  the  Girard 
Bank,  I  have  been  personally  acquainted  forsranyyeart; 
and  he  has  always  been  favorably  known  to  me  forct- 
pacity  and  integrity. 

*■  Thomas  C.  Rockhill's  (Girard  Bank)  answer  to  the 
29(h  interrogatory.  Deponent  has  known  him  for  abcut 
twenty  years;  has  transacted  a  great  deal  of  busiDeu 
with  him  for  years  back;  always  found  him  s  good  oier* 
chant,  correct  and  upright  in  his  transactions,  and  heii 
favorably  known  to  deponent,  both  for  capacity  ind  is* 
legriiy. 

**T.  M.  Bryan's  (Girard  Bank)  answer  to  theS9ib 
interrogatory.  Deponent  has  known  him  for  manyyetri, 
and  he  was  favorably  known  to  deponent,  both  for  ci* 
pacity  and  integrity. 

**  A  Stevenson's  (President  of  Moyanenting  Banl] 
answer  to  the  29th  interrogatory.  Deponent  knew  him 
well  when  he  resided  in  Philadelphia,  and  wss  fsvortbly 
known  to  deponent,  a«  a  gentleman  and  a  merchant,  both 
for  capacity  and  integrity. 

«<P.  Reilly's  (Moyamensing  Bank)  answer  to  the  28th 

interrogatory.  Deponent  was  acquainted  with  him  tome 
years  agO|  and  did  not  entertain  a  favorable  opinion  of 
him,  either  for  capacity  or  integrity.  He  would  not 
then  have  trusted  his  private  aflairs  with  him*  Thii 
opinion  was  founded  on  general  rumor»  which  might 
have  been  true  or  false,  and  not  upon  any  psriicuUr 
knowledge  of  deponent. 

••  R,  White's  (Manhattan  Company)  answer  to  29th 
interrogatory.  I  was  previously  acquainted  with  Mr. 
Whitney,  and  considered  him  well  qualified  for  the  ot* 
fice  of  agent  to  the  banks  at  Washington. 

«•  Mechsnics'  Bsnk,  New  York,  (29ih  interrogatory. ) 
At  the  time  Mr.  Whitney  was  aeleded  on  the  part  of 
this  bank,  I  was  not  acquainted  with  l<im  penoniilTj 
but,  from  the  impression  made  upon  us  for  capacity  aid 
qualifications  from  respectable  aources,  we  were  ol 
course  favorable  to  such  selection. 

•*The  Mechanics'  Bank  also  atatcs,  in  another  pltcCt 
(answer  14th.)  Mr.  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  bsvingbcen 
represented  to  us  as  a  person  of  great  experience  •"« 
practical  knowledge  of  finaneial  matters,  wss  iel«'«" 
by  the  Mechanics'  Bank  as  its  agent  or  correspondent  it 
the  seat  of  Government,  to  furniab  us  with  such  gmtrti 
information  in  regard  to  the  depoaite  banks,  dvme*(ic 
exchange,  &c.,  as  m>ght  be  deemed  official. 

•*  QpiixiTTXS  Room,  February  20, 1837. 
••  In  answer  to  the  call  of  Mr.  Whitney's  counie',  I 
have  examined  the  depositions  sent  by  the  d-fftP^J" 
bank*,  and  extracted  every  thing  I  can  find  relating  'o 
Mr.  Whitney's  character,  which  will  be  found  sbove. 

"SAMUEL  HAMILTON, 
Cierk  to  Ah,  0atUm^9  Cmmittt- 
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Mr.  GARLAND'S  answer.  The  teries  of  resututiont 
from  vhieh  th«  printed  interrogatories  referred  to  in 
my  hat  answer  were  produced,  were  proposed  by  Mr. 
Peyton;  the  smendments,  which  reduced  them  to^heir 
oltimite  form,  were  principally  offered  by  Mr.  Hamer. 
Tbe  interrogatory  of  tlie  13ih  of  the  present  month  was 
propoied  by  Mr.  Peyton  also.  The  20th  interrogatory 
of  (he  series  referred  to  is  correctly  quoted  in  the  ques- 
tion now  before  me.  I  do  not  know  that  any  answers  to 
bid  interrogatories  have  been  returned,  besides  those 
referred  to  in  the  question;  if  there  have  been,  t  do  not 
recollect  ibem. 

Qaetiion  by  Counsel,  (in  lubstance.)  Please  look  at 
the  ennination  of  David  Henshaw,  and  say  what  mem- 
ber or  members  of  the  committee  proposed  the  in ter- 
npXwy  to  which  said  Henshaw  returned  the  following 
lofver,  to  be  found  in  the  journal  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  Henshaw's  answer.  "  I  cannot  answer  forihe  offi- 
cers of  the  banks  who  recommended  Mr.  Whitney.  I 
vu  not  an  officer  in  any  bank  at  that  time.  1  had  my- 
K(f  known  Mr.  Whitney  for  some  time  previously;  and 
I  had  heard  him  favorably  spoken  of  by  those  who  had 
known  him  longer,  both  for  capacity  and  integrity.  So 
y^%  my  own  personal  knowledge  of  Mr.  Whitney  ex- 
lends,  it  is  fiivorable  to  his  character  for  capacity  and  in- 
tejfTity." 

[It  minfht  be  as  well  here  to  state  that,  on  reference  to 
tbe  journal,  it  appears  that  the  question  was  put  by  Mr. 
Frtov,  and  was  in  the  following  words:  **  Was  or 
VII  not  Mr.  R.  M.  Whitney,  at  the  time  the  letter  of 
recommendation  before  mentioned  by  you  was  laid  be-~ 
fore  the  board,  favorably  known  to  you,  and  the  offi- 
cer! of  that  bank,  as  a  gentleman  of  capacity  as  well  as 
iniegrity^  Or  did  the  board  take  the  evidence  furnished 
by  that  Utter  ss  satisfactory  on  both  these  points'**] 

Mr.  LOVE  objected  to  this  interrogatory.  He  had 
Bt  there  day  in  and  day  out,  while  this  inquiry  was  go- 
^  on,  endeavoring  to  prepare  himself  to  submit  to  any 
coune  which  the  learned  counsel  and  gentlemen  of  the 
Hoate  might  think  proper  to  adopt;  but  the  character 
^^^  Houte,  and  the  position  it  occupied  before  the 
Dttion,  required  tfaat  there  should  foe  some  grounds  for 
the  interrogatories  put  to  witnesses  by  the  counael. 
^hat  waa  the  question  now  proposed  to  be  put,  and 
vtitihidittodo  with  the  only  subject-matter  legitimate- 
ly before  the  House }  What  had  this  interrogatory  to  do 
vith  ihe  question  whether  Whitney  had  or  had  not  com- 
nittted  a  contempt  of  the  Housed  Wat  there  a  mem- 
ber in  that  House  who  did  not  aee  that  during  the  pre* 
^ing  part  of  to-day's  sitting,  and  a  great  part  of  Satur- 
%i  the  qaestion  whether  Whitney  had  committed  a 
^empt  had  been  utterly  and  in  toio  lost  sight  of;  and 
^»fj  were  proce«*ding  in  an  investigation  which,  if  not 
arrested  by  the  Hou«e,  would  consume  the  whole  of  the 
K'natnder  of  the  session?  Inquiries  were  now  making* 
iHX  only  M  to  what  had  occurred  before  the  ccimmittee 
^  *faich  the  alleged  contempt  had  been  offered,  but  as 
^  »hat  had  occurred  before  an  entirely  different  com- 
""ttee;  and  not  only  this,  but  the  learned  counsel  were 
"^  going  into  an  entirely  new  field  of  inquiry.  They 
*<re  not  content  with  bringing  to  light  all  the  impor- 
^nt  occurrences  which  had  transpired  before  the  com- 
"^ttee,  but  they  were  ffow  propounding  inquiries  to  as- 
ftnam  from  what  members  of  the  committee  certain  in- 
|^<)gaiories  had  been  propounded  to  witnesses  before 
7«  committee.  Now,  was  this  to  be  acquiesced  in  by 
2f  Houie?  He  would  inquire  whether  questions  of 
ut«iQrthad  anything  to  do  with  the  only  subject  be- 
'"^e  the  House,  namely:  whether  Whitney  had  or  had 
^  commuted  a  contempt  of  the  Houae.  He  would  call 
?POQ  the  learned  ciiunsel  to  state  to  the  House  the  ob- 
jectof  nitking  inquiries  of  this  kind;  and  if  there  was 
not  po^  im^  sufficient  reasons  for  propounding  the  in- 
^^^^^(ory,  Mr.  L.  mttft  protest  against  it. 


When  they  were  within  ten  days  of  the  end  of  the 
session,  and  in  fact  only  aiz  days  left  them  to  conclude 
all  the  immirtant  business  of  the  nation  yet  unacted  on^ 
e  trusted  this  case  would  not  be  spun  out  by  intro- 
ducing testimony  of  this  kind.  He  was  unwilling  to  sit 
there  any  longer  listening  to  an  examination,  by  way  of 
ascertaining  from  the  officers  of  certain  banks  the  par- 
ticulars as  to  the  character  of  Reuben  M.  Whitney;  and 
least  of  all,  to  hear  the  counsel  propound  interrogatories 
to  ascertain  what  particular  member  of  the  committee 
propounded  this  question  to  a  witness,  and  what  one 
propounded  that  question.  He  called  upon  all  gentle- 
men who  were  desirous  of  disposing  of  the  great  and 
important  measures  yet  before  the  House  to  come  for- 
ward and  arrest  this  new  and  irrelevant  course  of  pro- 
ceeding. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  counsel  for  the  accused,  was  understood 
to  remark  that  he  had  all  along  pursued  a  course  in- 
tended to  economize  the  time  of  the  House,  and  that 
this  interrogatory  might  have  been  responded  to  in  one 
twentieth  of  the  time  it  took  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  to  make  his  objections  to  it;  and  if  he  (Mr.  J.) 
were  to  argue  over  and  over  again  to  that  House  every 
time  a  question  was  objected  to,  he  should  have  on 
each  occaiion  to  reargue  the  merits  of  the  whole  case. 
All  that  he  should  then  say  was,  that  it  was  very  estra- 
ordinsry  that  after  a  witness  under  exsmination  had 
been  permitted,  without  the  whisper  of  an  objection 
from  any  quarter  of  the  House,  without  any  reflections 
or  strictures  on  the  part  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
who  made  so  vehement  an  objection  now,  to  answer  the 
very  question  that  showed  or  attempted  to  ahow  the  ac- 
cused in  an  unfavorable  light,  by  producing  the  letters 
of  Mr.  Taney  and  Mr.  Duane,  together  with  all  the 
questions  propounded  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Oaklakd]  on  Saturday,  Mr.  J.  thought  it  indeed 
extraordinary,  that  when  the  counsel  followed  the  ex- 
ample set  them  by  the  members  of  the  House,  and  sanc- 
tioned by  the  authority  of  the  House,  by  merely  bring- 
ing into  view  other  parts  of  the  sajpe  record,  it  should 
be  objected  to.  Waa  the  course  of  examination  which 
had  been  so  long  tolerated  by  the  House  to  stop  at  the 
very  point  where  the  prisoner  could  take  advantage  of 
\Xf  He  trusted  the  common  sense  of  justice  and  equity 
on  the  part  of  the  House  would  at  least  allow  the  aame 
latitude,  on  the  aame  points  of  testimony,  which  bad 
been  sanctioned  for  the  other  side. 

On  taking  the  quest  ton  by  tellers,  the  yeas  being  43, 
nays  49— mo  qtiorum — 

Mr.  Key,  by  leave,  withdrew  the  interrogatory,  and 
sent  a  request  to  the  Chair,  to  be  submitted  to  the 
House,  explaining  that  the  requeat  would  probably  su- 
persede the  necessity  of  the  interrogatory. 

The  CHAIR  ssid  it  would  not  be  in  order,  while  a 
witness  was  on  the  stand. 

Mr.  MERCER.  1  think  it  ought  to  be  read,  and  then 
the  House  might  judge  of  it. 

The  CHAIK  then  directed  it  to  be  read,  as  follows: 

'*The  counsel  for  the  accused  respectfully  ssk  that 
that  part  of  the  journal  of  the  committee  allowing  the 
evidence  of  David  Henshaw  be  now  read,  the  whole 
journal  being  decided  by  the  House  to  be  evidence  in 
this  case.'* 

No  action  was  tsken  on  this  request,  it  not  being  then 
in  order  to  consider  it. 

Mr.  Key  then  proposed  the  following  interrogstory  to 
the  witness: 

Question  by  Counsel.  After  the  signature  of  Mr.  R. 
Johnson  to  his>deposition,  there  appears  snother  answer 
to  another  interrogatory;  please  state  who  propounded 
that  interrogatory,  and  when  and  where.  State  your 
knowledge  fully;  also,  whether  such  interrogatory,  so 
propounded,  was  sathorized  by  the  committee,  or  by 
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you,  as  ehuirman;  and  produce  mid  interrogatory  ( itate, 
also,  whether  the  said  deposition  of  said  witness  is 
sworn  to. 

Mr.  LOVE  said,  if  he  understood  that  interrogatory, 
it  was  in  substance  the  same  as  the  other— of  the  same 
character  precisely.  He  therefore  objected  to  it,  and 
stated  his  reasons. 

Mr.  Speaker,  said  he,  the  subject  of  the  inquiry,  as  I  un- 
derstand the  interrogatory,  is  this:  what  member  of  the 
committee,  of  which  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginis,  now  upon  the  stand,  is  chairman,  propounded  cer- 
tain questions?  Now,  sir,  1  ask,  what  is  that  to  this  accused, 
or  to  his  counsel,  or  to  this  Housed  Whose  business  is  it  if 
improper  questions  have  been  put  by  that  committer,  or 
questions  so  improper,  by  any  members  of  it,  as  (hat  the 
member  or  members  so  putting  them  have  or  has  been 
guilty  of  corruption,  or  deemed  to  be  so,  and  their  or  his 
conduct  in  so  doing  a  fair  subject  of  inquiry }    If  this  be 
so,  then  let  complaints  be  preferred  here.  Let  there  be  a 
complaint  preferred  against    that  committee,   or  the 
members  or  member  of  it  who  have  or  has  been  guilty 
of  any  such  offence,  and  then  go  into  proof  that  he  or 
they  put  the  question.     But  what,  I  again  ask,  have  we 
now  to  do  with  the  fact  as  to  what  member  of  that  com- 
mittee propounded  certain  interrogatories  lo  any  wit- 
ness that  had  been  examined  by  it?  I  say,  Mr.  Speaker, 
what  has  that  fact  to  do  with  the  question  of  contempt 
of  Reuben  M.Whitney?  Whst  has  it  to  do  with  it?  How 
does  it  touch  it?  Under  what  pretext  can  it  be  brought 
to  bear  upon  the  case  of  Whitney  for  a  contempt  of  this 
House?    Admit  all  that  has  been  said  or  done  in  regard 
to  the  character  of  Whitney,  and  that  it  is  fsirly  put  in 
issue;  yet  what,  after  all  that,  under  heaven,  have  cer- 
tain questions,  and  which  member  of  the  committee  put 
those  questions,  to  do  with  the  issue  made,  or  sought  to 
he  made,  before   this  House?    1  say,  nothing  under 
heaven  I  and,  notwithstanding  counsel  say  it  takes  lon-< 
ger  to  oppose  these  questions  than  it  would  for  the  wit- 
ness to  answer  them,  that  is  no  reason  for  invalidating 
an  ul^ectiun  to  an  improper  question.*    They  may  pur- 
sue these  questions,  in  one  form  or  other,  till  the  last 
hour  of  the  session;  and  are  we  never  to  stop  it,  be- 
cause the  objections  made  occupy  more  of  the  time  of 
the  House  than  the  witness  would  in  answering  the  ques- 
tion? 1  trust,  Mr.  Speaker,  this  House  has  more  regard 
for  its  own  reputation.     Why,  sir,  I  say  it  unhesitating- 
ly, that  if  any  course  tsken  by  this  House  has  the  effect 
of  protracting  this  matter,  it  is  the  proceedings  already 
had,  and  which,  I  would  say,  were  it  in  order,  would 
disgrace  every  justice's  court  in  any  district  of  the  coun- 
try.    Sir,  I  will  not  sit  here  quietly,  without  raising  my 
voice  in  protesting  against  it. 

Mr.  Key  was  proceeding  to  reply,  when 

Mr.  WISE  rose,  and  asked  leave  to  report  some  mat- 
ters before  the  other  select  committee,  of  which  he  him- 
self was  chairman. 

The  CHAIR  said  it  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  WISE  merely  wished,  be  said,  to  hand  in  some 
extracts  from  the  journal  of  his  committee. 

The  CHAIR  repeated  that  it  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  WISE.     It  is  only  extracts,  sir. 

The  CHAIR.  It  can  only  be  done  by  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  House.  The  Chair  again  reminded  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  that  he  was  interposing  between 
the  right  of  the  counsel  for  the  accused  to  reply  to  the 
objection  made  to  bis  interrogatory . 

Mr.  WISE  again  pressed  his  motion,  but  it  was  ob- 
jected to. 

Mr.  Key  (one  of  the  counsel)  ttien  proceeded  to  reply 
to  Mr.  LovB.  It  appeared  to  him,  be  said,  that  ttie 
gentleman  from  New  York  did  not  recollect  what  had 
been  already  done  by  the  House «  but,  he  supposed,  a 
airople  statement  of  it  would  remove  the  gentleman  Vob- 
jection.  ' 


It  had,  then,  been  already  decided  by  the  House  that 
the  whole  journal  of  the  select  committee,  to  wVictt  the 
gentleman  had  referred,  was  in  evidence  in  this  cause. 
Every  deposition  taken  was  in  evidence,  and  every  part 
of  it.  Now,  if  thst  be  the  case— and  that  it  was  be  need 
only  appeal  to  the  proceedings  of  the  House— iti  votes, 
and  the  facts,  showing  that  on  Saturday  last,  under  that 
authority,  under  that  decision  of  the.  House,  tbe  whole 
journal  was  put  in  as  evidence,  and  various  parts  of  it 
called  for  and  read  by  the  Clerk;  for  instance,  that  por- 
tion containing  the  evidence  and  the  paper  produced 
by  Mr.  Reverdy  Johnson.    Mr.  K.  presumed,  thereFore, 
that  it  waa  undeniable  that  tbe  i^hole  of  Mr.  Johnson's 
deposition,  tsken  by  that  committee,  was  then  in  eil- 
dence  before  that  House.   Now,  if  that  be  the  case,  and 
he  had  shown  that  it  was  the  caae,  on  what  po8sil)le 
grounds  of  law  or  justice  could  the  objection  to  the  in- 
terrogatory then  made  be  sustained? 

Mr.  K.  said  they  wanted  to  know  if  that  deposition  was, 
in  whole  or  in  part,  properly  taken,  and  proper  testiino- 
ny  berore  the  Houset  if  that  leUer  had  been  duly  sworn 
to.  They  wanted  to  know  if  the  interrogatories  were 
all  put  by  the  authority  of  the  committee,  and  if  ibe 
answers  were  all  properly  delivered;  or  whether  inter- 
rogatories had  not  been  put  to  Mr.  Johnson,  which  ought 
never  to  have  been  put  to  him.  That  was  the  object  uF 
the  inquiry,  and  he  insisted  upon  their  right  to  pro- 
pound it. 

Mr.  PEYTON  here  interposed,  and  said  he  wished  lo 
set  the  learned  counsel  right  in  regard  to  the  f»cts  of 
that  case.  Mr.  Johnson  (be  said)  appeared  before  the 
committee;  but  there  waa  not  and  could  not  be  got  to- 
gether a  quorum  of  it  at  the  time  ttie  chairman  called  a; 
meeting.  Mr.  P.  was  directed  to  go  down  and  see  Mr. 
Johnson,  in  reference  to  his  evidence.  At  that  time,  th« 
counsel  for  the  accused  bad  already  propounded  inier^ 
rogatories  in  relation  to  it,  and  had  made  an  effort  la 
obtain  from  the  journal  every  answer  given  to  the  tweoi 
ty-ninth  interrogatory.  Mr.  Johnson  had  answered  all 
the  interrogatories  (as  the  crmmittee  supposed)  fuUyi 
and  put  his  name  to  the  paper  containing  them.  I 
first  told  him  (Mr.  P.  said)  that  I  would  ask  him  anotbet 
question;  but,  after  a  few  words,  I  then  suggested  ^ 
him,  what  he  himself  had  told  me,  ttiat  he  could  cosj 
sistently  tell  tbe  whole  truih,  and  could  append  a  furtbel 
answer  to  the  twenty-ninth  interrogatory,  already  pro 
pounded  to  and  answered  by  him.  Upon  that  sugges 
tion,  having  believed  that  he  had  not  fully  answered  »J 
iie  knew,  he  made  a  further  answer,  striking  out  hi 
name,  putting  the  further  answer  thereafter,  and  afie^ 
wards  re-signing  his  name,  as  an  anawer  to  that  wholj 
interrogatory. 

Now,  (continued  Mr.  P.,)  ^be  gentleman  would  I 
once  see  tbe  importance  of  that  interrogatory.  I(  was 
whether  the  accused  was  known  to  htm  favorably*  for  ii 
tegrity  as  well  as  cspacity.  Mr.  Jotj^son  knew»  fro^ 
information,  a  great  deal  more  upon  the  subject  of  tbi 
man's  integrity  and  character  than  what  he  had  alrea(^ 
stated,  viz:  he  had  understood  enough  to  enable  him  \ 
make  the  ststement  which  he  did  in  regard  to  that  \ni 
vidual's  association  with  blacklegs  and  gamblers  in  l^ 
city  of  Philadelphia.  1  (said  Mr.  P. )  considered  it  impoi 
tant;  Mr.  Reverdy  Johnson  considered  it  important;  bt 
1  asked  no  new  question,  because  the  committee  we) 
not  present.  This  answer  of  Mr.  Johnaon*  be  repestei 
was  given  to  the  twenty-ninth  interrogatory. 

Mr.  Key  had  no  sort  of  objection  to  the  explanatit 
made  by  the  gentleman;  but  still  (said  Mr.  K.)  we  ai 
brought  back  again  to  the  question^  wheU^er  or  not  i 
interrogatory  proposed  to  this  witness  be  a  compete 
one  or  not.  Now,  1  want  to  know,  sir,  if,  when  a  p^ 
of  a  deposition  that  was  read  before  the  House  on  & 
urday,  by  tbe  other  side,  as  evidence,   was  admittc 
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vbetber  I  ctnnot  make  mn  irtqairy  in  relation  to  it,  for 
tbe  parpose  of  ihowing  whether  that  very  deposition  was 
proper  or  not,  properly  taken  or  not;  showing*,  sir,  that 
(be  deposition  which  has  been  thus  read  before  the 
Hoaie  hai  never  been  sworn  to  at  all.  I  want  to  know 
fftether  I  shall  be  precluded  from  showing^,  as  I  shall 
be  able  to  show,  that  that  part  of  the  deposition  which 
foHows  the  deponent's  name  on  the  paper  is  sn  answer 
to  no  interrogatory,  or  at  least  in  answer  to  an  inadmis- 
able  interrogatory,  put  to  him  by  no  authority  whatever. 
}ivf,mortf  sir:  that  when  similsr  questions  were  at- 
tempted to  be  put  to  other  witnesses,  they  were  objected 
to  bj  the  committee.  How  can  the  House  object  to  this^ 
The  vliole  journal  is  in  evidence,  and  this  is  part  of  the 
journil;  and,  sir,  the  deposition  being  already  in  evi- 
dence, im  I  not  to  inquire  who  put  that  second  or  addi- 
tionil  interrogatory;  under  what  circumstances  the  an- 
rrertoit  was  taken;  or,  in  the  language  of  the  interrog- 
itory,  whether  any  part  of  that  deposition,  which  has 
been  reid  to  this  Houie  as  testimony,  is  testimony  at  alP 

Tbe  CHAIR  was  about  to  propound  the  question,  the 
crawel  for  the  accuaed  having  finiabed  his  reply,  when 

Mr.  PBYTO!^  again  interposed,  and  desired  to  mak^ 
I  foither  statement. 

The  CHAIK  Mid  he  would  ascertain  whether  it  was 
the  general  sense  of  the  House,  or  not,  that  the  gentle- 
nao  ifaoald  do  so. 

Mr.  PEYTON.  By  permission  of  the  House,  I  wilt 
five  the  bets,  which  will  satisfy  the  (Counsel  'that  be  is 
bJwring  under  misapprehension. 

Mr.  6H0LSON.  Mr.  Spesker,  I  must  object  to  any 
Mer  mierruptioft.  The  counsel  has  replied  to  the 
objections  raised  ag'ainst  his  interrogatory;  and,  under 
(be  order  of  the  House,  it  is  not  competent  for  any  gen- 
^leaan  to  speak  afterwards.  I  insist,  sir,  upon  the  ques- 
tion being  put. 

The  CHAIR  then  put  the  question,  whether  the  inter- 
Wory  should  be  propobnded;  when,  there  being  yess 
^1  Bays  36 — no  quorum— 

Mr.  GHOLSON  moved  a  call  of  the  House;  which  was 
K  vithoQt  a  division. 

Mr.  THOMSON,  of  Ohio,  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  question  of  putting  the  interrogatory;  but  there 
*««gi»n  no  quorum:  Yeas  25,  nays  95. 

Mr.  CAMBRELBNG  requested  the  Ghsir  to  ascertain 
ir  there  wu  a  quorum  within  the  hall. 

"^  CHAIR  had  no  doubt  of  it,  if  gentlemen  would 
conie  vitlmi  the  bar  and  vote. 

Mr.  GHOLSON   moved  an  adjournment,  and  asked 

i!^k  ^^*  *"^  ^^^'^  ^^  ^^^  motion,  stating  that  he  made 
•*n  motions  In  order  thst,  by  calling  over  the  r^ll,  it 
*?ht  bring  a  quorum. 

The  Home  refused  to  order  tbe  yeas  and  nays. 
ilta  ^W^LSON  withdrew  the  motion  to  adjourti;  and 
^  )'<•»  and  nays  having  been  ordered  on  the  ques- 
*««.  "Shall  this  interrogatory  be  put>"  the  question 
•»  so  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  112, 
'»)^43,MfoHows: 

Yws— Messrs.  Heman  Allen,  Be&le,  Bean,  Bcau- 
Jm;.  Bell,  Black,  Uockee,  Borden,  Brigg«,  Brown, 
»«w»anan.  Bunch,  Burns,  John  Calhoon,  William  B. 
^«houn,  Carter,  Casey.  George  Chambers,  John  Cham- 
«rs,  Chetwood,  N.  H.  Claibornf,  John  P.  H.  Clai- 
*w,  Cotes,  Corwin,  Cushman,  Darlington,  Dawson, 
"*"ny,  Doubleday,  Dunlap,  Evans,  Farlin,  Forester, 
r .«  »  J'rench,  GhoUon,  Granger,  Graves,  Grennell, 
^"«n,  J.  Hall,  H.  Hall,  Harlan,  Harper,  S.  S.  Harri- 
J"»  Hsynes,  Henderson,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hubley, 
""nfiBgton,  Huntsman,  tngersoll,  Jarvis,  Jenifer,  Jo- 
^h  Johnson,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones, 
j^r.junin  Jones,  Lane,  Lawler,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Joshua 
J^*  Luke  Lea,  Leonard,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Abijah  Mann, 
*'^  Msoo,  Moses  Mason,  Samson  Mason,   Maury,  Mc- 


Carty,  McKennan,  McKim,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Morgan, 
Page,  Parks,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Phelps,  Phillips,  Potts, 
Reed,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Richardson, 
Robertson,  Rogers,  Russell,  Seymour,  Shinn,  Sicklef, 
Slade,  Sioane,  Spangler,  Sprague,  Standefer,  Steele, 
Storer,  Sutherland,  Taliaferro,  Taylor,  John  Thomson, 
Toucey,  Waahington,  White,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey, 
Sherrod  Williams,  Yell— 112. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anthony,  Bailey,  Barton,  Bond,  Boon, 
Cambreleng,  Chapman,  Chapin,  Clark,  Cramer,  Deber- 
ry,  Dromgoole,  Bfner,  Grant  land,  Grayson,  Haley, 
Hawkins,  Herod,  Hoar,  HoU,  Howell,  Hunt,  William 
Jackson,  Gave  Johnson,  Kennon,  Love,  Loyall,  William 
Mason,  McKay,  McLene,  Montgomery,  Parker,  Pear- 
son, Pettigrew,  Rencher,  Schenck,  Shields,  Turrill, 
Vanderpoel,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Webater,  Lewis  Wil- 
liams— 43. 

So  the  House  decided  that  the  interrogatory  should 
be  put. 

Tbe  witness  then  returned  the  following:     * 

Answer.  I  bsve  not  read  Mr.  Johnson's  testimony,  and 
do  not  know  its  contents.  The  committee  was  not  in 
session  at  any  time  during  the  time  he  was  engaged  in 
atating  his  testimony,  and  of  course  did  not  authorize 
the  interrogatory  referred  to  by  Mr.  Jobnsoni  if  one 
waa  propounded  to  bim,  I  do  not  know  who  propound- 
ed the  interrogatory.  I  had  no  authority,  as  chairman, 
to  authorize  it,  and  did  not  do  so.  I  adminiatered  the 
usual  oath  to  Mr.  Johnson,  while  he  was  engaged  iu 
writing  hia  testimony. 

CroM-examinaiion  of  Jir.  Garland, 

Quesljpn  by  Mr.  BELL.  Did  not  Mr.  Peyton  suggest 
to  you  (We  propriety  of  calling  ihe  committee  together 
belore  Mr.  Johnson  should  be  discharged ^ 

Answer.  I  think  he  did,  but  it  was  difficult  to  get 
'them  together,  owing  to  the  examination  now  going  on; 
nor  did  I  think  it  necessary,  unleaa  new  interrogatories 
wefe  to  be  propounded. 

ii^ueation  by  Mr.  BELL.  Do  you  conclude,  upon  an  ex- 
amination of  the  testipnonv  of  Mr.  Johnson,  herewith 
furnished  for  your  inspection,  that  there  was  any  addi- 
tional interrogatory  propounded  to  him;  and  ia  it  not 
tbe  fact  that  his  attention  was  called  to  the  29th  inter- 
rogatory, by  being  asked  if  he  had  any  information  to 
give  under  that  interroptory^ 

Answer.  Upon  reading  Mr.  Johnson's  statement,  rc- 
ftrred  to  in  the  question,  I  find  the  following  psssage: 
**  Deponent  being  aaked  whether  he  has  any  krtowl- 
ege  or  infirmation  of  Mr.  Whitney'a  general  char- 
acter for  capacity  and  integrity,  as  asked  for  in  the 
29th  interrogatory,  at  any  time  subsequent  to  the 
date  to  which  such  interrogatory  applies,"  &c.  Wheth- 
er such  interrogatory  aa  he  states  was  propounded 
to  him,  I  do  not  know.  If  it  was,  1  did  not  hear 
it.  It  waa  hia  duty  to  have  answered  fully  the  29lh 
interrogatory;  and,  to  authorize  him  to  do  that,  no  new 
interrogatory  was  necessary.  How  far  a  new  interrog- 
atory waa  necessary  to  authorize  the  witness  to  answer 
the  29th  interrogatory,  embracing  a  period  of  time  sub- 
aequent  to  tbe  period  embraced  in  that  interrogatory, 
ia  matter  of  construction,  which  the  House  can  as  well 
determine  as  I  can.  I  do  not  recolect  whether  his  at- 
tention was  called  to  the  29th  interrogatoty  or  not,  for 
I  was  but  a  few  minutes  in  the  committee  roum  with 
bim,  while  be  was  stating  his  evidence. 

Question  by  Mr.  BKLL.  Were  not  numerous  inter- 
rogatories propounded  to  Mr.  Whitney  himself,  and  to 
other  persons,  with  his  knowledge,  which,  from  their  na- 
ture, were  well  calculated  to  inform  him  that  tbe  commit- 
tee were  proceeding  to  take  testimony  in  relation  to  the- 
mattera  alluded  to  in  the  evidence  given  by  Chief  Justice 
Taney  and  by  Mr.  Johnson;  and  bad  not  the  commit* 
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tee  come  to  an  iindentanding  amon^  themsel^ea,  infor- 
mally, that  it  would  be  proper  to  bear  any  witnesaeit  or 
otber  testimony^  furniabed  either  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treaaury  or  Mr.  Whitneyi  touching  any  nuffter  which 
might  be  in  evidence  against  them,  or  either  of  them? 

Answer.  The  journal  of  the  committee  eontaina  all 
tbe  interrogatoriea  propoaed,  whether  propounded  or 
not,  and  a  reference  to  them  will  beat  answer  tbia  quea- 
tion.  I  think  many  of  them  were  well  calculated  to  ap* 
prize  Mr.  Whitney  that  testimony  of  the  character  giv- 
en by  Judge  Taney  and  Mr.  Johnson  was  expected  to 
be  taken.  My  recollection  is,  that  every  member  of 
the  committee  expressed  his  unwillingness  to  receive 
any  explanatory  or  exculpatory  evidence  from  any  per- 
son who  might  be  implicated  in  tbe  course  of  the  inves- 
tigation. 

Mr,  FatrfiekTh  re^examintUion, 

Mr.  PEYTON  here  asked  leave  to  submit  a  question 
to  another  witness. 

I'he  CHAIR  said  it  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  PEYTON.   I  suppose  I  may  by  general  consent. 

The  CHAIR-cannot  put  it. 

Mr.  PEYTON.  Put  if  the  House  is  will'mg,  will  the 
Chair  object?     Docs  the  Chair  object? 

The  CHAIR  does  not  object,  but  he  cannot  put  it' 
without  the  general  assent  of  the  House. 

Mr.  THOMAS  suggested  that  the  best  course,  and  to 
obviate  all  difficulty,  would  be  for  (he  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  to  pass  his  interrogatory  to  the  committee 
and  the  counsel. 

Mr.  PEYTON  »aid  he  understood  that  one  of  the 
counsel  of  the  accused,  having  looked  at  the  question, 
was  perfectly  willing  that  Mr.  Fairfield  Bho^||i  take 
it  and  answer  it;  and  Mr.  P.  hoped  the  House  would  in- 
dulji^e  him. 

The  CHAIR  inquired  if  it  was  intended  to  supersede 
the  witness  up"n  the  stand. 

Mr.  PEYTON  replied  in  the  negative,  and- stated  that 
the  interrogatory  and  answer  could  lie  over  till  the  ottier 
witness  was  disposed  of. 

The  interrogatory  was  then  read,  as  follows: 

Question  by  Mr.  PEYTON,  fn  one  of  your  former 
answers  you  alluded  to  a  converaation  between  R.  M. 
Whitney  and  others,  in  your  preaenctr,  after  tbe  25th 
January)  I  wish  you  to  state,  in  explanation  of  said 
answer,  who  were  present  at  that  time,  to  Whom  said 
Whitney  made  the  remarks,  as  stated  in  your  answers^ 
where  it  was{  whethtr  in  the  night  or  daytime^ 
and  state  fully  all  that  was  said  by  said  Whitney,  or  oth- 
ers, upon  the  same  subject,  upon  that  occasion. 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD  took  the  question,  and  was  desired 
to  answer  it  after  the  examination  of  the  witness  then  on 
the  stand  was  closed. 

Mr,  GariaiuTs  examination  returned. 

Question  by  Counsel.  And  was  the  accused  or  his 
counsel  informed  that  Mr.  Johnson  was  here,  and  that 
he  was  about  to  give  evidence,  to  be  used  in  the  present 
case  ? 

Answer.  He  was  not,  within  my  knowlege. 

Question  by  Counsel.  Was  there,  at  any  tinve,  any 
communication  made  to  the  accused,  notifying  him 
that  he  might  be  present  at  tbe  taking  of,  or  in  any  oth- 
er way  informed  o^  the  testimony  that  had  been  taken, 
or  might  be  taken,  affecting  him  or  his  evidenced  Was 
not  a  resolution  to  that  effect  offered,  and  waa  it  not 
laid  on  the  tablej  and  never  afterwards  called  up?  Is 
not  that  the  resolution  at  psgea  137 -'8,  in  these  words, 
to  wit: 

**  RcBohed,  That  if  any  of  the  evidence  that  now  is, 
or  hereafter  shall  be,  before  this  committee,  shall  be 
deemed,  by  any  member  thereof,  to  criminate  the  offi- 
cial conduct  of  any  officer  of  the  Gorernment,  or  the  ^ 


private  character  of  any  such  officer,  or  otber  person,  { 
the  same  shall  not  be  publiahed  or  considered  as  evl-  , 
dence,  until  such  officer  or  person  shall  have  aa  eppor-  ^ 
tunily  to  rebut  or  explain  tbe  same;  and,  to  enable  biqi  | 
to  do  ao,  be  shall  be  notified  of  tbe  matter  objected  to, 
and  furnished  with  the  evidence  upon  which  the  objec- 
tion rests." 

Atiawer.  The  reaolution  referred  to  speaki  for  itself. 
The  original  reaolution  ia  truly  copied  in  tbe  printed 
journal  now  before  tbe  Uoose*  This  reaolution  hsi  not 
been  acted  upon.  Mr.  Whitney  never  receive^!,  withm 
my  knowlege,  any  such  notification  as  stated  in  the 
queationj  nor  do  I  recollect  that  be  ever  requested  the 
committee  to  give  him  any  auch.  \ 

.  Queation  by  Mr.  PEYTON.  In  tbe  propotilioa  sub.  , 
mitted  by  Mr.  Gillet,  to  which  reference  has  just  been 
made,  was  the  objection  to  the  aame  made  to  receiving  , 
any  explanatory  evidence,  either  oral  or  written,  from  ^ 
said  Whitney,  or  any  otber  persons  or  was  tbe  objec-  , 
tion  confined  to  excluding  all  evidence  to  be  taken,  , 
until  any  person  supposed  to  be  affected  was  heard,  as  | 
tending  to  exclude  a  large  portion  of  the  evidence  al- 
ready taken  f 

Answer.  I  have  heretofore  atated  that  I  understood  , 
every  member  of  tbe  committee  willing  to  receive  ex- 
6ulpatory  or  explanatory  evidence  from  any  person  im* 
plicated.  The  difficulty  with  some  members,  in  adopt* 
ing  the,  reaolution  proposed  by  Mr.  Gillet«  was,  that  it 
excluded  all  evidence  of  that  character,  until  the  person 
implicated  waa  notified  that  tt  waa  to  be  introduced.  I 
remember  a  discussion  among  the  members  of  the  com* 
mittee  upon  this,  as  a  legal  propoaition,  ao  far  as  it  pre- 
vailed in  the  courts  of  judicature. 

The  witness  [Mr.  Gabl^xd]  waa  then  dichargtd  frotB 
the  stsnd. 

He  examination  of  Mr.  Fairfidd  resumed* 

'  Mr.  FAIRFIELD  then  returned  an  anawer  (imbodied 
in  4he  following)  to  the  interrogatory  put  by  Mr.  Pfj- 
ton,  pending  the  examination  of  Mr.  Gerland^  v.h\cU 
having  been  read-— 

Mr.  PEYTON  aaid:  Mr.  Speaker,  he  has  not  answered 
aa  to  the  time  and  place. 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD.  It  waa  on  the  evening  (tbe  answer, 
I  believe,  states)  when  the  gentleman  made  bta  statement 
in  the  House;  and  It  waa  at  Mr.  Gillet'a  room. 

The  answer  waa  then  read  again,  and  the  witness  ask 
ed  to  have  it  returned  to  himi  which  jvaa  ordered. 

The  witness  then  returned  tbe  following  answer  til 
full:     . 

Answer.  As  I  have  before  stated,  I  was  not  preaent  it) 
the  lAuse  at  the  time  Mr.  Wiae  and  Mr.  Peyton  called 
up  the  case  of  the  occurrence  of  tbe  35tfa  of  Januar>'| 
and  made  their  atatements  reapectin^  it|  but,  on  the  ad 
journment  of  the  House,  1  waa  Informed  that  they  haj 
80  done,  and  that  Mr.  Wiae  had  called  upon  all  the  menj 
hers  of  the  committee  to  make  atatements  also.  \ 
occurred  to  me  that  it  would  be  well  to  reduce  to  writiri 
the  facts,  as  they  rested  in  my  recollection;  and  I  accord 
ingly  retired  to  my  chamber,  and  wrote  out  the  slat] 
ment,  which  is  in  substance  my  answer  to  the  firat  int^ 
rogatory,  without  conaultation  with  any  member  of  tt 
committee,  and  before  I  had  read  tlie  statements 
Messrs.  Wise  and  Peyton.  After  having  done  this.  I A 
a  natural  anxiety  to  aee  how  far  it  corresponded  with  t| 
recollection  of  other  members  of  tbe  committee;  and  1 
cordingly,  the  same  evening  or  tbe  next,  I  called  up 
Messrs.  Hamer,  Oillet,  and  Martin,  and  exhibited  to  th< 
my  statement.  1  waa  pleaaed  to  find  that  they  subsli 
tially  agreed  with  me,  though  Jjieir  recollection  i 
braced  a  few  facta  not  distinctly  within  mine. 

When  1  called  upon  Mr.  Oillet,  it  was  early  m 
cveniRg,  and,  finding  Mr.  Whitney  there,  I  did  not  t 
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•  Kit,  and  stopped  only  «  few  miniitef .  In  reply  to  Mr. 
GiKet'fl  inirititioii  to  Uke  a  chair,  I  told  him  I  had  drawn 
up  a  itatement  of  the  f^cta  in  relation  to  the  occurrence 
oftbe  35th  of  January,  and  that  I  would  call  again  in  the 
coone  of  the  evening,  and  exhibit  it  to  bim.  This  led 
to  iome  remark  of  Mr.  Whitney  about  the  atatement  of 
Mr.  Wise,  but  I  do  not  recollect  distinctly  what  it  was, 
which  was  followed  by  the  remarks,  the  substance  of 
which  «••  given  in  ny  answer  to  the  fifteenth  question 
prapoied  by  the  honorable  Mr.  Bell.  I  think  Mr.  Oil- 
let  made  some  remark,  but  I  have  no  recollection  as 
to  what  it  was.  At  some  time  while  I  was  there,  I  think 
1  remarked  to  Mr.  Gillet  that  Mr.  Wise  had  made  a  worse 
case  for  bioself  than  Mr.  Whitney's  statement  had  made, 
havkif  beard  so  much  of  Mr.  Wise's  remarks  repeated 
ai  related  to  his  intention  in  case  Mr.  Whitn^  had 
moved  his  elbow  an  inch.  This  did  not  occur  to  me 
vhen  1  answered  the  previous  question  upon  this  sub- 
ject. 1  then  retired,  called  upon  Mr.  Martin,  and,  in 
the  course  of  perhaps  half  an  hour,  returned  <  and,  find- 
v^  Mr.  Gillet  alone,  1  exhibited  my  statement  to  him, 
>»d  was  pleased  to  find  that  it  accorded  aubstantially 
viib  his  recollection.  No  others  were  present,  nor  can 
I  recollect  distinctly  any  thing  further  that  was  said. 

Question  by  Mr.  BELL.  Did  you  furnish  a  copy  of 
your  statement  to  Mr.  Whitney,  or  any  other  person, 
heforeyou  gave  your  answer  to  the  first  interrogatory.' 
Or  did  you  put  the  original  statement  into  the  posses- 
fonof  any  other  person  before  that  Jjmet  and,  if  yes, 
iolo  whose  f  **  • 

Hr.  BOON  objected  to  this  interrogatory,  as  being 
wholly  irtelevant  to  the  subject-matter  which  the  House 
hid  to  decide  upon.  The  whole  of  Saturday,  and  four 
^rs  of  this  day's  sitting,  had  been  taken  up  in  asking 
<)«estioDs,  and  debating  points  arising  therefrom,  which 
N  no  connexion  with  the  main  question  before  the 
House,  namely,  irhether  or  not  Waitney  had  offered  a 
ttotempt  to  the  Housei  and  if  they  wer6  to  go  on,  call- 
^  upon  the  stenographers  for  their  opinions  in  relation 
to  one  point,  and  upon  other  gentlemen  for  their  opinions 
in  relation  to  anotlier  point,  this  question  would  not  be 
<^<poBed  oT  when  the  evening  of  the  3d  of  March  would 
put  t  period  to  the  eatstence  of  the  twenty-fourth  Con- 
gnn. 

Mr.  BELL  concurred,  he  said,  most  heartily  with  the 
pentieman,  not  only  that  all  the  time  of  that  day,  Satur- 
^7»  ^  the  preceding  days,  had  been  waited,  trnt  thst, 
TroQ  the  fery  moment  the  accused  had  been  placed  st 
^^f  htf,  nothing  legal  or  parliamentary,  connected  with 
^a  case  of  contenopt,  had  taken  pl«ce,  nor,  to  Mr.  B's 
v'deritanding,  any  thing  that  the  House  ought  to  have 
^  >o  the  ease.  Upon  no  other  ground  had  he  himself 
voted  u  he  had  done  upon  repeated  occasions,  and  up- 
^  ^hepropositiona  of  counsel)  and  upon  no  other  ground 
^ouid  he  have  asked,  or,  as  a  member  of  the  House, 
^%U  he  have  asked,  a  number  of  the  interrogatories  he 
^  propounded.  He  would  candidly  admit  bis  own  in- 
^^^rogatories  to  be  irregular,  so  far  as  the  abstract  case 
v*! concerned;  but  then,  he  contended,  they  stood  upon 
^MBe  ground  of  propriety,  justice,  and  equal  rights, 
'^  others  that  had  been  propounded  by  counsel*  There 
*>S  however,  no  need  for  further  recrimination.  He 
*«)ld  only  advert  to  what  had  been  said  at  the  vety  out- 
set of  this  question,  not  only  by  himself,- but,  upon  a 
l^hiequent  occasion,  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
["^CHAiiaBas,]  that  this  proceeding  was  not  the  trial 
^Mr.  Whitney  lor  contempt  or  alleged  contempt.  Mr. 
°-  remembered,  also,  and  it  might  not  be  improper  then 
^p  refer  to  it,  that  the  very  first  day  when  the  propo- 
mm  eane  up,  he  appealed,  in  terms  as  strong  as  he 
^"jftothe  sound  judgment,  the  sound  and  practical 
^ricnee,  of  that  House,  to  terminate  this  ^ueation  im- 
^istcly,  by  the  only  ordinary  and  established  mode  of 
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proceeding  recognised  both  by  that  House  and  by  the 
British  Parliament;  and  that  was  simply  to  ask  Mr.  Whit- 
ney, upon  oath,  whether  he  had  refused  to  obey  the 
summons  Trom  the  select  committee  either  from  appre- , 
hensions  of  personal  outrage,  or  through  personal  fear. 

Mr.  B.  had  furthermore  stated  that,  if  Mr.  Whitney 
would  answer  in  the  affirmative,  there  was  an  end  of  the 
question)  for  it  wss  not  for  the  House  to  inquire  whether 
the  grounds  of  his  fears  were  small  or  weighty)  or  wheth- 
er the  conduct  of  the  gentlemen  referred  tn  had  been 
outrageous,  and  such  as  to  cause  any  man  to  fear,  not 
only  personal  violence,  but  personal  outrage.  His  an- 
swer in  the  sffirmative,  and  the  caie  was  at  an  end. 
They  (the  House)  were  bound  to  discbarge  him  from 
the  contempt)  and  it  was  within  bis  own  breast,  and  not 
for  them  to  inquire,  whether  the  outrage  was  a  gross  or 
a  trivial  one.  Mr.  B.  had  stated,  moreover,  what  ought 
to  have  been  done,  viz:  that,  if  the  accused  did  answer 
in  the  affirmative,  that  must  be  decisive)  or,  if  they 
wanted  his  testimony  before  the  select  committee,  it  was 
their  boiinden  duty  to  protect  the  witness)  and  Mr.  B. 
did  not  consider  this  would  have  implicated  the  charac- 
ter of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  or  any  other  gentle- 
man. Had  the  accused  any  apprehensions?  If  so,  let 
him  state  them,  and  there  was  an  end  to  the  inquiry,  and 
all  that  bad  taken  place  waa  out  of  the  Inquiry. 

But  the  question  had  taken  an  eztraordmary  course— 
a  course  implicating  two  honorable  gentlemen,  as  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  and  members  of  that  Uouae.  The 
consequence  of  this  singular  and  anomalous  course  of 
proceeding  had  been  to  bring  those  gentlemen  before 
the  House  and  the  country,  while  Mr.  Whitney  had  been 
lost  sight  of-^notoriously  so)  and,  moreover,  while  learn- 
ed gentlemen  had  been  peripitted  to  defend  Mr.  Whitney 
with  their  own  interrogatories,  in  the  face  of  that  Houae 
and  the  country,  they  had  themselves  carefully  and  pos- 
itively disproved  the  alleged  ground  of  the  disobedience 
of  this  witness.  The  gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  P^ia- 
Fiau>,]  the  firat  witness  called  on  the  stand,  who  had  an- 
swered with  candor,  and  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge 
and  belief  on  the  Subject,  expressly  stated,  in  his  answer 
on  his  first  examination,  that  Mr.  Whitney  admitted  to 
him  that  he  had  no  fear  of  Mr.  Peyton,  although  be  ex- 
pected he  had  arms  in  his  bosom,  and  that  he  stood 
erects  cool,  and  collected)  that  he  did  not  fear  Mr.  Pey- 
ton's threatening,  though  that  gentleman  had  his  hand 
in  his  bosom,  because  he  (Whitney)  intended  to  spring 
forward,  and  with  bis  own  arm  have  thrown  bim  into 
the  fire. 

But  it  was  alleged  that  the  witness  founded  his  new 
ideas  of  fear  from  what  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had 
said.  Why,  the  learned  gentlemen  themselves  had  proved 
this  to  be  an  unfounded  assertion.  Here  was  Mr.  Pey- 
ton within  four  or  six  feet  of  Mr.  Whitney,  threatening 
him  with  personal  violence  at  the  time,  ahd  having  arms 
in  bis  bosom,  which  he  could  instantly  have  drawn  upon 
him)  yet  there  he  stood — erect,  cool,  collected,  undaunt- 
ed—and they  had  been  particular  in  proving  Mr.  Whit- 
ney to  be  a  man  of  courage)  and  Mr.  B.  would  put  it  to 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Boox]  whether  it  was 
not  clearly  part  of  the  business  and  duty,  or  what  he 
conceived  to  be  the  duty,  of  counsel,  after  that,  to  dis- 
prove the  ground  upon  which  waa  based  the  alleged  ex- 
cuse for  disobedience  to  the  summons.  They  had  come 
before  that  House,  and  asked  it  to  undergo  ceremonies, 
Mr.  B.  ought  not,  perhaps,  to  say  of  additional  contempt 
to  the  known  authority  of  this  House,  to  hear  witnesses 
interrogated)  and,  after  all  they  have  proved,  they  com- 
mitted a  contempt  within  the  authority  stated  in  the  pa- 
per) for  their  client  has  no  fears. 

Now,  let  him  ask,  what  would  all  this  result  in?  What 
would  it  be  made  to  result  \n}  Implications  upon  hon- 
orable members  of  that  body.  The  journals  of  the  coun- 
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try  had  been  already  polloted  with  the  ataiements  that 
bad  gone  forth {  and  there  was  not  an  honorable  fnember 
of  that  House  but  was  willing  to  bury  it  all  in  obl4¥ion» 
and- that  it  should  have  been  withheld  from  the  public 
journals  of  the  country.  The  only  consequence  bad 
been  to  arraign  his  friend  from  Virginia,  and  hia  col-  * 
league,  and  to  spread  upon  the  journals  language  ofTen- 
aive  to  all  persons. 

It  was  upon  these  grounds  that  Mr.  B.  wished  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  to  understand  that  he,  (Mr. 
BsLL,)  as  an  individual,  had  felt  himself  authorised  to 
propound  the  numerous  interrogatories  he  had  done. 
He  affirmed  that  they  were  at  least  as  pertinent  as  other 
interrogatories  put  by  learned  counsel*  and  as  important 
in  their  character)  arranged,  as  theirs  had  obviously 
been,  to  arraign  those  two  gentlemen  before  the  country. 

Mr.  B.  asked,  were  gentlemen  willing  to  withhold 
their  aid  and  assistance  to  have  this  matter  fully  ferreted 
out?  If  the  proceeding  was  irregular,  was  not  the  pre- 
sumption irresistible  that  the  motive  was  irregular?  The 
inquiry  be  was  seeking  would  at  least  bring  out  gentle- 
men to  say  what  other  motive  could  have  existed.  The 
single  and  only  question  was,  had  Mr.  Whitney  been 
guilty  or  not  guilty  of  a  contempt  of  that  House,  upon 
the  ground  that  he  feared  peraonal  ill  usage  or  outrage. 
'Whether  his  grounds  were  just  or  not,  was  of  no  conse- 
quence with  the  House;  because,  if  he  answered  in  the 
■flirmative,  there  was  an  end  of  the  case.  If,  however, 
they  wanted  his  testimony,  they  must  protect  him  by  the 
Sergeant-at-arms,  or  by  the  messengers. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  B.  felt,  ht  said,  that  the  course  he 
bad  himself  taken  was  not  altogether  what,  as  a  judge, 
it  ought  to  have  been;  but  he  rested  his  excuse  on  the 
ground  of  the  extraordinary  course  of  the  whole  pro- 
ceeding. He  confessed  he  had  not  considered  himself 
in  the  light  of  a  judge,  but  free  to  act  in  vindicating  the 
character  of  gentlemen  on  that  floor  who  had  been  iudi- 
rectly  attacked  and  implicated  in  a  manner  the  roost  ex- 
traordinary and  unprecedented.  He  trusted,  upon  these 
grounds,  at  all  events,  for  a  few  hours  longer,  that  he 
should  be  permitted  to  go  on  with  this  investigation  in 
the  rriahner  he  priiposed,  and  that  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana,  in  exerciaing  his  own  feelings,  wuuld  not,  how- 
ever, insist  upon  bis  objection. 

On  taking  the  queation  on  this  interrogatory,  the  yeas 
were  37,  the  nays  49.  There  being  no  quorum, 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
giving  as  his  reason  for  doing  so,  that  the  call  of  the  roll 
would  answer  the  purpose  of  a  call  of  the  House  in  pro- 
ducing s  quorum;  but  the  House  refused  to  order  them; 
and,  by  tellers,  a  majority  of  those  present  ordered  a 
call  of  the  Uouse->being  yeu  50,  nays  33. 

The  roll  having  been  called  thro«igh,  and  the  absen- 
tees twice  called,  and  118  membera  only  having  anawer- 
ed  tu  their  names,  still  no  quorum — 

Mr.  HIESTER  moved  to  dispense  with  all  further 
proceedings  in  the  call.  Lost. 

At  different  stages,  the  same  motion  was  renewed  by 
Messrs.  HARDIN  and  BRIGGS,  with  the  same  result; 
when,  after  being  occupied  nearly  two  hours,  the  fur- 
ther proceedings  were  dispensed  with,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
BELL;  and,  on  the  doora  being  opened,  a  quorum  ap- 
peared. 

The  question,  on  putting  the  above  interrogatory, 
was  then  taken  by  tellers,  and  deciJed  in  the  negative: 
Yess  72,  nays  73. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  interrogatory  be 
not  put  to  the  witness. 

Question  by  Mr.  BELL.  Have  you  bad  any  conversa- 
tion with  the  President  upon  the  subject  of  the  course 
of  Messrs.  Wise  and  Peyton  as  members  of  Congress, 
during  the  past  and  present  session  of  Congress;  or  have 


you  been  present,  at  any  tine,  when  be  expressed  sny 
opinion  in  relation  to  it?  and,  if  so,  did  you  hear  bin 
state  that  they  ought  to  be  ■*  Houstonized;"  meaaiog, 
thereby,  that  they  ought  to  be  chastised  in  the  streets, 
or  express  himself  to  that  effect?  and,  if  yes,  did  you 
hearfaim  thus  express  himself  id  speaking  of  tlieir  coune 
or  conduct  towarda  Mr.  Whitney? 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  said  that  wu  certsinly  a 
most  extraordinary  inquiry,  and  be  must  object  to  it. 
He  would  not,  however,  consume  the  time  of  the  House 
by  showing  its  impropriety,  since  he  believed  it  must  be 
perfectly  obvious  to  every  one. 

Mr.  BELL  begged  tlie  indulgence  of  the  Uooie  for  s 
few  moments,  to  give  the  reasons  why  be  bad  thought 
proper  to  propound  such  an  interrogatory. 

He  would  state,  in  the  first  place,  that  be  would  not 
have  done  ao  had  he  not  considered  it  material,  under 
the  course  of  examination  pursued  on  the  trial  of  Mr. 
Whitney  towardshis  (Mr.  B's)  colleague,  [Mr.Pirrsv,] 
and  towards  his  honorable  friend  from  Virginis,  [Mr. 
Wise.]  The  House  well  knew  that  those  gentlemen 
had  been,  in  fact,  the  parties  against  whom  chsrges  had 
been  brought.  It  had  been  alleged  that  their  eonduct 
had  been  ezoeptionable,  on  the  ground  that  they  earned 
firearms  about  their  persons^  and  Mr.  B.  bad  prupouod* 
ed  this  interrogatory  to  show  that  there  existed  extrso^ 
dinary  grounds  for  their  doing  sot  that  there  vere  cs* 
traordinary  reasons  for  their  wearing  arms  about  tbeir 
persons  constantly,  every  day,  in  coming  to  and  going 
from  that  Housr,  in  coming  to  and  going  from  tbeur 
committees;  and  that  they  could  not  conceive  they  couid 
aafely  walk  the  streeto.  injustice  to  themselves  and  tbeir 
families,  without  bearing  arma  upon  tbeir  persons.  Tbey 
h^  had  the  evidence  of  this  course  of  denuncislioo  for 
some  time  past,  and  this  interrogatory  was  propounded 
with  the  expectation,  that  either  from  the  gentleosn 
then  under  examination,  or  from  some  other  bonorsbie 
member  of  that  House,  and,  perhaps,  from  other  *>t- 
nesses,  this  fact  could  be  proven. 

The  interrogatory  proposed  to  inquire  whether  Ibe 
President,  upon  more  than  one  occaaion,  had  not  isid» 
in  relation  to  those  gentlemen,  memheii.of  tbe  Houiei 
that  they  should  be,  or  ought  to  be,  cliastised  in  tbe 
public  streets  for  their  conduct  towards  Mr.  Whitney* 
and  that  bo  particularly  used  tbe  word  "  Houttomzed, 
as  expressed  in  that  interrogatory.  Now,  if  that  betjur, 
if  it  be  true  that  the  executive  head  of  these  United 
States  waain  the  habit  of  denouncing  >nembersof  tw 
House  in  such  terms,  and  pending  the  transsctioDS  wbicfl 
have  been  the  foundation  of  the  present  proceeding 
waa  it  not  important  to  theae  |fentlemeo,  u  a  justificauoa 
of  their  course  on  that  occaaion,  and  on  any  other  occs* 
sion,  that  they  should  bear  firearma  about  their  persoo* 
Besides,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  tbU  was  Gen- 
eral Jackson  who  made  this  declaration,  if  wh»|  ^r" 
leged  be  true.  It  was  not  a  private  individual,  bu  ije 
President  of  the  United  States,  the  dispenser  of  all  tw 
patronage  of  the  Government,  who  had  more  »»n«J*"?| 
more  power,  than  belonged  t«  most  crowned  bea^. 
Mr.  B.  appealed  to  membera  whether  that  was  not  a  isa- 
terial  inquiry  in  reference  to  the  transaction  m  »hec<J»' 
mitiee,  and  the  alleged  ground  of  defence  of  the  gen^* 
men  from  Virginia  and  Tennessee  in  carrying  fi^ca«»_ 
Mr.  B.  concluded  by  calling  for  tbe  yeas  »w»  7*; 
which  were  ordered,  and^were:  Yeas54i  nays  iw,»» 
follows:  '  «    k    •« 

Ybas— Messrs.  Chilton  Allsn,  Bell,  Hood,  BucbwjJ* 
Bunch,  John  Calhoon,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Campoe"; 
Carter,  George  Chambers,  John  Chambers,  C"''^*'.^!' 
thaniel  H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Corwin,  Crane,  Cuii;^' 
Darlington,  Deberry,  Elmore,  Forester,  Granger.  ^>rt 
nell,  Griffin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  HaiJan,  Hai-per,  » 
zeltine,  Herod,  Hoar,  Howell,  Hunt,  IngersoJI,  JW^  • 
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Levii^  StiQflontfUsoo«  MeCarty,  McKennan,  Mercer, 
Fbillipfp  Pickcni,  Reed,  Rencber,  Raiaelly  Spang^ler, 
Stindefer,  Steele,  Storer,  Waddy  Thompion,  Vintofig 
White,  Sherrod  Williams,  Yell— 54. 

Niif— Mettn.  H.  Allen,  Aih,  Bailey,  Beale,  Bean, 
Bnumonr,  Black,  Bockee,  Boon,  Burden,  Bovee,  Boyd, 
^^fXP*  Brown,  Burnf,  Bynum,  Cambrelen^,  Casey, 
Cinpottn,  Chaptn,  John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Coles,  Con- 
oor,  Cnig,  Cramer,  Crary,  Cttsbmin,  Dawson,  Double- 
diy,  Droogoole,  Dunlap,  Efner*  Farlin,  Fowler,  French, 
F7»  Poller,  Galbraith,  Granlland,  Joseph  Hall,  Albert 
G.  Hirriflon,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Henderson,  Holt,  Hub- 
ky,  Eaotington,  Huntsman,  Ingham,  William  Jackson, 
Jirris,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones, 
Benjifflin  Jones,  Rennon,  Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  Lane, 
Liiuio^,  Laporte,  Lawrence,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee, 
Uooird,  Lo|nin,  Loyall,  Lucss,  Lyon,  Abijah  Mann, 
iob  Nann,  William  Mison,  Msy,  McKay,  McKeon, 
McKisi,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Moore,  Morgan,  Muhlen- 
bcrjf,  Page,  Patterson,  Dutee  J.  Pearee,  Joaeph  Rey- 
uMs  Richafdson,  Schcnek,  Seymour,  Shields,  Shinn, 
Steklet,  Smith,  Spngue,  Taylor,  John  Thomson,  Tur- 
riil,  Vasderpoel,  Wagener,  Ward,  Wardwell— 100. 

So  the  House  determined  that  the  interrogatory  be 
BOt  propounded  to  the  witness. 

Question  by  Mr.  BALL.  Was  not  the  accompanying 
interrogiitory  and  others,  embracing  every  material 
poiat  in  tbe  chavscter  of  Mr.  Whitney,  propounded,  in 
tbeielectconiiiitteeor  which  tbe  honorable  Mr.  Gar- 
ittd,  of  Virginia,  ia  chairman,  to  the  honorable  Levi 
Woodbury,  and  Richard  S.  Cose,  Esq.,  and  William  D. 
Uvi^  and  others,  overruled  by  a  majority  of  the  com* 

"33.  Do  you  know  R.  M.  Whitney's  general  chary- 
^-  If  yea,  what  is  hit  character,  as  an  honeat,  trust* 
vortby  man?  Would  you,  from  his  general  character, 
^Bere  him  on  bis  oath,  or  trust  him,  when  he  was  sub- 
jttt  to  fpttX  pecuniary  temptation  to  err  ^ 
.  "  This  question  waa  objected  to  by  Mr.  Gillet,  and  re- 
/Mtcd." 

Mr.  BOON  objected  to  this  interrogatory;  and,  whilst 
>Pi  he  would  take  occaaion  to  ssy  that  he  would  object 
^ ^  qnesiiona  of  this  kind.  He  would  say,  however,  to 
^  gentlensn  frona  Tennessee,  that  hia  objection  wai 
^wtof  any  disrespect  to  him  or  tolhe  gentleman 
'RND  Virginia;  for  towards  either  of  those  gentlemen  he 
otterUined  no  other  feelhigs  than  those  of  the  highest 
'^"Pcct-  But  froiti  a  aolemn  and  high  duly  to  his  con- 
(tituent%  and  from  the  nmny  important  questions  now 
wore  tbe  House — not  only  important  to  the  people  of 
*e  Wctt,  but  important  to  the  whole  nafion— he  felt  im- 
P^N  to  interpose,  to  endeavor  to  arrest  this  wide 
^t  ofinquiry,  and  confine  it  within  proper  limits.  If 
^»  question  wsa  auflfered  to  be  put,  gentlemen  on  the 
^er  side  must  be  permitted  to  put  similar  interrogator 
^\  and  there  would  be  no  end  to  the  investigation. 
He  boped,  therefore,  that  the  House  would  decide 
"9^  ill  questions  of  this  description. 

Mr.  BBLL  observed  that  the  counsel  for  the  accused 
^  introduced  testimony  paying  tribute  to  the  high 
'wieter  of  Whitney,  to  which  no  objection  had  been 
"•TWMd;  therefore,  they  desired  to  have  the  opportu- 
^1  of  bringing  in  testimony  the  reverse  of  this.  He 
'^  «y  no  more,  but  leave  the  matter  to  the  good 
^  of  the  House,  hoping  they  would  see  the  impor- 
''*^  of  allowing*  Ibis  question  to  be  put,  to  come  to  a 
'•ject  coQclusiuii. 

iJ^  q*i«itien  was  then  taken,  and  it  was  Reetded  that 
'*«»tcrrogatory  should  not  be  put. 
fj^ovttoesa,  Mr.   FAinnain,  was  then  discharged 
^^^  the  aund. 

Mr.  BBLL  said  he  wished  to  propound  an  inquiry  or 
'^o  to  the  clerk  of  the  select  committee.  [He  did  not 
»Pi>nr,] 


Mr.  LANE  asked  leave  to  submit  a  resolution. 

Mr.  GHOLSON  said  he  wished  to  call  up  another 
witness,  who  had  been  summoned  by  the  committee  of 
examination.  [Mr.  Hamilton,  the  clerk  of  the  select 
committee  of  which  Mr.  Garlsnd  was  chairman.] 

Mr.  LANE,  there  being  no  question  before  the  House, 
then  submitted  his  resolution,  as  follows: 

Rewlved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  prosecute  further 
the  .alleged  contempt  of  Reuben  M.  Whitney  against 
the  authority  of  this  House,  and  that  said  Whitney  be 
now  discharged  f^om  custody. 

Mr.  GHOLSON  wished  to  know  whether  the  investi- 
gation on  the  part  of  the  committee  could  be  stopped  in 
this  way. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  that  waa  a  question  for  the 
House,  not  the  Chair,  to  determine.     The  witness  was  • 
off  the  atand,  and  the  same  question  arose  the  other  day. 

Mr.  LANE  then  ssid:  Mr.  Speaker,  the  only  speech 
I  have  to  make  on  this  resolution  Is  to  move  the  pre- 
vious question.' 

Mr.  DAWSON.  Mr.  Speaker,  can  a  gentleman  take 
the  floor,  present  a  resolution,  and  call  for  the  previous 
question,  without  the  power  of  the  House  to  amend  it? 

The  CHAIR.     Certainly. 

Mr.  STORER.  Mr.  Spesker,  the  point  of  order  I  in- 
quire about  ia  this:  whether  it  is  competent  for  any 
member  of  this  House,  while  this  House  is  org^ntxed  as 
a  judicial  tribunal,  to  cut  oflP,  by  this  guillotine  sort  of 
process,  the  right  of  the  accused  to  be  heard  by  his 
counsel.    ^ 

The  CHAIR.  That  is  a  matter  for  the  consideration 
of  this  House.  The  House  may  vote  accordlpg  to  its 
discretion  or  according  to  its  judgment. 

Mr.  Jones  (of  counsel  for  the  accused. )  Cannot  this 
propoattlon  be  amended,  sir? 

The  CHAIR.  Ne  proposition  can  be  amended  after 
the  demand  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  WISE.     Is  there  not  a  witness  on  the  stand? 

The  CHAIR.     There  is  not. 

Mr.  WISE.  Hss  not  the  clerk  of  the  select  commit- 
tee been  summoned? . 

The  CHAIR  has  issued  a  subpoena  for  him,  but  he 
was  not  called  on  the  stand. 

Mr.  WISE.  Have  there  not  been  questions  pro- 
pounded which  have  not  been  answered? 

Mr.  GHOLSON.  I  gave  the  clerk  seventeen  inter- 
rogatories, which  he  has  not  answered. 

The  CHAIR,  as  the  presiding  offioer  of  the  House, 
knows  nothing  of  it. 

Tellers  having  been  appointed,  the  previous  question 
was  then  seconded  by  the  House:  Teas 78,  nays  64(  and 
on  the  question,  **  Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put?" 

Mr.  CRAIG  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nayst  which  were 
ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  $1,  nays  71,  as  follows: 

TxAs — Ml^sars.  Ash,  Barton,  Beale,  Bean,  Beaumont, 
Black,  Bockee,  Boon,  Borden,  Bovee^  Boyd,  Brown, 
Burns,  Bynum,  Cambreleng,  Casey,  Chapman,  Chapin, 
Cleveland,  Coles,  Craig,  Cramer,  Crary,  Cushman, 
Donbleday,  Dunlap,  Efner,  Farlin,  Fowler,  Frv,  Gal- 
braith, Joseph  Hsll,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Henderson, 
Holr,  Howard,  Huntington,  Ingham,  William  Jack- 
son, Jarvis,  Joseph'  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Benjamin 
.Jones,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  Lane,  Lansing, 
Laporte,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan, 
Loyall,  Lucaf,  Abijah  Mann,  Willian)  Mason,  May,  Mc- 
Keon, McKim,  McLene,  Miller,  Montgomery,  Morgan, 
Owens,  Page,  Patterson,  Fatten,  Dutee  J.  Pearee,  John 
Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Richardson,  Rogers, 
Schenck,  Seymour,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Smith,  Sprague, 
Sutherland,  Taylor,  John  Thomson,  Toucey,  Turrill, 
Tanderpoel,  Wegener,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Thomas  T. 
Whittlesey,  Tell^91. 
NATs^Messrs.  Chilton  Allan,  Heman  Allen,  Bailey  , 
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Bell,  Bond,  Brig^  Bunch,  Willimm  B.  Galhoan,  Camp- 
bell, Carter,  Chetwood,  Chtldi,  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne, 
Clark,  Connor,  Corwin,  Caabing,  Darlington,  Dawson, 
Peberry,  Denny,  Dromgoole,  Elmore,  B?ana«  Foreater, 
French,  Gholion,  Granger,  Grantland,  Griffin,  Miland 
Hall,  HArd,  Harlan,  Harper,  Albert  G.  Harrison,  Hazel- 
tine,  Hoar,  Howell,  Hunt,  Huntsman,  Ingersoll,  Janes, 
John  W.  Jones,  Lawler,  Lawrence,  Luke  Lea,  Lewis, 
Love,  Lyon,  McCarty,  McComas,  Mililgao,  Parker, 
Pearson,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Reed,  Rencher,  Russell, 
Shields,  Standefer,  Steele,  Storer,  Taliaferro,  Thomas, 
lYaddy  Thompson,  Vinton,  Washington,  White,  Sher- 
rod  Williams,  Young — 71. 

So  the  miiin  question  was  ordered  to  be  put)  and  on 
the  main  question,  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
.  tion, 

Mr.- CHAP  IN  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nayS)  which 
were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  99,  nays  72,  as  follows: 
.  Ybas— Messrs.  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton,  Beale,  Bean, 
Beaumont,  Black,  Bockee,  Boon,  Borden,  Bovee,  Boyd, 
Briggt,  Brown,  Buctumaq,  Burns,  Bynum,  Cambreleng, 
Qasey,  Chapman,  Chapin,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Craig,  Cra- 
mer, Crary,  Cushman,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap, 
Efner,  Farlin,  Fowler,  French,  Fry,  Galbraith,  Haley, 
Joseph  Hall,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Henderson,  Holt,  How- 
ard, Huntington,  Ingham,  William  Jackson,  Janris, 
Joseph  Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Juhn  W.  Jones,  Ben- 
jamin Jones,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Klingensmith,  Lane, 
Lansing,  Laporte,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshus,  Lee,  Leonard, 
Logan,  LoyaU*  Lucas,  Abijah  Mann,  William  Mason, 
May,  McKay,  McKeon,  McKim,  McLene,  filler,  Mont- 
gomery, Morgan,  Owena,  Page,  Patterson,  Patton,  Du-  ^ 
tee  J.  Pearce,  Phelps,  John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds, 
Rogen^  Schenck,  Seymour,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Smith, 
Sprague,  Sutherland,  Taylor,  John  Thomson,  Toucey, 
Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener,  Ward,  Ward  well, 
Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  Yell— 99. 

Nats — Messrs,  Chilton  Allan,  Heman  Allen,  Bailey, 
Bell,  Bond,  Bunch,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Campbell, 
Carter,  Chetwood,  Chiles,  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne, 
Clark,  Connor,  Corwin,  Cushing,  Darlington,  Dawson, 
Deberry,  Denny,  Elmore,  Evans,  Forester,  Graham, 
Granger,  Griffin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Harlan,  Harper, 
Albert  Q.  H#rrison,  Haseltine,  Herod,  Hoar,  Howell, 
Hunt,  Huntsman,  Ingersoll,  Janes,  Jenifer,  Lawler, 
Lawrence,  Luke  Lea,  Lewis,  Love,  L\on,  Maury,  Mc- 
Carty, McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Parker,  Pearson, 
Phillips,  Pickens,  Potts,  Reed,  Rencher,  Russell, 
Shields,  Standefer,  Steele,  Storer,  Taliaferro,  Thomas, 
Waddy  Thompson,  Vinton,  Washington,  White,  Lewis 
Williams,  Sherrod  Williams,  Young— 72. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted)  and  Mr.  Whitney  was 
thereupon  ordered  to  be  discharged  from  custody. 

Just  as  the  Chair  was  announcing  the  order  for  the 
discharge  of  the  accused, 

Mr  PEYTON  interposed,  and  said,  before  the  accused 
was  dismissed,  he  wished  to  propound  a  question  to  him, 
and  that  he  be  detained  for  that  purpose.  [Cries  of  no! 
do!  from  all  parts  of  the  hall.] 

Mr.  PEYTON  thereupon  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rule,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and.  nays  on  the  motion, 
saying,  •*  Then  gentlemen  will  have  an  opportunity  of 
reconiing  their  no!  no!" 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  moved  that  the  House  ad- 
joorn.  ' 

Mr.  WILLIAMd,  of  North  Carolina,  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  nayst  which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  94, 
nays  68. 

When  the  name  of  Mr.  WISE  was  called,  that  gentle- 
man rose  in  his  place,  and,  addressing  the  Chair,  said: 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  shall  not  vote  until  I  ascertain  whether  I 
am  discharged  from  prosecution  or  not. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


TVSVDAT,  FSBftOAaT  2I» 

Mr.  PICKENS  moved  to  amend  the  journal  so  ag  to 
state  thereon  that  Mr.  Gholsok,  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  on  the  part  of  the  House  to  conduct 
the  exammation  in  the  case  of  Reuben  M.  Whitney, 
stated,  before  the  vote  of  last  evening  to  dischsrge  Whit- 
ney, th|(  he  hsd  propounded  fourteen  quefttioni  to 
another  witness,  which  were  in  the  progress  of  being 
answered.  This  statement,  Mr.  P.  said,  was  mide  just 
after  Mr.  Lavs  handed  in  his  resolution  providing  for 
the  discharge  of  R.  M.  Whitney. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  had  not  been  usual  to  make 
such  entries  on  the  journal,  which  was  s  record  of  pro- 
ceedings simply,  and  not  at  all  a  register  of  debates. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Messrs.  PICKENS,  CUSH- 
ING, snd  G.  LEE,  the  proposed  amendment  was  din- 
greed  to. 

RECOGNITION  OF  TEXAS. 

The  first  business  in  order  waa  the  considerstioa  of 
the  following  resolutions,  repoHed  on  Satunlsy  Isst, 
by  Mr.  How  Ann,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Af- 
fairs: 

"  Retoked  by  the  Houae  of  BipretoUatim  of  iht 
United  States^  That  the  independence  of  the  Gorem- 
mrnt  of  Texas  ought  to  be  recognised. 

<*  Rooked^  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  sod  Mesos 
be  directed  to  provide,  in  the  bill  for  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic expenses  of  the  Governnent,  a  salary  snd  outfit 
for  such  public  agent  as  the  President  may  detennine  to 
aend  to  Texas." 

Mr.  HOWARD  said  he  should  feel  that  it  wovld  sot 
be  kind  or  courteous  to  the  other  committees  of  the 
House  for  him  to  press  the  consideration  of  these  rcio> 
lutiona  at  the  present  time,  to  the  exclusion  of  reporti 
from  all  the  other  committeesof  the  House,  when  they  bid 
been  prevented  for  ten  days  or  two  weeks  from  msking 
their  reports {  especially,  as  the  House  had  been  kind 
enough  to  permit  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Afiain  to 
introduce  this  report  at  an  unusual  hour.  He  wti, 
therefore,  not  disposed  to  press  the  eonsiderstion  of  this 
report  to-day,  with  a  view  that  the  other  eommittea 
might  have  leave  to  bring  in  their  reporti.  He  would 
inquire,  however,  of  the  Chair,  if  he  moved  its  post- 
ponement to  I'hursday  next,  whether  it  would  then  come 
up  in  anticipation  of  all  other  reports. 

The  CHAIR  said,  if  the  report  wu  postponed  to 
a  day  certain,  on  that  day  it  would  be  Urst  in  order, 
unless  there  should  be  an  unfinished  report  oo  the 
table. 

Mr.  HOWARD  then  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  report  until  Thursdsy  next. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  South  Caroline,  inquired  if  that 
motion  was  debatable. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  it  was,  but  the  debate  vai 
confined  within  narrow  limits.  The  merits  of  the  ques- 
tion could  not  be  debated. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  South  Carorma,  said  he  hid 
blen  jwaiting  during  the  whole  of  xh€  present  session  for 
an  opportunity  to  say  something  on  thia  subject,  but  pre- 
cedence had  been  given  toother  matters,  over  which  no 
considered  this  subject,  in  all  its  bearings,  as  the  mostini' 
portant  which  had  come  before  the  House  at  the  prrfl* 
ent  session.  He  presumed  that,  when  the  House  con- 
sidered that  this  report  would  not  hsve  a  j«ist  parttctps- 
tion,  considering  its  superior  importance,  wiih  the  other 
reports  of  the  House,  they  would  not  now  postpone  itf 
and  give  it  the  go-by.  Now  that  they  bad  it  before  the 
House,  he  asked  of  the  friends  of  Texas  to  stand  by  itt 
and  yield  to  nothing.  He  waa  reluctant  to  exclude  oih^ 
reports,  but  he  regarded  thia  matter  as  of  the  greatex 
importance,  and  could  not  consent  that  this  resolution 
should  be  postponed.   This  report  bad  oone  in  at  a  very 
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hte  period  of  the  leMiony  and  he  did  not  then  with  to 
see  it  pot  off  itill  later,  when  difcuHion,  and  even  the 
cooiideration  of  it,  would  have  to  give  way  to  other 
Ditterf. 

Mr.  HAMER  rose  to  inquire  whether  this  report 
etuld  not  be  pasted  by  with  the  general  content  of  the 
HottK,  10  that  it  would  come  up  the  first  thing  to-mor- 
row morning. 

The  CHAIR  said,  by  the  general  consent  of  the  House, 
tbli  oight  be  done. 

Mr.  PICKRNS  called  upon  the  friends  of  Texas  not 
to  postpone  theae  reiolutiont  for  a  single  dayi  fur  be  un- 
derMood,  if  the  motion  of  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee oo  Foreign  Affairs  prevailed,  that  tf  there  wss  an  un- 
finished report  on  the  Speaker's  table  on  that  day,  it 
would  tske  precedence  of  these  resolutions,  and  exclude 
tlieir  considermtionf  and  was  it  not  reasonable  to  sup- 
pose ttiere  would  be  such  a  report  undisposed  of  at  this 
period  of  the  session?    A  motion  to  postpone  to  Thurs- 
dif,  St  this  period  of  the  session,  aias  an  indefinite  post- 
pooemcnt—- certainly  not  so  intended  by  the  honorsble 
thsirmsQ  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs;  but,  from 
t|te  position  of  the  business  of  the  House  at  the  present 
tisi^  sQch  mast  inevitably  be  the  consequence.    If  they 
idsiitted  or  permitted  it  to  be  postponed,  even  if  it  did 
come  op  in  the  morning  hour,  when  the  hour  of  twelve 
I   selock  arrived  other  business  might  be  called  up,  and 
i    of  coone  this  report   would  be   excluded;   and    he 
:    vould  suggest   the    propriety,  in  fsct,  the   absolute 
!    (ia<7i  of  every  gentleman  who  was  favorable  to  these 
I    ^solutions  to  keep  them  in  their  present  situation.    He 
M  no  objection  to  proceed  to  the  orders  of  the  day, 
I    hit  he  Bmst  object  to  this  subject  being  postponed. 
Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio^  would  suggest  the  pro- 
priety of  allowing  the  standing  committees  to  report,  and 
^  ihese  resolutions  retain  their  place  on  (he  Speaker's 
hUe  QnttI  to-morrow. 

Mr.  HAMER  was  perfectly  willing  to  pasa  the  reso- 
istiont  by  to-day,  if  they  would  borne  up  on  to-morrow 
■omin}p,  but  he  could  not  consent  to  a  postponement. 

The  CHAIR  remarked  that,  if  this  report  was  passed 
kf  with  the  general  consent  of  the  House,  it  would  be 
'he  fint  report-in  order  on  to-morrow  momingi  and  if  it 
«tt  postponed  until  Thursday,  it  would  be  the  first  re- 
port in  order  on  that  day,  unless  some  report  should  then 
^  under  discussion  and  undisposed  of. 

Mr*  HAMER  anid,  for  that  very  reason,  he  could  not 
vote  for  s  postponement  of  this  report,  as  in  all  human 

P'^b'iitysome  report  would  come  up  between  this  and 

*it  time. 

Mr.  c.  ALLAN  said,  as  the  motion  of  the  chairman  of 
^  Comsrittee  on  Foreign  Affaira  might  have  some  un- 
file infloence,  he  wished  to  state  to  the  House  that  that 
"^n  could  be  considered  in  no  other  light  than 
^  the  motioo  of  an  Individual  member  of  the  Houte.  He 
«Htatho^zed  to  atate  that  the  majority  of  the  Com- 
^ttee  on  Foreign  Affairs  did  not  concur  in  that  motion. 
^'^  up,  he  would  suggest  to  the  friends  of  these  resolu- 
'^Gonsidenng  ihe  late  period  of  the  aession,  and  the 
p**t  mass  of  business  undisposed  of,  the  propriety  of 
^•'QS  a  silent  vote  upon  them,  without  entering  into 
tfli«cussion  of  the  merits  of  the  resolutions. 

kit'  "^^^^^  •*><>  lh<^(  <h^  Committee  on  Foreign 
^^n  had  held  a  meeting  that  morning,  at  which  the 
gemleiaan  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Auav]  was  not  pres- 
||^>(«nd,  coiise<|uently,  he  was  notspprixed  of  the  fact,) 
^  thst  this  topic  was  the  subject  of  conversation  in  the 
?<i^'Btlteet  and  the  motion  be  had  submitted  to  the 
nf'ikf  ^^^  ^  considered  as  expressive  of  the  feelings 
^iheeooniriitee,  so  far  as  he  could  present  them.  It 
*u  oQt  of  the  respect  that  committee  had  for  the  other 
^nittees,  and  of  allowing  them,  by  the  consent  of  the 
'(<«K,  to  bring  in  their  reports,  that  this  motion  was 


made.  If,  however,  this  report  could  be  passed  over  by 
the  general  consent  of  the  House,  so  that  the  committees 
might  have  an  opportunity  of  msking  their  reports,  and 
tiie  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  would  waive  hia 
objections,  and  let  the  resolutions  lie  over  until  to-mor- 
row, the  object  he  had  in  view  would  be  accompliahed, 
and  he  would  be  pernectl^  satisfied. 

Mr.  HARD  Inquired  if  it  would  be  in  order  to  move 
to  lay  the  resolutions  on  the  table.* 

The  CHAIR  said  it  would. 

Mr.  HARD  then  made  that  motion. 

Mr.  BOYD  called  for  the  yeaa  and  nays  thereon;  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  HARD  withdrew  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  tablet 
and 

Mr.  INGER30LL  renewed  it|  whereupon, 

Mr.  BOYD  again  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  98,  nsys  86. 

So  the  motion  to  Uy  the  resolutions  on  the  table  waa 
decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  stated  that  he  had  vo- 
ted in  the  affirmative,  with  the  express  view  of  moving 
a  reconsideration  of  this  vote.  He  believed  the  major- 
ity of  that  House  were  the  friends  of  Texas,  and  of  the 
immediate  recognition  of  fts  independence!  and,  under 
that  impression,  he  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
by  which  the  resolutions  had  been  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  said  this  was  a  question  of 
Tcry  great  importance,  but  he  thought  it  premature, 
and  at  variance  with  the  settled  policy  of  this  Govern- 
ment; he  therefore  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider on  the  table,  and,  on  that  motion,  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  moved  a  call  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  BOYD  called  for  the  yeas  and  ntys;  which  were 
ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  78,  nays  108. 

So  the  House  refused  to  order  the  call;  and  the  ques- 
tion recurring  upon  the  motion  to  Isy  the  motion  to  re- 
consider on  the  table,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative: 
Yeas  106,  nays  90. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the 
table  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Virginia,  requested  lesve  of  the 
House  to  record  his  vote  in  the  negative  on  this  ques- 
tion. He  said  he  was  absent  from  the  House  when  the 
vote  was  taken,  having  to  atteiid  the  duties  of  the  select 
committee  of  which  he  waa  chairman.  The  request  of 
Mr.  G.  was  objected  to. 

.  Mr.  LEWIS  then  inquired  of  the  Chair  if  it  would  be 
in  order  to  make  a  motion  at  that  time  to  take  those  res- 
olutions from  the  table. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  it  would  not. 

Mr.  I«EWIS.    Would  it  at  any  time  to-day,  sir? 

The  CHAIR.     It  would  not. 

Mr.  LEWIS.     Would  it  to-morrow,  sir? 

The  CHAIR.     It  would. 

Mr.  LEWIS  then  expressed  sn  esrnest  hope  thst  the 
frienrla  of  the  independence  of  Texas  would  avail  them- 
selves of  the  first  opportunity  to  bring  those  resolutions 
again  before  the  House,  whenever  it  should  be  in  order 
to  do  so.  We  must  force  (said  Mr.  L.)  a  decision  of 
this  question  before  the  adjournment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

CASE  OF  R.  M.  WHITNEY. 

Mr.  PEYTON  asked  the  consent  of  the  House  to  sub- 
mit a  resolution  that  the  House  issue  a  subpoena,  signed 
by  Ihe  Speaker,  to  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  requiring  him 
to  appear  before  the  committee  to  answer  certain  inter- 
rogatories which  he  sent  to  the  Chair.  [These  interrog- 
atories ^re  directed  to  the  fact  of  the  authorabip  of  an 
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anonymous  letter  accompmnyini^  Reuben  M.  Wbitney'i 
letter  to  the  preiident  of  the  Bank  of  Burlington,  Ver- 
laont,  and  which  said  letter  Mr.  W.  referred  to  as  com- 
ing from  an  indiTidusI  high  in  the  confidence  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive.] 

Mr.  P.  said  that  the  committer,  by  a  majority  of  one, 
bad  refused  to  summon  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  because 
they  doubted  their  power  to  do  aoi  for  tt^is  reason  be 
had  made  applicatioivto  the  House. 

Objections  having  been  made,  Mr.  P.  moved  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rule,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  naysi 
which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  86,  nays  97. 

So  the  rule  was  not  suspended. 

Mr.  PEYTON  then  moved  a  suapension  of  the  rule, 
to  enable  him  to  oflTer  a  resolution  that  a  subpoena  be  is- 
sued to  require  Reuben  M.  Whitney  to  appear  at  the  bar 
of  the  House  to  answer  the  said  interrogatories. 

Mr.  P.  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  or- 
dered, and  were:  Yeas  76,  nays  103. 

So  the  rule  was  not  suspended. 

NAVAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  House  resolv- 
ed i'Sf  If  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union  (Mr.  Pattok  in  the  chair)  on  the  appropria- 
tion bills. 

The  committee,  on  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG, 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  naval  service  for  the  year  1837. 

The  pending  question  was  on  the  motion,  heretofore 
made  by  Mr.  Jabtis,  to  reduce  the  item  making  appro- 
priations for  pay  of  officers  and  seamen.  [In  reference 
to  the  exploring  expedition.] 

Mr.  JARVIS  withdrew  his  motion  to  amend. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  then  moved  to  amend  the  said 
item,  which  is  as  follows: 

**  For  pay  of  commiasioned,  warrant,  and  petty  offi- 
cers, and  of  seamen,  two  million  four  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  thousand  eiglit  hundred  and  eighiy-six  dollars,"  by 
substituting  ••fifty"  for  ••thirty,"  and  ••six"  for  ••eight." 
Agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C,  the  reading  of  the  bill  by  sec- 
tions was  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill 
by  adding  the  following  items: 

For  repairing  the  ship-bouse  at  Philadelphia,  one 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  naval  asylum  at  Phibdelphia,  five  hundred 
dollars. 

Both  which  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  offered  an  amendment,  as  an  ad- 
ditional section,  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  distribute  the  residue  of  prize  money  deposited 
in  the  Treasury,  resulting  from  certain  captures  of  ves- 
sels made  by  John  Paul  Jones  in  the  revolutionary  war. 
Agreed  to. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  moved  to  amend, the  amendment  by 
inserting  the  names  of  Richard  Wall  and  other  claim- 
ants. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs,  PINCKNEY.  UN- 
DERWOOD, CAMBRELENG,  and  D.  J.  PEARCE, 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  withdrew  his  motion,  and  the  amend- 
ment was  adopted. 

Mr.  JARVIS  moved  to  amend  the  eighth  line,  after 
the  word  ••dollars,"  by  inserting  an  appropriation  of 
seventy-two  thousand  dollars,  to  enable  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  offer  a  bounty  for  the  enlistment  of 
sesmen.     Af^reed  to. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  offered  the  following,  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  same: 

Jind  be  ii  further  enacted.  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  select 
and  purchase  a  site  for  a  navy  yard  and  depot  in  the 


port  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  and  to  erect  lueh 
buildings,  and  make  such  improvements  thereon,  as  be 
may  judge  necesssry  for  the  accommodation  and  lupply 
of  the  United  States  vessels  of  war  in  that  quarter,  and 
for  the  construction  snd  repair  of  sloops  of  war  and 
smaller  vessels,  or  for  the  building  %td  refitting  of  such 
vessels  in  that  port  in  any  otber  manner,  as  he  may  think 
expedient{  and  that  the  aum  of  one  hundred  thouiand 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  for 
such  purposes,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated.  ^ 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  aum  of  fifty  thoti- 
ssnd  dollsrs  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated 
for  the  construction  of  a  dry  dock  in  the  said  navy  yard, 
for  the  reception  and  repair  of  aloops  of  war  and  unaUer 
vessels. 

And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  appoint  a 
clerk  of  the  works,  with  a  salary  of  fifteen  hundred  dol- 
lars,  and  an  assi»tsnt  clerk,  with  a  salary  of  twelve  hun- 
dred dollsrs  per  annum,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  keep 
an  account  of  the  dtabursementa  fo^  msterials  uied  on 
the  works,  and  for  defraying  the  expense  of  labor  per- 
formed in  the  navy  yard,  and  that  the  same  be  paid  out 
of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated. 

Mr.CAMBRELENG  opposed  this  amendment,  on  the 
ground  of  its  incongruity  with  the  original  bill. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  denied  the  existence  of  sny  incon- 
gruity between  them.  It  was  true  that  a  bill  to  eiUb- 
lish  a  navy  yard  at  Charleston  had  been  reported  by  the 
Naval  Committee,  but  his  amendment  was  by  no  neaos 
identical  with  it.  The  bill  alluded  to  consisted  of  nnly 
one  section  I  his  amendment  enibraced  seversU  Bat, 
even  if  they  were  identical,  he  inatsted  that  be  hid  a 
right  to  offer  the  bill  reported  by  the  Naval  Conmittee 
as  an  amendment  to  the  bill  now  under  consideration  io 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  There  was  no  role  that  for- 
bade it.  The  only  case  in  which  an  amendment  could 
be  properly  refused  was  where  there  was  a  palpable 
want  of  analogy  between  the  amendment  offered  and 
the  general  subject-matter  of  the  original  bill.  But 
there  was  no  such  want  of  anslogy  here.  The  bill  be- 
fore the  committee  contained  various  clauses  in  relation 
to  navy  yards{  his  amendment  referred  to  an  object  of 
the  same  description i  and  it  could  certainly  make  no 
difference  whether  one  part  of  the  bill  provided  for  the 
repair  of  an  old  navy  yard,  and  another  for  the  erection 
of  a  new  one.  He  hoped  that  the  important  measure 
he  had  proposed  would  not  be  defeated  on  tecboical 
grounds.  His  constituents  were  deeply  interested  in  it, 
and  he  trusted  it  would  be  noet  upon  its  merits,  snd  not 
given  the  go-by  upon  a  mere  point  of  order. 

The  CHAIR  [Mr.  Pattoh]  decided  that  the  smeod- 
ment  was  in  order. 

Mr.  PICKENS  said  he  had  no  doubt  that  a  navy  ytrd 
ought  to  be  eatablished  at  some  point  between  Ctpe 
Hatteras  and  Cape  Florida.  It  was  due  to  our  com* 
merce  and  the  interests  and  involved.  There  ought  to 
be  a  navsl  position  at  some  convenient  post  between  all 
our  principal  capes,  by  way  of  defence  of  the  coast  si 
well  as  protection  to  our  commerce.  He  would  not 
now  draw  a  contrast  between  Brunswick  and  Charles* 
tont  but  he  would  say  that  one  of  the  first  inducennepts 
to  the  establishment  of  a  navy  yard  was  a  coromercial 
point,  capable  of  furnishing  a  commercial  msrinet  me- 
chanics, supplies,  and  convenient  intercourse  with  the 
interior  of  the  country;  and,  in  these  points  of  viev* 
Charleston  had  many  advantages.  The  ship  chsonel 
was  from  nineteen  to  twenty-one  feet,  sufficient  for  ves- 
sels of  war  of  the  class  under  frigates,  and,  with  a  little 
care,  for  frigatea  too.  But  he  (Mr.  P.)  desired  merely 
to  say  to  bis  colleague,  [Mr.  PzircjLaiT,]  that  be  v«* 
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deeidcdijr  of  opinion  tbftt  his  amendment  was  not  striotly 
hi  order  on  racb  a  bill.    He  undentood  that  the  bill 
oow  before  the  eominittee  was  for  the  naval  lenrioe  for 
tbe  year  1837(  that  it  waa  to  appropriate  money  for 
tboie  objecta  already  establiehed  and  created  by  1aw{ 
tbst  tbe  preient  amendment  provided  for  a  diBtinet  and 
entirely  oev  objecti  and  the  debate  now  showf  its  im- 
propriety, by  calling  into  dtecunion  the  different  merits 
of  Braofwiek  and  Charleston,  and  conflicting  with  the 
original  object  of  the  biil^to  provide  for  tboae  objects 
ilfndy  agreed  upon  and  established  by  law.     Wben- 
erer  a  proposition  to  establish  a  navy  yard  at  Charleston 
wu  brought  forward  by  his  collesgue,  at  the  proper 
tine,  and  in  the  proper  way,  he  (Mr.  P.)  would  cheer- 
folly  give  it  all  the  aid  he  could.     But  he  (Mr.  P.)  de- 
nred  a  remark  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
NcKiov.]    That  gentleman  had  declared  that  he  would 
Tote  for  the  proposition,  because  it  gave  hi:n  an  oppor- 
toQity  of  ahowing  bis  liberality  to  tbe  South i  that  he 
wooM  vote  for  it,  because  it  was  giving  some  of  the  mo- 
ney to  South  Carolina,  &e.     He  (Mr.  P.)  begged  leave 
tony  that,  if  the  gentleman's  remarks  were  intended  as 
t  preamble  to  the  proposed  amendment,  he  would  move 
toitrike  it  out    As  a  Representative  firom  the  State, 
be  repelled  the  idea  with  acorn,  that  she  was  to  come 
bcre  aod  ask  favors  from  this  Government i  and  that  she 
vu  to  be  brought  op  and  kindly  offered  a  division  of 
tbe  ipoils,  because  she  was  in  the  Southern  section  of 
tbb  Union.    He  would  disdain  to  receive  this  appro- 
priation upon  any  such  pitiful  considerations.     He  de- 
ared  it  to  stand  on  its  own  independent  merits.     If 
Charleiton  was  a  proper  place  for  a  navy  yard,  (and  he 
beliered  it  was,)  let  one  be  created  there)  not  because 
It  raa  in  the  South,  but  because  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
Government  to  make  it.     Whether  in  the  North  or 
^th,  let  appropriations  be  made  because  they  were 
figtit  and  proper,  not  because  the  spoils  must  be  given 
(0  tbia  or  that  section  ss  favors.     He  would  call  the  at- 
^Mion  of  the  Houae  to  the  fact  that  the  bill  embraced 
(iinerent  objects,   amounting  in  the  whole  to  about 
1^500,000.    It  was  a  very  large  appropriation. 

Mr.  PiNCKNEY  said,  if  it  was  the  general  sense  of 
P>e  coomitte»4hat  the  proposition  was  inadmissible  in 
■^1  preaent  form,  he  would  withdraw  it,  however  un- 
viHing  be  might  be  to  lose  the  only  opportunity  this 
KMOQ  would  afford  of  obtaining  the  action  of  the  House 
ttpon  it  But,  until  such  opinion  was  expressed,  he 
^ouM  daim  his  right.  The  Chair  had  decided  in  his 
wvofi  ffld  be  insisted,  therefore,  that  he  was  in  order, 
Qoleai  that  decision  should  be  reversed  by  the  commit- 
tee.  Re  was  glad  to  hear  that  his  colleague  was  favor- 
'b'etothe  meuurei  but,  if  bo,  he  could  not  understand 
*ny  hia  colleague  was  opposed  to  a  deciaion  which 
P^  it  tbe  only  chance  of  being  acted  on  that  could  oc- 
i^Mbia  aessirm.  He  kilted  it  with  the  very  breath  with 
*bicb  he  declared  his  approbstion  of  it.  Mr.  P.  said 
1^  had  not  heard  his  colleague  distinctly,  in  all  that  he 
'poke,  but  he  had  understood  him  to  say  that  he  could 
^^  consent  that  the  people  of  Charleston  should  be 
^%^i  up  under  the  corrupting  influence  of  tbe  spoils 
l^en.  Mr.  P.-  said  that  his  constituents  were  incapa- 
"*«  of  being  bought  up  by  any  Government,  or  by  any 
J^fti.  His  colleague  did  not  know  them,  or  he  would 
"^vekpownthat  they  were  as  high-minded  and  disinter- 
'||eo,  in  all  their  principles  and  actions,  as  the  people 
«  any  other  community  in  South  Carolina  or  the  Union, 
/wy  hid  petitioned  for  a  navy  yard,  and  had  shown  the 
P^liar  advantages  of  Charleston  for  a  work  of  tliat  de- 
'^Ptioo.  They  had  a  right  to  do  so.  It  implied  no 
leanness  or  subserviency  on  their  part.  They  called 
'^Pon  the  Government  to  do  what  they  believed  to  be  of 
^lisl  importance  to  the  Government  itself.  But, 
•beiberthc  Government  complied  with  their  request 


or  not,  the  people  of  Charieaton  would  alwaya  act  up- 
rightly and  mdependently  in  politics.  They  would  al- 
ways oppose  or  support  a  measure,  according  to  their 
honeat  convictio;is  of  its  intrinsic  character.  They  were 
not  factious.  They  would  not  oppose  every  thing, 
right  or  wrong,  merely  for  the  gratification  of  personal 
or  political  hostility  to  a  paKicular  individual. 

Mr.  ELMORE  stated  that  Mr.  P.  bad  misunderstood 
his  colleague,  [Mr.  Pickbvs.]  That  gentleman  had  cer- 
tainly not  intended  to  cast  any  reflection  on  the  people 
of  Charleston.  Mr.  E.  understood  him  to  ssy  that  the 
people  would  not  ask  favors  of  the  Government,  but 
that  they  demanded  the  establishment  of  a  navy  yard  aa 
a  matter  of  right.  What  he  [Mr.  Pickshs]  had  said  in 
relation  to  the  "  spoils  system"  was  in  allusion  to  a  re- 
mark that  bad  fallen  from  the  honorable  member  from 
New  York. 

Mr.  PINCKNBT  was  glad  to  be  corrected,  if  he  had 
misapprehended  his  colleague.  He  hoped  the  subject 
would  be  acted  on.  All  that  be  asked  was  definitive  ac- 
tion. This  matter  had  been  before  the  House  two  ses- 
sions already.  He  hoped  it  would  now  be  finally  adopt- 
ed or  rejected.  His  constituents  had  petitioned  for  It 
year  after  yeer,  and  they  had  a  right  to  know  whether 
nhe  work  would  be  constructed  or  not.  It  was  recom* 
mended'  by  the  late  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Mr.  Wood- 
bury. It  was  recommended  by  the  present  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  Mr.  Dickerson.  It  Ts  recommended  by 
many  of  our  most  experienced  and  skilful  naval  officers. 
It  has  been  twice  favorably  reported  on  by  the  Naval 
Committee  of  this  House.  It  comes,  therefore,  recom- 
mended to  the  fsvormble  action  of  the  House  by  every 
specie*  of  sanction  that  can  be  required  for  correct  and 
judicious  legislation  in  reference  to  a  matter  of  this  de- 
scription. He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  amendment 
would  be  adopted. 

Mr.*HAYN£S  appealed  to  Mr.  P.  to  withdraw  the 
amendment.  The  commissioners  appointed  at  the  last 
session  had  reported  in  favor  of  Brifhswick,  and  he 
thought  it  possessed  superior  claims. 

Mr.  PINCRNET  denied  the  superiority  of  Bronsn^ick. 
It  might  have  one  or  two  feet  more  of  water  than  the 
Charleston  bar,  but  it  had  not  suflieient  for  the  admis- 
sion of  a  frigate.  Charleston  had  ample  depth  for  sloops 
and  schooners,  and  Brunswick  could  admit  none  other. 
In  every  other  respect,  Charieaton  possessed  advantagea 
and  fiicilities,  as  a  naval  station,  which  no  other  place 
south  of  the  Chesapeake  could  pretend  to  exhibit  to 
the  same  extent. 

Mr.  DAWSON  moved  to  atrike  out  ••Charleston,*' 
wherever  it  occurred  in  the  amendmenS  and  insert 
«  Brunswick,  in  the  State  of  Georgia."  He  contended, 
with  Mr.  Hatites,  for  the  superior  advantages  of  the 
latter  place.  He  spoke  of  the  great  depth  of  water  at 
its  bar — of  its  healthiness  and  salubrity— of  tbe  quantity 
and  quality  of  the  timber  in  its  immediate  vicinity.  He 
called  for  the  reading  of  the  report  by  the  commissioners. 
He  asked  only  for  justice  to  the  State  he  represen'ed. 
^e  had  no  objection  to  a  navy  yard  at  Charieaton,  but  the 
claims  of  Brunswick  must  not  be  overlooked.  He  hoped 
that  Mr.  P.  would  not  press  his  amendment,  but  allow 
him  to  substitute  Brunswick  in  the  place  of  Charleston. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  said  he  was  extremely  unwilling  to 
detain  the  committee  at  that  late  hour  of  the  day,  but  it 
was  not  his  fault  that  he  was  obliged  to  trespass  on  their 
pstience.  He  had  proposed  an  amendment  to  the  origi- 
nal bill.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia  endeavors  to 
destroy  it  by  another.  Surely,  (aaid  Mr.  P.,)  if  either  of 
us  has  a  right  to  appeal  to  the  other  to  withdraw  his 
proposition,  I  have  a  right  to  appeal  to  the  gentleman— 
not  he  to  me.  Let  him  withdraw  his  substitute,  and 
let  both  propositions  be  considered  separately  and  in- 
dependently of  each  other;  and  I  pledge  myself  that,  if  I 
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shall  be  satisfied  of  the  claims  of  Brunswick,  I  will  cheer- 
fully support  them.  But,  as  the  matter  now  stands, 
this  collision  between  the  two  places  will  only  be  fatal 
to  both.  The  gentleman  may  defeat  Charleston,  but  be 
cannot  carry  Brunswick. 

As  to  the  report  so  much  relied  on,  Mr.  P.  said  he 
had  never  read  it.  Admitting  all  that  was  claimed  for 
it,  it  only  proved  that  there  was  a  conflict  of  authority 
as  regarded  the  two  pUces.  If  Brunswick  was  recom- 
mended by  certain  officers,  Charleston  was  warmly  rec- 
ommended by  others,  equally  experienced  and  skilful. 
He  need  only  mention  their  names.  Captains  Kearney 
and  Elliott,  and  every  gentleman  would  recognise  ihem 
at  once  as  eminently  quslified  to  express  an  opinion  on 
the  point  at  issue.  Both  of  those  officers,  at  diiferent 
periods,  had  examined  Charleston  harbor,  and  other 
places  in  the  South,  and  had  made  elaborate  reports, 
earnestly  recommending  the  selection  of  Charleaton  as 
a  naval  station.  Their  authority  was  certainly  equal  to 
any  that  bad  been  produced  in  favor  of  Brunswick.  It 
was  a  remarkable  fact,  considering  the  very  confident 
tone  in  which  the  gentleman  spesks  of  building  frigates 
and  ships  of  the  line  at  Brunswick,  that  a  sloop  of  war, 
the  Porpoise,  had  been  stranded  on  Brunawick  bar,  only 
a  few  months  before  the  commissioners  had  nnade  their 
report,  and  would  have  certainly  been  destroyed  but  for 
the  timely  aisistance  of  the  steamboat  Dolphin.  Why  did 
^ot  the  commissioners  imbody  tiiat  fact  in  their  report? 
It  shows  either  that  theirreportis  wretchedly  inaccurate, 
as  respects  the  depth  of  water,  or  that  tbe  navigation 
js. peculiarly  perilous;  in  either  of  which  cases  the  com- 
mittee  were  bound  to-hesitate  before  they  did  any  thing 
in  relation  to  Brunswick.  And  what  is  Bruhswick?  Is 
it  a  large  city?  Has  it  a  large  population?  Has  it  any 
one  advantage  on  earth,  as  a  naval  position,  that  Charles- 
ton has  not?  No;  there  is  no  town,  no  population i  noth- 
ing but  the  name  of  a  place;  and,  instead  of  our 'being 
asked  to  locate  a  navy  yard  at  a  large  city,  where  there 
are  mechanics  t9  construct  it,  and  a  powerful  population 
to  defend  it,  and  ample  means  and  facilities  for  building 
and  supplying  vessels  of  war,  we  are  actually  called  up- 
on to  establish  a  navy  yard  at  a  place  which  aflfords 
no  naval  facility  whatever,  and  in  the  desperate  hope 
that  it  may  serve  as  the  substratum  of  a  town  which  spec- 
ulators calculate  to  erect  upon  it.  Sir,  said  Mr.  P.,  1 
hope  that  this  Government  will  lend  itself  to  no  such 
project.  Every  day,  in  this  House,  we  are  reminded  of 
the  impositions  practised  on  the  Government  by  specu- 
lators in  the  public  lands;  but  surely,  of  all  attempts  to 
speculate  on  the  Government,  this  idea  of  establishing  a 
navy  yard,  with  a  view  to  the  erection  of  a  town,  and 
the  consequent  enhancement  in  value  of  the  private 
property  of  individuals,  is  entitled  to  the  palm.  ..The 
gentleman  says  he  only  asks  for  justice.  Then  he  should 
do  ss  he  would  be  done  by.  Twenty  times  the  amount 
of  public  money  had  been  appropriated  for  Georgia  that 
had  ever  been  fur  South  Carolina.  In  addition  to  all 
that  had  been  expended  on  her  harbors  and  rivers,  she 
had  recently  been  benefited  to  a  prodigious  extent  by 
the  establishment,  within  her  limits,  of  one  of  the  brsnch- 
es  of  the  mint.  But  whst  had  been  done  for  South  Car- 
olina? Nothing— literally  nothing.  From  the  period 
of  the  Revolution  to  the  present  time,  she  had  received 
of  federal  appropriationfi,  with  one  or  two  iniignificant 
exceptions,  nothing  more  than  the  annual  payment  of 
the  salaries  of  the  few  federal  officers  within  her  limits. 
The  people  of  Chsrleston  felt  as  if  they  were  discard- 
ed by  this  Government.  They  felt  so,  particularly,  in 
relation  to  thia  measure,  becausa  they  were  aatisfied  of 
the  superior  naval  advantages  of  that  city,  and  were 
therefore  constrsined  to  believe  that  the  continued  re- 
fusal of  Congress  to  adopt  it  arose  from  a  fixed  deter- 
mination to  allow  them  no  lot  or  part  in  tbe  appropria- 
tions of  the  public  money. 


[Here  Mr.  jAavis  inquired  of  Mr.  P.,  if  Chsrlestoa 
bad  never  been  benefited  by  public  eipenditures,  what 
had  been  done  with  all  the  appropriations  for  the  forti 
and  fortifications  in  its  harbor?] 

Mr.  P.  said  he  would  tell  the  gentleman.  It  vsitroe 
that  various  large  appropriationa  bad  been  made  for 
those  objects.  But  the  money  was  not  expended  is 
Charleaton.  It  did  not  go  into  the  pockets  of  her  me- 
chanics. All  the  contracts  were  given  to  strangers^iH 
the  materials  were  brought  from  abroad— all  tbe  work 
was  performed  by  Northern  workmen;  and  though  the 
city  was  certainly  benefited  by  the  forts,  yet  none  of  its 
citizens  were  employed  in  constructing  them,  or  enrich* 
ed  by  the  sppropriations  connected  with  them.  Have 
they  not,  then,  just  ground  of  complaint?  and  Is  it  not 
high  time  that  some  portion  of  their  eootributions  should 
be  returned  in  actual  expenditures  amongst  them,  and 
that  something  should  be  done  to  stimulate  their  enter- 
prise, and  to  manifeat  the  equal  and  impartial  spirit  of 
tbe  Government? 

Mr.  p.  said  he  had  done  with  Brunswick.  It  would 
now  be  his  object  to  show  the  superior  eligibility  of 
Charleston,  as  a  naval  atation,  over  every  other  port 
south  of  the  Chasapeake,  and  the  consequent  advanta- 
ges that  would  result  to  the  Government  from  tbe  estate 
lishment  of  a  navy  yard  and  a  dry  dodk  there. 

In  the  first  place,  Charleaton  is  decidedly  more  popu- 
lous, wealthy,  and  commercial,  than  any  place  that  has 
been  named  in  competition  with  it.     Its  population  may 
be  fairly  estimated  at  fifty  tbouMnd.    It  far  transcendi 
all  of  its  competitors  in  exports  and  imporU.    It  con. 
tributes  incompsrably  more  than  they  do  to  tbe  revenue 
of  the  Federal  Government.     It  carriea  on  a  very  valua- 
ble and  extensive  foreign  commerce,  particularly  w'tlh 
the  West  Indies,  for  which  it  possesses  peculiar  facilities. 
It  is  situated  on  one  of  the  moat  beautiftil  harbors  in  the 
Union,  which  is  generally  alive  with  vessels,  both  foreign 
and  domestic,  and  from  which  egress  can  be  effected  >d 
less  than  art'  hour  to  the  ocean.     Tbe  whole  line  of  its 
front  is  composed  of  wharves,  studded  with  substanltal 
and  capacious  storea.     It  has  six* banks  and  two  insu- 
rance companies,  whose  operations  are  baked  on  an  ag- 
gregate capiul  of  at  least  six  millions.    It  possesses 
floating  capital,  also,  to  an  amount  that  would  enable  it 
to  carry  on  advantageously  twice  tbe  extent  of  its  pres- 
ent trade.    It  derivea  imporUnt  benefits  from  tbe  raa* 
road  that  connects  It  with  Hiamburg,  opposite  Augo^tSp 
in  Georgis,  which  U  the  longest,  and.  perbspt  one  of 
tbe  most  profitable,  iu  the  Union;  and  it  is  destined  soon 
to  realize  still  more  important  benefits  from  tbe  open* 
tions  of  commercial  compsniea  that  have  recently  been 
organized  with  a  view  to  a  direct  intercourse  with  Eu- 
rope, and  particularly  from  the  completion  of  that  rasg* 
nincent  enterprise  which  is  to  un'^te  tbe  Atlantic  witn 
the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  and  which  will  necessarily 
produce  a  prodigious  augmentation  to  its  trade.    Sucn 
is  the  commercial  character  of  Charleston. 

As  regards  its  general  character  for  healthiness,  Mr. 
P.  had  no  hesitation  to  express  it  as  his  deliberste  con- 
viction thst  it  is  one  of  the  healthiest  cities  in  this  or  m 
any  other  country.  Indeed,  it  ia  notorions  that  there 
are  fewer  deaths  in  Charleston,  in  proportion  to  its  pop- 
ulation, than  in  any  other  city  in  the  Union.  This  bss 
been  repeatedly  proved,  by  a  comparison  of  its  bills  of 
mortslity  with  those  of  other  places,  avd  particularly  ii<e 
larger  cities  of  the  North .  By  referring  to  the  documents, 
it  would  be  seen  that  this  assertion  is  oorroborated  by 
seversi  eminent  medical  practitioners,  and  particularly 
by  the  testimony  of  CspTains  Elliott  and  Kearney,  both 
of  whom  have  resided  for  several  years  at  Charleston, 
and  both  of  whom  declare,  as  the  result  of  their  own 
obaervation  and  experience,  that  seamen  enjoy  as  good 
health  there  as  in  any  other  port  in  the  United  States. 
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The  yellow  fercr  w  of  rare  occurrence.  Prom  1815  lo 
1835,  A  period  of  ten  years,  there  were  but  three  years 
to  which  it  madQ  its  appearance^  and,  out  of  a  popula- 
tion ofupwardsof  forty  thousand,  the  aggregate  mortal- 
ity produced  by  those  three  visitations  scarcely  amount- 
to  700  deaths;  and,  even  of  that  number,  a  large  portion 
consisted  of  the  cases  of  individuals  who  had  been  ad- 
dicted to  intemperance,  or  other  vicious  and  destructive 
habits.  From  1823  to  the  present  lime,  a  period  of 
eleveo  years,  there  has  been  no  recurrence  of  that  mala- 
dy; certainly  not  to  any  such  extent  as  to  produce  any 
general  excltem«'nt  or  alarm,  or  to  cause  the  least  inter- 
ruption to  the  commercial  operations  of  the  place.  I 
feel  fully  warranted,  therefore,  in  pronouncing  (said 
Mr.  P.)  tliat  Charleston,  generally  speaking,  is  not  infe- 
rior \i%  healthiness,  during  the  summer  and  autumnal 
seasons,  to  <ny  other  port;  and  it  is  well  known  and  uni- 
versally admitted,  that  during  the  winter  reason  it  is  de^ 
cidedly  healthier  than  any  city  at  the  North. 

In  relation  to  sick  seamen,  Charleston  aflTords  every 
thing  in  the  way  ot  medical  attendance,  and  proper  com- 
fort and  accommodation,  that  can  reasonably  be  contiid- 
ered  important  or  desirable.  The  naval  hospital  there 
is  a  large,  elegant,  and  commodious  building,  calculated 
for  the  reception  of  a  Urge  number  of  patients,  and  con- 
structed upon  the  must  approved  principles  applicable  to 
buildings  of  that  description.  It  was  erected,  only  a  few 
yesrs  tince,  under  an  act  of  Con'^press  that  appropriated 
fifteen  thousand  dollars  fur  that  purpose.  According 
to  an  agreement  between  the  Treasury  Department  and 
ibe  corporation  of  Charleston,  the  management  of  thi^ 
itistitution  has  been  entirely  confided  to  the  latter.  The 
pb>sicians  and  all  other  officers  connected  with  it,  are 
appointed  by  the  city  council.  It  is  superintended  by  a 
board  of  commissioners,  who  meet  regularly  every  week, 
and  also  by  the  mayor  of  the  city,  whose  duty  it  is  to 
\ist  and  inspect  it  once  at  least  in  every  month.  The 
consequence  is,  that  it  is  remarkably  well  conducted. 
The  officers  are  ikilful  and  attentive;  the  patients  are 
treated  with  all  possible  care;  and  the  records  of  the  in- 
ititution  testify  that  the  number  of  cases  that  have  ter- 
minated fatally  bears  but  a  very  small  proportion  to  those 
that  have  recovered. 

As  to  the  capacity  of  Charleston  to  furnish  adequate 
suppUea  for  vessels  of  war,  I  apprehend  (said  Mr.  P.)  it  is 
aimoat  needless  to  enter  into  an  argument.  It  must  be  ob- 
vious to  every  gentleman  that,  in  a  city  so  populous  and 
commerctaJ,  there  can  be  no  difficulty  whatever  upon 
'.his  point.  The  Charleston  market  is  decidedly  one  of 
the  best  in  the  United  States.  It  Affords,  at  all  tiroes,  ev- 
ery kind  of  provisions  usually  required  for  public  vessels, 
h  is  supplied,  not  only  from  the  rich  interior  of  South 
Carolina,  but  from  several  of  the  Southern  and  Sou*h- 
western  States^  and,  abundant  as  the  supply  generally 
ia,  it  is  obvious  that,  if  the  establishment  of  a  navy  ysrd 
should  render  an  increase  necessary,  it  could  easily  be 
increased  to  any  extent  that  might  be  demanded  by  the 
vants  of  the  Government. 

Nor  ia  there  any  greater  difficulty  as  respects  a  suita- 
ble site  for  the  location  of  a  navy  yard.  Captain  Kear- 
ney enomei*ate8  several  positions,  both  in-the  city  and 
its  vicinity,  admirably  adapted  for  this  purpose.  So 
does  Commodore  KHiutt,  in  his  report  upon  this  subject. 
If  this  measure  should  pass,  however,  the  selection  of  a 
fiite  would  devolve,  of  cours'*,  upon  the  President.  It  is 
unnecessary,  therefore,  to  say  any  thing  more  concerning 
it     I  pass  on,  then,  to  tjie  bar  and  harbor. 

This  is  a  most  important  point  in  th^  consideration  of 
this  question.  I  am  dot- ply  sensible  that  1  ought  not  to 
expect  the  passage  of  this  measure,  if  there  was  any 
Well-grounded  dutibt  as  to  the  accessibility  or  safety  of 
the  harbor.  Out,  fortunately,  1  am  able  to  demonstrate 
that  (here  is  no  rational  cause  whatever  for  apprehension 
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upon  this  point.  1  speak  upon  the  authority  of  Captains 
Kearney  and  Elliott,  and  upon  the  testimony  of  intelligent 
and  experienced  Charleaton  pilots.  They  all  concur  in 
stating  that  the  depth  gf  water  on  the  bar,  at  ordinary  tides* 
is  18  feet,  and  at  high  spring-tides,  20  feet.  This  ia  am- 
ply sufficient  for  sloops  and  schooners;  and  all  that  we  ask 
is  a  navy  yard  of  the  secondary  class,  for  the  construc- 
tion aild  repair  of  the  smaller  vessels.  I  have  the  same 
authority  for  saying  that  the  harbor  is  capacious  and  per- 
fectly safe,  and  that  the  anchorage  is  excellent.  That 
there  may  be  no  doubt,  however,  upon  these  points,  1 
beg  leave  to  read  a  brief  extract  from  Commodore  Blli- 
ottVIetter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  from  which  it 
will  |)e  seen  that  Charleston  harbor  is  not  only  perfectly 
accessible  to  sloops  and  schooners,  but  also  to  frigates. 
It  is  as  follows: 

"  The  approaches  to  and  over  the  bar  of  Charleston 
are  accessible  to  all  sloops  of  war  and  smaller  vessels, 
and  may  be  considered  so  for  all  vessels  drawing  sixteen 
feet  of  water,  and  even  a  greater  number,  by  having  re- 
course to  camels  or  lighters,  as  used  by  both  the  Rus- 
sians and  Dutch,  and  by  ourselves  during  the  last  war, 
on  Lake  Brie,  in  floating  vessels  of  war  from  shoal  in- 
to deep  water;  and  by  other  means,  in  that  of  the  Rev- 
olution, in  June,  1776,  by  the  British,  in  passing  over 
the  bar  four  frigate-built  sloops  of  war,  and  two  fifiy-gun 
ships,  (the  Bristol  and  Experiment, )  under  the  com- 
mand of  Sir  Peter  Parker,  in  a  united  attack  on  the 
works  then  erected  on  Sullivan's  Island,  and  which  atill 
remain  a  proud  trophy  of  their  failure,  and  of  subsequent 
events;  and  this  may  be  done  with  greater  facility  now 
by  the  agency  of  steam."   . 

I  trust,  then,  Mr.  Cfiairman,  T  have  shown  that  the 
harbor  of  Charleston  is  perfectly  acceasible  to  national 
vessels  of  the  smaller  clssses;  and,  having  done  that,  I 
now  proceed  to  exhibit  its  advantages,  as  a  naval  po- 
sition, in  certain  other  particulars  that  are  well  worthy 
of  attention. 

Of  these,  I  begin  with  the  important  Article  of  timber. 
The  supply  is  inexhsustible,  and  of  the  very  best  quality. 
The  lower  region  of  South  Carolina  abounds  with  live 
oak,  white  oak,  yellow  pine,  cedar,^  cypress,  and,  in  a 
word,  with  every  species  of  wood  usually, employed  in 
ship-building.  Many  of  our  naval  officers  are  ot  opin- 
ion that  the  Carolina  live  oak  is  superior  to  the  Florida, 
and  much  more  durable.  Now,  it  is  evident  that  it  must 
be  advantageous  to  the  Government  to  establish  a  depot 
for  timber  in  the  very  centre  of  the  region  in  which  it 
is  produced.  The  transportation  of  so  heavy  an  article 
is  necessarily  very  hazardous  and  expensive,  and,  of 
course,  a  great  saving  would  be  effected  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  interest  of  the  navy  would  be  materially 
promoted,  by  having  a  depot  for  it  near  the  place  where 
it  grows,  and  from  whence  it  might  be  carried,  as  re- 
quired, to  other  sections  of  the  country.  And  here  I 
wouU  remind  the  committee  that  the  preservation  of 
live  oak  is  of  the  last  importance  to  our  navy.  It  has 
already  engaged  the  attention  of  our  Government,  and 
acts  of  Congress  have  been  passed  for  that  purpose. 
But  the  very  best  mode  tq  preserve  it  is  to  establish  a 
depot  for  it.  This  would  necessarily  enhance  its  value, 
and  render  it  the  interest  of  individuals  to  attend  to  its 
production.  In  this  point  of  view,  then,  the  measure 
before  us  is  highly  important  to  the  Government;  because, 
by  establishing  a  depot  at  Charleston,  it  will  not  only  be 
able  to  obtain  this  indispensable  timber,  in  any  quantity 
thit  may  be  desired,  and  at  a  lower  rate  than  it  can  be 
obtained  in  any  other  place,  but,  by  enlisting  the  inter- 
est of  landholders  in  this  matter,  it  will  contribute,  di- 
rectly and  powerfully,  lo  its  preservation  and  Jproduc- 
lion.  It  is  unnecessary  to  speak  of  any  other  kind  of 
timber.  The  excellence  of  the  Southern  pine  is  well 
known  everywhere.     That,  and  every  otlicr  kind  of 
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fimber  required  for  naval  purposes,  can  be  procured 
in  grea'er  quantity,  and  at  clteaper  prices,  at  Charles- 
ton, than  in  any  other  port  of  the  United  States. 

But  tinober  is  not  the  only  article  that  can  be  procured 
cheaper  in  Charleston  than  any  where  else.  Lubor  is 
also  cheaper  there  certainly  cheaper  than  in  any  city 
at  the  North.  I  have  the  authority  oF  the  most  experi- 
enced ship -builders  Tor  saying  that  a  sloop  of  war  can  be 
built  or  repaired  at  Charleston  on  decidedly  better 
terms  than  at  New  York  or  Boston.  It  is  not  my  pur- 
pose, however,  to  trouble  the  committee  with  any  de- 
lails  or  comparative  estimates,  to  prove  this  fact.  It  is 
sufficient  to  say  that  such  estimates  may  be  found  among 
the  documents.  But  this  is  not  all.  Vessels  of  war  can 
ulso  be  ([  will  not  say  better,  but)  as  well  built  there  as 
in  any  other  city.  The  mechanics  of  Charleston  are  nu- 
merous, intelligent,  and  skilful.  The  number  employ- 
ed in  ship-building  is  probably  three  hundred.  If  more 
should  be  required,  this  number  could  easily  be  increas- 
ed to  the  requisite  extent.  They  only  want  encourage- 
ment. They  are  equal  to  any  in  the  Union  in  skill,  and 
energy,  and  enterprise.  But  they  have  languished 
more  than  any  other  interest,  from  the  want  of  adequate 
employment.  Only  give  them  encouragement,  and 
their  skill  will  be  developed  and  their  energy  displayed. 
Kmpl(»y  them  to  build  or  repair  your  vessels  of  war,' and 
I  have  no  hesitation  to  pledge  myself,  for  them,  that  ev. 
ery  vessel  built  of  Carolina  oak,  by  Charleston  workmen, 
will  be  equal,  in  durability,  efficiency,  and  elegance,  to 
any  built  in  any  other  place,  that  has  ever  borne  our 
flag  upon  the  mountain  wave  or  achieved  a  victory  in 
our  country'^  cause. 

Another  consideration,  well  worthy  of  attention,  is 
the  capacity  of  Charleston  to  protect  a  nsvy  yard.  It 
is  all  important,  of  course,  that  wherever  an  establish- 
ment of  this  kind  is  located,  it  should  be  surrounded 
with  every  possible  security.  Now,  Charleston  not  only 
offers  such  security  in  the  strength  of  its  population, 
but  also  in  the  fact  that  it  is  strongly  fortified.  Indeed, 
the  harbor  of  Charleston  is  perhaps  better  fortified  than 
any  other  in  the  Union.  A  navy  yard,  therefore,  if  lo- 
cated there,  would  necessarily  enjoy  all  the  protection 
that  could  be  aflforded  by  a  powerful  population  and  a 
well-fortified  harbor,  and  would  certainly  be  as  secure 
as  any,nind  much  more  secure  than  some,  other  works, 
of  a  similar  description,  in  other  sections  of  the  country. 

There  is  another  point,  Mr.  Chairman,  with  which  1 
must  trouble  the  committee.  I  allude  to  the  peculiarly 
advantageous  position  of  Charleston,  as  a  naval  station, 
in  relation  to  our  commerce  with  the  West  India  islands. 
I  say  nothing  of  the  great  and  growing  importance  of 
that  commerce.  Every  gentleman  kttows  its  extent, 
and  appreciates  its  value.  Every  gentleman  knows, 
too,  that  while  it  is  eminently  entitled  to  protection,  it  is 
exposed  to  great  and  peculiar  perils.  Now,  the  vessels 
required  fur  its  protection  are  of  the  very  class  that  it 
is  proposed  to  have  built  in  Charleston.  It  is  imporAnt, 
moreover,  to  our  West  India  squadron,  that  they  should 
have  a  place  of  rendezvous  at  which  they  may  be  con- 
veniently refitted  and  repaired.  Now,  Charleston  is  pre- 
cisely such  a  place.  It  is  nearer  and  easier  of  access 
than  any  other  Southern  port  capable  of  aflfording  pro- 
tection and  supplies.  Vessels  sailing  from  that  port  can 
attain  their  cruising  ground,  in  the  West  Indies,  easily 
and  directly;  while  it  is  notorious  that  vessels  sailing 
from- porta  in  the  Mexican  Gulf  not  only  find  great  dif- 
ficulty in  attaining  them,  but  are  frequently  compelled  to 
return  for  supplies  before  they  reach  their  stations,  in 
consequence  of  the  prevailing  winds  and  currents  in  that 
region.  Now,  this  is  certainly  an  immense  advantage; 
one,  indeed,  that  oL itself  alon^ should  be  conclusive  of 
the  question;  and  that  it  may  be  properly  appreciated, 
and  produce  all  Uie  effect  it  is  so  well  calculated  to  pro- 


duce, I  heg  leave  to  read  the  ezpoaition  given  of  it  by 
Captain  Kearney,  in  his  report  upon  this  subject: 

<•  Charleston  lies  nearer  the  range  of  our  West  India 
trade  than  any  other  port  aouth  of  the  Cheupeske,  ca- 
pable of  affording  equal  protection  in  war,  and  rrpsin 
or  supplies  in  case  of  distress.  Tbe  gulf  stream  fscili- 
tatea  your  pasasge,  and  carries  you  within  a  few  hours' 
sail  of  the  port.  Cruisers,  returning  for  supplies,  will  af- 
ford protection  to  convoys  as  far  as  danger  may  be  sppre- 
bended  from  pirates.  Sailing  again  from  Charleiton, 
you  can  avail  yourself  of  the  variable  winds  which  pre- 
vail as  far  south  as  the  Bahamas;  by  keeping  to  the  east- 
ward  aa  much  aa  is  necessary  to  g^in  the  longitude  of 
the  passages  into  the  West  indies,  a  short  passage  can 
be  made;  and  it  is  practically  known  that  a  ves^^el  can 
reach  her  cruising  ground  about  the  east  end  of  Cubs, 
or  islanda  further  to  windward,  in  less  time,  from  that 
port,  than  from  any  port  of  the  Floridas.  or  ports  in  the 
bay  of  Mexico,  which  lie  weat,  directly  to  leeward. 
Sailing  up  the  aouth  aide  of  Cuba  is  found  very  tedious, 
and  almost  impracticable  for  small  vessels,  during  the 
seasons  the  trade  winds  blow  hard.  The  gulf  psaaage 
is  preferred,  and  it  will  therefore  be  evident  that  a  yea- 
sel  must  make  a  very  circuitoua  route  to  gain  the  wind- 
ward islands  from  these  plsces^from  Charleston  her 
course  is  direct.  This  is  a  matter  of  great  conKquence 
to  our  amall  class  of  vessels,  which  have  not  tbe  ca- 
pacity to  take  on  board  4arge  supplies  of  stores,  and  it 
is  therefore  desirable  they  should  lose  as  little  time  aa 
possible  in  going  and  returning  to  their  stations." 

In  addition  to  this  important  advantage,  as  resprcta 
the  protection  of  our  West  India  commerce,  1  might  ea- 
sily show  the  policy  of  selecting  Charleston  as  s  naval 
station,  in  connexion  with  the  suppression  of  tbe  alave 
trade.  The  traffic  in  slaves  is  still  carried  on  to  s  very 
great  extent.  It  is  stated,  upon  the  best  authority,  that 
<'  naany  thousanda  of  slaves  are  still  annually  brought 
from  Africa  to  the  West  Indies,  and  are  Isnded  sndaold 
on  the  windward  side  of  the  French  and  Spanish  islands. 
Now,  as  this  traffic  haa  been  declared  to  be  piracy  by 
our  Government,  it  is  the  policy,  and  must  be  the  de* 
aire,  of  our  Government,  that  the  most  efficient  means 
should  be  exerted  to  arrest  it.  It  is  impossible,  how- 
ever, to  exercise  due  vigilance  in  relation  to  this  tratnc, 
from  a  station  so  far  to  leeward  as  that  of  Penaacola. 
But  it  may  be  exerted  efficiently  from  Charleston,  irom 
which  the  passage  to  the. windward  islands  is  short,  di- 
rect, and  rspid.  There  are  other  vie wa  that  m'ghlbe 
preiented  in  relation  to  this  division  of  the  subject,  «uc« 
as  the  expediency  of  employing  a  numberjof  fiowll  vei- 
sels  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  rather  than 
an  equal  force  of  large  ones — but  I  feel  that  \  hsTC  al- 
ready detained  the  committee  too  long,  and,  tberelorc, 
hasten  to  bring  these  observations  to  a  close. 

I  trust,  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  1  have  shown  thstCharlea- 
ton  possesses — in  its  wealth  and  commercial  cbsrscter;  in 
its  general  healthiness;  in  its  ample  capacity  to  lurni>n 
medical  attendance  for  sesmen,  and  supplies  oj  P!"°!?; 
ions  for  vessels  of  war;  in  its  having  a  variety  of  el>giDi« 
sites;  in  its  easy  accessibility  to  sloops  and  schooners;  in 
the  extent  and  safely  of  its  anchorage;  in  the  »<rcng» 
of  its  population,  and  its  well-fortified  hsrbor;  >«"?**** 
riety,  and  excellence,  and  cheapness  of  its  timber;  m  ir.c 
cheapness  of  Isbor;  in  the  number  snd  skill  of  its  me- 
chanics; in  its  proximity  to  the  West  Indies,  »na '"*'*' 
cility  with  which  our  West  India  squsdron  could  be  suc- 
cored, both  in  pesce  and  war— every  requisite  for  ^^ 
judicious  location  of  a  navy  yard.*  I  trust  I  lj»v*  • 
shown  the  important  benefits  that  wouJd  resuU  to  " 
Government  from  establishing  a  navy  yard  and  (Jep 
there,  in  the  great  taving  that  would  be  effected  to 
Treasury;  in  the 'preservation  and  r«pr*><^"°.^'°"  «-,  «}• 
live  oak;  in  the  cflRcicnt  protection  that  would  be  sn««^ 
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ed  to  our  West  India  commerce,  and  the  greater  vigi- 
Itnce  that  would  be  displayed,  and  the  happy  effcrctt  that 
votild  be  produced,  in  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade. 
And  if  I  have  succeeded  in  showing  all  this,  may  I  not 
hope  that  the  committee  will  concur  with  me  that  the 
measure  before  us  ought  to  be  adopted } 

Hr.  Chairman,  the  passage  of  this  bill  is  certainly  im- 
pcrtint  to  South  Carolina,  but  it  is  not  important  to  her 
ilone:  sH  the  other  Southern  States  are  deeply  interest* 
ed  in  it.  An  extensive  and  profitable  intercourse  is  now 
ctrried  on  with  South  Carolina  by  the  States  of  Georgia, 
AUbams,  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  North  Carolina,  and  Vir- 
fimi.  Large  quantities  of  their  produce  are  constantly 
pmir'mg  into  the  Charleston  market <  and,  from  the  con- 
stani)^  increasing  facilities  aflforded  to  internal  commu- 
nbtion  by  railroads  and  canalsf  this  beneficial  intercourse 
vill  naturally  be  augmented.  But,  to  give  It  the  most 
efficient  impetus,  and  to  carry  it  to  the  greatest  possible 
extent,  the  necessity  of  a  navy  yard  is  obvious.  Such 
in  establiihrnent  would,  accomplish  two  important  ob- 
ject!: it  would  greatly  extend  the  deniand  tor  Western 
produce;  snd,  by  enlarging  the  quantity  received  at 
Charleston,  it  would  always  insure  an  ample  supply  for 
the  uses  of  the  Government.  It  is  evidently,  therefore, 
the  interest  of  those  States  that  there  should  be  a  navy 
yard  at  Charleston^  seeing  that  it  would  open  to  them  a 
nev  avenue  of  commerce,  and  greatly  Increase  the  de- 
mand Tor  their  various  products— a  demand,  too,  that 
vould  be  continually  enlarging,  from  time  to  time,  ac- 
cording to  the  gradual  extension  of  the  navy,  and  the., 
consequent  necessity  for  increased  supplies. 

There  is  only  one  other  point,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  wbiph 
I  Would  ask  attention;  it  is  this:  that  it  ia  not  only  the- 
policy,  but  the  bounden  duty,  of  this  Government  to  ob* 
serve  impartiality  to  the  different  sections  of  the  Union, 
in  the  exercise  of  its  power  and  the  dispensation  of  its 
patronage.  Unquestionably,  I  would  not  contend  that, 
there  a  work  is  neither  demanded  by  the  exigencies  of 
the  Government,  nor  calculated  to  promote  the  general 
P>od,  it  ought  to  be  constructed  in  a  particular  State, 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  patronising  such  Sta^e  by  an 
unneceaiary  expenditure  of  the  public  revenue.  But  I 
do  contend  that,  where  national  policy  and  the  exercise 
of  a  liberal  spirit  to  a  State  are  both  in  favor  of  a  meas- 
ure, this  House  should  find  in  the  latter  a  powerful  in- 
ducement to  adopt  it.  Now,  the  measure  before  us  is 
preciaely  of  this  character.  It  is  demanded  by  the  ne- 
cessities of  the  Government,  and  it  also  affords  a  fair 
opportunity,  and  a  most  justifiable  occasion,  for  an  act 
of  generous  fiberality  to  the  long-neglected  and  merito- 
fious  State  which  I  have  the  honor,  in  part,  to  represent. 
Assuredly,  sir,  I  would  not  say  that  South  Carolina  pre- 
vtits  stronger  claims  to  the  kind  feeling  of  this  House 
than  any  other  member  of  the  Uniont  but  [  do  say  that 
no  State  is  more  entitled  than  she  is  to  the  liberal  con* 
"deration  of  this  Government.  South  Carolina,  sir,  is 
one  of  the  old  thirteen  who  resisted  the  tyranny  and 
<hrev  off  the  dominion  of  the  mother  country;  she  is 
one  of  the  original  States  that  formed  that  gloriouacon- 
>titutionat  compact,  under  whose  happy  auspices  the 
original  confederacy  has  been  doubled  in  little  more  than 
haifa  century,  and  the  population  of  the  country  has 
increased  fourfold.  Her  soil  is  full  of  revolutionary  bat- 
t'<S''<)undf,  an^  her  history  is  emblazoned  with  the  deeds 
of  revolutionary  worthies.  During  our  secdnd  contest 
for  independence,  she  freely  expended  her  blood  and 
^^uure,  and  she  will  ss  freely  expend  them  again  when- 
^^'cr  she  may  be  required  to  do  so  by  the  interests  of 
o^r  country  or  the  honor  of  our  Government.  And  let 
°)e  »y,  moreover,  that  whilst  she  yields  to  no  other  State 
•n  enlightened  pntriotism  and  generous  devotion  to  the 
C'Jtnmoa  'weal,  she  has  alwaya  contributed  much  more 
iwgely  to  the  federal  revenue,  in  proportion  to  her  pop- 


ulation, than  any  other  member  of  the  Union.  But  what 
act  of  liberality  \\9a  been  shown  to  her?  WhiUt  federal 
munificence  ha«  been  profusely  and  uninterruptedly  lav- 
ished upon  other  sections  of  the  Union,  what  has  been 
done  for  South  Carolina^  Where  are  all  your  roads  and 
canals?  Where  are  all  your  navy  yards?  Are  they  not  all 
at  the  North  and  East?*  Yes,  sir;  there  are  not  less  than 
five  or  six,  of  the  largest  size,  close  to  each  other  at  the 
North,  while,  with  the  exception  of  the  small  one  at  Pen- 
sacnls,  there  is  not  a  single  work  of  this  description  in 
all  that  long  tine  of  defenceless  poast  south  of  the  Ches- 
apeake  bay!  Now,  sir,  permit  me  to  say  that  this  Is 
neither  politic  nor  just.  It  will  not  do  to  tell  me  that  the 
Government  has  already  more  navy  yards  than  it  wants, 
and,  therefore,  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  more.  It 
is  not  true  that  there  are  more  than  are  wanted,  for  I 
have  jusf  demonstrated  the  absolute  m  cessity  of  another, 
for  the  protection  of  our  Southern  coast  and  of  our  West 
India  trade.'  If  there  are  more  than  are  necessary,  it 
must  be  at  the  North,  where  they  are  all  eatabliahed — 
certainly  not  at  the  South,  where  there  is  not  one  from 
Hatteras  to  Florida,  along  an  extensive  and  unprotected 
coast  of  more  than  probably  a  thousand  miles.  Whether 
any  of  the  existing  establishments  of  this  kind  ought  to 
be  abolished  or  no%  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  discuss.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  more  than  one  of  them  might  be 
abandoned  with  great  advantage  to  the  Government;  but, 
whether  they  are  all  retained  or  not,  an  additional  navy 
yard  ought  to  be  erected  at  Charleston  harbor.  I  have 
shown  its  indispensabje  necessity  to  the  South,  and  its 
corresponding  importance  to  the  Government.  I  do, 
therefore,  appeal  in  favor  of  this  measure  to  the  enlight- 
ened patriotism  of  this  honorable  body.  Sir,  ours  Is  a 
Governmentof  feeling  and  opinion.  Teach  the  people 
every  where  to  love  it,  by  an  impartial  administration  of 
its  benefits  and  burdens,  and  it  is  the  strongest  Govern- 
ment Oil  earth.  Alienate  the  affection  of  any  portion, 
on  the  contrary,  by  causing  them  to  feel  and  realize  that, 
vPhilst  all  its  benefits  are  conferred  on  others,  all  its  bur- 
dens are  imposed  on  them,  and  it  mast  necessarily  be 
weakened,  to  the  extent,  at  least,  to  which  such  disaf- 
fection may  prevail.  I  do,  therefore,  earnestly  appeal 
to  the  good  feeling  and  enlightened  judgment  of  every 
gentleman,  from  every  section  of  the  Union,  to  support 
this  measure— particularly  as  I  trust  I  have  ahojvh,  con- 
clusively, that  its  adoption  would  not  only  be  an  evidence 
of  just  liberality  to  my  constituents  and  State,^  but  an  act 
of  wise  policy  in  relation  to  the  Government,'and  essen- 
tially advantageous  to  the  best  interests  of  our  navy. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Messrs.  McKCON 
and  CAMBRELENG,  (who  opposed  it  only  because 
it  was  out  of  order  in  that  bill,  and  preferring  its  being 
brought  forward  and  taken  up  as  a  distinct  substantive 
proposition,)  DAWSON,  CAMBRtXENG,  OWENS, 
ALFORD,  HAYNES,  PARKER,  D.  J.  PEARCE, 
BELL,  GRAYSON,  and  ELMORE;  when  the  amend- 
ments of  Mr.  Dawsoit  and  Mr.  Pincrnrt  were  severally 
disagreed  to. 

Mr.  McKAY  adverted  to  the  fact  that  the  harbors  in 
South  Carolina  and  Georgia  were  directed  to  be  sur- 
veyed last  year  by  resolutions,  while  the  two  harbors  in 
North  Carolina  had  been  entirely  overlooked.  Mr.  McK. 
accordingly  moved  an  item  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars, 
to  defray  any  additional  expense  that  might  be  incurred 
in  surveying  the  two  harbors  of  Beaufort  and  Wilming- 
ton, North  Carolina.   Agreed  to. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  of  Rhode  hiand,  offered  an  amend- 
ment, making  an  appropriation  of  $50,000  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a  site  for  a  naval  depot  at  some  suitable  point 
bordering  on  the  Narraganselt  bay;  which  was  nega- 
tived. 

Mr.  DUNLAP  moved  an  item  of  $10,000  to  purchase 
a  site  and  build  an  hospital  at  Memphip,  Tennessee. 
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Mr.  D.  J.  PEARCE  opposed  it,  first,  on  the  ground 
that  it  proposed  no  benefit:  a  mere  unfinished  building*, 
without  necessaries,  would  be  of  no  benefit  whatever;  it 
Wits  also  out  of  place  in- that  bill;  and  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  was  understood  to  be  preparing  a  more  gen- 
eral measure  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  DUNLAP  rejoined,  and  showed  the  heavy  burden 
imposed  upon  the  citizens  of  Memphis,  for  the  want  of 
such  a  building. 

The  proposed  amendment  was  disagreed  to.       ' 

Mr.  JABVIS  moved  an  additional  item  of  f 5,000  to 
defray  the  expense  of  examining  the  shoals  of  George's 
Bank,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  proper  site  for 
a  light-bouse  thereon;  and,  also,  to  erect  said  light-house; 
which  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  inquired  if  this  amendment  was 
in  order. 

The  CHAIR  would  not  decide  that  it  was  out  of  order. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  insisted  that  it  was,  on  the 
ground  of  incongruity  wiih  the  object  of  the  original 
bill.  The  latter  was  for  the  naval  service,  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Maine  proposed  an  object 
exclusively  commercial  In  its  chnritcter. 

Mr.  DUNLAP  briefly  advocated  the  amendment. 

One  or  two  immaterial  amendments  moved  by  Mr. 
JARVIS  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JARVIS  moved  to  strike  from  the  bill  the  follow- 
ing clause:  **  For  completing  and  equipping  the  ship  of 
the  line  Pennsylvania,  |400,000." 

Mr.  J.  explained  that,  if  this  amendment  was  agreed 
to,  he  intended,  by  the  direction  of  the  Committee" 
on  Naval  Affairs,  to  submit  an  amendment,  proposing 
an  equal  sum  for  the  purpose  of  building  four  sloops  of 
war  of  the  second  class.  There  was  no  division  of  opin- 
ion in  the  Committee  on  Na^al  Affairs  in  relation  to  this 
subject;  they  all  concurred  that  it  was  better  to  allow 
the  ship  of  the  line  Pennsylvania  to  remain  in  the  ship- 
house,  where  she  would  be  safe,  and  on  a  small  expense. 
To  employ  the  Pennsylvania  in  the  servfce  would  cost 
three  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  dollars  more  annual- 
ly than  would  be  necessary  to  keep  four  sloops  of  war 
employed  in  the  service,  which  would  be  of  much  greater 
advantage  to  the  country  than  the  fitting  out  this  huge 
vessel,  and  sending  her  to  the  Mediterranean  to  astonish 
the  nativea. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  insisted  that  this  ship 
had  been  lung  enough  on  the.  stocks  to  have  all  her  tim- 
bers well  seasoned;  and  the  argument  of  the  gentleman 
went  to  show  that  ahe  ought  lo  be  launched  or  de- 
stroyed. If  what  was  said  of  the  waters  of  the  Delaware 
were  true,  and  this  ship  remained  on  the  stocks  much 
longer,  she  could  never  be  got  off,  but  •  WQuId  remain 
ifutar  montiB,  larger  than  the  Trojan  horse— a  mere 
matter  of  curiosity  to  those  who  were  gratified  at  the  ex- 
hibition of,  or  had  a  taste  for,  naval  architecture.  He 
insisted  that  there  was  no  time  better  than  the  present 
for  fitting  out  this  ship,  as  we  had  ample  means  in  our 
power;  and  it  was  understood  that  this  would  have  been 
ordered  by  the  Executive  last  year,  if  hands  could  have 
been  procured.  He  warmly  opposed  the  motion  to 
strike  out  the  clause. 

Mr.  REED  contended  that  the  Pennsylvania  was  in 
tlfb  most  proper  place  she  could  be  in;  and  if  she  was 
launched  to-morrow,  it  would  be  to  the  advantage  of  the 
Government  to  give  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  to 
have  her  placed  back  again  in  the  ship-house.  The 
small  sloops  of  war,  he  contended,  were  the  best  calcu- 
lated for  the  protection  of  our  commerce.  The  mer- 
chants were  looking  for  protection,  and  this  kind  of 
vessels  were  the  best  calculated  fur  the  purpose  of  giv- 
ing them  protection. 

,  After  some  further  remarks  by  Messrs.  JARVIS,  Mc- 
KIM,  REED,  and  SUTHERLAND,  the  motion  of  Mr. 


Jarvts   was  agreed  to,  and  the  clause  was  stricken 
out. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  made  some  general  remarks 
in  relation  to  the  increased  appropriations  in  the  present 
bill,  over  those  for  the  same  brsnches  of  the  service  for 
last  yesr,  and  moved  a  provision  that  none  of  the  mone}s 
appropriated  in  this  bill  should  be  applied  to  the  sur- 
veying and  exploring  expedition;  which  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  REED  moved  an  amendment  appropriating  four 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  materials 
already  on  hand,  to  build  six  vessels  of  war  of  not  less 
than  ten  nor  more  than  sixteen  guns.  Mr.  R.  explained 
that  the  object«of  having  these  vessels  in  our  navy  was 
to  employ  them  on  the  West  India  atatioo  and  coast  of 
Brazil,  where  depredations  were  mnst  likely  to  be  com- 
mitted by  pirates.  These  small  vessels  were  better  cal- 
culated to  navigate  these  waters  than  large  ves9el«>  f^^ 
they  were  the  very  class  of  vessels  necessary  for  tbe  pro- 
tection of  our  commerce. 

Mr.  McKIM  felt  himself  under  the  necessity  of  oppo- 
sing the  am)Kndment,  for  he  was  well  convinced  that  six- 
teen-gun  vessels  or  brigs  were  an  indifferent  class.  He 
preferred  sloops  of  war»  and  moved  to  strike  out  sixteen- 
gun  vessels,  and  insert  sloops  of  war. 

Mr.  DUNLAP  said:'  1  do  not  rise,  at  this  late  hour,  to 
detain  the  committee;  my  only  object  in  rising  isiolet 
the  House  and  country  know  our  true  situstion,  and  hov 
we  do  business.  A  few  hours  since  I  offered  sn  amend- 
ment to  this  bill,  appropriating  only  ten  thousand  dollars 
to  build  an  hospital  at  Memphis.  This,  sir,  was  to  pro- 
tect the  lives  of  the  poor,  honest,  industrious  laboring 
classes  of  this  Union;  and  it  was  rejected.  Now,  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Rbkd]  asks  you  to 
appropriate  the  moderate  sum  of  four  hundred  thousand 
dollars  to  build  vessels  to  protect  the  commerce  of  tbe 
rich,  -  wealthy  merchant;  and  I  doubt  not  it  will  pa»< 
By  the  adoption  of  this  amendment,  you  say  to  the  world 
that  you  will  appropriate  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dol- 
lars for  the  protection  of  the  property  of  the  wealthy, 
while  you  refuse  to  appropriate  any  thing  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  lives  of  the  poor.  To  sucb  doctrines  I 
enter  my  protest.  If  this  be  administering  juaticr,  God 
deliver  us  from  any  more  of  it. 

Mr.  Chairman,  since  I  have  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  on 
this  floor,  I  have  considered  myself  a  representative  of 
the  whole  Unton;  and  when  any  appropriation  hubeen 
asked  for,  \  have  only  asked  piyself  if  my  country  re- 
quired it.  I  never  asked  if  my  constituents  were  to  be 
alone  interested  in  it;  I  have  uniformly  voted  for  tbcm, 
when  I  believed  my  common  country  required  them. 
But  now,  sir,  t  tell  this  committee  that,  until  justice  is 
done  my  constituents,  I  will  oppose  every  appropriation 
for  the  protection  of  your  merchants'  property  afloat  on 
the  high  seas;  for  your  navy  yards;  for  your  fortifica' 
tions,  harbirs,  or  for  any  thing  but  my  country  end  its 
honor.  . 

My  constituents  are  not  interested  to  the  amount  a 
one  cent  in  your  properly  afloat  on  the  seas;  and  I  saXi 
let  it  all  be  destroyed— yes,  all— before  I  will  vote  for 
one  cent  to  protect  it,  while  you  impose  the  onerous 
burden  on  one  town  (Memphis)  in  my  district,  wiih  s 
population  of  less  than  two  thousand^  to  pay  annually 
from  two  to  three  thousand  dollars  for  tbe  support  and 
protection,  not  of  their  own  citizens,  but  of  all  tbe  per- 
sons in  the.great  valley  of  the  Missfssippi  who  have  been 
to  the  great  emporium  of  the  West,  and  on  their  return 
home  are  left  by  the  steamboats  sick  and  destitute  on 
their  wharf.  I  have  asked  but  justice  to  be  done  my 
constituents;  you  have  refused  it;  and  nowt  sir,  I  vi 
mete  it  out  to  others  as  they  have  done  lo  me  and  tune* 
When  gentlemen  from  the  North  and  East  have  hereto- 
fore-called  on  the  South  and  West  to  build  them  m>J 
yards  to  build  their  vessels  in,  to  build  them  forts  to 
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protect  their  cities,  to  improve  their  btrborf,  we  never 
filtered  in  our  support  to  them;  we  voted,  ms  patriots, 
for  wkttever  would  mdd  to  the  honor,,  ^lory,  or  protee- 
tioR,  of  our  common  country;  but  when  we  ask  only  that 
I  bouie  m^y  be  built  for  the  reception  of  the  poor,  sick, 
ind  destitute  citizen  of  the  West,  we  are  refused  it. 

Mr.  D.  J.  PEARCE  also  opposed  the  amendment; 
ind  the  debate  vas  still  further  continued  by  Messrs. 
RBF.D,  WISE,  CHAMBERS  of  Pennsylvania,  CAM- 
BRELENG,  snd  SUTHERIWiND,  when  it  was  agreed 
to.'TeuSO,  niys45. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  to  atrike  the  following 
cUase  from  the  bill:  "  For  the  purchase  of  a  site  and 
(he  erection  of  barracks  at  or  near  Brooklyn,  Long  la- 
Und,  Nev  York,  |50,000.'\   Lost. 

Mr.  GKATSON  moved  aii  item  for  the  survey  of  May 
nVer,  from  Tybee  bar  to  the  Hunting  Islands,  South 
Cirolini.    Lost. 

Mr.  DUNLAP  moved  to  strike  out  th^  two  following 

citoief: 

"Towir.lssn  extension  of  the  hospital  building  near 
Brooklyn,  New  York,  for  enclosing  the  grounds,  and  for 
>Ji  other  ezpeniea  upon  ita  dependencies,  $66,000. 

"For  the  completion  of  the  present  hospital  building 
nnr  Boston,  and  for  all  expenses  upon  ita  dependen- 
ciei,  11,350." 

Mr.  D.  said  he  wished  to  test  the  sense  of  the  commit- 
^  upon  the  principle  whether  hospitals  should  be  eon- 
M  to  one  particular  section  of  the  country  alone. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELRNG,  the  committee 
(nen  rose  and  reported  the  bill  and  amendments  to  the 
Bwie;  and. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BEAUMONT, 

"»e  House  adjourned.  - 

WXBKXaSAT,  FXBBUABT  33. 

REISSUING  BANK  U.  S.  NOTES. 

Amon^  the  usual  morning  business  transacted, 

Mr.  GALBRAITH,  from  the  select  committee  upon 
i^e  lubject  of  banking  operations  and  the  reissues  of  the 
■^es  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  reported  a  bill 
Pf^Tidinj;  for  the  punishment  of  reissuing  the  notes  of 
''5«J»»e  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  EVERETT  took  this  occasion  to  disclaim  any 
part\cii>ai\on  in  the  bill  or  report,  never  having  seen 
either.  The  committee  met  soon  after  their  appointment, 
*oen  oofbing  waa  done.  ,  They  were  to  wait  the  call  of 
*^cir  chairman  for  their  next  meeting.  He  now  understood 
h  ?L^'^  had  a  meeting  some  days  since,  but  of  this  he 
'^^  M  no  notice  to  attend.  The  first  notitffe  he  had 
*^  ynterday,  when  the  chairman  said  the  committee 
^7T^^  roecting  that  evening,  at  the  lodgings  of  one 
^!>)e  members.  My.  E.  informed  him  that  he  waa  too 
"^ch  indisposed  to  go  out  in  the  evening,  but  would 
^tend  anv  morning  in  the  committee  room  at  the  House. 
f^f  '^^refbre  disclaimed  all  share,  or  merit,  or  responsi- 
'^^i  for  the  bill  or  report. 

^r.  MASON,  of  Maine,  moved  that  five  thousand 
^P'«  be  printed  I  which  motion  lies  over. 

NAVAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG, 

p«ceded  to  the  orders  of  the  day,  and  t^ok  up  the 
t^'ii  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for  the 
/«rl837. 

'Hie  amendments  were  read;  and. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  all  those  to  which 
<>o  exception  waa  taken  were  concurred  in. 

The  question  recurring  on  concurring  with  the  com- 
^t*<ee  if)  the  amendment  striking  out  the  appropriation 
''I  1400,000  for  completing  and  equipping  the  abip 
rennsyiYtnia— 


Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  called  for  the  yeu  aitd  nays;  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  entered  at  aome  length  into  an 
argument  in  support  of  the  appropriation  for  fitting 
out  the  Pennsylvania.  It  appeared  to  him  as  if  some 
understanding  existed  among  gentlemen  to  atrike  out 
this  highly  necessary  appropriation.  The  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Naval  AfTaira  [Mr.  Jabvis]  had  said 
that  that  noble  ship  would  be  better  where  she  now  isi 
(that  is,  if  lefl  on  the  stocks.)  He  (Mr.  8.)  waa  not 
quite  aure  of  that.  He  would  aak  if  it  would  not  be 
more  auitable  for  her  to  be  aent  out  upon  her  proper  ele- 
ment than  to  be  detained  rotting  where  alie  now  was. 
Ha  would  ask,  why  had  thia  ahip  been  buUt,  if  only  to 
be  kept^nder  a  roof,  to  be  looked  at  by  a  few  occaaional 
visiters  at  Philadelphia?  The  honorable  gentleman 
[Mr.  Jabvis]  had  expreaaed  a  preference  for  small 
sloops  and  schooners — for  a  mere  Lilliputian  naval  force. 
He  [Mr.  Jabvib]  was  for  having  nothing  but  boat8{  all 
small,  all  upon  a  small  acalet  and  the  main  argument  be 
has  urged  in  suppoat  of  thia  preference  of  small  before 
great,  was  what  appeared  to  him  (Mr.  S.)  aingular 
enough. 

The  honorable  gentleman  was  really  afraid  that,  if  we 
employed  such  large  vessels,  the  Isrge  ships  would  be 
lost,  and  the  men  all  be  drowned!  This  waa  a  sort  of 
hydrophobia  which  hadaeiaed  upon  the  honorable  gentle- 
mani  auch  a  tender  concern,  and  such  feeling  ariiiety 
to  save  our  sailors  from  drowning,  as  had  been  evinced 
by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  ap- 
peared to  him  (Mr.  S.)  very  much  like  the  terror  and 
alarm  which  a  poor  hen  exhibited  when  any  of  her 
duckling  brood  threatened  to  approach  too  near  the 
water.  The  honorable  gentleman  waa  not  willing  that 
the  ahip  ahould  go  to  aea!  He  wanted  it  to  stay 
on  shore.  He  [Mr.  Jasvis]  waa  opposed  to  having 
the  ahip  launched,  for  fear  it  ahould  periah  and 
decay  when  on  the  water;  and,  therefore,  for  aafe 
keeping,  be  would  have  it  kept  on  dry  land!  Thia 
was  very  much  like  the  schoolboy  who  was  re- 
quired to  learn  to  awtm  without  going  into  the  witer. 
He  (Mr.  S.)  would,  however,  affirm  that  the  proper  ele- 
ment of  m  ship  was.the  water,  not  the  land;  that  ita  busi- 
ness waa  properly  on  the  water;  and  that»  after  being 
conatructed,  it  anawered  no  uaelul  purpose  if  kept  on  the 
stocks,  under  cover,  to  be  seen  but  by  few;  besides,  in 
this  situation,  the  ah'p  was  exposed  to  a  more  certain 
and  more  rapid  decay;  whereaa,  if  launched,  the  decay 
which  had  already  commenced  would  be  retarded. 
The  excuse  given  for  suflTering  the  largest  ship  in  the 
wucid,  and  at  the  same  time  he  would  aay  the  most 
beautiful,  to  lie  and  perish,  was  that  it  would  save 
money !  And  yet  this  money  was  not,  after  all,  to  be 
aaved,  but  waa  to  be  appropriated  for  a  batch  of  small 
fry,  which,  as  it  seemed,  better  pleased  the  taste  of 
the  •  honorable  gentleman  from  Maasachusetta  [Mr. 
Rxan.] 

So  far  from  such  small  sloops  being  the  moftt  proper 
and  auitable  for  the  navy,  Mr.  8.  contended  they  were 
the  gravea  of  our  gallant  officers;  in  proof  of  which  he 
instanced  the  Hornet,  and  other  aloops  of  war.  Mr.  S. 
then  adverted  to  the  slight  put  upon  Pennsylvania  in  re- 
jecting thia  appropriation,  which  alight  he  contended 
was  not  to  be  wsshed  ofT^y  the  flattery  of  calling  her 
the  *<  Kevatone  State:"  l^hia  opinion,  what  ought  to  be 
done  with  the  Pennsylvania  was  this;  it  ought  to  be  fit- 
ted out  and  launched,  and  aent  to  foreign  ports,  that  it 
might  there  be  seen  what  American  navnl  architecture 
was,  what  American  aeamen  were,  what  force  we  could 
command  in  case  of  war.  He  would  not  send  it,  aa  the 
honorable  chairman  had  sneeringly  observed,  **  to  as- 
tonish the  natives."  He  was  not  inclined  to  regard  a 
proper  display  of  our  power  and  force  in  auch  a  light. 
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He  thouf»ht  to  adopt  this  course  (which  he,  who  was  no 
naval  man,  would  recommend)  was  much  better  than  to 
let  the  ship  lie  rotting  and  perishing  under  a  house,  as 
it  was  now  doing,  and  as  the  honorable  gentle- 
man (who  is  so  well  skilled  in  naval  affairs)  recom- 
mends that  it  should  continue  to  be  done.  True,  the 
ship  eventually  must  rnt;  but  the  sea,  he  contended, 
was  its  prnper  element;  by  being  in  the  water  it 
would  not  be  so  liable  to  rot;  but,  by  being  detained 
on  shore,  its  utter  decay  was  certain.  Mr.  S.  then  re- 
ferred to  the  authority  of  competent  judges  to  prove 
that  the  very  ciroumstance  of  keeping  the  ship  so  long 
a  time  unlannched  was  the  cause  of  a  premature  rot 
and  decay  with  which  it  was  now  threatened  if  this 
appropriation  should  be  refused.  Mr.  S.  concluded  by 
ridiculing  the  idea  of  saving  the  money  by  destroying 
the  ship,  or  (which  was  the  same  thing)  leaving  \\  to 
lie  in  idleness  and  to  rot.  He  contended  that  such  an 
excuse  was  unworthy  a  great  nation,  in  the  present  state 
of  the  Treasury.  It  would,  he  (Mr.  S.)  thought,  shed 
no  halo  around  the  head  of  the  naval  chairman,  [Mr. 
Jabtis,]  when  it  should  be  said  hereafter  that  by  his  in- 
fluence the  Pennsylvania,  the  largest,  the  best  built,  the 
most  beautiful  ship  in  the  world,  was  prevented  from 
being  launched,  and  was  left  upon  the  stocks  to  rot;  and 
this  merely  to  save  a  paltry  sum  of  tnoney. 

Mr.  J ARVIS  replied,  and  proffssed  hisdetermination  to 
steer  clear  both  of  the  declamation  and  merriment  of  the 
honorable' gentleman,  [Mr.  Sutrirland.]  He  (Mr.  J.) 
did  not  think  it.  was  just  that  he  should  be  made  respon- 
sible for  an  act  which  was  the  unanimous  act  of  the 
whole  committee;  not  one  dissentient  voice  hsd  been 
raised  in  the  committee;  and  one  gentleman  only,  who 
was  not  present  at  the  time,  had  subsequently  expressed 
his  entire  concurrence  in  the  views  of  the  committee. 
It  was  not,  therefore,  bin  act  alone,  but  that  of  the  whole 
committee.  Mr.  J.  professed  not  to  be  aware  of  any  party 
feelifig  having  participated  in  this  matter.  He  (Mr.  J.) 
made  the  disavowal  of  such  sn  imputation  with  a  feeling 
of  pride;  he  would  also  disclaim  the  insinuation  of  any 
bargain  having  been  made  to  strike  out  this  appropri-. 
atioiu  ' 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  said  he  had  never  asserted  that  a 
bargain  had  been  made. 

Mr.  JARVIS  was  proceeding,  when 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  raised  the  point 
whether  it  whs  in  order  for  the  gentleman  from  Maine  to 
proceed,  there  being  no  quorum  present.  And  the  very 
gentlemen  (Mr.  W.  said)  who  had  voted  against  the  m«» 
lion  of  Mr.  Haitkigav  to  suspend  the  rule  were  now 
absent  from  the  House. 

The  CHAIR  [Mr.  Cbato]  at  first  decided  that  it  was 
in  order  for  dcbste  to  proceed;  but,  on  subsequent 
reference  to  parliamentary  .law,  decided  that,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  a  quorum,  business  must  be  suspended. 
•  The  CHAIR  then  counted  the  members,  and  ascer- 
tained that  eighty  members  only  were  present — no 
quorum. 

Aftf  r  some  desultory  conversation, 

Mr.  BRIGGS  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered,  snd  were :  Teas  44,  nays  69— no 
quorum  voting.  But  the  majority  of  members  piesent 
refused  to  adjourn.  . 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  a  call  of  the  House: 
which  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  MERCER  suggested  that  a  quorum  was  now  pres- 
ent; and 

The  SPEAKER  having  counted,  ascertained  that  one 
hundred  and  six  members  only  were  within  the  bar. 

Mr.  BOYD  ssid  he  was  perfectly  satisfied  that  no 
quorum  would  be  present.  He  moved  an  adjourn- 
ment. 


Mr.  CAMBRELENG  asked  for  the  yeas  ind  ntji; 
which  were  ordered;  and,  thereupon, 

Mr.  BOYD  withdrew  his  motion. 

Various  other  propositions^for  calls  of  the  House,  for 
a  recess,  and  for  adjournment — were  made  and  rejected; 
when 

Mr.  GRANGER  and  Mr.  BRIGGS,  having  been  sp- 
pointed  tellers,  to  ascertain  the  number  of  members 
present,  reported  one  hundred  and  eleven— no  quo- 
rum. 

Af^er  some  other  irregular  motions, 

Mr.  WISE  moved  that  the  Sergeant-at-srms  be  direct* 
ed  to  go  to  the  President's  house,  and  invite  the  mem* 
bers  of  this  House  to  return. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  CAM^^RLENG  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered,  and  were :  Yeas  47,  nays  70— no  quorum 
voting.  But  the  majority  of  tbos<  present  refused  to 
adjourn. 

After  various  other  propositions,  which  were  not  en* 
tertained, 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY  called  for  thi  yeas  and  niji; 
which  were  ordered,  and  were:   Yeas  63,  nayi  56. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

And  the  House  adjourned,  at  three  o'clock. 

TnUBSDAT,  FSBHUABT  23. 

CURRENCY  BILL. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  from  the  Committee  of  Waji 
and  Means,  reported,  with  an  amendment.  Senate  bill 
designating  and  limiting  the  funds  receivable  for  ibe 
public  revenue. 

The  amendment  was  as  follows: 

«•  Sectioh  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  pirtof 
this  act  shall  be  construed  as  repealing  any  existing  liw 
relating  to  the  collection  of  the  revenue  fiom  cusiomsor 
public  lands,  in  the  legal  currency,  or  as  substituting 
bank  notes  of  any  description,  as  a  lawful  currencjs  in 
lieu  of  coin,  as  provided  in  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States;  nor  to  deprive  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of 
the  power  to  direct  the  collectors  or  the  receivers  cf 
the  public  revenue,  whether  derived  from  duties,  tsxei 
or  debts,  or  sales  of  the  public  lands,  not  to  receive  in 
psyment  of  any  sum  due  to  the  United  States  the  notej 
of  any  bank  or  banks  .which  the  said  Secretary  ml 
have  reason  to  believe  unworthy  of  credit,  or  which  he 
apprehends  may  be  compelled  to  suspend  specie  pay- 
ments." 

Mr.  C.  moved  that  the  bill  and  amendment  be  print- 
ed, and  laid  on  the  Speaker's  table,  taking  its  pUceon 
the  calendar}  which  was  agreed  to. 

HOUR  OP  MEETING. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  from  the  same  commillee,  re- 
ported a  resolution  ordering  that,  from  and  after  thu 
day,  the  daily  hour  of  the  meeting  of  the  House  shall  be 
ten  o'clock  A.  M  ,  and  that  a  recess  be  taken  on  each  dsy 
from  three  to  half  past  four  o'clock. 

Objections -being  made,  Mr.  McKIM  askrd  for  lh« 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  but  sub* 
stquently  wittidrew  the  call. 

Mr.  OWENS  renewed  it,  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BOON  aaid,  in  an  experience  of  scversl  ye«r?,  he 
hsd  never  known  a  daily  recess  taken  during  the  short 
sesstonsi  and,  being  well  assured  that  it  would  in  noasy 
expedite  the  public  business,  he  moved  to  strike  out 
from  the  resolution  all  that  part  of  it  having  reference  to 
a  recess.     Lo<)t:  Yeas  40,  nays  not  counted. 

Mr.  PARKER  did  not  think  the  best  time  bad  been 
selected,  and  he  moved  that  the  recess  should  be  froni 
two  to  half  past  three  o'clock. 
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Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  the  subject  had  been  care- 
fully considered  in  the  committeei  with  reference  to  the 
convenience  of  members  and  the  expediting  of  business. 

Mr.  Parkbr's  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  LANE  was  satisfied  that,  instead  of  gaining,  they 
would  lose  by  the  adoption  of  this  resolution,  if  it  should 
be  adopted!  and  he  therefore  moved  to  insert  nine  in- 
stead of  ten  o'clock  A.  M.,  as  the  daily  hour  of  meeting. 
Lost. 

The  resolution  waa  then  concurred  in  by  the  House: 
Yeas  151,  nays  16. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rule*. for  the  purpose  of  taking  up,  and  referring  to 
to  their  appropriate  standing  committees,  certain  bills 
from  the  Senate,  with  the  understanding  that  those 
wbicb  would  elicit  discusfion  should  be  passed  over. 

Mr.  TELL  expressed  a  wish  that  the  land  bill  from 
the  Senate  should  also  be  included:  and  he  moved  an 
•oendment  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  replied  that  that  bill  would  cer- 
tainly elicit  discussion. 

Mr.  BOON  hoped  that  no  friend  of  the  land  bill  would 
suffer  ttiat  bill  to  be  given  the  go-by  in  this  way. 

Mr.  TELL  would  object  to  every  bill,  as  it  came  up, 
tUI  the  land  bill  should  be  reached. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY  then  withdrew  his  proposition; 
sod*  on  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  House  pass- 
ed to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

NATAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL " 

The  unfinished  business  was  the  bill  making  appropri- 
lUona  for  the  naval  service  for  the  year  1837. 

The  pending  question  was  on  concurring  with  the  Com- 
aittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  in  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Jarvis,  and  adopted  tbere- 
iD,  to  strike  from  the  bill  the  following  item: 

*<  For  coropleting  and  equipping  the  ship  of  the  line 
Pennaylvanw,  four  hundred  thousand  dollars." 

Mr.  JARVIS  resumed  his  remarks  of  yesterday,  in 
opposition  to  the  proposed  appropriation  lor  fitting  out 
tke  ship  Pennsylvania.  One  reaaon  why  he  resisted  the 
appropriation  was,  that,  when  the  ship  should  be  launch- 
ed, she  would  not  be  able  to  be  made  use  of,  nor  even 
to  show  herself  at  our  principal  ports,  neither  at  New 
York,  nor  Philadelphis,  nor  at  Norfolk.  She  would  con- 
•eqaenily  be  confined  to  a  few  Northern  ports,  and 
then  there  would  be  a  cry  of  partiality  against  the 
North,  he. 

Mr.  J.  tlien  went  on  to  reply  to  the  arguments  of  Mr. 
SuTHjaKLasii  in  favor  of  thia  appropriation.  It  was  ob- 
jected to  him  (Mr.  J.)  that  he  bad  alleged  an  increased 
risk  of  drowning  ail  one  of  the  grounds  of  his  opposition 
to  the  completiun  of  such  large  vessels.  Mr.  J.  com* 
plaioed  thst  his  views  had  been  misrepresented,  and 
that  this  argument  had  only  been  urged  by  him  in  rela- 
tion to  the  employment  of  a  veasel  of  large  size  in  the 
ezploriog  expedition.  His  argument  in  that  caae  had 
been  as  mllows:  that  a  frigate  of  a  large  size  would  not 
answer  so  well  fur  that  expedition  as  sloops,  because 
there  would  be  a  greater  sacriHce  of  life  by  drowning 
in  the  event  of  the  larger  vessel  running  upon  rocks  aild 
shoaU,  which  woulii  be  avoided  by  sloops.  Mr.  J.  then 
combated  the  position  that  sloops  were  not  so  s-i»fe  as 
vcMeis  of  a  larger  class,  and  expressed  his  belief  that 
the  Wasp  and  the  Hornet,  to  which  Mr.  Sutbzrlaitd 
had  referred  in  bis  speech  of  yesterday,  had  been  sunk 
or  deatroyeJ  by  lightning,  so  that  their  loss,  and  the  de- 
struction of  lives  on  board,  was  not  sltribulable  to  the 
^z«  of  the  vessels. 

>lr.  J.  went  on  to  defend  liimself  and  the  Committee 
&a  Naval  Affairs,  at  some  length,  from  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  SvTBxmuuro,  maintaining  that  prodigality  diffeted 
greatly  from  liberality.     Nor  was  a  prudcut  economy  to 


be  confounded  with  an  illiberal  parsimony.  He  con- 
tended that  the  navy,  which  waa  now  popular,  would 
aink  in  the  eatimation  of  the  country  if  such  expenses 
were  incurred  on  its  behalf  as  should  appear  to  exceed 
the  proportion  of  services  which  it  performed.  As  to 
the  propossi  of  launching  the  ship  for  the  purpose  of 
exhibiting  her  in  foreign  ports,  as  a  proud  specimen  of 
American  akill  in  naval  architecture,  Mr.  J.  contended 
that  mere  bulk  and  aize  were  not  necessary  for  this  pur- 
pose (  that  the  elegance,  skill,  beauty,  symmetry,  and 
perfection,  of  naval  architecture,  were  all  to  be  diacover- 
ed  and*  admired  in  vessels  of  small  size  as  well,  and  per- 
haps better,  than  in  mami^oth  ships  of  this  description. 
Size,  Mr.  J.  contended,  was  not  a  necessary  appendage 
of  beauty )  it  waa  no  proof  of  >superiority  in  naval  archi- 
tecturf,  nor,  he  would  add,  in  natural  history.  Among 
men,  for  example,  who  would  maintain  that  mere  bulk 
conferred  superiority  of  any  kind?  Napoleon  was  no 
gianti  but  where  shall  we  find  a  greater  man,  or  one 
more  able  to  endure  hardships?  In  answer  to  the  ques- 
tion of  Mr.  SuTHBRLAVo,  whether  we  were  to  retrograde 
in  naval  affairs,  Mr.  J.  obaerved  that  he  conaidered  we 
ahould  begin  to  retrograde  from  the  time  we  began  to  in- 
dulge in  unnecessary  prodigality  of  expense)  and  that, 
when  we  reached  the  extravagant  expenditure  of  Euro- 
pean  Governments,  then  he  ahould  think  we  had  already 
retrograded.  As  to  national  character,  he  would  main- 
tain that  thia  was  not  to  be  aaserted  by  the  exhibition  of 
big  ships  abroad;  but,  on  the  contrary,  was  to  be  proved 
and  demonstrated  at  home,  by  the  honesty,  integrity,  in- 
dustry, and  viriiie,  of  the  people.  Here  let  foreigners 
come  to  ascertain  our  character.  Here  le^them  come, 
and  behold  our  institutions,  and  from  theoce  derive  a 
knowledge  of  our  character. 

Mr.  J.  concluded  by  some  remarks  in  reference  to  the 
alleged  decay  of  the  ahip  on  the  stocks,  maintaining  that 
it  would  be  safe  if  left  tKere.  It  would  not  be  more  lis- 
ble  to  decay  there  than  if  launched)  and  that  it  would 
save  a  great  present  and  a  great  annual  expenditure,  if 
left  to  remain  there  until  really  wanted  for  service. 

Mr.  REED  said  he  desired  to  add  a  few  words  to 
what  had  been  said  by  the  chsirman  of  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee [Mr.  jAavis]  upon  the  amendment  now  under 
consideration. 

As  a  friend  to  the  navy  from  his  youth,  be  desirrd  to 
consult  its  true  and  permanent  interest.  I  desire  (said 
Mr.  R,)  on  this  occasion,  as  well  as  all  others,  to  adopt  the 
policy  of  a  liberal  statesman,  regarding  the  true  Interest 
of  a  great  and  powerful  nation.  I  am  aware,  aa  (  have 
often  had  occaaion  to  aay  in  this  House,  that  thia  country 
must  depend  mainly  for  defence  upon  tbe  navy.  It  has 
been  my  constant  endeavor  to  austain  and  improve  the 
navy,  and  I  trust  I  have  not  failed  to  act  in  conformity 
with  the  opinions  I  now  express.  But  a  liberal  policy 
is  widely  at  variance  with  profusion  and  waste.  Extrav- 
agance and  wastefulness  may  deprive  us  of  the  means  uf 
being  libersl  for  useful  purposes.  At  any  rate,  the  ful- 
lest treasury  snd  greatest  resources  may  be  appropriated 
to  useful  purposes)  nothing  should  be  wantonly  wasted 
and  lost. 

The  immediate  question  now  under  consideration  is 
the  adoption  of  the  amendment  of  tbe  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  bv  which  we  struck  out  of  the  navy  appropria- 
tion bill  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  completing 
the  ship  Pennsylvania,  now  on  the  stocks  at  tbe  navy 
yard  in  Philadelphia.  The  ship  Pennsylvania  is  one  of 
our  ships  of  the  line,  and  rated  at  130  guns,  and  is  much 
the  largest  ship  we  have  evi^  attempted  to  build.  We 
have  buik  and  launched  aix  ships  of  the  linc)  three  rated 
74  guns,  and  three  80  guns.  We  hsve  on  the  stocks, 
and  nearly  completed,  and  they  could  be  launched  and 
fitted  for  service  in  a  very  abort  time,  four  ships  of  80 
guns,  and  tbe  ship  Pennsylvania  of  130  guns. 
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Of  the  six  ihips  of  the  line  which  have  been  Uanched 
and  6tted  for  sea,  but  one  is  now  in  commission;  the 
other  five  are,  and  have  been  for  a  lonp  time,  at  our 
wharves.  Then,  we  have  more  of  the  ihips  of  the  line 
launched  than  we  have  occasion  to  use.  When  a  ship  is 
launched,  the  decay  and  deterioration  is  not  inconsider- 
able. The  decay  of  our  ships  of  wsr  has  not  been  less 
than  ten  per  cent,  per  year.  The  ship  Pennsylvania  will 
not  probably  cost  less  than  $700,000.  The  deteriora- 
tion, then.  If  launched,  would  be  070,000  per  year,  and, 
for  a  given  number  of  years,  would  not  cost  a  less  sum 
to  keep  it  in  repair.  I  would  not  wantonly  waste  that 
amount  of  money.  To  launclwthe  ship  would  be  worse 
than  useless.  1  have  already  shown  it  is  not  wanted; 
tbat  we  do  not  use  the  ships  of  the  line  that  are  prefMred 
and  ready  for  sea;  *that  we  have  now  five  ships  of  the 
line  lying  useless  and  rotting  at  our  wharves,  and,  of 
course,  necessarily  requiring  large  and  expensive  re- 
pairs. One  of  these  ships,  the  Ohio,  has  never  been  at 
aea  since  she  was  launched,  and  requires  a  very  large 
appropriation  and  time  to  fit  her  for  sea.  Why,  then,  I 
repeat,  if  five  ships  of  the  line  are  lying  useless  and  de- 
caying, should  we  launch  another  ship  of  the  lipe? 

But  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Sitthbb- 
lavd]  urges  with  great  vehemence  the  launching  of  the 
ship  for  exhibition,  and  informs  us  that  the  present  is  an 
age  of  improvement.  And  he  asks,  very  emphatically, 
shall  we  retrograde?  I  answer,  no.  But  we  look  to 
utility.  Is  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  aware  tbat 
one  of  the  most  important  improvements  of  modern 
times,  in  relation  to  ships  of  war,  is  the  discovery  of  the 
art  of  preserving  them  by  houses  in  which  they  are  tefe- 
ly  and  cheaply  kept?  Uaa  he  read  the  report  of  the 
Navy  Board  upon  the  subject?  Has  he  examined  the 
improvement  himself?  In  this  situation,  if  wars  with 
European  nations  should  require  more  of  our  line  of  bat- 
tle ships,  (1  hope  it  may  be  long  before  such  a  requisition 
will  be  made,)  or  if  from  any  other  unforeseen  cause  these 
ships  should  be  needed,  they  could  soon  be  put  in  a  state 
of  preparatidb,  and  the  country  would  be  sure  of  good 
sliips,  fit  for  service.  I  repeat,  the  plan  of  preserving 
these  expensive  ships  in  good  houses  is  founded  in  wis- 
dom and  economy,  and  wjis  adopted  upon  mature  con- 
sideration. 1  trust  no  trifling  and  frivolous  notion  of 
vain  exhibition  will  induce  us  to  depsrt  from  the  policy. 
It  would  require  1,200  men  to  man  the  ship;  not  easily 
obtained  at  the  present  lime;  and,  if  obtalneid,  should  be 
employed  for.a  better  object.  If  the  ship  was  launched, 
she  woidd  not  be  sent  around  the  world  for  exhibition. 
She  would  either  remain  at  the  wharf  of  Philadelphia, 
or  be  taken  to  some  navy  yard,  (and  there  are  few  in 
the  country  where  she  would  float,)  and  there  remain 
to  rot,  and  be  again  repaired,  and  perhaps  require  re- 
pairs when  most  needed  for  ust* . 

The  gentleman  from  Philadelphia,  [Mr.  Suthbrlavd,] 
and,  1  thought,  some  other  gentlemen,  have  appeared  to 
manifest  a  sensibility  upon  the  subject  wholly  uncalled 
for,  as  if  some  indignity  was  offered  to  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania.  We  have  now  safe  in  these  modern  ship- 
houses  one  ship  of  the  line  at  Portsmouth,  New  Hamp* 
ahire,  two  at  Boston,  Massachusettp,  one  at  Norfolk, 
Virginia,  and  tlie  ship  Pennsylvania,  at  Philadelphia.  I 
propose  to  launch  none  of  them.  I  vtould  treat  the  bhip 
at  Pbi)adelph?a  precisely  as  the  ships  at  Boston  and  Nor- 
folk, and  hope  to  preserve  them  all. 

There  is  no  necessary  connexion  between  the  two 
propositions,  viz:  the  proposition  to  strike  out  the 
$400,000  for  launching  the  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
amendment  to  build  six  small  vessels.  The  Committee 
on  Naval  Affitirs  were  unanimously  opposed  to  the  ap- 
propriation for  launching  the  ahip  before  I  ever  pro- 
posed the  building  the  small  vessels  of  the  fourth  class. 

Our  navy  is  certainly  very  respectable)  but  another  .. 


class  (which  may  be  denominated  the  fourth  class]  of 
vessels  is  vejy  much  heeded  to  perfect  our  navy.  IVu 
class  of  vessels  is  wanted  to  defend  and  protect  o|ir  com- 
merce against  piracies,  or  sudden  war,  in  the  West  In- 
dies, the  coast  of  Brazil,  and  the  coast  of  South  Amer- 
ica, on  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans.  These  vessels 
will  be  most  useful  to  improve  and  instruct  and  qualify 
our  young  ofllieers  for  higher  command.  They  alone  can 
navigate  a  great  part  of  the  coasts  I  have  named.  Tbey 
alone  can  protect  our'  commerce  hi  those  seas.  The 
protection  which  these  small  vessels  can  and  will  afford 
has  been  too  long  neglected.  Our  merchants,  our  com- 
merce, the  best  interests  of  the  country,  all  demand  it. 

The  vessels  I  propose  would  be  of  about  five  hundred 
tons  burden.  Such  vesseb,  built  and  equipped  and  man- 
ned in  the  best  manner,  would  be  roost  effective  for  all 
useful  purposes  of  protecting  our  commerce. 

But,  among  other  arguments,  I  have  been  met  by  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Sutbbrlakd,]  the 
gentleman  from  Rhode  Island,  [Mr.  Psarcb,]  and  by 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  McKix,]  by  ridi- 
cule. These  vessels  have  been  called  Lilliputian  graves, 
and  grave-diggers,'  bumble,  small,  and  conteraptiblf, 
&c.  In  reply  to  these  attempts  at  ridicule,  I  will  only 
say  the  ships  propoaed  are  perfectly  safe;  such  as  mer- 
chants use.  In  vessels  no  larger,  my  constituenis,  in 
hundredsof  cases,  pass  round  Cape  Horn,  traverse  the 
Pacific  ocean,  and  keep  at  sea  for  three  years.  I  heed 
not  the  ridicule}  the  little  vessels  can  bear  it,  and  protect 
and  defend  the  commerce  of  the  country. 

I  will  not  trespass  longer  on  the  patience  of  the  Houie. 
I  know  their  anxiety  to  proceed  to  business.  If  we 
were  not  so  much  pressed  with  business,  instesd  of  pre- 
senting these  brief  hints,  I  should  hsve  rejoiced  to  have 
had  an  opportunity  to  have  gone  into  details,  and  pre- 
sented my  views  fully  to  the  House.  The  importance 
of  the  subject  would  justify  it.  But  I  forbear.  I  am  not 
opposed  to  what  haa  been  done.  I  have  always  been 
friendly  to  a  navy.  It  requires  many  years  to  obtain 
timber,  have  it  seasoned  and  prepared,  and  to  build 
ships  of  the  line  and  prepare  them  for  sea.  They  have 
been  built,  and  may  be  prepared  for  aea  in  a  short  lime. 
If  some  European  war  should  befall  us,  (which  God  in 
mercy  avert,)  the  ships  of  the  line  might  be  wanted. 

I  hope,  Mr.  Speaker,  thnt  the  appropriation  of  $4f00.000 
fof  launching  the  ahip  Pennsylvania  may  be  stricken  out 
of  the  bill,  and  that  the  appropriation  for  the  small  ves- 
sels may  be  adopted. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  insisted  that  the 
Committee  on  Naval  A^airs  had  stepped  aside  from 
their  duty  in  opposing  this  item.  The  gentlemen  froml 
Maine  and  Massachusetts  had  predicated  their  objec- 
tion  to  it  on  the  ground  of  its  novelty,  and  that  dis' 
tinguished  nsval  officers  were  opposed  to  it.  Now,  who 
were  these .^  Why  had  they  not  been  named?  The 
appropriations  bad  been  called  for  by  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, founded  on  the  reports  of  responsible  ofticers. 
Nor  was  this  all:  there  was  a  special  report  from  (be 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  subject,  calling  for  tliC 
very  item  proposed  in  this  bill,  to  which  Mr.  P^.  relet- 
red.  He  wtis  not  disposed  at  once  to  set  aside  such  er'i 
dence  and  such  authority  upon  irresponsible  recommend^ 
aUon,  nor  to  give  his  assent  to  the  cflTort  making  b) 
the  Naval  Committee  to  overrule  the  special  recommenu 
ations  of  the  Executive,  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navyi 
and  of  the  whole  Board  of  Navy  Commissioners.  MH 
P.  then  went  into  an  argument  to  show  that  it  would  b< 
little  abort  of  a  prodigal  waste  of  money  to  substitute 
the  small  vesstls  proposed  by  the  commilteet  and  a<i 
(luced  the  policy  of  Grpat  Britain  in  relation  to  this  mat 
ter,  and  that  of  our  own  Government  for  the  l»s 
few  years,  as  sustaining  his  position,  and  opposite  to  ih 
proposed  plan. 


1905 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


1906 


FsB.  23. 1857.) 


Nanal  Spproprlaiion  Bill, 


[H.  OP  R. 


Mr.  CAMBBELENG  could  not  but  ny  to  those  gen- 
tlemen wh9  professed  so-much  refrard  for  the  navy,  that 
Ibey  etbibited  very  little  of  it,  or  for  the  interests  of  the 
country  generally,  by  making  speeches  at  this  period 
of  the  fession.  He  hoped  they  would  take  his  admoni- 
tion in  good  part;  but  really,  if  they  were  sincere'  friends 
to  the  navy,  they  would  cease  rosking  those  long  speech- 
ei  which  it  been  Mr.  C's  good  fortune  to  hear  for  the 
litt  liiteen  years. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  entered  into  a  sUteroent  in  ref- 
ereoce  to  the  position  of  the  navy  yard  at  Philadelphia, 
ind  certaio  contemplated  improvements  there,  showing 
that  if  tbii  ship  should  not  be  launched  soon,  she  would 
hs?etorot  on  the  stocks.  Mr.  S.  also  quoted  the  spe- 
ciil  report,  in  favor  of  completing  the  Pennsylvanis,  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  warmly  opposed  the  mo- 
(ioo  to  strike  out. 

Mr.  PARKER  drew  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
^t  that  for  leveral  years  no  such  force  as  this  had  been 
reconmended;  and  he  contended  that  the  launching  of 
thiiibip  was  not  wanted  by  the  present  posture  of  our  af- 
fftiri,  or  by  any  exigency  likely  to  arise.  There  were 
foariliips  of  the  line  already  afloat,  which  wer«  more 
tbia  were  necessary  <  and  he  was  not  disposed  to  vote 
ftvty  ao  large  a  sum  of  money  as  $400,000  to  launch  a 
ibip  into  the  water  when  she  was  not  required,  and 
where  the  would  be,  probably,  as  liable  to  decay  as  on 
ihe  itocki. 

The  question  waa  then  taken  on  concurring  with  the 
connuttee,  and  decided  in  the  aflirmative:  Teas  135, 
oiyi  55, 

So  the  clause  waa  stricken  out. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
vai  then  taken  up,  as  follows: 

'*  And,  also,  six  vessels  of  wsr,  of  not  less  than  ten 
nor  more  than  sixteen  guns,  ^00,000,  in  addition  to  the 
ntierialson  hand." 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  concurring  with  this  amendment;  which  were  or- 
dered. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend  the 
uMndment,  so  aa  to  strike  out  "sixteen"  guns,  and  in- 
Krt  ••  eighteen." 

Mr.  REED  (who  moved  the  amendment  in  the  com- 
mitUe)said  be  had  no  objection  whatever  to  Mr.  Maxb's 
■KKioQ;  and  it  was  agreed  to,  without  a  division. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring  with  the 
Aniendoient,  aa  amended,  and  decided  in  the  aflirmativet 
Yeu  118.  nays  47. 

So  the  amendment,  aa  amended,  was  concurred  in. 

The  amendment  proposing  an  item  of  $5,000  for  the 
■vrreyof  Hay  river,  &c.,  South  Carolina,  was  then  ta* 
^<n  upi  And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the 
*^Mn\  reduced  to  #1,S00{  and,  so  amended,  it  was  con- 
wrred  in. 

The  amendment  for  surveying  Beaufort  and  Wilming- 
ton harbors  was  also  concurred  in. 

Mr.  DUNLAP  renewed  the  amendment  offered  by 
bin  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proposing  an  ap- 
propriation of  $10,000  for  the  purchase  of  a  site  and 
<he  conitraction  of  a  marine  hospital  at  Memphis,  Ten* 
B€>f^s  which,  after  some  remarks  from  Mr.  D.  in  sup- 
port of  it,  was  agreed  to,  72  to  53. 

Mr.  JARViS  also  renewed  the  amendment  submitted 
^yhiio  in  committee,  as  follows:  *<To  defrsy  the  ex- 
panse of  examining  the  shoals  of  George's  Bsnk,  for  the 
pnrpoie  of  determining  the  practicability  of  erecting  a 
hsht-hou«e  upon  the  same,  in  aid  of  the  general  appro- 
pnation  for  the  navy,  $5,000{  which,  after  some  re- 
o^arks  from  Mr.  J.  in  explanation  of  the  object  contem- 
plated, was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PINCKNEY  then  also  renewed  his  amendment 
*or  tn  appropriation  for  a  navy  yard,  depot,  dry  dock, 
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Stc,  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  and  asked  lor  the 
yeas  and  nays  thereon;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  P.  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  House  the  fact 
that  he  bad  that  morning  received  a  petition  from  Cap- 
tain Pennoyer,  of  the  steamboat  Dolphin,  praying  re- 
muneration of  his  services  in  having  rescued  the  Uni- 
ted States  brig  of  war  Porpoise  from  a  state  of  immi- 
nent peril  on  BruAswick  bar.  The  statement  of  Cap- 
tain P.  waa  fully  confirmed  by  Captain  Ramsay;  showing 
conclusively  that,  so  far  from  (here  being  a  suflScient 
depth  of  water  at  that  bar  for  frigates  and  ships  of  the 
line,  even  the  Porpoise  (smaller  than  a  sloop)  had  been 
stranded,  and  was  very  nearly  destroyed,  at  the  north 
breaker,  in  attempting  to  enter  Brunswick  harbpr. 

Mr.  P.  insisted  on  the  absurdity  of  establishing  navy 
yards  at  places  where  there  are  neither  forts,  nor  me- 
chanics, nor  any  naval  requisite  whatever. 

Mr.  McKAY  spoke  in  favor  of  selecting  Beaufort,  in 
that  State. 

Mr.  DAWSON  renewed  his  amendment  in  favor  of 
Brunswick. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  spoke  in  favor  of  a  navy 
yard  at  Charleston. 

Mr.  PEARCB,  of  Rhode  Island,  Jollowed  on  the  same 
side,  and  did  full  justice  to  the  superior  claima  ef 
Charleston. 

Mr.  HAYNES  again  advocated  the  claims  of  Bruna- 
wick. 

Mr.  McREON  again  urged  tbe  policy  of  a  Southern 
navy  yard,  and  gave  the  preference  to  Charleston  over 
all  the  places  that  had  been  brought  forward  in  debate. 

Mr.  GRAYSON  was  in  favor  of  Charleston,  but,  if 
Charleston  should  not  be  selected  by  the  House,  he 
thought  there  was  another  point  decidedly  preferable 
to  tbe  port  of  Brunswick. 

Mr.  G.  ssid  the  objections  of  gentlemen  to  Charles* 
ton  proceeded  from  an  erroneous  view  of  the  extent 
of  the  navy  yard  intended  to  be  established  there.  It 
was  not  a  yard  for  the  construction  of  frigates  that  was 
proposedf  if  it  were,  the  want  of  water  on  the  bar  waa 
a  valid  objection.  Bui  for  sloops  of  war  and  smaller  ves* 
sels  there  was  depth  of  water  enough,  and  in  all  other 
respects  but  depth  of  water,  Charlestoh  was  superior  to 
any  other  place  on  the  Southern  coaat. 

Her  mechanics  were  already  prepared  for  the  build] 
ing  of  vessels  of  a.description  not  inferior  to  any  in  the 
United  States.  A  sloop  of  war  might  be  ordered  to  be 
constructed  there  to-morrow,  and  would  at  once  be  built 
in  the  private  yard  of  one  of  her  shipwrights  aa  skilfully 
and  substantially  aain  any  part  of  the  country.  If  any  other 
point  on  the  coast  were  selected  fur  a  navy  yard,  large 
expenditures  for  forts  would  become  necessary.  Charles- 
ton wss  already  securely  /ortified,  and  this  expense  would 
be  saved.  There  is  not  a  navy  yard  in  the  United  States 
that  would  be  more  secure  than  one  in  Charleston,  tvilh- 
out  the  expense  to  Government  of  an  additional  gun. 

In  her  central  position  on  the  Southern  coaat;  in  her 
industrious,  skilful,  snd  excellent  mechanical  in  the  abun- 
dant supply  she  furnished  of  the  best  brick,  and  other 
building  materials;  snd  in  the  ship  timber  which  the  vi- 
cinity afforded,  of  the  finest  kind,  Charleston  afl^orded 
every  advantage  which  could  be  demanded,  except  a 
good  depth  of  water  on  her  bar. 

If,  however,  the  House  was  determined  to  set  aside 
the  claims  of  Charleston,  and  to*  select  that  point  of  the 
coast  where  the  best  wster  was  to  be  found — where  the 
bar  should  be  deepest  and  most  accessible,  still  the  prop- 
osition of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  could  not  be  re- 
ceived. The  report  of  the  officers  who  surveyed  Bruns- 
wick hsrbor  does  itseU  sfford  ample  proof  that  Congress 
should  not  decide  in  favor  of  that  harbor.  These  offi- 
cers admit  that  Savannah  bar  is  the  deepest  snd  most 
accessible  od  the  coMt.    They  say,  expressly,  that  if  a 
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frigate  could  reach  Coxspur,  tbey  might  reverse  their 
decision  in  favor  of  Brunswick.  But  there  is  good  rea- 
son  to  believe  that  a  frigate  might  reach  a.  much  better 
point  than  Cozspur  by  the  tame  inlet^Savannah  bar. 
That  bar  is  the  entrance  not  only  to  Savannah  river,  but 
to  May  river.  This  arm  of  the  sea  (for  such  it  is)  leads  up 
to  a  fine,  dry,  healthy  position,  with  a  depth  of  water, 
from  the  bar  up,  of  nowhere  less  than  twenty  feet.  This 
position  is  high,  and  affords  excellent  fresh  water.  Cox- 
spur  is  a  hard  marsh,  with  not  a  foot  of  high  land,  desti- 
tute of  fresh  water,  and  exposed  to  northeast  gales  from 
the  ocean.  Yet  if  these  officers  could  carry  a  frigate  to 
Coxspur,  they  would  not  have  decided  in  favor  of  Bruns- 
wick. U  is  certain,  therefore,  that  they  could  not  have 
decided  in  favor  of  Brunswick  if  they  had  been  ac- 
quainted with  May  river. 

If,  then,  the  House  determine  against  Charleston,  as 
the  decision  of  the  committee  seems  to  indicate  they 
will,  I  ask  that  they  shall  wait  for  further  information, 
ftnd  act  with  a  full  understanding  of  all  the  facts  con- 
nected with  the  subject.  If  there  is  a  better  place  than 
Brunswick,  let  it  be  ascertained,  and  let  tlie  House  de- 
cide after  a  full  and  accurate  examination  of  the  coast. 
Any  decision  now  in  fisvor  of  Brunswick  would  be  pre- 
mature. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative: Yeas  51,  nays  95. 

So  the  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  McKIM  then  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky,  appealed  to  the  gen- 
tieman  to  withdraw  it,  as  he  wished  to  move  a  reconsid- 
eration of  the  vote  by  which  the  item  of  ten  thousand 
dollars  for  a  marine  hospital  at  Memphis,  Tennessee,  bad 
been  agreed  to. 

Mr.  McKIM  said  he  had  withdrawn  the  motion  once, 
and  he  must  decline  doing  it  again. 

The  House  did  not  second  the  demand  for  the  previ- 
ous question,  only  57  voting  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  CALItOON,  of  Kentucky,  then  made  the  motion 
indicated  above,  and  gave  as  a  reason  for  doing  so,  that 
he  thought  it  would  come  up  much  more  appropriately 
on  what  was  called  the  *'new  harbor  bill,"  when  the 
roost  eligible  points  on  the  Wesiern  waters  might  be  de- 
eicJed  on. 

Mr.  McKAY  understood  that  Memphis  had  been,  or 
was  intended  to  be,  included  in  the  bill  reported  from 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  House  determined  to  reconsider  the  vote:  Yeas 
80,  nays  50;  and  the  amendment  was  then  rejected,  with- 
out a  division. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  to  strike  from  the  bill 
the  following  clause: 

*<  For  the  purchase  of  a  site  and  the  erection  of  bar- 
racks at  or  near  Brooklyn,  Long  Island,  New  York,  fifty 
thousand  dollars." 

Mr.  GU OLSON  asked^or  the  yeas  and  nays,  but  they 
were  not  ordered,  and  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PCARCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  then  rose  and  said 
that  he  had  intended  to  move  an  appropriation  for  Nar- 
ragansett  bay,  but  he  would  demand  the  previous  qusi- 
tion. 

The  House  seconded  the  call:  Yeas  69,  nays  56. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN,  referring  to  the  few  members 
present,  (bsrely  a  quorum,)  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 
Lost. 

The  main  question  was  then  ordered,  without  a  divis- 
ion; and  on  the  main  question,  being  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  be  engrossed, 

Mr.  H  ANNEGAN  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  but  the 
House  refused  to  order  them. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  inquired  if  a  motion  to  recommit 
this  bill  would  be  in  order. 

The  CHAIR  said  it  would  not;  the  previous  question 


having  been  moved  and  seconded,  the  main  question 
must  be  first  taken. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  io  the  af- 
firmative, without  a  division. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  this  day;  and  having  been  engrossed,  and  on  iti 
third  reading, 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  then  moved  tt>  recommit  this  bill 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  with  a  view,  be 
said,  to  reduce  the  aggregate  amount  of  appropristioM 
in  it  in  such  a  manner  as  that  committee,  upon  consider- 
ing the  bill  again,  might  think  proper.  He  added,  tbtt 
he  bad  no  disposition  to  embarrass  the  appropristioos 
for  the  expenses  of  the  Government,  but  he  could  not 
omit  adverting  to  the  fact  of  the  enormous  increaie  in 
this  branch  of  the  service,  and  making  an  effort  to  retift 
it.  He  had  been  given  to  understand  that  the  amount 
of  money  appropriated  in  the  present  bill  exceeded  tbit 
of  last  yesr  by  one  million  two  hundred  thousapd  dollars 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  concurred  in  the  views  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  in  relation  to  retrencbneo^ 
but  he  did  not  think  that  this  was  the  appropriate  bill  to 
commence  retrenchments  upon.      He  was  certsinly  in 
favor  of  retrenchment,  but,  in  the  present  state  of  our 
relations,  he  did  not  think  it  expedient  to  reduce  tbe  ap- 
propriations for  our  navy.     The  Senmte  was  responsible 
for  a  large  part  of  the  one  million  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.    He 
believed  there  was  much  less  money  spent  on  this  brsnch 
of  the  public  service  than  on  others  which  were  less  im- 
portant, and  he  hoped  the  bill  would  not  be  committed. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL,  in  order,  be  said,  to  test  the 
sense  of  the  House  on  this  question,  moved  the  previoui 
question;  which  was  seconded:  Yeas  87,  nsys  44;  and 
tbe  main  question  being  ordered, 

Mr.  GHOLSON  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  tbe 
main  question,  (the  passage  of  the  bill;)  but  tbey  wers 
not  ordered,  and  the  bill  was  passed,  without  a  division. 

ARMY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  that  tbe  House  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  on 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  **  bill  making  ap- 
propriations fur  the  support  of  the  army  for  tbe  year 
1837." 

Mr.  MERCER  moved  to  include  tbe  bill  providing; 
fur  the  erection  of  marine  hospitals  on  tbe  Western 
waters;  which  Mr.  CAMBRELENG  accepted  as  a  tfodi* 
fication. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  include  cer- 
tain  bills  extending  the  pension  system  to  certain  >Veit- 
efn  warriors.     Lost. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  to  include  the  bill  providing  for 
the  erection  of  marine  hospitals  in  the  different  sesporU 
on  the  Atlsntic  frontier.  Lost 

Mr.  THOMAS  moved  to  include  tbe  bill  to  punjsb 
certain  crimes  sgainst  the  United  States  in  tbe  District 
of  Columbia.  Lost. 

Tbe  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  tbe  Wbole 
on  the  stste  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  SuTBcaiAHD  in  tbe 
chair,)  on  the  first  two  bills. 

Tbe  committee  resumed  the  coasideration  of  tbe 
"  army  bill," 

The  amendment  pending  was  an  amendment  to  tbs 
Senate's  amendment  appropriating  #50,000  to  pay  for 
tbe  equipments  of  the  Kentucky 'volunteers  who  bad 
been  called  out  under  the  requisition  of  General  Gaines. 

Mr.  GRAVES  withdrew  bis  amendment,  allowing 
three  months'  full  pay,  as  compensation  to  those  troops 
who  had  mustered  at  Athens;  and  submitted  an  ameod* 
ment  directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  allow  to  the  vol- 
unteers of  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Alabama,  and  Mis- 
sissippi, who  bad  been  called  out  under  tbe  requisition 
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ofGeoenl  G«ne«,  one  month's  pay,  with  all  their  ex- 
penteii  and  making  an  appropriation  of  $11,650  for  the 
pajr  of  the  rifle  corps  and  Coosa  Tolunteers,  who  were 
commanded  hy  Major  Holt. 

After  a  few  explanations  by  Messrs.  GRAVES  and 
WHiTTLESET,  this  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PEYTON  then  moved  an  amendment  appropria- 
ting $135,000  for  arrears  uf  pay  due  to  the  Tennessee 
▼oluntecra  raised  on  the  10th  of  December  1813,  and 
dischariped  on  the  10th  December,  1813. 

Mr.  P.  addressed  the  House  at  some  length  in  sup- 
port of  this  amendment,  and  read  various  extracts  to 
show  the  justness  of  the  claim. 

Mr.  PEARCE  of  Rhode  Island,  wanted  to  vote  under- 
stand'Ugly  on  this  subject  I  and  he  wished  to  know 
whether  the  claim  came  before  the  Rouse  in  an  authen- 
tic foroBv  ^nd  whether  it  had  been  approved  by  ihe  De- 
partment of  War. 

Mr.  PEYTON  explained  that  the  evidence  had  been 
laid  before  .the  Department,  but  by  accident  the  paper 
discharging  these  troops  had  been  losti  and,  owing  to 
this,  the  Department  would  not  mike  the  allowance. 

Mr.  PEARCE  could  not  support  this  claim  unless  it 
came  through  the  regular  channel  through  which  all 
others  came;  and  he  apprehended  that  there  must  be 
some  mystery  in  this  claim,  or  it  would  not  have  laid 
over  this  long  without  being  settled. 

Mr.  BELL  addressed  the  House  at  some  length  7n 
support  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Ohio,  did  not  think  they  could  enter- 
tain the  claim  at  this  time,  and  he  would  move  tolsy  the 
bill  aside  for  the  present.  So  the  bill  was  accordingly 
kid  aside  for  the  present,  by  general  consent. 

MARINE  HOSPITALS. 

The  committee  then  took  up  the  bill  authorizing  the 
purchase  of  suitable  sites  for  the  erection  of  marine  hos* 
pttals  OQ  the  Western  fivers  and  lakes. 

Mr.  Mcl^AY  offered  an  amendment  making  an  appro- 
priation of  $10,000  for  the  erection  of  a  marine  hospital 
at  Wdmington,  North  Carolina,  and  $10,000  for  the 
erection  of  a  marine  hospital  at  Newport,  Rhode  Island. 
After  tome  remarks  by  Messrs.  McKAY,  PEARCE 
of  Rhode  Island,  MERCER,  and  WARD  WELL, 

Mr.  OWENS  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  ap- 
propriating  $10,000  for  the  erection  of  a  marine  hospi- 
tal at  Savannah,  in  Georgia. 

Mr.  REYNOLDS,  of  Illinois,  remarked  that  he  had  ob- 
served a  strict  and  absolute  silence  on  this  subject  until 
the  present  time.  He  considered  this  course,  on  ordi- 
nary occasions,  the  most  wise  in  order  to  secure  the 
passage  of  a  meaaure  in  which  he  was  so  much  interest- 
ed for  his  constituents.  There  is  no  subject  in  which  a 
most  worthy  class  of  citizens  is  so  much  interested,  and 
which  is  so  congenial  to  the  humanity  which,  I  have 
abundant  reason  to  believe,  exists  in  the  heart  of  each 
member  in  this  House.  This  measure  is  not  for  the 
wealthy,  nor  is  it  for  that  class  of  people  who  live  on 
the  fat  of  the  land  without  work.  It  is  for  the  bone  and 
nnew  of  the  country,  the  class  of  people  that  support 
sll,  and  labor  for  their  living. 

On  many  occasions,  during  the  last  session,  his  friends 
ia  the  House  will  recollect  that  he  urged  this  subject 
on  their  eonyideration  so  often,  and  with  so  many  re- 
peated efforts,  that  he  was  fearful  he  had  almost 
tired  the  House  on  the  subject.  On  this  consideration, 
he  deemed  it  his  duty,  to  secure  the  paassge  of  the  bill, 
snd  to  observe  a  perfect  respect  for  the  House,  which 
he  had  done  on  all  occasions,  not  to  urge  the  considera- 
tion of  the  measure  ro  often  on  the  House  as  he  had 
done  heretofore.  He  considered  the  law  so  palpably 
rii^t  that  it  needed  no  assistance  or  explanation  what- 
erer  to  insure  its  passage.     But  the  course  pursued  by 


gentlemen  had  changed  his  opinion i  and  when  he  saw  a 
measure  that  is  so  just  and  right  within  itself,  and  so  con« 
genial  to  his  feelings,  sinking  under  a  load  of  extraneous 
matter,  he  considered  silence  no  longer  to  be  a  virtue, 
and  therefore  would  appeal  to  the  common  sense  and 
justice  of  the  House  for  the  preservation  of  this  desirable 
measure. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Csrolina  [Mr.  McKat] 
offered  an  amendment  for  an  hospital  at  Wilmington,  in 
that  State;  and  to  this  amendment  various  other  proposi- 
tions, for  as  many  other  hospitals  as  amendments,  were 
offered.  One  in  Rhode  Island,  one  in  Georgis,  one  on 
Lake  Ontario  or  Champtain  and  these  all  urged  with 
talents,  and  some  plauaibility  of  reason. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  would  submit  to  the  sound  sense  and 
reflection  of  this  House  for  a  decision  against  all  theae 
amendments,  if  they  desire  the  bill  for  hospitals  on  thd 
Western  waters  to  psss  into  a  law.  If  this  course  were 
adopted,  to  name  the  aitea  for  hospitals  in  the  law,  each 
member  would  be  compelled  to  urge  the  location  of  a 
hospital  in  his  congressionsl  district.  He  hoped  the 
gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  [Mr.  Psabcb]  would  see 
the  utter  impossibility  to  succeed  in  such  a  course,  and 
abandon  his  prospects  of  establishing  his  hospital  in  this 
bill.  In  fact,  that  little  State  (Rhode  Island)  seemed, 
from  the  appropriations  it  had  already  received  from  the 
hands  of  the  Government,  to  be  a  great  favorite  at  the 
city  of  Washington.  He  presumed  all  these  appropria- 
tiona  were  just  and  right;  but  if  this  were  cat  off,  and 
these  stresms  from  the  public  corn  crib  were  diverted 
into  another  channel,  this  little  State  would  require  the 
fostering  care  of  physicians  to  save  her  life. 

It  is  utterly  impossible  to  locate  the  sites  for  hospitals 
in  any  bill  before  Congress.  Every  member  would  have 
a  town  or  site  in  his  congressional  district,  that  he  and 
his  constituents  would  sgree  were  most  excellent  placet 
for  the  welfare  of  the  sick.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  WiaDwitL]  would  say,  and  in  truth  too, 
that  on  the  shores  of  Ontario  were  good  sites  for  hospi« 
(ats{  so  would  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Owxirs] 
urge  it  on  the  consideiation  of  the  House,  that  in  noplace 
was  there  more  necessity  for  hospitals  than  in  that  State. 
This  principle  once  established,  my  friends  all  around 
me,  who  honor  me  so  much  with  their  attention  on  this 
occasion,  must  move  for  hospitals  in  their  respective  dia* 
tricts.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Havitsgav] 
would  have  one  at  Loganport  in  that  State;  and  another 
gentleman  [Mr.  Ikobax]  one  in  the  State  of  Connect!* 
cut. 

This  course  will  at  once  demonstrate  its  impractlcs- 
bility,  and  the  inevitable  destruction  of  the  bill  now  be- 
fore the  House. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  had  himself  once  pursued  this  policy, 
to  name  the  site  for  a  hospital  in  a  bill,  and  on  full 
knowledge  and  experience  of  the  subject  had  abandon- 
ed it  forever.  He  did  not  hesitate  to  say,  and  he  said  it 
because  he  knew  it,  that  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Ohio  river  was  the  most  eligible  point  in  all  the  West 
for  the  location  of  one  hospital.  This  site  Is  the  most 
central  of  any  place  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  in 
navigating  the  rivers  of  that  vast  region  of  country. 

All  the  great  rivers  of  the  West,  some  of  whose  waten 
are  densely  populated,  and  others  fast  settling  and  im- 
proving, concentrate  to  this  point.  It  is  a  point  between 
the  upper  and  lower  Mississippi,  and  convenient  by 
water  to  an  immense  region  of  country. 

Yet,  with  all  these  advantages  to  the  people  for  an  hos- 
pital at  this  point,  and  after  repeated  efforts,  he  had 
abandoned  the  location  of  an  hospital  in  the  bill  at  it. 

The  situation  at  or  near  the  junction  of  the  Ohio  with 
the  Mississippi  will  claim  the  attention  of  the  persons 
named  in  the  law  to  make  the  selections,  and  no  doubt 
there  will  be  established  one  at  this  suitable  point. 
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^  He  would  also  state  to  the  House  that  commissioners, 
tiilented  medical  men,  would  be  more  capable  to  make 
the  selections  than  members  of  Congress,  who  perhaps 
had,  many  cf  them,  never  seen  the  *■  Tar  West"  at  all. 
The  commissioners  would  examine  with  care  and  atten- 
tion the  various  suitable  places  on  **the  Western  waters** 
for  huspitsis,  and  thereby  make  the  selections  with  a 
view  to  the  genersi  weir»re  of  the  country,  and  not  the 
particular  advantage  of  any  congressional  district,  as 
members  of  Congress  would  be  compelled  to  do. 

The  gentlemen  of  the  army»  mentioned  In  the  bill, 
he  would  not  prefer  to  citizens,  to  make  the  selections  of 
sitesf  but  a  majority  of  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals of  which  hfe  was  a  member,  preferred  them  to  citi- 
sent;  and  for  the  sake  of  unanimity  in  the  committee, 
I  and  to  secure  the  passage  of  the  bill,  he  would  not  pro- 
pose an  amendment  to  change  the  commissioners. 

One  other  consideration  he  would  present  to  the 
House,  and  then  conclude  his  remarks.  It  was  the 
great  expenditures  of  the  public  money  in  one  section 
of  the  country,  and  not  much  in  another.  This  must  be 
done,  to  a  great  extent,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case. 
Fortifications,  light.houses,  and  such  improvements,  must 
be  made  on  the  frontier  and  on  the  ocean.  A  light- 
house in  Ibe  interior,  and  off  navigable  water,  would  be 
of  no  use  at  all  to  the  public.  The  same  may  be  said  of 
fortifications,  and  such  improvements,  that  must  be  made 
in  a  certain  part  of  the  Union.  It  is  on  this  principle 
we  of  the  West  act.  We  have  voted  millions  for  these 
Atlantic  improvements,  and  for  the  support  of  the 
Dsyy. 

Twenty-five  millions  of  dollars,  received  into  the  Treas- 
ury from  the  sates  of  the  public  lands  of  the  West,  have 
the  roost  of  it  been  expended  in  State  improvements  on 
the  seaboard.  To  tliis  we  are  compelled  to  accede {  and 
now.  When  we  of  the  new  States  and  of  '*the  far  West*' 
want  a  small  pittance,  a  mere  drop  in  the  bucket,  only 
fifteen  thousand  dollars,  to  enable  certain  oiBcers  of  the 
army  to  purchase  sites  for  hospitals  on  the  Western  wa- 
ters, our  propoaition  is  amended  to  death,  weighed  down 
with  other  hospitals  on  the  Atlsntic  shores,  and  from  the 
very  section  of  country  where  alt  the  treasure  almost  of 
the  United  States  is  disbursed  and  expended.  This 
seemed  to  him  (Mr.  R.)so  manifestly  unjust  and  wrong, 
that  he  supposed  gentlemen  would  abandon  the  amend- 
ments. He  hoped  his  talented  friend  from  Rhode  Island 
[Mr.  PsABcx]  would  cease  his  operations  for  an  hospital 
in  this  bill,  and  use  his  excellent  talents  and  singular  voice 
on  other  occasions. 

Mr.  R.  remarked,  further,  that  a  system  of  hospitals 
suitable  to  the  inland  navigation  of  the  country  would  not 
be  adapted  to  the  seaboard.  The  mode  of  navigation 
was,  from  the  nature  of  the  country,  different,  and  the 
ayatems  could  not  be  alike,  and  ought  not  to  be  in  the 
same  law. 

He  would  conclude  by  saying  that  the  poor  and  friend- 
less, and  the  country  in  general,  are  under  great  obliga- 
tions to  his  friend,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
MsncEH,]  for  bringing  this  subject  before  the  House, 
and  sufitaining  it  with  his  influence  and  talents. 

He  hoped  the  amendments  would  not  be  agreed  to, 
and  the  bill  passed. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  OWENS,  DUNLAP, 
PEARCE  of  Rhode  Wand,  BOND,  REED,  DENNY, 
GRANGER,  GRAVES,  PARKER,  HARPER,  McKAY, 
and  CALHOON  of  Kentucky,  the  amendments  of  Mr. 
OwBHs  and  Mr.  McKat  were  severally  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  PARKER  moved  an  amendment  increasing  the 
appropriation  in  the  bill  to  $30,000,  for  the  purpose  of 
purchasing  sites  for  six  hospitals  at  suitable  sites  on  the 
Atlantic  coast  and  Western  rivers  and  lakes;  which  was 
disagreed  to. 

Mr.  DUNLAP  then  moved  an  amendment  appropria- 


ting $10,000  for  the  erection  of  a  marine  bospitil  at 
Memphis,  Tennessee;  which  was  disagreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LANE,  the  committee  then  roie, 
and  reported  the  bill  to  the  House. 

The  Speaker  having  resumed  the  chsir,  the  amend- 
ments to  the  bill  were  concurred  in;  when 

Mr.  PATTON  moved  to  strike  out  the  enacting clsiue 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  P.  then  proceeded  to  address  the  House  at  tome 
length  in  opposition  to  the  general  principles  of  the 
bill,  and  concluded  by  calling  for  the  yeas  and  nayion 
bis  motion. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  said,  for  the  purpose  of  testing  the 
sense  of  the  House  on  this  bill,  he  would  move  the 
previous  question;  but  withdrew  the  motion  at  the  re* 
quest  of 

Mr.  MERCER,  who  made  some  remarks  in  reply  to 
his  colleague,  [Mr.  Pattost,]  and  concluded  by  mor. 
ing  the  previous  question;  which  was  seconded  by  the 
House;  and,  the  main  question  beirg  ordered,  the  bill^ 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  UNDERWOOD, 

The  House  adjourned. 

Friday,  Fxbruaat  24. 

RELATIONS  WITH  MEXICO. 

Mr.  HOWARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Forei^  Af- 
fairs,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  roesssgeofthe 
President  of  the  United  States  of  the  8th  of  Febnitry, 
made  the  following  report  thereon: 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  to  which  wu 
referred  the  message  of  the  President  of  the  tJnited 
States  of  the  8th  of  February,  relative  to  Mrxico,  htre 
had  the  ssme  under  consideration,  and  respectfbUy  of< 
fer  the  following  report. 

The  history  of  the  relstions  between  the  United  Stttea 
and  Mexico  exhibits  an  unbroken  succession  of  good 
feelings,  and,  as  far  as  the  occasion  permitted,  of  kind 
offices,  on  the  part  of  the  American  Government,  fol- 
lowing out,  in  this  as  in  other  respects,  the  disposition 
and  wishes  of  the  people.  The  first  to  recognise  Mexi- 
co as  an  Independent  Power,  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  has  been  among  the  first  in  the  unceising 
manifestation  of  friendship  to  this  adjacent  North  Ameri- 
can Government.  At  an  early  period  of  her  8trugf'« 
for  independence,  the  ports  of  the  United  Stales  were 
open  to  her  flag,  even  at  the  hazard  of  incurring  respon- 
sibility for  this  act  of  impartial  neutrality. 

But  the  committee  perceive,  with  profound  regreti 
that  on  the  part  of  Mexico  there  has  been  a  long  train 
of  injuries  to  the  property  of  American  citizens  and  in- 
sults to  the  national  flag,  for  which  redress,  though  of- 
ten prom'>sed,  has  seldom  been  obtained. 

This  omission  has  doubtless  proceeded,  in  a  great  meas- 
ure,  from  the  unsettled  condition  of  the  Mexican  Go?- 
ernment,  the  numerous  and  radical  changes,  which 
have  prevented  a  fixed  policy  from  being  pursued  in  its 
foreign  affairs:  But  the  committee  believe  thatithii 
also  sprung,  in  part,  from  a  knowledge  of  the  form  of 
our  Guvcrnment,  and  the  limited  powers  of  its  execu- 
tive branch. 

Cases  might  be  mentioned  in  which  a  demand  for  re- 
dress, when  made  by  nations  whose  Executive  had  the 
power  of  declaring  war,  and  consequently  the  subordi- 
nate power  of  giving  large  discretionary  authority  to  Jts 
naval  officers,  has  been  promptly  met,  when  the  conse- 
quences of  refusal  were  uncertain.  But  our  constitution 
has  wisely  placed  the  war-making  power  in  the  legiai>* 
tive  branch  of  the  Government,  and  no  severe  nfjea>urrt 
are  likely  to  be  adopted  towards  any  foreign  Po^er,  un- 
less upon  much  deliberation  and  repeated  aggressioo* 
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It  vould  seem  to  follow  from  this,  however,  that  in  pro- 
portion to  the  alowneu  should  be  the  firmness  of  the 
voice  of  the  nation,  when  expressed  through  sU  the  de- 
ptrtmentg  of  its  GovemiDent. 

ThoK  nations  which  permit  themselves  to  disregard 
the  remonstrances  of  the  President,  when  conveyed 
through  agents  appointed  by  bim,  and  rely  for  their  se- 
curity upon  the  limited  powers  which  our  constitution 
bu  intrusted  to  that  officer,  must  be  taught  that  his 
complaints  against  injunr  and  outrage  do  but  speak,  m 
imicipation,  the  voice  of  the  entire  people  of  the  coun- 
try. 

U  may  be  that,  without  reference  to  the  Fimited  pow- 
en  of  the  President,  the  Government  of  Mexico  has  been 
encoan|red  fo  persevere  in  its  course  of  aggression  by 
the  nfcntral  absence  from  its  neighborhood  of  vessels  of 
war  t>eiongiog  to  tlie  United  States,  the  interposition  of 
vhich  might  have  been  more  effectual  than  a  diplomatic 
note. 

To  illditrate  this  position,  the  committee  will  select, 
OQtof  the  many  cases  of  serious  and  flagrant  injury  in- 
flicted upon  the  commerce  and  rights  of  the  United 
Statei,  by  officers  of  the  Mexican  republic,  one  of  the 
Ttry  few  in  which  that  Government  listened  to  our  de- 
nnnd  For  sttisfactinn. 

On  the  3d  of  May,  1836,  the  United  States  schooner 
Jeiferwn  anchored  off  the  port  of  Tampico,  direct  from 
Penncolt,  having  been  sent  out  by  order  of  Commodore 
Dillts.  Lieutenant  Oaborn  and  bis  boat's  crew,  who 
went  on  shore,  were  seized  and  imprisoned,  and  the  ves- 
lef  prohibited  from  rnterittg  the  river.  A  demand  for 
Ktisfaction  made  by  the  American  consul  was  haughtily 
refused.  The  Jefferson  left  the  port,  but  communicated 
vith  the  aloop  of  war  Grampus,  of  eighteen  gunt,  which 
one  to  off  the  barj  and  on  the  following  day  there  ar- 
rived another  American  corvette,  and  both  anchored 
Ibcre. 

The  commander  of  the  Grampus  directed  a  note  to 
'he  prioeipal  of  the  port,  informing  him  that,  by  order  of 
ti^e  chief  of  the  division  on  the  West  India  station,  he 
^  come  to  enter  into  a  correspondence  with  him  rela- 
^*eto  the  insult  which  he  had  inflicted  on  the  American 
°»f '  A  note  followed  from  the  Foreign  Department  of 
the  Mexican  Government  to  Mr.  Ellis,  requesting  him 
to  interpose  his  authority,  and  order  the  vessels  to  re- 
''f*'  Mr.  Ellis  very  properly  declined  to  do  so.  In  a 
few  days  m  official  communication  apprized  Mr.  Ellis 
tnit  ihe  Mexican  Government  had  supplanted  the  officer 
ifl  command  st  Tampico,  "by  substituting  in  his  stead  a 
chief  who,  it  flatters  itself,  will  know  how  to  preserve 
raster  harmony  with  the  agents  and  subjects  of  foreign 
J'llions;"  and  announced  that  ••  a  summary  investigation 
|>*dbetn  ordered  to  be  inatituted,  which,  by  putting  in 
jjMrue  light  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Gomez,  would  apply  to 
him  the  punishment  he  deserved,  if  he  should  prove  cul- 
pftbie-,  as  well  as  to  all  others  who  may  have  taken  any 
P*ft  in  the  affair  treated  upon,"  renewing  the  request 
'w  Mr.  Ellii  would  then  give  his  orders  for  the  with- 
^nvftiofttie  squadron  from  before  Tampico{  which  waa 
^$  and  the  vessels  departed.  The  committee  would 
•*«  pleased  if  they  could  stop  here  in  the  narraiivei  but 
J^ey  ire  compelled  to  remark  that,  shortly  afterwards, 
^*  individual  whose*  punishment  was  thus  promised,  as 
"t  Atonement  for  the  insult  to  the  American  flag,  was 
leaned  into  service,  and  assi|;ned  to  a  command  upon 
^^coa&t,  where  his  hostile  feelings  might  sgain  endan- 
g«Mfie  security  of  Americsn  citizens  or  property. 

Y^t  effect  of  this  open  withdrawsl  of  the  apology 

yielded  to  the  American  Government  was,  as  might  have 

**n  antic'pated,  soon  made  to  appear  in  fresh  outrages 

Jpon  Mme  American  citizens,  who  were  entitled  to  have 

**n  treated  with  peculiar  forbearance,  not  only  because 

^^y  were  in  the  employment  of  the  American  Govern- 


ment, but  because  they  constituted  a  part  of  the  crew  of 
one  of  the  national  vessels  whose  services  on  board 
might  have  been  very  essential.  The  arrest  and  lmpris« 
onment  of  eight  of  the  sesmen  belonging  to  the  sloop  of 
war  Natchez  will  not  now  be  made  the  subject  of  com- 
ment, further  than  to  remark  that  the  prevention  of  the 
American  consul  from  visiting  them,  whilst  stck  and  in 
prison,  from  the  4th  to  the  19th  of  November,  was  sn 
act  of  unpardonable  inhumanity,  and  appears  to  have 
proceeded  from  the  same  officer  whose  fictitious  punish- 
ment, but  real  promotion,  had  been  offered  as  an  atone- 
ment for  a  previous  insult  to  the  Ameriean  flag. 

Looking  through  the  catalogue  of  eomptainta  which 
the  United  States  have  to  make  against  Mexico,  on  their 
own  account,  as  the  party  whose  dignity  and  honor  are 
assailed,  the  committee  are  unable  to  perceive  any  proof 
of  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  Government  to 
repair  injury  or  satisfy  honor. 

The  merchant  vessels  of  the  United  States  huve  been 
fired  into,  her  citizens  attacked,  and  even  put  to  deaths 
and  her  ships  of  war  treated  with  diarespect  when  pay- 
ing a  friendly  visit  to  a  port  where  they  had  a  right  to 
expect  hospitality.  It  was  the  inattention  of  the  Mezi* 
can  Government  to  complaints  of  this  description  that 
appears  chiefly  to  have  induced  the  return  of  the  late 
charge  d'affaires;  for  in  his  note  of  December  7th  be 
says:  'Mf  those  [the  claims]  that  might  be  presented 
should  be  all  acknowledged  as  just,  yet  so  lung  as  the 
several  eases  of  unprovoked  and  inexcusable  outrage  in- 
flicted on  the  officers  and  flag  of  his  country,  which 
have  been  heretofore  submitted  to  the  Mezlean  Bsecu- 
tive,  remained  unsatisfiictorily  answered,  he  would  have 
but  one  course  to  pursue." 

It  is  possible  that  the  claims  for  private  property^ 
which  had  recently  been  presented  anew  to  their  notiee^ 
may  have  attracted  the  serious  attention  of  that  Govern* 
menti  but  if  a  cordial  disposition  was  felt  to  adjust  them» 
it  is  not  easy  to  imagine  why  those  cases,  where  a  de- 
cree of  the  Mexican  authorities  had  been  for  a  long  time 
passed  fpr  their  payment,  and  a  portion  actually  paid, 
were  not  fully  satisfied.  The  committee  are  willing  to 
hope,  however,  that  the  manifestation  of  serious  discon- 
tent on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  by  the  withdrawal 
of  their  official  representative,  will  induce  the  Mexican 
Government  to  engage  in  the  active  inveatigation  of  all 
the  grounds  of  complaint  pressed  upon  them  for  many 
years  past.  They  fully  concur  with  the  President,  that 
ample  cause  exists  for  taking  redress  into  our  own  hands, 
and  believe  that  we  ahould  be  justified  in  the  opinion  of 
other  nations  for  taking  such  a  step.  But  they  sre  wil. 
ling  to  try  the  experiment  of  another  demand,  made  in 
the  most  solemn  form,  upon  the  justice  of  the  Mexican 
Government,  before  any  further  proceedings  are  adopt- 
ed. It  is  their  opinion  that  a  diplomatic  functionary  of 
the  highest  grade  ahould  be  appointed  to  bear  this  last 
appeal,  whose  rank  would  indicate  at  once  the  impor- 
tance of  his  mission,  and  the  respect  In  which  the  Gov- 
ernment to  which  he  is  accredited  is  heldi  for,  notwith- 
standing the  causeless  ill  feeling  which  appears  to  pre- 
vail in  Mexico  towards  the  Government  and  people  of 
the  United  States,  the  latter  will  continue  as  long  as  pos- 
sible to  treat  with  respect  their  ancient  though  now 
estranged  friend.  In  conclusion,  the  committee  respect- 
fully submit  to  the  House  the  following  resolutions: 

Baohed,  That  the  indignities  offered  to  the  Ameri- 
can flag,  and  injuries  committed  upon  the  persons  and 
property  of  American  citizens,  by  officers  of  the  Mezi- 
csn  Government,  and  the  refusal  or  neglect  of  that  Gov- 
ernment to  make  suitable  atonement,  would  justify  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  in  taking  measures  to  ob- 
tain immediate  rcdrcas  by  the  exercise  of  its  own 
power. 
Betohtd,  That,  aa  an  evidence  of  the  desire  of  the 
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American  Government  to  preserve  peaceful  relations 
with  the  Government  of  Mexico,  as  lonjr  as  the  same 
may  be  compatible  with  that  dignity  which  it  is  due  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States  to  preserve  unimpaired, 
the  President  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  respectfully  request- 
ed to  make  another  solemn  demand,  in  the  most  impres- 
sive form,  upon  the  Government  of  Mexico,  for  redress 
of  the  grievances  which  have  heretofore  been  ineffectu- 
ally presented  to  its  notice. 

The  report  having  been  read, 

Mr.  HOWARD  said  it  was  the  desire  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Affairs  that  the  House  should  have  an 
opportunity  of  voting  oa  the  two  revolutions  with  which 
the  above  report  concluded!  and  he  wished  to  move  the 
postponement  of  their  consideration  to  a  certain  day,  if 
that  could  be  done  without  their  losing  their  priority. 
He  proposed,  therefore,  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
House,  that,  in  a  day  or  two,  by  the  time  the  report  and 
resolutions  could  be  printed,  the  subject  should  be 
taken  up{  and  he  hoped  it  would  meet  the  concurrence 
of  the  House  to  make  them  the  special  order  for  some 
day,  for  in  no  other  way  could  the  House  be  secure  that 
they  would  be  taken  up  at  all. 

Mr.  U.  did  not  believe,  he  added,  that  much,  if  any, 
difference  of  opinion  would  be  found  to  prevail  in  the 
House  upon  the  ultimate  adoption  of  these  resolutionsi 
but  whatever  the  opinion  of  the  House  might  be,  it  was 
proper  that  it  should  be  expressed,  for  it  was  a  matter 
peculiarly  demanding  th»t  expression.  The  time  of  the 
session  being  so  very  short,  he  reiterated  the  hope  that 
the  subject  would  be  made  the  special  order  for  some 
dsy  close  at  hand,  but  yet  distant  enough  to  allow  time 
for  them  and  the  report  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  H.  would  name  Tuesday  next,  if  by  that  motion 
he  could  secure  their  coming  up  as  the  first  business  in 
the  morningi  and  he  inquired  of  the  Chair  if  that  motion 
would  secure  his  object. 

The  CHAIR  stated  that  if  it  were  under  the  special 
order  for  Tuesday,  it  would  not  come  up  during  the 
morning  hour.  The  gentleman,  however,  could  attain 
his  object  by  a  simple  motion  to  postpone  the  subject 
till  Tuesday,  when  it  would  come  up,  on  that  day,  the 
first  business  as  soon  as  the  journal  was  read,  unless 
some  other  report  made  in  the  mean  time  shouldginter- 
vene. 

Mr.  CAMBR£LENG  remarked  that  it  roust  be  evi- 
dent to  every  gentleman  that  a  debate  on  the  subject  of 
Texas  would  necessarily  come  up  on  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic bill,  where  an  smrndment  would  be  proposed  for 
the  salary  and  outfit  of  a  minister  to  thst  country.  It 
was  also  Mr.  C's  intention,  with  the  assent  of  the  House, 
on  disposing  of  two  other  bills,  to  call  up  that  bill»and  he 
therefore  hoped  gentlemen  would  postpone  the  discus- 
sion of  this  subject  till  then.  L^t  them  go  on  with  the 
public  business  in  the  mean  time,  for  they  mil  knew  that 
on  the  last  day  of  the  session  they  could  do  nothing  in 
the  way  of  original  action  on  bills  under  the  orders  of 
the  House. 

With  regard  to  the  resolutions  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  it  was  no  doubt  intended,  and  it  was  desi- 
rable, to  get  as  much  unanimity  upon  them  as  possible^ 
and  he  therefore  trusted  the  debate  would  be  confined, 
in  the  first  instance  at  least,  to  the  proposed  amendment 
to  the  appropriation  bill.  These  resolutions  might  be 
left  to  the  last  d»y  of  the  session,  when  they  would  be 
taken  up  as  a  matter  of  course. 

Mr.  HOWARD,  in  reply,  reminded  the  gentleman 
that  these  resolutions  had  no  connexion  whatever  with 
the  affairs  of  Texas,  and  lie  hoped  they  would  not  be 
drawn  into  conjunction  with  that  subject  at  all.  They 
bad  been  kept  disconnected  by  the  committee,  nor  was 
even  the  word  ••Texas"  once  mentioned  in  the  report; 
but  our  grievances  upon  Mexico  were  placed  upon  other 


and  distinct  grounds;  and,  whenever  the  resolutions  came 
up,  he  trusted  that  the  subject  of  Texas  would  not  be 
involved  with  that  of  Mexico.  Mr.  H.  was  willing  to 
adopt  any  course  that  might  be  deemed  most  convenient 
by  the  House i  and  he  would  therefore  move  to  nuke 
the  subject  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  Tueidsy 
next. 

Mr.  CAMBRELEXG  rejoined.  The  House  hid  Fri- 
day, (this  day,)  Saturday,  Monday,  and  Tuesday,  which 
was  all  the  time  \th  for  the  passage  of  the  appropriation 
bills;  and,  under  these  circumstances,  he  thought  the 
gentleman  ought  not  to  press  his  motion,  or  to  desire  iti 
adoption.  On  Tuesday  night,  at  13  o'clock,  they  voold 
be  precluded  from  aending  any  bills  from  the  House  to 
the  Senate,  and  they  had,  consequently,  but  four  dayi 
remaining  to  dispose  of  the  whole  of  the  public  business, 
including  all  the  appropriation  bills.  Even  to-day  snd  \q» 
morrow  they  were  obliged  to  set  aside  all  the  private 
buaineas,  to  consider  that  of  a  public  character.  He 
earnestly  hoped  nothing  would  interpose  between  the 
necessary  and  indispensable  business  of  the  country. 

After  some  conversation  between  the  CHAIR  and  Mr. 
HOWARD,  on  the  effect  of  his  other  motion,  Mr.  H. 
moved  that  the  report  be  printed,  and,  with  the  resolu* 
tions,  lie  on  the  Speaker's  table  as  an  unfinished  report. 

Mr.  RObERTSON  said  he  would  not  undertake  to 
say  that  there  was  any  manner  of  connexion  between 
the  proposed  course  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  in  regard  to  that  of  Mexico  and  that  which  related 
to  our  connexion  with  Texas{  but  he  had  the  honor, 
aome  day  a  ago,  to  lay  on  the  table  a  resolution  calling 
for  information  from  the  executive  department  of  any 
communications    that  may  have    passed    between  the 
President  of  the  United  States  and  General  Santa  Anns. 
Now,  Mr.  R.  did  apprehend  that  it  might  be  of  grest 
importance  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  the 
war-making  power,  to  know,  if  any  thing  had  trsnspi« 
red,  what  had  transpired,  between  the  President  of  iba 
United  States  and  the  constituted  authority,  as  he  (Mr. 
R.)  presumed  he  was,  of  the  Mexican  republic.    Tbey 
did  not  know  but  that  General  Santa  Anna,  if  he  were 
really  at  the  bead  of  the   Mexican   Government,  snd 
should  remain  so,  in  gratitude  for  his  reception  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  might  be  disposed  to 
render  the  most  perfect  justice  in  regard  to  the  griev- 
ances against  that  country;  and   if  he  succeeded,  sf 
aeeuied  probable.  Hi  again  attaining  the  office  of  Ek- 
ecutive  of  Mexico,  we  mi^ht  indulge  the  reasonable  ex- 
pectation that  the  friendly  relations  between  the  two 
countries  would  be  amicably  restored,  and  our  grievsn* 
ces  fully  redressed.     With  that  view,  Mr.  R.  appealed 
to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relstionf, 
to  know  from  him  if  they  might  hope  to  receive  sny 
communication  of  what  had  transpired,  if  any  thing  had 
transpired,  between  General  Santa  Anna  and  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  Such  a  communicstion  might 
have  a  very  important  bearing  upon  the  subject  then  be- 
fore the  House,  and  he  thought  it  would.     With  refer- 
ence to  the  report  and  resolutions  before  the  House,  be 
had  no  objection  to  consider  them  at  as  early  a  day  as  the 
chsirman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  or  the 
House,  might  desire;  but  he  asked  that  they  might  nrit 
be  put  in  possession  of  the  information  called  for  by  his 
resolution,  of  any  communications  if  any  there  h«d  been, 
between  the  Executive  of  the  United  SUtes  and  Gencril 
Santa  Anna. 

Mr.  R.  would  make  one  other  remark.  Many  of  the 
complaints  against  the  Mexican  Government  had  origins- 
ted  under  the  administration  of  General  Santa  Anna— at 
least  so  he  apprehended;  and  there  was  thence  gt^f^^' 
reason  to  hope  that  our  reUtiona  with  M^^xico  OD'gbt 
continue  to  remain  pacific. 

Mr.  HOWARD  did  not  wish  the  House  to  engsge  >» 
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I  kDgtbj  debate^  and  be  therefore  moved  to  postpone 
the  further  contidention  of  the  report  ftnd  reiolutioM 
tiil  t»>iBoirow{  which  was  agreed  to.  ( 

ARIfT  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Oq motion  of  >Ir.  CAMBRELENG,  the  Houie  went 
iBto Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Sxitb  in  the  chair,) 
00  the  imeiMlinents  of  the  Senate  to  **  the  bill  making 
ippropriationa  for  the  support  of  the  army  for  the  year 
18S7." 

The  itnendmenl  pending  was  an  amendment  of  Mr. 
PiiToii  making  an  appropriation  of  $150,000  for  ar- 
rnnof  pty  due  to  the  Tennessee  totunteers  raised  on 
the  lOtbof  December^  1812,  and  discharged  on  the  lOlb 
Deceober,  1813. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  expressed  the  hope  that  the  gen- 
tieiDin  FroD  Tennessee  might  not  press  this  amendment 
It  (be  preient  time,  when  they  had  but  a  few  days  left 
togttthroagh  with  the  annual  appropriation  bills,  but 
(hit  be  would  leave  it  for  the  consideration  of  Congress 
vbeD  it  should  have  more  time  to  make  inquiries  into 
Ihe  sabject. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohio,  concurred  in  opinion 
vitb  the  gentleman  from  New  York.  He  thought  they 
oe{bt  to  have  more  time  to  consider  thia  claim.  The 
Conoiittee  of  Claims,  having  had  the  aubject  under  con- 
n<ieration,  had  agreed  that  the  claim  should  lie  oyer  for 
Bne  time,  so  that  there  might  be  an  opportunity  of  lay- 
in;  before  them  the  necessary  evidence  in  the  case;  the 
p>per  ditchsrging  the  troops  might  perhapa  yet  be 
^nd,  and  then  the  claim  would  come  before  the  House 
properly  authenticated. 

Mr.  BELL  went  into  an  explanation  of  the  claim  at 
MBe  length.  The  troops  were  to  be  sure  discharged, 
but  they  vere  afterwards  called  into  service,  and  served 
Out  their  full  term  of  twelve  months,  and  consequemly 
were  entiilcdtb  pay. 

Mr.  MERCER  disapproved  of  this  claim  entirely,  and 
cmieoded,  that  if  the  principle  in  this  claim  was  admit- 
^^i  U  would  open  the  door  to  an  endless  class  of  claims, 
vbicb  would  be  pressed  upon  Congress  from  year  to 
)ar.  The  same  principle  would  appl^  to  the  regular 
^t  <o  Tolunteers  and  militia,  who  might  be  discharg- 
^  before  (heir  term  of  service  expired,  and  by  this 
BetBi  there  might  be  a  large  number  of  claims  of  militia 
called  oat  during  the  laat  war  brought  before  Congresa. 

After  i  few  remarks  by  Mr.  DELL,  the  amendment 
»M  rejected. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  to  amend  the  Senate*s 
»DeodQeot,  by  adding  a  clauae  appropriating  of  $100,000 
^  irming  and  equipping  the  militia  of  the  United 
Wes{  which  was  agreed  to. 

Hr.  STAND EFER  then  moved  an  amendment  of 
fu.OOO  for  one  month's  pay  to  the  fifteen  companies  of 
Ttfloeisee  volunteers  who  had  equipped  themselves, 
>Bd  rendezvoused  at  Athens,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
"iftbe  purpose  off^xn^  against  the  Seminoles  in  Florida. 

H^  8TANDEFER  advocated  thia  claim  at  aome 
^tK  and  urged  upon  the  House  the  necessity  of 
r»«ing  it, 

.  ^r.  CAJIBRELEKG  implored  of  gentlemen  not  to 
introduce  new  claims  at  this  late  stage  •f  the  session,  as 
It  tould  Uke  all  the  time  of  the  aeasion  to  get  through 
*ith  those  claims  which  bad  come  regularly  into  the 
nouK  through  committees. 

^he  amendment  waa  then  di^greed  to. 

Mr.  DUNLAP  then  moved  an  amendment  allowing 
»>tbose  troopa  of  Tenneasee  who  had  turned  out  under 
|"6  rtquisiUon  of  General  Gaines  the  same  sum  ss  those 
^Pt  who  hsd  been  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
^o'ted  Ststes  and  immediately  discharged. 

After  1  fewremarka  by  Mr.  DUNLAP,  the  aroend- 
■eai  WIS  diisgretd  to. 


Mr.  TOUCEY  moved  an  amendment  appropriating 
$100,000  for  the  payment  of  the  Connecticut  militia 
called  into  the  service  during  the  laat  war,  in  the  following 
cases:  First,  those  called  out  to  repel  actual  invasion. 
Secondly,  those  cslied  out  under  State  authority,  and 
afterwards  receivcMl  into  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
And  thirdly,  where  they  were  called  out  under  the  re* 
quisition  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  any 
other  officer  of  the  United  SUtes. 

After  a  few  remarks  by  Messrs.  TOUCEY  and  CAM- 
BRELENG; the  amendment  was  disagreed  to:  Yeas  53, 
nays  72. 

Mr.  McKAY  then  offered  an  amendment  appropria- 
ting  $30,000  for  the  payment  of  the  North  Carolina  mt« 
litia  in  similar  cases  with  the  above  amendment.      ^ 

After  a  few  remarks  by  Messrs.  TOUCEY  and 
WHITTLESEY  of  Ohio,  the  amendment  was  dissgreed 
to. 

Mr.  LAWLER  proposed  an  amendment  appropriating 
$15,000  for  one  montti's  psy  to  the  Alabama  volunteers 
called  out  under  the  requisition  of  General  Scott,  but 
were  not  mustered  into  aervice,  owing  to  the  neglect  of 
the  United  States  officers. 

After  a  few  remarka  by  Mr.  LAWLER,  tbe  amend- 
ment waa  rejected. 

Mr.  OWENS  then  proposed,  a*  an  amendment,  that 
the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  be  appropriated  to 
reimburse  the  State  of  Georgia  for  moneys  expended,  or 
to  be  expended,  by  said  State,  in  payment  for  the  ser- 
vices of  volunteers  in  the  Creek  and  Seminole  wara,  for 
losses  sustained  by  them,  and  medical  attendance  fur- 
nished them,  during  said  aervice,  or  in  going  to  or  re- 
turning from  the  place  of  rendezvous!  the  said  volunteera 
not  having  been  regularly  mustered  into  the  army  of  the 
United  Stales,  and,  under  the  existing  laws,  not  entitled 
to  psy;  but  authorized  to  be  paid  by  an  act  of  (he  Legia- 
lature  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  pasaed  26th  December, 
1836,  provided  that  good  and  sufficient  evidence  be  fur- 
nished the  War  Department  that  the  said  volunteers, 
in  said  act  designated,  have  been  paid  by  said  State,  in 
conformity  with  its  provisions. 

Mr.  O.  ssid  he  concurred  wUh  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Waya  and  Means,  [Mr.  Cahbbilxvo,] 
thst,  at  this  late  period  of  the  sessien,  nothing  should  be 
done  to  prevent  the  progress  of  the  bill.  Mr.  O.  did  not 
wish  to  embsrrass  its  passage,  or  to  consume  tbe  time  of 
the  House:  he  proposed  the  amendment  from  a  sense  of 
duty,  and  to  satisfy  the  services  of  a  most  meritorious 
class  of  citizens  who  were  volunteers,  and  engaged  in 
the  aervice  of  the  country,  and  who  performed  actual 
aervices  during  the  Seminole  and  Creek  wars,  but  who 
were  not  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
and,  conaequently,  under  the  existing  laws,  not  entitled 
to  compensation.  There  is  no  member  of  the  llouae 
who  will  not  readily  agree  that  volunteera  of  this  deacrip- 
tion,  and  who  performed  actual  and  important  services, 
at  a  period  when  the  savages  were  carrying  on  their  cus- 
tomary barbarous  and  exterminating  warfsre,  should  not 
be  permitted  to  sustain  tbe  losses  incurred,  and  receive 
no  compensation.  Most  of  the  amendments  which  have 
preceded  that  offered  by  him  (Mr.  O.^  are  distinct,  and 
have  not  the  claims  to  justice  upon  which  his  was  found- 
ed. Tl>e  volunteers  contemplated  by  them  are  those 
only  who  marched  to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  or  who 
were  on  their  wsy  to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  and  re- 
turned home,  not  having  been  engaged  or  been  parta- 
king in  tbe  strife;  but  the  volunteers  who  have  fought 
with  gallantry,  and  displayed  a  devotion  to  the  interest 
of  their  country  that  not  only  entitles  them  to  the  poor 
compensation  of  soldiers,  but  the  eternal  gratitude  of 
the  inhabitants  of  that  portion  of  the  coontry  afflicted  by 
the  savage  inroads  of  the  enemy,  and  that  of  the  repub- 
lic at  large.    The  Legislature  of  Georgia,  taking  a  just 
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»nd  political  view  of  the  subject,  »nd  knowing  that  these 
▼olunteers  were  persons  the  least  able  to  bear  the  loss 
incurred  by  removal  from  their  occupations  and  homes, 
and  considering  them  fully  entitled  to  compensation, 
have  passed  an  act  recognising  their  claims,  and  made 
provision  for  their  payment.  '  The  sums  so  paid,  or  to 
be  paid,  by  the  State,  the  object  of  the  amendment  tsto 
have  reimbursed  by  the  Government.  A  claim  so  just 
and  meritorious  in  its  character,  he  (Mr.  O.)  cannot  per- 
mit himself  to  doubt  the  House  will  consider  its  duty,  as 
well  as  its  pleasure,  to  satisfy;  to  reftise  it  would  not 
only  be  unjust  to  the  State,  but  contrary  to  the  plainest 
dictates  of  national  policy.  It  would  be  saying  to  the 
citizen,  whenever,  in  a  case  of  alarm,  in  hostile  aggres- 
sion, he  rushes  to  the  defence  of  his  country,  or  to  the 
protection  of  his  neighbors,  unless  he  has  the  authority 
of  the  Government,  unless  be  is  mustered  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  no  matter  what  may  be  the 
services  performed  or  the  public  benefit  attained,  he  is 
to  be  told  he  acted  upon  his  own  responsibility,  and  is, 
therefore,  not  entitled  to  the  consideration  of  Congressj 
that  he  only  did  his  duty  as  a  citizen.  If  the  House  ad- 
dress this  language  to  those  gallant  citizens,  who  are  not 
only  willing,  but  able,  to  defend  the  country,  the  conse- 
quence will  be,  that  none  but  those  who  are  compelled 
or  forced  by  law  will*  be  found  to  march  in  defence  of 
their  fellow-citizens,  when  hostile  aggressions  are  made 
on  their  persons  or  property.  It  would  seem  to  him 
(Mr.  O.)  to  be  the  interest  as  well  as  the  paramount 
duty  of  the  House  to  give  encouragement  to  the  citizen 
at  the  first  warning,  at  the  first  summons  of  hostilities,  to 
place  himself  in  an  attitude  of  defence,  and  to  be  ready 
to  repel  aggression.  Encourage  their  ardor <  add  fuel 
to  their  patriotismi  but  do  not,  by  a  misplaced  and  ill- 
judged  economy,  repress  both. 

Mr.  CAMBRBLENG  said  he  had  the  same  objection 
to  this  amendment  which  be  had  to  all  the  others.  It 
had  not  been  examined  and  reported  upon  by  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House. 

Mr.  ALFORD  made  an  earnest  appeal  to  the  House 
in  support  of  this  amendment,  and  drew  a  glowing  pic- 
ture of  the  sufferings  of  the  citizens  on  the  frontiers  of 
Georgia  and  Alabama.  The  State  of  Georgia  had,  with 
a  noble  liberality,  paid  the  volunteers  who  had  rallied  to 
the  protection  of  the  frontier  inhabitants,  and  it  was  but 
rij;ht  and  proper  she  should  be  reimbursed  for  this  ex- 
penditure. 

After  some  further  remarks  by  Mr.  WHITTLESEY, 
the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  LOVE  submitted  an  amendment,  making  it  the 
duty  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  cause  the  pensioners  of 
the  United  States  to  be  paid  at  such  pension  agencies 
as  the  pensioners  themselves  might  designate. 

Mr.  L.  said  there  would  be  no  necessity  for  this  amend- 
ment if  the  officers  of  Government  would  do  their  dutyi 
but,  as  they  would  not  do  this,  it  was  the  duty  of  Con- 
gress to  make  them  do  it.  He  then  went  on,  at  some 
length,  to  point  out  abuses  existing  in  the  State  of  New 
Turk  in  reUtion  to  the  payment  of  pensioners.  The  pen- 
sioners formerly  were  paid  at  the  city  of  New  York,  but 
it  ha^l  been  removed  to  Albany^  for  what  purpose  Mr. 
L.  did  not  know,  unless  for  the  benefit  of  a  bank  at  that 
place,  in  which  partisans  of  the  administration  were  large 
stockholders,  which  put  pensioners  to  considerable  ex- 
pense! whereas,  at  the  city  of  New  York,  those  pension- 
ers in  the  remote  parts  of  the  State  could  receive  their 
pay,  free  of  expense,  through  their  merchants,  who  reg- 
ularly visited  New  York. 

Mr.  CAMBRBLENG  said,  if  they  went  on  at  this  rate, 
there  was  no  telling  where  they  would  end.  If  his  col- 
league had  been  as  anxious  to  get  this  alleged  abuse 
corrected  as  he  was  to  make  a  speech,  he  would  have 
brought{(hit  measure  before  the  Committee  od  Pensiens, 


and  had  it  properly  brought  before  the  House.  He  con- 
sidered that  they  were  more  accountable  for  the  speechei 
they  made  at  this  late  hour  of  the  session  than  for  any 
thing  else,  and  he  hoped  gentlemen  would  not  now  be 
pressing  upon  the  committee  their  new  claims. 

Mr.  TURRILL  replied  to  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Lovi,] 
and  vindicated  the  Secretary  of  War  from  the  imputation 
cast  upon  him  hy  the  gentleman.  Every  gentlemun  who 
knew  the  Secretary  of  War  ad  interim  knew  that  be 
never  could  be  operated  upon  by  any  but  pure  and  pa- 
triotic motives;  and  the  insinuations  cast  put  by  the  gen- 
tleman, that  this  pension  agency  had  been  changed  for 
political  purposes,  was  gratuitous. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  WARDWELL  and 
LOVE,  the  amendment  was  rejected:  Yeas  38,  nays  98. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate,  as  amended,  were 
then  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  waa  laid  aside,  to  be  re- 
ported to  the  House. 

FORTIFICATION  BILL. 

The  committee  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  CAHBRELi 
ENG,  took  up  the  **bill  making  appropriations  fur 
certain  fortificationa  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year 
1837." 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  after  a  few  words  of  explanii 
tion,  moved  to  strike  from  t|^e  bill  the  following  clause | 

*<For  incidental  expenses  attending  repairs  of  for^ 
tifications,  and  for  the  purchase  of  additional  land  in  (hei< 
neighborhood,  one  hundred  thousand  dollarsi"  uhiclj 
waa  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  th«n  mo^ed  two  additional  it£m^ 
as  follows: 

«  For  fortifications  at  New  London  harbor,  Connect! 
cut  river,  $50,000." 

•<For  fortificationa  at  the  mouth  of  Connecticut  rive^ 
#40,000." 

Mr.  DUNLAP  opposed  it,  and  Mr.  INGHAM  and  Mr 
HALEY  supported  it,  when  it  wbb  agreed  to. 

Mr.  YELL  moved  an  amendment  appropriatinj 
$50,000  for  the  completion  of  new  foKificationa  on  th 
frontier  of  Arkansas,  in  addition  to  the  money  alread 
appropriated «  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PARKS  moved  an  amendment  appropriatinj 
$50,000  for  a  fortification  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  P^ 
nobscot.  \ 

After  some  remarks  by  Mesars.  PARKS  and  HAL] 
of  Vermont,  the  amendment  was  disagreed  to:  Yeas  5^ 
nays  66. 

Mr.  PARKS  then  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  b 
which  the  amendment  making  appropriations  for  fortil 
cations  at  New  London  and  the  mouth  of  Connectic^ 
river  waa  adopted,  as  above  atated. 

Mr.  INGHAM  said  that,  as  the  amendment  subtnitt^ 
by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mes< 
[Mr.  Cambbilbho]  contemplated  the  construction  { 
fortifications  at  two  diflferent  points  in  the  State  of  Co 
necticut,  he  was  desirous  of  making^  a  few  remarks 
reference  to  its  proposed  reconsideration,  though  it  w 
not  his  intention,  at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  to  <! 
tain  the  committee  with  a  lengthy  argument. 

The  amendment  embracing  this  appropriation  (s^ 
Mr.  I.)  had  bett  adopted  in  a  manner  too  decisive,  j 
had  thought,  to  nave  admitted  a  further  question  of 
expediency.  Nor  waa  there  at  this  time  a  aoUtary  objj 
tion  to  it  interposed.  But  the  gentleman  from  Maiii 
[Mr.  Pabks,]  failing  in  a  proposition  to  secure  the  c^ 
struction  of  a  similar  work  at  the  mouth  of  the  Penj 
scot,  in  his  own  State,  moved  a  reconsideration  of  1 
vote  by  which  this  amendment  was  adopted.  The  gi 
tleman  scarcely  objected  to  the  expediency,  the  impi 
tsnce,  and  even  the  necessity,  of  the  meaaure{  indeeJj 
would  be  difficult  for  him  to  find  an  objection  entitj 
to  the  serious  attention  of  the  cummtttee$  but  sIdcc 


1921 


OP  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS- 


1922 


Fn.  24f  18S7.1 


Fortifieaiim  BilL 


[H.  or  R. 


sppropriition  for  a  timilar  work  in  Maine  had  been  de- 
nied, therefore,  the  g^entleman  proposed  to  retaliate  by 
doing  (o  Connecticut  the  same  injustice  he  complained 
of  towirds  his  own  State !  Leavings  the  honorable  mem> 
ber  (0  justify  this  course  as  his  own  sense  of  propriety 
mij^ht  (lictBte,  it  was  quite  certain  that  an  opposition 
criginiting  in  such  motives  would  hardly  commend  itself 
to  the  notice  of  that  House i  and,  unless  sustained  by 
more  vrighty  reasons  than  the  loss  of  an  appropriation 
for  mother  object,  could  surely  meet  with  but  little 
faror. 

The  imendment  under  consideration  provided  fur  the 
ippwpmtion  of  $50,000  for  fortifications  at  New  Lon- 
don, and  130,000  for  a  like  object  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Connecticur,  as  a  defence  to  the  coasf,  and  protection  to 
the  commerce  of  that  river  and  section  of  the  country. 
There  tisa  bill  before  the  House,  reported  from  the 
Cofflinittee  on  Militmry.  Affairs,  embracing  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  eonstnietion  of  a  new  public  work  at  New 
London,  but  it  had  no  reference  to  any  other  part  of  the 
Sute.  That  bill  also  related  exclusively  to  new  works 
''♦'tyci  commenced,  embracing  no  provision  for  such  as 
W  fallen  to  decay,  or  those  of  a  more  recent  datA,  al- 
'ready  in  progress,  but  not  completed.  A  bill,  precisely 
dentical  with  this,  was  reported  by  the  same  committee 
i>  ti.e  last  session,  but  not  acted  upon}  and  it  was  at  least 
problematical  whether  it  would  ever  receive  the  action 
M  ConfrcM;  or,  in  the  event  of  such  action,  whether  it 
»'ghi  be  of  a  favorable  nature. 

Inviewof  these  circumstances,  and  of  the  defenceless 
coDdaion  of  our  seaboard,  it  was,  early  in  the  present 
kwoQ,  thought  advisable,  by  one  of  Mr.  I's  collesgnes 
[||Ir.  Haut]  and  himself,  to  call  the  special  attention  of 
we  Secretary  of  War  to  the  subject.  They  accordingly 
i-Mressed  to  him  a  written  communication,  containing  a 
t'ltement,  somewhat  in  detail,  of  the  facts,  and  request. 
H?  (btt  stihable  measures  might  be  adopted  to  place 
iij^t  part  of  the  coa^t  alluded  to  in  a  more  perfect  atate 
«  defence.  After  full  consideration,  the  Secretary 
»we  a  response,  by  recommending  to  the  Committee 
"I  Miliary  Affairs  the  appropriations  conUined  in  this 
»««ndment.  That  committee  approved  of  the  recom- 
»«ftdaiion,  and  subsequently  transferred  it  to  the  Com- 
»»»ee  of  Wais  and  Means,  whose  more  appropriate 
w'f  »t  vss  to  report  th^  necessary  appropriations  for 
'•huiUinj  or  repairing  old  works,  or  completing  those 
•'ready  Commenced.  The  measure  was  likewise  ap- 
Pjro^ed  of  by  that  committee,  who  had  instructed  their 
cwwiai)  to  report  the  necessary  appropriation  for  car- 
^H  "t  into  effect,  by  way  of  amendment  to  the  general 
c'».  It  would,  therefore,  be  seen  that  it  had  received 
"*»»nctioo  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  of  two  of  the 
«»nd.njf  commilteea  of  the  House;  and  he  hesitated  not 
<°  »y  that  there  was  not  an  item  in  the  whole  bill  which 
i>^  been  subjected  to  an  examination  so  rigid,  or  which 
'uinore  fully  sustained  by  the  united  opinions  of  those 
IPecially  charged  with  the  consideration  of  such  sub- 

ytx%, 

\\T  (^^"I'">«ed  Mr.  I.)  did  this  proposition  rest  upon 
^c  bare  optnioos  of  Secretaries  and  committees,  valua- 
^l^  c^ncJ««ive,  in  the  opinions  of  many,  as  such  au- 
'^riiy  injght  be.     A  mere  cursory  examination  of  the 
•OQity  in  which  it  was  proposed  to  construct  these  for- 
^'f-iUoni,  and  of  its  former  history,  would  alone  be  auf- 
cient  to  satisfy  any  one  that  no  part  of  the  country  was 
^^^itute  of  protection,  and  that,  with  few  exceptions, 
^'o;je  had  suffered  more  severely  for  want  of  it. 
J  he  whole  southern  boundary  of  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut, from  Rhode  Island  on  the  east  to  New  York  on 
iri    k   *  '^ofdcrod  on  tlie  waters  of  Long  Island  Sound  i 
'J.  throughout  the  whole  distance,  there  was  nothing, 
cfpt  at  New  London,  deserving  even  the  name  of  a 
^^^acaiion;  and  the  amount  which  bad  been  expended 
Vol.  XllI.^lSl 


even  at  that  point  was  trifling,  compared  with  its  vast 
importance.  The  seaboard  contained,  in  a  succession 
of  towns  and  cities,  a  dense  and  wealthy  population,  pre- 
senting, by  their  exposed  situation,  every  possible  mo- 
tive and  facility  for  invasi||^  The  Sound  being  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  theVy  of  New  York,  and  having 
Long  Island  en  the  south,  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island, 
and  a  part  of  New  York,  on  the  north i  commanding, 
also,  the  entrance  to  the  Thames  and  Connecticut  rivers; 
furnishing  an  outlet  to  their  commerce  and  navigation, 
and  at  the  same  time  affording,  in  Gardner's  Bay  and 
other  harbors,  a  convenient  station  for  a  naval  force,  has, 
as  a  favorite  resort  for  ships  of  war,  alwsys  constituted  a 
valuable  and  desirable  pomt  of  acquisition  to  an  enemy. 
Such  was  the  fact  in  the  late  war,  and  in  that  of  the 
Revolution.  A  superior  naval  force  in  the  Soimd  waa 
always  sure  to  command  Long  Island,  and  is  thus  enabled 
to  occupy  its  numerous  bays  and  harbors  with  perfect 
security,  and  in  full  view  of  a  densely  populated  sea- 
board, extending  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles,  with  innumerable  points  of  access,  and  destitute 
of  the  most  limited  means  of  defence.  Indeed,  there 
was  no  portion  of  the  whole  Atlantic  coast,  of  an  equal 
extent,  so  liable  to  invasion.  In  some  sections  of  the 
country,  the  parts  bordering  on  the  sea  present  no  mo- 
tive for  attacks  at  others,  the  approach  of  an  enemy  is 
prevented  by  shoals  and  obatacles  of  a  similar  nature; 
and,  where  such  was  not  the  case,  the  dangers  cf  an 
open  sea  in  the  rear  rendered  it  hazardous  for  ships  of 
war  to  land  an  armament,  and  await  its  return.  In  that 
part  of  the  coast,  however,  for  whose  protection  this 
amendment  provided,  no  such  difficulties  existed.  An 
enemy  had  simply  to  pass  around  the  eastern  extremity 
of  the  island,  (which,  notwithstanding  the  very  efficient 
means  of  defence  at  Fort  Adams,  could  be  accomplished 
without  difficulty,)  take  a  position  in  almost  any  part  of 
the  Sound,  or  in  the  bays  or  harbors  of  Long  Island,  and 
there  wait  in  security  an  opportunity  to  land  on  the  de- 
fenceless shore  at  the  north.  By  embracing  a  favorable 
occasion,  a  force  such  as  could  be,  without  difficulty, 
furnished  by  two  or  three  ships  of  the  line,  might  land 
upon  the  coast,  obtain  possession  of  its  villages,  and 
complete  any  work  of  destruction  to  which  a  atate  of 
hostility  would  point,  and  then,  under  cover  of  the  night, 
secure  a  retreat.  Their  power,  moreover,  would  not 
be  limited  to  ihe  immediate  seacoast.  The  Connecticut 
river,  in  Ihe  absence  of  adequate  defence  at  its  mouth, 
offers  a  convenient  channel  for  extending  invasion  to  the 
interior.  The  navigation  of  the  river,  and  of  that  sec- 
tion of  the  country,  which,  from  causes  of  frequent  oc- 
currence, waa  oflen  impeded,  thereby  compelling  vessels 
to  occupy  a  station  within  a  short  distsnce  of  the  Sound, 
must  ever  present  a  mark  of  destruction  impnasible  to  be 
overlookec^  The  consequences  of  such  exposure  are 
too  obvious  for  detail. 

Mr.  I.  said,  however,  he  might  be  excused  for  allu- 
ding to  the  amount  of  property  which  was  thus  con- 
signed to  the  forbearance  of  any  who  might  come  in  the 
character  of  an  enemy.  The  Connecticut  river,  at  the 
mouth  of  which  it  was  proposed,  by  this  amendment,  to 
erect  a  small  but  permanent  work  of  defence,  and  which 
ranked  as  the  most  important  in  the  Eastern  States, 
arose  near  the  limits  of  Canada,  and  extended  through 
the  whole  of  N^  England  to  Long  Island  Sound.  It 
was  navigable  for  boats  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles  for 
sloops  and  ordinary  coasting  vessels  to  the  city  of  Hart- 
ford, and  for  vessels  of  a  much  larger  class  to  the  city  of 
Middletown,  a  distance  of  nearly  forty  miles.  The  val- 
ley of  the  Connecticut,  through  which  this  river  passed, 
in  fertility  of  soil  and  capability  of  resources  waa  scarcely 
equalled,  and  not  surpassed,  by  any  country  in  the  world; 
and,  in  addition  to  the  places  already  named,  the  banks 
of  the  river,  from  its  mouth  almost  to  the  confines  of 
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Canada,  present  a  aeries  of  populous  and  flourishing  vil- 
lages whose  inhahitants  have  embarked  their  capital  in 
a  manner  peculiarly  exposed  to  hoatile  incursions. 

Ship*building  constituted  an  extensive  branch  of  en- 
terprise to  those  residing  w|bin  a  short  distance  of  the 
sound.  The  manufacturinflke rests,  also,  in  that  part 
of  New  England,  were  of  superior  importance,  and,  in 
connexion  with  the  amount  of  property  invested  in  com- 
merce, were  obviously  deserving  of  attention. 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Hall] 
had  thought  proper  to  oppose  this  amendment,  as  utterly 
unimportant;  but,  surely,  a  moment's  consideration  must 
satisfy  him  that  the  citizens  of  his  own  State,  and  all 
others  residing  near  the  banks  of  the  Connecticut,  had 
more  than  an  ordinary  interest  in  fortifying  the  harbor 
^t  its  mouth — a  conclusion  at  which  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Grkhvell]  had  early  arrived,  and, 
from  the  time  of  its  introduction,  given  it  his  efHcient 
support.  The  commerce  of  that  river,  universally  ad- 
mitted to  be  extensive  and  important,  was  the  joint  pro- 
duct of  the  States  of  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massa- 
chusetts, and  Connecticut.  It  afforded  the  only  channel 
through  which  the  various  articles  of  domestic  use  and 
consuniption,  and  the  raw  material  for  manufactures, 
were  carried  to  the  centre  of  New  England;  and  through 
which,  in  return,  the  produce  of  the  country  found  a 
market  in  the  Atlantic  and  West  India  ports. 

Such,  said  Mr.  L,  were  the  interests,  and  such  the  sec- 
tion of  country,  which  would  be  left  exposed  to  plunder 
^nd  destruction,  in  case  of  a  war,  should  the  motion  of 
tlTe  gentleman  from  Maine  prevail.  They  had  been  re- 
ferred to  more  in  detail  than  he  at  first  intended;  but, 
without  some  definite  information,  gentlemen  from  other 
States  could  not  be  presumed  to  have  such  an  intimate 
acquaintance  with  simply  local  facts  as  would  enable 
them  to  do  justice  to  the  question.  The  exposed  con- 
dition of  property  in  that  region  was  not  merely  imagi- 
nary. It  was  a  fact,  undoubtedly  famihar  to  gentlemen 
from  the  East,  that  the  want  of  suitable  defence  at  the 
precise  point  contemplated  had  been  the  occasion  of 
severe  suffering  to  a  portion  of  the  people  of  Connecti- 
cut. During  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  a  detach- 
ment from  the  Brttii^h  squadron,  then  in  Long  Island 
Sound,  entered  the  Connecticut  river  under  cover  of  the 
night,  passed  up  a  distance  of  eight  miles  to  a  flourishing 
village  on  its  right  bank,  and  before  sunrise  the  next 
morning  burnt  twenty-one  sail  of  vessels,  many  of  them 
large  and  valuable  merchant  ships,  and  all  private  prop- 
erty, which  ordinary  prudence  on  the  part  of  the  Gov- 
ernment would  have  furnished  with  adequate  defence. 
The  value  of  property  thus  destroyed,  in  less  than  two 
hours,  was  more  than  suflficient  to  have  constructed  a 
fort  and  garrisoned  it  during  the  whole  war;  and  the 
question  now  recurred  whether,  with  millions  of  surplus, 
which  Congress  bad  tasked  its  wisdom  in  endeavoring  to 
dispose  of,  they  would  appropriate  this  comparatively 
small  sum  for  the  protection  of  so  large  a  branch  of  the 
commercial  inten-sts  of  the  country. 

A  similar  state  of  afl^airs  might  again  produce  similar, 
or,  indeed,  far  more  disastrous  results;  and  he  trusted 
that  a  full  consideration  of  its  importance  would  satisfy 
gentlemen  of  the  necessity  of  some  legislative  action 
upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  I.  said  he  would  request  the  Mulgence  of  the 
committee  for  a  few  moments  to  the  remaining  point 
contemplated  by  the  amendment — the  harbor  of  New 
London,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Thames.  In  the  report  of 
the  Chief  Engineer,  communicated  to  this  House  on  the 
30th  of  March,  lb36,  <*New  London  harboi"  Is  said  to 
be  **  highly  important  to  the  commerce  of  Long  Island 
Sound i  und  as  a  port  of  easy  access,  having  great  depth 
of  water,  and  easily  defended,  is  an  excellent  station  for 
the  navy.     It  is  valuable,  also,  as  a  shelter  for  vessels 


bound  out  or  home,  and  desirous  of  avoiding  a  blocka- 
ding squadron  off  Sandy  Hook."    Indeed,  sir,  said  Mr. 
I.,  this  harbor  is  one.  of  the  most  eligible  for  ships  of 
war  on  our  maritime  frontier,  lind  would  be  invaluable 
to  an  enemy  invading  that  part  of  the  coast.    It  is,  or, 
in  more  appropriate  term*,  ought  to  t>e,  defended  by 
Forts  Griswold  and  Trumbull.     The  latter  is  an  old  and 
imperfect  work,  though  in  a  atate  of  tolerable  preserva- 
tion, and  is  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  harbor,  nrir 
its  mouth.     At  that  place  a  garrison  is  constantly  main- 
tained.    Fort  Griswold,  on   the  opposite  side,  is  in  a 
dilapidated  condition,  and  has  not  been  garrisoned  since 
the  late  war.     From  its  elevated  position,  it  is  a  work  of 
superior  importance;  commanding  -not  only  the  city  and 
harbor  of  New  London,  but  a  direct  approach  to  its  ad- 
junct, Fort  Trumbull.     While  the  defence  and  security 
of  this  h&rbor  have  always  been  admitted  a  matter  of 
primary  importance,    comparatively  nothing   has  been 
done  towards  effecting  it.     In  June,  1813,  the  frigate 
United  States,  and  her  prize,  the  Macedonian,  entered 
the  harbor  for  protection.     They  were  closely  pursued 
by  a  British  squadron,  under  Commodore  Hardy,  which 
was  met  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  kept  in  check 
until  the  ships  could  be  removed  a  greater  distance  up 
the  river,  and  there  moored  in  safety.     The  further  ad- 
vance of  the  British  squadron  was,  for  several  days,  re- 
strained,  through  apprehensions  of  danger  from  the 
two  fortp,  whose  real  and  absolutely  defenceless  condi- 
tion was  not  discovered  by  them  until  some  time  subse- 
quently.    But  the  fact  is  material,  as  exhibiting  the  ne- 
cessity  of  such  constructions,  and  the  probable  safety 
that  would  have  resulted  from  them  in  a  stale  of  perfect 
defence.     The    inhabitants  of  the    immediate  viciniy 
were  more  thoroughly  apprized  of  their  true  condition. 
Lest  the  enemy  should  land  in  sufficient  force  to  obtain 
possession  of  the  blockaded  shipSy  the  militia  were  call* 
ed  out  in  their  defence,  and  the  citizens  of  Connecticut 
may  always  recur  with  pride  to  the  readiness  with  which 
that  call  was  answered.     Il  is  a  fact  in  history,  which  re-| 
fleets  upon  them  the  highest  honor,  that  when  the  pub- 
lic armed  ships  of  the  United  States  were  left  defences 
less  within  their  limits,  they  relinquished  political  hosi 
tilities,  never  before  equalled  in  bitterness,  and  uniteq 
in  defending  them.     The  presence  of  those  ships  witli^ 
in  her  territory  produced  dangers,  annoyances,  and  in* 
vasionH,  which  Connecticut,  in  every  probability,  would 
otherwise  have  escaped.     Attacks    upon  our  village^ 
the  plunder  and  destruction  of  private   property,  and 
constant  alarms  and  skirmishes  with  the  enemy,  were, 
through  the  want  of  suitable  fortifications,  the  conse< 
quence  of  protecting  the    national  rcssels.     But  the) 
were  protected,  and  retained  in  security,  until  the  clow 
of  the  war.     Our  claims  for  these    services  have  bee^ 
sleeping  in  the  public  archives  for  more  than  twenty 
years,  neglected  and   forgotten;  and,  sir,  these  are  i\\i 
services,  and  these  the  militia,  which  you  have  lh'isd»] 
solemnly  voted  never  to  remunerate. 

Large  appropriations  have  been  expended  by  tbi 
General  Government  in  the  construction  of  fortification 
at  miost  of  the  important  stations  in  the  Union,  but  H  i 
a  source  of  regret  to  find  the  State  of  Connecticut  ^ 
entirely  overlooked. 

The  amount  appropriated  by  the  Federal  Goveri 
ment,  from  1791  lol83S,  for  fortifications  in  Massachu!«<:t1 

is  $607,698  46.  In  the  State  of  New  York,  #3,504,412  1 
and  in  the  Slate  of  Rhode  Island,  from  1791  to  .1anua| 
1st,  1837,  $1,220,268  40.  By  reference  to  the  expert 
iturts  for  similar  objects  in  Connecticut,  it  will  I 
found  that,  during  the  same  period*  they  amount  too^ 
$79,196  29.  Including  the  appropriatiofis  for  the  fti 
em  year,  this  discrepancy  is  still  furttier  increased, 
bill  on  your  table  which,  liberal  as  it  is  in  expenditui 
in  other  States,  I  shall  still  vote  for,  believing  them 
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be  ezpeoditttrei  which  the  defence  of  the  country  re- 
qirret,  contain*  R  further  appropriation  of  $100,000  for 
Fort  Atiams  at  Newport,  and  a  similar  amount  for  Fort 
Schuyler,  on  Tbrog'a  Point,  New  York.  But  tlie  qties- 
tHin  naturally  arises^  why  this  difference  exists;  why 
Rhode  isUnd,  with  a  seacoast  of  only  ahout  forty  miles 
in  extent,  shares  so  liberally  in  the  public  favor;  and 
Connecticut,  with  more  than  ninety  miles  of  coast,  more 
eiposed  in  situation^  and.  containing  interests  at  least 
rqually  demanding  attention,  obtains  no  share*  in  those 
diitribations. 

1/1  reference  to  the  expenditures  for  these  objectK,  in 
the  States  alluded  to,  [  wish  not  to  be  misunderstood. 
Tbcir  public  utility  and  importance  is  readily  admitted, 
llie  objection  is  to  another  branch  of  the  subject;  to 
that  partial  legislation,  which  can  see  the  necessity  of 
fortifications  io  one  State,  and  become  conTeniently 
blind  when  ita  attention  is  directed  to  another. 

It  is  indeed  true,  as  suggested  by  gentlemen  during 
the  ditcusiion,  that  a  work  of  this  description  can  be  of 
noj^reat  practical  utility  in  time  of  peace;  but  the  same 
is  true  of  one  half  of  the  navy,  and  the  greater  part  of 
the  fortifications  throughout  the  country.  The  whole 
HTitemisone  of  precautionary  measures,  adopted  in  an- 
tic p&tion  of  future  events,  which,  whether  they  are 
eirer  to  occur,  is  a  matter  of  contingency. 

The  notion  was  further  debated  by  Messrs.  PARKS, 
MERCER,  CAMBKBLRNG,  and  VANOERPORL. 

The  hour  of  three  o'clock  having  arrived,  the  House 
took  a  recess,  in  pursuance  of  the  order  of  yesterday, 
tttiJ  half  past  four  o'clock. 

Evsvive  Szssioir. 

Pursuant  to  the  order  adopted  on  Thursday,  the 
\{»m  resumed  its  sesiton  at  half  past  four  o'clock  P.  M., 
tnd  again  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
s'^teof  the  Union,  (Hr.  Sanru  in  tlie  chair,)  and  pro- 
ceeded with  the  consideration  of  the  *'  fortification 
bill." 

The  question  pending  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Parks 
to  reconsider  the  Tote  by  which  an  item  of  appropriation 
for  the  fortifications  at  New  London  and  at  the  mouth  of 
tbe  Connecticut  river,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  was 
»g«edto. 

Mr«  PARKS  went  on  to  demonstrate  the  superior 
clainsof  the  mouth  of  the  Penobscot  to  the  Connecticut, 
recomnMnded,  as  it  had  been,  by  the  War  Department, 
•nd  by  the  peculiar  vicinity  of  the  SUie  of  Maine  to  a 
ijH'eij^n  country,  bounded  only  by  a  line  of  140  miles  by 
ue  Union,  but  by  500  miles  on  the  British  frontier.  He 
^verted  to  several  incidents  during  the  late  war,  where- 
Mt  (he  exposed  situation  of  that  point  was  made  evident, 
*^  it!  importance  proved,  to  show  that  there  was  no 
ipot  upon  the  whole  Atlantic  coast  that  more  required 
^  expenditure  than  that  did^quoting  the  opinion  of 
(^onmodore  Morris  t<rthat  fnct,  and  referring  to  the  bill 
'Sported  some  sessions  since  by  the  Senate  of  the  Uni- 
^  States,  and  lost  in  the  House  only  because  it  could 
8'^  be  reached. 

Hr.  PEA  RGB,  of  Rhode  Island,  had  voted  for  the  ap- 
P^priation  for  New  London,  and  gave  hia  reasons  for 
^^H  *o.  He  insisted  that  the  cases  of  Portland  and 
u  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^  analogous.  The  latter  was  an 
p  vork,  but  not  even  the  ground  was  broken  for  the 
'"fmer.  In  reference  to  New  London,  there  ought  to  be 
^'^  H^estion,  nor  could  any  appropriation  be  made  of  so 
i^h  importance  to  so  many  interests  as  for  that  point. 

Mr.  TOUGSY  adverted  to  the  little  that  had  been 
>>>'herto  done  for  the  State  of  Connecticut,  up  to  thia 
^ine.  There  had  been  appropriated  for  fortifications 
"'ojclher,  up  to  the  year  1833,  upwards  of  $16,000,000, 
!^'  of  which  there  has  been  cipended  for  fortifications 
"^  Uiat  State  the  small  san  of  only  179,000,  from  the 
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foundation  of  the  Government  to  the  present  time.  It 
was  in  evidence  that  that  State,  in  the  last  war,  had  her- 
self expended  more  in  defending  the  commerce  from  the 
British,  than  the  whole  sum  expended  in  her  defence 
by  the  General  Government,  and  that  money  had  never 
yet  been  returned.  Tiitf  importance  of  the  points  pro- 
posed was  unquestionable,  and  had  been  again  and  again 
recommended  by  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  the 
engineers  of  the  United  States,  the  War  Department  it- 
self, and  now  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
He  had  no  objection  to  the  proposed  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maine,  but  surely  the  failure  of  his  suc- 
cess presented  no  good  reason  for.  defeating  an  object 
against  which  nothing  could  be  said. 

Mr.  GRBNNELL  went  into  an  expose  of  the  impor- 
tance this  place  had  always  been  held  in  from  its  earliest 
foundation,  as  far  back  as  the  year  1635,  down  to  the 
Revolution.  It  was  the  second  port  built  by  the  British 
settlers  on  this  continent,  and  had  always  been  cherished 
by  them  as  the  key  almost  to  New  England.  What  had 
been  suflTered  during  the  late  war  in  consequence  of  the 
neglect  at  the  mouth  of  the  Connecticut  river?  X^enty 
vessels  destroyed  at  one  time,  with  an  immense  amount 
of  property,  all  for  want  of  proper  fortifications. 

Mr.  McKAY  was  opposed  to  the  appropriation  for  the 
mouth  of  Connecticut  river,  because  no  survey  bad  been 
made  for  that  purpose.  He  suggested  that,  when  the 
bill  came  into  tbe  House,  that  part  of  the  amendment  be 
disagreed  to. 

Mr.  OAMBRELENG  agreed  with  tbe  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  hoping  the  whole  amendment  would  not 
be  reconsidered,  but  strike  out  the  latter  branch  of  the 
amendment  in  tbe  House.  The  first  branch,  being  for 
an  old  work,  came  properly  witliin  the  jurisdclion  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  but  this  did  not  ap- 
ply to  the  item  for  the  mouth  of  Connecticut  river. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  agreed  to,  without  a  di- 
vision. 

Mr.  JARVIS  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by 
which  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Pinxs,  appropriating 
$50,000  for  fortifications  at  the  mouth  of  Penobscot  riv- 
er, was  rejected,  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail:  67  to  76. 

THE  DISTRIBUTION  QUESTION. 

*  Mr.  BELL  said  he  rose  for  the  purpose  of  calling  the 
attention  of  members  to  »few  facts  connected  with  the 
subject  under  consideration,  and  with  the  subject  of  the 
Treasury,  and  the  expenditures  of  the  Government  gen 
erally,  which  he  thought  were  either  unknown  to  many 
honoi-able  members,  or,if  known,  hsd  not  received  that 
attention  which,  from  their  extraordinary  nature,  they 
were  entitled  to  receive  from  tbe  representatives  of  the 
people  and  the  guardians  of  the  public  interest. 

Tbe  fsct  that  the  permanent  expenditures  of  the  Gov- 
ernment had  been  doubled  in  amount  within  a  few  years 
past  bad  been  noticed  heretofore.  I  wish  (said  Mr.  B.) 
to  bring  to  the  notice  of  honorable  gentlemen  another 
moat  improper  and  unprecedented  anomaly  in  the  action 
of  Congress  upon  the  subject  of  tbe  appropriation  and 
expenditure  of  the  public  moneys.  Tbe  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  have  given  their  sanction  to  appropri- 
ations, for  the  service  of  the  present  yesr,  amounting  to 
upwards  of  thirty  millions,  if  I  have  not  made  some  mis- 
take in  tbe  cstinste  of  this  amount.  Besides  these,  there 
are  other  bills  reported  by  the  standing  committees  of 
the  House,  which  will  swell  them  to  about  thirty-five 
millions— «n  amount  but  little  short  of  the  appropriations 
to  the  same  objects  made  at  the  last  session  of  Congress. 
Do  the  members  of  this  House  know  what  proportion  ef 
the  appropriations  of  the  last  yetfr  rema'ms  unexpended' 
The  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  has  told  u^  that  tbe  present  hill  appropriates  about 
nine  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  fortifications^  and  that. 
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be  contendg,  ought  to  be  votedj  because  it  does  not  ex- 
ceed the  usual  amount  annually  appropriated  to  the  same 
objects.  Sir,  it  is  true  that  this  does  not  exceed  the 
amount  usually  appropriated,  but  the  honorable  gentle- 
roan  has  omitted  to  inform  us  that  there  was,  on  the 
1st  of  January,  a  balance  of  upwards  of  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars  remaining  in  the  Treasury  of  the  appro- 
priiitions  of  the  last  year  to  the  same  objects,  besides  be- 
tween two  and  three  hundred  thousand  in  the  hands  of 
the  disbursing  officers  yet  unexpended.  He  has  neg- 
lected to  inform  us  that,  in  fact,  about  nine  hundred 
thousand  dollars  of  the  last  year's  appropriations  lo  for- 
tifications remain  to  be  expended  during  the  present 
year;  for  I  take  it  for  granted  that  the  work  upon  the 
fortifications  has  not  been  persisted  in  to  any  great  ex- 
tent  during  the  winter.  Thus,  sir,  instead  of  the  amount 
proposed  to  be  applied  to  this  branch  of  the  public  ser- 
vice, during  the  present  year,  we  propose  to  apply 
double  that  amount.  Is  there  any  thing  in  the  present 
high  prices  of  labor  and  materials,  any  thing  in  the  great 
demand  for  hborers  of  all  kinds,  or  is  there  any  thing  in 
the  p^'esent  prospect  of  peace  with  all  nations,  which 
calls  for  this  unusual  amount  to  be  applied  to  fortifica- 
tions? Are  we  not  pushing  these  works  too  rapidly  to 
admit  of  solid  constructions?  But,  sir,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  I 
do  not  attach  much  importance  to  this  view  of  the  sub- 
ject. Not  only  double,  but  treble  and  quadruple  the 
amount  of  these  appropriations  can  be  expended  by  the 
Government,  if  it  is  found  necessary  in  order  to  increase 
appropriationa — if  we  shall,  by  our  imprudent  compliance 
with  the  demand  of  the  Executive,  encourage  a  race  be- 
tween appropriations  and  disbursements — ^if  the  appro- 
priations are  to  be  increased  according  to  the  ability  of 
the  Government  to  expend,  or  rather  waste*  as  much  as 
this  House  shall,  from  year  to  year,  be  found  willing  to 
appropriate.  I  repeat,  if  this  shall  be  the  measure  of 
our  appropriations,  we  need  not  care  how  large  they  arei 
they  will  all*be  expended. 

Mr.  CAMBRELEN6,  in  answer  to  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Bbll,]  in  relation 
to  excess  of  oppropriations  in  the  Treasury,  said  he  had 
only  to  remark  that  there  was  a  great  deal  of  deception 
in  relation  to  those  appropriations!  because,  although 
the  money  was  in  the  Treasury,  in  most  cases  the  works 
for  which  it  wss  sppropristed  were  already  under  con- 
tract. The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  at  one 
time  of  opinion  with  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee. 
They,  knowing  that  there  were  large  amounts  of  mon- 
ey on  hand  in  the  Treasury,  made  inquiries  at  the 
proper  departments,  and  ascertained  that,  although 
there  was  a  surplus  on  hand  at  present,  yet  the  proba- 
bility was  that  the  appropriations  would  fall  short  du- 
ring the  ensuing  year. 

Mr.  C.  then  sent  to  the  Clerk's  table  a  report  from 
the  engineer  department,  ahowing  the  objects  for 
which  the  sp  prop  nations  were  required,  whiel  showed 
that  alt  the  appropriations  proposed  in  the  bill  would  be 
needed  during  the  ensuing  year. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  advocated  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  on  the 
ground  of  its  recognising  a  system  of  permanent  distri- 
bution, from  which  he  (Mr.  W.)  could  see  no  possible 
evil  that  could  resnit. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Virgtnis,  said,  that  having  voted 
for  the  deposite  act  of  the  last  session,  and  intending  to 
vote  against  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  he  felt  it  due  to  himself  briefly  to  state 
the  reasons  which  induced  him  to  vote  aa  he  now  intend- 
ed to  do.  He  said  that  he  felt  no  regret  fur  the  vote 
which  he  gave  for  the  deposite  act  of  the  last  session  i 
he  not  only  felt  no  regret,  but  was  well  satisfied  that  the 
vote  wss  right  and  proper;  such  a  one  as,  under  like 
circumstance^  he  would  give  sgain.    When  the  depos- 


ite act  passed,  there  was  a  large  actually  existing  stir- 
plus  in  the  Treasury,  which,  upon  every  reasonsble 
data  of  calculation,  would,  by  the  close  of  the  yt%r, 
amount  to  about  forty  millions  of  dollars,  and  which  had 
since  been  ascertained  to  be  forty-two  millions.  Upon 
every  reasdnsble  basis  of  estimate,  the  accruing  revenue, 
down  to  the  year  1842,  would  be  equal  to,  and  perbtps 
more,  than  what  ought  to  be  the  actual  wants  and  ex- 
penditures of  the  Govemmei^t.  In  this  state  of  Ihingi, 
this  immense  amount  of  revenue  would,  without  some 
disposition  of  it,  remain  unemployed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Federal  Government,  or  be  employed  by  the  deposite 
banks  for  their  individual  profit.  He  aaid  he  need  not 
say  that  he  thought  it  too  dangerous  to  permit  such  in 
immense  amount  of  unappropriated  money  to  remain  for 
so  long  a  time  in  the  hiands  of  the  Government  unem- 
ployed for  any  public  purpose «  tbst  be  would  not  trust 
this  Goveinment  with  such  immense  means  of  patronsge 
and  corruption,  be  it  administered  by  whom  it  might. 
There  is  nothing  so  dangerous  in  its  employment,  or 
corrupting  in  its  use,  as  money  {  and  be  did  not  regard 
any  Government  so  inflexible  in  its  virtue,  or  so  (u 
above  the  reach  of  temptation,  as  to  trust  it  unnecesn^ 
rily  with  means  «f  so  extraordinary  and  dangerous 
temptation. 

He  said  that  he  was  clearly  convinced  of  the  propri^ 
ty  of  this  sentiment,  from  the  fact  that  this  Government, 
not  the  executive  administration*  but  the  Government, 
was  daily  making  rapid  advances  in  the  exercise  of  pow* 
ers,  and  the  increase  of  expenditure  and  patronsge,  not 
warranted  by  the  constitution,  and  dangeroua  to  the 
rights  of  the  States  and  the  libertiea  of  the  people.  In 
appropriations,  which  were  daily  sought,  for  bays,  har- 
bors, roads,  csnals,  and  other  like  subjects,  many  of 
them  of  a  trivial  and  unimportant  character,  were  indi* 
cated  a  continued  increase  of  the  expenditures  of  tbii 
Government,  and  consequently  the  enlargement  of  iti 
sphere  of  patronage,  of  a  most  fearful  characteri  indi- 
cations which,  he  candidly  acknowleged,  were  at  war 
with  those  principles  of  economy  and  simplicity  which 
should  never  be  lost  sight  of  in  the  administration  of  thii 
Government.  He  begp^ed  every  gentleman  to  look  at 
the  progress  of  expenditure,  and  the  indications  of  the 
future,  from  bills  now  pending,  and  be  admooisbed  of 
the  necessity  of  a  more  vigilant  watchfulness  over  the 
taxing  and  appropriating  power  of  this  Governinent. 

He  said  he  was  unwilling  to  leave  this  immense  amount 
of  money,  improperly  and  unnecessarily  collected  from 
the  tax-paying  part  of  the  comoft unity,  in  the  potfesion 
of  the  depoaite  banks,  to  strengthen  their  means  of 
speculation,  always  of  a  demoralixing  tendency,  and  im- 
prove their  profits  st  the  expense  of  the  people (  profiu 
which  would  annually  exceed  two  millions  of  dollari. 
Between  these  two  alternatives  and  that  of  a  deposile  m 
the  State  treasuries  a  choice  was  to  be  madet  either 
choice  was  an  evil,  and  the  choice  was  between  ev ui- 
He  voted  to  place  the  funds  in  the  State  treasuries,  be- 
cause, in  doing  so,  he  voted  to  take  this  immense  meani 
of  temptation  to  prodigal  and  extravagant  expenditure^ 
of  corrupting  tendency,  from  this  Government,  and  took 
from  the  banks  the  means  of  extended  speculations  and 
enormous  profits  on  money  not  belonging  to  them,  bul 
properly  belonging  to  the  people,  and  placed  the  aur 
plus  revenue  where  its  profits  could  be  employed  by  the 
State  Governments  for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  fron 
whom  it.  had  been  unconstitutionally  drawn.  The  sur 
plus  was  then  an  actual  existing  evil,  tangible  in  foro 
and  shape,  produced  by  accidental,  uncontrollable  cir 
cumstances.  For  this  eVil  a  remedy  was  necessary;  tH 
remedy  which  wss  applied,  although  an  admitted  evil 
was  the  least  which  could  be  applied  to  such  a  d»nger 
ous  disease.  . 

He  said  he  would  remark  one  thing:  that  among  »! 
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the  objeetioDi  which  hftd  been  urged  to  that  measure, 
from  vbAtever  sources  they  came,  none  had  recom- 
aeoded  a  better  remedy  for  the  existing  evil.  Mr.  G. 
Bkl  tbat  the  reasons  which  had  Induced  him  to  vote  for 
iltt  bill  of  tbe  last  session  did  oot  now  exist;  then  ibere 
vtf  tn  sctual  existing  surplus;  now  there  was  none;  the 
unendnieDt  proposed  was  in  anticipation  of  a  surplus. 
He  voald  not  take  ao  important  and  dangerous  a  step 
until  tbe  ti\\  actually  existed  to  render  it  necessary;  he 
voaid  not  anticipate  it,  for  he  hoped  and  believed  it 
vould  not  exist,  and  the  adoption  of  this  amendment 
might  prevent  tbe  reduction  of  the  tariflT,  the  proper 
remedjp  for  a  nrplus.  He  said  that,  according  to  the 
citiiitttet  of  the  Treasury  Department,  the  revenue  of 
tbe  cunent  year  would  be  about  twenty-five  millions  of 
dolbn. 

Of  tbe  appropriations  for  the  last  year,  $14,000,000 
voald  be  chargeable  upon  the  revenue  of  the  current 
jrear,  on  seeount  of  tbe  operation  of  the  deposite  act  The 
Mtioate  of  sppropriatioDS  for  the  service  of  the  current 
year  is  $^5,000,000.  He  did  not  doubt  that,  although  it 
ihould  not,  it  will  be  more,  which  will,  taking  theae  es- 
(iioites  to  be  true,  leave  a  deficit  to  be  drawn  from  the 
depositet  with  tbe  States;  but  admitting  the  estimate  to 
be  too  low,  as  to  the  receipts  from  the  public  lands,  and 
tbat  ibey  will  equal  the  last  year's  sales,  then,  under  any 
circomttances,  tbe  surplus  will  not  exceed  §8,000,000. 
la  tddition  to  this,  he  said  it  was  proper  to  remark  that 
iarf^  appropriations  might  yet  be  required  to  suppress 
Indian  hostilities,  and,  tf  he  did  not  miatake  the  signs  of 
Itie  tines,  large  eppropriationa  might  be  necessary  te 
neel  a  conflict  of  a  far  more  formidable  and  expensive 
cbincter  than  any  which  we  have  had  with  the  Indian 
tribes.  For  theae  reaaons,  if  he  had  no  other,  be  said 
he  ibould  vote  against  this  amendment. 

Mr.  G.  laid  tbat,  when  he  voted  for  the  depoatte  act 
or  the  last  session,  he  voted  for  it  as  being,  what  it  pro- 
leiied  to  be,  a  mere  deposite  act,  and  not  a  distribution 
set  in  disguise,  as  it  had  been  frequently  charaolerized; 
nor  did  he  intend  to  adopt  the  principles  of  that  bill  as  a 
listen);  for  if  the  deposite  principle  is  to  be  adopted  as 
xystem,  be  would  prefer  the  constitutional  principle 
proposed  by  a  distinguished  Senator  from  South  Caroli- 
Bi«  is  more  joat  and  more  equal  in  its  operation.  He 
aid  that  he  waa  utterly  and  entirely  opposed  to  the  dis- 
tribution prineiplef  it  was  corrupting  in  its  operations 
and  daniperous  in  ita  tendencies.  i 

Iftbe  syrtem  be  adopted,  there  can  be  no  doubt  tbat, 
ooderoar  indirect  and  tnaidioua  ayatem  of  taxation,  the 
State  Goremments  would  ultimately  look  to  this  Govern- 
i"Mt  for  the  mean*  of  conducting  their  domestic  works 
ud  ssstaining  their  domestic  institutionsfdthat  they  would 
Bake  diligent  and  active  search  for  every  possible  sub- 
jeet  of  expenditure,  until,  finally*  the  people  and  the 
State  Gofemmenta  would  cease  to  watch  tbe  pecuniary 
^P<Yations«f  the  Federal  Qovernment  with  their  accus- 
^(^oicd  figiUnce,  and  make  no  effort  to  arrest  its  march 
to  consolidation,  and,  finally,  be  ingulfed  in  ita  corrupt- 
^%  influence..  Tbe  denuinda of  the  States  would  be  met 
»1  eorreiponding  taxation  here,  and  a  aurplus  produced 
tor  tbe  purpose  of  distribution.  He  regarded  this  sys- 
tem, IS  xo%ny  distinguished  "gentlemen  had  hei«tofore 
^K^ed  it,  the  moat  dangeroua  and  corrupting  which 
^U  be  incorporated  into  our  legialation. 

Mr-  6.  nid  tbat  tbe  true  remedy  waa  to  reduce  the 
titatioQ  of  the  people  to  the  wants  of  tbe  Government, 
ind  the  wants  of  the  Government  ta  the  most  economi- 
'^1  expenditure;  economy  and  simplicity  being  essen- 
t«l  to  purity,  and  purity  to  the  maintenance  of  republi- 
^n  inatitutioDS.  He  said,  Mr.  Chairman,  w.e  must  come 
^  itf  we  must  reduce  tbe  expenditures  of  this  Govern- 
ment and  the  tsxes  of  the  people;  this  they  will  compel 
you  to  do.  If  they  properly  regard  their  rights  and  their 
uberties. 


Sir,  thta  Government  has  no  right  to  burden  tbe  tax- 
paying  community  to  raise  a  surplus  for  any  purpose  of 
distribution  whatever.  The  money  beyond  tbe  demanda 
of  the  Government  is  most  secure,  and  moat  equally  dis- 
tributed, by  remaining  in  the  pockets  of  its  rightful  own- 
ers, (the  people,)  from  whence,  by  the  constitution,  it 
ought  not  to  be  drawn  except  for  constitutional  objects* 
He  said  he  could  not  anticipate  but  with  the  most  fearful 
apprehension  any  system  which  should  prevent  the  States 
from  relying  upon  their  own  resources  for  their  domestic 
purposes,  and  cause  them  to  rely  upon  this  Government. 
He  could  not,  under  any  circumstances,  sanction  such  a 
principle.  He  thought  there  was  a  salutary  lesson  af- 
forded in  the  acramble  which  had  been  produced  in  some 
of  the  Stste  Legislaturea  for  the  disposition  of  tbeir  por- 
tions of  the  surplus  given  to  them  under  the  first  experi- 
ment. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  had  another  atrong  objection  to  tbe 
adoption  of  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Bbli,.]  It  was,  in  effect,  a  de- 
posite law,  aougbt  to  be  ingrafted  upon  a  simple  appro- 
priation bill,  embracing  subjects  totally  distinct  and  dia- 
airoilar  in  their  characters;  upon  the  same  principle,  a 
tariff  or  any  other  incongruous  law  might  be  ingrafted 
upon  an  appropriation  bill,  and  produce  the  greatest 
confuaion  upon  the  atatute  book.  He  thought  that  there 
ought  to  be  the  greatest  possible  system  and  congruity 
attainable  in  the  framing  of  our  laws.  If  he  were  other- 
wise favorable  to  tbe  amendment,  he  would  not  vote  for 
its  adoption  as  an  amendment  to  this  bill. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  waa  in  favor  of  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Tenneaaee,  becauae  the  object  of 
it  waa  to  aend  the  money  back  to  tbe  people,  instead  of 
keeping  it  in  the  vaulta  of  the  deposite  banks,  to  enrich 
tbeir  atockholders,  and  add  to  (he  salary  of  their  agent 
at  Waahington.  He  went  on  to  point  out  the  large  in- 
creaae  in  the  number  of  deposite  banks,  especially  in 
the  State  of  New  York,  within  the  last  year,  and  con- 
tended those  banks  were  selected,  and  favored,  with  a 
view  to  aid  thtf  administration  in  carrying  out  its  politi- 
cal viewa.  He  then  contraated  tbe  amount  of  public 
money  on  deposite  in  the  banks  in  New  York,  Philadel- 
phia, Baltimore,  Cincinnati,  and  Michigan,  and  attribu-  • 
ted  thia  difTerence  more  to  tbe  fact  that  some  of  those 
banks  paid  a  contribution  to  an  agent  at  Washington, 
and  aome  did  not,  than  to  any  thing  else;  and  invariably, 
aaid  lie,  those  banka  who  pay  a  good  sum  to  an  agent  get 
the  largeat  amount  of  deposite.  He  feared  there  was 
some  improper  influence  at  work  in  the  aelection  of  these 
banks^  and  therefore  he  wished  the  source  of  corrup- 
tion to  be  removed;  snd  be  considered  this  proposition 
aa  tbe  beat  means  of  removing  it. 

Mr.  GARLAND  then  asked  the  permiasion  of  his  friend 
from  Kentucky  to  explain;  which  being  granted,  he  aaid 
that  the  aelected  banks  for  the  deposite  of  the  public  mon- 
ey were  not  restricted  ss  to  tbe  amount  of  deposites  which 
they  might  receive  by  the  amount  of  their  capital  previ- 
ous to  the  deposite  set  of  the  last  session,  and  tbat  sev- 
eral of  them  had  an  amount  on  deposite  equal  to,  if  not 
beyond,  their  capital;  that,  by  the  deposite  act  of  the 
last  session,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  bound  to 
withdraw  from  any  bank  the  excess  of  public  deposites 
beyond  three  fourths  of  their  capital,  and  to  place  the 
excess  in  some  other  bank.  This  act  rendered  it  neces- 
ssry,  during  the  last  summer  and  autumn,  to  make  many 
selections  of  new  banks.  This  was  particularly  neces- 
sary in  New  York,  because  more  than  half  tbe  revenue 
from  imports  is  collected  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

The  transfers  which  wer^maHe  necessary  in  the  exe- 
cution of  the  deposite  act  m  not  necessarily  take  eflTect 
immediately,  but  in  tbe  usual  periods  of  all  transfers, 
having  reference  to  tbe  amount,  and  tbe  distance  the 
money  was  to  be  sent.    Mr.  G.  said,  if  bis  friend  from 
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Kentucky  would  put  himself  to  the  trouble  of  g^oing^  to 
the  Department  gnd  examining  the  proceeding's  of  the 
Department,  he  would  be  perfectly  satisfied  that  this 
matter  was  all  right  and  proper,  and  that  the  law  had 
been  executed  without  any  reference  to  electioiieering 
purposes  whatever,  but  in  perfect  good  faith. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  having  inquired  what  were  Mr. 
GarljiNd's  views  as  to  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands-^ 

Mr.  GARLAND  said  be  would,  without  hesitation,  an- 
swer the  question,  as  he  had  no  wish  to  conceal  any  opin- 
ion he  entertained.  He  said  that,  in  all  the  acts  of  cession 
of  the  public  lands  from  the  States,  he  regarded  the  inten- 
tion of  the  cessions  to  be  to  create  a  common  fund  for 
the  common  benefit  of  the  States,  to  be  applied  to  the 
general  benefit  of  all  the  States  in  their  federative  char- 
acter, and  not  for  the  individual  use  of  any  single  State, 
or  for  distribution  among  them,  in  equal  portions,  for 
their  separate,  unconnected,  individual  use.  He  re- 
garded the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  as 
constituting  a  part  of  the  revenue  of  the  country,  to  be 
disposed  of  in  the  same  way  and  under  the  same  consti- 
tutional restrictions  as  revenue  derived  from  any  other 
source;  that,  to  the  principal  tax-paying  States  this  ap- 
propriation of  it  was  most  beneficial,  as,  to  that  amount, 
it  would  diminish  the  onerous  effect  of  the  present  op- 
pressive tariff.  He  said  that  he  was  opposed,  upon  con- 
stitutional grounds,  to  giving  away  a  single  acre  of  the 
public  lands,  or  one  dollar  of  its  proceeds;  that* he  was 
oppi)8ed  to  any  pre-emption  bill  upon  principle;  and  that 
he  preferred  selling  the  public  lands,  restricting  inordi- 
nate speculations,  bringing  into  the  Treasury  the  pro- 
ceeds, and,  to  their  amount,  reducing  the  revenue  from 
imports. 

Mr.  MANN  submitted  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment, providing  that  the  deposite  should  be  in  propor- 
tion to  the  ratio  of  representation  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  M.  asked,  where  was  the  necessity  of  the  propo- 
sition of  the  gentleman  from  Tennesse^'  Or  had  the 
gentleman  any  data  upon  which  to  estimate  the  amount 
of  money  to  be  appropriated  under  that  proposition? 
And  could  they  adopt  it  without  that?  The  gentleman 
should  have  done  what  was  done  by  an  honorable  Sena- 
tor— introduced  it  at  an  early  period  of  the  session;  for 
this  amendment  and  that  bill  were  identical.  If,  how- 
ever, it  should  be  adopted,  Mr.  M.  had  prepared  his 
amendment  to  prevent  the  repetition  of  one  of  the  great- 
est constitutional  outrages  that  bad  ever  taken  place 
since  the  formation  of  this  Government — indirectly  done, 
to  be  sure,  but  not  the  less  grievous.  By  the  distribu- 
tion law — for  he  would  call  it  by  its  right  name,  it  was 
**  distribution,"  though  a  mental  reservstion  had  been 
made  by  the  use  of  the  word  ••deposite" — the  people 
of  the  large  States  had  been  sacrificed  to  the  interest  of 
those  of  the  small  States.  He  was  opposed  to  distribu- 
tion in  any  way  whatever;  and,  even  if  his  amendment 
should  be  incorporated  in  the  provision  under  consider- 
ation, it  would  still  be  open  to  all  his  objections,  though  it 
would  render  it  less  unjust  in  its  operation.  He  expressed 
his  surprise  at  such  a  measure  conning  from  the  quarter 
it  did.  What  had  become  of  the  once  cherished  State- 
right  doctrinesP  Where  the  doctrine  of  a  strict  construc- 
tion of  the  constitution?  Was  it  the  design  to  continue 
the  present  oppressive  system  of  taxation,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  collecting  large  amounts  of  money  from  the  peo- 
ple, to  distribute  it  back  in  an  unequal  ratio,  with  the 
loss  to  the  whole  people  of  the  enormous  expenses  of 
collection^  He  entered  his  solemn  protest  against  the 
whole  principle.  a> 

Mr.  GIDEON  LEE  said  ne  rose  first  to  correct  the 
error  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky.  He  charges 
that  the  distribution  of  the  public  money,  undtr  the  law 
of  June  last,  has  been  made  with  pol.tical  views,  with 


party  purposes  and  motives,  and  cites  the  bistory  of  the 
removal  in  the  city  of  New  York.  ' 

He  informs  us  that,  immediately  prior  to  the  election, 
the  funds,  which  had  long  been  deposited  in  but  three 
banks,  on  the  eve  of  the  election  were  distributed  among 
eleven  banks;  and  he  asks  what  motive  but  parly  mo- 
tives could  have  induced  tbe  removal,  when  three 
banks,  or  one  bank,  could  have  kept  the  money  quhe  as 
safely. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  facts  are  briefly  these:  you  collect 
seventeen  millions  of  revenue  in  that  city;  twelve  mil- 
lions lay  in  the  three  deposite  banks  on  the  date  of  the 
passage  of  the  distribution  bill  in  June  last.  I  deem  it 
most  improper  and  improvident  to  leave  such  large  soma 
in  any  bank,  amounting  to  the  double  of  their  aggregate 
capital;  so  this  Congress  held;  and  one  of  the  material 
essential  provisions  of  the  deposire  bill  was  that  no  bank 
should  hold  an  amount  of  public  money  exceeding  three 
fourths  of  the  capital  of  such  bank.  The  whole  anaount 
of  the  bank  capital  of  that  city  is  nominally  eighteen 
millions  and  a  half  of  dollars;  several  of  those  banks 
would  not  take  it.  I  myself  advised  one,  in  which  I 
have  some  interest,  hot  to  accept  the  trust;  it  must  soon 
be  repaid;  it  was  .soon  to  be  distributed;  tbe  receiving 
bank  would  certainly  loan  it«  it  would  get  invested  in 
Western  lands  or  city  lots,  or  India  voyages,  and  could 
not  be  reached  in  time. 

Well,  sir,  seven  millions  and  a  half  must  be  removed, 
besides  tbe  large  daily  accruing  revenue;  the  law  was 
imperative;  the  coercion  of  tbe  law  was  tbe  motive,  and 
not  party,  politics,  as  the  gentleman  alleges,  ifthich 
distributed  the  money  from  three  to  eleven  banlc«.  I 
know  the  facts  aa  to  the  city:  party  have  no  view^  or 
influence;  the  law  made  the  distribution;  and,  so  far 
as  I  have  made  myself  acquainted  •wKh  the  distribution 
in  all  the  State,  and  I  have  spent  much  time  and  pains  to 
inform  myself,  no  equal  sum  of  money  was  ever  removed 
with  so  much  skill,  cure,  and  prudence. 

No  financier,  perhaps,  was  ever  employed  in  a  task  so 
delicate  or  difficult;  compelled  by  law  to  remove  oearly 
forty  millions  of  money,  in  direct  violation  of  all  the  laws 
of  trade,  against  all  the  usual  currents  of  money.  Bvery 
financial  man  anticipated  deep  Injury,  perhaps  ruin.  I 
call  on  every  financial  man  in  this  House  to  show  me 
how  Mr.  Woodbury  could  have  performed  this  unprece- 
dented duty  with  less  injury  to  the  pecuniary  concerus 
of  the  nation. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  was  not  my  purpose  to  say  a  word  on 
this  or  any  other  question.  We  have  but  a  few  remsiin« 
ing  dsys,  and  I  feel  deeply  the  obligation  to  waste  no 
time  in  mere  words;  but,  being  on,  the  floor,  I  must 
briefly  notice  tfie  merits  of  the  question.  It  is  precisely 
another  distribution  bill.  I  shudder  at  a  second  distri- 
bution; though  I  feel  too  deeply  tbe  scenes  we  have  Just 
passed,  or  now  passing. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  rarely  g*ve  reasons  for  my  vote.       I 
shall,  however,  vote  against  this  amendment,  on  the 
ground  I  voted  against  the  distribution  law  of  June;  it  is 
the  same  thing;  my  views  are  unchanged.  I  voteagain&t 
it,  because  it  leads  to  the  collection  of  money  which  the 
owners  had  better  keep  than  the  Government;  because  it 
levies  money  for  a  purpose  which  the  constitution  do^s; 
not  warrant;  because  it  corrupts  our  election;  because 
members  of  Congress  will  be  chosen  in  reference  to  the 
amount  of  money  they  will  pledge  themselves  to  draur 
from  the  federal  coffers,  and   plant  in  their  several  dls« 
tricts — I  know  the  fbct,  that  electioneering  on  this  prin* 
ciple  is  now  in  process;  because  I   believe  that,  sooi.erj 
or  later,  the  inevitable  efl*ect  will  be  to  vote  as  little  as  I 
possible  for  federal  purposes:  to  withhold  from  the  army  ,  I 
the  navy,  the  fortifications,  the  proper  necessary  appro- 
priations,  and,  finally,  render  the  Federal  Government  «> 
mere  rope  of  sand. 
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Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  regret  tb»t  tbe  time  will  not  ad- 
mit—I feel  so  iolenpniy  the  obligation  to  proceed  to  ac- 
tioo— or  I  would  go  into  a  detailed  argument  on  this 
occuion^on  no  occasion  did  I  ever  desire  to  do  so 
more  strongly. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  South  Carolina,  could  see  no 
reason  why,  if  this  measure  was  wise  and  proper  at  the 
list  senion,  it  is  not  so  now,  eacept  that  the  Executive 
has  since  openly  taken  ground  against  it — a  very  suffi- 
cient reason  to  some  gentlemen.     He  was  sure  that  it 
vunot  10  vith  bis  friend  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Garlavd.] 
If  five  millions  was  the  sum  proper*  to  be  left  in  the 
Trruory  last  year,  what  reason  is  there  to  require  more 
now?  If  there  is  no  surplus,  there  will  be  no  distribution. 
Mr.  T.  Slid  that  of  all  hambugger y,  in  this  age  of  hum- 
bugs (be  greatest  was  that  this  measure  would  corrupt 
the  Stttes.    What  do  gentlemen  mean  when  they  talk 
of  corrupting  that  incorporeal  thing,  a  State?  They  must 
mean,  if  indeed  they  mean  any  thing,  that  it  will  corrupt 
tbe  people!    This  money  ia  returned  to  the  States,  who 
hire  an  unrestricted  control  of  it.     Has  any  one  evtr 
brmehed  the  id<'a  of  the  States  corrupting  their  own 
people?    How  corrupt  themf     By  appropriating  this 
money  to  the  beneficent  purposes  of  internal  improve- 
ment and  education?    Vould  that  more  of  the  States 
•ere  thus  corrupted.     The  distribution  must  be  equal, 
and  6xed  by  positive  law.  There  will  be  no  discretion — 
D'>  power  of  discrimim^on — no  power  of  granting  fa- 
vors. Where  that  is  tflftase,  thore  can  be  no  power  of 
patronage.    The  money  must  be  distributed,  or  left  in 
the  Treasury,  to  be  distributed  by  the  Secretary,  at  his 
good  will  and  pleasure.     Those  banks  which  are  nnoat 
&>t)^enriet}l  will  get  the  most  money.     In  these  times  of 
^♦y  pressure,  what  power  do  you  not  give  your  Gov- 
ernment by  leaving  in  its  bands  fifteen  millions,  to  be  di8« 
Huted  amongst  favorites?    Take  the  bank  officers, 
sockhoiders,  and  debtors,  in  any  community,  and  you 
Uke  four  fifibs^f  the  influence  of  that  community;  and 
}^  gentlemen  profess  to  do  this  to  avoid  the  danger  of 
co^uptioii!    To  give  this  power  of  corrupting  to  those 
*K  every  body  knows,  have  the  will  thus  to  use  it. 
1*0  utter  Mich  a  proposition  without  a  blush,  ^rtainly 
^''iressome  power  of  countenance.     Mr.  1*.  thought 
(^<e  measure  one  of  the  greatest  strokes  of  the  master 
inmd  of  its  suthor.     Mr.  J\  would  be  willing,  to^lay,  to 
icknovledge  an  indebtedness  for  his  State  of  ten  mil- 
l»o«5,  if  other  States  were  charged  proportionably.  What 
woylJ  be  the  effect  but  this:  that  when  there  was  a  de- 
^("'t '^f  revenue,  instead  of  taxes  imposed  by  this  body, 
l^i^nt  and  reckless  as  it  is  of  the  interests  of  the  dif- 
^reni  sections,  the  revenue  will  be  raised  by  State  legis- 
Wwn—by  those  who  understand  and  will  regard  the  dif- 
^rem  interests  of  their  States— by  taxes  wisely  imposed 
I'lih  reference  to  the  diflTerent  interests  of  their  people — 
wringing  us  back  to  the  principle  of  taxation  of  the  old 
cnrederation,  without  its  defects.    We  find  this  surplus 
'"  ^e  Treuury.     What  is  to  be  done  with  it  is  the  sole 
7^<itton.    God  knows  that  he,  and  those  with  whom  he 
I'is  acted,  are  not  responsible  for  this  accumulation.     It 
^  never  been  objected  to  us  that  we  have  not  gone  far 
(nough  to  reduce  the  tariff*.     T  he  fault  charged  to  us  is 
^»»cily  opposite.    There  is  a  beautiful  propriety  in  gen- 
^cBten  now  talking  about  the  improper  accumulation  of 
"U3  money,  who,  in  the  struggle  against  the  tariff;  went 
>ri  aoiid  phalanx  for  ttet  absurd  and  odious  system. 

Kr.  CKARY  rose  and  said  that  he  did  not  know  why 
M  cliigin  and  the  banks  of  Michigan  should  so  often  be 
»^e  the  subject  of  attack  in  that  House.  At  the  last 
teanon  of  CongresA  an  honbrable  gentleman  from  Ken- 
'"cky  [Hr.  Aliah]  had  thought  proper  to  pronounce 
<>«  ci'posite  banks  of  Michigan  rickety  concernst  but  no 
evidence  was  produced 'In  support  of  the  charge.  On 
t><e  present  occasion  they  had  again  been  brought  to  the 


notice  of  the  House  and  the  country  by  another  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  UzroxRWoon.]  He 
said  he  thought  the  attack  unnecessary  and  uncalled  for. 
He  was  free  to  say,  and  prepared  to  demonstrate,  that 
there  were  no  banks  in  the  country  established  upon  a 
more  permanent  basis.  They  were  able,  at  any  moment, 
to  discharge  all  their  liabilities  to  the  Government,  with- 
out in  the  slightest  degree  affecting  their  credit.  If  their 
specie  on  hand  be  taken  as  a  standard  by  which  to  judge 
them,  this  would  be  found  to  compare  well  with  the 
banks  of  any  of  the  States,  even  those  on  the  Atlantic 
border.  This,  however,  showed  only  a  small  part  of 
their  ability.  Almost  every  bank  at  the  Rast  had  its  pa- 
per in  their  vaults.  As  an  evidence  of  their  ability,  and 
also  of  their  fidelity,  he  would  state  that,  «ithin  the  past 
twenty  months,  they  had  paid  over  to  the  Government 
almost  $9,000,000,  and  they  had  paid  this  sum  with  a 
promptitude  whi^h  commended  them  to  the  confidence 
of  the  whole  country.  He  hesitated  not  to  say  that  there 
were  no  better  banks  in  the  country.  He  defied  the 
whole  power  of  the  Government  to  affect  them.  The 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  UMDsnwooD]  had  insin- 
uated that  the  deposites  in  those  banks  were  suffered  to 
be  larger  than  in  other  banks,,  fur  the  purpose  of  having 
an  influence  upon  the  presidential  election  in  that  quar- 
ter. He  need  state  but  a  few  facts  to  convince  the  gen- 
tleman of  his  error.  It  is  well  known  irf^ichigan  that 
the  officers  of  one  of  those  banks  call  themselves  the 
friends  of  this  administration,  and  yet  in  that  bank  there 
was  on  depostte  on  the  1st  of  December  only  $265,541; 
while  in  the  other  bank,  whose  officers  are  of  the  party 
of  the  gentleman  himself,  there  was  on  deposite,  at  the 
same  period,  $1,190,513.  if  this  be  the  way  in  which 
the  money  of  the  Government  is  used  for  political  pur« 
poses,  it  certainly  was  not  calculated  to  produce  any 
very  favorable  results  to  the  present  administration.  It 
had  not  been  thus  used  in  his  State.  He  said  that  he  had 
tried  to  have  the  deposites  distributed  so  as  to  benefit 
some  of  his  own  political  friends,  but  had  not  succeeded. 
With  this  evidlVice  before  him,  he  was  bound  to  defend 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  from  the  insinuations  of 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky.  ^ 

Mr.  G.  said  he  embraced  the  occasion  to  say  that  m 
.  was  opposed  to  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  Dsll,]  and  to  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Makn.]  On  no  ac- 
count could  he  be  induced  to  vote  for  a  distribution  of 
the  surplus,  on  the  basis  advocated  by  either  of  those 
gentlemen.  The  bill  of  the  last  session,  called  a  deposite 
bill,  but  in  fact  a  bill  of  distribution,  was  a  bill  of  abomi- 
nations. It  distributed  the  public  money  unequally,  un- 
juatly.  That  money  had  been  collected  from  the  people 
of  every  section  of  the  Union.  It  was  paid  into  the  Treaa« 
ury  by  them,  not  in  the  proportion  to  their  respective 
representations  in  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, nor  in  the  proportion  to  their  respective  represent- 
ation in  the  House  alone,  but  in  a  proportion  altogether 
at  variance  with  either.  It  had  been  dr^wn  from  the 
people  of  the  old  States  and  the  new,  and  not  of  the 
States  only,  but  also  of  the  Territories,  and  in  proportion 
to  their  population  at  the  present  time.  To  distribute 
it,  yt  u  went  back  to  the  census,  taken  six  years  ago; 
thus  giving  monry  to  the  people  of  the  old  States  which 
you  had  taken  from  the  people  of  the  new  States.  By 
that  act,  the  people  whom  he  had  to  represent  were  de- 
prived'of  a  large  sum  of  money  which  had  been  pillaged 
from  them  when  they  were  unrepresented  upon  that 
floor;  when  they  were  denied  a  voice  in  the  national 
councils.  You  propose  no\Y  to  re-enact  the  same  scene 
of  injustice.  He  could  not  consent  to  it.  If  there  was  to 
be  another  distribution,  there  should  be  another  census, 
and  that  census  should  form  the  basis  of  the  distribution. 
In  that  wsy  atone  the  surplus  in  your  Treasury  would  be 
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returned  to  thoie  who  had  paid  it  there.  In  that  way 
alone  could  justice  be  done  to  the  people  of  hit  own 
State,  to  the  people  of  the  whole  Western  country. 

He  stood  there  not  to  arouse  sectional  prejudices. 
He  had  no  disposition  to  make  appeals  to  any  particular 
section  of  the  country.  It  was  the  duty  of  that  House  to 
legislate  for  the  whole  countryi  and  he  was  ready  to  car- 
ry out  such  a  system  of  legislation.  If  the  Atlantic  coast 
needed  fortifications,  he  was  disposed  to  vote  for  them; 
and,  after  voting  to  expend  some  twenty  millions  of  dollars 
on  thst  border,  he  would  vote  for  all  legitimate  objects 
of  appropriation  in  the  Wei  tern  section  of  the  country. 
He  had  voted  for  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut,  [Mr.  Iitohax.]  He  thought  it  ought  to 
prevail.  He  could  subscribe  to  all  that  had  been  said  in 
favor  of  it.  He  would  also  vote  for  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Paiixs,]  for  he  consid- 
ered, that  appropriation  necessary  also.  He  was  dis- 
posed to  vote  for  other  appropriations  for  works  along 
the  coast  of  that  State.  He  believed  it  ought  to  be  for- 
tified. We  had  a  question  of  boundary  to  settle  there, 
and  it  might  have. to  be  settled  by  a  resort  to  arms.  We 
ought  to  prepare  for  such  an  event.  He  would  vote  the 
fifty  thousand  dollars^  and,  if  that  was  not  sufficient,  he 
was  disposed  to  vote  a  still  greater  amount— for  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  if  the  gentleman  from  Maine 
called  for  it.  He  believed  it  would  be  needed  before 
the  question  of  boundary  was  adjusted  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  American  people. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  said  he  wu,  tn  general,  much  op- 

Eosed  to  the  addition  of  new  clauses  to  an  appropriation 
ill,  after  it  had  been  matured  by  the  proper  committee, 
particularly  such  as  introduced  mattcra  unconnected  with 
the  main  objects  of  the  bill.  This  mode  of  legislation 
often  left  no  alternative  but  to  adopt  a  questionable  or 
improper  principle,  or  reject  appropriations  essential  to 
the  public  service.  But,  in  the  present  instance,  he 
should  overcome  his  repugnance,  and  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr. 
BsLL.]  That  amendment,  it  was  true,  Hivolved  a  very 
important  principle;  but  it  had  undergone  a  full  discus- 
fgp\  indeed,  it  had  occupied  the  attention  of  the  coun- 
Wf  for  years  past,  and  had  received  the  deliberate  con- 
sideration and  sanction  of  Congress  at  the  last  session. , 
He  presumed,  therefore,  that  tvcry  gentleman  waa  pre- 
pared to  vote  upon  it. 

Having  formerly  expressed  my  views  (said  Mr.  R.)  on 
the  propriety  of  distributing  the  surplus  revenue,  1 
should  not  now  have  risen  to  say  a  word  on  the  subject 
but  for  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Michigan, 
[Mr.  Crart]  That  gentleman  opposes' a  distribution, 
if  I  understand  him  correctly,  upon  the  ground  that  his 
State  has  contributed  more  than  her  just  proportion  to- 
wards the  revenue;  and  that  any  distribution,  therefore, 
by  the  ratio  of  representation,  or  of  actual  population, 
would  do  her  g^reat  injustice.  How  is  this,  sir.'  Upon 
what  principle  was  it  assumed  that  Michigan  has  paid  so 
much  more  than  her  due  proportion  into  the  public  Treas- 
ury as  to  be  unwilling  to  receive  her  proportional  part  of 
the  surplus?  Are  we  to  understand  that  the  gentleman 
considers  the  price  paid  by  the  people  of  Michigan  for  the 
public  lands  (hey  have  purchased  as^oney  levied  in  the 
way  of  a  taxf  Then,  sir,  I  deny  the  justice  of  the  preten- 
tion. I'he  people  of  the  new  States  have,  by  no  meana, 
been  exclusively  the  purchasers  of  the  public  domain  lying 
within  their  respective  limits.  It  has  been  purchased,  and 
ia  still  owned,  to  a  considerable  extent,  by  the  citizens  of 
the  old  States^ New  York,  Virginia,  and  the  rest.  But 
suppose  this  were  not  so.  Is  the  ground  to  be  taken  that 
the  price  of  the  public  lands  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  forced 
contribution  to  the  revenue  ?  Have  not  the  purchasers  ob- 
tained a  full  equivalent  for  what  they  have  paid,  as  much 
as  if  they  had  purchased  from  private  proprietoraf    N^y, 


sir,  as  ia  suggested  near  me,  have  they  not,  on  an  aver- 
age, realised  double  and  treble  the  amount  of  their  in- 
vettnoenta?  Will  they  aurrender  their  purcbasea?  Or 
will  they  set  up  a  title  both  to  the  land  and  the  money? 
No,  air;  1  am  well  persuaded  no  gentleman  here  will  ad- 
vocate so  monatrous  an  injustice.  The  old  States  freely 
gave  up,  for  the  sake  of  harmony,  a  princely  territory, 
upon  the  condition  simply  of  participating,  according  to 
a  stipulated  ratio,  in  the  benefits  to  arise  from  it.  They 
have  shown  in  this  that  they  were  capable  of  a~generouB 
sacrifice  for  the  public  good.  But  they  can  never  ac- 
quiesce in  an  open*  and  flagrant  violation  of  their  rigbta. 
Nor  can  their  Representativea,  ahould  such  an  attempt 
be  made,  ait  here  with  their  arms  folded  and  aee  those 
rights  wrested  from  them  by  force  or  fraud.  It  would 
really  seem  as  if  this  Government  had  forgotten  the  na- 
ture of  their  tenure,  and  meant  to  diapute  the  title  under 
which  alone  they  acquired  and  hold  poaseasion  of  that 
portion  at  least  of  the  public  domain  surrendered  by  the 
States.  We  constantly  hear  of  schemes  to  reduce  the 
price  below  the  fair  maket  value;  to  yield  them  up  to 
those  who  have  lawlessly  entered  upon  them;  to  make 
even  an  unconditional  surrender  of  them  to  the  States  in 
which  they  lie.  There  is  not  one  of  these  schemes  that 
does  not  violate  the  compact  under  which  they  are  held 
by  the  United  States.  Let  me,  sir,  at  least  remind  you 
of  the  terms  of  the  grant  made  by  the  State  I  have  the 
honor  to  represent. 

After  dedicating  cei^ain  porlfbs  for  specific  objectf» 
among  others  for  compensating  her  revolutionary  aoU 
diert,  whose  valor  bad  defended  them,  it  explicitly  de- 
clares that  the  whole  residue  shall  constitute  a  common 
fund,  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  States,  Virginia  inclusive, 
in  proportion  to  their  contributions  to  the  public  ex-^ 
penditure.     Upon  these  terms  alone  wss  the  surrender 
made  and  accepted;  and,  so  long  as  the  proceeds  havo 
been  required  to  meet  the  public  exigenciett,  all  the 
States  have  enjoyed  the  benefits  conteK»plated  by  the 
deeds  of  cession.     But  for  some  years  past  the  increased 
demand  fur  lands  arising  from  the  rapid  aettlement  of 
the  new  States,  and  an  inordinate  spirit  of  speculation, 
in  connexion  with  the  operation  of  the  tariff,  have  pour- 
ed into  the  Treasury  a  redundant  revenue,  which  the 
most  extravagant  appropriationa  have  not  sufficed  to 
consume.     It  was  in  Ihia  state  of  things  that  Congress, 
during  the  last  session,  felt  itself  imperiously  called  on  to 
make  some  diapoaition  of  the  immense  and  accumulating 
surplus  in  the  Treasury  among  the  several  States.     The 
ratio  adopted  may  not  have  done  exact  justice  to  each; 
the  new  Slates  psrticularly,  owing  to  the  rapid  increase 
of  their  population  since  the  laat  census,  have  not  receiv- 
ed the  proportion  to  which  the  ratio  of  federal  numbent, 
as  prescribed  by  the  constitution,  would  perhaps  entitle 
them.     But  still  it  was  a  beneficent  measure,  checking*, 
as  it  did,  the  waateful  extravagance  of  this  Government, 
and  restoring  to  the  peopl^  what  justly  belonged    t^ 
them;  and  ao  long  as  from  the  same  sourcea-~the  pro- 
ceeds of  sales  of  the  public  property,  or  the  extortions 
of  an  unjuat  tariff—- a  revenue  shall  be  collected,  more 
than  adequate  to  the  reasonable  wants  of  the  Government 
so  lung  will  I  continue  to  vote  for  restoring  the  surplus  ic 
itP  lawful  owners.     I  heed  not  the  outcry  raised  about 
the  corrupting  effects  of. such  a  measure.     The  Govern 
ment  of  the  United  States  ia  a  mere  trustee;  and   the 
Statea,  so  far  at  least  as  respeels  the  proceeds  of  th< 
lands  they  ceded,  are  no  more  liable  to  be  corruptee 
from  receiving  what  is  due  to  them  from  the  Unite< 
States,  than  if  it  were  due  from  France  or  England 
They  solicit  no  favor;  they  demand  only  what  belongs  t< 
them.    They  insist  only  upon  the  performance  of  ili< 
trust  this  Government  has  aasumed,  and  which  it  woul< 
be  coerced  to  perform,  could  the  question  be  brough 
before  any  impartial  judicial  tribunal.     It  would  not  b< 
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endored  for  »  moment  that  this  trustee  should  withhold 
property  from  its  rightful  owners,  upon  the  plea  that  it 
would  corrupt  them  to  receive  it.     There  is  vastly  more 
dinger  in  leaving  the  funds  here,  than  in  distributing 
them  a.Dong  the  States.     There  it  may,  and  I  (rust  will 
be,  applied  to  the  most  beneficial  purposes,  instead  of 
beiofi;  expended  in  a  partial  system  of  internal  improve- 
meot,  or  corruptly  wasted,  used  through  the  banks  or 
otherwise  in  political  jobs.     To  my  own  State,  especial- 
\jf  which  has  paid  so  much  towards  the  public  revenue, 
>nd  except  in  this  mode  of  distribution  has  received  so 
riule  from  it,  I  should  hope  for  importsnt  benefits. 
Dnined  u  she  is  of  her  population  and  wealth  by  a  con- 
stant emigration  to  the  West,  and  suffering  under  the 
inflicttoQ  of  a  protecting  tariff,  the  public  lands  present 
resources  which,  judiciously  managed,  may,  for  many 
yesri,  reiiivigorate  her  industry,  enable  her  to  carry  on 
the  lool  improwenaents  in  which  she  is  now  extensively 
eisbarked,  and  provide  yet  more  liberally  for  the  edu- 
cation of  her  youth.     So  far  from  looking  with  appre- 
beniion  at  the  two  or  three  millions  poured  into  her 
treasury  under  the  act  of  the  last  session,  I  should  re- 
joice if  from  the  sales  of  the  public  domain,  of  which  she 
ceded  10  large  a   portion,  she  could  for  a  century  to 
come  innually  receive  an  equal  amount.      Whatever 
my  be  thought  of  distributing  the  general  revenue,  the 
oM  States  which   surrendered  their  lands,  none  can 
Ml,  have  a  perfect  right  to  participate  in  all  the  ad- 
^ota{(l8  resiiltingr  from  them.     They  were  ceded  by 
tbem  on  the  express  condition  of  such  participation. 
The  new  States,  at  least,  the  recipients  of  their  bounty, 
*bo  have  been  admitted  by  them  to  partake  of  this  com- 
noo  itock  without  contributing  to  it,  will  be  among  the 
H  I  should  hope,  who  will  ever  deny  their  claim.     It 
»one  of  sheer  justice.     Did  I  not  think  it  so,  I  would 
^_  ur^e  it|  for  it  is  my  pride  to  represent  a  State 

sbicb  would  disdain  to  ask  or  to  accept  more  than  her 

Oae. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  said  he  would  avail  himself  of  the  op- 
portunity to  express  to  the  House,  and  to  his  const itu- 
^^  slso,  the  reasons  that  would  govern  him  in  bis  vote 
^  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
fieuee,  [Mr.  Bsll.]  He  said  he  was  more  willing  to  do 
Mi  because  be  did  not  vote  on  the  deposite  question  last 
i^oD,  when  that  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
f^  a  third  time.  He  wished  also  to  say  to  the  House, 
^d  to  his  constituents,  why  he  did  not  vote,  though 
present  when  the  question  was  taken  on  the  engross- 
°^n^  yet  not  present  when  it  passed.  He  voted  on  the 
<luest{OQ  of  amendment  to  the  bill  as  it  came  from  the 
^^nste,  but  not  on  the  question.  Shall  the  bill  be  en- 
r°"^  sod  read  s  third  time'  He  preferred  the  bill  as 
xoeoded  greatly  to  the  Senate's  bill  before  its  amend- 
^nt,  and  voted  accordingly. 

Some  had  supposed  that  he  bad  declined  voting  to 
^°*^  bis  opinion  upon  tht  subject  of  deposite  or  dis- 
mution.  A  few  day«  before,  incidentally,  in  speaking 
0^  the  subject  of  the  land  bill  as  being  similar  in  princi- 
ple, he  had  expressed  bis  opinion  on  distribution .    This 

i-t'jved  be  could  not  have  been  actuated  then  by  that 

njotiff, 

ActttsI  doubt,  and  no  time  given  to  discuss  or  reflect 
^  the  Bubject,  at  the  close  of  the  session,  and  under  the 
prerioua  question,  necessarily  put  on  account  of  the 
*«o«oe8s  of  time  left,  and  the  great  press  of  other  busi- 
''^  prevented  him  from  voting.  Not  a  doubt  as  to  the 
Jitare  and  character  of  raising  money  for  the  purpose  of 
^tsiributlon  or  depositee  but  an  actual  doubt  whether  it 
*'Qld  aid  or  not  to  keep  up  the  protecting  duties— the 
^'>tt.  He  had  no  doubt  but  that  we  had  the  right  to 
^^t  restitution  to  the  people  of  any  money  or  a  part  of 
py  money  of  which  we  might  have  robbed  them,  or  ob- 
vtfted  from  them  by  any  means,  when  it  WM  over  and 
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ab6ve  the  just  necessities  of  the  Government  to  supply 
its  necessary  and  economical  wants. 

To  reduce  the  income  to  the  wants  of  Government, 
and  to  reduce  the  tariff  for  that  purpose,  had  been  strong. 
ly  recommended  by  the  Executive.  It  was  generally 
expected,  on  all  hands,  that  it  would  be  cut  doM'n  in 
some  degree.  It  was,  however,  then  thought  entirely 
too  late  in  the  session,  and  it  was  universally  said  that,  at 
the  commencement  of  this  session,  we  should  commence 
the  work  of  reduction  of  the  tariff'and  of  the  revenue. 
This  was  early  proposed  at  the  present  session.  Mr.  B. 
had  strong  hopes  and  some  fears  on  the  subject,  but  vo- 
ted to  lay  his  colleague's  resolution  [Mr.  Mkrcer's]  on 
the  table.  This  resolution  sought  to  relinquish,  on  the 
part  of  the  Federal  Government,  all  claim  to  the  money 
deposited  by  it  with  the  States.  Mr.  B.  did  not  know 
what  effect  this  measure  might  have  had  on  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  tariff,  or  on  reduction  generally  of  the  reve- 
nue. The  very  able  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  the  chairman  of  which  Mr.  B.  knew  to  be 
professedly,  and  did  and  does  now  believe  to  be  sincere- 
ly»  opposed  to  the  protecting-duty  system,  seemed  to 
brighten  the  prospect  for  reduction,  which  was  cheering 
to  Mr.  B.  and  to  the  country. 

But  now,  sir,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  we  are  again  at  the  very 
crumbling  brink  of  the  grave  of  another  session,  and 
nothing  is  done.  As  to  the  report  of  the  Senate,  it 
promised  little  or  nothingi  what  it  would  perform  of  that 
little  he  did  not  know.  Between  letting  the  money  stay 
here,  and  the  deposite  bill  as  it  was  when  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  finally  passed — a  sad  alternative— Mr.  B. 
was  in  doubt.  Mr.  B.  has  none  now{  with  his  loss  of 
hope  of  reducing  the  tariff  and  the  revenue  to  the  wants 
of  economy  in  the  administration  of  our  affairs,  his  doubts 
have  vanished.  It  is  true  that  the  present  Executive  has 
recommended  it,  and  the  President  elect  has  already, 
when  questioned,  declared  his  opinion  to  the  same  effect. 
Still  (said  Mr.  B.)  my  hopes  are  gone.  When  I  see  the 
system  of  partly  selling,  but  principally  giving  away, 
the  public  Ian  A,  playing  into  the  hands  of  the  tariff  sys- 
tem— protective  system;  and  when  I  know  that  these 
are  the  only  means  of  increase  or  decrease  in  the  reye- 
nue  on  the  imposts  and  lands,  unless  we  resort  to  direct 
taxation,  I  despair.  They  are  the  arbiters  of  our  fate, 
and  they  su'e  in  the  hands  of  those  who  are  agreed  to 
take  care  of  those  two  systems, whatever  may  become  of 
us.  Sir,  (repeated  he,)  I  despair.  The  Executive  can 
do  nothing  for  us,  let  him  try  ever  so  hard. 

This  system  of  one  tenth  part  selling,  and  the  other 
nine  parts  giving  the  public  lands,  has  a  force  and  ope- 
ration in  it  that  has  wholly  escaped  me  heretofore.  I 
know  tha%  lut  session,  there  was  something  about  the 
boainess  that  I  could  not  see  through.  Whether  it  was 
want  of  vision  iii  me,  or  whether  the  whole  subject  waa 
a  muddy  stream,  impenetrable  to  the  human  eye,  I  did 
not  know.  But,  though  muddy  then,  it  is  now  as  clear 
to  me  as  the  mountain  limestone  water— the  pure  limpid 
fountain,  transparent  as  the  air. 

It  is  no  longer  a  muddy  pool  to  me.  No,  sir,  I  can 
now  see  a  pin's  head  and  point  in  ten  feet  water.  1  now 
see  we  shall  not  get  the  tariff  down,  we  shall  not  mate- 
rially  reduce  the  revenue.  I  am  willing  (said  Mr.  B.)  to 
let  the  compromise  part  of  the  tariff  stand .  I  am  willing 
to  take  off  all  the  impost  duties^  I  am  willing  to  stop  the 
sale  of  the  public  lands;  I  am  willing  all  or  any  part  of 
these  things  to  bring  down  the  revenue,  but  come  down 
it  must  for  me.  I  am  willing  to  suspend  all  the  rules, 
and  set  out  this  minute  and  spend  all  the  balance  of  the 
time  we  have  in  doing  it  in  a  manner  the  best  for  all 
concerned.  But  it  must  come  down,  and  that  imme- 
diately, (said  Mr.  B.,)  or  I  will  vote  to  send  any  part, 
or  all,  back  to  the  people.  If  I  cannot  get  all,  I  will 
send  what  I  can  get.    1  will  put  it  into  the  light  pock- 
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ets  in  every  instancCi  if  I  can;  I  will  come  as  near  as  I 
can. 

Mr.  B.  saul  he  knew  it  was  unconstitutional  thus  to 
take  it  from  the  people  in  this  way,  and  would  be  so  to 
do  the  like  again,  and  so  it  would  be  to  keep  it;  and  so 
long  as  we  this  continue  to  take,  I  will  continue  to  give 
back;  and  if  I  cannot  do  it  unconditionally.  I  will  lend 
it,  deposite  it.  Strange  thing,  this — lake' the  people's 
money  away  from  them,  and  then  lend  it  to  them.  But 
if  I  can  do  no  belter,  T  must  do  that. 

We  cannot  s'op  taxing  the  people.  How  absurd! 
IVhy  tax  them?  Why  sell  their  property?  Do  you  need 
money  to  carry  on  any  necessary  work?  No.  Any  debts 
to  pay?  Surely  none.  Well,  why  not  take  oflf  the  duties? 
We  are  answered  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Lawrbvcb,]  whose  intelligence  is 
well  known,  and  whose  equanimity  of  manner  and  tem- 
per is  admirable;  the  even  current  of  whose  feelings  has 
never  been  rippled,  as  far  as  I  have  seen,  until  there 
was  a  report  made  proposing  to  take  off  some  of  the 
burdens  of  the  people — take  off  a  portion  of  the  taxes. 
The  gentleman  immediately  was  horror-struck  at  such  a 
proposition.  And  why  not  do  it?  His  answer  is,  that  it 
will  ruin  our  manufactures.  I  did  not  know  I  bad  any 
manufactures,  (said  Mr.  B.)  If  they  are  ours,  I  will 
aek  to  draw  my  share,  as  a  partner,  of  the  annual  profits 
and  proceeds.  Were  I  to  put  this  to  the  gentleman,  he 
would  be  struck  with  wonder  again  that  I  should  want 
to  draw  a  portion  of  the^  profits  arising  from  his  manu- 
factures. When  you  are  taxing,  they  are  our  manufac- 
tures; i»ben  you  go  for  part  of^tbe  profits,  they  are  my 
manufactures. 

That  gentleman  was  kind  enough  to  offer  a  word  of 
advice  to  our  constituents,  telling  them  a  thing  we  never 
would  tell  them:  how  much  better  it  wss  for  them  to 
pay  high  prices  and  taxes  than  low  ones  and  no  taxes, 
and  how  much  money  was  made  by  it.  I  will  return 
that  part  of  the  obligation  that  rests  on  me  as  a  slave- 
holder and  tobacco  planter,  and  whose  constituents  are 
generally  so,  by  sending  a  word  of  advioe  to  his  constit- 
uents. 1  will  advise  them  never  to  mind  our  manufac- 
tures, so  far  as  to  pay  high  pricea  or  taxes  for  their  sake, 
until  they  are  allowed  to  draw  some  share  as  owners  or 
partners.  I'his  word  our  manufactures  has  hookwinked 
many  a  one;  as  many  in  the  North  as  in  the  South.  My 
life  (said  Mr.  B.)  to  a  ninepence,  if  a  roan  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  our  manufactures,  and  not  a  partner,  will 
offer  his  services,  and  publicly  explain  to  the  people 
their  profit  and  loss  in  our  manufactures,  and  stand  to 
their  mterest  with  integrity  and  faith,  at  the  next  elec- 
tions our  manufactures  would  represent  the  interest  of 
themselves  at  home,  and  the  people  would  have  a  rep- 
resentative here  to  represent  their  interests  in  this  hall. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  B. ,)  there  are  some  rich  men  interested 
deeply  in  keeping  up  the  duties  and  taxes;  but  the  great 
mass  of  society  in  the  North  have  no  more  interest  in 
them  than  I  have.  But,  since  we  cannot  take  off  the 
duties^  let  us  stop  selling  the  land.  Ruinous^  says  the 
•quatter,  to  n;e.  Well,  go  and  settle  on  it  till  1842, 
and  I  will  charge  nothing  for  improvement,  and  give 
you  pre-emption.  This  will  ruin  me,  says  the  specula- 
tor in  lands;  I  can  never  sell  out  my  purchase^,  if  you 
do  this.  It  will  break  noe  up,  says  the  half-sell  half-buy 
system  interest. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  there  can  be  more  patronage  ex- 
erted by  this  mode  of  using  the  public  lands  than  can  be 
by  means  of  all  the  honors  and  legitimate  revenues  put 
together.  See,  sir;  sell  a  thousand  dollars  worth  of 
land  at  reduced  prices — this  carries  but  one  thousand 
.  dollars  into  the  Treasury.  Yet  there  may  be  favoritism 
in  it,  and  the  land  may  purchase  as  much  patronage,  as 
much  power,  as  much  corruption,  as  much,  in  short,  of 
any  thing,  as  a  million  of  dollars;  for  the  land  may  be 


worth  that  sum,  and  often  is.    Yet  this  does  not  strike 
the  eye  like  an  outfit  to  France. 

If  we  sell  the  people's  land  for  the  best  price  we  can, 
it  is  a  thing  that  is  no  way  mysterious.  If  we  offer  to 
give  it  away  to  the  States  and  Territories,  it  is  easily  un- 
derstood. But  if  we  offer  to  sell  for  less  than  we  can 
get  for  it,  it  is  hard  to  be  understood.  How  much  is 
gift,  and  how  much  is  sale?  Who  is  it  given  to,  and  in 
what  proportions'  I  should  like  to  know  this.  I  know 
it  is  not  given  to  the  people  generally. 

If  a  man  have  a  thing,  he  has  the  undoubted,  indispu- 
table right  to  ^ive  it  away,  but  seldom  does  so.  He  has 
certainly  the  right  to  take  less,  when  he  sells  a  things  of 
his  own,  from  one  man  than  from  another.  But  this 
must  be  to  a  favorite.  He  has  a  right  to  a  favorite,  and 
to  benefit  him  if  he  Wish.  If  an  agent  or  trustee  bold 
property  for  sale  for  the  benefit  of  bis  principal,  to  save 
the  balance  or  enhance  its  value  he  might  give  a  part 
away.  He  might  even  give  away  the  whole,  to  save  the 
owner  himself  Yet,  in  both  these  cases,  the  owner 
would  likely  wish  to  know  to  whom  it  has  been  given, 
and  how  much  was  given. 

But  suppose  your  agent  or  trustee  were  to  offer  to 
sell  your  property  for  less  than  he  knew  he  could  get, 
would  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  keep  him  or  dismiss  him? 

Mr.  B.  said  he  would  close  by  reiterating  that  he  had 
no  hope  of  ever  getting  out  of  the  claws  of  these  two 
ays' ems — the  half-sell  half-buy  system,  and  the  protect-  | 
ing-duty  system — unless  he  could  break  up  the  alliance 
between  them;  and  perhaps  distribution  or  deposite  might  \ 
do  that.  If  not,  the  case  is  hopeless,  and  he  would 
send  as  much  home  to  the  people  as  he  could,  as  being 
the  best  hope  in  a  hopeless  case. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.   MANN,  of  New  York,   to 
amend, 

Mr.  BOULDIN  said  he  should  vote  against  this  amend  - 
ment,  for  the  same  reason  that  bad  induced  bim  to  sus> 
tain  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee — aim- 
ply  because  that,  he  was  now  sure,  was  the  best  we 
could  get,  if  we  got  that;  not  that  either  was  right,  or  | 
even  tolerable,  but  as  a  hard  case  of  dire  necessity. 

Mr.  LANE  said  that,  as  soon  as  the  committee  should 
become  composed,  so  that  he  could  be  heard,  he  would 
proceed  to  address  them  with  that  brevity  suited  to  the 
close  of  a  protracted  sitting  of  ten  hours.  He  waa  not 
ambitious  to  address  a  wearied  and  impatient  audience. 
That  his  apology  must  be  found  in  the  injustice  of  the 
proposition  upon  which  he  is  called  upon  to  vote — & 
proposition  so  manifestly  oppressive  to  that  portion  of 
the  people  he  had  the  honor  to  represent,  that  to  give  a: 
silent  vote  would  be  reckless  to  bis  own  duty,  and  re- 
gardless of  their  interests. 

The  proposition  now  to  be  determined,  and  the  only 
one  in  order  for  debate,  is  to  distribute  tbe  surplus  rev- 
enue among  the  several  States,  agreeably  to  the  repre- 
sentation in  this  branch  of  Congress.  To  distribute, 
(said  Mr.  L.,}  because  no  one  believed  a  cent  of  it  will 
ever  be  called  for,  or  returned  by  the  States. 

The  money  proposed  to  be  divided  has  been  collected,, 
not  from  the  old  States,  not  agreeahly  to  the  represent^ 
ation  in  this  House,  but  from  tbe  whole  people;  and« 
whether  regarded  as  arising  from  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  or  upon  duties  upon  merchandise,  it  has  been  paid 
according  to  population,  not  representation,  in  direct 
proportion  to  the  amount  paid  for  land  and  the  coni 
sumption  of  imported  articles.  That  if  any  dispropori 
tion  in  the  collection  of  the  amount  proposed  to  b^ 
returned  to  the  people  exists,  it  is  because  the  people 
of  the  new  States  have  purchased  more  of  the  public^ 
lands  than  those  of  the  old. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  RoBXRTSoir]  ha^ 
informed  the  committee  that  he  will  sustain  tbe  proposii 
tion,  in  order  that  bis  constituents  may  participate  in  th^ 
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benefits  •rntn|[:  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and 
prefent  them  from  being  taken  by  force  or  fraud. 

Sir,  (sard  Mr.  L.,)  the  people  of  the  new  States  ask 
for  noibing  unequal  or  unjust;  nor  would  they  take 
from  th€  people  of  the  old  States  that  to  which  they  are 
not  entitled,  either  by  force  or  fraud,  nor  will  they  si- 
lently submit  to  be  plundered  by  the  old  States  upon 
this  floor. 

Sir,  while  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
RoiiiTsov]  ia  so  liberal  in  attributing  force  and  fraud 
to  the  new  Staten,  is  he  aware  that  he  is  advocating  a 
propositioo  that  would  take  the  money  from  the  pockets 
of  the  people  of  the  new  States,  and  place  it  in  the 
pockets  of  his  own  constituents f  That  would  place 
millions  of  dollars  In  the  hands  of  the  people  of  the  old 
Sfites,  which  had  been  drawn  from  the  pockets  of  the 
people  of  the  new,  not  by  force,  not  by  fraud,  but  by 
votes  upon  this  floor,  by  unjust,  unequal,  and  unconsti- 
tutional If  gislation  ? 

The  white  population  of  Indiana  is  greater  than  that 
of  Virgfinia  or  Kentucky.  As  proof  of  this  fact,  it  is 
only  necessary  to  refer  the  committee  to  the  votes  polled 
at  Ibe  late  presidential  election.  Indiana  gave  several 
thotittnd  more  than  Kentucky^  and  the  State  of  Ohio 
mtny  thousand  more  than  Pennsylvania;  yet,  sir,  this 
proposition  would  give  to  Virginia  three  times  as  much 
u  to  Indiana,  the  former  having  twenty-one  members  on 
this  floor,  (be  latter  but  seren.  The  Slate  of  Kentucky 
would  receive  double  the  amount  paid  to  Indiana,  the 
ooe  having  fourteen,  the  other  «even  members  in 
this  House.  At  the  same  time,  no  gentlemen  would  risk 
hii  reputation  for  veracity  by  saying  the  population  of 
Indiina  did  not  exceed  Kentucky,  or  that  the  people  of 
Indiana  bad  not  contributed  more  to  the  sum  to  be  divi- 
ded than  the  people  of  Kentucky!  So  with  Ohio;  she 
nuld  receive  one  third  less  than  Pennsylvania.  This 
disproportion,  m  a  greater  or  less  degree,  would  hold 
?ood  with  all  the  new  States,  compared  with  the  nJd. 

Sir,  the  injustice  of  the  proposition  is  palpable  at  first 
bluib,  ind. ought  not  to  receive  the  countenance  of  any 
•'•onorable  man  on  this  floor.  Mr.  L.  said  he  put  it  to 
honorable  gentlemen  from  the  old  States  to  say  if  such 
t  proceeding  would  be  generous  or  magnanimous. 
^hat  is  the  principle  proposed  and  urged  upon  the 
cotTjmiiicc?  No  more  or  less  unjust  or  oppressive  than 
to  impose  taxes  upon  the  people  of  the  new  States,  ac- 
cording to  their  numbers,  per  capita,  beyond  the  wants 
of  the  Government,  and  then  return  to  the  people  of  the 
eld  Sfates,  not  only  what  had  been  taken  from  them,  but 
o»e  half  of  the  amount  taken  from  the  new.  In  other 
vords,  to  return  to  the  people  of  the  new  one  half  the 
*"n  lo  which  they  were  entitled,  and  the  other  half  to 
'w  old  States,  over  and  above  the  amount  to  which  they 
^^^  in  jiifctice  entitled. 

To  call  this  force,  to  call  it  fraud,  would  be  terms  too 
°^ild;  it  would  be  oppression  in  the  exaction,  and  pIuM- 
^»  in  the  division. 

[Here  Mr.  Robbbtsov  explained.]  f 

^Ir.  L.  said  he  was  aware  that,  by  the  provrsions  of 
Jhe  constitution,  all  direct  taxation  for  the  wants  of  the 
Gpvcmmenl  had  to  be  made  according  to  the  represent- 
ation upon  this  floor;  and  that,  if  the  mohey  had  been 
drawn  from  the  States  in  that  manner,  auch  a  division, 
^^ch  a  return,  would  be  just,  because  equal.  That, 
'^(iveyer,  is  not  the  casei  the  money  to  be  divided  has 
'iot  been  drawn  from  the  States  In  that  proportion,  but 
•ccordin^  to  population,  regardless  of  representation, 
°*fe  or  elsewhere. 

.  Sir,  what  has  produced  such  an  extraordinary  change 
'n  the  opinions  of  honorable  members'  A  few  years 
tnce  it  was  proposed  to  divide  among  the  States  the 
["o-jey  arising  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  by  the 
'"•nd  bill,  originating  with  a  distinguished   Senator  in 


another  part  of  this  House.  It  passed  the  Senate  and 
this  House  by  an  overwhelming  majority.  By  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bill,  each  of  the  new  States  in  which  the 
public  lands  were  located  received  large  donations  of 
land,  and  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent,  out  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  within  the  State;  and  the  balance  was 
divided  equally  among  the  States,  based  upon  the  cen- 
sus of  1830,  which  ia  the  basis  of  the  present  proposi- 
tion. This  wsa  intended  to  make  up  in  some  degree 
for  the  increased  and  increasing  population  of  the  new 
over  the  old  States. 

In  this  there  was  something  generous,  magnanimous, 
on  the  part  of  the  advocates  of  the  bill,  towards  the 
people  of  the  new  States,  compared  with  the  present 
proposition.  The  same  gentlemen  in  this  House  who 
were  the  advocates  of  that  bill  are  now  the  advocates  of 
this  proposition.  Are  honorable  gentlemen  prepared  to 
give  the  reason  and  the  cause  for  such  a  sudden  change 
having  pasted  over  the  vision  of  their  political  dreams? 
Is  it  to  be  found  in  the  action  of  the  people  of  the  new 
States,  In  relation  to  recent  and  former  elections  of  an 
important  character'  Surely  hot;  no  gentleman  will 
admit  this,  though  any  one  would  be  at  a  loss  to  find  any 
other  reason  for  such  a  change. 

Mr.  L.  said  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Un- 
dirwood]  had,  with  an  air  of  confidence,  given  the 
committee  his  reasons  for  supporting  the  proposition: 
that  the  money  in  the  hands  of  the  deposite  banks  in- 
creased  the  executive  influence  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment; that  it  was  not  only  improperly  deposited,  but 
used  for  political  purposes  to  influence  public  opinion; 
that  his  honorable  friend  desired  its  removal  from  the 
pet  bank*,  (as  he  is  pleased  to  call  them,)  because  these 
banks,  or  those  who  manage  them,  are  the  friends  of 
the  administration,  and  use  the  money  for  their  own 
benefit. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  was  equally  desirous  for  the  removal 
of  the  money  of  the  people  from  the  possession  and  con- 
trol of  the  bank",  because  they  are,  so  far  aa  his  part  of 
the  country  is  concerned,  most  decidedly  opposed  to  the 
administration  and  all  those  who  sustain  it;  that  they  use 
the  power  that  the  public  deposites  give  them  for  politi- 
cal purposes,  and  not  for  the  public  good;  not  to  accom- 
modate the  people,  whose  money  it  is,  but  to  advance 
the  interest  of  the  favored  few;  in  short,  to  shave  and 
oppress  the  people  with  the  money  of  the  people. 

One  word  in  reply  to  the  hQnr)rable  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Tbomppoit.]  He  urges,  with  his 
wonted  zeal  and  eloquence,  the  adoption  of  the  amend- 
ment, because  it  will  take  the  possession  of  the  money 
from  the  Federal  and  place  it  in  the  hands  of  the  State 
Governments;  that  if  left  in  the  power  of  the  Executive 
it  will  be  used  to  corrupt  the  people;  that  in  the  hands 
of  the  State  authorities  it  cannot  be  employed  fur  any 
such  purpose:  the  people  (f  the  States  are  incorrupti- 
ble. Sir,  (said  Mr.  L.,)  if  the  people  of  the  States  of 
this  Union  are  incorniptible,  he  would  like  to  have  the 
gentleman  inform  the  committee  who  it  is  he  apprehends 
would  be  corrupted  by  the  Executive  of  the  Federal 
Government.  To  conclude,  Mr.  L.  said  he  had  too  much 
confidence  in  the  justice  of  the  members  of  the  commit- 
tee to  suppose  they  would  for  a  moment  entertain  such 
a  proposition.  He  would,  therefore,  not  detain  the  com- 
mittee at  so  late  an  hour. 

Mr.  CAMBTt^LENG  obtained  the  floor,*  and  said  be 
would  willingly  waive  all  opportunity  to  speak,  but  made 
an  earnest  appeal  to  the  committee  to  lake  the  question. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Mahw  was  then  rejected,  with- 
out a  division. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Bell  was  ta- 
ken by  tellers,  and  also  disagreed  to:  Yeas  71,  nays  75. 

Mr.  CUSHMAN  intimated  his  intention  of  submitting 
sn  amendment. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  committee 
then  rose  and  reported  the  army  and  fortification  bills, 
as  ameitdedy  lo  thp  Houf^e. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  moved  an  adjournment}  which 
prevailed:  Ye»i  70,  nays  51.     And  bo 

The  Houac  adjourned,  at  9  o'clock  P.  SI. 

SATVnSAT,  FSBRVART  25. 

RELATIONS  WITH  MEXICO. 

The  unfinikhed  business  of  the  morninfir  hour  was  the 
report,  with  the  accompanying  resolutions,  reported 
yesterday  by  Mr.  Howaud,  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign AfTairf,  on  the  subject  of  the  relations  between  the 
United  States  and  Mexico.  • 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  he  did  not  see  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  in  his  place,  and  be 
would,  therefore,  move  that  the  further  consideration  of 
the  subject  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  McKIM  said  he  would  state,  for  the  infornriation 
or  the  House,  that  his  colleague  [Mr.  Howard]  was  very 
unwell,  and  not  able  to  attend  to  his  duties  here. 

Mr.  ADAMS  hoped  that  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  [Mr.  Cambreleho]  would  name 
some  other  day  than  Monday;  Tuesday,  if  he  pleased. 
He  hoped  that,  as  so  many  weeks  had  passed  over  with- 
out an  opportunity  having  been  given  to  present  peti- 
tions, and  as  Monday  was  the  last  day  on  which  they 
cnuld  be  presented  during  the  present  session,  another 
day  would  be  fixed  on. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  then  moved  Tuesday i  which  mo- 
tion was  agreed  to. 

And  so  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject  waa 
pi:»tponcd  until  Tuesday  next. 

CULTIVATION  OF  SILK. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  from  the  Committee  on  Manufactures, 
to  whom  had  been  referred  a  resolution  of  the  House, 
instructing  them  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
moting the  culture  and  manufacture  of  silk  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  reported  thereon  tt  length. 

Mr.  A.  said  that  this  report  had  been  made  at  the 
present  session,  though,  probably,  it  was  not  perfectly 
in  order.  The  resolution  referring  this  subject  to  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures  had  been  adopted  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress;  and  the  committee,  at  that  lime, 
charged  one  of  its  members,  (Mr.  Judson,  a  Represent- 
ative from  the  State  of  Connecticut,)  who  had  offered 
the  resolution,  with  the  duty  of  collecting  the  informa- 
tion alluded  to.  I'hat  gentleman  had  been  subsequently 
transferred  to  another  department  of  the  Government, 
and  had  resigned  his  seat  in  this  House.  He  had  not 
ceased,  however,  to  prosecute  his  inquiries;  and,  at  a 
late  period  of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  [Mr.  Adams]  had 
received  a  letter  from  him,  (Mr.  Judson,)  containing  the 
substance  of  the  information  which  had  been  collected, 
and  which  was  very  valuable.  Mr.  A.,  therefore,  as  the 
chairman  of  the  committee,  reported  that  letter  as  a  part 
of  his  re  pot  t,  and  asked  that  it  might  be  received  as  such. 
The  letter  was  jhort,  and  he  asked  that  it  might  be  read. 

The  same  having  been  read,  Mr.  A.  moved  that  the 
report,  together  with  the  letter,  be  laid  on  the  talkie, 
and  printed  I  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  A.  moved  that  5,000  extra  copies  be  printed. 

The  House  consented  to  consider  the  motion  at  this 
time,  and  the  same  was  agreed  to. 

POST  OFFICE  DILLS. 

Mr.  CONNOR,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Of- 
fice and  Post  Roads,  reported  the  following  reaolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  House  will  go  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  on  Monday,  imme- 


diately after  the  reading  of  the  joarnal,  for  the  space  of 
one  hour  and  a  half,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  two 
bills  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Ofiice  and 
Post  Roads,  for  the  erection  tf  a  building  for  the  Post 
Ofiice  Department,  and  a  bill  to  provide  for  additiooal 
clerks  in  the  Post  Office  Departmeot  and  Auditor's  of- 
fice,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Hie  SPEAKER  said  the  resolution  would  requires 
vote  of  two  thirds  for  its  adoption. 

Mr.  STORER  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  add- 
ing **  and  all  the  bills  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions}"  which  amendment  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  JAR  VIS  suggeated  to  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  [Mr.  Covvor]  to  modify  his  resolution  so  as  to 
name  "  Monday,  immediately  after  the  reading  of  the 
journal,"  and  then  to  say,  **  and  all  other  bills  vhich 
I  the  committee  may  see  fit  to  take  up." 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  this  resolution  having  been 
reported  from  a  committee,  it  would  not  be  competeDt 
for  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  to  modify  it. 

Mr.  CONNOR  said  he  would  adopt  the  first  sugges- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Jab  vis,]  and 
moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  the  hour 
of  eleven,  and  inaerling  « immediately  after  the  reading 
of  the  Journal." 

Mr.  ADAMS  hoped  that  no  other  business  would  be 
allowed  to  interfere  with  the  premutation  of  petitions  on 
Monday. 

And  the  question  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  CoiriroB 
was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative.  So  the  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JARVIS  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  add- 
ing, at  the  end  thereof,  ••  and  all  such  other  bills  as  the 
committee  may  see  fit  to  take  up  for  consideration/' 
which  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Virginis,  moved  to  amend  the  res- 
olution by  including  the  bill  in  relation  to  the  extension 
of  \)k  pension  system;  which  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  to  lay  the  whole  sub- 
ject on  the  tablet  which  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  LANE  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  inciii- 
ding  the  bill  granting  a  right  of  way  through  the  public 
lands  to  the  Maumee  Branch  Railroad  Company;  wbicb 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BOON  asked  if  it  was  in  order  to  restrict  the  com- 
mittee, by  specifying  in  the  reaolution  the  time  which 
should  be  allotted  to  them  for  the  consideration  of  these 
bills. 

The  CHAR  said  the  matter  was  within  the  power  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  ADAMS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolutions  which  were  refused. 

And  the  question  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution 
was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  negative:  y^^^^' 
nyys  57 — two  thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative.  ^^ 
the  resolution  waa  rejected. 

%         UNITED  STATES  BANK. 

Mr.  GALBRAITH.  from  the  select  committee  upon 
the  subject  of  the  United  SUtes  Bank,  reported  the  fol- 
lowing j  oint  resolution :  . 

Resoived  i  v  Me  Senate  and  Howe  of  Repnteniatm  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  anembled.  That 
until  the  notes  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
which  may  have  been  returned  since  the  3d  day  w 
March  last,  redeemed  from  the  funds  of  the  said  bank, 
shall  cease  to  be  reissued  by  it*  officers,  directors,  trus- 
tee or  trustees,  and  until  the  amount  due  to  the  Govern- 
ment from  said  bank  shall  be  aettled  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury,  the  notes  of  said  baoir, 
and  the  notes  of  any  bank  to  which  its  funds  and  caiaie 
may  be  transferred  in  trust  for  the  payment  of  its  deow 
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rod  discharge  of  its  obligttions,  shall  tiot  be  received  in 
piyment  of  any  debU  due  to  the  Government  of  the 
Uoited  States,  or  taken  in  exchange  or  depoaitc  in  any 
of  the  banks  selected  as  depositories  of  the  public 
aooey;  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  di- 
reeled  to  sdopt  such  measures  as  he  may  deem  neoessa- 
ry  to  carry  this  provision  into  effect. 

The  resolution  having  been  read  the  first  time,  and 
the  question  being  on  the  second  reading, 

Mr.  LINCOLN  said  he  was  somewhat  surprised  that 
a  report  should  have  been  made  from  a  committee  of 
vbich  be  was  a  member,  without  his  having  had  either 
the  honor  or  the  opportunity  of  being  present  when  it 
wa  igrced  to.  It  was  one  of  the  most  extraordinary 
proporitions  he  bad  ever  heard.  It  proposed  that  no 
bank,  vbich  should  receive  the  outstanding  bills  of  the 
l»te  United  States  Bank,  should  have  its  own  money  re- 
ceivable in  payment  of  ^ebts  of  any  kind  due  to  the 
Government (  it  was,  in  short,  to  discredit  the  notes  of 
»Dy  bank  in  the  Union  which  should  receive  such  bills. 
But,  before  he  entered  into  a  consideration  of  the  char- 
icter  of  the  resolution,  he  begged  leave  to  put  one  or 
two  interrogatories  to  the  chairman  of  the  select  com- 
mittee. And,  in  order  that  that  gentleman  might  see 
the  pertinency  of  the  interrogatories^  he  (Mr.  L.)  would 
i^Bte  vhat  hsid  been  his  own  observation  of  the  course 
of  proceeding  in  relation  to  this  resolution. 

immediately  after  the  constitution  of  this  committee, 
t  notification  was  made  to  its  members  to  meet,  for  the 
porpoie  of  considering  the  various  propositions  com- 
mitted to  it  for  examination,  discussion,  and  action.  At 
tbat  meeting,  he  believed,  all  the  members  but  one 
vere  present.  No  distinct  action  was  had,  but  there 
fai>d  been  a  general  sentiment,  so  far  as  he  had  under- 
«tood,tbe  remarks  of  the  different  members  of  the  com^ 
mittee,  unfavorable  to  Iny  definite  action  at  that  timei 
bot  there  had  also  been  a  distinct  understanding  that, 
vheneTer  the  chairman  of  the  committee  should  think 
it  Bdrisable  that- the  committee  should  sgain  be  ilssem- 
oied,  s  meeting  should  take  place  on  notice  given  by 
bio).  The  committee  voted  no  adjournment,  but  lef^  it 
Jo  the  discretion  of  the  chairmani  [Mr.  Galbeaitb,]  en- 
metitd  as  he  (Mr.  I«.)  had  hoped  that  gentleman 
voiild  stiow  hiuMeif  to  be,  to  reassemble  the  committee 
^}  such  tisne  as  he  might  elect.  Accordingly,  some 
(Jffie  afterwards,  Mr.  L.  received  a  notice  to  meet  the 
^iBiUee  in  one  of  the  rooms  of  the  House.  Within 
^tteen  minatea  of  the  time  appointed  for  the  meeting  of 
^Qe  cofflnitiee,  coming  up,  he  met  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  going  down  from  the  Capitol,  who  informed 
^  that  the  committee  had  not  assembled)  that  he  had 
wen  at  the  room,  but  that  no  one  was  there.  Soon  af- 
^rwards,  he  (Mr.  L.)  was  again  notified  to  meet  the 
^i&ittee.  He  came  up,  looked  into  the  room  in 
vbich  the  committee  wss  to  assemblef  and  in  every  otfa- 
'1^  committee  room  on  the  first  and  second  floor.  He 
then  came  into  the  House.  He  beat  up  messenger-boys 
^^^  doorkeepers,  to  inquire  for  the  chairman «  but  he 
could  neither  see  nor  hear  of  him;  and,  after  wandering 
'»<HJi  the  purlieus  of  the  palace  for  some  time,  he  gave 
"P  ^be  search  as  fruitless.  He  found  neither  the  chair- 
^n  nor  any  member  of  the  committeei  and  when  he 
^"1  at  last  Chance  to  meet  him,  he  (Mr.  L.)  tolJ  him  he 
^u&t  return  a  non  eai  inveniui  against  him.  He  (Mr. 
'")  was  then  notified  to  meet  on  another  occasion.  He 
^&me  the  third  time.  In  the  committee  room  he  met 
^be  chairman  and  two  other  members  of  the  committee) 
'nd«  after  discasaing  the  subject,  (not  a  word  of  a  report 
Jsssaid,)  and  after  inquiring  what  it  was  proposed  to 
do,  he  was  informed  that  this  resolution  was  one  xh'ing 
*bich  he  wished-  to  bring  forward.  But  there  were 
only  four  members  presen).«  three  at  first,  one  coming 
in  afterwards}  and  be  was  notified  that  a  meeting  would 


be  held  at  the  private  chambers  of  the  committee  on 
that  evening.  -But  he  heard  nothing  about  a  report, 
nothing  about  a  bill. 

[It  is  necesssry  here  to  explain  that  Mr.  L.  alludes 
to  the  report  and  bill  which  were  presented  by  Mr. 
G  ALB  BAITS  a  few  days  since,  from  the  same  select  com- 
mittee; the  latter  of  which  provides  for  the  infliction  of 
pecuniary  perislties  for  reissues  of  the  notes  of  the  late 
Bank  of  the  United  States.] 

On  the  evening  referred  to,  Mr.  L.  said  it  was  im- 
practicable for  him  to  attend,  in  consequence  of  other 
duties.  The  next  evening  he  understood  that  a  report 
had  been  made>  not  one  word  of  which  had  been  sub- 
mitted to  him;  and  that  a  short  bill  of  a  single  section 
had  also  accompanied  the  report.  Of  this,  no  notice  had 
been  given  to  him;  nor  had  he  been  notified  of  any  oth- 
er meeting  on  the  subject,  save  that  in  the  private 
chamber  alluded  to. 

He  now  wished  to  inquire  from  the  phairman  of  the 
committee  whether  a  majority  of  the  committee  were 
present  when  the  report  and  bill  were  agreed  to; 
whether  the  report  was  read  before  a  majority;  and 
whether  a  majority  agreed  that  the  report  and  resolu- 
tions both  should  be  reported  to  the  House.  And,  if 
so,  wh>  the  resolutions  were  not  reported  at  the  same 
time  as  the  report  accompanied  by  the  bill. 

Mr.  GALBKAITH  said  it  was  true  there  had  been 
two  or  three  ineffectual  attempts  to  get  the  committee 
together  in  the  Capitol,  but  be  was  not  aware  that  this 
was  in  consequence  of  any  neglect  on  his  part.    He  cer- 
tainly had  given  due  notice  to  all  the  members  of  the 
committee  who  were  in  the  city,  and  it  was  no  fault  of 
his  that  they  did  not  attend.    At  the  second  meeting  of 
the  committee,  it  was  suggested  that  it  would  bt  prop- 
er to  address  a  communication  to  the  officers  of  the 
United  States  Bank,  and  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts was  present  at  that  time,  and  he  himself  objected 
to  this  communication  beingf  sent.     Nothing  was  then 
done  in  this  matter,  but  it  was  decided  that  lie  (Mr.  G.) 
should  csU  another  meeting  of  the  committee,  for  the 
purpose  of  having  a  more  full  attendance,  before  they 
proceeded  to  the  adoption  of  any  measure;  and  he  again 
notified  the  members  of  the  committee  to  attend  on  a 
particular  day  at  the  room  of  the  District  Committee  in 
the  Capitol;  and  at  that  meeting  there  were  but  four  pres- 
ent, and  it  was  then  mentioned  that  the  gentleman  from 
Maasachusetts  [Mr.  Lingolk]  and  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Miirs]  were  members  of  a  select  com- 
mittee, and  could  not  attend  in  the  morning  hour,  their 
engagements  on  the  other  select  committee  preventing 
them  from  so  doing.     It  was  then  proposed  to  call  a 
meeting  in  the  evening;  and,  as  there  might  be  some 
difficulty   in   getting  into  the  Capitol  at   night,   they 
agreed  the  meeting  should  be  at  the  rooms  of  one  of  the 
members  of  the  committee.     He  notified  the  members 
of  the  committee  to  attend  this  meeting,  and  there  were 
five  members  present  at  that  meeting,  who,  being  a 
quorum,  considered  the  report,  bill,  and  joint  resolu- 
tion, and  unanimously  concurred  in  the  same,  and  di- 
rected him  to  report  them  to  the  House.  In  reply  to  the 
inquiry  why  he  had  not  reported  the  joint  resolution  to 
the  House  at  the  same  time  he  made  the  report,  he  had 
only  to  say,  that  when  he  rose  to  make  the  report,  he 
held  in  his  hand  the  report,  bill,  and  resolution,  and  in- 
tended then  to  report  them  to  the  House;  but  immedi* 
ately  after  the  report  and  bUl  were  disposed  of,  the  hour 
for  reports  having  expired,  and  a  motion  being  made  to 
proceed  to  the  orders  of  the  day,  be  was  thereby  exclu- 
ded from  reporting  the  joint  resolution  at  that  time. 
Mr.  G.  then,  for  the  life  of  him,  could  not  see  why  the 
gentleman  complained  of  this  proceeding.  He  had  given 
all  the  members  notice;  and  if  they  did  not  choose  to  at- 
tend the  meetings  of  the  committee,  it  was  their  own  fault. 
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Memoriai  of  the  Ui  S.  Bank, 


[Fib,  25,  1837. 


Mr.  LINCOLN  taid  this  resolution  involved  grare  con- 
siderations, and  should  have  had  the  most  serious  atten- 
tion of  a  committee,  instead  of  being  brought  thus  hastily 
and  secretly  before  the  House.  Mr.  L.  was  proceeding 
in  his  remsrks,  when 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 

MEMORIAL  OF  THE  U.  8.  BANK. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  rose  and  stated  that  he  learned 
from  the  Speaker  that  he  had  in  his  possessionem  memo, 
rial  from  the  president^  directors,  and  company  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  which  might  obviate  the  ne- 
cessity, in  the  mind  of  every  geniteman,  of  further  pro- 
ceedings upon  the  resolution  offered  from  the  select 
committee.  He  therefore  asked  leave  of  the  House 
for  the  Speaker  to  present  the  memorial,  and  requested 
the  Speaker  to  do  so. 

Leave  being  granted,  the  Speaker  presented  the  fol- 
lowing memoriah  which  was  read: 

Tb  the  Senate  and  House  of  Eeoreseniaiivei  in  Congrett 

assemblea: 

The  memorial  of  the  president,  directors,  and  com- 
pany of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  respectfully  rep- 
resents: That  hsving  recently  seen,  among  the  docu- 
ments printed  by  Congress,  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  in  which  he  laments  that  he  has  not  been 
able  to  settle  with  the  bank,  and  invokes  the  aid  of 
Congress,  they  deem  it  proper  to  state  that  they  are 
now,  as  they  always  have  been,  ready  and  anxious  to 
settle;  and  that  not  the  alightest  deUy,  nor  the  least  ob- 
stacle of  any  kind,  can  justly  be  ascribed  to  them.  This 
they  propose  to  render  obvious  in  a  few  words. 

In  a  settlement  between  the  Government  and  the 
bank,  one  of  two  courses  was  necessary.  The  first  was 
to  wind  up  the  whole  business  of  the  institution,  and 
divide  the  proceeds;  a  mode  inevitable,  had  the  bank 
ceased  its  operations  on  the  4th  of  March.  But,  as  the 
institution  continued,  with  ho  change  except  the  retire- 
ment of  a  single  psrtner,  it  was  deemed  a  process 
equally  harsh  and  useless  to  force  the  country  to  pay 
sixty  millions  of  debts  at  a  moment  of  general  embarrass- 
ment, merely  to  balance  the  books  of  the  bank;  and  the 
second  mode  was  therefore  preferred — that  of  estima- 
ting the  value  of  the  stock  on  the  4th  of  March,  and  pay. 
ing  the  Government  its  proportion.  This  was  the  easi- 
est, and  simplest,  and  fairest  mode  of  adjustment.  It 
was  obviously  the  mode  contemplated  by  Congress, 
who,  on  the  23d  of  June,  1836,  authorized  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  receive  payment  '*in  such  instal- 
ments, and  payable  at  such  times,  and  with  such  rates  of 
interest,  as  he  shall  see  fit  to  agree  to."  To  estimate  the 
value  of  the  stock  was,  therefore;  the  first  step  towards 
the  aetiltment.  Accordingly,  soon  after  the  Secretary 
received  his  authority  from  Congress,  a  report  was  made 
by  a  joint  committee  of  three  members  of  the  late  bank, 
three  of  the  new,  and  three  impartial  umpires,  connect- 
ed with  neither,  slating  the  value  of  the  stock.  This 
valuation  on  the  part  of  the  bank  was  transmitted  tot  be 
Secretary,  with  an  offer  "that  all  the  materials  upon 
which  it  is  founded  will,  of  course,  be  submitted  to  any 
examination  which  you  may  desire  to  make;*'  and*  that 
the  bank  ■*  would  be  equally  ready  to  adopt  any  mode 
which  mav  be  deemed  expedient  for  making  such  a 
division  of  the  assets  of  the  bank  as  may  assure  to  the 
Government  its  just  and  ample  proportion."  To  this 
communication  the  Secretary  answered  on  the  19th  and 
20th  September,  as  follows:  « I  have  cheerfully  accept- 
ed your  offer  lo  permit  an  examination  to  be  made  of 
the  materials  upon  which  that  report  is  founded;*'  and 
will  appoint  three  gentlemen  *'  to  investigate  those  ma- 
terials, and  report  tu  me  their  views  upon  them,  and  also 
the  proper  basis  of  a  settlement."  These  commission- 
era  accordmgly  visited  the  bank,  and,  after  nearly  four 


months,  reported,  ft  was  naturally  pr? somed  (hst, 
when  they  made  their  report,  the  Secretary  would  in- 
form the  board  of  directors  whether  their  vsluation  sc- 
corded  with  that  of  the  bank,  or  in  what  respect  it  dif- 
fered, so  as  to  enable  the  board  to  accept  the  terms  or 
to  offer  others,  or  in  some  mode  advance  the  settlement. 
It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  such  a  course  wss  not 
pursued.  But,  since  the  month  of  September,  when 
the  Secretary  apprized  the  board  of  the  coming  of  the 
commissioners,  who  were  to  report  their  estimste'to 
him,  no  communication  of  any  kind  whatsoe?er  wsi 
made  to  them  by  the  Secretary;  but  while  they  were 
waiting  to  know  whether  their  valuation  was  sccepUble 
to  him,  or  in  what  it  was  deemed  deficient,  they  were 
surprised  by  a  communication,  not  to  them,  but  lo  Con> 
gress,  stating  the  failure  of  his  negotiation.  They  re- 
gret this,  becauae,  if  the  board  had  been  made  acquaint- 
ed with  the  wishes  of  the  Government,  as  explsined  in 
the  report  now  made  to  Congreas,  they  would  have  in- 
stantly and  cheerfully  acceded  to  them.  That  regret  ii 
deepened  by  another  measure  of  the  Secretary,  which 
seems  alike  unauthorised  and  unfortunate. 

The  act  of  Congreas  of  the  23d  June,  1836,  directeil 
the  Secretary  to  '*  receive  the  capital  stock  belonging 
to  the  United  States  in  the  late  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  in  such  instalments,  and  payable  at  such  limes, 
and  with  such  rates  of  interest,  as  he  shall  see  fit  to 
agree  to,  and  also  to  settle  and  adjust  the  claim  for  aor- 
plus  profits  accruing  on  aald  capital  stock,  on  soch 
terms  as  he  may  think  proper."  - 

When  this  act  passed  it  was  perfectly  well  known  lo 
every  member  of  Congress  that,  for  nearly  four  yean 
preceding,  there  had  been  a  diaputed  question  of  Uw 
between  the  Government  and  the  bank,  in  regard  to 
damages  on  a  bill  of  exchange,  wliich  the  bank  bad  in 
vain  urged  the  Executive  to  piif  sue  before  the  judicial 
tribunala.  The  subject  had  been  often  before  Con- 
gress—before the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in 
1833,  who  proposed  no  measure  in  regard  to  it—before 
the  Committee  on  Finance  of  the  Senate,  who,  in  their 
report  of  the  18th  of  December,  1834,  declared  (hat 
the  right  of  the  bank  was  *'  founded  in  strict  Isw;*'  ihst 
*'  the  retainer  was  avowedly  mside  to  procure  a  submis* 
aion  to  the  courts  and  juries  of  the  country;"  and  that, 
•«if  the  Government  thinks  itself  wronged  by  such  pro- 
ceedings, the  law  prescribes  the  manner  in  which  it 
shall  aeek  redress."  With  the  full  knowledge  of  tbeie 
facta,  when  Congress  authorized  the  Secretary^to  aettie 
with  the  bank  for  the  capital  stock  and  the  sorplns 
profits,  they  certainly  could  not  have  intended  to  refase 
the  receipt  of  this  capital  stock  and  aurplas  profita.  an- 
less  the  bsnk  should  surrender,  uneonditionaHyt  >|^ 
right  to  a  judicial  trial  of  the  question  which  one  of  their 
own  standing  committees  had  decided  in  favor  ofthe 
bank.  Yet,  without  any  the  slightest  authority  from 
Congress,  the  Secretary,  as  appears  by  the  public  doc- 
uments, has  determined  that  he  will  never  settle  wiin 
the  btnk  without  a  previous  surrender  of  its  rights—de- 
claring that,  *«  preliminary  to  a  final  adjustment  of  this 
interest,  the  Treasury  Department  would  require  th»t 
the  bank  should  pay  that  portion  of  the  dividend  on  ibe 
atock  of  the  United  Statea  which  had  been  withheld  for 
damages  on  the  draft  upon  the  French  Government. 
Now,  it  ia  manifest  that  this  is  a  proceeding  which  Con- 
gress did  not  authorise,  and  can  scarcely  sanction.  » 
cannot  be  that  the  Congress  of  the  United  Slates,  sftcf 
passing  a  law  declaring  the  mode  in  which  question!  be«  i 
tween  the  Government  and  the  citiacns  are  to  be  adjudi- 
cated, and  after  seeing  the  bank  pursue  exactly  (hat 
mode,  will  now  endeavor  to  force  the  institution  out  oi 
the  path  of  law,  by  refusing  to  adjust  other  interest!, 
which  have  no  connexion  whatever  with  tbsi  coniro* 
versy. 
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The  orii^iitl  cIaiid  of  damages  was  a  Mceiaary  act  of 
duty  by  i&  bank,  in  favor  of  the  Government,  who,  if 
(here  wu  any  right  to  draw  the  bill,  had  an  equal  right 
(0  the  dtmagefl.  The  pecuniary  interest  involved  was 
ud  ii  a  nutter  of  indifTerence.  It  was  only  the  tone  as- 
Muned  in  regard  to  it,  and  the  evident  design  of  forcing 
(be  bink  to  abandon  its  rights,  which  gave  importance 
to  the  claim,  and  forbade  the  surrender  of  it.  The 
botrd  of  directors  would  deem  themselves  faithless,  not 
merely  to  (be  institution,  but  to  the  cause  of  constitution- 
al freedom,  if  they  could  be  thus  driven  from  the  courts 
of  juitice  by  any  menace  from  an  executive  officer.  They 
have  accordingly  decided  the  question  deliberately  and 
irrevKably.  If  the  proffer  of  a  judicial  decisiotf  is  ao- 
cepted  by  the  Government,  the  hank  will  cheerfully 
abide  tbe  result.  But  until  then  there  should  not  be, 
and  tbqre  cannot  be,  any  surrender,  or  concession,  or 
compromise. 

Tbe  board  of  directors  will  now  make  one-final  off*er 
to  Mtile,  and  they  make  it  directly  to  your  honorable 
bodies,  to  u  to  aveK  the  haiard  of  any  further  media** 
tion.  They  learn,  from  tbe  printed  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary, that  the  commissioners  would  have  recommended 
tbe  folbving  terms  of  settlement; 

To  valae  each  ahare  of  the  stock  at  |115  58,  and  re- 
ceire  payment  for  it  by  equal  instalments^  payable  in 
September,  t837»  1838,  1839,  and  1840,  with  six  per 
ceot.  interest  until  paid, 

Tbe  bosrd  of  directors  agree  at  once  to  those  terms, 
and  are  ready  to  carry  them  into  execution. 

Tbey  do  not  stop  to  inquire  whether  this  be  not  too 
nucb.  Tbey  prefer  that  it  should  be  too  much.  They 
vili  never  differ  with  Congress  about  mere  puma  of 
iDooey,  and  are  specially  anxioua  to  terminate  their  con- 
DCiioo  with  tbe  Government  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to 
>ll  parties. 

By  order  of  the  board: 

N.  BIDDLE,  Pruident. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  then  proceeded  to  state  that  the 
BeoMrial  went  tbe  whole  length  of  adopting  the  terms 
ol  aettlement  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  wu 
voderatsod  to  desire.  The  stock  held  by  the  Govem- 
■B<Rt  bss  been  valued  by  the  commissioners  appointed  by 
the  Department  at  9115  58|  and  they  propose  that  pay- 
iBcnt  fthall  be  made,  by  equal  inaulments,  in  September, 
1837, 1838^  18S9,  and  1840,  with  six  per  cent,  interest 
tiU  paid.  To  this  the  bank  distinctly  accedes.  What 
"tore  can  be  desired?  He  therefore  moved  that  the 
*"^Qnil  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Keaoi,  and  that  it  be  printed  i  which  waa  agreed  to. 

Oo  motion  of  Mr*  C AMBRELBNG,  the  House  then 
P'^'ceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

ARMY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Tbe  Houie  then  took  up  the  amendments  of  the  Sen- 
Ue  to  the  **  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
^  urmv  and  navy  for  the  year  1837,"  which  had  been 
farted  to  the  House  from  the  Conunittee  of  the  Whole, 
*>tb  aimdry  amendmenta  made  thereto. 

^  first  amendment  of  the  committee  to  the  Senate's 
*^ndnent,  making  an  appropriation  for  equipping  the 
militia,  wu  concurred  in. 

Mr.  TOUCEY  then  renewed  the  amendment  made 
^y  oim  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  as  follows: 

''Appropriating  $100,000  fi>r  the  payment  of  the 
^oecticut  militia  called  into  the  service  during  the 
^  var,  in  the  followin^f  cases:  First,  those  called  out 
^0  repel  actual  invasion.  Secondly,  those  called  out 
Qnder  State  authority,  and  afterwards  received  into  the 
''fVKe  of  the  United  States.  And  thirdly,  where  they 
nM^  ^^  out  under  the  r«quiaitton  of  the  President 
01  ttie  United  SUUs,  or  any  other  officer  of  the  United 


Mr.  TOUCEY  explained  that  |his  amendment  was  in 

conformity  with  the  law  paying  the  Massachusetts  militia 
in  like  cases.  The  principle  was  well  established,  and 
he  could  not  see  on  what  grounds  gentlemen  could  ob« 
ject  to  this  amendment.  The  Government  had  admit- 
ted this  principle  in  the  case  of  tbe  Massachusetts  militia 
as  much  as  seven  years  ago,  and  he  appealed  to  gen« 
tiemen  to  grant  the  same  justice  to  the  militia  of  Con- 
necticut. 

Btr.  LINCOLN  said,  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  a 
committee  of  the  House  had  reported  in  favor  of  this 
cbiim,  and  hoped  it  might  be  adopted.  He  then  intt* 
mated  an  intention  of  moving  an  amendment  to  this 
amendment  when  it  should  be  m  order  to  do  so. 

Mr.  HARDIN  opposed  this  claim,  on  the  ground  that 
Connecticut  had  received  larger  amounts  of  the  money 
of  the  Government  for  fortifications  and  internal  im- 
provements, in  proportion  to  her  population,  than  per- 
haps any  other  State  in  the  Union. 

Mr.  INGHAM  said  that,  although  that  was  a  question 
of  more  than  ordinary  interest  to  the  people  of 
Connecticut,  as  involving  a  claim  of  that  State  upon  the 
General  Government  of  nearly  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  it  was,  in  his  judgment,  quite  as  important  to 
know  whether  Congress  would  constantly  refuse  to  pay 
a  demand  against  which  no  serious  objection  could  be 
raised.  The  claims  of  Massacbusettt,  resting  on  precisely 
analogous  grounds,  had  been  recognised  and  paid,  but  no 
disposition  had  been  shown  to  meet  those  of  Connecticut; 
and  he  was  desirous  of  having  the  question  settled,  whether 
Connecticut  was  entitled  to  the  same  justice  which  had 
been  dispensed  to  Msasachusetts  and  other  Statea.  The 
claim  was  for  services  rendered  by  the  militis,  and  dis- 
bursements made,  during  the  late  war  with .  Great 
Britain.  By.  a  resolution  of  the  last  session  it  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  which  reported 
a  bill  for  its  liquidation  and  payment;  and  the  amend- 
ment, which  was  proposed  and  lost  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  which  was  then 
under  consideration,  was  a  literal  transcript  of  the  sub- 
stantial parts  of  that  bill. 

But,  said  Mr.  I.,  it  was  asserted  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tlenuin  from  Tennessee  that  this  amendment  could  not 
be  incorporated  into  this  bill.  That,  indeed,  was  a  new 
discovery;  for  there  was  no  rule  of  the  House  opposed 
to  it;  and,  in  point  of  fact,  that  very  bill  had  been  so 
amended,  both  iq  the  Senate  and  in  the  House,  as  to 
make  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  Tennessee  volun- 
teers in  1836,  or,  in  other  words,  to  pay  the  militia  of 
Tennessee.  The  two  cases  were,  in  principle,  perfectly 
analogous;  and  the  only  tangible  difference  between 
them  was,  that  the  demand  of  Tennessee  originated 
within  the  last  twelve  months,  while  that  of  CunneetU 
cut  had  been  of  twenty-two  years'  standing.  The  bill 
appeared  to  be  competent  for  meeting  the  claims  of  the 
Tennessee  volunteers;  and,  when  the  amendment  for  that 
•urpose  was  offered,  no  such  objections  were  heard 
from  the  gentleman;  but,  when  it  was  proposed  to  satisfy 
other  claims  by  a  similar  amendment,  the  gentleman  im. 
mediately  discovered  that  such  a  proceeding  was  not 
in  order.  They  bad  been  told  that  it  was  proper  to  pro- 
vide in  that  bill  for  the  claim  of  Tennessee,  because  it 
bad  been  lubjected  to  the  examination  of  the  Committee 
of  Claims.  True,  and  the  claim  of  Connecticut  had  been 
subjected  to  the  examination  of  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs.  They  were  both  stsnding  committees  of 
that  House,  and  equally  entitled  to  its  confidence  and 
respect.  I'he  objection,  at  best,  was  a  mere  matter  of 
form;  and,  if  it  was  intended  to  act  upon  the  subject  at 
all,  a  more  suitable  opportunity  could  not  be  presented. 

Gentlemen  have  said  that  they  were  ready  to  meet 
this  claim  whenever  the  bill  reported  by  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affaire  should  come  up  in  its  order.    But 
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wherefore  not  meet  it  at  once?  The  claims  of  other 
States  bad  been  transferred  to,  and  incorporated  in,  the 
bill  under  consideration,  instead  of  being  suffered  to  re- 
main on  the  calendar,  and  come  up  in  their  orders  and 
where  could  exist  the  ▼alidity  of  the  objection  against 
the  claim  of  Connecticut  taking  the  same  course?  It 
waa  well  understood  by  every  member  there,  that  un- 
less the  amendment  should  be  incorporated  into  the  bill, 
the  subject  could  not  possibly  receive  the  action  of  that 
Congress.  Mr.  I.  hoped,  therefore,  that  he  should  hear 
no  more  said  about  taking  up  this  claim  in  its  order,  and 
especially  by  gentlemen  who  proposed  to  be  friendly 
to  it. 

It  was  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
Haadiv,]  that  about  $200,000  were  appropriated  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress  to  improve  the  bsrbors  within 
the  State  of  Connecticut,  and  that  she  was  **  a  favored 
State."  It  would  be  difficult  to  see  the  precise  bearing  , 
of  this  fac^,  even  if  it  were  correctly  stated,  upon  the 

Question  before  the  House.  It  was  true  that  Congress 
id,  at  the  last  session,  so  far  open  its  eyes  to  the  neg- 
lected condition  and  just  claims  of  Connecticut  as  to 
appropriate  about  $55,000,  not  $200,000,  as  stated  by 
the  gentleman,  to  advance  the  interests  of  commerce  in 
that  State.  What  was  meant  by  the  declaration  that  she 
was  "  a  favored  State,"  Mr.  I.  knew  not,  unless  it  was 
an  act  of  favor  to  refuse  payment  of  her  honest  claims 
upon  the  General  Government,  which  had  been  due 
more  than  twenty  years. 

But  the  gentleman  did  not  stop  there.  He  had  assert- 
ed that  the  Executives  of  some  of  the  New  England 
States,  during  the  late  war,  withheld  the  command  of 
their  militia,  when  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
from  the  officers  of  the  United  States;  and  that  he  would 
never  consent  to  pay  for  the  services  of  militia  under 
such  cirdumstancesf  and  the  gentleman  said  he  wished  to 
know  if  this  claim  wss  not  obnoxious  to  that  objection. 
Sir,  (said  Mr.  I.,)  I  will  advert  to  the  history  of  that 
claim «  and,  when  I  shall  have  done  so,  I  greatly  mistake 
the  charac'er  of  the  honorable  gentleman  if  he  himself 
would  not  be  willing  to  vote  for  its  payment. 

During  the  first  year  of  the  war,  but  little  expense 
had  been  incurred  for  the  defence  of  that  State;  but,  in 
June,  1813,  the  frigate  <'  United  States,"  and  her  prize, 
'*  the  Macedonian,"  were  driven  into  her  waters  for  pro- 
tection, by  a  superior  naval  force  of  the  enemy.  They 
were  removed  a  short  distance  from  the  Sound  to  a  place 
of  greater  security,  where  they  remained  uutil  th^  close 
of  the  war.  The  coast,  throughout  its  whole  extent, 
was  immediately  laid  under  a  strict  blockade,  which  was 
rigidly  enforced  until  the  peace  of  1815.  There  was 
imminent  danger  that  the  enemy  would  debark  in  the 
vicinity  of  New  London,  pas%  over  land  to  the  ships  in 
the  river,  and  destroy  them.  To  prevent  such  an  oc- 
currence, the  militia  were  immediately  called  out  in  suf- 
ficient force,  placed  under  the  command  of  a  brigadier 
general  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  posted 
on  both  sides  of  the  river,  between  the  British  squadron 
and  the  ships.  In  consequence  of  this  movement,  these 
vessels  were  preserved;  but  the  enemy  soon  commenced 
the  pillage  and  destruction  of  private  property.  Numer- 
ous vessels  were  taken  in  Long  Island  Sound;  and  in 
April,  1814,  a  great  amount  of  shipping  was  destroyed 
in  Connecticut  river.  In  August,  of  the  same  year,  an 
attack  was  made  upon  the  village  of  Stonington.  I'he 
skill  and  gallantry  with  which  the  place  was  defended 
were  matters  yf  history,  and  required  no  commendation. 
The  commerce  of  the  State  was  suspended,  and  almost 
entirely  prostrated,  from  June,  1813,  to  the  close  of  the 
war.  li  wss  one  of  the  most  gloomy  periods  of  their  po* 
litical  history.  Differences  of  opinion  as  to  men,  and 
the  course  ot  policy  pursued  by  those  in  power,  greatly 
embarrassed  the  administration  of  the  General  Govern- 


ment. The  militia,  however,  with  the  most  patriotic 
motives,  rallied  for  the  preservation  of  the  public  prop* 
erty — the  ships  of  war.  They  did  preserve  them.  Tbe| 
were  saved  from  recapture  and  destruction  by  the  enemy 
through  their  patriotic  efforts.  They  devoted  theii 
time,  they  expended  their  money,  and  they  hazarded 
their  lives,  for  the  protection  of  the  property  and  bonoi 
of  the  nation.  The  enemy  were  compelled  to  recede, 
and  the  ships  remained  in  security  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  The  great  and  wanton  destruction  of  private  prop< 
erty,  during  that  period,  was  justly  attributable  to  tba 
fact  that  the  national  vessels  occupied  the  wateri  of 
that  State,  and  were  defended  by  her  militia;  yet  (said 
Mr.  I.)  they  asked  no  compensation  for  the  vastsroount 
of  individual  loss  and  suffering,  but  simply  remuneration 
for  services  rendered,  and  disbursements  actually  made, 
in  defending  our  ships  of  war,  when  they  were  unable 
to  defend  themselves.  A  more  meritorious  claim  could 
nor,  in  his  opinion,  be  imagined.  It  had  subsequently, 
in  1816,  been  presented  to  the  Government  for  alluw- 
ance,  with  all  the  vouchers  and  evidences  in  its  support { 
but  was  rejected,  for  the  reasons  stated  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky,  and  which  be  (Mr.  I.)  would  now 
briefly  consider. 

The  militia  in  question  had  been  called  into  service 
under  a  requisition  of  the  National  Executive,  and  coiO' 
manded  by  an  officer  of  the  National  Government,  until 
the  13th  of  September,  1814,  when  the  command  vai 
assumed  by  a  msjor  general  of  militia,  under  the  Exec- 
utive of  the  State. 

No  change,  however,  occurred  in  the  plan  of  opera- 
tions, but  the  campaign  waa  properly  and  successfully 
conducted. 

It  was  (he  said)  well  known  that  a  difference  of  opin* 
ion  existed  between  the  chief  Executive  of  the  Uoioa 
and  the  Executives  of  several  of  the  New  England  States, 
in  reference  to  the  true  construction  of  the  3d  section  of 
the  1st  article,  and  the  2d  section  of  the  2d  article,  of 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  relating  to  the 
militia  of  the  several  States  when  called  into  the  actuil 
service  of  the  United  States.     An  opinion  was  enttr 
tained,  by  many  of  the  distinguished  jurisu  in  Nev  £ng> 
land,  that  the  militia  of  the  States,  when  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  should  continue  to  be  cooimanded 
by  their  own  officers,  and  not  by  those  of  the  General 
Government.    This  opinion  was  embraced  botb  by  the 
Executive  of  Massachusetts,  and  by  (he  supreme  court 
of  that  State,  to  which  the  question  hsd  been  submitted. 
Assuming  such  to  be  the  true  construction  of  the  consti- 
tution, the  Governor  of  Massachusetts  refused  to  wboiit 
the  militia  of  that  State  to  the  comnoand  of  the  officers 
of  the  General  Government.    The  Governor  of  Coiinec« 
ticut,  having  also  adopted  similar  views,  accordiDgbi  ^^ 
the  12th  of  September,  as  already  stated,  trsosicrreu 
the  command  of  the  militia  near  New  London  to  \W^ 
general  of  that  body.    The  Executive  of  the  Umtca 
States  properly  resisted  such  a  forced  construction  oi 
the  constitution,  and  refused  to  allow  any  claim  for  "w 
services  of  militia  rendered  under  circumstances  ot  i 
character.     At  a  subsequent  date,  however,  when  lo 
asperity  of  party  contests  bad,  in  some  "Bcasurc,  su    ' 
ded,  Mr.  Monroe,  at  that  time  President  of  t*>V°'  Vf 
States,  was  induced,  by  the  solicitations  of  the  State  o 
Massachusetts,  then  urging  her  claim,  to  review  t°^*"  ' 
jcct?  and  though  he  strictly  adhered  to  his  fornjef^^ 
struction  of  the  constitution,  under  which  the  c'*'?^*  . 
Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  had  been  di»"***^  ,'/«^ 
in  view  of  the  modified  tone  of  public  sentimcm, »» 
the  disclaimer  by  the  then  Executive  of  the  for^n^'/'l^ 
of  the  principle    mainUined  by  his  P^^^^9^^J^^\ 
thought  it  advisable  to  waive  the  objection.    In  *  »P  ^^ 
messsge  upon  this  subject,  communicated  to  Cong 
on  the  23d  of  February,  1824,  he  says;  ^ 
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"Ibtre  been  led  to  conctudet  on  ^reat  conttdent- 
tioo,  ibat  the  principles  of  juiticea  as  well  at  a  due  re- 
gard for  the  great  iDterests  of  our  Unioni  require  that 
ttiiiclftim,  in  the  extent  proposed,  ahould  be  acceded  to. 
Efientiil  s^vtce  was  rendered,  in  the  late  war,  by  the 
fflititia  of  Massachoaelts,  and  with  the  most  patriotic  mo- 
tires.  It  seems  just,  therefore,  that  they  should  be  com- 
pennted  for  such  service  in  like  manner  with  the  militia 
of  the  other  States.  The  constitutional  difficulty  did 
oot  originate  with  them,  and  has  now  been  removed. 
It  comports  with  our  system  to  look  to  the  service  ren- 
dered, and  to  the  Intention  with  which  it  was  rendered, 
and  to  award  the  compensation  accordingly,  especially 
IS  it  may  now  be  done  without  the  sacrifice  of  principle. 
The  motive,  in  tl^is  instance,  is  the  stronger,  because 
well  attsfied  I  am  that,  by  so  doing,  we  shall  give  the 
most  tffectaal  support  to  our  republican  institutions. 
"i^o  latent  cause  of  discontent  will  be  left  behind.  The 
greit  body  of  the  people  will  be  gratified,  and  even 
tiioM  who  now  survive,  who  were  then  in  error,  cannot 
fiiltoiee,  with  interest  and  satisfaction,  this  distressing 
occurrence  thus  happily  terminated.  I  therefore  con- 
uder  it  my  duly  to  recommend  to  Congress  to  make  pro- 
vHion  for  the  settlement  of  the  claim  of  Massachusettii, 
f^r  services  rendered  in  the  late  war  by  the  militia  of  the 
S'ate,  in  conformity  with  the  rules  which  have  govern- 
ed iQ  tbe  settlement  of  the  claims  for  aervicei  rendered 
bj  the  militia  of  tlie  other  State*." 

Upon  the  communication  of  that  message,  and  also  up- 
oa  a  memorial  frooD  Massachusetts,  Congress  proceeded 
to  tlie  consideration  of  the  subject,  and,  after  the  most 
nature  deliberation,  adopted  the  views  of  the  President, 
determined  to  allow  the  claims,  and  an  act  was  accord- 
io^iy  passed  providing  fur  their  settlement.  Under  that 
Kt  a  great  proportion  of  them  had  already  been  paid) 
tnd  it  only  remained  for  Congress,  in  the  present  in- 
itaoce,  to  follow  the  same  course  of  proceeding,  and 
^vit  no  further  aources  of  jeiilousy  or  complaint.  The 
t4^o  cases  were,  in  all  respects,  precisely  parallel,  and 
the  objections  to  them  the  same.  Massachusetts  and 
Connecticut  had  proceeded  together  in  their  difficulties 
vith  the  General  Government,  and  were,  nearly  at  the 
s^flie  time,  found  to  entertain  different  political  senti- 
o«M«.  He  was  not  (he  said)  and  never  bad  been  one 
of  those  who  approved  the  peculiar  opinions  that  had 
fiven  rise  to  thoae  difficulties,  but  be  believed  that  no 
coonderation  of  that  nature  ought  to  influence  him,  or 
iny  other  member  of  the  House,  in  determining  the 
ii>eriii  of  this  elaicn.  Adverting  once  more  to  the  char- 
acter of  the  claim,  be  would  no  longer  detain  the  House. 
^^^  Connecticut  militia  were  not  called  into  service  by 
S^'te  authority,  but  under  a  requisition  of  the  Freaident; 
i<)d  the  motive*  with  which  that  call  was  responded' to, 
^^e  nature  of  the  services  rendered,  their  importance  in 
securing  the  national  property  from  drstruction,  were 
*^i  facts  which  could  nut  fail  to  commend  their  claim  to 
||>e  most  favorable  attention  of  Congress.  It  had  never 
^*en  met  by  any  legislntive  enactment,  but  was  rejected 
Y  the  President,  rather  on  the  ground  of  expediency 
tliin  positive  law.  The  only  objection  ever  offered  to 
their  validity  had  been  waived  by  him  who  was  Princi- 
pe*'yiosi  rumen  tal  in  raising  it.  ft  had  been  abandoned 
0)  the  President,  and  the  payment  of  similar  claims  to 
'he  Slate  of  Massachusetts  had  been  directed  by  Con- 
?''**?•  After  some  further  remarks  Mr.  I.  concluded 
Jy  expressing  a  hope  that,  in  the  room  of  any  further 
^^}*)'t  tile  amendment  under  consideration  would  be 
*aopted. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  remarked  (hat  the  8tate  of 
^nneciicut  was  not  a>king  a  favor  at  the  hands  of  the 
^neral  Government,  but  a  mere  simple  act  of  justice. 
ane  was  fairly  entitled  to  ihe  claims  she  now  set  up,  and 
noilar  claims  had  been  heretofore  paid.     It  was  not 
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long  since  that  a  claim  of  the  same  general  character,  at 
least,  had  been  paid  to  the  State  of  Georgia,  due  from 
the  time  of  the  Revolution,  amounting  to  between  two 
and  three  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Massachusetts,  how- 
ever, had  been  paid  her  claims  under  preciaely  similar 
ctrcumstsnces,  and  based  on  the  identical  principles,  to 
that  of  Connecticut.  He  was  at  a  loss  to  perceive  the 
justice  of  refuainif  this  apprupriation. 

Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Connecticut,  g:ive  a  history 
of  the  claim,  and  referred  to  the  action  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  as  an  evidence  of  the  feeling  among  the 
people  on  the  subject.  He  also  insisted  that  there  waa 
no  incongruity  in  ingrafting  it  upon  the  present  bill,  for 
the  separate  bill  would  not  be  reached  this  aetsion.  It 
had  been  demonstrated  by  his  colleague  that  Connecti- 
cut had  received  a  very  small  pittance,  compared  witti 
others,  and  in  reference  to  her  geoprapbical  position  on 
tlie  seaboard,  of  the  sppropriationsof  the  General  G'>v- 
ernment}  and  all  he  would  then  add  was,  that  the  histo- 
ry of  the  country  showed  that  Connecticut  had  poured 
out  her  blood  as  freely,  during  the  hour  of  peril,  as  any 
other  State  of  the  confederacy. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  inquired  if  the  proposed  pay- 
ment  was  intended  to  include  those  who  fought  and 
those  who  refused  to  mualer  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States,  because  he  wished  a  distinction  to  be 
drawn. 

Mr.  TOUCBY  replied,  and  showed  the  precise  anal- 
ogy between  the  cases  of  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts. 

3lr.  McKAY  would  vote  for  it,  not  only  because  he 
believed  the  claim  to  be  a  well-founded  one,  and  just  in 
itself,  but  because  it  was  identical  with  the  precedent  act 
in  the  case  of  Massachusetts. 

I'he  amendment  of  Mr.  Todcit  was  then  agreed  to, 
without  a  division. 

Mr.  McKAY  then  renewed  his  amendment  to  pay  the 
claims  of  North  Carolina  for  the  services  of  her  militia 
during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  in  the  cas^s  enu- 
merated in  the  act  approved  the  3l8t  of  May,  1830,  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  authorize  (he  payment  of  the  claims  of 
the  State  of  Maasachuaetts,  for  the  services  of  her  militia 
during  the  late  war,  and  also  the  claims  of  said  State  for 
disbursements,  &c.,  on  account  of  the  war,"  the  sum  of 
$30,000. 

Mr.  McKAY  briefly  advocated  the  claim,  on  the 
ground  of  its  being  strictly  analogous  to  that  of  Massachu- 
aettt. 

Mr.  MERCER  was  not  satisfied  that  the  analogy  had 
been  clearly  made  out. 

Mr.  OWENS  inquired  if  it  had  undergone  investigation 
by  any  committee  of  the  House. 

Mr.  McKAY  replied  that  it  had  been  submitted  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims  during  the  last  session,  but  no  re- 
port had  been  made. 

Mr.  PARKER  objected  to  this  mode,  which  had  too 
much  prevailed  in  the  Senate,  of  ingrafting  amendments 
upon  bills  with  which  they  had  no  necessary  connexion. 
It  was  a  practice  he  had  always  disapproved  of,  and 
which  he  would  never  sanction. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  McKat  was  then  agreed  to: 
Yeas  86,  nays  not  counted. 

Mr.  DUNLAP  offered  the  following  amendment, 
originally  submitted  by  him  in  Committee  of  (he  Whole: 

**  And  be  it  further  enaeied.  That  the  volunteers  in 
the  State  of  Tennessee,  who  equipped  themselves,  and 
marched  to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  and  tendered  their 
services,  according  to  the  proclamation  of  the  Governor 
of  said  State,  in  the  year  1836,  and  were  not  received  in- 
to the  service  of  the  United  States,  be  paid  the  sam",  by 
the  paymaster  general,  that  is  allowed  by  this  act  to  be 
paid  to  (hose  vohinteers  who  were  received  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  and  immediately  discharged, 
on  the  commandants  of  the  companies  thus  refused  re- 
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turningr,  on  oath,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  complete  re- 
turns of  the  number  of  officeri  and  men  in  their  respect- 
ive companies,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated." 

Mr.  D.  said  if  the  members  of  the  House  would  but 
exsmine  the  claims  of  those  intended  to  be  provided  for 
by' the  amendment  he  had  just  offered,  he  bad  no  doubt 
they  would  with  equal  liberality  vote  for  his  amendment. 
The  facts  are  these.  The  Governor  uf  Tennessee  was 
cslled.  on  by  General  Gaines  and  the  Secretary  of  War, 
durinfc  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-siz,  for  vol- 
unteerF,  at  different  periods;  and  the  Goveinor  issued  a 
proclamation,  calling  on  the  citizens  of  Tennessee  to  vol- 
unteer their  services,  and  rendezvous  at  Faycttcvilk,  in 
West  Tennessee,  and  Athens,  in  East  Tenneasee,  mount- 
ed and  equipped,  to  perform  a  aiz  or  twelve  months' 
campaign.  There  rendezvoused  at  those  pIsces  of  ren- 
dezvous more  volunteers  than  were  called  for  by  the 
Secretary  of  War,  and  only  a  portion  of  them  were  re- 
ceived and  mustered  into  service;  the  remainder  of  them, 
that  had  marched  from  one  to  two  hundred  miles  at  their 
own  espensr,  who  were  at  all  the  expense  of  purchasing 
horses  and  clothing,  fur  a  campaign  of  six  and  twelve 
munthp,  had  to  return  home  at  their  own  expense,  with- 
out ever  having  received  one  cent  for  their  expenses  or 
services.  Now,  sir,  the  class  provided  for  in  the  bill 
are  those  who  marched  to  the  place  of  rendezvous  under 
the  call  of  Gt  neral  Gaines,  and  were  mustered  into  the 
servicejDf  the  United^tates,  and  immediately  discharg- 
ed. They  receive  by  this  bill  pay  for  six  months'  clo- 
thinfr,  amounting  to  about  thirty-four  dollars  each.  There 
has  not  been  the  first  voice  heard  on  this  ffoor  against 
paying  th's  last  class  of  volunteers;  and  I  would  like  any 
gentleman  to  show  why  one  of  this  class  of  Vulunteers 
should  be  paid,  and  the  others  not:  they  were  alike  mer- 
itorious and  patriotic,  and  they  were  at  the  like  expense 
of  purchasing  horses  snd  clothing.  The  expenses  of  those 
who  were  received  into  service  were  paid,  and  those 
who  were  not  received  had  to  pay  their  own  expenses. 
If  there  ever  was  a  claim  that  ought  to  be  paid,  Mr. 
Speaker,  this  is  one.  The  patriotism  of  the  citizens  of 
Tennessee  was  called  on  by  the  Executive  of  the  State, 
and  if  Congress  refuses  to  remunerate  the  patriot  citi- 
zens who  thus  marched  to  the  standard  of  their  country, 
you  ma>^  call  in  vain  for  their  services  hereafter.  They 
will  not  know  whether  they  would  be  received;  and  if 
they  should  not,  they  must  be  at  the  expense  of  equip- 
ping and  supporting  themselves,  without  the  least  pros- 
pect of  receiving  any  compensation  from  their  Gotern- 
roent  for  all  tlie  txpense  they  would  necessarily  incur. 
Sir,  if  this  Government  wishes  the  services  of  her  citi- 
zens in  time  of  war,  they  must  act  with  justness  towards 
them,  and  let  them  know  that  if  more  of  them  tender 
their  services  than  are  required,  those  who  are  not  re- 
ceived shall  be  paid  all  their  expenses. 

Mr.  HUNTSMAN  then  addressed  the  House  as  fol- 
lows:  / 

Mr.  Speaker:  I  solicit  the  attention  of  the  flouse  to 
the  amendment  proposed  by  my  collesgtre,  [Mr.  Dun- 
lap,]  which  contemplates  the  payment  of  those  Tennes- 
see volunteers  who  matched  to  the  place  of  rendezvous, 
and  were  not  received  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States.  These  troops  promptly  assembled  at  their  coun- 
try's call;  they  incurred  considerable  expense  in  procu- 
ring such  horses,  rifles,  clothing,  and  equipments  essen- 
tial for  the  Florida  campaign,  and  marchi  d,  some  of 
them,  upwards  of  two  hundred  miles  to  the  place  of  ren- 
dezvous at  Fayelteville,  in  Tennessee,  with  an  intent  to 
do  battle  against  the  enemies  of  their  cuntry.  They 
had  no  constitutional  scruples  in  regard  to  passing  bound- 
ary lines;  all  they  desired  to  know  was,  where  were  the 
enemies  of  their  countiy;  for  with  the  enemy  tl»e  buiii- 
,  neas  was  to  settle.  They  were  tome  of  the  same  men  who 


marched  to  Florida,  Pennools,  and  to  Orleans,  daring 
the  last  war.  And  as  to  those  hardy  sons  of  the  IVest, 
all  they  ever  want  to  know,  on  such  occasions,  is,  that 
the  Government  needs  their  lervices,  and,  one  thing 
more,  where  ita  enemies  are  to  be  found.  St  it  in  the 
East  or  the  West,  the  North  or  the  South,  be  it  by  land 
or  water,  they  are,  and  always  have  been,  ready  to 
march  at  a  moment's  warning  to  meet  the  enemy.  This 
is  a  spirit  of  chitalry  that  ought  to  be  encoursged  in- 
stead of  being  repressed.  What  is  the  case  before  uif 
These  troops,  with  the  most  patrioiie  motives,  repaired 
to  the  pUce  assigned;  but  some  arrived  in  the  morning, 
aome  at  mid-day,  and  aoroe  at  night. 

The  patriotism  which  burns  in  the  bosom  of  t^try 
Tennesseean  brought  more  to  the  place  of  rendezvoui 
than  the  number  required  by  the  Government;  ind 
those  who  happened  to  arrive  at  the  ground  first  in  the 
morning  were  received  into  the  service,  and  discharged; 
those  who  arrived  in  the  evening  were  not  received.  I 
will  ask  the  members  of  this  House,  and  every  mm  in 
the  United  States,  what  difi*erence  ia  there  in  the  merit 
of  these  two  classes?  They  both  volunteered  for  their 
country's  service;  they  both  incurred  considerable  ex- 
pense; left  their  homes,  their  families,  to  the  injury  of 
their  private  affairs,  with  the  tame  object;  travelled  to 
the  same  point.  One  class  was  immediately  received, 
mustered  into  service,  and  discharged,  fed  at  the  public 
expense.  The  other  class,  although  at  the  same  spot, 
fur  the  same  purpose,  and  at  the  aa^e  time,  sfter  march- 
ing upwards  of  two  hundred  miles,  are  not  only  reject- 
ed, but  disallowed  even  one  day's  provision  for  tbeoh 
selves,  or  forage  for  their  horsesi  those  who  were  receiv- 
ed and  discharged  performed  not  one  Jot  or  tittle  more 
service  than  those  who  were  rejectedf  they  deiervedw 
much  precisely  ss  they  who  were  accepted.  I  invoke 
the  justice  and  the  magnanimity  of  Congress  to  a'low  the 
second  class  the  same  compensation  you  do  the  first;  for 
their  losses  will  be  great  enough  then  in  buying  hors^^ 
qlothes,  arms,  and  equipage,  they  would  .not  have  pur- 
chased but  for  the  prospect  of  serving  their  country; 
many  of  them,  in  addition  to  this,  lost  the  busmen  or 
employment  in  which  they  were  engaged,  arid  suffered 
serious  injury  thereby.  Neither  the  justice  of  the  coun- 
try  nor  the  policy  of  the  Government  requires  at  our 
hands  that  we  should  refuse  payment  to  these  meritorious 
men. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  WHITTLESEY,  of  Ohif, 
in  opposition  to  the  amendment,  it  was  dissgreed  (o, 
without  a  division. 

Mr.  BELL  (in  the  unavoidable  absence  of  his  col- 
league, [Mr.  FzTToir,]  whose  attendance  wss  rt quired, 
by  order  of  the  House,  on  one  of  the  select  committers) 
renewed  the  amendment  o^ered  by  Mr.  Pxttok  m 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  as  follows: 

«*  For  the  pay  of  4he  Tennessee  volunteers  who  were 
called  out  and  mustered  into  the  aervice  the  lOih  of  De- 
cember, 1612,  dismissed  provisionally  in  April,  1813, 
called  again  into  the  service  in  September,  1813,  and  dis- 
charged finally  on  the  lOlh  of  December,  1813,  n*« 
months'  full  pay,  which  they  have  never  heretofore  rc^ 
ceived." 

The  arr.endment  was  disagreed  to,  without  a  division. 

Mr.  LAWLER  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
adding  an  appropriation  of  $15,000,  as  one  month's  pal 
to  the  volunteers  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  who  marcbefl 
to  the  place  f»f  rendezvous  at  Vernon,  but  who  were  noi 
mustered  into  the  service  of  the  Umied  St:»ie8,  \n  consej 
quence  of  the  neglect  of  the  officer  of  the  Governrocn 
to  whom  the  duty  had  been  assigmed. 

Mr.  DENNY  wished  to  inquire  from  the  penf  ew* 
from  Alabama  [Mr.  Lawlkb]  to  what  officer  al/usio' 
was  made  in  this  charge  of  neglect.  He  (Mr.  D)  »°Jy; 
like  to  know  whether  there  was  any  foundation  for  tw 
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ebflipe.  He  was  not  ditpoied  to  pass  censure,  eren  by 
impiication,  withoat  knowing  wby»  and  of  what  nature 
the  charge  might  be. 

Iff.  LAWLER  said  that  the  evidence  in  this  case  had 
been  referrtd  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and 
it  wts  not  in  his  power  at  this  moment  to  torn  to  It.  He 
vtmid,  bowerer,  state  the  facts  as  they  were  known  to 
niit.  He  was  not  prepared  to  give  the  name  of  the  of* 
ficer  ilivded  to.  The  troops  bad  been  called  on  to  ren- 
dezvous at  Vernon,  in  Alabama^  they  had  marched  a 
buodred  ailes  for  that  purpose,  and  the  Government  of- 
ficer fiuied  to  attend  to  muster  them.  They  remained 
Mine  d«]rt,  and  then  »*ere  compelled  to  disband. 

Mr.  DENNY  said  be  bad  no  objection  to  pay  these 
Tolofileerf,  if  they  bad  performed  any  service  which  en- 
titled (hen  to  be  paid.  Btit  he  objected  to  any  mem- 
ber'i  getting  up  tfi  bis  place  here  and  charging  an  offi- 
cer of  the  United  States  Government  with  neglect  of  his 
duty.  Tbb  was  not  doing  Justice  to  an  officer  of  the  ar- 
my; let  bim  be  arraigned  before  the  proper  tribunal. 
Toe  gentleman  from  Alabama  got  up  here,  and,  for  the 
parpcee  probably  of  making  his  claim  in  this  case  strong- 
,  er  than  it  really  was  of  itself,  made  an  indirect  charge 
iga<iutin  officer  of  the  United  States.  He  (Mr.  D.) 
:   thought  Ibis  proceeding  was  gratuitous. 

It  might  be,  as  the  gentleman  had  stated,  that  they  as- 
lembied  at  the  place  alluded  to,  and  were  not  mustered 
iotoierTice;  and,  if  so,  be  (Mr.  D.)  would  say,  let  them 
be  paid,  if  the  caae  came  within  the  provisions  adopted 
for  the  regulation  of  the  claims  of  volunteers.  But  it 
:  «it  improper  thus  indirectly  to  make  a  charge  of  neg- 
lect, when  no  evidence  of  the  kind  appeared.  There 
vere  not  facts  before  the  House  to  justify  it  in  sanotion- 
iog  locb  a  charge;  and  why  should  the  words  of  the 
imendment  l>e  at  war  with  the  facts?  If  the  gentleman 
vttin  possession  of  any  facts,  let  him  m.ike  them  known 
ifl  the  proper  place. 

Mr.  LAWLER  said  that,  in  proposing  this  amendment 
w  iti  present  shape,  he  had  no  intention  of  wounding 
tbe  sensibilities  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennaylvanis, 
[>Ir.  DsvHT,]  or  of  making  a  charge  against  the  conduct 
of  iny  officer  of  the  Government.  He  had  simply  in- 
^ed,  in  justification  of  the  rightful  claim  of  these  vol- 
unteers on  the  justice  of  Congress,  to  state  what  the  fact 
*>«,  without  any  purpose  of  arraigning  this  officer  be- 
fore the  country  ^r  the  neglect  of  his  duty. 

Bttl  if  this  was  tlie  true  and  only  objection  of  tlie  gen- 
tiereaa  to  this  amendment,  he  (Mr.  L.)  would  obviate 
*ii  ctiise  for  objection,  by  modifying  the  language  in' 
that  particular)  and  he  would  then  see  whether  any  oth- 
^ (Ejection  would  be  raised  against  one  of  the  plainest 
^^  most  just  propositions  that  had  ever  been  presented 
t*)  the  House. 

Mr.  L.  then  modified  his  amendment,  so  ss  to  leave 
Mt  the  words  **  because  of  the  neglect  of  the  United 
St&tes  officer  towbo.n  the  service  was  assigned.'' 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  MERC  BR,  CRAIG, 
UWLER,  CAMBRELENG,  MARTIN,  CHAPMAN, 
»rwl  CAVE  JOHNSON, 

.  The  question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  OWENS  renewed  his  motion,  made  in  Committee 
oHhe  Whole,  to  amend  the  amendment  by  adding  the 

'O'lowing; 

"That  the  sum  of  twenty  thoussnd  dollars  be  appropri- 
*>ted  to  reimburse  the  State  of  Georgia  for  money  ex- 
P^ed,  or  to  be  expended,  by  said  State,  in  payment  for 
*he  lerfices  of  volunteers  in  the  Creek  and  Seminole 
**rs,  for  losses  sustained  by  them,  and  medical  attend- 
ance furnished  them,  during  said  service,  or  in  going  to 
^  returning  from  the  place  of  rendezvous;  the  said  vol- 
"^n'eeri  not  having  been  regularly  mustered  into  the  ar- 
")  of  the  United  States,  and,  under  the  existing  laws, 


not  entitled  to  pay,  but  authorized  to  be  paid  by  an  act 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  passed  26th 
December,  1836,  provided  that  good  and  sufficient  evi- 
dence be  furnished  the  War  Department  that  the  said 
volunteers,  in  siid  act  designated,  have  been  paid  by 
said  State,  in  conformity  with  its  provisions.^' 

And,  without  debate,  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  FORESTER  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
inserting  after  the  words  which  relate  to  the  payment 
of  the  volunteers  «  of  Kentucky,  Tennessee,"  8tc.,  the 
words  **  including  the  companies  in  the  State  of  Missis* 
sippi  mustered  into  the  service."    Agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  concurring  with  the 
Senate  in  its  amendment,  as  amended  by  the  House, 

Mr.  HARDIN  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  . 
ordered. 

And,  after  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  MASON  of 
Ohio,  LINCOLN.  CRAIG,  TOUCEY,  and  GRAVES, 

The  question  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive: Yeas  133,  nays  56. 

So  the  amendment,  as  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

And  the  queation  recurring  on  concurring  with  the 
Senate  in  their  several  amendments,  as  amended  by  the 
House,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  several  amendmenta,  as  amended,  were  agreed 
to. 

FORTIFICATION  BILL. 

The  House  took  up  the  "  bill  making  appropriations 
for  certain  fortifications  of  the  United  States  for  the  year 
1837,"  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  with 
amendments. 

The  amendments  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
having  been  concurred  in, 

Mr.  BUNCH  then  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
Senate's  amendment,  to  insert  after  the  word  **  Missis- 
sippi," the  words  *' including  the  companies  in  Mis- 
sissippi mustered  into  the  service;"  which  was  sgreed  to« 

Mr.  CLAIBORNE,  of  Mississippi,  said  that  on  two 
previous  occasiona  he  had  expressed  his  views  at  length 
upon  the  proposition  under  consideration.^  He  now 
merely  rose  to  state  that  he  could  not  be  induced  to 
acquiesce  in  the  amendment,  but  for  the  fact  that  no  re- 
turns or  muster  rolls  had  been  sent  on  from  Mississippi, 
except  for  two  companies.  He  made  this  statement  for 
himself  and  colleague.  If  the  muster  rolls  could  be 
found  at  the  War  Office,  he  would  insist,  and  he  knew 
this  House  would  allow,  a  full  and  fair  compensation  to 
every  Mississippi  volunteer.  Under  present  circum- 
stances, (there  being  no  muster  rolls,  no  papers  upon 
which  the  Committee  of  Claims  could  make  an  estimate 
or  report,)  he  could  only  regret  that  those  who  had 
sacrificed  so  much  to  obey  the  summons  of  their  country 
must  remain  unpaid  until  the  next  session. 

The  amendment  making  an  appropriation  of  $50,000 
for  fortifications  at  New  London  having  been  read, 

Mr.  McKAY*  moved  a  proviso,  that  this  sum  should  be 
Expended  on  Fort  Griswold,  or  a  new  fortification  to 
take  its  place;  which  was  agreed  to> 

Mr.  PARKS  then  renewed  his  amendment  appropri- 
ating 980,000  for  fortifications  at  the  hiouth  of  Penobscot 
river;  which  was  agreed  to. 

DISTRIBUTION  QUESTION. 

Mr:  BELL  then  renewed  his  amendment,  offered 
last  evening  to  the  bill,  as  follows:  That  the  money 
which  should  be  in  Ihe  Treasury  of  the  United  States 
on  the  Ist  of  January,  1838,  reserving  the  sum  of  five 
millions  of  dollars,  should  he  deposited  with  the  several 
Stales,  according  to  the  13lh,  14lh,  and  15th  sections  of 
the  •*  act  to  regulate  thedeposite  of  the  public  moneys," 
approved  2Sd  of  June,  1836. 

Mr.  GRAVES  addressed  the  House  in  favor  of  the 
amendment. 
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Mr.  REYNOLDS,  of  Illinoii,  nid  he  was  uderiy  19- 
tonUbed  that  a  subject  so  palpably  plain  and  easy  to 
comprehend,  and  so  manifestly  just  and  right  within 
itself,  should  meet  with  such  opposition  as  it  did  in  this 
House. 

If  I  were  turned  out  into  the  wide  world  in  search  of 
plain  andaimple  propositions,  (^aid  Mr.  R.,)  I  would  at 
once  settle  down  on  the  one  before  the  House.  Hs  lati- 
tude and  lopgilude*  and  all  its  various  bearings,  can  be 
marked  with  mathematical  precision.  No  one  can  mis- 
understand it,  **  if  he  has  an  eye  to  see  or  an  ear  to 
hear."  To  g^ve  back  to  the  people  their  own  money, 
which  is  not  wanted  for  the  expenses  of  Government, 
aeems  to  me  to  require  no  argument  to  support  it. 

This  is  the  proposition  now  before  the  House.  Any 
argument  to  sustain  such  a  self-evident  truth  will  ob- 
scure it,  and  add  nothing  to  its  standing  in  the  mind  of 
any  iadividual. 

My  astonishment  is  greatly  increased  to  see  my  per- 
sonal and  political  friends  oppose  the  measure.  For 
the  good  sense  and  honetty  of  those  friends  I  have  the 
most  profound  respect  and  veneration.  I  am  proud 
that  I  am  honored  with  their  confidence.  This  friend- 
ship has  made  a  lasting  impression  on  my  heart,  so  that  I 
am  the  ^more  aggrieved  to  know  that  we  may  separate  on 
thia  subject.  I  hope  we  will  not  disagree  on  such  a 
proposition,  which  is  so  conducive,  in  my  opinion,  to 
the  best  interests  of  our  country. 

I  cannot  see  any  necessity  for  a  party  action  on  this 
subject.  My  political  friends,  with  whom  I  have  had 
the  honor  to  act,  cannot  discover  any  grounds  on  which 
to  aeparate.  I  have  been  found  *<  working  in  the  har- 
ness" with  them  on  all  occasions,  and  will  contihue  to 
obaerve  the  same  course,  let  the  fate  of  this  proposition 
be  decided  one  way  or  the  other.  I  am  not  one  of  those 
individuals  to  condemn  my  political  friends  if  they  do  not 
act  in  every  particular  as  I  do.  On  this  occasion,  they 
may  possess  some  powerful  reason  of  which  I  sm  ig;no- 
rant.  I  am  one  of  the  militia  in  our  household.  1  do  not 
aspire  to  be  a  violent  partisan,  so  as  to  follow  party,  with 
my  eyes  shut,  sgainst  common  sense  and  the  good  of  my 
country. 

This  being  my  situation,  it  may  be  the  cause  I  cannot 
see  the  reasons  by  which  aome  of  my  political  friends 
are  influenced  on  this  subject.  It  is  not  unreasonable  to 
aee  partiea  organized  in  every  country.  They  are  in 
this  republic,  and  it  would  not  require  the  talents  of  a 
philoaopher  to  see  that  they  exist  in  this  House.  In 
order  to  advance  the  best  interests  of  the  country, 
certain  measures  must  be  pursued.  These  measures 
ought  to  be  founded  on  principle,  to  advance  the  com- 
mon welfare  of  the  country.  To  prosecute  these  mess- 
ures  parties  must  be  formed  and  organized.  I  have  al- 
ways understood  that  this  waa  the  object  of  the  great 
democratic  party  in  the  United  States.  To  advance 
the  best  interests  of  my  country  was,  and  is  still,  my  ob- 
ject in  acting  with  this  party.  I  have  been  with  it 
•«  tnne  immemorial."  *«  The  memory  of  man  runneth 
not  to  the  contrary."  Being  in  thia  situation  of  mind 
and  body,  I  appeal  to  my  compeers,  my  political  friends, 
to  unite  and  act  together  on  this  aubject,  which  to  my 
mind  is  so  eminently  calculnted  to  advance  the  welfare 
of  the  country.  The  militia  of  our  party  at  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress  achieved  a  victory  on  this  self-same 
subject^  and  thereby  restored  to  the  people  their  own 
money,  after  deducting  from  it  all  the  appropriationa 
which  the  public  good  required.  These  troops,  without 
their  file  leaders,  captains,  or  sergeants,  associated  to- 
gether, and,  with  the  good  of  their  country  stronger 
impressed  on  their  hearts  than  any  party  discipline, 
achieved  the  victory  above  alluded  to.  I  hope  I  will 
have  the  pleaaure  to  see  the  same  men  act  in  the  same 
manner  on  the  same  lubjecf,  this  year,  aa  they  did  the 


last.  There  ia  nothing  in  the,  nature  of  the  subject  to 
change  the  principle  on  which  we  acted  at  the  last  ses' 
sion  of  Congress.  The  people,  to  my  knowledge,  have 
not  remonstrated  against  the  act  of  the  last  session  on 
this  subject.  In  the  name  of  God,  can  we  expect  that  the 
peopIV  will  be  displeased  to  have  returned  to  themielvra 
their  own  money,  which  the  public  expenditures  do  not 
need  f  The  militia,  I  may  term  them  the  national  guard, 
will  again  assemble  around  the  national  atandard,  and, 
without  the  interference  of  their  drilted  and  drilling 
officers,  austain  this  proposition,  which  will,  in  my  opin- 
ion, be  hailed  by  our  countrymen  as  one  of  the  best  acta 
of  this  or  any  other  aession  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  proposition  standing  pre-emineotfy 
above  the  necessity  of  argument  to  sustain  it,  I  «ill  con. 
aider  some  of  the  objections  which  are  urged  against  it. 
It  is  contrary  to  the  rules  of  this  House  to  consider  srfni- 
ments  which  have  been  made  in  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  Although  these  argumenta  were  used  with  no 
doubt  powerful  effect  in  the  committee  last  nigbt,  yet 
we  are  not  at  liberty  to  speak  of  them  in  this  Uouie. 
This  is,  in  my  opinion,  like  many  other  rules,  poiitiveljr 
sgainst  common  sense,  and  againat  the  advancement  of 
the  public  business.  The  memberacomposing  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  are  theBame«who  constitute  tha 
House,  have  the  same  facultiea'  and  reasoning  powers  in 
one  case  as  in  the  other,  and,  1  presume,  have  the  same 
sentiments  concerning  this  proposition  In  thisHouMSt 
this  time  as  they  expressed  last  nigbt  in  the  Gommittee 
of  the  Wholet  yet  we  Citnnot  combat  the^e  arguments 
here,  and  ahow  their  fallacy.  The  general  and  com- 
mon-place objection  is,  that  there  will  be  no  aorplus 
revenue  in  the  Treasury  to  distribute.  This  srgutrent 
was  suggested  to  roe  by  my  friends  who  fiit  near  me  be* 
fore  1  had  the  honor  to  address  the  Chsir.  It  is  to  my 
mind  an  objection  that  ia  not  even  bleased  with  a  rela- 
tionship to  good  sense.  It  is  an  orphan  in  the  world, 
without  a  godfather.  Most  objections,  even  if  tbey  are 
without  foundation,  can  employ  aome  aort  of  argumenta 
to  sustain-lhem;  but  it  is  not  the  case  with  the  one  be- 
fore us.  Even  the  simplest  statement  of  the  case  ought 
to  put  it  to  reat  foreveri  that,  if  no  surplus,  no  diatrtbu- 
tion.  If  there  is  no  surplus  revenue,  the  act  of  Con* 
greas  will  remain  a  dead  letter  in  our  statute  booka,  and 
will  be,  in  that  respect,  simiUr  to  a  thousand  other  in- 
operative paragraphs  in  these  books.  I  cannot  see  why 
a  proviaion  cannot  be  enacted^  to  be  perpetual,  snd 
lasting  forever,  in  relation  to  this  policy.  If  it  ^^ 
right  in  one  year,  it  will  be  proper  and  right  at  any 
other  and  at  all  other  times.  It  wouM  be  a  singular 
provision  for  a  miller  to  have  a  wastegate  to  let  the  wr- 
plus  water  off  hia  mill-dam  for  one  year  alone,  and  let 
the  accumulation  of  water  at  other  times  break  bis  dam. 
This  may  be  considered  a  very  humble  compsriaon?  but 
it  is  one  known  to  every  body,  and  is,  in  my  opinion, 
applicable  to  the  case  before  the  House.  . 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  can  compare  our  aituation  to  that  ol 
people  in  a  steamboat,  in  danger  of  exploding  from  an 
excess  of  steam.  What  ia  to  be  done  in  luch  a  case. 
Do  you  think,  sir,  that  any  man  of  common  sense  on 
board  the  boat  would  deliberately  keep  up  the  stcafr, 
and  endanger  the  vessel  and  all  on  board,  by  incviUblc 
explosion?  The  prompt  remedy  would  be  to  let  off  the 
steam.  So  with  the  surplus.  Let  it  off.  Vet  I  have 
no  fears  of  the  United  States  exploding  if  the  surplui 
revenue  remain  in  the  banks,  or  in  the  pockets  ot  tue 
people. 

The  conspicuous  figure  an  honorable  gentleman  re- 
cently exhibited  on   this    occasiosi  has  made  a  U»^»**| 
impression  on  my  mind,  and  such  as  I  hope  the  Hobs 
will  indulge  me  in  noticing.     The  gentleman,  wtih  aJi 
that  sage  solemnity  with  which  he  is  soefflineotiygin^^' 
attempted  to  raise  the  curtain  of  futurity,  and  per""* 


1961 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS, 


1962 


Fir  25.  lasr.] 


DUtributi/m  Queatitm, 


[H.  OF  R. 


u<,  ihe  oniniliated,  to  take  •  n^limpie  «t  the  awful  thing^s 
which  woald  take  place»  if  the  proposition  to  distribute 
fuoceeded.  The  dissolution  of  the  Government  wss 
approsching  lo  probability,  and  he  himself  was  la* 
borini^  under  the  awful  responsibility  of  wkrning  the 
world  "to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come."  Moreover, 
in  recollect  correctly,  he  advanced  an  idea*  that  he  then 
considered  the  Government  of  the  United  States  as  rest- 
ing on  l)is  back.  This  speech  brought  forcibly  to  my 
nindtbefsble  of  Colonel  Atlas,  of  ancient  times,  **  bus- 
uinin|;tlie  beawcnt  on  hi^  shoulders."  One  story  had 
in  it  ftboat  ai  much  truth  as  the  other.  The  loeua  in  quo 
of  these  Government  dissolutions  has  been  changed 
fro-n  ttte  South  to  the  North. 

Mr.  Speaker,  another  objection  urged  against  this 
measare  ii,  tliat  the  proposition  is  not  attached  to  its 
"jrokcfellow)"  the  amendment  is  not  made  to  a  proper 
and  appropriate  bill .  I  would  appeal  to  the  good  sense 
of  the  members,  who  are  now  honoring  me  so  much 
with  their  attention  on  this  occasion,  if  it  be  not  a  singu- 
hrtime  now,  at  the  close  of  a  short  session,  to  make 
this  objection.  If  we  had  time  to  devote  to  etiquette, 
tod  nice  and  strict  ceremony,  then  the  argument  might 
be  considered.  These  Beeundem  ariem  gentlemen  must 
hire  more  time  than  we  now  have,  to  urge  these  ob- 
ject oni  with  any  hopes  of  success.  I  am  not  at  all  ac- 
qoainted  with  nice  dandyism ( but  f  am  told,  by  their 
rales  and  regulations,  a  person  is  the  most  genteel  to 
•ear  a  auit  of  clothes  all  of  the  rame  color;  yet  I  see 
tfouod  me  gentlemen  clad  in  different  colurs,  and  still 
ippeartoa  great  advantage.  So  it  will  be  with  the 
imendment  to  the  bill  before  the  House.  The  proper 
officers  of  the  Government  will  both  find  it  and  execute 
i'f  if  we  pais  it. 

Mr.  Speaker,  another  objection  is,  that  it  is  improper, 
uvd  even  some  tay  it  is  uneonititutional,  to  raise  a  sur- 
piu«fdnd  for  distribution.  It  would  be  extremely  un- 
viie  to  collect  money  and  distribute  it  to  the  people 
igain.  1  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  such  an  idea 
nerer  once  entered  the  heads  of  the  framers  of  the  con- 
itiiotion.  It  would  be  not  only  unwise,  but  absurd,  to 
;  Appose  the  people  would  permit  such  an  idle  ceremony 
^  V  on,  without  either  honor  or  profit  to  themselves. 
This  proposition  does  not  impose  the  necessity  on  Con« 
r<»  to  raise  a  revenue  to  distribute  it.  It  Dnty  pro- 
<^'(le9,  if  there  exist. a  surplus  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st 
I'f  January,  1838,  then,  and  in  tliat  event,  to  distribute 
It  among  the  States  in  the  proportion  mentioned  in  the 
anendmeat.  Such  surplus  existing  in  the  Tressury  is  a 
o^fununei  but  it  is  one  from  which  we  can  be  relieved 
*tth  the  greatest  ease.  In  Governments,  ss  in  other 
things,  «e  cannot  expect  perfection.  The  object  of 
Wernment,  in  thia  respect,  is  to  raise  a  revenue  pro- 
portionate to  the  wants  of  the  Government;  but  it  is  not 
:nihe  power  of  the  human  mind,  it  is  not  in  the  com- 
put  of  human  wisdom,  on  all  occasions,  to  make  the 
rerenue  correspond  with  the  expendituretf  of  the  Gov- 
^romenL  The  means  by  which  we  raise  our  revenue 
a^eauch  that  we  cannot  expect  to  make  the  one  equal 
^  the  other  on  all  occasions.  When  we  have  not  enough 
J^venue,  we  borrow  to  make  up  the  defleii.  When  we 
^▼e  too  much,  why  not  send  it  back  to  the  people  in 
tbeir  State  Legialatures^ 

I  have,  on  all  occasions,  voted  for  every  proposition 
to  reduce  the  tariff*  duties,  and  to  abridge  the  sales  of 
tbe  public  landa  in  such  manner  as  for  the  revenue  to 
°^ct  the  wants  of  the  Government.  I  think  Congress 
Ml  the  power  to  remodel  what  is  called  '*  the  compro- 
°»9e  act."  The  sales  of  the  public  lands  should  be  con- 
Dned  to  actual  acttlers,  and  that  at  reduced  prices,  for 
""da  which  have  been  in  market  for  a  number  of  years. 
Ii  this  course  had  been  pursued,  and  the  proper  reduc- 
tions made,  we  would  bare  had  no  trouble  on  the  sub- 


ject of  the  surplus  revenue.  I  make  no  charges  against 
the  chairman  of  the  committees  having  these  subjects  in 
their  charge,  of  neglecting  their  xlutiesf  but  1  do  not 
see  why  both  the  subjects  of  the  sale  of  the  public 
lands  and  the  reduction  of  the  tariff*  duties  might  not 
have  been  acted  on  at  the  present  session.  I  was  at  alt 
times  ready  to  act  on  them,  with  or  without  speeches. 

It  is  agreed  on  all  sides  that  money  is  a  dangerous 
neighbor,  and  has  a  corrupting  influence.  It  is  like 
Satan  in  the  garden  of  Eden.  Gentlemen  who  contend 
against  this  amendment  say  that  this  money  will  corrupt 
and  injure  the  people  and  their  State  Legislatures  by 
distributing  it. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  cannot  discover  the  force  of  the  ar- 
gument that  induces  them  to  arrive  at  this  conclusion. 
It  may  impose  on  the  State  Legislatures  more  business 
and  responsibilities  in  the  discharge  of  their  dutlesi  but 
it  cannot  have  a  necessary  tendency  to  corrupt  the  peo- 
ple. 

If  this  proposition  be  rejected,  and  the  money  dejiosi- 
tcd  in  the  pet  banks,  what  will  be  the  consequences? 
There  is,  to  say  the  least  or  it,  more  danger  of  corrup- 
tion in  the  latter  case  than  in  the  former.  These  banks 
are  private  corporations,  and  responsible  to  nobody, 
further  than  they  are  bound  by  dollars  and  cents.  They 
have  the  power,  and  will  act  to  the  best  advantage  to 
make  money,  and  to  retain  the  money  that  may  be  de- 
posited with  them.  They  are  sharp  and  ahaving  and 
skinning  in  their  operations,  and  will  move  in  very  acute 
angles  to  make  money. 

I  will  present  to  the  House  another  view  of  these 
banks,  as  to  their  solvency.  It  was  in  former  days  very 
fashionable  for  banks  to  break  and  become  insolvent  to 
a  vast  amount  of  money.  This  is  a  matter  of  history 
known  to  every  body,  legislative,  judicial,  or  otherwise. 
The  country  msy  sgain  be  visited  with  such  a  calamity 
as  heretofore,  and  the  banks,  from  one  end  of  the  con- 
federation to  the  other,  may  either  become  insolvent  or 
collapsed  to  such  extent  as  to  be  unable  to  pay  the  gov- 
ernmental  deposites.  The  Government  has  already  lost 
vaat  sums  by  banks.  The  surplus  funds  being  deposited 
in  these  banks,  thus  situated,  and  liable  to  insolvency,  I 
would  ssk  any  candid  man  to  aay  in  which  aituatton 
would  the  money  be  the  o'ost  secure — in  the  banks,  or^ 
in  the  hands  *of  the  people,  managed  by  their  State' 
Legislatures?  It  seems  to  me  that  no  man  can  lay  hii 
hand  on  his  breast  and  say  that  the  money  is  as  secure 
in  the  banks  as  with  the  people  themselves.  If  the 
public  money  be  intended  for  deposite  only,  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  States  it  is  safe.  If  it  never  is  to  be  re- 
turned, then  it  is  also  safe  in  the  people's  own  pockets. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  seems  unreasonable  to  me  that  the 
banks  should  use  this  public  money,  witb  all  their 
liabilities  to  insolvency  and  their  natural  tendency  to 
skin,  and  that,  too,  without  profit  to  the  Government, 
when  the  same  money  may  be  safe  in  the^  hands  of  the 
people,  and  used  to  their  own  advantage. 

[At  this  time  the  hour  (three  o'clock)  had  arrived, 
when  the  House  took  a  recess.] 

Eriiriiro  Ssssioh. 

The  House  met  at  half  past  four  o'clock.  The  pend- 
ing question  was  on  the  smendmcnt  to  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Bxll,  and  which  was  under  discussion 
when  the  House  took  a  recess. 

Mr.  HARDIN  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY  suggested  that  the  House 
should  take  up,  with  a  view  to  reference,  the  bills  on 
the  Speakei'a  table,  passing  over  such  aa  woQld  create 

debate. 

Mr.  YELL  objected.  The  bill  first  on  the  list  was  the 
land  bill,  and  he  would  not  consent,  under  any  circum* 
stances,  that  that  should  be  passed  over.    • 
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Mr.  E.  WHITTLESEY  said  he  would  then  withdraw 
his  moiion.  If  the  gentleman  from  Arkansas  [Mr.  Yell] 
was  willing  to  sacrifice  the  whole  bus'ness  of  the  country 
to  that  one  bill,  so  be  it. 

Mr.  McCARTY  said  there  was  a  Senate  bill  on  the  ta- 
ble, to  the  reference  of  which  his  friend  from  Arkansas 
would,  he  was  sure,  not  object}  and  that  was  the  bill 
making  appropriation  for  the  Cumberland  road.  Mr. 
McC.  moved  that  it  be  taken  up  and  referred. 

Mr.  YELL  objected.  He  had  himself  two  or  three 
bills  on  the  table,  which  he  was  very  anxious  to  have  re- 
ferred; but  he  wotild  rather  that  they  should  all  go  down 
together,  than  that  the  land  bill  should  be  put  aside. 

And,  the  question  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  HAMDixr  hav- 
ing  been  taken,  a  call  of  the  House  was  ordered. 

And,  the  roll  having  been  called,  one  hundred  and  one 
members  answered  to  their  names. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  moved  a  suspension  of  (he  proceed- 
ings on  the  call{  which  motion  was  rejected. 

The  Clerk  proceeded  to  call  the  names  of  the 
absenteea. 

When  Mr.  GRENNELL  again  moved  a  suspension; 
which  motion  was  rejected. 

The  roll  of  absentees  was  gone  ovei^  and  there  ap- 
peared one  hundred  and  sixty-two  members  present. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  all  further  pro- 
ceedings on  the  call  were  suspended. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  having,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  MERCER,  been  read, 

Mr.  HARDIN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered.  " 

Mr.  BOON  inquired  if  it  was  in  order  now  to  offer  an- 
other amendment. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was  not  in  order  to  offer  an 
amendment  to  an  amendment. 

Mrc  C.  ALLAN  said  that,  as  the  question  before  the 
House  was  extremely  important,  and  as  there  was  not  a 
large  number  of  membera  present,  he  would  move  a 
call  of  the  House;  and  on  that  motion  he  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  nays;  which  'were  ordered,  and,  being  taken, 
were:  Yeas  72,  nays  121. 
^   So  the  csll  was  rejected. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment  to  the  amendment,  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative:  Yeas  114,  nays  93,  as  follows: 

YxAs — Messrs.  Adams,  Alford,  Chilton  Allan,  Heman 
Allen,  Anthony,  Bailey,  Bell,  Bond,  Boon,  Bouldin, 
Briggs,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  John  Calhoon,  William  B. 
Calhoun,  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey,  George  Chambers, 
John  Chambers,  Chetwood,  Childs,  Nathaniel  H.  Clai- 
borne, Clark,  Connor,  Corwin,  Crane,  Cushing,  Dar- 
lington, Dawson,  Deberry,  Denny,  I>unlap,  Everett, 
Farester,  Fowler,  French,  Graham,  G' anger.  Graves, 
Grayson,  Grennell,  Griffin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin, 
Harlan,  Harper,  Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Hazel- 
tine,  Henderson,  Hiester,  Herod,  Hoar,  Runt,  Hunts- 
man, Ingersoll,  William  Jackson,  Janes,  Jenifer,  Henry 
Johnson,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  Lane,  Laporte,  Lawrence, 
Lay,  Luke  Lea,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Love,  Lyon,  Job 
Mann,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  May,  McCarty,  McComas, 
McKennan,  Mercer,  Montgomery,  Morria,  Parker,  James 
A.  Pearce,  Pearson,  Pettigrew,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Potts, 
Reed,  Rencher,  John  Reynolds,  Robertson,  William  B. 
Shepard,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Shields  Slade,  Span- 
gter,  Sprague,  Standefer,  Steele,  Storer,  Sutherland, 
Taliaferro,  Waddy  Thompson,  Underwood,  Vinton, 
Washington,  White,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams, 
Sherrod  Williams,  Young — 114. 

NATS-^Messrs.  Ash,  Barton,  Beale,  Bean,  Beaumont, 
Black,  Bockee,  Borden,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Burns, 
Cambrelcng,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Cbapin,  John  F.  H. 
Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Craig,  Cramer,  Crary, 
Cushman,   Duubleday,   Fairfield,   Farlin,   Fry,   Fuller, 


Galbraith,  James  Garland,^  Gholaon,  Oillef,  GrantUnd, 
Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Albert  O.  Harrison,  Haynes,  Holt, 
Hubley,  Huntington,  tngbtm,  Jarvis,  Joseph-  Jobnsoni 
Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Benjamin  Joneo,  Rling> 
ensmith,  Lansing,  Lawler,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee, 
Leonard,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Abijah  Mann,  Martin, 
William  Mason,  Moses  Mason,  McKay,  McKeon,  McKint, 
McLene,  Miller,  Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Parks,  Patterson, 
Patton,  Franklin  Pierce,  Dutee  J.  Pearce,  Pbelp«, 
Pinckney,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Rogers,  Schenck,  Sey- 
mour, Shinn,  Sickles,  Smith,  Taylor,  Thoman,  John 
Thomson,  Toucey,  TurriH,  Vanderpoel,  Wagener, 
Ward,  Wardwell,  Webster,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey, 
Tell— 92. 
So  the  amendment  to  tlus  amendment  was  adopted. 
Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  inserting  af^er  the  word  "  States"  the 
following:  «*in  proportion  to  the  ratio  of  the  repr^nta- 
tlon  of  such  States  in  the  House  of  Representative!  of 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  M.  wished  merely  to  say  that,  in  offering  lh« 
amendment,  he  asked  for  nothing  more  than  the  Toteof 
the  House  besides  the  principle  contained  in  it,  which 
presented  the  question  whether  the  principles  of  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States  were  to  be  adhered  to 
or  not. 

Mr.  YELL  said  that,  before  the  vote  was  taken  en 
this  important' subject,  he  wished  to  say  but  a  few 
words;  and  he  would  be  as  brief  as  possible,  because  at 
this  late  day  he  was  not  disposed  to  detain  the  House, 
and  thus  obstruct  the  general  course  of  business.    He 
deemed  it  proper  to  avail  himself  of  the  occasion  to 
briefly  and  freely  express  the  reasons  which  had  gey* 
erned  his  course  in  relation  to  the  proposed  amendment 
to  the  bill;  and  this  he  wss  bound  to  do,  in  justice  to 
himself  and  the  young  and  flourishing  State  he  had  the 
honor  to  represent.    1  voted,  Mr.  Speaker,  (continued 
Mr.  Y.,)  against  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  pM- 
tlcman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Bzll,]  because  "I  am  of 
opinion  that  this  bill,  if  passed,  and  sanctioned  by  the 
President,  (arid  t  trust  that  it  never  will  receive  the 
countenance  of  that  distinguished  man  and  illusiriou& 
statesman,)  will  at  once  establish  a  system  demoraVizii^g 
and  corrupting  in  its  influences,  and  lend  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  sovereignty  of  the  States,  and  render  them 
dependent  suppliants  on  the  General  Government.  The 
power  and  patronage  of  this  Government  ahoul  I  not  ihua 
be  perverted  for  the  base  purpose  ofNJegrading  anl 
withering  the  independence  of  the  States;  that  glorious 
independence,  Mr.  Speaker,  which,  sneer  at  it  as  gen< 
tlemen  may  who  come  from  particular  sections  of  the 
Union — sections,  sir,  where  aristocracy  is  getting  the 
mastery  of  our  democratic  and  federative  principles- 
must  be  the  last  bulwark  of  liberty.     But,  sir,  I  am  op- 
posed to  this  measure  on  other  and  not  less  tangible 
grounds.    Sir,  I  behold  in  this  plan  of  distribution,  v^hat 
every  enlightened  mind  can  readily  discover,  a  deep  and 
a  matured  plan,  conceived  and  nurtured  by  **»«  ^I'l?*^ 
tariff  party,   to  continue  and  consolidate  their  odious 
scheme  of  injustice  and  oppression.     And,  strange  ss  it 
may  appear,  it  is  now  advocated,  and  probably  will  re- 
ceive the  votes  of  gentlemen  from  the  Middle  and  Sooth- 
ern  States,  once  the  uncompromising  opponents  of  the 
tariff  principle,  but  who  now  are  ready  to  fall  at  the  foot 
of  Baal,  and  sacrifice  former  principles  and  professions 
for  the  purpose  of  filling  their  State  treasuries  at  the 
expense  of  the  people — by  recognising  and  eatabVtsh'ing 
a  sybtem  of  taxation  as  oppressive  as  it  is  unconsiitu- 
tional.     And,  sir,  the  brave  and  hardy  people  of  the 
young  and  vigorous  State  which    I  have  the  honor  to 
represent  are  cailed  on  to  subscribe  to  such  heresie.«and 
denationalizing  dogmas.     The  man  who  expects  any 
thing  of  the  kiod  from  the  people  of  Arkansas  knows 
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bot  little  of  their  characteri  or,  knowing  it,  would 
buely  miirepretent  tbem,  and  bow  at  the  temple  of 
lisaiaion. 

This  meuure  of  distribution,  iince  it  baa  been  a  hob- 
by bone  for  gentlemen  to  ride  on,  hai  presented  an 
aooi&aloiit  spectacle.  The  time  yet  belongs  to  the  his- 
tory of  this  Congress,  when  honorable  gentlemen  from 
the  South  and  the  West  were  daily  found  arraying  them- 
kItcs  against  erery  species  of  unnecessary  taxation, 
boldly  avowing  that  they  were  opposed  to  any  and  all 
tariff  lyitems  which  would  yield  a  revenue  beyond  the 
actual  wants  and  demands  of  the  Government.  Such 
VBB  their  language  but  a  few  weeks  or  months  ago;  and, 
in  proclaiming  it,  they  struggled  hard  to  excel  each 
other  in  seal  and  violence.  And  now,  air,  what  is  the 
ipMtaele  we  beholdf  A  system  of  distribution,  another 
and  a  ipecious  name  for  a  system  of  bribery,  has  been 
atartedf  the  bounds  are  in  full  cry;  and  the  same  honor- 
able and  patriotic  gentlemen  now  step  forward,  and,  at 
the  watchword  of  '*put  money  in  thy  purser  ay,  put 
Booey  ID  thy  purse,*'  vote  for  the  distribution  or  bribery 
neasure,  the  effect  of  which  is  to  entail  on  this  country 
a  system  of  taxation  and  oppression  which  has  had  no 
parallel  since  the  daya  of  the  tea  and  ten-penny  tax — two 
irigbtful  measures  of  discord,  which  roused  enfeebled 
coloniei  to  rebellion,  and  led  to  the  foundation  of  this 
Bi^hiy  repablie.  But  we  are  told,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
thii  propoied  distribution  is  only  for  momentary  dura- 
tion,* that  it  is  necessary  to  relieve  the  Treasury  of  a 
redundant  income,  and  that  it  will  speedily  be  discon- 
tiooed!  Indeed,  sir!  What  evidence  have  we  of  the 
^tf  What  evidence  do  we  require  to  disprove  the 
ittertiofl?  This  acheme  was  commenced  the  last  ses- 
Mfli  it  has  been  introduced  to  thisi  and  let  me  tell  you, 
^'  Speaker,  it  never  will  be  abandoned  so  long  as  the 
H^  tariff  party  can  wheedle  the  people  with  a  airen 
'cibby,  and  cheat  them  out  of  their  rights  by  dazzling 
^  viaion  with  gold,  and  deluding  the  fancy  by  the  at- 
tributes of  sophistry.  Depend  upon  it,  sir,  if  this  bale- 
fill  syitem  of  distribution  be  not  nipped  in  the  bud,  it 
v>ii  betray  the  people  into  submission  by  a  species  of 
Uiaiton  which  no  nation  on  earth  should  endure. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  not  wantonly  impugn  any  man's 
stives,  nor  will  I  speak  to  wound  any  man's  sensibili- 
ty; but  1  naust  be  permitted  to  speak  plainly  and  with 
cmdor,  and  I  trust  no  one  will  deem  me  discourteous  if 
I  frankly  remark  that  the  conduct  of  certain  Suuthern 
gentlemen,  in  relation  to  this  subject,  has  been,  to  say 
<be  leait  of  it,  equivocal,  and  has  almost  tempted  me  to 
doubt  the  evidence  of  my  own  aenses.  Are  they  sincere 
^  <l>»oterestedf  It  is  not  my  province  to  doubt  themi 
i^QMet  me  say,  air,  that  they  appear  to  demonstrate  by 
^eir  acta  a  degree  of  insincerity,  if  their  former  profes- 
'OQscan  be  relied  onrfor,  though  once  loudly  clsmor- 
*^  against  the  tariff,  they  are  now  found  engaged,  by 
">^ni  not  decidedly  indirect,  opposing  any  measure 
(bit  baa  a  tendency  to  reduce  taxation.  They  assail 
^  land  bill,  because  it  would  reduce  the  tariff  some 
>1^>000,000  or  020,000,000;  and  show  most  clearly  and 
^^iuively,  by  their  votes,  that  they  will  not  go  for 
Jbose  measures  of  reduction  for  which  the  South  has  so 
^t  contended.  Their  only  object  now  appears  to  be 
^^  creation  of  a  redundant  Treasury,  for  the  miserable 
POfposeofdiatribuiion. 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  scheme  of  accumulation  and  distri- 
bution presents  to  the  world  a  spectacle  equally  tp  be 
°^plored  and  ridiculed.  To  combat  it  with  argument 
vottU  be  to  wante  the  time  of  the  Houae  and  the 
country  in  discussing  an  absurdity.  The  whole  system 
»  not  only  wrong,  but  it  is  contemptilile.  What  is  it, 
^'^  Ay,  air,  what  is  it'  It  is  a  scheme  to  tsx  the  South 
»jJ  Weat,  to  protect  the  manufactures  of  the  Noitb — 
°{  New  EngUnd^tbat  section  of  th«  country  which 


is  now  engsged  In  generating  agitation  and  strife,  for 
the  openly-avowed  purpose  of  sapping  the  institution^  of 
every  State  south  and  west  of  the  Potomac,  and  render, 
ing  them  mere  colonial  dependencies,  the  servile  hacka 
and  serfs  of  New  England.  It  is  a  scheme  to  tax  you 
and  me,  sir,  and  the  Sergeant  at-arms,  if  you  please,  by 
the  way  of  analogy,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  into  our 
pockets  ten  cents  out  of  every  dollar  that  the  band  of 
oppression  took  out  of  our  pockets.  The  scheme,  sir, 
to  say  nothing  of  its  injustice,  is  contemptiblei  it  is  un- 
worthy of  the  enlightened  sge  in  which  we  live;  it  sets 
all  the  principles  of  political  economy  at  defiance, 
laughs  Adam  Smith,  Say,  Ricardo,  and  Bentham,  to 
scorn;  and  where,  let  me  ask,  was  the  world  ever  be- 
fore regaled  with  the  spectacle  of  a  people's  taxing 
themselves  to  the  tune  of  millions,  for  the  purpose  of 
psying  the  surplusage  back  sgain,  at  a  discount  of  nine- 
ty per  centum;  taking  from  the  citizen  a  dollar,  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  him  ten  cents.^  Bu^  sir,  I  will  not 
discuss  a  proposition  so  monstrous. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  appeal  to  gentlemen  to  say  if  they  are 
prepared  to  oppose  a  proposition  to  reduce  the  revenue 
jto  the  wants  of  the  Government,  by  reducing  the  tanff 
on  imports,  or  by  the  passage  of  a  land  bill,  if  they  were 
certain  that  the  surplus  was  to  remain  in  the  Treasury. 
I  am  satisfied  that  no  gentleman  would  vote  for  a  system 
which  would  tend  to  fill  the  Treasury^  without  a  certain, 
ty  of  their  receiving  a  portion  of  the  plunder;  and  yet 
we  find  those  very  men,  by  their  votes,  filling  your  pub- 
lic coffers  so  as  to  enable  them  to  receive  their  portion 
of  the  spoils. 

Sir,  (continued  Mr.  Y.,)  I  enter  my  protest  againat  a 
system  of  bargain  and  corruption,  which  ia  to  be  execu- 
ted by  partiea  of  different  political  complexions,  for  t^e 
purpose  of  dividing  the  spoils  which  they  have  plunder- 
ed from  the  people.  If  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  are 
to'be  continued  for  the  benefit  of  the  apeculators  who 
go  to  the  West  in  multitudes  for  the  purpose  of  legally 
atealing  the  landa  and  improvements  of  the  people  of 
the  new  States,  I  hope  my  constituents  may  knoW  who 
it  is  that  thus  imposes  upon  them  a  system  of  legalized 
fraud  and  oppression.  V,  sir,  my  constituents  are  to  be 
sacrificed  by  the  maintenance  of  a  syatem  of  persecu- 
tion, got  op  and  carried  on  fur  the  purpose  of  filling  the 
pockets  of  others  to  their  ruin,  1  wish  them  to  knotw 
who  is  the  author  of  the  enormity.  1  had  hoped,  Mr. 
Speaker,  and  that  hope  has  not  yet  been  abandoned, 
that,  if  ever  this  branch  of  the  Government  is  bent  on 
the  destruction  of  the  rights  of  the  peoplfe  and  a  vio- 
lation of  the  constitution,  there  is  yet  one  ordeal  for  it 
to  pass,  where  it  may  be  ahorn  of  its  baneful  aspect. 
And,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  trust  in  God  that,  in  its  passage 
through  that  ordeal,  it  will  find  a  quieim, 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  was  perfectly  astonished  to  see  such  a 
proposition  aa  the  one  before  us  emanating  from  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  MahN}]  and,  sir,  I 
would  like  to  know  if  it  is  to  be  considered  a  <*  premon- 
itory symptom"  of  the  coming  administration.  If  it  is 
to  be  considered  in  such  a  I'ght,  T,  for  one,  wish  to 
know  it,  though  a  warm  supporter  of  the  President 
elect;  for  if  it  be  his  policy  to  plunder  one  ponion  uf 
the  country  to  fill  the  pockets  of  the  other,  I  shall  with- 
draw my  aupport  from  that  distinguished  man;  but 
where  I  ahou'd  go,  air,  would  be  a  matter  of  doubt  and 
uncertainty.  Sir,  I  hope  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  contem- 
plates no  such  policy;  and  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  in  atarting  this  monstrous  measure,  has,  1  hope, 
acted  on  his  individual  responsibility.  But  if  this  scheme 
should  succeed,  Mr.  Speaker,  my  constituents  are  to  be 
sold  to  the  manufacturers  of  the  North;  they  are  to  be 
plundered  of  half  they  are  worth  by  this  unholy  scheme 
or  combinstion;  and,  when  I  contemplate  these  facts,  I 
am  aitonished  to  see  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
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from  New  York,  which  proposes  to  take  two  thirds  of 
the  spoils,  which  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennesirc  [Mr.  Bell]  would  give  them,  and  divide  it 
among  the  Urge  Slates. 

Mr.  Speaker,  before  1  resume  my  seat,  let  me  say  that 
if  a  firm  effort  had  been  made  to  reduce  the  tariff  to  the 
wants  of  the  Government,  and  it  had  failed,  if  the  land 
bill  now  on  your  table  had  been  taken  up  and  negatived, 
and  all  attempts  to  get  rid  of  a  redundant  Treasury  bad 
proved  unavailing,  in  that  event  I  ahould  not  have  in- 
terposed an  objection  to  a  distribution,  for  the  best  of 
reasons.  It  would  then  have  been  the  duty  of  the  Na- 
tional Legislature  to  distribute  or  loan  to  the  States  such 
surplussge  as  might  be  on  hand,  after  defraying  all  the 
expanses  of  the  Government.  Then,  sir,  in  such  an 
event,  I  should  not  have  heaitated  to  vote  for  the  diatrt- 
butlon,  because  I  should  consider  the  money  more  safe 
in  the  hands  of  the  people  than  in  any  Government 
bank,  subjected  to  the  temptations  of  the  speculator, 
and  to  frauds  and  failures.  But,  sir,  if  this  distribution 
must  take  place,  if  the  people  must  '*  touch  the  coin, 
though  it  do  blaat  them,"  1  hope  that  something  like 
honor  will  be  manifested  in  the  maimer  of  disposal)  and, 
let  me  add,  sir,  if  (he  plunder  must  come  to  ur,  I  hope 
that  my  constituents,  unlike  him  of  old,  who  accepted 
the  thirty  pieces  of  silver,  may  be  accused,  not  indeed 
of  betraying  the  Saviour  of  mankind,  or  of  betraying 
their  country,  a  kindred  enormity,  but  of  having  been 
forced  to  participate  in  a  revel  among  the  spoils  of  the 
people,  contrary  to  their  own  wiahes,  better  opinions, 
and  sounder  judgment. 

I  have  deemed  myself  called  upon  to  say  thus  much 
on  this  subject.  I  entertain  no  fears  for  the  issue.  I 
represent  the  wishes  and  opinions  of  the  people  of  Ar- 
kansss — a  people,  air,  who,  though  they  have  just 
sprung  into  political  eziatence,  are  too  pure  to  be  cor- 
rupted by  your  gold,  too  enlightened  to  be  deceived, 
too  brave  to  shrink  from  dangc  r,  and  too  patriotic,  too 
noble,  and  too  independent,  to  be  sold  like  sheep  in 
shambles.  l*o  them,  sir,  I  bold  myself  responsible  for 
all  my  public  acts;  and  1  have  studied  them  to  little  pur- 
pose if  my  conduct  oo  this  occasion  does  not  meet  their 
approbation. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  said,  though  he  him- 
self was  in  favor  of  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  yet  he  submitted  the  quf  stion  of  order 
to  the  Chair,  whether  an  amendment  could  be  moved  to 
one  already  adopted,  which  went  to  change  its  principle. 

The  CHAf  K  ruled  the  amendment  to  be  in  order,  be- 
cause it  might  come  in  as  a  second  branch  of  the  propo- 
sition. It  would  not  be  in  order  to  move  to  strike  out 
any  part  of  the  adopted  amendment,  but  it  would  be  in 
order  to  add  a  piiragraph  or  a  prov  ao  to  it. 

Mr.  BOON  said  that  if  the  proposition  then  under 
considt  ration,  to  distribute  any  portion  of  the  surplus 
revenue  among  the  States,  that  may  be  in  the  Treasury 
on  the  lot  dsy  of  January,  1838,  should  become  a  law, 
he  sincerely  hoped  that  the  amendment  offered  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Mahit]  would  be  re- 
jected by  the  House.  Sir,  (said  Mr.B.,)  a  more  unjust 
proposition  toward  the  new  States  could  not  have  enter- 
ed into  the  mind  of  man  than  the  one  proposed  by  the 
honorable  member  from  New  York;  and,  more  espe- 
cially, the  S:ate  which  Mr.  B.  had  the  honor  in  part  to 
represent  on  the  floor  of  Congress.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  B.,) 
if  a  distribution  of  the  surplus  revenue  (if  any  there  be)  ' 
shall  be  made  upon  the  basis  of  representation  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  manifeat  injustice  would  be 
doite  to  ail  the  new  States. 

Under  the  census  of  1830,  the  State  of  Indiana  is  enti- 
tled to  seven  Representatives  upon  this  floor;  whereas, 
at  this  time,  from  the  increase  of  population  since  the 
year  1830,  Indiana  would  be  entitled  to  at  least  twelve, 


if  not  thirteen.  Representatives  in  Congress  under  the 
present  ratio  of  representation  among  the  seversl  Stateii 
whereas,  in  most  of  the  old  States,  the  increase  of  pop* 
ulation  since  the  year  1830  has  not  been  such  as  to  io- 
crease  the  number  of  their  Representatives  in  Congreu 
under  the  present  ratio,  apportioning  the  number  of  Rep- 
reaentatiyes  in  Congress  among  the  several  States  of  the 
Union.  NoW|  Mr.  Speaker,  1  ask  if,  under  this  view 
of  the  subject,  manifest  injustice  would  not  be  done  to 
the  new  States,  should  the  amendment  offered  by  ibe 
gentleman  from  New  York  be  adopted  by  the  House. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  be  had  voted  for  the  distribution  bill 
of  the  last  leasion  of  Congress,  and  he  had  just  vo<ed 
for  the  aame  principle  by  way  of  amendment  to  the  bill 
now  under  consideration «  but  he  would  take  the  oppor- 
tunity then  afforded  him  to  say  that,  in  both  insUnces, 
he  regretted  most  sincerely  that  circumstances  should 
hsve  compelled  him  to  vote  for  or  against  the  measure. 
Mr.  B.  said  that  he  had,  on  all  proper  occasions,  op- 
posed the  policy  of  tszing  the  people  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  a  surplus  revenue,  to  be  distributed  among  the 
several  Ststes,  as  such  a  system  would  be  to  tax  lbs 
many  for  the  benefit  of  the  few.  Gentlemen  might  en- 
deavor to  make  the  system  popular,  by  pretending  to 
return  to  the  dear  people  that  which  they  hnvc  been  m- 
Btrumental  in  wreating  from  the  pocketa  of  the  people, 
by  an  unholy  ayatem  of  taxation  not  demanded  by  tue 
wants  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  he  bad  no^  yet  given  up  to  deipwr. 
He  yet  felt  encouragement  in  the  firm  conviction  ibat 
the  day  was  not  far  diatant  when  the  freemen  of  thii 
country  would  indignantly  throw  off  the  shackles  that 
have  already  too  long  enslaved  them,  and  would  not 
longer  be  humbugged  by  false  pretences  of  bsving  re- 
turned to  them  the  money  which  has  been  wrested  i'rom 
their  pockets  by  a  system  of  over-tsxing  the  many  for 
the  benefit  of  the  few.  The  people  are  now  told  by  i 
certain  class  of  politicians  that  there  is  remaining  i"  the 
Treasury  a  considerable  amount  of  money  over  snd 
above  the  wants  of  the  Government,  which  ought  to  be 
returned  to,  and  distributed  among,  the  desr  people  of 
the  several  States.  And  how,  I  ssk,  is  it  to  be  effeeted 
with  advantage  to  the  great  body  of  the  tax>paying  com- 
munity ?  Why,  8  r,  sfter  an  odious  and  unjust  system  cf 
taxation  baa  been  faatencd  and  riveted  upon  the  people, 
by  which  a  large  surplus  revenue  ia  produced,  snd  after 
deducting  about  twenty-five  per  cent,  for  collecting  the 
aame,  it  is  then  most  graciously  proposed  to  distribute 
the  remainder  thereof  among  the  several  Slates,  in  ordcf 
that  it  may  again  return  to  the  dear  people,  whose  in- 
tereat  and  future  welfare  are  always  so  near  the  heart  oi 
the  politicardemsgogue. 

The  tax-paying  people  of  this  country  first  earn  the 
money  that  pays  their  Uxes  under  the  authority  of  law, 
by  the  sweat  of  their  brow,  and  by  the  swest  of  their 
brow  they  will  have  to  re-earn  their  respective  portions 
of  the  surplus  revenue  when  it  shall  have  been  deposit- 
ed in  the  State  treasuries.  The  true  question  to  be  de- 
cided by  the  people  of  this  country  is,  shall  there  be  s 
new  and  novel  policy  introduced  in  this  Govern mentg 
which  has  for  its  object  the  raising  of  a  surplus  revenue 
for  distribution  among  the  States;  or  ahall  the  taxes  of 
the  people  be  reduced  to  the  legitimate  wants  of  IM 
Government ^  This  is  the  only  true  issue  to  be  mide 
before  the  people;  and  Co  this  question  the  public  mind 
should  be  particularly  drawn  by  all  those  who  stand 
opposed  to  monopolies,  and  all  privileged  orders  or 
every  character  whatever.  . 

The  people  will  be  fully  aatisficd  in  a  short  time,  ihti 
the  depositing  of  the  surplus  revenue  in  the  sclera 
State  tressuries  will  not  have  the  eflPect  of  again  reiurii| 
ing  to  the  people  their  respective  portions  of  the  money 
that  has  been  unnecessarily  and  unrighteously  drawd 
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froa  their  pockets  by  an  unjust  system  of  tsxation  by 
tb«  Genersl  Goyernment.  ^  Mr.  B.  said  tliaf|  in  looking^ 
into  this  subject  of  creating  a  surplus  revenue  to  be  dis- 
tributed smonf;  the  States,  he  could  view  it  in  no  other 
tight  than  having  a  direct  tendency  to  destroy  the  inde- 
pendence oF  the  State  Governments;  and  if  possible  to 
do  10^  to  corrupt  the  people  themselves  with  their  own 
money.  The  question  of  every  wise  leRislator  in  Con- 
grefs  should  be  as  to  the  best  mode  of  reducing  the 
tales  alretdy  imposed  on  the  people  so  as  to  raise  a  suf- 
ficient smount  only  of  revenue  to  supply  the  legitimate 
wsnts  of  the  Generaf  Government,  and  not  as  to  what 
iball  be  done  with  the  surpjus  revenue.  Reduce  the 
burdens  of  taxation  now  imposed  upon  the  people  to 
the  vantj  of  the  Government,  and  leave  the  surplus 
where  it  should    be — in   the   pockets  of   its  rightful 


ovners. 


Mr.  McKEON  said  he  was  satisfied,  from  the  coarse 
the  debite  had  taken,  that  a  general  impression  ex- 
isted that  something  ought  to  be  done,  and   without 
delaji  to  remedy  the  difficulty  in  which  the  country 
vu  now  plsced  by  its  overflowing  Treasury,     tie,  in 
common  with  many  who  had  addressed  the  House  on 
this  wbject,  believed  that  a  reduction  of  the  revenue 
ought  to  be  attempted;  and  he  thought  that  a  favorable 
opportunity  was  now  presented  to^ntleroen  who  were 
inzious  to  reduce  our  receipts,  to  exhibit  the  evidence 
of  their  zeal.     The  tariff  bill  offered  a  fair  opportunity. 
He  inquired  of  the  Chair  if  it  would  be  in  order  to  offer, 
uan  amendment,  the  bill  of  bis  colleague,  fMr.  Cav- 
tiuiKo,]  or  the  bill  from  the  Senate  in  relation  to  a 
reduction  of  the  tariff.     [The  Cbaie  said  it  would  not.] 
Sir,  if  it  is  not  in  order,  I  roust  submit.     1  am  disposed 
tobeiitrve  that  if  distribution  is  now  before  us,  the  meas- 
ures vhich  would  reduce  your  revenue  might  not  be  out 
of  place.    On  every  side  it  is  admitted  that  your  income 
ftf  exceeds  the  wants  of  the  Government;  and  yet,  it 
ippears,  we  are  called  upon  to  continue  legislation  cal- 
culated to  keep  up  this  strange  system.     I  wss  one*  of 
that  uaall  minority  which,  at  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
Tbted  against  your  deposite  bill,  as  it  was  called,  but  a 
dstribution  bill  in  fact.     1  have  seen  that  minority  more 
than  doubled  on  the  vote  just  taken.    I  have  not  regret. 
<cd,  SI  jet,  the  opposition  which  I  gave  to  the  system  of 
diitributiom  I  saw  in  the  scheme  the  means  of  fastening 
upon  the  country  a  high  tariff.    Opposed,  as  I  am,  to 
falsing  unnecessary  reveifuc  from  the  people;  educated  I 
in  the  school  of  politics  which  insbtt  that  the  Govern- 
neot  ihould  be  administered  economically;  that  the  in* 
^uitry  ofthe  people  should  not  be  taxed  beyond  what 
i«  absolutely  required  for  the  wants  (and  those  wants 
i-mited]  of  the  Government,  I  could  never  assent  to  the 
doctrine  which  sanctioned   unnecessary  taxation,  and 
plundered  the  poor  for  the  base  purpose  of  enriching 
^  public  coffers-     Gentlemen  ssy  this  is  returning  the 
°>')Qey  to  the  people.     I  am  aware  it  is  by  this  plausible 
tf^cneiit  they  wish  to  deceive  the  people  into  a  sup- 
port of  this  new  principle.    All  I  ask  is,  that  gentlemen 
^-U  not  take  the  monej^from  the  people.     It  never  can 
t^  returned  to  the  individuals  from  whom  it  is  taken. 
It  >i  taken  from  every  lAiman  being  who  consumes  an 
article  of  food  or  raiment.     You  tax  the  bread  the  poor 
n^n  eats,  the  coal  that  warms  him,  the  blanket  that  cov- 
ers him.  You  plunder  him  in  various  ways,  and  proclaim, 
It  the  same  time,  the  fact  of  an  overflowing  Treasury. 
^'^Xi  lir,  is  not  this  the  purest  form  of  oppression?    Is 
liotibia  exercise  of  pouer  of  taxation  not  for  the  pur- 
poses fur  which  the  Government  was  formed,  but  fur 
other  purposes,  sufficient  to  arouse  the  people?     Who 
V)lt  insiit  thar,  by  any  proces9,  the  same  amount  of 
money  collected,  which  is  abstracted,  can  be  return sd 
^^  the  same  individual? 

I  am  astonished  to  find  upon  this  floor  the  strange  as*' 
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sociation  which  is  presented  of  those  who  have  been  dis- 
tinguished as  the  opponents  of  a  high  tariff  united  with 
those  who  have  been  its  inflexible  and  warmest  support- 
ers. I  sm  more  astonished  to  find  gentlemen  who  are 
known  to  belong  to  that  sect  in  this  country  character- 
ized by  devotion  to  a  strict  construction  of  the  constitu- 
tion, advocating  a  doctrine  which,  some  years  since,  was 
denounced  by  a  Senator  of  the  highest  standing  at  un- 
constitutional, dangerous,  absord,  and  inexpedient,  and 
would  convert  the  Government  into  sn  office  of  collrc* 
tion  and  distribution.  I  refer  to  one  who  has  been  looked 
up  to  as  the  head  of  that  ultra  strict  construction  school. 
And  yet  we  find  those  who  profess  to  follow  these  light*, 
and  to  be  guided  by  this  wisdom,  proclaiming  their  at- 
tachment  to  this  same  principle  of  distribution.  Not  a 
man  of  them  who  would  not  denounce  any  plan  to  inter- 
fere with  the  domestic  arrangements  of  the  several  States; 
and,  nevertheless,  are  promoting,  indirectly,  the  vtry 
measures  they  sre  opposed  to.  What  must  be  the  result 
of  your  distribution?  The  States  will  rely  upon  the  Gen- 
eral Government;  they  will  turn  their  eyes  towards  this 
Capitol  BS  the  point  from  which  golden  streams  are  to 
be  poured  forth  upon  them  to  carry  on  their  internal  im- 
provements; you  will  make  the  States  dependent  upon 
the  General  Governitient,  instead  of  this  Government  de« 
pendent  upon  the  States:  in  a  word»  you  will  change 
the  whole  form  of  yonr  Government,  you  will  destroy  its 
nature,  and,  instead  of  having  it  simple  and  economical, 
you  will  transform  it  into  one  complicated  and  extrava- 
gant. The  gentleman  from  Arkansas  says  that  New  York 
is  willing  to  go  into  the  robbery. 

[Mr.  YxLL  here  explained  by  ssying  that  New  York 
objected  to  the  measure;  but,  if  there  was  to  be  a  robbe- 
ry, thst  they  hsd  nd  objection  (o  rob  the  small  States  of 
the  most  they  could  get.] 

Mr.  McK.  continued.     New  York  asked,  in*  this  or 
any  other  matter,  nothing  more  than  justice.     Her  mem- 
bers on  that  floor  were  divided  on  the  question  last  year: 
amongst  them  an  honest  difference  of  opinion  existed. 
His  colleague's  [Mr.  Makx's]  amendment  was  inlei^ded 
to  remedy  some  of  the  injustice  of  the  last  act.    It  pro- 
posed to  distribute  according  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  money  was  raised.    New  York,  from  her  vast  popu- 
lation, was  entitled  to  a  large  amount  under  any  ratio  of 
distribution.     Under  the  last  act,  she  was  deprived  of  a 
very  large  amount  to  which  she  was,  by  every  principle 
of  equity,  entitled;  and  no  objection  ought  to  be  made 
to  inserting  the  amendment.  As  for  himself,  (Mr.  UcK. 
said,)  with  or  without  the  amendment,  he  should  not 
sustain  the  proposition.     He  could  not  consent  to  sdd 
another  link  to  the  chain  which  ^ould  manacle  those 
who  were  anxious  to  relieve  the  people  from  oppressive 
taxations-taxation  which  never  would  be  submitted  to- 
by the  American  people  when  discovered  to  be  without 
reason;  that  people  would,  from  this  very  discussion, 
see  the  question  of  distribution  on  the  one  side,  and  re- 
duction on  the  other,  and  he  had  no  doubt  what  directions 
would  be  given  by  them  to  their  representatives.     The 
people  would  soon  be  heard,  demanding  legislation  of  a 
different  character  from  that  now  before  us.  They  would 
soon  insist  that  measures  should  be  taken  to  check  the 
revenues  derived  not  only  from  your  customs,  but  from 
yuur  public  lands.     To  the  members  on  that  floor  who 
were  desirous  of  having  any  action  on  either  of  those  great 
topics,  he  made  an  appeal  whether  they  could  hope  for  suc- 
cess so  long  as  this  policy  of  distribution  should  be  main- 
tained. To  those  who  were  anxious  to  preserve  the  com- 
mercial community  from  agitation  by  disturbing  and  dri- 
.  ving  into  unnatural  channels  the  capital  raised  by  the  rev- 
enues of  the  Government,  he  appealed  whether  they  were 
willing  to  entail  upon  the  country,  by  a  second  division, 
a  system  which  must  necessarily  agitate  the  mercantile 
operations  of  the  nation.    We  had  the  experience  of  the 
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past  year,  and  it  ougtit  trot  to  be  lost  upon  us.  For  him- 
B€lf,  he  hoped  that,  although  the  session  was  drawing 
rapidly  to  a  close,  still  that  some  movement  should  be 
nade  to  bring  down  the  receipts  to  the  economics!  wants 
of  the  Government.  In  such  reduction  he  saw  safety  and 
prosperity  for  the  country;  in  the  diatribution  he  saw 
danger  and  difficulties. 

Mr.  MANN  modified  his  amendment,  so  as  to  put  it  in 
the  form  of  a  proviso. 

Mr.  TURRILL  then  demanded  the  previous  question, 
but  the  House  refused  to  second  it:  Yeas  75,  nays  110. 
The  debate  was  then  resumed. 
Mr,  VANDERPOEL    said  he  would  vote   for  the 
amendment  of  his  collesgue,  [Mr.  Mahh,]  though  he 
had  voted  against  the  bill  of  the  last  session — a  vote  of 
which  he  was  rendered  prouder  and  prouder  by  every 
additional  day.     He  would  vote  for  the  amendment  of  his 
colleague,  not  because  he  favored  the  principle  of  dis- 
tribution, for  it  was  a  principle  so  obnoxious  to  him,  that, 
do  what  you  please,  he  could  not  vote  for  or  compro- 
miee  it;  but  if  we  must  have  distribution,  let  us,  at  leust, 
have  such  a  ratio  as  shall  possess  something  like  the  sem- 
blsnce  of  justice.     The  amendment  of  his  colleague  pro- 
vided that  the  surplus  should  be  distributed  according  to 
the  same  rule  by  which  the  money  was  raised  by  taxa- 
tion from  the  people.     The  rule  for  distribution  adopted 
by  the  act  of  last  session  was  wholly  indefensible. 

Mr.  V.  said  he  had  very  attentively  noticed  the  yeas 
and  nays  upon  the  proposition  for  this  new  distribution, 
which  had  just  been  carried;  and  though  he  had  of\en 
heard  of  Yankee  acuteness  and  sagacity,  though  he  had 
often,  while  he  had  been  connected  with  the  delibera- 
tions of  this  House,  seen  them  most  strikingly  exempli- 
fied,  he  had  never  seen  them  more  signally  illustrated 
than  oh  this  occasion.     Gentlemen  from  the  tarifT  dis- 
tricta  of  the  East,  and  many  gentlemen  from  the  South, 
in  relation  to  the  aubject  now  before  us,  were  going 
band  in  hand,  and  sailing  in  the  same  boat;  but,  without 
much  disparaging  the  ssgscity  of  gentlemen  from  the 
8outh,  he  must  he  permitted  to  use  an  old  and  homely 
adage,  and  say  that  the  Yankees  *'  be&t  knew  on  which 
aide  their  bread  was  buttered."    He  had,  as  he  had  oh- 
aerved,  often  had  occasion  to  admire  the  cold,  keen,  and 
calculating  aagacity  of  the  sons  of  the  Esst,  especially 
when  contrasted  with  the  more  impetuous  temperament 
which  characterized  another  quarter;  and  the  vote  which' 
bad  just  been  taken  afforded  a  new  subject  for  such  ad- 
miration.   Look  over  the  yeas  and  nays  just  taken  and 
recorded,  and  see  whether  you  can  find  a  single  gentle- 
man representing  a  high  tariff  manufacturing  district 
who  baa  voted  against  this  second  and  most  mischievous 
plan  of  diatribution.     AVhile  one  Southern  gentleman 
here  and  another  there  drops  off  and  g^es  for  distribu- 
tion, opposed  as  it  is  to  the  principle  of  reduction,  the 
tariflT  representatives  of  New  England  march  off  in  solid 
phalanx,  in  aupport  of  this  scheme.  Sir,  they  know  well 
what  they  are  about.     Their  keen  ssgacity  baa  told  and 
disclosed  to  them  what  their  policy  ia  tending  to.   They 
know  that  the  policy  of  distribution  is  opposed  to  the 
policy  of  reduction,  and  therefore  they  go  to  a  man  for 
the  former.     He  (Mr.  V.)  was  surprised  to  see  gentle- 
men from  the  South  drawn  into  a  scheme  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  high  tsriff  policy. 

[Mr.  Masok,  of  Ohio,  here  called  Mr.  V .  to  order  for 
making  peraonal  reflections;  and  the  Chair  decided  that 
Mr.  V.  was  not  out  of  order.] 

Mr.  v.  said  he  had  not  made,  nor  did  he  intend  to 
make,  any  personal  reflections.  Gentlemen  were,  no 
doubt,  pure  and  patriotic  in  the  course  they  were  tv 
king;  but  he  surely  had  a  right  to  say  that  the  gentle- 
men who  repreaented  high  tariff  districts  knew  best 
what  they  were  about;  that  .this  miserable  and  demorali- 
zing aeheme  of  diatribution  would  serve  long  and  copi- 


ously to  oil  their  spindles,  and  give  new  impetus  to  their 
shuttles,  whilst  iU  effect  would  be  any  thing  bwt  benijc- 
nant  upon  the  Southern  planting  States.  He  had  s  ri^ht 
to  say,  and  he  would  say,  that  this  plan  of  distribution  num. 
ber  two  exhibited  an  amalgamation  of  differing  psrlief, 
and  that  some  opposed  to  a  Uriff,  and  others  in  fsvorof  s 
high  tariff,  were  here  now  found  in  amostunnaturtl  anion. 
Year  after  year  had  the  high  ultra-tariff  psrty  in  former 
years  addressed  to  you  the  horse-leech  cry  of  ••  Give,  give 
us  more  protection."  The  general  aentiment  of  the  coun- 
try now  is,  that  they  had  been  moat  inordinate  and  un- 
reasonable in  their  demands  for  protection.    Their  cu« 
pidity  had  well  nigh  dissolved  the  Union.    Their  own 
laws  and  their  own  measures  had  awelled  your  revenue! 
much  beyond  the  wants  of  the  Government;  and  now 
they  found  themselves  in  a  poaition  of  much  peril.    He 
could  not  aay  that  he  was  destitute  of  all  sympathy  for 
them,  as  the  manufacturing  interest  in  his  district  waj  a 
very  important  one.    It  embraced  many  gentlemen  for 
whom  he  had  a  high  regard.     Still  he  must  and  would 
repeat  what  he  had  said  shortly  after  the  commencenient 
of  this  session,  that  if  the  alternative  were  presented  to 
him,  •*  Bring  down  your  revenue  at  once  to  the  wantiof 
the  Government,  or  perpetuate  this  policy  of  distribu- 
tion," he  would  not  hesitate  to  go  for  reduction.  U  gen- 
tlemen  would  not  pass  the  land  bill,  if  they  would  not 
do  any  thing  to  terminate  the  evil  of  a  plethonc  lre»«- 
ury,  and  avert  the  evils  inseparable  from  perpeta*!  dis- 
tribution, they  leave  us,  who  deprecate  those  evils,  no 
option?  we  must  go  at  the  tariff,  and  strive  to  bring  it 
down  to  the  wants  of  the  Government.    Was  there  any 
gentleman  here  of  such  superficial  vision  as  not  to  be 
able  to  aee  that  the  present  movement  wai  an  effort  to 
fix  permanently  on  the  country,  by  the  seductive  feature 
of  distribution,  a  rate  of  taxation  far  beyond  the  neces- 
sary  wants  of  the  Government? 

Though  he  (Mr.  V.)  came,  a» he  had  said,  from  a  d«sj 

trict  which  embraced  many  manufacturers,  yet  he  could 

not,  and  would  not,  on  that  account,  support  measures, 

however  favorable  to  them,  which  .went  to  inftxt  un- 

necessary  and  oppressive  taxation  on  the  great  body  oi 

the  people.     Did  he  speak  in  the  hearing  of  men  ww 

knew  something  of  the  humsn  heart?    And  would  they 

not  assent  to  the^doclrine,  that  if  you  give  the  St»" 

Legislatures,  year  after  year,  a  lick  or  a  taste  of  tUc  moj 

ney  which  you  unnecessarily  draw  from  the  pockets  oj 

the  people,  a  reduction  of  duties  will  never  tske  pUct, 

He  must  repeat,  that  he  most  profoundly  regretted  IM 

course  which  several  gentlemen  from  the  South  were  t» 

king,  who,  for  the  pitiful  sum  of  money  which  »'£"*  °J 

reclly  come  to  their  State?,  were  willing  to  hm  the  Mi 

ard,  the  awful  hazard,  of  fixing  for  a  long  scries  of  year 

an  onerous  system  of  unnecessary  taxation  upon  them 

selves  and  their  constituents.     L*»t  me  (said  Mr.  V. 

wash  my  hands  of  all  participation  in  such  a  policy.   H 

would  endeavor  to  ascertain,  by  a  proposition  wnic 

he  would  offer  when  it  was  in  order,  who  were  the  gel 

tlemen  who  preferred  reduction  to  distribution,    n 

would,  before  this  subject  waa  disposed  of,  by  way  < 

testing  the  sense  of  gentlemen,  bring  forward  an  amew 

ment,  which  was  the  substance  of  the  bill  reported  E 

the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mean9»  to  bring  down  t 

revenue  to  the  wants  of  the  Government.    He  wou 

then  see  how  many  gentlemen   here  were  on  bctii 

terms  with  distribution  than  with  reduction. 

Mr.  McGOMAS  rose  and  addrcased  the  Speaker,  f 
said  that  heretofore  he  had  remained  silent  in  this  debst 
and  thought  it  was  better  to  act  upon  the  question  tb! 
to  waste  the  precious  time  of  the  House  in  fruitless  d 
cussion.  But  from  the  gratuitoua  remarks  ot  the  ge 
tieman  from  New  York  [Mr.  VABDxiiroaL]  he  felt  w 
self  compelled,  In  defence  of  himself  and  those  «nc 
he  acted  with  upon  this  question,  to  make  a  few  remart 
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The  ff^ntleimn  teemt  to  feel  a  deep  concern  for  the  in- 
lerest  of  our  conitituenti.  He  thinks  they  are  misrep- 
mented  opon  this  floor.  Mr.  McC.  lard  he  bad  no 
doubt  but  that  hit  constituents  would  feel  under  lasting 
obtgmtiofM  lo  that  honorable  |;^ent1eman  for  hts  kind  in- 
terposition, for  his  able  and  manly  defence  of  their  in- 
terest on  this  floor.  If  they  did  not,  he  should  think  it 
base  ingratitude,  as  the  honorable  member  was,  out  of 
the  superabundance  of  his  kindness  to  them,  compelled, 
as  a  matCer  of  necessity,  to  misrepresent  his  own  constit- 
uents. He  said  this  generous  disinterestedness  could  not 
fiiil  to  meet  Its  rewaM  in  the  approbation  of  a  grateful 
and  generous  people.  Mr.  McC.  said  he  would  assure 
the  gentleman  that  that  was  (he  character  of  the  people 
he  had  the  honor  to  represent  here. 

The  honorable  gentleman  seemed  to  be  struck  with 
horror  at  the  idea  of  Southern  gentlemen  yoting  for  this 
bll.  He  has  exhibited  the  tariflT,  in  its  most  frightful 
form,  to  tlieir  imaginations,  and  gravely  inquires  if  it  is 
the  policy  of  Southern  gentlemen  to  rivet  a  protecting 
tarifT  on  the  South.  Mr.  McC.  aaid  this  scarecrow  had 
been  loo  recently  dug  from  its  grave  to  inspire  him  with 
sny  terror.  He  thought  the  veil  of  the  gentleman  was 
too  thin  to  conceal  his  true  ^course  from  the  gase  of  the 
Southern  people.  The  South  was  not  so  completely 
bameased  tn  pirty  shackles  as  to  be  rallied  by  this  war- 
whoop,  to  make  a  common  cause  against  the  passage  of 
this  bill.  They  have  been  too  long  fed  by  empty  pro- 
ffssions.  They  look  upon  this  question  in  a  sober  light; 
they  any  to  these  friendly  gentlemen  of  the  North,  whose 
burden  of  song  is  free  trade  and  a  reduction  of  duties, 
vby  is  this  measure  not  effected^  What  prevents  the 
passag'e  of  a  law  to  that  eflectf  Has  not  the  admtnistra- 
iron  a  majority  in  both  Houses  of  Congress*  Is  it  not  in 
thetr  power  at  any  moment  to  take  up  ihatsubject  in  pref- 
erence to  nil  others?  Sir,  it  is  too  plain;  this  pulse  feel- 
er, or  tub  to  the  whale,  will  not  do. 

Mr.  McC.  said  the  bill  for  reduction  had  been  intro- 
duced at  an  early  period  of  the  session,  and  had  been 
quietly  sleeping  on  the  table  to  (he  present  time;  the 
people  in  the  South  all  this  time  anxiously  waiting  to  see 
the  action  of  Congress  upon  the  subject.  Where  was 
the  zeal  of  the  gentleman  for  the  South  all  this  time? 
Sir,  It  slept  upon  the  table  with  the  bill.  How  can  we 
account  for  the  new-born  zeal  of  the  gentleman,  at  this 
hte  hour  of  the  night,  to  wish  to  have  appended  to  that 
bill  a  bill  ripping  up  and  changing  the  vhole  tariff  laws 
of  Che  country?  Does  that  gentleman  think  that  a  quts- 
tion  »o  complex  in  its  nature,  and  combining  such  a  varie- 
ty of  interests  as  the  subject  of  the  tariff,  can  be  adjusted 
M  fifceen  minutes?  Mr.  McC  said  that  this  subject 
might  be  plain  to  the  mind  of  that  gentleman,  yet  he  con- 
fcs»ed  it  was  one  of  great  difBculty  to  him,  and  he  was 
not  prepared  to  vote  upon  a  bill  making  such  radical 
changes  in  the  settled  policy  of  the  country,  without 
bearing  it  amply  discussed,  in  all  its  bearings.  And  no 
man  could  believe  that  a  measure  of  such  magnitude 
could  l>e  properly  matured  at  this  late  period  of  the  ses- 
sion; nor  did  he  believe  that  it  was  ever  intended  to  be 
dtacuased  or  passed  this  setsion. 

[Here  Mr.  CivBaiLxiro  interrupted  Mr.  McCovas, 
and  aaid  that,  from  the  extraordinory  course  of  the  pres- 
ent Congress,  he  had  not  been  able  to  have  the  appro- 
priation bills  acted  on.] 

Mr.  McCoxTAa  repled  that  the  administration  held  the 
destinies  of  all  these  matters  in  their  own  hands,  and 
eoul  1  give  them  any  direction  they  pleased.  The  South- 
ern people  would  be  amused  when  they  came  to  learn 
that  their  zealous  advocate  for  State  rights  and  a  strict 
Construction  of  the  constitution,  and  for  a  redaction  of 
tbe  tariff,  avowed  himself,  at  the  same  time,  a  repre- 
aentative  of  a  tariff  district.  It  seems  to  me  the  honor- 
able gentleman  has  over-cropped  himself.     He  will  find 


it  a  difficult  matter  toiook  both  ways  at  the  same  time. 
To  use  a  homely  figure,  he  reminds  me  of  tbe  Indian 
who  complained  (hat  he  often  suffered  from  cold  be- 
cause his  blanket  was  too  short.  When  he  covered  his 
head  his  feet  were  naked,  and  when  he  covered  hia  feet 
his  head  was  naked.  So,  sir,  upon  the  whole,  I  think 
the  honorable  member  had  better  attend  strictly  to  the 
interest  of  his  own  constituents,  nnd  leave  tbe  interests  of 
other  people  to  their  representatives. 

The  honorable  gentleman  expresses  great  alarm  for 
the  public  morals  of  the  people.  He  aays,  if  youdepos- 
ite  the  public  revenue  with  the  States,  it  wiH  corrupt 
the  people.  Does  that  gentleman  think  that  the  honest 
yeomanry  of  the  land,  the  salt  of  the  earth,  are  more 
easily  corrupted  than  the  agents  of  this  Government f 
The  gentleman  underrates  the  intelligence  of  the  Amer- 
ican people,  if  he  thinks  they  will  believe  such  logic. 
The  honorable  gentleman  is  not  aware  of  tbe  conse- 
quences of  the  position  he  assumes.  He  affirms  it  bold- 
ly, that  the  Government  has  taken  this  money  unjustly 
from  the  people's  pockets,  and  yet  they  have  no  power 
to  give  it  back  to  them.  Sir,  thta  is  a  monstrous  propo- 
sition; because  the  Government  has  unjustly  taken  the 
people's  money,  they  have  the  right  to  keep  it! 

The  gentleman  apprehends  great  danger  for  fear  the 
people  will  become  corrupted  if  they  receive  back  their 
money;  yet  he  is  not  at  all  alarmed  for  this  pure  and  in- 
corruptible  Government  to  receive  it.  He  sees  no  dan- 
ger from  the  alarming  influence  of  executive  patronage. 
He  fears  no  danger  that  it  will  corrupt  the  office-holder! 
of  the  country,  or  that  it  may  be  wielded,  in  the  hands  of 
the  agents  of  the  deposite  bank*,  to  effect  political  pur- 
poses, by  being  lent  out  to  favorites,  or  used  as  banking 
capital  of  the  country,  nnd  give  rise  to  wild  and  reck* 
less  speculation.  All  he  seems  to  fear  is,  if  the  poor  fel- 
low's who  dug  it  out  of  the  earth  should  even  receive  one 
dollar  apeice,  that  (hey  will  immediately  become  rascals. 
Sir,  I  think  the  gentlenrian  will  have  some  difficulty  to 
convince  his  own  people  of  that  fact. 

The  honorable  member  complains  of  Yankee  shrewd- 
ness, and  supposes  by  their  calculating  coolness  they 
have  overreached  Southern  gentlemen;  that  they  were 
voting  for  the  bill  arilh  a  view  to  keep  up  the  tariff;  that 
they  well  knew  upon  which  side  of  their  bread  the  but- 
ter was.  Mr.  McC.  said  he,  like  the  gentleman,  had  a 
very  exalted  opinion  of  the  political  sagacity  of  his  Nortfi- 
ern  brethren,  and  that  they  would  be  very  apt  to  find  up- 
on which  side  of  the  bread  the  butter  was.  But  he  said 
he  had  heretofore  thought  the  gentlemen  from  New  York 
had  discovered  more  political  sagacity  than  the  delega- 
tions of  other  States.  While  some  of  them  could  see  so 
clearly  as  to  tell  upon  which  side  of  their  bread  the  but- 
ter was,  the  delegation  from  New  York  had  no  difficulty 
on  that  subject,  as  they  generally  had  butter  on  both 
sides  of  their  bread.  That  they  collected  much  the 
largest  portion  of  impost  duties  at  that  port,  and  that  it 
contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  aid  their  banking  ope- 
rations. Anothtr  honorable  gentleman  from  that  State 
[Mr.  Mahh]  thinks  the  country  cannot  stand  another  dis- 
tribution; that  it  would  dissolve  like  flax  in  the  fire.  Mr. 
McC.  said  that  he  had  seen  the  Union  dissolved  so  of^en, 
since  he  had  been  in  Congress,  that  his  mind  had  be- 
come familiarized  with  the  catastrophe.  He  was  of  the 
opinion  that  the  gentleman  was  mistaken;  instead  of  a 
dissolution  of  the  Union,  it  was  a  dissolution  of  some  of 
his  saftty  fund  banks. 

1'he  gentleman  has  said  that  we  are  taxing  the  people 
for  distribution.  This. appears  to  be  a  talismanic  word 
with  (hose  gentlemen  who  wish  to  keep  tlie  money. 
Mr.  McC.  denied  that  one  dollar  of  the  surplus  money 
Was  raised  by  taxation,  it  was  from  the  sale  of  property. 
It  was  from  the  sale  of  public  lands,  the  common  prop- 
erty of  tbe  people  of  all  the  States*     He  said  it  had  not 
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occurred*  he  supposed,  to  those  wise  lecturers,  that  the  ■ 
customs  fur  the  last  three  years  had  not  paid  the  expen- 
ses of  the  Government,  or  any  thin^i^  like  it;  and  but  for 
the  extraordinary  sales  of  the  public  lands,  we  should 
not  have  one  surplus  dollar  in  the  Treasury,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  we  ahould  have  been  bankrupt.  And  yet  we 
are  continually  told,  if  we  divide  out  the  sales  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  amongf  the  people,  it  is  levyinc^  a  tax  upon 
them.  Sir,  if  putting^  money  in  the  people's  pockets  is 
taxing  them,  then  they  will  not  be  apt  to  complain  of 
the  burdens  of  taxation.  The  fund  accruing  from  the 
sales  of  public  lands  has,  in  my  judgment,  been  improp- 
erly put  into  the  national  Treaaury.  Mr.  UcC.  aaid  he 
believed  it  was  a  direct  violation  of  the  deed  of  ceasion, 
made  by  Virginia  to  the  Federal  Government.  By  that 
deed,  it  will  be  seen  that  all  the  land  that  remained  un- 
told, after  the  objects  of  the  grant  had  been  complied 
with,  was  to  be  the  common  property  of  all  the  States, 
Virginia  inclusive. 

Tt  must  be  admitted  by  all  that,  under  the  articles  of 
conrederation,,Congrefts  could  not  have  given  any  other 
direction  to  this  fund,  as  it  will  be  recollected  that  a^ 
that  lime  we  had  no  common  treasury  but  in  the  event 
of  foreign  war,  and  that  treasury  wis  made  by  a  direct 
tax  on  real  estate,  with  the  improvements  thereon,  in 
the  several  States:  and,  as  to  the  common  burdens  of  the 
Government,  each  State  paid  ita  own  delegates.  It  is  ad- 
mitted that  Congress  could  not,  under  the  articles  of  con- 
federation, have  put  the  salea  of  the  public  land  in  the 
-  common  treasury;  but  I  am  told  that  we  are  not  under 
the  articles  of  confederation,  but  under  the  constitution. 
Here  I  might  rest  the  argument,  and  call  upon  gentle- 
men to  show  me  .the  grant  in  the  constitution  that  con- 
fers such  a  power  upon  Congress.  The  Federal  Govern- 
ment is  a  Government  of  limited  powers — all  powers  not 
delegated  are  reserved  to  the  States,  respectively.  This 
Government  must  be  confined  in  its  action  to  the  specific 
grants  of  power,  and  all  powers  necessary  and  proper  to 
carry  into  elTeet  those  grants.  Men  may  differ  about 
incidental  powers — about  the  means  necessary  and  prop- 
er to  carry  into  effect  the  granted  powers;  but  I  imagine 
there  can  be  no  difference  of  opinion  when  there  is  no 
such  power  conferred  or  granted  in  the  constitution. 

But,  to  place  the  question  beyond  doubt,  I  will  refer 
the  House  to  a  part  of  the  3d  aection  of  the  4th  article 
of  the  constitution,  and  also  the  Ist  section  uf  the  6lh 
article:  "The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose 
ofj  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respect- 
ing, the  territory  and  other  property  belohging  to  the 
United  States;  and  nothing  in  (hia  constitution  shall  *be 
so  construed  as  to  prejudice  any  claims  of  the  United 
States,  or  any  panicular  Slate."  Again:  **A1I  debts 
contracted,  and  engagements  entered  into,  before  the 
adoption  of  thia  conalitution,  ahall  be  as  valid  against  the 
United  States,  under  this  constitution,  as  under  the  con- 
federation." If  the  compact  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Federal  Government  was  binding  under  the  ar- 
ticles of  confederation,  all  the  rights  they  held  are  se- 
cured to  them  under  the  constitution.  Congress  has  no 
power  over  that  part  of  the  public  domain  ceded  by 
Virginia  to  the  Federal  Government,  but  to  make  need- 
ful rules  and  regulations  to  carry  the  compact  into  effect 
ftgreeably  to  the  deed  of  cession.  The  Federal  Govern- 
ment ia  only  an  agent  for  the  States.  And  what  would 
you  think  of  an  agent,  to  whom  you  bad  committed  the 
management  of  your  slaves  and  farrr,  if  he  was  to  con- 
tend that  making  needful  rules  and  regulations  for  farm- 
ing operations  meant  that  be  was  to  put  all  the  income 
into  his  pocket? 

Let  me  give  the  House  the  opinion  of  General  Jackson 
upon  the  subject: 

*<  The  constitution  of  the  United  States  did  not  dele- 
gate to  Congress  the  power  to  abrogate  these  compacts. 


On  the  contrary,  by  declaring  tb&t  nothing  in  it  *  shall 
be  construed  so  as  to  prejudice  any  claim  of  the  United 
States^ or  of  any  particular  State,'  it  virtually  provides 
that  these  compacts  and  the  rights  they  secure  shall  re* 
main  untouched  by  the  legialative  power,  which  ibill 
only  make  needful  rules  and  regulations  for  carrying 
them  into  effect.  All  beyond  this  would  teem  to  be  an 
assumption  of  the  undelegated  power." 

Mr.  McC.  said  he  supposed  that  General  Jackson 
ought  to  be  regarded  as  good  authority  for  the  prenii- 
ing  party  in  the  present  and  coming  administration.  If 
Congreas  have  usurped  the  land  fund,  let  them  gire  it 
back  to  the  States,  that  the  State  Governments  may  be 
strengthened  to  resist  the  action  of  this  Government. 
Let  no  man  say  that  he  is  a  State-rights  man  who  votes 
against  returning  to  the  States  the  aurplus  fund  ariiiog 
from  the  sale  of  the  public  domain.  Let  no  man  say  ihst 
he  is  opposed  to  the  Federal  Government  making  iiiierntl 
improvement,  as  long  as  he  votes  to  keep  a  vast  surplus 
unemployed  in  the  Treasury,  tempting  Congress  to  in»ke 
extravagant  and  wasteful  expenditures  of  the  public 
money.  Let  no  man  aay  that  he  is  a  friend  to  internal 
improvement  by  the  Statea,  as  long  as  he  votes  to  de- 
prive them  9f  the  only  avaiUble  means  of  doing  so.  Sir, 
this  is  too  plain  a  question;  the  people  well  uiiderstsndit' 
The  administration  has  attempted  to  reduce  thesaletof 
the  public  lands  to  actual  settlers,  by  a  bill  that  few 
members  of  the  new  Statea  themselves  can  swsilov.  It 
is  nut  my  purpose  to  discuss  the  land  bill  at  this  time.  I 
mean  to  call  the  attention  of  Western  gentlemen  to  Ibis 
question  in  its  true  li^jbt.  Suppose  you  reduce  the  tariff 
seven  millions,  and  in  1842,  or  before  >tbat  timfi  the 
amount  of  revenue  collected  will  not  support  the  Gov* 
ernment:  from  what  aource  will  the  deficit  be  made  up' 
Three  alternatives  are  presented  to  the  country:  first,  to 
increaae  the  price  of  public  land,  &nd  mcresse  the  reve- 
nue from  that  source;  to  increase  the  tariff  upon  im^ 
ports;  or  to  call  for  the  surplus  money  deposited  with 
the  States.     Is  the  country  prepared  for  either  event? 

To  call  upon  the  States  for  the  money  deposited  with 
them  would  be  a  ruinous  policy.  Many  States  hive  al- 
ready embarked  in  extensive  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment upon  the  faith  and  credit  of  that  money^improve- 
ments  t^at  are  opening  a  thousand  avenues  to  wealth  and 
prosperity,  and  will  enable  these  local  communities  to 
develop  their  full  resources}  and  to  call  for  that  money 
now  would  be  political  madness,  and  few  men  would  like 
to  take  the  responsibility  of  suoh  a  measure.  Gentle* 
men  make  long  and  labored  arguments  to  prove,  what 
nobody  denies,  that  Congress  may  repeal  the  comprom^ie 
act.  Sir,  1  am  not  in  favor  of  collecting  more  revenue! 
than  is  wanted  for  an  economical  administration  of  the 
Government;  yet,  in  bringing  the  Government  to  that 
standard,  some  respect  should  be  paid  to  the  great  and 
leading  interests  of  the  country  i  to  the  time  and  minnee 
this  thing  should  be  donei  and,  sir,  without  s  more  uf^ 
gent  necessity  than  now  exists,  we  should  await  the  opej 
ration  of  the  compromise  bill.  Sir,  the  foundation  of  thi 
Government  was  laid  deep  in  the  principles  of  comprs' 
mise.  The  same  elements  of  discord  existed  st  thi 
formation  of  the  Federal  Government  that  exist  noWJ 
The  conatitution  was  formed  by  mutual  concession  of  al 
parties;  and,  to  be  adminiatered  faiily,  it  must  be  Qom 
in  the  same  spirit.  Sir,  it  cannot  be  forgotten  that  JMI 
Government,  in  the  course  of  its  administration,  calle^ 
Northern  capital  from  the  ocean,' and  compelled  itsowr 
era  to  employ  it  upon  land;  and  by  a  aeries  of  !*^i«'*J*^"^ 
whether  right  or  wrong,  in  some  measure  plighted  to 
faith  of  the  Government  to  that  policy.  Sir,  the  pamjj 
controversy  between  the  North  and  the  South  upon  iM^ 
question  is  fresh  in  the  recollection  of  this  House 
controversy  that  shook  this  confederscy  to  its  centr 
yes,  sir,  a  controversy  that  threatened  a  dissolution 
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th  I  Uaion,  tnd  the  arraying  brother  against  brother  in 
deidif  and  mortal  combat — an  event  that  every  trem- 
bHoff  patriot  must  have  regarded  ai  the  funeral  knell  of 
departing  liberty. 

Sir,  I  have  not  forgotten  the  feeling  that  inipired  the 
community  at  the  pasaage  of  the  compromise  act.  It 
Vttltke  the  rays  of  ihe  morning  sun  dispelling  the  gloom 
of  night.  The  countenance  of  tvtry  man,  woman,  and 
chik),  beamed  with  joy.  Scarcely  had  the  amile  left 
Ihe'v  countenances  bi»bre  the  chairman  of  the  Commit*, 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means  preaented  a  bill  breaking  up  that 
arrtAgtment,  and  again  opening  that  vexed  queationt 
and  vith  it  reviving  all  the  angry  feelings  of  party  strife 
and  political  warfare.  Sir,  we  of  the  South  should  in- 
dulge  in  no  unkind  feeling^  toward  our  Northern  breth- 
ren; they  belong  to  the  great  political  family  with  our- 
leivety  and  claim»  and  justly  too,  a  proud  equality  with 
(he  people  of  any  portion  of  thia  Union.  Sir,  I  hope 
the  House  will  excuse  roe  for  the  time  I  have  consuined 
in  the  desultory  and  unpremeditated  remarks  I  felt  my* 
Betf  called  on  to  make,  and  I  will  now  take  my  seat. 

Mr.  PICKENS  said  he  came  from  a  State  which 
voold  be  affected  very  little  by  either  ratio  of  distribu- 
tion that  might  be  adopted;  it  made  very  little  difference. 
lo  South  Carolina  what  ratio  of  dtatribution  might  be  es- 
Ublished.  Her  combined  representation  in  both  Houses 
bean  nearly  the  aame  proportion  to  the  combined  rep- 
rctentaiion  of  all  ihe  States^  as  her  represeni«tion  in  this 
Hotne  beara  to  the  whole  representation  here.  But  be, 
(Hr.  P.,}  if  he  gave  any  opinion  on  the  subject,  was 
bound  to  confeaa  that  he  considered  (hat  ratio  which  had 
been  adopted  laat  year  a  more  just  and  equitable  one 
than  the  ratio  now  proposed  to  be  made  by  this  amend- 
ment, according  to  the  representation  on  this  floor  alone. 
Itoiight  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  revenue  to  be 
distributed  did  not  accrue  from  direct  taxation;  on  the 
contrary,  it  waa  a  fund  principally  derived  from  the  sale 
of  landf.  Mr.  P.  did  not  consider  that  branch,  strictly 
tnd  technically  speaking,  public  revenue;  at  least  It  did 
Dot  arise  from  taxation,  because  those  persons  who  had 
piid  this  money  bad  received  a  full  equivalent  for  the 
tome;  there  waa  m.  quid  pro  quo  on  both  sides;  and  thia 
vasnot  taxation,  it  was  a  sale;  the  parties  therefore  from 
»hom  this  money  waa  derived  had  not  been  taxed.  He 
(Hr.  P.)  had  heard  it  urged  that  those  States  where 
public  lands  were  sold  raised  immense  revenue,  as  if  it 
vere  a  burden;  whereas,  their  people  had  received  a 
full  consideration  for  ail  the  money,  they  had  paid  into 
t'le  Treasury.  This  waa  important  to  be  considered. 
Now,  in  determining  the  r^lio  of  distribution  or  de- 
posite  of  funds  thus  derived,  it  would  be  difficult  to  fix 
BQy  ratio  exactly  equal.  But  he  (Mr.  P.)  was  most 
villing—nay,  {»e  was  most  anxious— to  adopt  that  ratio 
which  came  nearest  to  strict  justice;  and  it  certainly  ap- 
peared to  him  that  the  ratio  based  upon  the  mere  ground 
or  representation  in  this  Huuse  was  not  the  roost  just, 
bectu&e  the  fund  was  derived  not  from  direct  taxation, 
but  from  aalea  of  public  landa  and  impoats.  According 
to  the  moat  generally  received  doctrine,  (but  which  was 
Dot  strictly  true,)  import  duties  were  paid  according  to 
coftiumption,  and  consumption  was  according  to  popula- 
tion. In  (his  point  of  view,  a  distribution  according  to 
^presentation  in  this  House  would  exclude  two  fifths  of 
>  certain  cikss  of  our  population  in  a  certain  section  of 
^i>  Union,  and  would  not  do  juatice.  But,  further,  it 
*u  well  known  that  in  certain  States  there  had  been  a 
urge  increase  of  population  since  thf  last  census.  For 
instance,  there  was  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana, 
Arkansas,  Missouri,  Illinois,  Indiana,  and  Michigan; 
^me  of  tbeae  ^tates  had  doubled  their  population,  and 
more  justice  would  be  done  them  by  the  combined  ratio 
^^an  Uie  single.    The  ratio  of  both  Houses  combined 

would  approach  nearer  juitioe  than  any  other  we  could 

idopt.    • 


The  funds  ra\|ed  from  the  sale  of  public  landa  were 
strictly  trust  funds;  and  this  Government  was  created  a 
trustee  under  the  granta  of  territory  from  Virginia, 
North  Carotins,  South  Carolina,  and  other  States,  which 
were,  to  a  great  extent,  limitations  on  the  trust  power. 
The  act  ceding  these  lands  is  in  these  words:  ■■  That 
the  said  lands  shall  be  conaidered  as  a  common  fund,  for 
the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  United  States  as  have 
become  or  shall  become  members  of  the  confederation 
or  federtil  alliance  gf  said  States,  Virginia  inclusive, 
according  to  their  usual  respective  portiona  of  the  gen« 
eral  charge  and  expenditure;  and  shall  be  faithfully  and 
bona  fide  disposed  of  for  that  purpose,  and  for  no  other 
use  or  purpose  whatsoever." 

Mr.  P.  then  maintained  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Government,  after  all  demands  iB^inst  it  were  satisfied, 
to  deposite  the  surplus  remainini^,  so  that  the  States 
ahould  receive  the  *'  use"  aod  **  benefit,*'  aa  far  aa  pos- 
aible,  intended  by  those  States  originally  ceding  the 
lands.  He  contended  that  it  waa  not  only  sound  policy, 
but  our  duly.  The  question  aa  to  a  deposite  of  the  sur* 
plus  revenue  was  one  between  the  safety  and  propriety 
of  State  corporations,  selected  as  deposite  banks,  and  the 
Statea  themtelves;  and  how  any  gentleman  could  hesi- 
tate between  the  two  systems,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  per- 
ceive. The  one  system  gave  ua  the  unknown  and  dan- 
geroua  power  of  banks,  the  other  the  fiaith  and  the  sta- 
bility of  the  States;  and,  whatever  benefit  might  arise, 
the  citizens  of  the  States  could  receive  it,  instead  of 
corporations  with  exclusive  privileges.  ^ 

But  (Mr.  P.  said)  it  waa  not  hia. desire,  at  that  time 
of  night,  and  that  late  day  in  the  aeasion,  to  trespass 
upon  the  time  of  the  House  with  a  full  discussion  of 
these  points.  He  should  not  have  said  a  word  on  this 
occasion,  had  it  not  been  for  the  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  [Mr.  Vakdikpoxl  ]  That  gentle- 
man began  hia  singular  speech  with  an  analysis  of  the 
votes  that  had  been  given  on  this  occasion;  and  he  (Mr. 
p.)  thought  that  the  gen'leman,  in  reading  a  lecture,  aa 
he  had  done,  to  the  North  and  to  the  South,  liad 
travelled,  he  must  aay,  rather  out  of  his  sphere.  The 
gentleman  had  made  use  of  a  homely  adage— true,  not 
very  polished  in  parliamentary  language,  yet  calculated 
to  illuatrate  bis  lecture  he  had  said  that  those  gentle- 
men who  represented  the  manufacturing  interests, 
**  from  their  Yankee  cunning,  well  knew  how  to  dis- 
cern on  which  aide  their  bread  was  buttered." 

He  (Mr.  P.)  would  retort  upon  that  gentleman,  and 
would  say '  that  it  appeared  to  him  clear  enough  that 
those  gentlemen  who,  on  every  occasion,  and  on  ertry 
question,  unchangeably  advocated  and  supported  the  po- 
litical interest  of  a  political  party  on  this  floor^they, 
they  were  the  men  who  knew  well  **  on  which  aide  their 
bread  was  buttered."  Yes,  sir;  when  the  Treasury  was 
full,  they  knew  well,  to  use  his  own  adage,  where  the 
butter  for  tiieir  bread  came  from;  and  then,  sir,  we 
never  heard  a  whisper  of  what  they  now  talk  so  much 
about— of  reducing  the  revenue  to  the  wants  of  the 
Government.  No,  sir;  they  knew  so  well  bow  their 
bread  vfia  buttered,  that  they  did  not  then  talk  of  di- 
minishing the  quantity.  But  now,  when  it  is  proposed 
to  distribute  this  furplus,  they  cry  out  in  loud,  and, 
they  would  fain  make  the  country  believe,  in  patriotic 
accents,  for  reducing  the  revenue  to  the  wan's  of  the 
Government!  It  must  be  left  in  the  pockets  of  the  peo- 
ple—the dear  people! 

Sir,  when  the  Treasury  waa  full  to  overflowing,  in 
December,  1835,  then  the  President  himself,  in  his  an- 
nual mesaafse,  declared  that  "  Congress  should  not  dis- 
turb the  principles  on  which  the  compromise  act  was 
passed*,"  and,  further,  he  says:  '*  If  the  unexpected  bal- 
ance in  the  Treasury  ahuutd  continue  to  increase,  it 
would  be  t^etter  to  bear  with  the  evil  until  the  great 
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changes  contemplated  in  our  tariff  ]a«r\lia?e  occurred, 
and  ahall  enable  us  to  revise  the  system  with  that  care 
and  circttmspeetion  which  are  due  to  so  delicate  and 
Important  a  subject,"  &c  This  was  the  language  of  the 
leader  of  this  party  then—- that  the  compromise  Ooght 
not  1o  be  touched.  And  now  gentlemen  wheel  to  the 
right-about,  and  declare  that  this  compromise  ought  not 
to  be  regarded.  Why  this  gross  and  palpable  contr«- 
diction?  Sir,  the  reason  is  too  manifest.  When  the 
President  was  willing  to  maintain  the  compromise  bill, 
he  had  the  treasures  of  the  country  in  his  hand;  he  had 
seised  them  in  defiance  of  law,  and  he  intended  to  use 
them,  and  he  did  uae  them,  for  bis  own  baae  and  profli- 
gate party  purposes!  Then,  sir,  there  were  no  meas- 
ures in  agitation  to  take  them  out  of  his  hands,  to  dis- 
tribute them;  and  then,  sir,  he  was  willing  they  should 
continue  to  pour  into  the  Treasury)  then  he  was  willing 
there  should  be  no  curtailment  in  the  sources  of  cor- 
ruption ^  then,  sir,  he  did  not  dream  of  reducing  the  rev- 
enue to  the  wants  of  the  people  I  No;  then  the  com- 
promise bill  was  to  be  kept  sacred!  Then,  indeed,  sir, 
the  dependents  of  the  Tressury  and  the  political  party 
of  the  gentleman  [Mr.  VAKDiaroBL]  knew  well  on 
^' which  side  their  bread  was  buttered."  Now,  air, 
however,  things  have  changed  their  aspect;  and  now 
we  hear  these  8:ime  gentlemen  talk  in  patriotic  strains  of 
reducing  the  revenue,  of  diminishing  this  fund  of  cor- 
ruption! Now  they  read  lectures  to  the  Southern  peo- 
ple, proclaiming  themselves  the  peculiar  guardians  of 
their  interests!  devoted  to  the  anti-tariff  interests  of  this 
country!  And  why,  sir,  do  we  now  hear  this  «hining, 
these  feeling  professions  of  love  for  the  dear  people  f 
Because  this  political  pirty  now  dread  that  this  surplus 
should  psss  out  of  their  bands  for  just  and  aafe  depoaite 
in  the  States,  to  whose  people  it  rightfully  belongs. 
Yes,  sir;  they  love  to  hold  in  their  own  hands  the  money 
which  they  have  used  for  purposes  of  fraud  and  btibery, 
and  by  means  of  which  they  have  succeeded  in  foisting 
into  power  the  minion  of  their  political  idol.  They 
have  used  a  league  of  bank?,  through  which  they  have 
broken  down  the  consecrated  barriera  of  enlightened 
freedom,  and  have  forced  by  fuul  means  a  man  upon  the 
confederacy  who  has  no  clsims  to  the  gratitude  of  his 
country.  And,  now  that  they  have  succeeded,  as  things 
begin  to  change,  they  preach  about  reducing  the  rev- 
enue to  the  wants  of  the  Government,  and  talk  about 
corruption!  In  their  eagerness  to  keep  still  fast  hold  of 
the  money,  in  their  fear  of  seeing  it  slip  from  their 
grasp,  they  talk  of  its  dangerous  effects,  of  its  corrupt- 
ing the  States,  of  its  corrupting  the  people!  snd  read  us, 
who  vote  for  this  just  distribution,  lectures  to  wsrn  us 
in  their  paternal  love  to  beware  of  its  dangerous  conse« 
quences! 

Sir,  I  could  not  sit  still  in  my  seat  and  hear  this  lan- 
guage held  in  the  face  of  facta  by  those  who  have  been 
the  instruments  of  corraption,  of  subverting  the  power 
of  the  Statea  by  their  employment  of  thia  money,  by 
binding  down  the  independence  of  the  States  to  the  foot- 
stool of  executive  power,  by  their  unlimited  control  over 
this  very  surplus  revenue.  And  now,  after  all  this,  they 
come  here  and  call  ou^  for  justice,  and  descsnt  upon 
corruption  with  purity  on  their  lips  and  Muy  thing  else 
in  their  hearta! 

When  a  representative  of  the  New  York  dynasty  holds 
this  language,  and  talks  of  bringing  the  revenue  down 
to  the  wants  of  the  Government,  it  is  easy  to  see  the 
motive;  it  is  easy  to  see  that  they  are  alarmed  at  the  ten- 
dency of  things.  If  it  were  in  order,  and  not  so  late,  I 
would  allude  to  some  facts;  but  1  do  not  choose  to  do  so 
at  present.  And  he  would  ask  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Vait- 
siapoxi.]  if  he  himself  did  not,  laat  aesaion,  in  a  speech, 
maintain  tliat  the  compromiae  act  was  not  Uy  be  touched, 
that  it  ought  not  to  be;  1  ask  the  gentleman  if  1  report 
him  right. 


[Mr.  VAVDimroBL  acquiesced  to  it.] 

Then,  how  does  the  gentleman  come  here  now  to  call 
upon  us  to  bresk  it  up?  He  now  rises  here,  and  has  the 
hardihood  to  preach  lectures  to  us  about  our  rightip  cor 
duties,  and  our  interests!  I  repeat,  sir,  they  have 
changed  their  course;  they  contradict  their  own  actions. 
When  there  were  thirty-seven  millions  in  the  Treasury, 
at  their  unlimited  control,  then  the  compromise  act  was 
not  to  be  touched;  but  now,  when  the  money  is  in  dan* 
ger  of  slipping  out  of  their  hands,  and  there  is  danger 
that  those  who  are  in  possession  of  the  power  of  th« 
country  shall  lose  their  source  of  corruption;  when  the 
measure  of  distribution  is  proposed,  they  who  before 
were  of  the  opinion  that  the  compromise  act  should  be 
held  sacred,  now  read  lectures  to  the  South,  and  give 
us  warning  against  the  measure  of  distribution,  as  if  wm 
were  thereby  about  to  bring  s  revived  tariff  apon  our 
country !  Who  brought  upon  us  the  tariff  of  1828?  The 
President  elect  and  his  political  frienda.  They  voted 
for  it,  and  passed  it  in  the  Senate  by  a  majority  of  one 
vote.  Are  these  the  men  the  South  sre  to  be  taught  to 
look  up  to  aa  their  guardians  and  proteetors— gtiardiana 
ready  to  swindle  and  betray  them.'  What  do  we  now 
see  before  our  eyes?  These  tery  men  are  now  holding 
up  before  this  House  a  bill  to  reduce  immediately  the 
tsriff,  in  utter  defiance  of  the  compromise,  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  South,  while  another  bill  has  just  been  sent 
us  here  from  the  Senate,  frhmed  by  the  Ywy  same  party, 
avoiding  almost  entirely  the  interests  embraced  and  se- 
cured by  the  compromise,  and  which  is  to  be  held  out 
for  the  benefit  of  the  North.  If  this  party  who  are  now 
in  power  are  sincere  in  their  professions,  and  intend  to 
act  immediately  upon  this  subject,  why  not  unite  on  one 
bill  and  paasit?  Why  produce  division  and  confusion 
by  two  bills  in  direct  confiict? 

Mr.  P.  said  he  was  willing  to  do  the  best  he  could, 
under  si  I  the  circumstances  of  the  case;  and  he  wm  not 
willing  to  take  on  implicit  faith  the  representations  and 
kind  professions  of  gentlemen  who  are  ever  ready  to  do 
lip  service,  but  who  have  always  deieHed  us  in  time  of 
need,  from  the  Missouri  question  down  to  the  tariff*  of 
1838 — gentlemen  who  represent  no  settled  interests,  but 
a  poHtical  party,  for  political  purposes  and  political  ef- 
fecta.  Sir,  1  trubt  no  politician  by  profession.  It  is  be- 
cause I  dread  the  power  and  faithlessness  pf  politicians, 
as  connected  with  the  treasures  of  this  Government,  that 
I  now  desire  to  force  the  surplus  from  their  foul  grasp, 
by  depositing  it  with  the  Statea.  I  am  for  this  deposit e, 
because  I  desire  to  break  down  corruption  and  bribery 
here,  and  to  give  power,  independence,  and  blessing, 
to  the  Statea  of  this  confederacy.  Wittiout  this  dispo* 
sition  of  the  surplds,  a  corrupt  dynasty  here  must  be  for* 
ever  uncontrolled. 

Mr.  PEARCK,  of  Rhode  Island,  rose  and  said  be 
thought  it  necessary  for  every  gentlemsn  to  exercise  a 
little  philosophy  on  the  present  occasion.  He  (Mr.  P.) 
had  voted  generally  with  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  VAirDxnpoiL,]  but  he  had  not  entered 
into  collision  with  any  one  in  the  vote  he  had  given.  He 
thought  it  did  not  come  with  good  grace  from  New  York 
to  oppose  thia  bill,  on  the  ground  that  Rhode  Itland,  Del- 
aware, and  other  small  States,  received  a  small  fraction 
more  than  they  were  entitled  to.  He  confessed  it  was 
not,  perhaps,  plessant  to  come  from  a  small  State;  for,  if 
it  gained  a  little  but  once  in  a  hundred  years,  there  wss 
no  end  to  the  reproaches  made  on  that  account.  Mr. 
P.  aoked  if  it  was  fair  and  liberal  in  New  York  not  to  be 
satisfied?  Ntw  York  miyht  be  called  the  ruling  city; 
there  they  generally  had  seven  or  eight  millions  on  hand, 
of  which  they  were  always  receiving  the  benefit,  and 
ytt  they  were  not  satisfied.  And  yet  it  might  be  »hown 
that  New  York  had  received  nearly  aeven  millions  more 
than  it  was  entitled  to»    When  be  (Mr.  P.)  saw  that 
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greit  Stite  arreyed  to  deprive  the  tmaU  SUtet  of  th« 
little  which  they  received,  he  felt  himself  called  upon 
to  lift  op  hie  voice  against  it.  He  (Mr.  P.)  had  voted 
ipinst  the  amendment  of  the  gentjeraan  from  Tenaea- 
Ktf  [Mr.  BiKL,]  heeauae  he  was  not  willing  to  record 
tb«  idea  that  there  would  ^  >  surplus  revenue  to  divide 
irnon;  the  Statea;  he  did  not  wish  to  give  an  argument 
mfftTorof  abill  which  his  honorable  friend  from  New 
York  [Mr.  CiMamauire]  had  called  a  free*trade  billf  he 
did  not  wish  lo  see  that  biil  introdueedi  but»  if  lUere 
riMMiU  be  s  surplua  to  divide,  it  might  be  provided  for 
by  •  bill  afterwards,  to  be  brought  in  for  that  purpoaei 
and  then,  in  such  an  event,  he  should  go  upon  the 
ground  that  it  ought  to  be  divided  according  to  tiie  ratio 
of  tbe  States,  and  not  upon  the  ratio  of  the  represent** 
tion  in  the  House. 

Mr.  DKNNY,  in  reply  to  the  observationa  of  Mr.  Yaw- 
o»poI^  observed  that  he  [Mr.  VAXBaaFOBL]  had  not 
pointed  out  who  were  the  true  horae-leeches,  crying 
^l^ive,  give."  He  contended  it  waa  not  the  Statea  to 
vbich  this  appellation  ought  to  be  applied,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  to  the  banks.  They  had  the  money  for  their 
benefit}  among  them  it  waa  distributed,  and  the  coun- 
try called  upon  them  lo  disgorge.  They  were  the  true 
leeches;  they  held  onr  and  il  gentlemen  voted  in  the 
Tievsof  that  honorable  gentleman,  [Mr.  YAVDaBPosi.,] 
Uiey  would  still  be  permitted  to  liold  on.  We  are  (said 
Ur.  D.)  in  possession  of  a  surplus  which  is  not  derived 
fron  revenue,  but  from  the  sale  of  the  public  lands. 
The  honorable  gentleman  [Mr.  VAanaBroBL]  alleges 
that  the  distribution  of  thia  aurplus  among  the  States  will 
ba?e  a  moat  ruinous  tendency  \  it  will  make  the  Union  a 
mere  rope  of  sand.  Theae  be  (Mr.  D.)  thought  extraordi- 
Biry  arguments t  we  shall  live  over  all  tbisi  the  danger 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  threatena  Is  not  to  be 
!  ipprehendecli  but,  on  the  contrary,  great  danger  is  to  be 
tpprehended  if  such  a  surplus  is  left  at  the  discretion  of 
the  Gofernment,  to  be  loaned  out  at  its  pleasure  to  banks 
in  every  section  of  the  country,  thus  enabling  the  Gov- 
ernment to  exercise  a  control  over  all  parts  of  the  Union, 
of  an  extent  and  of  an  intensity  without  parallel  in  any 
coamry  in  4be  world.  But  the  honorable  gentleman, 
[Mr.  VisssaroBL,]  inatead  of  going  into  the  merits  of 
the  eaie,  and  placing  these  things  in  their  true  light, 
has  adopted  a  difierent  course,  and  has  contented  him- 
lelf  with  passing  in  review  the  different  votes  which  have 
been  given  by  different  gentlemen  on  this  question. 
Why  is  this?  Why  has  he  not  rather  discussed  the  real 
to^riiiof  the  queation?  Instead  of  the  merits  of  the 
cue,  he  hu  brodght  into  the  field  the  feelings  of  |^en- 
flemen,  u  if  the  better  to  operate  by  an  appeal  to  feel- 
>Agi  rather  than  to  argument.  He  [Mr.  VABDXBroBL] 
ku  ipoken  of  the  horse-leech,  and  has  characterized  by 
tbii  appellation  his  own  constituents.  L«et  them  judge 
^  themselves  how  far  they  merit  the  term.  To  him  it 
appeared  New  York  was  more  deserving  the  term  than 
m;  other  section  of  the  country;  for,  out  of  twenty-two 
Bullions  from  the  customs,  New  York  received  thirteen 
Bt'Uions,  which  was  paid  there;  and  who,  then,  he  would 
ttk,  was  the  horse-leech? 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  said  he  would  not  be  so  unreason- 
able as  to  detain  the  House  at  that  late  hour.  He  rose 
Barely  to  make  his  acknowledgments  lo  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Vabdbbpoil,]  who  had  so  kindly 
undertaken  to  represent  the  Sta*e  of  Virginia.  The 
pQileman  had  only  followed  the  example  of  the  State 
'ram  whence  be  came,  in  taking  the  old  Commonwealth 
Qnder  bis  especial  protection;  andj  as  one  of  her  repre- 
yn^ativcs,  (said  Mr.  R.,)  I  feel  myself  bound,  with  all 
due  humility,  to  acknowledge  the  favor.  Those  whom 
Jhe  has  confided  in  to  represent  her,  it  seems,  have  mis- 
hken  her  interest  and  their  own  duty.  We  have  been 
'^^iwiUed,  the  gentleman  tells  usj  gulled  by  a  Yankee 


I  trick  tnto  the  aupport  of  a  measure  which  will  fasten  op* 
on  our  constituents  the  present  ruinous  tariff.  Th» 
Northern  gentlemen  very  consistently  urge  a  distribu* 
tion  of  the  surplus,  in  order  (says  the  gentleman  from 
New  York)  to  prevent  the  success  of  any  plao  for  re« 
ducing  the  revemie  and  diminishing  the  high  rate  of 
duties;  and  we  of  the  South,  who  vote  with  them,  are 
the  dupea  of  their  superior  cunning.  Sir,  the  gentle- 
men himself  is  entitled  lo  great  credit  for  his  own  won* 
derful  acuteness,  which  enablea  him  so  clearly  toaeo 
through  the  designs  of  these  very  sagacioua  polilicianst 
and  it  is  kind  in  him  to  apprise  ua  of  our  danger.  I 
ahould  like  to  have  heard  him  assign  the  reasons  why 
New  York,  some  years  past,  ao  much  in  favor  of  distrib- 
uting the  aurplus,  is  now  so  decidedly  opposed  to  it* 
The  true  reaaon  might  perhaps  be  found  to  be  that,having 
always  a  very  large  share  of  the  public  funds,  she  gains 
more  by  keeping  what  she  has  than  by  coming  into  a, fair 
division.  But,  without  attempting  lo  account  for  the  mo« 
tives  which  influence  others^  I  wilt  very  frankly  tell  the 
gentleman  the  reasons  that  induce  me  to  vole  for  a  dis* 
trjbution.  Sir,  it  is  with  no  view,  as  he  would  insinuate, 
of  keeping  up  the  present  tariff,  but  with  a  view  to  coun- 
teract it.  Is  it  to  be  endured  that  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  who  belongs  to  the  dominant  majority— to 
that  party  which  professes  so  strong  an  iotercat  for  the 
South,  and  ao  much  hostility  to  this  tariff— ahould  taunt 
Southern  gentlemen  of  the  minority  with  a  deaign  to 
oo-operate  with  the  Noith  in  keeping  it  up?  If  he  and 
his  party  are  sincere  in  their  professions,  why  have  theyi 
who  wield  the  whole  power  of  legialation,  permitted  the 
South  so  long  to  be  plundered  by  this  unjust  system  of 
tszstionf  Why  suffer  it  to  oppress  us  fur  a  day,  when 
they  hhve  the  power  at  any  moment  to  repeal  it/  Why 
has  the  scheme  of  reduction  proposed  dunng  the  present 
session  beeh  permitted,  until  this  late  day,  to  alumber 
upon  the  table? 

Sir,  it  is  because  we  have  no  confidence  in  their  pro- 
fessions that  we  are  compelled  to  take  the  only  means 
left  us  for  redress,  by  restoring  to  the  people  of  the 
South  what  this  democratic  majority  continues  to  exact 
from  them.  It  is  this  consideration—the  conviction  that 
the  surplus  revenue,  whether  derived  from  the  salea  of 
the  public  property  or  from  the  operation  of  an  upprea- 
sive  and  unconatitulional  tariff,  belongs  to  the  people, 
and  would  be  worse  than  wasted  by  being  left  to  the  dia* 
poaal  of  this  Government— >thst  induced  me  Co  support  the 
proposition  last  year  for  distributing  it.  Upon  the  same 
principles,  until  the  ruhng  party  shsU  reduce  the  tariff', 
or  take  some  effectual  method  for  limiting  the  revenues 
to  the  Just  wants  of  the  Government,  1  will  vote  fur  a 
distribution;  I  call  it  a  distribution,  because  in  truth  no 
one  expects  a  dollar  will  ever  be  called  for  by  this  Gov- 
ernment. Only  consider,  sir,  whst  wuuld  have  been  our 
preaent  condition,  had  the  act  of  the  last  session  not 
been  passed.  We  found  in  the  Treasury,  on  the  first  day 
of  January  last,  an  unexpended  balance  uf  about  fourteen 
millions  remaining  of  the  sums  appropriated  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  last  year;  about  sii  millions  more  it  is  thought 
remained  unexpended,  in  the  ssfe  keeping  of  the  dis- 
bursing officers.  We  distributed  among  the  SUtes  about 
thirty-seven  millions,* making,  together,  about  fifty-seven 
millions;  add  to  this  the  estimated  amount  of  receipts 
into  the  Treasury  during  the  current  yesr,  snd  you 
would  have  had  an  aggregate  sum  of  ninety  or  one  hundred 
millions  of  dollars,  perhapscven  more,  to  be  disposed  of  at 
the  present  session.  What,  sir,  should  we  hav«  done 
with  it?  We  appropriated,  last  yesr,  aSout  twenty  mi|» 
lions  more  than  could  be  expended.  Shoufd  we  ha\'e 
been  called  upon  still  to  increase  our  extravagant  and 
enormous  sp prop riations  to  sccumulate  still  larger  bal- 
ances? Yes,  sir;  and  then  we  should  have  applied  all 
that  could  not  be  wasted  in  useless  fortifications,  splendid 
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eostom-houfes,  hig'h  salaries,  and  corrupt  jobs  of  every 
•or%  to  carry  on  an  unjust  system  of  internal  improve* 
fneniB  in  the  Northern  and  Western  States,  from  whieh 
the  Southern  people  would,  as  usual,  have  derived  litile 
or  no  benefit.  Sir,  it  is  true,  as  the  f^entlemsn  from 
New  York  says,  the  people  of  tbe  South  have  been 
gulled)  they  have  been  {rulled  with  promises  of  re- 
trenchment long  enough,  while  suffering  from  the  op- 
pressive exactions  of  this  Government,  and  have  at 
length,  I  trust,  awakened  to  a  proper  sense  of  their 
rights  and  of  their  interest. 

'A' word,  sir,  in  conclusion,  on  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  MAirir]  before  me,  pro- 
poaing  a  distribution  among  the  States  in  tbe  ratio  of 
their  representation  oif  this  floor.  I  had  intended  to 
vote  for  that  amendment,  but  further  reflection  hss 
brought  me  to  a  different  determination.  It  does  not  adopt, 
any  more  than  the  provisions  of  tbe  deposite  act  which 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Bbll]  has  preferred, 
the  ratio  preacribed  by  the  constitution.  That  ratio, 
the  ratio  of  federal  numbers  as  it  is  called,  it  is  impracli-. 
csble  at  thi«  time  to  apply;  and  though  some  of  the 
States,  particularly  the  smaller  ones,  get  under  the  de- 
posite act  more  than  their  just  proportion,  and  some  con- 
sequently less,  the  standard  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  would,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  rather 
increase  than  lessen  the  inequality.  Tbe  new  States,  at 
least,  would  be  seriously  injured  by  the  change;  and,  ss 
exact  justice  cannot  be  administered  to  all  by  either 
plan,  I  am  willing  to  adopt  that  which  mo^t  nearly  ap- 
proaches it,  and  which  is  likely  to  give  the  most  general 
satisfaction. 

Mr.  HOAR  felt  induced  to  ask  permission  of  the 
House  to  give  his  grateful  acknowledgments  for  tbe 
compliment  which  had  been  paid  to  the  people  of  the 
North  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Vakdbh- 
posl]  That  gentleman,  under  the  name  of  Yankees, 
bad  particularly  directed  his  compliments  to  the  State 
to  which  he  (Mr.  H.)  hid  the  honor  to  belong.  He 
was  not  disposed  to  take  bis  [Mr.  Vakdirpoxl's]  remarks 
as  thp  gentleman  bad  intended  them;  he  had  utter- 
ed the  words  as  a  reproach  and  a  sarcasm;  but,  though 
such  was  their  import  and  intention,  he  (Mr.  H.)  claim- 
ed them  as  lobrr  truth;  he  thought  it  waa  true,  in  rela- 
tion to  Massachusetts,  that  she  knew,  ss  the  honorable  . 
gentleman  had  said,  <*on  which  side  of  the  brea(^  tbe 
butter  lies."  By  this  expression  he  understood  that 
Massachusetts  was' reproached  as  not  being  ignorant  of 
what  would  conduce  to  the  benefit  of  their  section  of 
the  country,  and  what  would  operate  to  its  peculiar  in- 
jury, but  without  regarding  the  welfare  of  the  whole. 
But,  sir,  thft  Ma?>8acbusetts  people  well  understand  that 
the  butter  liea  on  that  side  of  the  bread  which  bears  the 
general  welfare  of  the  whole  country;  that  the  best  con- 
tract and  the  best  legislation  ia  that  which  is  most  equi- 
table; that  this  alone,  in  the  nature  of  things,  can  be  per- 
manent; and  such  being  the  fact,  betook  it  as  a  com- 
pliment paid  to  the  people  of  the  North,  and  to  Massa- 
chusetts in  particular.  There  were  laws  in  existence, 
tbe  laws  of  the  land;'and^n  the  faith  of  the  permanen- 
cy of  these  laws  the  people  of  the  North  had  guided  and 
directed  their  course  and  their  conduct;  the  pursuita  of 
the  whole  country  were  predicated  upon  these  laws; 
and  if  the  North  knew  that  it  conduced  to  the  safety  and 
benefit  of  the  country  that  laws  of  such  importance 
should  not  be  forever  vacillating  and  changing;  if  the 
N<  rt'>knew  that  the  permanency  of  rules  on  which  the 
business  trsnsactions  of  the  country  were  all  based,  or 
if,  in  the  words  of  the  honorable  gentleman,  the  North 
knew  on  which  side  of  the  bread  the  butter  is,  he  con- 
aidered  it  as  a  compliment,  and  returned  thanks  accord- 
ingly, while  he  would  only  say  he  wished  that  others 
knew   the  same  thing  themselves,  which  surely  they 


ought  to  know. '  If  the  laws  by  whieh  the  panuita  of 
the  whole  country  were  guided  were  to  be  changed  on 
eytry  slight  pretence,  and  the  citisens  were  to  be  beat* 
en  about  from  land  to  ocean  and  from  ocean  to  land, 
nothing  but  bankrupety  and  ruin  could  befall  those  who 
had  relied  upon  the  laws  for  stability  and  proteetion.- 
He  therefore  deprecated  the  idea  held  forth  by  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  VAUBmBPomL,]  that  be« 
cause  there  was  a  surplus  revenue  derived  from  lands» 
therefore  the  whole  policy  of  tbe  country  must  now  un- 
dergo a  change,  and  laws  which  every  one  im  *gtned 
fixed  were  to  be  subverted  by  a  momentary  crprice. 

Mr.  H.  then  proceeded  to  show  that  he  did  not 
advocate  taxation  for  the  sake  of  distribution;  that  man, 
he  thought,  would  deserve  a  atniight  jacket,  who  would 
think  of  such  a  thing;  but  he  viewed  this  money,  not  aa 
the  proceeds  of  taxation,  for  it  came  from  the  sale  of 
lands,  not  from  taxes  of  any  kind  imposed  upon  the  peo- 
ple. Mr.  H.  concluded  by  laying  down  thia  proposition  t 
that  of  all  curses  which  can  be  inflicted  upbo  a  country, 
a  course  of  legislation  characterized  by  sudden  changes, 
compelling  the  citizens  frequently  to  change  <heir  pur- 
suits'and  employ ittent,  is  the  greatest  curse;  thia  he  held 
to  be  a  proposition  which  no  one  could  deny.  The  re- 
verse of  this  is  tbe  side  of  the  bre^d  on  which  the  butter 
lies. 

The  question  was  then  taken  ^pon  agreeing  to  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Mavit,  and  decided  in  tbe  negative. 

Mr.  CAMBRKLENG  then  submitted  the  following 
proposition,  by  way  of  amendment  to  Mr.  BsL&'a  amend- 
ment, which  he  aaid  he  would  do  without  one  word  of 
debate: 

Be  it  further  enacted.  That  from  and  alter  tbe  Slat  of 
December  next,  in  all  cases  where  duties  are  Imposed 
on  foreign  imports  by  the  act  of  the  14th  of  July, 
1833,  entitled  <*An  act  to  alter  and  amend  tbe  sev- 
eral acts  imposing  duties  on  imports,"  or  foy  tiny 
other  act,  *  which  shall  exceed  20  per  centum  on 
tbe  value  thereof,  one  third  part  of  such  excess  shall 
be  deducted;  from  and  after  the  30th  of  June,  1838, 
one  half  of  the  residue  of  such '  excess  shall  be  de- 
ducted; and  00  the  30tb  of  December,  1838,  the  other 
half  shall  be  deducted;  any  thing  in  the  act  of  the  3d  of 
March,  1833,  to  the  contrary  notwithatanding. 

Ssc.  2.  ^nd  be  it  further  tnadtd.  That,  from  and  after 
the  30th  September  next,  the  duty  on  salt  akall  be»  »nd 
the  same  is  hereby,  repealed.  ' 

Mr.  HARDIN  said  it  was  cerUinly  too  late  in  the  ses- 
sion take  up  the  subject  of  regulating  the  whole  of  the 
UrifT. 

Mr.  BELL  raised  the  point  of  order  whether  such  a 
proposition,  being  of  a  distinct  and  substantive  charac- 
ter, in  no  way  analogous  either  with  the  bill  or  tlie 
amendment,  could  be  moved;  and,  also,  that  it  was  the 
same  as  a  bill  already  before  the  House. 

The  CHAIR  (temporarily  occupied  .by  Mr.  Baioes^ 
decided  sgainat  the  point,  on  the  ground  that  the  amend- 
ment waa  not  the  same  ss  the  bill  in  question. 

Mr.  CAMBRCLENG  asked  for  tbe  yeas  and  nays  on 
the.  adoption  of  his  proposition. 

Mr.  MERCER  then  took  an  appeal  from  the  deeiaion 
of  the  Chair  that  the  amendment  was  in  order. 

The  CHAIR  [Mr.  Baioos]  having  stated  the  grounds 
of  his  decision,  that  the  amendment  was  not  the  same, 
in  many  material  points,  as  the  bill  on  the  subject  of  the 
tariff  before  the  House, 

Mr.  MERCER  insisted  upon  his  point;  and 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  asked  for  the  yeaa  and 
nays  on  the  sppeal,  but  the  House  refused  to  order  themi 
and,  after  some  remarks  from  Mr.  REED, 

Mr.  CAMURELENG  drew  the  attention  of  gentlemen 
to  tbe  fact  that  they  had  then>8elves  called  for  this 
proposition.     With  regaid   to  the  point  of*  order,    he 


1985 


OF  DBISAT£S  IN  CONGRESS. 


198$ 


FsB.  35, 1837.] 


DUtribiUion  Quetiion, 


[H.  or  R. 


vottld  oaly  remirk*  in  the  first  place,  that  the  propoai- 
tion  of  the  ^mlenan  from  Tenneaaee  was  itscl/  actual* 
ly  t  part  of  a  proposition  before  the  Committee  of  Ways 
tnd  Means.  There  were  a  number  of  memorials  sent 
to  that  House  on  the  subject  of  a  distribution  of  tbe  sur- 
plui  revenue,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
ud  Means.  Beaolutiona  of  State  Legislatures  and  other 
propositioni^  alao  on  the  same  subject,  had  been  referred 
to  tbit  eooMaittee.  Nor  was  that  ail.  That  committee 
btd  reported  on  the  tubjecs  and  the  proposition  of  the 
geatietMA  from  Tennessee  was  only  one  half  of  that  re* 
ported  00  by  that  committee. 

In  tbe  second  place,  the  one  proposition  was  jusi  as 
much  is  order  as  the  other,  for  the  subject  of  both  was 
tbe  niae.  Mr.  C.  did  not  pretend  that  both  were  not  a 
fiobtion  of  tbe  spirit  of  the  rulest  but  inasmuch  as  the 
House  bid  admitted  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
fraa  Tennessee,  it  could  not,  consistently  with  itself,  but 
idait  tbe  cooirerse  of  that  proposition.  If  they  voted 
cooinry  to  the  deciaioo  of  the  Chair,  they  would  be  Tir- 
tuiUf  roting  down  their  own  proposition,  at  least  against 
the  propriety  of  ingrafting  it  upon  this  bill. 

Mr.  WARD  aiid  he  always  felt  disposed  to  sustain  the 
Cbtir,  where  he  could  do  so  consistently;  but  he  regret* 
ted  to  my  that,  in  the  present  instahce,  he  felt  compel* 
led  to  difier  from  its  decision— not,  however,  on  the 
roond  taken  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Yir* 
Siiia[Mr.  llsmcan,]  who  had  taken  the  appeal,  but  on 
tbe  ground  that,  by  the  4l8t  rule  of  the  House,  it  is  ex* 
preiily  laid  down  that  no  motion  or  proposition  on  a 
wbject  different  from  that  under  consideration  ahall  be 
idQitted  **  under  color  of  amendment."  .  Now,  it  was 
cW  to  Mr.  W'a  mind  (and  he  muat  confess  that  he  felt 
DO  little  surprise  that  there  should  be  a  difference  of 
opinioa  on  the  subject)  that  the  proposition  now  sought 
to  be  in^afted  on  this  bill  had  not  even  the  moat  remote 
utlogy  with  it.  Each  waa  of  itself  a  diatinct  and  aub* 
KtQtife  proposition,  having  no  identity  with,  nor  even 
t^eanjig  upon,  the  other.  Would  gentlemen  point  out 
vhtt  possible  affinity  there  was  between  the  plan  for 
^ributiDg  a  surplus  or  supposed  surplut  of  the  public 
revenue  and  the  appropriations  for  tbe  ordinary  ez- 
peoditores  in  fortifications? 

But,  uked  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  before  him, 
[Mr.  Pattov,]  if  tbe  original  amendment  were  admissi- 
ve, wherein  consiated  the  inadmiastbility  of  this  amend- 
ineiU?  Mr.  W.,  for  himielf,  would  give  the  gentleman 
t  retpooie.  He  held  the  one  to  be  just  as  inadmissible 
u  tbe  otber{  and  who  would  contend  that  *'  two  wronga 
nuke  s  right?*'  He  thought  tlie  decision  of  tbe  Chair, 
ut  admitting  the  original  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
^  Tennessee,  an  unsound  one,  and  the  present  ero- 
birruHneot  demonatrated  it.  To  that  amendment  he  had 
J^  iUM  objection  aa  to  the  present,  and  nothing  but  his 
known  disinclination  to  raise  a  question  of  order,  and  the 
^pttklleled  accumulation  of  public  business  to  be  acted 
«n  )Q  the  short  apace  of  four  days,  prevented  his  then 
^ing  an  sppeal  from  the  decision  of  their  presiding 
^cer.    Thus  much  as  to  the  applicability  of  the  rules. 

Mr-  W.  hid,  however,  other  and  atrong  objections, 
applying  both  to  the  original  proposition  and  the  propo- 
*d  ftmendment— objections  which,  though  they  had  no 
''^'^iste  connezton  with  the  point  of  order,  yet  they 
Vtw  out  6f  it.  Without  arrogating  $fi  himself  the  power 
<|<  prescience  aa  to  what  the  ChiefMagistrate  might  do, 
*^ould  Ibis  propoaition  be  adopted  by  the  two  Houses 
01  Congress,  or  without  pretending  to  be  an  exponent 
•nhe  opinions  of  that  venerable  patriot,  j^et  his  princi- 
ptei  ind  sentiments  were  so  well  known  that  every  gen* 
^^n  mutt  acknowledge  that  the  whole  bill  would  be 
i^^P^rded  by  ingrafting  upon  it  this  scheme  of  distribu- 
uoQ.  Let  him  ask,  then,  were  gentlemen  prepared  to 
""use  th^responsibUity  of  defeating  this  bill  altogeth- 


erf  Were  they  willing,  for  the  sake  of  adopting  a  favor- 
ite scheme,  the  policy  of  which  was  at  least  questioned, 
to  hazird  the  loss  of  a  bill,  the  expediency  and  necessity 
of  which  waa  felt  by  all?  Had  gentlemen  ao^soon  for- 
gotten the  labored  and  untiring  efforta  of  members  of 
the  last  Congress  to  relieve  themselves  from  any  partiei" 
pation  in  the  lo«a  of  the  fortification  bill  two  yeara  ago? 
He  repeated  that  he  did  apprehend  the  loss  of  the  bill  if 
this  measure  should  be  ingrafted  on  it,  and  he  appealed 
to  honorable  gentlemen  not  to  do  that  by  an  indirect 
vote  which  they  would  spurn  to  do  directly i  for  an  af- 
firmation of  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  and  the  subse- 
quent  adoption  of  tbe  amendment,  would,  he  insisted,  be 
virtually  a  vole  against  the  bill  itself. 

One  word  aa  to  the  principle  involved  in  the  measure 
itself,  and  Mr.  W.  would  take  hia  seat)  for  tbe  opportu* 
nity  had  gone  by  when  long  speeches  could  be  made. 
He  waa  opposed  to  the  scheme  of  distribution,  aa  provi- 
ded for  by  tbe  amendment.  He  bad  opposed  it  at  tbe 
bat  session,  and  recorded  bis  vote  against  it;  and  he 
never  had,  nor  did  he  believe  he  ever  ahould  have,  cause 
to  regret  that  vote.  A  majority  of  that  House  waa  of  a 
different  opinion,  and  Mr.  W.  waa  compelled  to  yield, 
after  doing  all  that  the  oonatitution  empowered  him  to 
do  to  arrest  its  paasage-^that  of  recording  hia  vote  in  tbe 
negative.  In  cooclusioo,  he  again  mad^  an  earneal  ap- 
peal to  the  Houae  to  reverse  the  decision  of  tbe  Chalri 
for  by  that  alone  could  they  insure  the  pavage  of  tbe 
appropriation  bills  for  the  necessary  wants  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. Should  the  House  affirm  the  decision  of  tbe 
Chair,  and  then  vote  down  the  amendment,  ita  friends, 
under  that  decision,  would  renew  it  on  the  other  appro- 
priation  bills,  and  one  or  all  of  them  would  be  inevitably 
lost.  Mr.  W.-here  enumerated  some  of  the  more  im- 
portant billst  among  which  were,  beaidea  the  fortification 
biU,  the  harbor  bill,  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill,  the 
Cumberland  road  bill,  &c.  For  these  reasons,  thus  has-* 
tily  expressed,  Mr.  W.  ahould  vote  to  reverse  that  de- 
cision! and  he  sincerely  hoped  that,  in  thai  vote,  he 
would  meet  with  the  support  of  a  majority  of  the  House. 

Mr.  HAYNES*  said  he  had  yet  to  learn  that,  when 
a  proposition  had  been  entertained  and  passed  to  dis- 
pose of  the  whole  revenue  of  the  country,  except  the 
sum  of  five  millions  of  dollars,  by  a  distribution  among 
the  States^  it  could  be  out  of  order  to  consider  ik  motion 
to  reduce  that  revenue.  It  waa  the  greatest  absurdity 
to  contend  that,  while  we  had  been  considering  a  plan 
,  to  distribute  the  public  money,  it  was  not  in  order  to  en- 
tertain a  propoaition  to  reduce  or  regulate  its  amount. 
He  said  it  was  obvious  to  him  that  this  scheme  of  distri- 
bution was  intended  to  prevent  any  future  reduction  of 
the  public  revenue.  If  the  point  of  order  now  raised 
shall  be  sustained,  (and  there  seemed  to  be  a  strong 
probability  that  it  would,)  it  would  furnish  conclusive 
evidence  that  the  distributors  were,  in  fact  and  in  prio- 

*  Note  by  Mr.  B. — The  remarks  of  Mr.  Hatxks  were 
made  upon  a  question  of  order.  That  queation  of  order 
was  this:  Mr.  Bill  had  moved  an  amendment  to  diatrib- 
ute,  upon  the  principles  of  the  deposite  act  of  the  laat 
session,  the  surplus  revenue  over  five  millions  of  dollars, 
which  might  be  in  the  Treaaury  on  the  lat  of  January 
next.  After  that  amendment  had  been  adopted,  and 
one  offered  by  Mr.  Mavv,  of  New  York,  to  regulate  its 
deposite  by  the  standard  of  representation  established 
for  the  reguliition  of  direct  taxes,  had  been  rejected, 
Mr.  Cajcbrblxito  offered  an  amendment  to  reduce  the 
tariff  of  duties  on  foreign  imports.  Mr.  Caxbkxl- 
xwo's  proposition  was  objected  to,  as  out  of  order.  I'liat 
objection  was  sustained  by  a  majority  of  the  House,  and 
justices  and  sustains  the  position  taken  by  Mr.  HATvsa, 
that  the  distributing  party  intend  that  the  public  reve- 
nue shall  never  be  reducedi  if  they  can  prevent  it. 
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ciple,  opposed  to  any  redaction  of  the  revenue  what- 
ever. 

He  would  now  take  leave  to  warn  Southern  gentle- 
men, those  whose  constituents  were  opposed  to  a  high 
tariff  and  system  of  distribution,  that  they  were  making 
common  cause  with  a  psrty  utterly  and  entirely  opposed 
to  a  reduction  of  (he  tariff;  as  they  were  also  opposed 
to  any  and  every  diminution  of  the  public  revenue. 

The  point  of  order  was  then  further  discussed  by 
Messrs.  MERCER,  PARKER,  and  REED. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  appeal,  and  decided 
in  the  negative:  Yeas  94,  nays  97,  as  follows: 

YsAB— Messrs.  Alford,  Ash,  Barton,  Beale,  Bean, 
Black,  Bockee,  Bouldin,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Burns, 
Cambreleng,  Chaney,  Chapman,  Chapin,  J.  F.  H.  Clai- 
borne, Cleveland,  Coles,  Connor,  Cramer,  Crary,  Cush- 
man,  Dawson,  Doobleday,  Dromgoole,  Dunjap,  Fair- 
field, Fry,  Fuller,  James  Garland,  Gholson,  Oillet,  Gra- 
ham, Grantland,  Grayson,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Hamer, 
Hannegan,  A.  G.  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Uaynes,  Hazel» 
tine,  Holt,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Jarvis,  Cave  John- 
son, J.  W.  Jones,  Benjamin  Jones,  Klingensmith,  Lane, 
Lansing,  Lawler,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Leonard, 
Lewi^,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Abijah  Mann,  Mar- 
tin, William  Mason,  McKay,  McKeon,  McKim,  Mont- 
gomery, Moore,  Morgan,  Owens,  Parks,  Patterson, 
Patton,  Franklin  Pierce,  Phelps,  Pinckney,  Joseph 
Reynolds,  Rogers,  Seymour,  Shields,  Shinn,  Sickles, 
Thomas;  John  Thomson,  Toucey,  Turrill,  Vander- 
poel,  Wagener,  Wardwell,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey, 
Yell— 94. 

Nats — Messrs.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Hcman  Allen, 
Anthony,  Bailey,  Beaumont,  Bell,  Bond,  Borden,  Bu- 
chanan Bunch,  John  Calhoon,  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey, 
George  Chambers,  John  Chambers,  Chetwood,  Cbilds, 
Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Corwin,  Crane,  Cushing, 
l)arlington,  Deberry,  Denny,  Elmore,  Evans,  Everett, 
Forester,  Frepch,  Granger,  Graves,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard, 
Hardin,  Harlan,  Harper,  Samuel  8.  Harrison,  Hender- 
son, Hiester,  Herod,  Hoar,  Hubley,  Hunt,  Ingersoll, 
Ingham,  William  Jackson,  Janes,  Henry  Johnson,  Kil- 
gore,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Luke  Les,  Lincoln,  Love,  Job 
Mann,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  McCarty,  Mc Comas,  Mc- 
Keonan,  Mercer,  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Parker,  DuCee 
J.  Pearce,  James  A.  Pearce,  Pearson,  Pettlgrew,  Phil- 
lips, Pickens,  Potts,  Heed,  Rencher,  John  Reynolds, 
Schenck,  William  B.  Shepard,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd, 
Slade,  Sloane,  Sprague,  Standefer,  Steele,  Storer,  Suth- 
erland, Taliaferro,  Waddy  Thompson,  Underwood,  Yin- 
ton,  Wsrd,  Washington,  White,  E.  Whittlesey,.  Lewis 
Williams,  Sherrod  Williams— 97. 

So  the  House  reversed  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  amendment,  as 
amended. 

Mr.  MARTIN  then  submitted  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment: 

*'  That  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  shall  cease  from 
and  aAer  the  passage  of  this  bill,  except  to  actual  set- 
tlers upon  the  public  land,  upon  such  rules  and  regula- 
tions  as  shall  be  presented  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
uryi  with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  which  shall  not  be  inconsistent  with  the  fol- 
lowing instructions: 

**  1st.  That  no  one  settler  shall  purchase  a  larger  quan- 
tity than  two  sections. 

"2d.  That  two  years'  residence  upon  the  land,  after  the 
purchase,  shall  be  necessary,  and  shall  be  satisfactorily 
proven  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  before  the  pat- 
ent issues. 

*<3d.  That  the  price  of  the  public  lands  to  the  settler 
shall  be  regulated  as  follows:  To  the  purchaser  of  a 
quantity  of  hknd  not  exceeding  one  quarter  aection,  fifty 
cents  per  screj  not  exceeding  one  half  section,  seventy. 


five  cents  per  acref  and  to  the  purellaser  of  a  section, 
or  more,  one  dollar  and  twenty-nve  cents  per  acre." 

The  CHAIR  decided  this  amendment  to  be  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  MARTIN  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  Chiir, 
and  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordertd, 
and  were:  Yeas  116,  nays  68,  as  follows: 

YxAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Alford,  Chilton  Allan,  Heinan 
Allen,  Anthony,  Bailey,  Barton,  Beale,  Bell,  Bockef, 
Bond,  Borden,  Bouldin,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  John  Cil- 
boon,  Campbell,  Carter,  George  Chambers,  John  Chtm< 
hers,  Chaney,  Chetwood,  Childs,  Nathaniel  ff.  Clii* 
borne,  Clark,  Connor,  Corwin,  Crane,  Coskting,  Dar- 
lington, Dawson,  Deberry,  Denny,  Elmore,  Evans,  Et* 
erett,  Foreater,  French,  Graham,  Granger,  Graves, 
Grayson,  Grennell,  Haley,  Hiland*  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin, 
Harlan,  Harper,  Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Hisel- 
tine,  Henderson,  Hieater,  Herod,  Hoar,  Hubley,  Hunt, 
Huntsman,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  William  Jackson,  Joseph 
Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Kennon,  KUgore,  Laportr, 
Lawrence,  Lay,  Luke  Lea,  Lincoln,  Love,  Job  M»nn, 
Samson  Mason,  Maury,  McCarty,  McComas,  McKen- 
nan,  \lercer,  Montgomery,  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Par- 
ker, Dtttee  J.  Pearce,  James  A.  Pearce,  Pearson,  Pet> 
tigrew)  Phillips,  Pickens,  Potts,  Reed,  Rencher,  Ro- 
gers, Schenck,  William  B.  Shepard,  Auguitine  H. 
Shepperd,  Slade,  Sloane,  Sprague,  Standefer,  Steele, 
Storer,  Sutherland,  Taliaferro,  Underwood,  Vinton, 
Ward,  Wardwell,  Washington,  Webster,  White,  Eliitti 
Whittlesey,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Wiilismi, 
Sherrod  Williams,  Toung-s-116. 

NATS—Messra.  Ash,  Bean,  Beaumont,  BUck,  Boree, 
tooyd.  Burns,  Cambreleng,  Casey,  Chspinan,  CbaptPi 
J.  P.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Coles,  Cramer,  Cusliiran, 
Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap.  Fairfield,  Fry,  Fuller, 
James  Garland,  Gholson,  Giliet,*Grantbind,  Joseph  Hall, 
Hamer,  Hannegan,  Albert  G.  Harrison,  Hsynes^  Holt, 
Huntington,  Jsrvis,  Cave  Johnson,  Henry  Johnson, 
Klingenamith,  Lane,  Lannng,  Lawler,  Gideon  Lee, 
Leonard,  Lewis,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lyon,  Abijah  Uann, 
Martin,  W.  Mason,  McKay,  McKim,  Moore,  Morgan, 
Patterson,  Patton,  Franklin  Pierce,  Phelps,  Pinckney, 
John  Reynolds,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Seymour,  Shinn,  StC' 
kles,  John  Thomson,  Toucey,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel, 
Yell— 68. 

So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  vst  affirmed  by  the 
House. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  aa  amended  by  Mr. 
Bill,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Teas  110,  ntys  84. 

So  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

I'he  next  and  last  amendment  made  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  coming  up  on  the  question  of  concur* 
rence,  was  the  appropriation  of  $40,000  for  fortific«' 
tions  at  the  mouth  of  Connecticut  river. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  McKAT,  expressing 
his  opposition  to  the  appropriation  at  this  time,  on  th< 
ground  that  a  survey  had  not  yet  been  made, 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment  was 
non«concurred  in. 

The  Question  then  recurred  on  the  engrossment  ol 
the  bill  ror  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEI/  called  for  the  yeas  sod  nsys 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  PATTON  said  be  desired  to  say  a  few  words  be 
fore  the  question  was  taken,  not  for  the  purpose  of  dtr 
cussing  the  principlea  of  the  depoaite  act,  but  for  the 
purpose  of  explaining  distincUy  tbe  grounds  of  the  v('^< 
he  was  about  to  give,  and  which  might  perhaps  otnrr 
wise  be  misunderstood.  I  was  on«c  of  (hose,  Mr.  Spf^''' 
cr,  (said  Mr.  P.,)  who  zealously  and  strenuously  suppon^ 
ed  the  bill  of  the  last  ses&ion,  directing  the  drpostte  or 
the  surplus  revenue  with  the  SUtes.    I  consitkred  il  »o^ 
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mtended  it  bonafide  at  a  deposite,  and  not  as  a  distribu- 
tion; ind  in  that  point  of  view^  and  looking  to  the  actual 
drcumstances  in  which  we  were  placed,  I  then  thought 
it  ft  most  salutarr*  necessary,  and  constitutional  measure. 
I  bare  teen  nothing  and  heard  nothing  which  has  at  all 
shaken  my  confidence  in  the- wisdom  oT  that  law;  concur- 
ring fuliy  in  the  denunciations  against  any  system  of  rais- 
isg  revenue  for  the  purpose  of  distribution  as  inexpe- 
dient, unjust,  and  unconstitutional,  I  am  utterly  unable 
to  comprehend  the  force  or  justice  of  the  effort  which 
is  nude  to  apply  these  denunciations  to  a  measure  which 
proposes  to  deposite  with  the  States  that  revenue  which 
b«i  been  unnecessarily  taken  from  the  pockets  of  the 
people,  which  it  is  found  impossible  to  expend,  even  by 
the  most  liberal  appropriations  of  evtry  kind,  and  which, 
if  not  tbtts  depoaited,  must  remain  deposited  with  nu- 
merous banks,  and  the  benefit  of  this  common  property 
of  the  whole,  in  the  aliape  of  interest^  discounts,  &c.,  be 
employed  by  those  immediately  interested  in  those  insti- 
tutions, instead  of  being  placed  in  such  a  situation,  under 
the  control  of  the  Legislatures  of  each  State,  that  the 
beotfits  and  advantages  of  these  funds,  unnecessarily  and 
Knproperly  drawn  from  the  people,  may  be,  to  some  ex- 
tent, and  to  a  very  considerable  extent,  diffused  among 
those  from  whom  it  was  impro|Arly  taken.  All  the  dec- 
lumatioo  which  has  been  written  and  spoken,  all  the  ap- 
prehensions which  have  been  expressed  as  to  the  danger 
of  cocrupting  toe  people  and  the  States,  and  laying  them 
proitrste  at  the  footstool  of  this  Government,  are  bug- 
bears which  do  not  frighten  me  in  the  least.  I  have,  there- 
fore, no  difficulty  whatever  in  sustaining  the  principle  of 
tbe  deposite  act,  and  renewing  its  provisions,  for  the  dis* 
position  of  a  surplus,  which  accumulates  in  spile  of  all  the 
fffortsl  can  make  to  repeal  or  modify  those  unjust  and 
oppressive  laws  by  which  this  surplus  is  raised.  Ft  is,  in 
mj  opinion,  the  best  possible  disposition  that  can  be 
Qtide  of  such  a  surplus.  While  these  are  my  opinions, 
Ibive  voted  against  the  introduction  of  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  to  this  bill. 
I  think  it  an  inappropriate  place  for  the  law.  This  is  a 
blii  making  the  ref^ular  and  ordinary  appropriations  for 
tbe  completing  and  armament  of  our  fortifications.  It  is 
itrlctly  an  appropriation  bill{  and  the  practice  is  very  ir- 
feguiar,  and  will  be  productive  of  great  confusion  and 
iBiicbitf  in  our  legislation,  if  subjects  so  incongruous, 
measures  so  various  and  inconsistent  with  each  other, 
Khali  be  jumbled  together,  and  especially  if  the  ordinary 
and  annual  appropriatioo  bills  shall  be  made  the  bssia  on 
^hicb  to  pile  sets  of  original  legislation,  distinct  and  in- 
dependent of  the  annual  provisions  for  satisfying  demands 
created  by  past  and  permanent  laws.  This  is  one  rea- 
son for  my  voting  against  the  amendment  offered  by  the 
l^ntleman  from  Tennessee.  I  had  a  further  objection: 
jbe  present  Congress  goes  out  of  existence  in  a  few  days; 
before  the  emergency  contemplated  by  the  amendment 
can  exist,  a  new  Congress  will  have  assembled.  As  yet, 
't  xunceitain  whether  there  will  be  any  surplus;  and  it 
*il]  be  time  enough,  when  Cong^ess  meets  here  next 
pecember,  to  dispose  of  the  surplus,  if  it  shall  then  ex- 
^^t  u  that  Congress  may  think  right. 

This  measure,  therefore,  seems  to  me  to  be  premature, 
unnecessary,  and  not  altogether  delicate  to  our  succes- 
'o^Si  and  although  it  is  very  probable,  nay,  almost  cer- 
^^i  if  I  should  be  here  at  that  time,  and  should  find  a 
'*fge  surplus,  that  I  should  be  in  favor  ef  such  a  dispo- 
>ition  of  it  as  is  contemplated  by  the  amendment,  still  it 
deemed  to  me  better  to  leave  that  matter  to  those  who 
corne  aAer  u",  and  whose  business  it  seems  more  prop- 
^ciy  to  be  than  ours.  My  objections,  then,  to  the  amend- 
'^nt  have  been  on  points  of  form  and  points  of  time, 
lod  not  on  grounds  of  hostility  to  the  deposite  of  an  in- 
evitable surplus  with  the  states,  as  has  been  already 
^^ne.    I  had  some  faint  hopes,  too,  that  some  modifica- 


tion of  the  tariff  would  take  place,  which  would  very 
much  diminish,  if  not  prevent,  any  surplus,  which  pos- 
sibly might  in  some  wsy  b^  impeded  by  the  success  of  a 
deposite  bill.  I  attsch,  however,  very  little  ;weigbt  to 
this  consideration,  no  more  than  F  do  to  the  other  idea, 
that  the  passage  of  this  amendment  will  interfere  with 
the  success  of  the  land  bill  which  has  been  sent  to  us 
from  the  Senate.  If  I  thought  the  passage  of  the  land 
iiill  would  be  impeded  by  the  enactnoentof  this  deposite 
amendment,  it  would  furnish  an  argument  in  favor  of 
that  amendment  which  would  overrule  and  ought  to 
overrule  all  objections  as  to  form  and  time;  for  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  I  consider  that  land  bill  more 
impolitic,  more  pernicious  in  its  practical  operations, 
than  the  strongest  opponents  of  those  measures  think  the 
tariff  and  the  deposite  bill,  and  more  unjust  and  more 
clearly  unconstitutional  than  either  of  them. 

For  these  reasons,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  constantly, 
since  this  amendment  was  proposed,  voted  against  its  in- 
corporation with  the  fortification  bill;  and  when  it  was 
decided  by  you,  and  acquiesced  in  by  the  House,  that 
the  amendment  was  in  order  as  an  amendment  to  this 
bill,  I  very  cheerfully  voted  still  further  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  attaching  to  it  a  bill  to  reduce  the  reve- 
nue by  a  modification  ofthe  tariff.  But  the  House  have 
determined  that  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  is  in  order;  that  it  shall  be  incorporated  with 
this  bill;  and,  the  bill  being  thus  amended,  the  question 
is  now  presented  whether  the  bill  shall,  as  thus  amend- 
ed, be  engrossed;  in  other  words,  whether  the  objections 
to  the  passsge  of  the  deposite  provision  at  this  time  and 
in  this  form  sre  so  strong  that  we  must  sacrifice  the  ap- 
propriations for  the  fortifications;  whether  we  shall  rather 
make  no  provision  for  the  ordinary  and  annual  expenses 
of  completing  and  improving  the  defences  of  the  coun- 
try, than  give  our  sanction  to  the  deposite  provision. 
While  I  have  opposed  the  introduction  of  this  amend- 
ment, for  the  reasons  above  stated,  although  T  woukl 
have  voted  against  the  passage  of  a  distinct  bill  for  the 
purpose  Contained  in  the  amendment,  as  being  prema- 
ture, unnecessary  at  this  time,  and  perhaps  somewhat  in- 
delicate to  the  next  Congress,  still  my  objections  to  the 
deposite  provision  are  not  such  as  to  warrant  me  in  re- 
fusing to  give  my  vote  for  it,  when  the  alternative  is 
either  to  vote  for  that,  or  to  vote  against  the  appropria- 
tions for  keeping  up,  completing,  and  arming  our  fortifi- 
cations. I  shall  not  hesitate,  therefore,  to  vote  for  en- 
grossing the  bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill,  and  decided  in  thealErnnative,  112  to  70,  as  follows: 

Ybas — Messrs.  Adams,  Alford,  Chilton  Allan,  Heman' 
Allen,  Anthony,  Bailey,  Bell,  Bond,  Boon,  Borden, 
Bouldin,  Briggs,  Bunch,  John  Calhoon,  Campbell,  Car- 
ter, Casey,  George  Chambers,  John  Chambers,  Childs, 
Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Connor,  Cor  win.  Crane, 
Cushing,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Denny,  Elmore, 
Evans,  Everett,  Forester,  French,  James  Garland,  Gra- 
ham, Granger,  Graves,  Grayson,  Grennell,  Haley,  Hiland 
Hall,  Hard,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Harper,  Samuel  S.  Harri- 
son, Hazeltine,  Henderson,  Hiester,  Herod,  Hoar,  Hunt, 
Huntsman,  IngersoU,  William  Jackson,  Henry  Johnson, 
Kilgore,  L^ne,  Laporte,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Luke  Lea, 
^ewis,  Lincoln,  Love,  Lyon,  Job  Mann,  Samson  Mason, 
Maury,  McCarty,  McComas,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Mont- 
gomery, Morris,  Parker,  Patton,  Dutee  J.  Pearce, 
James  A.  Pearce,  Pearson,  Pettigrew,  Phelp9,  Phillips, 
Pickens,  Potts,  Reed,  Rencher,  John  Reynolds,  R6b- 
ertson,  William  B.  Shepard,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd, 
Shields,  Slade,  Sloane,  Sprague,  Standefer,  Steele, 
Storer,  Sutherland,  Taliaferro,  Waddy  Thompson,  Un- 
derwood, Vinton,  Washington,  White,  Eliaha  Whittle- 
sey, Thomas  T.  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams  Sherrod 
Williams,  Young— 112. 
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Nats— Mettn.  Aab»  Beale,  Bean,  Beaumont,  Black, 
Bockee,  Bqyd,  Brown,.  Burns,  Cambreleng,  Chaney, 
Chapman,  John  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Cleveland,  Colei, 
Cramer,  Cushman,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  DunUp, 
Fairfield,  Fry,  Fuller,  GhoUon,  Gillet,  Grantland,  Jo- 
teph  Hall,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  Albert  G.  Harrison, 
Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holt,  Huntington,  Jarvis,  Joseph 
Johnson,  Cave  Johnson,  Klingensmith,  Lansing,  Lawler, 
Gideon  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  Abijab 
Mann,  Martin,  William  Mason,  McKay,  McKim,  Moore, 
Owens,  Parks,  Franklin  Pierce,  Pinckney,  Joseph 
Reynolds,  Rogers,  Schenck,  Seymour,  Shinn,  Sickles, 
Smith,  Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Toucey,  Turrill,  Van- 
derpoel,  Wsgener,  Wardwell,  Yell— 70. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELEN6,  the  bill  (having 
been  previously  engrossed)  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

^  On  motion  of  Mr.  BELL,  the  title  of  the  bill  was  so 
amended  as  to  add  to  the  end  the  words  "and  for  other 
purposes.** 

The  House  adjourned,  at  ten  o'clock. 

MOVSAT,  FaBBVART  27. 

This  being  petition  day,  Mr.  CAMBRELENG  Faid 
that  as  there  were  only  two  days  left  on  which  bills  could 
be  passed  between  the  two  Houses,  'and  as  it  was  usual, 
at  the  close  of  the  session,  for  gentlemen  to  lay  their 
petitions  on  the  table,  because  no  action  could  be  had 
thereon,  he  would  move  a  suspension  of  the  rule  for  the 
purpose  of  proceeding  with  the  consideration  of  the  ap- 
propriation bills. 

Mr.  A.  MANN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that 
motion. 

Mr.  Adams  aald  he  hoped  the  motion  would  not  pre* 
vail.  This  was  the  last  day  on  which  petitions  could  be 
presented,  and  he  had  a  number  in  his  possession  which 
he  was  very  desirous  to  present. 

Mr.  HAYNES  rose  to  a  question  of  order.  He  in- 
quired whether  a  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  was  deba- 
table. 

The  CHAIR  said  it  was  not. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  moved  a  call  of  the  House;  which 
^as  not  ordered. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  hoped  that'the  yeas  and  nays  would 
be  taken  on  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rule,  this  being 
the  last  day  for  the  presentation  of  petitions^  but  they 
were  not  ordered. 

And  the  question  on  the  motion  to  suspend  was  ta- 
ken, and  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  113,  nays  21. 

So  the  rule  was  suspended. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  House  resolv- 
ed itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  (Mr.  Pibbos,  of  New  Hampshire,  in  the 
chair,)  on  the  appropriation  bills  generally. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  moved  that  the  committee  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  No.  895,  being  the 
old  harbor  bill. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  hoped  the  committee  would  not 
take  up  that  bill.  He  moved  that  the  committee  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Gov 
emment  for  the  year  1837. 

And,  the  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
SuTBBBLAiTD  to  procced  to  the  consideration  of  the  old 
harbor  bill,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  76, 
nays  65. 

HARBOR  BILL. 

The  bill  having  been  read  through, 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  said  he  wished  simply  to  re- 
mark to  the  committee  that  this  bill  made  appropria- 
tions for  no  new  works,  nor  was  it  his  intention  to  offer 
any. 


Mr.  CHAPTN  moved  aa  amendment  appropmtia|f 
17,000  for  the  continuation  of  the  works  at  BuflTalo  liar- 
bor. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  had  proposed  the  amendment  under 
consideration,  because  an  appropriation  of  seven  thou- 
sand dollars  for  works  at  Buffalo  harbor  was  recom* 
mended  in  the  estimates  of  the  engineer  department 
accompanying  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Mesns,  which  was  wholly  omitted  in  the  bill.  The  har- 
bor bill,  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
provided  for  works  already  commenced  under  the  au- 
thority of  an  act  of  Congres?.  For  all  such  works  appro* 
priations  were  to  be  made  annually  until  they  should  be 
completed,  based  upon  the  estimates  of  the  engineer 
department,  to  whose  charge  and  superintendence  they 
had  been  committed.  The  provisions  of  this  bill  do  not 
correspond  at  all  with  the  estimates  furnished  and  laid 
on  our  tables.  In*  some  instances  the  appropriations 
called  for  are  omitted  altogether,  in  others  they  are 
largely  reduced.  The  aggregate  of  the  estimates  of 
the  department  for  the  year  1837  ansounts  to  the  sum  of 
two  millions  three  hundred  and  twenty-one  thousand 
five  hundred  and  thirty-six  dollars;  the  aggregate  of  the 
appropriations  for  which  provision  is  made  in  the  bill, 
as  reported,  is  the  sum  of  nine  hundrM  and  forty-five 
thousand  dollars,  falling  short  of  what  is  required  by  the 
engineer  department  more  than  one  half.  Represent- 
ing a  district  of  country  that  has  a  deep  interest  in  the 
improvement  of  harbors  on  the  Northern  lakes^  he  could 
not,  consistently  with  a  proper  regard  to  his  duty,  suffer 
the  bill  to  pass  without  ezpreashig  his  dissent  to  the  con- 
clusions of  the  Committee  of  Ways  fnd  Means.  He 
avowed  it  to  be  his  settled  conviction,  that  a  judicious 
expenditure  of  the  public  treasure,  having  proper  reirard 
to  economy  and  the  great  national  objects  to  be  efTect- 
ed  by  the  speedy  completion  of  these  important  works, 
required  that  Congress  should  respond  fully  to  the  calls 
of  th^  engineer  department  by  making  liberal  appro- 
priations. He  had  devoted  much  time  to  the  examina- 
tion of  this  interesting  subject,  and  was  prepared  to 
vote  every  dollar  of  appropriation  to  carry  out  and  com- 
plete the  present  system  of  improving  the  harbors  on  the 
lakes  called  for  by  the  department;  and  he  hoped  the 
various  provisions  of  the  bill,  applicable  to  these  works, 
would  be  amended  accordingly.  In  the  remarks  he  was 
about  to  submit,  he  should  not,  'therefore,  confine  him- 
self exclusively  to  the  consideration  of  the  amendment 
proposed,  but  be  should  tske  a  wider  and  more  com- 
prehensive view  of  the  subject,  in  order  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  this  branch  of  Congress  snd  the  country  to 
the  vast  importance  of  these  improvements,  as  connect- 
ed with  the  internal  commerce  of  the  Northern  and 
Western  States. 

At  this, late  period  of  the  session  he  was  fully  aware 
that  the  time  of  >  the  Ho^se  is  too  precious  to  t>e  con- 
sumed in  debate;  he  could  assure  gentlemen  he  did  not 
intend  to  occupy  more  time  than  he  deemed  tndispensa^ 
biy  necessary,  claiming  for  himself  the  privilege — a  very 
common  one— of  presenting  his  views  somewhat  nnore 
in  detail  to  the  country,  tnrough  the  medium  of  the 
press. 

The  offichil  communications  annually  made  to  Con- 
gress by  the  engineer  department,  in  relation  to  the  pub* 
lie  works  under  their  superintendence,  are  justly  entitled 
to  great  considfration.  Indeed,  the  estimates  furnished 
by  the  resident  engineer,  snd  sanctioned  by  the  distin- 
guished officer  at  the  head  of  the  department,  ought  to 
furnish  the  measure  of  such  appropriations^  unless  good 
cause  can  be  shown  why  they  should  not.  It  might  be 
said,  without  hszsrd  of  contradiction,  there  is  not  to  be 
found  in  the  public  service  a  class  of  officers  more  in- 
telligenf,  vigilant,  truatworthy,  and  patriotic,  than  th« 
corps  of  the  United  States  engineers.    Combining  6ci« 
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'  ence  with  praetteal  experience,  and  an  inttniate  knowl- 
ed|^e  of  the  nktigation  and  commerce  of  the  country, 
tbey  we  eminently  fitted  for  the  discharge  of  the  public 
frasti  confided  to  them.  Their  estimatea  for  appropr'i- 
itioni  are  foafided,  without  exception,  upon  actual  lur- 
veys  and  examinations  made  on  the  ground,  and  furnish 
the  most  accufate  and  satisfactory  information  that  can 
ht  icqaired  oA  the  subject.  For  one,  he  had  great  con- 
fidence in  these  estimates,  ^nd  he  hoped  the  House 
WGuU  flustain  the  call  of  the  department. 
It  if  a  part  of  the  system  of  national  protection  to  pro* 

I  fide  for  the  improvement  and  construction  of  harbors. 
They  are  works  of  great  importance,  and  of  public  util- 
ity, clearly  within  the  scope  of  the  constitutional  powers 

I  of  Confren,  and  the  legitimate  objects  of  national  legisla- 
tion. The  General  Government  derives  revenue  from 
commerce,  in  which  the  States,  as  such,  cannot  participate. 
The  improvement  of  the  harbors  on  the  lakes  having  be- 

I  come,  therefore,  a  part  of  the  settled  policy  of  the  United 
S^te^  it  seems  to  be  just  that  expenditures  for  necessa- 
ry Works  ihoold  be  commensurate  to  the  increasing 
commerce  of  the  country  snd  the  magnitude  of  the  in- 
terratf  involved.  Vast  numbers  of  enterprising  citizens 
bire  embarked  in  the  commerce  of  these  inland  seas, 
tinder  the  reasonable  expectation  that  Congress  will 
Bake  adequate  appropriations  to  finish  the  works  al- 
ready begun,  and  authorize  others  where  they  are  need- 
^  by  Which  means  the  dangers  of  navigation  will  be 
diminished,  and  the  facilities  of  trade  increased.  Such 
expenditures  are  no  longer  to  be  regarded  as  of  partial, 
local,  or  doubtfiil  benefit.     They  are  objects  of  vast  na- 

,   tional  importance,  affecting,  to  a  large  extent,  the  inter- 

m!  trade  of  the   States  of  New  York,   Pennsylvanis, 

Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Michigan,  and  the  Territory 

of  Wriconsin,  whose  shores  are  washed  by  theae^  lakes. 

The  strongest  argument  that  can  be  suggested  in  sup- 

I   port  of  liberal  appropriations  for  these  public  works  re- 

i  toiti  from  a  rimple  narrative  of  facts,  showing  the  in- 
crcMc  of  the  commerce  and  navigation  on  the  lakes,  ft 
vould  be  instructive  to  present  them  somewhat  in  de- 
It  l»  u  connected  with  the  present  argument,  and  for 
wturc  reference. 

In  1828,  about  the  period  when  the  present  system  of 
improving  the  harbors  on  the  lakes  commenced,  the 
ro«  revenue  collected  in  the  district  of  Oswego,  aa  as- 
certained from  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  was  only 
^  65;  m  1835  it  was  t36,424  49;  and  in  1836  it  ex- 
^ed  952,000.  In  the  district  of  Genesee,  in  1838, 
n^e  cuattmis  collected  were  onlv  #131  26|  in  1835, 
926,Ori  74,  and  In  1836  they  amounted  to  $60,000. 

h  appears  firom  the  transactions  of  the  custom-house 
It  Osvego,  for  1836,  that  the  aggregate  of  American 
jeiieia  entered  was  87,745  tons;  of  the  same  cleared, 
53,323  tons.  The  aggregate  of  foreign  vessels  entered 
vt9  61,947  tons;  of  the  same  cleared,  60,554  tons. 

Daring  the  past  year,  26,998,697  pounds  of  merchan- 
di«  were  received  at  OsWegoi  of  this  amount,  16,039,226 
pounds  were  destined  to  Canada  and  the  upper  lakes. 
Jbere  were  alao  received  during  the  same  year  292,444 
feet  of  as  wed  lumber,  36,317  feet  of  limber,  and  180,000 
buihela  of  foreign  wheat. 

Thfre  was,  alao,  shipped  on  the  canal  from  Oswego, 
"» 1836,  72,239,084  pounds  of  property  paying  toll  by 
*»?ht;  8,390,948  feet  of  sawed  lumber,  and  192,113 
fe«t  of  timber. 

In  drseusaing  a  subject  of  such  vast  importance  to 
u^e  people  of  the  United  States,  it  is  innposiible  to  keep 
put  or  Tiew  the  immense  extent  and  cost  of  the  internal 
"nproTcments,  projected,  commenced,  and  finished,  un- 
P«r  the  authority  of  the  several  State  Governments,  and 
in  the  provincea  of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  which 
™^e  been  or  will  be  brought  to  bear  with  wonderful 
cnect  upon  the  trade,  commerce,  and  general  prosperi- 


ty, of  the  States  and  Territory  bordering  upon  the  lakes. 
The  works  of  the  General  Government,  in  the  opening 
of  harbors,  commence  where  the  internal  improvements 
of  the  Stalea  terminate.  New  avenues  for  commerce  in 
the  fertile  regions  of  the  West  are  opening  almost  daily. 
The  canals  and  railroads  are  the  commercial  channels 
leading  to  and  frofn  the  lakes.  Most  of  the  barborv 
named  in  the  bill  on  your  table  are  the  points  of  the 
actual  or  proposed  terminations  of  such  canals  or  rail- 
roads. The  people  of  the  States  do,  therefore,  expect 
that  the  General  Government  wiU  provide  for  the  pro- 
tection of  shipping  against  the  winds  and  waves,  while 
receiving  aAd  discharging  their  cargoes,  bf  the  con- 
struction of  piers,  and  by  causing  the  obstructions  to  be 
removed  at  the  entrance  of  harbors. 

In  1832  there  were  about  10  sail  of  vessels,  and  only 
1  steamboat,  on  all  the  upper  laket.  In  1836  there 
were  39  steamboats,  3  ships,  6  brigs,  and  147  schoonerf 
and  sloops,  with  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  25,206  tons; 
13  steamboats  of  the  largest  class,  and  numerous  other 
vessels,  are  now  on  the  atocks,  which  will  be  ready  for 
the  opening  of  navigation  in  the  spring. 

During  the  past  year,  there  were  810  arrival*,  and 
the  same  number  of  clearances  of  steamboats^  and  1,047 
arrivals  of  ships,  brigs,  schooners,  and  sloops,  and  the 
same  number  of  clearances,  at  the  harbor  of  BuflTalo, 
with  an  aggregate  of  642,060  tons.  During  the  ssime 
Season  there  were  108,000  passengers  going  west  from 
Buffalo  in  steamboats.  The  returns  of  the  collector  of  ca- 
nal tolls  at  Buff*alo,  in  1836,  show  an  increase  of  seventy 
per  cent,  of  merchandise  and  property  sent  beyond  the 
State  of  New  York  throtigh  the  Erie  canal,  and  an  in- 
crease of  tolls  collected  there  of  nearly  fifty  per  cent. 

[Mr.  MaacKS  rose  and  inquired  whether  the  appro- 
priation for  Buffalo  harbor  was  recommended  by  the  en- 
gineer department.]  * 

Mr.  C.  said  he  had  so  stated  in  the  outset,  and  that  he 
had  no  further  knowledge  of  its  necessity  than  such 
estimate,  which  he  again  referred  to. 

The  following  atatement,  which  was  believed  (o  be 
authentic,  exhibits  the  astonishing  increase  of  the  com- 
merce of  Chicago  and  Toledo: 

'*  At  Chicago,  in  1833,  were  but  four  arrivals  from 
the  lower  lakes,  viz:  2  brigs  snd  2  schooners,  say  700 
tons.  In  1835  there  were  alfout  250  arrivals,  nearly  all 
of  which  were  achooners,  averaging  about  90  tons  bur- 
den each,  or  22,500  tons  in  all.  In  1836,  the  first  ar- 
rival was  the  18th  day  of  April.  From  that  time 
to  the  1st  day  of  December,  226  days,  456  vessels  (4^ 
steamboats,  10  ships  and  barques,  2  brigs,  363  schoon- 
ers, and  8  sloops)  arrived,  averaging  47,550  tons,  aa 
foUowa:  85  ships,  steamboats,  barques,  and  brigs,  at  350 
tons  each,  21,250  tons;  363  schooners,  at  100  tons  each, 
(many  of  them  carry  150  to  200  tons,)  36,300  tons— of 
57,S50  tons  in  all,  without  including  the  aloops.  To 
give  a  more  concise  view  of  the  increase  of  our  com- 
merce for  the  years  above  named,  we  place  it  in  the 
following  order: 

Year.  No.  of  airtTalf .  Arerace  tonnage. 

1833  4  700 

1835  250  22,500 

1836  456  57,5S0 
"  As  there  are  several  veasels  now  on  the  way  which 

will  arrive  here  this  season,  we  may  aafely  state  the  ton- 
nage at  60,000|  being  an  increase  of  59,300  tons  in  three 
years. 

•<  Toledo  dates  ita  birth  aa  a  town  in  June,  1834.  At 
that  period  the  apace  occupied  by  its  present  site,  with 
the  exception  of  one  or  two  small  clearings,  was  a  dense 
forest.  Its  population  acarcely  amounted  to  150.  Not 
a  steamboat  of  the  larger  clasa  entered  the  Maumee 
river  that  year,  except  the  Daniel  Webster,  which  came 
I  In  on  her  laat  trip  in  November.    But  few  ateamboats  or 
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Lake  Erti. 
Improvement  of  Black  Rock  harbor. 
Improvement  ofBuflTalo  harbor,     • 
Improvement  of  Dunkirk  harbor  - 
Improvement  of  Cattaraugus  creek. 
Improvement  of  Portland  harbor, 
Improving  the  harbor  of  Erie, 
Improving  the  harbor  of  Conneaut, 


acbooners  (we  have  not  the  means  of  a  precise  compu- 
tation) entered  the  succeeding  year,  1835.  In  1836, 
from  the  opening  to  the  close  of  navigation,  there  were, 
exclusive  of  the  small  steamboats  that  ply  daily  between 
this  and  Detroit,  601  arrivals,  viz:  690  steamboats  and 
211  schooners,  averaging  118,600  tons,  as  fullows:  390 
steamboats,  at  250  tons  each,  97,500  tons,  211  schoon- 
ers, 100  tons  each,  21,190  tons— making  in  all  118,600 
tons." 

Detroit,  Milwaukee,  Michigan  city,  and  numerous 
other  places  of  less  importance,  on  the  borders  of  these 
lakes,  are  making  astonishing  advances  in  trade,  wealth, 
and  population.  It  is  said,  upon  good  authority,  that 
223  vessels  discharged  cargoes  at  Milwaukee  durin^^  the 
last  season.  The  census  of  this  town  was  taken  under  the 
act  of  Congress  organizing  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin, 
and  the  population  was  ascertained  to  number  1,300, 
where,  eighteen  months  before,  there  were  but  two 
families.  These  facts  are  surprising,^  even  to  those  who 
live  in  this  age  of  wonders.  Every  where  in  the  vast 
fertile  regions  of  the  West,  the  country  is  advancing  with 
railroad  velocity,  outstripping  the  calculations  of  the 
wildest  enthusiast.  The  lake  coast  of  New  York  And 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  northern  part  of  Ohio,  have  more 
than  doubled  in  population  within  the  last  eight  years, 
since  the  General  Government  began  the  construction  of 
harbors;  and  Michigan  has  increased  from  a  population 
of  about  twenty  thousand,  to  upwards  of  two  hundred 
thousand  soulst  from  a  wilderness,  to  a  comparatively 
dense  population  of  enterprising  and  industrious  citi- 
zens. 

It  is  impossible,  at  the  present  day,  to  assign  limits  to 
the  future  population  and  wealth  of  the  States  bordering 
upon  the  Western  lakes.  Their  productive  industry, 
owing  to  the  fertility  of  the  soil  and  other  natural  ad- 
vantHges,  will  soon  equal  that  of  any  other  portion  of  the 
United  States  of  the  like  extent.  The  lakes,  which  are 
the  natural  avenues  for  their  trade,  are  destined  to  be 
covered  with  vessels  engaged  in  an  active  and  profitable 
commerce. 

A  project  has  been  set  on  foot  to  overcome  the  Falls 
of  St.  Mary,  and  open  the  navigation  of  Lake  Superior, 
which,  it  IB  believed,  may  be  accomplished  at  a  compara* 
lively  trifling  expense,  as  it  will  require  but  three  locks 
of  seven  feet  lift  each,  and  a  canal  of  less  than  a  mile  in 
length.  By  this  means,  more  than  twelve  hundred 
miles  of  coast  navigation  would  be  added  to  the  present. 

The  whole  amount  appropriated,  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  improvement  of  the  harbors  on  the  North- 
ern lakes  to  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
was  one  million  two  hundred  and  ninety-eight  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty  dollars  and  eighteen  cents. 
This  sum  has  been  applied  to  the  following  improve- 
ments: 

Lakb  Oxtabio. 
Sackett's  Harbor,    .... 
Improvements  of  the  mouth  of  Black  river, 
Salmon  river,  .... 

Pier  and  mole  at  Oswego,   ... 
Improvement  at  Big  Sodus  bay. 
Improvement  of  Genesee  river. 
Improvement  of  Oak  Orchard  creek. 


f6,000  00 

5,000  00 

10,000  00 

149.820  87 

116,620  00 

113,395  00 

5,000  00 


^05,835  87 


•  $52,098  00 

-  139,594  00 

-  62.743  93 

-  15,000  00 

-  10,000  00 

-  97,858  43 

•  30,305  65 


Improving  the  harbor  of  Ashtabula 
Improvement  of  Cunningham  creek, 
Improvement  of  Grand  river 
Improving  the  harbor  of  Cleveland 
Improvement  of  Black  river 
Improvement  of  Union  river, 
Pier  at  La  Plaisance  bay,  • 
River  Raisin  ship  canal,    • 


LaXX  MiCBlGAX. 

Improving  the  harbor  of  Chleago, 
Improving  the  harbor  of  St.  Joeeph's,    - 
Improving  the  harbor  of  Michigan  city,  - 


948.149  75 
9,781  12 
45,598  29 
62.557  15 
51,794  77 
33,208  71 
19,713  91 
45,000  00 


^23.403  31 


$122,601  00 

^20,000  00 

20,000  00 

$163,601  00 


The  expenditures  mentioned  in  the  above  tabular  itate- 
roent,  it  ahould  be  borne  in  mind,  are  for  works  esteod* 
ing  along  a  ctfast  navigation  of  twelve  hundred  miUi, 
where,  prior  to  1828,  no  good  harbors  existed  on  the 
main  land,  except  at  the  extremities  of  Lake  Erie  and 
Lake  Ontario.  Then,  a  trip  from  Buffalo  to  Detroit  wM 
considered  as  dangerous  as  crossing  the  Atlantic— rei- 
sets  being  often  compelled,  by  audden  storms  and  ad- 
verse winds,  when  they  had  nearly  reached  the  place  of 
destination,  in  order  to  avoid  being  wrecked  on  the 
coast,  to  put  back,  and  make  the  port  from  which  tbey 
had  sailed.  Now,  vessels  of  all  descriptions  cross  Like 
Erie  with  almost  aa  little  danger  as  they  ascend  the  Hud- 
son. The  change  has  been  wrought  by  the  appropria* 
tions  alluded  to.  Already  twelve  good  bsrbors  bare 
been  created  on  Lake  Erie  and  three  on  Lake  Ontario. 
These  have  been  generally  made  by  removing  the  bar  at 
the  entrance  of  the  harbors  and  by  constructing  pien 
of  wood  and  stone  to  break  the  force  of  the  waves,  and 
prevent  the  accumulation  of  sand  and  gravel  in  the  cbin* 
nels.  This  experiment  has  proved  entirely  succeisful. 
The  object  of  the  appropriations  now  asked  for  is,  m 
moat  caaes^  to  make  these  siruclures  permanent;  m 
some  few  others,  it  is  to  remove  the  bar  between  toe 

No  good  harbors  now  exist  on  Lake  Michigan.  This 
fact  accounts  for  the  destruction  of  human  lives  snd  the 
loss  of  property  which  occurred  on  those  waters  dunnK 
the  past  season.  It  is  computed  that  property  to  the 
value  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  was  destroyed  by 
one  storm,  at  and  near  Chicago,  which  was  entirely 
owing  to  the  impossibility  of  passing  over  the  s»nd  bar 
at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  between  the  piers.  The  fol- 
lowing extract  from  the  meuage  of  Governor  Dodjje,  to 
the  Legislature  of  Wisconsin,  presents  a  clear  and  cor- 
rect view  of  this  branch  of  the  subject: 

«•  The  shipping  interest  of  Lake  Michigso,  for  the  last 
two  years,  has  increaaed  to  a  great  extent,  and  little  nai 
been  done  to  protect  it.  Appropriations  for  the  con- 
struction of  harbors  and  light-houses  are  of  the  first ^i^* 
portance  to  protect  our  commerce,  as  well  as  the  livc> 
of  enterprising  citizens  on  Lake  Michigan.  Many  l>ve*» 
and  property  to  a  large  amount,  have  been  lost,  for  the 
want  of  the  necessary  harbors  on  this  lake.  I  would  s"S* 
gest  the  propriety  of  asking  of  Congress  an  appropria- 
tion sufficient  to  cover  the  expenses  of  surveying  all  Uie 
necessary  harbors  on  Lake  Michigan,  and  the  construc- 
tion of  such  harbors  and  light-houses  at  (he  most  eligible 
situations,  for  the  security  and  protection  of  our  lake 
trade." 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  memorial  of  the 

G<?neral  Assembly  of  Indiana  to  the  present  Congrew, 

asking  an  appropriation  of  one  hundred  thouaand  doi 

lars  for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Michigan  city< 

ndiana: 
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"Thit,  owing  to  iti  natural  and  relative  potition, 
Ltke  Michigan  may  be  emphatically  ityled,  in  its  com- 
mercial importance,  the  Mediterranean  of  North  Ameri- 
ca. The  butinesa  in  this  lake  has  increased  fn  a  ratio 
&r  exceeding  that  of  any  Other  newly-occupied  naviga- 
ble waters.  The  f  mount  of  merchandise  landed  at  the 
diSerent  points  on  the  whole  lake,  it  ta  believed,  would 
not  ftll  short  of  twenty  millions  of  dollars.  The  amount 
hnded  at  Michigan  city  alone  exceeds  three  millions  of 
doUara.  The  losses  sustained  by  damage  to  vessels  and 
merchandise  on  the  lake  during  the  past  year,  which 
mostly  hu  been  for  want  of  harbors,  has  not  been  less 
than  a  million  of  dollars,  to  two  years  past,  more  than 
fifty  fires  have  been  lost,  many  of  them  youngf,  intelli- 
gent, and  promiaing,  who  met  with  a  premature  and 
watery  grave  for  want  of  harbors;  vessels  being  under 
the  necessity  of  encountering  the  severest  gi^les  at  sea, 
vitbout  any  other  hope  than  that  of  being  able  to  outride 
tbe  Moral." 

In  1836,  five  millions  one  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars 
lad  ninety-three  cents,  as  appears  from  the  report  of  the 
Conmissioner  of  the  Land  OfBce,  were  paid  into  the 
Treaiury,  on  the  sales  of  public  lands,  in  the  State  of 
Michigan;  yet  the  bill  before  us  contains  only  th6  pitiful 
aim  of  forty-five  thousand  dollars  for  harbors  in  that 
State.  Thif  is  a  narrow,  illiberal  policv,  unjust  to  the 
(nterpriaiDg  citizefia  who  have  emigratea  from  the  East- 
era  Sutes  to  settle  and  improve  the  public  domain,  and 
BRvortby  the  character  of  a  g^eat  and  powerful  empire. 

The  pioneers  of  the  West  may  be  regarded  as  the  for- 
lorn hope  in  the  march  of  improvement.  Their  lot  is  a  life 
ef  hardship,  privation,  and  enduring  toil,  exposed  alike 
to  the  dangers  of  savage  warfare  and  the  wasting  dis- 
euei  incident  to  all  new  settlements.  They  level  the 
fcrest,  reclaim  the  awamps,  clear  up  and  fence  their 
fums,  subdue  and  fit  the  soil  for  cultivation.  They  en- 
^  the  bounds  of  civilization.  They  may  be  said  to 
Inre  not  for  themaelves,  but  for  their  children^for  the 
pod  of  their  country.  Every  conaideration  of  justice, 
Kaipantty,  and  patriotism,  call  upon  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  to  extend  to  those  hardy,  brave,  enterpri* 
sios  citisens,  who  first  occupy  the  public  lands,  and  con- 
'  vert  a  howling  wilderness  into  fruitful  fields,  to  the  fos- 
tering care  and  protection  of  the  Government.  Open  to 
wem  the  facilitiea  of  trade  with  the  commercial  citiea  on 
o^e  seaboard.  Enable  them  to  send  the  products  of  their 
labor  lo  Market,  'where  they  may  receive  in  exchange 
^e  commoditiea  of  the  Southern  Stated  the  manufac- 
'  tttres  of  New  England,  the  teas  of  China,  and  the  spioea 
of  India,  at  such  reasonable  cost  that  they  may  not  be 
entirely  deprived  of  the  luxuries  of  life  common  to  all 
vho  inhabit  the  old  SUtea  of  the  Unions 

The  expense  of  transportation  from  Buffalo  to  Chica- 
I  t%  Milwaukee,  or  Michigan  city,  daring  the  summer 
"ootha,  is  about  one  dollar  per  barrel  bulk)  later  in  the 
^^>3on,  when  the  weather  becomes  tempestuous,  and  the 
dangers  of  navigation  increase,  the  price  of  freight  ad- 
vances to  four  or  five  dollars  per  barrel  bulk,  which,  of 
c<Hirae,  becomea  a  charge  upon  the  consumer.  This 
eijonnotts  charge  falls  upon  those  least  able  to  bear  itt  it 
nils  Qpon  the  aettlera  on  your  public  lands.  The  charge 
'or  freight  would  be  nearly  uniform,  at  all  aeasons  of 
^guion,  provided  the  harbors  on  Lake  Michigan 
Tere  made  acceaaible  to  ahipping,  and  secure  against 
■lonns.  This  would,  also,  reduce  the  rates  of  insu> 
^l^ce,  which  become,  of  necessity,  a  tax  upon  the  people 
wiheWeat. 

It  hu  long  been  the  settled  policy  of  Great  Britain  to 
extend  her  commerce  whenever  it  can  be  done  with 
pn>fit,  and  to  gain  a  foothold  by  occupying  the  ground 
Widnnce.  With  the  manifest  and  avowed  design  of 
Kcuring  a  poKion  of  the  trade  of  the  rich  agricultural 
States  bordering  on  the  lakes,  the  ParUameiU  of  Upper 


Canada  have  assumed  the  stock  of  the  Welland  canal,  sp 
that  it  has  become  a  provincial  work.  It  is  said,  upon 
good  authority,  that  the  Welland  canal  and  locka  are  to 
l>e  enlarged,  so  as  to  admit  the  passage  of  vessels  of  the 
largest  capacity  that  navigate  the  lakes.  The  British 
Government  is  making  extraordinary  exertions  to  open 
a  navigation  for  ships  around  the  rapids  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence, and  the  work  is  now  in  progresa.  This  impor- 
tant work,  which  is  to  be  constructed  upon  a  magnificent 
scale,  it  is  expected,  will  be  finished  In  two  or  three 
years,  when  an  uninterrupted  communication  will  exist 
between  the  ocean  and  the  Western  lakes  for  ships  and 
steamboats  of  three  hundred  tons  burden.  It  requires 
no  gift  of  prophecy  to  foretell,  what  I  do  not  hesitate  to 
declare  as  my  firm  belief,  that  many  gentlemen  present 
will  have  the  gratification  to  see  British  vessels  discharg- 
ing their  cargoea  at  Oswego,  Sodus  Bay,  Toledo,  De- 
troit, and  Chicago,  which  were  freighted  with  merchan- 
dise at  the  docks  of  London  or  Liverpool. 

It  is  stated  in  the  journals  of  the  day  that  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Upper  Canada  have  appropriated  eight  hundred 
thousand  dollara  for  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from 
Niagara  to  Detroit,  which  will  form  a  connecting  link  in 
the  chain  of  railroads  chartered,  or  finished  and  in  ope- 
ration, from  the  city  of  Boston,  through  Massachusetts, 
New  York,  Upper  Canada,  and  Michigan,  to  Lake  Mich* 
igan,  and  extending  westwardly  ^om  Chicago  to  Gale* 
na.  A  canal  is  also  projected  to  connect  Lake  Ontario 
with  Lake  Huron,  by  a  short  and  feasible  route  through 
Lake  Sineoe.  Such  are  the  vast  and  magnificent  plana 
of  internal  impi*ovement  adopted  by  the  only  Power  on 
earth  which  can,  from  its  local  position,  become  a  com-  - 
petitor  of  our  maritime  cities  for  the  immense  trade  of 
the  fertile  and  productive  regions  bordering  on  the  lakes. 
It  touches  our  national  character  not  to  be  outdone  by 
our  powerful  competitor  in  this  noble  field  of  commer- 
cial rivalry.  'Let  not  the  golden  prize  be  seized  and 
borne  away  by  another,  in  consequence  of  a  spiritleaa 
and  parsimonious  policy  on  the  part  of  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States. 

It  must  be  apparent  to  the  moat  casual  observer  that 
Great  Britain  intends  to  avail  herself  for  the  present,  and 
secure  for  the  future,  the  advantages  of  her  position  in 
regard  to  the  trade  of  the  Canadas  and  the  adjacent 
States.  With  this  view,  the  British  Government  is 
strengthening  and  completing  its  system  of  fortifications 
in  the  Canadas,  which  will  answer  the  double  purpose 
of  maintaining  the  supremacy  of  the  Crown,  by  overaw- 
ing the  disaffected  and  disloyal  among  his  Majesty's 
subjects  in  the  provinces,  and  of  efficient  defence  against 
the  arms  of  the  United  States  in  the  event  of  war. 

It  is  a  maxim  in  political  economy,  that  a  redundant 
population  tends  to  weaken  the  State.  The  emigration 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  old  States  of  the  confederacy  to 
the  States  and  Territories  stretching  along  and  beyond 
the  chain  of  Western  lakes  will  long  preserve  that  me- 
dium denaity  of  population  so  congenial  to  a  happy  and 
prosperous  condition  of  society.  It  was  a  saying  of  the 
Emperor  Adrian,  <!  He  had  rather  see  the  empire  full 
of  people  than  riches."  Let  the  surplus  population  of 
the  Eastern  and  Middle  States  pour  forth  into  the  valley 
of  the  Ohio  and  the  Mississippi,  the  prairies  of  Michigan 
and  Illinois,  and  the  mineral  region  of  Wisconsin,  where 
the  labor  of  the  agriculturist  must  reap  a  rich  reward, 
and  well-directed  enterprise  cannot  fail  to  prosper.  In 
reference,  therefore  to  the  general  welfare  of  the  Union, 
no  impediment  should  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  public 
improvements  which  have  a  tetidency  to  encourage  emi- 
gration, and  keep  down  the  increase  of  population  with- 
in the  old  States  to  proper  limits. 

In  the  further  improvement  of  harbors  on  the  lakes, 

it  is  desirable  that  a  system  should  be  pursued  having 

i  due  regard  to  the  commercial  facilities  which  will  be 
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most  needed  by  the  country  ae  it  tdvMicet  in  wealth  ftnd 
population.  Yi'wYi  theie  Important  object!  in  view, 
Mkes  Huron  and  Michigan  ougrht  to  be  surveyed  by  en* 
gineersy  who  should  be  required  to  report  all  the  ttatts- 
tical  and  topographical  inforniation  they  might  be  able 
to  collect  to  Congress^  accompanied  vitb  t  general  plan 
for  the  improvement  of  such  harbors  as  will  best  serve 
to  diminiiih  the  dangers  of  navigation  and  meet  the  de- 
mands of  increasing  tradei  This  would  bring  the  prom- 
inent points  into  view,  and  throw  open  to  the  public  the 
natural  avenues  for  internal  commerce.  It  would,  more- 
over, shut  the  door  against  those  applications  to  Congress 
for  appropriations  which  originate  in  a  spirit  of  specula- 
tion, with  interested  individuals,  who  seek  private  gains 
at  the  expense  of  the  public.  It  seems  to  be  generallv 
admitted  that  those  points  on  the  lakes  where  the  busi- 
ness of  the  cofintry  naturally  centres^  at  the  mouths  of 
navigable  streams,  at  the  terminations  of  canals  and  rail- 
roads, do  require  accessible,  convenient,  and  safe  bar- 
borsi  wherever  such  do  not  exist,  it  is  believed  to  be  the 
duty  of  Congress  to  provide  the  means  fo^  their  con- 
struction. 

Compare  the  expenditures  of  the  General  Government 
for  objects  of  admitted  national  utility,  in  the  new  States, 
ivith  the  munificent  appropriations  for  our  maritime  cit- 
iesi  for  the  improvement  and  defence  of  the  seaboard,  and 
the  protection  of  our  foreign  commerce,  wherever  a  sail 
whitens  the  ocean.     Look  at  your  marble  palaces  for 
custom-houses,  rivaHiag  in  architectural  beauty  and  gran- 
deur the  splendid  edifices  of  Greece  and  Rome;  look  at 
your  granite  dry  docks  at  Boston  and  Nortblkf  look  at 
the  impregnable  defences  of  your  sesportsi  look  at  your, 
tine  of  battle  ships  under  cover  in  your  navy  yards,  all 
constructed  at  the  expense  of  the  Tneasury  of  the  United 
Stalesi  look  at  your  Delaware  breakwater,  which  has  al- 
ready cost  the  Government  over  fifteen  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  is  only  half  completed — then  turn  your 
•yes  to  the  Western  lakes,  and  behold  the  unprotected 
condition  of  your  internal  commerce;  witness  the  annual 
sacrifice  of  the  lives  of  American  citizens  In  navigating 
those  dangerous  seas;  the  vast  destruction  of  property 
in  gales  and  storms,  owing  almost  entirely  to  the  want 
of  accessible  and  safe  harbors  for  shipping.     Who  can 
dil  to  perceive,  at  a  glance,  the  great  inequality  which 
prevails  in  the  distribution  of  the  favors  of  the  Govern- 
ment, the  marked  injustice  of  Congress  towards  the  neg- 
lected public  intereaU  of  the  West'    I'his  unequal  state 
of  tilings  should  no  longer  exist — a  speedy  remedy  ought 
to  be  provided.    The  people  of  the  West  have  the  right 
to  demand  that  equal  and  exact  justice  should  be  done 
alike  to  all  portions  of  the  Union  presenting  substantial 
claims  for  the  consideration  of  Congress.     They  desire 
nothing  more.     In  the  present  condition  of  our  finances, 
with  a  Treasury  overflowing,  all  the  various  branches  of 
the  public  service  may  be  abundantly  provided  for,  and 
the  leading  interests  of  the  country  protected,  which 
fall  within  the  constitutional  powers  of  Congress,  with- 
out imposing  the  slightest  additional  burden  upon  the 
people. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  could  not  conclude  without  expressing 
his  acknowledgments  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  for  raising  the  appropriation  for  the  improvement 
of  Big  Sodas  bay,  at  his  own  recjuest,  from  five  thousand 
dollars,  as  contained  in  the  original  bill,  to  twelve  thou- 
sand. The  necessity  of  the  increase  was  the  more  ur- 
gent, as  an  incorporated  company  was  now  engaged  in 
the  construction  of  a  canal,  of  large  dimensions,  to  con- 
nect Sodus  bsy  with  the  Erie  canal  and  Cayuga  lake. 
When  the  bar  at  the  entrance  of  this  harbor,  between 
the  piers,  shall  be  removed  to  a  sufllicient  depth,  it  will 
become  one  of  the  best  harbors  for  shipping  on  Lake 
Ontario.  The  harbor  is  spacious;  the  water  within  the 
bar  is  of  sufficient  depth  for  a  ship  of  the  line;  the  an- 


chorage is  good;  it  possesses^  moreover,  the  ioiporiant 
advantage  of  being  a  convenient  refuge  for  veaseb  in ' 
severe  gales. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  £.  WHITTLESEY, 
M£RCEB,  SMITH,  SCTHf^lLAND,  and  G.  LEE, 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment  wu  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  HARD  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out 
**  $^0^000**  in  the  appropriation  for  the  continuation  of 
the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  the  mootti  of  Oak 
^  Orchard  creek«  New  York,  and  inserting  $10,000. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  HARD,  the  ameudmcDt 
was  rejected.  • 

Mr.  PARKER  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting 
an  appropriation  of  #6,963,  in  addition  to  former  appro- 
priations, for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  New 
Brunswicl^  New  Jersey. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  iDcreasiog 
the  appropriation  for  the  removal  of  obstructionist  Ocrt- 
oock  inlet.  North  Carolina,  from  f  13,050  to  |13,P65. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  McKAY  and 
SMITH, 

The  queiition  was  taken,  and  the  amendment  wss  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  WHITE  offered  an  amendment  providing  for  the 
establishment  of  a  port  of  entry  nt  the  mouth  of  Laurel 
river,  and  an  appropriation  of  14^,000  for  the  improre- 
ment  of  the  Cumberland  river,  between  the  vouth  of 
Laurel  river  and  the  city  of  Nashville,  to  be  expended 
according  to  the  report  made  by  Colonel  Abort,  of  tiie 
engineer  corps,  of  a  survey  ezectited  in  the  yesr  ld33< 

Mr.  W.  said,  with  all  due  respect  to  the  admooitios 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  WfumisaT,]  sod  the 
gentlenaan  from  New  York,  [Hn  Lsi,]  warning  ttie 
committee  of  the  impropriety  and  great  danger  of  ailov. 
ing  any  amendment  whatever  to  this  bill,  be  felt  it  bU 
duty  to  offer  the  amendment  under  consideration.  And 
he  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  be  could  not  but  admire 
the  extreme  modesty  and  generous  liberality  of  the  ear- 
nest appeals  of  those  two  gentlemen^  when  he  reflected 
upon  the  various  itenHs  contained  in  this  bill.  The  cooi' 
mittee  will  discover,  by  an  examination  of  the  different 
appropriations  proposed  in  this  bill,  tbat^  although  there 
are  twenty-six  SUtes  in  this  Union,  each  entitled  to  a 
fair  and  just  proportion  of  the  public  ^xp^nditurei  of 
this  Government,  two  thirds  of  the  amount  appropriated 
by  thia  bill  is  to  be  :expended  in  the  SUtea  of  Ohio  tBd 
New  York;  and  out  of  the  remaining  third.  TenoesK^ 
and  Kentucky  are  to  receive  the  pitiful  sun  of  ten 
thousand  dollars.  And  yet,  notwithstanding  Ibis  manw 
fest  inequality  and  injustices  the  representatives  fro<iJ 
those  two  States  are  modestly  asked  to  sit  stiJJ,  and  fold 
their  arms,  and  quietly  look  on  and  see  themselves  rob^ 
bed,  without  raising  a  voice  in  defence  of  their  ju^ 
claim  for  a  small  pittance  out  of  your  overflowing  Treaii 
ury,  or  daring  to  express  their  indignation  at  your  flai 
grant  injustice.  Sir,  this  siren  aong  of  submission  ^^. 
forbearance  towards  this  bill,  na  it  now  exists,  tc»l 
you  may  jeopard  its  final  passsge,  may  lull  others  to 
sleep,  whilst  you  carry  on  your  insatiable  plunder  upon 
the  national  Treasury,  in  which  my  constituents  bold  fl 
common  stock.  Out,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  if  1  cannot  react^ 
yotir  sense  of  justice  and  equity,  1  intend  fearlessly  tq 
expose  your  injustice.  It  is  objected  by  the  gentleroftij 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Wbittusxt,]  that  this  smcndmeni 
ought  notf  to  be  adopted,  becauae  the  appropriation  ba^ 
not  been  reported  by  a  standing  committee.  My  repl) 
to  this  objection  U  this:  unfortunately  for  the  States  o| 
Tennessee  and  Kentucky,  either  from  a  want  of  intelkcj 
in  their  members,  or  from  a  went  of  sagacity  in  the  prei 
siding  oflicer  of  .this  House  to  discover  it»  or  from  lon^ 
other  cause,  not  politic,  just  at  this  time,  for  me  to  ftpcc 
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uUte  upon,  it  so  happens,  out  of  the  eif^bteen  members 
who  compote  the  standing  Committees  of  Commerce 
ind  Ways  and  Meant,  whose  duty  it  is  to  examine  and 
report  upon  propositions  of  this  kind,  not  one  of  them  is 
from  the  State  of  Kentucky,  and  but  one  from  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  and  he  constitutionally  opposed  to  all  ap- 
propriations by  the  National  Government  for  internsl  tm» 
provements.  I  do  not  mention  this  as  a  complaint  of 
penonat  neglect.  Beings  one  of  th»  youngest  members 
Dpon  this  floor,  in  years  as  well  as  political  life,  I  did 
nqL£x|kt  or  desire  to  be  placed  upon  one  of  those  im« 
pminx  eommittees.  Tet  I  do  consider  that  great  neg- 
lect hai  been  don^  towards  those  two  States,  in  not  pla- 
cinf^  tome  one  of  their  older  members  upoif  one  of  these 
coHMihitees,  through  whose  bands  three  fourths  of  the 
bostnni  of  this  House  has  to  pass.  Mr.  W.  would  ask 
this  cominittee  to  consider  that  it  is  not  from  any  want  of 
mtrintic  merit  in  the  measure  proposed  by  this  amend- 
ment that  it  doei  not  come  recommended  by  a  standing 
committee,  but  from  a  want  of  deliberate  inve>>tigation 
tod  jutt  consideration  of  those  committees  to  whom  this 
nbjfct  was  referred  the  sestion  before  the  Ust,  and  like- 
wiM  this,  by  express  resolution. 

Sir,  if  this  committee  will  take  the  trouble  to  cast  their 
fjtt  over  a  list  of  the  members  composing  those  two 
committees,  they  will  percei?e  that  sixteen  out  of  the 
eigliteen  are  aelected  from  the  Atlantic  States,  and  but 
Ivo  west  of  the  Alleghanies:  one  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Cob- 
vis.]  and  one  from  Louisiana,  [Mr.  Joxirsoir,]  both  of 
vhieti  States  are  amply  provided  for  in  this  bill:  Sir,  it 
is  in  old  and  true  saying,  that "  charity  begina  at  home;" 
iik)  viib  their  two  committees,  in  the  manufacture  of 
(bit  bill,  it  has  remained  at  home.  If  it  has  passed  with- 
out the  limits  of  the  various  States  in  wliich  the  different 
iBembert  of  the  committees  reside  at  all,  its  visits  are 
like  angels',  few  and  far  between.  Whilat  every  stream 
^^  any  importance  emptying  into  the  Atlantic,  and  eve- 
ry creek  and  branch  running  from  the  Slates  of  Ohio 
»*(]  New  York  into  the  Northern  laket,  is  to  be  orna- 
iBented  with  a  splendid  and  magni6cent  harbor,  large 
ind  Taluiible  streftms  in  the  interior  Statea  are  wholly 
forgotten  and  neglected. 

Mr.  W.  laid  that  this  amendment  was  not  offered  b^ 
^>m  II I  mere  matter  of  form,  to  make  a  displsy  of  his 
''une  upon  the  journal,  expecting  it  to  be  voted  down 
u  a  mutter  of  course.  No,  sir^  it  is  offered  as  a  matter 
of  Bubst&nce  and  of  just  merit;  and  If  he  should  succeed 
(as  be  felt  confident  be  should,  if  he  could  retain  the  at- 
tention of  the  committee)  in  convincing  thia  committee 
^bit  tbii  proposition  would  bear  a  rigid  scrutiny,  and  a 
tnamphant  comparison,  tested  by  merit,  with  any  object 
conumed  among  the  almost  innumerable  items  of  tliis 
<>i|l|he  expected  it  to  receive  the  favorable  action  of 
this  committee,  although  it  did  not  come  before  you  rec- 
onaended  by  the  standing  Committee  of  Commerce  or 
Wtyi  ind  Means.  If  he  should  fail  in  maintaining  its 
'fiinniic  merit  in  comparison  with  other  objects,  he 
)w)uid  reel  it  bis  duty  to  acquieace  in  a  vote  of  rejection. 

Hr.  W.  nid  that,  as  the  committee  had  not,  during 
|bn  Knion,  had  the  benefit  of  a  report  from  any  stand- 
ll^  committee  upon  this  subject,  and  as  there  seems  to 
''^  a  lamentable  Ignorance  in  relation  to  the  size  and  im- 
Porttnce  of  this  stream,  he  would  briefly  state,  for  the 
'^formation  of  the  committee,  that,  in  the  year  1835, 
there  wai «  survey  made  of  this  river  by  one  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  engineers,  under  a  resolution  passed  by  this 
''ottse,  the  report  of  which  survey,  made  by  Colonel 
**>««,  of  the  engineer  corps,  he  now  had  before  him—* 
>  report  drawn  with  great  labor,  highly  creditable  to  the 
intellect  of  its  author;  minutely  deacribing  the  length 
>jw  lize  of  the  river — its  advantages  for  navigation — its 
J>t>«tfuctions— tlic  character  of  soil  in  tile  counties  con- 
t'Suoua  to  its  banks— the  various  minerals  as  well  as 
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agricultural  products.     He  said  he  would  not  weary  tbe 
committee  by  reading  the  reports  but  if  any  gentleman 
doubts  the  importance  of  this  river,  and  desirea  informa- 
tion, he  will  discover,  by  an  examination  of  this  reporty 
made  by  one  of  the  first  oflScers  in  the  service  of  the 
Government,  that  the  Cumberland  river,  from  its  source 
to  its  month,  is  five  hundred  miles  in  length,  (longer 
than  any  river  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States  that 
empties  into  the  Atlantic  east  of  tbe  Alleghany  moun- 
tains,) running  through  bodies  of  land  for  the  distance 
of  three  iiund reef  miles  that  will  bear  a  successful  tsom- 
parison  for  fertility  and  variety  of  products  with  any  part 
of  the  globe— abounding  in  minerals  of  almost  eVery  de- 
scription—coal banks  inexhaustible  immediately  upon  ita 
mai^in — salt  manufactured  to  the  amount  of  a  half  mil- 
lion of  bushels  annually  at  tbe  various  works,  the  most 
distant  not  eiceeding  thirty  miles  from  the  river,  which 
quantity  could  be  greatly  increased  if  an  additional  mar- 
ket were    opened  by  the  improvement  proposed;  a 
stream  admirably  adapted  by  nature  for  navigation,  with 
but  few  natural  obstructions.      The  sum  asked  to  be 
appropriated  by  this  amendment  is  estimated  by  the  en- 
gineer who  executed  the  survey  as  being  sufficient  to 
remove  the  obstructions  between  the  mouth  of  Laurel 
and  Naabville,  a  distance  of  near  two  hundred  miles.  This 
reports  recommends  in  tbe  strongest  terms  the  great 
advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  improvement  of  tbe 
navigation  of  this  stream,  at  so  little  cost  to  the  Govern- 
ment. 

This  subject,  together  with  this  report,  has  been  re- 
ferred to  some  standing  committee  of  this  House  each 
successive  session  since  the  execution  of  this  aurvey,  and 
has  uniformly  received  the  favorable  action  of  some  com- 
mittee of  this  House  each  session  preceding  the  present; 
but,  from  press  of  business  or  some  other  cause,  the 
passage  of  the  appropriation  for  this  object  has  always 
failed.  Before  the  survey  alluded  to  was  made,  during 
the  session  of  1833**4,  a  bill  pa«sed  appropriating  thirty 
thousand  dollars  to  the  improvement  of  the  Cumberland 
river  in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee;  but,  unfortunately  for 
the  people  who  reside  in  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  above 
Nashville,  the  expenditure  of  that  appropriation  waa 
confined  exclusively  to  that  portion  of  the  river  lying  be- 
low Nashville,  by  a  rigid  and  most  singular  construc- 
tion of  the  constitution,  so  much  of  that  appropriation  as 
was  intended  by  Congress  to  benefit  his  constituents,  as 
well  as  the  entire  population  occupying  the  country 
above  Nashville,  fell  a  victim  to  the  executive  veto, 
based  upon  a  newly  discovered  idea  that  no  appropria- 
tion by  tbe  General  Government  could  be  constitution- 
ally applied  Above  a  port  of  entry.  He  said  he  wished 
it  distinctly  understood  by  the  committee  he  did  not  read 
the  constitution  in  this  way;  he  wiihed  no  such  inference 
drawn  from  his  having  aasociated  the  erection  of  a  port 
Qf  entry  with  the  appropriation  asked  in  his  amendment. 
He  did  not  believe  that  any  act  passed  by  Congress  could 
either  enlarge  or  diminish,  add  to  or  take  from  the  con- 
stitution; but  the  Chief  Magistrate,  whose  sanction  has 
to  be  given  to  this  bill  before  it  becomes  a  Uw,  does; 
and  in  order  to  obviate  his  objection,  and  secure  the  sig- 
nature of  tbe  President  to  this  bill,  he  had  inserted  a 
clause  in  the  amendment  providing  for  the  establishment 
of  a  port  of  entry  at  the  mouth  of  Laurel  river,  the  high- 
est point  upon  the  Cumberland  river  proposed  to  be  im- 
proved. This  is  bis  apology  to  the  committee  for  pre- 
aenting  this  singular  anomaly,  this  strange  association  of 
the  creation  of  a  port  of  entry  with  an  appropriation  for 
the  improvement  of  a  river.  Notwithstanding  the  two 
aubjects  are  somewhat  incongruous,  yet  the  necessity  of 
the  case  demands  that  tbe  incongruity  should  be  over* 
looked.  For  his  own  part,  he  did  not  intend  to  stickle 
about  a  nice  point  of  order  in  voting  for  this  amend- 
ment, nor  should  the  committee,  under  the  peculiar  ciro 
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cumstancei  of  this  case.  His  conitituents  are  by  no 
means  a  fastidious  people;  they  want  this  appropriation, 
they  greatly  need  it,  their  prosperity  much  depends 
upon  it;  if  they  cannot  get  it  in  the  ordinary  way,  they 
are  willing  to  resort  to  the  extraordinary;  if  they  are 
without  the  litnits  of  the  constitution,  and  cannot  gain 
admittance  through  any  other  channel  than  a  port  of  en- 
try, they  are  willing  to  enter  in  at  that  door.  They  re- 
gretted, to  be  sure,  to  learn  that  while  the  constitution 
was  construed  so  as  to  embrace  within  its  arms  Slates 
all  around,  and  even  a  portion  of  their  own  State,  they 
should  have  been  declared  without  its  pale.  They  re- 
joice, however,  there  is  a  way  opened  for  them  to  come 
m;  and,  although  it  seems  to  them  a  croaked  way,  they 
are  disposed  to  avail  themselves  of  4he  oflfering.  Being 
convinced  that  every  member  of  this  committee  was  sat- 
isfied of  the  importance  of  this  river,  and  the  justice  of 
this  appropriation,  he  hoped  that  neither  a  strict  con- 
itruction  of  a  point  of  order,  nor  the  objection  growing 
out  of  a  want  of  recommendation  from  the  standing  com- 
mittees, will  close  this  only  remaining  avenue  left  his 
constituents  to  get  back  again  under  the  protecting  arm 
of  the  constitution. 

He  said  he  was  frank  to  acknowledge  that,  in  making 
up  his  mind  upon  any  proposition  brought  before  this 
House,  a  favorable  recommendation  from  a  standing 
committee  had  a  considerable  influence  in  forming  his 
judgment.  Yet  he  was  not  willing  to  yield  a  passive 
obedience  to  the  report  of  a  standing  committee,  and 
vote  for  or  against  a  measure  in  accordance  with  their 
recommendations.  He  cared  not  how  he  acquired  the 
facta;  if  he  considered  the  measure  right,  and  deserving, 
by  its  merit,  bit  favorable  consideration,  he  gave  it  his 
vote,  even  if  it  should  not  be  endorsed  by  a  standing 
committee. 

It  will  be  recollected  by  this  committee  that  he  had, 
In  more  than  one  instance  in  the  last  two  days,  pursued 
this  course.  Upon  the  proposition  to  appropriate  twenty 
thousand  dollars  to  the  repair  of  a  fortification  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Connecticut  river,  although  offered  as  an 
amendment,  without  the  recommendation  of  a  standing 
committee,  he  gave  this  amendment  his  sanction,  be- 
cause he  deemed  it  needful.  At  the  same  time,  he  was 
not  partial  to  a  general  system  of  fortifications  as  a  means 
of  defence.  He  did  not  regard  them  as  the  most  impor- 
tant branch  of  the  great  system  of  national  defence.  A 
few  were  absolutely  necessary  for  the  protection  of  large 
cities,  situated  upon  the  coaat;  to  secure  the  entrance  of 
•  large  harbors;  to  guard  the  mouths  of  large  rivers.  But 
in  a  country  like  this,  after  all,  the  main  reliance  for  de- 
fence is  upon  the  patriotism  and  valor  of*  the  citizens, 
and  the  facilities  afforded  by  good  roads,  canals,  and 
navigable  rivers,  for  the  rapid  conoentration  of  men  and 
supplies  to  any  and  tscry  point  of  our  extensive  frontier. 
In  time  of  peace,  fortifications  were  expensive,  requiring 
a  standing  army  to  keep  them  in  repair,  and  preserve 
them  from  ruin.  Not  so  with  navigable  rivers,  canals, 
and  roads.  They  were  alike  useful  in  peace  and  war; 
affording  important  facilities  and  benefits  to  agriculture, 
manufactures,  and  commerce. 

He  wished  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce [Mr.  SvTRiRLAiro]  to  bear  in  mind  that  he  voted 
against  the  proposition  to  strike  out  of  the  navy  bill  the 
appropriation  of  four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  neces- 
sary to  complete  and  launch  the  magnificent  ship  of  the 
line  Pennsylvania.  He  called  the  recollection  of  the 
gentlemen  from  the  North  to  the  fact  of  his  bavins:  voted, 
only  a  few  days  since,  for  four  hundred  thousand  dollars 
to  build  four  aloops  of  war,  although  offered  by  way  of 
amendment,  and  not  recommended  by  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs.  He  would  say  a  few  words  in  relation 
to  the  claims  of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  upon  the  jus- 
tice of  the  General  Government,  and  the  neglect  with 


which  they  bad  been  treated,  and  be  was  done.  It  will 
be  remembered  that  Tennessee  and  Kentucky,  the  two 
States  interested  in  this  amendment,  pay  annually  a  Itrge 
amount  in  taxes  upon  consumption  into  your  Treasur)*; 
that  they  are  altogether  consuming  States,  and  import 
notliing;  that  they  have  not  a  ship  afloat  upon  the  ocean, 
and  derive  not  one  cent  of  direct  benefit  from  all  your 
foreign  commerce,  for  the  protection  of  which  you  spend 
millions  annually;  and  although  there  may  be  seventeen 
millions  of  revenue  collected  yearly  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  as  has  been  boastingly  displayed  before  i9b  cm- 
mittee  by  the  member  from  that  city,  [Mr.  Lei,]  Kd 
zealously  urged  as  an  argument  why  New  York  wsi 
justly  entitled  to  more  than  an  ordinary  shsre  of  the  dis* 
burse ments  of  the  public  money,  yet  the  merest  sciolist 
in  political  economy  knows  that  these  duties  are  always 
paid  (and  that  too  with  heavy  interest)  by  the  consu- 
mers. Sir,  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  have  been  mem- 
bers of  this  confederacy  near  a  half  century:  during 
which  time  how  many  millions  have  they  contributed  to 
your  Treasury,  and  how  many  hundreds  have  they  re- 
ceived back  again. ^  How  many  crnta  have  returned  to 
Kentucky }  Not  one  cent.  Tennessee,  I  believe,  has  re- 
ceived forty-five  thousand  dollars  since  she  was  acknowl- 
edged as  a  State.  It  will  not  be  contended  that  there 
are  any  two  States  in  this  Union  more  loyal,  more  de- 
voted to  the  true  principles  of  this  republic.  None  are 
more  prompt  to  vindicate  and  contend  for  the  rights 
and  honor  of  this  nation.  None  are  more  reaily  to  take 
op  the  line  of  march  to  meet  foreign  aggression,  no  mat- 
ter upon  what  border  of  this  widely  extended  country 
it  may  approach.  This  Government  has  never  yet  drawn 
a  bill  upon  their  patriotism  that  has  not  been  promptly 
discounted,  nor  upon  their  valor  that  has  not  been  most 
nobly  redeemed.  • 

He  would  not  detain  the  committee  by  reciting  the 
many  splendid  victories  achieved  by  their  daring  cour- 
age during  the  late  war;  their  noble  deeds  are  maltert 
of  hiatory;  their  fame  is  above  the  reach  of  eulogy  or  de- 
traction. No,  sir.  He  said,  he  repeated,  neglect,  injury 
itself,  could  not  alienate  the  affections  of  the  people  of 
these  two  States  from  this  Union.  They  have  long  and 
patiently  borne  both.  Under  all  political  changes  their 
attachment  has  remained  unimpaired.  You  may  check 
and  embarrass  their  progress  in  wealth,  as  you  hare 
done;  you  may  impoverish  them  by  your  mistaken  pol- 
icy, or,  to  speak  in  plain  and  honest  language,  by  your 
unpardonable  neglect  and  wilful  injustice;  yet  you  cbci- 
not  weaken  their  attachment  to  th|s  Government;  they 
,  will  continue  to  cling  to  the  Union,  «  as  their  best,  thrir 
greatest,  and  last  hope."  Yet  he  demanded  of  the  can- 
dor of  this  committee  if  they  ought  not,  whilst  they  were 
scattering  millions  upon  millions  of  the  surplus  treasure 
upon  the  seaboard  and  upon  the  lakes,  to  return  upon 
meritorious  and  useful  objects  of  appropriation  a  small 
division  of  the  perpetual  drain  from  those  two  Siatei 
into  the  National  Treasury.  He  said  it  was  nothishibit 
to  indulge  in  complaints,  but  he  must  repeat  he  felt  that 
theae  Slates,  and  especially  Kentucky,  had  been  lre«t<rd 
by  this  Government  with  cold  neglect,  with  crying  in- 
justice. He  said  he  did  not  stand  here  asking  chariiy^^t 
the  bar  of  this  House;  he  scorned  the  character  of  a 
beggar;  he  was  no  mendicant  for  bounty,  no  petitioner 
for  alms;  bis  constituents  would  spurn  him  from  their 
presence,  when  he  returned  lM>nie,  if  he  would  dare  fi* 
such  a  character  upon  this  floor.  He  stood  here  as  one 
of  the  representatives  of  the  people  of  this  nation?  and, 
in  the  name  of  his  constituents,  he  asked  for  jufttice», 
nothing  but  sheer  justice.  He  called  upon  gentlemen* 
from  the  North  and  from  the  East  to  bear  in  mind  that, 
during  the  last  session,  as  likewise  this,  he  hnd  voted 
for  the  appropriation  of  millions  for  the  increase  offW 
navy,  for  the  erection  of  fortifications,  for  the  building 
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of  Itght-houses;  and  now  the  small  pittance  of  Forty-five 
thouund  dollars  is  asked*  as  the  only  appropriation  For 
til  purposes  to  two  States,  and  the  murmuring^  sound  of 
opposition  is  heard  from  the  North— from  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Lvs,]  From  the  gentleman  from 
lUine,  [Mr.  Skith;]  and  From  the  West — From  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Whittlksbt.]  "  El  tu  Brute,** 
Sir,  he  said,  the  gentleman  From  Ohio  must  permit  him 
to  say,  last  oFall  did  he  expect  opposition  From  that  q  car- 
ter—the  representative  oF  a  Western,  adjoining  State, 
whose  lake  borders  are  now  whitened  by  the  bones  of 
Kentuckians  who  perished  gallantly  deFending  the  wives 
and  cbiUren  of  the  gentleman's  constituents  from  the 
8a?9ge  cruelty  oF  the  Indian.  He  had  occupied  the  at- 
tention of  the  committee  much  longer  than  he  intended 
when  be  rose.  He  knew  the  great  mass  of  unfinished 
business  on  hand,  and  but  a  very  Few  days  remained  to  dis- 
pose of  it;  but,  before  he  took  his  seat,  he  would  say, 
by  usy  of  assurance  to  those  who  Felt  a  deep  interest  in 
the  success  oFthis  hill,  and  as  a  guarantee  of  his  sincerity 
of  purpose  in  offering  this  amendment,  and  that  he  was 
ictuated  by  no  sinister  design,  that,  whether  bis  amend- 
ment was  sustained  or  not  by  the  committee,  he  would 
stttl  vote  for  the  bill.  He  wished  it  understood  that  the 
justice  and  Hberaliiy  of  a  Kentuckian  were  not  confined 
to  tbe  narrow  limits  of  a  congressional  district,  not  cir- 
cumscribed by  the  boundary  of  a  State,  but  commensu- 
rate with  the  just  wants  of  every  part  of  this  wide-spread 
Union. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  E.  WHITTLESE7, 
WILLIAMS  of  Kentucky,  MERCER,  SMITH,  and 
CH.\MB£RS  of  Kentucky, 

Tbe  question  was  taken,  and  tbe  amendment  waa 
igreed  to:  Yeas  67^  nays  59. 

Mr.  CARTER  moved  an  amendment  appropriating 
|iO,000  for  the  continuation  of  the  Muscle  Shoals 
■oipruvement,  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  constituting 
Kinfiport  a  port  of  entry. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  CARTER,  CAM- 
HRELENG,  and  BELL, 

Tbe  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  CASEY  oflfered  an  amendment  appropriating 
^5,000  to  the  improvement  of  the  Illlnota  and  Great 
Wibaih  risers,  aeverally;  and  to  establish  a  port  of  en- 
try at  soree  point  thereon. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

^i*'  TCLL  mored  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  after 
the  119th  line  an  appropriation  of  #35,000  for  the  re- 
moval of  obstructions  in  the  Arkanaaa  river,  between 
Little  Rock  and  Fort  Smith. 

Aner  some  remarks  from  Mr.  YELL,  the  question 
*M  taken  on  the  above  amendment,  and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  YELL  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  an  ap- 
propriation of  ^0,000  for  the  removal  of  obstructions 
"•  the  White  and  Black  rivers;  and  an  appropriation  of 
»10,000  for  a  similar  purpose  for  the  river  St.  Francis; 
which  amendment  waa  rejected. 

Mr.  DAWSON  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  an 
uditional  sectiuD,  appropriatitij;  $25,000  for  buoys,  bea- 
cons, Sec,  at  the  harbor  of  Brunswick,  Georgia;  making 
*  Kparate  collection  district  there,  and  constituting  tbe 
»id  harbor  a  port  of  entry, 

Afier  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  DAWSON,  SUTH- 
ERLAND, PINCKNEY,  A.  MANN,  and  D.^  J. 
i'RARCE, 

Mr.  DAWSON  withdrew  his  amendment,  intending 
to  renew  it  when  the  light-house  bill  should  be  taken  up. 

.Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  inserting  an  appropriation  of  $210,000,  in  addition 
w  former  appropriations,  for  cni\tinuing  the  work  of  re- 
moving  the  obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  tbe  Missia- 
"PP"  river  at  Its  mouth. 

Mr.  J.  explained  the  reasons  why  an  appropriation  for 


this  object  had  not  been  embraced  in  the  bill.  At  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  the  sum  of  $150,000  was 
appropriated  in  this  bill  for  the  removal  of  these  ob- 
structions, to  be  expended  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  after  new  surveys  had  been  made.  The  Senate 
reduced  the  amount  to  $75^000.  The  matter  had  been 
neglected  for  some  time,  in  consequence,  he  supposed, 
of  the  departure  of  Secretary  Cass.  Mr.  J.  then  pro- 
ceeded to  state  that  these  surveys  had  since  been  made, 
that  they  were  presented  to  the  House  on  Saturday,  and 
were  now  in  the  hands  of  the  public  printer.  The 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  have  not  had  it  in  their 
power  to  assemble  together  for  the  purpose  of  recom- 
mending the  appropriation;  but  he  was  justified  in  say- 
ing, from  the  cursory  view  they  had  had  of  the  docu- 
ments, that  it  met  their  approbation.  The  amount  stated 
in  the  amendment  was  that  which  had  been  recommend- 
ed by  Captain  Chase,  and  the  other  engineers  who  had 
been  aasociated  with  him  in  making  the  surveys.  Mr.  J. 
alluded  to  the  great  importance  of  tbe  removal  of  these 
obstructions  to  the  commercial  world.  The  obstructions 
were  becoming  daily  more  great,  and  ships  were  subject- 
ed to  much  detention  and  difficulty,  and  the  owners  of 
them,  consequently,  to  much  loss. 

Af^er  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  D.  J.  PEAHCE, 
GARLAND  of  Louisiana,  SMITH,  REED,  and  LAW- 
RENCE, 

The  question  waa  taken,  and  tbe  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  oflTered  an  amendment  appropria- 
ting $50,000  for  the  improvement  of  tbe  navigation  of 
the  Great  Wabash,  and  constituting  a  port  of  entry  at 
some  point  thereon. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  HANNEGAN  and 
MERCER,  the  question  was  taken,  and  tbe  amendment 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  GRAYSON  moved  an  amendment  appropriating 
$10,000  for  the  survey  of  certain  rivers  between  Charles- 
ton and  Savannah. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  GRAYSON,  OW- 
ENS, SUTHERLAND,  and  PINCKNEY,  the  amend- 
ment was  rejected. 

Mr.  SMITH,  from  the  Committee  of  Wayaand  Means, 
offered  an  amendment  extending  the  objects  of  the  ap- 
propriation of  $10,000,  contained  in  the  bill  for  remov- 
mg  the  wreck  in  tbe  harbor  of  New  Bedford,  Masaachu- 
aetls.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  DENNY  offered  an  amendment  appropriating 
$3,000  for  pjacing  buoys  in  the  Ohio  river,  between 
Pittsburg  and  Louisville.    Rejected. 

Mr.  HARRISON,  of  Missouri,  offered  an  amendment 
appropriating  $^,000  for  the  continuation  of  the  survey 
of  the  St.  Francis  and  Black  and  White  rivers,  in  Ar- 
kansaa  and  Missouri,  &c. 

Mr.  YELL  said,  at  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
committee,  be  should  not  attempt  to  argue  the  constitu- 
tionality of  the  improvements  he  proposed  in  his  amend- 
ments. The  one  for  the  Arkansas  river  above  Little 
Rock,  to  tbe  State  line,  was  a  subject  of  great  impor- 
tance, not  only  to  the  State  he  had  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent, but  to  the  nation.  The  General  Government  had, 
by  her  treaties,  sent  to  the  west  of  Arkansas  acme  75,000 
or  100,000  Indians,  who,  by  this  contract,  are  bound  to 
supply  them  for  five  years  with  every  article  of  bread- 
stuffs,  besides  every  sgricultural  implement,  &c.  This 
river  was  the  only  means  by  which  the  treaty  conmact 
is  to  be  complied  with;  and  in  tbe  preaent  state  of  the 
rirer  above  tbe  seat  of  Government  (Little  Rock)  it  can- 
not, with  any  certainty,  be  done. 

It  is  due  to  the  State,  the  Indians,  the  garrisons  on 
our  frontier,  as  well  as  to  the  Government,  to  make  the 
appropriatioo  asked  for  ia  tbe  amendment)  therefore. 
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the  Governaient  hu  made  •  small  appropriation  for  the 
removal  of  obstructions  in  the  river  ArksiTsas  below  Lit- 
tle Rock,  which  has  rendered  the  navigation  to  the  seat 
of  Government  safer,  and  most  of  the  season  certain. 
Mr.  Y.  hoped  that  the  amendment  would  not  be  reject- 
ed beckuse  it  was  not  reported  by  a  standing  committee  < 
it  was  sufficient  for  bim  that  the  Legislature  of  his  Slate 
had  forwarded  to  this  Congf^ss  a  memorial  for  the  very 
purposes  indicated  in  the  amendment.  This  memorial 
is  now  in  another  branch  of  thia  Congress,  which  might 
account  for  its  not  being  favored  with  a  recommenda- 
tion from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Y.  said  the  appropriation  for  the  improvement  off 
the  White,  Black,  and  St.  Francis  rivers  was  of  vast  im- 
portance to  the  northern  and  eastern  portions  of  the 
State.  He  regretted  extremely  the  disposition  of  the 
committee  to  reject  every  amendment  that  was  not  re- 
ported by  a  standing  committee;  for  himself,  he  be- 
lieved his  conatituents  knew  as  much  or  more  of  the 
importance  of  this  appropriation  than  any  standing  com- 
mittee, and  they  had  demanded  it. 

Mr.  Y.  concluded  by  saying,  this  being  a  Ufoier  meas- 
ure, he  had  but  little  hope  of  its  passage)  it  was  not  upon 
tlie  seaboard  nor  upon  the  lakes,  and  somehow  or  other 
it  found  no  favor  with  that  interest  in  this  House. 
After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  HARRISON, 
The  amendment  was  rejected. 
Mr.   REED  offered    an    amendment    appropriating 
$5,000  for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Province- 
town,  Massachusetts. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  REED,  SMITH, 
and  CRAIG, 
The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  MILLIGAN  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  increas- 
ing the  amount  for  the  harbor  at  Wilmington,  Delaware, 
from  $8,000  to  $15,000.     Rejected. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
creasing the  amount  appropriated  fur  repairs  of  the 
harbor  of  Chester,  Pennaylvania,  from  $500  to  $3,000. 
After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  INGERSOLL,  the  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MARTIN  moved  an  amendment  appropriating 
$100,000  for  the  improvement  of  the  Tennessee  river 
at  tlie  Muscle  and  Colbert  ahoals,  in  the  State  of  Alaba- 
ma. After  aome  remarks  from  Messrs.  MARTIN  and 
CHAPMAN,  the  question  was  taken,  and  the  amend- 
ment was  rejected. 

Mr.  Gil  OLSON  offered  an  amendment  appropriating 
$100,000  for  removing  the  obstructions  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Tombigbee  river,  and  constituting  the  town  of  Van 
Buren  a  port  of  entry ;  also,  an  appropriation  of  $20,000 
for  similar  purposeafor  the  Yallabusha  river{  and  a  third 
appropriation  of  $20,000  for  another  similar  object. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  GHOLSON,  the  ques- 
tion was  taken,  and  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  WISE  offered  an  amendment  appropriating  $1,000 
fur  the  placing  of  buoys  at  certain  puinta  on  the  Eastern 
Shore  of  Virgmia. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  WISE,  SMITH, 
CRARY,  E.  WHITTLESEY,  SUTHERLAND,  BELL, 
and  HARPER,  the  amendment  was  negatived. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  stsi. 
king  out  the  following  item: 

<*  For  opening  a  passage  of  6fty  ysrds  wide  and  seven 
feet  deep,  at  low  water,  between  the  town  of  Beaufort 
and  Pamlico  Sound,  North  Carolina,  and  for  improving 
New  river,  in  addition  to  two  sums  of  five  thousand  dol- 
lars each,  appropriated  at  the  Isst  session  of  Congress 
for  the  harbor  at  Beaufort  and  for  New  river,  twenty 
thousand  dollars." 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  made  some  remarks  in  support 
of  his  motion,  and  had  not  concluded  when,  tj^e  hour  of 
three  having  arrived. 

The  House  took  a  recess. 


EviHiso  Sbbsiov. 

The  House  reassembled  at  half  past  four  o'clock,  when 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  concluded  his  remarka  on  the 
amendment  under  discussion  at  the  time  the  House  took 
a  recess,  which  was  to  strike  out  the  following  item: 

<*  For  opening  a  passage  fifty  feet  wide  and  aeven  feet 
deep,  at  low  water,  between  the  town  of  Beaufort  and 
Pamlico  Sound,  North  Carolina,  and  for  improving  New 
river,  in  addition  to  two  sums  of  $5,000  each,  appropria- 
ted at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  for  the  harbor  at 
Beaufort  and  for  New  river,  $20,000." 

Mr.  McKAY  and  Mr.  WILLIAMS  of  North  Carolina 
apoke  In  opposition  to  the  amendment,  and  in  joatifica- 
tion  of  the  propriety  of  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  HARPER  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  atriking 
out  the  following  item: 

**  For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of 
Baltimore,  Maryland,  fifteen  thousand  dollars." 

Mr.  H.  briefly  supported  his  amendment,  and  advert- 
ed to  the  fact  that  the  citizens  of  PhiUdelpbia  bore 
themselves  the  expense  of  clearing  out  their  harbor,  and 
was  at  a  loss,  he  said,  to  see  why  Baltimore  should  be  so 
much  more  favored. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  and  Mr.  SMITH  briefly  replied 
to  Mr.  HARPER. 

Mr.  HOWARD  said,  that  if  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania had  allowed  himself  to  reflect  lor  a  few  mo- 
ments, he  must  have  perceived  that  he  waa  the  laat  man 
in  the  Houae  who  ought  to  have  made  this  motion.  Be- 
tween the  cities  which  they  respectively  represented 
there  had  long  been,  and  still  was,  an  active  commercial 
competition,  but  conducted  upon  liberal  and  fair  princi* 
pies*  The  people  of  Baltimore  had  resorted  to  every  I 
expedient  to  extend  the  advantages  flowing  from  their  j 
geogrsphical  position,  and  had  kept  their  harbor  open 
this  winter  by  mesns  of  an  ice  boat,  an  invention  of  their 
own;  and  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  wooUi  find 
that  his  people  were  so  deeply  impressed  with  the  ne- 
cessity of  counteracting  thia  step,  that  they  were  about 
to  do  the  same  thing.  This  motion  would,  if  aucceasful, 
very  much  cripple  the  commerce  of  Elaltimore;  and 
would  be  aaid,  by  those  less  charitable  than  he  (Mr. 
H.)  was,  to  proceed  from  a  nsrrow  jealoday,  which 
be  was  sure  neither  the  gentleman  nor  4iia  constit- 
uents felt.  But  unkind  persons  would  so  con&true  it, 
and  he  begged  leave  to  state  that,  upon  this  sub|ect,  the 
colleague  of  the  gentleman  [Mr.  SuTHsmuavB]  had  in- 
troduced this  bill  at  the  last  session,  and  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered a  more  appropriate  representative  of  the  feeli'gs 
of  Philadelphia  than  the  author  of  the  pending  motion . 

If  the  gentleman  would  exchange  bia  magnificent  riv- 
er and  flowing  tides,  which  swept  ao  nobly  ^long  in 
front  of  hia  wharves,  for  the  land-locked  harbor  of  Bal- 
timore, he  might  be  welcome  to  thia  appropriation. 
But  the  peculiar  position  of  Baltimore  had  attracted  the 
attention  of  Congress  sooner  than  any  other  harbor  in 
the  United  States;  for,  in  1791,  an  act  of  Congreaa  was 
passed  assenting  to  the  imposition  of  a  small  tax  upon 
tonnage,  for  the  express  purpose  of  keeping  the  harbor 
clear;  but  its  product  waa  ao  inconsiderable  that  the 
State  had  permitted  the  city  to  apply  a  valuable  fund  in 
aid  of  it,  amounting  to  twenty,  twenty-five  or  thirty 
thousand  dollars  a  year.  This  fupd  had  been  tern- 
porarily  withdrawn,  under  circumstances  which  had 
no  sort  of  connexion  with  the  question  before  the 
House.  It  was  sufficient  to  know  that  it  was  with- 
drawn; and  whilst  harbors,  great  and  small,  were  re- 
ceiving the  care  of  Government,  it  was  not  to  be 
supposed  that  a  port  of  auch  nature  aa  Baltimore 
could  be  overlooked.  There  were  many  other  consid- 
erations connected  with  the  subject,  but  the  time  of  the 
House  ought  to  be  now  counted  by  minutes,  and  be  would 
therefore  consume  no  more  of  it. 
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The  motion  wm  then  rejected,  without  a  diviflion. 

Mr.  LTON  moved  to  strike  out  "  twenty  thousand," 
and  infiert*'fiftjF  thousand,'*  so  as  to  increase  the  appropri- 
ition  for  improving  the  navigation  of  the  Mobile  bay,  by 
deepening  the  channel  across  Dog  river  bar  and  Manlaw 


Mr.  L.  said  he  did  not  intend  to  consume  the  time  of 
(be  House  by  a  speech  at  the  present  stage  of  the  ses- 
sion, but  he  begged  to  make  a  brief  statemept  of  facts 
in  support  of  the  motion  he  had  submitted.  He  request- 
ed that  the  Clerk  might  read  a  memorial  from  the 
Chsmber  of  Commerce  of  Mobile,  asking  an  appropria- 
tion for  (be  improvement  of  the  Mobile  bay)  which  was 
dooe. 

It  vould  be  seen,  continued  Mr.  L.,  from  the  document 
just  read,  that  the  value  of  the  exports  uf  cotton  alone, 
froQ  Mobile,  waa  estimated  for  the  present  year  at 
(venty  milliona  of  dollars,  and  the  number  of  vessels 
that  discharge  and  receive  cargoes  at  not  less  than  live 
handred.  All  vessels  drawing  over  ten  feet  of  water 
vere  obliged  to  remain  below  Dog  river  bar,  at  anchor, 
in  the  bay,  a  distance  of  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  from  the 
city  of  Mobile,  and  had  to  discharge  their  cargoes  and 
receive  their  return  freights  with  the  aid  of  light- 
ers. The  obstruction  to  the  navigation  interposed  by 
i)og  river  bar  subjected  persons  engaged  in  commer- 
ciai  pursuits  and  in  the  navigation  of  the  ba}'  to  much 
inconvenience,  delay,  and  expense.  A  very  intelligent 
officer  of  the  engineer  corps,  Captiin  Chase,  had,  in 
his  report,  estimated  the  cost  of  deepening  the  channel 
Krois  the  bar,  so  as  to  admit  vesaels  drawinv  twelve  feet 
of  water,  at  one  hundred  and  fif^y  thousand  dollars^  and 
had  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  improvement,  when 
completed,  would  be  permanent.  Mr.  L.  begged  that 
the  report  from  the  engineer  department  might  be 
read  by  the^lerk.  He  said  he  feared  the  small  sum  of 
(venty  thousand  dollars,  proposed  in  the  bill,  would  not 
beaufficient  to  make  all  the  necessary  preparations  for 
the  commence ment  of  the  wall,  and  leave  on  hand  a  sum 
sufficient  to  enable  much  progress  to  be  made  in  deep- 
tninjr  the  channel  across  the  bsr.  The  improvement 
contemplated  wm  one  of  much  consequence  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Abibsma,  and  parta  of  Mississippi  and  Geor- 
gia; and  he  hoped  he  was  not  asking  too  much  in  pro- 
posing to  appropriate,  at  the  present  time,  one  third  of 
(be  estimated  coat  of  the  work.  With  an  appropriation 
of  &fiy  thousand  dollars,  every  necessary  preparation 
could  be  at  once  made,  and  the  work  commenced  with 
B  proapect  of  its  early  completion.  It  had  heretofore 
been  commenced,  but  the  amount  appropriated  had 
been  so  small  that  little  or  no  progress,  he  believed,  had 
been  msde.  It  was,  no  doubt,  (said  Mr.  L.,)  the  inten- 
(ion  of  Congress  to  complete  an  improvement  already 
eonmenced,  and  known  to  be  essentially  important  i 
tnd  he  hoped  his  proposition  to  increase  the  sppropria- 
(ion  might  prerail. 

Mr  6HOLSON  and  Mr.  SUTHERLAND  made  a  few 
remarks  in  support  of  the  amendment,  when  it  was 
agreed  to:  Yeas  64,  nays  61. 

Ur.  GRAVK3  then  moved  the  following  amendment, 
which  he  supported  by  a  statement  of  the  great  impor* 
^ce  of  this  work  to  the  commerce  of  the  whole  West- 
ern States,  twelve  of  which  were  directly  interested: 

"  And  he  U  further  enacted,  That  all  the  tolls  that  have 
been,  and  shall  hereafter  be,  received  by  the  Govern- 
ntent  upon  the  stock  which  it  now  owns,  or  may  hereaf- 
ter acquire,  in  the  Louisville  and  Portland  canal,  be  ap- 
propriated by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  pur- 
chasing up  the  individual  stock  in  said  canal,  on  such 
terms  as  he  msy  think  besti  and  that  when  all  the  stock 
"1  the  said  canal  shall  be  thus  acquired  by  the  Govern- 
inent  of  the  United  States,  and  the  amount  hereby  ap- 
propriated shall  be  refunded  to  the  Govemmcnt,  that 


tolls  thereon  shall  be  ao  reduced  aa  barely  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  superintending,  repairing,  and  enlarging,  of 
aaid  canal,  so  as  to  answer  the  purposes  of  the  com- 
merce of  the  rtver  Ohio. 

**And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  $225,000  be,  and  are 
hereby,  appropriated  for  purchasing  up  the  individual 
stock  of  the  Louisville  and  Portland  eanal{  and  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury %e,  and  be  ia  hereby,  autho- 
rized  to  purchase  up  so  much  of  said  individual  stock  as 
he  can  procure  for  the  sum  hereby  appropriated:  Pro- 
vided, however,  That  he  shall  not  pay  a  greater  price 
than  fifteen  per  cent,  advance  upon  the  par  value  ef  said 
stofck." 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  GRAVES,  CAM- 
BRBLBNG,  PEARCE  of  Rhode  Island,  and  FRENCH, 

Mr.  STORER  moved  a  proviso  that  a  survey  should 
be  first  made,  to  ascertain  whether  the  canal  was  sub- 
stantially built,  and  capable  of  passing  all  the  steamboats 
which  navigate  the  Western  waters;  which  was  dissgreed 
t0{  and  then 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  GRAVES  was  disagreed  to.- 
Yeaa  49,  nays  84. 

Mr.  CASEY  moved  an  amendment  for  a  survey  and 
estimate  for  the  removal  uf  obstructions  in  the  Illinois 
and  Kaskaskia  rivers,  $5,000.    Lost. 

Mr.  CRANE  moved  an  amendment  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  $20,000.    Lost. 

Mr.  CLAIBORNE,  of  Mississippi,  moved  the  follow- 
ing •' 

<*  For  a  continuation  of  the  survey  of  the  Mississippi 

sescoast,  from  the  Rigplets  to  Mobile  Point,  including 
the  mouths  of  Pearl  and  Pascagoula  rivers,  $3,000." 

Mr.  C.  said  that  he  would  not  detain  the  committee  at 
this  late  hour,  when  the  lime  of  the  House  was  as  valu- 
able as  it  waa  limited.  A  survey  of  this  interesting  sea- 
board had  already  been  ordered  upon  his  motion,  and 
he  now  moved  an  additional  appropriation  in  the  event 
of  the  former  proving  inadequate.  His  sole  object,  in 
brief,  wss  to  direct  public  attention  to  that  part  of  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  a  section  heretofore  unknown^nd 
little  appreciated,  but  which  in  every  point  of  view  de- 
served the  attention  of  Government.  He  had  on  a  for- 
mer occasion,  when  the  House  had  ordered  a  reconnois- 
sance  of  the  coast,  expressed  his  views  at  length;  and  he 
would  now  merely  express  a  hope  that  the  report  of  the 
officer  detailed  for  the  service  would  at  the  next  session 
of  Congress  be  followed  up  by  liberal  appropriations  to 
improve  the  fine  harbors  between  the  Rigolets  and  Mo- 
bile point. 

The  bill  waa  then  laid  aside,  to  be  reported  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  that  the  committee  take 
up  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill,  including  the  appropri- 
ation to  pay  the  members  themselves. 

Mr.  MERCER  moved  to  take  up  the  Cumberland  road 
bill. 

The  former  motion,  taking  precedence,  was  put,  and 
agreed  to;  Yeas  89,  nays  59. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Tlie  committee  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
this  bill. 

The  bill,  together  with  the  several  amendments  re- 
ported thereto  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and' Means, 
having  been  read — 

Mr.  W.  THOMPSON  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
serting: 

"  For  the  salary  and  outfit  of  a  diplomatic  agent,  to  be 
forthwith  sent  to  the  independent  Government  of  Texas, 
thousand  dollars. 

<*  For  the  expenses  of  running  a  boundary  line  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  independent  Government 
of  Texas, thousand  dollars;  such  line  to  be  run  by 
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commissioners  to  be  appointed  by  tbe  United  States  and 
the  republic  of  Texas." 

Mr.  T.  said  no  one  could  regret  more  than  he  did  the 
very  limited  time  that  is  allowed  for  this  discussion.  I,  air. 
(said  Mr.  T.,)  am  in  no  way  responsible  for  it.  My  fault  has 
certainly  not  been  a  want  of  zeal  in  preaaing*  tbe  subject 
upon  Congress.  The  coarse  of  things  for  the  last  few 
weeks  has  been  eminently  ilAstra'tive  and  characteristic. 
The  whole  time  of  the  House  has  been  occupied  with 
matters  of  purely  a  personal  or  local  character — in  a  mis- 
erable scramble  for  spoils,  in  which  all  parties  have 
equally  participated « to  the  exclusion  of  every  thing  of 
general  importance.  Tbe  question  now  before  the 
House  involves,  in  some  sort,  the  destinies  of  a  young 
republic  just  rising  into  existence,  and  our  own  charac- 
ter  for  justice,  consistency,  and  a  fearless  discharge  of 
our  duties.  It  ts  peculiarly  fitting  that  we  should  intro* 
duce  this  young  sister  into  the  great  family  of  nations. 
Why  has  it  been  so  long  postponed?  Are  gentlemen 
afraid  of  the  argument?  Are  they  afraid  that  a  spon- 
taneous burst  of  popular  enthusiasm  will  force  them  to 
do  that  to  which  the  cold,  selfish,  and  sectional  feelings 
of  politicians  are  opposed? 

I  hope  (said  Mr.  T.)  to  show,  beyond  the  power  of 
refutation,  that  it  is  our  right  and  duty  to  recognise 
Texas,  upon  every  principle  of  national  law,  as  laid  down 
by  every  publicist  of  reputation,  as  well  as  upon  the  es- 
tablished practice  of  our  own  and  all  other  Governments. 
Martens,  a  writer  of  the  very  highest  authority,  lays  it 
down  that  **a  foreign  nation  does  not  appear  to  violate 
its  perfect  obligations,  nor  to  dewate  from  the  principles 
of  its  neutrality,  if,  in  adverting  to  the  possession  of 
power,  without  examining  into  its  legality,  it  recogni- 
ses," &c. 

Vattel  says:  *<  In  this  particular  foreign  Powers  take 
for  their  rule  the  circumstance  of  the  actual  possession 
of  ppwer,  if  the  interest  of  their  affairs  so  require;  and, 
indeed,  there  cannot  be  a  more  certain  rule,  or  one 
whiph  is  more  agreeable  to  the  law  of  nations  or  the  in- 
dependency of  States.  As  foreigners  have  no  right  to 
interfere  in  the  domestic  concerns  of  a  nation,  they  are 
not  obliged  to  canvass  and  scrutinize  her  conduct  in  the 
management  of  them,  in  order  to  determine  how  far  it 
is  eiiherjuftt  or  unjust.  They  may  suppose  the  right 
to  be  annexed  to  the  possession. 

"  Whenra  nation  has  expelled  her  sovereign,  other  na- 
tions consider  her  thenceforward  as  a  free  and  sovereign 
•Stale. 

•*  If  foreign  Powers  have  received  the  ministers  of  a 
usurper,  and  sent  theirs  to  him,  the  lawful  Prince,  on  re- 
covering the  throne,  cannot  complain  of  these  measures 
as  an  injury.'*  I  will  not  fatigue'  the  committee  with 
other  authorities  from  writers  on  public  law;  I  will  only 
add  the  height  of  one  distinguished  name  of  our  own 
country.  Mr.  Clay,  in  his  speech  on  the  recognition 
of  the  South  American  States,  holds  the  following  lan- 
guage: 

**  The  rule  we  have  followed  has  ever  been  this:  to  look 
at  the  state  of  the  fact,  and  recognise  that  Government, 
be  it  what  it  might,  which  waa  m  actual  possession  of 
sovereign  powers.  When  one  of  these  Governments 
was  overthrown,  without  embarrassing  ourselves  with 
any  of  the  principles  involved  in  the  contest,  we  have 
ever  acknowledged  the  new  and  actual  Government  as 
soon  as  it  had  positive  existence.  If  there  is  any  pnn- 
C'ple  settled  for  ages,  any  which  is  found  in  the  very  na- 
ture of  things,  it  is  that  every  sovereign  Power  has  the 
right  to  judge  of  the  existence  of  other  sovereignties." 
It  is,  sir,  founded  in  the  very  nature  of  things.  What 
ts  recognition?  The  acknowledgment,  the  annuncia- 
tion of  a  fact;  nothing  more.  What  the  necessity  of  this 
rule?  The  intercourse  of  nations  is  regulated  by  con- 
tracts called  treaties.     With  whom  are  these  contracts  to 


be  made?  With  the  Government  having  actual  posses- 
sion of  power;  for  no  other  can  enforce  them.  A 
stronger  case  for  illustration  cannot  be  stated  than  that 
which  we  are  considering?  We  have  an  unsettled  ques- 
tion of  boundary;  can  Mexico  send  commissioners  to 
meet  ours  in  adjusting  the  line?  Can  Mexico  guaranty 
that  line  when  it  is  run?  Is  there,  in  short,  one  vestige 
of  Mexican  power  left  in  Texas?  Why,  sir,  Mexico  has 
no  Government  any  where.  It  has  none  of  the  attri- 
butes of  a  Government — it  is  the  corpse  of  a  Govern- 
ment— the  outward  seeming  and  form,  but  without  the 
living  principle.  Look  at  the  correspondence  of  our 
minister  with  the  Mexican  Government;  what  a  long  li&t 
of  violations  of  the  laws  of  nations,  and.outrages  upon  all 
the  rights  of  American  citizens;  otitrages,  if  she  were 
a  respectable  Power,  sufficient  to  Justify  war.  She^a 
not.  She  is  too  weak,  too  feeble,  for  a  contest  with  us; 
and  nothing  that  is  like  to  occur  would,  in  my  judgment, 
justify  it.  Mexico  is  unable  to  restrain  her  people  from 
violation  of  our  rights;  she  is  unable  to  compensate 
for  the  accumulated  outrages  which  have  been  perpe- 
trated. I  am,  nevertheless,  not  only  opposed  to  war 
measuresi  but  to  menaces;  although  I  well  understand  that 
these  menaces  are  intended  to  aid  in  procuring  a  treaty 
fur  the  ceasion  of  Texas.  Anxious  as  I  may  be  for  such 
an  event,  vast  and  inappreciable  as  would  be  its  advan- 
^*g^>>  yc^  8>i*»  ^^c  greatest  earthly  good  is  not  to 
be  sought  by  individuals,  or  nations,  by  dishonorable 
means. 

If  you  restrict  the  inquiry  as  to  recognition  to  tbe  fact 
of  the  possession  of  power,  the  rule  is  safe  and  certain. 
If  you  put  it  upon  the  probability  of  maintaining  that 
possession,  you  are  thrown  into  a  wilderness  of  doubt 
and  uncertainty;  you  have  no  data  which  spproach  cer- 
tainty. Upon  what  are  such  calculations  to  be  made? 
Upon  the  superiority  in  money,  men,  and  ships?  How 
fallacioua  does  all  history  show  such  data  to  be?  Wt>o 
can  estimate  that  Antaean  quality  of  liberty  which  rises 
from  every  fall  •'renewed  with  strength,  and  fresh  witli 
life?"  Who  can  estimate  the  power  of  free  institutions, 
the  difference  between  an  army  of  freemen,  contemling 
for  their  hearths  and  altars,  and  the  trained  bands  of  a 
despot?  Who,  looking  at  the  matter  a  priori,  would 
have  predicted  the  successful  termination  of  our  onn 
Revolution?  Or  that  a  little  State  like  Holland,  not 
much  larger  than  that  from  which  I  came,  and  like  it  in 
other  things  than  extent  of  territory,  could,  single-hand- 
ed and  alune,  have  contended  against  the  power  of 
England  on  the  ocean,  and  of  France,  of  the  magnificent 
Louis,  on  land?  Yet  her  institutions  were  free,  and  her 
people,  therefore,  patriots;  and  she  did  so  struggle,  and 
gave  to  the  history  of  man  some  of  its  brightest  pag-es 
and  most  illustrious  names — the  names  of  Van  Tromp, 
De  Ruyter,  and  De  Witt. 

I  can  well  conceive  a  case  where,  with  the  strong 
probability,  and  almost  or  quite  a  certainty,  of  the  insur- 
gent Government  being  speedily  overthrown,  foreign 
nations  would  not  only  have  the  right,  but  would  be 
forced  by  an  irreaistible  necessity,  to  recognise  such 
Government.  Many  of  the  countries  of  Europe  are 
dependent  upon  those  on  the  Baltic  for  bread.  In  the 
case  of  a  successful  rebellion,  and  the  establishment, 
however  temporarily,  of  another  G'.vemment,  are  those 
countries  thus  dependent,  to  wait  for  the  restoration  of 
the  ancient  order,  and  starve  in  the  mean  time?  Take 
another  case:  Great  Britain  is,  in  my  judgment,  abso- 
lutely dependent  for  her  very  existence  upon  American 
cotton.  It  empio)  s  so  much  of  her  labor,  and  its  manu- 
facture constitutes  so  large  a  portion  of  her  wealth  and 
power,  that  to  be  deprived  of  it  W9uld  be  to  strike  at 
the  very  foundation  of  her  social  and  commercial  organ- 
ization; and  it  is  a  consoling  reflection  to  me  that  Old 
England  is  not  the  ohly  country  in  the  world  that  is  thus 
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dependent.  In  the  event  of  a  successful  revolution  here, 
is  s!ie  to  ctlculftte  the  probabilities  of  the  ter  mint  tic  n  of 
the  contest,  and,  in  the  mean  time,  to  bid  famine  and 
desfjUtion  to  stalk  through  the  land.'  No,  sir;  she  would 
recog^nise  the  Government  in  power,  establish  relations 
with  it,  and,  when  it  was  overthrown,  would  do  the 
lame  with  the  new  Government.  What  was  the  course 
of  England  to  those  who  temporarily  held  power  during 
and  xx  the  close  of  the  French  revolution — *hat  revolu- 
ton  igainst  which  all  her  vast  powers  were  roused  and 
exeritd—opposition  to  which  has  entailed  upon  her  a 
debt  which  hts  made  every  eighth  man  in  England  a 
pauper'  Did  she  look  to  the  principles  involved?  No) 
she  utterly  and  always  reprobated  them;  but  only  to  the 
fact  of  the  possession  of  sovereign  power.  What  was 
(he  course  of  our  own  Government,  in  the  ever-chang- 
ing phases  of  that  awful  conflict  which  deluged  France 
in  blood,  and  made  of  her  beautiful  city  a  modern  Gol- 
jTotha'  Whenever  the  curtain  rose  on  a  new  scene  in 
(hat  grand  drama  of  blood  and  crime,  and  new  actors 
appeared  upon  the  stage  with  the  truncheon  of  power,  we 
did  not  hesitate  to  clasp  their  reeking  hands,  ay,  sir, 
with  the  blood  of  the  best  son  of  Louis,  our  own  good 
ind  grei^t  ally,  who  had  taken  us  by  the  hand  and  led 
tt9  through  "the  dark  valley"  of  our  Revolution,  clotted 
under  their  finger  nails!  Even  with  (he  Directory,  the 
infamous  Directory,  we  were  not  only  willing  to  estab- 
lish relations,  but  sought  them,  sued  for  them. 

What  was  the  course  of  our  Government  with  the  in* 
lurgent  States  of  South  America?  Spain  bad  not  aban- 
doned the  contest.  There  were  at  the  very  moment 
ten  thou8:ind  Spanish  troops  in  Venezuela  alone,  and 
Spain  had  possession  of  important  posts  in  all  the  States, 
if  Slates  they  might  be  called.  Spain  and  Portugal 
were  both  arming  and  girding  their  loins  for  a  last 
desperate  confl  ct.  There  was  every  reason  to  believe 
Hut  the  allied  sovereigns  of  Europe  were  about  to  inter- 
fere on  the  part  of  Spain;  and  it  is  now  matter  of  history 
that  at  the  Congress  of  Aiz  la  Chapelle  a  proposition  to 
(bat  effect  was  made  by  Prussia,  and  only  prevented  by 
the  resistance  of  England.  In  addition  to  which.  South 
Arnerica  was  torn  to  pieces  by  intestine  divisions;  bos- 
die  chiefs  were  in  the  6eld,  more  opposed  to  each  other 
(han  to  Spain.  Under  these  circumstances,  we  did  not 
hesitate  to  recognise  them.  We  did  more:  we  forbade 
foreign  interposition.  Our  Government  was  forced  to 
these  (seasures  by  the  irrepressible  enthusiasm  of  the 
people,  who,  in  all  matters  involving  the  interest  of  hu- 
m^n  liberty,  are  always  ahead  of  cold,  selfish,  calculating 
politicians.  And  why  was  it  so?  Was  it  really  a  con- 
teat  for  liberty?  In  name  only;  for  the  slightest  reflec- 
tion would  have  satisfied  any  one  that  they  were  incapa- 
ble of  maintaining  it.  It  was  not  for  liberty,  but  a  change 
(>f  masters;  whether  they  should  be  the  subjects  ot  a 
civil  despotism,  as  they  were;  or  a  military  despotism,  as 
they  are.  As  to  regulated  liberty,  they  were  unfit  for  it. 
They  were  intoxicated  with  its  spirit,  and  reeled  and 
tottrred  along,  until  they  fell  into  the  aame  alough  from 
*l»cb  they  had  emerged.  They  prostrated  themselves 
before  the  harlot  Licentiousness,  and  fondly  iinagined 
that  they  were  worshipping  the  true  goddess.  The 
great  cause  of  civil  liberty  was  as  little  concerned  as  it 
^^uld  be  in  the  question  which  particular  bufl*alo  should 
■tad  the  vast  herds  which  roam  over  our  magnificent 
prairies.  Yet,  when  they  unfurled  their  banner,  they 
■iHcribed  upon  it  the  sacred  words,  <'  Liberty  and  Ilepub- 
'c,"  and  our  hearts  bounded  to  them.  It  was  right,  sir, 
'^  the  spontaneous  and  unperverted  feelings  of  our  peo- 
ple always  are  right;  we  no  longer  deserve  liberty  than 
ve  on  sympathize  with  those  who  are  struggling  for  it; 
*e  are  no  longer  capable  of  maintaining  it,  when  we 
are  afiftid  to  express  that  sympathy.  Compare  the  situ- 
>tiuD  of  South  American  States  then  with  Texas  now. 


South  America,  without  regular  Governments,  army, 
navy,  or  treasury;  with  the  prospect  of  all  Europe  com- 
bining against  the  new  States,  and  torn  to  pieces  by 
domestic  dissensions:  Texas,  with  no  motive  for  any 
foreign  Power  to  interfere;  a  well-adjusted  and  well- 
administered  Government,  united  as  one  man;  an  army, 
a  band  of  t|eroes;  a  treasury  in  her  lands  almost  inex- 
haustible, and  one  strictly  so  in  the  high  minds  and 
brave  hearts  of  her  gallant  defenders,  who  ask  no  wages 
but  victory,  no  guerdon  but  liberty. 

Look  at  the  very  sensible  report  of  the  sgent  (Mr. 
Morfit)  lately  sent  to  Texas.  This  fighting  between 
Americans  and  Mexicana  is  no  new  thing;  it  has  been 
going  on  since  1812;  and  what  has  been  the  uniform  re- 
sult }  That  the  Americans,  with  one  fifth  of  the  numbers 
of  their  adversaries,  have  always  been  victors — 400  in 
an  open  fair  field  beating  4,000  of  the  best  troops  of 
Mexico.  I  will  not  unnecessarily  go  into  the  detail.  It 
fully  austains  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Morfit,  that  their  relative 
power  and  efltciency  is  as  one  to  five.  Every  military 
man  knowa  that  the  superiority  of  good  troops  over  bad 
is  increased  in  an  almost  infinite  ratio  as  you  increase 
the  numbers  engaged.  To  say  nothing  of  the  advantages 
of  the  troops  of  the  country  invaded  over  those  of  the 
invaders,  Mr.  Morfit  slatea  the  army  of  Texas  to  be  7,000 
fighting  men;  does  any  man  honestly  think  that  Mexico 
can  ever  send  men  enough  to  Texas  to  reconquer  it?  No 
man  does. 

We  recognised  Mexico  in  1822.  She  had  no  Govern- 
ment until  1824.  Spain  had  possession  of  the  fortress  of 
St.  Juan  de  Uiloa,  one  of  the  strongest  in  the  world,  and 
one  which  military  men  regard  as  the  key  to  Mexico, 
and  giving  to  those  in  possession  of  it  absolute  command 
of  the  country.  Not  only  has  Mexico  no  foothold  in 
Texas,  but  the  foot  of  a  hostile  Mexican  does  not  pollute 
her  free  soil.  Can  Mexico  complain  that  we  do  for 
Texas  lahat  we  did  for  her?  As  to  advancing  the  great 
cause  of  human  liberty,  how  wide,  how  immeasurable,  is 
the  diflference!  The  Texians  have  learned  their  lessons 
of  liberty  where  alone  they  can  be  well  learned,  at  the. 
fireside.  They  take  with  them  ou^  liberty,  langusge, 
and  laws;  and  in  my  heart  1  believe  the  three  are  in- 
separable, and* that  the  first  cannot  be  enjoyed  without 
the  last.  It  has  been  the  faahion,  sir,  to  disparage  and 
denounce  the  people  of  Texas.  1  regret  that  an  illus- 
trious  man-*a  man  than  whom  I  reverence  and  tespect 
none  living  more,  for  all  his  great  and  good  qualities — 
has  lent  the  weight  of  his  great  name  to  that  which,  if 
he  had  not  done  so,  Ishoul(J  pronounce  a  gross  calumny. 
Is  it  true  that  these  people  left  a  free  Government  fur 
a  despotism?  They  left  the  oppressed,  the  tribute-pay- 
ing South,  for  a  Government  as  free  as  any  under  the  sun, 
amply  and  cautiously  secured  by  charters.  As  to  the 
population,  I  will  only  say  that  the  delegation  which 
Texas  sent  here  a  year  ago  could  have  desired  a  com- 
parison with  the  representation  of  the  majority  of  the 
States  on  this  floor,  only  on  the  score  of  personal  vanity. 
But,  sir,  look  to  their  career,  wise,  glorious,  and  merci- 
ful, as  it  has  been.  Let  any  man  point  his  finger  to  a 
fault  that  they  have  committed;  where  they  have  failed 
to  do  the  right  thing  in  the  right  place;  where  they  have 
f«iled  to  conquer  their  enemies  in  the  field,  or  to  spare 
tlvem  when  conquered.  Is  it  to  such  a  people  that  you 
will  refuse  sympathies  which  have  been  squandered  up- 
on the  undeserving? 

But,  sir,  there  is  a  point  in  our  history  still  more  stri- 
king than  those  to  which  I  have  just  alluded:  the  case  of 
the  rising  of  Greece  againat  the  power  of  the  Ottoman — 
an  insurrection  begun  by  some  bandit  chiefs.  The 
Greeks — always  turbulent,  factious,  treacherous,  and 
mercenary;  their  descendants  possessing  none  of  the 
qualities  of  their  ancestors  but  tlieir  vices — chained  down 
in  slavery  for  two  thousand  years,  abhorred  and  degra- 
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ded  by  Byzantine  and  Mussulman,  iuperstitious  and  op* 
pressive— raised  once  more  the  shout  of  liberty;  and  what 
did  we  see'  A  proposition,  in  the  very^ncipiency  of 
their  struggle,  to  give  them  the  aid  of  our  countenance; 
sy,  sir,  even  at  the  risk  of  a  conflict  with  the  Holy  Alli- 
ance, and  tendering  that  issue.  Whence  came  this 
movement?  From  a  very  distinguished  representative 
of  that  ver^  section  which  is  with  such  unanimity  op- 
posed to  this  amendment!  Why  is  this,  sir?  The  true 
answer,  if  given,  would  do  any  thing  else  thsn  satisfy  a 
very  Urge  portion  of  the  people  of  this  confederacy. 
We  could  sympathize  with  ihe  degenerate  Greek.  We 
.could  hope  to  see  Greece,  surrounded  by  Austris,  Rus- 
sia, and  Turkey,  a  free  republic — a  beautiful  geography, 
truly,  for  a  republic.  There  are  no  such  sympathies 
now  for  Texas,  nor  for  liberty. 

I  will  allude  to  only  one  other  case;  and  although  it 
was  not  the  action  of  our  Government,  yet  it  is  one  which 
is  more  touching  to  my  feelings.  It  was  the  course  of 
France;  that  to  which  I  feel  we  are  indebted  for  the 
privilege  which  we  have  of  sitting  here;  to  which,  next 
to  an  all-wise  and  all-ruling  Providence,  and  the  wisdom 
and  courage  of  our  fathers,  we  are  indebted  for  the  suc- 
cess of  our  own  Revolution.  It  was  to  us  wbAt  our  rec- 
ognition may  be  to  Texas — the  crisis  of  our  fate.  It 
was  just  at  the  moment  of  Lord  North's  conciliatory  res- 
olution, which  General  Washington  was  afraid  would  be 
known  to  the  army,  believing  that  it  would  divide  our 
people  and  paralyze  our  strength.  It  was  in  Febru- 
ary, 1778,  that  we  were  recognised  by  France*  Will 
any  one  say  that  the  contest  was  then  ended,  or  even 
that  there  was  a  probability  of  success?  That  gave  us 
success.  And  if  ever  there  was  a  scene  upon  this  earth 
upon  which,  the  powers  above  looked  with  delight,  it 
was  when  Lafayette  rushed  into  the  tent  of  Washington 
to  announce  the  fact,  fell  upon  his  breast,  and  burst  into 
tears.  Sir,  is  there  a  man  with  the  heart  of  a  man  who 
can  look  back  upon  that  scene  and  refuse  to  others  that 
cciuntenance  to  which  we  are  so  much  indebted  for  our 
own  national  existence? 

I  have  been  asked,  of  what  great  advantage  to  Texas 
would  our  recognition  be ?  I  answer,  it  gi/es  her  position 
countenance.  If  we  refuse  it,  how  greatly  will  it  em- 
barrass her.  If  she  applies,  as  she  will,  to  other  nations, 
what  will  be  the  answer?  Why  have  not  the  United 
States  recognised  you?  They  are  your  nearest  neigh- 
bors, and  best  know  your  true  position.  It  is  the  Gov- 
ernment most  likely  to  sympathize  with  you.  If  your 
oase  were  a  proper  one  fojr  recognition,  the  United 
States  would  be  the  first  to  do  for  you  what  was  done  for 
South  America  and  Mexico.  What  reply  could  Texas 
make,  but  one  which  would  degrade  and  dishonor  us  in 
the  eyes  of  the  world?  That  we  did  sympathize  with 
them,  that  we  well  knew  that  they  were  entitled  to  rec- 
ognition, but, were  afraid  of  offending  the  Powers  of 
Europe;  or,  which  should  cause  a  deeper  blush  on  the 
cheek  of  an  American,  that  all  the  generous  feelings  of 
our  nature  were  chilled  and  subdued  by  miserable  con- 
siderations of  sectional  jealousies. 

Suppose,  however,  that  other  Governments,  more  wise 
and  less  timid,  take  them  by  the  hand;  for,  without  the 
aid  of  your  recognition,  Texas  is  free  beyond  the  reach 
of  fate;  is  it  prudent  to  drive  off  from  us  a  people  whose 
hearts  turned  to  us  in  the  very  first  moment  of  their  tri- 
umph? Is  it  wise  to  chsng^  those  feelings  into  aliena- 
tion and  a  sense  of  wrong  and  injustice?  1  entreat  gen- 
tlemen from  the  nMrnufacturing  and  commercial  Slates 
to  consider  the  advantages  of  proper  commercial  rela- 
tions with  Texas;  those  sections  which  will  supply  them 
wiih^  manufactures  and  carriers  for  their  immense  pro- 
dcctions.  Is  it  wise  to  forego  these  advantages,  and  not 
only  to  lose  their  markets,  but,  through  advantageous 
treaties  made  with  England,  for  example,  to  have  the 


whole  West  supplied  with  goods  coming  to  Texas  duty 
free,  and  smuggled  into  the  United  Slates?  And  would 
it  be  possible  to  prevent  it?  To  the  West,  what  advan- 
tages does  it  not  hold  out?  A  vision  as  bright,  in  a  com- 
mercial point  of  view,  as  that  which  burst  upon  the  seer 
on  Pisgah— a  railroad  from  New  Orleans  or  Metamoras 
to  the  Gulf  of  California,  opening  to  their  enerpiea  and 
resources  the  vast  trade  of  the  Pacific,  of  India,  and 
China. 

But  we  have  the  old  raw-head  and  bloody-bones  of 
offending  Old  England  held  up  to  frighten  us  from  our 
propriety.  We  are  to  be  deterred  from  doing  what  is 
unquestionably  right  and  proper,  because  other  nations 
may  not  approve  it.  I  like  not  this  stimulated  virtue, 
which  exists  not  in  our  own  hearts,  but  in  the  eyes  of 
other  men.  If  that  is  to  be  our  rule  of  conduct,  we  had 
better  abolish  all  the  forms  of  a  free  Government;  for 
ours,  bad  as  it  is,  is  a  atanding  eyesore  to  all  despotisms. 
Corrupted  as  it  is,  perverted  as  are  all  its  operatiooa  to 
base  and  selfish  purposes,  still  it  is  better  than  any  other. 

Do  gentlemen  reflect  how  they  express  the  tone  of 
American  feeling  at  home,  and  the  estimate  of  American 
character  abroad,  by  such  topics?  Whence  cornea  it^ 
Is  it  a  remnant  of  our  colonial  feeling,  which  neither  llie 
Revolution  nor  the  late  war  has  been  able  to  remove? 
When,  on  ocean,  lake,  or  land,  have  we  ever  met  on 
equal  terms  that  the  roar  of  the  British  lion  has  not  been 
turned  into  wailings?  Such  fears  are  unbecoming  an 
American  statesman,  unworthy  a  freeman  combating  in 
a  just  cause;  and  I  trust  that  I  shall  never  be  engaged 
in  any  other.  Let  our  motto  ever  be  that  of  England's 
lion-hearted  King:  "If  the  powers  above  will  be  but 
neutral,  we  fear  no  odds  against  the  world  in  amu." 
But,  sir,  if  I  must,  against  my  will,  and  in  violation  of  all 
the  just  pride  of  an  American,  reason  away  these  fears, 
what  motive,  let  me  ask,  has  Great  Britain  to  interfere? 
Will  not  the  settlement  of  Texas  open  an  extenaive  mar- 
ket for  her  manufactures,  and  be  an  additional  source  of 
supply  of  the  staple  so  important  to  her'  What  is  there  ! 
to  countervail  these  important  considerations?  Nothing, 
sir,  nothing. 

It  was  a  wise  saying  of  Bonaparte,  that,  let  alone  the 
commerce  and  money  of  England,  and  you  might  do 
what  you  pleased.  The  only  motive  for  such  interfer- 
ence, that  bss  ever  been  suggested,  is  the  opposition  of 
England  to  the  extension  of  slavery.  The  great  object 
has  already  been  accomplished  by  the  movement  in  the 
West  Indies.  English  philanthropy  is  now  satisfied. 
That  act  consists  well  with  the  uniformly  cold,  selfish, 
rapacious  colonial  policy  of  England.  What  depend- 
ent province  has  she  failed  to  oppress  and  plunder,  as 
far  as  she  dared  do  it?  Let  her  repeal  the  charter  of 
her  East  India  Company — a  company  of  chartered  plun* 
derers  and  murderers.  Let  her  do  something  to  r^isc 
once  more  the  people  of  Ireland— gallant,  heroic,  f^ift* 
ed  Ireland — to  the  dignity  of  men  and  the  rights  of  free* 
men,  before  she  has  the  effrontery  to  talk  of  slavery  and 
the  rights  of  men  in  other  countries. 

Let  that  ribald  reviler,  that  pensioned  libeller,  that 
hired  patriot,  0*Connell,  who  has  unfortunately  too 
much  influence  in  the  present  policy  of  England,  before 
he  embarks  in  a  crusade  for  liberty  in  other  lands,  go  to 
his  own  good  city  of  Dublin,  and  there  at  nightfall  see 
the  swarms  of  squalid  wretches  creeping  from  their  dens 
of  hunger  and  misery,  with  scarce  a  rag  to  cover  their 
nakedness,  standing  under  kitchen  windows  to  catch  lit- 
erally the  crumbs  which  fall  from  the  tables  of  the  rich. 
Let  him  divide  with  them  his  *<  rents,**  the  degrading* 
price  of  his  patriotism.  Let  him  at  least  vindicate  their 
rights  with  the  feelings  of  a  patriot  and  the  dignity  off  a 
statesman,  before  he  shall  dare  to  utter  one  word  of 
sympathy  with  the  slaves  of  this  country,  in  all  substan* 
tisl  comforts  as  well  provided  as  he  is,  and  more  honest 
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and  'virhiou0,  and  therefore  more  happy.  But,  iir,  if 
topics  like  these  are  to  be  urged  here,  how  long  will  it 
be  before  we  shall  be  told  that  we  must  not  refuse  to  re- 
ceive petitions  from  slaves,  lest  England  wiH  take  it  in 
dudi^eon.    The  cases  are  parallel. 

He  is  very  little  acqtiainted  with  European  politics,  or 
with  that  lightest  of  all  possible  things,  the  present  pe- 
riodical litenture  of  England,  who  does  not  know  that 
the  Government  of  that  country  has  other  matters  on  its 
htnds,  of  far  greater  consequence.  Since  the  seizure  of 
the  Ibrtren  of  Ocr%co,  by  the  Russians,  fifty  years 
since,  her  course  has  been  one  of  progressfve  and  unin- 
terrupted Bggrandizement.  The  wars  that  have  so  much 
weakened  some  of  the  States  of  Europe,  and  annihilated 
others,  have  only  resulted  to  Russia  in  an  increase  of  ter- 
ritory and  of  power.  That  giant  arm,  even  yet  dripping 
vtth  the  blood  of  butchered  Poland,  is  already  uplifted, 
sod  all  Karope  is  sitting  and  trembling  under  its  dark 
shadow.  England  will  make  no  war  upon  any  free 
State;  ai>d  this,  and  this  only,  was  the  true  reason  of  her 
ioterposition  in'  the  unfortunate  quarrel  between  this 
country  and  France. 

Although,  sir,  I  will  not  say  that  we  are  bound  to  ex- 
tend aid  and  countenance  to  every  insurgent  people,  I 
do  think  that  we  owe  countenance  and  all  proper  aid  to 
those  who  really  strike  for  freedom  and  violated  consti- 
tutional charters. '  We  set  this  ball  in  motion:  our  Revo- 
Ifltion,  it  has  been  truly  said,  was  in  politics  what  the 
refortDation  was  \n  religion-^it  unchained  the  human 
nind.  It  was  the  greatest  event  in  the  history  of  man! 
How  io6nitefy  do  all  the  discoveries-  in  physical  science 
Mi  in  comparison  with  that  glorious  epoch  when  men 
vere  first  taught  to  be  free.  Other  nations  struggling 
^  liberty  look  to  us  as  did  the  wise  men  to  the  Star  of 
Bethlehem. 

We,  air,  have  passed  through  the  same  stormy  seas 
through  which  our  gallant  neighbor  has  been  struggling 
unaided  but  by  her  own  ato/it  heart  and  sinewy  arm. 
Bbe  has  reached  ibe  light  which  we  have  placed  upon 
the  beach!  Shall  we  drive  her  oif  ^  These  young 
Mgles,  almost  unfledged,  have  flown  from  their  nest, 
Md  a  grand  and  glorious  flight  they  have  made;  they 
l^vebeen  gazing  on  the  sun,  returning  to  us  with  weary 
viag;  shall  we  refuse  to  them  a  resting-place  f  I  hope, 
I  tntit  not. 

Mr.  MASON,  of  Ohio,  rose  and  addressed  the  Chair 
IS  foHovt: 

Mr.  Chairman,  though  ptrticipatlng  largely  In  the  re- 
V^t  felt  by  many  others,  that  a  proposition  of  such  mo- 
nentous  chnirActer  aa  the  one  under  consideration  should 
^e  been  introduced  at  a  period  of  the  session  which 
Butt  necessarily  exclude  that  deliberation  and  discussion 
to  essential  to  the  proper  decision  of  every  important 
<)oeiiion,  yet  I  am  unwilling  to  let  the  vote  be  taken  with- 
out detaining  thecommtttee  with  a  brief  statement  of  some 
ol (he  objections  I  have  to  the  proposed  amendment. 

Tne  abstract  right  of  this  Government  to  recognise 
t^ne  existence  and  independence  of  foreign  Powers  is  not 
«n  ed.  Whether  the  exercise  of  this  right,  in  any  par. 
tieular  instance,  can  be  vindicated  as  just  to  others,  and, 
^  tbe  sanne  time,  consistent  with  a  due  regard  to  our 
^^n  interest  and  honor,  is  another  and  vtry  different 
question.  It  is  also  admitted  to  be  the  practice  of  na- 
'j^n>i  founded  in  the  necessity  of  the  thing,  to  treat  with 
")e  Government  dtfaeto^  established  in  a  country,  with* 
^  fegard  to  the  Government  dejurt.  It  is  not  compe- 
tent to  other  Powers  to  inquire  tiito  causes  of  dispute 
between  the  belligerant  parties,  with  a  view  to  ascertain 
sh'ch  ia  in  the  righ%  and  to  grant  distinguishing  favors 
>o  the  one  or  the  other,  according  to  the  result  of  such 
w  inquiry. 

Non-intervention  is  the  cherished  doctrine  OD  which 
^  Oorenment  wid  p«dple  oT  tbe  United  Stttes  bftve 
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hitherto  practised,  as  evinced  in  the  conduct  of  both 
during  the  civil  war  that  raged  for  so  many  years  be- 
tween Spain  and  her  provinces  in  this  hemisphere. 

Mr.  Monroe,  in  his  annual  message  to  Congress,  in 
1819,  Bpesking  of  the  insurrectionary  struggle  of  the 
Spanish  provinces  of  South  Americs,  said  that 

"  The  greatest  care  had  been  taken  to  enforce  the 
laws  intended  to  preserve  sn  impartial  neutrality.  That 
a  virtuous  people  may,  and  would*  confine  themselves 
within  the  limits  of  a  strict  neutrality."  That  "  it  was 
of  the  higlteat  importance  to  our  national  character,  and 
indispensable  to  the  morality  of  our  citizens,  that  alt  vio- 
lations of  our  neutrality  should  be  prevented.  No  door 
should  be  leA  open  for  the  evasion  of  our  laws)  no  op- 
portunity afforded  to  any,  who  may  be  disposed  to  take 
advantage  of  it,  to  compromit  the  interest  or  the  honor 
of  the  nation." 

And,  finally,  he  was  able  to  asaure  Congress  and  the 
country  that,  notwithstanding  the  aensibility  and  sympa* 
thy  which  were  naturally  excited  by  such  a  con' est — 

<*  It  had  been  the  steady  purpose  of  this  Government 
to  prevent  that  feeling  leading  to  excess,  and  that  it  was 
very  gratifying  to  have  it  in  his  power  to  state  that  so 
strong  had  been  the  sense,  throu^out  the  whole  country, 
cf  what  was  due  to  the  character  and  obligations  of  th€ 
nation,  that  very  few  examples  of  a  contrary  kind  had 
occurred." 

With  these  principles  for  my  g^ide,  I  propose  very 
briefly  to  examine  the  question,  whether  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  United  States  now  to  recognise  Texas  as  an  inde- 

J  pendent  nation.  Before  the  people  of  Texaa  can  right- 
ully  invoke  the  interference  of  foreign  Power*,  it  must 
be  proved,  not  only  that  they  are  in  the  enjoyment  of 
all  the  attributes  of  a  sovereign  and  independent  State, 
but  also  that  they  possess  the  moral  and  physical  ability 
to  maintain,  within  their  limits,  the  sovereignty  they 
have  asserted.  Our  information  in  relation  to  the  con- 
dition of  Texas  is  doubtle|s  very  deficient,  both  in  Its 
extent  and  precision. 

The  little  we  have  is  principally  to  be  found  in  the  re- 
port of  Mr.  Morftt,  accompanying  tbe  President's  mes- 
sage, on  the  subject  of  the  condition  of  Texas,  commu- 
nicated to  Congress  on  the  32d  of  December  Mst.  Ac- 
cording to  Mr.  Morflt,  the  population  of  Texas  consists 
of  Anglo-Americans,  Mexican  natives,  aborigines,  and 
negroesf  the  whole  estimated  at  65,000  souls.  Of  these, 
he  says,  there  are,  perhaps,  30,000  Anglo-American  set- 
tlers and  3,500  native  Mexicans  of  Spanish  descent.  Af- 
ter stating  that  the  population,  constating  of  emigrants 
from  the  United  States,  ia  said  to  be  not  less  than  fifty 
thousand,  he  adds  that,  '<  if  I  were  to  take  my  own  judg- 
ment exclusively  on  this  matter»  antTwere  to  reason  as  to 
what  1  have  not  seen  by  that  which  I  have,  1  should  say 
the  population,  exclusive  of  Mexicans,  Indians,  and  ne« 
groes,  has  never  exceeded  thirty  thousand." 

Suppose  this  estimate  of  that  part  of  the  population 
which  consists  of  Anglo-Americans  and  Mexicans  to  be 
an  approximation  to  the  truth,  (and  there  are  many  rea* 
sons  for  believing  it  exceeds  the  fact,)  the  whole  amount 
of  physical  force  belonging  to  the  nation  of  Texa^  ex- 
clusive of  Indians  and  negroes,  will  fall  considerably  be« 
low  that  of  many  counties  in  the  State  of  Ohio.  And 
this  population,  small  and  feeble  as  it  Is  in  the  aggre- 
gate, ia  not  permanent,  but  -a  portion  of  it  at  least  re- 
treats at  the  approach  of  danger  to  tbe  east  bank  of  the 
Sabine. 

Aa  to  the  mifitary  force,  we  learn  from  the  same  re- 
port that  it  consists  of  an  army  of  about  3,300  strong, 
not  inchiding  the  settlers  or  farmers,  who  can  be  armed 
on  any  emergency,  so  as  to  augment  the  number  to  at 
least  5,000  efficient  men. 

The  naval  force  of  Texu  constats  of  four  lamll  yes* 
sels,  carrying  in  all  taenty-nine  guns. 
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The  internal  retources  of  the  province  appear  to  be 
wholly  inadequate  to  the  tuccessful  resistance  of  any  re- 
spectable force  that  mig^ht  be  employed  for  its  subjec- 
tion. It  relies  exclusively  on  external  aid  for  the  means 
of  supporting  the  independence  it  has  declared.  No  fact 
can  be  better  authenticated;  it  is  confirmed  as  well  by 
the  report  to  which  reference  has  so  often  been  made, 
as  by  all  contemporaneous  history,  that  the  army  of 
Texas  is .  recruited  from  the  citizens  of  this  Union — is 
kept  in  the  field,  paid,  and  supplied  with  arms  and  prd- 
visions,  by  contributions  derived  from  the  same  quarter. 
Mr.  Morfitsays: 

<*  The  present  resources  of  Texas  are  principally  de- 
rived from  the  sympathies  of  their  neighbors  and  friends 
in  the  United  States,  and  by  loans  upon  the  credit  of  the 
State.  The  donations  from  the  former  quarter  have 
been,  and  will  no  doubt  continue  to  be,  very  liberal,  and 
indeed  munificent.  Several  individuals,  not  interested 
in  the  success  of  the  country  further  than  their  general 
attachment  to  the  cause  of  independence  and  that  of 
their  old  compatriots,  have  unostentatiously  presented 
$5,000,  while  numbers  have  contributed  f  1,000  each, 
and  small  associations  in  the  different  Statea  have  thrown 
in  their  aid,  until  the  aggregate  has  swelled  to  a  large 
amount.  I  have  been  surprised,"  he  says,  in  conclusion, 
**  to  find  that  Texas  has  carried  on  a  successful  war  thua 
far,  with  so  little  embarrassment  to  her  own  citizens  or 
her  treasury!  and  ptrhaps  it  is  the  first  instance  in  the 
history  of  nations  where  a  State  has  sustained  itself  by 
men  and  means  drawn  wholly  from  a  distance." 

If  this  hasty  review  of  the  condition  of  Texaa  has  not 
resulted  in  demonstrating  her  incapacity  to  maintain  an 
independent  Government,  it  has  incontestably  established 
another  fact  deeply  affecting  the  character  of  this  coun- 
try, namely,  that  the  ability  of  Texas  to  maintain  her 
aeparate  existence  and  sovereignty  has  been,  and  still 
continues  to  be,  derived  exclusively  from  the  means  fur- 
nished by  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  direct  vio- 
lation of  their  neutral  obligklions;  conbequently,  should 
the  United  States  return  to  the  neutral  attitude  from 
which  they  have  so  widely  departed,  and  btrictly  enforce 
the  laws  intended  to  pieserve  our  neutral  character,  the 
Government  of  Mexico  would  soon  be  restored  in  the 
province  of  Texas. 

Whether  the  latter  event  ought  to  be  desired  by  the 
friends  of  constitutional  law  and  liberty  liny  where,  is  a 
question  that  doea  not  and  cannot  properly  enter  into 
our  consideration  in  this  discussion. 

Suppose,  therefore,  the  Texiana  should  continue  to 
receive  assistance  in  men  and  money  drawn  from  the 
United  Statea,  and  should  be  further  sustained  by  the 
co-operation  of  our  army  advanced  into  the  heart  of  their 
country}  and  suppose,  upon  this  hypothesis,  their  ability 
to  maintain  their  independence,  when  thus  sustained, 
should  be  admitted,  still  there  are  considerations  aribing 
out  of  so  peculiar  a  stale  of  things  that  ought  to  deter  us 
from  the  indiscretion  of  a  precipitate  acknowledgment 
of  their  independence.  If  their  independei.ee  has  been 
the  result  of  the  counsels,  or  has  been  achieved,  and 
.thus  far  maintained,  by  the  people  of  the  United  Stales; 
if  our  citizens  compose  her  armies,  and  have  command 
of  the  military  and  naval  forces  of  the  country  <  if  they 
are  found  in  possession  of  all  the  great  offices  of  the 
Government,  from  the  Chief  Executive  downwards,  can 
we  hope  to  escape  the  reproaches  of  other  nations,  and 
of  impartial  posterity,  if  we  make  haste  to  recognise  a 
state  of  things  that  we  have  notoriously  contributed  so 
largely  to  produce? 

What  would  the  act  of  recognition,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, be  but  an  acknowledgment,  not  so  much  of 
the  ability  of  Texas,  as  our  own  abiliiy,  and  determina- 
tion too,  to  maintain  her  independence  at  every  hazard' 
Would  not  such  conduct  expose  us,  whether  justly  or 


not,  to  the  chai^  of  assisting  in  the  dismemberment  of 
a  friendly  Power,  for  the  unworthy  purpose  of  seizing  on 
one  of  its  faireitt  provinces?  Can  we,  connstently  with 
national  honor,  after  aiding  the  cause  of  rebellion  in  a 
neighboring  republic,  be  the  first  to  recognise  the  Gov- 
ernment established  by  th^  insurgents?  1  concur  most 
cordially  in  the  viewa  and  opinions  expressed  by  the 
President,  in  his  message  of  the  22d  of  December  last, 
on  the  subject  of  the  condition  of  Texas.  In  reflation  to 
the  conduct  proper  for  thia  Government  to  observe  in 
the  contest  pending  between  Mexico  and  Texas,  Le  aays 
that 

'*  It  becomes  us  to  beware  of  a  too  early  movement, 
as  it  might  subject  us,  however  unjustly,  to  the  imputa- 
tion  of  seeking  to  establish  the  claim  of  our  neighbors  to 
a  territory,  with  a  view  to  its  aubsequent  acquiattion  by 
ourselves.  Prudence,  therefore,  seems  to  dictate  that 
we  should  stand  aloof  and  maintain  our  present  attitude, 
if  not  until  Mexico  itself,  or  one  of  the  great  foreign 
Powers,  shall  recogniae  the  independence  of  the  new 
Government,  at  least  until  the  lapse  of  lime  or  the  course 
of  events  shall  have  proved  beyond  cavil  or  dispute  the 
ability  of  the  people  of  that  country  to  maintain  ibeir 
separate  sovereignty,  and  to  uphpld  the  Government 
constituted  by  them." 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  are  called  on,  not  only  by  the 
amendment  under  ^onnderation,  but  by  the  newspaper 
press  in  different  quarters  of  the  Union,  to  yield  a  speedy 
recognition  of  the  independence  of  Texaa.  For  what 
purpose  is  the  prompt  acknowledgment  of  her  Govern- 
ment demanded?  Not,  certainly,  necause  she  desires  to 
enjoy  that  independence,  the  recognition  of  which  kbe 
solicits;  not  that  she  deairea  to  possess  the  rank,  privi- 
leges, and  immunities,  that  belong  to  a  free  and  sovereign 
member  of  the  great  family  of  national  no,  her  object, 
distinctly  avowed,  is  far  more  humble,  and  befitting^  her 
feeble  condition.  It  is,  that  she  may  make  a  surrender 
of  iier  independence,  government,  territory  and  all,  to 
the  United  States,  on  condition  of  annexation  and  re- 
ception into  the  Union ! 

The  first  elections  under  the  constitution  of  Texas 
were  held  last  autumn.     Mr.  Morfit  reports  that 

'*  The  voters  at  the  different  polls  were  required  to 
state  whether  they  were  '  in  favor  of  annexing  Texas  to 
the  United  Slates;'  and  the  response  through  every  mu- 
nicipality has  been  wholly  in  the  affirmative.  He  says 
that  great  unanimity  prevailed  in  the  important  point  of 
'seeking  admission  into  the  Union  of  the  United  SUtes 
of  the  North.'  He  also  dbcloses  the  very  important  ad- 
ditions! fact,  that  *  the  terma  upon  which  they  desire  to 
become  ah  integrant  of  that  Union  have  been  discuss- 
ed in  the  cabinet,  and  have  already  been,  or  will  be, 
made  the  heads  of  instructions  fur  the  conduct  of  their 
representative  near  the  Government  of  Washington.'  " 

A  fact  so  extraordinary  has  not  escaped  tlie  notice  of 
the  Executive,  who  says,  in  the  message  already  refer- 
red  to,  that  the  people  of  Texas  have,  since  the  la&t  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  "openly  resolved,  on  the  acknowl- 
edgment by  us  of  their  independence,  to  seek  for  ad- 
mission into  the  Union  as  one  of  the  Federal  Slates. 
This  last  circumstance  is  one  of  peculiar  delicacy,  and 
forces  upon  us  considerations  of  the  gravest  character.^' 

It  appears,  then,  that  the  Government  of  Texas  is 
simultaneously  urging  its  pretenaiona  to  recognition,  arid 
treating  for  annexation  to  the  United  States;  and  the 
former  seems  to  be  made  subservient  to  tlie  latter,  in. 
deed,  the  evidence,  to  my  understanding,  ia  irreaistible, 
that  a  sepsrate  independent  existence  never  was,  at  any 
time,  an  qbject  of  desire  on  the  part  of- the  people  and 
authorities  of  Texas.  From  Mr.  Morfii's  report  w>e 
learn  that,  in  September,  1835,  General  Cos  invader d 
the  province  of  Texas,  and  that  *'  a  battle  ensued,  which 
terminated  in  the  retreat  of  the  Mexicans.     He  saya  the 
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Texttfif  MKrt  that  this  reitstanee  wta  not  beetase  they 
even  then  wished  to  separate  from  the  confederacy!  but, 

on  tbe  contrary,  because  they  were  desirous  to  bring 
bick  the  Government  to  the  terms  of  the  constitution  of 

1824."    If  It  be  true,  aa  they  allege,  that  aa  late  as  Sep- 

tember,  1835,  they  took  up  arms  *•  in  defence  of  tbe 
constitution,"  I  can  only  say  that,  in  the  brief  interval  of 
B  little  more  than  one  month,' 

"  A  change  came  o'er  the  fpirit  of  their  dream," 
and  their  intentions  underwent  a  revolution  equally  sud- 
den and  extraordinaryt  for,  in  the  month  of  November 
following,  they  held  a  convention  at  San  Felipe,  and 
formed  a  provisional  Government,  and  there  made  a  dec- 

liretion  which  <*  was  considered  aa  an  absolute  separa- 
tion from  Mexico." 

This  proceeding  in  November,  1835,  was  speedily  fol- 
lowed by  the  convention  of  the  3d  of  March,  1836, 
which  in  due  form  "declared  Texas  a  free,  sovereign, 
and  independent  State." 

If  1  redress  of  grievances,  or  the  defence  of  the  Mexi- 
can constitution,  and  not  separation,  had  been  the  ob- 
ject of  the  Texians,  they  would  have  tried  petition  and 
remonstrance,  before  resorting  to  arms — the  last  remedy 
of  the  oppressed.  The  Ai^o-Americans  of  Texas 
could  have  found,  in  the  conduct  of  their  ancestors, 
when  colonists  of  Great  Britain,  an  example  of  patience 
tnd  forbearance  worthy  of  their  imitation.  The  people 
of  tbe  old  thirteen  States,  while  they  were  subject  to 
the  dominion  of  the  mother  country,  employed  more 
tbin  ten  yeara  in  petitioning  the  King,  Parliament,  apd 
people  of  Great  Britain,  before  they  finally  resolved  on 
bwiog  recourse  to  arms  for  the  defence  of  their  liberties. 
And  then  they  did  not  strike  for  independence {  for  it 
vu  more  than  a  year  af^er  the  firat  blood  was  spilt  in 
the  revolutionary  conflict,  before  they  made  a  declara- 
tion of  independence. 

It  is  true  that  Texas,  in  1833,  applied  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  Mexico  to  be  admitted,  Ca  a  State,  into  the  con- 
frdericy;  and  that  her  application  was  refused,  and  her 
agent  imprisoned.  The  causes  that  led  to  the  imprison- 
ment of  Austin  have  been  variously  related.  What  they 
were,  precisely,  I  cannot  ascertain.  The  bare  refusal 
of  the  Government  of  Mexico  to  admit^  on  the  first  sp- 
phciiion,  one  of  her  provinces,  as  a  State,  into  the  con- 
federacy, will  not,  it  is  presumed,  be  considered  a  suffi- 
cient cause  to  justify  rebellion  and  revolution.  There 
arc  many  examples  m  our  own  history  of  unsuccessfut 
•pplicitioiH  on  the  part  of  our  Territories  to  be  admit- 
ted  into  the  Union;  and  no  one  ever  supposed  that  such 
»  disappointment  would  justify  these  Territories  in  re- 
nouncing their  allegiance  to  the  United  States. 

Believing,  then,  that  the  whole  conduct  of  the  people 
Md  authorities  of  Texas  both  before  and  since  the  com- 
mencement  of  hostilities  with  Mexico,  evinces  a  design 
on  their  part  to  separate  fronf  the  parent  country,  not 
OD  account  of  grievances  that  had  become  intolerable, 
nor  yet  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  independence,  ex- 
cept as  the  means  of  effecting  their  ultimate  design  of 
annexation  to  tbe  United  Stales,  I  cannot,  entertaining 
Mch  a  belief,  vote  for  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
frow  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Thompson.] 

If  the  object  of  procuring  our  acknowledgment  of  the 
^ev  Governnoent  of  Texas  be  to  facilitate  the  design  of 
ner  incorporation  into  this  Union,  (and  that  she  seeks 
thts  connexion  we  well  know,  from  her  own  solemn  acts 
*nd  avowals,}  how  can  thpse  who  are  opposed  to  such  a 
measure  give  their  assent  to  any  course  of  proceeding 
wat  leads  directly  to  its  accomplishment  f 

Sir,  I  shall  not  permit  myself  to  be  drawn  into  the  dis- 
cussion of  any  question  to  which  a  direct  proposition  to 
wnex  Texis  to  the  United  States  might  very  properly 
pverise.  In  relation  to  that  momentous  subject  I  will 
now  only  say  that  sufftcient  for  the  day  is  tbe  evil  there- 


of, and  tha^  in  my  judgment,  evil  will  be  the  day  when 
that  question  shall  come  to  be  seriously  entertained  by 
the  councils  of  this  nation.  I  have  noticed  it  now  be- 
cause it  naturally  connects  itself  with  the  proposition  be- 
fore us,  in  the  aspect  in  which  I  have  been  considering 
it.  The  friends  of  annexation  afe  consistent  in  voting 
for  recognition;  but  those  who  are  opposed  to  the  for- 
mer,'and  who  believe,  as  I  do,  that  it  is  the  end,  and  the 
latter  the  means,  cannot  consistently  give  their  support 
to  the  present  movement.  If  no  other  objection  existed 
to  the  recognition  of  Texaa,  I  regard  this  as  decisive, 
till  she  can  give  satisfactory  evidence  of  her  desire  to 
have  independence  for  the  sake  of  independence,  and 
not  that  she  may  barter  It  away.  But,  sir,  other  ob- 
jections do  exist. 

Mexico  is  our  neighbor,  with  whom  we  maintain  dip- 
lomatic and  commercial  relations,  and  have  a  treaty 
which  secures,  aa  far  as  treaty  stipulations  can  do,  an 
inviolable  friendship  between  the  two  nations.  Are  we 
not  bound,  by  every  consideration  of  national  comity 
and  plighted  friendship,  to  confer  with  Mexico  before 
we  proceed  to  recognise  the  independence  of  one  of  her 
revolted  provinces?  For  many  years,  and  until  within 
a  few  weeks  past,  we  have  had  a  minister  reaident  in 
Mexico.  I  understand  he  has  had  no  conference  or  cor- 
respondence whatever  with  the  Mexican  Government  on 
the  subject  of  the  civil  war  in  Texas;  nor  have  we  in 
any  other  manner  given  any  intimation  of  our  intention 
lo  acknowledge  the  separate  existence  of  that  province. 
On  that  subject  we  have  maintained  an  ominous  silence 
towards  Mexico;  yet  presuming,  I  fear,  on  her  inability 
to  resent  the  affront,  we  are  about  to  intrude  ourselves 
into  her  affairs.  It  is  true  Mexico  is  torn  by  internal 
dissensions,  her  treasury  is  exhausted,  her  army  muti- 
nous, her  people  discontented  and  rent  by  faction;  but 
her  weakness  cannot  releaae  us  from  the  obligations  im- 
posed by  our  neutral  character,  nor  from  the  duW  of 
practising  towards  her  that  courtesy  which  ia  due  from 
one  friendly  Power  to  another.  Her  misfortunes  ought 
rather  to  inspire  her  more  prosperous  and  powerful 
neighbors  with  sentiments  of  forbearance  and  respect 
for  her  feelings  in  the  hour  of  her  adversity.  To  take 
advantage  of  her  distresses  would  ill  become  tbe  char- 
acter of  a  magnanimous  nation.  We  might  at  least  ask 
Mexico  whether  she  atill  intends  to  persist  in  the  at- 
tempt to  reduce  the  Texians  to  obedience,  and,  per- 
haps, could  suggest  some  method  by  which  a  reconcilia- 
tion might  be  effected,  consistently  with  the  honor  and 
interest  of  both  parties.  Such  a  course  of  conduct 
would  be  entirely  respectful  and  conciliatory,  and  it  has 
the  additional  recommendation  of  being  in  strict  ac- 
cordance with  the  former  practice  of  this  Government 
in  similar  circumstances.  8o  cautious,  not  to  say  tardy, 
was  this  Government  in  its  movements  towarda  a  recog- 
nition of  the  Spanish  colonies  in  South  America,  that  aa 
late  aa  the  year  1821  the  period  had  not  then  arrived, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Executive,  for  the  interference  of 
this  Government;  for  although  the  President,  in  his  mes- 
sage of  that  year,  had  declared  "  it  had  long  been 
manifest  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  Spain  to  reduce 
these  colonies  by  force,  and  equally  so  that  no  condition 
short  of  their  independence  would  be  satisfactory  to 
them,"  yet  he  proposed  nothing  further  in  their  favor 
than  to  urge  upon  tbe  Government  of  Spain  the  justice 
and  policy  of  her  immediate  recognition  of  their  inde- 
pendence. 

In  March,  1822,  tbe  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  of 
this  House,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  President's 
message  concerning  the  recognition  of  the  late  Spanish 
provinces  in  America,  made  an  elaborate  report;  and, 
m  reference  to  Spain,  the  report  asserts  "That  the 
measure  which  this  Government  now  proposes  to  adopt 
has  been  considered  with  the  most  respectful  attention. 
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both  in  relation  to  ber  rights  and  to  her  fcelinga."  The 
line  of  policy  pursued  by  every  department  of  this  Gov- 
ernment towards  "Spain  and  her  American  colonies,  du- 
ring their  arduous  and  protracted  struggle  for  national 
existence,  was,  indeed,  worthy  of  the  purest  and  best 
dayp  of  the  republic.  ^How  far  this  example  of  scrupu- 
lous neutrality  and  respect  for  the  rights  and  feelings  of 
the  parent  country  has  been  imitated  by  the  Government 
and  people  of  the  United  States,  during  the  war  between 
Mexico  and  Texas,  impartial  history  will  tell. 

The  President's  message,  and  other  documents  rela- 
ting to  Texas,  were  referred,  at  an  early  period  of  the 
present  session,  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  AflTairsi 
thit  committee  very  recently  reported,  as  the  result  of 
its  protracted  labors,  a  naked  resolution  recognising  the 
Government  of  Texasj  but  not  a  fact  was  reported  to 
enligh'en  the  understanding  and  guide  the  judgment  of 
this  Mouse  and  country  on  a  subject  of  such  vital  im* 

J>ortance.  The  committee  may  have  thought  that  si* 
ence  was  the  better  policy,  in  a  case  where  it  might  be 
difliculi  to  reconcile  the  facts  with  a  foregone  conclu- 
sion. 

Sir,  to  interfere  .in  the  domestic  quarrel  of  uur  neigh- 
bor, so  soon  after  the  commrncement  of  hositilities,  and 
before  the  ii»ability  of  Mexico  tu  re-establish  her  Govern- 
ment and  laws  over  the  insurgent  province  has  been 
demonvtrated,  and  at  the  very  moment  when,  according 
to  information  communicated  by  the  President,  she  is 
making  preparations,  and  evincing  an  unaltered  resolu- 
tion to  prosecute  the  war,  would  be  an  act  on  our  part 
rash,  d'srespectful,  and  premature— giving  to  Mexico 
just  cauae  for  war  against  the  United  States.  That  war 
•gainat  us  will  be  the  consequence  of  our  intermeddling, 
is  what  I  do  not  affirm.  We  may  find  in  the  weakneas 
q{  the  injured  party  that  impunity  which  we  could  not 
challeni^e  from  the  justice  of  our  cause.  But  1  reaffirm 
that  an  act  of  recognition  at  this  time  would  be  rash  and 
premature,  nay,  without  example  in  the  history  of  this 
country,  m  parallel  cases.  It  is  not  one  year  aince  Tex- 
as made  a  formal  declaration  of  independence i  and  a 
year  and  a  half  has  not  yet  elapsed  since  she  first  took 
up  arms  in  defence  of  the  Mexican  constitution.  And 
she  still  continues  to  be  threatened  with  another  invasion 
from  Mexico.  Can  we,  under  these  circumstances,  rec- 
ognise her  immature  independence,  without  being  justly 
chargeable  with  a  too  ready  interference  with  the  quar- 
rels of  others  f 

Very  different  from  that  of  Texas  was  the  revolution- 
ary history  of  the  Spanish  provinces  in  South  America, 
and  very  different  the  conduct  of  the  United  States  to- 
wards them,  from  that  which  is  proposed  to  be  now  ob- 
served in  regiird  to  Texas.  Buenos  A>res,  though  she 
had  exercised  the  powers  of  an  independent  Govern- 
ment from  1810,  yet  ahe  did  not  declare  her  independ- 
ence of  the  Crown  of  Spain  till  July,  1816. 

Venezuela  and  New  Grenada  declared  their  independ- 
ence, and  maintained  a  war  for  more  than  ten  yearai 
and,  after  they  had  obtained  the  object  for  which  they 
contended,  united  themselves,  in  December,  1819,  into 
one  Elation,  by  the  title  of  the  Republic  of  Colombia. 

Chili  declared  its  independence  in  1818. 

Lims,  the  capital  of  Peru,  surrendered  to  General  San 
Martin  the  IS'h  oi  June,  1821. 

Mexico  declared  her  independence,  and  practically 
established  it,  the  24ih  of  August,  1821.  The  three  lat- 
ter  provinces  had,  like  their  sisters,  waged  a  bloody  con- 
test with  the  mother  country  a  lung  time  before  they 
finally  resolved  on  independence. 

Under  these  circumstances.  President  Monroe,  in 
llsrch,  1822,  by  a  special  messsge  to  Congress,  recom- 
mended the  recognition  of  these  several  provinces.  He 
informs  Congress  that  "for  the  last  three  years  the 
Government  of  Spain  had  not  sent  a  single  corps  of  I 


troops  to  any  part  of  that  country,  nor  is  there  any  reason 
to  believe  it  will  send  any  to  future." 

He  took  that  occat'uin  to  add  that  *'  through  the  vboie 
of  thia  contest  the  United  States  have  remained  neu> 
tral,  and  have  fulfilled,  with  the  utmost  impartiality,  all 
the  obligations  incident  to  that  character." 

Thus  we  aee  that  Spain  having  neglected  for  three 
years  to  send  a  military  force  againat  her  revolted  colo> 
nies,  and  there  being  no  reason  to  believe  that  a  further 
attempt  would  be  made  by  her  to  subject  them  sgsio  to 
her  dominion,  and  these  coloniea  having  all  of  them  fur 
many  years  been  in  the  exercise  of  indepf  ndent  power, 
and  aonoe  of  them  having  declared  their  independencs 
six  years  before,  the  Government  of  th^  United  States, 
In  1822,  proceeded  to  recognise  their  separate  and  in- 
dependent existence.  And  this  proceeding,  after  so  lot^^ 
a  delay,  was,  at  last,  not  adopted  without  a  delicate  re* 
gard  for  the  rights  and  feelings  of  Spain,  and  not  until 
our  friendly  offices  had  been  interpoaed  to  induce  her  to 
be  the  firat  to  acknowledge  their  independence. 

Such,  sir,  is  not  the  conduct  now  deemed  necesssryto 
observe  towards  Mexico^  for  at  the  mon.ent  she  is  is* 
sembling  a  military  force  on  the  bordera  of  Texas,  with 
the  avowed  purpose  of  invsding  it,  we,  without  even  s 
show  of  respect  for  her  rights  or  feelings,  never  having 
consulted  with  her  in  regsrd  to  either,  are  abtnit  to  sc* 
knowledge  the  independence  of  her  revolted  subjects, 
though  their  independence  is  not  one  year  old.  The 
motive  for  this  Indiscreet  haste  in  a  matter  of  greit  ns* 
tional  concernment  I  cannot  appreciate.  The  gentle* 
man  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  I'BoxpaoH]  seems  to  sup* 
pose  that  its  justification  n>ay  be  found  in  the  conduct  of 
France  » hen  she  recognised  the  independence  of  the 
United  States.  I  join  most  heartily  in  his  eloquent  eulo* 
gium  of  the  French  nation  for  the  importsnt  servicrs  it 
rendered  this  country  in  the  hour  of  its  need.  But  (o 
refer  to  some  of  the  facts  attending  the  recogniuon  of 
our  independence  will  not,  certainly,  be  Interpreted  imo 
evidence  of  a  wifh  to  leasen  the  debt  of  gratitude  due 
from  this  nstion  to  the  French. 

Frsnce  recognised  our  independence  in  Februi^t 
1778,  nearly  three  yeara  subsequent  to  the  battle  of 
Lexington,  and  more  than  one  yc»r  and  a  half  after  ibe 
decliirBtion  of  independence  was  made,  and  several 
months  after  the  capture  of  Burgoyne  and  hissrn>y« 
This  provea  that  Frnnce  did  not  act  in  s<i  grave  a  ratier 
without  circumspection  and  due  consideration  of  circuni« 
stancea.  Besides,  it  ought  to  be  no  offence  to  ay*  »'>*| 
now  belongs  to  history,  that  the  motive  which  irduenccd 
the  councils  of  Fmnce  to  recognise  the  independence  of 
this  country  at  the  time  she  did,  was  not  svmpnthyfor 
the  sufferings  of  republican  patriots  so  much  as  je»lousy 
of  the  power  of  Grenl  Britain^a  hated  rival,  whom  she 
was  resolved  to  humble.  Assuredly,  unrrgcnersitd 
France,  oppressed  with  the  feudal  despotism  of  sccu* 
mutated  ages,  could  have  seen  nothing  congenisl  wiin 
her  feelings  and  maxims  in  the  young,  vigorous,  sno 
uncourtly  republicaniam  of  America. 

I  have  therefore  not  been  able  to  find,  either  in  tbs 
practice  of  the  United  Statta  or  in  that  of  other  nationi, 
any  example  that  would  justify  this  Government  in  so* 
knowledging,  at  the  present  time,  the  independence  of 
Texss.  According  tu  my  own  convicuons  of  duty,  I  >a 
compelled  to  vote  against  the  proposed  amendment.       , 

It  only  reoMins  for  roe,  in  conclusion,  to  thsnk  tnf 
conmittee  for  the  patient  attention  with  tshich  it  ha 
been  pleased  to  honor  me.  ' 

Mr.  HOAR  said  he  felt  somewhat  unwilling  to  »^«J^ 
the  House  on  this  subject,  as,  in  doing  so,  he  shiiulu  hj 
obliged  to  turn  his  eyes  from  the  poetry  with  which  m 
only  he  (Mr.  H.)  but  the  House„  bad  no  doubt  been  w 
lighted,  on  the  introduction  of  ibis  motion  by  the  boM*^ 
able  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  TaoxrM'*! 
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That  honortbk  i^ntleiiiftn  bat  dmwn  a  lively  pic- 
lore,  full  of  pteMAfit  fancies,  enlivened  by  tbe  finest 
toaches  of  the  iins^UaCion*  instead  of  a  plain  matler-of- 
ftct  speech.  I  confess,  (said  Mr.  H.,)  (bat  if  called 
upon  for  admiration  of  the  gentleman's  pleasant  pic!ure, 
1  am  fully  prepared  to  g^lve  it|  but»  if  I  am  called  on  to 
vote,  I  shah  first  be  under  the  necessity  of  casting  my 
eyea  on  s  picture  somewhat  different  from  that  which 
the  lioDOrable  gentleman  has  delineated. 

Tbe  bill  on  the  table  is  intended  to  provide  for  the 
wpport  of  Goremment  for  tbe  ensuing  year.  The  gen* 
tieman  from  South  Carolina  haa  infrodueed  an  amend- 
ment providing  for  the  payment  of  the  salary  of  a  diplo- 
matic anient  to  Texas,  and  in  his  motion  for  this  purpose 
it  an  etpressi^n  recognising  the  independence  of  that 
Gorernment* 

It  ii  not  my  intention,  sir,  to  call  in  question  the  gen* 
end  principles  which  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
has  advanced,  but  their  application  to  the  case  of  Texas. 
These  principles  seem  to  me  wholly  inapplicable  to 
Texu  M  it  now  exists.  It  appears  to  roe,  sir,  his  bril- 
liant fancy  has  formed  a.  Texas  wholly  different  from 
that  which  lies  on  our  southern  border.  The  proposi- 
tion it  to  send  a  diplomatic  agent  to  the  independent 
Government  of  Texas.  By  adopting  this  proposition, 
we,  in  effect,  declare  that  Texas  is  now  in  fact  inde- 
pendent, and  prepared  to  take  a  place  among  the  family 
of  independent  nations.  We  are  called  on  to  assert  a 
fict.  This  sssertion  should  not  be  made  without  evi- 
dence; it  ought  first  to  be  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of 
ibii  committee.  The  proposition  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tieman  ia,  that  we  should  acknowledge  this  fact;  my 
proposition,  ia  reply  to  the  honorable  gentleman,  is,  th  jt 
he  ihoeld  prove  this  fact.  To  justify  the  measure  pro- 
posed by  the  hofsorable  gentleman,  it  must  be  shown, 
b]r  ntiifactory  evidence,  that  there  really  doea  exist  an 
independent  nation  to  be  acknowledged,  before  we 
idapt  any  measure  involving  such  an  acknowledgment. 

i  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to 
tbe  report  which  the  executive  branch  of  the  Govern- 
Bi^nt  has  laid  before  Congress  in  relation  to  this  subject. 
To  this  report  tbe  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  has 
referred,  and  to  it  let  us  look  for  evidence  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  Texas. 

The  question  which  seems  first  to  present  itself  in  Ih'S 
inquiry  relates  to  the  number  of  inhabitants;  and  here, 
•ir*  we  find,  by  the  evidence  funtished  to  the  House,  that 
the  whole  population  of  Texas  does  not,  in  point  of  fact, 
mount  ts  more  than  fifty  or  sixty  thousand  persons! 
These  people,  who  style  themselves  Texians,  are  gener- 
illy  citistns  of  the  United  Statea,  whose  families,  for  the 
pester  part,  ar«*  still  residing  in  the  United  States.  We 
sre  told  that  this  independent  nation  possesses  a  navy, 
in  army,  he,  Tbe  report  informs  us  that  this  navy  and 
irmy  ire  in  fact  composed  of  and  furnished  by  citizens 
of  the  United  Statesf  it  has  a  revenue,  we  are  told,  but 
Ifind,  in  the  report  before  u«,  that  all  the  revenue  comes 
from  the  contributions  of  tbe  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  Here,  then,  are  a  number  of  citixens  of  our  own 
cottntry,  crossing  our  sotithern  border,  seizing  the  reins 
oftovemment  in  Texas,  snd  calling  on  us  to  pronounce 
|henisn  independent  nation!  If  we  allege^  the  simple 
»ct,  it  will  be  said  that  a  number  of  our  people,  having 
letzed  upon  a  portion  of  territory  not  belonging  to  us, 
e^H  now  upon  ua  to  give  them  a  legal  title  to  a  country 
over  which  neither  we  nor  they  have  any  legitimate 
Command  or  control. 

In  calling  upon  us  to  acknowledge  their  independ- 
^cf,  ve  are  called  upon  to  ssnction  the  seizure  they 
nye  made  of  this  portion  of  a  country  at  peace  with  us. 
It  »  a  aiogular  fact,  to  which  I  would  beg  for  a  moment 
to  direct  tlie  attention  of  the  House,  that,  at  the  very 
itOM  time  at  which  we  are  called  on  to  recognise  tbe  in- 


dependence of  Texas,  a  document  is  laid  upon  the  table 
of  this  House  by  our  own  Executive  Government,  in 
which  we  are  informed  that  this  very  people,  whose  in- 
dependent existence  as  a  nation  we  are  called  upon  to 
recognise,  is  actually  composed  of  a  crowd  of  citizens 
from  our  own  country,  not  havAg  been,  and  not  now 
being,  permanently  settled  or  looated  in  the  country-- 
mere  transient  visiters  they  m'»ght  be  called.  There  is 
another  fact  to  which  I  would  invite  the  attention  of  the 
House,  in  connexion  with  this  subjectf  which  is,  that  one 
of  our  generals,  at  the  time  tiiese  self-styled  Texians 
(called  and  proved  by  the  executive  branch  of  our 
own  Government  citizens  of  these  United  States)  were 
engaged  in  conflict  with  Mexico,  was  authorised,  on  the 
pretence  of  watchin^f  the  Indians,  to  march  his  army  Into 
Texas,  the  territory  m  question,  while  we  are  professedly 
at  peace  with  the  Mexican*.  And,  in  view  of  these 
fact!i,  we  are  called  upon  to  acknowledge  Texas  as  an  in- 
dependent nation! 

A  portion  of  our  own  citizens  enter  the  territory  of 
Texas,  estsbliah  a  form  of  government,  and,  with  the 
countenance  of  an  army  of  our  own  a  part  of  the  time  in 
the  territory,  successfully  resist  the  Government  of  Mexi- 
co over  the  territory;  and  then^lhis  Government,  whose 
citizens  have  made  this  achievement,  are  urged  to  be 
first  in  acknowledging  that  Texas  is  independent  of 
Mexico.  Those  who  have  made  thif  achievement  are 
said,  in  the  report  on  our  tablet,  to  remove  their  families 
to  our  own  side  of  the  line  when  in  danger,  and  the  sol* 
diers  themselves  occasionally  return  to  their  homea  in 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  H.  wss  willing  to  grant  all  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  TnovrsoH]  had 
said  in  relation  to  the  weakness  and  imbecility  of  Mexi- 
co; but  the  weakness  of  the  one  party  did  not  Justify 
the  lawless  jexercise  of  superior  force  in  the  other 
party. 

Mr.  H.  then  proceeded  to  examine  the  position  main- 
tained, that  these  citizens  of  the  United  States  were 
no  lunger  our  citizens,  having  expatriated  themselves; 
and  that  they  therefore  were  bona  fidt  citizens  of 
Texas. 

Mr.  H.  then  referred  to  the  statement  in  the  report  of 
Mr.  Morfit,  on  the  tsble,  to  show  that  Texian  soldiers 
left  their  families  in  tbe  United  States,  and  were,  to  all 
intents  snd  purposes,  citizens  of  the  United  States;  that 
they  have  the  right  to  expatriate  themselves  he  would 
not  deny;  but  the  proposition  remained  unshaken  snd 
fully  established,  that  the  personii,  for  the  greater  part, 
now  in  Texas,  and  calling  themselves  an  independent 
nation,  were,  in  point  of  fact,  no  other  than  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  who  had  helped  to  wrest  that  country 
from  the  Mexican  authorities. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  H.  expressed  his  readiness  to  ac- 
knowledge the  independence  of  Texas  aa  soon  as  that 
State  shsll  give  evidence  of  possessing  a  competent  num- 
ber of  inhebitants;  to  be  actually  vindicating,  by  other 
meana  than  those  furnished  by  ourselves,  the  right  to 
self-government.  But  if,  ss  is  declared  in  the  report  laid 
-before  the  committee,  the  Texians  cannot  sustsin  them- 
selves without  aid  from  the  United  States,  it  is  difficult 
to  perceive  how  that  State  can  truly  be  called  independ- 
ent. 

For  one  moment  let  us  glance  at  a  few  facts.  The 
number  of  Texian  soldiers  is  stated  in  the  report  not  to 
exceed  300.  The  remaining  1,900  or  2,000  are  citi- 
zens  of  the  United  States,  l^ey  have  a  navy  consisting 
of  three  or  four  vessels,  mounting,  in  all,  29  guns.  The 
vessels  are  manned  by  200  sesmen.  I'hey  depend  on 
the  United  States  for  their  pecuniary  resources. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  cannot  anticipate  the  result  of  any 
negotiations,  which  may  now  be  pending,  or  which  msy 
now  be  actually  concludedt  but  concealed  from  us,  be- 
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tween  our  own  Executive  and  the  Governfner.t  of  Mexi- 
co, nr  between  the  present  commander-in-chief  of  the 
Texian  forces  and  the  Mexican  chief.  Before  the  meet- 
ing of  the  next  Congresi,  events  may  occur  which  will 
render  Texts  independent.  If  so,  the  declaration  of  the 
fact  may  then  be  verM^roper.  It  may  happen,  on  the 
other  hand,  that  the  Mexican  chief,  late  a  captive,  may  be 
'  in  fact  received  by  the  people  in  Mexico,  as  by  ft  recent 
report  we  have  been  taught  to  expect,  with  almost  idola- 
trous acclamationsi  and,  instead  of  executing  any  real  or 
supposed  treaty  heretofore  made,  he  may,  with  more  or 
less  success,  attempt  to  reatore  Mexican  authority  in 
Texas.  At  present,  the  facts  disclosed  to  us  do  not  seem 
to  me  to  warrant  the  measure  proposed. 

Mr.  BYNUM  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  reminded  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  [Mr.  Briruic]  that  to-morrow  was  the  last 
day  on  which  bills  could  be  sent  from  this  House  to  the 
other.  He  hoped  the  gentleman  would  not  insist  on  his 
motion. 

Mr.  BYNUM,  however,  did  not  withdraw  it{  and,  the 
question  being  taken,  the  committee,  by  a  large  majori- 
ty, refused  to  riae. 

Mr.  BYNUM  then  said  that  be  had  arisen  on  the  present 
occasion  to  address  the  committee  with  feelings  of  pe- 
culiar diffidence,  arising  from  a  full  con^iousneas  of  his 
own  incompetency  to  do  any  thing  like  adequate  justice 
to  the  magnitude  of  the  considerations  involved  in  the 
very  important  queation  which  waa  then  before  the 
committee.  He  would  gladly  have  deferred  entering 
into  a  discussion  involving  so  many  considerations  until 
another  day.  The  latenesa  of  the  hour  (eight  o'clock  at 
night)  precluded  the  possibility  of  a  full  and  impartial 
investigation  of  the  various  topics  that  that  subject  ne- 
cessarily involved. 

He  had  hoped  that  the  committee  would  have  con- 
sented to  rise,  reported  the  bill  to  the  House,  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  sit  again i  but  this  it  had  refused  to  do, 
and  the  friends  of  the  measure  then  before  the  House 
were  compelled  to  enter  on  the  discussion  of  this  most 
important  subject,  whether  prepared  or  unprepared  to 
do  it  that  justice  which  its  importance  imperiously  de- 
manded. He  had  always  felt  the  deepest  reluctance  to 
obtrude  himself  upon  the  attention  of  that  House  or  its 
committee;  and  he  felt  doubly  more  so  on  the  present 
occasion,  knowing  the  slate  of  feelings  that  all  parts  of 
the  committee  must  at  that  time  experience,  from  the  te- 
diousncss  and  fatigue  of  one  whole  day's  sitting.  Sir, 
ysaid  Mr.  B.,)  I  will  not  complain  of  any  course  that  this 
honorable  body  may  deem  it  fit  to  pursue,  on  this  or  any 
other  subject,  in  relation  to  myself.  I  have  my  duties  to 
perform  here,  as  a  member  of  this  body,  and  shall  en- 
deavor to  do  them,  as  I  have  ever  done,  in  as  well  as  out 
of  this  House,  openly,  fearlessly,  and,  I  hope,  independ- 
ently) and  ahould  I  in  the  discbarge  of  those  duties,in 
the  course  of  my  remarks,  become  tedious,  or  use  any 
thing  personally  oflTensive,  it  would  ariae  from  the  pecu- 
liar attitude  which  the  course  of  the  committee  has 
forced  me  to  assume,  and  not  from  any  intentional  feel- 
ing, on  my  part,  to  inflict  any  wound  on  the  feelings  of 
that  body,  or  any  of  the  humblest  members  of  it,  (if 
there  be  any  more  so  than  others.) 

Now,  sir,  with  these  preliminary  remarks,  I  will  beg 
\he  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  subject  before 
them.  What  is  that  subject?  It  is  a  simple  proposi- 
tion for  this  committee  to  determine  on  the  existence  of 
a  certain  fact,  in  relation  to  the  existence  or  non-exiat- 
ence  of  a  certain  independent  community.  The  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  honorable  member  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Trompsoit]  was  for  the  appropriation  of 
a  certain  sum  for  the  outfit  and  salary  of  a  diplomatic 
agent  to  be  sent  to  the  independent  republic  of  Texas, 
and  for  the  expenses  of  running  the  boundary  line  be- 


tween the  United  States  and  the  Government  of  Texts; 
which  proposition  involved  in  its  decision  the  afiiraistion 
or  negation  of  the  existence  of  an  independent  coromuoi* 
ty  or  Government  in  the  territory  of  Texas. 

He  was  truly  glad  that  the  House  had  at  last  beeo 
placed  in  a  aituation  from  which  it  could  no  longer  ei* 
cape  from  acting  upon  a  subject  so  indispensably  necei- 
sary,  as  well  for  the  honor  and  high  character  of  thii 
Government,  as  for  its  true  interest  and  national  policy. 

He  bad  regretted,  and  had  looked  on  with  pain  for 
aome  time,  in  witnessing  the  part  that  the  majority  of 
that  House  had  been  playing  oflT  on  that  subject  during 
the  cpreater  part  of  the  last  session,  and  the  entire  pirt 
of  this  session,  up  to  the  present  moment.   While  be  felt 
incapable  of  lecturing  the  House  for  any  course  it  migbt 
in  Its  wisdom  pursue,  upon  that  or  any  other  subjfcs  yet 
he  iDust  confess  that  he,  as  well  as  the  greater  part  of 
those  who  had  observed  the  progress  of  this  nessurf, 
had  looked  with  disgust  and  indignation  on  their  truckling^, 
skulking,  and  shrinking  from  this  question,  whicli  htd 
been  so  much  evinced  whenever  any  matter  touching 
it  had  been  called  up  there.     If  there  was  any  thing 
either  odious  or  alarming  in  its  agitation,  he,  for  one, 
had  not  had  the  astuteness  to  detect  it.    Why,  then, 
this  sudden  timidity?    This  extraordinary  precaution  on 
the  present,  more  t^an  on  every  similar  occanon?  What 
was  there  novel  or  unprecedented  in  passing  on  the  pres- 
ent proposition?    If  a  stranger  had  been  present,  and 
were  to  judge  from  the  course  that  certain  honorable 
gentlemen  had  pursued,  whenever  an  intimation  bad 
been  made,  near  or  remote,  touching  the  present  ob- 
ject, he  would  have  instantly  concluded  that  it  muit 
have  been  one  of  a  most  extraordinarily  novel  na'ure, 
conjured  up,  too,  perhaps,  by  the  spirit  of  some  fouj^^' 
mon,  whose  touch  threatened  little  less  than  our  political 
annihilation.     Sir,  (said  he,)  such  a  course,  on  wc\ij 
subject,  he  was  free  to  confess,  augured,  to  his  tnindi 
the  most  inauspicious  results.     He  saw  nothing  to  justh 
fy  it  in  the  conduct  of  politicians  whose  object  was  i 
straight-forward  course  and  fair  dealing. 

The  people  of  this  country  were  too  intelligent  to 
have  eternally  played  off  on  them  this  game  of  political 
shuttlecock. 

There  was  a  time  at  which,  when  nations  ard  politr- 
cians,  as  well  aa  individuals,  should  assume  the  responsi- 
bility of  their  acts.  This  dodging  and  evasion  of  in'por- 
tant  questions  is  not  the  true  character  of  the  American 
Congress;  it  is  not  in  pursuance  with  the  high-minded 
and  illustrious  examples  given  us  by  the  patriots  and 
statesmen  of  former  days.  It  was  not  of  them  to  ahuifle 
off  the  responsibility  of  meeting  any  questions  however 
momentous.  They  had  never  shrunk  from  the  assertion 
of  a  fact  that  they  knew  to  exist.  Sir,  be  said,  fet  ua 
have  no  more  of  this,  for  the  honor  and  dignity  of  our 
common  country,  if  not  for  its  policy  and  interest-,  let 
us  not  seek  to  avoid,  by  evasions  and  indirection,  that 
which  we  dare  meet  directly.  It  is  pusillanirooui  to  be 
afraid  to  assert  that  which  we  know,  and  sll  mankind 
conversant  with  the  true  history  of  the  country  know,  to 
be  the  facts. 

But,  sir,  it  is  proper  that  this  nation  should  now  de^ 
cide  on  this  simple  question  of  fact,  as  to  tbe  indepeoQ^ 
ent  or  dependent  existence  of  this  community,  that  u 
now  located  in  ihe  Territory  of  Texas,  under  all  cir- 
cumstances. 

I  say  it  is  incumbent  on  this  Government  to  assert  th« 
fact,  either  negatively  or  affirmatively— that  it  is  incuro- 
bent  on  this  Government  to  do  so,  as  an  indepcndew 
aovereignty,  and  which  becomes  apparent  from  the  ver] 
necessity  of  the  case.  Our  owwi  interests  require  it.  wA 
justice  demands  it.  Our  proCection  and  Btlf'prnet^^ 
tion  require  it{  and  I  will  show,  independently  of  itses' 
pediency  and  necessity,  we  bad  precedents  snd  es>"^ 
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pks  abundftntly  wt  tu,  not  onlj*  by  our  own  nation,  but 
bf  nearly  every  oiber  civilized  one  in  all  Cbriftendom. 

The  neceaaity  of  recogniaing  every  independent  com- 
manity  aa  an  independent  nation,  aa  aoon  aa  the  /act 
could  be  aacertained,  ariaea  from  the  indiapeniable  ne- 
cewty,  amongat  all  other  nation«»  of  making  them  re- 
iponsible  for  their  own  aotai  and  hence  it  ia  an  obliga- 
tion resting  on  the  Government,  and  due  from  it  to  the 
people  who  compoae  that  Government,  to  make  all  oth- 
er coounonitiea  responalble  for  their  own  acta,  aa  toon 
u  pracucable;  snd  this  they  cannot  do,  except  by  treat- 
ing them  aa  independent  nations,  and  thereby  making 
the  whole  reaponaible  for  the  acta  of  ita  parta.  Such, 
sir,  is  the  poaition  now  taken  by  every  distinguished  wri- 
ter opon  international  law;  and  such  liaa  produced  the 
oecesiity  of  immediately  recognising  the  independence 
of  erery  community,  aa  aoon  aa  all  othera  loae  their  con- 
trol over  it,  rightfully  or  wrongfully,  and  are  thereby 
rendered  do  longer,  by  reason  or  justice,  responsible  for 
Uieir  acta.     * 

Now,  air,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  I  think  the  honorable  gentle- 
meo  wbo  have  been  so  violently  and  inflexibly  opposed 
ereo  to  the  consideration  of  thia  aubject  at  all,  begin  to 
get  a  foretaste  of  the  singularly  awkward  attitude  in 
which,  by  their  conduct,  they  would  necesaarily  place 
tbeir  country,  in  their  refuaal  to  recognise  the  independ- 
ence of  a  community  not  reaponaible  to  any  other  earth- 
ly power  for  its  apts.  Is  there  a  atateaman  of  intelli- 
geoDe,  in  thia  or  in  any  other  country,  wbo  is  not  im- 
pressed with  the  weight  and  importance  of  thia  reason? 
To  bis  mind  it  was  perfectly  conclusiYO  aa  to  the  necea- 
lity  of  action,  and  immediate  action,  on  the  aubject. 
This,  aaid  he,  would  apply,  and  waa  applicable,  taall 
Goremmentsb  nations,  and  communities}  and,  aa  a  gene- 
n]  reaaon,  it  waa  sanctioned  by  reason,  justice,  and  ne- 
cessity. Yet»  sir,  we  have  been  gravely  told,  and  re- 
peatedly too,  that  there  waa  no  necessity  for  the  action 
of  this  Gowernment  on  that  aubject,  and  by  honoiable 
gentlemen  professing  the  intelligence  and  acumen  of 
itftteamen.  Upon  principles,  as  it  regards  all  nations, 
general  policy  should  compel  us  to  recognise,  under  all 
such  cases*  (apart  from  its  necessity,)  for  our  more  ben- 
e&c'uil  and  commercial  relationa  and  intercourse  with 
such  coromunittea.  Such,  in  his  judgment,  waa  the  true 
policy  that  thi<i  Government  ahould  pursue  towards  all 
Govemmenta  more  indifferently  situated.  Yes,  sir,  if 
the  territory  of  Texas  waa  two  thousand  milea  distant 
from  thta  Government,  such  should  be  the  policy  that 
thia  Government,  as  a  free  independent  republic,  should 
sdopt  Covarda  it,  to  act  in  accordance  with  its  necessity, 
with  true  policy,  and  with  national  law. 

But,  under  what  idditioni^l  obligationa  are  we  placed, 
when  ve  take  into  conaideration  the  many  surrounding 
and  peculiar  situationa  in  which  the  case  before  us  pre- 
Kntsitaelf  by  the  juxtaposition  of  the  territory  of  Texas  to 
(bat  of  the  United  States;  by  the  yearly,  monthly,  week- 
ly, and  dftily  commercial  transactions  and  intercourse 
carried  on  with  that  people  and  the  people  of  this  (iov- 
emment.  Sir,  if,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  the  rea- 
loQ  for  action  on  such  an  occasion  is  correct,  as  he  thought 
be  had  aulficiently  shown,  what  ought  to  be  the  action  of 
thi^  House  in  regard  to  the  case  of  Texaa,  then?  If  the 
iotereat  of  our  people  waa  alone  to  be  consulted,  the  ac- 
tion of  tbia  body  waa  necessary;  it  was  more :  it  was  de- 
mandedy  and  indispensable  to  the  well-being  and  har- 
mony of  the  commercial  relations  now  carried  on  be- 
tween the  people  of  thia  country  and  Texaa.  In  the 
great  variety  of  business  now  transacted  between  thoae 
nitiona»  it  is  natural  to  auppose  that  there  has  been,  or 
will  be»  differences  of  opinion  as  to  the  powers  and  rights 
of  each  other,  growing  out  of  these  various  transactions 
between  the  two  comomnities.  Texas,  or  the  people 
of  Tcxaa^  may  become  the  trespasiera  either  on  the  rights 


of  our  people,  our  commerce,  or  our  aoil.  Now,  sir,  fur 
such  a  grievanfe,  from  whom  would  you  seek  redress? 
This  is  bringing  the  question  home,  and  within  a  nut- 
shell, to  the  plain  comprehension  of  all.  Whom  wouM 
your  Government,  Mr.  Chairman,  hold  responsible  for 
the  outrages  committed  on  the  commerce  of  our  people, 
their  rights,  and  other  trespasses  on  the  aoil,  by  the  in- 
habitanta  of  Texas?  Would  you,  sir,  pretend  to  hold 
Mexico  responsible  for  the  acts  of  Texas  now,  and  at- 
tempt to  punish  her  for  the  depredations  that  the  citi- 
zena  of  Texas  might  commit  on  our  commerce  or  terri- 
tory? Has  Mexico  any  authority  in  Texas  at  this  time, 
or  haa  she  bad  any  within  the  last  twelve  or  fourteen 
montha?  Has  she  a  single  officer,  fort,  army,  or  soldier, 
now  within  the  borders  of  Texas?  Haa  she,  or  can  she, 
by  any  possibility,  exercise  any  control  over  the  autbori- 
tica,  QT  the  Government,  or  the  people  of  Texas?  Sir, 
not  one  particle,  not  one  scintilla  or  iota  of  control  or 
authority  does  Mexico  now  exercise  in  any  part,  near  or 
remote,  direct  or  indirect,  within  the  territorial  limits  of 
the  Government  of  Texas.  Then,  how  supremely  ab- 
surd, how  pre-eminently  ridiculous,  is  it  to  pretend  to 
hold  Mexico  responsible  and  bound  for  the  acta  and  con- 
duct of  the  people  of  that  Government. 

Yet,  air,  auoh  ia  the  extraordinary  condition  in  which 
thia  Government  is  left,  by  the  refusal  to  recognise  the 
independent  political  existence  of  that  Government  at 
thia  time.     Doea  any  honorable  gentleman  not  at  once 

Eerceive  In  what  a  deplorable  position  such  a  ridiculous, 
lind,  impolitic  course  places  this  country?  But  let  us 
pursue  this  subject  still  further,  and  obaerve  in  what  it 
must  terminate  when  caVried  out.  Let  us  refuse  to  ac- 
knowledge the  independent  existence  of  this  nation,  and 
look  not  to  that  Government  for  redress  of  injuries  in- 
flicted by  its  citizens  on  our  people.  The  palpsble  at  - 
surdity  of  applying  to  Mexico  has  been  already  shown, 
as  she  posaesaea  neither  power  nor  authority  in  any  part 
of  Texas.  We  have  refuaed  to  consider  Texas  an  inde- 
pendent nation;  and  therefore,  as  a  nation,  she  cannot 
be  held  reaponsible  for  her  acts,  not  being  cunsidered 
as  such  by  us.  In  what  dilemma,  then,  do  we,  by  the 
folly  of  our  own  acta,  place  thia  Government?  He  had 
shown  that  Mexico,  by  no  principle  of  reaaon  or  justice, 
could  be  made  responsible  for  the  conduct  of  the  citi- 
zeoa  of  Texas.  Texas,  not  being  considered  an  inde- 
pendent nation,  cannot  be  made  liable  for  the  conduct 
and  acta  of  her  own  citizens.  Then,  if  neither  Mexico 
nor  Texas  is  responsible  for  the  acts  of  the  citizens  of 
Texas,  who  are?  There  waa  no  other  nation  that  had  put 
up  any  pretenaions  to  the  government  over  that  terri- 
tory, as  he  had,  as  yet,  been  informed  of.  Sir,  (he  said,} 
there  waa  but  one  alternative  left  for  gentlemen,  to  es- 
cape from  thia  dilemma:  having  bhown  that  this  people 
could  not,  with  any  sort  of  propriety,  be  considered  citi- 
zens of  Mexico,  and  Mexico  made  responsible  for  their 
acts,  and  thia  House  was  about  to  decide  that  there  waa 
no  such  nation  as  Ye X9S,  with  an  independent  Govern- 
ment, that  made  her  responsible  for  the  acts  of  her  own 
people— th's  Government  was  made  by  that  decision, 
as  the  only  alternative  lef>,  to  view  every  citizen  of 
Texaa  aa  a  pirate,  marauder,  bandit,  and  lawless  free- 
booter, subject  to  be  hung  on  the  yard-arm  of  every  sliip 
at  sea,  or  swung  to  the  limb  of  every  tree  in  your  for- 
ests. Such,  sir,  is  the  unhappy  result  of  false  premises, 
when  traced  to  their  legitimate  conclusions.  < 

Can  any  man,  or  set  of  men,  believe  for  a  moment  that 
the  citizens  of  Texas,  the  armiea  of  Texas,  are  mere 
freebooters,  marauders,  a  banditti  of  pirates  and  ou'- 
laws,  and  that  this  Gov^rnment  should  treat  them  as 
such?  No,  sir;  no,  sir!  You  cannot  impose  on  the  in- 
telligent people  of  this  country  the  conclusions  to^htch 
you  yourselves  have  come,  as  will  be  demonstrated  this 
night  by  your  votes;  and  it  will  be  vMn  and  idle  for  any 
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gentlemin  who  has  taken  this  absurd  position  to  attempt 
to  relieve  himself  in  future  from  an  opposition  to  a  meas- 
ure most  irreconcileably  at  war  with  reason,  with  justice, 
and  the  true  policy  of  this  Government. 

With  this  view  of  the  subject,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  he  would 
now  undertake  to  csamine  some  of  the  facts,  as  they  re- 
lated to  the  actual  condition  of  Texas,  in  a  political  point 
of  view.  The  very  honorable  and  venerable  gentleman 
on  his  lefV,  [Mr.  Hoib,]  in  reply  to  his  honorable  friend 
from  South  Carolina,  [General  Tbompsoh,]  bad  asserted 
tHat  this  committee  should  rely  on  facts — facts  were  what 
the  honorable  gentleman  placed  himself  on.  Sir,  (said 
Mr.  B,)  I  am  a  plain  matter-of-fact  man.  I  thank  the 
gentleman  for  that  idea.  They  are  ilie  facts  in  this  case 
that  he  had  mainly  relied  on  to  justify  the  opinions  and 
aentiments  which  he  had  entertained  on  this  subject. 
But  for  his  knowledge  of  the  facts  in  relation  to  that 
subject,  his  opinions  might  have  been  totally  adverse  to 
what  they  then  were.  It  was  upon  the  facts  alone  that 
he  (Mr.  B.)  was  disposed  to  rest  the  decision  of  this 
questiuni  and  what  were  the  facts  in  relation  to  the  pollti- 
csl  condition  and  relations  of  Texas?  The  Preaident,  to 
be  correctly  informed  on  this  subject,  after  giving  the 
commis!tionera  of  Texas  (o  understand,  during  our  last 
Congress,  that  aa  soon  as  it  could  be  ascertained  that 
they  had  organized  a  de  facto  Government,  that  they 
would  be  immediately  recognised  by  this  Government. 
Most  prudently  and  wisely  had  he  despatched  a  comrais- 
aioner  or  agent  to  that  Government,  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  the  exact  facts,  as  near  as  practica- 
ble, of  the  real  condition  and  situation  of  that  Govern- 
ment; not  relying  on  the  statements  of  the  commissioners 
of  Texas,  her  agt  nt,  or  partisans,  he  adopted  the  pre- 
cautionary measure  of  sending  one  of  his  own— a  gentle- 
man well  known  here  for  his  integrity  and  capacity. 

He  agreed  perfectly  with  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Mison^,]  and  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Hoar,]  that  we  should  not  be 
led  away  by  our  feelings  on  this  subject,  but  should  be 
governed  by  the  facts.  Now,  sir,  (said  be,)  what  are 
the  facts,  so  far  as  they  had  been  able  lo  ascertain  them? 

He  would  first  notice  rumor  and  comrmon  report, 
which,  in  absence  of  all  other,  might  be  properly  re- 
ceived as  evidence.  Then,  air,  what  was  common  re- 
port on  this  subject,  and  which  had  been  acquiesced  in 
by  all  parties  for  the  last  twelve  months  or  thereabout? 
Have  we  not  seen  in  the  public  journal*— Mexican, 
American,  and  Texian— that  the  Mexicans  had  been  de- 
feated in  Texas,  and  that  every  soul  of  them  had  been 
driven  out  of  their  territory,  and  that  they  bad  been  the 
quiet  possessors  of  the  whole  country  for  near  twelve 
months;  that  the  whole  seacoast  of  both  Texas  and  Mex- 
ico was  now  under  the  entire  power  and  control  of 
Texas.'  Such  were  the  facts  lluit  we  had  learnt  of  all 
parties,  and  as  yet  were  uncontradicted  by  any.  But 
let  us,  as  we  should  do',  abide  mostly  by  the  evidence 
and  facts  put  forth  by  our  own  witnes%  Mr.  Morfit,  the 
agent  sent  by  the  President  to  collect  and  report  the 
facts  to  this  G  >V'  rnment.  What  said  he  in  relation  lo 
the  political  condition  of  that  country? 

Mr.  Morfit,  our  confidential  agent,  states  as  follows: 
*<  The  Texians  are  in  complete  and  undisturbed  posses- 
sion of  all  tbey  claim;  that  they  can,  at  any  time,  oppose 
an  army  of  from  five  to  eigltt  thousand  men  to  their  in- 
vaders, and  that  they  have  a  regularly  organized  and 
orderly  Government."  This,  sir,  is  directly  at  variance 
with  the  statements  just  made  by  the  honorable  member 
from  Massachusetts,  who  was  so  anxious  that  the  facts 
of  this  question  should  be  considered. 

*'The  Congress  of  Mexico,"  continues  Mr.  Murfit, 
"  wbieh  is  now  in  session,  seems  to  have  exhausted  all 
ordinary  mod.  a  of  raising  revenue,  and  advertt  to  the 
necessity  of  Itvying  new  contributkms.    The  national 


power  and  integrity  of  Mexico  seems  to  be  lost  io  then 
domeatic  difficulties;  and  hence  Texas  argues  that  no 
cyther  army  will  be  raised  to  croas  the  Rio  Grande againit 
her.  There  is  mudi  reaaon  in  this  assertioA;  and,  be- 
sides the  feebleness  of  the  Government,  the  people  in 
the  provinces  adjoining  Texas  are  opposed  to  the  war, 
as  they  have  already  suffered  severe^  in  the  progre* 
and  return  of  their  own  army  through  their  coonlry. 
Zacatecas  and  Chihuahua  have  manifested  great  desire 
for  peace;  and  if  the  ambition  of  a  few  men  contending 
for  power  could  be  allayed,  Mexico  would  be  quiet  and 
Texaafree." 

"  if  we  recur  to  the  military  incidents  of  Mexico,  io 
which  persons  from  the  United  States  took  part,  eres 
while  that  country  was  under  the  dominion  of  Spain,  it 
will  be  seen  that  nearly  all  the  conflicts  were  dinatroai 
to  her  subjects,  and  that  there  aeeme  to  be  a  fatality 
against  her  that  is  likely  to  keep  pace  with  all  her  pre* 
tensiona  on  this  side  of  her  natural  boundary,  the  Rio 
Grande.  As  early  as  1810,  the  military  post  at  Baton 
Rouge,  whose  commandant  had  commiited  many  wrongi 
against  Colonel  Kemper,  was  attacked  by  40  Americans, 
under  General  Thonnas,  and  the  garrison,  with  Colonel 
Lossas  and  130  men,  subdued.  The  Mexicans,  about 
that  time,  bad  commenced  a  revolution  against  Spain; 
and  Colonel  Ross,  with  500  men,  proceeded  intoTexu, 
to  aid  the  patriots.  He  attacked  and  took  the  strong  for- 
tress of  Goliad  without  any  loss,  and  ioon  after  defeatra 
and  captured  1,500  Mexicans.  This  army  determined 
upon  the  conquest  of  Mexico,  and  rooted  and  cut  to 
piecea  3,000  men  near  San  Antonio.  A  reinfbrceownt 
of  4,000  Mexicans  assaulted  Bexar,  in  the  absence  of  the 
American  generals^  but  the  troops  resolved  to  act  tbetn* 
aelves,  and  defeated  the  assailants  with  the  loss  of  only 
three  men. 

"  In  1812,  General  Toledo,  who  had  levolted  from 
I  the  Spanish  Government,  took  command  of  San  Anio* 
nio,  and,  with  Ross's  force  of  400,  ^nd  300  Indiani, 
routed  another  Mexican  army  of  4^000.  These  eventi 
led  to  the  general  revolution  which  separated  Mexico 
from  Spain;  and  ever  since  then,  whenever  the  Texiani 
have  been  engaged  either  with  the  Mexicans  to  esiab- 
lish  a  republic,  or  against  them  to  defend  1*,  they  bive 
almost  invariably  prevailed.  In  the  year  1833,  when  the 
Texiana  near  Nacogdoches  had  beei»  aggrieved  by  the 
military  at  that  post,  and  had  ineffectually  endeavored  to 
procure  their  removal,  they  took  up  arms  for  the  par* 
pose,  and,  with  250  undisciplined  men,  defeated  3/5 
regulara  under  General  Lus  Piedrus.  In  1832,  during 
the  administration  of  Bdatamente,  and  after  the  violation 
of  the  federal  constitution,  a  detachment  of  132  Tenan 
settlers,  under  Captain  John  Austin,  besicKed  and  re* 
duced  the  fort  at  Veiaaoo,  garriaoned  by  173  Mexicans! 
under  Colonel  Ugartichea,  with  rreat  loss  to  the  be- 
sieged." 

«*  In  1835,  the  Mexican  garrison  at  Anaboac,  under 
Captain  Tenoria,  surrendered  to  Colonel  Travi>,  com- 
manding a  smaller  force.  In  October  of  the  same  year, 
the  Mexican  cavalry,  from  the  fortreaa  at  Bexar,  were 
completely  routed.  At  Gonzales,  a  few  weeks  after,  93 
Texians,  under  Colonels  Bowie  and  Fanning,  fought  the 
battle  of  Conception,  and  defeated  450  Mexicans. 

«*  The  battle  near  Bexar  waa  fought  in  the  same 
month,  and  400  Mexicans  were  obliged  to  retire,  under 
cover  of  the  srtiilery  of  the  town,  before  200  Texian>t 
and  in  December,  the  city  of  San  Antonio  and  the  AU* 
mo,  defended  by  1,300  Mexicans,  under  General  Co*i 
surrendered  to  400  Texisns,  coromanded  by  Colonel  Mi^ 
lam.  On  the  2l8t  of  April,  1836,  Uie  decisive  battle  ot 
San  Jacinto  was  fought,  in  which  General  Santa  Ano«» 
with  1,300  men,  were  defeated  by  General  Houston, 
commanding  783;  and,  on  the  34fh  of  the  same  month, 
all  the  Mexican  forces  retreated  beyond  the  froiUiert 
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of  Texas,  l^his'  eonclii<)ecl  (he  wennd  campaign,  and 
thene«,  it  is  aaid,  •  a  new  epoch  in  her  tiistoiy  wa9  da- 
led."* 

Here,  air,  lathe  evidence  of  cMir  own  witnesat  «ich 
ife  the  facta  that  the  eonfiden^al  ajf^ent  of  our  own  Gov- 
rmment  comtntinicat^a  In  the  Executive,  la  he  to  be 
bel*eved,  or  is  he  not'  We  have  rejected  the  evidence 
of  the  eommisiinnera  of  Trxas,  and  called  on  one  of  nnr 
own.  WMI  you  now  diteredtt  your  own  witneaa'  W  II 
you  attempt  to  do  it.'  Sir,  you  cannot.  In  the  moat  or- 
dinary courts  of  justice  no  man  is  permitted  to  discredit 
h>8  own  witness.  Now,  sir,  what  is  the  evidence  of  this 
witness  of  our  own  Government?  Why,  that  ••  Texas 
is  a  re/r»l«rly  orgfanized  Government,  and  is  in  full  and 
8tiece'«r<il  operation;  that  she  has  expelled  hf-r  invader^ 
and  m  to  complete  possession  of  every  foot  of  territory 
thai  she  claims,"  and  is  (herehy,  by  alt  intents  and  pur. 
poses,  made  \Yit  de  fado  G'lvernment.  Theae  are  the 
facts  to  which  I  wnutd  call  the  particular  aUention  of 
honorable  ifenilemen  who  are  so  much  disposed  to  try 
tliis  subject  by  the  ficts.  These  are  fitcti  and  evidence 
put  forth  by  our  own  witness,  and  it  is  too  late  now  to 
attempt  lo  discredit  him.         -       ' 

Pmm  the  whole  tenor  of  Mr.  Morfit'd  report,  it  does 
ippear  to  rue  most  clear  that  Texas  is  the  de  facto  Gov- 
ernment, Mnd  that  every  syllable  of  it  fi^oea  to  show  the 
entire  improbability,  if  not  the  utter  impossibility,  of 
Mtfiicoejrer  reeoriquerinfp  Texas.  Prom  the  brief  his- 
tory tliyte  has  there  set  forth  of  these  contendinpr  par- 
tie*,  iMwimpuaafble  for  anyjmpsrtial  observer  to  doubt 
jonjer  of  the  utter  impracticability  of  Texas  ever  becom- 
/"^  *K»in  under  the  dominion  of  Mexico.  This  fact  no 
'man  can  doubt  who  will  read  that  report t  it  is  c'ear, 
lucid,  and  impartial,  and  speaks  of  fkcts  alone,  and  not 
of  rights.  • 

li  was  upon  these  facts  that  he  now  called  on  that 
House  to  act,  without  regard  to  any  supposititious,  hy- 
pothetical theories,  it  was  the  facta  on  which  he  had 
relied,  and  cm  which  the  committee  should  rely  for  the 
character  of  their  action  on  that  question,  and  he  thank- 
ed must  respectfully  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  HoAB,]  who  had  so  particularly  invited  the  p^rticu- 
kr  attentfon  of  the  committee  to  the  facta  to  which  he 
bad  referred t  he  thouf^ht  an  attentive  peruaal  of  them 
would  leave  but  one  impressvsn  on  the  mind  of  every 
honest  Impartial  reader  who  would  take  the  pains  to  ex- 
amine them.  But^  said  be^  if  there  had  been  reason  to 
doubt  the  statements  that  were  contained  in  Mr.  Morfit's 
report,  the  occiirrenees  and  events  that  had  taken  place 
since  were  amply  sufficient  to  remove  them.  What  had 
they  hrard  ever  vince  the  battle  that  had  been  fought  at 
San  Jacinto,  which  had  rendered  imperishable  the  fame 
of  Houstorf,  and  spread  over  the  fertile  fields  of  sunny 
Texas  a  blaze  of  immortal  glory?  You  have  hearri  it 
dinged  in  your  ears,  d^y  by  day,  weekly  and  monthly, 
that  Texas  ought  not  immediately  to  be  recognised  i 
that  Mrxieo  was  reassembling  troops  to  invsde  and  over- 
ron,  (as  by  one  fell  s<voop,)  and  depopulate  the  entire 
province  of  that  little  band  of  devoted  patriots,  whose 
deeds  of  noblest  valor  alone  had  won  for  them  a  coun- 
try and  a  home.  But,  air,  what  had  been  the  progress 
and  march  of  these  Mexican  myrmidons^  What  one'a 
foul  foiitateps  had  yet  polluted  that  soil,  rendered  aacred 
to  liberty  by  the  valor  of  self-expatriated  heroes,  whose 
deeds  have  often  eclipsed  tho«e  of  Greece  and  Rome  in 
the  proudest  days  of  their  glory  and  renown?  No,  sir, 
not  a  Mexican  soldier  has  dared  to  re-enter  Texas  since 
their  entire  defeat  and  discomfiture  on  the  plains  of  San 
Jscmio.  The  defeat  and  capitulation  of  Santa  Anna  was 
decisive  of  the  fate  of  Texss,  and  may  be  justly  consid- 
ered the  birtliday  of  this  new-born  republic.  Sir,  (said 
Mr.  B.,)  would  to  God  I  had  a  talent  fur  eulogy,  this 
Bight  would  I  attempt  to  do  justice  to  the  memory  of 
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those  noble  spirits  whose  deeds  of  gallantry  have  shed 
»ueh  a  htstre  around  the  name  of  Texan.  Where  nn«r 
are  your  Bravns  and  Bu^tamentea?  What  one  has  yet 
fihown  himself  within  the  juri«dictinnsl  limits  of  T«-xas? 
Have  not  the  armies  of  General  Bravo  been  dismtased, 
or,  rather,  have  they  not  deaerte*^*,  and  refused  to  re- 
cross  the  Kin  del  Norte?  Are  they  not  in  a  wretch  I'd 
a^ate  of  revolt  and  privation,  and  destitute  at  this  mo- 
ment of  e'very  means  n«»cessarv  for  the  subsiater\ce  of 
an  army  of  successful  operation^  If  the  public  journals 
of  either  country  are  t<*  be  credited,  they  are.  The  last 
accounts  frtim  Mexico  hrtnft  us  information,  too,  that  the 
whole  country  is  l<kely  to  declare  In  favor  of  Santa  Anns, 
who  stands  pledged  himself,  dotibtles*,  by  his  own  sol- 
emn acts,  not  to  invsde  Tex  «8  again,  but  to  recognice 
her  independence.  These  events  all  concur  to  corrob- 
orate and  strengthen  the  atatementa  of  facta  aet  forth  by 
Mr.  Morfit  in  his  report  to  the  Executive.  Then,  si»*, 
how  is  it  possible  that  any  intelligent  man  can  longer 
doubt,  with  such  facts  and  corrohorating  circumstsnces  # 
Btariner  him  in  the  face,  of  the  independent  existenre  of 
a  de  facto  Gnvernment  in  Texas?  H«  did  not  feel  dispo- 
sed t«>  doubt  the  sincerity  of  honorable  gentlemen  there, 
though  he  thought  there  were  ad^  quale  grounds  to  do 
so,  when  they  saw  fit  to  go  so  directly  in  the  face  of 
both  facts  and  circumstances  tending  directly  lo  the  con- 
trary, to  which  he  too  would  most  earne*>tly  request  the 
recollection  of  honorable  gentlemen  on  that  occasion. 

The  honorable  gentlemen  from  Massachusetts  and 
Ohio,  however,  had  doubts,  and  reprobated  the  idea  of 
the  independence  of  Texas  being  acquired  by  rene- 
gades, plunderers,  and  marauders,  that  hsd  fled  from 
justii;e  in  their  own  countries,  and  seenied  to  lay  much 
stress  upon  their  being  bnd  piratea,  speculat'^ra,  &e.| 
although  he  knew  the  charge,  as  it  related  to  nineteen 
twentielha  of  that  people,  was  entirely  gratuitous  and 
unfounded,  he  was  willing,  for  the  time  being,  and  ar- 
gument's sake  merely*  to  grant  it.  Its  fallacy,  he  would 
show,  was  too  palpable  not  to  be  detected  by  the  most 
superficial  observer.  What,  he  asked,  had  that  House 
or  this  nation  to  do  with  the  moral  character  of  the 
armies  of  either  Texas  or  Mexico?  Who  aould  stand 
up  there,  and  say  the  one  was  more  debased  than  the 
otiier?  What  were  the  armies  of  Mexico,  but  convicts 
and  pressmen  of  er^ty  hue,  from  the  tawny  muititu 
down  t»  the  sable  aamho?  The  filth  of  every  prison  and  * 
dungeon  in  Mexico  had  been  emptied  intoTrxa%  led  on 
by  bandits,  that  knew  no  law  but  that  of  plunder.  He 
hoped  that  House  would  never  deacend  so  much  as  to 
undertake  to  decide  on  the  moral  character  of  the 
armies  of  any  nation.  * 

What  if  every  man  in  Texas  was  a  common  highway, 
man,  or  robber,  if  you  choose,  or  even  sn  assassin,  that 
could  not,  nor  should  not,  aflTect  this  question  (  not  even 
if  they  were  ten  times  more  debased  than  they  had  been 
described.  The  question  Ia'ss  one  of  mere  fact  as  to 
their  independence;  and,  in  deciding  that,  we  had  noth- 
ing to  do  with  th^ir  morals,  color,  or  complexion;  which, 
he  imagined,  none  doubted  wotild  compare  with  that  of 
their  invaders.  He  again  repeated,  ware  the  TeX'Sns 
the  most  degraded,  abandoned  people  on  earth,  having 
gained  posaesaiim  of  their  countiy,  and  having  establish- 
ed a  defado  Government,  we  were  bound  in  good  fajth 
to  recognise  them. 

But  the  honorable  gentlemen  were  as  much,  if  not 
more  so,  out  In  llveir  other  objection.  Th^  gentleman 
from  Maasachusetts  [Mr.  HoAa]  had  said  that  the  army 
of  Texas  was  composed  of  Americans,  and  tlftt  there 
were  not  more  than  three  or  four  hundred  Texians.  Mr. 
B.  did  not  know  that  there  were  as  many,  nor  did  ha 
care  to  know  it.  Had  there  not  been  ten  Texians  in 
their  armies,  it  would  not  have  been  at  all  material  to  the 
present  iisue.    If  they  were  able  to  hire  men  to  fight 
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their  battled,  it  was  their  look  out,  not  ours;  or  if  they 
eould  get  them  from  o^hcr  nations  to  fight  their  battles 
for  nothing,  it  was  their  good  fortune,  and  they  were 
entitled  to  all  the  benefits  of  it.  The  honorable  gentle- 
man, in  making  this  objection,  surely  had  not  reflected 
on  the  history  of  other  nations,  which  abundantly  fur- 
nished the  most  analogous  precedents  and  examples. 

There  had  hardly  been  a  war  of  consequence,  amidat 
ancient  or  modern  nations,  in  which  auxiliaries  had  not, 
in  some  manner  or  form,  at  some  one  time  or  another, 
been  introduced.     But  for  the  auxiliaries  of  England, 
under  Wellington,  would  the  French  ever  have  been 
dislodged  from  the  Tagus,  and  finally  driven  out  of 
Spain?    In  that  contest,  every  brilliant  exploit  was  per- 
formed by  foreigners;  and  were  they  not  considered  the 
armies  of  Spain,  and  did  not  the  benefits  of  their  victo- 
riea  redound  almost  exclusively  to  the  benefit  of  Spain? 
But  he  needed  not  to  dwell  on  foreign  examples,  when 
they  sbounded  in  his  own  country.     What  Indian  war 
^had  occurred,  in  which  we  had  not  a  part^of  our  armies 
composed  of  Indian  auxtlisries?     Look  at  that  time  to 
Florida:  were  we  not  employing  in  our  armies  Creeks  to 
put  down  the  Seminoles?    And  what  was  the  nature  of 
our  armiea  during  our  Revolution?    Where  were  the 
French^-their  naVy — Lafayette  and  his  illustrious  com- 
patriots and  coadjutors  in  the  cause  of  American  liberty? 
Without  the  auxiliaries  of  France  would  Cornwallis  have 
surrendered  at  York? 

Sir,  the  gentleman  has  been  exceedingly  unfortunate 
in  his  objection.  It  is  one  that  would  have  applied  with 
equal  or  ifnore  weight  to  our  own  country  in  by«gone 
days.  I  hopQ  he  will  review  these  facts,  and  give  to 
them  that  weight  to  which  their  truth  entitles  them. 

The  next  branch  of  the  subject  that  he  proposed  to 
eiamine  was,  what  bad  been  the  precedents  in  relation 
lo  the  acknowledgment  of  new  Governments  that  had 
been  set  by  this  Government,  and  its  action  in  similar 
cases. 

He  did  not  hesitate  to  say  that  the  recognition  of  Tex- 
as, linder  the  present  circumstances,  was  in  strict  con- 
formity with  nearly  every  precedent  set  by  this  Govern- 
ment, from  the  adm'nistrstton  of  the  grest  Father  of  his 
country's  hberties,  (General  Washington,)  down  to  the 
present  day.  The  fact  of  the  existence  of  precedents 
Ibr  recognition  had  been  most  triumphsntly  argued  in 
that  House  on  a  former  occasion,  perfectly  analogoua  to 
the  present,  by  a  distinguished  staleaman  from  Kentucky, 
and  had  been  so  much  more  ably  and  eloquently  main- 
tained, and  set  forth,  than  he  could  do,  that  he  would 
simply  read  from  the  speech  of  that  honorable  gentlc- 
man,  now  a  Senator  in  another  body,  which  was  as  fol- 
lows: 

'*  Mr.  Clay  continued.  Having  shown  that  the  cause 
of  the  patriots  was  just,  and  that  we  had  a  great  interest 
in  itA successful  issue,  he  would  next  inquire  what  course 
of  policy  it  became  us  to  adopt.  He  bad  already  de- 
clared that  to  be  one  of  strict  and  impartial  neutrality. 
It  was  not  necessary  fur  their  interests,  it  was  not  expe- 
dient for  our  own,  that  we  should  take  part  in  the  war. 
All  they  demandi d  of  us  was  a  just  neutrality;  it  was 
compatible  with  this  pacific  policy,  it  was  required  by  it, 
that  we  should  recognise  any  established  Government  in 
Spanish  America^  Recognition  alone,  without  aid,  was 
no  just  cause  of  war.  With  itid  it  was,  not  becsuse  of 
the  recognition,  but  because  of  the  aid,  as  aid  without 
reeognitiomwas  cause  of  war.  The  truth  of  these  prop- 
ositions he  would  maintain  upon  principle,  by  the  prac- 
tice of  other  States  and  by  the  usage  of  our  own.  There 
was  no  common  tribunal  among  the  nations  to  pronounce 
upon  the  fact  of  the  sovereignty  of  a  new  State.  Each 
Power  must,  and  doe%  judgpe  for  itself.  A  natioo,  in  ex- 
erting this  inconteslat)le  right,  in  pronouncing  the  inde- 
pendence in  fact  of  a  new  State,  takes  no  part  in  the 


war.  It  givea  neither  men.  nor  ships,  nor  money.  It 
merely  pronounces  that  in  9Q  far  as  it  msy  be  necesury 
to  institute  any  relations,  or  to  support  any  intercourse, 
with  the  new  Power,  that  Power  is  capable  of  iDaistiin- 
ing  those  relations  and  authorising  that  intercourse. 
Martens,  and  other  pobYictsts,  lay  down  these  prin- 
ciples." 

«»  When  the  United  Provinces  formerly  severed  them- 
selves from  Spain*  it  was  about  eighty  yeara  before  their 
independence  was  finally  recognised  by  Spain.  Before 
that  recognition  the  United  Provinces  had  been  received 
by  all  the  rest  of  Europe  into  the  family  of  nations.  It  is 
true  that  a  war  broke  out  between  Philip  and  Blizsbetb, 
but  it  proceeded  from  the  aid  which  ahe  delcmiioed  to 
give,  and  did  give,  to  Holland.  In  no  instance,  he  be- 
lieved, could  It  be  shown,  from  authentic  history,  thst 
Spain  made  war  upon  any  Power  on  the  sole  ground 
that  such  Power  had  acknowledged  the  independence  of 
the  United  Provinces. 

•<  In  the  case  of  our  own  Revolution,  it  wss  not  until 
after  France  had  given  us  aid,  and  had  deterniDed  to 
enter  into  a  treaty  of  alliance  with  us— a  treaty  by  which 
shegusrantiedour  independence — that  England  declsred 
wsr.  Holland  was  also  charged  by  England  with  ftror- 
ing  our  csuse,  and  deviating  from  the  line  of  strict  oca- 
trality;  and  when  it  was  perceived  that  she  wsf,  more- 
over, about  to  enter  into  a  treaty  with  us,  EngUnd 
declared  war.  Even  if  it  were  shown  that  a  proud, 
haughty,  and  powerful  nation,  like  England,  ha^msde 
war  upon  other  provinces,  on  the  ground  of  a  nilre  rec- 
ognition^ the  smgle  example  could  not  alter  the  public 
law,  or  shake  the  strength  of  a  dear  principle. 

'<But  what  had  been  our  own  uniform  practice?  He 
had  constantly  proceeded  on  the  principle  thst  the  Gov- 
ernment dt  fado  was  that  #hich  we  could  alone  noticr. 
Whatever  form  of  government  any  society  of  peopl* 
adopts,  whoever  they  acknowledge  as  their  sovereigjt 
we  consider  that  Government,  or  that  sovereign,  ss  the 
one  to  be  acknowledged  by  at.  We  have  invsrisbly 
abstained  from  assuming  a  right  to  decide  in  favor  of  the 
sovereign  dt  jure,  and  against  the  sovereign  de  fw^- 
That  is  a  question  for  the  nation  in  which  it  arises  to 
determine  I  snd,  so  far  as  we  are  concerned,  the  sov- 
ereign defaclo  is  the  sovereign  de  Jure.  Our  own  Bej- 
olution  stands  on  the  basis  of  the  right  of  a  people  to 
change  their  rulers.  He  did  not  maintain  that  every 
immature  revolution,  every  usurper,  before  his  power 
was  consolidated,  was  to  be*  acknowledged  by  ust  but 
that  as  soon  as  sUbility  and  order  were  maintained,  no 
matter  by  «  horn,  we  alwaya  had  considered,  snd  oogt^^ 
to  consider,  the  actual  as  the  true  Government.  Gen- 
eral Washington,  Mr,  JefTerson,  and  Mr.  Msdison, «»« 
all,  whilat  they  were  respectively  Presidenf,  acted  on 
theae  principles. 

«'Inthecaae  of  the  French  republic.  General  Washing- 
ton did  not  wslt  until  some  of  the  crowned  heads  of 
Europe  should  set  him  the  example  of  acknowledging 
it,  but  accredited  a  minister  at  once;  and  it  is  remar sa- 
ble that  he  was  received  before  the  Government  of  the 
republic  was  considered  as  establiabed.  It  wHI  be  found 
in  Markhall's  Life  of  Waahington,  that  when  it  was  un- 
derstood that  a  minister  from  the  French  republic  v» 
about  to  present  himself.  President  Washington  submit- 
ted a  number  of  questions  to  his  cabinet,  for  their  con- 
sideration and  advice;  one  of  which  waf,  whcttJer,  upon 
the  reception  of  the  minister,  he  shoukl  be  notified  ih>i 
America  would  suspend  the  execution  of  the  treaiie* 
until  France  had  an  eatsblisbed  Government.  Genep' 
Washington  did  not  stop  to  inquire  whether  the  cif- 
scendsnts  of  St.  Louis  were  to  be  considered  ss  the  le- 
gitimate sovereigns  of  France^  and  if  the  revolution  wi« 
to  be  regarded  as  unauthorized  reaistance  to  their  i*ay. 
He  saw  France,  in  fact,  under  the  Government  of  tho^« 
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who  hmd  mbTerted  the  throne  of  the  Bourbons,  and  he 
•cknowledgedMhe  actual  Government.  During^  Mr. 
Jclferaon*t  and  Mr.  Mtdison'a  adminittrationt,  when  the 
Gortee  of  Spain  and  Joieph  Bonaparte,  reapecttvely, 
contended  for  the  crown,  theae  enlightened  stiteamen 
said,  we  will  receive  a  minister  from  neither  party)  settle 
the  question  between  yourselves,  and  we  will  seknowl- 
edg^e  the  party  that  prevailsi  we  have  nothing  to  do 
with  your  leuds;  whoever  Spain  acknowledges  as  her 
sovereign  is  the  only  sovereign  with  whom  we  can  main- 
tain any  rebtions.  Mr.  Jefferson,  it  is  understood,  con- 
sidered whether  he  shoald  not  receive  a  minister  from 
both  parlies,  and  finally  decided  against  it,  because  of 
the  inconveniencee  to  this  country  which  might  result 
from  the  double  representation  of  another  Power.  As 
soon  as  the  French  armies  were  expelled  from  the  pe- 
ninsuls,  Mr.  Madison,  still  acting  on  the  principles  of  the 
Government  defado,  received  the  present  minister  from 
8pn'n«  During  all  the  phases  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment—Republic, Directory,  Consuls,  Consul  for  life. 
Emperor,  King,  Cmperor  again,  King— our  Government 
has  uniformly  received  the  minister. 

•'  Ify  then,  there  be  an  established  Government  in 
Spanish  Aroerics,  deserving  to  rank  among  the  nations, 
we  were  morally  and  politically  bound  to  acknowledge 
ity  unices  wc  renounced  all  the  principles  which  ought 
to  guide,  and  which  hitherto  had  guided,  our  councils." 
Yea,  air,  such  were  the  sentiments,  at  that  time,  of 
tbftt  most  distinguished  son  of  the  West,  of  whose  birth 
any  country  should  Justly  be  proud <  whose  known  tal- 
ents it  were  mean  and  low,  even  in  an  enemy,  to  dispar- 
age, however  much  he  had  and  might  differ  with  him 
in  their  political  views  as  it  regarded  the  future  policy 
of  the  nation;  he  never  could  ao  far  forget  what  was  due 
to  candor  and  honesty  as  to  deny  him  the  meed  to  which 
his  talents  and  services  to  his  country  so  pre-eminently 
entitled  bim.  This  speech,  from  which  he  had  just  read 
an  extract,  wis  delivered  on  the  24th  of  March,  1818, 
by  Mr.  Clay,  in  (he  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  a  prop* 
osKton  identical  with  that  now  before  the  committee,  of- 
fei«d  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  South'  Carolina, 
{%lr.  TuoxvBOs.]  The  speech  of  that  honorable  gen- 
tlemnn,  it  was  seen,  covered  the  whole  ground  of  pre- 
cedent, and  left  but  little  for  him  (Mr.  B.)  to  say.  The 
honorable  gentleman  (Mr.  Clay)  had  shown  them  that 
the  first  precedent  hsd  been  set  on  that  subject  by  Gen- 
eral Wa^ington,  than  whom  no  nation  nor  age  bad  ever 
produced  a  alatesman  of  more  consummate  prudence 
end  -preeauiionary  foreaight.  General  Washington  never 
stopped  (said  Mr.  Clay)  to  consider  whether  the  de- 
•eendstnts  of  St.  Louia  were  to  be  considered  as  the  le- 
gitimate sovereigns  of  Prance*  He  saw  France,  in  fact, 
under  the  government  of  those  who  had  subverted  the 
llourbonSf  and  he  acknowledged  the  actual  Government. 
Now,  air,  what  was  the  '*  actual  Government"  here  allu- 
ded tOf  but  the  Government  de  facto?  This  was  the  first 
precedent  set  by  the  great  founder  of  American  liberty, 
which  had  been  regularljb  followed  up  and  pursued  by 
b^  illustrious  successors,  in  the  persons  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son, Mr.  Madison,  and  Mr.  Monroe.  The  practice,  so 
fv  ae  he  was  informed,  seemed  to  have  descended  down 
from  the  primary  days  of  the  republic,  in  an  uninterrupt- 
ed aeries  of  precedents  sod  examples,  heretofore  un- 
questioned by  any  source  of  intelligent  statesmen  or 
politicians  whatsoever. 

Mexico  herself  bad  been  acknowledged  under  circum- 
stances by  fiir  more  unfavorable  than  those  under  which 
it  wns  now  proposed  to  scknow ledge  Texas.  At  the 
tone  that  this  country  acknowledged  the  independence 
of  Mexioo,  it  waa  a  fact  well  known  that  the  mother 
country,  (old  Spain,)  for  nearly  eighteen  months  after 
her  independence  had  been  acknowledged  by  this  Gov- 
ernment, held  peisesslon  of  some  of  the  strongest  for- 


tresses in  all  Mexico.  Mexico  was  recognised  by  this 
Government  in  1832,  at  which  time  the  armies  of  old 
Spain  had  complete  possession  of  one  of  the  strongpesl 
posts  and  most  impregnable  forts  in  the  whole  Govern* 
ment.  Among  othero,  she  held  possession  of  the  cas- 
tle of  San  Juan  de  Ulloa,  at  Vera^Cruz — amongst  the 
strongest  posts  in  the  world,  Gibraltar  and  Quebec  not 
excepted.  Then,  sir,  let  us  compsre  the  then  condi- 
tion of  Mexico  with  the  present  condition  of  Texas. . 
Texas  has  expelled  her  invaders,  taken  captive  the  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  armies,  and  President  of  Mexicot 
and  there  is  not  a  post,  fort,  or  fortress,  or  castle,  at  this 
time,  of  any  description  or  denomination,  in  any  part  of 
her  territory,  in  the  possession  of  an  en<emy,  nor  hat 
there  been  lor  near  twelve  months.  Then,  how  incom- 
parsbhr  stronger  are  the  claims  to  recognition  on  the 
part  of  Texas  than  were  those  of  Mexico!  Yet  the  rec- 
ognition of  Mexico  met  with  but  little  opposition  from 
any  part  of  this  Government.  Why,  then,  this  morbid 
sensibility  in  regsrd  to  Texas^  Strange,  exceedingly  ao; 
it  was  unjust  in  the  extreme.  Sir,  in  reply  to  a  commu- 
nication in  relation  to  the  recognition  of  Mexico,  from 
Mr.  Monroe,  then  Frestdent  of  this  Government,  the  re- 
port of  a  committee  of  this  House  held  the  following 
langusge:  ''For  a  nstion  to  be  entitled  to  respect  in 
foreign  States,  to  the  enjoyment  of  these  attributes,  and 
to  figtire  directly  in  the  great  political  society,  it  is  suf- 
ficient that  it  is  resUy  sovereign  and  independent;  that 
it  f^overns  itself  by  its  own  authority  and  laws.'*  Now, 
what  other  laws  were  in  force,  at  this  time,  than  those 
of  her  own  ensetment,  in  any  part  of  the  territories  of 
Texas?  None,  sir,  none.  If  our  own  agent  and  witness 
is  to  be  believed,  or  the  reports  and  statementa  contain- 
ed in  the  journals  of  the  three  Governments  of  Texas 
Mexico,  or  of  the  United  States.  This  report  contains 
the  precedent  set  at  that  time  by  this  House;  thus  add- 
ing additional  weight  to  those  precedents  ssnctioned, 
first,  by  the  illustrious  founder  of  his  country,  and  ac- 
quiesced in  by  every  President  down  to  tlie  present 
time.  He  had  perceived  nothing  more  uniform  than 
the  course  proposed  to  be  taken  by  the  amendment  on 
your  table,  offered  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina.  The  precedents,  so  far,  that  had  been 
act,  by  both  the  legislative  and  executive  departments 
and  branchea  of  thia  Government,  be  had  shown,  he 
thought,  satisfactorily,  were  in  favor  of  the  recognition 
of  Texas,  and  the  immediate  adoption  of  the  amend- 
ment before  the  committee. 

Mr.  B.  would  now  state  what  took  place  between 
this  Government  and  the  republic  of  Colombia,  as  he 
found  it  in  sn  extrsct  from  a  letter  written  by  the  very 
honorable  and  distinguished  gentleman  from  Masaachu- 
setts,  who  then  filled  with  great  ability  the  station  of 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States  under  the  ad- 
ministfation  of  Mr.  Monroet  and  he  was  bound  to  be- 
lieve thst  they  contained  the  opinions  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  at  that  time.  In  his  letter  to  Mr.  Anderson, 
of  1823,  he  then  stated:  "The  formation  of  the  re- 
public of  Colombia,  by  the  fundamental  law  of  IT'th 
December,  1817,  was  notified  to  this  Government  by 
its  agent,  the  late  Don  Manuel  Torres,  on  the  20th  of 
February,  1821,  with  a  request  that  it  might  be  recog- 
niaed  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,"  he,  * 
«  s  «  «» The  request  and  proposal  were  renewed  in 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Torrea  of  the  SOih  of  November,  1821, 
and  again  repeated  on  the  2d  of  Januarv,  1822.  The 
Preaident,  on  the  8th  of  March,  declared  that  the  time 
had  arrived  when  the  acknowledgment  of  the  independ- 
ence declared  by  the  Spaniah  American  colonies  could 
no  longer  be  withheld,  fcc.  An  appropriation  was  made 
by  law,  (4th  of  May,  1822,)  « for  such  missions  to  the 
independent  nations  on  the  American  continent  as  the 
President  should  deem  proper.' "    Here,  sir,  wm  trtavt 
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in  siibtlftnce  was  ihcn  contended  for,  tnd  lanelioned  by 
th»t  dwtini^ithed,  IIioukIi  now  eccentric,  itatesniMn  of 
Ma^Mcliuacita,  whc>se  diplomatic  tulenta  ranked  inferior 
to  no  man  now  living,  on  this  or  itie  other  side  of  the 
A' Untie,  and  which  had  ever  been  displayed  by  an 
ability  equnlled  only  by  the  ezfenMveness  t>f  his  mtister- 
)y  power  f>f  research.  In  these  instructions  to  our 
minister,  (Mr.  Anderson,)  the  whole  ground  of  time 
was  covi*red.  1'he  first  request  w»s  made  to  this  Gov- 
ernment by  Don  Manuel  I'orres,  on  tiie  20(h  February, 
1821,  for  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  that 
republic.  On  the  8ih  of  March,  1822,  it  waa  recom- 
mended by  Mr.  Monroe,  the  then  Chief  Magistrate  i  and 
on  the  4th  of  May,  1822,  an  appropriation  wss  made, 
virtually  recognising  the"  independence  of  tliat  Govern- 
ment, but  a  little  more  than  fourteen  months  after  the 
firat  application  had  been  made;  and  ibit,  too,  was  done 
in  the  very  f^ce  of  the  remonstrances  of  the  Spanish 
minister,  (Amlusga;)  y»t  it  was  now  contended  that  the 
application  of  Texas  was  too  soon,  and  premature,  who 
had  been  knocking  at  our  doors  for  recognition  about 
the  same  length  of  time,  whde  not  a  voice  had  been 
raised  against' it  by  Mexico.  This,  he  thought,  wss 
conclusive  aa  to  the  immateriality  of  the  time  for  which 
a  Government  should  apply  to  be  recognised,  and 
plttced  TeXMS  on  the  Identical  grounds  of  former  Gov- 
ernments ttut  had  preceded  her  in  simdar  appliciitions. 
He  hoped  the  honorable  gentleman  who  had  represent- 
ed his  country  with  so  much  ability  on  this  occasion,  in 
1833,  would  not  now  be  found  to  disparage  the  aslutary 
principles  for  which  he  bad  then  ao  ably  contended.  He 
too,  in  thst  communication,  had  taken  ground  in  favor 
of  I  he  Government  defado^  which  he  conceived  to  be 
the  only  true  ground  to  be  taken  by  this  Government, 
and  ptoperly  the  only  legitimate  one  to  be  taken  by 
every  Government  on  all  similar  occj»sions. 

Mr.  Wlicaton,  one  of  the  prufoundest  modern  waiters 
on  international  law,  in  relation  to  the  acknowledgment, 
by  Prance  of  the  independence  of  the  Unittd  States, 
•ays: 

'*That  the  scknowledgment  of  the  independence  of 
the  United  States  of  America  l>y  France,  coupled  with 
the  aasiatance  secretly  rendered  by  the  French  cf>urt  to 
the  revohed  colonies,  was  considered  by  Great  Britain 
AS  an  unjuit  fiable  »ggre8»ion(  and,  under  the  ctrcum- 
•tances,  it  prcbably  was  sn.  B>it  had  the  French  court 
conducted  itaelf  with  good  faith,  and  maintained  an  im- 
partial lieutraliiy  between  the  two  belligerant  parties, 
it  may  be  doubted  whether  ti^e  treaty  of  commerce,  or 
even  the  eventual  alliance  between  France  and  the  Uni« 
ted  States,  could  have  fumialied  any  just  ground  for  a 
declaration  of  war  against  the  former  by  the  British 
Government.  The  more  recent  example  of  the  ac» 
krtowledgment  of  the  independence , of  the  Spanish 
American  provincea,  by  the  United  States,  Great  Briuin, 
and  other  Powers,  whiUt  the  parent  country  s<  ill  con- 
tinues to^  withhold  her  assent,  alao  concurs  to  illustrate 
the  general  underatandmg  of  nationa,  that  where  a  re- 
volted province  or  colony  has  declared  and  shown  its 
ability  to  maintain  its  independence',  the  recognition  of 
Its  suvere  gnty  by  other  foreign  Statta  is  a  question  of 
pol  cy  and  prudence  only." 

Implying,  most  clearly,  that  if  France  had  formed  a 
treaty  of  commerce,  or  even  an  alliance,  wtth  this  Gov- 
ernmrni,  by  wnlch  the  ii'drpeiidence,  of  course,  of  this 
Govrrnmcnt  «ould  have  been  acknowlec^ged  ss  being 
XU^difaelo  Government  of  the  land—that  e%'eii  then,  and 
In  tliat  case,  without  the  ass  stance  rendered  on  the 
part  of  France  to  the  United  States,  it  woul  i  have  btrn 
iio  cause  of  war  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  aisainsi 
France.  And,  sir,  it  was  not  on  account  of  the  rccogni* 
Uon  of  the  indcpriidencr  of  this  ctmntiy,  on  the  part  ol 
Fr«Qce»  that  Great  Britain  decUrcd  war  agaiosi  her,  but 


for  the  aid  that  she  had  overtly  given  and  rendered  to 
the  Unittd  Stales,  and  thereby  msking  herself  in  fact 
the  first  sggressor.  France  had  oonfrdrrated  with  the 
United  States  in  the  war  againat  Britain t  and  the  act  of 
one  confederate  was,  as  it  has  ever  iMren,  received  as 
the  set  of  the  other.  France,  then,  tn  reality,  had  first 
commenced  with  the  United  States  a  war,  to  all  intents 
and  purposes,  sgainst  the  powers  of  Great  Britain.  It 
was  not,  therefore,  the  recognition  of  the  Amrritan  in« 
dependence  that  justified  the  Government  of  fn^land 
in  declaring  war  with  France,  but  for  an  actual  con- 
federation and  cnadjutation  with  her  enemies  and  their 
revolted  provinces,  without  which,  as  Mr.  Wheatno  has 
most  justly  intimated,  she  could  have  tiad  no  just  cause 
for  war. 

But,  sir,  as  bis  honorsble  friends  from  the  North  and 
East  had  exhibited,  he  thought  moat  unnecessarily  too, 
an  extraordinary  aensibility  on  this  suhjeot,  evincive 
of  their  untoward  repugnance  to  touch  it,  he  would 
show  there  must  have  been  a  most  prodigiotis  falling  off 
in  that  quarter  from  the  free  and  liberal  doctrines  that 
were  advocated  in  1823  by  that  most  profound  and  em- 
dite  atateaman  whom  all  New  Bngland  now  seemed 
proud  to  honor,  and  who  had  but  recently  received  a 
portion  of  the  suffrages  of  that  very  enlightened  and  en* 
terpristng  section  of  this  country  for  the  first  office  in 
their  gift.  He  alluded  to  an  honorable  Senator  who 
now  occupied  a  seat  in  another  part  of  that  Iniilding, 
(Mr.  Webster.)  That  gentlrman,  in  1823,  did  not  ap- 
pear quite  ao  timid.  It  was  then  that  he  st<iod  ft>r>h  on 
this  floor,  the  champion  of  liberty,  and  with  the  fervor 
of  his  lofiy  eloquence  advocated  the  cause  of  Ireeflom  in 
a  foreign  land,  expiring  beneath  the  grasp  of  a  despot's 
hand.  'I'here  waa  not  then  felt  auch  appallinir  forebodings 
fiom  that  quarter  by  the  mere  expression  of  an  opini  n 
by  either  the  tx^cutive  or  legislative  depsrtmeats  i>f  this 
Government.  There  was  not  that  chilling  horror  felt, 
which  seems  now  to  haunt  the  consciences  of  ceriaia 
honorable  gentlemen  on  thia  floor.  Sir,  aaid  Mr.  B., 
stich  was  the  language  held  by  the  highly  gifted  gentle- 
man to  whom  he  had  alh»ded,  in  his  speech  in  ttiia  House 
on  a  restdution  introduced  >y  himself  for  the  app<»tnt- 
ment  i  f  an  agent  or  commissioner  to  Greece,  whom  it 
waa  then  proposed  to  be  immediataly  despatehc<l  by  the 
President,  whenever,  in  his  discretion,  it  miglit  be 
deemed  proper: 

<*ln  reference  to  what  might  be  the  opinion*  of 
other  nations  on  our  course  here,"  aaid  Mr.  W., 
**  they  might  indeed  prefer  that  we  shoukl  express  no 
dissent  upon  the  doctrines  which  they  have  avowed, 
and  the  application  which  they  have  made  of  those  doc* 
trines  to  Greece.  But  I  trust  we  are  not  disp<ised  to 
leave  them  in  any  doubt  as  to  our  sentimems  ftpon 
these  important  subjeotp.  l*hey  have  expressed  thrir 
opinions,  and  do  not  call  that  expression  of  opn«ion  an 
interference «  in  which  respect  ihey  are  right,  as  the  ex* 
pression  of  «ipinion  in  such  cases  is  not  such  an  in*erfer* 
eiice  as  would  justify  the  Greejts  In  conudering  the  Pow* 
era  as  at  war  with  them.  For  ^he  same  reason,  any  ex- 
prenaion  which  we  may  make,  of  different  princtplea 
■nd  different  >ympsthies,  is  no  interference.  No  one 
would  call  the-  President's  message  an  interferrncei  and 
yet  it  is  much  stronger  in  that  respect  than  these  resolu- 
lions." 

These  are  sentiments  that  justly  do  honor  to  an 
American  stateaman.  Here  is  a  position  as<«umed,  that 
ihia  House,  nor  this  nation,  ahould  never  aban«lor»«  a«  m 
free  expression  of  opinion  was  identified  with  the  rights 
of  individuals,  so  it  was  esaenttally  iden^ifietl  and  in*epa* 
rably  neceat«ry  to  the  ri|ehls  of  nations.  These  were 
sentiments  tlut  it  becomes  every  American  patriot  to 
nu^tain,  as  well  for  the  honor  as  for  tlie  freedom  ami  in- 
Alependence  of  his  nation.    Yes,  sir,  we  have  the  ri^ht 
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to  the  rxpreMion  of  our  fiptnion*,  ••  well  ai  a  nation  as 
tndtvidualfi,  as  to  the  dependent  or  independent  exist- 
ence iif  any  Government  or  nation,  without  iciving  jnst 
esiite  fur  war  or  for  censure;  nor  should  even  th«  hor- 
rt>r«  of  war  deter  u<Trnm  the  mainlenance  of  this  ri|pht. 
Sir,  what  is  recofi^nition,  but  an  expression  of  our  opin- 
ion that  a  nation  is  free  or  independent?  And  have 
we  nn  ri|tht  to  do  this,  for  fear  of  frivinir  oflTenee  to  some 
foreifpn  despot?  Away  with  such  craven  fears,  as  anii« 
patriotic,  and  at  war  with  every  ennoblinf^  emotion  of  a 
heart  that  throbs  with  the  feeling  of  freedom  for  his 
own  or  another's  country. 

But,  to  show  further  authority  to  justify  the  position 
that  he  and  hts  friends  had  taken  on  that  subject,  he 
wouFd  not  coiifirte  himself  to  the  writers  on  national  law, 
or  to  the  distinf^uished  debaters  and  statesmen  of  his 
own  country.  He  would  show  th^  it  was  a  pnaition 
that  had  been  taken  by  Rngfland  herself,  of  whofe  dis- 
pleas»ire  honohible  gentlemen  aeemed  to  stand  in  such 
trepidation  on  the  present  occasion.  Ii  had  been  assert- 
ed and  mainiatned,  by  one  of  the  most  exalted  and  high- 
ly giftefl  spirits  of  the  age,  and  who,  for  high  order 
of  iittelleclion,  has  at  no  time  been  surpassed  by  the 
6rst  premiers  of  Great  Britain.  It  was  to  be  found  in 
the  correxpondenee  between  M.  Zea,  minister,  &e.,  of 
his  Catholic  Majesty  of  old  Spam,  with  the  court  of 
Great  Britain,  and  through  the  honorable  Mr.  Canning, 
then  prime  minister,  be,  of  thvt  realm.  In  reply  to  M. 
Zea,  complaining  to  Mr.  Canning  of  the  course  that 
the  Government  of  Great  Britain  had  pursued  in  the 
recoKoiti<m  of  the  independence  of  Mexico  and  the 
South  American  States,  Mr.  C.  had  taken  up  the  sub- 
ject of  btith  the  right  and  duty  of  other  nations,  than 
those  combatant,  to  recognise  ttie  dt  fado  Government, 
and  ha%  in  a  most  makierly  manner,  placed  it  upnn ' 
grounds  wbieh  must  ever  hereafter  make  it  perf«'ctly 
ttna^aaJable  and  indisputable.  He  has  demonstrated, 
mnat  clearly  and  aatisfuctonly,  that  the  Government  de 
fado  is  the  nnly  one  that  ahould  be  recognised,  and  that 
It  n  the  duly  of  all  natiitns  to  do  ao^  and  that  doing 
so  afTorda  no  just  cause  of  complaint  against  any  power, 
and  further,  from  war.  Tes,  air,  such  w  II  be  found  the 
op'oiona  of  the  first  Rnglish  statesman  of  the  age.  Hut 
let  Mr.  Canning  speak  for  himself.  In  his  reply  to  the 
iniiHater  of  Spam  he  states  that 

•*  The  example  of  the  Iste  revolution  in  France,  and 
of  the  ultimate  happy  rrstoratiun  of  his  Majesty  Louis 
XVIII,  IS  pleaded  by  M.  Zcra  in  illustration  uf  the  prin- 
ciple of  ui*extii»guisliable  right  in  a  legitimate  aovrr- 
^**g^y  BAil  of  the  respect  to  which  that  right  is  entitled 
from  all  foreign  Powers;  and  he  caMs  upon  Great  Brit- 
ain, in  justice  to  her  own  consistency,  to  act  with  the 
taine  reaerve  towards  the  new  Slates  of  Spanish  Ameri- 
c«  which  she  employed,  so  much  to  her  honor,  towards 
rcvnhitionary  Friince. 

*'  B<it  can  M.  Zea  need  In  be  reminded  that  every 
power  in  Europe,  and  specifically  Spain  amongst  the 
foremost,  not  only  acknowledged  the  several  successive 
G  ivf  rnments  defaelo^  by  which  the  Hou^e'  of  Bourbon 
«aa  first  expelled  from  the  throne  of  Fi*ance,  and  aAer- 
w«nla  kept  for  near  a  quarter  of  a  century  out  of  pos- 
s^aaion  of  It,  but  contracted  Intimate  alliances  with  them 
all;  and,  above  alt,  with  thut  which  M.  Zea  justly  de- 
Bcrtbeaas  tiie  strong  e»t  of  de  facto  Governments,  the  Gov- 
eromeni  of  Bonaparte;  agaiitst  whom,  not  any  principle 
of  reapeet  for  the  rigltis  of  legitimtte  monarcliy,  but  ttis 
own  UMgovrrnable  ambition,  fi iMlly  brought  combined 
Eun»pe  into  the  field. 

*'  There  is  no  uie  in  endesvoring  to  give  a  specious 
coloring  to  facta  which  are  now  theproprrty  of  hiatory. 

*'  Tnc  Ufiders'g'ied  ta  thrrefoHp  compelled  to  a<id, 
that  0<%at  B'*tiain  herself  cannot  J4istly  accept  the  praise 
wbicb  M.  Z«a  if  wilbng  to  ascribe  to  her  in  this  respect. 


nor  can  she  claim  to  be  altogether  exempted  from  tha 
ireneral  charge  of  having  treated  whh  the  Powers  of  the 
French  revolution.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that,  up  tn  the 
year.  1790,  she  abstained  from  treating  with  rrvohition- 
ary  Prance  long  after  other  Powera  of  Europe  had  aet 
her  the  example.  But  the  rea«ons  alleged  in  Partia* 
ment,  and  in  state  papers,  for  that  abUinence,  was  the 
unsettled  atate  of  the  French  Gxrernm^nt.  And  it  can* 
not  be  denied  that,  both  in  1796  and  1797,  Great  Britain 
opened  a  negotiation  for  peace  with  the  Directory  of 
France— -a  negotiation  the  favorable  conclusion  of  which 
would  have  implied  a  recognition  of  that  form  of  gov- 
ernment;  that  in  1801  she  msde  pesce  with  the  Consu- 
late; that  if  in  1806  ahe  did  not  conclude  a  treaty  ^ith 
Bonaparte,  Bmperor  of  France,  the  negotiation  waa  bro» 
ken  oflT  merely  on  a  queation  of  terma«  and  that  if  from 
1808  to  1814  she  steadily  refitSed  to  listen  to  any  over- 
tures  from  France,  she  did  so  declaredly  and  notoric»usly 
on  account  of  Spain  alone,  whom  Bonaparte  pertina- 
ciouiU  refused  to  admit  aa  party  to  the  negotiation. 
Nay,  further:  it  cannot  be  denied  that,  even  in  1814,  the 
year  in  which  the  Bourbon  dynaaty  waa  eventually  re- 
stored, peace  would  have  been  made  by  Great  Britain 
with  Bonaparte,  if  he  had  not  been  unreasonable  in  hit 
demands;  and'Spain  cannot  be  ignorant  that,  even  af^.er 
Bonaparte  was  set  aside,  there  waa  a  question  among 
the  allies  of  the  posaible  expediency  of  placing  some 
other  than  a  Bourbon  on  the  throne  of  France. 

"  The  appeal,  therefore,  to  the  conduct  of  the  Pow« 
era  of  Europe,  snd  even  to  that  of  Great  Britain  herself 
with  reapeet  to  the  French  revolution,  does  but  recall 
abundsnt  inMances  of  the  recognition  ot  defado  Govern- 
ments by  Great  Britain,  perhaps  later  and  more  reluc- 
tantly than  by  others,  but  by  Great  Britain  herself,  hosF- 
ever  reluctant,  af^er  the  example  aet  to  her  by  the  other 
Powera  of  Europe,  and  especially  by  Spain." 

■*To  come  now  to  the  aeeond  charge  againat  Great 
Britain,  the  alleged  violation  of  general  international 
Uw: 

"  Has  it  ever  been  admitted  as  an  axiom,  or  ever  been 
observed  by  any  nation  or  Government  aa  a  practical 
maxim,  (hat  no  eircumaiaticea  and  no  time  should  entitle 
a  de  facto  Government  to  recoftnition,  or  should  entitle 
third  Powers,  who  msy  have  a  d^ep  interest  in  defining 
and  eatablishing  their  relations  with  a  dtfado  G*>yrti\» 
ment,  to  do  ao^  Such  a  proceeding  on  the  part  of  third 
Powera  undoubtedly  doea  not  decide  the  question  of 
right  s gainst  tiie  mother  cmintry. 

**The  Netherlands  had  thrown  off*  the  supreiiMiey  of 
Spain  lo»g  b:fore  the  end  of  the  16ih  century;  but  that 
supremacy  was  not  formally  renounced  by  Spain  till  tho 
treaty  of  Weitphalin,  in  1648.  Postuital  declared  in 
1640  her  indep»*ndence  of  the  Spanish  monarchy;  but  it 
waa  not  till  1668  that  Spain  by  treaty  acknowledged 
that  i.-^dependence. 

**  During  eaeh  of  these  intervals  the  abstract  rights  of 
Spain  Buy  be  aaid  to  have  remained  un»xt<nguiahed. 
B*it  third  Powrrs  did  not,  in  eiitier  of  these  instances, 
wait  the  slow  conviction  of  Spain,  before  they  thought 
themselves  wsrranted  to  eatablish  direct  relations,  and 
even  to  contract  intimate  alliancea  with  the  republic  of 
the  United  Netherlands,  as  well  as  with  the  new  monar- 
chy of  the  HiHise  ot  Braganxa. 

**  To  continue  to  call  that  a  possession  of  Spain,  in 
which  all  Spsitiah  occupatton  and  power  had  been  actu- 
ally exting^iiatied  and  efiaci'd,  could  render  no  practical 
aervice  to  the  mother  country;  hut  it  would  have  risked 
the  peace  of  the  world.  For  all  political  communities 
are  responsible  to  other  political  cunrtmunitirs  for  their 
oonduct;  th«t  is,  they  are  bound  to  perform  the  ordinary 
international  duties,  and  to  afl^tinl  rcdrras  for  any  violii- 
lion  of  the  righta  of  others  by  their  cittxens  or  subjects. 
N0W9  either  the  mother  country  moit  ba? e  conlio- 
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ued  retponBiblc  for  acit  over  which  it  could  no  longer 
ezerciae  the  shadow  of  a  control,  or  the  inhabitants  of 
those  countries,  whose  independent  political  existence 
was  in  fact  established,  but  to  whom  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  that  independence  was  denied,  muat  have  been 
placed  in  a  situation  in  which  they  were  either  wholly 
responsible  for  their  action8,'or  were  to  be  visited  for 
each  of  those  actions  as  miglit  furnish  ground  for  com* 
plaint  to  other  nations,  with  the  puniahiiieDt  due  to  pi- 
rates and  outlaws.      ^ 

*■  If  the  former  of  these  alternatives,  the  total  irre- 
sponsibility of  unrecognised  StateSf  be  too  absurd  to  be 
jnaintainedi  and  if  the  latter,  the  treatment  of  their  in- 
habitants as  brutes  and  outlaws,  be  too  monstrous  -to  be 
applied,  for  an  indefinite  length  of  time,  to  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  habitable  globe,  no  other  chance  remained 
for  Great  Britain,  or  for  any  country  having  intercourse 
wilh  Spanish  American  provinces,  but  to  recognise  in 
due  time  their  immediate  existence  as  States,  and  thus 
to  bring  them  within  the  pale  of  those  rights  and  duties 
which  civilized  nations  are  bound  mutually  to  respect, 
and  are  entitled  reciprocally  to  claim  from  each  other." 

Mr.  Chsirroan,  (continued  Mr.B.,)  the  lucid  argu- 
ment, the  convincing  reasoning,  with  which  these  opin- 
ions and  sentiments  have  been  enforced,  the  immense 
distance  at  which  they  have  been  placed  by  that  most 
distinguished  indif  idual  beyond  all  future  controversy, 
require  from  my  bands  no  further  comment. 

Sir,  I  have  here  concluded  my  authorities  for  the  jus- 
tification of  my  action  upon  this  truly  important  subject} 
and  he  would  now  appeal  to  honorable  gentlemen,  and 
.with  the  utmost  sincerity  and  candor  ask  what  foot  of  po- 
litical ground  bad  they  leftyUpon  which  to  predicate  their 
continued  oppoaition  to  the  measure  before  the  commit- 
tee. He  thought  he  had  shown  (nt  least  he  had  done  it 
to  his  own  satisftiction)  that  the  recognition  of  a  de  facto 
Government  was  not  only  just,  but  necessary^  that  it  was 
not  only  temporarily  expedient,  but  that  it  was  the  true 
policy  of  all  nations,  *'  ex  necetaitaie  rei,"  to  do  so{  that 
it  waa  a  principle  that  had  not  been  acted  on  atone  by 
one  Preaident  of  this  Government,  but  by  all  before 
whom  that  question  hsd  come{  that  it  had  not  been 
sanctioned  alone  by  one  precedent  of  this  Government, 
but  by  every  one  that  had  taken  place  on  the  same  sub- 
ject; that  it  had  been  avowed,  not  by  one,  but  by  most 
of  the  distinguiahed  men  of  this  country  who  had  had  an 
occasion  to  express  themselves  on  the  subject;  and, 
finally,  that  it  had  been  asserted  and  maintained  by  one 
of  the  most  distinguiahed  statesmen  in  all  Europe,,  and 
acqtiieaced  in  by  ttie  Government  of  Great  Britain,  and 
ailently  sanctioned  by  nearly  all  the  Powers  of  Europe. 

He  bad  now  but  a  frw  remarks  to  make,  of  a  more 
local  nature,  to  some  of  the  honorable  gentlemen  of  that 
House,  who  had  evinced,  either  by  their  action  or  ex- 
pression, their  indomitable  opposition  to  the  recognition 
of  Tezaa  under  the  present  circumstances. 

Sir,  (he  said,)  I  will  pass  over  the  unsettled  state  of  Mex- 
ico; the  invasion  of  Barrsdas,  in  1839,  several  yeara  after 
her  independence  waa  rt cognised  by  this  Government. 
I  will  pasa  over  the  doubtful  revolutiona  and  throes  with 
which  that  Government  has  been  afflicted  by  the  ascen- 
sion to  its  presidency  of  Iturbide,  Victoria,  Montano, 
Bravo,-  Pcdrazza,  Guerrero^  Bustamente, '  and,  finally, 
Santa  Anna,  to  show  how  little  security  there  is  in  the 
permanency  of  her  own  Government,  the  difficulty  with 
which  she  has  to  contend  to  keep  in  subjection  her  own 
citizens,  and  the  increased  improbability  of  ever  being 
able  in  futtire  to  invade  and  reconquer  Texas.  Mr. 
Chairman,  (said  he,)  I  fear  that  there  are  other  signs  in 
our  political  firmament  than  those  that  have  yet  appear- 
ed in  the  horizon,  for  this  extraordinary  oppoaition  to  a 
measure  ao  palpably  justifiable  upon  every  variety  of 
reason «      I   fear,  air,  there  ia  yet  something  at  the 


root  of  this  oppositton  that  hat  not  been  set  forth;  tbfre 
must  be,  to  justify  the  action  of  this  House.  C«n  it  be 
that  fiend-like  envy  and  jealousy  which  csused  the  ex- 
pulsion from  celestial  bliss  of  a  Satan,  a  Moloch,  and 
Beelzebub,  to  the  infernal  regions  of  dsmned  spiriti? 
Csn  it  be  that  remote  probability  of  adding  to  Southero 
influence  and  preponderance  in  this  nstion;  or  does  it 
arise  from  a  feeling,  ten-fold  worse,  of  anti.slaTery^  Are 
the  prejudices  against  theae  institutions  so  stron^^,  in  i 
certain  quarter,  as  to  cause  this  justice  to  be  withheld 
from  that  sufTering  people,  contrary  to  every  practice  of 
our  own  Government,  and  ao  utterly  repugnant  to  all 
the  principles  of  right,  of  justice,  the  true  and  impartial 
policy  of  nations,  and  the  irrevocable  laws  of  univenal 
equity?  If  such  be  the  true  causeaof  the  hostility  to 
this  measure,  it  is  time  for  every  man  to  the  south  of  the 
Potomac  to  know  It;  and  we  woiUd  be  here  recreant  to 
our  duty,  traitora  to  the  dearest  interests  of  our  people, 
to  keep  the  fact  concealed  from  them  one  hour  longer. 
He  would  ^  invoke  gentlemen  to  review  those  opinions, 
if  founded  on  such  disastrous  prejudices,  before  they 
became  too  deeply  rooted  to  admit  of  amelioration. 
They  could  not  be  acted  out,  there  or  elsewhere,  ibort 
of  throea  and  convulaions  that  muat  shock  every  quarter 
of  this  republic  to  its  inmost  recesses. 

But  who  were  those  that  were  now  clinging  to  those 
prejudicea  as  to  some  holy  relic;  and  what  hsd  been 
their  history  since  the  first  appearance  of  those  recklees 
spirits,  aspiring  to  guide  the  councils  of  this  nation^  He 
would  omit  the  manifestations  of  its  first  spark,  in  tbst 
insurrection  known  by  the  name"  of  the  Penn«y]rania 
whiskey  insurrection,  so  promptly  quelled,  alone,  by 
the  virtue  and  patriotism  of  a  Washington. 

It  waa  the  aame  party  that  had  raised  theory  against  the 
admission  and  treaty  for  Louiaiana,  which  had  shed  im* 
mortal  lustre  over  the  name  of  Jefferson,  which  gireui 
the  complete  possession  of  the  whole  waters  of  the  Mis* 
s'>ssippi,'Whose  mighty  streams  were  now  laving  the  shorei 
of  nine  sovereign  and  Independent  States,  and  pouring; 
into  the  granaries  of  the  world  the  almost  invaluable  pro- 
ducts of  its  prolific  and  fertile  valleys.  Yes,  sir,  even  at 
that  time  was  the  policy  of  that  Eame  party  displayed 
against  the  acquisition  of  the  most  rich,  flourishing,  and 
now  by  far  the  most  prosperous  portion  of  thta  nation. 
Against  that  measure  too,  from  this  same  recklfss,  en- 
vious, mistaken,  miaguided  party,  petitions  after  pe- 
titions were  laid  upon  your  tables,  until  they  literally 
groaned  beneath  their  ponderous  weight — white  time 
bad  unfolded  the  fallacy  of  their  predictions  and  the 
impolicy  of  their  course,  which  none  were  now  so  hardy 
as  to  defend.  Millions  after  millions,  to  the  nverte  of 
all  their  prophecies,  are  now  annually  poured  into 
your  Treasury,  to  enrich  the  older  aisters  of  the  con- 
federacy, from  the  very  soil  acquired  under  the  thunder 
of  their  anathemas.  _  Under  such  a  rebuke*  by  the  les* 
sons  of  experience,  men,  under  ordinary  circumstances, 
would  pause  in  a  career  of  error;  but,  sir,  nothing 
daunted,  the  same  party  may  be  aeen  at  work  in  the 
strugglesthat  inl819or  1820  took  place  on  this  floor,  and 
in  the  opposite  branch  of  thia  Capitol,  in  the  agitation 
of  the  great  Missouri  question,  that  involved  the  re. 
striction  of  slavery.  That  House  then  had  been  con- 
vulsed for  a  whole  session  or  more,  until  the  Union  hsd 
well  nigh  been  despaired  of.  The  same  party  bad 
then  brought  this  country  almost  to  the  verge  of  a  revo« 
lution;  but  Missouri  was  admitted  without  restrictions, 
and  the  country  was  saved  from  the  fury  of  the  reckless 
and  ambitious.  It  was  the  identical  spirit  of  fanaticisin,  st 
work  then  as  now;  the  aame  party  tliat  aspired  to  regu- 
late other  men'a  business— other  men's  religion  snd 
morale.  A  j      «; 

But  tbeir  history  slopped  not  there.  We  nexl  M  heard 
from  tliero  on  the  subject  of  Sunday  mails.    The  vno>« 
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couotry  wm,  for  months  and  ytw%  in  ferment  about  the 
impropriety  |ind  irreligion  of  running  Sunday  mails. 
Your  tables  were  again  loaded  with  hundreds,  if  not 
thdiisandSf  of  petitions  to  stop  your  mails  throughout 
the  cuuntry  on  Sunday — to  save  your  sollls,  and  quiet 
their  most  tender  consciences — until  the  report  of  bis 
very  honorable  and  veteran  friend  [Colonel  Riohaku  M. 
JoBXSoji]  from  Kentucky  had  exposed  so  effectually 
their  absurdity  and  folly,  that  all  felt,  in  future,  ashamt  d 
to  acknowledge  that  they  had  ever  had  the  least  do  with 
so  ridiculous  a  subject;  and  thus  they  disappeared  with 
that  stiaroe  which  has  ever  covered  the  folly  of  fanaticism 
when  once  exposed.  Here,  too,  as  on  former  occasions, 
one  might  reasonably  have  supposed  that  the  lesson  of 
experience  would  have  had  a  remedial  effect.  But  not 
BO  with  the  fanatics.  They  have  ever  proven  them- 
selves blind,  as  well  to  the  lessons  of  experience  as  to 
truth  and  reason.  This  folly  had  scarcely  been  exposed 
by  the  report  of  that  veteran  statesman,  [Colonel 
Rxcu^mo  M.  JoBxsoN,]  which  did  equal  credit  to  his  head 
and  his  heart,  than  you  find  the  same  identical  party 
(with  some  few  exceptions,)  conjuring  up  some  mighty 
ignis  faiuua  agamst  masonry.  It  too,  like  shivery,  was 
a  curse  in  the  land,  and  againat  their  tender  consciences. 
Anti-masonry  became  next  their  watchword^  on  whose 
broad  banners  my  honorable  friends  over  the  way,  on 
roy  right,  (alluding  to  Messrs.  J.  Q.  Adams  and  F. 
GAJurasB,}  had  figured  so  conspicuously.  Yes,  sir,  at  one 
time  we  would  have  thought  every  mason  in  the  land, 
by  this  proscriptive  party,  would  have  been  put  to  the 
rack  I  but  for  the  good  sense  of  the  hardy  democratic 
yeonoanry  of  this  country,  who  have  so  often  proved 
competent  to  arrest  the  march  of  the  fanatics,  under 
whatever  name  or  garb  they  may  have  associated,  per* 
haps  their  unhallowed  objects  might  have  been  effected. 
Aoti- masonry,  too,  has  had  its  race,  and  is  fast  becoming 
obsolete.  The  mighty  bubble  has  burst,  and  shame, 
confusion,  and  reproach,  are  the  onl^  inheritance  left 
to  its  authors.  It  was  conceived  in  folly,  as  its  discus- 
sion tias  been  in  shame. 

Rebuffed  and  confuted  in  nearly  every  effort  by  the 
intelligence  of  the  people,  this  spirit  is  yet  sleepless 
in  its  atumpts  to  acquire  a  ruling  influence  in  the  coun- 
cils of  the  nation.  I'hey  heed  not  defeat  nor  exposure. 
Where  will  you  sgain  find  them'  Look st  the  exclusive 
care  ttiat  ihcy  would  have  extended  to  the  Indians {  mur* 
mum  long  and  loud  were  put  up  against  the  policy  of 
moving  the  red  man  from  the  wliite,  when  every  man  of 
experience  and  practical  knowledge  must  have  known 
tliat  ibere  was  ito  safety  in  both  living  and  commingling 
together.  Yes,  sir,  petitions  after  petitions  crowded  every 
portal  of  this  House  against  the  removal  of  the  poor  In- 
dians, depicting  in  glowing  colors,  and  advocated  with  all 
the  flowers  of  rhetoric,  on  this  floor,  setting  forth  the 
cruelly  and  impolicy  of  this  set.  It  was  the  blood  of  the 
red  maa  that  seemed  to  haunt  their  bewildered  inMgina- 
tioos;  and  upon  that  subject,  too,  the  whole  nstion  for 
a  trhUe  was  convulsed  to  its  centre,  by  these  self-same 
excluKves  of  humanity,  tender  conscience,  and  liberty. 
Why,  air,  the  merest  tyro  in  politics  would  laugh  them 
to  acorn.  The  just  policy  of  the  Government,  as  to  the 
removal  of  the  Indians,  has  been  acquiesced  in  by  every 
politxian  of  intelligence,  in  every  portion  of  our  coun- 
try! and  tlbe  chimeras  of  fanaticism  have  been  left  to  re- 
coil alone  to  tlie  disgrace  and  folly  of  its  authors. 

Blind  yet  to  these  lessons  of  experience,  however,  and 
**  nothing  daunted"  at  6 A  exposures,  they  have  now 
seized^  with  death-like  grip,  on  that  ill-omened  subject, 
abnlitioni  artd  as  some  fallen  spirits,  determined,  through 
revenge  and  rancor,  to  mike  one  last  dying  fttruggle  to 
regain  the  eminence  they  once  had  held  amongst  their 
followers.  Yes,  abolition  is  now  the  hobby  of  that  same 
deluded  sect  of  politicians  whose  history  he  had  brought 


up  from  the  primary  days  of  the  republic,  and  had  shown 
it,  when  acted  out,  to  have  been  a  series  of  political  fal- 
lacies and  delusions.  This  sbolition  bubble,  too,  must 
burst,  else  this  country  will  be  bathed  in  the  blood  of 
its  noblest  spirits,  and  its  rivers  impurpled  with  its 
crimson  gore;  and  generation  after  generation  may  ran 
the  blind  folly  of  fanaticism,  spurred  on  either  by  envy, 
revenge,  or  worse  ambition. 

Had  gentlemen  not  already,  from  what  had  passed  at 
the  present  session,  got  some  foretaste  of  the  beauties  of 
abolitionismi  or  was  the  obtundity  of  our  intellect  so 
great  as  to  require  a  kick  or  a  cuff  to  induce  us  to  take 
a  hint?  He  thought  there  had  been  evidence  enough — 
deroonslrations  enough— to  satisfy  every  thinking,  en- 
lightened man,  in  or  out  of  that  House,  what  must  be  the 
inevitable  result  of  even  sn  attempt  here  to  carry  out  ttie 
viewa  of  the  abolitionists.  He  repeated  it,  that  these 
views  could  not  be  put  in  practice  without  impurpling 
the  whole  waters  of  the  South  with  the  blood  of  thou- 
ssnds.  Let  no  gentleman  deceive  himself;  the  contrary 
wassn  idle  dream.  Wkule  on  that  subject,  he  would 
take  an  occasion  to  reply  to  a  remark  made  but  a  few 
dayseince,  and,  he  had  thought,  for  his  ears.^ 

An  honorable  gentleman  bad  said  that  '*the  South 
should  best  mind  its  own  interest;  that  if  any  thing  of  the 
kind  ever  became  necessary,  the  North  and  East  had  but 
to  march  an  army  to  the  South,  and  that  they  would 
make  our  own  slaves  conquer  us."  Sir,  little  do  gen- 
tlemen know  of  the  true  feelings  of  Southern  men  snd 
Southern  tactics  who  harbor  such  sentiments  as  these. 
Little  must  they  dream  of  the  crimes  they  would  become 
instrumental  in  the  commission  of,  should  such  an  event 
ever  be  attempted  in  this  devoted  land  of  freemen, 
which  God,  in  his  infinite  mercies,  arrest.  Sir,  would 
gentlemen  believe,  before  the  South  would  permit  that 
or  any  similar  advantage  to  be  taken  of  their  condition 
in  that  way,  that  they  would  be  driven  to  adopt  meas- 
ures too  appalling  almost  to  repeat  here  or  to  contem- 
plate—at which  human  nature  itself  would  be  shocked. 
Do  gentlemen  not  know  that  the  South  would  assemble, 
by  thousands,  those  unfortunate  creatures,  and  Id  sham- 
bles have  them  executed  in  cold  blood! 

Sir,  they  would  be  driven  to  adopt  such  a  course 
sooner  than  suffer  themselves  to  be  butchered  by  them, 
appalling,  shocking,  revolting,  as  it  would  be  to  every 
feeling  of  humanity;  for  the  laws  of  necessity  sdmit  of 
liehher  rule  nor  mercy.  Have  honorable  gentlemen 
thought  seriously,  who  thus  spoke  sllghiingly  of  this 
subject?  He  feared  not.  It  was  the  great  fault  common 
to  all  abolitionists.  They  only  thought  of  their  object, 
without  once  thinking  of  the  means  by  which  it  was  to 
be  accomplished;  and  in  that  their  leaders,  no  doubt,  had 
been  guilty  of  a  practical  imposition  on  the  public  mind. 
What  was  their  mode  in  getting  up  these  abominable  pe- 
titions? He  spoke  from  such  information  as  he  had  been 
able  to  procure  on  the  subject.  A  petition  was  handed 
round,  sometimes  at  their  meetiogs,  or  Sunday  school >, 
and  at  other  times  privately,  pretty  much,  said  he,  in  thi:* 
way:  Tlie  persons  handmg  it  around,  who  were' gene- 
rally of  the  lower  clergy,  addressed  the  signers  (hus: 
<*  My  friend,  I  want  your  S'gnature  to  this  petition." 
"  What  petition?"  repNes  the  signer.  *•  A'n't  you  again-it 
slavery '"  says  the  clergyman,  or  his  agent.  "  OU,  yes," 
says  the  signer;  **  it  is  a  most  abominable,  damning  crime 
to  hold  our  fellow-beings  in  bondsge!"  •*  Sign  this  pe- 
tition," says  tlie  applicant,  <*and  show  that  you  are 
against  it;  and  instruct  our  members  in  Congress  to  sbul- 
ish  this  heinous  sin,  so  much  against  our  religion  and  free 
institutions.  You,  sir;  you,  madam;  you,  my  young  friend, 
(to  the  boys;)  you,  my  little  miss;"  snd,  without  a  fur- 
ther explanation  or  comment,  all  sign  the  instructions  to 
regulate  our  action  here.  [You  are  right  in  that,  said 
Mr.  CV9BKAV,  from  New   Hampshire,  to  my  certain 
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knowlrflf^e.]  And  in  thismannery  sir,  (taul  Mr.  B.,)  ire 
•uch  petitions  {gotten  up,  an  Isuch  Feelmi^Bnrl  prejuclicn 
propaifttted  thrtm^boiit  that  country  against  Smithern 
men  and  Southern  institution*,  which  are  now  shaking 
to  its  centre  evrry  pillar  that  sustains  our  republican 
freedomi  while,  through  tf  nonanee  or  denien,  the  means 
by  which  the  object  of  abolition  is  to  be  effected  arc  cau- 
tfoubly  kept  concealed  from  tlieir  unthinking  subscri- 
bers. 

Sir,  why  do  thry  not  tell  them  the  truth  when  these 
petitions  are  presented;  and  th^t,  before  thrir  object  can 
be  accomplished  on  that  subjec*,  the  youngest  among 
them  will  lie  cold  beneath  the  silent  sod,  from  the  de- 
crepitude of  old  age;  nod  that  the  fairest  portion  of  their 
fcllMW-companions,  brothers,  friends,  and  playmaten* 
wdl  be  converted  into  soldiers,  many  of  whose  carcasses 
will  be  made  a  prey  fur  the  foul  vol  lure  and  war-dogs 
of  the  South;  nor  even  then  would  they  have  depicted 
the  half  part  of  the  scene  of  this  threatening,  coming 
havoc.  Sir,  I  aak  my  honorable  friends  from  that  re* 
gion,  have  these  deluded  men,  who  are  advocating  and 
agitating  this  subject,  thus  informed  the  people,  that 
they  are  producing  of  tbe«e  consequences  which  must 
flow  from  their  conduct,  if  persisted  in,  as  certain  as  the. 
radiance  of  heaven  is  reflected  in  the  sunbeam?  Sir,  if 
tbey  have,  what  demon  has  dared  to  put  his  hand  to  pen 
to  invite  such  affl  ctions  to  lay  waste,  by  kindred  slaugh* 
ter,  the  fairest  fields  of  this  mighty  empire  of  republican 
freemen?  No,  sir;  no,  sir;  !  cannot,  I  will  not,  believe 
It;  they  have  been  deceived;  they  have  deceived  them- 
selve»;  there  cannot  be  such  fiends  in  human  shape, 
either  in  the  North,  the  East,  West,  or  South.  They 
have  not  been  taugttt  '*  the  cost  of  such  a  job,"  its  price 
of  blood,  of  treasure,  of  toil,  and  of  human  carnage;  and 
all  this  to  be  boiiglit  about  by  the  *'meek  and  lowly 
followers  of 'the  Faiber  of  Peace!" 

Let  me  entreat,  said  Mr.  B.,  moat  kindly  anirl  tenderly, 
honorable  gentlemen  who  now  occupy  seats  on  this  fi«}or, 
who  represent  districts  where  the  moral  sense  of  the  com- 
munity is  rotten  upon  the  subject  of  slavery,  from  their 
entire  ignorance  of  iTs  condition  and  identity  with  our 
infct'tutionp,  to  return  home  and  endeavor  to  correct  and 
enlighten  their  misguided  zeal,  and  pl»ce  before  them,  in 
their  true  and  unalterable  colors,  the  baleful  results  that 
must  be  inevitably  consequent  to  the  cultivation  of  such 
prejudices  against  one  portion  of  this  community  by  the 
other.  Let  them  be  taught  the  calamities  that  they  in- 
vite'by  tlior  acts  to  visit  this,  **  their  own  native  soil." 
Let  the  truth  in  relation  to  this  subject  be  proclaimed| 
that  every  man  in  future  may  mistake  not'  the  evil  hour 
of  his  country's  afflictions,  so  I  bat,  with  aeeing  eyes  and 
hearing  eara,  he  may  embrace  the  dire  fruits  of  a  mis- 
guided freiiiv  and  fiend-like  fanaticism.  It  was  due  to 
their  eountvy's  peace  and  safety  to  enter  their  remon- 
strance against  the  progrcfts  of  doctrines  so  monstroui^, 
and  pregnant  with  such  a  train  of  evils.  Let  them  be  in- 
duced to  look  nearer  home  for  objects  of  their  sympathy 
and  cliarity;  and  he  doubted  if  there  be  not  many  more 
entitled  to  ihem  near  their  own  household  than  the  sable 
Africans  whether  tbey  are  to  reside  in  Texas  or  the 
United  States. 

It  had  been  remarked,  by  a  distinguished  author,  that 
nuthing  was  more  common  thnn  to  find  men  of  abil.ty 
and  Intelligence,  from  a  false  philanthropy,  in  distant 
lands  in  search  of  evils  to  reform,  while  around  their 
own  doors,  unheeded,  awarmed  innumerable  abui»es,  cry- 
ing aloud  for  every  correction  and  alleviation  that  the 
ingenuity  of  man  could  invent.  Individualr,  as  well  aa 
communities,  before  they  look  abroad,  should  first  turn 
their  eyes  towards  home,  and  see  if  nothing  there  requi- 
red ihr  hand  of  reform.  He  had  no  disposition  to  miike 
any  invidious  comparison  of  the  poor,  the  wretched,  or 
oppressed,  between  any  sections  of  this  country;  but  he 


dmibted  not  that  there  was  as  little  to  be  funnd  at  the 
s<mth  and  southwest  of  this  as  in  any  section  nf  country 
on  the  face  nf  the  gh*be;  and,  if  there  were  tears  to  bs 
tthel  for  suffering  humanity,  gentlemen  mieht  find  ob- 
jects much  more  entitled  to  Ihem  in  another  quarter) 
perhaps  these  nicknamed  philanthropists  might  find  them 
much  nearer  home,  if  not  in  their  own  household. 

He  had  been  led  to  make  thia  digretsion,  somevhtt, 
on  tlie  subject  of  slavery  and  abolition,  because  he  nnv 
s«w  that  it  wa«  the  only  efficient  cause  of  the  opposition 
to  the  recognition  of  the  independence  of  Tru*.  He 
did  not  believe  that  honorable  gentlemen  could  lay  their 
hands  on  their  hearts,  at  this  time,  and  say  ih«t  it  v«i 
not  the  eflicient  one  that  prompted  this  opposition.  We 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  instituiion  of  slavery  in 
Tex««s,  unless  we  undertake  to  regtdate  the  instiiut'wni 
of  the  world;  i^nd  if  the  opposition  arose  from  a  jeifmiiy 
that  it  might  at  aome  future  day  add  political  weij^ht  or 
influence  to  the  Southern  States,  that  fact,  ton,  should 
be  known  for  hiatnry's  sske.  The  South  should  not 
longer  be  deceived  in  believing  that  we  meet  here  to  le- 
gislate for  the  general  advantage  of  all  sections  of  our 
country.  If  their  insti'utions  were  so  odious  to  sny  por« 
tion  of  our  brethren  as  to  induce  th^m  to  withhold  jus- 
tice from  a  gallant  though  infant  little  republic.  s< nig- 
gling to  burnt  asunder  the  fetters  that  have  hitherto 
bound  her  to  the  yoke  of  despot isfr,  and  emerge  to  the 
rank  of  independent  nation*,  in  consequence  of  theiim- 
ilarity  of  its  institutions  to  our  own,  there  wss  no  longer 
safety  ntir  security  in  relying  on  our  councils  for  pro- 
tection  here.  If  such  a  jealousy  of  our  weight  (««  en- 
tirely dependent  on  remote  future  continfrencies)  tnd 
prosperity  was  tolerated  in  any  quarter  of  this  republic, 
the  South  should  know  it,  and  prepare  to  rest  on  their 
own  arms  and  their  own  resources  in  all  future  contin* 
gencies.  The  greateat  enemies  to  the  peace,  the  har- 
mony, the  happiness,  prosperity,  and  durability  of  ^hn 
Government,  were  not  to  be  Jound  in  the  South;  the 
worst  enemies  to  our  libeHy,  and  to  humanitv,  were  to 
be  found  in  that  section  where  the  iipirit  of  abolition  md 
dissppointed  political  ambition  had  mostly  prevsileJi  d 
waa  where  the  moral  sense  was  rotten  to  the  core  by  the 
indulgence  of  a  religious  frenzy  and  fanatteism.  Ther<^t 
and  amongst  them,  abided  the  worst  enemies  to  this 
Government,  to  the  Union,  and  its  liberty.  It  vas  titf  re 
where  all  eyes  should  be  turned,  and  which  should  elicit 
all  the  patriot'a  care;  it  waa  they  that  must  be  subdued, 
conquered,  or  reformed,  or  this  nation  w»s  In  twsmj 
ihey  were  the  true  arch  enemiea  of  our  peace  and  our 
Union,  with  a  predeierfntned  opponition  toevei7»esf« 
ure  with  which  Southern  interests  or  the  subject  of  »»• 
very  was  connected,  directly  or  remotely. 

But,  sir,  said  he,  1  will  here  leave  this  branch  of  tbe 
subject,  and  he  hoped  forever.     . 

This  Government  and  its  authorities,  if  he  had  not  heM 
incorrectly  informed,  hsd  alreadv  done,  f jf  rt«ceiiiW*J» 
what  it  was  proposed  in  effect  to  be  done  by  the  imeiKl- 
ment  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  South  CaroUi«i 
[Mr.  Thompsoh.]  then  on  the  table.  He  M  been  lu- 
formed,  from  the  best  authority,  that  the  civil  authon- 
ties  at  New  Orleana  had  seized  a  Tezian  vessel.  forsoiM 
supposed  or  real  ciffence  committed  on  our  cowmercei 
and  a  regular  judicial  investigation  had  been  gone  throogn 
with,  in  which  both  the  veasel  and  crew  had  been  trett* 
ed  as  belonging  to  the  Government  of  Tezs«s  »"^J** 
that  of  Mexico.  There,  then,  was  a  virtual  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  Government  of  Texas,  from  the  very  necei- 


aity  of  the  ease,  on  the  part  of  our  authorities 


thich 


went  far  to  establish  that  necessity  of  recognition  »«J 
which  he  had  before  contended.  That,  lie  insifted,  tisa 
not  been  sll.  He  had  learnt,  from  thah'ghest  authotny. 
that  since  the  minister  of  that  Government,  (^'^ "";, 
Wharton,)  from  whom,  and  fiit  SccreUry,  (Colons 
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Woir^)  he  confessed  himself  indebted  for  much  informa- 
tion he  had  on  that  subject,  had  been  at  that  court,  that 
one  of  the  first  officers  in  the  cabinet  of  President  Xack- 
son  (and  it  might  be  deemed,  in  part,  a  cabinet  measurr) 
bad  also  called  on  the  minister  from  Texas  either  for 
reparation  or  explanation  for  certain  acts  committed  by 
the  Texlan  navy  or  commerce,  on  that  of  the  United 
States;  treatinc  Texas  thereby,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, as  the  ae  facto  Government  and  acknowledging, 
'*  ipso  f ado t*'  her  independence. 

He  had  understood,  too,  that  notes  or  communications 
had  been  received  by  the  representative  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  Texas,  from  him  then  highest  in  authority,  in 
which  that  representative  had  been  addressed  as  the 
minister  or  representative  of  the  Government  of  Texas. 
liertt  then,  was  a  virtual  recognition  of  a  fact,  from  the 
very  necessity  of  the  esse,  by  both  the  heads  of  the  de- 
partment atid  the  civil  and  judicial  authorities  of  the 
country,  which  this  House  was  about  to  shrink  from,  to, 
in  bis  judgment,  its  eternal  shame  and  4(gradation;  from 
a  spirit  of  pusillanimity,  or  what  was,  if  .possible,  worse, 
of  envy  and  jealousy  of  its  redounding  to  the  advantage 
of  one  lection  of  this  country  more  than  another i  or  from 
some  apprehension  that  it  m'ght  directly  or  indirectly 
affect  that  subject  which  seems  now  to  threaten  us  of 
being  the  Pandora's  box  of  all  our  future  mischiefs,  in* 
fccting  our  whole  political  atmosphere  with  discords 
and  *'  furies  damned,"  crying  aloud  for  havoo  and  civil 
war.  But  upon  that  subject  he  had  said  enough;  he  had 
considered  the  whole  of  it,  in  every  variety  of  form  with 
which  it  had  presented  itself  to  his  mind;  and  on  no  sub- 
ject had  he  ever  come  to  a  more  satisfactory  conclusion, 
as  to  the  justice,  expediency,  and  necessity,  of  the  meas- 
ure, than  the  immediate  recognition  of  the  independence 
of  (be  republic  of  Texas,  and  the  indication  of  the  Feel- 
ings of  this  body,  by  the  adoption  of  the  measui:e  on  the 
table;  for  which  I  am  now  ready,  henceforth  and  forever, 
to  throw  myself  upon  the  judgment  of  my  God  and  my 
country. 

[Before  Kr.  Brsnii  had  concluded  his  speech,  the 
whole  of  which  is  given  above,  he  gave  way  to 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  South  Carolina,  who  moved  that 
the  committee  rise;  and  the  question  being  taken  by  tel- 
lers, the  vote  was:  Yeas  26,  nays  86 — no  quorum. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  then  moved  that  the  committee  rise 
and  report  that  fact  to  the  House;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  Speaker  having  resumed  the  chair,  and  the  chair- 
man having  reported  the  f«ct  that  the  committee  bad 
found  itself  without  a  quorum, 

Mr.  THOMPSON  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  VANDBRPOfiL  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  20,  nays  105. 

The  House  again  went  into  committee,  at  10  o'clock 
P.  M.  and 

Mr.  BYNUM  concluded  hia remarks.] 

When  Mr.  Bthum  had  concluded, 

Mr.  HUNTSMAN  took  the  floor,  and  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman:  I  must  apolog'ze  to  the  House  for  re- 
q'leating  their  attention  for  a  short  space  of  time,  while 
1  attempt  to  disabuse  the  people  of  Texas  from  the  vaat 
contumely  and  misrepresentation  (unintentional,  no 
doubt)  which  have  been  thrown  upon  them  by  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Masoit,]  and  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Maasachuseits,  [Mr.  Uoab.]  Sen- 
lible  aa  I  am  that  neither  of  the  honorable  gentlemen 
would  knowingly,  or  intentionally,  either  injure  or  mis- 
represent the  Government  or  an  individual  of  Texas,  it 
becomea  the  more  necessary,  on  my  psrt,  to  present 
auch  a  body  of  facts  to  Congress  as  will  explain  the 
original  cause  of  the  aettlement  of  American  citizens  in 
Trxv,  the  inducements  and  guarantees  held  out  to  them, 
the  obligations  imposed  upon  them,  and  a  historical  de- 
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tail  of  the  ris<*,  progress,  and  operation  of  those  causes 
of  complaint,  of  oppression,  injustice,  and  despotism, 
wh'ch  were  practised  by  the  mother  Government,  which 
created  late  civil  wars  in  Texas,  and  which  finally  led  to 
the  establishment  of  the  independence  of  those  provinces. 
The  hi^b  character  which  both  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
men have  in  this  House  and  elsewhere,  for  talents  and  in- 
telligence of  the  first  order,  would  at  once  forbid  the  at- 
tempt, on  my  part,  to  measure  strength  with  them  in  po- 
litical discussions  upon  any  subject,  when  such  fearful 
odds  are  arrayed  against  me.  But,  sir,  with  one  single  ad- 
vantage only,  [  will  peril  myself  in  this  conflict,  f  hold  the" 
swqrd  of  Truth  in  one  hand,  and  the  etern4  principles 
of  Justice  in  the  other.  With  these  I  will  go  forth,  con- 
quering and  to  conquer;  and  I  will  not  only  promiae  the 
gentlemen  themselves,  but  all  mankind,  and  as  many  of 
the  ladies  as  are  here  to  listen  to  me,  that  they  have  been 
misinformed,  deluded,  and  wholly  mistaken,  in  the  his- 
tory and  facts  appertaining  to  the  connexion  and  final 
sepsration  of  Texas  and  Mexico.  They  have  been  mis- 
informed in  regard  to  the  character  of  the  emigrants  to 
that  country,  the  motives  of  their  action,  and  the  wrongs 
they  have  suffered.  Many  of  them  1  know  personally; 
many  of  them  are  my  friends — have  been  my  constitu- 
ents; are  equal,  in  point  of  talents,  respectability,  and 
htgh-souled  patriotiam,  to  any  gentleman  on  this  floor. 
Many  who  have  grone  to  that  country  have  been  members 
of  Congress,  of  State  Legislatures,  judges  of  courts,  or 
occupied  other  high  sUtions  under  this  Government.  I 
cannot  consent  to  class  these  with  the  outlaws,  the  prof- 
ligate, the  banditti,  and  fugitives  from  justice,  which  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  aeems  to  suppose  constitute  the 
mass  of  population  in  Texas.  I  ask  that  gentleman  lo 
distrust  his  information;  if  he  has  registered  upon  hia 
memory  the  facts  in  relation  to  Texas  that  he  has  dis- 
closed here  to-night,  I  beg  him  to  blot  them  out  forever. 
That  no  trace  of  them  be  left,  I  solicit  him  to  go  to  the 
other  branch  of  this  Legislature,  where  the  expunging 
process  seems  to  be  in  operation,  and  have  every  particle 
of  it  expunged,  ucundam  artcm,  from  his  mind. 

I  live  in  a  section  of  the  country  convenient  to  Texas, 
where  the  intercourse  between  us  is  quite  frequent; 
where  our  communications  are  uninterrupted;  where 
HMiny  of  the  friends,  relatives,  and  connexions  of  my 
constituents  have  located  themselves;  and  1  claim  the 
right  to  know  aomething  of  the  nature  and  character  of 
the  whole  controversy.  As  time  is  precious,  I  will  run 
rapidly  over  the  main  facts  in  relation  to  this  matter, 
with  the  hope  that,  when  the  House  shall  be  put  in  full 
possession  thereof,  neither  the  acknowledgment  of  the 
independence  of  Texaa,  nor  a  salary  and  outfit  for  a  min- 
ister, will  be  withheld  frofh  that  country.  Antecedent 
to  the  establishment  of  the  imperial  Government  under 
Iturbide,  in  May,  1823,  and  while  these  colonies  were 
struggling  for  independence  from  the  yoke  of  old  Spain, 
many  Americans  engaged  in  the  Mexican  service,  to  aid 
and  assist  in  achieving  that  independence  for  the  South 
American  provinces,  which  was  achieved.  For  these 
services  the  new  Government  had  nothing  to  give,  but 
promised  those  enterprising  Americana  large  bounties 
in  land.  Amongst  others  of  that  day  (who  fought  in  the 
Mexican  wars)  of  my  acquaints  nee,  theie  is  one  deserv- 
ing of  particular  mention;  I  mean  Colonel  Reuben  Ross, 
of  Tennessee.  I  believe  he  was  a  native  of  Virginia. 
He-had  a  colonel'a  command  in  the  Mexican  service,  and 
went  through  many  hard-fought  battles  with  the  royal 
forces,  and  upon  one  memorable  occasion,  when  he  was 
in  command  in  an  engagement,  the  various  evolutions 
which  are  frequent  in  b#ttles  brought  him  in  contact 
with  the  commander  of  the  royal  forces,  both  on  horse- 
back. The  intrepid  and  gallant  Ross,  whose  soul  burnt 
high  with  patriotism  and  noble  daring,  attacked  the  Don 
in  single  combat.     The  Spaniard  fell,  and  Ross  lost  a 
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finger.  The  GoTernment  of  Mexico  'awarded  him  a 
larg^e  body  of  land  in  Texas.  He  was  my  constituent: 
he  lived  then  In  a  district  I  had  the  honor  oF  represent- 
ing in  Xhh  Senate  of  Tennessee.  After  the  independence 
of  the  country  was  established,  and  the  authority  of  old 
Spain  had  ceased,  Colonel  Ross  procured  his  grants  for 
the  landF,  and  upon  his  return  home  he  was  treacherous- 
ly murdered,  with  most  of  his  company,  m  the  Mexican 
dominions,  by  those  same  Spanisrds  whom  he  had  so 
long  and  so  nobly  fought  to  make  free.  I  mention  this 
fact  to  show  that  many  of  the  Americans  fouf^ht  fur  the 
Mexicans  then,  as  well  as  they  have  fought  for  the  Tex- 
ians  since-^that  these  lands  were  dearly  bought.  1 
could,  if -time  would  permit,  cite  many  daring  deeds  of 
valor  performed  by  Roas  and  other*,  which  equal  the 
battle  of  Jacinto,  the  Alamo,  or  any  other,  against  the 
armies  of  old  Spain.  I  contend  that  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment has  less  reason  to  complain  of  an  interference 
by  volunteers  frum  the  United  States,  and  of  the  propri- 
ety of  our  acknowledgment  of  the  Texian  independ- 
ence, than  any  people  upon  the  face  of  the  earth.  It 
was  precisely  what  she  implored  of  our  citizens  in  her 
contest  with  old  Spain.  She  sought  the  aid  of  our  citi- 
zens to  fight  her  battles.  She  sought  our  sympathies 
and  our  prayers  for  her  success.  She  sought  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  her  independence,  while  the  royal 
armies  were  yet  in  some  portions  of  the  country,  and  in 
possession  of  some  of  the  strongest  forts.  She  obtained 
It  all.  And,  presupposing  that  every  word  of  complaint 
which  has  been  so  dolefully  uttered  by  the  gentlemen 
from  Ohio  and  Maasachubetts,  in  regard  to  our  enter- 
prising young  men  seeking  service  in  the  armies  of  Tex- 
as, is  tiue,  it  is  no  more  than  was  solicited,  accepted, 
and  sanctioned  with  great  joy  by  the  Mexican?,  upon 
precisely  a  similar  occasion,  between  them  and  old 
Spain.  Mexico  was  extremely  willing  to  receive  the 
voluntary  aid  of  our  enterprising  men  then;  but,  like  the 
lawyer's  ox  that  was  gored  by  the  bull  of  the  farmer,  it 
alters  the  case  now. 

But  to  proceed  with  the  history:  Revolution  succeeded 
revolution  in  the  South  American  provinces  and  Span- 
ish North  America.  In  May,  1822,  Generkl  Iturbide, 
by  fraud,  force,  and  the  assistance  of  the  Catholic  priest- 
hood, (who  are  in  all  countries  more  opposed  to  repub« 
lican  government  and  the  liberty  of  man  than  any  other 
sect,)  establubed  an  imperial  Government,  and  was  cho- 
sen Emperor.  The  example  of  our  Government,  which 
lay  contiguous,  and  the  germes  of  liberty  which  began  to 
sprout  from  an  imperfect  knowledge  of  our  institutions, 
and  an  intermixture  with  a  few  of  our  men  in  their  ar- 
mies, in  a  short  time  produced  another  revolution.  Itur- 
bide was  dethroned,  a  aentence  of  banishment  was  pass- 
ed upon  him  I  he  went  into  exile,  returned,  wss  taken 
captive,  and  ahot.  Victoria  waa  elected  by  the  people< 
a  republican  constitution  wss  formed,  modelled  in  most 
of  Us  leading  principles  in  imitation  of  that  of  the 
United  Statesi  notwithstanding  this,  he  bad  to  encounter 
civil  wars,  conspiracies,  treasons,  and  rebellions,  during 
all  his  administration.  Pedraxza,  elected  sticcessor  to 
Victoris,  was  in  a  short  time  deposed  by  Guerrero,  who 
in  bis  turn  was  deposed  to  Bustamente,  and  .at  length 
he  was  deposed  and  driven  into  exile  by  the  modem 
Napoleon  of  the  South,  Santa  Anna,  who  had  waded 
through  seas  of  bloud,  and  mountains  of  carnage,  and  the 
perfidy  of  the  priesthood,  to  empire.  He  abolished  the 
Congress  of  the  republic  by  a  military  decree,  organ- 
ized a  tribunal  composed  of  his  own  creatures  in  its 
place,  merely  to  register  his  despotic  decrees.  He 
abolished  the  local  legialatur^s,  established  military  and 
arbitrary  tribunals  in  their  place,  abolisned  the  trial  by 
Jury,  and  settled  down  in  a  complete  despotism  of  the 
worst  kind,  becaose  it  was  a  military  one.  To  this  pros- 
tration of  the  constiliuion  that  he  had  sworn  and  fought 


to  support,  the  overthrowing  of  a  government  of  liberty 
and  lawp,  the  abol^hment  of  the  trial  by  jury,  and  the 
establishment  of  a  military  despotism,  the  people  of 
Texas  objected.  There  was  much  of  that  Anglo-Sixon 
blood,  descended  from  that  immortal  band  of  Engliih* 
men  who  took  their  honor  in  one  hand  and  their  iword 
in  the  other,  and  obtained  magna  eharfa  from  King  John. 

3anta  Anna  being  enraged  at  the  thought  of  reaiitance 
to  his  decrees  from  a  few  thoussnd  Texians,  when  be  had 
fought  and  conquered  through  millions  until  the  inprrl^ 
al  diadem  was  ready  to  be  placed  upon  his  head,  swore 
utter  exterroinstion  from  the  face  of  the  earth  of  ill  the 
inhabitants  of  Texas,  and  particularly  of  the  North 
American  or  Anglo-Saxon  race,  not  even  sparing  the 
women  and  children.  With  this  view  be  started  for 
Texas  at  the  head  of  his  hosts,  to  execute  his  infernal 
purpose.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  becomes  necesisry  for 
me  to  leave  him  upon  the  road  to  Texas,  and  return  to 
that  gallant  people,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  up  their 
history  from  wtyre  I  left  it,  in  the  hsndsof  the  gallant 
Ross,  before  the  establishment  of  the  empire,  under 
Iturbide.  It  will  be  held  in  remembrance  that  Koss  and 
others  received  grants  for  their  services,  performed 
against  the  royal  forces  of  old  Spain,  before  the  ac* 
knowledgment  of  the  independence  of  Texas.  During 
all  the  civil  wars  and  convulsions,  conspirsciesand  lebtl' 
lions,  that  took  place  in  the  .Mexican  republic,  from  the 
establishment  of  their  fcdersl  constitution,  in  1824,  the 
Government  had  been  inviting  foreigners  from  every 
country  to  go  and  settle  in  Texas,  and  carry  ss  many 
families  as  possible f  every  inducement  wu  held  out  to 
invite  emigration  thither;  large  bounties  of  land  were 
offered  for  this  purpose.  The  reason  for  this  proceed- 
ing was  obvious.  Being  torn  to  pieces  by  civil  and  cen- 
tral  revolutions,  which'  succeeded  each  other  in  npid 
succession,  their  financea  were  exhausted,  their  srmes 
were  wasting  away  in  civil  wars,  their  convulsions  were 
so  quick  and  terrible  that  they  could  not  spare  either 
men  or  money  to  defend  the  frontiers  sgainst  the  habit- 
ual attacks  of  the  Camanche  and  other  hostile  Indian 
tribes.  Such  a  scourge  had  those  Indisns  become  to 
the  frontier  settlemenU  and  to  Texas,  that  they  at  plef>- 
ure  overran  the  Spanish  towns  and  villages,  took  the  in- 
habitants into  captivity,  and  made  aervants  of  them.  1° 
other  instances  these  hordes  of  barbarians  would  take 
possession  of  the  frontier  towns,  compel  the  inhsbitants, 
who  were  large  owners  of  stock,  to  go  and  drive  up 
thtir  own  horses,  mules,  and  cattle,  until  these  Indiini 
would  select  all  the  most  valuable  of  them,  and  dnve 
them  off,  after  committing  acts  of  rapine  and  murder  ot 
the  most  atrocious  character  upon  the  Inhabitants,  and  no 
help  could  be  received  from  the  Government  of  Mcx'co, 

These  enormities  were  repeated  year  after  year,  sna 
no  prospect  of  better  things  was  in  anticipation.  To 
stop  those  lawless  excursions  of  plunder,  murder,  and 
robbery,  to  beat  bsck  thoae  ferocious  barbarians,  an<> 
protect  the  Spaniah  citizens  who  were  the  annual  vie* 
tims  of  rapine  and  violence,  the  Mexican  Government 
adopted  the  only  practicable  mode  of  affording  that  re- 
lief that  ahe  had  in  her  power  to  render.  It  wss  to 
make  large  grants  of  land  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  who  would  either  pay  money  at  a  stipulated  pn^^ 
into  their  empty  coffers,  or  who  would  settle  do*n  w'tn 
one,  two,  three,  or  four  hundred  families,  upon  thwc 
lands,  and  defend  the  country  from  the  savage  inroads. 

I  personally  knew  of  some  companies  who  were  or* 
ganized  in  Tenneasee.  They  elected  their  representa- 
tives, sent  them  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  publicly  and  no* 
toriously,  without  any  guile,  fraud,  or  circumvention, 
to  negotiate  this  business.  I  will  mention  the  names  m 
three  of  these  representatives  or  ambassadors,  who  were 
despafched  upon  this  mission:  Colonel  Andrew  Erwtn. 
who  had  been  for  a  number  of  years  a  member  of  iw 
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Norlh  Carolina  Jind  alio  Tennessee  Legislaturest  and  a 
gentleman  of  conBiderable  talents  and  experience,  to- 
gether wiib  Doctor  Douglass  and  C^onel  John  D.  Mar- 
tin, a  lawyer  of  high  standing.  They  went,  as  well  as 
the  representatives  Troni  other  companies,  to  the  city  of 
Mexico,  and  remained  some  months  upon  the  business  of 
this  mission. 

After  a  full  examination  of  the  constitution  ofl824^ 
establisbing  a  Federal  Government,  with  full  guarantees 
for  the  perfect  enjoyment  of  life,  liberty,  and  property^ 
and  a  toleration  of  their  religion,  and  other  rights  and 
immunities  similar  to  our  own,  a  number  of  purchases 
were  made,  mostly  for  the  consideration  of  obtaining 
settlers  upon  those  lands.  Grants  were  issued.  The 
grantees  procured  settlers,  and  emigrated  to  the  country. 
Immediately  upon  these  events,  the  savage  roamed  no 
»  longer  in  hostile  army  over  the  plains  of  Texas.  They 
were  beat  back  into  their  own  boundaries.  The  toma- 
hawk and  scalping-knife  rested  from  their  labors.  The 
Spaniard  sat  down  under  his  own  vine  and  fig  tree,  and 
enjoyed  iTis  property  and  the  fruits  of  his  industry  in 
peace.  The  Anglo-Saxon  blood  which  had  got  into  the 
country  was  a  perfect  guarantee  against  lawless  depre- 
dation. The  settlers  furnished  their  own  guns,  their 
own  provisions^  their  own  ammunition;  the  Mexican 
Government  did  not  even  furnish  so  much  as  one  flint 
to  aid  in  this  matter. 

But  the  frontier  settlements  were  secured,  when 
Bustamente  undertook  to  overthrow  the  liberties  of  his 
country,  in  one  of  the  many  Mexican  revolutions.  Santa 
Anna  declared  himself  the  champion  of  the  constitution 
of  1824,  the  defender  of  the  Federal  Government.  He 
bad  previous  to  that  defeated  the  last  road  expedition 
that  had  been  sent  out  by  old  Spain  to  subjugate  the 
South  Ameiican  provinces.  He  became  the  hero  of 
Tampico.  The  patriots  of  Mexico  looked  to  him  to  put 
down  the  tyrant  Bustamente.  The  Texians  hoisted  his 
flag — it  was  considered  then  the  flag  of  liberty — they 
took  two  forts  with  their  rifles,  and  left  Santa  Anna  to 
operate  in  the  centre,  without  having  a  foe  in  their  coun- 
try. He  did  operate {  he  deposed  Bustamente.  But,  to 
the  great  mortification  and  disappointment  of  all  the 
friends  of  liberty  throughout  the  world,  he  got  into 
power  under  pretence  or  patriotism,  and  instantly  over- 
turned the  constitution  of  his  country.  He  started  to 
rivet  the  chains  of  despotism  by  tbolishing  free  govern- 
ment, and  substituting  a  military  one,  in  the  manner  I 
before  related.  He  came.  The  splendid  defence  of 
Colonel  Fanning,  in  destroying  nine  hundred  of  Santa 
Anna's  men  with  less  than  half  that  nunokbery  and  placing 
kor»  fie  combat  several  hundreds  of  others,  will  live  im- 
mortal in  story;  and  notwithstanding  the  warrior  and  his 
brave  little  band  have  sunk  into  the  tomb  by  the  black- 
est treachery,  instead  of  the  force  of  the  Spainard's 
prowess,  yet  ages  unborn  will  drop  a  tear  of  admiration 
and  sympathy  upon  the  tombs  of  those  immolated  he- 
roes, as  they  pass  the  fated  spot. 

Next  in  order  is  the  Alamo,  where  the  brave  and  gal- 
lant Crockets  with  his  one  hundred  and  fifty  compeers, 
beaded  by  himself  and  Colonel  Travis,  made  a  defence 
against  five-and-twenty  hundred  Mexicsns,  which  would , 
6o  honor  to  any  general  in  any  age.  And  although 
they  fell,  they  fell  like  the  strong  man  of  old;  they  pull- 
ed down  the  pillars  of  Santa  Anna's  strength  with  them; 
for  that  immortal  little  band  destroyed  fourteen  hundred 
of  the  enemies  of  liberty,  and  shed  a  lustre  of  immortal- 
liy  around  their  names  which  will  secure  them  the 
brightest  page  in  history.  Their  heroic  deeds  will  be 
told  in  poetry  and  song  to  generations  yet  unborn,  and 
the  blood  that  was  shed  at  the  Alamo  will  generate  mil- 
lions of  men,  to  fight  the  battles  of  freedom  throughout 
the  world. 

A  brilliant  feat  is  yet  to  follow.  Houston  and  his  army 


were  alive,  and  the  God  of  battles  was  with  them.  The 
battle  of  San  Jacinto  soon  followed,  which  sealed  the 
tyrant's  fate,  redeeming  a  country  from  bondage,  and 
proved  to  the  world  that  tyranny  and  oppression  cannot 
prevail  against  that  indomitable  Anglo-Saxon  spirit 
which  is  now  pervading  the  whole  earth. 

I  have,  Mr.  CKairman,  given  a  brief  history  of  the 
rise  and  progress  of  the  Texas  settlement  and  revolu- 
tion, and  placed  the  relations  in  which  Texas  stood  to 
Mexico  in  a  fair  point  of  view,  so  that  it  may  be  under- 
stood by  the  House.  I  shall,  as  briefly  as  poasible,  an- 
swer some  of  the  objections  that  have  been  made  by  the 
honorable  gentlemen  from  Ohio  and  Massschusetts  to 
any  immediate  action  upon  thia  subject.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  seems  to  suppose,  first,  that  the  people 
of  Texas  should  have  waited  longer,  and  petitioned  the 
Mexican  Government  for  a  redress  of  grievances;  and, 
secondly,  that  our  Government  should  give  notice  to 
Mexico,  before  we  acknowledge  the  independence  of 
Texas.  I  will  examine  these  points  in  the  order  they 
are  presented.  The  Texian  Government  selected  one 
of  her  favorite  sons,  Austin,  whose  father  had  obtained 
large  grants  in  Texas,  to  go  to  Mexico,  for  the  express 
purpose  of  petitioning  for  a  redress  of  grievances,  and 
such  modifications  in  the  local  Government  ss  suited  the 
condition  of  the  people,  and  which  it  would  have  been 
honorable  to  Mexico  to  grant.  But,  behold,  she  pUeed 
the  agent  in  irons,  kept  him  near  twelve  months  in  con- 
finement; and  no  person  could  carry  a  petition,  unless 
at  the  risk  of  his  life,  or  incarceration  in  a  dungeon. 
An  order  had  already  been  issued  to  disarm  the  people 
of  Texan,  prepsratory  to  their  overthrow.  The  ap- 
proaching crisis  was  too  manifest  and  plain;  and  if  I  had 
been  a  Texian,  I  should  not  have  carried  a  petition  for 
a  redress  of  grievances,  when  the  certain  reward  was  a 
pair  of  handcufls  and  the  four  walls  of  a  prison. 

The  second  point  my  friend  from  Ohio  has  presented 
for  our  consideration  is,  that  we  should  give  notice  to 
Mexico  that  we  intend  to  acknowledge  the  independence 
of  Texas.  This  is  certainly  a  new  theory.  There  is  no 
precedent  upon  earth  for  it.  The  United  States  ac- 
knowledged the  independence  of  all  the  South  American 
provinces,  without  giving  any  notification  to  old  Spain 
in  regard  to  it.  France,  Spain,  Holland,  and  the  bal- 
ance of  the  European  Governments,  acknowledged  the 
independence  of  ^^  United  States,  without  notifying 
England  thereof.  We  have  only  to  look  to  the  Govern- 
ment dtfaciot  as  has  been  roost  abundantly  proven  l»y 
roy  friend  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Btvum,]  and  are 
only  bound  to  consult  our  own  interest,  discretion,  and 
honor.  Whenever  we  conclude  that  a  Government  is, 
in  fact,  independent,  and  is  capable  of  fulfilling  its  obli- 
gations, as  a  nation,  to  the  rest  of  the  nations  of  the  earth, 
we  can  acknowledge  her  independence  without  violating 
the  law  of  nations  or  4iny  moral  obligation*.  France, 
Spain,  and  Holland,  acknowledg<*d  our  independence  be- 
fore it  was  achieved  entirely,  and  we  acknowledged  the 
independence  of  Mexico  while  the  royal  armies  of  Spain 
were  in  possession  of  the  strongest  forts  In  the  country. 
I  assert,  sir,  there  is  not  now  a  Mexican  foot  that  can 
tread  upon  the  Texian  soil.  There  is  not  one  opposing 
man  in  the  country.  Texas,  at  this  day,  is  more  free 
than  Mexico  was  when  she  received  our  acknowIeHfr. 
ment,  or  than  we  were  when  we  received  that  of  France, 
Spain,  and  Holland.  But  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Mason]  complains  that  it  is  too  soon — that  Texis  has  not 
been  independent  long  enough.  1  answer,  that  I  have 
read  much  in  the  law  booka  about  the  statute  of  limits- 
tions  barring  certain  remedies  respecting  private  rights, 
and  sometimes  in  relation  to  public  concerns  of  a  muni- 
cipal character;  but  I  have  never  read  in  any  book  that 
the  statute  of  limitations  can  be  brought  to  bar  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  independence  of  a  nation;  and  I 
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will  venture  to  ssscrt  that  it  can  be  found  nowhere  un- 
less it  is  in  MsBon's  reports.  The  gentleman  is  mistaken 
in  Another  position.  The  President  of  the  United  States 
did  i$sue  orders  to  all  the  proper  authorities  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government  to  see  that  the  laws  of  neutrality  were 
executed,  and  which  prohibited  the  American  people 
from  engaging  in  the  war  between*  the  Mexicans  and 
Texians.  So  far  as  he  was  concerned,  he  fulfilled  the 
1aW(  but  if  the  adventurous  men  of  the  West  had  thought 
proper  to  engage  in  thia  war,  five  hundred  thoiiband  men 
could  not  have  guarded  all  the  passea  on  a  coast  which 
is,  by  land  and  sea,  a  thousand  miles  long.  It  is  useless 
to  think  of  it.  If  adventurous  men  thought  proper  to 
engage  in  this  revolution,  without  the  authority  of  Gov- 
ernment, there  is  not  a  roan  in  the  United  State?,  I  ap- 
prehend, who  supposes  that  to  be  a  cause  of  war  with 
Mexico.  Are  not  large  armies  of  volunteers,  both  from 
England  and  France,  at  this  moment  engaged  in  the 
civil  wars  of  Spain'  How  many  foreigners  engaged  in 
the  late  revolution  in  Greece?  Have  not  the  Swhs  troops 
been  hired  by  every  nation  in  Europe  who  would  em- 
ploy themf  Yet  this  is  no  cause  of  war  against  their 
Government.  It  is  true  that  war  might  grow  out  of  that, 
or  any  thing  else;  but  it  might  grow  out  of  any  thing  else 
as  well  as  that.  It  cannot  be  seriously  contended  that, 
by  the  law  of  nations,  it  is  a  cause  of  war;  and  will  not, 
1  am  sure. 

I  will  now  take  up  the  objections  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  and  dispose  of  them  in  their  order. 
I  have  always  listened  to  that  gentleman  with  pleasure, 
and  often  with  profit.  I  am  confident  that  bis  ear  has 
been  greatly  abuse  d  by  the  slanderers  of  Texas.  He 
supposes  that  an  unauthorized  set  of  freebooters  or  out- 
laws have  seized  upon  Texas;  that  the  profligate  and  the 
spendthrift  and  fugitive  from  justice  constitute  the  pop- 
ulation. I  might  have  mentioned  that  the  colonies  set- 
tled by  Austin,  Rober'son,  Leftwick,  and  many  others, 
wliich  were  purchased  in  the  manner  I  have  before  re- 
lated, are  men  of  the  firat  respectability  in  this  or  any 
other  country,  some  of  whom  would  do  honor  to  a  seat 
on  this  flour,  and  will  rank  high  as  the  benefactors  of 
the  freemen  of  1'exas.  These  men  carried  many  fami- 
lies of  respectable  standing  to  that  country,  to  comply 
with  the  conditions  of  their  respective  grants.  It  is  un- 
derstood to  be  a  fine  soil,  delightful  climate,  and  ad- 
mirably adapted  to  the  cultivation  of  s^ar,  cotton,  and 
many  of  the  tropical  fruits.  It  is  a  country  where  a  man 
of  industry  can  better  hia  condition;  and,  therefore,  these 
settlers  and  grantees  went  there  by  express  contract 
with  tlie  Mexican  Government,  and  not  as  usurpers  in 
any  respect  whatsoever. 

It  seems,  however,  that  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts has  learned  from  some  source,  which  he  consid- 
ers satisfactory,  that  -Texas  has  not,  of  her  own  soldiers, 
more  than  three  hundred  men,  and  that  it  was  impossi- 
ble for  her  to  support  her  independence  without  foreign 
aid.  I  think  that  gentleman  has  been  greatly  misinformed 
as  to  this  matter.  At  this  time,  she  has  five  thousand 
men;  but,  for  the  present,  I  will  consider  it  in  that  point 
uf  view.  '  I  lay  it  down,  as  a  position  that  is  incontroverti- 
ble, and  which  has  been  demonstrated  by  all  hjstory, 
that  it  does  not  depend  so  much  upon  the  number  of 
men  to  defend  their  rights,  as  it  does  upon  that  intellect- 
ual and  moral  force,  and  indomitable  spirit,  which  de- 
termines that  it  will  not  submit  to  oppression  and  tyranny. 
Three  hundred  men,  imbued  with  thia  spirit,  are  equal 
to  a  host.  It  was  three  hukidred  men  who  marched  with 
Leonidas  to  the  pass  of  Thermopylie,  and  met,  and,  for 
days,  defied  Xerxes  at  the  head  of  four  millions  of  men; 
for  days  they  arrested  the  progress  of  the  greatest  army 
Asia  ever  saw.  This  little  Spartan  band  destroyed  mul* 
titudes  of  their  enemies,  and,  but  for  treachery,  would 
have  destroyed  multitudes  more.     Alexander  the  Gieat, 


with  thirty.fi  ve  thousand  men,  became  master  of  all  Asia, 
containing  three  hundred  millions  of  people.  The  cel- 
ebrated retreat  of  Ibe  ten  thousand  Greeks  has  been  the 
theme  for  poetry  and  song  for  many  centuries  past.'  The 
battle  of  the  Alamo,  of  San  Jacinto,  and  others,  will  be 
ranked  by  posterity  aa  the  marvellous  events  of  the  Bge, 
and  will  take  their  station  in  the  chronological  events  of 
the  times.  But  my  friend  from  Massachusetts  aeeros  to 
entertain  a  contemptible  opinion  of  these  three  hundred 
Yexian  soldiers.  As  contemptible  as  they  may  be,  I  de- 
clare, most  solemnlyi  that  I  had  rather  be  in  their  situa- 
tion than  in  that  of  the  eleven  thousand  Massachusetts 
militia  who  marched  all  around  their  own  capital,  during 
the  last  war,  and  would  not  fight  at  all.  I  should  now, 
notwithstanding  the  gentleman  and  myself  are  getting  to 
be  old  men,  like  right  well  to  be  placed  at  the  bead  of 
these  three  hundred  Texians,  and  place  the  gentleman  i 
at  the  bead  of  the  same  eleven  thousand  militiamen,  and 
let  us  take  a  bout  or  two.  I  am  of  opinion  that,  while 
his  eleven  thousand  would  be  philosophizing  upon  con- 
stitutional scruples,  and  upon  boundary  line^  my  tnen 
could  play  the  game  of  decapitation  to  such  an  extent  as 
to  solve  all  constitutional  scruples  upon  the  subject.  I 
would  learn  -him  not  to  despise  numbers;  for  we  are 
taught  that  the  battle  is  not  always  to  the  strong,  nor  the 
race  to  the  sw'iU,  but  that  the  Lord  of  hosts  has  some  di- 
rection in  these  events;  and,  so  far  as  human  eyes  can 
see,  there  has  been  a  moat  signal  manifestation  of  it  in 
favor  of  Texas. 

It  appears  that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  isd^s- 
satisfied  with  the  number  of  ships  and  guns  that  consti- 
tute the  army  and  navy  of  Texas.  I  shall  try  to  prove, 
by  a  physical  rather  than  a  logital  process  of  reasoning, 
that  Texas  has  a  thousand  ships  and  fifly  thousand  guns. 
i  go  upon  the  principle  that  enough  is  equal  to  a  million, 
and  that  a  part  is  equal  to  the  whole.  With  the  three 
ships  and  twenty-nine  guns,  which  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  assigns  to  Texas,  they  have  whipped  and 
taken  all  the  Mexican  vessels  that  dared  to  venture  upon 
the  coast:  therefore,  they  have  precisely  enough;  and 
enough  is  equal  to  one  thousand  ships  and  fifty  thousand 
guns. 

What  I  have  said,  Mr.  Chairman,  has  been  for  the  ear 
of  those  who  have  thought  less,  and  perhaps  examined 
less,  upon  the  subject  of  Texas  tlian  I  have.  Many  have 
gone  from  my  district,  and  settled  in  that  country;  some 
of  them  have  laid  down  their  lives  in  battling  for  their 
rights;  others  have  relations  yet  remaining,  who  feel  in- 
tensely for  those  who  have  gone  there.  This  question 
must  and  will  be  disposed  of  at  this  session  in  some  way. 
We  cannot  expect  to  satisfy  all;  it  is  needless  to  wait  for 
that.  If  we  were  to  wait  until  the  morning  of  the  rM- 
urrection,  many  here  would  not  vote  for  the  recog'nition. 
Other  and  far  different  motives  than  the  situation  of  the 
contending  parties  will  govern  the  action  of  a  portion  of 
this  House.  There  are  some  who  feel  sorrewhat  aristo- 
cratical  by  nature,  and  have  no  right  good  will  for  re- 
publican forms  of  government  anyhow;  there  are  others 
m  the  North  and  East  who  think  that  an  annexation  of 
Texas  to  the  United  Slates  might  probably  follow  a  rec- 
ognition of  her  independence,  and  that  the  balance  of 
power  would  be  thrown  in  that  direction;  others  are 
fearful  it  will  be  a  slaveholding  country.  We  may  as 
well  meet  the  question  at  once;  it  has  to  be  met,  and 
that  shortly.  No  one  can  possibly  suppose  that  Mexico 
can  ever  reassert  her  power  in  Texas.  If  I  were  per- 
mitted to  use  the  language  of  the  heathen  mythologist?, 
I  should  say  that  an  assembly  of  the  gods  had  congrega- 
ted for  the  express  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration 
the  wrongs  and  oppressions  inflicted  upon  Texas,  and 
that  a  decree  had  been  registered  in  high  heaven  that 
Texas  shall  henceforth  be  free,  sorereign,  and  inde- 
pendent. 
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When  Mr.  Hvittshav  had  coiicluded» 

The  question  wai  taken  thereon,  and  disagreed  to: 
Yeas  40,  naya  82.  ^ 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  moved  that  the  committee  rise;  and 
thevote  beinn^  yeas  7,  nays  101 — no  quorum — 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  there  was  doubtless  a  quo- 
rum in  the  ball,  from  the  preceding  vote,  and  he  hoped 
the  committee  would,  by  general  consent,  agree  to  re- 
port the  bin  to  the  House.  He  had  no  amendments  to 
offer,  and  any  reductions  of  the  appropriations  might  be 
made  in  the  House. 

Th»  CHAIR  then  directed  the  House  to  be  counted, 
and  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  members  (a  quorum) 
^rere  found  to  he  within  the  hall. 

Mr.  BYNUM  moved  that  the  committee  rise;  and  the 
vote  being  yeas  10,  nays  106— still  no  quorum—* 

Mr.  PARKS  said  he  would  assert  that  the  gentleman 
who  made  the  motion  that  the  committee  rise,  and  in- 
listed  upon  dividing  the  House,  had  not  himself  voted 
either  one  way  or  the  other. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  Speaker  having 
resumed  the  chair,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  re- 
ported the  fact  to  the  House  of  their  finding  themselves 
without  a  quorum. 

Mr.  PARKS  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  GAV£  JOHNSON  asked  fdr  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  would  suggest  to  the  gentleman 
from  Maine,  towards  whom  he  had  the  kindest  feelmgs, 
tbat  it  would  be  better,  he  thought,  not  to  press  that 
motion  at  so  late  an  hour,  but  to  adjourn.  [U  was  then 
half  past  twelve  o'clock.] 

Mr.  PARKS.  Would  the  gentleman  allow  him  to  make 
one  observation?  He  would  make  this  declaration  from 
his  own  knowledge,  that,  when  the  committee  decided, 
by  tellers,  on  the  motion  to  rise,  the  gentleman  who  made 
(he  root  ion— 

The  CHAIR  interposed,  and  reminded  the  gentleman 
that  this  was  not  a  debatable  motion. 

Mr.  DOUBLEDAY  said  it  was  a  question  of  privi- 
lege. 

Mr.  CALI100N,  of  Kentucky,  moved  that  the  House 
adjourn. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nayp,  but 
they  were  not  ordered;  and  the  motion  to  adjourn  was 
loat :  Yeaa  25,  nays  96.     But  no  quorum  voting, 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  a  call  of  the  House; 
wbicli  was  ordered;  and,  afler  proceeding  a  few  min- 
utes, 

Mr.  ELMORE  moved  to  dispense  with  all  further  pro- 
ceedings thereon.    Lost. 

The  roll  having  been  gone  through,  and  Ane  hundred 
and  twenty-four  members  answering  to  their  namea, 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  moved  that  the  Klouse  adjourn. 
Lost:  Yeas  37,  nsys  78. 

The  doors  of  the  hsll  were  then  closed,  and  excuses 
having  been  rendered  for  a  number  of  absent  members, 
on  account  of  indisposition, 

Mr.  8TORER.  (at  half  past  one)  moved  to  dispense 
with  the  further  proceeding^  of  the  call.  Lost,  without 
a  division. 

After  proceeding  some  time  further  in  rendering  ez- 
cases, 

Mr.  PARKS  moved  the  execution  of  the  51st  rule  of 
the  House,  which  orders,  at  this  stsge,  the  absent  mem- 
bers "  for  whom  no  excuse  or  insufficient  excuses  are 
made,  may,  by  oMer  of  those  present,  if  fifteen  in  num- 
ber, be  taken  into  custody,  wherever  to  be  found,  by 
special  messengers,  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpose." 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  suggested  that,  if  that  rule  should 
be  enforced,  a  great  deal  of  time  must  necessarily  he 
wasted  in  waking  up  the  members,  and  bringing  them 


to  the  House;  and  though  he  waa  as  anxious  to  expedite 
the  public  business  as  any  one,  he  really  thought  nothing 
would  be  gained  by  enforcing  this  rule. .  He  therefore 
moved  an  adjournment.     Lost:  Yeas  43,  nays  61. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  PARKS,  to  enforce  l^e  rule,  was 
then  agreed  to,  without  a  division. 

The  SPEAKER  then  directed  the  Sergeant-at-arms 
to  proceed  to  the  execution  of  the  duty  above,  and  to 
employ  as  many  assistants  as  might  be  necessary. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  to  dispense  with  the  further  proceed- 
ings in  the  call.  Lost. 

Mr.  McKAY  said,  understanding  that  there  was  a  quo- 
rum within  the  hall,  (124  members  having  answered  to 
their  names,)  he  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which 
the  Sergeant-at-arms  had  been  directed  to  execute  the 
order. 

Mr.  LEWIS  hoped  the  motion  would  not  prevail;  for 
those  who  could  come  there  ought  to  be  compelled  to 
come,  when  others  were  willing  to  stay  to  transact  the 
public  business. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  disagreed  to.  [(t  was 
then  two  o'clock  A*  M.] 

After  waiting  for  some  time, 

Mr.  G*  LEE  moved  to  dispense  with  the  further  pro- 
ceedings of  the  call;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  having  been 
ordered,  the  question  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative: Yeaa  29,  nays  86. 

On  calling  over  the  roll  this  time,  notwithstanding 
that  123  (one  gentleman  having  been  excused,  from  in- 
disposition) members  were  recorded  as  being  present, 
and  the  doors  being  locked — 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said  there  were  a  number  of 
gentlemen  who  had  answered  on  the  first  call,  but  who 
bad  left  before  the  doors  were  closed;  and  he  therefore 
moved  that  the  roll  be  sgain  called,  to  aee  who  were  the 
absentees,  as  those  gentlemen  had  not .  been  since  sent 
for  under  the  51st  rule. 

[It  WHS  then  a  quarter  to  three  o'clock.] 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Louisiana,  protested  against  being 
detained  in  that  House  as  a  prisoner;  and  also  insisted 
that  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  was 
out  of  order,  since  it  would  be  making  a  second  call 
pending  the  first;  and  one  call  could  not  be  msde  to  ride 
over  another. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  insisted  that  the  call  was  indis- 
pensable, for  the  reasons  before  stated ;  and  made  some 
further  renoatks  on  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  the 
call. 

Messrs.   UNDERWOOD,    WISE,   VANDERPOEL, 
WHITTLESEY  of  Ohio,  and  PAHRS,  made  some  re- ' 
marks  on  the  subject,  generslly. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  to  dispense  with  the  further  pro- 
ceedings in  the  call;  which  was  disagreed  to,  as  was  also 
a  motion  to  adjourn. 

Pending  the  foregoing  proceeding^,  (from  half  past 
three  to  a  quarter  past  four  o'clock,)  several  gentlemen 
came  in,  and  were  excused  on  paying  their  fees. 
"  Mr.  HANNEGAN  then  renewed  th^  motion  indicated 
above  by  Mr.  CAMaasLBVo;  but,  after  some  remarks 
from  Messrs.  GARLAND  of  Louisians,  HAYNflS,  and 
HANNEGAN,  the  motion  was  superseded  by  snot  her  of 

Mr.  PATTON,  to  suspend  all  further  proceedings  in 
the  call;  which,  after  a  few  remarks  from  Messrs. 
McKAY,  GRANGER,  and  ELMORE,  was  itself  super- 
seded by  the  motion  of 

Mr.  EVANS,  who  moved  an  adjournment;  which  vas 
lost;  and  the  question  recurring  upon  Mr.  Patton*s 
motion,  after  several  suggestions  by  Messrs.  BRIGGS, 
LANE,  and  THOMAS, 

Mr.  TAYLOR  demanded  the  previous  question,  but 
subsequently  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  that  the  fines  be  remitted.   Lost. 

A  number  of  auggestiona  and  some  desultory  conver. 
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sation  entued,  which  occupied  another  hoar«  and  at 
length,  at  about  half  paat  five  o'clock,  the  further  pro- 
ceedings were  dispenied  with,  and  the  House  again 
went  into  comnuttee,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  civil  and  diplofnatic  bill. 

Mr.  GAVE  JOHNSON  submitted  an  amendment  pro- 
posing an  increase  of  the  salaries  of  the  clerks  in  the  dif- 
ferent departments,  of  from  12  to  20  per  cent. 

Mr.  CONNOR  submitted  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment, proposing  an  increase  of  clerks  in  the  Post  Office 
Department  and  Auditor's  office.  Lost:  Yeas  30,  nays  96. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Johvsok  was  also  disa- 
greed to. 

Mr.  HOWARD,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Af- 
fairs, moved  appropriations  for  salaries  and  outfits  of 
ministers  (o  Prussia  and  Russia,  and  also  for  a  plenipo* 
tentiary,  when  necessary,  to  Mexico. 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  another,  for  surveying  the  North- 
eastern boundary  line,  establishing  monuments  there- 
on, &c. 

Both  amendments  were  severally  agreed  to. 

Mr.  INGHAM  submitted  a  proviso,  that  collectors  of 
customs  should  receive  certain  fees  Xn  cases  where  their 
annual  salaries  do  not  exceed  ^1,000.  Lost. 

Mr.  JARVIS  moved  an  item  of  $8,000  for  four  his- 
torical paintings  for  the  panels  in  the  rotundo  of  the 
Capitol;  which  was  agreed  to.  "^ 

Several  other  amendments  were  introduced  pro  format 
to  be  renewed  in  the  House,  by  Messrs.  PHILLIPS, 
JOHNSON  of  Virginia,  PATTON,  UNDERWOOD,  and 
CONNOR;  when, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  committee 
rose,  and  reported  the  *'  harbor  bill,"  and  the  above 
bill,  to  the  House,  as  amended. 

It  being  now  six  o'clock  in  the  morning, 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  that  when  the  House 
a'ljourn  this  day,  it  adjourn  to  meet  at  twelve  o'clock. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  J.  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rule.  Lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG, 

The  House  then  adjourned,  having  been  in  session 
about  twenty  hours. 


TuESDAt,  FSBBUABT  28. 

After  transacting  the  morning  business,  the  House 
proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day,  and  took  up  the 

HARBOR  BILL. 

The  amendments  were  read  and  concurred  in. 

Mr.  PARKER  renewed  his  motion,  made  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  an  appro- 
priation of  $6,963  fiy  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of 
New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey;  which  was  rejected. 

Mr.  CRANE  renewed  his  motion,  made  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  an  appropria- 
tion of  ;$20,000  fur  the  improvement  of  the  Miami  of 
Lake  Erie. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  demsnded  the  previous  ques- 
tion, and  the  Hoiise  aeconded  the  call:  Yeas  71,  nays  52. 
And  the  (louse  ordered  that  the  main  question  should 
now  be  taken. 

And  the  main  question,  being  on  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  was  then  taken,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  108,  nays  41. 

And  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  at  this  time. 

The  reading  of  the  bill  was  dispensed  with,  and  the 
bill,  having  been  immediately  read  a  third  time  by  its 
title,  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  took  up  ihe  bill  makmg  appropriations  for 
the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Government  for 


the  year  1837,  which  had  l»een  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  with  cer. 
tain  amendments^nd  the  question  wss  on  concurring 
with  the  Commtffie  of  the  Whole  in  their  said  amend- 
ments. 

The  amendments  having  been  read  through,  the  quei- 
tion  was  taken  on  all  those  to  which  exception  had  not 
been  taken,  and  the  tame  were  concurred  in. 

The  question  came  up  on  concurring  with  the  smeod* 
ment  made  in  committee  to  the  following  item: 

'<  Fur  salaries  of  ministers  of  the  United  Statei  to 
Great  Britain^  France,  Spain,  and  Russia,  in  addition  to 
the  balance  remaining  of  the  former  appropriation  for 
1836,  $37,000;"  which  was  amended  in  committee  by 
adding  after  the  word  <'Rus8ia"  the  words  **snd  outiit 
and  salaries  for  ministers  to  Pruttia  and  Austris,"  and  by 
striking  out  «  $27,000,"  and  inserting  •<  $63,000." 

Mr.  MERCER  inquired  of  the  chairman  of  the  Com. 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means  if  the  President  bad  recom- 
mended a  mission  to  Austria — that  to  Prass'«  be  (Mr. 
M.)  had  no  objection  to. 

Mr.  HOWARD  (chairman  of  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign  Aifaira)  said  that  be  could  anawer  the  question 
probably  better  than  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  would  do  so.  The  proposition 
emanated  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  and 
was  adopted  by  them,  to  aid,  as  far  aa  they  could,  the 
views  of  a  select  committee  of  the  House,  who  had  made 
a  report  as  to  the  best  mode  of  increasing  the  consump* 
tion  of  tobacco  in  foreign  couo tries,  and  psrticularly 
Germany.  He  believed  that  the  gentlemsn  from  Vir- 
ginia represented  in  part  a  tobacco  interest,  or  at  leait 
he  must  feel  anxious  for  its  prosperity.  After  the  Coit' 
mittee  on  Foreign  AflTalrs  had  decided  on  the  propriety 
of  the  measure,  he  (Mr.  H.)  had  inquired  st  Uie  De- 
partment of  SUte  if  there  existed  any  reasons  why  the 
plan  should  not  be  carried  out;  and  was  informed  that, 
on  the  contrary,  our  Government  was,  at  the  present 
time,  engaged  in  the  discussion  of  a  delicate  question, 
with  both  Austria  and  Pruasia,  arising  out  of  treaties 
which  we  had  with  those  Powers.  What  this  question 
was,  it  is  not  now  necessary  to  btate.  Mr.  H's  only  ob 
ject  was  to  say,  that  although  the  proposed  measure  net 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  Executive*  he  (Mr.  H) 
wished  the  reaponsibility  of  it  to  rest  upon  the  Comiiia- 
tee  on  Foreign  Affaifs. 

TEXAS. 

Mr.  W.  THOMPSON  moved  to  amend  the  sisend- 
ment  by  adding  *'  and  for  the  outfit  and  salary  of  a  diplo- 
matic agent,  to  be  sent  to  the  independent  republic  of 
Texas, thousand  dollars^' 

On  that  amendment  Mr.  GRIFFIN  called  for  the 
yeas  and  naya$  which  were  ordered. 

The  questidti  was  loudly  called  for,  when 

Mr.  GUSHING  said  he  had  but  a  single  observation  to 
mske.  This  question  lay  in  the  compass  of  a  nutshell,  m 
a  diplomatic  question,  in  which  relation  only  be  should 
speak  of  it.  He  admitted  and  aaserted  that  the  United 
States  possessed  in  all  cases  the  right  of  recognising  tbe 
independence  of  a  foreign  State.  He  admitted  and  »' 
serted  the  right  of  recognition j  hut  be  mainUined  tbe 
time  of  recognition  to  be  a  question  of  discretion,  and 
that  discretion  was  to  be  exercised  according  to  our  own 
conviction  of  our  own  interest.  In  his  judgment,  the 
time  for  recognition  had  not  arrived.  He  should  therefore 
vote  against  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Thompson.] 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  he  would  add  one  word  more.  He 
objected  to  this  proposition,  on  the  ground  that  the  »ct 
of  recognition  of  a  foreign  Power  had  heretofore  alw»)S 
been  an  executive  act  in  this  Government  It  ***  ^^ 
business  and  duty  of  the  President  of  the  United  States; 
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ftnd  he  (Mr.  A.)  was  not  willing  to  tet  the  example  of 
gitring  that  recognition  on  the  part  of  a  legislative  body, 
without  the  recpmmendation  of  the  Executive. 

Mr.  JENIFER  said  he  hoped  hisTriend  from  South 
Carolina  would  withdraw  his  amendment,  and  move  it  at 
some  other  stage  of  the  bill.  He  felt  desirous  that  each 
of  those  questions  should  stand  upon  their  own  merits. 
The  period  was  too  late  to  discuss  the  propriety  of  the 
appointnient  of  a  minister  to  Pru§sia  and  Austria.  But 
after  what  bad  been  done  by  the  House  in  relaiion'to  a 
great  interest  in  this  country  in  the  adoption  of  the  re- 
port and  resolution  in  favor  of  the  tobacco  interest,  the 
appointment  of  a  minister  to  each  of  those  courts  would 
go  far  to  effect  the  object  contemplated  by  the  resolu- 
tion, and  be  the  means  of  forwarding  the  interests  of  the 
tobacco  planters  in  those  countries.  He  rei^retted  that 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Mebckb]  should  ob. 
ject  to  the  recommendation  by  this  House  of  a  salary  and 
outfit  for  each  a  minister.  It  would  not  in  any  manner 
whatever  interfere  with  the  powers  of  the  Exectitive, 
bat  was  an  expression  of  its  opinion  of  the  necessity  of 
the  measure.  If  any  thing  is  to  be  done,  now  is  the 
time  to  urge  upon  those  Governments,  as  well  as  others, 
the  interest  which  is  felt  on  the  subject  of  duties  and  re- 
strictions on  this  great  staple*  Nothing  had  been  done 
heretofore  in  its  behalf;  and  when  it  is  seen  that  so  large 
a  portion  of  our  citizens,  as  well  as  the  States  of  the 
Union,  are  interested  in  placing  it  upon  a  proper 
footing,  we  have  a  right  to  believe  that  the  most  fsvor- 
able  consequences  may  result.  Mr.  J.  said  he  trusted 
that  the  amendment,  if  adopted,  would  not  prejudice  the 
pending  motion  for  a  salary  and  outfit  for  ministers  to 
Prassift  and  Austria. 

Mr.  HAMERsaid  that  he  hoped  no  one  would  sap- 
pose  that  he  rose  at  this  late  period  of  the  session  to  de- 
bate this  question.  But  as  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  which  reported  the  reso- 
lutions in  favor  of  the  independence  of  Texas,  and  had 
iupported  those  resolutions  in  the  committee,  and  as  no 
formal  report,  showing  the  condition  of  Texas,  had  ac- 
companied the  resolutions,  he  claimed  the  privilege  of 
expressing,  in  a  few  words,  the  reasons  for  his  course  in 
relation  to  this  matter. 

He  had  beard  several  reasons  urged  here  sgainst  rec- 
ognttion*  which  he  thought  were  not  entitled  to  much 
consideration  from  the  House.  Some  gentlemen  seemed 
to  think  that  if  we  recognised  Texas  as  an  independent 
republic,  her  annexation  to  the  United  States  must  ne- 
cesasriiy  follow.  This  was  not  so..  They  were  separate 
and  distinct  questions.  The  subject  of  annexation  might 
never  come  before  Congress;  hut  if  it  should,  at  any  fu- 
ture period,  come  up,  it  would  be  time  enough  to  dis- 
cusa  it,  and  make  a  decision,  when  it  should  be  present- 
ed. It  ought  not  to  be  considered  now.  Let  each  of 
these  questions  stand  or  fall  upon  its  own  merits. 

ft  liad  been  said  that  we  ought  not  to  act  in  this  af- 
fair, but  leave  it  entirely  to  the  Executive.  The  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Pickbks] 
bad  answered  that  argument.  The  Executive  had  re- 
ferred it  to  us,  for  the  expression  of  an  opinion  on  our 
part.  He  did  not  choose  to  act  without  some  such  ex- 
pression. Why,  then,  should  we  send  it  bsck  to  him, 
without  action  on  the  part  of  Congress.^  Let  us  give  an 
intimation  of  our  wishes  upon  the  subject,  which  will 
respond  to  the  call  of  the  President,  and  serve  as  a  guide 
to  Ilia  proceedings  in  future. 

Gentlemen  had  said  that  the  Texisn  army  and  navy 
«ere  small  in  numbers  and  force,  and  that  the  popula- 
tion of  the  country  waslesa  than  a  hundred  thousand) 
and  for  these  reasons  their  independence  ought  not  to 
be  acknowledged.  As  to  population,  there  was  no  limit 
in  the  law  of  nations.  No  writer  had  said  how  many 
persona  it  required  to  constitute  an  independent  nation. 


It  was  a  matter  for  the  exercise  of  our  discretion,  with- 
out any  positive  law  or  rule  to  control  us.  We  could  as 
well  recognise  fifty  thoussnd  as  fifty  millions^  and  he 
would  not  dwell  upon  that  position. 

In  regard  to  the  navy,  however  small  it  might  be»  it 
was  large  enough  to  command  the  seas,  and  to  drive  the 
Mexican  navy  into  port;  blockading  the  harbors  of  Mexi- 
co and  destroying  her  commerce.  If  Texas  could  thus 
overpower  her  enemy  on  the  water,  her  navy  was  large 
enough,  until  that  if  her  adversary  shoald  be  aug- 
mented. 

How  was  it  upon  the  land.^  Her  army  had  conquered 
all  the  forces  sent  against  her.  She  had  triumphed  over 
a  selected  army,  organized  for  the  express  purpose  of 
reducing  her  to  subjection;  had  made  a  prisoner  of  the 
Chief  Magistrate  of  Mexico,  who  headed  the  invading 
forces  in  person;  and  had  been  ever  since  in  the  full  en* 
jnyment  of  national  independence.  Her  army  was  there- 
fore large  enough  to  maintain  her  independence,  and 
there  could  be  no  necessity  for  its  increase  under  exist- 
ing circumstances.  It  was  not  the  absolute  amount  of 
force  we  were  to  consider,  but  the  relative  force.  We 
must  look  at  the  power  of  her  enemy.  In  that  point  of 
view  we  should  perceive  that  her  resources  and  meant 
were  ample;  that  she  was  stronger  than  Mexico,  and 
had,  at  that  moment,  undisturbed  and  undisputed  con- 
trol of  both  land  and  sea. 

But  there  was  another  and  more  weighty  consideration 
still,  which  demanded  the  attention  of  the  House  and  of 
the  country.  At  the  last  session  of  Congress  we  hsd 
passed  a  resolution,  almost  unanimously,  declaring  that 
the  independence  of  Texas  ought  to  be  recognised  yrhen- 
^er  the  citizens  of  that  country  should  have  an  organ- 
ized Government  in  full  operation.  Now,  why  should 
we  go  behind  this  resolution,  snd  inquire  into  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  revolution,  the  condition  of  the  coun- 
try, and  the  character  of  the  people*  These  subjects 
had  been  examined  last  year,  and  we  had  decided  upon 
them.  The  House  then  put  the  recognition  upon  a  sin- 
gle fact,  to  be  ascertained  thereafter.  We  had  given  to 
them,  and  to  the  world,  a  pledge  that  whenever  they 
should  satisfy  us  they  had  a  Government,  we  would  rec- 
ognise them  as  an  independent  nation.  We  had  encour- 
aged them  to  put  such,  a  Government  in  motion,  and  to 
present  us  the  evidence  of  its  existence.  Tiiey  had 
done  so.  Did  any  gentleman  doubt  their  having  such  a 
Government?  Was  not  their  constitution  copied,  in  a 
great  measure,  from  our  own,  and  their  public  function- 
aries all  engaged  in  the  successful  discbarge  of  their 
respective  duties  under  that  constitution.^  Did  we  mean 
to  keep  the  public  faith  inviolate'  Should  we  redeem 
our  pledge,  which  had  been  solemnljiigiven?  Texas  had 
performed  the  condition.  She  presemed  us  the  proof 
of  her  having  done  so,  and  asked  the  fulfilment  of  our 
promise.  Ii  was  for  this  Government  now  to  say  whetli- 
er  it  should  be  faithfully  and  honorably  fulfilled  or  not. 

Another  objection,  and  a  most  singular  one,  wus,  that 
a  majority  of  the  people  of  Texas  were  originally  from 
the  United  States;  that  they  were  our  former  neighbors 
and  friends,  and  somelif  tliem  our  kinsmen.  The  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Huntsman,]  in 
one  of  the  best  speeches  he  had  ever  heard  upon  that 
floor,  had  explained  fully  the  manner  in  which  these 
people  had  become  citizens  of  Texas.  They  were  in- 
vited there  by  the  Mexican  Government,  at  a  time  when 
all  their  rights  and  privileges  were  guarantied  by  the 
Mexican  constitution,  upon  nearly  the  same  terms  as 
they  were  in  the  United  States.  They  hsd  purchased 
lands,  and  made  the  country  their  home;  and  it  was  only 
when  an  attempt  had  been  made  to  wrest  from  them 
their  liberties  that  thev  took  4jp  arms. 

After  securing  their  independence,  organizing  a  re- 
publican Government,  and  putting  U  ii\to  succes&ful  op- 
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erationi  after  a  pledge  given  last  year,  by  our  Govern- 
ment, that  they  should  be  recogaised,  whenever  this  was 
done  and  ahown  to  exist,  they  are  now  to  be  told  that 
we  cannot  recognise  them,  because  they  were  once  our 
neighbors  and  friends!  If  they  were  of  some  other  race 
of  men;  if  they  were  Spaniards,  or  Frenchmen,  or  Turks, 
or  of  any  other  race  than  Anglo-Americans,  they  would 
be  entitled  to  recognition!  Is  this  fair,  or  reasonable, 
or  generous?  Should  we  deal  more  kindly  by  a  stran- 
ger than  by  our  own  flesh  and  blood?  No.  If  gentle- 
men were  prepared  to  act  upon  that  principle,  let  each 
one  take  the  responsibility  for  himself;  but,  for  biaparr, 
he  would  go  for  hia  frienda  in  preference  to  either  stran- 
gers or  enemies. 

The  people  of  Texas,  he  said,  were  entitled  to  a  rec- 
ognition of  their  independence;  and,  so  far  aa  his  vote 
would  go,  they  should  have  that  recognition  promptly 
and  freely  given. 

Mr.  CHILTON  ALLAN  said  that  it  appeared  plain 
enough  that  the  only  question  for  inquiry  now  was  wheth- 
er a  regular  Government  was  established  in  Texas.  Now, 
this  waa  a  fact  which,  he  apprehended,  no  one  could 
deny.  It  was  a  fact  which  the  documents  laid  before 
the  House  by  the  Executive  went  clearly  to  eatablish; 
and  this,  in  hia  opinion,  waa  enough.  He  (Mr.  A.) 
thought  that,  if  ever  the  independence  of  Texas  was  to 
be  recognised,  now  was  the  time  that  it  ought  to  be  done. 
We  ought  now  to  conciliate  that  people,  because  they 
were  our  bone  and  our  flesh.  Texas  waa  destined  to  be 
independent,  and  to  become  a  great  country,  and  there- 
fore no  delay  ought  to  be  interposed  on  our  part  to  their 
being  recognised  as  independent.  Why,  he  would  ask, 
should  we  treat  them  worse  than  we  should  do  if  they 
were  a  people  of  a  different  race?  There  might  be  cer- 
tain prejudices  at  the  bottom  against  this  just  measure; 
but  it  was  manifestly  the  will  of  Providence  that  they 
should  be  independent.  Nothing  could  possibly  resist 
the  growth  of  that  population;  no  power  could  possibly 
put  them  down.  We  therefore  ought  not  to  delay  in  ac- 
knowledging their  independence.  The  honorable  gen- 
tleman frofn  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Hoar]  seemed  to  dread 
the  possible  event  of  annexation,  as  intended  to  follow 
Qur  recognition  of  Texas.  He  (Mr.  A.)  must  say  that 
he  exceedingly  regretted  to  perceive  tbe  excitement  of 
any  prejudices  on  this  point.  He  was  free  to  confess 
there  were  prejudices  peculiar  to  the  North  in  connex- 
ion with  this  subject,  and  there  were  also  prejudices  in 
the  South.  He  would  not  pretend  to  say  that  both  sides 
were  wise;  but  he  (Mr.  A.)  would  put  his  foot  on  all 
and  every  prejudice,  and  would  take  this  infant  nation 
by  the  hand. 

Mr.  HOAR  explained,  in  reference  to  bis  remarks  of 
the  preceding  evemng.  He  denied  that  his  opinion  on 
this  question  was  founded  on  the  circumstance  that  the 
settlers  in  Texas  were  originally  from  this  country.  He 
held  tbe  right  as  strong  a«  any  man,  that,  if  they  pleased, 
our  citizens  may  expatriate  themselves,  and  become  the 
citizens  of  another  country.  But  he  contended  that  the 
fact  was  ill  evidence  before  the  House  that  Texas  was 
not  per  se  an  independent  country,  and  that  it  could  not 
sustain  itself  fur  one  moment  without  the  aid  it  derived 
from  this  country.  Whata  spectacle,  he  would  ask,  would 
be  exhibited  to  the  world,  if  we  shmld  acknowledge 
Texas  as  an  independent  nation,  which  derives  all  ita 
claim  to  independence,  and  almost  even  to  existence, 
from  ourselves — whose  battles  are  fought  by  us,  whose 
ships  are  supplied  by  us,  and  who  derive  all  their  means 
and  resources  from  us?  It  would  be  rather  acknowledg- 
ing ourselves  as  independent  masters  of  a  country  which 
yet  we  recognise  by  treaty  as  appertaining  to  Mexico. 
With  respect  to  annexation,  he  (Mr.  H.)  could  only 
speak  for  himself.  He  knew  not  what  was  the  opinion 
of  the  North;  but  be  sincerely  hoped,  and  firmly  believedi 


that  the  North  would  have  but  one  unanimous  opinion 
in  opposition  to  any  such  annexation,  whenever  it  should 
be  contemplated.  He  (Mr.  H)  hoped  we  sbouM  never 
annex  another  foot  to  the  territorry  of  the  United  States, 
whether  to  alave  Statea  or  not.  We  already  had  suf- 
ficient territory;  and,  if  there  was  any  thing  to  regret 
in  regard  to  that  matter,  it  waa  that  we  already  had  too 
much. 

Mr.  WHITE  thought  that  it  could  be  denied  by  no 
one  that  Texas  had  organized  a  regular  Government. 
He  differed  from  the  honorable  gentleman  [Mr.  Hoab] 
in  his  view  of  this  matter,  and  thought  our  tacred  honor 
was  pledged  to  recognise  Texas.  When  Mexico  vas 
recognised  by  the  United  States,  she  (Mexico)  wm  not 
in  such  a  good  condition  as  Texas  now  is.  Her  Govern* 
mcnt  was  not  so  well  organized;  her  independent  exiit- 
ence  was  not  so  well  aasured;  and  yet  we  did  not  then 
hesitate  to  recognise  her.  Much  more,  therefore,  now 
ought  the  independence  of  Texas  to  be  recognised. 

Mr.  W.  B.  SHEPARD  asked  the  gentjeman  from 
South  Carolina  to  accept  the  following  roodificatidn  of 
his  amendment: 

"  Whenever  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall 
receive  satisfactory  evidence  that  Texas  is  an  independ- 
ent Power,  and  that  it  is  expedient  to  appoint  such  s 
minister." 

Mr.  SHEPARD  said  he  moved  the  Amendment  be- 
cause  he  thought  it  the  most  correct  and  proper  mode 
of  attaining  the  object  which  the  gentleman  fromSoalb 
Carolina  as  well  as  himself  deaired.  Mr.  S.  was  un- 
willing to  do  any  thing  which  would  seem  ungenerous 
towards  the  neighboring  republic  of  Mexico,  or  abxh 
would  widen  the  breach  which  now  exists  between  this 
country  and  Mexico.  There  ia  not  sufficient  evidence 
before  this  House  to  act  underatandingly  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  precipitancy  might  be  of  no  aid  to  Texas,  and 
finally  involve  ua  in  war  with  Mexico.  Mr.  S.  said  he 
would  not  yield  to  the  gentleman  in  kind  feelings  to- 
wards the  people  of  Texas,  but  be  wished  to  make  his 
good  feelings  efficient  and  productive  of  good. 

[Here  Mr.  Thompsoh  accepted  the  amendment  as 
part  of  his  proposition;  and  Mr.  S.  said  he  wss  satisfied.] 

Mr.  CAMDUELENG  remarked  that  the  phraseology 
of  the  amendment  involved  an  incongruity,  as  it  vst 
now  modified,  inasmuch  aa  tbe  first  branch  set  furththat 
••  Texas"  was  an  "  independent  republic,"  and  the  sec- 
ond left  the  *<  evidence"  of  that  fact  to  the  "  satisfaction 
of  the  President,  and  limited  hia  sending  tbe  agent  (o 
that  fact. 

Mr.  MERCER  moved  to  strike  out  tbe  words  "  the 
independent  republic  of." 

The  CHAIR  ruled  the  motion  to  be  out  of  order. 

Mr^  THCMPSON  would  compromise  the  difference 
between  gentlemen,  and  modify  the  amendmeot  by 
striking  out  the  word  *'  independent." 

After  some  conversation  between  Messrs.  HOARi 
THOMPSON,  and  CAMBRELENG,  the  question  was 
taken  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Thoxpsoh,  as  modi- 
fied, and  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  121,  xiAysJo. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  Comffl:!- 
tee  of  the  Whole  was  sgreed  to. 

The  amendment  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  as 
amended,  was  concurred  in,  and  the  whole  appropria- 
tion was  increased  to  meet  the  charge  involved  in  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  HARLAN  then  proposed,  aaan  amendment » to  add 
to  the  amendment  which  bad  been  carried,  a  clause  pro- 
viding for  the  expenses  of  running  the  boundary  im^ 
between  the  United  Statea  and  Texas. 

Mr.  HARDIN  said,  in  the  treaty  of  1819  between  the 
United  States  and  Spain,  and  in  tbe  more  recent  treaty 
with  Mexico,  the  boundary  line  in  question  bad  been  ac* 
curately  defined.     Surveyors  were  to  have  been  »P' 
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pointed  both  by  the  United  Statea  and  Mexico,  for  the 
purpose  of  runnings  (he  line  which  had  thus  been  de- 
fined in  the  treaty  referred  to,  but,  to  (he  present  day, 
this  line  bad  never  been  run.  The  reason  which,  at 
the  time  the  first  treaty  was  made,  interposed  to  pre- 
vent the  execution  of  this  business,  according  to  the 
treaty,  waa,  that  at  that  very  period  Mexico  was  in  a 
atate  of  revolt  against  the  mother  country,  and  it  was 
evident  that  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty,  as  regarded 
this  boundary  line,  could  only  be  carried  into  effect 
with  ilic  Government  which  held  defatto  the  sovereign- 
ty of  the  territory  through  which  the  line  must  run. 

After  the  independence  of  Mexico  was  recognised  by 
the  United  States,  and  the  same  article  of  the  treaty  was 
renewed  in  a  treaty  made  between  Mexico  and  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  still  the  stipulations  of  that  treaty  have, 
from  various  delays,  not  been  carried  into  execution. 
lie  (Mr.  H.)  now  wished  to  inquire,  what  power  had 
we  to  send  commissionera  there,  for  the  purpose  of 
running  this  boundary  line?  With  whom  were  our 
commissioners  to  act?  What  Government  is  defado  in 
the  territory  adjoining  the  United  States'  What  Gov- 
ernment is  at  this  moment  in  the  exercise  of  sovereign- 
ty over  the  territory  in  question?  Is  it  Mexico,  or  is  it 
Texas?  He  (Mr.  H.)  would  not  hesitate  to  say  that  it 
was  Texas,  because  Texas  has  defado  full  control  over 
that  territory,  where  her  power  and  authority  is  in  full 
operation.  Such  being  the  eaae,  how  can  we  at  this 
time  undertake  to  send  commissioners  to  run  this  bound- 
ary line,  when  the  Government  with  whom  the  treaty 
was  naade  for  this  object  is  no  longer  master  of  the  coun- 
try, and  when  we  have  no  treaty  for  this  purpose  with 
that  Government  which  is  defado  in  possession  of  the 
territory?  From  these  considerations,  he  (Mr.  II.)  felt 
bound  to  oppose  the  amendment  of  bis  honorable  col- 
league, [Mr.  Harlait.]  When  the  independence  of 
Texas  ia  acknowledged  by  the  United  States,  and  nego* 
t  tat  ions  for  this  specific  object  shall  have  been  entered 
int',  then  (but  not  till  then)  would  be  the  time  to  send 
commissioners  to  run  the  boundary  line. 

But  the  Government  of  the  United  States  appeared 
unwilling  to  step  into  the  struggle  between  Texas  and 
Mexico,  and  intended  to  leave  (nem  as  they  are.  Fur 
his  own  part,  if  it  was  left  to  him,  (Mr.  H.,)  he  would 
recognise  Texas  at  the  moment  she  maintained  her  sov- 
ereignty, for  her  territory  was  large  enough  to  consti- 
tute a  separate  and  a  great  empire.  She  possessed 
more  territory  .than  Portugal  or  than  Holland;  less,  it 
mig^ht  be,  than  Spain  and  France,  but  certainly  more 
than  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  Thus  her  territory  waa 
large  enough  to  form  an  independent  nation;  and,  as  to 
her  Government,  that  also  was  organized  and  in  full 
operation,  as  much  as  was  tlie  Government  of  these 
United  States.  He  (Mr.  H.)  thought,  therefore,  we 
ou};ht  not  to  wait  to  make  this  recognition  until  Mexico 
consented  to  the  act.  In  our  own  case,  France  ac- 
knowledged our  independence  four  years  before  Great 
Britain  abandoned  her  pretensions  over  us;  and,  at  a 
posterior  period,  we  ourselves  recognised  the  repub- 
lican Governnfient  of  .France,  when  all  Europe  wss  in 
arms  against  her,  refusing'to  acknowledge  her,  and  as- 
ferting,  sword  in  hand,  the  claims  of  that  worn-down 
family  of  Bourbons.  Also,  in  after  periods  of  the  French 
revolution,  we  acknowledged,  from  time  to  time,  the 
diiTerent  Governments  to  which  France  was  subjected; 
and  why?    Because  they  were  Governments  defado, 

Mr.  H.  then  concluded  by  moving  to  strike  out  the 
appropriation  for  running  the  boundary  line,  because 
we  could  not  run  the  line  with  Mexico  while  Texas  was 
in  possession  of  the  country. 

Mr.  HOWARD  briefly  replied,  explaining  the  pro- 
visions of  (he  treaty,  and  urging  the  necessity  for  the 
items  proposed. 
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Mr.  Haroiic's  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  a  proviso  to  the  clause,  that  the 
commissioners  ahould  be  appointed  by  the  President,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.  Agreed 
to. 

The  original  amendment,  as  amended,  was  concur- 
red in. 

The  amendment  moved  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
by  Mr.  Stobbr,  for  a  medal  to  Morgan  Neville,  was 
agreed  to;  and  the  amendment  moved  therein  by  Mr. 
jARvia,  for  filling  the  four  panela  in  the  rotundo  of 
the  Capitol  with  historical  paintings,  was  concurred  in . 

VIRGINIA  BOUNTY  LANDS. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Virginis,  offered  the  following 
amendment  to  the  bill: 

'*  And  be  ii  further  enaded.  That  four  hundred  thou- 
sand acres  of  land  shall  be,  and  the  aame  is  hereby,  ap- 
propriated, to  satisfy  military  bounty  land  warranta  issu- 
ed, or  to  be  issued,  by  the  State  of  Virginia  and  by  the 
United  States,  or  either  of  them,  on  account  of  services 
in  the  revolutionary  war,  to  include  warrants  not  here- 
tofore satisfied  in  full;  which  scrip  shall  be  received  at 
the  several  land  offices  of  the  United  States,  in  (he 
manner  and  for  the  purposes  provided  in  the  laws  here- 
tofore passed  authorizing  the  issuing  of  certificates  of 
scrip  in  satisfaction  of  warrants  for  similar  services." 

Mr.  J.  addrea^icd  the  Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker;  I  regret  the  existence  of  a  state  of  things 
which  would  seem  to  call  upon  me  to  tax  the  time  and 
the  patience  of  this  House,  while  I  attempt,  in  a  very 
few  remarks,  to  assign  some  of  the  reasons  which  have 
influenced  me  in  offering  the  amendment  which  is  now 
pending.  Before  I  proceed  further,  I  beg  leave  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact  that  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Public  Lands,  composed  as  it  is  of  some  of 
the  most  experienced  and  vigilant  members  of  this 
House,  after  having  given  to  the  subject  that  calm  de- 
liberation which  its  importance  demands,  have  reported 
a  bill,  which  is  now  in  nrogress  in  this  House,  appropri- 
ating 500,000  acres  of  Tand  to  satisfy  the  varioiia  claims 
yet  due  to  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Virginia  line  and 
upon  continentsl  establishment.  Entertaining  a  belief 
that,  from  the  quantum  of  business  before  us,  that  bill 
cannot  be  reached  during  the  present  session,  and  feel- 
ing the  great  injustice  that  will  be  done  to  the  holders 
of  those  warrants  by  further  delay,  I  have  been  induced 
to  move  the  amendment  now  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Speaker,  in  urging  this  subject  on  the  attention 
of  Congress  at  this  time,  let  it  be  distinctly  understood 
that  we  come  not  here  to  solicit  a  boon  from  your  gene- 
rosity; we  come  not  here  to  moot  a  new  and  doubtful 
queMion;  but  we  come  with  unshaken  confidence,  and 
ask  you  in  strict  justice  to  discharge  in  good  faith  those 
obligations  which,  from  a  aense  of  justice,  you  have  vol- 
untarily assumed  and  bound  the  Governipent  to  pay. 
What  is  it  that  Virginia  asks  at  your  hands^  Is  it  to  in- 
demnify ner  lor  the  blood  and  treasure  so  lavishly  pour- 
ed out  and  expended  upon  the  altar  of  liberty  during 
the  revolutionary  struggle?  No,  sir;  these  were  gene- 
rously and  patriotically  made  in  common  with  her  sister 
States,  the  blessings  and  benefiU  of  which  continue  to 
be  enjoyed  by  all,  and  which  are  above  all  price.  Sir, 
she  comes,  and,  with  becoming  deference,  asks  you  to 
discharge  a  debt  adjudicated,  defined,  and  settled,  so 
far  as  principle  is  concerned,  and  for  the  payment  of 
which  she  holds  you  bound,  duly  executed,  and  ac- 
knowledged, by  the  varioua  departments  of  this  Govern- 
ment. I  would  say,  with  due  deference  to  the  opinion 
of  the  gentleman  opposed  to  this  amendment,  that  his 
effort  to  prove  that  the  claim  ought  not  to  be  paid  is 
made  too  late— the  day  has  gone  by— the  Government 
has  generously  and  magnanimously  assumed  the  debt; 
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and  the  only  question  which  reouiinf  For  this  House  to 
decide  is,  hit  she  dischsrji^ed  in  good  faith  the  whole 
•mount  of  the  debt  which  she  has  agreed  and  bound 
herself  to  psy.^  Sir,  if  I  can  keep  the  attention  of  this 
House,  I  think  I  can  demonstrate  that  she  has  not{  that 
a  portion  of  this  debt  remains  unpaid;  that  it  is  now 
duei  and  that  every  consideration  of  justice  and  patri- 
otism calU  upon  us  to  discbarge  it,  and  to  discharge  it 
now. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  said,  by  gentlemen  opposed  to  this 
bill,  that  the  cltim  set  up  by  Virginia  has  been  settled 
to  an  amount  far  beyond  that  which  was  anticipated, 
and  therefore  it  ought  not  to  be  paid.  Sir,  has  not  the 
list  of  pensioners,  under  the  several  pension  acts,  swel- 
led fur  above  the  estimate  made  by  the  best  calculators, 
and  based,  too,  upon  the  best  data  which  the  times 
afford?  As  well  might  genilemen  contend  that,  for  that 
reason  alone,  the  laws  should  immediately  cease  to  ope- 
rate, and  that  the  small  pittance  allowed  to  the  war- 
worn soldier  should  be  withheld,  and  that  the  remnant 
of  that  veteran  band  should  be  doomed  to  pass  over  the 
short  but  rugged  path  which  remains  between  him  and 
the  grave  in  penury  and  want. 

But,  sir,  I  deny  thst  the  claim  has  been  thus  settled 
above  the  estimate  made  by  a  board  of  commissioners, 
who  assembled  to  adjust  and  settle  the  claims  of  the 
respective  States  with  the  United  States,  as  early  as  the 
^^ar  ir93.  By  reference  to  estimates  there  exhibited. 
It  Will  be  found  that  there  were  in  the  service  of  Vir- 
ginia no  less  than  twenty-one  regiments,  v>z:  sixteen  on 
continental  establishment,  three  of  the  S'ste  line  proper, 
and  two  called  the  western  regiment^  besides  those  en- 
gsged  in  the  navy,  which  amounted  to  some  twenty  or 
twenty.five  vessels.  Computing  the  number  at  five 
hundred  to  each  regiment,  which  is  Relieved  to  be  below 
the  proper  estimate,  and  the  number  of  persons  entitled 
to  land  bounty  would  be  found  to  exceed  eleven  thou- 
a4nd,  all  of  whom  were  entitled,  under  the  various  laws 
of  Virginia,  passed  previous  to  the  act  of  1781,  which 
ceded  to  the  United  States  the  Horthwest  Territory.  I 
will  not  detain  the  House  by  referring  to  the  several  acts 
of  Virginia  relating  to  bounty  lands,  further  than  to  re- 
mark that,  upon  a  reference  to  them,  it  will  clearly 
appear  that  there  was  a  most  solemn  engagement,  on 
the  part  of  the  States,  to  remunerate  her  officers  and 
soldiers,  as  also  her  seamen,  in  lands,  of  which  she  pos- 
sessed an  abundance.  From  the  peculiar  and  exposed 
situation  which  Virginia  occupied  during  that  arduous 
and  eventful  struggle,  hhe  was  imperiously  called  upon  to 
put  in  requisition  all  her  means  to  meet  the  impending 
danger.  She  not  only  promptly  furnished  her  quota  of 
men  and  money  on  continental  establishment,  as  is  well 
attested  by  her  brilliant  victories,  attained  in  diflTcr- 
ent  and  distant  parts  of  this  Union?  but,  in  order  to 
guard  her  distant  limits  of  her  own  territory,  she  pu&hed 
her  victories  into  the  far  Wes»,  thereby  extending  her 
frontier  to  an  immeasurable  distance,  which  could  only 
be  defended  by  a  large  military  force.  What,  I  would 
ask,  were  her  pecuniary  means?  Without  commerce  or 
fiscal  resources,  without  money  or  credit — for,  like  the 
debtor  whose  pecuniary  embarrassments  render  him  des- 
perate, she  bad  approached  the  verge  of  bankruptcy, 
and  invofved  herself  almost  beyond  the  hope  of  redemp- 
tion. What  were  her  means  for  sustaining  the  conlesi? 
1  answer,  it  was  her  vast  Western  domain {  and,  in  the 
very  nature  of  things,  it  was  well  understood  by  the 
State  and  the  soldier  that  the  fulfilment  of  the  promised 
reward  depended  entirely  on  the  successful  termination 
of  the  conteati  and  hence  it  became  necessary  to  prom- 
ise a  liberal  reward  in  Western  lands,  in  order  to  fill  her 
ranks,  and  to  induce  her  soldiers  to  persevere  in  a  con- 
test which,  to  say  the  least,  was  of  doubtful  issue. 

1  have  said  that  Virginia  had  in  the  service  twenty-one 


regiments,  consiating  of  five  hundred  each,  which,  added 
to  her  marine  and  naval  force,  amounted  to  at  least 
eleven  thousand  men,  to  whom  she  promised  bounty 
lands;  and,  to  prove  this,  1  beg  leave  to  send  to  the 
Clerk's  table  a  statement  from  General  Portcriield,  ind 
the  corroborating  statement  from  the  late  Chief  Juitioe 
Marshall,  which  atatement*  were^made  as  early  u  1793, 
by  those  distinguished  individuals,  whose  important  ler* 
vices,  and  intimate  knowledge  of  all  that  sppertained  to 
the  movements  of  the  whole  country,  but  more  pirticu* 
larly  of  Virginia,  place  their  statements  beyond  tbehiz- 
ard  of  contradiction: 

"^SVTSXBEB  16, 1833. 

'*  Taking  into  consideration  the  number  of  officers 
and  soldiers  who  died  in  the  service^  and  thereby  bectme 
entitled  to  land  bounty  from  Virginia,  the  number  vbo 
served  three  years,  and  thereby  became  entitled,  and 
the  number  who  were  entitled  for  services  to  the  end  of 
the  war,  1  think  it  probable  there  were  a  thousind  to 
each  regiment  who  were  so  entitled;  but  I  state  the 
opinion  with  confidence,  that  there  were  at  Uait  five 
hundred.  ROBERT  PORTEAFIELD. 

•'Teste:    THOJfi.8  Gbmh." 

•<  DtcsvBiB  8, 1634. 

•<  I  should  not  think  there  were  a  thousand  to  each 
regiment  entitled  to  land  bounty;  but  the  number  can* 
not,  I  think,  have  been  short  of  five  hundred.  I  allude 
to  the  regiments  actually  raited  in  the  Virginia  line  os 
continental  establishment. 

•<J.  MARSHALL." 

Then,  sir,  taking  this  proposi  tion  ss  granted,  (and  1 
think  it  will  not  be  contested,  even  by  the  gentlemtn 
from  New  Jersey, )  and  how  does  the  account  lUnd? 
From  a  statement  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  it  appeal 
that,  on  the  16th  of  December,  1834^  the  number  of 
warrants  issued  was  6,146;  and  thst  subsequent  tothit, 
and  up  to  the  present  time,  the  additional  mimber  is 
600,  which,  together,  mskes  6,746;  which,  deducted 
from  11,000,  leaves  a  balance  of  4,254  warrants  due  to 
Virginia  from  the  United  States;  which,  admitting  them 
all  to  be  due  to  private  soldiers,  at  300  acres  each, 
would  require  an  sppropriation  of  650,000  acres  to  cover 
the  claim  of  Virginia  alone;  and  if  we  add  to  this  the 
fact  that  many  of  those  claimants  were  officers,  and  en- 
titled to  a  much  larger  Quantity  than  is  the  soldier  of 
the  line,  and  the  further  fact  of  the  deficiency  of  10  per 
cent,  deducted  from  claimants  under  a  former  appropri- 
ation, which  alone  amounts  to  about  74,000  acres,  and  it 
will  be  found  that  there  remains  due  to  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia alone  a  much,  larger  quantity  of  land  than  that 
proposed  in  the  amendment  which  I  have  offered.  But, 
air,  assuming  the  ground  that  a  large  number  never  can 
be  established  at  this  late  day,  and  that  others  never 
will  be  claimed,  it  is  confidently  believed  that  the 
amount  now  proposed  will  be  sufficient  to  cover  fcU  th« 
claims  for  bounty  lands  growing  out  of  the  revolutionary 
war. 

But  it  is  said  that  the  claimants  have  failed  to  prose- 
cute their  claims  in  due  time;  that,  having  defcired  their 
prosecution  for  half  a  century,  it  n  prima  facte  evidence 
that  they  are  not  well  founded.  To  this  I  answer,  th*< 
the  claimants  are  not  in  fault;  but  that  they  have  been 
tied  down  and  deprived  of  their  rights  during  that  pr«j 
tracted  period  by  the  action  of  the  Government,  sod 
have  never  ceased  to  urge  their  claims  »t  all  tij»5|^ 
whrn  a  ray  of  hope  was  presented.  As  early  as  ire** 
an  attempt  was  made  to  survey  the  lands  in  the  (nili(*7, 
district  in  Kentucky;  but,-air,  they  found  them  in  poj* 
session  of  the  Indians,  by  whom  they  were  claimed. 
Upon  representing  those  facts  to  the  Governor  of  V  ir- 
ginia,  he  issued  his  proclsmstion  in  the  following  y^*U 
by  which  he  suspended  the  surveys  and  therchy  pr«- 
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Tented  the  officers  and  soldiers  from  takinp^  possession  of 
their  land — their  promised  reward,  and  with  which  they 
would  have  been  entirely  satisfied.     What  next«  sir?  At 
the  treaty  of  H««pewell,  made  in  1786,  the  whole  of  the 
coantry  beloW  the  Tennessee  river  was  guarantied  to 
the  Indiansi  the  provisions  of  which  treaty  continued 
m  force  until  the  year  1818,  when  the  Indian  title  was 
eztingutahed;   after    whxh,    we    all  know,   Kentucky 
would  not  permit  the  soldier  to  locate  his  warrant.     Sir, 
the  above  rocts  are  abundantly  sustained  by  documenta- 
ry evidence,  and  go  to  prove,  beyond  the  shadow  of  a 
doubt,  that  their  claims  have  been  deferred  by  the  ac- 
tioii  of  the  Government,  over  which  the  claimants  had  no 
control,  from  the  )eAr  t784  to  1818|  had  it  been  other- 
vise,  the  claimants  and  their  heirs  would  not  have  been 
supplicating^  at  your  feet  at  this  late  period.     It  is  true 
that  a  number  of  those  claims  have  been  located  upon 
tbe  Northwestern  reserve;  but  it  is  equally  true  that  the 
good  lands  in  the  reserve  between  the  Miami  and  the 
Scioto  rivers  were  very  soon  exhausted,  and  the  remnant 
of  poor  lands  which  remained,  estimated  at  from  5  to  35 
cents  per  acre,  was  indeed  no  compensaticm  at  all,  and 
not  equal  to  the  expense  of  procuring  the  title  papers. 
Vartoua  other  reasons  exist  which  account  for  the  delay, 
amongst  which  I  will  enumerate  only  one  or  two.     The 
first  if,  that  many  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  either  died 
in  the  service  or  were  slain  in  battlej  their  heirs  were 
minors,  and  many  of  them  settled  in  the  Western  wilds, 
remote  from  the  seat  of  Government;  and,  with  little 
neans  of  information,  they  did  ndt  know  that  they  were 
entitled.     Others,  more  fortunately  situated  and  better 
informed,  did  not  deem  it  wor(h  their  attention;  while 
another  class,  who  attempted  to  prosecute  these  claims, 
were  unable  to  establish  them,  in  consequence  of  the 
k>ss  of  the  rolls  and  documentary  evidence,  which  had 
been  unfortunately  mialaid,  and  was  not  recovered  until 
1832.     Thia  document  contained  much  useful  informa- 
tion, supplied  a  vacuum  in  the  testimony,  and  once  more 
revived  the  loAg-deferred  hopes  of  the  war-worn  sol- 
dier.    But,  aays  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  who 
stepped  aside  the  other  day  from  a  vecy  earneat  argu- 
ment on  a  private  claim,  to  give  us  a  learned  'disquisition 
upon  the  land  laws  of  Virginia,  the  reservation  made  by 
Virg'inia,  in  her  deed  of  cession,  applied  only  to  those 
reginsentf  engaged  in  the  conquest  of  the  British  posts 
of  Raskasktas  and  8t.  Vincent,  and  other  troops  upon 
tbe  continental  establishment.     Sir,  though  I  admit  the 
words  **  opon  her  own  State  establishment"  have  been 
omitted  in  the  deed  of  cession,  yet  it  is  clearly  proved,  by 
William  U.  Herring  and  others,  that  these  words  were 
omitted  by  clerical  error  in  copying  the  original  resolu* 
tion  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  on  tbe  3d  Jan- 
oary,  1781;  which  resolution  contains^the  words  *'upon 
her  own  State  establishment,"  and  which  I  ask  tbe  Clerk 
to  read: 

'*  That  in  case  the  quantity  of  the  good  lands  on  the 
southeast  side  of  the  Ohio,  upon  the  waters  of  the  Cum- 
berland river,  and  between  the  Green  river  and  tbe 
Tennessee  river,  which  have  been  reserved  by  the  law 
for  the  Virginia  troops  upon  the  continental  establish- 
ment and  upon  her  own  State  establishment,  should 
(from  the  North  Carolina  line  bearing  in  further  upon 
the  Cumberland  land*,  those  were  excepted)  prove  in- 
sufficient for  their  legal  bount'ie%  the  deficiency  shall  be 
made  up  to  the  said  troops  in  good  lands,  to  be  laid  off 
between  the  rivers  Scotoand  Little  Miami,  on  the  north- 
west side  of  the  Ohio  river,  in  such  proportions  as  have 
been  engaged  to  them  by  the  laws  of  Virginia.*' 

Tbos,  sir,  it  is  shown,  most  obviously,  that  Virginia  in- 
fended  to  make  ample  provision  for  all  her  troops;  and 
although  the  fastidious  economist  may  tax  his  ingenuity 
to  husband  a  dollar,  and  the  technical  lawyer,  by  his 
special  pleading  and  Torensic  eloquence,  may  attempt  to 


induce  the  Honse  to  avail  itself  of  advsntages  growing 
out  of  a  limited  and  narrow  construction,  or  clerical  er- 
rors, yet  I  cannot  believe  that  those  efforts  can  be  made 
available  when  addressed  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States.  Sir,  will  any  gentleman  believe,  who  has  made 
himself  scquainted  with  the  policy  pursued  by  Virginia 
in  regard  to  her  troops,  the  liberal  course  of  legislation, 
and  the  fatherly  care  with  which  she  watched  over  their 
interest,  that  abe  would  in  a  moment,  as  it  were,  have 
forgotten  all  the  sacred  pledges  made  to  her  soldiers,  and 
that,  too,  when  about  to  divest  herself  of  all  her  vast  and. 
incalculable  means?  Sir,  she  did  not  design  to  do  it,  and 
the  records  of  the  day  prove  it.  But,  Mr.  Speaker,  sup- 
pose, if  you  please,  that  I  am  wrong  in  this  position;  and 
that  Virginia,  in  her  great  anxiety  to  promote  the  general 
interest,  at  a  period  of  doubtful  issue  and  awful  hazard, 
when  our  lacerated  country  was  bleeding  at  every  pore; 
suppose,  I  say,  that  she  did  omit  to  make  provision  for 
her  soldiers  on  State  eatabirshment,  is  this  the  time  to 
urge  those  quibbles?  Has  not  Congress  long  since 
adjudicated  and  settled  that  question,  by  a  payment  of 
all  but  a  remnant  of  the  claim,  and  that,  too,  at  a  time 
when  our  Treasury  was  embarrassed  and  our  country  in 
debt?  Are  we  now  to  be  told,  at  the  time  when  the 
country  is  prosperous  beyond  all  example,  with  our 
Treasury  overflowing  by  the  proceeds  of  those  very 
lands  which  w^re  generously  surrendered  by  Virginia  as 
a  sacrifice  upon  the  altar  of  her  country,  are  we  now  to 
be  told  that  the  whole  course  of  legislation  on  this  sub- 
ject has  been  woong;  that  the  pledged  faith  of  the  na. 
tion  is  to  be  forfeited,  the  claims  of  Virginia  rejected, 
and  the  last  hope  of  her  soldiers  annihilated?  If  so,  we 
have  indeed  fallen  upon  unpropitious  times.  Sir,  it  was 
the  army  of  Virginia,  commanded  by  General  Clarke, 
that  secured  to  us  the  Western  country;  by  Ihe  capture 
of  the  British  pors  at  Kaskaskias  and  St.  Vincent  the 
way  was  opened  which  led  to  the  far  Weat,  to  that 
country  the  territories  of  which  extend  from  the  Alle- 
ghanies  to  Oregon,  and  from  the  Lakes  to  the  C^lf  of 
Mexico— a  country  coilibioing  advantages  of  soil,  cli- 
mate, mineral  wealth,  and  commercial  facilities',  une- 
qualled by  any  known  to  civilized  man;  the  proceeds 
arising  from  the  sales  uf  which  have  already  swelled  tbe 
amount  in  your  Treasury  to  an  extent  which,  according 
to  the  theory  of  some  gentlemen,  endangers  the  very  ex- 
istence of  our  political  system.  Sir,  I  repeat  that  this  coun- 
try was  conquered,  inch  by  inch,  by  the  Virginia  troops, 
a  remnant  of  whom  still  linger  on  the  brink  of  the  grave, 
and  ask  you  to  attend  to  their  long-deferred  claims*  I 
will  only  add,  in  conclusion,  that  if  aught  is  done  for 
them,  it  should  be  done  quickly;  the  ravaeinp;  hand  of 
time  waits  not  upon  the  tardy  movements  of  this  Legisla- 
ture. Almost  every  newspaper  received  announces  the 
fall  of  some  one  of  these  old  veterans,  and  every  such  an- 
nouncement is  but  tbe  record  of  a  nation's  ingratitude. 
While  we  are  engaged  in  a  mercenary  scramble  for  the 
surplus  revenue,  and  a  dividend  of  the  public  lands,  we 
permit  the  war-worn  veteran,  at  the  expense  of  whose 
blood  the  treasure  wss  acquired,  to  pass  down  to  the 
grave,  unwept,  unhonored,  and  unsung.  Sir,  could  the 
traditions  of  those  days  be  developed,  could  the  story 
be  now  told,  we  would  bear  of  scenes  of  thrilling  inter- 
est, and  disinterested  chivalry,  which  would  place  in  the 
shade  many  of  those  acts  of  heroism  on  the  part  of  our 
country,  at  the  recital  of  which  every  bosom  is  warmed 
with  pride  for  our  country  and  gratitude  for  our  sol- 
diers. 

Mr.  CHAP  IN  now  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  STOKER  inquired  if  the  effect  of  the  previous 
question  would  cut  off  all  his  amendments. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  it  would  cut  off  all  amend- 
ments except  those  which  bad  been  ingrafted  on  the 
1  bill  by  the  House. 
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The  demand  for  the  previotia  question  was  seconded 
by  the  House:  Yeas  60,  nays  65. 

The  question  recurring  upon  ordering  the  main  ques- 
tion to  be  put, 

Mr.  VINTON  inquired  of  the  Chair  the  effect  bf  this 
motion  being  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  CHAIR  replied,  that  if  the  House  refused  to  or- 
der the  main  question  to  be  put,  it  would  put  the  sub- 
ject from  before  the  House  for  this  day. 

Mr.  STORCR  and  Mr.  HAWES  severally  asked  for 
the  yeas  and  nays,  but  the  House  refused  to  order  them; 
and  the  question  was  carried,  without  a  division;  and  the 
bill  was  (hen  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading 
this  day. 

CUMBEKLAND  ROAD. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CORWIN,  the  committee  took  up 
the  bill  to  provide  for  continuing  the  construction  and 
for  the  repair  of  certain  roads,  and  for  other  purposes, 
during  the  year  1837. 

.The  bill  having  been  read  through,  Mr.  CORWIN 
proposed  a  substitute;  which  the  committee  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CRARY  moved,  as  an  additional  aection,  an 
amendment  providing  for  the  payment  to  the  proper  au- 
thorities of  the  State  of  Michigan  of  the  sum  of  live  per 
cent,  on  tlie  nett  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  (he  public 
lands  lying  in  the  said  State,  from  the  1st  of  November, 
1835,  to  the  Ist  of  November,  1836,  to  be  applied  to  the 
completion  of  public  roads,  &c. 

Aher  aome  remarks  from  Messrs.  CRARYand  YIN- 
TON,  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  CRANE  moved,  as  ao  additional  section,  an 
amendment  providing  that  the  construction  of  (he  said 
road  should  be  placed  under  the  direction  of  the  board 
of  public  works  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  with  power  to 
change  the  location  of  the  said  road  in  certain  places. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  CRANE,  LANE, 
and  CORWIN,  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  KENNON  moved  an  amendment,  as  an  additional 
aectidfk,  appropriating  $150,000  for  building  a  bridge, 
&c.,  across  the  Ohio  river,  at  Wheeling,  to  connect  the 
said  road  in  the  States  of  Virginia  and  Ohio;  such  bridge 
not  to  be  erected  till  it  has  been  ascertained,  by  compe- 
tent engineers,  that  the  navigation  of  said  river  would 
not  be  obstructed  thereby. 

The  subject  was  debated  by  Messrs.  KENNON,  HAR- 
DIN, MERCER,  DENNY,  and  VINTON. 

Pending  the  question, 

The  hour  of  three  having  arrived,  the  House  took  a 
recess. 

Evsmira  Sxasiov. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  Engrossed 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic 
expenses  of  the  Government  fur  the  year  1837,  having 
been  read  a  third  time,  and  the  question  being  on  its 
final  passage — 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  (he  state  of  the  Union, 
with  instructions  to  strike  ovtthe  following:  *'  Provided, 
That  (he  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  authorized  to  ex- 
tend to  collectors  at  such  other  ports  where  a  surplus  of 
^emoluments  has  been  accounted  for  and  paid  into  the 
'Treasury  in  1833,  the  privilege  granted  to  the  collector 
of  New  York,  to  take  effect  from  the  same  period,  of 
distributing  among  their  clerks  the  surplus  fees." 

Af\er  aome  remarka  from  Messrs.  CAVE  JOHNSON, 
CAMBRELENG,  and  A.  H.  SUEPPERD, 

Mr.  HAYNES  demanded  the  previous  question;  which 
was  seconded:  Yeas  82,  nays  49. 

And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  put. 

And  the  main  question,  being  on  the  final  passage  of 
the  bill,  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative.  So 
the  bill  pasied . 


CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

The  House  then  again  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Phillips  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide  for  continuing  the 
Cumberland  road  in  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and 
Illinois,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  amendment  pending  was  an  appropriation  of 
$150,000  for  the  erection  of  a  bridge,  on  the  line  ofnid 
road,  across  the  Ohio,  at  Wheeling,  moved,  as  an  addi- 
tional section,  by  Mr.  Kinvos;  and, 

Afler  some  remarka  from  Messrs.  VINTON,  CHAM- 
BERS of  Pennsylvania,  STORER,  MASON  of  Ohio, 
VANDBRPOEL,  KENNON,  HARDIN,  and  DENNY, 
the  amendment  waa  disagreed  to,  without  a  division. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  moved  an  amendment,  having  refer- 
ence to  the  location  of  the  road  from  Springfield,  Ohio, 
to  Richmond,  Indiana,  through  Dayton  and  Eaton,  Ohio, 
and  addressed  the  committee  at  aoptie  length  in  support 
of  the  proposed  route;  when  the  amendment  was  disa 
greed  to. 

Mr.  CORWIN  moved  (he  utual  provision,  that  the 
ezpenditurea  for  said  road  should  be  deducted  frotn  the 
two  per  cent,  fund  of  the  Statea  through  which  it  pass 
ea.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  GRAVES  moved  an  amendment  making  an  ap 
propriation  of  f  230,000  for  the  purchase  of  the  Louis 
ville  and  Portland  canal,  and  addressed  the  Houie  at 
some  length  in  aupport  of  the  amendment  { when  it  was 
disagreed  to. 

Mr.  MARTIN  moved  an  amendment  providing  that 
the  two  per  cent,  fund  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales 
of  public  lands  In  Alabama  shall  be  hereafter  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Legialature  of  said  State. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  MARTIN  and  CHAP- 
MAN in  its  support,  the  amendment  waa  disagreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside,  to  be  reported  to  the 
Houses 

WEST  POINT  ACADEMY. 

The  committee  then  took  up  the  bill  to  provide  for 
the  aupport  of  the  Military  Academy  of  the  United  States 
for  the  yea^  1837. 

Several  verbal  amendmenta  were  made,  on  the  sugges- 
tion of  Mr.  INGERSOLL. 

Mr.  SMITH  moved  to  strike  oat  the  following  appro 
priation,  which,  he  said,  waa  a  new  item  in  the  bilb 

••  For  forty  horaes  for  instruction  in  light  artillery  and 
cavalry  exercises,  $10,000." 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  SMITH,  INGER- 
SOLL, CAMBRELENG,  HAWES,  and  MUNLAP,  ln« 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out 
the  following  item: 

«•  For  the  erection,  as  per  plan,  of  a  building  for  reci- 
tation and  military  exerciaes,  in  addition  to  the  amount 
heretofore  appropriated,  $30,000."  Tbc  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GRANGER  moved  a  reconaideration  of  tlve  vote, 
having  voted  in  favor  of  the  amendment  to  atrikeout  un- 
4cr  an  apprehension  that  the  appropriation  was  fur  a 
different  purpose. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  he  could  not,  in  jeslice  tolhf  conri- 
mittee  and  to  the  country,  consent  to  have  the  remarks 
of  the  honorable  gentlemen  from  New  York  snd  Penn- 
sylvania [Measrs.  CiXBRELVHo  and  iNSsnaoLL]  go  fo^"^ 
without  a  few  words  of  reply,  even  though  it  were  wt< 
in  the  evening,  and  all  of  the  committee  are  anxious  to 
avoid  discussion  upon  thia  and  all  other  subjects.  I  v''" 
be  brief  as  practicable,  and  confine  myscU  to  such  »og- 
gestions  only  as  the  remar^is  of  the  two  gentlemen,  to 
whom  I  have  adverted,  hayc  rendered  absolutely  proper 
to  be  now  made.  . 

And  first,  sir,  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  me 
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Witt  Point  ^eeukmy. 


[H.  or  B. 


commiUee'to  the  pangniph  of  tbis  bill  proposed  to  be 
•triekcn  ouL  It  is  an  approprtation  of  Uiirty  tbousand 
dollars,  in  addition  to  the  amount  already  appropriated, 
for  the  erection  of  a  building  within  which  to  exercise 
and  drill  the  cadets  at  West  Point*  The  gentlemsn  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  IiroiRStiLL]  who  reported  this  bill,  and 
who  never  engag^es  himself  in  any  subject  without  ma- 
kings hifmelf  entire  master  of  alt  its  parts,  will  do  the 
committee  the  justice,  1  trust,  to  inform  them,  when  he, 
shall  next  take  the  floor,  what  the  amount  heretofore 
appropriated  for  this  same  buildings,  in  which  to  exercise 
the  cadets,  actually  has  been;  that,  if  we  decide  on  the 
propriety  of  having  such  a  building,  we  msy  also  know 
bow  much  we  have  heretofore  taken  from  the  public 
Treasury  for  its  erection,  and  to  whst  sum  the  thirty 
tbousand  dollars  now  proposed  will  be  an  addition. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Cam- 
BaxLXHo]  says  this  proposed  building  is  to  protect  the 
cadets  during  the  inclemency  of  the  winter  season,  when 
the  soow  is  from  two  to  six  feet  deep{  and  has  urged 
upon  the  committee  the  extreme  hardship  of  requiring 
the  cadets  to  perform  *their  exercises  in  the  open  air  in 
such  an  inclement  and  cold  region  as  that  where  West 
Point  is  situated.  Sir,  if  the  gentleman  would  extend 
hjs  inquiries  somewhat  further  North  or  East,  he  would 
nod  that  at  points  where  the  winters  are  still  more  in- 
clement than  at  West  Point,  and  where  the  snow  lies  for 
months  in  succession  from  two  to  eight  feet  deep,  a  very 
krge  artd  useful  and  respectable  portion  of  the  citizens 
not  only  incur  the  snows  and  storms  of  winter  by  dsy 
wTthout  workshops  or  buildings  to  protect  them,  but  ac- 
tually pursue  the  business  of  months  amid  such  snows 
and  storms,  without  a  roof,  or  board,  or  so  much  as  a 
shingle  to  cover  and  protect  them  by  either  day  or  night, 
and  do  not  dream  of  murmuring.  But,  forsooth,  the 
young  cadet  at  West  Point,  who  goes  there  to  acquire 
an  education  fur  himself,  who  is  clothed  and  fed,  and 
even  paid  for  his  time,  by  the  Government  while  ac- 
quiring bis  education,  cannot  endure  the  atmosphere  of 
West  Point,  without  a  magnificent  building  to  shield  him 
during  the  few  hours  in  the  week,  while  in  the  act  of 
being  drilled,  as  part  of  his  education!  The  Government 
is  called  upon  to  appropriate  thirty  thousand  dollars,  in 
addition  to  what  has  already  been  appropriated  for  the 
purpose,  to  protect  the  young  cadet,  who'  is  preparing 
to  be  a  soldier,  against  this  temporary  and  yet  most  sal- 
utary exposure,  as  I  esteem  it.  Sir,  is  Congress  prepared 
thus  to  pamper  the  effeminacy  of  these  young  gentle- 
men, at  such  an  expense,  too,  upon  the  public  Treasury? 
Is  it  not  enough  to  educate  them  for  nothing,  and  to  pay 
them  for  their  time  while  you  are  educating  them,  and 
that  you  provide  for  their  comfortable  subsistence,  com- 
fortable lodgings,  and  all  the  ordinary  comforts,  not  to  say 
numerous  luxuries  of  life,  without  attempting  to  keep 
them  forever  within  doors,  to  be  raised  like  children? 
I  am  opposed  to  it;  and  I  thin)^,  whenever  the  people  of 
this  nation  shall  be  made  acquainted  with  the  fact,  they 
too  will  be  opposed  to  it. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  says  the  exposure  of 
the  cadets  is  very  great,  and  that,  among  other  duties, 
they  are  required  to  perform  camp  duties  for  three 
months  in  the  year.  It  is  true,  sir,  that  the  law  of  Con- 
gress imposes  three  months'  camp  duty  upon  the  cadet. 
But  the  tame  tender  spirit  of  guardianship  which  has 
suggested  the  expediency  of  housing  the  cadets  from  the 
atmosphere  while  performing  their  drill  duties  and  exer- 
cises has  in  some  way  construed  away  one  third  of  the 
law  of  Congress  upon  this  subject;  and,  instead  of  three 
months'  camp  duty,  as  the  law  requires,  the  cadets  sre 
reqiiirett,  by  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  institution, 
to  camp  out  only  two  months  of  the  year;  and  for  this 
purpose,  air,  every  species  of  camp  utensils  and  camp 
furnittire  that   Govemment   money   can    purchase   is 


provide  for  them;  and  this  same  duty,  thus  pictured 
forth  here  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York  as  a  severe 
hardship,  is  in  fact  so  tempered  to  the  cadets  as  to  be- 
come a  mere  luxury--a  matter  of  absolute  preference 
among  the  cadets.  The  gentleman  fr  Jm  New  York  will 
find,  by  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Academy,  the 
months  of  July  and  August,  or  of  August  and  Septem- 
ber,^ are  selected  for  this  camp  duty:  seasons  of  the 
year,  sir,  when  it  is  absolutely  a  luxury  and  privilege  for 
the  cadets  to  leave  their  close  quarters  and  confined 
rooms,  to  perform  duty  out  door,  and  to  spend  the  nights 
in  tlieir  well -furnished  esmps.  Sir,  the  hardships  and 
exposures  of  the  csdets  are  nothing  compared  ^ith  those 
of  the  generality  of  our  fellow-citizens  in  the  North,  in 
their  ordinary  pursuits;  and  yet  we  are  called  upon  to 
add  to  their  luxuries — two  hundred  and  fifty  dolUrf 
hnrses  to  ride,  splendid  camp  equipage  to  protect  them 
from  the  dews  and  damp  air  of  summer,  ana  magnificent 
buildings  to  shield  them  in  their  winter  exercises.  I 
think  it  is  high  time  for  Congress,  and  for  the  people  of 
this  nation,  to  reflect  seriously  upon  these  matters,  and 
to  inquire  with  somewhat  of  particularity  into  the  char- 
acter of  this  institution.  ^ 

But  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
iHosnsoLL]  has  volunteered  to  put  the  reputation  of  the 
West  Point  Academy  for  morality  in  issue  at  this  time, 
and  sets  it  out  in  eloquent  description,  as  pre-eminently 
pure  and  irreproachable  in  this  respect. 

Sir,  does  not  the  honorable  gentleman  know  that  the 
history  of  this  institution,  within  a  few  years  back  only, 
bears  quite  difl*erent  testimony  upon  this  subject?  Does 
not  the  gentleman  know  the  fact— a  fact  well  substantia- 
ted by  the  Register  of  Debates  in  your  library  that  only 
a  few  years  since  the  Government  was  forced  into  the 
necessity  of  purchasing  up,  at  an  expense  of  ten  thou- 
sand dollars,  a  neighboring  tavern  stand,  as  the  only 
means  of  saving  the  institution  from  being  overwhelmed 
and  ruined  by  the  gross  immoralities  of  the  cadets?  Is 
not  the  gentleman  aware  that  the  whole  argument  urged 
to  force  and  justify  the  Government  into  this  purchase 
was,  that  the  moral  power  of  the  Academy  was  unequal 
to  the  counter  influences  of  the  neighboring  tavern? 
And  are  we  to  be  told,  sir,  that  this  institution  stands 
forth  In  its  history  pre-eminently  pure,  and  above  com- 
parison with  the  institutions  that  exist  upon  the  private 
enterprise  and  munificence,  and  thirst  for  knowledge, 
that  characterize  our  countrymen?  •  I  make  these  sug- 
gestions, and  allude  to  these  facts,  not  voluntarily,  and 
from  a  wish  to  create  a  discussion  upon  either  the  merits 
or  demerits  of  the  Academy.  When  I  made  the  propo- 
sition to  strike  from  this  bill  the  ten  thousand  dollars  pro- 
posed to  be  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  horses,  I 
neither  intended  nor  desired  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of 
the  institution.  I  have  not  now  spoken,  except  upon  the 
impulse  given  by  the  remarks  of  the  gentlemen  from 
New  York  and  Pennsylvania;  and  now,  instead  of  going 
into  the  facts  that  do  exist  in  relation  to  the  Academy, 
1  can  assure  gentlemen  that  I  have  but  scarcely  up- 
preached  them.  I  have  been  willing,  and  am  now  wil- 
ling, to  have  these  facts  brought  to  light  at  another  time, 
and  upon  a  proper  occasion  ih^t  will^  occur  hereafter, 
and  leave  the  people  of  this  nation  to  judge  of  them  dis- 
passionately^ A  report  upon  the  subject  of  this  institu- 
tion will  be  mad^  shortly,  as  the  honorable  gentleman 

*  The  rule  adverted  to  is  as  follows: 

**S8.  During  the  months  of  July  and  August  the  ca- 
dets will  be  encamped,  and  the  instruction  will  be  ex- 
clusively military.  Daring  the  remaining  ten  months  of 
the  acsdemic  year,  instruction  will  be  given  in  all  the 
courses. " — Page  i4of  Begutaiions  of  the  Jlcademy, 

t  The.  same  bill  proposed  $10,000  to  purchase  forty 
horses  for  the  use  of  the  tiistitutton. 
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from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Hawes]  bM  aMured  the  Houie* 
FroBi  thftC  report,  all  will  be  able  to  form  an  opinion  as 
to  the  policy  of  the  institution  in  its  present  shape  and 
under  its  present  discipline.  That  some  grave  objec- 
tions exist  to  bolff  its  shape  and  discipline,  I  -think  all 
will  a^ree.  But  I  wish  not  to  discuss  either  at  this  time. 
Let  us  know,  however,  and  let  the  country  know,  some- 
thing about  the  expensive  buildings  now  in  progress  at 
West  Point,  before  we  (Conclude  to  add  this  further  ap- 
propriation of  thirty  thousand  dollars  to  the  expenses  of 
the  institution^  snd,  while  I  am  up,  I  will  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  honorable  gentleman  who  reported  this  bill 
to  another  item  in  it,  which  embrsces  forage  for  horses 
among  other  matters;  and  I  wish  him  to  specify  to  tiie 
committee  what  proportion  of  the  sum  of  over  thirteen 
thousand  dollars,  contained  in  this  itenn,  is  based  upon 
the  proposed  supply  of  forag^.  We  have  stricken  out 
the  appropriation  for  purchasing  horses,  and  another 
part  of  ^he  bill  provides  forage  for  the  officers'  horses{ 
hence  a  portion  of  the  item  now  adverted  to  should  prob- 
ably be  stricken  out. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  HAMER,  CAM- 
BRELENG,  INGBRSOLL,  McKGON,  andJBNIFER, 
the  question  was  taken,  and  the  House  determined  to  re- 
consider the  vote:  Yeas  68,  nays  62. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  motion  to  strike  out 
the  clause,  Mr.  DUNLAP  moved  to  amend  the  clause 
by  providing  that  the  sum  to  be  expended  for  this  pur- 
pose should  not  exceed  the  amount  appropriated. 

AHer  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  DUNLAP,  HAWES, 
VANDBRPOEL,  HAMER,  INGBRSOLL,  and  HUNTS- 
MAN, the  question  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Dvxi.ap 
was  taken,  and  rejected. 

The  subject  was  further  debated  by  Messrs.  GHOL- 
80:^,  HUNTSMAN,  and  G.  LBE{ 

When,  the  question  being  taken,  the  motion  to  strike 
out  was  decided  in  the  negative:  Yeas  56,  nays  79. 

So  the  clause  was  not  struck  out. 

Mr.  BOND  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out 
the  following: 

**For  the  erection  of  a  barn  and  public  stables, 
$1,000." 

Which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McfCAY,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
HAWES,  so  much  of  the  item  (lines  17  and  18)  as  was 
for  the  forage  of  horses  waa  stricken  out. 

Mr.  PATTON  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  an 
appropriation  of  |1,000  for  the  purchase  of  law  books 
for  th'e  Congress  Library. 

Mr.  P.  explained  that  his  reason  for  proposing  the 
amendment  here  was,  that  it  had  been  cut  oflf  from  the 
civil  list  bill,  to  which  it  properly  belonged,  by  the  pre- 
vious question.  i 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  DUNLAP  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  **  as  per 
plan,"  in  the  46th  line.  Rejected. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  to  strike  out  the  appropriation  of 
12,000  for  the  expenses  of  the  board  of  visiters  to  said 
Academy.   Rejected. 

There  being  no  further  proposition  to  amend  this  bill, 
it  was  Uid  aside. 

INDIAN  HOSTILITIES. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
making  an  additional  appropriation  for  the  suppression  of 
Indian  hostilities  fur  the  year  1837. 

After  some  rtrmarks  from  Messrs.  BELL  and  CAM- 
BRGLBNG,  the  bill  was  laid  aside  without  amendment.. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  committee 
rose  and  reported  the  three  last-mentioned  bills  to  the 
House. 

The  House  concurred  with  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  in  iheir  amendments  to  the  Cumberland  road  bilL 


Mr.  WEBSTER  renewed  his  motion,  made  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  iu  regard  to  the  direction  of  a  por- 
tion of  this  road.  * 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  demanded  the  previous  queitioo; 
which  was  seconded  by  the  House:  Yeas  74,  oays  51. 

And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now  taken. 

And  the  main  question,  being  on  the  engrosament  of 
the  bill,  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 
,  And  the  bill  having  been  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
tX  this  time,  and  the  question  being  on  its  final  pas- 
sage- 
Mr.  BOND  said  his  attention  had  been  called  to 
the  joQrnal  of  the  House  in  relation  to  the  bill  for  the 
continuation  of  the  Cumberland  road,  passed  at  the  last 
session.  He  said  his  name  there  appeared  recorded 
in  the  negative,  but  that  he  had  not  ao  voted.  Mr.  B« 
said  he  did  not  attach  any  blame  to  the  Clerk,  as  the  er- 
ror was  no  doubt  accidental;  but  be  felt  himself  bound  to 
notice  the  mistake,  and  he  thought  this  the  apprDpriate 
moment  to  do  it. 

Having  done  so,  Mr.  B.  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
House  would  now  indulge  hini  with  the  yeas  and  naya  on 
the  present  bill{  and  they  were  ordered  according^ly. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  89, 
nays  59.   . 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  bill  making  appropri- 
ations  for  the  suppression  of  Seminole  hostilities,  which 
was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  at  this  time. 

And  the  bill  waa  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

WEST  POINT  ACADEMY. 

The  House  took  up  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point.  The  Amend- 
ments made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  were  concur^ 
red  in. 

Mr.  CHAPIN  demanded  the  previous  question } 
which  the  House  seconded;  and  the  main  question 
was  ordered  to  be  now  taken.  And  the  main  question, 
being  on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill  fur  a  third  reading, 
was  taken,  and  carried.  And,  having  been  ordered  to  a 
third  reading  now,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  anJ 
passed. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  moved  an  adjournment,  but  withdrew 
the  motion  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  RENCHER,  who  moved  that  the  engroaaed  bills 
on  the  Speaker's  table  be  taken  up  and  read  a  third 
time;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  first  bill  in  order  was  the  bill  to  provide  a  uni- 
form rule  for  the  pay  and  mileage  of  members  of  Con- 
gress. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Louisiana,  moved  to  lay  the  same 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  RENCHER  called  for  the  yAs  and  nays;  whicli 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  it  was  very  evident  that  the  rule  in 
relation  to  the  transmission  of  bills  from  one  House  to  the 
other  would  have  to  be  suspended,  and  that  the  House 
must  do  to-morrow  the  business  which  it  could  not  get 
through  with  to-night.  He  moved  an  adjournment;  (it 
being  now  ten  o'clock.) 

Mr.  REED  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that  motion i 
which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  SS,  nays  80. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Some  bills  were  received  from  the  Senate;  and,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  SLA DE,  at  a  few  minutes  past  10  o'clock, 

The  House  adjourned. 

Wednbsdat,  Marcu  1. 

INVESTIGATION  REPORTS. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Virginia,  from  a  majority  of  the 
select  committee  appointed  on  the  4tli  day  of  January 
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hst»  to  inqaire  whether  the  f everal  banki  employed  for 
ihe  df  pofite  of  public  money  have  employed  an  agent, 
to  reside  at  the  seat  of  Governments  to  transact  their 
biisineiiatihe  Treaiury  Departmenti  also,  the  character 
of  such  business!  the  compensation  received  by  aaid 
sgent;  whether  employed  at  the  request  or  through  the 
procurement  of  the  Treasury  Department;  whether  he 
receives  compensation  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, &c.,  reported  thereon  at  lengthi  concluding  with 
(he  following  resolutions: 

1.  JZeioAiec^  (as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,)  That 
the  Mverel  banks  employed  for  the  deposite  of  the  pub- 
lic money  have  not  all,  or  any  of  them,  by  joint  or 
several  contract,  employed  an  agent,  to  reside  at  the  seat 
of  Government,  to  transact  their  business  with  the  Treas- 
ury  Department^. 

2.  Retolvedt  (as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,)  That 
no  igent  for  ttie  transaction  of  business  between  the  de- 
posite banks  and  the  Treasury  Department  has  been 
employed  at  the  request  or  through  the  procurement  of 
Slid  Department. 

3.  JRetokedt  (as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,)  That 
the  business  of  the  deposite  banks  with  the  Treasury  De- 
partment is  not  conducted  through  any  sgent,  but  is 
transacted  directly  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
or  some  officer  of  the  Department. 

4.  Reaohed,  (aa  the  opinion  of  this  committee,)  That 
no  agent,  in  any  way  connected  with  the  public  depos- 
itei,  since  the  removal  of  said  depositee  from  the  Dank 
of  the  United  States,  has  received  any  compensation 
from  the  Treasury  Department. 

5.  Betolved,  (as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,)  That 
s  veral  of  the  deposite  banks  have  employed  an  agent, 
to  reside  at  the  seat  of  Government,  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  and  transmitting  information  affecting  the  in- 
terests of  said  bainki,  both  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment and  other  aources,  and  transmitting  public  docu- 
iBentsi  that  agent  is  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  who  receives 
aueh  salary  from  said  banks  aa  they  annually  deem  his 
■ervices  worth. 

Which  said  resolutions  lie  open  the  Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  H.  JOHNSON,  from  (he  same  committee,  believ- 
ing that  the  eommiitee  haa  drawn  erroneous  conclusions 
from  some  of  the  testimony,  presented  the  grounds  of 
his  difference  in  writing,  and  his  reasons  for  not  concur- 
ring in  the  report  of  the  majority,  remarking  that, 
sgrceirg  with  the  yiews  of  the  majority  in  the  greater 
part  of  iheir  report,  he  regrets  the  difference  of  opinion 
on  points  to  whick  he  has  alluded. 

Mr.  PEYTON,  from  the  same  committee,  submitted, 
St  leiig|(h,  the  views  of  the  minority,  accompanied  by  a 
resolution  that  the  ssme,  with  the  accompanying  docu- 
ments, be  inserted  in  the  journal  of  the  House,  as  con- 
taining (he  views  of  the  minority  of  this  committee;  and 
noved  that  the  report  of  the  minority  of  aaid  commit- 
tee be  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  ihe  state  of  the  Union,  with  instructions  to  report  a 
bill  prohibiting  in  future,  under  sufficient  penalties,  the 
commnnicatinn  of  secret  intelligence,  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  for  the  benefit  of  the  deposite  or  any 
other-banks,  which  concerns  all  banka  alike. 

In  presenting  the  above  report, 

Mr.  PEYTON  rose  a^id  said:  I  rise,  Mr.  Speaker,  to 
present  a  report  from  the  minority  &^m  select  commit- 
tee f)f  which  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  G4RLABrD]  is  chairman.  1  offer  the  paper  which  I 
hold  in  my  hand,  as  containing  the  views  of  the  minority 
of  that  committee,  from  a  majority  of  whom  a  report 
htt  just  been  made  by  the  chairman.  In  reference  to 
(he  report  of  the  minority,  I  wisli  to  submit  a  motion  to 
the  House,  directing  that  it  be  committed  to  a  Connmit- 
tee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  with 
instructions  to  report  a  bill  prohibiting  in  future,  under 


sufficient  penalties,  the  communication  of  aecret  intelli- 
gence, by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  deposite  or  other  favorite  banks,  which  is  with- 
held from  others,  and  which  concerns  all  the  deposite 
banks  alike. 

The  CHAIR  said  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  roust 
obtain  the  leaye  of  the  House. 
No  objection  being  raised  in  any  quarter, 
Mr.  PEYTON  was  proceeding*     Mr.  Speaker;  upon 
the  proposition — 

The  CHAlli.  The  gentleman  will  forward  his  prop- 
osition to  the  Chair. 

Mr.  PEYTON  having  done  so,  wu  again  about  to 
proceed,  when 

.  The  SPEAKER  inquired  if  th^  gentleman  included 
the  report  of  the  majority  also  in  his  motion  to  commit. 
Mr.  PEYTON  replied  in  the  negative,  and  proceed- 
ed.  Mr.  Speaker,  upon  the  proposition  which  1  have 
sent  to  the  Cliair,  I  wish  briefly  to  state  the  reasons 
which  have  influenced  me,  aa  one  of  the  minority,  to 
make  the  motion. 

It  appeara,  sir,  from  the  evidence  taken  in  this  case, 
that  there  is  resident  in  this  city  a  secret  agent  of  mkny 
of  the  most  important  of  the  depoaite  banks,  who  is  in 
the  habit  of  communicating  to  those  banks  secret  infor- 
mation which  he  obtains  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  from  the  Treasury  Department,  which, 
in  my  opinion,  is  unauthorized  and  unjustified  by  any 
law,  principle,  rule  of  reason  or  of  justice,  and  tends, 
also,  in  an  eminent  degree,  to  jeopard  the  safety  of  the 
public  money,  to  encourage  corrupt  combinations  for 
the  purpose  of  speculation,  and  to  destroy  the  equality 
of  benefits  which  should  be  extended  to  all  the  citiaens 
and  all  the  banks  of  the  United  States  alike.  I  will 
name  one  instance,  which  must  force  itself  strongly  upon 
the  mind  of  the  most  incredulous,  as  well  as  upon  that 
of  the  moat  prejudiced  partisan. 

This  agent,  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  obtained  information 
of  the  expected  issuance  of  the  Treasury  order  of  July 
11,  requiring  specie  psyments  for  the  public  lands,  and 
communicated  that  information,  as  a  matter  of  favor  and 
indulgence,  to  his  distant  friendsi  while,  sir.  Congress, 
then  in  session,  and  every  individual  member  of  it,  as  far 
aa  we  have  any  information,  were  permitted  to  remain 
in  profound  ignorance  of  the  intention  or  design  of  issu- 
ing such  an  order!  Yes,  sir,  this  **  Treasury  farm  liar  ,*' 
as  he  has  been  appropriately  atyled,  obtained  possession 
of  this  cabinet  secret  about  the  last  of  June  or  first  of 
July-.- Congress  adjourning  upon  the  4th — and  informed, 
for  one,  the  cashier  of  the  Girard  Bank,  at  Philadelphia, 
of  the  intended  issuance  of  that  order.  And  what  makes 
the  case  still  more  aggravated  and  suspicious  is  this:  that 
when  the  question  was  propounded  to  the  wftness,  who 
communicated  to  his  friends  snd  partners  in  speoulalions 
in  thr  public  lands,  and  bank  stocks,  and  Treasury  cer- 
tificates, whether  he  was  not  a  party  interested  in  these 
transactions,  the  witness  stood  mute,  and  refused  to 
answer  the  question!  And,  sir,  shall  it  be  tolerated  in 
this  land,  shall  it  be  ssnctioned  by  this  House,  that  a 
man  irresponsible  to  the  laws  and  unknown  to  the 
country,  a  secret  spy  in  the  Treasury,  shall  obtain  in- 
formation of  an  intended  measure,  which  was  at  least  a 
doubtful  exercise  of  power  on  the  part  of  the  Executive, 
involving  the  currency,  trade,  and  commerce  of  the 
country,  and  the  value  of  every  species  of  property  of 
the  citizens  of  these  United  Stales;  and  that  he  shall  use 
that  information  as  a  matter  of  speculation,  in  connexion 
with  others,  and  those  others  high  afiiccrs  of  this  Gov- 
ernment <  anfl  yet  the  American  Congress  not  have  the 
independence,  not  have  the  political  honesty,  to  inter- 
pose its  shield  and  protect  the  Treasury  of  this  nation, 
and  the  people  of  this  country,  from  such  abuses 'of 
power?    Why,  sir,  when  it  wss  proposed  to  forward  in* 
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terrog^atories  to  the  depotite  banks  and  the  receirerfl  of 
pablic  money,  as  to  the  secret  emoluments  of  this  agent, 
I  propounded,  or  proposed  to  be  propouhded,  a  ques^ 
tkm  to  this  effect:  whether  the  said  agent  was  not  enga- 
ged, directly  or  indirectly,  with  any  officer  or  ofiicers 
of  the  Gorernment,  in  speculations,  and  whether  he  did 
not  derive  the  larger  part  of  his  emolunnent  in  that  way, 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.*  Havir,]  one  of  the 
members  of  the  committee,  moved  to  strike  out  the 
words  *'any  officer  or  ofiicers  of  the  Government," 
wherever  they  occurred s  which  motion  was  sustained  by 
a  majority  of  the  committee,  but  only  by  a  majority  of 
one,  the  honorable  chairman  [Mr.  Gablahd]  voting,  as 
he  did  on  almost  every  occasion,  for  the  most  liberal  in- 
vestigation into  what  we  were  directed  to  inquire;  a 
most  important  branch  of  which  was,  as  to  the  amount 
of  the  agent's  compensation.  Yet  the  maiority  of  the 
committee  chose  to  give  so  rigid  and  technical  a  con- 
stnietion  to  the  resolution  under  which  we  were  autho- 
rized to  act,  that  we  were  denied  the  right  of  proving  to 
this  nation  that  Whitney,  in  connexion  with  high  officers 
of  the  Government,  was  engagetl  in  speculating  upon 
this  very  Treasury  order  of  the  11th  of  July,  by  draw- 
ing specie  from  (he  deposite  banks,  and  selling  it  as  a 
matter  of  merchandise,  instead  of  applying  it  to  the  pur- 
poses of  Government.  That  inquiry  was  suppressed  by 
the  majority  of  the  committee,  upon  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  before  referred  to,  because,  no  doubt,  the 
majority  thought  they  had  not  the  power  to  reach  any 
gentleman  connected  with  the  Government,  unless  he 
was  in  the  Treasury  Department !  notwithstanding  that 
every  individual  may  have  formed  a  partnership,  a  league 
of  alliance,  offensive  and  defensive,  in  this  war  upon  the 
public  treasure,  with  R.  M.  Whitney.  That,  sir,  was 
the  construction  given  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  by 
(he  majority  of  this  committee. 

Mr.  CU8HMAN  here  sprung  up,  and  announced  that 
he  rose  to  a  question  of  order. 

Mr.  PfeYTON.  Did  the  gentleman  move  the  previous 
question?  becsuse,  if  not,  I  call  him  to  order. 

Mr.  CU8HMAN  said  he  understood  the  majority  of 
the  committee  had  made  their  report,  which  was  ordered 
to  be  printed  and  Tie  on  the  table.  The  minority  of  that 
committee,  he  understood,  wished  also  to  present  their 
views,  and,  having  the  leave  of  the  House,  had  done  so, 
making  a  different  motion  for  its  disposition.  Now,  the 
point  he  raised  was  this:  whether  it  Was  proper  that  the 
minority  of  the  committee  should  go  into  facts  laid  before 
them,  until  the  whole  proceeding,  as  contained  in  both 
reports,  should  come  up  before  the  House. 

The  CHAIR  decided  against  the  point,  and  that  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  was  strictly  in  order. 

Mr.  CUSHMAN  again  rose,  and  was  about  to  pro- 
ceed, when 

Mr.  PEYTON  said,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  shall  object^o  the 
gentleman's  being  heard,  because  1  have  always  under- 
stood the  previous  question  is  debatable.  [Laughter.] 

Mr.  CUSHMAN.  I  ask  the  gentleman  if  he  intends  to 
insinuate  any  thing  from  my  course  in  this  House? 

.Mr.  PEYTON.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  know  the  ope- 
ration of  the  previous  question  as  well  as  that  gentleman 
does.  I  had  supposed  that  the  sphere  of  its  operations 
was  circumscribed  to  the  limits  of  this  House;  but,  sir, 
I  am  just  informed  that  the  gentleman  moved  the  previ- 
ous question  on  my  friend  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Grahax,]  in  the  late  election  in  the  Buncombe  district. 
[Mr.  C.  sent  documents,  under  his  frank,  during  the 
canvass  between  Graham  and  Newland,  in  behalf  of  the 
latter.]  But,  sir,  the  previous  question  was  cut  off'  in 
that  instance  by  my  friend  from  North  Carollns. 

Mr.  CUSHMAN.  The  gentleman  is  mistaken;  I  have 
not  moved  the  previous  question. 

The  CHAIR.  Order!  The  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see is  on  the  floor. 


Mr.  PEYTON.  Mr.  Speaker,  if  the  previous  ques- 
ia  settled,  i  will— 

The  CHAIR.  The  previous  question  is  not  before 
the  House. 

Mr.  PEYTON.    But  its  personification  just  has  been. 

[Much  laughter.  This  will  be  understood  by  a  word 
of  explanation .  A  distinguished  gentleman  from  Virginia 
last  aession  described  Mr.  C.  as  the  *<  very  personifica- 
tion of  the  previous  question,"  and  be  has  ever  nnce 
gone,  in  the  House,  by  that  name.  The  gentleman  is 
genersUy  on  the  look-out  for  the  eye  of  the  Ckair  on 
particular  occasions,  and  it  has  been  whispered  aside 
that,  &c.,  Viet  verfo.— i2qs.] 

Mr.  P.  proceeded.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  was  proceed* 
ing,  as  well  as  I  could  make  myaelf  understood,  and 
it  is  very  difficult  for  me  even  to  speak  so  as  to  be  heard, 
owing  to  a  severe  cold  and  accompanying  jioarseuesa,  in 
consequence  of  attending  your  niglit  aesstofis*— I  aay« 
sir,  I  was  proceeding  to  show  that  there  was  an  agent 
here;  that  he  wss  vested  with  great  power;  trusted  witia 
secrets;  suspected  of  being  engaged  in  heavy  apecula* 
tions,  and  in  all  probability,  from  the  evidence,.eonnect- 
ed  in  those  speculations  with  the  officers  of  this  Govern* 
ment;  all  of  which  tended  to  corrupt  its  purity  and  to 
squander  the  treasure  of  tlie  nation;  ami  that  such  abuses 
required  and  called  aloud  for  the  exercise  of  the  power 
of  the  House  to  shield  the  public  treasure  from  iuelher 
loss  and  peculation. 

Sir,  we  have  established  that  this  agency  exists;  that 
Reuben  M.  Whitney  is  the  principal  agent;  we  have  also 
shown  the  nature  and  objects  of  this  agency,  and  I  have 
just  glanced  at  some  of  the  duties  which  appertain  to  hts 
station.  What  is  the  amount  of  his  compensation }  Thia 
is  a'  question  which,  it  will  be  seen,  is  difficult  if  not  im- 
possible to  answer,  because  the  agent  himself  and  those 
connected  with  him  refuse  to  disclose  the  facta.  What 
is  the  character  of  his  business?  It  is  no  easy  matter  to 
give  a  specific  response  to  this  inquiry,  his  powers  are 
so  broad  and  bis  t)usinesa  so  generaL  I  have  alluded  to 
one  or  two  branches  of  his  business,  such  as  giving  in- 
formation of  the  forthcoming  of  the  Treasury  circular  of 
the  llih  July;  joining  his  friends  at  a  distance  and  offi- 
cers of  the  Government  in  converting  that  eircular  into 
a  matter  of  merchandise,  &c.  I  wilt  now  allude  to  an- 
other branch  of  said  agent's  business,  independent  of 
his  speculations  for  himself  and  his  friends:  that  Beuben 
M.  Whitney  has  friends  and  partners  high  in  office,  high 
in  power,  who  are  so  strongly  linked  with  him,  so  close- 
ly allied  to  him,  that  to  separate  tM^m  wculd  be  l<ke 
sepahtting  the  Sismese  twins— it  would  be^eaHi  to  1>oth ; 
and  hence  they  are  bound  to  make  oommon  cause  with 
him — compelled  to  protect  him.  Of  this  there  can  no 
longer  remain  a  doubt,     f^ook  at  the  facts,  sir. 

1  propounded  to  Mr.  Whitney  this  interrogatory  whife 
he  was  on  his  examination  before  the  committee:  In 
drawing  up  your  protest,  were  you  aided  by,  or  d'ld  any 
member  of  this  committee,  or  of  the  House,  give  you 
any  advice,  assistance,  or  opinion,  in  relation  to  said  prc>> 
test  ?  The  witness  answered  that,  so  far  as  the  members 
of  the  committee  were  concerned,  he  was  not  assisted, 
aided,  nor  counselled.  But,  when  I  came  to  |>res9  ibe 
other  branch  of  the  inquiry  upon  him,  in  all  its  forms 
and  shapes,  he  shrunk  from  the  investigation,  said  the 
question  was  <^  inquisitorial,"  and  therefore  would  not 
answer  it.  He  could  not  deny  but  that  tiis  protest  was 
drawn  up  in  full  consultation  with  some  members  of  ihts 
House;  else  why  did  he  answer  one  branch  of  the  inter- 
rogatory, and  refuse  to  respond  to  the  other.' 

Again,  sir:  when  cslled  upon  to  disclose  who  were 
his  partners  in  these  speculations,  derivable,  and  deriva- 
ble alone,  through  his  power,  as  an  agent  or  officer  of 
the  deposite  banks,  he  demurred,  and  refused  to  answer. 

When  questioned  as  to  whether  he  had  or  had  not. 
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since  this  mTestigaiion  eoninenced»  written  to  tboie  at  a 
distance,  who  were  supposed  to  be  in  poswssion  of  fads 
which  might  lead  to  important  derelopinents,  making 
important  communications  to  them  on  public  matters,  aN 
fecting  the  treasure  of  the  country  and  the  le^slation  of 
Congreaa,  and  whether  he  did  not.  In  conclusion,  mark 
these  letters  as  *<  confidential,"  and  holding  up  threats 
of  ruin  If  they  dared  disclose  them«  to  that  queation  be 
siso  Blood  mute,  and  refused  to  answer. 

But,  air,  there  was  one  gentleman  of  the  committee 
which  the  delicacy  of  Mr.  M^hitney,  though  on  oath  be- 
fore the  committee,  would  not  suflfer  him  to  mention, 
whom  be  seems  to  hare  consulted;  but  it  eked  out  in 
the  inresttgation  l»efore  the  House.  When  asked  wheth- 
er any  members  of  the  committee,  or  of  the  House,  did 
or  (lid  not  counsel  him  in  drawing  op  his  protest,  he 
iwore  that,  from  motives  of  delicacy,  he  would  not  ap« 
proach  the  members  of  the  committee,  and  had  eirefully 
abstained  from  all  oonTcrsation  with  them.  Yet,  sir, 
how  does  it  torn  out  in  evidence  f  Why,  it  was  dis- 
closed by  the  gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Fairfisld,] 
in  his  CTidence  before  the  House,  that,  upon  a  certain 
occa«oa,  he  called  upon  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  GiLHTT,]  and  found  him  and  Reuben  M.  Whitney 
in  dose  conclave  together,  alter  night,  in  the  room  of  the 
geotleraan  from  New  York,  and  that  he  [Mr.  Faibfibld] 
(hereupon  went  away,  leaving  them  alone  in  their  glory! 
Now,  Keuben  must  have  pretty  sufldenly  changed  all  his 
ideas  of  propriety,  or  "  delicacy,"  as  he  himself  terms  it, 
to  have  become  bold  enough  to  force  himself  upon  a 
member  of  the  committee. 

Why,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  unhesitatingly  assert  that  he  may 
have  employed  counsel  most  learned  in  the  law,  and 
ikilled  io  all  the  rules  of  criminal  jurisprudence,  deeply 
resd»  and  pre-eminently  acute  and  ingenious  in  quibbles 
and  technicalities,  but  be  never  could  have  got  one  more 
line  to  him  than  has  been  that  very  gentleman  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Oillst,]  a  member  of  the  select  com- 
mittee. And  I  will  say  for  him  that  he  has  been  consis- 
tent tliroughout  the  whole  of  the  investigation.  Why, 
itr,  I  propounded  a  question  of  this  character,  to  which 
he  objected.  Having  been  informed  by  a  gentleman, 
well  known  here,  of  the  first  respectability  and  highest 
booor,  residing  in  Philadelphia,  that  the  cashier  of  the 
Union  Bank  of  Tennessee,  coming  to  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington to  transact  business  in  relation  to  his  bank  with 
the  Treamry  Department,  had  better  sense  than  to  call 
upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  mere  man  of 
ttrair«  Jike  Maelzel's  automaton,  in  the  hands  of  Reuben 
Whitney,  but  that  he  passed  him  by,  and,  approach- 
ing the  source  of  power  in  that  Department,  went  direct- 
ly to  Whitney,  taking  care  to  deposite  to  his  credit  or  in 
his  hands  a  bill  or  check  for  a  thousand  dollars,  or  some 
Urge  amount  of  money.  That  he  called  in  the  morning, 
\nA  Whitney  told  him  he  had  arranged  his  business  to 
bis  satisfactton;  that  the  favors  which  he  sought  were  ex- 
tended. Unfortunately  there  was  not  time  from  the 
28th  of  January,  when  the  information  reached  me,  to 
get  Mr.  Van  Wyck's  (the  cashier  of  said  bank)  testimo- 
oy.  This,  however,  I  do  know,  from  the  highest 
sources,  that  he  (Van  Wyck)  has  said  that  he  ^ve 
Whitney  a  check  or  note  to  pay  him  for  his  services. 
Now,  sir,  is  or  is  not  this  a  c&se  of  bribery }  It  must  be 
so,  sir.  It  could  not  have  been  otherwise;  for  his  influ- 
ence he  received  the  money.  I  do  not  reflect  on  Mr. 
Van  Wyck.  I  asked  him,  (Whitney,)  is  it  true  or  false? 
But  when  I  propounded  the  question  he  was  route— he 
was  dumb. 

[Mr.  P.  being  called  on  by  a  member,  [Mr.  Bbaix,] 
here  explained  bow  he  came  in  poasesaion  of  the  above 
fiicta,  by  a  letter  received  on  the  S8th  of  January,  from 
a  gentleman  in  Philadelphia,  and  that  he  drew  out  the 
facta  conveyed  In  that  letter  in  a  series  of  interrogatories 
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which  he  propounded  both  to  R.  M.  Whitney  and  to  the 
late  cashier  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Tennessee,  A.  Van 
Wyck.] 

Now,  air,  what  does  this  establish  >  Does  it  not  estab- 
lish Whitney's  power,  and  his  abuse  of  that  power,  by 
receiving  a  bribe  of  a  thousand  dollars  for  the  exercise 
of  it?  Whitney  could  not,  dare  not,  attempt  to  gain- 
say the  fact.  I  instantly,  sir,  proposed  the  inquiry  tu 
be  sent  to  the  witness  at  Nashville,  and  have  him  exam- 
ined upon  the  facts,  but  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Gixlbt]  objected,  and  recorded  his  vote  againat 
It  upon  the  yeas  and  nays,  as  did  the  gentlemen  from 
Maine  [Mr.  FAiarisLii]  and  New  Hampshire  [Mr. 
PisRcs,]  suppressing,  or  attempting  to  suppress,  that 
important  branch  of  the  inquiryi  but  we  succeeded. 
Nor  was  this  all.  When  it  was  agreed  that  the  inter- 
rogatories I  had  framed  should  be  propounded  to  Mr. 
Van  Wyck,  the  gentleman  from  New  York  was  found 
alone  voting  against  his  being  summoned.  I  have  since 
received  a  Tetter  from  a  gentleman  of  known  honor  and 
integrity,  at  Nashville,  confirming  the  statements  con- 
tained in  the  letter  from  Philadelphia,  and  expressing 
the  regret  of  the  writer  at  Mr.  Van  Wyck's  absence  at 
New  Orleans.  I  have,  however,  the  letter  from  the 
gentleman  to  whom  I  have  alluded,  confirming  the  facts 
in  every  particular,  and  stating  that  the  cashier  (Mr. Van 
Wyck)  expressed  his  surprise  that  the  other  bank  at 
Nashville  did  not  employ  Mr.  Whitney. 

Mr.  P.  continued.  Sir,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
travels  a  long  way  out  of  the  iasue,  particularly  accord- 
ing to  the  atrict  construction  put  upon  the  resolution  of 
the  House  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  and  passes 
a  high  eulogium  upon  Keuben  M.  Whitney  with  regard 
to  political  transactions.  He  saya,  in  substance,  that 
justice  to  that  gentleman  (Mr.  Whitney)  requires  him 
to  state  that  he  always  held  political  considerations  of 
no  influence  whatever  In  the  selection  of  deposite  banks. 
That  is  what  the  Secretary  says  of  Reuben.  Now, 
what  does  Reuben  say  to  the  officers  of  these  banks 
themselves,  when  they  make  their  application  for  the 
public  money }  Why,  sir,  he  writes  a  letter  to  the  pres- 
ident of  the  Planters'  Bank  at  Natchez,  James  C.  Wil- 
kins,  then  a  candidate  on  the  White  ticket  for  Congress, 
beginning  as  follows t 

<*  Washixotoit,  Sept.  30,  1835. 

**  DsAX  Six:  When  I  wrote  you  last,  I  did  not  inform 
you  that  it  had  been  represented  here  that  you  were,  or 
would  be,  the  candidate  for  the  Senate  in  opposition  to 
Walker.  This  I  then  considered  was  a  tale  for  the  pur- 
pose of  operating  prejudicially  to  the  interest  of  the 
Planters'  Bank,  got  up  by  some  one  who  was  striving 
to  direct  a  part  of  its  Government  agency  to  another  in- 
stitution,*' &c. 

Yes,  says  he,  when  he  first  heard  it,  he  believed  it  to 
be  a  calumny,  a  **  tale,"  got  up  by  <*8ome  one  who  waa 
striving  to  direct  a  part  of  its  Government  agency  to 
another  institution."  Was  it  then  a  crime  to  run  for  the 
Senate  in  opposition  to  Walker?  He  then  goes  on  to 
lay  down  his  doctrines,  some  of  which  are  very  sound, 
but  winds  up  by  stating  that  he  would  consider  it  proper 
to  remove  the  deposites  from  any  institution  employed 
as  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  Government  which  should  be 
hostile  to  the  administration.  This  is  no  interference  in 
politics!  Reuben  M.  Whitney  is  entitled  to  all  praise 
on  account  of  abstaining  from  such  interference!  So 
swears  your  Secretary. 

Take,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  case  of  the  Illinois  Bank. 
Hia  conduct  in  that  instance  was  the  most  outrageous, 
impudent,  overbearing,  reckless  exercise  of  power 
which  was  ever  perpetrated  by  any  man  in  office — and 
thia  known  to  and  connived  at  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.    An  application  was  mad<  by  the  Illinois 
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Bank  to  beeone  one  of  the  depositories  of  the  public 
moneyt  and  then  began  s  fair  test  of  Whitney's  power, 
politically  speaking,  for  this  was  altogether  a  political 
contest.  I  believe  1  can  say  that  the  evidence  is  in  ex- 
istence showing  that  every  one  of  the  Representatives 
in  Congress  from  Illinois  recommended  the  bank  of  that 
State  to  be  employed  as  a  depository  of  the  public  mo- 
ney. T  think  the  two  Senators  also  united  in  the  re- 
quest. These  gentlemen  were  governed,  as  I  hope  and 
believe,  by  higner  considerations  than  party  politics. 
They  looked  alone  to  the  interest  of  the  country  in 
which  the  bank  was  located;  and,  rising  above  all  sordid 
snd  selfish  views,  recommended  this  tenk  to  be  select- 
ed, notwithstanding  its  officers  were  known  to  be  politi- 
cally opposed  to  the  administration.  Well,  what  was 
the  result^  Whitney  opposes  it,  and  pots  bis  veto  upon 
it.  He  stands  up  against  the  bank.  The  caabier  ap- 
plies to  hiroi  no,  I  sm  wrong,  one  of  (he  directors  ap* 
plies  to  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  the  cashier  having  written 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  had  not,  it  would 
seem,  answered  his  letter;  but  he  appeared  to  be  dis- 
posed to  decline  any  correspondence  on  the  subject, 
because  it  would  have  to  be  placed  on  file  in  the  De- 
partment. Correspondence  is  oiit  n  carried  on  through 
this  dark  and  suspicious  organ  of  communication,  Reu- 
ben 11.  Whitney,  though  the  final  consummation,  the 
mere  matter  or  form,  is  transacted  through  the  Secretary 
of  the  Tressury.  One  of  the  directors  writes  to  Reuben 
M.  Whitney,  offering  him  a  large  reward,  as  much  as 
the  other  banks  gave  bim,  and  ssked  him  to  obtain  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Tressury  a  reply  to  the  casbiei's 
letter.  Reuben  replied,  "I  must  oe  frank  with  you; 
candor  compels  me  to  say  that  charges  of  the  most  seri- 
ous character  are  brought  against  your  bank."  And 
what  are  these  charges,  Mr.  Speaker^  Why,  Whitney 
ssvs  the  charter  has  been  violated  by  the  manner  in 
which  the  stock  was  taken.  This  is  one  allegation — a 
mere  pretext.  But  then  he  proceeds  mainly  to  charge 
that  some  of  the  officers  connected  with  the  "Ohio  Life 
and  Trust  Company"  are  stockhnldera  in  the  Illinois 
Bank,  and  that  these  are  known  to  be  hostile  to  the  ad- 
ministration, and  that  their  object  was  to  produce  a  por 
litical  change  in  the  States  of  Illinois,  Missouri,  Indians, 
and  Ohio.  And,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Tillson,  a  director, 
he  saya,  <*  there  are  serious  charges  against  your  bank; 
and  I  must  tell  you  that,  with  any  pecuniary  sacrifices  to 
myself,  1  will  oppose  your  application,  unless  you  can 
clear  your  bank  of  all  these  charges."  And  yet,  sir, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ssys  that  Whitney  abstain- 
ed from  all  political  influence  whatever!  The  result 
was,  that  the  bank  did  not  get  the  public  money,  was 
turned  out  of  competition  with  the  other  banks,  and  the 
moneys  arising  from  the  sale  of  public  lands  in  that  State 
were  transferred  from  it  to  the  bank  at  St.  Louis,  Mis- 
souri, and  the  Commercial  Bank  of  Cincinnati,  of  which 
he,  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  at  a  salary  of  $1,000,  was  the 
agent! 

Take  another  case.  The  Bank  of  Michigan,  at  De- 
troit, says:  *•  This  bank  desires  to  co-operate  with  the 
Treasui7  Department  in  ita  measures  for  the  general 
good;  and  with  that  view  solely,  the  proposition  receiv- 
ed from  you  (to  become  its  agent)  will  be  acceded  to  in 
due  time." 

Take  again  the  case  of  the  bank  at  Burljngton,  Ver- 
mont. There,  sir,  you  will  find  the  most  flsgrant  and 
palpsble  influence  and  exercise  of  political  power, 
through  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  upon  that  State  during 
the  late  elections.  Whitney  applied  to  become  the 
agent  of  that  bank,  and  tliey  implored  him  almost  on 
their  knees  to  spare  them  from  the  tax  he  had  exacted 
from  other  banks.  ••  Look,"  say  they,  '*  at  our  insulated 
situation,  cut  off,  as  it  were,  from  trade  and  conmierce; 
you  cannot  expect  to  receive  the  same  from  us  as  from 


the  other  banka  in  the  large  commercial  eitica*    We  are 
willing  to  co-operate  whh  the  Government*  and  pay  for 
all  tl\e  services  you  may  render  us."    Wbitaey,  howev- 
er,  renewed  his  application  for  an  annual  salary  in  the 
most  imposing  form,  sending-^what  tbink  you,   Mr. 
Speaker^  why,  aerding  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Tressury,  and  from  <*a  distinguished  gentleman  re- 
siding here,  high  in  the  confidence  of  the  Executive," 
without  a  name,  but  who  speaka  for  the  Preaident  and 
the  Secretary,  pledging  both  to  Reuben's  scheme,  and 
both  answering  for  Reuben's  fitness,  and  recommendii>g 
his  employment.    And  yet,  wr«  when  1  moved  in  com- 
mittee (he  having  been  diaclkarged  before  that  letter  came 
to  the  committee  from  the  bank)  to  have  Whitney  resum- 
moned, to  testify  in  reference  to  its  authorship,  a  major- 
ity of  a  committee  appointed  by  this  House  to  ascertain 
and  report  facts  shrunk  appalled  from  the  investigation » 
and  luppressed  the  truth  of  that  most  important  inquiry. 
But,  sir,  what  did  thia  House  itself  do?    I  appealetl 
from  what  I  conceived  to  be  an  unjust  exercise  of  pow  - 
er,  on  the  part  of  the  majority  of  the  committee,  tothe 
fairness,  justice,  and  duty,  of  the  House,  t  offered  a  rea- 
olution  requiring  the  Speaker  to  summon  Whitney  to 
appear,  either  before  the  committee  or  before4be  House 
itself,  and  answer  as  to  the  authorship  of  that  letter,  and 
let  us  see  whether  the  President,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  or  the  Postmaster  General,  wrute  it»  or  wheth* 
er  it  waa  a  forgery  of  your  Treasury  pet.     And  what 
course  did  the  House  take?    Having  the  day  before 
humbled  itself  upon  its  knees  to  Reuben  Whitney,  it 
dared  not  ask  him  to  come  to  its  bar  I    Having  just  (be- 
fore appeared  at  ita  bar,  and  gone  away  in  triumph,  it 
refused  to  summon  him  either  nefore  the  committee  or 
before  the  House.     Have  I  not  a  right,  therefore,  Mr. 
Speaker,  to  say  to  the  American  people,  (I  will  declare 
it  to  my  conatituents,)  that  this  inquiry  waa  suppressed, 
that  the  truth  was  suppressed  by  the  majority  of  the  m- 
vestigating  committee,  backed  by  *'  the  party"  in  this 
House?    The  people  will  see  and  appreciate  the  cmvea 
spirit  which  has  governed  it. 

Mr.  Speaker,  you  have  not  only  humbled  yourselves 
to  the  President,  and  pocketed  in  ailence  his  rebuke  for 
appointing  these  committees,  but  you  have  bumbled 
yourselves  to  the  meanest  and  vilest  instrument  in  the 
hsnds  of  the  slaves  of  the  President.     Sir,  you  have 
humbled  yourselves  to  Reuben  M.  Whitney !     Now,  in 
all  bodies,  heretofore,  that  had  any  regard  even  to  the 
forms  of  Justice,  or  the  slightest  regard  to  the  expecta- 
tions of  the  people,  in  the  appointment  of  committees 
raised  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  any  measure,  but 
more  particularly  to  carry  on  investigations  fike  the  pres- 
ent, which  are  always  unthankful,  and  more   or   less 
perilous  to  those  charged  with  them,  the  Speakers  of  all 
deliberative  bodies  have  heretofore  never  fiiilcd  to  ap« 
point  msjorities  in  hvor  oi  the  inquiries.    How  is  the 
case  here,  sir?    Two  committees  have  been  appointed 
at  the  close  of  this  Congress,  for  which  we  have  been 
battling  for  years  past,  but  so  near  the  dose  of  the  ses« 
sion  that  we  have  only  twenty-nine  days  remaining  m 
which  to  collect  testimony  from  all  parte  of  the  eountry, 
and  six  members  out  of  nine  of  the  committee  opposed 
to  the  very  investigation  they  were  ralse^d  te  carry  on! 
Such  an  appointment  by  a  Speaker  is  unprecedented  in 
the  history  of  the  civilised  world.     But  how  can  it  be 
otherwise,  sir?    The  price,  in  these  days,  wbieb  must 
be  paid  for  power  is  the  sale  and  prostration  of  every 
principle  of  honor,  patriotism,  and  independeaoei  and. 
1  fear,  sir,  the  day  is  distant  when  we  ahall  see  the  Spcak« 
er  of  an  American  Congress  dare  to  appoint  inveliga- 
ting  eommitteea  a  majority  of  whom  will  be  in  fkror  of 
inquiry,  how  important  aoever  it  may  be  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  institutions  and  libertiea  of  this  oountr  j.     No, 
sir.    He  who  obtains  place  in  these  dsys^  upon  itie  con« 
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ditioiia  ftnnezed  to  it,  wiH  look  down  from  hif  loHy 
height,  from  the  Ttrpeian  rock  on  which  you  are  tot- 
tering, and  knowing  he  was  lifted  there  as  a  party  in- 
strument, to  do  the  hidding  of  those  who  placed  him 
there,  he  will  not  dare  to  act  independently;  feeling 
conscious  of  the  means  and  motiTea  or  his  elevation,  and 
the  nttle  claim  he  had  on  the  score  of  merit,  he  would 
shrink  back  amazed  and  terrified  at  the  prospect  of  his 
fall.  It  would  be  too  great  a  sacnfice,  for  it  would  sink 
him  into  the  abyss  of  nothingness  out  of  which  he 
sprung.  Why,  sir,  for  a  small  great  man  to  look  down 
from  that  height  upon  which  you  sit,  would  be  like  the 
immense  precipices  over  which  the  guide  of  the  poor 
old  blind  man  in  tbe  play  of  Lear  seemed  to  be  looking, 
at  the  cliff  of  Dover.  The  members  upon  the  floor 
would  appear  to  him  no  larger  thtn  mice,  smaller  than 
GuUirer's  Lilliputian*.  And  would  he  hazard  luch  a 
UW  Oh,  no,  sir,  never!  Any  man  who  crawU  up  to 
that  point,  in  these  days,  will  never  hazird  the  conae- 
qtieoces  of  a  patriotic,  a  generous^  or  a  noble  action;  it 
would  be  blal  to  him.  How,  then,  could  it  be  expect- 
ed otherwise  in  the  appointments  of  the  investigating 
committees^  Dut,  while  I  think  of  it,  candor,  honor, 
justice,  require  of  me  that  I  should  say,  and  I  do  so 
with  the  utmost  pleasure,  that  the  chairman,  [Mr.  Qab- 
LAiTD,]  although  oppoied  politically  to  the  inquiry, 
has^  like  an  honest  man,  in  sptte  of  your  party  tactics 
and  party  technicalities — his  honest  bosom,  swelling 
with  patriotism,  elevated  htm  above  ail  other  considera- 
tions— |be  has  given  a  latitude  of  interpretation  lo  the 
resolfition  under  which  we  were  authoriaed  to  act,  for 
the  fullest  inquiry.  Sir,  it  is  honorable  to  him,  and  he 
hu  risen  higher  io  my  estimation.  I  wish  I  could  say  it 
of  all  the  members  of  the  committee.  He  has  raised  a 
monument  to  his  honor  and  patriotism  higher  than  the 
dtzzy^  height  opon  which  you  sit,  sir. 

[Mr.  Booir  here  interposed,  and  called  for  the  orders 
of  the  day.  There  were  loud  cries  of  **  go  on!  go  on!" 
But  Mr.  B.  insisted  on  his  motion,  and  Mr.  Pbttor  was 
consequently  compelled  to  give  way  without  conclu- 
ding.] 

SUSPRNSION  OF  RULES. 

Ur.  WIUTTLBSEY  moved  to  suspend  iUe  I6tli  rule, 
hy  whiob  no  new  bills  should  be  sent  from  one  House  to 
tbe  other  during,  the  last  three  days  of  the  session.  Lost. 

Mr«  W.  moved  that  the  bills  from  the  Senate  lying  on 
(he  Speaker's  table  be  taken  up  and  referred  lu  the  ap- 
propriate committees.  lie  said  that,  unless  this  was 
^one,  (bey  must  lie  over  until  the  nett  session.  If  the 
House  refused,  he  should  ask  the  ycu  and  nays,  so  that 
<i  migtit  be  known  who  were  opposed  to  taking  up  those 
bills. 

CUURENCY  BILL. 

Hr.  P  A Tl'ON  moved  a  suspension  oCthe  rules  fur  the 
purpose  of  taking  up  the  Senate's  bill  designating  and 
ttmiting  the  funds  receivable  for  the  revenue  of  the 
t'nitedStatesi  which  was  agreed  to:  Yeas  116,  nays  36. 

Ttaii  bilt  had  been  reported  back  to  the  House,  with 
(Se  following'  amendment : 

**  And  be  U  fxsrther  enacted.  That  no  part  of  this  act 
I'lill  be  construed  as  repealing  any  existing  law  relative 
to  the  collection  of  the  revenue  from  customs  or  public 
linds  in  tbe  legal  currency,  or  as  substituting  bank  notes  of 
any  description  as  a  lawful  currency  for  coin,  as  provided 
fi  the  constitution  of  the  United  Statest  nor  to  deprive  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  power  to  direct  the  col- 
lectors or  receivers  of  the  public  revenue,  whether  de- 
rived from  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  salea  of  the  public 
Und«,  not  to  receive  in  paymen*,  for  any  sum  due  to  the 
^'oited  States,  the  nates  of  any  bank  or  banks  which 
")e  ftaid  Secretary  may  have  reason  to  believe  unworthy 
^f  credit*  or  which  he  apprehends  may  be  compelled  to  1 
suspend  specie  payments. 


Mr.  CAMBRBLBNG  said  that,  at  any  other  period  of 
the  session  than  the  present,  he  might  have  addressed 
some  remarks  lo  the  House  on  this  subject,  but  he  would 
now  forbear.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  for 
the  purpoae  of  preventing  a  misconstruction  of  the  act, 
and  securing  the  public  revenue  from  serious  frauds,  ha(l 
broil ght  forwai'd  this  amendment.  It  was,  however,  fur 
the  House  to  adopt  or  reject  it,  as  they  thought  proper; 
but  he  hoped  those  gentlemen  who  were  so  solicitous 
about  this  bill  would  grant  him  the  privilege  of  record- 
ing his  vote  upon  the  amendment.  Mr.^C.  then  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  «twpe  ordered. 

Mr.  LAWRG^NCB  saiJ  he  wKuld  not  occupy  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  more  than  a  moment.  The  amend  • 
ment,  he  apprehended,  was  new  to  mo  it  of  the  mem- 
bers upon  this  floor.  He  had  examined  it  .carefully*  and 
he  believed  that  the  eflfect  of  it,  if  it  passed,  would  be  tn 
legalize  powers  that  were  claimed  and  exercised  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  which  were  before,  to  say  the 
least,  very  doubtful.  Its  effect  would  be  to  destroy  the 
bill,  to  neutralize  and  to  nullify  every  valuable  provision 
in  it.  He  stated  this  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  West;  for, 
if  he  understood.the  amendment,  ita  effect,  if  carried  out, 
would  be  the  aame  aa  the  IVeasury  order,  viz:  to  bring 
the  whole  country,  in  the  region  of  the  land  offices,  down 
to  a  specie  basis;  to  drive  from  circulation  every  bank 
note,  which  could  be  converted  into  apecie,  issued  by 
the  banks  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  land  offices;  and,  in 
place  of  their  own  paper,  have  in  circulation  the  note^ 
of  distant  banks — ^thote  of  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  and 
New  .England. 

He  did  not  give  his  assent  to  all  tlie  provisions  of  this 
bill;  it  was  not  one  which  he  would  have  offered,  nor 
was  it  the  best  bill  that  could ^have  been  presented.atd 
matured.  He  took  this  occasion  to  say  that  he  deemed  • 
the  whole  system  of  banking,  the  whole  financial  opera- 
tions of  the  Government,  so  far  as  the  currency  was  con- 
cerned, as  in  a  distracted  condition,  and  such  as  did  not 
meet  his  concurrence.  He  believed  it  was  a  system 
which,  sooner  or  later,  would  inflict,  must  inflict,  on' the 
country  a  calamity  which  now  was  probably  little  antici- 
pated. He  believed  that  the  currency  of  this  wide-ex- 
tended country  never  could  be  properly  regulated  with- 
out some  great  central  controlling  power  over  tbe  State 
banks.  But  he  would  not  now  go  further  into  the  sub. 
ject,  because  he  knew  that  the  time  of  the  House  was 
too  valuable,  at  this  period  of  the  session,  to  be  occupied 
by  him. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  said  gentlemen  looked 
upon  this  bill  aa  a  repeal  of  the  lYeasury  order.  Th\n 
was  not  so;  because  at  last  it  lef\  the  matter  with  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  and  he  ventured  to  say,  if  the 
bill  was  now  passed,  the  specie  order  would  not  be  re- 
pealed, ft  did  not  require  the  Secretary  of  the  Trcsa- 
ury  to  receive  the  notes  of  apecie-paying  banks  for  ttie 
public  revenue,  but  lefl  it  discretionary  with  him  to  do 
so  or  not.  The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Meani  merely  declared  the  effect  of  the 
provisions  of  the  constitution,  which  were  paramount  to 
all  the  lawa  which  could  be  passed  on  the  subject.  If 
the  bill  went  to  legalize  the  notes  of  any  banks  in  pay- 
ment for  the  public  revenue,  he  ventured  to  assert  th^t 
it  would  receive  but  few  votes  in  that  House. 

Mr.  MERCER  made  some  remarks  in  opposition  to 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Manf,]  and  in  op- 
position to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  BOULDIN  merely  rose  to  say  that  he  should 
vote  on  the  various  bills,  propositions,  and  amendments, 
relating  to  the  currency  and  money  in  which  the  pub- 
lic duea  were  collected,  as  it  might  seem  best,  or  rather 
least  mischievous.  By  these  votes  he  did  not  wish  to 
be  understood  to  mean  that  any  remedy  could  be  found 
for  the  evil  proposed  to  be  cured  or  affect ed^pre tend- 
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ed  to  be  designed  by  these  meacures  to  be  cured.  He 
meant  the  evil  arising  out  of  having  in,  or  passing 
through,  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Statea  such  vast 
sums  of  money  as  are,  and  have  been,  and  probably 
will  be  for  some  time. 

Ttre  evil  (he  said)  consisted  in  haying  the  money. 
The  sore  evil  of  the  gathering  this  money  has  been  felt 
by  all  in  the  South — Ihe  selling  of  a  man's  property  for 
half  Its  worth,  to  raise  money  that  is  not  wanting.  The 
same  has  been  felt  by  all  in  the  North,  except  a  few 
rich  monopolists;  but  the  eyes  of  the  people  have  been 
blinded  by  these  monopoUsts,  who  have  felt  the  benefit 
of  the  collecting  of  it.  W  few  rich  owners  of  stock  in 
the  manufactories  are  the  only  peraons  benefited  by  the 
collection,  except  the  officers  through  whose  hands  the 
money  is  to  pass,  and  those  who  have  received  the  ill- 
gotten  gains  by  favor  of  those  officers. 

Now,  sir,  said  Mr.  B.,  who  is  to  be  injured  by  the 
fact  that  we  have  these  sums?  All,  all,  sir,  (there  is 
no  general  rule  without  an  exception,  however,^  ex- 
'cept  thf>se  same  stockholders  in  manufactories,  ana  the 
same  officers  in  whose  bands  the  money  is  remaining, 
or  throtigh  which  It  is  passing,  and  those  whose  ill-got- 
ten gains  have  made  them  feel  the  advantage  of  large 
sums  of  money — so  large — in  the  hands  of  men  who  have 
the  power  to  distribute  it,  and  have  their  own  ways  and 
means  and  benefits  in  the  choice  of  those  hands  into 
which  it  is  to  fall. 

It  was  said  that  some  charged  that  it  had  been  urged 
that  people  might  be  corrupted  by  their  own  money. 
No  such  belief  had  been  entertained  or  suggested  by  ^ 
him.  Sir,  the  people  got  none  of  it  back.  It  corrupt- 
ed the  agents  of  the  people;  not  the  people  themselves. 
It  corrupted  those  into  whose  hands  such  large  sums 
were  gathered;  not  those  out  of  whose  hands  those  sums 
were  laken,  never  again  to  be  returned. 

Some,  he  observed,  said  that  a  continued  distribution 
was  a  high  tariff  measure.  Mr.  B.  knew  it  was.  Some 
urged  one  distribution  would  be  an  example  for  another. 
Mr.  B.  knew  it  would,  and  that  consideration  brought 
him  to  a  stand  on  the  engrossment  of  the  deposite  bill 
last  session. 

Some  said  we  would  then  reduce  the  tariff,  (at  the 
last  session,)  but  there  was  not  time  then.  Mr.  B. 
waited  to  see;  had  his  doubts.  At  the  commence- 
ment of  this  session,  his  colleague  [Mr.  Mxbcsb]  moved 
to  introduce  a  resolution  to  relinquish  all  claim  to  the 
money  deposited  with  the  States.  Mr.  B.  voted  to  lay 
it  on  the  table;  not  that  he  d^oubted  his  right  and  duty 
to  return  to  the  people  any  money,  or  any  part  of  any 
money,  that  we,  or  any  body,  had  unjustly  or  illegally 
taken  from  them. 

Still  waiting  and  hoping  to  see  the  revenue  taken 
down  to  the  wants  of  the  Government,  or  some  aerious 
and  efficient  means  and  steps  taken  to  bring  it  to  that 
point,  it  is  now  within  a  day  or  two  only  of  the  close  of 
the  session,^and  the  rules,  perhap*,  would  not  allow  of 
the  introduction  of  a  new  bill,  and  passing  it.  He  had 
taken  an  oath  to  support  the  constitution,  not  the  rules 
of  the  House,  and  would  gladly  see  any  bill  introduced, 
or  brought  forward,  which  was  likely  to  bring  the  rev- 
enue down  to  the  wants  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  Speaker,  how  is  this  to  be  done?  By  drying  up 
the  fountains  only — no  other  way.  What  are  they?  Im- 
posts and  sales  of  public  lands.  He  would  cast  off 
either,  or  hslf  of  either,  or  both  of  them,  and  be  in 
debt,  sooner  than  endure  this  state  of  things.  Why  not 
cut  down  the  tariff?  It  will  kill  the  monopolists.  Why 
not  stop  sales  of  public  lands?  It  will  produce  some  in- 
convenience  to  the  settlers.  Why  not  remedy  this,  by 
giving  pre-emption  before  instead  of  after  settlement, 
and  sell  when  you  want  the  money;  and  it  will  do  no 
harm  to  any  body,  giving  the  settlers  the  benefit  of 


their  improvements.  It  will  kill  the  apeouiaters  in  pub- 
lic lands.  Sir,  if  the  present  a)'stem  Sa  to  go  on,  it  will 
kill  us  all. 

As  to  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  it  will  atop  but  little 
of  the  accumulation.  We  are  told  that  there  will  be  no 
surplus.  We  were  told  last  year  there  would  be  none— 
a  slight  mistake  of  thirty-seven  and  a  half  millions; 
(some  one  said  forty-two;)  Mr.  B.  aaid,  perbapt,  some 
trifle!  Such  a  mistake  might  happen  again!  Ue  was 
pleased  that  it  then  occurred  to  bim  to  do  (what  he  had 
hardly  ever  thought  to  do  in  any  speech  of  bis)  justice 
to  a  meritorious  officer*  He  waa  sure  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  (Mr.  Woodbury)  waa  aa  bonest, 
able,  industrious,  and  courteous  an  omoer  as  he  ever 
saw.  Some  one  remarked  that  he  had  made  a  mistake 
of  thirty-seven  millions.  Mr.  B.  said  that  might  tie 
true;  a  great  many  had,  beaides  him,  if  he  did«  He 
made  a  great  mistake,  and  waa  an  honest  man.  He 
might  make  it  again;  and  a  worse  man  might  make  m 
worse  mistake.  He  might  overlook  the  propriety  of 
paying  it  over  or  putting  it  into  safe  placea  of  deposite. 
Mr.  Woodbury  had  kept  8afe«»lo8t  none— paid  over— bo 
far  as  it  appears  yet. 

Suppose  this  mistake  iamade  again?    He  waa  told, 
he  saia,  by  some,  that  if  it  did,  there  must  be  no  pro- 
vision made  to  divide — that  tended  to  tarifT  and  consoU- 
dation.     Mr.  B.  knew  it.     But  what  ia  to  be  done  with 
it?    Let  it  stay,  is  the  only  ana«er.     What  is  the  con- 
sequence of  that?    Corruption  of  the  officers,  and  all 
the  fountains  of  truth  and  justice,  is  the  answer.     Bat 
(said  Mr.  B.)   some  proposed  to  appropriate  money 
enough  to  cover  it.     Certainly  you  can  appropriate 
money  enough  to  cover  any  sum.    But  will  itSut  remedy 
the  evil?    Will  not  Ihe  money  laid  out,  and   pasmrg 
through  the  hands  of  the  officers,  corrupt  aa  much  as 
any  thing?    And  ia  not  this  the  very  evil  we  wish  to 
cure? 

When  evils  of  this  magnitude  are  before  us,  can  we 
be  in  earnest  in  aaying  we  will  remedy  them,  when  we 
are  spending  weeks  and  months  and  years  upon  vaiu 
disputes  and  trifles,  and  descantations  upon  the  relfttiTC 
merits  and  demerits  of  particular  men  In  office,  or  out  of 
office,  seeking  to  get  in? 

If  we  wish  to  reduce  the  revenue,  the  means  are  sim- 
ple snd  the  way  ia  plain;  and  the  time  ia  ample  now, 
and  has  been  more  ample  than  it  is  now,  and  has  been 
wasted;  and  why  do  we  not  do  it?  There  can  be  but 
one  answer.     We  do  not  wish  to  do  it. 

Well  sir,  (he  said,)  if  we  will  not,  he  #ould  send  as 
much  of  it  back  to  bis  own  State  and  people  aa  be  eoitld. 
This  disturbs  the  constitutional  sensibilities  of  some  gen- 
tlemen desperately.  Where  are  their  cooatituUonal 
difficulties  when  they  are  rs'sing  and  holding  it  against 
all  right  and  all  constitution^     • 

He  said  he  did  not  mean  to  advocate  dislnbutiofi« 
tariff,  breach  of  constitution,  consolidation;  nothing 
like  it.  All  this  thing  is  done.  The -money  has  been 
raised  almost  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  or  rather  the 
sums  that  paid  off  our  debts,  and  left  tbia  balance  under 
protecting  duties;  against  which  he  had  labored  all  he 
could,  and  all  in  vain.  What  abould  be  done  with  them? 
He  knew  they  corrupted  the  people's  agents,  in  the 
Statea  as  well  as  here.  Those  agenta  are  neither  bet. 
ter  nor  worse  than  they  are  here.  This  is  the  reason 
that  we  cannot  find  out  and  agree  upon  what  aball  be 
done  with  the  money.  They  that  have  it  there,  as  veil 
as  tliey  that  have  it  here,  do  not  wiah  to  part  with  it. 

We  can  reduce  the  amount  by  stopping  the  sales  cf 
the  land— but  we  will  not.  We  can  bring  it  down  by 
giving  the  lands  away  to  the  States  and  Territories  but 
we  will  not.  1  think  either  preferable  to  thia  stale  ot 
things.  As  to  the  idea  that  we  fhall  sell  the  lands  to 
the  people'  for  lets  money  than  we  can  get  for  thtm. 
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his  fMreposterous  in  the  statement.  Would  we  do  so 
vUh  oar  own  Unflt?  Certainly  not.  Why,  then«  do  so 
with  the  public  property } 

If  we  give  any,  let  us  say  so,  and  tell  to  whom  we 
give  it.  If  we  sell,  let  us  sell  as  we  sell  our  own  prop- 
erty. When  we  give,  if  we  have  any  right  to  give,  let 
tts  tell  the  people  to  whom  we  give  it. 

He  had  np  idea  (he  said)  that  there  was  any  prospect 
whttever  of  reducing  the  income,  snd  had,  at  the  same 
time,  no  befief  that,  while  these  vast  sums  were- collect- 
ed and  kept  either  in  the  State  or  United  States  Treas- 
ury, the  currency  could  be  kept  steady.  There  was 
but  one  way  to  keep  that  steady.  Let  every  msn  mind 
bis  own  business,  take  care  of  his  own  money,  and  pay 
his  own  debts,  and  that  promptly,  in  sny  money  that  his 
creditors  will  take,  as  soon  as  they  fall  due;  and  let  the 
Government  do  the  same,  and  tske  care  to  collect  no 
more  than  it  needs,  and  spend  no  more  than  is  necessa- 
ry, and  I  will  warrant  the  currency  to  be  kept  steady. 
The  Government  and  its  officers,  having  under  their 
control  these  vast  sums,  can  unseitle  the  currency,  and 
they  will  do  it,  whoever  may  be  at  the  headt  and  neither 
act  nor  proviso,  nor  the  great  central  controlling  money 
power,  (the  Bank  of  the  United  States,)  can  prevent  it. 
All  such  things  serve  rather  to%hieM  the  officer  th*n  to 
expose  hiffi  to  responsibility.  If^  then,  I  vote  for  any 
of  these  bills,  or  provisoes  to  them,  fwish  now  to  notify 
the  House,  and  particularly  my  constituents,  that  I  have 
little  faith  in  any  measure  in  regard  to  regulating  the  cur- 
rency, or  providing  a  better,  or  any  thing  else  that  is 
good  in  public  matters,  until  the  revenues  of  the  Gov- 
ernment are  greatly  reduced,  and  these  vast  sums  al- 
ready accumulated,  and  held,  directiv  or  indirectly,  it  is 
imnMterial  which,  under  the  control  of  the  officers  of 
the  Government,  either  State  or  Federal,  be  returned  to 
the  people,  or  actually  spent. 

Mr.  PATTON  supported  the  bill,  and  opposed  the 
aniendment,  which  he.  insisted  went  to  nullify  the  bill. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND,  remarking  that  the  House  and 
the  nation  well  understood  the  whole  subject,  demanded 
the  previous  question.. 

Mr.  GALQRAITU  inquired  if  the  previous  question 
would  cut  off*  the  amendment  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  such  would  be  the  eff*ect  of 
the  success  of  that  motion. 

The  House  seconded  the  demand  for  the  previous 
question:  Teas  83,  nays  66. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  then  said,  as  this  previoas  ques- 
tion was  one  of  the  most  important  ever  taken  in  that 
House,  he  must  ask  for  the  yeas  andftsys  on  the  question, 
"Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put?"  which  were  or- 
dered. 

Mr.  EL  MORE  said,  as  he  had  voted,  under  a  misappre- 
hensioo,  for  the  second  to  the  previous  question,  he 
would  move  a  reconsideration  of  that  vote. 

The  CHAIR.  The  motion  was  a  novel  one,  but  he  bad 
no  doubt  of  its  not  being  in  order. 

The  queation  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  af- 
firmatiTe:  Yeas  126,  nays  71,  as  follows: 

TftAS— Messrs.  Adams,  C.  Allan,  H.  Allen,  Anthony, 
Bailey,  Bond,  Boon,  Borden,  Bouldin,  Bovee,  Buchanan, 
Bunch,  J.  Calboon,  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey,  G.  Cham- 
bers, J.  Chambers,  Chapman,  Chetwood,  Childs,  N.  H. 
Ckubome,  J.  F.  U.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Connor,  Corwin, 
Craig,  Crane,  Cuahiog,  Darlington,  Dawaon,  Denny,  El- 
more, Evans,  Everett,  Fowler,  J.  Garland,  R.  Garland , 
Gboiaoo,  Graham,  Granger,  Graves,  Grayson,  Grennell, 
Griffin,  H.  Hall,  HarUn,  Harper,  S.  S.  Harrison,  Haw- 
kins ilazeltine,  Henderson,  Hiester,  Herod,  Hoar,  Hop- 
kine,  Howard,  Ilowell,  Hubley,  Huntsman,  Ingersoll, 
W.  Jackson,  Janes,  J .  W.  Jones,  Kilgore,  Lane,  Lawler, 
Lawrence,  Lay,  G.  Lee,  L.  Lea,  Lewii|  Lincoln,  Love, 


Lucas,  Lyon,  Msrtin,  S.  Mason,  Msury,  May,  McCarty, 
McComas,  McKennan,  Milligan,  Montgomery,  Morgan, 
Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Owens,  Parker,  Patton,  D.  J. 
Pearce,  J.  A.  Pearce,  Pearson,  Pettigrew,  Phelps, 
Phillips.  Pickens,  Pinekney,  Potts,  Reed,  John  Reynolds, 
Richardson,  Robertson,  Schenck,  Shields,  Slade,  Sloane, 
Spangkr,  Sprague,  Standefer,  Steele,  Storer,  Suther- 
land, Taliaferro,  W.  Thompson,  Turner,  Wagener, 
Washington,  Webster,  White,  £.  Whittlesey,  L.  Wil- 
liams, S.  Williams,  Wise,  Yell~136. 

NATs^Messrs.  Barton,  Beale,  Bean,  Beaumont, 
Black,  Bookee,  Boyd,  Brigpfs,  Brown,  Burns,  W.  B. 
Calhoun,  Cambreleng,  Chapm,  Coles,  Cramer,  Crary, 
Cttshman,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Efner,  Farlln, 
French,  Fry,  Puller,  Galbraith,  Haley,  J.  Hall,  Hamer, 
Hannegan,  Hardin,  A.  G.  Harrison,  Hawes,  Haynes, 
Holt,  Huntington,  Ingham,  C.  Johnson,  B.  Jones,  Lan- 
sing, J.  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan,  Loyal  I,  A.  Mann,  J. 
Mann,  W.  Mason,  M.  Mason,  McKay,  McKeon,  McKim, 
McX«ene,  Mercer,  Page,  Parks,  F.  Pierce,  Rencher,  Jo- 
seph Reynolds,  Rogers,  Seymour,  A.H.  Shepperd,  Shinn, 
Sicklei^  Smith,  Taylor,  J.  Thomson,  Turrill,  Under- 
wood, Vanderpoel,  Vinton,  Ward,  Wardwell^Tl. 
So  the  House  ordered  the  main  question  to  be  now  put. 
Mr.  McCARTY  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
main  question;  which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas 
143,  nays  59,  as  follows: 

YsAS— Messrs.  Adamp,  C.  Allan,  H.  Allen,  Anthony, 
Bailey,  Beale,  Bell,  Bond,  Boon,  Borden,  Bouldin, 
Bovee,  Brlggs,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  J.  Calhoon,  W.  B.  Cal- 
houn, Campbell,  Carter,  Caaey,  G.  Chambers,  J.  Cham- 
bers, Chapman,  Chetwood,  Childs,  N.  H.  Claiborne, 
J.  F.  H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Connor,  Corwin,  Craig, 
Crane,  Crary,  Gushing,  Dawson,  Denny,  Elmore,  Evans, 
Everett,  Fowler,  French,  J.  Garland,  R.  Garland,  Ghol. 
son,  Graham,  Granger,  Graven,  Grayson,  Grennell,  Grif- 
fin, Hiland  Hall,  Hannegan,  Harlan,  Harper,  S.  S.  Har- 
rison, Hawkins,  Haynes,  Hazeltine,  Henderaon,  Hiester, 
Herod,  Hoar,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Howell,  Hubley,  Hunt, 
Huntaman,  Ingersoll,  Ingham,  W.  J«ckson,  Janes,  Jeni- 
fer, J.  W.  Jones,  Kilgore,  Lane,  Lawler,  Lawrence, 
Lay,  G.  Lee,  L.  Lea,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Love,  Lucas, 
Lyon,  J.  Mann,  Martin,  S.  Mason,  Maury,  May,  McCar* 
ty,  McComas,  McKennan,  McKim,  Mercer,  Milligan, 
Montgomery,  Morgan,  Morris,  Muhlenberg,  Owens, 
Parker,  Patton,  D.  J.  Peirce,  J.  A.  Pearce,  Pearson, 
Pettigrew,  Phelps,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Pinekney,  Potts, 
Reed,  Rencher,  John  Reynolds,  Richardson,  Robertson, 
Schenck,  W.  B.  Sbepard,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Shields, 
Slade,  Sloane,  Spangler,  Sprague,  SUndefer,  Steele, 
Storer,  Sutherland,  Taliaferro,  W.  Thompson,  Turner, 
Underwood,  Vinton,  Wagener,  Washington,  Webster, 
White,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  S.  Williams, 
Yell— 143. . 

Nats — Messrs.  Ash,  Barton,  Bean,  Beaumont,  Blsck, 
Bockee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Burns,  Cambreleng,  Chaney, 
Chapin,  Coles,  Cusbman,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Ef- 
ner,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  Fry,  Fuller,  Galbraith,  J.  Hall, 
Hamer,  Hardin,  A.  G.  Harrison,  Hawes,'Hult,  Hunting, 
ton,  Jarvis,  C.  Johnson,  B.  Jones,  Lansing,  J.  Lee, 
Leonard,  Logan,  Loyall,  A.  Mann,  W.  Maaon,  M.  Ma- 
son, McKay,  McKeon,  McLene ,  Page,  Parks,  P.  Pierce, 
Joseph  Reynolds,  Rogers,  Seymour,  Shinn,  Sickles, 
Smith,  Taylor,  Thomas,  J.  Thomson,  Turrill,  Vander- 
poel, Ward,  Wardwell— 59. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and  was 
Then  read  a  third  time  and  pMsed,  (after  some  remarks 
from  Mr.  HARDIN,  explanatory  of  his  reasons  fur  voting 
sgainst  the  biH.) 

A  joint  resolution  was  received  from  the  Senate,  sus- 
pending the  operation  of  the  16tb  joint  rule,  so  as  to  su- 
thorise  bills  which  passed  either  House  on  the  28tb  ult. 
to  be  Knt  to  either  House. 


3091 


GALES  Sl  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


2092 


H.  ov  R.] 


Land  BiU. 


[MiRca  1, 1837. 


Mr.  GAMBRELENG  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  resolution  until  after  the  recess. 

After  some  remarks  frofn  Messrs.  GARLAND  of  Lou- 
isiana, ADAMS,  C.  JOHNSON,  MERGER,  and  SUTH- 
ERLAND, the  motion  to  postpone  was  agreed  to. 

LAND  BILL. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  Sen- 
ate  billsb  on  the  Speaker's  table,  coming  up  on  the  ques- 
tion of  reference. 

The  first  in  order  was  the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled 
«  An  act  to  prohibit  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  except 
to  actual  settlers,  in  limited  quantities,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses}" which  bill  had  heretofore  been  read  a  first  time, 
and  was  arrested  in  ita  further  progress  by  an  objectiim 
from  Mr«  Haadiv  to  the  second  reading;  which  objec- 
tion brought  the  question  directly  before  the  House, 
"  Shall  this  bill  be  rejected?" 

Mr.  HARDIN  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  and  concluded 
his  remarks  in  opposition  to  the  bill.  After  which,  he 
withdrew  his  objection  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  renewed  the  objection. 

And,  pending  the  question,  the  hour  of  three  having 
arrived,  the  House  took  a  recess  until  half  past  four 
o'clock. 

EvBviiro  Sassioir.  ' 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  from 
the  Senate  entitled  <*An  act  to  prohibit  the  sales  of 
public  lands  except  to  actual  settlers,  in  limited  quanti- 
ties, and  for  other  purposes." 

Mr.  BOON  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  but,  after  some 
conversation,  g^ve  way  to 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  who  renewed  the  motion  made 
by  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Haddif,]  and  withdrawn,  to  re- 
ject the  bill. 

Mr.  U.  then  made  an  argument  of  considerable  length 
against  the  provisions  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  then  obUined  the  floor, 
and  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  LOVE  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GHOLSON  moved  a  call  of  the  House.    Lost. 

Mr.  GARLAND  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
motion  to  lay  on  the  tables  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  moved  a  call  of  the  House,  and,  on 
that  motion,  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  62,  nays  124. 

So  the  House  refused  to  order  the  call. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  Ubie,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas 
107,  nays  91,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Adams,  Alford,  Heman  Allen,  Bailey, 
Beale,  Bond,  Briggs,  Buchanan,  Bunch,  John  Galhoon, 
WiHia-n  B.  Calhoun,  Campbell,  Carter,  George  Cham- 
hers.  John  Chambers,  Chancy,  Cbetwood,  Cnilds,  Na- 
thaniel H.  Claiborne,  Connor,  Corwin,  Craig,  Crane, 
Gushing,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Deb?rry,  Denny,  Drom- 
goole,  Elmore,  Evans,  Everett,  Fowler,  French,  James 
Garland,  Gntham,  Granger,  Grantlaod,  Graves,  Grayson, 
Grennelf,  Griffin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin,  Harlan, 
Harper,  Samuel  S.  Harrison,  Hawes,  Hawkins,  Hender- 
son, Hiester,  Herod,  Hoar,  Hopkins,  Howell,  Ingersoll, 
William  Jackson,  Janes,  Joseph  Johnson,  John  W. 
Jones,  Kennon,  Kitgore,  Lawrence,  Lay,  Luke  Lea, 
Lincoln,  Love,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  McComas,^Mc- 
Kennan,  McLene,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Morgan,  Morris, 
Parker,  Fatten,  James  A.  Pearqe,  Peapsnn,  Pettierew,  | 
Phillips,  Pickens,  Po!»s,  Heed,  Rencher,  Richardson, 
R  jbertaon,  Rogers,  Schenck,  William  B.  Shepard,  Au- 
gustine H.  Shepperd,  Slade,  Smith,  Spangler,  Steele, 
Sturer,  Sutherland,  Taliaferro,  Waddy  Thompson,  Un- 
derwood, Vinton,  Washington,  Elisba  Whittlesey,  Lew- 
is Williams,  Wise— -107.  - 
Naxs— Messrs.  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton,  Bean,  Beau- 


mont, Black,  Bockee,  Boon,  Borden,  Bovee,  Boyd, 
Brown,  Bums,  Cambreleng,  Casey,  Chapman,  Chipin, 
John  v.  H.  Claiborne,  Coles,  Cramer,  Crary,  Cushman, 
Doubleday,  Dunlap,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  Fry,' Fuller,  Gat- 
braith,  Rice  Garland,  Gholson,  Haley,  Joseph  Hall,  Hi' 
mer,  Albert  G.  Harrison,  HayneSf  Holt,  Howard,  Hub 
ley.  Hunt,  Huntington,  Huntsman,  Jarvts,  Cave  Jobs- 
son,  Henry  Johnson,  Klingensmith,  Lane,  Lansing,  Lav- 
ler,  Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Leonard,  Lewis,  Log^n, 
Loyall,  Lucas,  Lyon,  Abijah  Mann,  Job  Mann,  Martin, 
William  Mason,  Moses  Mason,  May,  McCarty,  McKay, 
McKim,  McReon,  Miller,  Muhlenberg,  Parka,  Patter- 
son, Franklin  Pierce,  Phelps,  Pinckney,  John  Reynold?, 
Seymour,  Shields,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Sprarae,  Standefer, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Vanderpoel,  Wagfe- 
ner.  Ward,  Ward  well,  Webster,  Sherrod  William*, 
Yell— 91. 
So  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 
A  number  of  Senate  bills,  on  the  Speaker's  table,  were 
then  read  twice  by  their  titles,  and  appropriately  refer- 
red to  the  standing  committees. 

The  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  executrix  of  R. 
W.  Meade  coming  up  on  its  first  md  second  reading, 
Mr.  A.  MANN  moved  lo  lay  the  same  on  the  table. 
Mr.  LANE  demanded  llie  yeas  and  nays,  but  with 
drew  the  motion. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  the  motion  to  liy  Ibe 
bill  oil  the  table  was  agreed  to:  Yeas  82,  nays  61. 

The  Senate  bill  to  remit  the  duties  on  certain  goods 
destroyed  by  the  late  conflagration  in  the  city  of  New 
York  coming  up  on  the  question  of  reference, 
Mr.  HAWES  moved  to  Isy  it  on  the  table. 
Mr.  CAMBRELENG  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 
which  were  not  ordered. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  was  rejected 
Yeas  71,  nays  79. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  the  commitment  of  the 
bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  C.  JOHNSON  moved  Its  commitment  to  tbe  Coir.- 
mittee  of  Wsys  and  Means,  but  withdrew  the  motion  on 
the  suggestion  of  Mr.  McKEON  that  a  bill  similar  to 
this  was  now  in  Committee  of  the  ^hole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  bill  was  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tbe  state  of 
the  Union. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "An  act  to  organ 
izeTthe  several  fire  companies  in  the  District  of  Colom- 
bia" was  read  twice  by  its  title-,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
W.  B.  SHEPARD,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  read 
ing  at  this  time,  snd  was  passed. 

The  bill  to'  charter  the  Firemen's  Insurance  Cot- 
pany  of  Washington  and  Georgetown,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  was  read  twice  by  its  title;  and,  if^er  a  few 
remarks  from  Messrs.  WARDWELL,  W.  B.  SHKP- 
ARO,  LAWRENCE,  and  WASHINGTON, 

The  bill,  on  motion  of  Mr.  WARDWELL,  wai  so 
amended  as  to  add  a  proviso  that  it  should  be  lawful  for 
Congress,  at  any  lime,  to  alter,  amend,  or  repeal  the 
same. 

And,  thus  amended,  the  bill,  on  motion  of  Mr.  W.  B. 
SHEPARD,  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading  to-morrow 
The  Senate  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  thescT- 
eral  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports**  coming  up  on  'ts 
first  and  second  reading, 

Mr.  CAMaUELENG  moved  its  comipitment  to  tbe 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  its  commitment  to  the  Committee 
on  Manufactures. 

And,  the  question  being  taken,  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Cambbblxro  prevailed. 
Several  bills  from  the  Senate  were  eeverally  icto  » 


k. 


2093 


OP  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


2094 


Makcb  3,  1837.] 


Namd  Jpprmtieu — Ifwe$tigatum  BeporUf  &e. 


[H.  Of  a 


fint  Mid  leGood  timei  mnd  then  read  a  third  ttme  and 
pafsed. 

The  joint  reiolulion  from  the  Senate,  authorizing  the 
purchase  and  distribution  of  a  number  of  copies  or  Ma* 
corab'«  Tactics^  coming  up  on  the  first  and  second  read- 

Mr.  HAWBS  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  ta- 
ble; which  motion  prevailed:  Yeas  78,  nays  not  counted. 

Mr.  HOWARD  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  jqint  resolution  of  the  Senate,  authorising  the 
purchase  of  Macomb's  Tactics^  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Me.  HAWES  moved  to  lay  that  motion  on  the  tablei 
which  bat  motion,  after  an  inefTectual  effort,  on  the  part 
of  Mr.  THOMPSON,  to  induce  Mr.  H.  to  withdraw  it, 
prevailed. 

So  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOWARD,  the  House  took  up, 
considered,  and  concurred  in,  the  amendmentr  of  the 
Senate  to  the  hill  repealing  the  discriminating  duties  on 
Dutch  and  Belgian  vessels  and  their  cargoes.     • 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  made  an  ineffectual  motion 
sgaia  to  go  into  committee  on  ceriaiii  bilb. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RENCHER,  at  nine  o'clock. 

The  House  adjourned. 

Thdrsdat,  Mabcb  3, 

NAVAL  APPRENTICES. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  enlistment  of  boys  in  the  na- 
val service  of  the  United  States  being  under  considera* 
tion, 

Mr.  McKIM  moved,  as  an  amendment,  a  bill,  report- 
ed daring  the  last  sesiion  of  Congress^  which  defines  the 
nember  of  men  and  boys  to  be  shipped  in  the  merchant 
service,  and  authorizing  the  owners  and  commanders  of 
vessels  to  take  boys  as  apprentices,  &c. 

After  soine  remarks  from  Messrs.  CAMBRELENG, 
JARVIS,  McKIM,  PARKER,  HOWARD,  HAYNES, 
and  G.  LEE,  the  amendmentVas  rejected. 

Mr.  6RENNELL  moved  an  amendment  providing  for 
the  education  of  the  said  boys  in  the  naval  service,  un- 
der certain  restrictions.  . 

.  Mr.  JARVIS  requested  the  (gentleman  from  Mipsa- 
chusetts  to  withdraw  this  smendment.  The  education 
of  the  boys  would  be  regulated  by  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment. 

Mr.  GRENNELL  said  the  enlistment  of  boys  was  a 
new  policy,  and  be  wished  to  make  it  as  efficient  as  pos- 
9ibl&,  by  giving  them  such  an  education  as  would  fit  them 
not  only  for  the  duties  of  sailors  but  for  those  of  civil 
life. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 
And  the  bill,  having  been  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
at  this  time,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

INVESTIGATION  REPORTS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GARLAND,  the  report  of  the  mi- 
i>ority  of  the  select  .committee  of  which  he  is  chairman 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  GARLAND  moved  to  print  5,000  extra  copies  of 
the  two  reports,  without  the  evidence. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  consider  the  motion  at 
this  time, 

Mr.  HAWBS  moved  to  amend  this  motion  by  adding 
$,000  oopies  of  the  report  of  the  select  committee  on  the 
West  Point  Academy.     Agreed  to:  Teas  64,  nays  48. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  moved  to  amend  the  motion  by 
adding  5,000  copies  of  the  report  of  the  select  commit* 
tee  on  amendments  to  the  constitution. 

And  the  original  motion,  as  amended,  wes  then  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  PEYTON,  by  leave,  presented  certain  additional 
vietrs  of  the  tniaority  of  the  select  committee  of  which 


Mr.  Gablaitb  is  chairman  s  which  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

SUSPENSION  OF  RULES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  Hoote  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  a  joint  reaokition  suspend^ 
ing  the  16th  joint  rule  of  the  two  Houses,  so  as  to  aa« 
thorize  the  sending  from  one  House  to  the  other  such 
bills  as  passed  either  House  on  the  38th  olt. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  to  amend  the  resolutkm 
by  adding  « that  the  17th  joint  rule,  which  prohibits  the 
sending  of  bills  to  the  President  on  the  laat  day  of  the 
session,  be  also  suspended." 

Mr.  PARKER  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
adding  at  the  end  thereof  ••until  tomorrow  at  twelve 
o'clocTc." 

After  some  renmrks  from  Messrs.  PICKENS  and 
MERCER,  the  Question  on  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment  was  taken,  and  the  same  was  rejected. 

And,  after  some  further  remarks  from  Messrs.  MER- 
CER, CAMBRELENG,  CRAIG,  GAVE  JOHNSON, 
and  VINTON,  the  question  on  the  amendment  was 
taken,  and  carried. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Louisians,  moved  to  amend  the 
resolution  by  adding  that  the  16th  joint  rule  be  suspend- 
ed, if  the  Senate  concur,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving 
certain  bills  from  the  House,  (therein  enumerated,)  and 
to  receive  from  the  Senate  such  bills  as  may  be  designa* 
ted  by  that  body. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  PICKENS,  GHOL- 
SON,  and  VINTON,  the  queation  was  taken,  and  the 
amendment  was  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WARDWELL,  the  words  *<  joint 
resolutions"  were  inserted  after  the  word  V  bills." 

Mr.  McKAY  proposed  to  strike  out  the  first  portion  of 
the  resolution,  which  suspends  the  16th  rule. 

Mr.  PICKENS  raised  the  point  of  order,  that  a  vote 
of  two  thirds  would  be  required  to  decide  the  ques* 
tlon. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  rule  which  required 
a  vote  of  two  thirds  for  the  suspension  or  poitponement 
of  the  order  of  business  applied  to  the  rules  of  this 
House,  and  not  to  the  joint  laws  of  the  two  Houses. 

Mr.  PICKENS  appealed  from  the  decision. 

The  appeal  was  debated  by  Messrs.  SUTHERLAND 
and  PICKENS. 

The  SPEAKER  stated,  in  full,  the  words  of  h|s  de- 
cision, referring  to  the  precedents  in  the  House  in  such 
esses. 

Mr.  WARDWELL  called  for  the  previous  question; 
which  the  House  seconded. 

And  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now  taken. 

Mr.  HAWES  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
main  question;  which  were  ordered. 

And  the  main  question,  "  Shall  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  House?"  was  taken, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Teas  134,  nays  43. 

So  the  deciaion  of  the  Chair  was  affirmed  by  the 
House. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  concurring  in  the 
joint  resolution,  as  amended, 

Mr.  TURRILL  demanded  the  previous  question;  which 
was  seconded  by  the  House. 

And  the  main  question  wss  ordered  to  be  now  taken. 
Mr.  GRAVES  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  main 
question;  ^hich  were  refused. 

And  the  main  question,  being  on  concurrence  with 
the  Senate  in  their  joint  resolution  as  concurred  in,  waa 
taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 
So  the  resolution  was  concurred  in. 
Alter  some  conversation  as  to  priority  of  business,  be- 
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tveeo  Afesara.  CAMBRELEKG  and  BELL»  the  Home 
proceeded  to  the  conBideration  of  the 

FORTIFICATION  BILL. 

The  bill  making  appropriation!  for  certain  fortifica- 
tions for  the  year  1837,  and  for  other  purposea,  bad  been 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amendment,  striking 
out  that  portion  of  the  bill  which  provides  that  the  money 
which  may  remain  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 
on  the  1st  of  January  next,  reserving  five  millions  of 
dollars,  shall  be  deposited  with  the  several  States,  ac- 
cording to  certain  provisions  of  th<  act  to  regulate  the 
public  deposites,  passed  June  33,  1836«  and  the  ques- 
tion was  on  concurring  with  the  Senate  in  their  amend- 
ment* 

Mr.  BELL  said  he  would  make  but  a  remark  or  two 
upon  the  motion  which  he  proposed  to  make  in  relation 
to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate. 

The  House  had  incorporated  the  clause  for  a  distribu- 
tion of  any  surplus  which  might  be  in  the  Treasury  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  among  the  States,  into  the  fortifica- 
tion bill,  by  a  large  and  decisive  msjority.  The  Senate 
amended  the  bin  by  striking  out  this  most  important  pro- 
vision; am)  this  House,  upon  a  reconsideration  of  the 
subject,  reaffirmed  their  first  decision,  and  disagreed  to 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  by  a  msjority  equally  de- 
cisive, and  one  which,  under  the  circumstances,  I  might 
say  was  overwhelming.  The  Senate  has  thought  proper, 
nevertheless,  to  insist  upon  its  amendment;  and  the 
question  is  now  presented*  whether  we  shall  recede  from 
the  ground  we  have  taken,  or  firmly  adhere  to  a  meas- 
ure which  we  believe  to  be  of  vital  interest  The  ques- 
tion is  one  of  the  first  magnitude,  of  the  greatest  impor- 
tance, and  connected  directly  with  the  permanent 
interest  and  welfare  of  the  whole  country.  We  have 
now  to  decide  whether  th>s,  the  popular  branch  of  the 
National  Legislature — whether  we,  the  representatives 
of  the  people,  to  whom  the  constitution  has  intrusted,  in 
an  especial  manner,  the  guardianship  and  the  duty  of 
.preserving  the  public  treasure— shall  surrender  up  our 
trust,  abandon  our  own  views  of  public  duty,  and  con- 
form to  the  wishes  and  will  of  the  Senate.  A  principle 
of  deep  interest  is  thus  involved  in  this  question,  besides 
that  of  mere  expediency  in  relation  to  the  particular 
measure  under  consideration.  Can  any  one  doubt  the 
line  of  dutf  thus  plainly  marked  out  to  us?  Are  we  not 
bound,  in  justice  to  ourselves,  in  justice  to  the  constitu- 
tion and  to  the  best  interests  of  the  country,  firmly  to 
adhere  to  our  first  resolve?  Upon  the  point  of  expedi- 
ency, whatever  doubt  may  have  existed  in  the  minds  of 
any,  whether  there  would  be^a  surplus  of  any  consider- 
able amount  at  the  end  of  the  year,  when  this  proposi- 
tion was  first  submitted,  surely  now,  since  the  land  bill 
has  been  laid  upon  the  table,  and  not  the  alightest  pros- 
pect remains  of  reviving  it  at  the  present  session,  there 
is  no  longer  any  ground  of  uncertainty  as  to  that  ques- 
tion. All  must  now  admit,  not  only  that  there  will  be  a 
surplus,  but  that  it  will  be  a  very  large  one;  and  the 
question  is  now  presented*  and  must  be  decided  by  the 
vote  which  we  are  about  to  take,  whether  the  fifteen  or 
twenty  millions  in  the  Treasury,  over  and  above  the  de- 
mands of  the  public  service,  will  be  more  secure  when 
deposited  with  and  distributed  among  the  several  States 
of  the  Union,  or  in  State  banks  over  which  we  have  no 
control,  whose  condition  at  this  moment  is  inflated,  un- 
certain, and  perilous  in  the  highest  degree.  Those  who 
think  the  States  less  safe  or  trustworthy  than  the  numer- 
ous State  banks  which  hold  the  public  moneys  in  depos- 
ite  will  of  course  be  against  us. 

Another  great  question  is  presented,  and  must  be  de- 
etded  by  our  present  action.  It  is,  whether  we  shall  suf- 
fer a  surplus  revenue,  the  unavoidable  and  unforeseen 
result  of  past  legislation,  to  remaio  in  the  national  Treas- 


ury to  tempt  the  next  Congress,  as  it  has  done  tlie  pres- 
ent one,  to  swell  the  expenditures  of  the  Government  in 
a  degree  and  in  a  manner  wholly  inconsistent  with^very 
idea  of  economy.  I  do  not  intend  to  enter  further  into 
the  argument.  I  have  observed,  at  another  step  of  the 
progress  of  this  measure,  that  I  considered  the  argu- 
ment, both  for  and  against  it,  fully  before  the  country « 
and  I  conclude  by  moving  that  this  House  do  insist  upon 
its  disagreement  to  the  Senate'a  amendment. 

The  SPEAKER  aaid  that  motion,  if  rejected,  would 
be  equivalent  to  a  motion  to  agree  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  MERCER  submitted  some  remarka  in  favor  of  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Bxll,  in  which  he  referred  to  aome  sta- 
tistical statements,  showing  the  probable  amount  of  sur- 
plus revenue  which  would  be  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st 
of  January  next. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  said  that  this  was  a  motion  to 
disagree,  and  he  had  understood  the  Speaker  to  decide 
that  the  motion  to  dissgree,  if  rejected,  would  tie  equiv- 
alent to  a  vote  of  agreement. 

The  CHAIR  said  such  would  be  its  effect. 

Mr.  VANDERPOEL  then  said  that,  as  he  believed 
every  gentleman  had  made  up  hia  mind,  he  would  move 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  CHILDS  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  GRAVES  asked  the  yeas  snd  nays;  which  were 
ordered,  and  were:  Teas  71,  nays  113. 

So  the  call  was  refused. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  demand  for  the 
previous  question,  and  was  decided  In  the  affirmative. 

So  there  was  a  second. 

Mr.  HOVf  ELL  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  order- 
ing the  main  question;  which  were  refused.  And  the 
House  determined  that  the  main  question  should  b«  now 
taken. 

Mr.  BELL  a^ked  for  the  yeas  and  nays'  on  the  nftaia 
question;  which  were  ordered. 

And  the  main  question,  "  Will  the  House  dissgree  to 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate?"  was  taken,  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative,  aa  follows: 

YiAS— Messrs.' Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Heman  Allen, 
Bailey,  Belf,  Bond,  Borden,  Briggs,  Buchanan,  BunCb, 
John  Cathoon,  Wtlliam  B.  Calhoun,  Campbell,  Carter, 
Casey,  George  Chambers,  John  Chambers,  Chetwood, 
Childs,  Nathaniel  H.  Claiborne,  Clark,  Connor,  Cor^ 
win,  Crane,  Gushing,  Darlington,  Dawson,  Deberrr, 
Denny,  Elmore,  Evans,  Everett,  French,  Rice  Gar- 
land, Graham,  Granger,  Graven,  Grayaon,  Grennell, 
Griffin,  Hiland  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Harper, 
Hawes,  Hszeltine,  Henderson,  Hiester,  Herod,  Hosr, 
Hopkins,  Howell,  Hunt,  Ingeraoll,  fVilliam  Jackson, 
Janes,  Jenifer,  Henry  Johnson,  Kennon,  Kilgoie,  Lane, 
Lawrence,  Lay,  Luke  Lea,  Lewis,  Lincoln^  Love, 
Lyon,  Job  Mann,  Samaon  Mason,  Maury,  May,  McCarty, 
McComas,  McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Montgomery, 
Morgan,  Morris,  Parker,  James  A.  Pearce,  Pearson, 
Pettigrew,  Peyton,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Potts,  Reed, 
Rencher,  John  Reynot4f,  Robertson,  William  B. 
Shepard,  Augustine  H.  Shepperd,  Slade,  Spangler, 
Standefer,  Steele,  Storer,  Stitherland,  Waddy  I'horop- 
son.  Turner,  Underwood,  Vinton,  Waahington,  White, 
Elisba  Whittlesey,  Lewia  Williams,  Sberrod  Wil- 
liams—110. 

NATs-^Messrs.  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton,  Deale,  Bean, 
Beaumont,  Black,  Bockeei  Bovee,  Boyd,  Brown,  Burnc, 
Bynum,  Cambreieng,  Cheney,  Cbapin,  John  F.  H. 
Claiborne,  Coles,  Craig,  Cramer,  Crary,  Cushman, 
Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  Fry, 
Fuller,  James  Garland,  Gholson,  Glascock,  Grantland, 
Haley,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  Albert  G.  Harrison,  Hawkins, 
HayneSy  Holt,  Howard,  Hubley,  Huntington,  HuntaoMin, 
Ingham,  Jarvis,  Joseph  Johnson,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
Cave  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Benjsmin  Jone%  Laosin^^, 
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Lftwier,  Gideon  Lee,  Jotbua  Lee,  Thomas  Lee,  Leonr 
ard,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lucas,  William  Mason,  M.  Mason, 
McKay,  McKeon,  McKim,  McLene,  Miller,  Muhlenberg, 
Patterson,  Patton,  Franklin  Pierce,  Dutee  J.  Pearce, 
Phelps,  Pinckney,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Rogerir,  Schenck, 
Seymottr,  Shields,  Shinn,  Sickles,  Smith,  Taylor, 
Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Turrill,  Yanderpoel,  Wage- 
ner.  Ward,  Wardwell,  Webster,  Thomas  T.  Whittlesey, 
Wise,  Ye]I^94. 

So  the  House  disagreed  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate. 

INDIAN  APPROPRIATION  BILL- 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENO,  the  House  then 
resojved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Pikrcb,  of  New  Hampshire, 
in  the  chair,)  and,  on  motion  of  ibe  same  gentleman,  took 
up  the  amendments  of  tbe  Senate  to  the  *'  Indian  annuity 
bill,"  which  having  been  concurred  in — 

Mr.  CAMBRELENO  sobmitted  several  additional 
items,  which  he  said  bad  under|r6ne  the  revision  both  of 
the  Conmittee  of  Ways  and  Means  and  tbe  chairmin  of 
tbe  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

The  principal  of  these  were  as  follows: 

For  carrying  into  effect  th%  treaty  with  the  Menomo- 
niea,  of  September,  1836,  $288,540. 

For  carrying^  into  effect  the  treaty  witli  tbe  Pottawat- 
imiea,  of  August,  1836,  $73,433. 

For  the  same  with  the  loways.  of  September,  1838, 
$65,590. 

For  tbe  sime  with  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  of  September, 
1836,  $138,240. 

For  tbe  same  with  the  Missourias^  $3,000. 

For  the  same  with  the  Omahas,  $2,470. 

Several  other  additional  items  were  also  proposed,  to* 
getbcr  with  a  proposition  for  an  inquiry  into  the  depre- 
dations committed  by  the  hostile  Indians  of  the  South, 
(the  latter  slightly  modified  on  motion  of  Mr.  £.  WHIT- 
TLESEY;) all  of  which  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  sub- 
mitted several  additional  items  and  amendments;  which 
were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Virginia,  submitted  an  amend- 
ment proposing  an  appropriation  of  $17,000  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  holding  treaties  with  all  the  Indian  tribes 
east  of  tbe  Mississippi,  and  of  examining  tbe  country  to 
be  asHgned  to  them,  &c. ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

l^e  bill  was  then  laid  aside,  to  be  reported  to  tbe 
House* 

NAVAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  committee  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBREL- 
ENG,  took  up  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  '*  bill 
making  appropriations  for  tbe  naval  service  for  tbe  year 
1837." 

All  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  with  one  exception, 
were  concurred  in. 

The  amendment  appropriating  the  sum  of  $100^000 
for  launching  tbe  ship  of  the  line  Pennsylvania  was 
taken  up. 

Mr.  FRENCH  moved  to  amend  it  by  inserting  a  pro- 
vision authorizing  the  Prt;sident  to  select  and  cause  to 
be  purchased,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  sick  seamen  and 
boatmen  on  the  Western  waters,  suitable  sites  for  marine 
hospitals^  &c.,  not  exceeding  three  upon  the  Ohio,  three 
upon  the  Mississippi,  and  one  upon  Lake  Erie;  which, 
after  tome  remarks  from  Messrs.  FRENCH,  PHILLIPS, 
nurCPLAP,  DENNY,  and  JARVIS,  was  agreed  to. 
*  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  proposed  an  item  of 
$70,000  for  tbe  erection  of  a  marine  hospital  at  New 
Orleans;  which,  after  some  cemarks  from  Messrs. 
JOBNSON,  HUNT,  SMITH,  and  WILLIAMS  of 
North  Carolina,  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HARPER  then  adduced  a  letter  from  an  officer 
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of  the  navy,  in  support  of  the  propriety  of  ordering  the 
Pennsylvania  to  be  launched  forthwith,  and  said  a  few 
words  himself  in  support  of  the  amendment  of  the, Sen- 
ate; and,  after  some  further  remarks  from  Messrs. 
INGERSOLL,  REED,  and  WILLIAMS  of  North 
Carotins, 

Mr.  INGERSOIiL  moved  to  insert  $400,000  in^place 
of  $100,000.  « 

.Mr.  CAMBRELENO  resisted  this  increase,  and  said   , 
the  appropriations  in  this  bill  were  already  large  enough 
for  the  present  year— larger,  by  far,  than  met  bis  appro- 
bat  ion. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Ivgehsoll  was  then  dis- 
agreed to,  only  45  voting  for  it;  and  the  question  recur- 
ring on  agreeing  ^o  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  as 
amended  by  the  committee, 

Mr.  MERCER  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which 
Mr.  Fassch's  amendment  had  been  adopted,  but  sub- 
sequently withdrew  it. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  of  Rhode  Island,  moved  further  to 
amend  the  Senate's  amendment  by  appropriating  the 
sum  of  $15,000  for  th^  erection  of  a  marine  hospital  at 
Portland,  Maine;  $10,000  for  one  at  Wilmington,  North 
Carolina,  and  alike  for  a  similar  object  at  Newport, 
Rhode  Island;  when,  after  some  remarks  from  Messrs. 
PEARCE,  JARVIS,  and  SyTHEULAND,  the  amend- 
ment  of  Mr.  Pxabci  was  disagreed  to,  and  tbe  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate,  as  amended,  was  agreed  to:  Yeas 77, 
nays  S7, 

Mr.  LYON  moved  an  amendment  making  an  appro- 
priation of  $15,000  for  a  marine  hospital  at  Mobile.   Lost. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported,  and  the 
amendments  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  the  In- 
dian annuity  bill  having  been  agreed  to  by  the  House, 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  as  amended,  were  sever- 
ally concurred  in. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  amendment  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  moved  by  Mr.  Frbhcb,  to  tbe 
amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  naval  service  bill;  but, 
before  any  action  was  had  thereon,  the  hour  of  three 
having  arrived,  it  took  the  usual  recess  till  half  past 
four. 

EVXHING  SbSSIOK. 

NAVAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  '*  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service 

.for  the  year  1837,'*  returned  from  the  Senate  with 

amendments,  being  under  consideration;   tbe  question 

pending  was  on  concurring  with  the  Committee  of  the 

Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  in  the  following: 

The  Senate  had  amended  the  bill  by  inserting  a  clause 
appropriating  **  $100,000  for  launching  and  securing  the 
ship  of  the  Une  Pennsylvania;"  and  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  had  amended  tbe  tame  by  inserting  an  ad- 
ditional item,  authorizing  the  President  to  select  and 
cause  to  be  purchased,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  sick 
seamen  and  boatmen  on  the  Western  waters,  suitable  sites 
for  marine  hospitals,  Sec,  not  exceeding  three  upon  tbe 
Ohio,  three  upon  the  Mississippi,  and  one  upon  Lake 
Erie. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  called  for  a  division  of  tbe 
question  on  the  amendment,  so  as  to  take  it  separately 
on  that  of  the  Senate  and  that  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  CHAIR  ruled  that  such  a  division  was  out  of 
order,  but  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
that  he  might  attain  his  object  by  a  motion  to  recommit 
the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and,  if  that  mo- 
tion should  prevail,  then  moving  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  by  which  the  amendtnent  to  tbe  amendment  had 
been  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  accordingly  made  that  motion. 

Mr.  WARS  WELL  moved  the  prerious  question,  but 
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the  House  refuted  to  second  it{  |nd  the  motion  to  recom- 
mit was  diMfifreed  to,  without  a  division. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  moved  an  amendment 
making  appropriations  for  ^narine  hospitals  at  New 
Orleans,  Mobile,  Portland,  Newport,  and  Wilmington, 
North  Carolina,  amounting  in  all  to  $115,000. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  JOHNSON  of  Lou- 
isiana. 6M1TH,  REYNOLDS  of  Illinois,  PEARCE  of 
Rhode  Island,  and  PARKER,  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
JoBHBOV  was  agreed  to:  Yeax  79,  nays  56. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  amendment  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  as  amended. 

Mr.  RENCHER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  BOND  opposed  the  amendment,  on  the  ground 
that  it  had  been  introduced  with  the  expectation  of 
carrying  it  through  by  a  bargain.  He  was  opposed  to 
all  bargains  of  this  kind,  and  would  take  the  responsi- 
bility of  voting  against  this  amendment. 

Mr.  LANE  would  sty  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Bond]  that  he  made  no  bargains;  that  he  did  not 
belong  to  the  bargain  and  sale  party;  that  he  was  not 
surprised  to  hear  that  g^ntlemail  denounce  the  amend- 
ment in  such  unmeasured  terms;  it  was  an  appropriation 
for  the  West,  and  connected  with  Western  intereits,  to 
uniformly  opposed  by  that  gentleman. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  SUTHERLAND,  in  sup- 
port of  the  amendment, 

Mr.  JARVIS  moTed  an  amendment  providing  that  no 
greater  sums  should  be  expended  on  said  hospitals  than 
the  amounts  herein  appropriated.  Agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  as  amended,  and  decided 
in  the  negative:  Yeas  72,  nays  110. 

So  the  House  non-concurred  in  the  amendment  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  making  an  appropriation  of  |100,000  for  launch- 
ing and  repairing  the  ship  of  the  line  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  JARVIS  called  ^r  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  GRAVES  and  SUTH- 
ERLAND, the  question  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmntive:  Yeas  89,  nays  86. 

8o  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  concurred  in. 

All  the  other  amendments  of  the  Senate  were  then 
concurred  in,  without  a  division. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  WISE  asked  leave  to  present  a  report  from  the 
select  investigating  committee  of  which  he  was  chair- 
man. Mr.  W.  remarked  that  it  would  not  occupy  ten 
minutes. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  W.  moved  a  suspension 
of  the  rule;  but  the  motion  was  disagreed  to,  wUhout  a 
division. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENG,  the  House,  went 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Pisaos  of  New 
Hampshire,  in  the  chair,)  and  took  up  the  '<bill  making 
approp/iations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of 
the  Government  for  the  year  1837,"  which  had  been 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  various  amendments. 

The  lirst  amendment  of  the  Senate  was,  that  the  an- 
nual salury  of  the  Recorder  of  the  General  Land  Office 
shall  be  $2,000,  and  that  the  sum  of  #100  shall  be  paid 
to  Charles  Gordon,  for  services  rendered  under  the  res- 
olution of  the  Senate  of  July  2,  1836. 

Mr.  BRIGG3  moved   an  amendment  to  this  amend- 
ment, making  the  salaries  of  the  three  Assistant  Post- 
masters General  the  same  as  the  Auditors  of  the  Tress- 1 
ury  and  Commissioner  of  Patents. 


Mr.  BOND  addressed  the  House  at  some  length,  in 
opposition  to  the  amendment. 

After  some  few  remarks  by  Mr.  CAMBRELENG, 
Mr.  BRIGGS  withdrew  his  amendment. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  increase  the  salary 
of  the  Surveyor  General  of  Arkansas  from  $1,500  to 
$2,000,  being  taken  up  separately,  was  discussed  by 
Messrs.  YELL,  LOVE,  CAVE  JOHNSON,  and  JOHN. 
SON  of  Louisiana;  after  which,  the  committee  non-con- 
curred in  the  amendment. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  making  an  appropria- 
tion of  (30,000  for  the  purchase  of  certain  manuscripts 
of  the  late  James  Madison,  being  taken  up  separately, 
Waa,  after  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  DAWSOK, 
HUNTSMAN,  and  CAMBRELENG,  concurred  in. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  increase  the  fund 
for  the  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse,  be- 
ing taken  up  separately,  was,  af\er  some  explanations 
between  Messrs.  CAMBRELENG,  A.  H.  SHEPPKRD, 
HOWARD,  and  CAVE  JOHNSON,  non-concurred  in. 

Mr.  GUSHING  moved  an  amendment  appropriating 
$15,500  for  the  purchase  of  Galea  &  Seaton's  Hegi&ter 
of  Debater,  for  the  use  of  members;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  increasing  the  salaries 
of  the  clerks  in  the  execuVire  departments  being  taken 
tip  separately, 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  moved  an  amendment, 
l^so  increasing  the  sal^irtes  of  the  messengers  and  assist- 
ant messengers;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  G.  LEE  moved  an  amendment  increasing  the 
salaries  of  the  collectors,  naval  oncers,  and  survey- 
ors, &c.,  twenty-five  per  cent.  Lost. 

After  some  remsrks  by  Messrs.  JOHNSON,  THOMP- 
SON of  South  Carotins,  R.  GARLAND,  and  LiWW- 
RENCE, 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  an  amendment  providing  that 
said  increase  shall  not  be  allowed  to  any  clerk  who  now 
receives  more  than  $1,200. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  VINTON,  ANTHO- 
NY, CAMBRELENG,  snd  HAWES,  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  ViRToir  wss  disagreed  to:  Yeas  21,  nays  103. 

Mr.  PEYTON  moved  an  amendment  excepting  the 
clerks  in  the  quartermaster  general's  office.  L'jst. 

Mr.  GRENNELL  moved  an  amendment  including 
the  first  clerks  to  commandants  in  the  navy  yards  at 
New  York,  Boston,  and  Norfolk. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  GRENNELL;  the  amend- 
ment was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  I'HOMPSON,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  an  amend- 
ment to  increase  the  pay  of  the^  officers  of  the  army 
twenty-five  per  cent.  Lost. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate,  as  amended,  was  then 
concurred  in. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  an  amendment  appro. 
priating  $8,300  as  compensation  for  commtasioner,  sec- 
retary, and  contingent  expenses  of  the  commisuoners 
under  the  convention  with  Spain.  Agreed  to. 

Mr.  LEWIS  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by 
which  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  increasing  the 
salaries  of  clerks,  was  concurred  in;  which  motion  was 
dissgreed  to. 

Mr.  PEYTON  submitted  the  following  amendment,  [on 
which  he  concluded  his  remarks  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  not  ha\ing  an 
opportunity  to  do  so  in  the  House  on  the  night  of  the  Ut 
of  March:] 

Ssc.  3.  jSnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  President, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate*  shall 
appoint  an  officer,  to  be  called  the  superintendent  of  the 
public  depositee,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  manage  and 
superintend  all  the  correspondence,  business,  snd  inter- 
ests, connected  ^»ith'  the  deposite  banks,  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  Secretsry  of  the  Treasury;  and  whose  cor- 
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reapondence  mnd  til  other  proceedings  shall  be  deemed 
officiil,  and  regularly  filed  ind  kept  with  the  other  pa- 
pers of  the  Treasury  Department. 

Sic.  4.  And  he  U  further  enaojted.  That  said  superin- 
tendent shall  receive  a  trzed  annual  compensation  of 
three  thousand  five  hundred  dollsrs. 

Sbc.  5.  And  be  UJurther  enacted.  That  no  bank  shalf 
be  continued  or  hereafter  selected  as  a  depository  of  the 
public  money,  unless  such  bank  shall  expressly  stipulate 
that  all  correspondence  snd  other  proceedings,  between 
said  bank  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  between 
said  bank  and  said  superintendent,  or  any  other  person 
or  persons,  touching  the  public  deposites,  their  custody, 
use,  or  dii^bursement,  shall  at  all  times  be  open  for  the 
inspection  or  examination  of  any  committee  of  either 
House  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  offer  that  amendment,  sir,  with  the 
sssurance  to  this  committee  that  I  am  serious  when  I  pro- 
pose it  for  its  consideration.  Sir,  this  unknown,  illegiti- 
mate, secret  agent  should  no  longer  e^xist.  This  minis- 
ter extraordinary  near  the  Treasury  Department  dhould 
have  a  salary  and  an  out  fit  i  his  character  should  be 
kiiown;  his  credentials  should  be  received i  his  compen- 
sation provided  fur  by  law;  his  correspondence  should 
be  public,  inasmuch  as  it  appertains  to  the  public  inter- 
est; and  this  sedret,  collusive,  and  fraudulent  intimacy, 
«bich  his  so  long  exi»ted,  should  be  broken  up. 

Sir,  there  is  an  agent,  or  an  officer  of  the  deposite 
banks  or  of  the  Treasury,  now  living  in  this  city,  with  a 
salary,  as  has  been  proven,  of  near  seven  thousand  dol- 
lars per  annum  I  and  yet,  sir,  the  amount  of  his  salary 
and  the  extent  of  his  power  are  unknown,  and  the  sour- 
ces of  his  revenue  have  scarcely  been  touched  or  fath- 
omed; fur,  from  upwards  of  ninety  deposite  banks,  the 
select  committee  have  not  received  returns  from  half  the 
nymberi  yet  his  direct  compensation  is  now  proven  to 
be  near  the  sum,  over  or  under,  of  |7,000  per  annum^ 
from  eleven  or  twelve  institutions. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  question  arises,  is  there  a  necessity 
for  such  in  officer  of  your  Government?  If  so,  there 
must  be  a  necessity  for  making  provision  for  his  salary. 
If  there  be  no  such  necessity,  this  House  ought  tb  de- 
clare it  by  rejecting  the  amendment  I  have  offered. 

Sir,  for  the  broad  investigfation  which  has  been  at- 
tempted to  be  made  into  the  nature  of  this  agency,  the 
character  of  the  agent's  business,  the  amount  of  his  com- 
pensation, the  time  has  been,  as  you  know,  [Mr.  Piircb, 
of  New  Hampshire,  one  of  the  select  committee,  then 
occupied,  the  chair,]  short  and  limited,  so  much  so  in* 
deed  thai  it  was  impossible  to  ascertain  the  nature  or  ex- 
tent of  either.     On  the  20th  of  January,  as  you  well  re- 
member, in  the  committee,  resolutions  were  proposed, 
calling  upon  all  the  receivers  and  officers  at  a  distance 
to  furnish  the  committee  with  such  infor.nation  as  ti  ey 
were  possessed  of  touching  the  subject  of  our  investifi^a- 
tinn.     They  pasted  upon  that  day;  and  upon  the  ISih 
February  you  will  remember  that  a  motion  was  made 
and  Carried  in  the  committee  that  no  further  testimony 
be  taken;  allowing,  therefore,  only  twenty-nine  d>iys  to 
Carry  on  this  most  extended  correspondence.     But,  sir, 
the  want  of  time  was  the  smallest  difficulty  with  which 
we  had  to  contend.     We  had  to  contend  with  the  whole 
power  of  the  Executive,  which  was  interposed,  at  every 
step  and  stage  of  the  inquiry,  to  shield  thin  agent,  to 
suppress  inquiry;  and,  with  such  encouragement,  such 
couiiienance,  and  such  support,  that  aisenl  treated  the 
cifiimuiee  Itself  with  contempt  day  after  day,  and  time 
after  time.    Str,  we  passed  resolutions  reqiiiriug  that  the 
witness  shnui'l  answer  all  quesuons  of  a  puhtiQ  nature 
pr<ipuiinde<l  to  him;  he  reMpniidfd  #v  demMnMing  that 
we  tohtMild  <lecidc;  upon  the  prelimtna  y  question,  hix  ap- 
pItCAMoii  lor  a  week'it  d<;l.«y.      Kv  n  that  tne  cu>iimittr-e 
yK'Ided  lo  mm,  atnl  then  be  finally  refused  to  answer  At 


all;  and  he  was  not  only  supported  by  a  majority  of  the 
committee  in  these  refusals,  but  he  was  sfipporicl  also 
by  a  majority  in  this  House;  the  same  body,  sir,  which 
appointed  the  committee,  professing  to  confer  upon  it 
the  power,  and  requiring  of  it  the  duty,  to  ascertain  all 
that  he  or  any  other  witness  might  know  or  had  done  in 
reference  to  the  subject  proposed  to  be  inquired  into. 
He  persists  in  his  refusal,  and  is  sustained  in  it  by  the  ma- 
jority of  the  committee  and  of  the  House.  Again  he  li 
summoned  to  appear  at  the  bar  of  the  House,  to  answer 
upon  the  most  important  subjects  of  the  inquiry,  but  the 
majority  again  sustain  him  in  his  contumacy. 

How  changed  are  the  notes  of  these  gentlemen!  Upon 
the  9.h  of  April,  1836,  when  my  friend,  who  sits  before 
me,  from  Virginia,  [%lr.  Wise,]  alluded  to  this  ag^-ncy 
and  official  connexion  as  possibly  existing,  as  now  pro- 
ven to  have  existed,  the  official  organ  Ctme  out  with  an 
authorized  denial,  emanating  from  the  Secretarv  of  the 
Treasury,  of  any  official  c  >nne<ion  between  that  De- 
partment and  this  aRrent;  and  volunteered  a  readiness 
upon  the  part  of  Whitn-  y  to  respond  to  any  arwl  all 
questions  which  that  gentleman  mig>it  choose  to  ask! 
Then  was  the  gaundet  thus  thrown  down. 

Again,  when  the  President  was  in  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, during  the  last  summer,  in  a  public  speech  to 
him  at  Jonesbofoiigh,  he  wa«"  called  oui  lf»  testify  upon 
this  subject;  and  what  position  did  he  then  take'  Why, 
that  no  such  agency  existed;  thnt  the  allegation  was  false; 
a  slander  got  up  hy  the  partisans  of  the  bank  to  calum- 
niate an  injured  man,  who  was  persecuted  by  the  Bunk 
of  the  United  States!  And  yet  now,  sir,  when  a  com- 
mittee is  appointed  to  investigate  these  charges,  and 
when  the  agent  himself  has  an  opportunity  to  testify  to 
his  innocence,  and  prove  the  falsehood  of  these  charges 
against  him,  what  position  do  the  Presidcn',  the  Secre- 
tsry  of  th**  Treasury,  the  official  organ,  the  innocent 
man,  all  take'  Why,  that  it  is  ••  inquisitorial,"  and  that 
we  deserve  to  be  punished  for  calling  upon  an  innocent 
man  to  disprove  his  own  guilt ! 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  feel  authorized  to  say,  upon  the  au- 
thority of  one  of  the  members  of  this  House  from  Penn- 
sylvania, also  a  member  of  another  select  committee, 
[Mr.  MoHLssBxno,]  not  that  he  has  himself  told  roe, 
but  I  have  it  as  coming  from  a  gentleman  who  was  pres- 
ent with  him  on  the  occasion,  of  which  I  have  no  d'lubt, 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States  did  say  *'  that 
Peyton  and  Wise  were  the  men  (or  fellow!*)  who  should 
be  punished,  and  that  innocent  man  (Whitney)  should 
be  dischsrged."  Have  I  been  misinformed?  The  gen- 
tleman can  answer.  Did  not  that  gentleman,  in  com- 
pany with  a  gentleman  from  his  own  State,  perhaps  one 
of  his  constituents,  visit  the  President  a  short  time  «incei 
and,  in  that  visit,  did  not  the  President  denounce  my 
friend  and  myself  in  strong  terms,  and  say  we  ought  to 
be  punished,  and  Whitney  discharged? 

Now,  sir,  what  was  th-  course  of  th--  witness  hifnself? 
This  innocent 'man!  Why,  he  avails  himself  of  that 
protection  which  authorizes  a  m»n  to  refu«.e  to  testify 
against  himself;  a  provision  mwdc  for  felo  s  and  miile- 
factors,  and  never  sought  to  be  pleaded  by  any  man 
vkho  is  not  conscious  of  guilt.  Let  me,  sir,  allude  to  an 
illustrious  example  in  history.  When  the  Gov^rn«»r 
General  of  Hindustan,  the  celebrated  Warren  Haaiing-, 
was  arraigned  at  the  bar  of  the  British  House  i)\'  Com- 
mono,  upon  charges  impeaching  his  character,  hiM  official 
conduc,  and  hi*  honesty,  what  did  he  t«ay'  Why,  sir, 
even  a  man  stund  ng  in  thv  h  gh  and  elt-vjited  po-ition 
of  (vivemor  Gfoerai  o(  Hindosti«n  dared  nut  assiimt-  ihe 
high  gr.unl  this  Whitney  has  taken  in  d  fimce  of  the 
AmericAn  C'»ngreR'*,  and  in  the  face  of  the  Amencan 
people.  ••Mr.  H'SttngK  said  he  had  onl)  five  lUys  in 
which  to  make  tlie  refutation  of  chMri^es  it  li^d  beni  the 
,    labor  of  his  accusers,  armed  with  all  tiie  powers  ol  Par* 
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litment,  to  compile  during  as  many  years  of  almost  un- 
di*iturbed  leisure.*' 

Yes,  sir,  the  British  Parliament  armed  its  committees 
with  all  its  power.  Whatever  power  the  one  had  was 
bestowed  upon  the  other;  and  so  should  it  be  in  the 
American  Congress.  Yet,  sir,  here  was  a  committee  of 
investigation,  with  a  majority  of  six  to  three  of  its  mem- 
bers politically  opposed  to  the  very  object  for  which  the 
committee  was  raised.  I  am  not,  however,  to  be  un- 
derstood as  including  the  honorable  chairman  of  that 
committee  [Mr.  Gablahd]  in  any  thing  that  I  may  say. 
My  allusion  is  to  the  appointment  of  the  committee  by 
the  Speaker  of  the  House.  Now,  let  me  ask,  what 
puwer  have  three  against  six?  Even  when  our  honor* 
able  chairman,  in  his  patriotic,  just,  and  upright  feel- 
ings, voted  with  us,  which  he  very  getierally  did,  we 
were  then  only  as  four  to  five;  and  what  could  we  do? 

Sir,  Warren  Hastings  further  observes;  '*rf  truth  can 
tend  to  convict  me,  I  aqd  content  to  be  myself  the  chan« 
nel  to  convey  it." 

Yes,  sir,  that  was  his  language:  **  If  truth  can  tend  to 
convict  me,  I  am  content  to  be  the  channel  to  convey 
it."  Warren  Hastings,  if  guilty,  knew  the  importance 
of  assuming  at  least  the  semblance  of  innocence. 

What  a  contrast  does  this  conduct  present  to  Whit- 
ney'*! When  we  propounded  questions  to  him,  as  to 
his  connexion  with  the  public  treasure,  his  connexion 
with  the  depoaite  banks,  and  his  fraudulent  speculations 
in  stocks  and  lands,  he  declined  to  answer.  He  then 
changes  the  position  he  had  assumed  in  the  Globe.  He 
had  advertised  himself  as  an  injured  and  innocent  man, 
ready  and  willing  to  answer  all  and  every  thing  he 
knew;  but,  when  be  is  brought  to  the  test,  he  shrinks 
and  skulks  under  what  he  conceives  to  be  his  privilege — 
a  privilege  always  assumed  by  a  man  conscious  of  guilt— 
of  not  being  his  own  accuser.  Why,  this  very  plea  is 
tantamount  to  an  acknowledgment  of  bis  guilt,  and  will 
be  so  held  by  the  American  people. 

I  will  allude,  sir,  briefly  to  only  one  other  evidence  to 
the  s&me  effect,  in  which  the  majority  of  the  committee 
made  a  similar  interposition,  calculated  to  suppress  in- 
quiry, and  I  will  then  proceed  to  the  consideration, 
more  directly,  of  the  amendment  1  have  o0ered.  Here 
was  a  question  I  propounded  to  William  D.  Lewis,  cash- 
ier of  ttie  Girard  Bank  of  Philadelphia,  and  he  took  the 
same  ground  that  Whitney  did  with  regard  to  disclosures 
of  correspondence. 

"3.  In  the  evidence  of  the  president  of  said  bank  and 
yourself,  you  state  that  liis  (Mr.  Whitney'y}  annual  com- 
pensstion  was,  and  is,  $500;  and  that  upon  each  of  two 
occasions,  as  I  understand  the  evidence,  he  received  a 
gratuity  of  $500,  in  addition  to  his  regular  compensation. 
Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  explain  to  the  committee 
for  what  extra  or  other  services  said  allowance  was 
made,  if  said  services  were  rendered  for  the  said  bank 
as  a  fiscal  agent  of  the  Government,  in  and  about  the 
public  money  on  deposite,  or  to  be  on  depusite  in  the 
same. 

•<  Mr.  Gillet  objected  to  this  question,  which  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative  by  the  following  vote: 

"Ayes — Messrs.  Garland,  Martin,  Peyton. 

••Noes— Messrs.  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillet,  Hamcr." 

'•  5.  The  president  of  the  Girard  Dank,  of  which  you 
are  cashier,  expressed  a  willingness  to  annex  to  his  state- 
ment, heretofore  sent  to  the  committee,  copies  of  every 
thing  contained  'in  books,  papers,  letters^  orders,  reso- 
lutions, contractSi  correspondence,  and  memorands,'  re- 
ferred to  in  the  interrogatories  upon  which  his  testimony 
was  taken,  from  *\  to  10,  and  from  18  to  21,  inclusive, 
and  25,  26,  and  31,'  *  but  abstained  from  doing  so,  be- 
cause he  was  aware  that  the  cashier  (you)  was  about 
being  examined  as  a  witness  under  the  sume  commission, 
and  upon  these  identical  interrogatories,'  &c.{  and  he 


further  says,  that  he  (meaning  yo«raelf)  will  annex  to 
his  deposition  all  the  copies  called  for*  and  which  it 
would  be  in  his  power  to  give,  except  of  the  correspond- 
ence directly  fro(n  and  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
which  is  voluminous,  &c.  State  if  you  are  willing,  at 
this  time,  to  give  copies,  or  anawer  questions  as  to  the 
purport  of  the  memoranda^  leltera*  be,  above  referred 
to.  If  yes,  annex  copies*  or  slate  the  purport  of  the 
same,  if  in  vour  power. 

••  Mr.  Gillet  objected  to  this  question,  which  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative  by  the  following  vote: 

•<  Ay e»— Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Peytnn, 
Hamer. 

••Noes— Messrs.  Gillet,  Martin. 
<•  The  question  was  put  to  the  witness,  who  replied 
as  follows: 

••  Answer.  I  am  not. 

•*6.  Does  or  does  not  the  correspondence,  copies  of 
which  you  have  heretofore,  in  your  testimony,  and  atiH 
decline  to  lay  before  the  committee,  between  yourself 
as  csshier  of  the  Girard  Bank,  and  R.  M.  Whitney  as 
agent  of  that  bank,  relate  to  the  public  money  in  or  out 
of  said  bank,  its  use,  or  the  expected  use  of  the  same? 
And  state,  further,  whether  the  said  correspondence, 
upon  the  side  of  said  Whitney,  is  marked  confidential; 
and,  further,  whether  you  have  reasons  to  apprehend  in- 
jtiry  to  the  pecuniary  interest  of  said  bank,  if  you  were 
to  make  a  disclosure  of  the  same. 

•*  Mr.  Pierce  objected  to  this  question,  which  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative  by  the  following  vote: 
••Ay—Mr.  Peyton. 

«•  Noes-^Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillet, 
Martin,  Hamer. 

*•  7.  Do  you  know  the  facts  upon  which  the  prendent 
of  said  4>ank  difiers  with  you  in  relation  to  the  propriety 
of  producing  said  correspondence?  If  yea,  state  what 
sre  the  facts. 

•*  Mr.  Pierce  objected  to  this  question,  which  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative  by  the  following  vote: 
••  Ayes--Messrs.  Garland,  Fairfield,  Peyton. 
< •Noes-' Messrs.  Pierce,  Gillet,  Martin,  Haroer. 
••8.  Has  or  has  not  R.  M.  Whitney  been  compensa- 
ted, directly  or  indirectly,  for  services  rendered,  or  sup- 
posed to  be  rendered,  to  any  deposite  bank,  or  company, 
or  individual,  in  procuring  the  use  of  money  for  or  from 
any  deposite  bank,  since  he  has  been  acting  as  Ageni  for 
the  deposite  banks,  or  some  of  them?    Sp^ftk  from  in- 
formation which  you  may  have  received  from  him,  said 
Whitney,  or  any  agent  or  officer  of  said  banks,  or  within 
your  own  knowledge,  if  any  such  exists. 

••Mr.  Gillet  objected  to  this  question,  which 5iras  de- 
cided in  the  negative  by  the  following  vote: 
••Ayes—Messrs.  Garland,  Martin,  Peyton. 
«•  Noes— Messrs.  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillet,  Hamer. 
••9.  Is  not  R.  M.  Whitney  a  stockholder— if  yea,  to 
what  amount— in  any   of  the  deposite  banks  at   itits 
time? 

••  Mr.  Pierce  objected  to  this  question,  which  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative  by  the  following  vote: 
••Ay— Mr.  Peyton. 

••Noes— Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillet, 
Hamer. 

••  10.  Who  wrote  the  original,  of  which  the  letter  ex- 
hibit A  Is  substantially  a  copy?  At  what  time  did  Mr. 
Amos  Kendall,  if  ever  to  your  knowlcdg^e,  come  to  a 
knowledge  of  the  existence  of  such  or  a  similar  plan  as 
is  therein  contained? 

<•  Mr.  Gillet  objected  to  this  question,  which  was  de- 
cided ip  the  negative  by  (he  following  vote: 
••Ayes— Messrs^ Garland,  Peyton. 
••Noes-> Messrs.  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillet,  Hamer. 
•*11.  Has  or  has  not  the  bank  of  which  you  are 
cashier  derived  information  from  R.  M«  Whitney  which 
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enabled  it  lo  use  public  money  on  depotite  adfitnU- 
geoudy  for  itself,  or  its  friends,  in  speculation.' 

«  Mr.  Gillet  objected  to  this  question,  which  was  de- 
cided in  the  nefrative  by  the  following  vote: 

**  Ayes— Messrs.  Garland,  Peyton. 

•<  Noes— Messrs.  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillet,  Hamer. 

•«12.  Did  you  hold  a  conversation  with  R.  M.  Whit- 
ney on  the  subject  of  the  issuance  of  the  Treasury  circu* 
lar  of  July  11,  before  its  iisuanee?  If  yea,  what  inforoM- 
tion  did  be  possess  and  communicate  on  that  subject? 

**  Mr.  Fairfield  objefeied  to  this  .question,  which  was 
decided  in  the  negative  by  the  following  vote: 

*•  Ay— Mr.  Peyton. 

«*  Noes— Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillet, 
Hamer. 

**13,  Could  or  could  not  large  speculations  have 
been  made  by  banks,  companies,  or  inidividuals,  in  con« 
sequence  of  knowing  in  advance  that  such  s  circular  as 
that  of  July  11  last  would  be  issued?  If  yes,  state  the 
modua  openmdi, 

*'  Mr.  Fairfield  objected  to  this  question,  which  was 
decided  in  the  negative  by  the  following  vote: 

«*  Ay— Mr.  Peyton. 

«'Noeft— Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillet, 
Hamer. 

**  14.  Do  you  or  do  you  not  know  that  R.  M.  Whit- 
ney did  oommunieate  that  information  to  his  friends,  and 
that  large  speculations  were  made  by  them  in  conse- 
quenee  of  that  information? 

"  Mr.  Fairfield  objected  to  this  question,  which  was 
decided  in  the  negative  by  the  following  vote.* 

«*  Ay— Mr.  Peyton. 

"Noes— Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Faiifield,  Gillet, 
Haoier." 

My  friend  from  Virginia  being  absent,  u  he  was  al- 
most all  the  time,  at  this  period,  engaged  in  the  labors  of 
the  other  committee. 

This,  air,  sflTords  a  pretty  fair  sample  of  the  views  and 
the  construction  given  by  the  majority  of  the  committee 
to  any  power  of  inquiring  into  the  indirect  compensation 
derived  Iqr  this  agent  in  speculations  with  companies  or 
individuals)  and,  taken  in  connexion  with  the  course  oP 
the  President,  and  the  House  itself,  as  v^ell  as  the  wit- 
ness and  some  of  the  deposite  banks,  an  imperfect  idea 
may  be  formed  of  the  difficulties  with  which  the  minori- 
ty of  this  committee  had  to  contend.  But,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, I  vili  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  for  a 
short  time,  for  1  do  not  mean  to  trespass  on  its  patience, 
to  lh«  first  resolution  adopted  by  this  majority,  and  then 
I  will  take  up  tbe  testimony  of  Mr.  Woodbury,  and  of 
one  of  hta  clerks.  I  will  sliow,  sir,  and  convince  any 
mfln  in  this  House,  of  whatever  psrty  be  may  be,  who 
will  ^ive  bis  ears  to  my  statement,  and  do  bicnself  the 
justice  to  think,  that  the  testimony  and  the  resolution 
are  in  tbe  direct  face  of  each  other/  If  I  fiiil  in  doing  so, 
1  wtll  surrender  every  thing  like  judgment  in  the  case. 
Here  is  the  resolution: 

**JRtiokedt  (as  tbe  opinion  of  this  committee,)  That 
the  scTeral  Ininks  employed  for  the  deposite  of  the  pub- 
lic money  have  not  all,  or  any  of  ihem"^mark  that 
word  "any,"  Mr.  Chairman — **have  not  all,  or  any  of 
them,  by  joint  or  several  contract,  employed  anHf^nt,  to 
remde  at  the  seat  of  Government,  to  transact  their  busi- 
ness with  the  Treasury  Department.''  / 

Well,  sir,  here  la  a  declaration  suflSciently  rkplicit. 
The  depoiiite  banks  have  not,  •<  any  of  them,"  employed 
an  agent  here  to  trannct  buainess  with  tbe  Treasury 
Department. 

I  will  now  read  a  single  clause  from  the  testimony  of 
the  chief  clerk  of  the  Treasury  Department,  Mr.  Mc- 
Clintock  Young.    Here  is  what  he  aays  on  oath: 

*'  1.  State  alt  you  may  know  upon  the  subjects  of  in- 
quiry contained  in  the  resolution  of  the  House  which  is 
nov»  before  you. 


"  Answer.  There  is  an  agent  of  some  of  the  deposite 
banks  residing  in  Washington,  R.  M.  Whitney.  My  in- 
fornwtion  on  this  subject  is  derived  partly  from  letters 
from  banks  on  file  in  the  Treasury  Department,  and 
partly  from  having  heard  Mr.  Whitney  say  he  was  em- 
ployed by  some  of  them  as  their  agent.  I  know,  nothing 
of  any  agreement  or  contract  he  may  have  with  any  of 
those  banks.  The  character  of  his  business  I  believe  to 
be  to  attend  to  their  interests,  so  far  as  relates  to  their 
connexion  with  the  Department i  that  is,  he  attends  gen- . 
erally  to  all  matters  in  which  their  operations  are  requi- 
red in  relation  to  the  keeping,  disbursing,  and  transfer- 
ring of  the  public  money.  Those  operations  sometimes 
operate,  as  the  banka  ssy,  injuriously  to  their  interests, 
and  be  has  frequently  called  on  the  Secretary,  and  other 
arrangements  have  been  made,  I  presume  and  believe^ 
on  his  representations.  I  know  not  what^compensation 
he  receives.  1  am  under  the  impression  that  I  have 
heard  him  say  that  the  three  first  seltcted  banks  in  New 
York  paid  him  one  Ihouaand  dollars  eacli." 

And  yet,  Mr.  Chairman,  this  resolution,  which  was  in- 
troduced by  you,  sk«  [Mr.  Pisnci,]  and  adopted  by  the 
majority  of  the  conffhttee,  expressly  says  that  not  **  any*' 
of  the  deposite  banks  have  employed  this  agent  to  trans- 
act their  buainess  at  the  Treasury  Department!  How 
can  that  reaolution  stand  with  the  testimony  of  the  chief 
clerk  of  that  Department? 

But,  sir,  it  is  possible  to  make  this  inconsistency  still 
more  apparent.  I  will  quote  the  testimony  of  Levi 
Woodbury  himself)  and  although  his  answers  are  elabo- 
rate arguments,  page  after  page,  yet,  sir,  when  we  come 
to  the  answering  part  of  them,  he  is  compelled  to  admit 
this  official  connexion  between  him  and  his  friend  Ueu- 
ben  M.  Whitney.  He  is  compelled  to  show  the  nature 
of  the  buaineas  transacted  personally  by  the  agent,  Whit- 
ney, as  the  authorized  agent  of  some  of  the  deposite 
banks,  with  the  Department;  and  by  the  Department 
through  the  agent,  Whitney,  as  an  **  organ  of  communi- 
cation" with  the  deposite  banks.  I  will  khow  it  all,  Mr- 
Chiiirman.  Let  any  man  attend  to  the  testimony  of  Mr. 
Woodbury,  and  disbelieve  it  if  he  can.  I  will  first  read 
a  short  sentence  or  two,  to  show  the  ''official  connexion." 

In  speaking  of  Whitney  and  other  sgents  he  ssys: 

"  With  all  these  agents  before  named,  as  well  aa  many 
others,  when  transacting  business  for  their  principals, 
the  official  connexion  of  the  Department  has,  in  all  other 
respects,  aa  well  as  in  these,  been  similar." 

Again  he  says: 

■*  I'hey  have  access  to  papers  and  every  species  of 
public  informstion."  "  But,  in  the  case  of  the  agent  of 
the  bank,  no  indulgence  of  any  kind  is  known  or  believed 
to  have  been  granted,  which,  if  requested,  has  been 
withheld  from  tbe  agents  on  other  subjects,  and  especial- 
ly the  agents  of  corporations  or  persons  in  public  employ- 
ment! nor  any  withheld  which,  in  other  like  cases,  ha.«, 
on  request,  been  granted." 

**  I  can  think  of  no  further  explanation  desirable  as  to 
the  official  connexion  between  the  agent  for  some  of  the 
deposite  banks  and  this  Department."  ^ 

Now,  sir,  I  will  show  you  what  thst  **  official  connex- 
ion"  IS. 

"44.  In  the  cases  alluded  to  in  your  report  of  the 
11th  instant,  where  the  Planters'  Bank,  Natchex,  and  the 
Commercial  Bank,  Cincinnati,  confided  authority  upon 
said  Whitney,  as  shown  to  you  in  a  written  comiDunica- 
tion,  what  was  that  authority,  what  weie  the  claims  or 
requests  made  by  him,  what  was  the  case  of  the  Com- 
mercial Bank  at  New  Orleans? 

*'  Mr.  Gillet  objected  to  tliis  question,  which  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative  hy  the  following  vote: 

<*  Ayes— Messrs.  Garland,  Pitrce,  Wise,  Johnson, 
Hamer,  Martin,  Peyton,  Fairfield. 

•*  No— Mr.  Gillet. 
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*'  Answer.  The  cases  referred  to  in  my  report  of  the 
11th  instant,  where  differences  of  opinion  occurred,  and 
an  authority  was  produced,  but  not  Found  necessary  to 
be  filed,  were  those  of  the  Commercial  Bank  at  Cincin- 
nati and  the  Commercial  Bank  at  New  Orleans.  I  men- 
tioned the  Planters'  Bank  only  as  one  in  which  a  general 
not'ce  had  been  given,  and  was  on  file,  as  to  his  agency, 
and  a  copy  of  wliich  was  annexed.  The  particular  case 
of  the  Commercial  Bank  at  Cincinnati  was,  ao  far  as  I 
recollect,  a  letter  which  he  held  in  hia  hand  and  read, 
wishing  him  to  request  the  Department  to  change  the 
place  to  which  aome  of  the  transfers  outstanding  against 
it  were  tp  be  made,  such  aa  from  other  parts  of  Ohio 
or  Kentucky,  to  New  Orleans  or  Philadelphia;  and  stating 
the  reasons  for  the  request  to  be,  that  the  banks  in  Ohio 
and  Kentucky  would  probably  demand  specie,  or  be 
less  accommodating  as  to  the  payments  than  those  at  a 
distance.  I  think  it  stated,  further,  that  an  extetiston  of 
aome  of  the  transfers  was  desirable,  if  the  Department 
could  conveniently  grant  if,  and  complained  that  the  time 
already  allowed  was  too  short.  The  agent  also  urged 
both  these  requests,  assigning  sim^  reaaons,  and  that 
the  lime  granted  in  several  caaes  wn  less  than  that  for- 
I  merly  allowed,  under  like  circumstances,  to  the  United 
States  Bank  to  make  transfers.  I  declined  to  change 
the  places  from  Ohio  and  Kentucky,  aa  requeated,  be- 
cause, under  the  late  deposite  law,  I  felt  bound  to  con- 
fine to  the  neighborhood  those  particular  transfers,  till 
about  money  enough  was  placed  in  Ohio  and  Kentucky 
to  meet  their  share  of  the  anticipated  diviaiun  of  the  sur- 
plus and  the  current  expenditures,  rather  than  send  it 
to  a  diatance;  but  the  time  for  some  of  the  transfers, 
which  seemed  too  short,  I  proposed  to  extend  as  long  as 
aeemed  to  me  proper.  He,  however,  declined  taking 
auch  extension  in  behalf  of  the  bank,  unless  I  could 
make  it  longeT,  thinking  it  would  not  be  useful  so  little 
extended;  and,  therefore,  I  wrote  to  the  ban)c  itself 
what  had  been  proposed  to  him,  and  his  declining  it, 
and  that  I  should,  notwithstanding,  give  the  extension 
■which  to  me  seemed  suitable,  and  the  bank,  if  not  ac- 
cepting it,  might  pay  the  money  over  at  the  time  origi- 
nally fixed.  In  respect  to  the  Commercial  Bank  at  New 
Orleans,  the  application  by  the  agent  waa,  according  to 
my  recollection,  with  a  letter,  setting  out  that  the  De- 
partment had,  by  transfera  and  warrants,  drawn  out,  or 
proposed  to  draw  our,  all  or  nearly  all  the  public  money 
in  its  possession,  and  wishing  him  to  request  it  to  revoke 
aome  of  the  transfers,  and  possibly  to  postpone  some  to 
a  much  later  day  if  none  could  be  revoked.  I  informed 
bim  that  the  bank  must  be  in  an  error,  as,  beFore  signing 
a  transfer,  or  sending  one,  I  was  always  careful  to  see 
that  it  would  not  reduce  a  bank  too  low.  I  sent  for  the 
clerk  who  had  charge  of  the  subject,  and  examined  into 
it  critically,  and  declined  to  revoke  any  of  them,  as  1  felt 
aatiftfied  that  the  bank  and  its  agent  considered  the  mo- 
ney the  bank  had  been  notified  it  would  probably  be 
called  on  to  pay  the  Slate  of  Louisiana  during  1837,  but 
for  which  no  transfers  had  then  been  issued,  and  which 
J  told  him  would  not  be  issued  when  the  time  of  psy- 
ment  arrived,  provided  the  bank  should,  before  that  tinne, 
be  drawn  down  too  low.  I  informed  him,  alsn,  that  the 
bank  had,  by  mistake,  included  one  transfer,  in  order  to 
make  out  its  case,  which  had  never  been  issued,  accord- 
ing to  nur  records;  and  hence  I  could  not  revoke  any 
that  had  been  is«>ued.  He  seemed  to  be  satisfied  that 
the  bank  was  right.  Whether  any  extension*  of  time 
were  given  in  this  case  I  do  not  remember,  but  know 
that  none  were  gtven  beyoid  the  period  of  the  quarterly 
payments  to  the  States,  fur  which  purpose  these  trans- 
fers had  been  seasonably  ordered." 

Here,  »ir,  there  is  the  authority,  conceded  by  ihe 
banks  lo  their  aitent,  he  holding  in  htb  hand  the  written 
authority,  ••  not  ntccftsary  to  be  filed."    Sir,  I  am  aorry 


for  the  character  of  the  majority  of  the  committee;  f  re- 
gret that  this  resolution  ahould  be  aa  it  is. 

But  I  have  not  done.  Ahhough  here  is  evidence 
which  ahowa  you  the  when,  and  where,  and  how;  it 
shows  you  the  manner  of  these  bank  transactions,  in  all 
their  details,  aa  carried  on  through  the^r  agent.  Not 
only  has  all  this  business  been  transacted  by  him,  but 
Mr.  Woodbury  says  that,  upon  some  occaaton%  tbti 
agent  took  an  appeal  from  hit  decisions,  as  Secretary,  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States;  (nd,  not  content 
with  that,  he  even  went,  or  threatened  to  go,  to  Con* 
greas  for  redress.  We  have  seen,  from  one  of  bis  pub- 
lished letters,  that  this  private  gentleman  aeema  to  have 
a  fancy  for  enlightening  and  inatructingtbis  opaque  body, 
these  ignorant  members  of  Congress,  on  hia  magnificent 
schemes  of  banking  and  legislation.  That  is  a  part  of 
his  ordinary  duty;  for  he  writes  to  the  deposnte  banks, 
to  these  moneyed  corporations,  to  u«e  their  exertions  in 
making  a  concentrated  movement  upon  this  body,  so  as 
to  produce  aome  stupendous  pecuniary  result  favorable 
to  ihem  and  to  himself,  and  which  would  enable  him  to 
fleece  the  people  upon  a  more  extended  and  liberal 
scale. 

Having  proven  the  official  connexion,  and  that^ome 
of.  I  he  deposite  banks  transact  their  busineaa  »hh  the 
Treasury  Department  through  Whitney,  I  will  now 
show  that  the  Department  has  looked  to  Whitney  ««as 
an-  organ"  to  transact  its  business  with  the  deposits 
banks.  Here  is  the  position  aasumed  by  the  majority  in 
their  last  reaolution,  «that  Whitney's  buaineaa  iai  to 
communicate  infornnation  ta  the  banka."  That  he  is  a 
mere  correspondent,  and  only  half  a  corrcapondent  at 
that.  He  communicates  nothing  from  the  ban^a  to  the 
Department;  mark  that,  air! 

Now,  although  this  revolution  declare*,  upon  the 
character  and  reaponsibtlity  of  the  majority,  that  auch 
.>  are  the  facts,  Mr.  Woodbury  sweara  he  ia  the  organ  of 
communication  to  and  from  the  banka.  Why,  air,  if 
two  steam  engines  upon  the  aame  track  of  railroad  were 
to  meet  together,  they  could  not  come  more  directly  and 
violently  in  conflict  than  does  this  reaolution  of  the  ma- 
jority of  the  select  committee  with  the  testimony  of  Mr. 
Woodbury.  He  says,  ••  occasionally  they  [communica- 
tions] are  made  through  Mr.  Whitney  to  the  banks!" 
Why,  what  more  can  be  wanted,  air,  to  ealabliah  the 
utter  falsehood  of  that  resolution^  Mr.  Woodbury  then 
says,  '*  I  am  not  ^aware  of  any  letter  on  record,  from  or 
to  Mr.  Whitney,"  &c.  Oh,  no,  air!  No  letter  "on 
record."  That  waa  one  reason  for  my  oflTering  the  res- 
olution I  did.  If  all  be  right,  and  fair,  and  honest,  it  ought 
to  be  there,  sir.  It  ahould  be  *'  on  record."  1  want  to 
break  up  this  secret,  fraudulent,  colluaive  conneziorf, 
upon  which  shadows,  clouds,  and  darkness,  bare  bo 
long  rested,  between  that  officer  and  thta  agent.  So 
much  for  the  first  and  last  resolutioiia  of  the  majority,  ms 
sustained  by  the  teatimony. 

But,  sir,  the  resolutions  are  not  cons!0tent  with  each 
other.  The  first,  aa  we  have  seen,  explicitly  de«larea 
that  not  *■  any"  of  the  ba<>ks  have  empli>yed  an  agenf,  at 
the  seat  of  Governnient,  to  transact  buainesa  with  the 
Department,  but  the  last  actually  acknowlrdgea  that 
there  is  an  agent  for  some  purpose.  Bxt  ihey  a»y  he 
merely  transmits.  inforn»ation  to  the  banka  from  tlie 
Treasury  Department,  &c.  Nothing  ia  transmitted  from 
the  banks  themaelves,  through  him,  to  the  Depart  ment! 
No  business  <\one  by  htm.  Why,  sir,  he  U  only  Imlf  a 
correspondent,  at  that  rate.  A  correspondent  to  acnd 
informtition  to  a  bank  from  the  Tieaaury  Uepanmc-nt, 
but  not  a  correaponden*  to  communicate  any  ihuif;  trom 
a  bank  to  that  Depaitmei  t.  Sir,  is  that  w}  U  it  pU3»i- 
bU  ihat  an)  one  can  have  a  d<  ubi  abunt  it?     Ln  ua  aer. 

Here  ia  what  Mr.  Wiodbuiy  aaya;  and  let  us  see  liow 
it  agreca  with  the  reaolution: 
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"8.  It  Reuben  M.  Whitney  the  person  through 
whom  ftll  or  any  of  the  communications^  verbal  or  writ- 
ten,  which  are  or  have  been  made  by  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, or  by  you  personally,  to  the  banks  of  de« 
posite  of  the  public  money  of  which  he  is  agent,  or 
which  are  or  have  been  made  by  said  banks  to  said  De- 
psrlment,  or  to  you  personally? 

"  Answer.  In  reply  to  this  question,  if  properly  un- 
derstood by  me,  I  would  stste  that  most  of  the  com- 
munications received  from  the  deposite  banks,  or  made 
to  them,  are  direct  between  them  and  the  Department, 
though  occasionally  they  are  made  through  Mr.  Whit- 
ney in  behalf  of  some  of  them.  I  am  not  aware  of  any 
letter  on  record,  from  or  to  Mr.  Whitney  as  their  agent, 
except  as  named  in  my  report  of  the  11th  instant; 
though,  in  some  instances,  1  think,  when  making  some 
request  for  information,  in  their  behslf,  he  has  shown 
to  me  letters,  or  held  them  in  his  hand,  which  he  said 
were  from  them. 

"  When  the  application  in  their  behalf  has  been  made 
by  him  verbally,  and  no  letter  has  been  written  by  them 
to  the  Department,  it  has  been  custdmary  to  make  him 
a  verbal  reply,  if  the  business  was  of  little  importance} 
but^^if  U  was  considered  of  much  magnitude,  a  written 
communication  has  generally  been  senCby  the.  Depart- 
ment directly  to  the  bank  concerned. 

**  Oiher  persons^  as  remarked  in  my  report  to  the 
committee  on  the  11th  instant,  have  been  the  organ  of 
communicating  the  wishes  ^of  several  of  the  deposite 
banks  on  several  occasions,  and  in  a  manner  similar  to 
that  above  described  as  to  Mr.  Whitney. 

'*  9.  Are  most  or  all  of  the  communications  received 
by  you  or  the  Department,  from  the  deposite  banks,  or 
made  to  them  by  you  or  the  Department,  directly  or 
through  Mr.  Whitney,  contained  in  your  communication 
of  the  11th  instant  to  this  committee?  If  not,  where  and 
what  arc  they? 

**  Mr.  Gillet  objected  to  its  being  propounded.  On 
the  question,  shall  the  interrogatory  be  propounded?  it 
waa  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

"  Ayes— Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Wise, 
Johnson,  Hamer,  Msrtin,  and  Peyton. 

••No— Mr.  Gillet. 

*•  The  question  being  propounded  to  the  witness,  he 
returned  the  following  answer:  | 

"All  the  communications  made  to  or  from  the  De- 
partment, whether  directly  or  through  Mr.  Whitney, 
which  liave  been  found  on  record  or  on  file,  and  which 
relate  to  bis  appointment  or  compensstion  as  agent,  are 
t^elieved  to  be  annexed  to  my  report  to  the  committee 
on  the  11^  instant. 

•<  Bat  there  are  numerous  other  communications  on 
other  subjects  witli  the  deposite  banks,  relating  to  their 
duties  and  requests,  &c.,  both  to  and  from  them,  and 
which  probably  fill  sever^  volumes,  and  are  now  at  the 
Department." 

"8.  '  The  names  of- the  banks  employing  said  agent' 
are,  with  the  few  exceptions  before  alluded  to,  un- 
known to  me,  except  by  rumor. 

«*  Besides  the  Planters'  Bank  at  Natchez^  and  the 
Commercial  Bank  at  Cincinnati,  copies  of  whose  cor- 
respontlence  have  already  been  furnished,  I  think  that 
ia  one  or  two  cases  of  d'lfierence  of  opinion  as  to  claims 
made  by  the  banks,  through  their  sgent,  and  in  those 
alone,  a  written  communication  was  shown  to  me  by 
him  concerning;  the  authority  confided  by  them. 

'*But  the  final  question  in  those  cases  not  having 
beciLone  as  to  competent  authority  on  the  part  of  the 
agent  to  do  any  official  act  in  their  behalf,  but  as  to  the 
sufficiency  of  the  reasons  tn  favor  of  the  claims  or  re- 
quests made  by  him,  and  which  are  believed  not  to  have  . 
been  acceded  to,  it  did  not  become  necessary  to  ask  the 
eridcnce  of  his  authority  to  be  filed{  and  no  names  sre 


recollected  beyond  those  above  stated,  except  the  Com- 
mercial Bank  at  New  Orleans." 

He  ssys,  Whitney  is  '*  to  be  the  orgsn,  at  times,  of 
presenting  their  wishes  to  the  Department  in  respect  to 
subjects  connected  with  their  public  obligations;  and  to 
procure  here,  and  communicate,  the  besfintelligence 
in  his  power  on  the  slate  of  the  money  market  at  home 
or  abroad;  on  tbe  condition  of  the  currency  and  of  the 
exchanges;  and  on  the  supposed  legislation  likely  to 
happen  in  Congress,  either  as  to  the  banks  themselves, 
or  as  to  heavy  appropriations  to  be  paid  by  them;  and, 
in  fine,  on  any  other  topic  which  he  msy  consider  in- 
teresting or  beneficial  to  his  employers." 

Why  not  speak  plainly  like  that^  Why  make  use  of 
an  equivocation^  Mr.  Woodbury  swears  to  the  facts; 
and  why  report  a  resolution  directly  in  the  face  of  the 
facts,  which  overturns  all  he  has  affirmed  on  the  sub- 
ject? Why,  it  is  impossible  to  make  tbe  case,  by  testi- 
mony, any  plainer  than  he  has  done. 

I  will  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  come  to  the  next  resolu- 
tion; it  is  as  follows: 

*<  Resolved,  (as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,)  That  no 
agent  for  the  transaction  of  business  between  the  depos- 
ite banks  and  the  Treasury  Departtnent  has  been  em- 
ployed at  the  request  or  through  the  procurement  of 
said  Department.'* 

How  could  they  get  Levi  Woodbury  to  swear  to  that? 
No,  sir,  they  could  not.  I  brought  him  to  the  book, 
and  he  swore  down  that  resolution,  «  ioto  eab.'*  We 
always  wanted  men,  under  oath,  to  prove  these  facts; 
and,  when  we  got  them,  we  either  made  them  disclose 
and  prove  them,  or  we  made  them  skulk  and  shrink  un- 
der the  term  « inquisitorial,"  or  else  they  cravenly  and 
conscience-stricken  screen  themselves  behind  the  con- 
stitutional provision  which  protects  a  felon  from  testify- 
ing to  his  own  guilt.  Well,  what  are  Levi  Woodbury's 
words?    Here  is  the  question  propounded  to  luim 

"  Have  you  ever  given  a  recommendation  in  favor  of 
Whitney,  or  has  he  been  employed  through  your  pro- 
curement?" 

<•  None,"  said  he,  **  unless  that  letter  of  the  5th  of 
November,  1834,  can  be  so  construed." 

Mr.  Chairman,  that  wss  the  very  thing  we  wanted. 
He  would  not  himself  say  but  »  hat  that  was  a  letter  of 
recommendation  for  Whitney,  and  that  it  was  so  meant 
and  so  intended.  He  could  not  say  otherwise;  it  would 
have  been  in  the  face  of  reason,  and  in  direct  violation 
of  the  most  palpable  construction  of  the  English  lan- 
guage, to  deny  that  it  is  as  strong  a  recommendation  as 
was  ever  penned  by  man,  for  boih  the  scheme  and  the 
agent  who  was  applying  for  the  office. 

But,  sir,  what  does  Mr.  Ela,  the  confidential  clerk  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  that  Department,  say? 

**  10.  Do  you  know  of  any  application  made  by  Mr. 
R.  M.  Whitney  to  any  officer  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, either  for  a  recommendation  to  be  employed  as 
agent  for  any  deposite  bank,  or  for  an  agency  or  office 
in  that  Department  connected  with  the  deposite  banks? 

■'  Answer.  I  do  not,  further  than  is  contained  in  the 
letter  of  the  Secretary  to  him,  dated  in  November, 
1834,  appended  to  the  Secretary's  answer,  which  I  have 
seen." 

Here,  then,  we  see  that  Levi  Woodbury  and  his  clerk 
admit  I  be  letter  of  recommendation.  Now,  what  is  that 
letter?  It  was  written  in  reply  to  Reuben  M.  Whitney's 
letter  of  the  4(h  of  November,  1834,  enclosing  a  copy 
of  the  celebrated  letter  from  certain  deposite  baiiki, 
written  by  Whitney  himself,  proposing  to  convert  the 
Treasury  Depsrtment  into  a  Bank  of  the  United  Sta'e^, 
with  State  banks  for  its  branches,  and  placing  Reuben 
M.  Whitney  at  the  head  of  a  bureau  in  the  Department, 
to  be  assimilated  to  a  committee  in  the  bank,  called  the 
committee  on  the  branches,  thereby  placing  the  whole 
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fiscri  concerns  of  tlie  country  under  his  care  ftnd  su- 1 
preme  control.  These  were  the  propositions  contained 
in  that  tetter:  that  Whitney  should  be  placed  at  the 
head  of  such  a  bureau,  with  these  powers,  and  for  this 
object,  with  a  salary  of  95,000  per  annum.  When 
these  propositions  reached  the  ears  of  Mr.  Taney,  he 
never  condescended  to  reply  in  writing^  to  them. 

Here  is  what  he  (Mr.  Woodbury)  says  in  reply  to  the 
former  application: 

**  To  that  apprtcation  I  made  answer  the  ensuing  day, 
stating  what  was  my  own  opinion,  and  what  was  under- 
stood to  be  the  opinion  of  my  predecessor,  (correspond- 
ing with  my  own,)  that  the  Treasury  Department,  un- 
der existing  laws,  had  no  authority  to  constitute  any  such 
officer  or  agency;  and  if  one  was  appointed,  it  must  be 
done  by  the  banks  themselves.*' 

Now,  when  Whitney  spproached  Levi  Woodbury  with 
this  letter,  it  should  be  remembered  when  it  was,  and 
under  what  circumstances.  When  he  came  to  Mr. 
Duane,  upon  the  15th  of  June,  1833,  almost  three 
months  before  the  deposites  were  removed  from  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  he  applied  for  this  agency 
in  advance;  and  the  first  sentence  of  his  letter  sets 
forth— 

•*  That  lie  having  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the  Presi- 
dent in  a  great  degree,  &c.,  and  knowing  the  views  of 
the  President  on  the  subject  of  the  removal  of  the  pub- 
lie  deposites,  &c.,  1  look  upon  that  measure  as  definitive- 
ly resohred  upon,  so  far  as  his  views  and  recommenda- 
tions have  weight  and  influence.  I  have  good  reason  to 
believe  that  the  President  will  forwsrd  a  communication 
from  New  York  to  you,  expressive  of  his  views  and 
wishes  upon  this  subject." 

Whitney  further  says: 

<'  I  take  the  liberty  of  tendering  to  you  my  services 
to  execute  the  duties  snd  to  solicit  the  situation.*' 

He  further  states: 

'*  I  have  never  spoken  to  the  President  upon  this  sub- 
ject, but  circumstances  lead  me  to  think  that  I  should 
not  be  otherwise  then  perfectly  acceptable  to  him.  The 
only  persons  to  whom  I  have  mentioned  the  subject, 
connected  with  the  Government,  are  Messrs.  Taney  and 
Kendall — to  the  former  gentleman  a  week  since,  at  Bal- 
timore, wtio  replied  in  these  words:  '  1  have  always  un- 
derstood, and  taken  it  for  granted,  that  you  were  to  have 
the  situation  when  it  is  crested.' " 

Mr.  Duane  replied  to  this  letter  on  the  17th  June, 
1833,  snd  in  that  response  to  this  impudent  application 
he  raised  himself  in  the  estimation  of  all  honest  men  of 
every  party.  Whitney  tried  to  introduce  himself  to  Mr. 
Duane,  to  become  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  de  faciOt 
and  thereby  ssve  that  gentleman  all  trouble  of  thinking 
for  himself.  Mr.  Duane  made  a  very  polite  reply,  and 
said : 

*'  Whenever  the  President  shall  express  his  wishes  in 
relation  to  any  subject  of  public  concern,  or  with  regard 
to  yourself,  I  will  so  act,  1  trust,  as  to  merit  the  respect 
of  the  President  and  preserve  my  own." 

This  array  of  high  officers  had  no  effect  on  Mr. 
Duane.  This  was  the  last  communication  that  passed 
between  Mr.  Duane  and  Whitney. 

He  then,  sir,  comes  upon  Mr.  Taneyi  backed  by  the 
recommendation  of  six  banks,  but  with  no  better  suc- 
cess than  he  met  with  from  Mr.  Duane. 

Mr.  Taney's  conduct  merits  the  highest  praise;  and  I 
muit  do  him  the  justice  to  say  that  he  stated,  upon  his 
oath,  that  the  statement  of  Whitney»  as  far  as  regarded 
himself,  was  false;  that  he  never  encouraged  him;  and, 
in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Reverdy  Johnson,  he  puts  his  refusal 
on  the  ground  of  that  individual's  notoriously  bad  char- 
acter, saying  *<  bis  appointment  would  be  received,  I  am 
sure,  with  one  general,  universal  feeling  of  disapproba- 
tion,  by  friends  and  foes,  t  will  never  mortify  my  friends 


by  such  an  appointment,"  8cc.  Amos  Kendall  also  de- 
niet,  in  his  evidence,  having  been  consulted  by  Reuben 
M.  Whitney,  as  stated  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Doane.  This 
is  a  question  of  veracity  between  Amos  and  Reuben,  ia 
which  no  honest  man  should  interfere;  let  it,  therefore, 
stand  as  a  family  affair  between  them.  But  a  year  after- 
wards, when  Mr.  Taney  was  gone,  Mr.  Duane  swept 
away,  and  Mr.  Woodbury  came  into  the  Department, 
then  we  find  Whitney  there.  I  asked  cme  of  the  clerks^ 
when  di^  Whitney  first  come  ainongst  them?  Soon  af^er 
Mr.  Woodbury  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Deptrt- 
ment,  was  the  substance  of  the  reply.  Yea,  sir,  then  it 
was  that  Reuben  M.  Whitney  became  a  "ptt"— thatl>e 
was  taken  into  the  Department-^into  the  bosom  of  tbe 
Secretary.  Let  these  things  be  remembered,  and  (hat 
he  was  just  setting  out  upon  bis  grand  Northern  (our,  to 
make  a  personal  application  to  the  deposite  banks  to 
employ  him  as  their  agent,  and  that  he  was  huntinff  up 
letters  of  recommendation  to  carry  with  him;  the  letter 
of  Levi  Woodbury  of  tbe  5th  of  November  was  obtained, 
and  was  used  for  that  purpose  every  where  be  went. 
Mr.  Woodbury,  as  we  have  seen,  did  not  pretend  to 
deny  it  was'a  letter  of  recommendation.  Sir,  in  what 
company  this  letter  was  found!  Whitney  also  applied 
for,  and  obtained,  another  strong  letter  of  reoommenda- 
tion  from  one,  as  he  says,  *'  high  in  the  confidence  of 
the  President."  Here  is  the  language  of  the  anonymoui 
letter  itself:  i 

••  The  President  and  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  1  I 
know,  view  the  subject  in  the  same  light  that  I  do,  and 
will  be  gratified  if  the  banks  will  establish  such  an  agen- 
cy; snd,  from  his  talents,  experience,  and  fidelity,  no 
appointment  would  be  more  acceptable  to  Ihetn  than 
that  of  Mr.  Whitney,  who  has  already  been  recommend- 
ed to  the  Department." 

This  is  the  letter  the  authorship  of  which  has  been 
suppressed  by  a  majority  of  tbe  committee  and  by  this 
House. 

That  letter  was  not  signed.     It  was  anonymous,  hut 
was  csrried  in  company  with  that  of  Mr.  Woodbuiy. 
The  bank  at  Burlington,  Vermont,  before  whom  they 
were  laid,  said,  in  reply,  "  that,  in  all  buaineaa  transae- 
tions  with  the  Government,  they  [tbe  board  of  directors) 
have  and  wish  to  meet  their  views."    Now«  air,  what 
was  this  which  the  board  of  directors  considered  a 
**  business  transaction  with  the  Government?"     It  was 
the  appointment  of  Reuben  Whitney  as  their  agent.  Sir, 
it  is  impossible  to  misunderstand  this  letter  of  Mr. 
Woodbury.    Take  tbe  construction  put  upon  it  by  the 
Moyamensing  Bank,  of  Philadelphia,  when  it  was  laid 
before  that  bank  as  a  recommendation  of  Mr.  Whitney, 
[n  a  resolution  of  the  board,  referr'mg  to  this  letter,  they 
say:   <*R.  M.  Whitney,   Esq.,  coming  highly  recom- 
mended, &c.,  we  do  therefore  employ  him,"  &c.    This 
was  the  only  letter  of  reconMoendation,  as  it  appears, 
before  the  board,  and  they  consider  it  a  h\gh  recom- 
mendation of  Whitney.     Yet,  in  the  face  of  all  this  tf  §• 
timony,  we  have  a  resolution  from  the  majority  of  the 
select  committee,  declaring  that  he  has  not  been  em- 
ployed at  the  request  or  through  the  procurement  of  tbe 
Treasury  Department.    That,   sir,   is  the  rcnolution. 
Here  is  the  proof.     How,  let  me  ask,  can  they  stand 
together?   Many  of  our  frienda  have  manifested  no  little 
uneasiness  to  me,  knowing  the  multitude  of  difficulties 
thrown  in  the  way  of  this  investigation;  but  I  can  tell 
them,  Mr.  Chairman,  with  confidence,  that,  when  they 
see  how  much  direct  positive  proof  we  have  elicited, 
they  will  admit  that  all  we  have  ever  said,  (ver  thought, 
or  imngined  to  have  existed,  will  fall  far,  very  far,  short 
of  the  developments  which  are  made.     I  have  been  as- 
tonished myself  at  the  evidence  brought  to  li^bt  before 
this  committee. 

A  few  words  upon  the  5th  resolution  of  the  majonty, 
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Md  I  will  pan  on.  In  effect,  tbttf  is  the  substance  of 
the  resolution:  that  this  agent,  such  as  he  is,  is  a  mere 
correspondent,  a  mere  channel  to  convey  information  to 
the  banks,  but  never  from  the  banks. 

Nov,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  call. the  attention  of  the 
Rouse  to  one  other  subject  upon  this  branch  of  the  esse. 
Yon  all  remember  the  celebrated  Treasury  circular  of 
the  29fh  Aui^nst,  1835,  in  which  Mr.  Whitney  assumed 
upon  himself  the  power  to  prescribe  what  bank  notes 
lAiottld  or  should  not  be  received  in  payment^for  the 
public  kinds,  and  which  winds  up  with  a  threat  that, 
upon  any  vkilation  of  his  orders,  he  was  authorized  by 
the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury  to  say  that  ••  bb  [the  Seq- 
refary!]  would  take  prompt  measures!"  8ic. 

Now,  Mr.  Gkairmim,  you  recollect  how  this  was  de- 
nied, evsded,  attempted  to  be  concealed,  and  how  the 
Globe  published  mutilated  accounU  of  it|  and  yet,  sir, 
when  we  gti  Mr.  Woodbury,  and  even  Reuben  Whit- 
ney himself,  upon  the  stand,  they  both  acknowledge  it 
to  be  f^enuine!  that  it  is  tibonajlde  order,  conferring 
opon  Whitney  all  the  pow^r  the  circular  purports  he 
possessed.  Here  is  the  question,  sir,  which  brought  it 
out! 

*'  3S.  Have  you  ever  used  the  following  language  in 
«ny  of  your  circulars,  letters,  or  instructions,  to  any  of 
the  public  officers,  to  wit:  •!  have  forwarded  a  copy. of 
tJiis  to  each  of  the  public  receivers,  and  have  no  doubt 
that  (hey  will  act  with  such  fairness  that  no  injustice  will 
be  done  to  any  one  of  the  deposite  banks.  Should  it 
ever  be  otherwise,  and  any  one  of  the  banks  have  cause 
to  feel  aggfieved,  I  %tA  authorized  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  say  that  he  will  take  the  most  prompt 
oieasuree  to  remove  any  just  cause  of  complaint?'  If 
yes,  state  whether  you  had  received  any  such  authority 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

"  Answer,  f  refer  the  committee  to  my  piloted  let- 
ter of  the  29ch  of  August,  1835,  (see  appendix  I  2,)  in 
which  will  be  found  the  paragraph  quoted  in  this  inter- 
rogatory. 

"  In  effecting  the  arrangements  informed  of  in  that 
letter,  a  fear  was  expressed  by  some  of  the  banks  that 
the  bank^  and  receivers  might  not  act  in  perfect  ftiir- 
neas  with  ekch  other t  and  that  some  of  the  banks  might 
be  subject  to  impositions  under  the  arrangements  they 
entered  into.  I  communicated  the  same  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury;  who,  viewing,  as  I  believed,  the 
arrangement  an  important  one  for  the  community,  and 
for  the  purpose,  as  I  supposed,  of  inspiring  the  banks 
with  confidence  that  they  would  not  be  imposed  u|)on, 
told  me  I  might  communicate  the  substance  of  what  is 
contained  in  the  concluding  part  of  the  quotation,  though 
probably  in  other  words. 

That  printed  letter  was  forwarded  to  the  public  land 
receivers  by  me  as  a  mere  matter  of  information,  but  not 
of  *  instroctions.' " 

Mow,  sir,  that  that  statement  of  Reuben  Whitney  is 
true  can  be  shown  by  the  facts  and  circumstances  of  the 
transaction,  Mr.  Woodbury  knowing  h'S  ^tention  of 
sending  the  circular,  and  actually  franked  that  very  cir- 
calar,  to  those  receivers  and  those  banki,  knowing  what 
it  contained,  as  he  in  effect  admits  himself.  I  will  cite 
the  question  propounded  to  Reuben  Whitney  himself 
on  this  subject  of  franking: 

**  34.  Have  you  or  have  you  not  issued  such  circulars 
as  are  above  mentioned  to  any  other  oiliaer  or  officers 
of  the  Government^  If  yea,  to  whonn  and  when.'  Kither 
furnish  the  committee  with  copies,  or  state  their  pur- 
port if  you  cannot  furnish  copies. 

**  Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  to  have  issued  any  cir- 
culars, except  such  fts  were  intended  for  the  deposite 
banka;  copies  of  which,  in  the  instance  referred  to, 
were  )»ent  to  the  public  land  receivers,  and  for  the  pur- 
pose mentioned. 
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"^35.  In  forwarding  to  the  public  offices  and  the 
deposite  banks  the  before-mentineod  circulars,  or  ma- 
king any  other  communications  to  them,  have  you 
at  any  time  used  .the  frank  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  or  any  other  officer  of  that  Department? 
If  yea,  state  whether  it  has  been  your  habit  to  do 
so. 

••Answer.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  franked,  or 
authorized  to  be  franked,  two  or  three  of  the  circulars 
furnished  to  the  committee,  marked  A,  one  of  which 
was  forwarded  to  many,  if  not  all,  of  the  deposite  banks, 
and  of  one  of  them  a  copy  was  sent  to  each  of  the 
receivers,  also  franked  by  him;  also,  tables  showing  the 
condition  of  the  deposite  banks,  which  I  have  occasion- 
ally prepared,  the  character  of  which  was,  in  all  cases* 
made  known  to  him,  on  the  papers  themselves  being 
first  shown  to  him.  Beyond  these  I  do  not  recollect  that 
he  has  ever  franked,  or  authorized  to  be  franked,  any 
communications  to  the  banks,  or  to  any  person  whatever, 
of  mine.*' 

But,  sir,  another,  and  one  of  the  strongest  evidences 
that  this  illegitimate,  collusive  association  between  your 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  this  deposite  bank  minister 
near  your  Treasury  Department  ought  to  cease.  Why* 
sir,  Reuben  Whitney  has  access  to  every  document,  let- 
ter, and  paper,  in  that  Department,  whether  it  concerns 
the  public  mon^y,  the  deposite  banks,  or  any  other  mst- 
ter.  Not  only  so,  sir,  but  he  will  go  to  your  Department, 
enter  the  rooms  of  the  clerks,  and  take  from  the  file 
such  original  pspers  as  he  sees  fit,  and  carry  them 
through  the  street  to  his  own  room,  where  he  will  keep 
them  till  the  next  day,  or  till  it  suits  bis  pleasure  or  con- 
venience to  return  them.  That,  sir,  is  the  positive  and 
direct  testimony  of  one  of-the  clerks,  Mr.  McGinnis.  It 
occurred,  he  testified,  during  the  present  session  of 
Congress.  A  Senator  wishing  to  obtain  some  informa- 
tion from  the  Department,  instead  of  applying  himself  to 
the  Secretary,  he  goes  at  once  into  Whitney's  room,  to 
the  fountain  head  of  information,  and  Whitney  goes  into 
the  clerk's  office,  takes  down  the  file,  and  carries  it  to 
his  own  room.  The  statement  of  the  witness  is,  that 
he  said  I'homas  H.  Benton,  Senator  from  Missouri, 
wished  to  obtain  some  information  from  him,  and  he  ac- 
cordingly took  the  original  files  containing  it,  passing 
down  stairs  from  the  third  story  of  the  building,  passed 
along  the  Avenue,  and  then  entering  at  another  door, 
took  them  to  his  own  room,  where  he  and  the  Senator 
k^pt  them  all  night,  and  it  was  some  time  next  day  be- 
fore they  were  returned,  w|^n  the  fact  wa<,  for  the 
first  time,  made  known  to  the  Secretary,  who  rebuked 
the  clerk,  but  had  not  the  boldness  to  rebuke  Mr.  Whit- 
ney. No,  sir;  it  was  all  right,  so  far  as  he  was  concern- 
ed, for  neither  the  clerks  nor  the  Secretary  dare  to  re- 
sist him.  You  have  humbled  yourself  to  his  power;  he 
is  above  you;  why,  you  all  must  bow  to  Reuben  M. 
Whitney  as  well  as  to  his  master!  Not  a  word  of  rebuke 
to  him,  sir;  oh,  no!  /The  helpless,  honest  cUrks  are 
censured,  but  Reuben  M.  Whitney  is  retained;  and,  al- 
though he  is  not  paid  by  the  Secretsry,  or  nominally  out 
of  the  public  money,  yet  he  is  under  the  same  roof,  in 
the  same  building  with  the  Secretary,  nay,  they  use  the 
same  washbasin,  and  Reuben  M.  Whitney  can  take  al- 
most any  and  every  liberty  he  pleases.  Hence  his  power* 
his  employment,  his  emoluments. 

On  another  occasion,  he  goes  into  a  store,  and,  seeing 
some  handsome  paper  that  took  his  fancy,  he  instantly 
orders  some  of  it  to  be  sent  over,  and  to  be  charged  to 
the  Department.  All's  right,  sir;  it  was  ordered  by 
•«  Mr.  Whitney."  The  witness,  Mr.  Sullivan,  testified 
to  this  fact,  and  he  produced  his  leger,  showing  the  en- 
tries corroborating  the  fact. 

Not  only  so,  sir,  but  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has 
acknowledged   upon   oath   iostances   where  Whitney 
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thought  for  the  Secretary,  where  his  talents  Were  brought 
into  requisition  for  the  service  of  the  Department,  where 
his  statements  have  been  sent  to  Congress  by  the  Sec- 
retary as  his  o^n.  This  is  not  right.  We  hsve  two 
Secretaries — one  to  think  and  write,  and  another  to  re- 
ceive the  salary.  Surely,  the  thinking-one  ought  to  be 
paid,  and  it  seems  the  salary  of  the  other  ought  to  be 
increased,  or  be  ought  to  be  removed.  T  give  my  rea- 
son, sir.  He  must  be  hard  run  for  change.  Why,  sir, 
he  sent  in  to  the  committee  a  claim  for  five  days'  attend- 
ance, at  two  dollars  a  dsy,  amounting  to  the  enormous 
sum  of  ten  dollars.  The  Congress  of  the  United  States 
ought  certainly  to  increase  his  salary,  and  make  it  six 
thousand  and  ten  dollars.  Dut  how  did  he  get  it  up  to 
ten  dollars?  Why,  he  would  come  to  the  committee 
room,  undergo  an  examination  of  half  or  three  quarters 
of  an  hour,  or  less,  and  then  say  he  was  compelled  to 
leave  the  committee  on  official  business.  In  this  way, 
be  made  oat  seven  days,  and  sent  bis  account,  in  writing, 
by  a  confidential  messenger,  with  authority  to  receive 
the  money;  but  it  turned  oiit  that  no  more  than  ^ve 
days  could  be  made  out  from  the  journal,  by  which  he 
said  he  would  be  governed  in  this  important  affair,  and 
so  he  gets  his  ten  dollurF.*  «This,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  Levi 
Woodbury^  Secretary  of  the  Treasury!  It  reminds  me 
of  a  little  incident  I  heard  of  him.  As  I  descended  the 
Ohio  on  my  way  home  last  summer,  I  was  informed  by 
a  very  intelligent  gentleman  who  was  educated  at  the 
same  seminary  with  him.  He  spoke  of  Levi  Woodbury 
fts  the  stingiest  boy  in  the  yhole  school,  who  was  never 
known  to  expend  one  cent.  One  day,  however,  (aaid 
he,)  he,  in  company  with  my  informant,  went  to  a  large 
collection  of  the  people,  (an  election,  I  believe,)  and, 
contrary  to  all  expectation,  he  bought  a  ninepence  worth 
Of  milk  punch,  and  divided  it  with  hia  friend.  They  re- 
turned to  college;  and  when  this  unprecedented  act  of 
liberality,  on  the  part  of  Levi  Woodbury,'  was  made 
'  known,  many  would  not  believe  it.  What!  that  he 
should  buy  a  ninepence  worth  of  milk  punch,  and  di- 
vide it  whb  a  friend!  It  was  incredible!  And  upon  the 
establishment  of  the  fact,  there  was  a  general  illumina- 
tion in  commemoration  of  the  occasion.  And,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, let  no  man  disbelieve  this  punch  story,  after  this 
ten-dollar  affair. 

Mr.  Chairman,  one  great  necessity  for  legislation  on 
this  subject  is  the  attitude  assumed  both  by  the  depos- 
ite  banks  and  by  their  agent.  It  is  this:  That  the  de- 
pofite  banks  are  responsible  only  to  the  Secretary  of  .the 
Treasury  or  his  sgent,  but  ^latthey  owe  no  responsibility 
to  Congress.  That  is  the  position  which  they  assume. 
Notwithstanding  they  have  undertaken  the  charge  of 
the  deposites  under  the  act  of  Congress,  yet  they  insist 
^  that  Congress  has  no  power  of  superviaion  or  inspection 
over  them,  because  it  has  delegated  that  power  to  the 
BecreUry.  Then  how  does  it  siand?  Here  is  your  ten- 
dollar  milk-punch  Secretary  and  Reuben  Whimey, 
who  havfe  entire  and  unlimited  control  over  the  treasure 
of  the  nation,  from  which  there  is  no  appeal!  Conceive 
the  case,  sir,  of  the  whole  being  seized,  and  a  division 
of  the  spoils  about  to  take  place.  According  to  this 
doctrine.  Congress  has  not  even  the  power  to  inter- 
pose and  save  it!  That  is  the  position  which  they  as- 
sume. X 

What  does  the  Secretary  himself  tell  yon?  That,  not- 
withstanding, from  the  first  Instructions  given  by  the 
President  through  Mr.  Duane,  to  Amos  Kendall,  special 

♦  On  the  10th  of  March,  several  days  after  this  speech 
was  delivered,  Mr.  Peyton  called  for  a  copy  of  Mr. 
Woodbury's  account,  to  be  published  with  his  remarks, 
but  was  informed  by  the  clerk  that  Mr.  Woodbury  had 
withdrawn  his  account.  Ten  dollars  saved  for  distribu- 
tion among  the  States. 


agent  to  visit  the  banks,  and  see  upon  what  terms  they 
would  receive  the  deposites,  it  was  expressly  stipulated 
that  an  agent  should  be  appointed,  with  full  power  to 
examine  into  the  condition  of  them  all,  not,  to  be  sure, 
touching  their  privatQ  affairs;  and  that,  notwithstanding 
this  power  was  contemplated  in  the  first  contract  with 
the  original  deposite  banks,  and  the  insertion  of  such  a 
provision  in  the  recent  law,  yet,  «hat  does  Levi  Wood- 
bury say^  Why,  he  says  <*l  have-not,  and  never  will 
appoint  such  an  agent."  Whst  is- the  protection  now> 
Why,  that  the  banks  are  the  principal*,  and  Whitney 
their  agent— «  shameful  perversion  of  terms,  sir.  Reuben 
Whitney  is  their  dictator  and  their  plunderer.  Let  me 
give  you  an  instance. 

Three  banks  in  the  city  of  New  York  fixed  his  salary 
at  $600  per  annum  for  each  bank.  The  Dank  of 
America  even  passed  a  resolution  that  he  should  have 
no  more  than  that  amount;  but  he  soon  compelled  them 
to  reverse  their  resolve,  and  he  demanded  $1,000  from 
each;  they  yielded  to  his  demands.  He  is  now  their 
agf  n%  and  is  in  the  receipt  of  this  sum  annually  from 
each. 

There  is  another  and  a  still  more  flsgrant  case.  The 
Bank  of  Burlington,  Vermont,  in  reply  to  his  importu- 
nities, almost  goes  on  its  knees,  to  beseech  him  to  have 
mercy  on  it;  for  that,  owing  to  its  remote  and  isolated 
situation,  they  have  no  need  of  an  sgent.  But  he  re- 
newed and  repeated  his  requisitions,  till  they  were 
driven  finally  to  make  an  unconditional  surrender,  ttl- 
ling  him,  **  we  have  employed  you,  but  have  fixed  no 
salary;  we  leave  that  to  yourself."  And  he  fixed  if,  sir, 
accordingly. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  a  peculiar  way  of  msa- 
aging  these  matters  between  Whitney  and  the  banks; 
and  as  I  am  in  possession  of  it,  and  as  every  gentleman,  of 
every  party  here,  ought  to  wish  to  know  it,  I  will  read 
it  for  their  especial  edification. 

President  of  the  Bank  to  A.  M,  Whitney, 

<*BuBLiHGTov,  February  13,  1835. 

<*  Your  letter,  dated  the  23d  ult.,  is  received,  on  the 
subject  of  an  agency  of  the  deposite  banks.  I  have 
communicated  the  same  to  our  board  of  directors,  and 
am  instructed  to  say  that,  in  all  bustneas  transactions 
with  the  Government,  they  have  and  wish  to  meet  their 
views,  and  do  the  public  business  intrusted  to  them  to 
their  satisfaction. 

**  So  far  as  this  institution  may  be  profited  by  an 
sgency,  as  it  respects  business,  public  or  private,  they 
will  cheerfully  pay  a  sum  commensurate  to  such  advan- 
tages." 

Cofhier  of  Bank  of  Burlington  to  R,M.  Whitney. 
<*  BvRLivoTOir,  January  35, 1836. 

"  Being  located  in  the  same  place  where  a  bianch  of 
the  United  States  Bank  was  established,  and  as  we  are  a 
deposite  bank,  where  the  branch  has  discontinued  itsop. 
erations,  the  public  seem  to  expect  that  we  could  at 
once  afford  the  same  facilities  and  accommodations  that 
they  enjoyed*  when^  the  branch  was  doing  busines*. 
I'here  has  been,  on  the  part  of  our  directors,  a  desire  to 
meet  this  expectationi  and  the  consequence  has  been, 
that  a  very  sensible  change  has  tsken  place,  politically, 
in  favor  of  the  Gov«rnment{  and  as  it  is  our  desire  to 
strengthen  these  sentiments,  we  feel  that  it  is  important 
to  afford  to  our  farmers  and  merchants  the  doming-  spring 
a  pretty  extensive  accommodationV  especially  about  the 
time  of  the  w  ool  clip.     ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  • 

*•  My  wish  is,  that  you  would  have  an  interview  with 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject  of  allow- 
ing the -present  amount  to  remain,  or,  rather,  that  the 
warrants  in  favor  of  the  pension  agent  should  not  be 
.made  upon  the  deposite  for  next  spring.' 
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R.  M.  Whitney  h  the  Cashier  of  Bank  ofBurlinglon, 

**  Washinqtoit,  March  18,  1836. 

*'  I  called  upon  ihe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
went  to  the  Commissioner  of  Peniions,  and  can  assure 
you  that  you  have  nothing  to  fear  from  the  eflforts  of 
your  neighbors.  No  other  bank  will  be  employed  by 
either  Department  unless  compelled  to  do  so  by  the  le- 
gislation of  Congress.  Mr.  Everett,  a  member  from 
yotir  Slate,  has  been  trying  to  have  the  pensions  paid  in 
another  quarter,  (Windsor,  I  suppose.) 

"  You  need  not  fear  but  I  will  look  after  and  protect 
your  business." 

From  same  to  same. 

•*  WASHUfQToir,  August  23,  1835. 

<*  As  it  may  be  important  for  you  to  know,  as  a  guide 
in  your  operations,  I  can  state  to  you  fliat,  until  January 
next,  I  feel  confident  you  may  safely  calculate  upon  the 
Treaaury  deposites  being  kept  up  to  the  maximum  of 
what  your  bank  can  hold{  say  three  fourths  of  the  amounts 
of  capital." 

Now,  air,  does  not  that  paper  at  once  convince  the 
most  incredulous  that  this  bank  applied  for  the  use  of 
the  pvbbc  money  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  political 
changes  in  favor  of  the  administration?  It  will  not  be 
demed  that  It  did  have  that  effect  in  some  degree,  and 
that  Ihe  bank  continued  to  exert  its  influence  for  like 
purposes,  especially  about  the  time  of  the  elections — 
about  the  time  of  the  wool  clip—^when  they  were  told 
they  should  have  liberally  of  the  public  money:  the  peo- 
ple were  literally  fleeced— dyed  in  the  wool,  sir;  dyed 
IB  Ihe  wooI«  In  the  month  of  August,  Whitney  tells 
them  '*  you  shall  have  as  much  as  your  bank  can  hold" 
for  six  oiontbs  to  come. 

I  wish  here  to  say,  air,  that  no  man  can  feel  more  the 
necessity  that  I  felt  myself  under,  as  a  man  and  as  a  mem- 
ber of  this  body,  to  discbarge  what  I  think  should  be 
considered  s  aolemn  duty  to  my  country,  and  a  duty  also 
to  m3^self,  to  take  the  course  which  I  have  done  in  this 
inrestig^ation.  And,  sir,  I  knew  well  what  I  would  have 
to  deal  with.  I  may  well  say  that,  considering  the  use 
made  of  the  executive  power,  I  am  astonished  we  have 
been  able  to  do  any  thing;  but  we  have  accomplished 
more  than  the  most  sanguine  of  us  ever  contemplated. 
I  was  assailed  in  the  ofiicisl  journal,  as  you  well  remem- 
ber, sir,  as  having  made  a  false  and  slanderous  statement 
in  regard  to  Mr.  Taney  and  Reuben  Whitney.  Mr. 
I'aney  has  Uimself  testified  to  the  truth  of  my  statement. 
Hut,  sir,  I  have  had  more  to  bear,  and  I  have  borne  it 
more  patiently  from  others  than  even  from  Mr.  Whit, 
ufy.  Sir,  I  care  nothing  about  Whitney.  If  I  did  not 
think  be  was  doing  a  serious  public  injury,  neither  his 
name  nor  bis  concerns  would  ever  occupy  my  thoughts. 
t  solemnly  believe,  before  God  and  roan,  befure  this 
House  and  the  country,  that  Reuben  M.  Whitney  has 
been  stimulated  to  treat  me  with  rudeness  and  with  per- 
sonal violence.  Hence  his  course  in  the  committee, 
where  he  cast,  as  it  were,  his  oflensive  card  in  my  face, 
coupled  with  the  moat  insulting  frowns  on  account  of 
what  1  had  stated  in  relation  to  Mr.  Taney's  refusing  to 
countenance  him.  Out  of  that  transaction  statements 
have  gone  forth  and  been  scattered  far  and  wide,  com- 
ments have  been  made,  facta  have  been  sworn  to,  which, 
Mr.  Chairman,  never  had  an  existence.  I  am  as  charita- 
ble, I  hope,  as  any  one  to  my  fellow-men,  but  gentle- 
men have  stated  what  I  know  to  be  incorrect. 

Sir,  that  my  friend  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Wise]  on  that 
occasion  left  his  chair,  and  walked  with  me  when  I  went 
to  Whitney,  and  rebuked  him  for  the  manner  in  which 
be  had  treated  me,  is  not  only  unlikely,  but  impossible. 
Sir,  befure  God^  such  a  thing  never  happened!  The 
gentlemen  gave  their  statements  •tipon  oath.     Well,  sir{ 


that  only  shows,  perhaps,  that  they  might  have  been  at 
the  time  in  a  condition  not  to  recollect  any  thing.  I 
was  astonished  at  the  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  Fair- 
field]  stringing  together  such  a  set  of  oaths  as  lie  did, 
and  that  other  gentleman  ahould  take  a  copy  of  them  to 
swear  toi  nay,  mote,  that  there  should  be  a  concerted 
movement  upon  the  subject  of  getting  those  oaths  upon 
the  journal  of  this  House.  Now,  that  I  made  use  of  un- 
becoming isnguage,  1  will  not  deny,  because  I  was  high- 
ly excited  st  jthe  time;  but  I  instantly  apologized  to  the 
committee.  I  would  not  have  used  such  language,  cer- 
tainly, under  ordinary  circumstances  of  excitement.  But, 
sir,  that  gentlemen  should  calmly  and  deliberately  un- 
dertake to  make  it  a  matter  of  record  in  this  Hduse,  is 
unaccountable,  and  wholly  unprecedented.  Why,  sir, 
the  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  FAiarxsLn]  strung  to- 
gether a  set  of  oaths  that  would  prove  to  every  body  in 
America  that  I  wasHio  swearer.  He  has  strung  them 
like  a  silly  country  girl  stringing  birds'  egg^,  hen  e%^» 
duck  eggs,  goose  eggs,  and  turkey  eggs— mixed  with  a 
little  Yankee  pumpkin — out  of  time,  and  out  gf  place, 
without  sense  or  meaning  in  them.  Sir,  1  can  account 
for  this  but  in  one  way,  as  I  am  unwilling  to  attribute 
improper  motives  to  that  gentleman,  who  is  one  of  that 
class  of  Christians  who  consider  swearing  an  unpardon- 
able sin,  but  can  look  with  perfect  complacency  upon 
the  robberies  perpetrated  upon  the  Treasury  by  Reuben 
M.  Whitney. 

I  say,  sir,  I  cannot  charitably  account  for  tliat  gentle- 
man's want  of  memory  but  in  one  wayi  and  that  was  the 
manner  in  which  Dr.  Gloster's  friends  accounted  for  his 
mistake  on  a  certain  occasion.  It  was  during  the  late 
war,  on  the  Northwestern  frontier,  when  the  Doctor, 
with  a  small  detachment,  ventured  out  from  the  main 
army,  and  remained  all  night.  About  daylight  ne:itt 
morning  he  was  seen  coming,  panting  and  blowing. 
*<  What's  the  matter,  Doctor?"  **  Matter  enough,  (cried 
he;)  a  thousand  Indians  out  yonder,  firing  all  around  the 
camp,  and  have  killed  every  one  of  the  boys."  "  Is  it 
possible?  What  party  can  it  be?"  "  Tecumseh's  party, 
for  I  heard  General  Teeumseh  say,  as  plain  as  any  thing, 
<  I'll  have  Doctor  Gloster's  scalp  before  day,  by  G^.'  " 
Well,  sir,  all  the  boys  soon  came  in,  one  at  a  time,  and 
it  turned  out  to  be  nothing  but  the  howl  of  a  wolf  which 
had  alarmed  the  excellent  Doctor's  fears  so  much. 

And,  sir,  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Gil- 
LKT,]  what  was  his  condition,  that  he  is  able  to  swear 
with  such  particularity  on  every  word  which  passed  on 
the  occasion?  lie  was  between  a  wild  and  a  shy,  peep- 
ing for  a  place  to  get  out,'  like  a  wild  turkey  out  of  a 
pen,  alarmed,  no  doubC  at  the  giant  frame  of  Reuben. 
He  knew  about  as  much  of  what  passed  as  the  lame 
captain  did  of  the  battle  which  he  did  nut  wait  to  see. 
You  recollect  the  case  of  the  lame  captain,  sir:  he  was 
in  the  woods  with  his  men,  and  suddenly  coming  upon 
the  Indians,  cried  out,  <<  Boys,  here  they  are!"  peeping 
under  the  bushes,  said  he,  *'they  are  very  numerous, 
and  my  opinion  is  they'll  whip  us;  but  fight  hard,  retreat 
in  good  order;  as  I'm  a  little  lame,  I'll  go  now." 

But,  sir,  I  forgive  these  gentlemen  for  all  they  have 
said,  or  thought,  or  have  sworn  against  me,  because  L 
hope  they  believed  it. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  but  one  other  question  to  ask, 
and  then  I  take  leave  of  Reuben  M.  Whitney  forever— 
and  that  is,  who  is  he?  How  came  he  in  the  Treasury? 
Why  is  he  possessed  of  so  much  power'  Why,  sir, 
gentlemen,  under  the  29th  interrogatory,  have  gotten  a 
few  favorable  responses,  "  so  far  as  the  witness  knew, 
individually,  as  to  his  character  for  integrity  and  capaci- 
ty." They  got  hold  of  one  man,  a  director  in  the  Moy- 
amensing  Bank,  who  would  not  trust  him  with  his  pri- 
vate affairs,  from  his  general  character.  When  we  ask- 
ed Levi  Woodbury  whether,  from  his  general  character. 
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be  would  believe  Reuben  M.  Whitney  on  hii  oatby  the 
mftjority  of  the  committee  would  not  let  the  question  be 
put,  even  to  him.  Why,  sir,  Whitney  invited  an  tnvet- 
tigation  into  his  character:  he  went  to  Canada,  and  Phil* 
adelphia,  and  Waabington,  and  challenged  the  world  to 
inquire  into  his  conduct  and  ittanding.  Yet,  mr,  when- 
ever, in  the  committee,  we  approached  his  character, 
gentlemen  shrunk  back,  and  proclaimed  that  we  bad  no 
power  to  ascertain  whether  this  secret  Treasury  agent 
was  an  honest  man  and  a  patriot,  or  a  rogue,  bankrupt, 
and  traitor. 

I,  sir,  propounded  the  following  interrogatories,  which 
were  rejected: 

"32.  Do  you  kncfw  R.  M.  Whitney's  general  charac- 
ter^ If  yea,  what  is  his  character  as  an  honest,  trust- 
worihy  man?  Would  you,  from  his  general  character, 
beheve  him  on  his  oath,  br  trust  him  when  he  was  sub- 
ject, by  great  pecuniary  temptation^  to  err? 

"  Mr.  Gillet  objected  to  this  question,  which  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative  by  the  following  vote: 

"Ay— Mr.  Peyton. 

« Noes— Messrs.  Martin,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillet, 
Garland. 

*'3d.  Has  he  or  has  he  not  borne  the  general  char- 
acter, at  and  about  Philadelphia,  of  having  been  a  trai- 
tor, and  one  of  the  Britiah  emissaries  who  were  engaged 
in  amuggling  gold  from  the  United  States  of  America, 
to  pay  the  British  troops  in  Canada,  during  the  late  war, 
and  of  having  acknowledged  and  made  a  boast  of  the 
aame  to  gentlemen  in  Philadelphia?  Did  he  not  sustain 
the  general  character  in  Philadelphia,  after  the  war, 
of  being  the  keeper  of  a  gambling.bou8e,*or  faro  bank, 
in  that  city  ?  Does-  he  not  now  sustain  the  character  of  a 
bankrupt,  who  is  defrauding  his  just  creditors,  while  he 
10  living  in  the  prison-bounds  of  this  city  in  a  style  of 
princely  extravagance? 

**  Mr.  Gillet  objected  to  this  question,  which  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative  by  the  following  vote: 

"  Ay— Mr.  Peyton. 

••  Noes— Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Martin, 
Gillet." 

Now,  sir,  is  Reuben  M.  Whitney  fit  to  be  trusted  with 
the  management  of  your  treasure?  Is  he  not  a  notorious 
bankrupt,  now  living  within  the  prison  bounds  of  th  s 
city?  I  have  filed  with  the  minority  report  a  transcript, 
which  the  committee  rejected,  but  which  1  obtained  my- 
self from  the  records,  showing  the  amount  of  judgmenta 
now  in  damages  against  him  in  the  court  of  this  District 
to  be  upwards  of  #95,000.  Sir,  we  offered  to  prove, 
not  only  that  Whitney  was  a  bankrupt,  but  that  he  was 
guilty  of  the  most  dishonest  practices  to  defraud  his  just 
creditors.  We  also  offered  to  prove  a  declaration  of 
Whitney  himself,  that,  if  bis  creditors  would  not  com- 
promise with  him  upon  his  own  terms,  he  would  tske 
the  benefit  of  the  insolvent  act.  We  could  have  proved 
that  all  that  splendid  and  princely  establishment  of  his 
belonged,  or  h»d  been  made  over,  to  others,  and  that  he 
did  not  own  a  dollar  in  bis  own  name.  And  yet,  sir,  he 
gives  diplomatic  dinners.  His  Britannic  Majesty's  min- 
ister lives  not  in  a  more  costly  and  magnificent  atyle  than 
does  Reuben  M .  Whitney.  Yesj  you  who  have  sat  at  his 
board,  and  feasted  at  his  table,  ate  the^meat  and  drank 
the  wine  of  his  honest  creditors.  Yes,  sir,  on  the  very 
night  of  that  day  when  Whitney  took  hissUnd  incontempt 
of  the  authbrity  of  this  House,  in  defiance  of  its  pow- 
er, he  gave  a  splendid  dinner,  and  many,  I  know,  <»f  the 
members  of  this  House  attended.  The  President  elect, 
the  Vice  President  elect,  and  all  the  heads  of  the  de- 
partments, went  up  to  do  him  reverence.  Why,  sir,  he 
greatl;|r  surpassed  your  ten-dollar  Secretary.  Nine  hun- 
dred invited  guests;  500  dollars  in  champagne:  not 
Woodbury's  sort,  but  the  best  which  the  public  money 
could  command.    Sir,  let  me  ask  you,  if  the  committee 


had  then  reported  bim  for  a  contempt,  what  condition 
would  this  House  have  been  in  the  nest  morning  to  pass 
pn  his  case?  Would  gentlemen  here,  with  Whitney's 
wine  thumping  in  their  bead*,  with  bis  tieef  eaten  the 
night  before  still  undigested,  have  been  prepared  to 
send  him  to  prison,  as  a  court  of  )UBtiee  would  hare 
done,  there  to  remain  until  he  waa  willing  to  answer  in- 
terrogatories? Reuben,  perhaps,  thinks,  aa  many  oth- 
ers do,  that  the  ahortest  way  to  men's  affections  is  dovn 
their  throata! 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  a  little  remarkable  that  even 
gentlemen  who  were  on  the  bank  committee  of  18S2, 
where  his  perjuries  and  l)is  tresson  were  proven,  and  who 
could  not,  consequently,  have  been  ignorant  of  bis 
character,  were  of  that  party.  Many  gentlemen,  doubt- 
leas,  went  without  knowing  his  character;  some  went  by 
the  force  of  exam  pie  {  others  becsuae,  perhaps,  they 
liked  a  good  dinner  more  than  tbey  hated  Reuben  M. 
Whitney,  though  tbey  knew  bis  character. 

Mr.  PxTTos  here  read  from  the  minority  report  of  (he 
bank  committee  of  1832: 

•*  There  was  one  occurrence,  during  the  transactions 
of  Thomas  Biddle  &  Co.  with  the  beak,  wbicb  merits 
particular  notice. 

•*  An  informer  and  witness,  by  the  name  of  Whitney, 
who  had  formerly  been  a  director  of  the  bank,  waa  pro- 
duced, who  declared,  upon  oath,  that,  in  May,  1834, 
two  of  the  cashiers  of  the  t>ank  bad  informed  bim  that 
Thomas  Biddle  &  Co.  had  been  in  the  babit  of  drawing 
money  out  of  the  bank  on  a  depoaite  of  stock  in  the  tet 
ler's  drawer,  without  paying  interest  $  and  that  the  presi- 
dent of  the  bank  bad  discounted  two  notes,  one  fvt 
Thomas  Biddle  &  Co.  and  one  for  Charles  Biddle,  wtlii- 
out  the  authority  of  the  directors.  This  witness  sta<  ed 
that  be  went  with  these  officers  of  the  bank  and  eKamin- 
ed  the  teller's  drawer  and  the  discount  book,  and  found 
the  facts  which  bad  been  stated  to  bim  verified  by  the 
lezamination.  He  also  stated,  to  give  additional  certain- 
ty to  his  averments,  tlmt  he  made  a  memorandum  at  the 
time,  with  the  dates  of  the  transactions;  which  memo- 
randum he  produced  to  the  committee.  Having^  thus 
unalterably  fixed  the  date  of  the  transaction,  aa  if  by 
aoffle  fatality,  be  went  on  to  say  that  be  immediately  pro- 
ceeded into  the  room  of  Mr.  Biddle,  the  president,  and 
remonstrated  with  him  against  the  irregular  proeeedings, 
and  that  Mr.  Biddle  promised  bim  that  they  should  not 
occur  again. 

**\n  the  interval  between  the  adjournment  of  the 
committee  that  day  and  its  meeting  tbe  next,  a  member 
of  the  board  of  dtrectora  suggeated  to  Mr.  Biddle  that 
be  waa,  about  the  time  of  this  alleged  transaction,  in  the 
city  of  Washington.  On  examining  the  journal  of  tbe 
board,  and  tbe  letter  book,  it  waa  found,  by  en'ries  and 
letterii,  that,  for  several  days  previous  to  the  alleged  in. 
terview  between  the  president  and  Whitney,  and  fur 
aeveral  days  afterwards,  the  president  was  absent  on  a 
visit  to  this  city,  on  the  business  of  the  bank,  and  Gen- 
eral Cadwalader  was  acting  as  president  in  bis  plaice. 
Thus  was  this  artfiilly  devjaed  vtory,  which  was  intended 
to  blast  the  reputation  of  a  high-minded  and  honorable 
man,  through  one  of  those  extraordinary  interpositions 
by  which  Providence  sometimes  confounds  the  contri- 
vances of  the  wicked,  made  to  recoil  upon  the  head  of 
its  iaventor,  who  must  forever  stand  forth  as  a  blasted 
monument  of  the  speedy  and  retributive  justice  ol 
Heaven. 

*■  The  following  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted 
by  the  committee,  a  majority  of  whom  were  the  political 
friends  of  said  Whitney,  and  three  of  that  majority,  to 
wit,  Messrs.  P.  Thomas  of  Maryland,  C.  C.  C»mbrcl- 
eng  of  New  York,  and  Colonel  11.  M.  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, are  now  members  of  the  House  of  Reprtsenta- 
tivcs: 
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**  Reaohedt  Thtt  theolMrget  brought  •gttwt  the  prat* 
ident»  of  lendiag  nooey  to  Mcmts,  ThomM  Biddle  & 
Co.  without  inteMft,  and  of  discounting  notei  f€»r  that 
honae,  and  for  Charles  Biddle,  without  the  sanction  of 
the  directorsy  are  without  foundation  i  and  that  there 
does  not  exist  any  ground  fbr  charging  the  president 
with  having  shown,  or  manifested  any  disposition  to 
show,  any  partiality  to  those  individuals  in  their  transac- 
tions with  Ibe  bank. 

*'The  foUowing  questions  were  propounded  to  said 
Whitney,  when  examined  before  that  committee  in  1833: 
«*  Question  by  Mr.  Watmough.  How  long  have  you 
been  a  resident  of  this  country^ 
**  Answer.  I  was  born  in  this  country. 
*'  Qvestton  by  the  same.  Were  you  not  a  resident  of 
Canada  during  the  Ute  war? 

*<  Anvwer.  I  resided  there  from  1808  to  the  spring  of 
1816,  when  1  removed  to 'this  city. 

"  Question  bv  Mr.  Adams.  In  what  pfece  in  Canada 
did  you  reside  during  the  late  war? 

"  Answer.  In  Montreal.  1  went  to  Canada  as  a  clerk. 
I  afterwarda  became  engaged  in  busfneas  on  my  own  so- 
count.  When  the  war  broke  out,  1  had  a  great  deal  of 
money  scsttered  about  in  that  country,  having  sold  much 
on  crediti  all  of  which  I  should  have  sacriiked  by  leaving 
it  when  war  was  decfered.  I  remained,  therefore,  hav- 
ing the  permission  of  the  British  Government  to  do  so* 

**  Queation  by  Mr.  Adama.  Did  you  ever  ask  permis- 
sioQ  of  lite  Government  of  the  United  States  to  remain 
there? 
'*  Anawer.  I  never  did. 

<*  Question  by  Mr.  Adams.  On  what  conditions  did 
the  Britiab  Government  permit  you  to  remain  in  Canada 
during  the  war? 

**  Anawer.  I  took  an  oath  to  observe  the  laws  of  the 
country  wtiile  I  remained  there. 

"  Question.  Did  you  understand  that  to  be  an  oath  of 
illegiancc? 
"  Answer.  No;  I  did  not,  permanently."  - 
Not  **  permanently,"    No,  sir,  he  only  took  an  oath 
of  allegiainee  during  the  wsr,  from  1813  to  1816. 

Sir,  this  lame  apology,  which  places  Whitney's  avarice 
io  bold  relief  with  his  patriotism,  is  wholly  untrue.  He 
wss  a  traitor,  who  obtained  the  favor  of  the  King  of  Bng- 
Isod  by  perpetrating  treason  against  his  own  country,  as 
be  did  the  ravor  of  General  Jackson,  by  perjury  against 
the  hanky  of  which  he  had  been  a  director. 

How  eoold  these  gentlemen,  who  were  on  the  bank 
committee,  [Messrs.  Fxahcis  Tboicas  of  Msryhind, 
RjcHAXD  M.,  JoHXSOH  of  Kcntucky,  and  Cat7RCBii.L  C. 
CAXBnxi:.Bse  of  New  York,]  and  who  voted  for  that  res- 
olution which  aifixed  to  his  name  eternal  infamy^-how 
could  they  honor  him  with  their  presence  at  that  dinner' 
Mr.  THOMAS  eaplained,  and,  as  a  member  of  that 
committer,  ststed  seveml  circumstances  which  induced 
liim  to  believe  that  Mr.  Whitney  was  not  perjured,  but 
hsd  honestly  stated  what  he  apjiesred  to  haVe  sufiicieht 
grounds  for  believing. 

Mr.  PEYTON  then  called  on  Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams,  to  know 
if  what  he  bad  read  from  the  report  of  the  minority  of 
the  bank  committee  waa  not  correct. 

Mr.  ADAMS  said  that,  after  the  course  which  he  had 
deemed  it  his  duty  to  tske  throughout  the  whole  of  this 
investigation,  that  is,  of  tsking  no  psrt  in  it  whatever, 
he  hsd  hoped  to  be  spared  the  necessity  of  saying  one 
word  to  the  House  in  relation  to  it,  or  having  any  con- 
nexion with  it|  or  with  the  individual  whose  very  name 
he  bad  no  disposition  to  pronounce.  But  as  the  gentle- 
man from  l*ennenee,  [Mr.  Psttov,]  after  reading  a 
passage  from  the  report  of  ihe  minority  of  the  committee 
appointed  to  investigate  the  condition  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  in  April,  1832,  to  wliich  report  his  (Mr. 
A's)  name  was  subKhbedi  had  thought  proper  ape* 


eially  to  call  upon  him  to  confirm  the  statement  which 
he  had  read,  he  felt  it  waa  no  longer  proper  for  him  to 
remain  silent  $  but,  in  what  he  was  about  to  say  to  the 
committee,  he  should  confine  himself  strictly  within  the 
call  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  with  the  ezcep* 
tion  of  a  very  few  remarks  upon  what  had  fiillen  from 
the  member  from  Maryland,  who  had  also  been  a  mem- 
her  of  the  bank  investigating  committee  of  1833,  [Mr, 
Thomas.]  . 

There  were  three  reports  msde  from  that  committee 
to  the  House  of  Representatives,  with  a  considersble 
mass  of  documents  appended  to  each:  tt»e  repoK  of  a 
bare  majority,  which  bad  the  assent  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  I  a  report  written  by  the  chairman  of  the 
eommittee,  (Judge  Clayton,  of  Georgia,}  who  afkerwards, 
in  a  anartner  highly  honorable  to  himself  and  with  a  map;^ 
nanimity  as  generous  as  it  was  rare,  publicly  retracted,  in 
this  hall,  every  word  of  it  that  was  disparaging  to  the 
character  of  the  president  of  the  bankj  the  report  of  the 
minority,  from  which  the  gentleman  from  Tenneasee  has 
read  the  extract  which  he  now  called  on  Mr.  Adams  to 
avouch <  and  a  separate  report  made  by  Mr.  Adajks  him- 
self, and  aigned  by  one  other  member  of  the  committee. 
The  report  from  which  the  extract  had  been  read  was 
written,  not  by  Mr.  Adams,  but  by  a  member  then 
among  the  most  eminent  men  in  the  Houie,  and  aince 
that  time  Governor  of  ihe  State  of  South  Carolina,  (Mr. 
McDuffie.)  It  had  also  been  subscribed  by  Mr.  Adams, 
who,  in  his  own  report,  had  given  his  own  views  in  re* 
lation  to  the  transactions  referred  to  in  the  extract  just 
read.  That  extract,  he  repeated,  was  not  written  by 
him,  but  he  had  sulMcribed  bis  name  to  the  report  in 
which  it  was  contained;  and,  as  he  stood  in  ptvsence 
of  God  and  of  the  Houie,  he  now  believed  every  word 
of  the  extract  to  be  true,  as  he  did  believe  when  he  sign^ 
ed  the  report. 

With  regard  to  the  explanations  and  revisions  of  opin- 
ions of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  with  which  he  had 
favored  the  committee,  Mr.  Adams  would  not  have 
thought  himself  called  upon  to  notice  them,  but  that 
they  had  an  appearance,  he  could  not  believe  intentional, 
of  reviving  artd  countensncing  dark  suspicions  of  dishon- 
or against  a  man  as  honorable  as  sny  one  that  breathed 
upon  earth  I  a  nnan  basely  slandered  and  persecuted, 
and  whom  he  numbered  among  the  dearest  of  his 
friends:  he  meant  the  president  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

The  resolution  read  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, «  that  the  cliarges  brought  against  the  president  of 
the  bank,  of  lending  money  to  Thomaa  Bidtlle%nd  Co. 
without  interest,  and  of  discounting  notes  for  that  house, 
and  for  Charles  Biddle,  without  the  sanction  of  the 
directors,  are  without  foundation «  and  that  there  does 
not  exist  any  grounds  for  charging  the  president  with 
having  shown,  or  manifested  any  disposition  to  show, 
any  partiality  to  those  individuals,  in  their  transsctions 
with  the  bank,"  is  stated  in  the  report  to  have  been 
unanimously  adopted  by  the  committee.  It  was  so  un* 
dcrbtood  at  the  time.  But  now,  the  gentleman  seems 
not  to  know  whether  he  voted  for  it  or  not.  He  says 
that  if  the  yeas  and  nays  had  been  taken,  he  should 
probably  have  voted  for  it  then;  but,  a<\er  time  for  re- 
consideration and  re-exsminatiun  ol  the  evidence,  he 
has  hsd  occasion  to  slier  his  oftinion.  He  withdraws 
now,  at  the  end  of  five  years,  wUntever  credit  his  asieit 
to  that  resolution  may  have  given  to  the  unanimous  ac- 
quittal by  the  committee  of  the  president  of  the  bank 
Irom  a  charge  maliciously  and  infamously  false.  He 
is  not  yet  quit^  willing  to  assume  the  burden  of  defend- 
ing the  general  character  of  the  delator.  He  knows 
very  little  about  him,  and  has  been  but  once  in  his 
house  I  but  he  thinks  his  charges  sgainst  the  preaident 
I  of  the  bank  were  true,  or,  at  least,  not  wilfully  falser 
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becaute»  notwithstanding  they  were  flatly  contradicted 
and  denied  by  e?ery  individual  witneis  to  whom  he  ap- 
pealed for  confirmation  of  his  statements,  they  were  yet 
confirmed  by  the  entries  on  the^ooks  of  the  banki  and 
because  Mr.  Philander  Stevens,  then  a  member  of  Con- 
gress, did,  even  while  the  committee  were  at  Philadel- 
phia, obtain  a  loan  by  order  of  the  president,  and  with- 
out a  vote  of  the  directors.  The  transaction  with  Mr. 
Stevens  was  not  within  the  commission  of  the  investiga- 
ting c6mmittee,  and  was  satisfactorily  explained  and  ac- 
counted  for  at  the  time.  But  the  charge  affecting  the 
integrity  of  the  president  of  the  bank  was,  that,  by  his 
direction,  Thomas  Biddle  &  Co.,  brokers,  and  his  re- 
lations, were  habitually  allowed  to  take  large  sums  of 
money  out  of  the  bank,  giving  merely  their  notes  for 
the  amount,  or  depositing  mere  slips  of  paper,  or 
pledges  of  stock,  in  the  teller's  drawer,  all  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  directors,  and  without  payment  of  in- 
terest, while  they  had^the  use  of  the  moneys.  This  was 
no  occasional  irregularity,  or  incidental  and  inadver- 
tent looseness  of  practice  in  the  hurry  and  multiplicity 
of  businessi  it  was  a  direct  charge  of  gross  malversation 
in  office  against  the  president  of  the  bank,  and  as  such 
It  was  first  brought  forward  in  the  committee.  To  sub- 
stantiate this,  a  dirty  ^Id  paper,  containing  a  minute  of 
two  sums  of  money,  thus  alleged  to  have,  been  taken 
from  the  teller's  drawer,  on  the  25th  of  May,  forty-five 
thousand,  and  on  the  26th  of  May,  twenty-four  thousand 
dollars,  was  produced,  and  sworn  to  be  minutes  tjiken 
at  the  time;  and  it  was  sworn  that,  when  this  practice 
waa  thus  detected,  Mr.  Whitney  ordered  these  sums 
should  be  entered  upon  the  books,  which  wai  accord- 
ingly donet  that  he  immediately  went  into  the  presi- 
dent's room;  there  expostulated  with  him  against  this 
practice;  that  the  president  colored  up  very  much,  and 
promised  that  it  should  not  happen  again.  The  crimi- 
nality of  this  charge,  had  it  been  true,  consisted  in  the 
allowance  to  the  brokers  to  take  out  money  and  use  it 
without  payment  of  interest;  and  the  pretended  inter- 
view and  expostulation  with  the  president,  and  bis 
blushes  upon  detection,  were  to  prove  a  consciousness 
in  him  of  dishonesty  and  breach  of  trust.  Now,  all  this 
was  not  only  positively  and  most  solemnly  denied  by  the 
president  of  the  bank  himself,  but  every  individual  to 
whom  Whitney  appealed  to  sustain  bis  allegation  of 
facts,  as  flatly  denied  them— the  teller,  the  discount 
clerk,  the  cashier  then  of  the  bank,  every  one  of  them, 
denied  every  part  of  such  a  transaction  as  having  oc- 
curred within  their  knowledge.  When  every  individual 
named  %s  having  acted  in  the  transaction  had  thus  ex- 
plicitly denied  his  statements,  he  resorted  for  confirma- 
tion of  his  narrative  to  his  own  testimony,  as  he  had  told 
the  story  to  others  shortly  after  the  dates  of  his  minutes. 
lie  had  told  it  to  a  Mr.  Wilson  Hunt;  and  Mr.  Hunt  waa 
examined  bv  the  committee.  Mr.  Hunt  stated  that 
Whitney  had  spoken  of  certain  loans  which  he  said  had 
been  made  to  Thomas  Biddle  &  Co.  without  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  directors,  and  bad  shown  him  a  memoran- 
dum which  be  had  taken  of  such .  loans;  but  he  denied 
unhesitatingly,  and  with  a  strong  expression  of  surprise, 
that  he  had  ever  told  him  they  were  without  interest, 
and  said  he  was  very  sure,  if  he  bad  told  him  so,  it  was 
impossible  he  should  hsve  forgotten  it. 

[Mr.  AsTiLONY  interrupted  Mr.  Adams  by  raisings 
question  of  order,  and  objecting  that  these  statements 
were  not  relevtint  to  the  subject  under  consideration. 
The  chairman  (Mr.  Pisrcx,  of  New  Hampshire)  said 
the  debate  bad  taken  so  wide  a  range  already,  that  he 
not  feel  himself  authorized  to  call  Mr.  Adams  to  order, 
but  thought  he  might  proceied,  unless  the  committee 
should  direct  otherwise.  Mr.  Abaxs  said  he  had  very 
reluctantly  risen  at  the  sudden  and  unexpected  call  of 
the   gentleman  from   Tennessee,  [Mr.   Psytost.]     He 


had  added  a  few  remarks,  which  be  though)  called  fur 
by  those  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  TaoxAs,] 
but  notbing  could  be  further  from  bis  intention  tbari  to 
proceed  a  hair's  breadth  beyond  the  rules  of  order;  nor 
would  he  now  proceed  without  express  authority  so  to 
do  from  the  chairman  or  from  the  committee.  Some 
debate  then  arose;  the  chairman  referred  the  question 
to  the  committee,  and  two  successive  divisions,  by  tcl* 
lers,  took  place;  on  both  of  which  a  majority  of  the 
voters  were  for  authorising  Mr.  Adams  to  proceed,  the 
want  of  a  quorum  on  the  first  div'ision  having  rendered 
the  second  necessary.  The  chairman  then  directed 
Mr.  Adaxs  to  proceeds  He  was  twice  or  three  timei 
interrupted  or  replied  to  by  Mr.  Thoxas.  The  follow- 
ing  is  the  substance  of  what  be  said,  though  possibly 
some  of  the  preceding  and  some  of  the  following  ob> 
aervations  may  be  transferred  from  the  order  in  which 
they  were  spoken.] 

Upon  Mr.  Tboxas's  Isst  replication  Mr.  ADAHS  said: 
Mr.  Chairman:  The  gentleman  from  Maryland  \§  anx- 
ious to  have  the  last  word,  and  he  shall  have  it  He  bore 
an  honorable  testimony  to  the  unsullied  integrity  of  the 
president  of  the  bank,  by  assenting  to  the  resolution 
read  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennesseei  and  now  be 
dues  not  know  whether  he  voted  for  it  or  not*  He  bas 
had  new  lights,  by  a  re-exaroination  of  the  evidence} 
and,  above  all,  he  believes  Whitney's  story,  because  his 
minute  of  the  two  sums  taken  from  the  teller's  drawer 
on  the  25th  and  26th  May,  1824,  is  confirmed  by  the 
entries  on  the  books  of  the  bank.  Now,  air,  there  yt 
two  ways  of  accounting  for  the  conformity  of  Mr.  Whit- 
ney's minutes  and  the  Dooks  of  the  bank:  one,  that  the 
entries  and  the  books  were  conformed  to  the  minutes^ 
and  the  other,  that  the  minutes  were  made  conformable 
to  the  entries  on  the  books.  The  gentleman  from  Mtry- 
land  chooses  to  believe  the  first  of  these  alternalives, 
and  thence  derives  all  his  confidence  in  Whitney's  testi- 
mony. I  believe  (said  Mr.  A.)  that  the  minutes  were 
made  from  the  entries  on  the  books,  to  which  Whitney, 
as  a  director,  always  had  access.  Whitney  swore  at  first 
that  the  entries  on  the  books  of  those  turns  taken  out  of 
the  teller's  drawer  on  the  25th  and  26th  of  May  were 
made  by  bis  order.  The  clerk  who  made  the  entries 
swore,  not  only  Ihat  they  were  made  without  his  order, 
but  that,  if  he  had  assumed  to  give  such  an  order,  it 
would  not  have  been  obeyed;  no  single  director  bsving^ 
any  right  to  give  such  an  order.  Whitney  then,  with 
the  permission  of  the  committee,  revised  his  testiinony« 
to  correct  what  he  called  discrepancies,  and  a^d  bis  im- 
pression was  that  he  directed  the  two  loans  to  be  put 
upon  the  books,  or  that  he  was  informed  that  they  had 
been  placed  there,  and  that  he  confirmed  their  having 
done  so.  Confirmed  their  having  done  soi  What  was 
there  to  confirm?  His  charge  was,  that  there  had  been 
no  entries  on  the  books  till  he  had  ordered  they  should 
be  made.  I'he  gentleman  from  Maryland  reVies  upoo 
the  confirmation  of  the  entries  on  the  books.  There  is 
not  one  tittle  of  evidence  on  the  books  to  sliow  thai 
there  ever  was  such  a  transaction  as*  Whitney's  going 
with  Andrews  and  Wilson  to  the  teller's  drawer,  and  to 
the  discount  clerk's  desk,  nor  that  Whitney's  memoran- 
dum was  made  at  that  time.  Andrews,  Wilson,  Patter- 
son, (the  first  teller,)  and  Burtes,  (the  discount  clerk,) 
denied  positively  all  recollection  of  any  such  transaction 
having  occurred;  and  these  are  the  four  persons  with 
whom,  and  in  whose  presence,  he  had  sworn  that  it  took 
place.  With  regard  to  the  non-payment  of  interest  upon 
the  loans  to  Thomas  Biddle  &  Co.,  of  which  Whitney 
swore  Wilson  had  told  him,  Wilson  denied  with  indig- 
nation that  he  had  ever  told  him  of  or  known  any  such 
thing.  Was  there  any  confirmation  of  this  charge  on 
the  face  of  the  books?  Not  a  particle.'  The  face  of  tbc 
books,  and  all  the  witnesses,  proved  directly  the  re- 
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^erw;  and  in  this  consisted  the  gravamen  of  the  charge. 
It  was  not  the  mere  hasty,  incautious  practice  of  loaning 
money,  upon  deposites  of  stocks,  for  three  or  four,  ten 
or  fineen  days,  charged  as  cash,  and  repaid,  with  in- 
terest, to  a  day  and  hour;  it  was  the  embezzlement  of 
(he  funds  of  the  bank  by  unlicensed  loans,  to  faroritea 
and  kinsmen,  without  interest.     That  was  the  charge  to 
which  Whitney  swore 'against  the  president  of  the  bank, 
and  which  the  books  of  the  bank,  and  erery  witness  to 
whom  he  appealed  for  confirmation  of  his  testimony, 
contradicted  and  disprored. 

There  was  not  a  shadow  of  evidence  that  any  such  a 
transaction  as  hia  going  to  the  teller's  drawer,  or  the  dis- 
count clerk's  desk,  with  the  cashiers,  ever  occurred. 
They  til  denied  any  recolleetion^  of  such  an  incident; 
but  the  remainder  of  his  story,  of  an  immediate  private 
interview  with  the  president,  his  remonstrance  against 
ihe  continuance  of  the  practice,  and  the  president's 
blushing  promise  that  it  should  cease— of  the  falsehood 
of  ail  this  there  was  other  oooclusive  proof  besides  the 
positive  denial,  upon  oath,  of  the  president  himself.  The 
date«  upon  the  memorandum,  corresponding  with  the  en- 
tries on  the  books  of  the  bank,  fix  this  transaction,  if  it 
happened  at  all,  upon  the  27th  of  May,  1824.  Mow,  it 
turned  out  that  the  president  of  the  bank,  on  that  day, 
and  for  a  week  before,  and  several  days  after,  was  not 
It  Philadelphia,  but  at  Washington;  so  that  the  loans  and 
Ihe  dcposite  of  stocks  were  made  in  his  absence,  and  al- 
together without  bis  knowledge — General  Gadwalader 
then  acting  as  president  of  the  bank.  The- dates  of  the 
memorandum  had  fixed  the  time  of  the  discovery  and 
expoatuUiion  ao  unalterably,  that  if  it  did  not  happen 
then,  there  was  no  pretence  that  it  could  have  happened 
It  all.  The  whole  foundation  of  fact  upon  which  this 
ftbulous  fabrication  was  erected  appears  to  be,  that  on 
the  35th  and  26th  of  May,  1824,  Thomas  Biddle  &  Co. 
received,  upon  interest,  from  the  bank,  considerable 
lama  of  money,  on  the  security  of  depoatted  stock,  and 
perhaps  at  other  times  upon  their  notes.  That  theae 
loans  were  not  for  definite  terms  of  thirty,  sixty,  or 
ninety  days,  but  for  an  indefinite  and  small  number  of 
days,  after  which  the  cash  was  replaced,  snd  the  intereat 
paid  for  all  (he  time  they  had  bad  the  use  of  the  money. 
One  of  the  occasions  of  this  practice  was,  that  Thomas 
fiiddle  &  Co.,  as  brokers,  were  agents  of  the  bank  it- 
self for  the  purchase  of  bills  of  exchange,  sometimes 
to  the  amount  of  millionii  in  a  few  days.  As  they  pur- 
chased the  bills  in  the  market,  they  needed  the  money 
to  pay  for  them;  and  in  the  process  of  such  negotiations 
the  money  for  payment  may  be  wanted  before  the  equiv- 
ilent  can  be  delivered.  In  such  cases,  moneys  to  a 
Tery  Urge  amount  might  appear  to  be  borrowed  by  the 
brokers,  when  their  real  debt  to  the  bank  Would  be 
Uttle  or  nothing;  and  such  was  the  amount  of  alt  the 
chargea  againat  the  bank  which  formed  the  subject  of 
inquiry  to  the  investigating  committee  of  1832. 

Eapecialiy  was  every  charge  sgainst  the  integrity  of 
the  president  of  the  bank,  at  that  time,  signally  defeated 
and  qpnfounded,  notwithstanding  the  candor  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland;  that  candor  of  which  he  now  makes 
luch  liberal  profession,  and  of  which  that  committee  bad 
abundant  demonstration  throughout  the  whole  course  of 
their  labors.  Even  a  majority  of  that  committee,  hostile 
u  itiey  were  to  the  Bank  of  tlie  Untied  States,  did,  in 
the  resolution  read  now  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, bear  their  unequivocal  testimony  to  the' integrity  of 
the  president  of  the  bank,  upon  the  very  point  with  re« 
?«rd  to  which  it  has  been  impeached.  The  genilemsn 
from  Maryland  accepted  that  reaolution  as  a  substitute 
for  one  of  non-committal,  which  he  himself  had  oflered; 
^nd  now  he  withdraws  that  acceptance,  and  does  not 
^Oow  whether  he  voted  for  the  resolution  or  not. 
It  is  nof»  Mr.  Chairmwt»  for  the  purpose  of  interpo- 


sing in  the  good  offices  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
in  behalf  of  the  individual  whose  character  and  conduct 
have  recently  occupied  aomuch  of  the  time  of  this  House, 
that  I  have  said  thus  much.  Of  them  J  have  no  disposition 
to  discourse,  or  to  open  my  lips.  1  rose  merely  to  an- 
swer to  the  call  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennesaee,  and 
to  vindicate  the  untainted  honor  of  my  friend,  which  I 
am  not  disposed  in  silence  4o  hear  assailed  in  this  place, 
either  by  open  assault  or  by  insidious  insinuation. 

Mr.  THOMAS  reaffirmed  his  statement,  to  the  effect 
that  the  testimony  of  R.  M.  Whitney  on  the  occasion  re- 
ferred to  was  apparently  corroborated  by  the  documents 
•and  the  books  of  the  United  States  Bank,  and  that  the 
charge  of  perjury  was  not  made  out  against  him. 

Mr.  PETTON  resumed.  I  will  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  re- 
peat what  is  better  understood,  and  much  more  ably  ex- 
pressed, by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Ad- 
ams.] I  will  take  one  admission  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  [Mr.  Tboxas,]  which  will  seal  the  fate  and 
stamp  the  character  of  Reuben  M.  Whitney  beyond  re- 
demption.' He  beara  witness  to  the  honorable  bearing 
and  unimpeachable  character  of  the  officers  of  the  bank, 
and  says  they  are  incapable  of  falsehood,  but  attempts 
an  escape  for  Whitney  on  the  ground  of  mistake.  That 
is  impossible.  Whitney  swears  that  Thomas  Biddle  8e 
Co.  *'had  been  in  the  habit  of  drawing  money  out  of  the 
bank  without  paying  interest;  that  the  president  of  the 
bank  had  discounted  notes  for  Thomaa  Biddle  Sc  Co.  and 
Charles  Biddle,  without  the  authority  of  the  directors; 
that,  on  a  certain  occasion,  and  on  a  given  day,  he  went 
into  the  president's  room,  remonstrated  with  and  extort* 
ed  a  promise  from  him  that  he  would  not  be  goihy  of  auch 
favoritism  again.  Now,  sir,  every  officer  of  that  bank 
solemnly  swore  that  there  was  not  one  word  of  truth  in 
any  one  of  these  charges.  There  is  ground  for  mistake; 
there  must  be  perjury  somewhere t  the '  gentleman  ac- 
quita  the  officers  of  the  bank.  Could  the  president 
have  forgotten  it,  if  Whitney  had  broketi  Into  his  room, 
and  have  given  htm  such  a  rebuke,  and  have  extorted 
from  him  such  a  promise f  Impossible!  Here  I  drop 
Reuben  M.  Whitney's  perjury.  Let  gentlemen  recon- 
cile it  if  they  can,  and  associate  with  him  if  they  choose. 
It  is  a  matter  of  taste,  about  which  I  will  not  quarrel 
with  them. 

A  few  words  more,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  I  have  done. 
When  the  true  patriot,  quitting  his  peaceful  avocations 
in  the  workshop  or  the  field,  dropping  his  plough 
handles  or  his  planes,  regardless  of  home  and  its  endear* 
ments,  tearing  himself  from  the  wife  of  his  bosom,  and 
shaking  off  the  children  even  that  cling  around  hfl  kneef, 
rushed  to  the  rescue  of  his  bleeding  country;  when  the 
star-spangled  banner,  consecrated  and  hallowed  as  it 
was,  and  is,  with  so  many  and  such  glorious  recollec- 
tions, waa  seen  streaming  to  the  breeze,  all  bathed  in 
blood,  its  crimson  folds  appealing  to  every  American 
heart  to  rally  around  and  defend  it;  when  the  cloud  of 
war,  lurid  with  the  cinders  o^  the  Capitol,  hung  over 
this  devoted  city;  when,  on  the  night  of  the  23d  and 
morning  of  the  ever-glorious  8th,  General  Jackson,  with 
the  chivalry  of  the  West,  was  winning  imperishable  re* 
nown,  and  rearing  to  the  American  name  a  monument 
which  will  atand  a  landmark  on  the  steeps  of  fame  whilat 
Mississippi  rolls  his  waters  to  the  ocean,  where,  then«  was 
Reuben  M.  Whitney?  A  traitor  in  the  hostile  camp! 
The  sworn  subject  and  officer  of  a  foreign  Power!  A 
British  commissary,  smuggling  gold,  and  driving  herdf, 
to  pay  and  feed  the  British  troops!  Could  he,  with  one 
throb  of  American  feeling  in  his  bosom,  have  remained 
within  hearing  of  his  country's  cannon,  pealing  on  the 
plains  of  Chippewa  andWrtdgewater,  and  thundering 
from  the  leaguered  battlemenia  of  Erie,  without  tram- 
pling in  the  dust  his  traitor's  livery,  and  adding  one  arm 
to  those  which  struck  for  victory  and  his  native  land! 
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Sir,  be  fleoM,  and  did;  Ami  yet  thw  flMii  w  btf^b  in  the 
oonfidence  of  mn  EieeiHive  who  U  mainly  indebted  for 
htB  itation  to  the  laurels  which  he  won  in  that  contest, 
and  ia  enabled  to  defy  with  impunity  the  pfoceit  of  a 
committee  of  Congress!  Oatnes,  and  Scott,  Mid  other 
gaHant  apirito,  whose  achievements  brighten  so  many 
gloriooa  pages  of  our  history,  are  diaparaged,  censured, 
and  sought  to  be  disgraced,  while  this  mtnion  of  favorit- 
iam  is  to  be  shielded  and  protected,  in  contempt  of  jus- 
tice, and  in  defiance  of  the  lawful  authority  of  this  House. 

When  Mr.  Pittoit  had  concluded  hia  remarks, 

Mr.  HAMBK  said:  No  one  regrets  more  deeply  than 
myself  the  neceaaity  to  which  I  have  been  driven  of  ad- 
dressing the  committee  at  this  late  period  of  the  aession, 
and  at  auch  an  unseasonable  hour  of  the  night.  *  i  know 
the  aniieiy  which  is  felt  by  every  gentleman  to  vote 
upon  the  question  under  discussion,  and  to  act  upon  the 
bill  itself)  and  were  this  an  ordinary  case,  I  should  yield 
to  this  feeling,  and  forego  any  remarks  upon  the  prea- 
ent  occasion.  But  it  it  not^  The  attacka  made  upon 
the  majority  of  the  investigating  committee  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Psttob]  are  of  such  s 
character  aa  to  demand  a  reply.  'It  ia  due  to  myself,  as 
one  of  that  majority,  and  to  the  gentlemen  with  whom  I 
acted,  that  we  should  be  heard  in  our  defence.  I  must 
entreat  the  indulgence  of  gentlemen,  therefore,  whilst  I 
briefly  notice  some  of  the  charges  which  he  has  present- 
ed against  us. 

I  promise  to  be  aa  brief  as  the  circumstances  of  the 
case  will  admit.  1  shsll  not  detain  the  House  by  read- 
ing large  masses  bf  irrelevant  matter,  having  no  cpnnez> 
ion  with  the  propoaition  before  us.  Neither  will  I  in- 
terweave subjects  which  bear  no  analogy  to  the  cfuestion 
in  debate,  and  which  would  answer  as  well  for  a  speech 
uppn  one  subject  as  another.  If  I  desired  to  make  a 
discourse  for  electioneering  purposes,  to  affect  my  own 
conatituenta  or  the  public  at  large,  1  would  run  rapidly 
over  the  different  heads  of  it,  and  afterwards  write  out 
and  print  the  details,  without  troubling  the  House  to 
listen  to  what  is  not  only  vtry  uninteresting,  but  is  per- 
nicious in  its  consequences,  by  waiting  the  time  thAt  ia 
DOW  so  valuable  to  the  country. 

Sir,  I  had  hoped  that  when  the  reporta  of  the  commit- 
tee had  been  laid  upon  bur  table, -and  were  ordered  to  be 
printed,  the  members  would  all  have  been  willing  to  see 
the  views  of  ihe  majority  and  of  the  minority,  aa  well  as 
those  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Louisiana,  [Mr. 
JoHvaoir,]  Who  has  made  a  aeparate  report,  not  being 
able  to  agree  fully  with  either  the  majority  or  the  mi- 
nority, published  to  the  world.  I  ha$  aupposed  that 
each  member  would  content  himself  with  allowing  these 
several  reportu,  accompanied  by  the  journal  of  our  pro- 
ceedings, to  be  printed  and  laid  before  Congress  and 
the  American  people,  and  let  them  judge  between  us. 
They  will  decide  who  is  right  and  .who  is  wrong.  Bv 
their  decision  I  am  willing  to  abide. 

Bur,  sir,  the  gentleman  from  Tenneaaee  [Mr.  Pettov] 
has  thought  proper  to  pursue  a  different  course.  He 
has  come  forward,  and  by  two  successive  motions  has 
afforded  himself  an  opportunity  to  make  a  very  violent 
onset  upon  the  majority,  in  which  he  has  done  them 
great  injustice.  His  speech  is  to  be  published,  I  pre- 
sume, and  will  go  out  in  advance  of  the  reports  and  the 
journals,  giving  a  direction  to  public  opinion  before  the 
official  proceedings  have  reached  the  people.  The  ef- 
fect of  this  movement  upon  his  part  must  necessaril}'  be 
to  prejudice  the  public  mind  against  the  majority  of  the 
committee,  and  to  disqualify  the  country,  in  aome  meaa- 
ure,  to  give  an  impartial  veidict  when  the  facta  ahall  have 
been  laid  before  them.  Th«ae  conaequences  can  only 
be  averted  by  a  full  and  fair  exposition  of  the  caar;  by  a 

*  It  was  then  about  two  o'clock  in  the  morning. 


Bteteflient  which  ahall  exhibit  the  grosa  misconceptions 
and  palpable  errors  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  in 
regard  to  this  whole  affair. 

In  whatever  point  of  view  we  ceniider  the  nppoiot- 
ment  and  proceedings  of  this  committee,  Ve  shall  find 
its  history  to  be  of  a  moat  extraordinary  charteter.  The 
reaolution  waa  patsed  merely  to  gratify  a  few  individuals 
in  this  House,  and  a  very  small  party  in  the  country.  A 
large  majority  of  the  membefa  here,  and  an  overwhelm- 
ing majority  of  the  American  people,  were  satisfied  that 
no  improper  connexion  existed  t>etween  the  Treasury 
Department  and  R.  M.  Whitney.  The  violent  declama. 
tion  to  the  contrary,  both  in  thia  House  and  in  the  com- 
munity, had  produced  very  little  effect.  The  explans- 
tions  publiabed  by  the  friendfl  of  Ihe  adminiattation  bsd 
convinced  impartial  men— all  men  whose  Hidgmenis 
were  not  warped  by  party  feelings  and  prejudieea— that 
Mr.  Whitney  waa  merely  a  eorresponding  sgent  of  the 
deposite  banka,  employed  and  paid  by  thent  having  no 
official  station  I  no  power  to  bind  the  banks  hy  any  con- 
tract he  could  make,  and  no  eontrol  whatever  over  ifae 
public  money.  Still  there  were  gentlemen  who  assert- 
ed the  contrary;  and  I  dare  say  they  believed  their 
charges  to  be  true.  They  insisted  that,  if  we  would 
givethemacommittee»  they  would  proire  thia  connexion 
to  exist,  and  that  it  waa  a  most  dangeroua  and  oerrtipt 
union,  jeoparding  the  safety  of  sll  the  pubtie  treasure, 
and  constituting  this  sgent  a  great  «  money  king,"  who 
could  wield  the  entire  revenues  of  the  country  to  over- 
turn the  publio  liberties,  or  to  accompliah  any  deaigna  of 
personal  or  political  ambition.  We  know  thia  to  be  oth- 
erwise. The  great  body  of  the  American  people  knew 
it  was  not  so.  StMl  we  gave  them  a  committee  to  aatinfy 
them;  and  now,  after  having  been  in  session  for  five  or 
six  weeka,  and  procuring  and  immenae  mass  of  testimo- 
ny, what  do  we  hear?  The  gentleman  from  Tenneasee 
cornea  in,  and  proclaims  that  they  have  proven  a  great 
deal  more  than  be  and  hia  friend  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Wise]  ever  charged,  more  than  they  ever  imagined;  but 
they  would  have  proven  more  atlll,  if  the  committee 
had  not  been  "  packed"  by  the  Speaker,  ao  aa  to  vote 
down  the  interrogatories  which  they  deaired  to  ask  the 
witnesses,  and  thus  auppresr  the  truth.  I  shall  not  at- 
tempt to  compare  the  cliargea  made  byjtheae  gentlemen 
with  the  proof  they  have  adduced.  The  country  will 
do  that.  When  the  facta  are  laid  before  the  people, 
they  will  speak  in  a  voice  that  will  be  underatood  by  us 
all.  But  1  shall  presently  notice  what/ has  been  proven, 
so  that  each  aide  of  the  question  may  be  fiiirly  consider- 
ed, and  a  compariaon  can  then  be  made  by  any  one  who 
chooaes  to  undertske  the  task  for  hia  own  aatiafaction. 
Before  I  do  this,  however,  I  muat  advert  to  the  charge 
which  has  been  made  against  the  Speaker  of  this  House. 

The  gentleman  complains  that  there  were  aix  friends 
of  the  administration  placed  upon  the  comnnttee,  and 
but  three  of  the  opposition.  Why,  air,  thia  ia  very  near- 
ly in  the  proportion  which  the  partiea  bear  to  each  t>lher 
in  the  House.  The  friends  of  the  ad  miniat ration  are 
nearly  double  in  number  to  those  of  the  opposition.  It 
was  fair,  then,  to  appoint  the  committee  in  reference  to 
this  state  of  things.  But  does  the  gentlen»an  mean  to 
imply,  by  this  complaint,  that,  in  theae  high  party  times, 
any  other  Speaker  would  have  acted  differently?  W^bat 
could  be  expected  but  that,  ii)  the  appointment  of  a 
committee,  demanded,-  in  part,  for  political  effect,  and 
designed  to  have  some  political  influence  in  the  comniu* 
nity,  the  Speaker  would  give  a  preponderance  to  bis 
own  party?  The  minority  have  no  right  to  complain- 
They  can  alwaya  make  out  a  aeparate  report,  as  they 
have  done  in  this  instance,  and  preaent  their  own  views 
to  the  people.  If  the  majority  vote  down  their  ques- 
tions, and  refuse  to  make  inquiriea  which  have  been  au- 
ttiorited  by  the  House,  the  minority  can  show    these 
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votes  to  their  conttitiientf,  and  that  tppeal  rrom  the  de* 
eisiens  of  the  majority.  Indeed,  they  can  make  more, 
io  this  manner,  out  of  what  is  not  proven  than  oat  of 
what  is;  for  they  can  imagines  thousand  tales  of  secret 
corruption  that  would  have  heen  disclosed,  provided 
they  bad  been  permitted  to  ask  the  questions  which 
were  suppressed  by  the  votes  of  the  dominant  party i 
"Whereas  the  tnith  may  be  that,  if  the  interrogatories 
had  been  propounded,  the  witnesses  would  have  been 
unable  to  give  any  information  on  the  subject. 

But  I  assert  that,  under  similar  ciroumstancefl,  no 
Speaker  has  ever  been  known  to  act  otherwise  thsn  to 
give  his  own  political  friends  a  preponderance.  And  I 
go  further:  I  assert  that  there  is  not  now  an  opposition 
member  in  this  Hmue  who,  if  he  had  been  Speaker, 
would  not  have  given  his  friends  a  majority  upon  the 
«sommittee.  If  there  be  such  a  on«^  I  should  like  to  see 
him,  and  know  who  he  is.  Thf  truth  is,  that,  in  times 
t>f  poiiii^al  and  party  ezciteosent,  we  all  feel  and  act 
wery  much  alike  upon  such  questions,  and  each  one  pre- 
fers his  own  psrty  to  that  of  his  opponents.  It  is  idle  to 
Tttise  this  cry  of  **  party*'  upon  every  occasion,  when 
those  who  raise  it  would  do  the  same  things  of  which 
they  complain,  if  they  had  the  power. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  informs  us  that  any 
Speaker  who  will  '* crawl  to  the  chair"  will  remain 
tberei  and  that,  to  do  so,  he  must  sscrifice  independ- 
ence, patriotism,  and  honor,  snd  become  a  mere  par- 
tisan! What  does  the  gentleman  mean  by  crawling? 
Does  every  msn  who  stands  by  his  party  become  a 
crftwier?  Why,  sir,  I  have  heard  that  the  gentleman  him- 
aelf  once  had  a  friend  who  was  a  candidate  for  Speaker, 
mod  that  the  gentleman  then  thought  it  was  aomewbat 
important  to  his  friend's  success  that  he  should  be  known 
to  be  a  good  party  man.  I  have  heard  that  he  took 
some  pains  to  convince  those  who  doubted  his  friend's 
orthodoxy  that  he  was  a  firm  supporter  of  the  adminis- 
tration, and  therefore  ought  to  receive  the  votes  of  the 
democratio  party  in  the  House.  Perhaps  he  has  chang- 
ed his  opinions  since  then.  If  so,  no  one  has  a  right  to 
complain,  as  every  gentleman's  opinionaare  his  own,  and 
he  bar  a  riglit  to  dispose  of  them  as  he  thinks  proper. 

[Here  Mr.  Parroir  rote  to  explain.  He  asid,  in  sub- 
stance, that,  when  Memrs.  Bbix>  and  Polk  were  first 
candidates  for  Speaker,  he  went  to  (he  President  and 
disabuied  his  mind  with  regard  to  Mr.  B.,  who  wss  not 
electioneering  for  the  office,  and  told  him  that  Mr.  P. 
had  6een  seeking  the  support  of  some  of  the  nullifiers.] 

Mr.  Haxir  proceeded.  I  have  no  wish  to  discuss 
matters  su  long  gone  by,  nor  to  enter  into  a  comparison 
of  the  principles  and  merits  of  the  two  gentlemen  who 
Were  then  candidates  for  the  Speaker's  cbairi  but  my 
object  was  to  remind  the  gentleman  that,  three  years 
ago,  be  himself  thought  it  no  crime  for  a  Speaker  to  be 
a  decided  party  man. 

How  was  the  present  Speaker  elevated  to  that  high 
station?  Sir,  he  was  placed  there  on  account  of  his  emi* 
nent  abilities^  hia  long  and  well-tried  services  in  the 
cause  of  his  ciiuntry,'  his  fidelity  to  the  democratic  prin- 
c'ples  of  our  Government,  snd  because  his  party  prefer- 
red him  to  any  other  man  who  was  a  candidate.  Whilst 
he  remains  there,  I  have  no  doutK  he  will  discharge  his 
duties  faithfully  and  fearietaly,  without  regard  to  the 
murmurs  or  complaints  of  his  political  opponents.  If 
the  gentleman  calls  this  crawling,  so  be  it.  In  my  opin* 
ion,  it  is  a  high  and  honorable  career,  which  any  man 
might  be  proud  to  follow. 

Soon  after  the  appointment  of  our  committee,  we  met 
and  organised.  From  the  moment  that  we  commenced 
our  examinations,  it  was  apparent  that  a  radical  differ- 
ence of  opinion  existed  between  the  majority  and  the 
minority,  with  respect  to  the  powers  of  the  committee. 
The  majority  thouglit  that  they  had  no  authority  to  look 
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into  the  affairs  of  the  depoeite  banks,  except  what  the 
Government  derived  from  the  contracts  made  with  those 
banks  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  public  money.  Obtahi- 
tn|f  their  charters  not  from  Congress,  like  the  late  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  but  from  the  State  Governments, 
we  could  only  control  them  in  their  operutions  so  far  at 
they  had  agreed  to  be  subject  to  our  direction.  The 
Federal  Government  derives  no  more  right  to  investi- 
gate their  operationa  from  the  fact  of  having  public  moii« 
ey  in  their  vaults  asa  deposite,  than  a  private  citizen  doea 
from  having  a  similar  amount  of  ntoney  there  on  general 
deposite.  In  either  case,  the  deposite  can  be  withdrawn 
whenever  the  depositor  is  dissatisfied,  or  he  thinks  the 
money  unsalei  but  in  no  case  can  the  hooka  and  transac- 
tions of  the  corporation  be  examined,  unleas  the  bank 
voluntarily  permits  it;  either  by  contract  or  by  concc^ 
sion,  when  the  request  is  made.  So  thought  the  major- 
ity. They  looked  to  the  contracts  with  the  banks  ftnd 
to  the  resolution  of  the  House  for  the  extent  of  their 
power,  and  refused  to  go  beyond  them. 

The  minority  seemed  to  think  that  we  had  some  fur- 
ther control  over  the  banks,  on  account  of  our  money 
being  there.  They  could  aee  aome  analogy  between 
these  banks  and  the  old  Bank  of  the  United  SUtes.  The 
latter  being  subieet  to  an  examination,  they  supposed 
the  former  should  be  toot  and  that  the  right  which  the  ^ 
Government  had  to  look  after  the  public  treasure  drew 
after  it  the  right,  to  some  extent,  of  scrutinizing  the  op- 
erations of  the  deposite  banks. 

In  the  caieof  the  Bank  of  the  United  States^  we  ex- 
prenly  reserved,  in  the  charter,  the  authority  to  examine 
Its  books  and  concerns.  We  never  pretended  to  derive 
the  right  from  any  other  source.  To  inaiat  that  a  right 
to  search  out  all  the  hidden  dealings  of  a  bank  necessari- 
ly results  from  its  being  a  public  depository,  would  estab- 
lish'a  most  dangerous  principle.  Let  us  carry  it  out  in- 
to practical  operation,  and  aee  to  what  it  would  lead. 
The  State  Governments  are  now  depositories  of  pub- 
lic money.  They  have  our  treasure  in  their  keeping, 
and  are  accountable  to  us  for  it,  by  the  law  of  last  ses- 
sion, in  the  same  way  that  the  banks  are.  According 
to  this  doctrine,  having  the  right  to  look  after  our  mon- 
ey, we  could  appoint  a  committee,  and  arm  them  with 
authority  to  examine  all  the  proceedings  of  the  Stste 
Governments.  We  could  summon  the  Treasurer,  the 
Auditor  or  Comptroller,  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Ju- 
diciary, and  even  the  Governor  and  the  Legislature,  be- 
fore us,  to  give  an  account  of  their  conduct,  and  to  dis- 
close to  us  the  whole  of  their  SUte  policy!  Who  would 
submit  to  this?  Is  there  a  State  in  the  Union  that  would 
degrade  itself  by  submitting  to  be  thus  catechised? 
Not  one.  Tet  this  state  of  things  results  from  an  exten- 
aion  of  the  principle  to  which  I  have  adverted. 

Again  1  there  was  a  diff'erence  of  opinion  among  us  as 
to  the  object  of  the  House  in  appointing  the  committee. 
The  minority  aeemed  to  entertain  the  opinion  that  the 
principal  object  was  to  ascertain  the  buainess  and  char^ 
acter  of  Reuben  M.  Whitney.  They  appeared  to  think 
that  the  resolution  was  a  mere  wolf-trap  to  catch  a  sin- 
gle individuali  thafrthe  House  had  set  us  to  watch  him 
whilst  he  was  filling  his  sack  out  of  the  public  crib,  and 
to  aeize  him  the  moment  his  leg  was  in  the  trap,  and 
bring  him  forthwith  to  justice.  These  gentlemen  had 
so  often  denounced  Mr.  Whitney  within  the  last  year, 
that  he  was  apparently  nppermoat  in  their  thoughts  upon 
all  occasions.  Their  antipathy  to  him  haa  becoine  a  aort 
of  monomania.  Indeed,  I  have  aometimea  fancied  that, 
if  they  were  in  the  last  agonies  of  death— if  the  soul 
were  about  to  aeparate  from  the  body,  and  leave  its 
frail  tenement  for  .another  world— and  some  one  should 
walk  up,  and  gently  whisper  in  the  ear  of  the  expiring 
man  the  worda  '<  Reuben  M.  Whitney!"  this  name  would 
not  only  *'  itfty  the  pulse  of  ebbing  life,"  but,  making  « 
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tuperhuman  effort*  be  would  instantly  sprinfj^  to  bit  feet, 
»nd»  with  a  wild  shriek,  cry  <«  Traitor!*'  **  Robber!'* 
••  Thief !"  «  Deposite  banks!"  **  Public  money!" 

The  majority  of  the  committee  did  not  tuppote  that 
the  House  passed  the  resoHition  for  the  sing^le  purpose 
of  running  down  any  one  individual.  We  knew  thst  if 
there  was  really  a  corrupt  connexion  between  the 
Treasury  and  Mr.  Whitney,  or  any  one  else,  the  House 
desired  us  to  ascertain  it,  and  to  report  the  facts  to  them. 
We  looked  to  the  language  of  the  resolution  to  see  what 
was  intended  to  be  the  scope  of  our  inquiries.  We  en- 
deavored to  give  a  fair  and  liberal  eonstraction  to  that 
language,*  without  imsgtning  what  latent  intention  might 
bare  been  lurking  in  the  mind  of  each  member  who  vo- 
ted for  its  adoption.  This  was  our  rule;  and  I  am  per- 
fectly willing  that  the  House  and  the  people  shall  de- 
dide  between  us  ^nd  the  minority,  who  adopted  a  diifer- 
ent  one,  as  their  course  in  the  committee  room  will 
show  when  the  proceedings  are  published. 

Our  committee  is  an  extraordinary  one  in  some  other 
respects.  One  of  the  first  things  we  did  was  to  adopt  a 
resolution,  by  which  we  admitted  all  the  members  or  the 
House  to  be  present  at  our  deliberations.  I  opposed 
thi*,  because  it  was  both  unprecedented  and  impolitic. 
From  that  day  forth,  libels  were  issued  from  the  public 
presses  against  our  committee.  The  proceedings  were 
garbled  and  misrepresented  in  the  most  shameful  man- 
ner. How  the  anonymous  writers  who  made  these  pub- 
lications obtained  the  knowledge  of  our  votes  and 
apeeohes  I  do  not  knowi  but  the  object  tbey  had  in  view 
was  very  manifest.  It  was  to  prejudice  tbe  community 
against  the  majority  of  the  committee,  and  thereby  break 
the  force  of  our  report  when  it  should  appear. 

Well,  sir,  we  proceeded  with  our  investigations  for 
nearly  two  months:  meeting,  as  I  said  before,  during  a 
great  part  of  that  time,  at  ten  in  the  morning,  and  re- 
maining until  ten  and  sometimes  till  eleven  at  night, 
with  an  interval  of  an  hour  for  dinner.  We  neglected 
almost  all  the  business  of  the  House,  and  much  of  what 
belonged  to  our  immediate  constituents^  we  have  cost 
the  country  some  fifty  or  a  hundred  thousand  dollarai 
and  what  have  we  found?  Literally  nothing.  It  is  the 
old  case  of  the  mountain  in  labor,  which  brought  forth  a 
mouse.  It  was  a  game  where  the  play  was  not  worth 
the  candle.  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  declares 
that  tbey  have  proven  more  than  they  ever  charged  f  and 
I  am  sure  he  thmks  so,^  or  be  would  not  mske  the  decUp 
ration;  but  I  pronounce  the  investigation  to  be  a  com- 
plete fstlure.  Every  charge  which  has  been  made, 
from  any  quarter,  implying  that  any  agent  of  tbe  depos- 
ite banks,  or  of  the  Treasury  Department,  had  tbe  con- 
trol of  all  or  of  any  portion  of  the  public  money,  is  not 
only  unsustained,  but  is  positively  proven  to  be  false. 
The  oaths  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  sub- 
ordinate oflleeraof  the  Department,  of  the  presidents  and 
cashiers  of  the  deposite  banks,  and  of  Reuben  M.  Whit- 
ney himself,  all  concur  in  the  esUblishment  of  this  fact, 
beyond  all  doubt  or  controversy.  If  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  had  not  stated  that  he  took  an  entirely 
diflTerent  view  of  the  testimony,  I  should  have  believed 
that,  considering  himself  defeated,  he  bad  come  forward 
with  a  speech  to  make  a  diversion  in  favor  of  himself 
and  his  friends.  That  gentleman,  as  well  as  every  other 
one  here,  well  knows  the  effect  of  a  shout  of  victory. 
To  proclaim,  in  a  loud  and  confident  tone  of  voice,  that 
we  have  gained  a  triumph,  often  produces  an  impression 
upon  those  who  hear  u»,  that  aids  us  materially  in  ob- 
taming  the  ^tty  victory  which  is  thus  proclaimed  in  ad- 
Tanee*  The  prochimation.of  the  gentleman,  where  the 
journal  and  reporU  are  never  seen,  will  induce  many  a 
man  to  believe  that  he  and  bis  friends  have  been  com- 
pletely  suecesaful  in  this  investigation!  but  those  who 
jajd^nd  think  for  themaelyes  wiU  come  to  a  very tltf. 
ftrent  conclusion.  ' 


If  the  minority  have  fully  sustained  all  their  chargei^ 
and  gone  even  beyond  them,  it  is  remarkable  that  auch 
loud  complaints  sre  made  of  tbe  illiberal  and  rigid  con- 
struction given  to  our  rMolution  by  tbe  majority  of  tbe 
committee.  Yet  the  greater  part  of  the  gentleman's 
long  speech  was  made  up  of  these  complaints.  What 
did  tbe  resolution  require  of  us?* 

1st.  To  ascertain  «*  whether  tlie  several  banks  employ- 
ed for  the  deposite  of  the  public  money  have  all,  or  any 
of  them,  by  joint  or  several  contract,  employed  an  agent, 
to  reside  at  the  seat  of  Government,  to  transact  their 
business  with  tbe  Treasury  pepartment." 

3d.  *y  What  is  tbe  character  of  tbe  businesa  which  be 
is  so  employed  to  transact." 

3d.  '*  What  compensation  he  receives." 

4th.  <*  Whether  such  sgent,  if  there  be  one,  has  beea 
employed  at  the  rc4|ttest  or  through  the  procurement 
of  the  Treasury  Department." 

5th.  '*  Whether  the  business  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment with  said  banks  is  conducted  through  the  said 
agent." 

6th.  <'  And  whether  said  agent  receives  any  compen- 
s|tion  from  the  Treasury  Demulment." 

These  are  the  points  submitted  to  us  by  the  House,  for 
our  investigatioiW'  We  examined  them  thoroughly;  and, 
notYithstanding  all  the  Intimations  to  the  contrary,  I 
now  defy  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  to  show  a 
single  instsnce  in  which  tbe  majority  of  the  committee 
voted  to  suppress  any  inquiry  or  interrogatory,  which 
was  suthorixed  by  a  fair  construction  of  the  resolution  of 
the  House.  Give  me  a  jury  of  twelve  honest,  sensible 
R»en,  of  any  party,  and  I  will  debate  tbe  point  with  bim 
till  doomsday,  if  we  live  so  long,  without  the  slightest 
apprehension  of  even  partial  defeat.  So  far  were  we 
from  ourtailing  the  inquiry,  that  if  I  have  any  tbin|c  to 
reproach  myself  with,  it  is  tliat  I  sometimes  roted  in 
favor  of  interrogatories  which^  strictly  speaking,  did  aiot 
come  within  the  scope  of  the  resolution.  But  we  were 
so  anxious  to  give  the  minority  no  cause  of  complaint, 
that  in  doubtful  cases  we  leaned  to  their  side,  and  voted 
for  tbe  freedom  of  investigation*  Such  waa  my  own 
feeling,  and  I  believe  it  was  the  rule  that  guided  tbe 
other  members  who  voted  with  me. 

In  tbe  course  of  our  investigation,  indeed  almost  at  tbe 
threshold,  we  ascertained,  distinctly,  that  there  was  no 
connexion  whatever  between  tbe  Treasury  Department 
and  Ifr.  Whitney,  or  any  other  agent  of  the  deposite 
banks.  The  statements  of  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treas- 
ury will  be  found  on  the  pages  of  our  printed  journsL 

*  The  following  is  tbe  resolution  of  the  House: 
Ritohed^  That  a  committee  of  nine  members  be  ap- 
pointed, whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  inquire  vheiher  the 
aeveral  banks  employed  for  the  deposite  of  the  public 
money  have  all,  or  any  of  tbem,  by  joint  or  several  con- 
tract, employed  an  sgent,  to  reside  at  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment, to  transact  their  buainess  with  tbe  Treasury  De- 
partment; what  is  the  character  of  the  businesa  which  he 
is  so  employed  to  trsnsact,  and  what  compensation  he 
receives;  whether  such  agent,  if  there  be  one,  has  been 
employed  at  tbe  request  or  through  the  procurement 
of  the  Treasury  Department;  whether  the  business  of 
the  Treasury  Department  with  said  banks  is  conducted 
through  the  said  agent;  and  whether,  in  the  transactioo 
of  any  business  confided  to  said  agent,  he  reoeivea  any 
compensation  from  the  Treasury  Department;  and  tbat 
said  committee  have  power  to.  send  for  persona  and  pa- 
pers. 

.  Mr.  Garland  of  Virginia,  Mr.  Pierce  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Mr.  Fairfield  of  Maine,  Mr.  Wise  of  Virginia,  Mr. 
Gillet  of  New  York,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Mr.  lU* 
oner  of  Ohio^  Mr.  Martin  of  Alabama,  and  Mr.  Peytoa 
of  Tennessee,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 
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Speftkifig^  of  the  compeniation  paid  to  the  a^nt,  he 
lays,  Cp*S^  1^*)  "  ^9  request  hM  ever  been  made  to  me 
for  any  such  eompentation,  and  no  idea  was  ever  enter- 
tained by  me  of  acceding  to  it,  if  made,  the  agent  being 
appointed  by  and  for  the  banks,  and  not  by  or  for  the 
Department."  In  regard  to  Mr.  Whitney's  authority 
and  business,  he  says,  (page  11,)  that  the  Department 
nerer  found  it  necessary  to  call  for  the  agent's  authority, 
as  it  has  never  been  necessary  for  him  4o  execute  any 
written  ufBctal  document  binding  the  banks^  and  the  con- 
tracts on  file  are  all  signed  by  the  officers  of  the  banks 
themselres. 

On  psge  28  of  the  JournsI,  we  have  Mr.  Whitney's 
teaiimony  in  regard  to  himself.  He  swears  that  he 
holds  **  no  office  or  agency  whatever  under  the<3overn- 
ment  of  the  United  States,  or  any  department  thereof} 
nor  iMa  be  the  control  of  any  money  or  property  what- 
ever of  the  said  Government,  or  any  department;  nor 
haa  he  any  agency  whatever  which  relates  to  the  public 
money,  beyond  acting  as  corresponding  agent  of  some 
of  the  deposite  batiks." 

Upon  pagea  32  and  S3  will  be  found  Mr.  Woodbury's 
statement  in  regard  to  any  Influence  of  the  Department 
in  procuring  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Whitney.  He  de- 
clares that  no  agent  haa  l>een  appointed  at  the  request 
or  through  the  procureillent  of  the  lYeasury  Depart- 
menf.  By  reference  to  pages  63  and  64^  the  following 
question  and  snswer  will  be  found: 

"  Has  the  Treasury  Department  any  use  whatever  for 
such  an  agency  as  that  of  Reuben  M.  Whitney  f" 

Answer  by  Mr.  Woodbury.  ■<  I  and  not  aware  that 
the  Department  haa  any  use  for  such  ah  agent." 

Much  has  been  SMd  in  the  opposition  newspapera,  and 
in  speeches  here,  of  the  circnisra  issued  by  Mr.  Whit- 
ney to  the  receivers  of  land  offices,  directing  them  whst 
kind  of  bank  paper  to  receive  in  payment  of  the  pub- 
lic lands.  Thia  subject  was  also  examined.  In  answer 
to  a  question,  Mr.  Woodbury  says,  (page  41,)  **  I  have 
never  gfven  to  Mr.  Whitney;  or  conferred  on  him,  any 
authority  to  instruct  the  land  receivers,  in  behalf  of  the 
Department,  on  any  subject  whatever."  Mr.  Whitney 
awesrs,  (page  ST,)  that  the  circular  aent  to  the  land  re- 
ceivers, about  which  so  much  complaint  has  been  made, 
was  **  a  printed  letter,  and  forwarded  to  the  public  land 
receivers  by  him  as  a  mere  matter  of  information,"  but 
not  of  *•  inatruottona."  ft  was  dated  29tb  of  August, 
1835.  Alt  ttie  beautiful  figures  and  eloquent  declama- 
tion upon  thia  subject  seem  to  have  been  lost.  The 
agent  printed  a  letter,  and  aent  copies  of  it  to  the  re- 
ceivers, as  any  other  citizen  might  have  done  who  took 
an  interest  in  the  state  of  the  currency,  and  who  had 
held  a  conversation  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury) 
and  upon  this  slender  foundation  a  moat  magnifioent 
fabrie  haa  been  erected.  M**.  Whitney  is  a  '*  money 
kin^y"  an  **  adjunct  Secretary,"  **  a  minion  of  execu- 
tive power,''  who  holds  the  purse-strings  of  the  nation 
in  his  own  hand. 

Seveml  other  important  disclosures  have  been  made 
in  the  courae  of  thia  examination.  For  the  last  three 
yearoy  ever  since  the  removal  of  the  depoaitea  from  the 
United  States  Bank,  the  opposition  have  been  endeav- 
oring to  make  the  people  believe  that  the  administration 
directed  all  the  operations  of  the  deposite  banks*  so  as 
to  produce  political  results  favorable  to  the  party  in 
power.  They  have  asked,  in  sn  indignant  tone,  **  who 
can  stand  op  against  th'ta  tremendous  money  power, 
wielded  by  the  Kxeeotive  to  sustain  himself  and  to  elect 
his  aucecsaor?"  Now,  sir,  so  far  from  there  being  any 
trulb  in  these  charges,  it  turns  out  that  the  party  poll- 
tica  of  the  stockholders,  directors,  and  officers  of  the 
banks  have  had  no  influence  whatever  in  their  selection 
by  the  Secretary;  and  that,  ao  far  as  any  thing  is  known 
of  their  polities,  a  majority  of  them  Stre  againat  the  ad- 


ministration* These  facts  are  solemnly  sworn  to  by  Mr. 
Woodbury.  His  atatementa  may  be  seen  on  pages  51 
and  53  of  the  printed  journal.  Who,  after  this  disclo- 
stire>  will  have  the  hardihood  to  atand  up  before  the 
American  people,  and  talk  about  the  Executive  wielding 
the  purse  of  the  nation  to  oomipt  the  votea  and  destroy 
the  freedom  of  elections^  What  opposition  man  will 
muster  the  impudence  to  renew  this  stale  falaehood,  and 
give  currency  to  what  is  now  known  to  be  utterly  un- 
true' He  wbo  does  so  must  assume  the  responsibility  of 
proving  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury  to  be  unworthy 
of  beliefi  or  he  muat  aak  the  public  to  take  his  word, 
unsupported  by  a  single  ftct,  in  preference  to  the  state- 
ments of  Governor  Woodbury,  made  under  the  solemn 
sanctions  of  an  oath.  In  eitliier  event,  he  will  find  that 
he  haa  undertaken  a  task  as  difficult  and  hopeless  as  that 
of  SisyphuS)  and  I  shall  be  greatly  mistsken  if  his  bur- 
den does  not  drag  him  to  the  bottom  of  the  hill,  and 
crush  bim  to  aloma  also  when  he  shall  have  arrired  there. 

Another  charge  has  been  boldly  made  in  regard  to  the 
influence  of  Mr.  Whitney  in  obtaining  a  removal  of  the 
public  deposites  from  one  bank  to  another,  and  in  the 
selection  of  deposite  banks  in  the  first  instance.  We 
have  been  told,  that  if  a  bsnk  desired  to  be  selected  as  a 
depo^tory  for  the  public  money,  it  muat  go  down  upon 
ita  knees  to  Reuben  M.  Whitney.  If  a  deposite  bank 
wanted  to  retain  its  funds^  or  to  get  more  from  the 
Treasury,  it  must  r^ise  Mr.  Whitney's  salary  or  mske 
him  a  present.  Nov,  there  is  not  one  word  of  truth  in 
this  charge.  I  speak  from  the  book,  fully  conscious  of 
the  strength  of  my  expressions.  Here  is  the  testimony, 
on  page  S3  of  the  journal: 

Question.  "Has  said  Whitney  ever  solicited  you  to 
remove  the  public  deposites  from  any  bank  or  banks,  or 
cease  to  make  the  public  deposites  in  them?  And  if  so, 
what  was  the  character  of  the  reasons  aasigned  by  him^'* 

Answer  by  Mr.  Woodbury.  **ln  no  case  whatever, 
that  I  recollect." 

Question.  **  Has  nid  Whitney  ever  recommended  any 
bank  or  banks  as  banks  of  deposite,  and  used  his  influ- 
ence with  you,  or  any  officer  of  the  Government,  to  pro- 
cure their  aelection?" 

Answer  by  Mr.  Woodbury.  **  I  have  no  remembrance 
6f  a  single  case  where  Mr.  Whitney  first  applied  to  the 
Department  to  have  any  bsnk  selected;  but  while  the 
question  of  some  of  them,  afterwards  appointed^  haa 
been  pending,  I  have  no  doubt  Mr.  Whitney  has  spoken 
on  the  subject  of  the  character  or  standing  of  one  or  two 
of  the  number  selected,  which  were  located  In  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  he  had  resided,  and  waa  acquainted  with 
their  standing  and  husiness.  But  I  remember  no  other 
caae,  and  in  those  he  used  no  recommendation  or  influ- 
ence in  their  favor  beyond  the  atatement  of  facts  on  the 
point  above  named/' 

Here  are  the  incontrovertible  facts,  standing  in  oppo- 
sition to  declamation  and  anonymous  slander.  Which  is 
to  be  believed?  Can  any  man  hesitate  upon  that  ques- 
tion' Are  we  to  reverse  all  the  established  rules  adopt- 
ed in  the  adminiatration  of  justice,  and  prefer  mere 
hearsay  and  conjecture  to  unimpescbable  testimony  ?  He 
who  does  this,  is  not  only  wilfully  blind,  but  obstinately 
wicked;  and  it  would  be  about  as  wise  to  enter  into  an 
argument  with  such  a  man  aa  to  reason  with  a  tempest, 
and  expect  to  stay  ita  fury  by  an  appeal  to  its  sympa- 
thies or  an  address  to  its  understanding. 

Finally,  sir,  all  the  inquiries  couched  in  the  resolution 
of  the  House  were  fully  negatived  by  the  proofs  adduced 
before  the  committee.     We  found-^ 

1st  That  the  banks  had  no  a^ent,  at  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment, *<  to  transact  their  busineBa  with  the  Treaaury 
Department." 

3d.  Therefore,  such  an  agent  had  no  business  of  any 
character  wbataoever* 
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3d.  And  such  mfs^nt  had  do  compenaatlon. 

4tb.  No  agent  of  any  kind  had  been  employfi}  at  the 
request  or  by  the  procurement  of  the  Tremury  Depart- 
ment. 

5th.  No  busineas  of  the  Treasury  Department  is  tram- 
acted  tlirough  said  agent. 

6tb.  The  Department  pays  no  compensation  what-, 
ever  to  any  agent  of  the  bank?,  and  none  hu  ever  been 
asked  for. 

Here  the  committee  might  very  properly  hftve  sus- 
pended all  further  examination,  and  reported  their  pro- 
ceed! nga  to  the  House;  but  aa  we  found  that  there  was 
a  corresponding  agent  of  some  of  tlie  deposite  banks 
•residing  here,  and  as  it  was  possible  that  something 
might  leak  out  to  show  an  improper  connexion  be- 
tween this  agent  and  the  Government,  we  allowed  the 
minority  to  proceed  in  their  inauiries.  They  did  pro- 
ceedi  and  such  another  string  or  interrogatories  as  tbey 
have  recorded  upon  the  journal  of  obr  committee  can- 
not, in  my  opinion,  be  round  upon  the  pages  of  any 
public  document  now  in  existence.  The  book  will  be  a 
literary  and  legislative  curiosity,  which  ought  to  be  pre- 
served for  the  benefit  of  committees  who  may  meet  in 
aftertimes  to  engage  in  similar  undertakings. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  has  complained  that 
Mr.  Whitney  gives  large  parties,  and  that  the  membera 
of  Congress  attend  (hem,  drinking  his  wine  and  parta- 
king of  bis  hospitality.  I  am  not  one  of  the  number  who 
are  thus  indulged.  I  have  never  attended  his  parties, 
drank  his  wine,  nor  enjoyed  his  cheer.  I  have  known 
bim  for  two  or  three  years;  have  met  him  in  the  streets 
and  elsewhere,  and  have  interchanged  the  usual  civili- 
ties that  pass  between  acquaintances.  I  know  nothing 
of  his  private  history  or  his  former  character  and  his 
employments.  If  he  is  a  bad  man,  I  am  not  disposed, 
either  ss  an  individual  or  as  a  party  man,  to  become  re- 
sponsible for  his  conduct;  if  he  be  a  good  one,  I  am 
willing  he  should  enjoy  all  the  benefita  that  result  fmm 
the  possession  of  a  fair  moral  character.  To  me  he  is 
like  every  other  citiaen.  If  he  were  connected  with 
the  Government,  I  should  feel  bound  to  examine  his 
standing  and  conduct;  but  as  he  is  not,  I  shall  not 
trouble  myself  about  him  further  than  to  apply  the  rule 
to  him  that  the  community  has  made  applicable  to  all 
other  men,  **  to  consider  him  honest  until  the  contrary 
is  pr9ren." 

But  to  the  interrogatories  which  were  offered  by  the 
minority,  and  were  voted  down  by  the  majority,  not 
allowing  them  to  be  put  to  the  witnesses.  Upon  page 
61  of  the  journal  will  be  found  the  following  queation, 
offered  by  the  minority : 

Extract  from  the  journal, 

•(  Do  you  know  Reuben  M.  Whitney's  general  char- 
acter for  truth  and  veracity;  and  would  you  believe  him 
on  oath,  when  strongly  tempted  to  swear  falsely? 

"  Mr.  Haroer  objected  to  this  qoestion,^  and  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative  by  the  following  vote. 

**  Ayes — Messrs.  Wise  and  Peyton. 

••  Noes— Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Glilet, 
Johnson,  and  Uamer.". 

So  this  question  was  voted  down?  We  of  the  majori- 
ty sought  in  vain,  in  the  resolution  of  the  House,  for  au- 
thority to  inquire  into  (he  general  character  of  R.  M. 
Whitney.  We  could  not  Bnd  it  there.  M^a  knew  of 
no  other  source  from  which  we  derived  power,  and  of 
course  we  voted  down  the  question  as  improper.  This, 
I  suppose,  is  one  of  the  cases  of  illiberality  of  which  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  complaint.  This  is  a  speci- 
men of  what  be  calla  a  rigid  construction  of  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House!  , 

What  was  the  next  inquiry  made,  or  attempted  to  be 
made,  by  these  gentlemen?    Here  it  is:  ''la  Reubeu 


M.  Whitney  or  not,  aeeording  to  the  beat  of  your 
knowledge,  information,  or  belief,  concerned  tn  speca* 
lation  in  the  public  landa,  or  in  stocks,  or  in  the  mooey 
market*  in  any  way?"  This  also  was  voted  down.  We 
discovered  no  authority  in  the  resolution  to  hunt  after 
the  speculations  of  private  citixens.  We  could  not  per* 
celve  what  right  we  bad  to  inquire  whether  Mr.  Whit- 
ney had  or  had  not  purchased  a  piece  of  land,  a  towo 
lot,  a  horse,  or  a  cow,  and  sold  it  for  more  than  be  gave. 
Congress,  and  the  committees  of  Congress,  ought  to 
have  something  else  to  do  than  to  meddle  with  all  the 
private  afTsira  of  individuals,  to  examine  the  atateof 
their  transactions,  the  profits  they  have  made  in  trade 
during  the  last  year,  or  the  sums  they  have  lost  by  bad 
bargains.  Not  conceiving  this  to  be  any  part  of  our 
duty,  we  voted  against  the  question,  and  thereby  gave 
another  evidence  of  our  ■*  ilbberality." 

Another  queition  voted  down  by  the  majority  may  be 
found  on  page  64.  It  proposed  to  ask  the  witness  (Mr. 
Woodbury)  whether  he  had  any  personal  objecttoat  to 
Mr.  Whitney  as  an  agent;  in  other  words,  whether  he 
liked  or  disliked  the  man.  In  the  affirmative  on  this 
question  we  find  Messrs.  Wise  and  Peyton;  in  the 
negative,  Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Gillet,  Johnson,  and 
Hamer.    ^ 

On  the  same  page  is  this  interesting  question  offered 
to  Mr.  Woodbury:  **  Have  you  ever  authorised  the 
editor  or  editors  of  the  Globe,  a  newspaper  in  this  city, 
during  the  month  of  April,  1836,  or  at  any  time,  to  de- 
ny  any  supposed  relation  or  connexion  of  Beuben  M. 
Whitney  with  the  Treasury  Department?"  This  in- 
terrogatory was  refused  by  the  same  vote  aa  the  other. 
We  are  totally  unable  to  perceive  what  the  Secretary's 
opinion  of  Mr.  Whitney  as  a  man  had  to  do  with  our 
inquiries,  or  what  Congress  could  do  with  the  infomia- 
tion  if  they  bad  it.  We  were  equally  at  a  loss  to  dis- 
cover  what  we  had  to  do  with  the  editorial  articles  of 
the  Globe,  in  April,  1836,  or  at  any  other  time.  I  ha%c 
not  examined  the  files  of  the  Globe,  but  I  presume  tbat 
about  the  time  named  in  the  question  the  editors  made 
some  such  denial  as  that  mentioned;  and  the  object  of 
the  interrogatory  seemed  to  be,  to  ascertain  whether 
they  told  the  truth;  whether,  in  other  words,  the  wit. 
ness  bad  given  them  authority  such  aa  they  stated  he 
had,  in  that  number  of  their  newspaper.  If  the  Hoase 
had  directed  us  to  inquire  into  the  character  of  the 
Globe  for  truth  and  veracity,  we  should  have  done  so; 
but  until  they  clothed  us  with  such  powers  we  did  not 
feel  at  liberty  to  arraign  the  editors  before  our  commit- 
tee for  tbat  purpose.  This,  I  stippose,  was  another  evi- 
dence of  our  "  rigid  construction." 

We  have  been  denounced  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tenneasee  as  a  •<  packed  committee,"  appointed  by  the 
Chair  for  party  purposes.  Upon  page  99  may  be  found 
the  atrongeat  evidence,  as  1  think,  which  the  gentleman 
can  produce  in  support  of  this  charge.  The  gentleman 
himself  propounded  the  question  to  General  Van  Ness, 
the  president  of  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  in  this  c'Hy. 
**  Did  or  did  not  some  one  or  more  of  the  officers  of  the 
bsnk  oppose  very  strongly  his  employment"  (aa  agent) 
**  on  personal  grounds?  Did  any  one  of  them  go  so  far 
as  to  say,  if  be"  (Whitney)  <•  came  to  that  board  in  that 
capacity,  he  would  kick  him  out  of  the  bank?*'  Would 
you  believe  it,  Mr.  Chairman?  the  committee  vottd 
down  this  question,  and  would  not  allow  the  gentlemao 
from  Tennessee  to  ask  it!  Could  stronger  evidence  be 
given  of  their  being  a  "packed  commiUee?"  What! 
not  allow  the  gentleman  to  prove  what  some  officer  of  s 
bank,  for  which  Mr.  Whitney  has  never  been  the  agent, 
had  said  about  Whitney,  in  a  conversation  held  some- 
time and  somewhere,  with  somebody,  about  some  tliingSt 
and  this  agency  among  the  rest!  Why,  sir,  it  vss  a 
most  outrageous  procedure  on  the  part  of  the  commit- 
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No  wonder  the  geettenui  thinks  they  were 
**  pecked."  How  could  e  reasonable  man  eone  to  any 
other  coneliuion? 

Well»  iir,  on  page  104  we  have  another  specimen  of 
the  ilUberality  of  this  "  packed  msjoritr,"  who  have 
been  engag^ed  in  suppressing  the  truth  by  their  votes^ 
The  gentleman  from  Viiwinia  [Mr.  Wisa]  offered  to 
ask  a  witness  (Mr.  Coxef  whether  he^  as  attorney  for 
Mr.  Whitney's  creditors^  had  not  Instituted  tuitssgainst 
Whitney «  what  amount  Whitney  owedi  who  was  bis 
bai]{  whether  execution  had  been  issued  against  himt 
whether  Whitney  had  not  offered  to  eompromlsei 
whether  he  had  not  threatened  to  put  his  property  out 
of  bis  hands;  and,  finally,  to  whom  the  carriages,  fumip 
ture,  ke.  in  his  poMemion  belonged.  All  of  which  in- 
terrogatories were  voted  down  by  the  mijority.  The 
**  packed  majority"  could  not  understand  what  the 
House  wanted  with  such  information.  They  were  simple 
enough  to  suppose  that  the  amount  of  Mr.  Whitney's 
debts  was  a  matter  between  him  and  his  creditors!  that 
his  giving  bail,  and  threatening  to  put  his  property  out 
of  his  bands,  (if  he  ever  did  so»)  were  occurrences  be- 
tween private  citiaens,  which  not  unfreqaently  hap- 
pen, and  with  which  the  legi^Ative  and  executive 
departments  of  our  Government  have  nothing  to  do. 
The  judiciary  settles  all  these  questtonsi  and  we  pro- 
pone to  leave  the  lawyers  and  judges. to  dispose  of  this 
case  as  they  do  of  all  others  which  come  before  them. 
But  leaat  of  al!  did  we  suppose  tbst  either  the  Congress 
or  people  of  the  United  States  cared  whether  Mr.  Whit- 
ney rode  in  a  carriage  or  went  on  footi  or,  if  he  did  ride, 
whether  the  carriage  belonged  to  himself  or  to  somebody 
else.  Not  len  surprising,  however,  was  the  proposition 
to  ascertain  how  much  furniture  he  bad  in  his  house,  or 
to  whom  that  belonged.  Yes,  sir,  we  were  shout  to  take 
an  inventory  of  his  household  goods;  to  learn  how  many 
plates,  how  many  knives  and  forks,  he  had,  and  what 
number  of  spoons  be  had  in  his  possessiooi  and  whether 
he  had  paid  for  them  all  or  not!  What  a  dignified  and 
sUtesmanlike  business  this  would  have  been  for  mem- 
ber* of  Congress.  Sir,  we  did  not  believe  that  we  bed 
any  authority  to  make  such  examinatiops;  nay,  we  were 
satisfied  that  the  House  could  not,  under  our  constitu- 
tion, have  conferred  such  a  power,  if  it  had  tried}  and 
we  never  dreamed  that  this  body  would  condescend  so 
low  as  to  attempt  to  investigate  such  a  tririal  and  despi- 
cable aubject  as  the  kitchen  furniture  of  a  private  cUi- 
xen!,  Tet,  for  entertaining  these  opinions,  and  acting 
upon  Ihem,  we  are  denounced  as  a  «<  packed  commit- 
tee!" 

Progressing  with  this  subject,  we  find,  on  psge  116  of 
(he  journsi,  the  minority  inquired  whether  Mr.  Whitney 
did  not  write  part  of  the  President's  Isst  annual  message! 
On  pages  118  and  123  we  find  them  asking  the  impor- 
Unt  question,  '*  For  whom  did  R.  M.  Whitney  election- 
eer during  the  last  presidentisl  campaign?"  Waa  be  for 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  for  General  Harrison,  Judge  White,  or 
Mr.  Webster?  Upon  page  130  the  minority,  it  appears, 
inquired  whether  this  sgent  did  not  sometimes  write 
editorials  for  the  Globe.  They  were  determined  to 
make  an  important  man  of  him,  in  spite  of  all  he  could 
do  to  the  contrary.  Whilst  he  wss  watching  the  inter- 
esia  of  his  employers,  and  corresponding  with  them  upon 
subjects  connected  with  their  banking  opcrationa,  the 
minority  were  determined  to  ahow  that  he  was  the  great 
necromancer  who,  unknown  and  unseen,  was  controlling 
all  the  moneyed  operations  of  the  Government  by  secret 
movements  of  his  supernatural  skill.  But,  in  sddition  to 
all  his  other  employments,  he  undertook  to  give  direc- 
tion to  public  opinion (  and,  for  that  purpose,  sometimes 
tookcbaimand  of  **tbe  great  Globe  itself."  These  in- 
terrcygatories  were  also  voted  down  by  the  majority  of 
tke  coiiiBittce. 


In  the  course  of  reading  end  observation,  I  have  had 
occasion  to  notice  a  number  of  most  remarkable  falbi 
but  none  has  ever  occurred  which  appeared  more  extra- 
ordinary than  the  one  I  am  about  to  mention.  Af^er 
these  interrogatories  which  I  have  just  mentioned,'can 
you  imagine,  sir,  what  followed?  Why,  the  minority  in* 
quired  where  Retiben  got  his  stationery!  Oh,  what  a 
falling  off*  was  there,  my  countrymen!  Prom  msking  n 
Chief  Msgistrate,  writing  the  President's  mesaage,  and 
conducting  the  offiblal  organ,  down  to  a  few  quilts  snd 
a  quire  of  paper!  But  they  were  not  satisfied  to  stop 
here.  They  next  inquired  who  paid  the  postage  on  his 
lettersi  and  whether  he  received  many  "  free"  letters. 
To  ascertain  these  important  facts,  we  hsd  the  messen* 
ger  of  the  Treasury  Depsrtment  snd  the  penny-post  of 
the  city  called  before  us.  The  former  swore,  that  when 
Mr.  Whitney  came  into  the  Treasury  Department  on  bu- 
siness, he  sometimes  used  the  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  on 
the  table  in  the  ante-room,  for  the  purpose  of  writing  a 
note  or  memorandum,  as  did  any  other  person  who  chose 
to  do  so,  and  as  we  constantly  see  done  in  all  our  public 
offices.  The  latter  sUted  that  Mr.  Whitney  got  a  good 
many  letters,  and  paid  the  postage  on  them  like  a  man! 
He  could  not  tell  us  how  many  "^free"  letters  were  re* 
ceived  by  the  agent  in  the  ooorse  of  the  year.  The  tea* 
timony  of  these  two  witnesses  w|ll  he  resd  with  deep  at* 
tention  by  the  American  people!  They  diaclose  impor- 
tant faeU,  which  every  man  ought  to  understsnd.  It  is 
a  pity  the  penny-post  could  not  tell  us  how  many  •*  free" 
letters  Mr.  Whitney  receives.  The  public  would  then 
have  been  satisfied.  This  is  a  point  upon  which  they 
must  feel  very  gt-eat  anxiety ! 

To  fatigue  the  committee  no  longer  with  details  which 
are  perfectly  familiar  to  you,  Mr.  Chairman,*  I  will  close 
by  referring  gentlemen  to  pages  323  and  354,  where 
they  will  find  the  minority  inquiring  whether  Mr.  Whit- 
ney was  not  a  traitor  and  smuggler  during  the  late  war 
with  Great  BriUini  whether  he  was  not  a  gambler,  snd 
whether  he  had  not  at  some  former  period  kept  a  faro 
bank  for  the  accommodation  of  gamblera!  Of  course, 
these  inquiries  were  voted  down,  as  unauthorized  by  the 
resolution  of  the  House;  and,  to  use  the  language  of  the 
witness,  <«  inquisitorial"  in  their  character.  Occasionally 
some  members  of  the  majority  voted  with  the  minority 
in  favor  of  questions  which  were  not  clearly  authorized 
by  the  resolution  of  the  House.  They  were  inclined,  in 
whatever  could  be  deemed  a  doubtful  case,  to  lean  in  fa- 
vor of  investigation.  The  chairman,  [Mr.  Gaxlavd,] 
more  frequently  than  any  other  member,  voted  with  the 
minority.  Being  the  author  of  the  resolution,  be  found 
himself  in  a  delicate  position)  and,  desiring  to  leave  no 
ground  of  complaint  on  their  part,  be  voted  with  them 
much  oftener  than  any  other  member  of  the  majority. 
He  is  now  reaping  the  reward  of  his  liberality.  The 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Pxttov]  compliments 
him  for  the  honesty  and  candor  displayed  in  his  vote% 
but  is  utterly  astonished  at  the  report  which  be  has  pre- 
sented to  the  House.  In  other  words,  he  prsises  his 
good  intentions,  but  laments  his  want  of  capacity  to  see 
the  force  and  bearing  of  the  testimony  which  has  been 
taken. 

I  have  thus  run  rspidly  over  a  number  of  casef,  to 
ahow  the  character  of  the  interrogatories  which  the  mi- 
nority wished  to  stfbmit  to  the  witnesses.  For  voting 
down  these  snd  similar  questions,  we  are  now  charged 
with  illiberality!  Sir,  I  repel  the  ins'muation,  as  entirely 
unwarranted  by  any  vote  we  have  given,  and  as  wholly 
unfounded  In  Act. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Pkttoh]  some- 
times quotes  poetry  {  and  on  the  present  occasion  has 

*  Mr.  Piaacx,  of  New  Hampshire,  a  member  of  the  se- 
lect committee,  was  in  the  chair  duri^ng  this  debate. 


2idd 


GALES  &  SEATON'S  REGISTER 


2140 


H.  ov  R.] 


Civil  and  Dipiamatk  jfypropnatkm  BUL 


[Mabch  2,  1837. 


drawn  ao  allusion  from  Shifcspnre.  I  am  sore  the  gen- 
tleman owes  the  bard  no  malice,  and  yet  he  has  egre- 
J^ioatiy  mivrepretented  him.  When  an  orator  is  driven 
rom  facta  to  poetry,  to  obtain  weapons  for  his  cauae, 
the  prospect  moat  be  gloomy i  bat  if  he  ahould  fall  into 
errors,  even  with  his  poetry,  it  makes  the  case  apsume  a 
still  more  unpromising  aspect.  He  who  innocently  mis- 
represents poetry  may,  with  the  same  good  intentions, 
misrepresent  facts. 

T|)e  gentleman  told  us  of  the  tall  precipice  upon 
which  King  Lear  atood,  and  viewed  meii  walking  on  the 
beach  below,  who  looked  no  larger  than  mice!  Now,  sir, 
I  have  read  thia  play  of  Shakspeare,  and  have  found  no 
such  incident.  I  remember  that  the  Earl  of  Gloster, 
after  losing  both  his  eyes,  accidentally  met  hia  own  son^ 
without  knowing  him,  and  obtained  the  young  man's 
consent  to  conduct  him  to  the  cliflTs  near  Dover;  from 
which  he  intended  to  throw  himself  and  put  an  end  to 
hia  life.  The  son,  aware  of  his  intention,  and  determined 
to  save  him,  persuaded  his  father,  whilst  they  were  upon 
a  perfect  level,  that  they  were  climbing  a  hill;  and  at  a 
certain  point  convinced  him  that  they  were  upon  the 
brink  of  an  awful  precipice,  at  the  bottom  of  which  men 
appeared  no  larger  than  mice.  The  father  threw  him- 
self headlong  from  what  he  supposed  to  be  this  tall  cliff, 
but  which  was  in  reality  a  level  plain  i  and  the  son, 
changing  his  Voice,  congratulated  him,  in  a  new  charac- 
ter, at  the  bottom  of  the  supposed  cliff,  upon  the  mirac- 
ulous preservation  of  hia  life. 

Now,  I  can  easity  imagine  how  a  man  who  has  lost  both 
.  l^is  eyes  can  be  thus  imposed  upom  but  how  a  gentleman 
of  ordinary  intelligence,  in  the  full  possession  of  all  his 
faculties,  can  mistake  a  level  plain  for  a  towering  moun- 
tain, or  a  fall  of  six  feet  for  one  of  aeveral  thousand,  is 
to  me  wholly  inexplicable.  Still  it  may  be  so;  for  a  care- 
ful examination  of  our  proceeding!  will  show  that  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  has  fallen  into  errora  quite 
as  gross  u  those  attributed  by  the  poet  to  the  blind  Earl 
of  Gloster. 

I  will  close  my  observations  by  expressing  the  hope 
that  the  evils  which  the  gentleman  so  clearly  foresees 
may  never  appear  to  any  eye  hut  his  own,  or,  if  they  do, 
that  the  hand  of  a  kind  Providence  may  avert  them  from 
our  country,  and  allow  us  to  remain  a  free,  a  happy,  and 
a  united  people. 

When  Mr.  HiMsa  sat  down, 

Mr.  WISE  replied  in  a  apeech  of  eonaiderable  length, 
which  continued  until  daylight  pierced  into  the  lighted 
hall. 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD  said  that,  though  he  was  not  accus- 
tomed to  making  long  speeches  in  this  House,  he  had 
taken  notes  of  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, [Mr.  PxTTOzr,]  and  had  intended  to  reply  to  him  at 
length.  But  as  it  was  near  four  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
and  as  much  impatience  had  been  manifeated  by  the  few 
members  remaining  in  the  House,  he  felt  that  he  should 
be  doing  injustice,  both  to  himself  and  them,  to  com- 
mence a  speech  at  that  time.  He  would  also  add  that 
all  necessity  for  It  bad  been  obviated  by  the  able  vindi- 
cation, by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  HiMan,]  of 
the  majority  of  the  select  committee,  and  of  the  resolves 
which  they  adopted,  as  the  result  of  its  investigation,  un- 
der the  oi*der  of  the  House.  He  wished,  however,  to 
say  a  word  or  (wo  in  relation  to  that  part  of  the  gentle- 
man's remarks  which  applied  to  himself  peraonally.  And 
he  said  be  must  confess  that,  at  some  of  those  remarks, 
he  felt  that  degree  of  indignation  which  every  honest 
man  should  feel,  when  he  considered  his  veracity  ques- 
tioned. But  he  was  happy  to  be  reheved  from  the 
pressure  of  these  feelin^a  by  the  subsequent  qualifica- 
tion of  his  [Mr.  Pxttos's]  remarks. 

[Mr.  PsTTuit  again  rose,  and  said  that  he  wished  it  to 
be  distinctly  understood  that  be  had  oof,  in  any  remai  ks 


he  hsd  made,  intended  to  impute  wrong  mottvea  to  the 
gentleman  from  Maine.] 

Mr.  P.  said  he  was  glad  of  the  explumtion,  and 
felt  j»ound  to  suppress  the  r^marka  that  be  bad  at  first 
intended  to  make.  Inasmuch,  however,  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  had  questioned  the  accuracy  of 
his  (Mr.  F*s)  recollection,  and  the  probability  of  his 
having  used  the  epithets  which  had  been  attributed  to 
him  in  the  teatimony  of  Mr.  F.,  he  feh  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  say  a  word  in  reply.  He  would  not  advert  to 
those  circumstances  which  went,  tn  his  estimation,  to 
render  it  probable  that  those  epithets  bad  been  used, 
for  it  might  perhaps  excite  feelings  which  be  had  mudi 
rather  see  allayed.  He  had  no  unkind  feefings  to  be 
gratified  towarda  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  or  any 
other  hunum  being.  He  would,  however,  inquire  for  a 
moment  into  the  relative  poeitiona  occupied  by  himself 
and  that  gentleman.  It  had  been  said  that  it  was 
strange  he  (Mr.  F.^  should  have  aat  down  and  commit- 
ted such  a  string  or  epithets  to  writing.  The  rrason  for 
committing  his  recollection  of  the  facts  to  writing  liad 
been  fully  explained  in  bis  teMimony,  and  he  trusted  that 
they  would  be  deemed  satiafaetory  to  every  candid 
mind.  He  had  understood  that  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Wisa]  had,  while  he  (Mr.  F.)  waa  not 
present,  made  a  atalement  of  facts  aa  to  the  unhappy  oc- 
currence in  the  committee  room  between  Mr.  P.  and 
Mr.  Whitney,  and  had  called  on  the  other  memben  of 
the  committee  to  make  statements  alao.  Not  knowing 
how  soon  or  under  what  circumatanoes  he  might  be 
called  on  to  make  hia  own  statement,  he  (Mr.  F.) 
thought  it  would  be  well,  while  the  facts  were  fresh  in 
his  recollection,  to  put  them  upon  paper.  He  did  ao  with- 
out consultation  with  any  of  the  memben  of  the  com- 
mitteei  and  feeling  an  anxiety,  which  he  thought  would 
be  natural  to  all  under  similar  circumstances,  to  know 
bow  far  the  recollection  of  others  corresponded  with  his 
own,  he  had  shown  it  to  several  of  the  other  memben 
of  the  committee;  and,  as  he  had  stated  in  his  trstimonj, 
was  pleased  to  find  that  he  was  supported  by  them.  If 
there  wsaany  thing  wrong  in  all  this,  he  could  not  see  it. 
It  certainly  waa  yot  done  in  a  spirit  of  unkindnesa  to  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  or  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Wiss;]  and,  with  his  present  views,  he 
should  do  the  same  again.  The  principal  question, 
however,  wa?,  as  to  the  truth  of  thb  statement;  or,  rather, 
in  reference  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, as  to  the  probability  of  its  correctness.  And 
here  he  would  aak  if  it  had  not  been  fortified  and  con- 
firmed by  the  testimony  of  the  gentlemen  from  Alabama, 
Ohio,  and  New  York?  l*bere  certainly  waa  no  contra- 
diction between  them  in  the  alightest  particelar.  And, 
in  regard  to  the  teatimony  of  the  chairman,  [Mr.  Gar- 
LAHD,]  who  had  been  called  by  Mr.  W.  hia  witneas,  he 
(Mr.  F.)  would  ssk  if  there  was  not  a  substantial  agree- 
ment with  all  the  other  witnesses^  Now,  what  ta  there 
against  all  this  concurrent  testimony  f  The  recollection 
of  the  gentleman  from  Tenneasae,  who  was  a  party  to  the 
transaction.  He  ( Mr.  F.)  would  ask  the  House  to  recur  to 
the  statement  of  the  transaction  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  on  the  4th  of  February  last,  and  see 
how  it  would  compare  with  the  testimony  of  the  chair- 
man, who  had  been  called  by  him  as  a  witness.  It  vas 
to  be  supposed  that  it  waa  intended  for  a  full  statement; 
one  containing  the  whole  truth;  and  yet  how  very  far 
does  it  fall  short  of  the  testimony  of  the  chairman,  com- 
prising scarcely  a  tithe  of  it,  to  say  nothin|f  of  the  testi- 
mony of  the  tither  wit  nesses.  And  now,  standuig  thui»  may 
it  not  well  be  inquired  whether  the  attempt  comes  with 
a  very  good  grace  from  the  gentleman  from  Tenneaaee, 
to  impugn  the  accuracy  of  bis  (Mr.  F's)  reeoUectton? 
But,  however  that  may  be,  he  waa  willing  that  ibis 
House  and. the  country  ahould  decide  between  tlieaa. 
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He  would  not  question  the  motiTes  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tennetaee— 'the  inquiry  wu  simply  u  to  the  accu- 
racy of  reoolleetion.  And  be  would  alto  here  take  oc- 
canon  to  exy,  with  the  gentlemtn  from  Alabama*  [Mr. 
llAmTiv,]  that  be  did  not  impugn  the  mo!  ires  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tenneiaee  in  regard  to  the  inveatiga* 
tion  which  bad  been  principally  proaeeuted  by  him 
throogb  the  select  committee.  He  bad  no  doubt  but 
that  tne  gentleman  bad  been  misled  and  deceived.  That 
he  had  been  acting  on  information  which  bad  turned 
out  to  be  false.  Am  here  he  must  be  permitted  to  say, 
notwithstanding  the  strong  expressions  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  that  he  did  not  see  how  any  one,  un- 
biased by  political  considerations,  could  find  any  con- 
firmation of  the  resolves  adopted  by  the  committee,  in 
the  evidence  in  the  casei  that,  for  his  part,  he  could  not 
see  how  any  one  could  come  to  any  other  conclusion 
from  the  evidence,  unless  be  were  lalioring  under  some 
strange  hallucination  of  mind.  But  as  the  members  were 
worn  down  and  almost  exhausted,  having  been  in  session 
about  nineteen  hours,  he  would  forbear  entering  more 
fully  into  the  subject. 

Mr.  PEYTON  then  made  some  few  remarks,  in  reply 
to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Pittos  was  then  disa- 
Ipreed  to, 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Louisians,  moved  an  amendment, 
providing  that  the  money  which  shall  be  in  the  Treas- 
ury on  the  1st  of  January,  1838,  shall  be  deposited  with 
the  several  States.  Lost'. 

Mr.  LAWRENCE  moved  an  amendment,  raising  the 
salariea  of  the  clerks  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives.  Agreed  to. 

On  motion^f  Mr.  CAMBRKLENG,  the  committee 
rone  and  reported  to  the  House. 

The  Speaker  having  resumed  the  chair,  and  the  chair- 
man having  reported. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  UNDERWOOD, 

The  Hotue  adjourned,  at  5  o'clock  A.  M. 

FaiDJLT,  Maxcu  3. 
FRENCH  SPOLIATIONS  PRIOR  TO  1800. 

Mr.  HOWARD  snid  that  he  was  instructed  by  (he 
Committee  on  Foreign  Aflfairs,  to  which  were  referred 
numerous  memorials  from  claimants  for  French  spolia- 
tions prior  to  1800,  to  move  that  a  list  of  those  claimants, 
which  he  held  in  bis  hand,  be  printed  for  tbe  use  of  the 
House.  It  had  been  as^rted,  by  those  opposed  to  the 
claims,  that  they  were  chiefly  in  the  hands  of  specula- 
tors* who  bad  purchased  them  at  a  small  price,  and  were 
therefore  not  entitled  to  as  much  justice  as  the  original 
sufTerera  would  have  been.  The  committee  had  en- 
deavored to  classify  the  petitioners!  and  the  result  would 
show  that  there  waa  little  or  no  foundation  for  tbia  opin- 
ion. When  the  names  should  be  printed,  he  hoped  the 
mennbers  of  the  House  would  (est  its  accuracy  by  exam- 
ining the  names  of  tbe  claimants  in  tbe  several  States. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  would  add,  upon  his  individual  respon- 
sibiliiy  as  a  member  of  this  House,  that,  from  a  labori- 
ous investigation,  he  was  satisflrd  of  the  intrinsic  Justice 
of  these  claims,  and  believed  that  they  must  snd  would 
be  paid  at  some  time  or  other.  As  far  as  his  voice  could 
reach,  he  encoursged  the  clsimsnts  to  persevere,  snd 
not  suffer  their  energy  to  be  overcome  by  the  long  de- 
lay which  ba^  been  heretofore  painfully,  and,  he  would 
add,  unjustly  experienced. 

Tbe  fulluwing  is  an  abstract  of  the  list: 

Abstract  of  petitioners  on  account  of  French  spoliations 
prior  to  1800^  and  whose  memorisls  arc  now  before 
Congress,  via: 

From  the  Bute  of  Maine,         -     *     -  -  69 

Do  New  Hampshire,  •        -  68 


From  the. State  of  Vermont,    • 

3 

Bo 

Massachusetts 

262 

Do 

Rhode  Island, 

25 

Do 

Connecticut, 

60 

Do 

New  Yorkg 

101 

Do 

New  Jersey, 

4 

Do 

Pennylvanis, 

-       <  106 

Do 

Dekware,    - 

5 

Do 

Maryland,    - 

124 

Do 

District  of  Columbis, 

20 

Do 

Virginia,      - 

*   49 

Do 

North  Carolina, 

25 

Do 

South  Carolina, 

27 

Do 

Georgia, 

3 

Do 

Kentucky,    - 

3 

Do 

Ohio, 

6 

Do 

Alabama, 

2 

Do 

Mississippi, 

1 

Do 

Louisiana,    - 

2 

Do 

Miasouri, 

1 

Do 

Indiana, 

1 

Total, 


956 


And  the  following  appears  to  be  a  proper  claasiftea* 
tion  of  the  abore-stalea  petitioners,  vix: 

Petitions  of  original  cUimants  in  their  own  right,      445 


Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 
Do 


of  administrstors, 

of  executors, 

for  heirs, 

for  Cktates, 

as  surviving  partners, 

as  guardians, 

widows  for  estates, 

as  assignees  of  bankrupts 
and  as  trustees  of  in- 
solvents, 


ion  ^  X 


37 
45 

79 
2 

4 


52 


4,  J! 

o 


Do 


Do 

Do 
Do 


of  insurance  companies,  as  assignees  of 
original  claimants,  for  losses  covered 
by  msu  ranee,  ... 

of  original  claimants,  *'for  self  and 

others,"      •  -  -      *     • 

do  do  **  by  attorney," 

do  do  "  by  agent*"   - 

Total,  .... 


439 


18 

13 
23 
18 

956 


The  motion  of  Mr.  H.  was  agreed  to,  without  a  divis- 
ion. 

Mr.  LAWRENCE  asked  leave  to  offer  a  resolution  al- 
lowing members  to  lay  such  petitions  as  were  in  tbeir 
possession,  and  which  they  desired  to  present,  on  the  ta- 
ble, and  that  they  be  entered  on  tbe  Joumalt  but  it  ww 
objected  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMBRELENO,  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  were  dtacharg- 
ed  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  from  tbe 
Senate  entitled  "  An  act  to  authorixe  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  compromise  the  claim  of  the  United 
Sutes  on  the  Alleghany  Bank  of  Pennsylvaniai"  and  tbe 
same  having  been  brought  into  the  House, 

Mr.  CAMBRELENO  proposed  a  substitutei  which 
was  agreed  toi  and  the  bill,  having  been  engrossed,  wae 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  title  of  tbe  substitute  was  as  follows:  "An  act  au- 
thorixing  tbe  proper  officer  of  tbe  Treasury  Department 
to  credit  tbe  account  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States  with  tbe  aosouot  of  unavaiUble  funds,  be." 

Mr.  HUNTSMAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Martin 
Kingsbury.    Read  twice*  and  committed. 
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Mr.  WISE,  from  the  teleet  committee  tppointed  to 
Inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  yariout  ezecuti?e  de- 
partments, presented  the  reports  of  the  majority  end 
minority  of  that  committee,  and  also  the  views  of  an  in- 
di?idual  member  of  the  committee,  which  he  mo?ed  to 
lay  on  the  table)  and  that  the  reports,  joornal  of  the 
committee,  and  accompanying  document^  be  printed  $ 
which  was  agreed  tOg 

On  motion  of  Mr.  IN6ERS0LL,  5,000  extra  copies  of 
the  report  and  documents  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  GALBRAITH,  from  the  select  committee  on  the 
subject  of  banksi  made  a  final  report  thereon  $  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  BR1G6S,  on  leave,  submitted  a  resolution  to  pay 
the  little  boys  an  extra  compensation,  (of  $350  for  ihe 
session,)  in  addition  to  their  pay  of  $1  50  a  day;  when, 
after  being  amended  so  as  to  include  messengers  and 
others,  on  motions  of  Messrs.  WARDWELL,  GREN* 
NELL»  and  BELL,  and  aftet  some  remarks  from 
Messrs.  McLENE,  CONNOR,  HARPER,  RENCHER, 
and  A.  H.  8HEPPERD, 

Mr.  RENCHER  moved  that  the  Clerk  be  directed  to 
pay  tbem  $100  extra.  And*  after  aome  remarks  from 
Mr.  McKENNAN, 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  the  previous  question i 
but  subsequently  withdrew  it|  and  the  subject  being  fur- 
ther discussed, 

Mr.  HOWELL  moved  to  lay  the  resolution,  as  modi- 
lied  and  amended,  on  the  table,  and  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  that  motion {  but  the  House  refused  to  order 
them,  and  also  refused  to  lay  the  subject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  McKENNAN  then  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion f  wliich  was  seconded — yeas  85,  nays  43— and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions;  but  they 
were  refused,  snd  the  resolutions  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  moved  to  proceed  to  the  orders 
of  the  day,  being  the  consideration  of  the  appropriation 
bills.  ' 

Mr.  MERGER  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules  for 
the  purpose  of  submitting  a  resolution  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  to  rescind  the  16tb 
joint  rule  of  the  two  Houses,  so  as  to  send  to  the 
Senate  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  selection  and  purchase 
of  sites  for  marine  hospitala  on  the  Western  waters;  but 
the  motion  was  rejected,  without  a  count. 

The  House  then  passed  to  the  oroers  of  the  day. 

CIVILAND  DIPLOMATIC  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Gov* 
ernment  for  the  year  1837,  as  amended  in  Commit'- 
tee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Several  of  the  amendments,  as  amended,  were  con- 
cnrred  in. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate,  as  amended  by  the 
House,  providing  for  an  increase  of  compensation  to  the 
clerks  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  and  of  the  libra- 
rians of  Congress,  simiUr  in  amount  to  that  given  by 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  clerks  in  the  de- 
partments, coming  up  for  concurrence- 
After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  W.  THOMPSON, 
RENCHER,  and  LAWRENCE, 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment  concur- 
red in. 

The  other  portions  of  this  amendment  having  been 
concurred  in,  * 

Mr.  RENCHER  moved  a  further  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  providing  that  no  extra  allowance  should  be 
given  for  any  extra  services  performed  by  the  said  clerks 
under  any  law  or  resolution  of  Congress;  which  was 
agreed  to. 


The  amendment  of  the  Senate  increaaing  the  salary  of 
the  Surveyor.General  of  Arkansas  from  $1,500  to  #2,000, 
and  which  had  been  non-concurred  in  by  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  Houae,  coming  up— 

The  House  non-concurred  with  the  Committee  of  (he 
Whole,  and  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  concur- 
red in. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  increasing  the  compen- 
sation of  the  clerks  in  the  Surveyor  GeneraPa  office  in 
Arkansas  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  increasit^  the  amount 
appropriated  for  contingent  expenaes  of  foreign  inter 
course  from  #13,000  to  #30,000  was  debated  by  Messrs. 
HOWARD,  JENIFER,  and  A.  H.  SHEPPERD,  and 
was  finally  concurred  in. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  appropriating  #4,300 
for  extra  clerk  hire  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate,  after  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  C.  JOHNSON 
and  CAMBRELENG,  was  dissgreed  to. 

The  amendment  authorixing  the  Secretary  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  employ.  In  lieu  of  the  clerks  now  employed,  one 
chief  clerk  with  a  salary  of  #3,000,  one  other  clerk  at 
#1,000,  two  at  #1,600,  and  three  at  #1,500,  was  diaa- 
greed  to. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  concurring  with  the 
Senate  in  their  amendments,  as  amended, 

Mr.  W.  THOMPSON,  afier  some  remarks  in  oppos- 
tion,  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  concurrence  in  that 
portion  of  the  amendment,  as  amended,  which  provides 
for  the  increase  of  the  compensation  of  the  clerks  in  the 
Departments  of  State  and  War,  of  the  clerks  to  both 
Houses  of  Congress^  and  of  the  librarians  theretoi  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  HOWELL  said  he  was  informed  that  it  had  been 
the  practice  with  some  of  the  heads  of  bureaua,  that  wen 
allowed  a  number  of  extra  clerks  at  #1,000  per  annum, 
to  hire  clerks  at  less  sums,  and  pocket  the  excesa  tbeoH 
selves. 

Now,  if  this  were  so,  it  proved  that  an  increase  of 
their  salaries  was  unnecessary,  and  that  as  good  clerks 
as  we  now  have  could  be  obtained  at  the  present  rates. 

I  would  inquire  of  the  honorable  .gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  Wisi]  if  he  has  any  evidence  of  the  facU  re> 
ferred  to. 

Mr.  WISE  replied  that  the  report  of  the  select  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  various  exec- 
utive departments,  made  this  morning,  would  abow  a 
report  of  ArAos  Kendall  and  John  P.  Van  Ness,  commis- 
sioners sppointed  by  authority  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  year  1833,  to  take  testimony  and 
report  thereon  in  relation  to  certain  eharges^-coromis- 
sioners,  by  the  by,  who  issued  subpoenas  in  the  form  of 
*<  requests"  to  witnesses— which  report  of  these  com* 
missioners  purported  to  prove  the  fact  that  it  has  been 
the^practice,  in  one  at  least,  and  he  believed  it  says  in 
all  the  departments,  up  to  a  late  period,  to  take  the 
sum  of  salaries  for  subtirdinate  clerks,  to  pay  these 
clerks  much  less  than  wi^s  allowed  by  law,  and  to  divide 
the  surplus  among  the  superior  clerks  or  heads  of  offices 
and  bureaus.  For  instance,  three  subordinate  clerks 
had  been  allowed  by  law  #1,000  each— #3,000  in  the 
aggregate!  this  gross  sum  would  be  taken  by  the  supe- 
rior; and,  in  one  instance,  the  inferior  #1,000  clerk  vas 
paid  but  #25  per  month,  leaving  #700  out  of  the  #1,000 
to  be  divided  among  the  chief  clerks;  portions  of  which 
were  actually  so  divided,  adding  to  their  greater  salaries 
and  taking  from  the  lesser.  Such  was  said  not  to  be  tlie 
practice  nowi  as  to  that,  this  deponent  saith  not.  The 
report  will  speak  for  itself. 

The  subject  was  further  debated  by  Messrs.  H  AMER, 
C.  JOHNSON,  RENCHER,  HARDIN,  and  A.  MANN. 

Mr^  HUNTS MAJ^f  moved  the  previous  question. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  efiect  would  be  to' bring  di> 
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rectly  before  the  H«him  the  question  on  concurring  with 
the  Senate  in  the  amendments  which  had  not  been  act- 
ed on  by  the  House. 

Mr.  HUNTSMAN  withdrew  the  demand  for  the  pre- 
vious question. 

lir.  TURRILL  renewed  it.  And  the  mafn  question 
was  ordered  now  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  asked  for  a  divi- 
•toQ  of  the  ouestion,  so  as  to  tske  the  question  eeparate- 
ly  on  the  4tn  section  shove  referred  to^  which  was  or- 
dered« 

And  the  question  beings  taken  on  concurring  in  the 
remainder  of  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  ai  amended 
by  the  House,  the  same  was  concurred  in. 

And  the  question  on  concurrence  in  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate  in  the  4th  section,  as  amended,  was  taken, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  100,  nays  83. 

So  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

FORTIFICATION  BILL. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  (he  bill 
malting  appropriations  for  certnin  fortiBcations,  and  for 
other  purposes,  for  the  year  1837;  which  said  bill  had 
been  returned  from  the  Senate,  with  a  messaj^e  that 
that  body  insisted  on  its  amendment,  by  which  the 
amendment  of  (his  House,  providing  for  the  distribution 
of  such  surphis  revenue  as  might  remain  in  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States  on  the  Ist  of  Jinuary  next,  reserv- 
ing five  millions  of  dollars,  according  to  (he  provisions 
of  the  act  to  regulate  the  public  deposites,  approved 
Jane  23,  1836,  was  rejec(ed. 

Mr.  BELL,  after  a  few  introductory  remarks,  urging 
the  propriety  and  necessity  of  the  motion  he  was  about 
to  naake,  moved  that  the  House  insist  on  its  disagree- 
ment to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  and  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  that  motion}  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HAYNBS  said  he  regretted  exceedingly  that  the 
late  period  of  the  session  placed  it  out  of  his  power,  with 
due  regard  to  the  proper  legislation  of  the  House,  to  ex- 
press  the  views  he  entertained  on  this  momentous  sub- 
ject. But,  under  the  circu instances  which  surrounded 
btm«  be  would  confine  himself  toa  reply  to  the  brief  ob- 
servations of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Bell.] 
That  gentleman  had  adverted  to  the  fact  that  questions 
of  revenue  fall  peculiarly  within  the  province  of  this 
House.  But  what  is  the  question  we  are  now  called 
upon  to  decide?  ft  does  not  relate  either  to  the  crea- 
tion or  ord  nary  expenditure  of  the  revenue.  It  is, 
whether  this  Hous*  shall  insist  upon  retaining  their  prop, 
osition  to  distribute  to  or  deposite  with  the  States  a 
Urge  portion  of  the  public  rerenue.  Upon  such  a  ques- 
tion the  Senate  was  peculisriy  qualified  to  decide,  as 
they  represent  the  vtry  States  with  which  (he  propo- 
sition of  the  House  provides  to  deposite  the  public 
money.  If  there  is  any  body  on  the  face  of  the  earth 
peculiarly  qualified  to  decide  such  a  question,  it  is  the 
Senate.  And  if  that  body  ever  made  a  decision  espe- 
cially entitled  to  respect^  it  is  the  decision  now  in  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  HUNTSMAN  demanded  the  previous  question; 
which  was  seconded  by  the  House. 

And  the  m^in  question  was  ordered  to  be  now  taken. 

Mr.  BELI^,  by  leave,  explained  to  the  House  that  the 
motion  made  by  him  was  the  mildest  and  most  respectful 
course  that  could  be  taken  to  (he  other  body. 

And  the  main  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided 
as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Adams,  Chilton  Allan,  Heman  Alien, 
Bailey,  Bell,  Bond,  Borden,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Bunch, 
John  Cathoon,  William  B.  Calhoun,  Campbell,  Carter,  Ca- 
cey,  George  Chambers.  John  Chambers,  Childs,  Nathan- 
»cl  H  Claiborne,  Clark,  Connor,  Corwin,  Crane,  Cushing, 
DarUngtoi,  Dawson,  Deberry,  Denny,  Elmore,  Evans, 
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Everett,  Fowler,  French,  Rice  Garland,  Graham,  6rar.« 
ger,  Grayson,  Grifiin,  Hiiaml  Hall,  HaiKl,  Hardin,  Harlan, 
Harper,  Hawes,  Hsseltine,  Hiester,  Herod,  Hoar,  Hop- 
kins, Howell,  Hunt,  Ingersoll,  William  Jackson,  Jane»v 
Henry  Johnson,  Kennon,  Kilgore,  L«ne,  Lawrence,  Lay, 
Thomas  Lee,  Luke  Lea,  Lewi%  Lincoln,  Love,  Lyon, 
Job  Mann,  Samson  Mason,  Maury,  May,  MeCarty,  Mc- 
Comas,  McRennan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Montgomery,  Mor- 
ris, Parker,  Pearson,  Pettigrew,  Phillips,  Pickens,  Potts, 
Reed,  Bencher,  John  Reynolds,  Richardson,  Robertson, 
Russell,  William  B.  Shepard,  Auj^ustine  H.  Shepperd, 
Sl«de»  Sloane,  Spangler,  Standefer,  Storer,  Sutherland, 
Taliaferro,  Waddy  Thompson,  Underwood,  Vinton, 
Washington,  White,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Lewis  Williams, 
Sherrod  Williams--106. 

Nats — Messrs.  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton,  Beale,  Bean, 
Black,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Burns,  Cambreleng,  Chapman, 
Chapin,  John  F.  H.  Claiborn^,  Craig,  Cramer,  Cush- 
msn,  Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Dunlap,  Fairfield,  Farlin, 
Pry,  Fuller,  Galbraitb,  James  Garland,  Gholson.  Gias* 
cock,  Haley,  Hamer,  Hannegan,  Albert  G.  Harrison, 
Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holt,  Howard,  Hubley,  Huntington, 
Huntsman,  Ingham,  Jarvis,  Joseph  Johnson,  Cave  John- 
son, John  W.  Jones,  Klingensmith,  Lanaing,  Lawler, 
Gideon  Lee,  Joshua  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan,  Loyall,  Lu- 
cas, Abijah  Msnn,  .Martin,  William  Mason,  Moses  Ma- 
son, McKay,  McKeon,  McKim,  McLene,  Miller,  Muh- 
lenberg, Page,  Parks,  Patterson,  Patton,  Franklin  Pierce, 
Dutee  J.  Pea>ce,  Phelpf,  Pinckney,  Joseph  ReynoMs, 
Rogers,  Schenck,  Seymour,  Shields,  Shinn,  Sickles, 
Smith,  Sprsgue,  Taylor,  Thomas,  John  Thomson,  Tur- 
rill^  VAnderpod,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Thomas  T.  Whittle. 
sey.  Yell— 88. 

So  (he  House  insisted  on  their  disagreement  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate. 

OLD  HARBOR  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SUTHERLAND,  (he  House  went 
into  Committee  of  (he  Who!e  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
generally,  (Mr.  Smith  in  the  chain)  and,  * 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  the  committee  took  up  the 
bill  to  provide  for  certsin  harbors,  and  for  the  removal  of 
obstructions  in  and  at  the  mouths  of  certain  rivers,  and 
for  other  purposes,  for  the  year  1831^ 

The  pending  question  tras  on  concurring  with  (he  Sen- 
ate in  certain  amendments  made  (hereto;  the  first  of 
which  was  in  relation  to  the  Delaware  breakwater. 

Mr.  JOHNS(JN,  of  Louisiana,  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate  by  adding  at^ appropriation  of 
175,000  fbr  a  marine  hospital  at  New  Orleans. 

Mr.  FRENCH  moved  to  amend  (he  amendment  by 
adding  an  appropriation  for  (he  erection  of  marine  hos- 
pitals on  the  Western  waters;  which  was  agreed  to:  Yeas 
80,  nays  45. 

Mr.  LYON  moved  further  to  amend  the  proposed 
amendment  by  appropriating  $10,000  for  a  marine  hos- 
pital  in  the  city  of  Mobile. 

Mr.  L.  insisted  that  the  same  reasons  which  had  been 
urged  by  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana,  [Mr.  JohxsosJ 
in  support  of  his  amendment,  applied  with  equal  force 
to  Mobile.  That  city  was  known  to  be  increasing  in 
population,  wealth,  and  business,  with  great  rapidity. 
It  was  situated  in  a  cftmate  regarded  as  somewhat  un- 
healthy at  certain  seasons,  but  its  immense  trade  reqiiired 
the  employment  of  seamen  and  boatmen  at  all  seusons  of 
the  year;  and  if  hospitals  were  (o  be  provided  for  sick 
seamen  and  boa(men,  at  (he  expense  of  (he  Government, 
at  any  points,  ho  regsrded  the  Southern  cities  as  the 
places  most  en(i(led  to  notice.  The  amount  he  had  pro- 
posed was  small,  and  he  hoped  his  amendment  would 
not  be  rejected.  The  amendment  prevailed,  without  a 
division. 

Mr.  PHILLIPS  move  J  a  general  appropriation  of 
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$150,000,  to  cover  a  suspention  of  the  twenty  per  cent, 
hotpiial  money  for  one  yetri  which,  af^er  lome  rennarks 
from  Messrs.  FIHLL1PS,  CKAIG,  PINCKNKY,  and 
PARKER,  was  agreed  to:  Yeas  75,  nays  52. 

Mr.  McKAY  nnoved  a  further  amendment  appropri- 
atfngr  $15,000  for  the  erection  of  a  marine  hospital  at 
Portland,  Maine,  $10,000  for  one  at  Wilmington,  North 
Carolina,  and  a  like  sum  for  one  at  Newport,  Rtiode  Is- 
land.    Lost. 

Mr.  LOVB  pt^posed  a  sum  of  $50,000  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a  site  and  the  erection  of  a  marine  hospital  at 
Buffalo,  New  York.     Lost,  without  a  dtvisinn. 

Mr.  J  ARVIS  then  moved  a  proviso  that  the  expendi- 
tures for  the  purchase  of  sites  and  the  erection  of  marine 
hospitals  at  New  Orleana  and  Mobile  should  not  exceed 
the  sums  appropriated;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  JoRHpos,  as  amended,  was 
then  concurred  in. 

Mr.  DUNLAP  moved  a  proviso  that  one  of  the,  hos- 
pitals to  be  erected  on  the  Mississippi  should  be  at  Mem- 
phis, Tennessee,  and  thai  $20,000  be  appropriated  for 
that  purpose.     Lost. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ate, as  amended,  after  i^ome  remarks  by  Messrs.  CH1LDS, 
HUNTSMAN,  JOHNSON  of  Louisiana,  and  CRAI6,  it 
was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  WIIXIAMS,  of  Kentucky,  moved  a  verbal  amend- 
ment to  the  clause  appropriating  $55,000  for  continuing 
the  improvement  of  Cumberland  river  in  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee t  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  Senate  considered  was  the 
one  appropriating  the  sum  of  $300,000  fd^  the  benefit  of 
the  citizens  of  Alexandria,  District  of  Columbia,  to  aid 
them  in  completing  their  public  works,  and  for  debts  al- 
ready incurred  thereon. 

Mr.  CAV£  JOHNSON  moved  an  amendment  pro- 
viding for  the  protection  of  the  harbur  of  Georgetown, 
by  prohtbhing  obstructions  being  thrown  therein. 

Mr.  tiOULDIN  said  he  knew  there  were  but  few  hours 
left  to  transact  business  this  session.  He  knew  that  we 
are  the  guardians  of  the  people  of  this  District.  He 
knew  that,  of  all  the  hours  devoted  to  others  during  the 
session,  or  thrown  away,  not  one  had  fallen  to  the  lot  of 
the  District.  As  iTmember  of  the  committee,  he  felt  that 
the  people  of  Alexandria  had  a  right  to  expect  him  to 
do  and  to  aay  wliat  he  could  for  them.  But  what  could 
be  do,  or  what  time  did  he  have  to  say  any  thing  in  their 
behalf^  None.  He  would  only  say  that  he  had  exam- 
ined into  the  m^Mer.  He  knew  nothing  of  such  works  of 
his  own  knowledge;  but  he  had  inquired  into  their  griev- 
ances, and  reviewed  the  legislation  of  Congress  in  rela- 
tion to  Alexandria.  He  would  be  held  responsible  for 
the  correctness  of  the  opinion,  that  Alexandria  had  suf- 
fered not  only  neglect  In  the  little  attention  the  District 
had  ever  got  from  Congress,  but,  when  compared  witii 
the  balance  of  the  District,  nctual  injustice. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  CAVE  JOHNSON, 
W.  B.  8HEPARD,  VINTON,  and  MERCER,  the 
arnendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate,  so  amended,  was  then 
concurred  in:  Yeas  81,  naya  49. 

Mr.  HANNE6AN  moved  an  amendment  declaring 
Logansport,  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  a  port  of  entry,  and 
appropriating  a  sum  of  $50,0'J0  for  thr  removal  of  ob- 
structions in  the  navigation  of  the  Great  Wabash  river. 
Lost. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside,  to  be  reported  to  the 
House.  ' 

JUDICIAL  SYSTEM  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TnOM.\S,  the  committee  then  took 
up  the  Senute  bill  entitled  •*  An  act  supplementary  to 
ttie  set  entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  judicial  system  of 
the  United  States." 


Mr.  ROBERTS  ON  moved  a  substitute  for  the  whole 
bill,  being  the  House  bill,  and  went  on,  at  some  length, 
to  explain  its  provisions. 

Mr.  POLK  followed,  in  support  of  the  original  bill, 
when  Mr.  THOMAS  obtained  the  floor. 

The  hour  of  three  having  arrived,  the  committee  rose, 
and  the  House  took  the  usual  recess  till  half  past  four 
o'clock. 

[Previous  to  the  recess,  a  message  was  received  from 
the  Senate,  stating  that  that  body  insisted  on  ita  am^mi- 
ment  to  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  forti* 
fications,  and  for  other  purposes,  for  the  year  1^7,  and 
asking  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  conference  on 
the  part  of  the  House,  to  meet  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate;  and  which  consisted  of  Mettrs. 
Wbioht,  Parkxb,  and  Wsbstsk  ] 

EVKVIBO  Ssssiov. 

On  the  reassembling  of  the  House,  it  went  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  judiciary 
system  of  the  United  States. 

The  question  pending  was  on  the  substitute  offered  by 

Mr.  ROBBBTSOV. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Messrs.  THOMAS, 
ROBERTSON,  HOAR,  BELL,  and  LINCOLN,  wbea 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Kobbbtsob  was  disagreed  ta 

Mr.  ANTHONY  moved  an  amendment  to  change  the 
time  of  meeting  at  Williamsport,  PenosylvBDlai  tpbtc«i 
was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Louisiana^  afler  some  remarks 
moved  an  amendment  making  a  change  in  the  sixth  ju« 
dicial  district.  Lost. 

Mr.  G.  then  moved  an  amendment  providing  for  the 
appointment  of  a  judge  for  the  western  district  of  Lou* 
isiana. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WARD  WELL,  the  committee  rose 
and  reported  the  two  billa  to  the  House. 

The  Speaker  having  resumed  the  chair,  and  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  having  reported  the  harbor  aod 
judiciary  bills  to  the  House, 

The  harbor  bill  waa  taken  up,  and  the  Speaker  pro- 
pounded the  question  on  concurring  with  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  in  their  amendments  thereto. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  demanded  the  previous 
question,  but  subsequently  withdrew  it. 

The  amendments  of  the  Committee  of  ibe  Whole  were 
then  agreed  to*  and  the  amendments  of  ibe  Senate,  si 
to  amended,  were  also  concurred  in. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  bill  to  amend  the  judi* 
ciary  system  of  the  United  States,  on  which 

Mr.  HA  WES  moved  the  previous  question;  which 
was  seconded:  Yeas  111,  nays  not  counted.  And  the 
main  question  was  ordered,  without  a  division. 

Mr.  GARLAND,  of  Louisiana,  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  main  question,  but  the  House  refused  them. 
And  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  Uiird  reading,  without  a 
count,  and  was  then  read  &  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKBNNAN,  the  House  took  up 
the  amendments  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  the; 
amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  to  continue  ibs 
Cumbefland  roadt  which  were  concurred  in.  I 

The  House  (hen  took  up  the  amendment  of  the  Sen* 
ate  to  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  foriificaiion^ 
which  the  Senate  had  returned  to  the  Uouae,  tnsislini 
on  their  amendment,  and  asking  a  conference. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BELL,  a  committee  of  confereocet 
consisting  of  five  (amended  to  three)  members,  was  s^ 
pointed  on  the  part  of  the  House i  and  Mr.  Bsu.*  Mi^ 
IIawbbbcb,  and  Mr.  CAMBBBi.sjre,  B'ere  appointed  eaii 
committee. 

THANKS  TO  THE  SPEAKER. 

>     On  motion  of  Mr.  MUhLeNBERG,  (Mr.  Pubc 
New  Hampshire,  then  temporarily  occupying  the  cbiiri 
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Rimhedt  isnafumou$ijf.  That  the  thanks  of  this  House 
be  presented  to  the  honorable  Jamks  K.  Polk,  for  the 
able,  dtf^nifted,  and  impartial  manner  with  which  be  has 
presided  oirer  its  deliberations,  and  performed  the  arda-< 
008  and  important  duties  of  the  Chair. 

UGHT-HOUSES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SUTHERLAND,  the  House  went 
Into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Smith  in  the 
chair,)  and  took  up  the  bill  from  the  Senate  makinjf  ap- 
propriations for  light-hou«es  light-boats,  beacon-lights, 
buoys,  &e.,  for  the  year  1837. 

The  bill  having  been  gone  through,  a  variety  of 
amendments  were  submitted,  most  of  which  were  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  BUNLAP  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  bill,  on  the  ground,  he  said,  of  the  incon- 
gruity of  the  body  of  the  bill  with  the  second  section 
thereof.  The  second  section  was  in  the  following 
won  Is: 

<•  Sac.  9.  And  be  ii  further  enaeied.  That  none  of  the 
light -hnuses,  beacon-lights,  or  buoys,  the  erection  or 
construction  of  which  is  provided  for  in  the  preceding 
section,  shsll  be  commenced  until  an  examination  shall 
have  been  made,  under  the  authority  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether 
the  proper  site  has  been  selected,  and  whether  public 
convenience  demands  the  erection  or  construction  there- 
of. And  in  every  case  in  which  such  construction  shall 
Dot,  after  due  examination,  appear  to  htm  to  be  de- 
minded  by  public  convenience,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to 
report  the  facts  appearing  in  every  such  case  to  the  next 
Congreas." 

Mr.  D.  then  commented,  with  considerable  warmth, 
upon  the  inconsistency  of  this  clause  with  the  body  of 
the  bill,  which  poaittvely  located  the  works  in  question. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Messrs.  PRAUCE 
of  Rhode  Island  and  UNOEliWOOD,  the  motion  of  Mr. 
DcvLAP  was  rejected,  and  the  bill  was  laid  aside,  td  be 
reported  to  the  Houae. 

INCREASE  OF  THE  ARMY. 

Mr.  1¥ARD  then  moved- that  the  committee  take  up 
the  Spnate  bill  to  increase  the  militsry  establiihment  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes}  which  was 
agreed  to:  Yeas  74,  nays  65. 

The  bill  Was  then  read,  and  taken  up  by  sections. 

[The  provisions  and  details  of  tbia  bill  are  given  in  the 
debutes  In  the  Senate.] 

Mr.  II A  WES  offered  a  proviso  that  no  officer  ahould 
be  appointed  from  the  graduatea  of  the  West  Point 
Academy. 

Mr.  U.  was  proceeding  to  address  the  committee 
on  his  amendment,  when  he  gave  way  to  enable  the 
Speaker  to  resume  the  chair,  and  sign  some  enrolled 
bills. 

FORTIFICATION  BILL— DISTRIBUTION  OF  THE 

SURPLUS. 

Mr.  BELL  then  asked  the  general  bonsent  of  the 
House  to  make  a  report  from  the  committee  of  confer* 
ence. 

Leave  being  granted, 

Mr.  BELL  rose  and  said:  Mr.  Speaker:  The  com- 
mittee of  cunfererice  appointed  on  the  part  of  this 
House  to  meet  a  aimilar  committee  appointed  by  the 
Senate,  on  their  motion,  upon  the  subject  of  the  disa- 
greeing votea  of  the  two  Houses  in  relation  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate  which  proposed  to  strike  out 
from  the  *'  bill  msking  appropriations  for  certain  fortifi- 
catitins  of  the  United  Statea  for  the  year  1837,  and  for 
other  purpoaes,"  that  clause  proposing  to  distribute  the 
surplus  revenue  on  the  lat  day  of  January  next,  report 


that  they  have  performed  the  duty  assigned  them,  and 
have  come  to  no  agreement.  Mr.  B.  therefore  felt  it 
hia  duty  to  report  this  fact  to  the  House,  that  it  might, 
if  it  chose,  at  this  period  of  the  sitting,  proceed  to  take 
such  other  steps  as  it  should  think  properi  and  he  now 
moved  that  the  House  do  adhere  to  their  disagreement. 

Mr.  H AWES  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this  mo- 
tion! which  Were  ordered. 

Mr.  CAVE  JOHNSON  moved  thst  the  House  recedei 
which  motion  took  precedence  of  the  other. 

Mr.  FRENCH  asked  for  the  yeaa  and  nay  a  on  this 
motion (  which  were  ordered,  and  were.:  Yeas  80,  nays 
98,  as  followsi 

Yeas — Messrs.  Anthony,  Ash,  Barton,  Beale,  Beau* 
mont,  Bockee,  Rovee,  Boyd,  Cambreleng,  Chapin, 
Craig,  Cranner,  Crsry,  Cu^hman,  Doubleday,  Drom- 
ffoole,  Diinlap,  Farlin,  Fowler,  Puller,  Galbraith,  J. 
Garland,  Gholson,  Grantland,  Hiilry,  J.  HhII,  Hamar, 
Hannegan,  A.  G.  Harrison,  Hswkin*,  Holt,  Howard, 
Huntington,  Huntsman,  In(»ham,  Jarvis,  C.  Johnson,  J. 
W.  Jones,  B.  Jones,  Lansing,  Lawler,  G.  Lee,  J.  Lee,  . 
Leonsrd,  LoysH,  Lucas,  A.  Mann,  W.  Mason,  M.  Ma- 
son, McKay,  McKeon,  McKim,  McLene,  Miller,  Muh- 
lenberg, Page,  Parks,  Patterson,  Fatten,  F.  Pierce,  D. 
J.  Pearce,  Phelps,  pinckney,  Joseph  Reynolds,  Rtgers, 
Shieldi*,  Shinn,  Sickles^  Smith,  Sprsgue,  Taylor, 
Thomas,  J.  Thomson,  Turrill,  Vanderpoel,  Ward, 
Wardwell,  T.  T.  Whittlesey,  Wise,  Yell— 80. 

Nats— Messrs.  Adams  C.  Allan,  H.  \llen.  Bell,  Bond, 
Borden,  Bouldin,  Bunch,  J.  Calhoon,  Campbell,  Carter, 
Casey,  J.  Chambers,  Childs,  N.  H.  Claiborne,  Clark, 
Connor,  Corwin,  Crane,  Gushing,  Dawaon,  Deberry, 
Denny,  Elmore,  Everett,  Forester,  French,  R.  Garland, 
Graham,  Granger,  Graves,  Grayson,  Griffin,  H.  Hall, 
Hard,  Hardin,  Harlan,  Harper,  S.  S.  Harrison,  Hawea» 
llaaeltine,  Hieater,  Herod,  Hopkina,  Howell,  Hunt,  In- 
geraoll,  Janes,  Jenifer,  H.  Johnson,  Kilgore,  Lane, 
Lawrence,  Lay,  L.  Lea,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Love,  Lyon, 
J.  Mann,  8.  Mason,  Maury,  May,  McCarly,  McComas, 
McKennan,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Montgomery,  Parka*,  J. 
A.  Pearce,  Pearson,  Pettigrew,  Peyton,  Phillips,  Picjc- 
ens,  Potts,  Reed,  Rencher,  John  Reynolds,  Richardson, 
Robertson,  W.  B.  Shepard,  A.  U.  Shepperd,  Slade, 
Standcfer,  Storer,  Sutherland,  Taliaferro,  W.  Thomp- 
son, Turner,  Underwood,  Vinton,  Washington,  White, 
E.  Whittlesey,  L.  Williams,  S.  Williams— 98. 

So  the  House  refused  to  recede. 

The  question  then  recurring  upon  the  motion  of  Mr. 
BsLL,  that  the  House  do  adhere  to  th|ir  disagreement 
to  the  Senate's  amendment —  ' 

Mr.  CAMIIRELENG  aaid,  as  this  was  the  last  vote 
that  could  be  taken  on  this  subject,  he  had  merely  to 
state  that,  if  the  House  adhered,  the  bill  was  lost. 
[Loud  cries  of  order!  order!  from  several  parts  of  the 
hallf  and  U  Mf.  C.  did  make  any  additional  remarks, 
his  voice  was  entirely  drowned  by  the  noise.] 

Mr.  GRANGER.  The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Waya  and  Meana  had  announced  that  thia  bill  was  lost  if 
the  House  adhered.     How  did  he  knuw  that? 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG.  I  have  the  assurance  from 
the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BELL  remarked  that  the  fi:entleman|s  decUration 
was  a  roost  extraordinary  one.  The  committee  of  three 
persons  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  or  any  number  of 
gentlemen  of  that  House,  might  think  that,  because  that 
committee  could  come  to  no  agreement,  the  body  it  rep; 
resented  might  not.  But  nothing  could  be  more  true 
than  that  the  committee  of  the  Senate  could  not  vote  for 
or  speak  for  the  whole  body  of  the  Senate,  or  even  f.  r 
a  majority  of  it.  They  apoke,  and  spoke  only,  their 
own  sentimentsi  the  same  as  the  committee  on  (he  part 
of  the  House  apoke  their  sentiments  as  a  committee. 
Neither  could  apeak  or  vole  for  the  whole  body  or  a 
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majority  of  it;  eire  why  the  necettity  of  »pprovmg,  dis- 
•pproving,  adopting^,  or  rejecting^  their  report? 

Whatever  conTemtions  might  btve  passed,  when  the 
two  commiltees  met,  among  the  members,  was,  and 
could  be,  of  course,  only  conjectural,  and  was,  t9  say 
the  least  of  it,  in  character  rather  gratuitous.  They 
could  not  pledge  themselves  for  the  vote  of  the  majority 
they  represented.  If,  however,  we  were  to  go  into 
reasoning  on  probabilities  of  what  mif^ht  be  the  result, 
Mr.  B.  would  say  there  was  a  possibility,  nay,  a  strong 
probability,  for  arriving  at  the  conclusion  that  a  suffi- 
cieiU  number  of  Senators  would  change  their  votes,  so  as 
to  recede,  as  he  trusted  they  would;  nevertheless,  he 
did  not  feel  himself  authorized  to  make  a  response  of 
this  description,  except-^in  answer  to  the  very  extraordi- 
nary declaration  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 
Mr.  B.  thought  it  due  to  the  Hnuse  that  it  should  sus- 
tain its  vote,  and  he  hoped  they  would  do  so.  It  was 
true  that  they  had  no  discourtesy  to  complain  of  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate,  but  still  it  was  that  body  which 
ought  now  to  recede.  The  House  were  the  representa* 
tives,  the  immediate  representatives,  of  the  great  body 
of  the  American  people;  and  its  solemn  opinion,  three 
times  expressed,  at  such  a  period  as  the  present  too,  by 
an  overwhelming  majority,  demanded  that  it  should  be 
treated  with  the  utmost  deference.  He  again  expressed 
his  earnest  hope  that  it  would  adhere. 

Mr.  ADAMS  inquired  if  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  was  in  order  in  referring  to  what  had  taken  place 
before  (he  committee  of  conference. 

The  CHAIll  (temporarily  occupied  by  Mr.  Ptxiigb, 
of  New  Hampshire)  »aid  the  point  ough^  to  have  be^n 
raised  at  the  time. 

Mr.  ADAMS  had  underatood  the  point  of  order  was 
made,  for  the  gentleman  waa  loudly  called  to  order; ^and 
Mr.  A.  held  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Speaker  at  ooce  to 
have  arreated  the  remarks. 

The  CHAIR  had  heard  no  gentleman  rise  in  his  place 
and  raise  the  point  of  order,  or  he  should  have  at  once 
entertained  it. 

>lr.  ADAMS.  Was  it  in  ordet  for  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  to  intimidate,  or  to  make  remarks  for 
the  purpoatf  of  intimidating,  the  memt>era  of  this  House 
in  (he  votes  they  might  be  about  to  give.' 

The  CHAIR  had  not  heard  any  "intimidation"  thrown 
out  by  the  member  from  New  York. 

Mr.  ADAMS  expressed  a  hope  that  no  member  would 
be  influenced  by  what  fell  from  the  diairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  CAMBRELENG  said,  gentlemen  might  take  the 
responsibility  of  losing  the  fortification  bill  if  they  pleas- 
ed. Upon  him  at  least  it  would  not  rest,  and  he  should 
vote  to  recede. 

Mr.  PEYTON  would  merely  call  (he  attention  of 
those  members  of  the  present  body  who  were  members 
of  the  last  Congreas.to  the  change  taken  place  in  the 
gentleman's  doctrines  since  then.  On  the  night  of  the 
3d  of  March,  when  the  memorable  three-million  ap- 
propriation was  lost,  the  doctrine  of  the  gentleman  then 
was  very  different  from  what  he  now  intimated,  and 
which  he  wished  to  impress  upon  the  House,  with  re- 
gard to  the  cou'se  taken  by  the  Senate.  What  language 
did*the  gentleman  then  hold?  What  was  then'  his  doc- 
trine? It  was  that  this  House  should  adhere,  even  if 
the  bill  should  be  lost,  and  the  country  left  defenceless 
against  the  apprehended  invasion  of  a  foreign  foe. 
I'hen  it  was  that  this  House  should  do  its  duty,  and  let 
the  odious  Senate  take  the  responsibility;  and  the  meas- 
ure was  lost.  Yes,  sir,  repeated  Mr.  P.,  such  was  his 
hnguage — lost  at  the  peril  of  all  the  dreadful  consequen- 
ces of  war,  and  every  thing  that  might  be  expected  from 
»  conflict  With  a  foreign  enemy,  according  to  the  gentle- 
man's estimate  of  the  then  perilous  condition  of  the  coun- 


try. «<  h»X  the  House  adhore,"  the  gentleman  then  vo- 
ciferated, **  and  let  the  Senate  assume  the  responsibility 
of  the  losa  of  the  foriifleatton  bill."  But  now,  the  majority 
of  that  body  having  changed,  the  gentleman's  doctrine 
has  chan'^ed  with  it.  Then,  if  the  Senate  adhered,  the 
responsibilhy  was  to  rest  upon  them;  now,  if  they  adhered, 
the  responsibility  wss  to  rest  upon  the  House. 

Mr.  P.  concluded  by  an  earnest  hope  that  the  Houm 
would  not  recede;  for  what  waa  the  effect  of  its  proposi* 
tion?  Why,  that  millions  upon  millions  of  money  would 
be  taken  from  the  Treasury,  or  rather  from  the  pet 
banks,  or  rather  from  the  grasp  of  the  dictator  and  coo* 
trolltr  v(  the  pet  banks,  and  distributed  amonf^the  peo- 
ple to  whom  it  belonged.  The  eff*ect  of  the  Senate's 
amendment,  waa  to  prevent  this  from  being  done.  That 
was  the  real  issue,  and  the  country  would  decide,  on 
that  issue,  where  the  responsibility  should  rest. 

Mr.  VANDERPOBL  thought  it  entirely  uaeleas  to  be 
indulging  in  recrimination  on  this  subject.  He  believed 
e^ery  man  had  made  up  his  mind,  and  was  willing  to  as- 
sume the  responsibility,  if  any  there  was,  or  would  be, 
in  this  matter.  For  hia  own  part,  he  was  perfectly  ready 
and  willing  to  take  bis  share  of  it.  He  had  voted 
•gainst  the  proposition  ipgrafted  on  this  bill  in  the  first 
instance,  because  it  contained  what  he  believed  to  be  a 
most  obnoxious  principle«^hat  of  distributitini  snd 
wl^ich,  in  bis  opinion,  counterbalanced  and  overbalanced 
all  the  benefits  of  the  fortification  bill.  He  waa  alao  wil* 
ling  to  vote  againat  it  again,  on  the  ssme  ground,  and  to 
assume  his  share  of  the  responsibility;  but,  believing  that 
speeches  would  make  no  converts,  he  hoped  the  ques- 
tion would  be  taken  without  further  debate. 

Mr.  LANE  said  it  was  not  his  intention  to  detain  the 
House  by  an  examination  of  the  principles  of  tfae  amend* 
menti  ha  had  voted  too  often  upon  the  stibject  Involved 
not  to  be  understood.  He  had  not  only  voted  for  the 
depnsile  bill  of  tlie  last  session,  but  had  taken  the  lead 
in  procuring  its  timely  conaideration.  He  had  voted,  in 
every  instance,  in  favor  of  the  amendment  upon  whtch 
we  are  now  called  to  vote  for  the  last  time. 

The  bill  called  the  deposite  bill  of  the  last  session 
sprang  from  a  leghimate  source,  from  one  of  the  stand- 
ing committees,  and  was  a  bill  connected  with  btit  a  sin- 
gle other  provision  near  of  kin.  It  was  known,  officially 
known,  that  a  large  surplus  had  and  would  accumulate 
in  the  Treasury,  beyond  the  wanta'of  the  Govemmenf, 
and  there  was  time  for  the  action  of  Cor.gress,  and  aa 
apparent  necessity  for  It.  Otherwise,  in  the  present 
case,  it  has  been  introduced  as  an  amendment  to  the 
fortification  bill— a  bill  upon  which  the  safety  of  our 
commerce,  our  cities,  our  people,  and  the  national  hon- 
or, depend— at  the  close  uf  the  sessioni  not  a  bill  of 
this  House,  but  of  the  Senate.  The  Senate  has  refu- 
sed to  concur.  This  Huuse  has  adhered.  The  Senate 
again  refuse  to  cohcur,  and,  in  all  due  courtesy*  has 
asked  a  committee  of  conference.  That  committee  fail 
to  agree;  >nd  it  now  remains  to  be  determined  whether 
.this  House  wt\\  recede <  if  it  does  not,  the  fortification 
bill,  so  important  to  the  defence  of  the  countrf.  muat 
fall. 

If  a  pertinacious  adherence  to  the  amendment  would 
save  the  amendment,  even  at  the  loss  of  the  fortification 
bill,  there  would  exist  some  reason  for  firmneas«  but 
the  disagreement  has  arrived  at  that  point  of  legutatioa 
which,  by  the  vote  nuw  to  be  taken  on  the  motion  to  re- 
cede, is  to  decide  the  fate  uf  both:  to  recede  is  to  pass 
the  fortification  bill-^to  refuse  is  the  loss  of  both.  1  his 
House  must  recede,  or  they  sleep  together. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  called  upon  honorable  members  to 
pause  and  reflect  before  they  gave  such  a  votei  a  vote 
that  would  not  only  put  a  atop  to  ail  tlie  public  works 
now  in  progress,  and  permit  them  to  fail  into  decay,  but 
blight  the  national  credit  and  honor  by  a  brescU  ol  na* 
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UoimI  faith.  Exutinff  cimtracta  must  be  violated,  for 
the  want  of  money  in  the  hands  of  the  Executire  to  ful« 
ft]  them. 

Sir,  (taid  Mr.  L.»)  when  does  the  amendment  propose 
to  deposite  the  surplus  revenue }  Not  until  January,  1838. 

Mr.  L.  said  be  would  eall  upon  honorable  members  to 
ny  if  any  necessity  existed  for  such  premature  action 
upon  the  sullfect  of  the  surplus  revenue.  The  amend* 
ment  prnpoaed  to  dtatrtbute  in  January,  1838,  before  it 
can  be  known  whether  there  will  be  any  to  distribute. 
A  war  with  Mexico,  or  a  protracted  one  with  the  Indian 
tribes,  and  it  would  all  be  swallowed  op  for  national  de- 
fence, duppoae  a  large  surplus  should  accumulate, 
there  will  be  ample  time  for  the  next  Conf^ress  to  act 
upon  the  subject  before  the  amendment,  if  adopted, 
could  take  effect.  Sir,  this  House  has  but  a  few  hours 
to  act{  the  next  Congress  will  hive  a  month.  From  es- 
timatea  laid  before  them,  they  will  be  able  to  act  advi- 
sedly upon  the  aabjeet. 

Sir,  it  has  been  said  by  honorable  members,  («nd  is 
this  the  only  argument  put  forth  for  this  obstintte  adhe- 
sion to  the  amendment.')  that  unless  it  shall  be  adopted, 
the  money  will  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive 
and  the  pet  bankt,  to  corrupt  and  purchase  the  banks 
and  the  people.  Are  gentlemen  prepared  to  rest  their 
bonor  and  integrity  tipon  auch  an  argument — an  argu- 
ment contradicted  by  the  very  amendment  it  is  urged  to 
aostatnf  Suppose  the  amendment  ahould  be  adopted, 
will  it,  can  if,  have  the  slightest  influence  upon  the  mnn« 
ey  in  the  Treasury,  before  the  1st  of  January,  1838 f 
Will  there  be  one  dollar  more  or  less  in  the  handf  of  the 
Executive  F  Will  it  change  the  surplus  one  single  far- 
thing T  Surely  not|  there  is  no  such  provision  in  the 
BiBendmeatt  to  contend  for  such  a  propoattion  would  be 
more  than  folly-— it  would  be  madness  itself.  Is  there  an 
bonurable  gentleman  upon  this  floor  who  will  rise  and 
say  that  it  would  produce  the  slightest  change  in  the 
amount  of  money  in  the  Treasury <  the  place  to  be  de- 
posited i  the  use  which  may  be  made  of  it;  that  it  would 
leave  it  lesa  in  the  power  or  control  of  the  Executive 
branch  of  the  Government,  whose  duty  it  is  to  take 
charge  of  it?  If  any  such  gentleman  has  a  seat  upon  this 
floor,  (Mr.  Ln  said,)  he  called  upon  him  to  riae  and 
state  in  what  particular  such  change  would  take  place. 
Mo  one  baa  been  found  to  reapond)  the  proposition  is 
then  conceded  by  all.  Is  it,  then,  not  our  duty  to  recede, 
and  permit  the  fortification  bill  to  become  a  law,and  leave 
the  surplus  revenue,  if  any,  in  the  handa  of  the  next 
Congress,  to  dispose  of  in  such  manner  as  in  their  judg- 
ment shall  be  best  calculated  to  promote  the  public  in- 
terest? They  will  have  time  and  estimates  before  them, 
aod  act  knowingly  upon  the  subject. 

For  tlieae  reasons,  (said  Mr.  L.,)  he  should  vote  to  re- 
cede, snd  called  upon  the  friends  of  the  fortification  bill 
to  follow  his  example*  % 

Mr.  1«.  said,  before  he  took  his  seat,  he  desired  to  be 
distinctly  understood  as  not  having  changed  his  opinion 
upon  the  subject  of  a  surplus  revenue.  That  while  he 
was  fully  perMi»ded  in  hia  own  mind  that  to  pasa  a  law 
for  the  purpose  of  collecting  a  greater  revenue  from  the 
people  than  was  necesssry  for  the  reasonable  and  just 
expenditures  of  the  Government  would  be  unjust,.op- 
pressive,  and  unconstitutional,  he  was  free  to  state  he 
bad  no  doulK  of  the  propriety,  nay,  the  duty  of  Congress, 
when  by  existing  laws  there  shall  be  thrown  into  the 
Treasury  more  than  is  required  fur  ihe  purposes  afore- 
•aid,  to  return  it  back  to  ttie  people,  in  such  manner  as 
ia  beat  calculated  to  promote  the  interests  of  all.  To 
conclude,  (»aid  Mr.  L.,)  ahould  he  be  honored  with  a 
seal  In  the  next  Congress,  and  a  surplus  revenue  found 
in  the  Treasury  beyond  the  wants  of  the  Government, 
so  far  as  it  depended  upon  his  vote,  it  should  be  acted 
upua  igLmeet  the  just  expectvtions  of  his  constituents. 


Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  expressed  a  hope  that  thia 
question  waa  not  to  be  debated  again  at  this  late  houri 
and  he  therefore  demanded  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  GLASCOCK.  I  second  the  motion,  for  I  do  hope 
that  it  will  not  be  debated  any  more. 

Mr.  WISE  having  called  for  a  division  of  the  House 
by  tellers, 

The  demand  for  the  previous  question  was  then  sec'^ 
onded  by  the  House:  Yeaa  135(  and  the  main  question 
was  ordered,  without  a  division. 

Mr.  BRIGGS  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  main 
question!  which  were  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas  107, 
nays  87,  as  follows: 

Ybas— Messrs.  Adams,  C.  Allan,  H.  AHen,  Batley, 
Bell,  Bond,  Borden,  Bouldin,  Briggs,  Bunch,  J.  Cal« 
boon,  W.  B.  Calhoun,  Campbell,  Carter,  Casey,  George 
Chambers,  John  Chambers,  Childs,  N.  II.  Claiborne, 
Clark,  Connor,  Ct>rwin,  Crane,  Cushing,  Dawson,  De* 
berry,  Uenny,  Elmore,  Evans,  Everett,  Foresterr  Pow« 
ler,  French,  K.  Gsrl-jnd,  Grsham,  Granger,  Graves, 
Grayaon,  Grennell,  Griffin,  H.  Hall,  Hard,  Hardin,  Hsr* 
Ian,  Harper,  llawe*,  Hazehine,  Hieater,  Herod,  Hoar, 
Hopkins,  Howell,  Hunt,  Ingersoll,  W.  Jackson,  Janes, 
Jenifer,  H.  Johnson,  Kilgore,  Lawrence,  Lay,  T.  Lee, 
L.  Les,  Lewis,  Lincoln,  Love,  Lyon,  J.  Mann,  S.  Ma* 
aon,  Maury,  May,  McCarty,  McComas,  McKennan,  Mc« 
Lene,  Mercer,  Milligan,  Montgomery,  Parker,  J.  A* 
Hearce,  Pearson,  Pettigrew,  Peyton,  Phillips,  Pickens, 
Potts,  Reed,  Kencher,  John  Reynolds,  Richardson,  Rob- 
ertson, W.  B.  Shepard,  A.  H.  Shepperd,  Slade,  Stande* 
fer,  dtorer,  Sutherland,  Taliaferro,  W.  Thompson,  Tur- 
ner, Underwood,  Vinton,  Washington,  White,  E.  Whit- 
tlesey, L.  Willitms,  S.  WillUms— 107. 

NAva— Messrs.  Anthony^  Ash,  Bsrton,  Beaumont, 
Black,  Bockee,  Bovee,  Boyd,  Burna,  Bynum,  Cambrel* 
eng.  Chapman,  Chapin,  Craig,  Cramer,  Crary,  Cushman, 
Doubleday,  Dromgoole,  Duiilsp,  Fairfield,  Farlin,  Fuller, 
J.  Garland,  Gholson,  Glascock,  Graniland,  Haley,  Hamer, 
Hannegan,  A.  O.  Harrison,  Hawkins,  Haynes,  Holt, 
Hawaii,  Hubley,  Huntington,  Huntaman,  Ingham,  J. 
Johnaon,  C.  JohnsonfJ.  W.  Jones,  Kennon,  Lane,  Lan- 
sing, Lawler,  G.  Lee,  J.  Lee,  Leonard,  Logan,  Loyal*, 
LuciiS,  A.  Mann,  Martin,  W.  Mftaon,  M.  Mason,  McKay, 
McKeon,  McRtm,  MtUer,  Muhlenberg,  Page,  Parks, 
Patterson,  Fatten,  F.  Pierce,  D.  J.  Pearce,  Phelp?, 
Pinckney,  Joseph  Reynolda,  Rogers,  Stiinn,  Stckles, 
Smith,  Sprague,  Taylor,  Thomas,  J.  Thomson,  Turrill, 
Vanderpoel,  Wsgener,  Ward,  Wardwell,  Webster,  T. 
T.  Whittlesey,  Wise,  Yell— 87. 

So  the  House  determined  to  adhere  to  Its  disagree- 
ment to  the  Senate's  amendmenti  and  a  meassge  waa 
sent  to  that  body,  by  its  Clerk,  notifying  them  of  the 
fact. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  then  asked  leave  to  submit 
a  motion  to  dischsrge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  increase  of 
the  army.  Though  he  was  in  favor,  he  said,  of  the  bill, 
yet,  being  well  assured  it  would  occupy  the  whole  resi- 
due of  this  session,  he  would,  for  the  purpose  of  pro* 
ceeding  to  other  business,  move  to  discharge  the  Com* 
mittee  of  the  Whole  from  the  further  constderstion  of 
that  bill,  for  the  purpose  of  laying  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CALHOON,  of  Kentucky,  objected,  and  conse- 
quently the  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
again(  and  Mr.  Hawks,  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  gave 
way  to 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  on  whose  motion  the  above 
bill  was  laid  aaide,  not  to  be  reported  to  the  House: 
Yeaa  80,  nays  44. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  the  commit- 
tee took  up  the  bill  for  the  appointment  of  commission- 
ers to  adjust  the  claims  to  land  under  the  treaty  of  1833, 
with  the  Choctaw  Indians. 


2155 


GALES  &  BEATON'S  REGISTER 


2156 


H.  or  R.] 


Creek  Beaervaiions — Commerce  and  Namgaiion^ 


[Masch  3, 18S7. 


There  being  no  motion  to  fttnend,  the  bill  wu  Uid 
as'de,  to  be  reported  to  the  House. 

The  committee  then  took  up  ihe  bill  authorising  the 
relinquishment  of  the  16tb  section  for  the  use  of  acbuolsi 
•nd  the  entry  of  other  lands  in  lieu. 

Mr.  SHIELDS  moved  an  amendment  providing  that 
certain  p«iblic  Unda  in  the  State  of  Tennessee  shall  be 
«  ceded  to  the  Stute,  on  conditions  therein  prescribed. 

After  some  remarks  bv  Messrs.  SHIELDS,  6 H OL- 
SON, HARDIN,  DUNLAP,  and  WILLIAMS  of  North 
Carolina, 

Mr.  MANN,  of  New  York,  moved  to  lay  the  bill  aside. 

Mr.  GHOLSON  inquired  if  this  motion  was  in  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN  decided  that  it  was  in  order. 
•  Mr.  GHOLSON  appesledfrom  that  decision;  and,  aAer 
.  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  GHOLSON,  SHIELDS, 
LOVE,  and  CRAIG,  the  appeal  was  withdrawn,  and  the 
motion  to  lay  the  bill  aside  was  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive: Teas  92,  nays  40. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SUTHERLAND,  the  committee 
rose  and  reported  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
light'housest  light-boats,  &c.,  and  the  bill  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  commissioners  to  adjust  the  claims  to  land 
under  the  treaty  with  the  Choctaw  Indians. 

The  Speaker  having  resumed  the  chair,  the  bill  in 
relation  to  the  Choctaw  Indians  was  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

The  House  then  took  up  and  concurred  in  the  amend- 
menta  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  the  light-house 
bill. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  moved  the  previous  question; 
which  was  seconded  by  the  House,  and  ibe  main  ques- 
tion ordered. 

Mr.  STORER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill)  which  werr  ordered,  and  were:  Yeas 
108,  nays  60. 
.  So  the  bill  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOWARD,  the  House  took  up  the 
bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  **  An  act  to  continue  in 
force,  for  a  limited  lime,  the  set  entitled  an  act  to  csrry 
into  effect  a  convention  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain;"  and  the  aarae  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  a  more  equi- 
table administration  of  the  navy  pension  fund  having 
been  returned  to  the  Senate  with  an  amendment,  that 
body  had  sent  it  back,  disagreeing  with  the  amendment 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  JAUVIS  moved  that  the  Hduse  insist  upon  its 
Amendment. 

Mr.  WISE  opposed  the  motion;  Messrs.  PARKER 
•nd  JaUVIS  sustained  it. 

Mr.  WISE  moved  that  the  House  recede  from  its 
amendment;  which  motion  was  disagreed  to;  and  the 
motion  to  insist  was  agreed  to. 

CREEK  RESERVATIONS. 

The*'  bill  to  authorize  and  sunction  sslesof  Creek  res- 
ervations under  the  treaty  of  1833"  was  then  taken  up. 

Mr.  VINTON  opposed  the  bill,  and  moved  to  lay  it 
aside;  which  motion  was  warmly  opposed  by 

Mr.  LEWIS,  who  made  a  brief  explanation  of  its  pro- 
visions and  showed  the  justice  and  necessity  of  its  pas- 
sage, for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians  themselves,  as 
well  SB  the  whites,  when 

Mr.  Vistoh's  motion  was  disagreed  to  without  a 
division. 

Mr.  HARDIN  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  «  wid- 
ows and  administrators,"  in  the  aectton  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  confirm  such  salea  as 
were  made  by  them;  but  subsequently  modified  his  mo- 
tion so  aa  to  strike  out  the  whute  of  the  second  section, 
applying:  to  the  sales  by  widows,  children,  heirs,  &c. 

Mr.  BELL  gave  an  ezplauation  of  the  reuon  which 


had  induced  the'  Committee  on  Indian  AflTairs  to  insert 
that  section,  (and  aaid  it  was  a  most  complicated  ques- 
tion,^ so  ak  to  steer  between  the  apparently  or  obviously 
conflicting  provisions  of  the  Creek  treaty  and  the  laws 
of  Alabama. 

Mr.  LEWIS  explained  that  the  object  of  this  bill  was 
to  harmonize  the  conflicting  provisions  referred  to,  snd 
the  very  section '  proposed  to  be  stricken  out  had  been 
inserted  for  the  express  purpose  of  protecting  the 
rights  of  the  Indians. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  section  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  VINTON  aubmitted  a  proviso  that  the  lands 
should  not  be  sold  for  less  than  $1  35  per  acre.  Losti 
Yeas  48  nays  82. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHAPIN,  the  committee  then  rose 
and  reported  the  foregoing  and  several  other  bills  which 
had  passed  through  Committees  of  the  Whole  to  the 
House. 

The  bill  to  grant  half  pay  to  widows  and  orphans 
whose  husbands  and  fathera  have  died  of  wounds  re- 
ceived in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States  being 
taken  up — 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table.  Lost, 
without  a  ct'Unt. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  authorize  and  aanction  the  sale  of  Cteek 
reservations  being  on  its  third  reading, 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  tabic,  and  aiked 
for  the  yeas  and  naya,  hut  the  House  refused  to  order 
them;  and  the  motion  being  decided  in  the  negative,  the- 
bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  **  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  the  public  vessels  to  cruise  upon  the 
eoast  in  the  winter  seaaon,  and  to  relieve  distressed 
pavigktors." 

The  Clerk  was  proceeding  to  read  the  aboTe  bill, 
when 

Mr.  WISE  rose  and  raised  the  question  that  it  wss 
13  o'clock  at  night,  a  period  when  many  gentlemen  had 
decUred  it  aa  their  conscientious  opinion  that  the  con- 
stitutional existence  of  that  body  ceased,  though  he  did 
not,  for  he  thought  their  powers  remained  till  12  o*clock 
M.  of  the  4th. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Messrs.  CHAM- 
BERS of  Kentucky,  WISE,  and  DROMGOOLE, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  the  committee 
rose  and  reported. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  a  committee  was  then  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  the  House,  in  conjunction  with 
such  committee  as  the  Senate  may  appoint,  to  wait  upon 
the  President,  and  notify  him  that  unlesa  he  has  some 
other  communication  to  make,  the  two  Houses  are  ready 
to  adjourn. 

A  mess^e  was  also  sent  to  the  Seiiate,  informing  that 
body  that  the  House  was  ready  to  adjourn. 

COMMERCE  AND  NAVIGATION. 

The  SPEAKER  hid  before  the  House  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  a 
report,  by  which  it  appears  that  the  atatementa  in  rela- 
tion to  commerce  and  navigation  are  abo^t  being  finally 
closed,  but  will  not  be  done  in  time  enough  to  transmit 
to  the  House  before  its  adjournment,  and  suggesting  the 
propriety  of  authorizing  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  have  them  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PHILLIPS,  this  report  was  laid  on 
the  table,  and  ten  thousand  extra  copies  of  the  annual 
report  on  commerce  and  navigation  were  ordered  to  be 
printed.  ' 

Several  other  communicationa  from  the  heads  of  de- 
partments were  also  Uid  on  the  table  by  the  Speaker, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
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ABSENT  MEMBERS  EXCUSED. 

Hr.  GUSHING  rose  and  said  that  during  the  call  of 
the  House«  on  the  night  of  the  27th  instant,  be  had  voted 
Against  the  motion  of  bis  colleague  [\1r.  Adams]  for  the 
unconditional  excuse  of  those  absent  members  who 
came  in  at  the  summons  of  the  Sergeant-at-arms.  He  did 
BO  under  the  expectation  that  the  call  was  to  be  carried 
through,  and  all  absent  members  treated  alike.  But 
the  call  had  been  suspended i  and  it  was  unju8t*tbat  the 
members  who  voluntarily  appeared,  and  thus  enabled 
the  House  to  go  on  with  its  business,  should  be  singled 
out  for  punishment,  while  others,  who  refused  to  come 
in,  were  left  untouched.  And  he  conceived  that  a  gen- 
eral act  of  smnesty,  at  this  the  closing  hour  of  the  pres- 
ent Congress,  was  due  to  the  mutual  good  feeling  of  the 
members  of  the  House. 

Whereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  G.,  the  House  re- 
considered the  vote  by  which  certain  members,  brought 
beftire  the  House  during  the  call  of  the  37th,  bad  been 
excused  on  condition  of  paying  feest  and  the  vote  being 
again  taken,  they  were  excused  without  condition. 

Mr.  SMITH,  from  the  joint  committee  appointed  to 
wait  on  the  President,  and  inform  him  that  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  having  finished  the  business  before 
them,  were  now  ready  the  adjourn,  unless  he  had  some 
further  communication  to  make,  reported.that  they  bad 
performed  the  duty  assigned  to  them,  and  were  an- 
swered by  the  President,  that  he  had  no  other  official 
communication  to  make,  but  that  he  bad  charged  them 
to  say  that  it  was  the  wish  of  his  heart  that  each  mem- 
ber of  Congress  might  enjoy  health  and  prosperity  in 
this  ^vorld,  and  happiness  in  the  world  to  come* 

Mr.  PATTON  moved  that  this  Houke  adjourn  nne  Ot. 

SPEAKER'S  ADDRESS. 

The  SPEAKER  then  rose  and  addressed  the  House  as 
follows: 

CwTLXfttv:  The  twenty-fourth  Congress  has  now 
closed  its  deliberations,  and,  being  about  to  be  dissolved, 
I  seise  the  moment  of  our  separation  to  return  to  this 
House  my  profound  acknowledgments  for  the  many 
evidences  I  have  had  of  your  indulgent  kindness,  and 
generous  confidence  and  support,  during  the  period  I 
have  presided  over  your  deliberations^  but  more  espe- 
cislly  do  1  return  to  you  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  vote 
)'ou  have  been  pleased  this  day  to  pass,  approving  my 
off\cial  conduct  in  the  chair.  No  language,  gentlemen, 
can  adequately  convey  the  deep  sense  of  gratitude  which 
this  testimonial  of  your  gciod  opinion  has  excited  in  my 
breast.  The  grstification  which  it  has  afforded  is  the 
greater,  because  the  resolution  which  you  have  passed 
conveys  the  voluntary  and  deliberately  expressed  opin- 
ions of  gentlemen,  with  many  of  whom  I  have  been  long 
associated  here,  all  of  whom  have  been  the  eyewitnesses 
of  my  conduct  as  the  presiding  officer  of  this  House,  and 
whose  friendship,  esteem,  and  confidence,  I  shall  cherish 
to  the  latest  hour  of  my  life. 

I  entered  upon  the  duties  of  this  high  station  «ith  a 
full  sense  of  the  responsibility  which  must  of^en  devolve 
upon  me,  and  with  ttie  fixed  purpose,  if  1  know  my  own 
heart,  ao  to  discharge  those  duties  ss  t#  merit  the  re- 
spect and  good  opinion  of  this  House  and  the  sp proba- 
tion of  the  country.  1  hsve  had  no  other  desire  than 
^  that  the  rules  and  parliamentary  Uws  by  which  our  pro- 
ceedings are  regulated  should  be  properly  expounded 
and  correctly  administered.  It  is  due  to  candor  to  say 
that  the  steady  and  unwavering  support  which  you 
have  upon  all  occasions  given  me  has  alone  enabled  me 
successfully  to  discharge  the  duties  assigned  me.a  The 
anxiety  and  solicitude  which  I  have  often  felt,  snd  es- 
pecially in  seasons  of  great  political  excitement,  from 
which  our  deliberatlona  have  not  been  exempt,  to  per- 
form 9y  duty,  DOt  only  with  faithfulness,  but  acceptably 


to  the  House  and  to  the  country,  can  be  known  and  ap- 
preciated only  by  him  who  has  filled  this  chair.  Amidst 
the  embarrassments  and  difficulties  which  have  oAen 
surrounded  me,  it  hss  given  me  pleasure,  upon  all  occa- 
sions, to  court  the  advice  and  correction  of  the  House  if 
I  erred;  and  it  is  a  source  of  the  highest  gratification  to 
me  to  know  that,  upon  the  numerous  occasions  when  the 
House  has  been  sppealed  to  to  affirm  or  reverse  the  offi- 
cial decisions  which  it  was  my  duty  to  make,  you  have 
promptly  given  me  your  support.  1  am  not  vain  enou(^h 
to  believe  that  I  have  passed  through  the  many  trying 
occasions  which  have  occurred  in  the  course  of  our  de- 
liberations, during  which  many  difficult  and  often  novel 
questions  of  parliamentary  law  and  practice  have  been 
suddenly  presented  for  instantaneous  decision,  without 
having  often  fallen  into  error.  If,  however,  I  have  er- 
red, 1  trust  it  has  not  been  on  points  material i  I  know  it 
has  not  been  intentionaU  and  the  approbation  of  my  offi-, 
eial  conduct  which  you  have  this  day  expressed  affords 
the  highest  proof  that  you  have  generously  overlooked 
my  errors,  and  done  more  than  justice  to  the  unwearied 
efforts  I  have  made  to  merit  your  good  opinion,  and,  so 
far  as  depended  on  my  official  acts,  to  promote  thi  in- 
terests of  our  constituents. 

If,  gentlemen,  in  the  course  of  our  deliberations  as  the 
representatives  of  the  nation,  there  has  been  occasional 
excitement  or  feeling,  growing  out  of  political  collisions, 
the  natural  offspring  of  honest  differences  of  opinion, 
now'  that  we  are  about  to  separate,  many  of  us  never 
again  to  meet  in  this  hall,  or  •*  this  side  thf  grave,'*  may 
we  not  hope  that  all  recollection  of  unpleassnt  incidents 
that  sre  passed  may  be  forgotten,  and  that  each  one  of 
us,  whatever  may  be  his  future  destiny,  may  devote 
himself  to  the  advancement  of  the  best  interests  of  our 
country.  In  taking  leave  of  ynu,  gentlemen,  I  wish  you 
a  safe  return  to  your  familiea  and  friendsi  and  my 
prayer  is,  that  the  blessings  of  an  overruling  Providence 
may  rest  upon  all. 

And  now  It  only  remains  for  me  to  perform  the  last 
duty  assigned  me,  by  the  adjournment  of  this  House « 
and,  accordingly,  I  announce  that  this  House  stands  ad- 
journed without -day. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


OmCIAL — lEOK  TBI  OLOBB. 


Retuom  of  Pruident  Jaektonfor  not  acting  dp 
an  the  iili  entitkd  **Anaet  designating  ana  Umiting 
the  funds  receivable  for  the  revenues  of  the  Unitea 
States." 

The  bill  f^oro  the  Senate  entitled  **  An  act  designa- 
ting and  limiting  the  funds  receivable  for  the  revenues 
of  the  United  States"  came  to  my  hands  yesterday,  at  t«o 
o'clock  p.  M.  On  perusing  it,  1  found  its  provisions  so 
complex  and  uncertain,  that  I  deemed  it  necesssry  to 
obtain  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United 
States  on  several  important  questions,  touching  its  con- 
struction and  effect,  before  1  could  decide  on  the  dispo- 
sition to  be  made  of  it.  The  Attorney  GenersI  took  up 
the  subject  immediately,  and  his  reply  was  reported  to 
me  this  dsy,  at  five  o'clock  P.  M.  As  this  officer,  after  a 
careful  snd  laborious  examination  of  the  bill,  and  a  dis- 
tinct  expresaion  of  hia  opmion  on  the  pointa  proposed  to 
him,  still  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  construction  of 
the  bill,  should  it  become  a  law,  would  be  yet  a  subject 
of  much  perplexity  and  doubt,  (a  view  of  the  bill  entirely 
coincideiit  with  my  own,)  and  as  I  cannot  think  it  proper, 
in  a  matter  of  such  interest  and  of  such  conslant  appli- 
cation, to  approve  a  bill  so  liable  to  diversity  of  inter- 
pretations, and  more  especially  as  I  have  not  had  time, 
amid  the  duties  constantly  pressing  on  mr,  to  give  the 
subject  tlist  debliberate  consideration  which  its  impor- 
tance demands,  I  am  constrained  to  retain  the  bill,  with- 
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out  acting  definitively  thereon;  and  to  the  end  that  my 
reasooa  for  this  atep  may  be  fully  understood,  I  shall 
caaae  this  paper,  with  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, and  the  bill  in  question,  to  be  deposited  in  the  De- 
partment of  State. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

WisBfVeToir,  March  3,  1837,  i  before  13  P.  if. 

*  ATTonirxT  Gbhxbal's  Omca, 

March  3,  1837. 

Sie:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  the  aeveral  ques- 
tions proposed  to  me  by  you,  on  the  bill  which  has  just 
passed  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  entitled  **  An  act 
deaigTiating  and  limiting  the  funds  recdvabU  for  the  reve^ 
nuea  of  the  United  States,'*  aird  which  is  now  before  you 
for  cunsideratipn.  These  questions  may  be  arranged  un- 
.der  three  general  heads,  and,  in  that  order,  I  ahall  pro- 
ceed to  reply  to  them. 

*'  1.  Will  the  proposed  bill,  if  approved,  repeal  or 
alter  the  laws  now  in  force  designating  the  currency  re- 

Jluired  to  be  received  in  payment  of  the  public  dues, 
or  lands  or  otherwise f 

**  Will  it  compel  the  Treasury  officers  to  receive  the 
notes  of  specie-paying  banks,  having  the  characteristics 
described  in  its  first  and  second  aectiona? 

**  In  what  respect  does  it  differ  from,  and  how  far  will 
it  change,  the  joint  resolution  of  April  30,  ISSd?** 

^Answer.  In  order  to  a  correct  reply  to  this  question, 
and  indeed  to  any  other  question  arising  on  this  obscure- 
ly ^penned  bill,  we  roust  first  obtain  a  general  view  of 
all  its  provisions. 

The  first  section  requires  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury  to  take  measures  for  collecting  the  public  revenue; 
firat,  in  the  legal  currency  of  the  United  States,  (i.  e. 
gold  and  silvero  or,  second,  in  the  notes  of  such  specie- 
paying  banks  as  shall,  from  time  to  time,  conform  to  cer- 
tain conditions  in  regard  to  small  bills,  described  in  the 
section.  This  section  does  not  expressly  give  the  Sec- 
retary power  to  direct  that  any  particular  notes  ehalt  be 
received  for  landa  or  for  duties,  but  it  forbids  the  re- 
ceipt of  any  paper  currency  oiher  than  such  bank  notes 
as  are  described  in  the  section;  and  it  requires  the  Sec- 
retary to  adopt  measures,  in  his  discretion,  to  effectuate 
that  prohibition. 

The  second  section  extends  the  prohibition  still  further, 
by  forbidding  the  re^ipt  of  any  notes  which  the  banks 
in  which  they  are  to  be  deposited  shall  not,  under  the 
supervision  and  control  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, agree  to  pass  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States  as 
eashi  to  which  is  added  a  proviso,  authorising  the  Sec- 
retary to  withdraw  the  public  depositea  from  any  bank 
which  shall  refuse  to  receive  as  cash,  from  the  United 
States,  any  notes  receivable  under  the  law,  which  such 
bank  receives,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business,  on 
general  deposite. 

The  third  and  hit  section  allows  the  receipt,  as  here- 
tofore, of  land  scrip  and  Treasury  certificates  for  public 
lands,  and  forbids  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  make 
any  discrimination  in  the  funds  receivable  (other  than 
such  as  results  from  the  receipt  of  land  scrip  or  Treasu- 
ry certificHtcs)  between  the  different  branches  of  the 
public  revenue. 

From  this  analys's  of  the  bill,  it  appears  that,  so  far  as 
regards  bank  notes,  the  bill  designates  and  limits  their 
rcceiviibleness  fur  the  revenues  of  the  United  Stales: 
first,  by  forbidding  the  receipt  of  any  except  such  as 
have  all  the  characteristics  described  in  the  first  ami 
aecood  sections  of  the  bill;  and,  secondly,  by  restraining 
the  Secretary  uf  the  Treasury  from  making  any  discrim- 
ination, in  this  respect,  between  the  different  branches 
of  the  public  revenue.  In  this  way  the  bill  performs, 
to  a  ctriain  extent,  the  office  of  "deaignating  and  lim- 


iting the  funds  receivable  fur  the  revenues  of  the  United 
States,"  as  mentioned  in  its  title;  but  it  would  seem, 
from  what  has  been  stated,  that  it  is  only  in  this  way  that 
any  such  office  is  performed.  This  impression  will  be 
fully  confirmed  as  we  proceed. 

The  bill,  should  it  be  approved,  will  be  supplementa- 
ry to  the  laws  now  in  force,  relating  to  the  same  subject! 
but  as  it  contains  no  repealing  clause,  no  provision  of 
those  former  laws,  except  such  as  may  be  plainly  repug* 
nant  to  the  present  bill,  will  be  repealed  by  it. 

The  existing  laws  embraced  in  the  above  questioiii 
and  applicable  to  the  subject,  are — 

1st.  jU  to  the  duties  on  goods  imported. — The  74(h 
section  of  the  collection  law  of  the  2d  of  March,  1799, 
the  first  part  of  which,  re-enacting,  in  this  respect,  tlie 
act  of  the  31st  of  July,  1789,  provides  ••  that  all  duties  and 
fees  to  be  collected  shall  be  payable  in  money  of  ih 
United  States^  or  in  foreign  gold  and  silver  coins,  at  the 
following  rates,"  &c.  The  residue  of  the  section,  as  to 
rates,  baa  been  altered  by  subsequent  laws,  and  the 
clause  quoted  was  varied  during  the  existence  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  notes  of  which  were  ex- 
pressly made  receivable  in  all  payments  to  the  United 
States,  and  during  the  existence  of  the  act  making 
Treasury  notes  receivable,  by  such  acts;  but  in  no  other 
respect  has  it  ever  been  repealed. 

2d.  Js  to  public  lands.^The  general  land  taw  of  the  lOtb 
of  May,  1800,  aection  5,  provided  that  no  lands  should 
be  sold,  *'  at  either  public  or  private  sale,  for  less  than  two 
dollars  per  acre,  and  payment  may  be  made  fur  the  sa^ne, 
by  all  purchasers,  either  in  specie  or  in  evideneea  of  the 
public  debt  of  the  United  States,  at  the  rates  prescribed^' 
by  a  prior  law.  This  provision  wasi  varied  by  the  acts 
relative  to  Treasury  notes  and  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  in  like  manner  as  above  mentioned.  The  second 
section  of  the  general  land  law  of  the  34th  of  April* 
1820,  abrogated  the  allowance  of  credita  on  the  aale  of 
public  lan(U  after  the  1%X  day  of  July  then  nextf  required 
every  purchaser  at  public  sale  to  make  complete  pay- 
ment on  the  day  of  purchasei  and  the  purchaser  at  pri- 
vate sale  to  produce  to  the  legister  a  receipt  from  the 
Treasurer  or  the  United  States,  or  from  the  receiver  of 
the  district,  for  the  amount  of  the  purchase  money. 
The  proviao  to  the  4th  aection  of  the  aame  law.enacted, 
in  reapect  to  reverted  lands,  snd  landa  remaining  ur- 
sold,  that  they  should  not  be  sold  for  less  price  than  one 
dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  *'nor  on  any  other 
terms  than  that  of  cash  payment."  Thia  latter  act  has 
been  further  modified  by  the  act  allowing  Virginia  land 
scrip  to  be  received  in  payment  for  public  lands. 

3d.  Jls  to  both  duties  and  lands. — The  joint  resolution 
of  tbe  30th  of  April,  1816,  provides  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  "be  required  and  directed  to  adopt 
auch  measurea  i^s  he  may  deem  necessary  to  cause,  as 
aoon  as  may  be,  all  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  sums  of  mo- 
ney, accruing  or  becoming  payable  to  the  United  Spates, 
to  be  collected  and  paid  in  the  legal  currency  of  the 
United  States,  or  Treasury  notes,  or  notes  of  the  Bank 
^f  the  United  States,  as  by  law  provided  and  declared, 
or  in  notes  of  banks  which  are  payable  and  paid  on  de* 
mand  in  the  said  legal  currency  of  the  United  Stalest 
and  that,  from  and  after  the  20th  day  of  February  next, 
no  such  duties,  taxes,  debts,  or  stims  of  money,  accru- 
ing or  becoming  payable  to  the  United  States,  aa  afore- 
said, ought  to  be  collected  or  received  otherwise  than 
in  the  legal  currency  of  the  United  States,  or  Treasury 
notes,  or  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  in 
notes  of  banks  which  are  payable  and  paid  on  demand 
in  the  legal  currency  of  the  United  States."  According 
to  the  opinion  given  by  me,  as  a  member  of  |;pur  cabi- 
net, in  the  month  of  July  last,  and  to  which  I  still  acf- 
here,  this  resolution  was  mandatory  only  sa  it  respected 
the  legal  currency  of  the  United  Statesy  Treasury  notes, 
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and  notea  of  the  Bink  of  the  United  States;  and  in  re- 
spect to  the  notes  of  Ibe  State  banks,  though  papble 
and  paid  in  apecie>  was  percnissive  merelyt  in  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Secretary;  and  in  accordance  with  this  opinion 
has  been  the  practic*!  construction  given  to  the  resolu- 
tion by  the  Treasury  Department.  It  ia  known  to  30U, 
however,  that  distinguished  namea  have  been  vouched 
for  the  opinion  that  the  resolution  was  mandatory  as  to 
the  notes  of  all  specie-paying  banks;  that  the  debtor 
had  the  right,  at  hia  option,  to  make  payment  in  such 
notesf  and  that,  if  tendered  by  him,  the  Treasury  offi- 
cers had  no  discretion  to  refuse  them. 

It  is  thus  seen  that  the  Uwa  uow  in  force,  so  far  as 
they  poaitiviiy  enjoin  the  receipt  of  any  particular  cur- 
rency in  payment  of  the  public  dues,  are  confined  to 
gold  and  ailver,  except  that  In  cerHain  casea  Virginia  land 
scrip  and  Treasury  certificates  are  directed  to  be  receiv- 
ed on  the  sale  of  public  lands.  In  my  opinion,  there  is 
nothing  in  the  bill  before  me  repugnant  to  those  lawa. 
The  bill  does  not  expressly  declare  and  enact  that  any 
particular  species  of  currency  »haU  be  reeeivabie  in  pay- 
ment of  the  public  revenue.  On  the  contrary,  as  the 
provisions  of  the  first  and  second  sections  are  chiefly  of 
a  negaiive  character,  I  think  they  do  not  take  away  the 
power  of  the  Secretary,  previously  possessed  under  the 
acU  of  Congress,  and  as  the  agent  of  the  Prestdeot,  to 
fordid  the  receipt  of  any  bank  notes  which  are  not,  by 
some  act  of  Congress,  expressly  made  absolutely  re- 
ceivable in  payment  of  the  public  dues. 

The  above  view  will,  I  think,  be  confirmed  by  a  closer 
examination  of  the  bill.  It  sets  out  with  the  assumption 
that  there  is  a  currency  established  by  law,  (i.  e.  gold 
and  ailver;}  and  it  further  i^umes  that  the  public  reve- 
nue of  all  descriptions  ought  to  be  collected  exclusively 
in  such  legal  currency,  or  in  bank  notes  of  a  certain 
character;  and  therefore  it  provides  that  the  Secretary  of 
th«:  Treasury  thail  take  measures  to  eflfect  a  collection 
of  the  revenue  **  in  the  legal  currency  of  the  United 
Stales,  or  in  notes  of  banks  which  are  payable  and  paid 
on  demand  in  the  said  legal  currency,"  under  certain  re- 
strictions, afterwards  mentioned  in  the  act 

Thie  question,  then,  ariaes:  are  bank  notes,  having 
the  requbite  Characteristicfi,  placed  by  the  clause  just 
quoted  on  the  same  fooling  with  the  legal  currency,  so 
as  to  make  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  allow  the  receipt  of  them,  when  tendered  by  the 
debtor  f  in  my  judgment,  such  is  not  the  effect  of  the 
provision. 

If  Congress  had  intended  to  make  so  important  an  al- 
teration of  the  existing  Uw  as  to  compel  the  receiving 
officers  to  take  payment  in  the  bank  notes  described  in 
the  bill,  the  natural  phraseology  would  have  been,  **  in 
the  legal  currency  of  the  United  States,  and  in  notes  of 
banka  which  are  payable  and  paid  in  the  aaid  legal  cur- 
rency," &c.  And  it  is  reasonable  to  presume  that  Con- 
gress would  have  used  such  phraseology,  or  would  have 
gone  on  to  make  a  distinct  provision,  expressly  de- 
claring that  such  bank  notes  should  be  reeeivabie^  as 
was  done  in  the  bank  charters  of  1790  and  1815;  and 
as  was  also  done  by  the  acts  relative  to  evidences  of 
debt.  Treasury  notes,  and  Virginia  land  scrip.  The 
form  of  one  of  these  provisions  (the  14ih  section  of  the 
act  incorporating  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States) 
will  illustrate  the  idea  I  desire  to  present. 

<*  Sec.  14.  jind  be  ii  further  enacted.  That  the  bills  or 
notes  of  the  said  corporation,  originally  made  payable, 
or  which  sliall  have  become  payable,  on  demand,  $haU 
be  receivable  in  all  pavments  to  the  United  States,  un- 
less otherwise  directed  by  act  of  Congress." 

The  difference  between  the  language  there  used  and 
that  employed  in  the  present  bill  is  too  obvious  to  re- 
quire comment.  It  is  true  that  the  word  "or,"  when 
n  occurs  in  wills  and  agreements,  is  sometimes  con- 
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strued  to  mean  andg  i%  order  to  give  effect  to  the  plain 
intent  of  the  parties;  and  such  a  construction  of  the 
word  may  sometimes  be  given  when  it  occurs  in  statutes, 
where  the  general  intent  of  the  law  makers  evidently 
requires  it.  But  this  construction  of  the  word,  in  the 
present  case,  is  not  only  unnecessary,  but,  in  my  opin- 
ion, repugnant  to  the  whole  scope  of  the  bill,  which,  so 
far  from  commanding  the  public  officera  to  receive 
bank  notes  in  cues  not  required  by  the  existing  laws, 
introduces  igveral  new  prohibitions  on  the  receipt  of 
such  notes. 

Nor  do  I  Ihihk  this  one  of  those  cases  in  which  a 
choice  ia  given  to  the  debtor  to  pay  in  one  or  other  of 
two  descriptions  of  currency,  both  of  which  are  receiv- 
able by  law.  Such  a  choice  was  given  by  the  land  law 
of  the  10th  of  May,  1800,  section  5ih,  between  specie 
and  the  evidencea  of  the  public  debt  of  the  United  Statea 
then  receivable  by  law;  and  also  by  ihe  joint  resolution 
of  the  30th  of  April,  1816,  between  <*  the  legal  curren- 
cy of  the  United  Slates,  or  Treasury  notes,  or  notes  of 
tJie  Bank  of  tlie  United  States,  as  by  law  provided  and 
declared."  The  option  given  by  that  resolution  contin- 
ued in  force  so  long  as  the  Uws  providing  and  declaring 
that  Treasury  notes  and  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Statea  should  be  receivable  in  payments  to  the  United 
States,  and  ceased  when  those  laws  expired.  The  dis- 
tinction between  that  description  of  paper  currency, 
which  is  by  law  expressly  made  receivable  in  payment 
of  public  dues,  and  the  notes  of  the  State  banks,  which 
were  only  permitted  to  be  received,  is  plainly  marked 
in  the  resolution  of  1816.  While  the  former  are  placed 
on  the  same  footing  with  the  legsl  currency,  because,  by 
previous  laws,  it  had  been  so  *•  provided  and  declared," 
the  latter  were  left  to  be  received  or  not  received,  at  tho 
discretion  of  the  Secretsry  of  the  Treasury,  except  that 
he  was  restricted  from  allowing  any  to  be  received  which 
were  not  payable  and  paid  on  demand  in  the  legal  cur- 
rency. The  bank  notes  spoken  of  in  the  bill  before  me, 
having  never  been  made  receivable  by  law,  must  be  re. 
garded  as  belonging  to  the  latter  class  and  not  to  th^ 
former;  and  there  can,  therefore,  be  no  greater  obligs . 
tion  under  the  present  bill,  should  it  become  a  law,  te 
receive  them  in  payment,  than  there  was  to  receive  the 
paper  of  the  State  banks  under  the  resolution  of  1816. 

As  to  the  difference  between  this  bill  and  the  joint  res- 
olution of  1816.  The  bill  differs  from  that  resolution  in 
the  following  particulars: 

lat.  It  says  nothing  of  Treasury  notes  and  the  notes  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which,  by  the  reaolution 
of  1816,  are  recognised  as  having  been  made  receivable, 
by  laws  then  in  force,  in  payment  of  public  dues  of  all 
descriptions. 

3d.  It  abridges  the  discretion  left  with  the  Secretaiy 
of  the  Treasury  by  that  resolution,  by  positively  forbid- 
ding the  receipt  of  bank  notes  not  having  the  character- 
istics described  in  the  first  and  aecond  sections  of  the 
bill;  whereas  the  receipt  of  some  of  the  notes  so  forbid- 
den might,  under  the  resolution  of  1816,  have  been  al- 
lowed by  the  Secretary. 

3d.  It  forbids  the  making  of  any  discrimination,  in 
respect  to  the  receipt  of  bank  notes,  between  the  difier- 
ent  branches  of  the  public  revenue;  whereas  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  under  the  resolution  of  1816,  was 
subject  to  no  such  restraint,  and  had  the  power  to  make 
the  discrimination  forbidden  by  this  bill,  except  as  to  the 
notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and  Treasury 
notes. 

This  bill,  if  approved,  will  chanee  the  resoUitioo  of 
1816,  so  far  as  it  now  remains  in  force,  in  the  second 
and  third  particulars  just  mentioned;  but,  in  my  opinion, 
as  already  suggested,  will  change  it  In  no  other  re- 
spect. ' 

*<  II.  What  is  the  extent  of  the  supervision  and  coji- 
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trol  allowed  by  this  bill  to  the  Seeretiry  of  the  Treas- 
ury over  the  notes  to  be  received  by  the  deposite  banks ^ 

*■  And  does  it  allow  him  to  direct  what  particular 
notes  khall  or  shall  not  be  received  for  lands  or  for 
duties?" 

-  Jinswer,  Af^er  maturely  considerinfi^,  so  far  as  time 
has  been  allowed  me,  the  aeveral  provisions  of  the  bill, 
I  think  the  following  conclusions  may  fairly  be  drawn 
from  them,  when  taken  in  connexion  with  the  laws  now 
in  force,  and  above  referred  tO{  and  that^should  it  be- 
eome  a  law,  they  will  properly  express  its  legal  eflPect. 

Ist.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  cannot  direct 
the  receipt  of  any  notes,  except  such  as  are  issued  by 
banks  which  conform  to  the  first  section  of  the  law,  and 
such  as  will  be  passed  by  the  proper  deposite  bank,  to 
the  credit  of  the  United  Stales,  as  eaah, 

2d.  That  he  may  direct  the  receipt  of  note«  issued  by 
banks  which  conform  to  the  first  section;  provided  the 
deposite  bank  in  which  the  notes  sre  to  be  deposited 
shall  agree  to  credit  them  as  cafch. 

3d.  I'hat  if  the  deposite  bank  in  which  the  money  is 
to  be  deposited  shall  refuse  to  receive,  aa  cash,  the 
notes  designated  by  the  Secretary,  and  which  such  bank 
receives,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business,  on  general 
deposite,  he  may  withdraw  the  public  deposite.%  and  se- 
lect another  depository  which  will  agree  to  receive 
them. 

4tb.  That  if  he  cannot  find  a  depository  which  will 
10  agree,  then  that  the  Secretary  cannot  direct  or  autho- 
rize the  receipt  of  any  notes,  except  such  as  the  depos- 
ite bank,  primarily  entitled  to  the  deposites,  will  agree 
to  receive  snd  deposite  as  cash. 

5th.  That  alvhough  a  deposite  bank  might  be  willing 
to  receive  from  the  collectors  and  receivers,  and  to  cred- 
it as  cashf  notes  of  certain  banks  which  conform  to  the 
first  sect  ion  I  yet,  for  the  reasons  before  stated,  1  am  of 
opinion  that  the  Secretary  is  not  obliged  to  allow  the 
receipt  of  auch  notes. 

6th.  The  Secretary  is  forbidden  to  mske  sny  discrim- 
ination in  the  funds  receivable^  '*  between  the  different 
-branches  of  the  public  revenue}*'  and,  thereforpi  though 
be  may  forbid  the  receipt  of  the  notes  of  any  particular 
bank  or  class  of  banks,  not  excluded  by  the  bill,  and 
msy  forbid  the  receipt  of  notes  of  denominations  larger 
than  those  named  in  the  bill,  yet,  when  he  issues  any 
•uch  prohibition,  it  must  apply  to  all  the  branches  of  the 
public  revenue. 

7th.  If  I  sm  right  in  the  foregoing  propositions,  the 
result  will  be,  that  the  proposed  law  will  leave  in  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  power  \o  prohibit  the  receipt 
of  particular  notes,  provided  hie  prokUtilion  apply  to 
both  kmdt  and  duties;  and  power  to  direct  what  particular 
notes,  allowed  by  the  law,  shall  be  received,  provided  he 
can  find  a  depoiite  bank  which  xvill  agree  to  receive  and 
eredii  them  at  cash, 

*<llf.  Are  the  deposite  banks  the  sole  judf^es,  under 
this  bill,  of  what  notts  they  will  receive?  Or  are  they 
•bound  to  receive  the  notes  of  every  specie-paying  bank, 
chartered  or  unchartered,  wherever  situated,  in  any  psrt 
of  tbe  United  States'" 

Gnawer,  In  my  opinion,  the  deposite  bank*,  under 
the  bill  in  question,  will  be  tbe  sole  judges  of  the  notes 
to  be  received  by  them  from  any  collector  or  receiver  of 
public  money {  and  they  will  nut  be  bound  to  receive  the 
notes  of  sny  other  bank  whose  notes  they  may  choose  to 
reject:  provided  they  apply  the  same  rule  to  the  United 
States  which  they  apply  to  their  other  depositors.  In 
other  wordF,  the  general  rule,  as  to  what  notes  sre  to 
be  received  as  cssh,  prescribed  by  each  deposite  bank 
for  the  regulation  of  its  ordinary  business,  must  be  com- 
plied with  by  the  colic c'ors  and  receivers  whose  mo- 
neys are  to  be  depoaited  with  that  bank.  But  it  will  not 
therefore  follow  that  those  officers  will  be  bound  to  re- 
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eeive  what  the  bank  generally  receives;  because,  as  sl- 
ready  stated,  they  may  refuse,  of  their  own  accord,  or 
under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
any  bank  notes  not  expressly  directed  by  act  of  Congress 
to  be  received  in  psyment  of  the  public  dues. 

I  have  thus  answered  the  aeveral  queations  proposed 
on  the  bill  before  mei  and  though  I  have  been  necessari- 
ly obliged  to  exsmine  the  subject  with  much  haste,  f 
have  no  other  doubts  as  to  the  soundness  of  the  construc- 
tion above  given,  than  such  as  belong  to  diacuaaions  of 
this  nature,  and  to  a  proper  sense  of  the  fallibility  of  bo. 
man  judgment.     It  is,  however,  my  duty  to  remind  you 
that  very  different  opiniona  were  expreased,  in  the  coune 
of  the  debates  on  the  proposed  law,  by  aome  of  tbe 
members  who  took  part  therein*     It  would  seem,  from 
those  debates,  that  the  bill,  in  some  instances  at  least, 
was  supported  under  tbe  impression  that  it  would  com- 
pel the  Treaaury  officers  to  receive  all  bank  notes  poi- 
sessing  all  tbe  characteristics  described  ia  the  first  and 
second  sections;  and  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
would  have  no  power  to  forbid  their  receipt.     It  must 
be  confessed  that  the  language  is  sufficiently  ambiguous 
to  give  some  pisusibility  to  such  a  construction;  and  that 
it  seems  to  derive  some  support  from  the  refusal  of  tbe 
House  of  Representatives  to  consider  an  annendment  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Bfeana  of  that 
House,  which  vould,  substantially,  have  given  to  the 
bill,  in  explicit  terms,  the  interpretation  I  nave  put  on 
it,  and  have  removed  the  uncertainty  which  now  per. 
vades  it-     Under  these  circumstances,  it  may  reaaonably 
be  expected  that  the  true  meaning  of  the  bill,  should  it 
be  passed  into  a  law,  will  become  a  subject  of  diccussion 
snd  controversy,  and  probably  remain  involved  in  much 
perplexity  and  doubt,  until  it  shall  have  been  settled  by 
a  judicial  decision*     How  fsr  these  latter  conaiderationi 
are  to  be  regarded  by  you  in  your  deciaion  on  the  bill, 
is  a  queation  which  belongs  to  another  place,  and  na 
which,  therefore,  I  forbear  to  enlarge  in  this  commoo'i- 
cation. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  high  respect,  your 
obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  BUTLER. 

To  the  PnasiDsiTT  of  tbx  Uvitxi)  Statss. 

An  act  designating  and  limitiMthe  funds  receivable  for  the  rewAuef 

of  the  tJnSted  States. 

Be  it  enaefed  bv  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  B^esenta- 
iivee  of  the  Ohitea  Staiee  of  Jmpriga  in  Congrtu  auem- 
bledt  That  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  be,  and  here- 
by is,  required* to  adopt  sijch  meaaureaaa  he  may  deem 
necesssry  to  effect  a  collection  of  the  public  revenue  of 
the  United  States,  whether  arising  from  duties,  taxes, 
debts,  or  sales  of  lands,  in  the  manner  and  on  the  prin- 
ciplea  herein  provided;  that  is,  that  no  auch  duties, 
taxes,  debts,  or  sums  of  money,  payable  for  landa,  aliall 
be  collected  or  received  otherwise  than  in  tbe  legal  cur- 
rency of  the  United  States,  or  in  notes  of  banka  which 
are  payable  and  paid  on  demand  in  the  said  legal  curreo 
cy  of  the  United  States,  under  the  followinic  restrictions 
and  conditions  in  regard  to  auch  notes,  to  wit:  from  and 
after  the  passsge  of  this  act,  the  notea  of  no  bank  which 
shall  isiiue  or  circulate  bills  or  notea  of  a  less  denomina. 
tion  than  five  dollsrs  shall  be  received  on  account  of  the 
public  dues;  and,  from  snd  after  the  thirtieth  day  o\ 
December,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  the  notci 
of  no  bank,  which  shall  issue  or  circulate  bills  or  notes 
of  a  leaa^enomination  than  ten  dollars  shall  be  so  rccetr* 
able;  and,  from  and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  December, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty.one,  the  ]>ke  pro* 
hibition  shall  be  extended  to  the  notes  of  all  banks  is$ti 
ing  bills  or  notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  twenif 
dollars. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  no  notes  sb&?l 
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be  received  by  the  collcctort  or  reeetven  of  the  public 
money  which  the  banks  in  which  they  are  to  be  depos- 
ited, shall  not,  under  the  supervision  and  control  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  agfree  to  pass  to  the  credit 
of  the  United  States  as  cash:  Provided^  That,  if  any  de- 
posite  bank  shall  refuse  to  receive  and  pass  to  the  credit 
of  the  United  States,  as  cash,  any  notes  receivable  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  which  said  bank,  in  the  ordi- 
nary course  of  business,  receives  on  general  deposite, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorized  to 
withdraw  the  public  deposites  from  said  bank. 

Sxc.  3.  Jnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this  act  shall 
not  be  so  construed  as  to  prohibit  receivers  or  collectors 
of  ihe  dues  of  the  Government  from  receiving  for  the 
public  lands  any  kind  of  land  scrip  or  Treasury  certifi- 
cates now  authorized  by  law,  but  the  aame  shall  here* 
after  be  received  for  the  public  landi,  in  the  same  way 
and  manner  as  has  heretofore  been  practised;  and  it 
shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  Secretiry  of  the  Treasury  to 
make  any  discrimination  in  the  funds  receivable  between 
the  different  branches  of  the  public  revenue,  except  as 
it  provided  in  Ibis  section. 

JAMES  K.  POLK, 
Speaker  of  the  Huuee  of  Repreeentativee. 

W.  R.  KING, 
Preeident  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore, 

I  certify  that  thta  bill  did  originate  in  the  Senate. 

AssiraT  Dicuss,  Secretary, 


fhreweil  Mdreu  of  Andrew  Jackson  to  the  People  of  the 

United  States, 

PSLI.OW-0ITISXVS:  Being  about  to  retire  finjilly  from 
public  life,  I  beg  leave  to  offer  you  my  grateful  thanks 
for  the  many  proofs  of  kindness  and  confidence  which  I 
have  received  at  your  handa.  It  has  been  my  fortune, 
In  the  iliseharge  of  public  duties,  civil  and  military,  fre- 
quently to  Mve  found  myself  in  difficult  and  trying  situ- 
ations,  where  prompt  decision  and  energetic  action  were 
necesasry,  and  where  the  interest  of  the  country  required 
that  high  responsibilities  should  be  fearlessly  encounter- 
ed; and  it  is  with  the  deepest  emoiiuns  of  gratitude  that 
I  acknowledge  the  continued  and  unbroken  confidence 
with  which  you  have  sustained  me  in  every  trial.  My 
public  life  has  been  a  long  one,  and  1  cannot  hope  that 
it  has,  at  all  times,  been  free  from  errors.  But  I  have 
the  consolation  of  knowing  that,  if  mistakea  have  been 
comnnitted,  they  have  not  seriously  injured  the  coun- 
try I  ao  anxiously  endeavored  to  serve;  and,  at  the  mo- 
ment when  1  aurrender  my  last  public  trust,  I  leave  this 
great  people  prosperous  and  happy,  in  the  full  enjciy- 
ment  of  libt-r'y  and  peace,  and  honored  and  respected 
by  every  nation  of  the  world. 

If  my  humble  efforts  have,  in  any  degree,  contributed 
to  preserve  to  you  tbeae  blessings,  I  have  been  more 
than  reWHrded  by  the  honors  you  luve  heaped  upon  me, 
and,  above  all,  by  the  generoua  confidence  with  which 
you  have  supporied  me  in  every  peril,  and  with  which 
you  have  continued  to  animate  and  cheer  my  path  to  t'le 
cloning  hour  of  my  political  life.  The  time  has  now 
Come,  when  ad/anced  age  and  a  broken  frame  warn  me 
to  rettre  from  public  concerns;  but  the  recollection  of 
the  many  favors  you  have  bestowed  upon  me  is  engraven 
upon  my  heart,  and  1  have  felt  that  1  could  n(»t  part 
from  your  aervtce  without  making  this  public  acknowl- 
edgment of  the  gratitude  1  owe  you.  And  if  I  use  the  oc- 
e^Mon  to  offer  to  you  the  counsels  of  age  and  expecieiice,  ' 
you  will,  I  trust,  receive  them  with  the  same  indulgent 
kindness  which  you  have  so  often  extended  to  me;  and 
will,  at  least,  see  in  them  an  earnest  desire  to  perpetu- 
ate, in  this  favored  land,  the  blessings  of  liberty  and 
equal  law. 

We  have  now  lived  mlrooat  fifty  years  under  the  con- 


stitution framed  by  the  ssges  and  patriota  of  the  Revolu 
tion.  The  conflicts  in  which  the  nations  of  Europe 
were  engaged  during  a  great  j>art  of  this  period,  the 
spirit  in  which  they  waged  war  against  each  other,  and 
our  intimate  commercial  connexions  with  every  psrt  of 
the  civilized  world,  rendered  it  a  ti|ne  of  much  difficul- 
ty for  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  We  have 
had  our  seasons  of  peace  and  of  war,  with  all  the  evib 
which  precede  or  follow  a  atate  of  hostility  with  power- 
ful nations.  We  encountered  these  triala  with  our  eon- 
atitution  yet  in  its  infancy,  and  under  the  disadvantages 
which  a  new  and  untried  Government  must  always  feel 
when  it  is  called  upon  to  put  forth  its  whole  strength; 
without  the  lights  of  experience  to  guide  it,  or  the 
weight  of  precedents  to  justify  its  measures.  But  we 
iiave  passed  triumphantly  through  all  these  d^fliculties. 
Our  constitution  is  no  longer  a  doubtful  experinf>ent|  and, 
at  the  end  of  nearly  half  a  century,  we  find  that  it  has 
preserved  unimpaired  the  liberties  of  the  people,  aecu- 
red  the  rights  of  property,  and  that  our  country  has  im- 
proved and  is  flourishing  beyond  any  former  ezample  in 
the  history  of  nations. 

In  our  domestic  concerns  there  is  every  thing  to  en* 
courage  us;  and,  if  you  are  true  to  yourselves,  nothing 
can  impede  your  msrch  to  the  h'ghest  point  of  national 
prosperi'y.  The  States  which  hsd  so  long  been  retarded 
in  their  improvement  by  the  Indian  tribeareaiding  in  the 
midst  of  them,  are  at  length  relieved  from  the  evil;  and 
this  unhsppy  race—the  original  dwellers  in  our  land— 
are  now  placed  in  a  sittiation  where  we  may  well  hope 
that  they  will  share  in  the  blessings  of  ctvilizaiion,  and 
be  saved  from  that  degradation  and  destruction  to  which 
they  were  rapidly  hsstening  while  they  remained  in  the 
States;  and  while  the  safety  and  comfort  of  our  own  citi* 
zens  have  been  greatly  promoted  by  their  removal,  the 
philanthropist  will  rejoice  that  the  remnant  of  that  ilU 
fated  race  has  been  at  length  placed  beyond  the  reach 
of  injury  or  oppression,  and  that  the  paternal  care  of  the 
General  Government  will  hereafter  watch  over  them  and 
protect  them. 

If  we  turn  to  our  relations  with  foreign  Powers,  we 
find  our  condition  equally  gratifying.  Actuated  by  the 
sincere  desire  to  do  justice  to  every  nation,  and  to  pre- 
serve the  blessings  of  ^ace,  our  intercourse  with  them 
ha9  been  conducted  on  the  part  of  this  Government  in 
the  spirit  of  frankneu,  and  I  take  pleasure  in  sa>ing  that 
it  has  generally  been  met  in  a  corresponding  temperT 
Difficulties  of  old  standing  have  been  aurmeuoted  by 
friendly  discussion,  and  the  mutual  desire  to  be  just; 
and  the  cUims  of  our  citizens,  which  hsd  been  long 
withheld,  have  at  length  been  acknowledged  and  adjust- 
ed, and  satisfactory  arrangements  made  fur  their  final 
payment;  and,  with  a  limited,  and,  I  tru»»t,  a  teroporar^ 
exception,  our  relations  with  every  foreign  Power  are 
now  of  the  most  fnendly  character— our  commerce  con- 
tinually expanding,  and  our  flag  respected  in  every  quar* 
ter  of  the  world. 

These  cheering  and  grateful  prospects,  snd  these 
multiplied  favors,  we  owe,  under  Proviilence,  to  the 
arloption  of  the  federal  constitution.  It  il  no  longer  a 
question  whether  this  great  country  can  remain  happily 
united,  and  flourish,  under  our  preaent  form  of  govern- 
ment. Experience,  the  unerring  test  of  all  human  un- 
dertakings, has  shown  the  wisdom  and  foresight  of  those 
who  formed  it;  and  has  proved  that,  in  the  union  of  these 
States,  there  is  a  sure  foundation  for  the  hrighteat  hope^ 
of  freedom,  and  for  the  hsppiness  of  the  people.  At 
every  hazard,  and  by  every  sacrifice,  this  Union  must  be 
preserved. 

The  necessity  of  watching  with  jealous  anxiety  for  the 
preservation  of  the  Union  was  earnestly  pressed  upon  his 
fellow-citfzens  by  the  Father  of  his  Country  in  iiis  fare- 
well address.    He  has  there  told  us,  that  *'  while  expe- 
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rience  shall  not  hftve  dcmonstnited  its  impracticability, 
there  will  always  be  reason  to  distrust  the  patriotism  of 
those  who,  in  any  quarter,  msy  endeavor  to  weaken  its 
bonds{"  and  he  has  cautioned  us,  in  the  strongest  terms, 
against  the  formation  of  parties  on  geographical  dis- 
criminations,  as  one*  of  the  means  which  might  disturb 
otir  Union,  and  to  which  designing  men  would  be  likely 
to  resort . 

The  lessons    contained  in    this  invaluable  legacy  of 
IVashington  to  his  countrymen  should  be  cherished  in 
ilie  heart  of  every  citizen  to  the  latest  generation;  snd, 
perhaps,  at  no-  period  of  time  could  they  be  more  use- 
fully remembered  than  at  the  present  moment.     For, 
when  w«  look  upon  the  scenes  that  are  passing  sround 
us,  and  dwell  upon  tlie  psges  of  his  parting  address, 
bis  paternal  counsels  would  seem  to  be  not  merely  the 
offfprmg  of  wisdom  and    foresight,  but    the  voice  of 
prophecy,  foretelling   events,  and    warning  us  of  the 
evil  to  come.     Forty  years  have  passed  since  this  im- 
perishable document  was  given  to  his  countrymen.  The 
federal  constitution  was  theft  regarded   by  him  as  ah 
experiment,  and  he  so  speaks  of  it  in  his  address,  but 
an  experiment  upon  the  success  of  which  the  best  hopes 
of  hns  country  depended;  and  we  all  know  that  he  was 
prepared  to  lay  down  his  life,  if  necessary,  to  secure  to 
it  a  full  and  a  fair  trial.     The  trinl  han  been  made.     It 
has  succeeded  beyond  the  proudest  hopes  of  those  who 
framed  it.     Every  quarter  of  this  widely  extended  na- 
tion has  felt  its  blessings,  and  shared    in  the  general 
prosperity  produced  by  its  sdoption.    But,  amid  this 
general  prosperity  and  splendid  success,  the  dangers  of 
which  he  marned  us  are  becoming  every  day  more  evi- 
dent, and  the  signs  of  evil  are  sufficiently  apparent  to 
awaken  the  deepest  anxiety  in  the  bosom  of  the  patriot. 
We  behold  systematic  efforts  publicly  made  to  sow  the 
feeds  of  discord  between  difiVrcnt  parts  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  place  parly  divisions  directly  upon  geo- 
graphical distinctions;  to  excite  the  Sifufh  against  the 
^hrthf  and  the  North  against  the  South,  and  to  force 
into  the  controversy  the  most  delicate   and  exciting 
topics — ^topics  upon  which  it  is  impossible  that  a  large 
portion  or  the   Union  can    ever  speak  without  strong 
emotion.     Appeals,  too,  are  constantly  made  toaectional 
interests,  in  order  to  influence  the  election  of  the  Chief 
Magistrate,  as  if  it  were  desired  that  he  should  favor  a 

« articular  quarter  of  the  country,  instead  of  fulfilling 
le  duties  of  his  station  with  impartial  justice  to  all;  and 
the  posstble  dissolution  of  the  Union  has  at  length  be- 
come an  ordinary  and  familiar  subject  of  discussion. 
Has  the  warning  voiee  of  Washington  been  forgotten? 
or  have  designs  already  been  formed  to  8e%*er  the 
Union?  Let  it  not  be  supposed  that  1  impute  to  all  of 
those  who  have  taken  an  active  part  in  these  unwise  and 
unprofitable  discussions  a  want  of  patriotism  or  of  pub- 
lic virtue.  Tbe  honorsble  feeling  of  State  pride,  and 
local  attachments,  find  a  place  in  the  bosoms  of  the 
most  enlightened  and  pure.  But  while  such  men  are 
conscious  of  their  own  integrity  and  honesty  of  purpose, 
they  ought  never  to  forget  that  the  citizens  of  other 
States  are  their  political  brethren;  and  that,  however 
mistaken  they  may  be  in  their  views,  tbe  great  body  of 
them  are  equally  honest  and  upright  with  themselves. 
Mutual  suspicions  and  reproaches  may  in  time  create 
mutual  hostility,  and  artful  and  designing  men  will  al- 
ways be  found,  who  are  ready  to  foment  these  fatal 
divisions;  and  to  inflame  the  natural  jealousies  of  differ- 
ent sections  of  the  country.  The  history  of  the  world 
is  full  of  such  examples,  and  especially  the  history  of 
republics. 

What  have  you  to  gain  by  division  and  dissension? 
Delude  not  yourselves  with  the  belief  that  a  breach 
once  made  may  be  afterwards  repaired.  If  the  Union 
ia  on^e  severed,  the  line  of  separation  will  grow  wider 


and  wider,  and  the  controversies  which  are  now  de- 
bated an  J  settled  in  the  halla  of  legislation  will  then  be 
tried  in  fields  of  battle,  and  determined  by  the  aword. 
Neither  should  you  deceive  yourselves  with  the  hope 
that  the  first  line  of  separation  would  be  the  permanent 
one,  and  that  nothing  but  harmony  and  concord  would 
be  found  in  tbe  new  associations  formed  open  the  dis- 
solution of  this  Union.     LocaV  interests  wouM  still  be 
found  therei  and    unchastened  ambition.     And  if  the 
recollection  of  common  dangers,  in  which  the  people  of 
these  United  Slates  stood  side  by  side  sgatnat  the  com- 
mon  foe;  the  memory  of  victories  won  by  their  onited 
valor;  the  prosperity  and  happiness  they  hare  enjoyed 
under  the  present  constitution;   the  proud  name  they 
bear  as  citizens  of  this  great  republic:  if  all  these  recol- 
lections and  proofs  of  common  interset  are  not  atrong 
enough  to  bind  us  together  as  one  people,  what  tie  will 
hold  united  the  new  divisions  of  empire,  when  these 
bonds  have  been   broken   and  this  Union  dbserercd? 
The  first  line  of  separation  wouTd  not  last  for  a  «n8r]« 
generation;  new  frsgments  would  be  torn  off;  new  lead- 
ers would  spring  up;  and  this  great  and  glorious  repub- 
lic would  soon    be  broken    into  a   multitude  of  petty 
States,  without   commerce,  without    credit;  jealous  of 
one  another;  armed  for  mutual  aggression,  loaded  wrth 
taxes  to  pay  armies  and  leaders;    seeking  aid  tEun^ 
each  other  from  foreign  Powers;  insulted  and  trampled 
upon  by  the  nations  of  Europe,  until,  harassed  with  con- 
flicts,  and  humbled  and  debased  in  spirit,  they  would  be 
ready  to  submit  to  the  absolute  dominion  of  any  milnsry 
adventurer,  and  to  surrender  their  liberty  for  the  sake 
of  repose.     It  is  impossible  to  look  on  the  consequen- 
ces that  would  inevitably  follow  the  deftrucHon  of  thw 
Government,  and  not  fleel  indignant  when  we  hear  coM 
calculations  about  the  value  of  the  Union,  and  have  jo 
constantly  before  us  a  line  of  conduct  so  well  calculated 
to  weaken  its  ties.  , 

There  is  too  much  at  stake  to  allow  pnde  or  passion 
to  influence  yoar  decision.  Never  for  a  moment  be- 
lieve that  the  great  body  of  the  citiaena  of  any  State  or 
States  can  deliberately  intend  to  do  wrong.  They  may, 
under  the  influence  of  temporary  excitement  or  mis- 
guided opinions,  commit  mistakes;  they  may  be  mb- 
led  for  a  time  by  the  suggestions  of  self-interest;  but,  in 
a  community  so  enlightened  and  patriotic  as  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  argument  will  soon  make  them 
sensible  of  their  errors;  and,  when  convinced,  they  wll 
be  ready  to  repair  them.  If  they  have  no  higher  or 
better  motives  to  govern  them,  they  will  at  least  per- 
ceive that  their  own  intereat  rtquirea  them  to  be  just  to 
others,  ss  they  hope  to  receive  justice  at  their  hands. 

But,  in  order  to  maintain  the  Union  unimpaired,  it  a 
absolutely  necessary  that  the  laws  passed  by  tbe  consti- 
tuted  authorities  should  be  fsilhfully  executed  »"«*'< "T 
part  of  the  country,  and  that  every  good  citizen  ahouW, 
at  all  times,  stand  ready  to  put  down,  with  the  combined 
force  of  the  nation,  every  attempt  at  unlawful  resistance, 
under  whatever  pretext  it  may  be  made,  or  whatever 
shape  it  may  assume.  Unconstitutional  or  oppressive 
laws  may,  no  doubt,  be  passed  by  Congress,  either  from 
erroneous  views,  or  tl»e  want  of  due  consideraiionj  »i 
they  are  within  the  reach  of  judicial  authority,  the  reme- 
dy is  easy  and  peaceful; and  If,  from  the  character  of  the 
law,  it  is  an  abuse  of  power  not  within  the  control  w 
the  judiciary,  then  free  discussion  and  calm  appeals  to 
reason  and  to  the  justice  of  the  people  will  not  fail  to 
redress  the  wrong.  But  until  the  law  shall  be  declared 
void  by  the  courts,  or  repealed  by  Congress,  no  indivw* 
ual,  or  combination  of  individuals,  can  be  justified  m 
forcibly  resisting  its  execution.  It  is  impossible  that 
any  Government  can  continue  to  exist  upon  any  oth<r 
principles.  It  would  cease  to  be  a  Government,  and  be 
unworthy  of  tbe  name,  if  it  had  not  the  power  to  enforce 
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the  execution  of  its  own  hwi  within  its  own  sphere  of 
ftction. 

It  is  true  that  esses  msy  be  imagined  disclosin||^  such  s 
settled  purpose  of  usurpation  and  oppression,  on  the  part 
pf  the  Government,  as  would  justify  an  appeal  to  arms. 
These,  however,  are  extreme  cases,  which  we  have  no 
rea«ion  to  apprehend  in  a  Government  where  the  power 
is  in  the  hands  of  a  patriotic  people {  and  no  citizen  who 
lovea  his  country  would,  in  any  case  whatever,  resort  to 
forcible  resistance,  unless  he  clesriy  saw  that  the  time 
had  come  when  a  freeman  should  prefer  death  to  sub- 
mission; for  if  such  a  strug^g^le  is  once  begun,  and  the 
citizens  of  one  section  of  the  country  arrayed  in  arms 
ajpiintt  those  of  another  in  doubtful  conflict,  let  the  bat- 
tle result  as  it  may,  there  will  be  an  end  of  the  Union, 
and  with  it  an  end  to  the  hopes  of  freedom.  The  victo- 
ry of  the  injured  would  rtoX  secure  to  the:n  the  blessings 
of  liberty;  it  would  avenge  their  wrongs,  but  they  would 
themselves  share  in  the  common  ruin. 

But  the  constitution  cannot  be  msintatnedf  nor  the 
Union  preserved,  in  opposition  to  public  feeling,  by  the 
mere  exertion  of  the  coercive  powers  confided  to  the 
Geneml  Government.  The  foundations  must  be  laid  in 
the  affections  of  the  people  <  in  the  security  it  gives  to 
life,  liberty,  character,  and  properly,  in  every  quarter 
of  the  country;  and  in  the  fraternal  attachment  which 
the  citizens  of  the  several  States  bear  to  one  another,  as 
members  of  one  political  family,  mutually  contributing 
to  promote  the  happiness  of  each  other.  Hence  the  cit- 
izens of  every  State  should  studiously  avoid  every  thing 
calculated  to  wound  the  sensibility  or  offend  the  just 
pride  of  the  people  of  other  States;  and  they  should 
frown  upon  sny  proceedings  within  their  own  borders 
likely  to  disturb  the  tranquillity  of  their  political  breth- 
ren in  other  portions  of  the  Union.  In  a  country  so  ex- 
tensive as  the  United  States,  and  with  pursuits  so  varied, 
the  internal  regulations  of  the  several  States  must  fre- 
quently differ  from  one  Another  in  important  particulars; 
and  this  difference  is  unavoidably  increased  by  the  vary- 
ing principles  upon  which  the  American  colonies  were 
originally  planted;  principles  which  had  taken  deep  root 
in  their  social  relations  before  the  Revolution,  and  there- 
fore of  necessity  influencing  their  policy  since  thry  be- 
came free  and  independent  States.  But  each  Stste  has 
the  unquestionable  right  to  regulate  its  own  internal  con- 
cerns according  to  its  own  pleasure;  and,  while  it  does 
not  interfere  with  the  rights  of  the  people  of  other  States, 
or  the  rights  of  the  Union,  every  State  must  be  the  sole 
jurlge  of  the  measures  prnper  to  secure  the  ssfety  of  its 
citizens,  and  promote  their  happiness;  and  all  efforts  on 
the  part  of  people  of  other  States  to  cast  odium  upon 
their  Institutions,  and  all  measures  csIcuTated  to  disturb 
their  rights  of  property,  or  to  put  in  jeopsrdy  their  peace 
and  internal  tranquillity,  are  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
spirit  in  which  the  Union  was  formed,  and  must  endanger 
its  safety.  Motives  of  philanthropy  msy  be  sssigned  for 
this  unwarrantable  interferencf ;  and  weak  men  msy  per- 
suade themselves  for  a  moment  that  they  are.laboring  in 
the  cause  of  humanity,  and  asserting  the  rights  of  the 
human  race;  but  eve(y  one,  upon  sober  reflection,  will 
see  that  nothing  but  mischief  can  come  from  these  im- 
proper assaults  upon  the  feelings  and  rights  of  others. 
Rest  assured  that  the  men  found  busy  in  this  work  of  dis- 
cord are  not  worthy  of  your  confldence,  and  deserve 
your  strongest  reprobation. 

In  the  legislation  of  Congress,  also,  and  in  every  meas- 
ure of  the  General  Government,  Justice  to  every  portion 
of  the  United  States  should  be  faithfully  observed.  No 
free  Government  can  stand  without  virtue  in  the  people, 
and  a  lofty  spirit  of  patriotism;  and  if  the  sordid  feelings 
of  mere  selfishness  shall  usurp  the  place  which  ought  to 
be  filled  by  public  spirit,  the  legislation  of  Congress  will 
soon  be  converted  into  a  scramble  for  personal  and  sec- 


tional advantages.  Under  our  free  institutions,  the  citi- 
zens of  every  quarter*of  our  country  are  capable  of  at- 
taining a  high  degree  of  prosperity  and  happiness,  with- 
out seeking  to  profit  themselves  at  the  expense  of  others; 
and  every  such  attempt  must  in  the  end  fail  to  succeed, 
for  the  people  in'every  part  of  the  Unit^  States  are  too 
enlightened  not  to  understand  their  own  rights  and  inter- 
ests, and  to  detect  and  defeat  every  effort  to  gain  undue 
advantages  over  them;  snd  when  such  designs  are  dis- 
covered, it  naturally  provokes  resentments  which  csn- 
not  always  be  easily  allayed.  Justice,  full  and  ample 
justice,  to  every  portion  of  the  United  States,  should  be 
the  ruling  principle  of  every  freeman,  and  should  guide 
the  deliberations  of  every  public  body,  whether  it  be 
State  or  national. 

It  is  well  known  that  there  have  always  been  those 
amongst  ut  who  wish  to  enlsrge  the  powers  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government;  and  experience  would  seem  to  indi- 
cate that  there  is  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  this  Govern- 
ment to  overstep  the  boundaries  marked  out  for  it  by 
the  constitution.  Its  legitimate  authority  is  abundantly 
sufficient  for  all  the  purposes  for  which  it  wss  created; 
and  its  powers  being  expressly  enumerated,  there  can 
be  no  justification  for  claiming  sny  thing  beyond  them. 
Every  attempt  to  exercise  power  beyond  these  limita 
should  be  promptly  #nd  firmly  opposed.  For  one  evil 
exsmple  will  lead  to  other  measures  still  more  mischiev- 
ous; and  if  the  principle  of  constructive  powers,  or  sup- 
posed advantages,  or  temporary  circumstances,  shall  ever 
be  permitted  to  justify  ihe  assumption  of  s  power  not 
given  by  the  constitution,  the  General  Government  will 
before  long  absorb  all  the  powers  of  legislation,  snd  you 
will  have,  m  effect,  but  one  consolidated  Government. 
From  the  extent  of  our  country,  its  diversified  Interests, 
different  pursuits,  and  different  habits,  it  is  too  obvious 
for  srgument,  that  a  single  consolidated  Government 
would  be  wholly  inadequate  to  watch  over  and  protect 
its  interests;  and  every  friend  of  our  free  institutions 
should  be  always  prepared  to  maintain  unimpaired  snd 
in  full  vigor  the  rights  snd  sovereignty  of  the  States,  and 
to  confine  the  action  of  the  General  Government  strictly 
to  the  sphere  of  its  appropriate  duties. 

There  is,  perhaps,  no  one  of  the  powers  conferred  on 
the  Federal  Government  so  liable  to  abuse  as  the  taxing 
power.  The  most  productive  and  convenient  sources  of 
revenue  were  necessarily  given  to  it,  that  it  might  bo 
able  to  perform  the  important  duties  imposed  upon  it; 
and  the  taxes  which  it  lays  upon  commerce  being  con- 
cealed from  the  real  payer  in  the  price  of  the  article,  they 
do  not  so  resdify  attract  the  attention  of  the  people  aa 
snisller  sums  demanded  from  them  directly  by  the  tax- 
gatherer.  But  the  tax  imposed  on  goods  enhances  by 
so  much  the  price  of  the  commodity  to  the  consumer; 
and,  as  many  of  these  duties  are  imposed  on  articles  of 
necessity,  which  are  daily  used  by  the  grest  body  of  the 
people,  the  money  raised  by  these  imposts  is  drawn  IVom 
their  pockets.  Congress  has  no  right,  under  the  constitu- 
tion, to  tske  money  from  the  people,  unless  it  is  requi- 
red to  execute  some  one  of  the  specific  powers  intrusted 
to  the  Government;  and  if  they  raise  more  thsnis  neces- 
sary for  such  purposes  it  is  an  abuse  of  the  power  of 
taxation,  and  unjust  and  oppressive.  It  may,  indeed, 
happen  that  the  revenue  will  sometimes  exceed  the 
amount  anticipated  when  the  taxes  were  laid.  When, 
however,  this  is  sscertained,  it  is  easy  to  reduce  them, 
snrt,  in  such  a  case,  it  is  unquestionably  the  duty  of 
the  Government  to  reduce  them;  for  no  circumstances 
can  justify  it  in  assuming  a  power  not  given  to  it  by  the 
constitution,  nor  in  taking  away  the  money  of  the  people 
when  it  is  not  needed  for  the  legitimate  wants  of  the 
Government. 

Plain  as  these  principles  appear  to  be,  you  will  yet 
find  there  is  a  constant  effort  to  induce  the  General  Gov- 
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eminent  to  go  beyond  the  limits  of  iti  taxing  power^  and 
to  impoae  iinneceisary  burdeni  upon  the  people.  Many 
powerful  intereata  are  continually  at  work  to  proeure 
heavy  duties  on  commerce,  and  to  swell  the  revenue  be- 
yond the  real  necessities  of  the  public  lervice;  and  the 
country  has  already  felt  the  injurious  eflfecta  of  their 
combined  influence.  They  succeeded  in  obtaining  a 
tariff*  of  duties  bearing  most  oppressively  on  the  agri* 
cultural  and  laboring  classes  of  society,  and  producing  a 
revenue  that  could  not  be  usefully  ennployed  within  the 
range  of  the  powers  conferred  upon  Congressi  and,  in 
order  to  fssten  upon  the  people  this  unjust  and  unequal 
system  of  taxation,  extravagant  schemes  of  internal  im- 
provements were  got  up  in  various  quarters,  to  squander 
the  monev  and  to  purchase  support.  Thus  one  uncon- 
stitutional measure  was  intended  to  be  upheld  by 
another,  and  the  abuse  of  the  power  of  taxation  was  to 
be  maintained  by  usurping  the  power  of  expending  the 
money  in  internal  improvements.  You  cannot  have  for- 
gotten the  severe  and  doubtful  struggle  through  which 
we  passed  when  the  executive  department  of  the  Gov* 
ernment,  by  its  veto,  endeavored  to  arrest  tliis  pr^i- 
gal  scheme  of  injustice,  and  tol>riflg  back  the  legislation 
of  Congress  to  Ihfe  boundaries  prescribed  by  the  consti- 
tution. The  good  sense  and  practical  judgment  of  the 
people,  when  the  subject  was  brousht  before  them,  sus- 
tained the  course  of  the  Executive}  and  this  plan  of  un- 
constitutional expenditures  for  the  purposes  of  corrupt 
influence  is«  I  tniit,  finally  overthrown. 

The  result  of  this  decision  has  been  felt  in  the  rapid 
extinguishment  of  the  public  debt,  and  the  lar^^e  accu- 
^mulation  of  a  surplus  in  the  Treasury,  notwithstanding 
the  tariff  was  reduced,  and  is  now  very  far  below  the 
amount  originally  contemplated  by  its  advocates.  But, 
rely  upon  it,  the  design  to  collect  an  extravagant  reve- 
nue, and  to  burden  you  with  taxes  beyond  the  economi- 
cal wants  of  the  Government,  Is  not  yet  abandoned.  The 
various  interests  which  have  combined  together  to  im- 
pose a  heavy  tariff,  and  to  produce  an  overflowing 
Treasury,  are  too  strong,  and  have  too  much  at  alake,  to 
surrender  the  contest.  The  corporations  and  wealthy 
Individuals  who  are  engaged  in  Urge  manufacturing  es- 
tablishments desire  a  high  tariff  to  increase  their  gains. 
Designing  politicians  will  support  it  to  conciliate  their 
favor,  and  to  obtain  the  means  of  profuse  expenditure, 
for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  influence  in  other  quarters! 
and,  since  the  people  have  decided  that  the  Federal 
Government  cannot  be  permitted  to  employ  its  income 
in  internal  improvements,  efforts  will  be  made  to  seduce 
and  mislead  the  citizens  of  the  several  States,  by  holding 
out  tu  them  the  deceitful  prospect  of  benefits  to  be  de- 
rived from  a  surplus  revenue  collected  by  the  General 
Government,  and  annually  divided  among  the  States; 
and  iff  encouraged  by  these  fallacious  hopes,  the  States 
ahould  diaregard  the  principles  of  economy  which  ought 
to  characterize  every  republican  Government,  and 
ahould  indulge  in  lavish  expenditures,  exceeding  their 
resources,  they  will,  before  long,  find  themselves  op- 
pressed with  debts  which  they  are  unable  pay,  and  the 
temptation  will  become  irresistible  to  support  a  high 
tariff*  in  order  to  obtain  a  surplus  for  distribution.  Do 
not  allow  yourselves,  my  fellow -citizens,  tu  be  misled  un 
this  subject.  The  Federal  Government  cannot  collect 
a  surplus  fur  such  purposes,  without  violating  the  pnn- 
ciples  of  the  constitution,  and  assuming  powers  which 
have  not  been  granted.  It  is,  moreover,  a  system  uf  in- 
justice, andi  if  persisted  in,  will  inevitably  lead  to  cor- 
ruption, and  must  end  in  ruin.  The  surplus  revenue 
will  be  drawn  from  the  pockets  of  the  people,  from  the 
farmer,  the  mechanic,  and  the  laboring  classes  of  so- 
ciety i  but  who  will  receive  it  when  distributed  among 
the  States,  where  it  is  to  be  disposed  of  by  leading  State 
politiciaos,  who  have  friends  to  favor  and  political  par^ 


tisansto  gratify^  It  will  certainly  not  be  returned  to 
those  who  paid  it,  and  who  have  most  need  of  it,  and  kre 
honestly  entitled  to  it.  There  is  but  one  safe  rule;  and 
that  is,  to  confine  the  General  Government  rigidly  with- 
in the  sphere  of  its  appropriate  duties.  It  has  no  power 
to  raise  a  revenue  or  impose  taxes  except  for  the  pur- 
poses enumerated  in  the  constitution {  and  if  its  income 
is  found  to  exceed  these  wants,  it  should  be  forthwith 
reduced,  and  the  burden  of  the  people  so  far  lightened. 

In  reviewing  the  conflicts  which  have  taken  place  be- 
tween different  interests  in  the  United  States,  and  the 
policy  pursued  sin^e  the  adoption  of  our  present  form 
of  government,  we  find  nothing  that  has  produced  such 
deep'seated  evil  as  the  course  of  legislation  in  relation 
to  the  currency.  The  constitution  of  the  United  States 
unquestionably  intended  to  secure  to  the  people  a  circula- 
ting medium  of  gold  and  silver.  But  the  establiahmeDt 
of  a  national  bank  by  Congress,  with  the  privilege  of 
issuing  paper  money  receivable  in  the  payment  of  the 
public  dues,  and  the  unfortunate  courae  of  legislation  in 
the  several  States  upon  the  same  subject,  drove  from 
general  circulation  the  constitutional  currency,  attd  sub- 
stituted one  of  paper  in  its  place. 

It  was  not  easy  for  men  engaged  in  the  ordinary  pur- 
suits of  business,  whose  attention  had  not  been  particu- 
larly drawn  to  the  subject,  to  foresee  all  the  consequen- 
ces of  a  currency  exclusively  of  paper;  and  we  ought 
not,  on  that  account,  to  be  surprised  at  the  facility  with 
which  laws  were  obtained  to  carry  into  effect  the  paper 
system.  Honest  and  even  enlightened  men  are  some- 
times misted  by  the  specious  and  plausible  statements  of 
the  designing.  But  experience  has  now  proved  the 
mischiefs  and  dangers  of  a  paper  currency)  and  it  rests 
with  you  to  determine  whether  the  proper  remedy  shall 
be  applied. 

The  paper  system  being  founded  on  public  confi- 
dence, and  having  of  itself  no  intrinsic  value,  it  is  liable 
to  great  and  sudden  fluctuations;  thereby  rendering 
property  insecure,  and  the  wagea  of  labor  unsteady  and 
uncertain.  The  corporations  which  create  the  paper 
money  cannot  be  relied  upon  to  keep  the  circulating 
medium  uniform  in  amount.  In  times  of  prosperity, 
when  confidence  ia  high,  they  are  tempted,  by  the  pros- 
pect of  gain,  or  by  the  influence  of  those  who  hope  to 
profit  by  it,  to  extend  their  issues  of  paper  beyond 
the  bounds  of  discretion  and  the  reasonable  demands  of 
business.  And  when  these  issues  have  been  pushed  on, 
from  day  to  day,  until  public  confidence  is  at  length 
shaken,  then  a  reaction  takes  pLce,  and  they  immediate- 
ly withdraw  the  credits  they  have  given,  suddenly  cur- 
tail their  issues,  and  produce  an  unexpected  and  ruin- 
ous contraction  of  the  circulating  medium,  which  is  felt 
by  the  whole  community.  The  banks,  by  this  mean.% 
save  themselves,  and  the  mischievous  consequences  cf 
their  imprudence  or  cupidity  are  visited  upon  the  pub* 
lie.  Nor  does  the  evil  stop  here.  These  ebbs  and 
flows  in  the  currency,  and  these  indiscreet  extensions  of 
credit,  naturally  engender  a  spirit  of  speculation  injuri* 
ous  to  the  habits  and  charncter  of  the  people.  We  have 
already  seen  its  effects  in  the  wild  spirit  of  speculation 
in  the  public  lands  and  vsrious  kinds  of  stock,  which 
within  the  last  year  ortwo  tfeized  upon  such  a  multitude  of 
our  citizens,  aiid  threatened  to  pervade  all  classes  of  so- 
ciety, and  to  withdraw  their  attention  from  the  sober 
pursuits  of  honest  industry.  It  is  not  by  encouraging 
this  spirit  that  we  shall  best  preserve  public  virtue  and 
pmmote  the  true  interests  of  our  country.  But  if  your 
currency  continues  as  exclusively  paper  as  it  now  is,  it 
will  foster  this  eager  desire  to  amass  wealth  without  la* 
bort  it  «ill  multiply  the  number  of  dependents  on,  bank 
accommodations  and  bank  favors;  the  temptation  to  ob- 
tain money  at  any  sacrifice  will  become  airttnger  and 
stronger,  and  toevitably  lead  to  corruption,  which  will 
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find  its  wsy  into  your  public  councils,  snd  destroy,  at 
no  distant  day«  the  purity  of  your  Government.  Some 
oF  the  evils  which  arise  from  this  system  of  paper  press 
with  pecutisr  hardship  upon  the  class  of  society  least 
able  to  bear  it.  A  portion  of  this  currency  frequently  be* 
comes  depreciated  or  worthless,  and  all  of  it  is  easily 
counterfeited  in  such  a  manner  as  to  require  peculiar 
skill  and  much  experience  to  disting^uish  the  counterfeit 
from  tlie  genuine  note.  These  frauds  are  roost  [general- 
ly perpetrated  in  the  smaller  notes,  which  are  Uied  in 
the  daily  transactions  of  ordinsry  business;  and  the  losses 
occasioned  by  them  are  commonly  thrown  upon  the  la- 
boring classes  of  society,  whose  situation  and  pursuits 
pat  it  out  of  their  power  to  guard  themselves  from  these 
impositions,  and  whose  daily  wages  are  necessary  fur 
tbeir  subsistence.  It  is  the  duty  of  every  Government 
■o  to  regulate  its  currency  as  to  protect  this  numerous 
class,  aa  far  as  practicablCt  from  the  impositions  of  ava- 
rice and  frsad.  It  it  more  especially  the  dfJiXy  of  the 
United  States,  where  the  Government  is  emphatically 
the  Government  of  the  people,  and  wh^re  this  respects* 
ble  portion  of  our  citizens  are  so  proudly  distinguished 
from  the  laboring  classes  of  all  other  nations,  by  their 
Independent  spirit^  their  love  of  liberty,  their  intelli- 
gence, and  their  high  tone  of  moral  character.  Their 
industry,  in  peace,  is  the  source  of  our  wealth  {  and  their 
bravery,  in  war,  has  covered  us  with  glory s  and  the 
Goremment  of  the  United  States  will  but  ill  discharge 
its  dutres  if  it  leaves  them  a  prey  to  such  dishonest  im- 
positions. Tet  it  is  evident  that  their  interests  cannot 
be  efTectually  protected,  unless  silver  and  gold  are  re* 
stored  to  circulation. 

These  views  alone,  of  the  paper  currency,  are  sufB- 
cient  to  call  for  immediate  reform  $  but  there  is  another 
consideration  which  should  still  more  strongly  press  it 
upon  your  attention. 

Recent  events  have  proved  that  the  paper-money  sys- 
tem of  this  country  may  be  used  as  an  engine  to  under- 
mine your  free  institutions;  and  that  those  who  desire 
to  engross  all  power  in  the  hands  of  the  few,  and  to  gov- 
ern by  corruption  or  force,  are  aware  of  its  power,  and 
prepared  to  employ  it.  Your  banks  now  furnish  your 
only  circulating  medium,  and  money  is  plenty  or  scarce, 
according  to  the  quantity  of  notes  issued  by  them. 
While  they  have  capitals  not  greatly  disproponioned  to 
each  other,  they  are  competitors  in  business,  and  no  one 
of  them  can  exercise  dominion  over  the  rest;  and  al- 
though, in  the  present  state  of  the  currency,  these  bsnks 
msy  and  do  operate  injuriously  upon  the  habits  of  busi- 
nes«y  the  pecuniary  concerns,  and  the  moral  tone  of  so- 
ciety, yet,  from  their  number  snd  dispersed  situation, 
they  cannot  combine  for  tbe  purposes  of  political  influ- 
ence} and,  whatever  may  be  the  dispositions  of  some  of 
them,  tbeir  power  of  mischief  must  necessarily  be  con- 
fined to  a  narrow  apace,  and  felt  only  in  their  immediate 
neighborhoods. 

But  when  the  chsrter  for  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  waa  obtained  from  Congress,  it  perfected  the 
schemes  of  the  paper  system,  and  gfave  to  its  advocates 
the  position  they  have  struggled  to  obtain,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  Federal  Government  to  the  pres- 
ent hour.  The  immense  cspital  and  peculiar  privileges 
bestowed  upon  it  enabled  it  to  exercise  despotic  sway 
over  the  other  banks,  in  every  part  of  the  ceuntry.  From 
its  superior  strength,  it  could  seriously  injure,  if  not  de- 
stroy, the  buvness  of  any  one  nf  them  which  might  in- 
cur its  resentment;  and  it  openly  plaimed  for  itself  the 
power  of  regulating  the  currency  throughout  the  United 
States.  In  other  wurd%  it  asserted  (and  it  undoubtedly 
possessed)  the  power  to  make  money  plenty  or  scarce, 
at  its  pleasure,  at  any  time,  and  in  any  quarter  of  the 
Union,  by  controlling  the  issues  of  other  banks,  and  per- 
mitting an  expanaion,  or  compelling  a  general  contrac- 


tion, of  the  circulating  medium,  according  to  its  own 
will.  The  other  banking  institutions  were  sensible  of 
its  strength,  and  they  soon  generally  became  its  obedi- 
ent instruments,  ready  at  all  times  to  execute  its  man- 
dates; and  with  the  banks  necessarily  went,  also,  that 
numerous  clsss  of  persons  in  our  commercial  cities  who 
depend  altogether  on  bank  credits  for  their  solvency 
and  means  of  business;  snd  who  are  therefore  obliged, 
for  tbeir  own  safety,  to  propitiate  the  favor  of  the  money 
power  by  distinguished  zeal  and  devotion  in  its  service. 
The  result  of  the  ill-advised  legislstion  which  established 
this  grest  monopoly  was,  to  concentrate  the  whole  mo- 
neyed power  of  the  Union,  with  its  boundless  means  of 
corruption  and  its  numerous  dependents,  under  the  di- 
rection and  command  of  one  acknowledged  head;  thus 
organizing  this  particular  interest  as  one  body,  snd  se- 
curing to  it  unity  and  concert  of  action  throughout  the 
United  States,  and  enabling  it  to  bring  forward,  upon 
any  occasion.  Its  entire  snd  undivided  strength,  to  sup- 
port or  defeat  any  meuure  of  the  Government.  In  the 
hands  of  this  formidable  power,  thus  perCectly  organized, 
was  also  placed  unlimited  dominion  over  the  apriuunt  of 
the  circulating  medium,  giving  it  the  power  to  regulate 
the  value  of  property  and  the  fruita  of  labor  in  every* 
quarter  of  the  Union;  and  to  bestow  prosperity  or  bring 
ruin  upon  sny  city  or  section  of  the  country,  as  might 
best  comport  with  its  own  interest  or  policy. 

We  are  not  lef^  to  conjecture  how  the  moneyed  pow- 
er, thus  organized,  and  with  such  a  weapon  in  its  bands, 
would  be  likely  to  use  it.  Tbe  distress  and  alarm  which 
pervaded  and  agitated  the  whole  country  ehen  the  Bank 
of  tbe  United  Statea  waged  war  upon  the  people,  in  or- 
der to  compel  them  to  submit  to  its  demands,  cannot  yet 
be  forgotten.  The  ruthless  and  unspsring  temper  with 
which  whole  cities  and  communities  were  oppressed,  in- 
dividuals impoverished  and  ruined,  and  a  scene  of  cheer- 
ful prosperity  suddenly  changed  into  one  of  gloom  and 
despondency,  ought  to  be  indelibly  impressed  on  the 
memory  of  the  people  of  the  United  Statea  If  such  waa 
its  power  in  a  time  of  peace,  what  would  it  not  have 
been  in  a  seuon  of  war,  with  an  enemy  at  your  doors' 
No  nation  but  the  freemen  of  the  United  States  could 
have  Come  out  victorious  from  such  a  contest;  yet,  if  you 
had  not  conquered,  the  Government  would  have  passed 
from  the  hands  of  the  many  to  the  hands  of  the  few;  snd 
this  organized  money  power,  from  its  secret  conclave, 
would  have  dictated  the  choice  of  your  highest  officers, 
and  compelled  you  to  make  peace  or  war,  as  best  suited 
their  own  wishes.  Tbe  forms  of  your  Government 
might,  for  a  time,  have  remained,  but  its  living  spirit 
would  hsve  departed  from  it. 

The  distress  and  sufferings  inflicted  on  tbe  people  by 
the  bank  are  some  of  the  miits  of  thst  system  of  policy 
which  Is  continually  striving  to  enlarge  the  authority  of 
the  Federal  Government  beyond  the  limits  fixed  by  the 
cotistitution.  The  powers  enumerated  in  that  inatru« 
ment  do  not  confer  on  Congress  the  right  to  e&tabruh 
such  a  corporation  as  the  Bank  of  the  United  States;  and 
the  evil  consequences  which  followed  may  warn  us  of 
the  danger  of  departing  from  the  true  rule  of  construc- 
tion, snd  of  permitting  temporary  circumstances,  or  the 
hope  of  better  promoting  the  public  welfare,  to  influ- 
ence, in  any  degree,  our  decisions  upon  the  extent  of 
the  authority  of  the  General  Government.  Let  us  abido 
by  the  constitution  as  it  is  written,  or  amend  it,  in  the 
constitutional  mode,  if  it  is  found  to  be  defective. 

The  severe  lessons  of  experience  will,  I  duubt  not,  be 
sufficient  to  prevent  Congress  from  again  chartering  such 
a  nr.onopoly,  even  if  the  constitution  did  not  present  an 
insuperable  objection  to  it.  But  you  must  remember, 
n>y  fellow-citizens,  that  eternal  vigilance  by  the  people 
is  the  price  of  liberty;  and  that  you  must  pay  the  price 
:f  you  wish  to  secure  the  blessing.     It  behooves  you. 
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therefore,  to  be  watchful  in  your  States,  as  well  as  in 
the  Federal  Government.  The  power  which  the  mo- 
neyed interest  can  exercise,  when  concentrated  under  a 
single  head,  and  with  our  present  system  of  currenoy, 
was  sufficiently  demonstrated  in  the  struggle  made  by 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States.  Defeated  in  the  Gen- 
eral  GovernmenS  the  same  class  of  intriguers  and  poli- 
ticians will  now  resort  to  the  States,  and  endeavor  to  ob- 
tain there  the  same  organization  which  they  failed  to 
perpetuate  in  the  Union}  and  with  specious  and  deceit- 
ful plans  of  public  advsntagesj  and  State  interests,  and 
€tate  pride,  they  will  endeavor  to  establish,  in  the  dif- 
ferent States,  one  moneyed  institution,  with  overgrown 
capital,  and  exclusive  privileges,  sufficient  to  enable  it  to 
control  the  operations  of  the  other  banks.  Such  an  in- 
stitution will  be  pregnant  with  the  same  evils  produced 
by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  although  its  sphere 
of  action  isimore  confined;  and,  in  the  State  in  which  it 
is  chartered,  the  money  power  will  be  able  to  imbody 
its  whole  strength,  and  to  move  together  with  undivided 
force  to  accomplish  any  object  it  may  wish  to  attain. 
Yuu  have  already  had  abundant  evidence  of  its  power  to 
inflict  injury  upon  the  agricultural,  mechanical,  and  la- 
boring classes  of  society;  anM  over  those  whose  engage- 
ments in  tride  or  speculatipn  render  them  dependent  on 
bank  facilities,  the  dominion  of  the  State  monopoly  will 
be  absolute,  and  their  obedience  unlimited.  With  such 
a  bank  and  a  paper  currency,  the  money  power  would, 
in  a  few  years,  govern  the  State  and  control  its  meas- 
ures; and,  if  a  sufficient  number  of  States  can  be  induced 
to  create  such  establibhrnent?,  the  time  will  soon  come 
when  it  will  again  take  the  field  against  the  United 
Stales,  and  succeed  in  perfecting  and  perpetuating  its 
organization  by  a  charter  from  Congress. 

It  is  one  of  the  serious  evils  of  our  present  system  of 
banking,  that  it  enables  one  class  of  society,  and  that  by 
no  means  a  nutnerous  one,  by  its  control  over  the  cur- 
rency, to  act  injuriously  upon  the  interests  of  all  the 
othem,  and  to  exercise  more  than  its  just  proportion  of 
influence  in  political  affairs.  The  agricultural,  the  me- 
chanical, and  the  laboring  classes,  have  little  or  no  share 
in  the  direction  of  the  great  moneyed  corporations;  and, 
from  their  habits,  and  the  nature  of  their  pursuits,  they 
are  incapable  of  forming  extensive  combinations  to  act 
together  with  united  force.  Such  concert  of  action  may 
sometimes  be  produced  in  a  single  city,  or  in  a  small  dis- 
trict of  country,  by  means  of  personal  communications 
with  each  other;  but  they  have  no  regular  or  active  cor- 
respondence with  those  who  are  engaged  in  similar  pur- 
suits in  dibtant  places;  they  have  but  little  patronap^e  to 
give  to  the  presflu  and  exercise  but  a  small  share  of  mflu- 
ence  over  it;  they  have  no  crowd  of  dependents  about 
them,  who  hope  to  grow  rich  without  labor,  by  their 
countenance  and  favor,  and  who  are,  therefore,  always 
ready  to  execute  their  wishes.  The  planter,  the  farmer, 
the  mechanic,  and  the  laborer,  all  know  that  their  suc- 
cess depends  upon  their  own  industry  and  economy,  and 
that  they  mufct  not  expect  to  become  suddenly  rich  by 
the  fruits  of  their  toil.  Yet  these  classes  of  society  form 
the  great  body  of  the  people  of  the  United  States;  they 
are  the  bone  and  sinew  of  the  country;  men  who  love 
liberty,  and  desire  nothing  but  equal  rights  and  equal 
laws;  and  wh'^,  moreover,  hold  the  great  mass  of  our  na- 
tional wealth,  although  it  is  distributed  in  moderate 
amounts  among  the  millions  of  freemen  who  possess  it. 
But,  with  overwhelming  numbers  and  wealth  on  their 
side,  they  are  in  constant  danger  of  losing  their  fair  in- 
duence  in  the  Government,  and  witli  diiTiculty  maintain 
their  just  rights  against  the  incessant  efforts  daily  made 
to  encroach  upon  them.  The  mi&chief  springs  from  the 
power  which  the  moneyed  interest  derives  from  a  paper 
currency,  which  they  are  able  to  control;  from  the  mul- 
titude of  corporatiun?,  with  exclusive  privileges,  which 


they  have  succeeded  in  obtaining  io  the  different  Stateti 
and  which  are  employed  altogether -for  their  benefit ^ 
and,  unless  you  become  more  watchful  in  your  Statef, 
and  check  this  spirit  of  monopoly  and  thirst  for  exclusive 
privileges,  you  will,  in  the  end,  find  that  the  nioflt  im* 
portant  powers  of  Government  have  been  given  or  bar- 
tered away,  and  the  control  over  your  dearest  interei'j 
has  passed  into  the  hands  of  these  corporations. 

The  paper  money  system  and  its  natural  associations- 
monopoly  and  exclusive  privileges — luve  a1rea4y  struck 
their  roots  too  deep  in  the  soil;  and  it  will  require  ill 
your  efforts  to  check  its  further  growth,  and  to  eradicate 
the  evil.  The  men  who  profit  by  the  abuses,  and  deare 
to  perpetuate  them,  will  continue  to  besiege  the  halls  of 
legislation  in  the  General  Government  as  well  as  in  the 
Slates,  and  will  seek,  by  every  artifice,  to  mislead  and 
deceive  the  public  servants.  It  is  to  yourselves  thai  you 
must  look  for  safety,  and  the  means  of  guarding  and  per* 
petuating  your  Jree  institutions.  In  your  hands  ii  Hgbt' 
fully  placed  the  sovereignty  of  the  country,  and  (oyou 
every  one  placed  in  authority  is  ultimately  responsible. 
It  is  always  in  your  power  to  see  that  the  wishes  of  the 
people  are  carried  into  faithful  execution,  and  their  will, 
when  once  made  known,  must,  sooner  or  later,  be  obeyed. 
And  while  the  people  remain,  as  I  trust  they  ever  viH, 
uncorrupted  and  incorruptible,  and  continue  watchful 
and  jealous  of  their  rights,  the  Government  is  safe,  and 
the  cause  of  freedom  will  continue  to  triumph  orer  all 
its  enemies. 

But  it  will  require  steady  and  persevering  exeruoni 
on  your  part  to  rid  yourselves  of  the  iniquities  and  mis-  • 
chiefs  of  the  paper  system,  and  to  check  the  spirit  of 
monopoly  and  other.abuses  which  have  sprang  up  vith 
it,  and  of  which  it  is  the  main  support.  So  many  in- 
terests are  united  to  resist  all  reform  on  this  subject, 
that  you  must  not  hope  the  conflict  willt>e  a  short  one, 
nor  success  easy.  My  humble  efforts  have  not  been 
spared,  during  my  administration  of  the  Goveroiaent,  to 
restore  the  constitutional  currency  of  gold  and  siWer. 
and  something,  I  trust,  has  been  done  towards  the  ac- 
complishment of  this  most  desirable  object.  But  esougb 
yet  remains  to  require  all  your  energy  and  perseveran^. 
The  power,  however,  is  in  your  hands,  and  the  remedy 
must  snd.  will  be  applied,  if  you  determine  upon  it. 

While  1  am  thus  endeavoring  to  press  upon  your  at- 
tention the  principles  which  I  deem  of  vital  importance 
in  the  domestic  concerns  of  the  country,  t  ought  not  to 
pass  over,  without  notice,  the  important  considerauonj 
which  should  govern  your  policy  towards  foreign  Pow- 
ers. It  is,  unquestionably,  our  true  interest  to  culliwic 
the  most  friendly  understanding  with  every  nation,  in<j 
to  avoid,  by  every  honorable  means,  the  calamities  oi 
war;  and  we  shall  best  attain  this  object  by  frankness 
and  sincerity  in  our  foreign  intercourse,  by  thr  prom 
and  faithful  execution  of  treaties,  and  by  justice  »na 
impartiality  in  our  conduct  to  all.  But  no  nation,  how- 
ever desirous  of  peace,  can  hope  to  escape  ^^^'^ 
collisions  with  other  Powers;  and  the  soundest  aict«« 
of  policy  require  that  we  bhould  place  ourselves  m  » 
condition  to  assert  our  rights,  if  a  resort  to  force  sojwiw 
ever  become  necessary.  Our  local  situation,  p"*"*""^ 
line  of  seacoast,  indented  by  numerous  bays,  **^"^^? 
rivers  opening  into  the  interior,  as  well  ss  our  '^^^'^v 
and  still  increasing  commerce,  point  to  th*  nsvy  asou 
natural  means  of  defence.  It  wiH,  in  the  end,  be  touno 
to  be  the  cheapest  and  most  effectual;  and  now  is  in 
time,  in  a  season  of  peace,  and  with  an  overflowing  re  • 
enue,  that  we  can,  year  after  year,  add  to  ilsstreng  • 
without  increasing  the  burdens  of  the  people,  i 
your  true  policy.  For  your  navy  will  not  only  pwif|;^ 
your  rich  and  flourishir.g  commerce  •"  ^****"^  ***^  ^.,1| 
will  enable  you  to  reach  and  annoy  the  cne«>y».*"  . 
give  to  defence  its  greatest  efficiency,  by  meeting  a* 
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f[er  At  a  dbUnce  from  home.  It  is  impossible,  by  any 
ine  of  foKificatlons,  to  guard  every  point  from  attack 
against  a  hostile  force  advancing  from  the  ocean  and  se- 
lecthig  its  object^  but  they  are  indispensable  to  protect 
cities  from  bombardment,  dock  yards  and  naval  arsenals 
from  destruction!  to  give  shelter  to  merchant  vessels  in 
time  of  war,  and  to  single  ships  or  weaker  squadrons 
when  pressed  by  superior  force.^  Fortifications  of  this 
description  cannot  be  too  soon  completed  and  armed, 
and  pUovd  in  a  condition  of  the  most  perfect  prepara- 
tion. The  abundant  means  we  now  possess  cannot  be 
applied  in  any  manner  more  useful  to  the  countryt  and 
when  this  is  done,  and  our  naval  force  sufficiently 
strengthened,  and  our  militia  armed,  we  need  not  fear 
that  any  nation  will  wantonly  insult  us,  or  needlessly 
provoke  hostilities.  We  shall  more  certainly  preserve 
peace,  when  it  is  well  understood  that  we  are  prepared 
for  war. 

In  presenting  to  you,  my  fellow^itizens,  these  part- 
ing counsels,  I  have  brought    before  you  the  leading 
principles  upon  which  I  endeavored  to  administer  the 
Government  in  the  high  office   with  which  you  twice 
honored  me.     Knowing  that  the  path  of  freedom  is  con- 
tinually beset  by  enemies,  who  of^en  assume  the  disguise 
of  friends,  I  have  devoted  the  last  hours  of  my  public 
life  to  warn  you  of  the  dangers.    The  progress  of  the 
United  States,  under  our  free  and  happy  institutions, 
has  surpassed  the  most  sanguine  hopes  of  the  founders 
of  the  republic.     Our  growth  has  been  rapid  beyond 
all  former  example,  in  numbers,  in  wealth,  in  knowl- 
edge, and  all  the  useful  arts  which  contribute  to  the 
comforts  and  convejiience  of  mant  and  from  the  earliest 
ages  of  history  to   the  present   day  there  never  have 
been  thirteen  millions  of  people  associated  in  one  politi- 
cal  body,  vrho  enjoyed  so  much  freedom  and  happiness 
as  the  people  of  these  United  States.    You  have  no 
lunger  any  cause  to  fear  danger  from  abroad;  your 
strength  and   power  are  well  known  throughout  the 
ciTtlised  world,  as  well  as  the  high  and  gallant  bearing 
of  your  sons.     It    is  from    within,  among  yourselves, 
from  cupidity,  from  corruption,  from  disappointed  am- 
bition, and  inordinate  thirst  for  power,  that  factions  will 
be  formed  and  liberty  endangered.     It  is  against  such 
designs,  whatever  disguise  the  actors  may  assume,  that 
you  have  eepecially  to  guard  yourselves.    You  have  the 
highest  of  human  trusts  committed  to  your  care.     Provi- 
dence has  sliowcred  on  this  favored  land  blessing^  with- 
out number,  and  has  chosen  you  as  the  guardians  of 
freedom  to  preserve  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  bumsn  race. 
May  He  who  holds  in  his  bands  the  destinies  of  nations 
make  you    worthy  of  the  favors  he  has  bestowed ,  and 
enable  you,   with  pure  hearts  and  pure  hands,  and 
ilerpless  vigilance,  to  guard  and  defend  to  the  end  of 
tiote  the  great  charge  he  has  committed  to  your  keep- 
ing. 

My  own  race  is  nearly  run;  advanced  age  and  failing 
health  warn  me  that  before  long  I  must  pas9  beyond  the 
reach  of  human  events,  and  cease  to  feel  the  vicissitudes 
of  human  affairs.  I  thank  God  that  my  life  has  been 
spent  in  a  land  of  liberty,  and  that  he  has  given  me  a 
heart  to  love  my  country  with  the  affection  of  a  son. 
And,  filled  with  gratitude  for  your  constant  and  unwaver- 
ing kindness,  I  bid  you  a  last  and  affectionate  farewell. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

MiacB  4,  1837. 

Preeideni  Van  Buren'a  Inaugural  Addresi, 

VELLow-ctTizsas:  The  practice  of  all  my  predeces- 
sors imposes  on  me  an  obligation  I  cheerfully  fulfil,  to 
accompany  the  first  and  solemn  act  of  my  public  trust 
with  an  avowal  of  the  principles  that  will  guide  me  in 
performing  it,  and  an  expression  of  my  feelings  on  as- 
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suming  a  charge  so  responsible  and  vast  In  imitating 
their  example  I  tread  in  the  footsteps  of  illustrious  men, 
whose  superiors,  it  is  our  happiness  to  believe,  are  not 
found  on  the  executive  calenaar  of  any  country.  Among 
them  we  recognise  the  earliest  and  firmest  pillars  of  the 
republic;  those  by  whom  our  national  independence  was 
first  declared;  him  who,  above  all  others,  contributed  to 
establish  it  on  the  field  of  battle;  and  those  whose  ex- 
panded intellect  and  patriotism  constructed,  improved, 
and  perfected,  the  inestimable  institutions  under  which 
we  live.  If  such  men,  in  the  position  I  now  occupy,  felt 
themselves  overwhelmed  by  a  sense  of  gratitude  for  this,  0 
the  highest  of  all  n|^rks  of  their  country's  confidence, 
and  by  a  consciousness  of  their  inability  adequately  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  an  office  so  difficult  and  exalted, 
how  much  more  must  these  considerations  affect  one 
who  can  rely  on  no  such  claims  for  favor  or  forbearance. 
Unlike  all  who  have  preceded  me,  the  Revolution,  that 
gave  us  existence  as  one  people,  was  achieved  at  the 
period  of  my  birth;  and,  whilst  I  contemplate  with  grate- 
ful reverence  that  memorable  event,  I  feel  that  I  belong 
to  a  later  age,  and  that  I  may  not  expect  my  country, 
men  to  weigh  my  actiona  with  the  same  kind  and  partial 
hand. 

So  sensibly,  fellow-citizens,  do  these  circumstances 
press  themselves  upon  me,  that  I  should  not  dare  to  en- 
ter upon  my  path  of  duty,  did  I  not  look  for  the  gener- 
ous aid  of  those  who  will  be  associated  with  me  in  the 
various  and  co-ordinate  branches  of  the  Government;  did 
I  not  repose,  with  unwavering  reliance,  on  the  patriot- 
ism, the  intelligence,  and  the  kindness,  of  a  people  who 
never  yet  deserted  a  public  servant  honestly  laboring  in 
their  cause;  and,  above  all,  did  1  not  permit  myself  hum- 
bly to  hope  for  the  sustaining  support  of  an  ever-watch- 
ful and  beneficent  Providence. 

To  the  confidence  and  consolation  derived  from  these 
sources,  it  would  be  ungrateful  not  to  add  those  which 
spring  from  our  present  fortunate  condition.  Though 
not  altogether  exempt  from  embarrassments  that  disturb 
our  tranquillity  at  home  and  threaten  it  abroad,  yet,  in 
all  the  attributes  of  a  great,  happy,  and  flourishing  peo- 
pie,  we  stand  without  a  parallel  in  the  world.  Abroad, 
we  enjoy  the  respect  and,  with  scarcely  an  exception, 
the  friendship  of  every  nation.  At  home,  while  our 
Government  quietly,  but  efficiently,  performs  the  sole 
legitimate  end  of  political  institutions,  in  doing  the 
greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number,  we  present  an 
■ggrregate  of  human  prosperity  surely  not  elsewhere  to 

be  found. 

How  imperious,  then,  is  the  obligation  imposed  upon 
every  citizen,  in  his  own  sphere  of  action,  whether  lim- 
ited or  extended,  to  exert  himself  in  perpetuating  a  con- 
dition of  things  %o  singularly  happy.  All  the  lessons  of 
history  and  experience  must  be  lost  upon  us,  if  we  sre 
content  to  trust  slone  to  the  peculiar  advantages  we  hap- 
pen to  possessv  Position  and  climate,  and  the  bounte- 
ous resources  that  nature  has  scattered  witt>  so  liberal  a 
hand— even  the  diffused  intelligence  and  elevated  char- 
acter of  our  people — will  avail  us  nothing,  if  we  fail  sa- 
credly to  uphold  those  political  institutions  that  were 
wisely  and  deliberately  formed  with  reference  to  every 
circumstance  that  could  preserve,  or  might  endanger, 
the  blessings  we  enjoy.  The  thoughtful  framers  of  our 
constitution  legislated  for  our  country  as  they  found  it. 
Looking  upon  it  with  the  eyes  of  statesmen  and  of  patri- 
ots, thev  saw  all  the  sources  of  rapid  and  wonderful 
prosperity;  but  they  saw  also  that  various  habits,  opin- 
ions, and  institutions,  peculiar  to  the  various  portions  of 
so  vast  a  region,  were  deeply  fixed.  Distinct  sovereign- 
ties were  in  sctual  existence,  whose  cordial  union  was 
essential  to  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  all.  Between 
many  of  them  there  was,  at  least  to  some  extent,  a  real 
diversity  of  Tnterests,  liable  to  be  exaggerated  through 
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linister  designgi  they  differed  in  size,  in  population,  In 
wealth,  and  in  actual  and  prospectiTe  resources  and 
powrri  they  varied  in  the  character  of  their  industry 
and  staple  productionsi  and  in  some  existed  domestic  in- 
stitutions which,  unwisely  disturbed,  mij^ht  endanger 
the  harmony  of  the  whole.  Most  carefully  were  all 
these  circumstances  weighed,  snd  the  foundations  of  the 
liew  Government  laid  upon  principles  of  reciprocal  con- 
cession and  equitable  compromise.  The  jealousies  which 
tbe  smaller  States  might  entertain  of  the  power  of  the 
rest  were  allayed  by  a  rule  of  representation,  confessed- 
^1y  unequal  at  the  time,  and  designed  forever  to  remain 
so.  A  natural  fear  that  tbe  broad  scope  of  general  le* 
gislation  might  bear  upon,  and  unwisely  control,  partic- 
iilar  interests,  was  counteracted  by  limits  strictly  drawn 
around  the  action  of  the  federal  authority;  and  to  the 
people  and  the  States  was  left  unimpaired  their  sove- 
reign power  over  the  innumerable  subjects  embrsced  in 
the  internal  government  of  a  just  republic,  excepting 
such  only  as  necessarily  appertain  to  the  concerns  of  the 
whole  confederacy,  or. its  intercourse,  as  a  united  com- 
munity, with  the  other  nations  of  the  world. 

This  provident  forecsst  has  been  verified  by  time. 
Half  a  century,  teeming  with  Extraordinary  events,  snd 
elsewhere  producing  astonishing  results,  has  passed 
along,  but  on  our  institutions  it  Aas  left  no  injurious 
marK.  From  a  small  community  we  have  risen  to  a  peo- 
ple powerful  in  numbers  and  in  strength;  but  with  our 
increase  has  gone,  hand  in  hand,  the  progress  of  just 
principles;  the  privileges,  civil  and  religiout,  of  the 
humblest  individual  are  still  sacredly  protected  at  home; 
and,  while  the  valor  and  fortitude  of  our  people  have 
removed  far  from  us  the  slightest  apprehension  of  for- 
eign power,  they  have  not  yet  induced  us,  in  a  single 
instance,  to  forget  what  is  right.  Our  commerce  has 
been  extended  to  the  remotest  nations;  the  value  and 
even  nature  of  our  productiona  has  been  greatly  chang- 
ed; a  wide  difference  has  arisen  in  the  relative  wealth 
and  resources  of  every  portion  of  our  country;  yet  the 
spirit  of  mutual  regard  and  of  faithful  adherence  to  ex- 
iating  compacts  has  continued  to  prevail  in  our  councils, 
and  never  long  been  absent  from  our  conduct;  We 
have  learned  by  experience  a  fruitful  lesson:  that  an  im- 
plicit and  undeviaiing  adherence  to  the  principles  on 
which  we  set  out  can  carry  us  prosperously  onward, 
through  all  the  conflicts  of  circumstances  and  the  vicissi- 
tudes inseparable  from  the  lapae  of  years. 

The  success  that  haa  thus  attended  our  great  experi- 
ment is,  in  itself,  a  sufficient  cause  for  gratitude,  on  ac- 
count of  tbe  happiness  it  has  actually  conferred,  and 
the  example  it  baa  unanswerably  given.  But  to  me,  my 
fellow-citizens,  looking  forward  to  the  far-distant  future, 
with  ardent  prayers  and  confiding  hopes,  this  retrospect 
presents  a  ground  for  still  deeper  delight.  It  impresses 
on  my  mind  a  firm  belief  that  the  perpetuity  of  our  in- 
stitutions depends  upon  ourselves;  that,  if  we  maintain 
the  principles  on  which  they  were  established,  they  are 
destined  to  confer  tbeir  benefits  on  countless  generations 
yet  to  come;  and  that  America  will  preaent  to  every 
friend  of  mankind  the  cheering  proof  that  a  popular  Gov- 
ernment, wisely  formed,  is  wanting  in  no  element  of  en- 
durance or  strength.  Fifty  years  sgo,  its  rapid  failure 
was  boldly  predicted.  Latent  and  uncontrollable  causes 
of  diuolution  were  suposed  to  exist,  even  by  tbe  wise 
and  good;  and  not  only  did  unfriendly  or  speculative  the- 
orists anticipate  for  us  the  fate  of  past  republics,  but  the 
fears  of  many  an  honest  patriot  overbalanced  his  san« 
guine  hopes.  Look  back  on  these  forebodings,  not  has- 
tily, but  reluctantly  made,  and  see  bow,  in  every  In- 
stance, they  have  completely  failed. 

An  imperfect  experience,  during  tbe  struggles  of  the 
Revolution,  was  supposed  to  warrant  the  belief  that  the 
people  would  not  bear  the  taxation  rcquiaitc  to  discharge 


an  immense  public  debt  already  incurred,  and  to  defraj 
the  necessary  expenses  of  the  Government.  The  cost 
of  two  wars  has  been  paid,  not  only  without  a  nurmur, 
but  with  unequalled  alacrity.  No  one  is  now  ItA  to 
doubt  that  every  burden  will  be  cheerfully  borne  that 
may  be  necessary  to  sustain  our  civil  institutions,  orguirJ 
our  honor  or  our  welfare.  Indeed,  all  experience  hu 
shown  that  the  willingneu  of  the  people  to  contribute  to 
these  ends,  in  cases  of  emergency,  hu  uniformlv  outrim 
the  confidence  of  tbeir  representatives.  * 

In  the  early  stages  of  the  new  Government,  when  iD 
felt  the  imposing  influence  aa  they  recognised  tbe  une- 
qualled services  of  the  first  President,  it  was  a  cotnmcn 
sentiment,  that  the  great  weight  of  bis  character  coilJ 
alone  bind  the  discordant  materials  of  our  Government 
together,  and  aave  us  fronf  the  violence  of  contending 
factions.  Since  bis  death  nearly  forty  years  sregone. 
Party  exasperation  has  been  often  carried  to  its  h'l^tti 
point;  tbe  virtue  and  the  fortitude  of  the  people  have 
sometimes  been  greatly  tried;  yet  our  system,  purified 
and  enhanced  in  value  by  all  it  has  encounteredi  ttill 
preserves  its  spirit  of  free  and  fearless  discussion,  blend- 
ed with  unimpaired  fraternal  feeling. 

The  capacity  of  the  people  for  lelf-govemment,  and 
their  willingness,  from  a  high  sense  of  duty,  snd  without 
those  exhibitions  of  coercive  power  so  gene rsHy  employ- 
ed in  other  countries,  td  submit  to  alt  needrnl  restrain!! 
and  exactions  of  the  municipal  law,  have  also  been  fa- 
vorably exemplified  in  the  hiatory  of  the  American 
States.  Occasionally,  it  is  true,  the  ardor  of  public  ken 
timent,  outrunning  the  regular  progress  of  the  judicial 
tribunals,  or  seekmg  to  reach  cases  not  denounc^^  m 
criminal  by  the  existing  law,  has  displayed  itself  in  i 
manner  calculated  to  give  pain  to  the  friends  of  tree 
.government,  and  to  encoursge  the  hopes  of  those  wl a 
wish  for  its  overthrow.  These  occurrence*,  however, 
have  been  far  less  frequent  in  our  country  than  in  wy 
other  of  equal  population  on  the  globe;  and,  with  tbe 
diffusion  of^  intelligence,  it  mav  well  be  hoped  that  theyj 
will  conatantly  djminish  in  frequency  and  violence. 
The  generous  patriotism  and  sound  common  sense  o\ 
the  great  mass  of  our  fellow-citizens  will  assuredly,  n 
time,  produce  thia  result;  for  as  every  assunoption  oUw- 
gal  power  not  only  wounds  the  majesty  of  the  hv,  but 
furnishes  a  pretext  for  abridging  the  liberties  of  the  p^(> 
pie,  the  latter  have  the  roost  direct  and  permanent  in- 
terest in  preserving  the  landmarks  of  social  order,  *^ 
maintaining,  on  all  occasiona,  the  inviolability  o»  '^^ 
constitutional  and  legal  provisions  which  they  ibecuelves 
have  inade. 

In  a  supposed  unfitness  of  our  institutions  for  ^^^ 
hostile  emergencies  which  no  country  can  slwiy^  *^?"' 
their  frienda  found  a  fruitful  source  of  apprebension. 
their  enemies  of  hope.     While  they  foresaw  le««  P^^P'; 
ness  of  action  than  in  Governments  difTerenily  loriw^ 
they  overlooked  the  far  more  important  con»»deNUM 
that,  with  us,  war  could  never  be  the  result  of  mdivici 
al  or  irresponsible  will,  but  roust  be  a  meayurc  o\  k^ 
dress  for  injuries  sustained,  voluntarily  resorted  to 
those  who  were  to  bear  the  necessary  sacrifice,  wa^ 
would  consequently  feel  an  individual  interest  m 
contest,   and  whose  energy  would  be  comrof"*"^' 
with  the  diflicuhies  to  be  encountered.    Actual  e»e|' 
have  proved  their  error;  the  last  war,  far  from  iwp*|f' j*; 
gave  new  confidence  to  our  Government?  and,  '""'J^j^J 
cent  apprehensions  of  a  similar  conflict,  we  s**.^"'    ,, 
encrgiea  of  our  country  would  not  be  wanting  in  *^r'^ 
season  to  vindicate  its  rights.     We  may  not  P^*^^ 
we  should  not  desire  to  possess,  the  extended  and  e  ^^ 
ready  military  organization  of  other  nstionsj  v«    j 
occasionally   auflTer  in  th^  outset  for  the  *»"*  ^,;j,j 
but  among  ourselves,  all  doubt  upon  Ibis  grea  pj-'^ 
has    ceased,   while  a    salutary    experience  wi»  1^ 


2181 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS, 


2182 


Mabcb  4,  1837.] 


Prc$ident  Fan  Bunn'a  Inaugural  Addttn. 


[H.  or  R. 


Tent  a  contrary  opinion  from  inviting  aggresiion  from 
abroad. 

Certain  danger  waa  foretold  from  the  extension  of  our 
territory,  the  multiplication  of  States,  and  the  increase 
of  population.  Our  system  waa  auppoaed  to  be  adapted 
only  to  boundariea  comparatively  narrow.  These  have 
been  widened  beyond  conjecture;  the  membera  of  our 
confederacy  are  alreadjr  doubled;  and  the  numbers  of 
our  people  are  incredibly  augmented.  The  alleged 
causes  of  danger  have  long  surpassed  anticipation,  but 
none  ol  the  consequences  hare  followed.  The  power 
and  influence  of  the  republic  have  risen  to  a  height  ob- 
vious to  all  mankind;  respect  for  its  authority  was  not 
more  apparent  at  its  ancient  than  it  ia  at  its  present  lim. 
its;  new  and  inexhaustible  aources  of  general  prosperity 
have  been  opened;  the  effects  of  distance  have  been 
averted  by  the  inventive  genius  of  ou«  people,  develop- 
ed and  fostered  by  the  spirit  of  our  institutions,  and  the 
enlarged  variety  and  amount  of  interests,  productions, 
and  pursuits,  have  atrengthened  the  chain  of  mutual  de- 
pendence, and  formed  a  circle  of  mutual  benefiia  too  ap- 
parent ever  to  be  overlooked. 

In  justly  balancing  the  powers  of  the  Federal  and 
State  authorities^  difficulties  nearly  insurmountable  arose 
at  the  outset,  and  subsequent  collisions  were  deemed  in- 
evitable. Amid  these,  it  waa  acarcely  believed  poasible 
that  A  scheme  of  government,  so  complex  in  construc- 
tion, could  remain  uninjured.  From  time  to  time  em- 
barrasamenta  have  certainly  occurred;  but  how  just  is 
(he  confidence  in  future  safety  imparted  by  the  knowl- 
edge that  each  in  auccession  has  been  happily  removed. 
Overlooking  partial  and  temporary  evils,  as  mseparable 
from  the  practical  operation  of  ail  human  institutiona, 
and  looking  onijr  to  the  general  reault,  every  patriot  haa 
reason  to  be  aatiafted.  While  the  Federal  Government 
hts  succeaafully  performed  its  appropriate  functiona  in 
relation  to  foreign  affairs  and  concerns  evidently  nation- 
al, that  of  every  State  has  remarkibly  improved  in  pro- 
tecting^ and  developing  local  interests  and  individual 
velf^rcf;  and  if  the  vibrations  of  authority  have  occaaion* 
ally  lended  too  much  towards  one  or  the  other,  it  is  un- 
que»t.oiiably  certain  that  the  ultimate  operation  of  the 
entire  system  haa  been  to  atrengthen  all  the  exiating  in- 
stituiioska,  and  to  elevate  our  wbule  country  in  prosperity 
and  renown. 

Ttie  laat«  perhaps  the  greatest,  of  the  prominent 
sources  of  discord  and  disaster  suppoaed  to  lurk  in  our 
political  condition,  was  the  institution  of  domestic  sla- 
very. Our  forefatnera  were  deeply  impressed  with  the 
delicacy  of  this  subject,  and  they  treated  it  with  a  for- 
bearance so  evidently  wiae,  that,  in  spite  of  every  sinis- 
ter foreboding,  it  never,  until  the  present  period,  dis- 
turbed the  tranquillity  of  our  common  country.  Such  a 
result  is  sufficient  evidence  of  the  justice  and  the  patriot- 
isn  of  their  course:  it  is  evidence,  not  to  be  mistaken, 
that  an  adherence  to  it  can  prevent  all  embarrassment 
from  this,  as  well  as  from  every  other  anticipated  cause 
of  diffijculty  or  danger.  Have  not  recent  events  made  it 
obvious  to  the  sitgtitest  reflection,  that  the  leaat  devia- 
tion from  thia  spirit  of  forbearance  is  injurious  to  every 
interei»r,  that  of  humanity  included?  Amidst  the  vio- 
lence of  excited  passions,  this  generous  and  fraternal 
feeling  hiis  been  sometimes  diaregarded;  and,  standing 
as  I  now  do  before  my  countrymen  in  this  high  pUce  of 
honor  and  of  tru&t,  I  cannot  refrain  from  anxiously  invo- 
king my  fellow-citizens  never  to  be  deaf  to  its  dictates. 
Perceiving,  before  my  election,  the  deep  interest  this 
subject  was  beginning  to  eicite,  I  believed  it  a  solemn 
d'lty  fully  to  make  known  my  sentiments  in  regard  to  it; 
and  now,  when  every  motive  for  miarepreaentation  has 
patted  away,  I  trust  that  they  will  be  candidly  weighed 
and  understood.  At  least,  they  will  be  my  standard  of 
condact  ia  the  path  before  me.    I  then  declared  that,  if 


the  desire  of  those  of  my  countrymen  who  were  favora- 
ble to  my  election  was  gratified,  "  I  must  go  into  the 
presidential  chair  the  inflexible  and  uncompromising  op- 
ponent of  every  attempt,,  on  the  part  of  Congress,  to 
abolish  slsvery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  againat  the 
wiahea  of  the  slaveliolding  States;  and  also  with  a  deter- 
mination equally  decided  to  resist  the  alighteat  interfer- 
ence with  It  in  the  Statea  where  it  exists."  I  submitted 
also  to  my  fellow-citizens,  with  fulness  and  frankness, 
the  reaaoMs  which  led  me  to  thia  determination.  The 
result  authorizes  me  to  believe  that  they  have  been  ap-. 
proved,  and  are  confided  in,  by  a  majority  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  including  thoae  whom  they  moat 
immediately  affect.  It  now  only  remains  to  add,  that  no 
bill  conflicting  with  these  views  can  ever  receive  my 
constitutional  sanction.  These  opinions  have  been  adopt- 
ed in  the  firm  belief  that  they  are  in  accordance  with 
the  apirit  that  actuated  the  venerated  fathers  of  the  re- 
public, and  that  aucceeding  experience  ha«  proved  them 
to  be  humane,  patriotic,  expedient,  honorable,  and  just. 
If  the  agitation  of  this  subject  was  intended  to  reach  the 
atability  of  our  institutions,  enough  haa  occurred  to  show 
that  it  has  aignally  failed;  and  that  in  this,  a«*in  every 
other  inatance,  the  apprehensions  of  the  timid  and  the 
hopes  of  the  wicked  for  the  destruction  of  our  Govern- 
ment are  again  destined  to  be  disappointed.  Here  and 
there,  indeed,  scenes  of  dangeroua  excitement  have  oc- 
curred; terrifying  instanc^a  of  local  violence  have  been 
witnessed;  and  a  reckless  disregard  of  the  conaequences 
of  their  conduct  has  exposed  individuals  to  popular  in- 
dignation; but  neither  masses  of  the  people,  nor  aee- 
tions  of  the  country,  have-  been  swerved  from  their  de- 
Totion  to  the  bond  of  union,  and  the  principlea  it  haa 
made  sacred.  It  will  be  ever  thus.  Such  attempts^t 
dangeroua  agitation  may  periodically  return,  but  with 
each  the  object  will  be  better  understood.  That  pre- 
dominating affection  for  our  political  syatem  which  pre- 
vaila  throughout  our  territorial  limits;  that  calm  and 
enlightened  judgment  which  ultimately  governs  our 
people  as  one  vast  body,  will  alwaya  be  at  hand  to 
reaiat  and  control  every  effort,  fureii^fi  or  domestic, 
which  aima  or  would  lead  to  overthrow  our  Institu* 
tions. 

What  can  be  more  gratifying  than  aueh  a  retrospect  as 
this!  We  look  back  on  obataclea  avoided,  and  danj^ers 
overcome;  on  expectations  more  than  realized,  and  pros- 
perity perfectly  aecured.  To  the  hopes  of  the  hostile^ 
the  fears  of  the  timid,  and  the  douhta  of,  the  anxious,  ac- 
tual experience  has  given  the  conclusive  reply.  We 
have  seen  time  gradually  dispel  every  unfavorable  fore- 
boding, and  our  conatitution  surmount  every  adverae  cir- 
cumstance, dreaded  at  the  outset  as  beyond  control. 
Present  excitement  will,  at  all  times,  mwgnify  present 
dangers;  but  true  philosophy  muat  teach  ua  that  none 
more  threatening  than  the  past  can  remain  to  be  over- 
come; and  we  ought,  for  we  have  just  reason,  to  entertain 
an  abiding  confidence  in  the  atability  of  our  institutions^ 
and  an  entire  conviction  that,  if  administered  in  the  true 
form,  character,  and  spirit,  in  which  they  were  establiah- 
ed,  they  are  abundantly  adequate  to  preaerve  to  us  and 
our  children  the  rich  blessings  already  derived  from 
them;  to  make  our  beloved  land,  for  a  thousand  genera- 
tions,  that  chosen  spot  wheae  happiness  springs  from  a 
perfect  equality  of  political  rights. 

For  myself,  therefore,  I  desire  to  declare,  that  the 
principle  that  will  govern  me,  in  the  high  duty  to  which 
my  country  calla  me,  is  a  strict  adherence  to  the  letter 
and  spirit  of  the  constitution,  as  it  was  designed  by  those 
who  frame<i  it.  Looking  back  to  it  as  a  sacred  instru- 
ment, carefully  and  not  easily  framed;  remembering  that 
it  was  throughout  a  work  of  concession  and  compromise; 
viewing  it  aa  limited  to  national  objects;  regarding  it  as 
leaving  to  (be  people  and  the  Slates  all  power  not  ex* 
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plicitly  parted  with{  I  sbftll  endeavor  to  preserve,  pro- 
tect, and  defend  it,  by  anxiously  referring  to  its  provi- 
sion for  direction  in  every  action.  To  matters  of  do- 
mestic concernment  which  it  has  intrusted  to  the  Federal 
Government,  and  to  such  as  relate  to  our  intercourse 
with  foreign  nations,  1  shall  zealously  devote  myself;  be- 
yond those  limits  1  shall  never  pass. 

To  enter,  on  this  occasion,  into  a  further  or  more  mi- 
nute exposition  of  my  views  on  the  various  questions  of 
domestic  policy,  would  be  as  obtrusive  as  it  is  probably 
unexpected.  Before  the  suffrsges  of  my  countrymen 
were  conferred  upon  me,  I  submitted  to  th^,  with 
great  precision,  my  opiniona  on  all  the  most  prominent 
of  these  subjects.  Those  opinions  I  ahall  endeavor  to 
carry  out  with  my  utmost  ability. 

Our  course  of  foreign  policy  has  been  so  uniform  and 
intelligible  as  to  constitute  i  rule  of  executive  conduct 
v^hich  leaves  little  to  my  discretion^  unless,  indeed,  I 
were  willing  to  run  counter  to  the  lights  of  experience 
and  the  known  opinions  of  my  constituents.  We  sedu- 
lously cultivate  the  friendship  of  all  nationa,  as  the  con- 
dition most  compatible  with  our  welfare  and  the  princi- 
ples of  our  Government.  We  decline  alliances,  as  ad- 
vene to  our  peace.  We  deaire  commercial  relations  on 
equal  terms,  being  ever  willing  to  give  a  fair  equivalent 
for  advantages  received.  We  endeavor  to  conduct  our 
intercourse  with  openness  and  sincerityt  promptly  avow- 
ing our  objects,  and  seeking  to  establish  that  mutual 
frankness  which  is  as  beneficial  in  tbe  dealings  of  nationa 
as  of  men.  We  have  no  disposition,  and  we  disclaim  all 
right,  to  meddle  in  disputes,  whether  internal  or  foreign, 
that  may  molest  other  countries}  regarding  them,  in 
their  actual  state,  as  social  communitiea,  and  preserving 
a  strict  neutrality  in  all  their  controversies.  Well  know- 
ing the  tried  valor  oF  our  people,  and  our  exhaust  less 
resources,  we  neither  anticipate  nor  fear  any  designed 
aggression;  and,  in  the  consciousness  of  our  own  just 
conduct,  we  feel  a  security  that  we  shall  never  be  entil- 
ed upon  to  exert  our  determination,  never  to  permit 
an  invasion  of  our  rights  without  punishment  or  re- 
dress. 

In  approaching,  then,  in  tbe  pretence  of  my  assem- 
bled countrymen,  to  make  the  solemn  promise  that  yet 
remains,  ^nd  to  pledge  myself  that  I  will  faithfully 
execute  the  office  I  am  about  to  fill,  I  bring  with  me 
A  settled  purpose  to  maintain  tbe  institutions  of  my 
country,  which,  I  trust,  will  atone  for  the  errors  I  com- 
mit. 

In  receiving  from  the  people  tbe  sacred  trust  twice 
confided  to  my  illustrious  predecessor,  and  which  he  has 
discharged  so  faithfully  and  so  well,  1  know  that  I  can- 
not expect  to  perform  the  arduous  task  with  equal  abili- 
ty and  success.  But,  united  as  I  have  been  in  his  coun- 
sels, a  daily  witness  of  his  exclusive  and  unsurpassed  de- 
votion to  his  country's  welfare,  agreeing  with  him  In 
sentiments  which  his  countrymen  have  warmly  support* 
ed,  and  permitted  to  partake  largely  of  his  confidence, 
I  may  hope  that  somewhat  of  the  aame  cheering  appro- 
bation will  be  found  to  attend  upon  my  path.  For  him, 
I  but  express,  with  my  own,  the  wishes  of  all — that  he 
may  yet  long  live  to  enjoy  the  brilliant  evening  of  his 
well'spent  lifei  and,  for  myself,  conscious  of  but  one 
desire,  faithfully  to  serve^my  country,  I  throw  myself, 
without  fear,  on  its  justice  and  its  kindness.  Beyond 
that,  1  only  look  to  the  gracious  protection  of  the  Divine 
Being,  whose  strengthening  support  I  humbly  solicit, 
and  whom  I  fervently  pray  to  look  down  upon  us  all. 
May  it  be  among  the  dispensations  of  His  providence  to 
bless  our  beloved  country  with  honors  and  with  length 
of  days  I  may  her  ways  be  waya  of  pleasantness,  and  all 
her  paths  be  peace. 

MARTIN  VAN  BUR£N. 
Maxci  4, 1837. 


SUPPLEMENTAL  SPEECHES. 

ABOLITION  PETITIONS. 

Ijt  Sxhatx,  FaamuAXT  6, 1837. 

The  subject  of  the  reception  of  abolition  petitioni  be- 
ing under  conaideration, 

Mr.  CALHOUN  rose  and  said:  If  the  time  of  the  Sen 
ate  permitted,  1  would  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  all  for 
the  reading  of  the  mass  of  petitions  on  the  table,  in  order 
that  we  migtit  know  what  language  they  bold  tovtHs 
the  slaveholding  States  and  their  inatitutioost  but  is  it 
will  not,  I  have  selected,  indiscriminately  from  the  pilft 
two:  one  from  those  in  manuscript,  and  tbe  other  tno 
the  printed  I  and,  without  knowing  their  oontesti,  viB 
call  for  the  reading  of  them,  so  that  we  may  judge  bj 
them  of  the  character  of  tbe  whole. 

[Here  the  Secretary,  on  the  call  of  Mr.  Cusovy, 
read  the  two  petitions.] 

Such,  resumed  Mr.  C,  is  the  langusge  held  tovardi 
us  and  ours;  the  peculiar  institutions  of  tbe  Booth, 
that  on  tbe  maintenance  of  which  the  very  existence  of 
the  slaveholding  States  depends,  is  pronounoed  to  be 
sinful  and  odious  in  the  sight  of  God  and  maiK  sadibi* 
with  a  aystematic  design  of  rendering  os  bsteful  in  the 
eyes  of  the  world,  with  a  view  to  a  general  cniHoe 
against  us  and  our  institutions.  This,  too,  in  the  Ifg^ 
lative  balls  of  tbe  Union,  creAted  by  these  confedented 
States  for  tbe  better  protection  of  their  peace,  tbeir 
safety,  and  their  respective  institutions;  and  yet  ve.  the 
representatives  of  twelve  of  these  sovereign  Stttei. 
againat  whom  this  deadly  war  is  waged,  are  eipectedto 
sit  here  in  silence,  hearing  ourselves  and  constiiucnti, 
day  alter  day,  denounced,  without  uttering  a  word|ii 
we  but  open  our  lips,  the  charge  of  agitation  is  retoow' 
ed  on  all  sides,  and  we  are  held  up  as  seeking  to  iggn* 
vate  the  evil  which  we  reaiat.  Every  refleciinir  woo 
must  see  in  all  this  a  state  of  things  dee ply.and  danger- 
ously diseased. 

I  do  not  belon^r,  said  Mr.  C,  to  the  school  whicli 
holds  that  aggression  is  to  be  met  by  concession.  Uin* 
is  the  opposite  creed,  which  teachea  that  encroschmenti 
muat  be  met  at  the  beginning,  and  that  those  vho  let 
on  the  opposite  principle  are  prepured  to  beeo>re 
slaves.  In  this  case  in  psrticular  I  hold  concesiioo « 
compromise  to  be  fstal.  If  we  ctincede  an  inch)  cor.- 
cession  would  follow  concession,  comproHDise  vould  (ol> 
low  compromise,  until  our  ranks  %ould  be  so  broken 
that  eflPeetuarresisUnce  would  be  impossible.  yiemA 
meet  ihe  enemy  on  the  frontier,  with  a  fixed  detersuni' 
tion  of  maintaining  our  position  at  ever)-  baxsrd.  Con* 
sent  to  receive  these  insulting  petitions,  and  the  next 
demand  will  be  that  they  be  referred  to|i  coininittee»  lO 
order  that  they  may  be  deliberated  and  acted  upon.  At 
the  last  session  we  were  modestly  asked  to  teceive  inen 
simply  to  lay  tbem  on  the  table,  without  any  view  ol  ui* 
terior  action.  I  then  told  the  Senator  from  Pcnn»>l^* 
nia,  I  Mr.  Buchaitak,]  who  strongly  urged  that  course  »b 
the  Senate,  that  it  was  a  position  that  could  not  be  mtui' 
tained,  as  tbe  argument  in  favor  of  acting  on  the  pei^' 
tions,  if  we  were  boXind  to  receive,  could  not  be  resw* 
ed.  1  then  said  that  the  next  atep  would  be  to  reier 
the  petitions  to  a  committee;  and  I  already  see  in^^'^.l!^^ 
that  such  is  now  the  intention.  If  we  yield,  that  viH  » 
foflowed  by  another;  and  we  would  thus  proceed,  »teF 
by  step,  to  the  final  consummation  of  the  object  ^^^^^ 
petitions.  We  are  now  told  that  the  most  <>"*^''J 
mode  of  arresting  the  progress  of  abolition  is  to  reiios 
it  flown;  and  with  thia  view  it  is  urged  that  the  petitiooi 
ought  to  be  referred  to  a  committee.  That  is  tbe  teff 
ground  which  waa  taken  at  the  last  session  in  the  otbv 
House;  but,  instead  of  arresting  its  progress,  it  b»f  *>"^ 
advanced  more  rapidly  than  ever.    Tbe  most  usquc^ 


2185 


OF  DEBATES  IN  CONGRESS. 


2186 


Fkb.  6,  1837.] 


Supplemental  Speeehee, — MoUtion  Petitiona. 


[Sbvatb. 


tionable  right  may  be  rendered  doubtful  if  once  ftdmit- 
ted  to  be  a  subject  of  contro?ersy;  and  that  would  be 
the  case  in  the  present  instance.  The  subject  is  beyond 
the  jurisdiction  of  Congress;  they  have  no  right  to  touch 
it  in  any  shape  or  form,  or  to  make  it  the  subject  of  de- 
liberation or  discussion. 

In  opposition  to  this  view,  it  is  urged  that  Congress  is 
bound  by  the  constitution  to  receive  petitions  in  every 
case  and  on  every  subject,  whether  within  its  constitu- 
tional competency  or  not.  I  bold  the  doctrine  to  be  ab- 
surd, and  do  solemnly  believe  that  it  would  be  as  easy 
to  prove  that  it  has  the  right  to  abolish  slavery  as  that  it 
is  bound  to  receive  petitions  for  that  purpose.  The 
very  existence  of  the  rule  that  requires  a  question  to  be 
put  on  the  reception  of  petitions  is  conclusive  to  show 
that  there  is  no  such  obligation.  It  has  been  a  standing 
rule  from  the  commencement  of  the  Government,  and 
clearly  shows  the  sense  of  those  who  formed  the  consti- 
tution on  this  point.  The  question  on  the  reception 
would  be  absurd,  if,  as  is  contended,  we  are  bound  to 
receive.  But  I  do  not  intend  to  argue  the  questioni  I 
dtscttSfied  it  fully  at  the  last  sessioni  and  the  argumentf 
then  advanced  neither  have  nor  can  be  answered. 

As  widely  as  this  incendiary  spirit  has  spread,  it  has 
not  yet  infected  this  body,  or  the  great  mass  of  the  in- 
telligent and  business  portion  of  the  North;  but  unless  it 
be  speedily  stopped,  it  will  spread  and  work  upwards 
till  it  brings  the  two  great  sections  of  the  Union  into 
deadly  conflict.  This  is  not  a  new  impression  with  me. 
Several  years  since,  in  a  discussion  with  one  of  the  Sen- 
ators from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  WiBSTin,]  before  this 
fell  spirit  had  showed  itself,  I  then  predicted  that  the 
doctrine  of  tfie  proclamation  and  the  force  bill-— that  this 
GovernmeBt  had  a  right  in  the  last  resort  to  determine 
the  extent  of  its  own  powers,  and  enforce  it  at  the  point 
of  the  bayonet,  which  was  so  wsrmly  maintsined  b3f  that 
Senator,  would  at  no  distant  day  arouse  the  dormant  spirit 
of  abolitionisro{  I  told  bim  that  the  doctrine  was  tantamount 
to  the  assumption  of  unlimited  power  on  thej>art  of  the 
Government,  and  that  such  would  be  the  impression  on 
the  public  mind  in  a  large  portion  of  the  Union.  The 
consequence  would  be  inevitable— a  large  portion  of  the 
Northern  States  believed  slavery  to  be  a  sin,  and  would 
believe  it  to  be  an  obligation  of  conscience  to  abolish  it, 
if  they  should  feel  themselves  in  sny  degree  responsible 
for  its  continuance,  and  that  his  doctrine  would  neces- 
sarily ie«d  to  the  belief  of  such  responsibility.  I  then 
predicted  that  it  would  commence,  as  it  has,  with  this  fa- 
natical portion  of  society,  and  that  they  would  begin 
their  operation  on  the  ignorant,  the  weak,  the  young, 
and  the  thoughtless,  and  would  gradually  extend  up- 
wards till  they  would  become  strong  enough  to  obtain 
poliiical  control,  when  he,  and  others  holding  the  highest 
stations  in  society,  would,  however  reluctant,  be  com- 
pelled to  yield  to  their  doctrine,  or  be  driven  into  ob- 
scurtty.  But  four  years  have  since  elapsed,  and  sll  this 
is  alr^dy  in  a  course  of  regular  fuftlment. 

Standing  at  the  point  of  time  at  which  we  have  now 
arrived,  it  will  not  be  more  difficult  to  trace  the  course 
of  future  events  now  than  it  was  then.  Those  who 
imagine  that  the  spirit  now  sbroad  in  the  North  will  die 
away  of  itself,  without  a  shout  or  convulsion,  have  formed 
a  very  inadequate  conception  of  its  real  character;  it  will 
continue  to  rise  and  spread,  unless  prompt  and  efficient 
measures  to  stay  its  progress  be  adopted.  Already  it 
bat  taken  possession  of  the  pulpir,  of -the  schools,  snd  to  a 
eonsiderable  extent  of  the  press— those  great  instruments 
by  which  the  mind  of  the  rising  generation  will  be 
formed. 

However  sound  the  great  body  of  the  non-slaveholding 
Btatea  are  at  present,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  they 
will  be  succeeded  by  those  who  will  have  been  taught  to 
hate  the  people  and  iostitutiona  of  nearly  one  half  of 


this  Union  with  a  hatred  more  deadly  than  one  hostile 
nation  ever  entertained  towards  another.  It  is  easy  to 
see  the  end.  By  the  neoesssry  course  of  events,  if  left 
to  themselves,  we  must  become,  flnslly,  two  people.  It 
b  impossible,  under  the  deadly  hatred  which  must  spring 
up  between  the  two  great  sections,  if  the  present  causes 
are  permitted  to  operate  unchecked,  that  we  should  con- 
tinue under  the  same  political  system.  The  conflicting 
elements  would  burst  the  Union  asunder,  as  powerful  at 
the  links  are  which  hold  it  together.  Abolition  and  the 
Union  cannot  coexist.  As  the  friend  of  the  Union  I 
openly  proclaim  it,  and  the  sooner  it  is  known  the  bet- 
ter. The  former  may  now  be  controlled,  but  in  a  short 
time  it  will  be  beyond  the  power  of  man  to  arrest  the 
course  of  events.  We  of  the  South  will  not,  cannot, 
surrender  our  institutions.  To  maintain  the  existing  re- 
lations between  the  two  rac^s  inhabiting  that  section  of 
the  Union,  is  indispensable  to  the  peace  and  happineu 
of  both.  It  cannot  be  aubverted  without  drenching  the 
country  in  blood,  and  extirpating  one  or  the  other  of  the 
races.  Re  it  good  or  bad,  it  has  grown  up  vf\\h  our  so- 
ciety and  institutions,  and  is  so  interwoven  with  them  thst 
to  destroy  It  would  be  to  destroy  us  as  a  people.  But 
let  me  not  be  understood  as  admitting,  even  by  implica- 
tion, that  the  existing  relations  between  the  two  races 
in  the  slsveholding  States  is  an  evil— far  otherwise.  I 
hold  it  to  be  a  good,  as  it  has  thus  far  proved  itself  to 
be,  to  both,  and  will  continue  to  prove  ao  if  not  dis- 
turbed by  the  fell  spirit  of  sbolition.  I  appeal  to  facts. 
Never  before  lias  the  bisck  rsce  of  Central  Africa,  from 
the  dawn  of  history  to  the  present  day,  attained  a  con- 
dition so  civilized,  and  so  improved,  not  only  physically, 
but  morally  and  intellectually.  It  came  among  us  in  a 
low,  degraded,  and  savage  condition,  and  in  the  course 
of  a  few  geherations  it  has  grown  up  under  the  fostering 
care  of  our  institutions,  as  reviled  as  they  have  been, 
to  its  present  comparative  civilized  condition.  This, 
with  the  rapid  increase  of  numbeA^  is  conclusive  proof 
of  the  general  happiness  of  the  race,  in  spite  of  all  the 
exaggerated  tales  to  the  contrary. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  white  or  Europesn  race  has  not 
degenerated.  It  has  kept  pace  with  its  brethren  in 
other  sections  of  the  Union  where  slavery  does  not  exist. 
It  is  odious  to  make  comparisons;  but  I  appeal  to  all  sidea 
whether  the  South  is  not  equal  in  virtue,  intelligence, 
patriotism,  coursge,  disinterestedness,  and  all  the  high 
qualitiea  which  adorn  our.  nature.  I  ask  whether  we 
have  nfit  contributed  our  full  shsre  of  ttilents  and  politi- 
cal wisdom  in  forming  and  sustaining  this  political  fab- 
ric(  and  whether  we  have  not  constantly  inclined  most 
strongly  to  the  side  of  liberty,  and  been  the  first  to  see 
and  first  to  resist  the  encroachments  of  power.  In  one 
thing  only  we  are  inferior— -the  arts  of  gain.  We  ac- 
knowledge that  we  are  less  wealthy  than  the  Northern 
section  of  this  Union;  but  I  trace  this  mainly  to  the  fiscal 
action  of  this  Government^  which  has  extracted  much  from 
and  spent  little  among,  us.  Had  it  been  the  reverse— 'if 
the  exaction  had  been  made  from  the  other  section,  and 
the  expenditure  with  us,  this  point  of  superiority  would 
not  be  sgainst  us  now,  as  it  was  not  at  the  formation  of 
this  Government.  * 

But  I  take  higher  ground.  I  hold  that  in  the  present 
stste  of  civilization,  where  two  races  of  different  origin, 
and  distinguished  by  color,  and  other  physical  differ- 
ences, as  well  ss  intellectual,  are  brought  together,  the 
relation  now  eiisting  in  the  slaveholdmg  States  between 
the  two,  is,  instead  of  an  evil,  a  good— a  positive  good. 
I  feel  myself  called  upon  to  spesk  freely  upon  the  sub- 
ject, where  the  honor  and  interests  of  those  I  represent 
are  involved.  I  bold,  then,  thst  there  never  has  yet  ex- 
isted a  wealthy  and  civilized  society  in  which  one  portion 
of  the  community  did  not,  in  point  of  faot,  live  on  the 
labor  of  the  other.    Broad  and  general  as  it  this  asser* 
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tion»  it  M  fully  borne  out  by  history.  This  is  not  the 
proper  occssion,  but  if  it  were,  it  would  not  be  difficult 
to  trace  the  various  devices  by  which  the  wealth  of  all 
civilized  eommumties  has  been  so  unequally  divided, 
and  to  show  by  what  means  so  sntall  a  share  has  been  al* 
lotted  to  those  by  whose  labor  it  was  produced,  and  so 
large  m  share  given  to  the  non-producirtg  class.  The 
devices  are  slmost  innumerable,  from  the  brute  force 
and  gross  superstition  of  ancient  times,  to  the  subtle  and 
artful  fiscal  corttrivances  of  modern.  I  might  well  chal- 
lenge a  comparison  between  them  and  the  more  direct, 
simple,  and  patrisrehal  mode  by  which  the  labor  of  the 
African  race  is  among  us  commanded  by  the  Buropean. 
I  may  ssy  with  truth,  that  in  few  countries  so  much. is 
left  to  the  share  of  the  laborer,  and  so  little  exacted 
from  him,  or  where  there  is  more  kind  attention  to  him 
in  sickness  or  infirmities  of  age.  Compare  his  condition 
with  the  tenants  of  the  poor-houses  in  the  most  civilized 
portions  of  Europe — look  at  the  sick  and  the  old  and 
mfirm  slsve,  on  one  hand,  in  the  midst  of  his  family  and 
friends,  under  the  kind  superintending  care  of  his  mas- 
ter and  mistress,  and  compare  it  with  the  forlorn  and 
wretched  condition  of  the  pauper  in  the  poor-house. 

But  I  will  not  dwell  on  this  aspect  of  the  question;  I 
turn  to  the  political;  and  here  I  fearlessly  assert  that  the 
existing  relation  between  the  two  races  in  the  South, 
againat  which  these  blind  fanatics  are  waging  war,  forms 
the  most  solid  and  durable  foundation  on  which  to  rear 
free  and  stable  political  institutions.  It  is  useless  to  dis- 
guise the  fact.  There  is  and  always  has  been,  in  an  ad- 
vanced Btsge  of  wealth  and  civil  zatioii,  a  conflict  be- 
tween labor  and  capital.  The  condition  of  society  in  the 
South  exempts  us  from  the  disorders  and  dangers  re- 
sulting from  this  conflict;  and  which  explains  why  it  is 
that  the  political  condition  of  the  slaveholding  States  has 
been  so  much  more  stable  and  «uiet  than  th(«e  of  the 
North.  The  advantages  of  the  former  in  this  respect 
will  become  more  an^  more  manifrst  if  left  undistuib^d 
by  interference  from  without  as  the  country  advances  in 
wealth  and  numbers.  We  have  in  fact  but  just  entered 
that  condition  of  society  where  the  strength  and  durabil- 
ity of  our  political  institutions  are  to  be  tested;  and  I 
venture  nothing  in  predicting  that  the  experience  of  the 
next  generation.4vt11  fully  test  how  vastly  more  favorable 
our  condition  of  society  is  than  that  of  other  sections,  for 
free  and  stable  institutions,  provided  we  are  not  disturb- 
ed by  the  interference  of  others,  or  shall  have  sufficient 
intelligence  and  spirit  to  resist  promptly  and  successful- 
ly such  interference.  It  rests  with  ourselves  to  meet 
and  repel  them.  I  look  not  for  aid  to  this  Government, 
or  to  the  other  States;  not  but  there  are  kmd  feelings 
towards  us  on  the  part  of  the  great  body  of  the  non- 
slaveholding  States;  but,  ss  kind  as  their  feelings  may 
be,  we  may  rest  assured  that  no  political  party  in  tho»e 
States  will  risk  their  ascendency  for  our  safety.  If  we 
do  not  defend  ourselves,  none  will  defend  us;  if  we  yield, 
we  will  be  more  and  more  pressed  as  we  recede;  and  if 
we  submit,  we  will  be  trampled  under  foot.  Be  assured 
that  emancipation  itself  would  not  sstisfy  these  fanatics— 
that  gained,  the  next  step  would  be  to  raise  the  negroes 
to  a  social  and  political  equality  with  the  whites;  and 
that  being  effected,  we  would  soon  find  the  present  con- 
dition of  the  two  races  reversed.  They  and  their  North- 
ern allies  would  be  the  masters,  and  we  the  slaves;  the 
condition  of  the  white  race  in  the  British  West  India  is- 
lands, as  bad  as  it  is,  would  be  happineas  to  ours'^there 
the  mother  country  is  interested  in  sustaining  the  su- 
premacy of  the  European  race.  It  is  true  that  the  au- 
thority of  the  former  master  is  destroyed,  but  the  Afri- 
can will  there  still  be  a  slave,  not  to  individuals,  but  to 
the  comnHinity— forced  to  Isbor,  not  by  the  authority  of 
the  overseer,-but  by  the  bsyonct  of  the  soldiery  and  the 
rod  of  the  eivil  magistrate. 


Surrounded  as  the  slaveholding  States  are  with  sudi 
imminent  perils,  I  rejoice  to  think  that  our  meani  of 
defence  are  ample,  if  we  shall  prove  to  have  the  intelli< 
gence  and  spirit  to  see  and  apply  them  before  it  ii  too 
late.  All  we  want  is  concert,  to  Isy  aside  all  party  dif- 
ferences, and  unite  with  zeal  and  energy  in  repelling 
approaching  dangers.  Let  there  be  concert  of  action, 
and  we  shall  find  ample  means  of  security,  without  re* 
sortings  to  secession  or  disunion.  1  speak  with  full 
knowledge  and  a  thorough  examination  of  the  subject, 
and  for  one  see  my  way  clearly.  One  thing  alarms  me- 
the  eager  pursuit  of  gain  which  overspresds  the  tind| 
and  which  absorbs  every  facuhy  of  the  mind  and  every 
feeling  of  the  heart.  Of  all  passions,  avarice  is  the  mrst 
blind  snd  uncompromising—the  last  to  see  and  the  fint 
to  yield  to  danger.  I  dare  not  hope  that  any  thing  1  eta 
say  will  arouse  the  South  to  a  due  sense  of  danger;  I 
fesr  it  is  beyond  the  power  of  mortal  voice  to  awiken  it 
in  time  from  the  fatal  security  into  which  it  has  fsUeo. 

Iir  SxifATX,  FsBRUAar  38,  1837. 
DISTRIBUTION  QUESTION. 

BCr*  CLAY  said  that  he  would  trouble  the  Senate  with 
but  two  or  three  words  only.   As  to  the  question  of  Ticti 
whether  there  would  be  a  surplus  or  no  surplus,  thtt 
must  depend  on  the  extent  of  the  assent  given  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  the  bills  which  had  gone 
from  this  body.     As  to  the  land  bill,  it  was  doubtful 
whether  thst  would  augment  or  diminish  the  receipti 
into  the  Treasury;  but  if  the  House  should  not  assent  to 
the  bill  reducing  the  tariff;  and  to  the  various  appropri- 
ations  rendered  necessary  by  the  bills  whi^  bad  ps««i 
the  Senate,  some  of  which  were  characterised  by  greit 
extravagance,  there  certainly  would  be  a  Urge  surplui 
on  the  Ist  of  January  next.     And  here  (sai<l  Mr,  C}  kt 
me  observe,  in  reply  to  the   honorable  Senati^r  Ircni 
Georgia,  [M*.  CvTRBsaT,]  that  I  do  not  think  he  doei 
justice  to  the  members  of  the  Senate  who  are  umWJ 
deaignated  as  the  opposition,  when  he  supposes  if  they 
were  in  power  they  would  themselves  advocate  the  very 
measures  which  now  they  oppose.    I  certainly  do  not 
recollect  a  single  measure  to  which  thia  remark  will  ju't* 
ly  apply.     But  let  me  ask  the  honorable  Senator,  >n  re- 
turn, whether,  if  be  or  his  friends  were  out  of  power, 
he  would  not  feel  himself  called  upon  to  oppose  tooe 
of  the  measures  to  which  he  now  yields  his  support'  i» 
reference  to  the  army  bill,  for  example,  there  «,  •«  ^J 
opinion,   no    emergency  which    renders  io  grc»^  * 
increase  of  our  military  establiahment  at  all  necetfar)- 
There  is  not  the  slightest  call  for  the  numerous  srsen«ii 
and  armories  which  it  proposes  to  esUbli^h,  nor » 1"^^ 
any  more  jnstifieation  for  the  expenditure  of  the  puo'* 
money  on  a  long  list  of  useless  fortifications.    There  a 
many  other  measures  of  a  kindred  character  to  wnic 
do  not  think,  in  whatever  attitude  I  might  b' P"    ^L 
could  possibly  give  my  assent.     But  in  regsrd  to  w 
fact  of  surplus  or  no  surplus,  the  question  i»  P*"^*^  ' 
free  from  all  difficulty.     Is  there  a  surplus,  this  ^merc 
ment  provides  for  the  distribution.     Is  there  no"^'/!; , 
the  amendment  is  inoperative,  and  therefore  P^"/*^!^; 
harmless.     And  here  let  me  call  the  attention  ot  ^"^ 
Senate  to  a  view  of  the  subject  which  1  think  «n»'"^° ' 
grest  weight.     It  hss  been  suggested  by  g*""*"?^"  p}|| 
posed  to  the  amendment,  that  we  had  better  wait  u 
the  next  aession;  snd  then,  if  we  find  that  »«»>  "^*f*  [J^b 
plus  has  accumulated,  we  can  provide  for  ita  dj'P®*  . , 
by  law.     Very  true.     But  the  difference  would  De  in^ 
by  making  the  provision  now,  we  stiall  gam  one  en  ^^ 
year,  during  the  whole  of  which  time  il»e  "°""'y.*„^^ 
have  remained  in  the  possession  of  the  *^*P^!?* .  *  juf. 
Suppose  we  come  here  next  sesaion,  and  we  nnti  a 
plus  of  ten  or  fifteen  millions  in  the  Tressuiyi  *^ 
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measure  is  proposed  ai  a  proper  disposition  of  it|  be 
that  measure  what  it  may,  >t  may  be  expected  to  pro- 
duce much  discussioni  and,  judging  from  alt  past  experi- 
ence«  it  will  be  weeks,  and  even  months,  before  it  will 
have  passed  throuf^h  both  Houses  of  Congress  and  re- 
ceived the  executive  sanction.  Well;  the  money  is  to 
be  taken  out  of  the  deposite  banks,  and  applied  as  shall 
be  then  determined  on.  Now,  what  is  the  doctrine  which 
was  strenuously  contended  for  during  the  discussion 
of  the  deposite  bill  of  last  session  f  Were  we  not 
told  that,  ss  the  public  money  had  come  gradually  into 
the  possession  of  the  deposite  banks,  so  it  must  be  per- 
mitted to  go  gradually  out{  and  that,  if  a  very  large 
amount  should  be  suddenly  called  for,  great  and  ruinous 
pressure  must  be  the  inevitable  consequence?  The 
same  argument  will  be  urged  again.  The  deposite  banks 
must  have  time,  and  the  result  will  be  that,  do  what  we 
will,  the  bill  will  not  in  fact  come  into  operation  till  Jan- 
uary twelvemonth*  To  save,  then,  the  loss  of  an  entire 
year,  it  is  important  that  we  should  legislate  now.  If 
there  is  no  surplus,  the  amendment  can  do  no  injuryi  if 
there  is,  we  shall  gain  a  year. 

It  is,  however,  objected  that  there  is  no  fitness,  no 
congruity,  in  an  -amendment  of  this  character  to  a  fortifi- 
cation bill.  But  I  ask,  what  subject  was  the  House  of 
Representatives  legislating  upon?  Was  it  not  an  ap- 
propriation bill?  And  does  not  this  amendment  pro- 
vide for  an  appropriation  or  disposition  of  the  surplus 
revenue  among  the  different  States,  for  greater  safety, 
that  it  may  be  ready  whenever  there  shall  be  a  necessity 
to  call  for  it?  Surely,  then,  there  is  a  perfect  congeni- 
ality between  the  object  of  the  amendment  and  the  na- 
ture of  the  bill. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Nilxs] 
is  extremely  unwilling  to  encounter  the  discipline  oT 
popular  opinion,  which  he  thinks  the  Senate  have  here- 
tofore incurred,  but  that  it  has  now  redeemed  itself 
from  the  opprobrium  of  all  its  past  errors,  and  is  in  a 
fair  way  to  recover  the  approbation  of  public  sentiment. 
Now^  there  is  no  gentleman  on  this  floor  who  has  re- 
curred more  frequently  than  he  to  the  aristocratic  fea- 
ture of  this  branch  of  the  Government;  and  is  it  not  ex- 
traordinary that,  when  a  disposition  of  the  surplus  rev- 
enue is  proposed  and  advocated  by  an  aristocratic  ma- 
jority of  this  highly  aristocratic  body,  it  meets  with  his 
favor  and  support?  But  when  the  very  same  measure 
comes  before  him  al  originated  by  his  democratic  friends 
in  the  democratic  branch  of  the  Government,  it  finds 
with  him  no  favor.  The  honorable  gentleman  will  not 
place  himself  in  an  attitude  to  incur  popular  displeasure. 
I  submit,  then,  whether  in  consistency  he  ought  not  to 
vote  Tor  this  measure,  now  that  it  comes  to  him  from  a 
purer  source,  in  the  popular  portion  of  the  National 
Legislature.  I  hope  be  will  be  induced  by  this  con- 
sideration to  give  a  different  vote  from  that  which  be 
seems  to  have  indicated. 

As  to  the  degree,  however,  in  which  the  last  distribu- 
tion bill  received  the  public  approbation,  there  is,  I  be- 
lieve, no  difference  of  opinion.  Every  where  that 
measure  was  bailed  with  acclamation.  Not  a  single 
State  has  been  found  which  will  venture  to  refuse  its 
quota  of  the  deposites.  That  some  difficulties  should 
arise  as  to  the  best  disposition  of  a  fund  thus  suddenly 
thrown  into  the  State  treasuries,  was  to  be  expected. 
Some  have  given  the  money  to  towns,  some  have  given 
it  to  banks,  some  to  objects  of  internal  improvement. 
Whether  these  dispositions  of  it  were  judiciouf,  or  other- 
wise, is,  of  course,  a  matter  on  which  the  opinions  of 
individuals  may  differ.  In  my  pwn  State  there  was 
great  diversity  of  opinion.  But  the  money  has  finally 
been  appropriated  in  a  manner  which  must  convince 
any  candid  mind  that  the  distribution  of  the  surplus  was 
a  beneficent  measure,  and  emioently  calculated  to  ad- 


vance the  public  good.  In  reference  to  Connecticut, 
and,  indeed,  to  all  the  other  States,  though  there  has 
been  a  great  variety  in  the  manner  of  its  application,  I 
am  fully  persuaded  it  will  be  found  to  have  redounded 
greatly  to  their  benefit.  But  if  any  particular  State 
shall  prefer  to  leave  the  money  in  deposite  banks,  at  ao  < 
interest  of  two  per  cent.,  they  are  free  to  make  such  a 
disposition  of  it. 

In  reference  to  the  objection  urged  by  an  honorable 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania  on  my  left,  [Mr.  Bucbahak,] 
I  must  confess  that  I  do  not  perceive  any  great  force  in 
it.  And  I  must  be  permitted  to  observe  that  be  was 
one  of  the  last  from  whom  I  should  have  expected  to 
hear  an  argument  of  that  sort.  He  says,  if  we  pass  this 
amendment,  the  effect  will  be  to  check  the  necessary 
appropriations  of  the  public  money  for  purposes  of  the 
General  Government.  That  it  will,  in  its  practical 
operation,  tempt  gentlemen  from  the  discharge  of  their 
high  duties  as  representatives  of  the  entire  people  of 
the  United  States.  But,  I  ask,  has  that  been  the  fact? 
Has  he  seen  any  such  influence  exerted  by  the  deposite 
bill  of  last  year?  What  has  been  the  character  of  the 
appropriation  of  public  money  by  this  body  during  the 
present  session?  Have  not  those  appropriations  been 
quite  as  large  as  at  the  last  session?  1  do  not  objec% 
however,  to  the  fact  only  which  his  argument  supposes, 
but  to  the  principle  on  which  It  proceeds.  Its  funda- 
mental principle  is  distrust  in  the  people,  and  in  their 
Representatives  and  Senators  in  Congress.  Can  it  be 
doubted  by  any  patriotic  man  that  they  will  all  perform 
their  duty?  Let  a  war  come,  and  does  not  the  honor- 
able Senator  believe  that  the  members  of  this  and  of  the 
other  House  will  do  all  which  it  becomes  men  to  do  who 
are  intrusted  with  the  high  duty  of  providing  for  the  de- 
fence of  their  country  ?  If  his  argument  be  well-found- 
ed, it  strike^  at  the  very  root  of  the  Government,  and 
would,  if  carried  out,  prevent  all  taxation.  Do  we  not 
save  to  the  people  what  we  take  off  of  taxation?  His 
argument,  therefore,  might  be  urged  sgainst  having  sny 
Government  at  all,  for  the  temptation  he  speaks  of  is  in 
perpetual  force,  and  operates  alike  against  all  taxation 
for  the  general  good.  But  1  find  myself  insensibly  en- 
gaging in  the  discussion.  I  forbear,  under  a  hope  that 
other  gentlemen  also  will  limit  their  remarks  as  much  at 
possible,  that  we  may  at  length  get  the  question. 

Is  SllTATS,  FSBEUAET  7,  1837.* 

CESSION  OP  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  bill  limiting  the  sales  of  public  lands  to  actual 
settlers  being  under  consideration  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  Mr.  Calhoust  moved  a  substitute,  ce- 
ding the  public  lands  to  the  States  within  which  they 
are  situated,  to  those  States,  respectively,  upon  the  con- 
dition of  their  paying  the  Unittd  States  one  third  of  the 
eross  amount  of  the  sales. 
^  In  the  course  of  the  brief  debate  on  the  amendment, 

Mr.  NORVELL  observed  that  the  substitute  to  the 
present  land  bill,  just  submitted  by  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina,  presented  a  tempting  and 
beautiful  offer  to  the  new  States  of  this  Union.  If  he 
believed,  not  that  the  Senator  had  seriously  made  the^ 
proposition,  but  that  it  would  be  seriously  carried  into 
effect  by  both  Rouses  of  Congress,  he  should  be  strong- 
ly disposed  to  accept  it  at  once,  and  to  give  it  bis  hum- 
ble support,  as  one  of  the  representatives  from  the  new 
States.  The  bait  presented  to  the  new  States  was  a 
gilded  bait;  and  he,  for  one,  should  take  it  with  pleas- 
ure, if  he  did  not  apprehend  that  in  the  very  act  of 
swallowing  it,  when  it  would  be  too  late  for  his  safety, 
it  would  be  withdrawn  from  him,  and  leave  him  in  a 
lacerated  condition.  But,  before  he  could  consent  to 
give  up  the  bill  which  the  Senate  were  about  to  pasi  to 
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iU  third  reading,  before  be  ahoald  be  willing  to  sur- 
render a  certain  and  moderately  good  measure,  juat 
within  his  grasp,  for  the  glimmering  prospect  of  reali- 
zing a  better  boon,  which  might  never  be  obtained,  he 
wanted  a  guarantee  that  the  splendid  substitute  pre- 
«  tented  to  the  new  States  would  be  successfully  sustained 
and  carried  through  Congress.  That  guarantee  would 
be  best  secured  by  the  passage  of  the  present  bill.  Let 
that  be  passed;  let  the  honorable  Senator  unite  with  its 
friends  in  its  favor;  let  him  then  bring  forward  bis  sub- 
stitute as  a  separate  bill,  and  add  to  it  a  clause  repealing 
all  previous  laws  contrary  to  its  provisions,  and  he 
would  pledge  himself  to  go  with  the  Senator  in  the  sup- 
port of  his  proposition.  He  was  extremely  desirous  to 
relieve  the  new  States  from  the  paramount  sovereignty 
claimed  by  this  Government  over  the  territ<iria1  domain 
within  their  limits.  As  long  as  that  sovereignty  con* 
ttnued  to  be  held  and  exercised  over  them,  they  were 
not  in  a  condition  of  equality  with  the  old  States  of  this 
confederacy.  They  had  not  been  admitted  into  the 
Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States  in 
all  respects  whatever.  They  were  subject  to  the  para- 
lyzing influence  and  control  of  the  General  Government 
in  ail  their  political  movements. 

In  SaVATX,  FXBBUABT  24,  1837. 

REDUCTION  OF  THE  TARIFF. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Rivxs,  said  he  was  anx- 
ious to  obtain  the  floor  last  evening,  to  set  the  honorable 
gentlennan  from  Virginia  and  some  others  right  in  regard 
to  his  and  their  course  here.  He  had  listened  to  the  re- 
miniscences of  the  gentlemen  from  South  Carolina  and 
New  York  [Messrs.  Calbouit  and  Wbicbt]  with  some 
satisfaction,  as  to  the  history  of  the  tariff  of  1828,  which 
bad  been  denominated  a  bill  of  abominations.  He,  too, 
had  a  lively  remembrance  of  wha;t  occurred.  It  is  now 
said  by  those  who  ought  to  know  about  the  matter,  for 
they  were  parties  in  the  transaction,  that  there  was  a 
political  bargain  made  between  (he  South  and  the  Jack- 
son pirty  of  the  Middle  and  West,  to  frame  a  bill  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  force  the  New  Englanders  to  vote  against 
it,  and  then  to  throw  on  them  the  odium  of  defeating}  a 
measure  of  protection.  The  bill  of  1828  was  the  fruit  of 
this  extraordinary  compact.  He  was  rejoiced  to  have 
this  fact  published  from  this  place,  that  the  country  may 
be  well  assured  of  what  it  has  hitherto  hesitated  to  be- 
lieve. 

In  182r,  the  manufacturers  of  woollens  found  that  they 
had  lost  a  Urge  portion  of  the  advantage  given  to  them, 
and  designed  to  be  secured  by  the  act  of  1824,  by  an  act 
of  tiie  British  Parliament  reducing  the  duty  on  wool;  and 
the  business  declining  under  this  unexpected  state  of 
things,  they  came  here  and  requested  Congress  to  place 
them  on  as  good  a  footing  as  it  was  their  purpose  to  do  by 
the  act  of  1834.  This  was  all  that  was  prayed  for,  and 
this  was  the  only  interest  which  aslced  for  relief.  Noth* 
ing  was  matured  in  1827,  and,  therefore,  they  came  with 
tl)e  same  request  in  1826.  This  year  began  a  new  Con- 
gress, in  which  was  a  Jackson  majority.  It  wss*  com- 
posed of  all  interests,  tariff  and  anti-tariff,  and  the  quea- 
tiun  wa«,  how  should  such  a  majority  co-operate  harmo- 
'niously.^  It  was  the  public  duty  of  some  to  advocate 
and  others  to  oppose  an  increase  of  duty  on  wool- 
lens. The  Senator  from  Carolina,  who  concurred  with 
that  majority,  now  publishes  as  history  what  then  was 
conjectured.  We  looked  on  with  surprise  and  astonish- 
ment. The  Senafbr  from  New  York  was  one  of  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures,  and  assisted  to  report  that 
mcjnorable  bill.  It  came  in  loaded  with  duties  on  hemp, 
iron,  steel,  duck,  ardent  spirits,  lead,  molasses,  grain, 
and  many  other  articles;  while  woollens,  though  they  had 
a  nominal  increase  uf  duty,  were  left  relatively  in  a  worse 


condition  than  before  they  were  touched,  by  inpoiingi 
heavy  duty  on  wool.  We  were  the  more  surprised,  be- 
cause nobody  asked  fur  increased  duties  on  iron,  steel, 
hemp,  duck,  ardent  spirits,  or  any  uf  the  other  srticlei, 
for  they  had  moat  ample  and  liberal  protection  before, 
and  the  manufacturers  appeared  to  be  prosperous  lod 
happy;  and  while  this  waa  apparent,  the  suffering  inter- 
est was  neglected.  The  manufacturers  of  wootlem 
asked  for  bread,  and  the  committee  offered  them  s  itooe. 
i  But  our  eyes  began  to  open,  and  to  be  filled  with 
I  light,  when  we  saw  the  anti-tariff  members  of  the  Soatb 
I  resist  at  every  atep  all  propositions  to  reduce  these  high 
I  and  unnecessary  duties;  when  we  saw  the  singulu 
anomaly  of  such  persons  recording  their  votes  in  fsror  of 
these  extravagant  rates;  and  when  we  saw  the  authors  of 
this  bill,  and  the  persons  who  demanded  its  provisions, 
because  they  avowed  themselves  the  warm  friesdsof 
protection,  resisting  every  proposition  to  place  the  vool- 
lens  upon  any  better  foundation.  We  must  bsvc  been 
worse  than  blind  if  we  had  failed  to  see  that  the  de^gn 
of  all  this  was  to  compel  us  of  the  East,  by  the  singoUr 
and  obviously  unjust  and  injurious  provisions  of  the  bill, 
to  vote  against  it,  and  thus  expose  ourselves  to  be  de- 
nounced by  the  press  as  the  enemies  of  protection.  We 
did  see  and  understand  that  we  were  selected  for  polity 
cal  victims.  The  intrigue  waa  too  apparent  not  to  be 
comprehended,  and  I  am  heartily  rejoiced  that  the  Sen- 
tor  from  Carolina  from  this  day  forth  makes  it  s  ptrt  of 
the  history  of  the  country.  The  bill  wss  to  be  defeated, 
be  saya,  and  by  our  votes.  It  was  made  for  that  purpose. 
The  navigating  interest,  in  its  iron,  cordage,  snd  duck, 
was  loaded  with  duties  to  attain  that  object.  The  wool- 
lens, for  the  same  reason,  were  neglected.  The  Sostb, 
to  administer  this  unpalatable  drug,  voted  to  keep  it » 
it  was  reported;  believing  we  should  be  compelled,  by 
the  injustice  to  our  interests,  to  vote  against  it,  ^'^^.iJ^^ 
should  be  overwhelmed  by  the  indignation  of  the  Middle 
and  the  West,  for  killing  a  bill  so  eminently  favortbleto 
those  sections  of  the  country. 

Gielieving  such  to  be  the  character  and  objects  of  ibe 
measure,  our  friends  began  to  inquire  whether  it  vss  not 
wiser  to  defeat  the  supposed  intrigue  by  voting  for  thu 
bill,  and  thus  carrying  it;  for  the  power  to  do  this  Isy  uj 
their  hands.  The  Middle  and  West  must  vote  fur  it,  sm 
the  South  against  it.  Our  votes,  added  to  either  side, 
made  a  majority.  For  one,  I  did  just  as  the  Seostor 
from  Carolina  says  it  waa  designed  1  should  do;  I  voted 
against  the  bill,  because,  upon  most  mature  reflection, 
conaidered  its  provisions  highly  objectionable,  becsi»e 
of  the  extravagances  which  marked  its  character,  snd  I 
could  not  reconcile  it  with  my  views  of  public  duty  to 
support  it.  But  enough  of  our  friends  differed  from  me 
to  carry  it,  and  I  well  remember  the  disappointtneni  ot 
the  South  at  this  unexpected  result.  I  well  remember 
that  it  waa  then  openly  aaid  by  aome  members^  that  tbey 
had  been  deceived  and  misled;  for  the  bill  wss  to  be  de- 
feated if  kept  in  the  form  in  which  it  was  reported.  The 
conjectures,  as  well  as  the  declarations  at  that  time,  cor- 
reaponded  exactly  with  the  disclosures  of  the  Senator. 

Sir,  I  have  adverted  to  this  extraordinary  pifce  of  ^" 
tory  for  two  reasons:  first,  to  show  that,  while  I  hare 
been  the  steady  friend  of  American  industry,  I  am  for 
no  exclusive  policy,  no  unjust  or  extravagant  measure*- 
It  has,  in  truth,  been  urged  sgainst  me  that,  in  the  voten 
which  I  have  given  here,  I  have  been  found  in  bad  cotn^ 
pany,  because  I  stood  on  the  record  with  thc^anti-unn 
interest.  The  same  accusation  has  been  roadeag^t"'^ 
me  that  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Baowj 
now  makes  against  the  Senator  from  South  Carolios 
[Mr.  Calbodh]  because  he  votes  with  us,  and  I  BUpP"ie 
with  about  the  same  measure  of  justice.  , 

Second.  To  prove  to  you  that  when  political  exped' 
ency  calls  for  a  victim,  we  are  uniformly  ncrificcd 
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was  so  in  1828,  in  1832,  and  it  to  now;  we  are  not  re- 
garded as  belonging  to  the  great  American  family,  un- 
less our  interests  spread  beyond  our  territory;  what  is 
local,  or  nearly  so,  may  be  traded  away  as  emergencies 
require. 

The  injustice  of  the  bill  of  1832  was  not  so  glaringly 
manifest  as  that  of  1828,  but  it  was  so  strongly  marked 
that  I  could  not  support  it. 

I  hope  this  piece  of  history  will  be  borne  in  mind,  and 
be  an  admonition  that  contracts  marked  by  injustice,  and 
reeommeaded  only  as  political  expedients^  may  fail  of 
their  purpose,  and  bring  down  the  injury  designed  for 
others  upon  the  authors  of  the  injustice. 

I  will  here  dismiss  this  subject,  and  call  the  attention 
of  the  Senate  to  another  matter,  which  it  was  my  chief 
obf  ect  to  notice. 

Much  has  been  said  in  this  debate  of  the  compromise 
act,  and  its  obligations.  My  course  or  remarks  here  can 
never  be  very  important,  and  therefore  may  well  be  for- 
gotcent  and  I  certainly  would  not  allude  to  them,  if  I  had 
not  been  personally  appealed  to  in  more  than  one  in- 
atance,  and  reminded  that  this  side  of  the  House  had 
given  no  pledges  that  it  would  adhere  to  that  act.  This 
had  been  put  forth  almost  in  the  language  of  taunt,  as  if 
we  were  not  frank  and  manly. 

Whoever  has  or  will  give  himself  the  trouble  to  in- 
quire,  will  find  that  my  sentiments  are  not  concealed. 
My  vote  upon  that  act  ia  recorded,  and  my  sentiments 
then  delivered  are  In  print  among  the  debates  of  the 
^,  I  was  among  those  who  differed  from  the  diatin- 
guished  Senator  of  Kentackyi  and  while  I  have  made 
no  profession  of  a  change  of  opinion,  1  have  so  far  acqui- 
esced in  the  provisions  of  the  law  as  to  yield  to  its  pro- 
viaona  ns  the  sense  of  the  country.  I  am  not  aware  of 
having  given  eoontenance,  by  acts  or  opinions,  to  any 
dispoeition  to  disturb  it,  nor  have  those  who  usually  co- 
operated with  me.  We  are  not,  therefore,  chargeable 
with  bad  faith  in  any  point  of  view.  We  yield  our  obe- 
dience to  the  work  of  others,  leaving  the  measure  to 
work  oat  all  the  good  it  may.  It  has  thus  far  produced 
tranquility,  and  raised  hopes  of  a  steady  course  of  legis- 
lation,  which  in  itself  is  one  of  the  greit  elements  of 
prosperity. 

We  make  no  complaints-*no  movement  for  change — 
and  g'ive  countenance  to  none.  Why,  then,  are  we 
called  upon  for  pledges?  Are  not  our  acts  satisfactory } 
Have  we  made  any  declarations  in  conflict  with  them? 
If  so,  let  them  be  pointed  out.  But  who  is  it  that  de- 
mands pledges?  The  Senator  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Cutb- 
beht]  has  repeatedly  observed  that  he  hears  no  pledges 
from  tliis  side  of  the  House.  The  Senator  from  Virginia 
turns  to  me,  and  to  the  chair  of  my  colleague,  (for  he 
was  not  m  it,)  and  says  he  bears  none.  The  Senator 
from  Georgia  is  one  of  the  committee  who  reported  this 
hi}],  acknowledges  the  paternity,  and  gives  It  a  warm 
and  zesloua  sopport  here.  The  Senator  from  Virginia 
told  U9a  in  his  place,  that  it  had  his  approbation  and  aup- 
port.  The  chairman  [Mr.  Wbiobt]  and  another  mem- 
ber [ifr.  BsvTos]  have  distinctly  avowed  that  they 
wbol^  disregard  the  compromise.  They  tell  us,  also, 
what  we  should  know  without  their  decorations,  that 
this  bill  does  violate  the  compromise  in  the  most  explicit 
and  nnequivocal  terms.  Nothing  can  be  plainer  than  the 
imtb  of  this  declaration,  as  I  fully  proved  the  other  day. 
How  stands  the  matter,  then?  We  observe  the  hiw— 
make  no  propositions  to  alter  it-— express  no  dissatisfac- 
tion— while  those  who  uk  for  pledges  have  come  to  the 
deliberate  determination  to  disregara  and  violate  its  pro- 
visionsy  and  bring  forward  a  bill  for  that  avowed  pur- 
pose«  saving  it  a  sealous  support  What  do  these  gen- 
tlemen want  of  pledges?  Are  they  snxious  to  have  us 
pledge  ourselves  to  support  a  law  which  they  wish  to 
prostrate?    Are  they  so  absurd  as  to  ask  for  pledges  to 
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a  course  the  opposite  of  their  own  sentiments?  Do  they 
desire  to  array  opposition  to  a  bill  they  approve?  Do 
they  demand  pledges  of  us  to  observe  the  eompromise 
set,  while  they  declare  here,  in  the  face  of  the  cdtlntry, 
that  nobody  is  bound  by  it?  If  such  be  the  object  of 
demsnding  pledges,  the  gentlemen  are  singularly  absurd 
and  incon^stent  with  themselves.  If  they  turn  their  re- 
flections upon  their  own  conduct  snd  opinions,  tliey  can- 
not be  insensible  as  to  the  position  in  which  they  place 
themselves.  They  voted  for  the  bill — I  sgainst  it;  when 
I  propose  to  violate  it,  let  gentlemen  make  their  arraign- 
ment. That  will  be  seasonably  enough.  But,  sir,  I 
have  another  answer  to  this  demand  for  pledges.  I  have 
no  power  or  authority  to  pledge  Massachusetts  to  any 
course  of  policy  which  is  prospective.  She  does  not 
send  me  here  to  make  bargains  to  dispose  of  her  great 
interests  for  alerm  of  years.  She  holds  herself  at  lib- 
erty to  approve  or  disapprove  of  my  acts,  as  she  may 
deem  them  wise  or  unwise i  and  if  1  were  to  make 
pledges,  she  would  hold  herself  in  no  respect  bound  by 
them.  In  sddition  to  this,  I  knew  her  Legislature  had 
this  subject  under  consideration,  and  that  the  sentiments 
of  that  numerous  body  just  elected  from  the  people 
would  probably  be  expunged.  Under  such  circum- 
stances, it  would  be  singular  assumption  in  me  to  attempt 
to  speak  for  the  State ;  and  even  if  I  had  seen  a  proprie- 
ty in  sAding  in  pledges  under  other  circumstances,  1 
should  have  felt  myself  restrained  while  the  subject  was 
agitated  in  the  Legislature. 

Since  the  adjournment  of  last  evening,  T  have  receiv- 
ed an  official  copy  of  the  doings  of  that  body,  in  the  form 
of  a  protest,  which,  at  a  proper  time^  I  shall  present  to 
the  Senate,  and  Massachusetts  shall  ipeak  for  herself. 

My  colleague  can  spesk  for  himself  in  this  matter.  I 
have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  repel  this  demand  of  pledges, 
and  to  inform  the  Senate  and  the  country  of  the  circum- 
stancea  which  belong  to  it;  and  I  entertain  no  doubt  that 
we  shall  hear  no  more  of  the  matter,  for  I  have  nothing 
to  disguise,  or  conceal,  or  retract.  There  is  no  want  of 
tlie  most  explicit  frankness.  If  it  be  the  pleasure  of 
gentlemen  to  violate  that  act,  let  them  not  seek  an  apol- 
ogy in  my  opinions.  They  have  taken  their  own  course, 
imiependent  of  me.  I  am  not  answerable  for  this  act, 
or  the  principles  it  involves.  Its  paternity  is  certain, 
and  those  who  ask  for  pledges  have  made  their  minds 
up  to  carry  it  forward  without  regard  to  us.  Their 
course  is  in  no  respect  influenced  by  my  conduct,  and 
if  I  were  now  to  give  pledges  of  adhering  to  the  com- 
promise act,  not  one  of  them  would  change  his  course, 
or  make  his  opinions  dependent  on  mine.  Let  them 
not  seek  to  fina  an  apology  for  their  course  in  my  not 
giving  in  pledges.  If  they  sre  willing  to  be  governed 
by  my  opinion,  let  them  say  so;  but  no  one  places  the 
matter  on  that  ground;  no  one  says  he  will  stand  by  the 
pledges;  but,  on  the  contrary,  all' avow  the  purpose  of 
sustaming  the  bill. 

Is  SSHATB,  Mabcb  1. 

RECOGNITION  OF  TEXAS. 

The  following  resolution,  moved  by  Mr.  Wilkkr, 
coming  lip  for  consideration  ss  the  order  of  the  day,  viz:* 

•*  Betolvedt  That  the  State  of  Texas  having  established 
and  maintained  an  independent  Government,  capable  of 
performing  those  duties,  foreign  and  domestic,  which 
appertain  to  Independent  Governments,  and  it  appesring 
tbat  there  is  no  longer  any  reasonable  prospect  of  the 
successful  prosecution  of  the  war  by  Mexico  against  said 
State,  it  is  expedient  and  proper,  and  in  perfect  con- 
formity with  the  laws  of  nations,  and  the  practice  of  this 
Government  in  like  cases,  that  the  independent  political 
existence  of  said  State  be  acknowledged  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States"— 
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Mr.  WALKER  iaid  (hat  no  one  could  be  more  con- 
scious than  he  that  it  would  be  unpardonable  to  take  up 
the  time  of  the  Senate  unnecessarily,  at  such  an  hour  of 
the  session,  and  he  should  therefore  be  as  brief  as  pos- 
sible in  the  remarks  with  which  he  deemed  it  his  duty 
to  accompany  the  resolution  he  had  had  the  honor  to 
submit.  He  should  confine  himself  strictly  to  those 
points  which  it  was  necessary  to  touch,  without  indulg- 
ing in  a  train  of  remarks  to  which  they  would  very  natu- 
rally lead,  and  which  at  another  time,  and  under  differ- 
ent circumstances,  might  with  propriety  be  made. 

In  the  first  place,  he  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  the  position  in  which  Teias  had  been  placed 
by  the  action  of  Congress  at  the  last  session.  After  con- 
siderable discussion  at  that  time,  the  subject  bad  been 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  who 
bad  reported  to  the  Senate  a  resolotioir  declaring  that 
the  independence  of  Texas  ought  to  be  recognised  as 
soon  as  authentic  information  shouh)  have  been  received, 
by  the  Executive,  that  it  was  possessed  of  a  civil  Gov- 
ernment, and  was  capable  of  assuming  the  responsibilities 
and  discharging  the  duties  of  an  independent  Power. 
This  resolution  had  been  deliberately  and  with  perfect 
unanimity  agreed  to  by  the  Senate,  the  yeaa  being  39, 
and  the  nays  none.  The  same  resolution  had  been 
agreed  to  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  by  a  vote  of 
128  to  20.  It  was,  therefore,  the  opinion  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, at  that  time,  ttiat  the  independence  of  Texas 
ought  to  be  acknowledged  so  soon  as  the  information 
•  referred  to  should  have  been  received.  This  (said  Mr. 
W.)  renders  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  go  into  the  merits 
of  the  difficulty  between  Mexico  and  Texas;  that  reso-. 
lutipn  put  the  question  on  the  proof  of  a  fact.  It  is  now, 
therefore,  a  mere  question  of  fact;  and  aa  such  I  shall 
treat  it. 

Let  me  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  origin 
of  the  existing  state  of  things  in  that  country.  After  the 
downfal  of  Iturbide,  a  republican  constitution  was  put 
in  operation  in  the  Mexican  confederacy,  and  Texas,  as 
one  of  the  members  of  that  confederacy,  was  included 
under  it.  A  colonization  law  was  passed,  which  invited 
persons  from  all  parts  of  the  globe  to  come  and  partake 
of  the  privileges  of  citizenship  in  this  new  republic,  es- 
pecially the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States.  In  the 
preamble  to  that  law  it  was  given  as  a  reason  for  passing 
It,  that  it  was  very  important  to  secure  the  frontiers  of 
Mexico  againat  the  irruptions  and  ravages  of  the  savage 
tribes  in  the  vicinity.  It  was,  therefore,  for  the  advan- 
tage and  benefit  of  Mexico  herself  that  foreigners  should 
enter  the  territory;  and  they  did  so,  under  the  most 
solemn  guarantees  of  civil  and  religious  liberty.  They 
went  there  in '  the  faith  of  these  assurances;  they  con- 
quered the  wilderness;  and  they  expelled  the  Indians, 
and  drove  them  to  a  great  distance  from  their  settle- 
ments. In  process  of  time  they  became  a  State,  aad 
elected  a  Legislature.  But  what  waa  then  done  by 
Mexico?  By  the  audacity  of*  military  dictator,  the  free 
constitution  of  that  republic  was  subverted,  and  the  Con- 
gress, who  represented  the  people,  and  sat  by  their 
authority,  was,  by  force  of  arms,  turned  out  of  doors. 
Another  Legiskiure  was  set  up  in  their  place  by  the 
dictator,  consisting  of  a  single  House,  and  prepared  to 
comply  with  whatever  might  be  his  pleasure.  The  peo- 
ple of  Texas  resisted  this  usurpation;  but  they  were  not 
alone  in  withstanding  it.  The  banner  of  freedom  was 
raised  at  the  same  time  by  the  people  of  Zacatecas,  who 
inherited  the  «ame  noble  blood.  They  were,  boweycr, 
overthrown  in  the  contest,  and  consequently  removed  to 
Texas.  After  the  Congress  had  been  forcibly  tomcd 
out  of  doors,  a  procUmation  waa  issued,  ordering  the 
disarming  of  the  population,  and  requiring  an  unquali- 
fied submission,  on  their  part,  to  a  milita^  deapotism. 
They  resisted  the  enforcement  of  this  order— imo  never 


would  I  have  uttered  a  word  in  favor  of  their  reooc;Qi- 
tion  if  they  had  not.  Had  they  tamely  aubmilled  to  such 
an  act  of  oppression,  they  would  have  been  unworthy  of 
the  name  of  Americans.  Had  they  bowed  their  necks 
to  the  yoke,  and  submissively  yielded  up  their  fimbs  to 
the  chain,  I  would  never  have  voted  to  welcome  them 
among  the  nations  of  the  free.  Suppose  the  Prendeot 
of  these  United  States  should  enter  the  halls  of  Cour 
gress,  seize  our  persons,  and  drive  us  from  our  seats, 
and  occupy  them  with  his  creaturea;  suppose  he  ahould 
then  senu  out  a  band  of  mercenaries  into  Maryland,  Vir- 
ginia, and  Pennsylvanta,  should  disarm  our  mttzeos,  aad 
demand  of  them,  with  threats,  an  unanalified  aubaisaioD 
to  hia  absolute  will;  I  ask  whether  there  lives  a  man  so 
abject  aa  not  to  resist?  No.  1  know,  all  men  know, 
that  the  people  of  those  States  would  maintain  thesr 
freedom,  or  perish  in  the  struggle.  The  citisess  of 
Texas  have  done  Just  what  would  have  been  done,  in  the 
like  case,  by  citizens  of  the  United  States.  We  did  so 
in  circumstances  far  leas  intolerable.  The  colonial  op- 
pression of  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  waa  mild, 
was  paternal,  in  comparison  with  the  despotiaai  that  was 
sought  to  be  fixed  on  the  necks  of  the  citizens  of  Texss. 
Their  resisUnce  of  it  was  justified  by  all  lnws»  human 
and  divine. 

The  next  question  is*  whether,  haviQ|r  TemAvtd  oa 
independence,  they  have  been  able  to  aaintain  it. 

What  have  we  seen?  We  have  seen  two  suooessive 
invasions  of  their  territory,  and  both  successfiilly  resist- 
ed. The  first  wss  under  General  Cosi  he  was  uken 
prisoner,  and  liberated  on  parole.  Then  eaane  the  eo- 
terprise  of  Santa  Anna,  who  entered  Texas  nt  the  besd 
of  eight  hundred  fine  troops,  the  tSte  of  the  Mexican 
army.  After  the  conquest  of  Goliad,  and  the  sanguinary 
battle  at  the  Alamo,  he  was  overthrown  by  n  tmndful  of 
Texian  troops  under  General  Houston,  and  remained  a 
captive  in  the  handa  ol  those  whose  friends  and  relntives 
he  had  treacheroualy  and  inhumanly  muidered.  This 
happened  twelve  months  ago,  and  yet  no  boMlle  foot  has 
trodden  the  Texian  soli,  nor  hss  hostile  fleet  appeared 
upon  its  shores.  Their  srmy  baa  complete  pnstsuiue 
of  the  sesports  and  of  all  the  interiort  nor  Ims  any  at- 
tempt been  made  by  the  Mexican  forces  to  rescue  their 
favorite  chief  or  to  redeem  their  honor.  Why?  Has  not 
sufiicient  time  elapsed?  How  much  longer  must  we 
wait?  For  twelve  months  more?  Or  till  Mexieo  tHm}\ 
rceognise  their  independence?  01*  do  not  justice  and 
truth  demand  that  we  ahould,  without  further  delay, 
admit  the  fiot  of  their  independence?  What  greater 
evidence  of  it  do  we  ask?  They  possess  the  entire  ter- 
ritory; the  lawa  are  regularly  administered;  the  Cod- 
grepa  which  enacts  them  have  met  twioe;  and  all  things 
are  as  peaceful  and  orderfy  as  within  our  own  bappy  and 
favored  republie.  What,  then,  is  the  quertisn  of  recog- 
nition? It  is  a  question  of  fact  We  must  answer  yes 
or  no— either  that  Texas  is  independent,  or  that  it  is 
still  a  part  of  Mexico.  Are  Congremi;irepared  to  spread 
such  an  untruth  upon  their  reeorda?  Would  you  now 
negotiate  with  Mexico  on  the  ground  that  Texas  consti- 
tutes a  part  of  that  country?  Here  let  me  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Senate  to  onfl(  important  fiiot,  viz:  that  the 
present  central  Government  of  Mexico  never  bas  excr* 
cised  any  authority  whatever  in  Texas.  Vop  not  for  aa 
hour.  It  is  a  despotism  wlndi  she  has  reifsted;  she  hss 
never  for  a  moment  obeyed  it.  Why  should  we  refuse 
to  acknowledge  what  is  true?  We  have  been  told  by 
the  President  that  another  invasion  Is  threatened  by 
Mexico.  Trae.  But  are  we  to  be  governed  by  tfareaU? 
Are  threats  to  constitute  s  reason  why  we  may  not  rec- 
ognise die  independence  of  a  revolted  province  which 
hss  mahstsined  its  freedom!  If  so,  then  we  should  never 
have  recognised  the  independence  of  Mexico;  for  she 
has,  10  btte  as  within  tbNc  yean  past,  been  threatened 
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by  Spftin.  No;  the  queAion  does  not  depend  on  thretts, 
but  on  the  actual  tttte  of  thin^.    If  the  Ytporing  of 
Mexico  is  to  lettle  this  matter,  I  hope  «e  shall  first  ex« 
amine  how  Ux  she  is  able  to  cany  her  threats  into  exe- 
cution.    To  show  her  utter  inabiUty  to  do  thi^  I  will 
call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  her  divided  condition, 
torn  as  she  is  by  intestine  broils  and  civil  convulsions.  So 
entirely  has  she  t^een  disabled  by  this  her  condition  from 
carrying^  a  war  of  conquest  into  a  neighboring  territory, 
that  she  is  scarce  able  to  maintain  the  authority  of  Gov- 
ernment within  her  own  limits.    Her  interna]  state  ex* 
hibits  one  scene  of  unceasing  civil  convulsion.    Insur- 
rections rue,  one  after  another,  in  a  constant  succesnon, 
till  her  itreets  run  down  with  the  blood  of  her  citizens. 
Governors,  members  of  Congress,  and  Presidents.    But 
one  ofber  Chief  Magistrates  has  retired  peaceably  from 
the  chair  of  state,  nurbide  was  Emperor;  but  what  was 
his  fate?    His  gloi^  ended  in  banishment;  which  ^living 
broken,  he  was  sciaed  and  publicly  executed.    Victoria 
was  Presidentf  his  career  also  ended  in  banishment.  His 
succeasor  was  deposed  by  a  military  force,  and  Guerrero 
was  placed  in  power.    And  how  did  he  prosper  f    Be- 
ing flelf-depoaed,  he  was  put  to  death.    Tnen  came 
Bustamente.   And  h:«d  he  peace f    No;  he  was  deposed 
by  Santa  Anna.     Santa  Anna  was  put  down  by  the  fed- 
eral party;  boS  afterwsrdi  triumphing  over  his  enemies, 
he  overturned  the  constitution,  and  established  a  mili- 
tary despotism.    This  was  soon  followed  by  a  rebellion 
in  Zacatecas,  a  revolution  in  Texas,  and  commotions  in 
Tampico  and  both  the  Californias.    And,  af^er  all  this, 
we  are  told  that  Texas  is  threatened  by  the  Mexican 
Government!    It  is  the  threat  of  a  child  against  a  giant. 
Mexico  ta  not  able  to  recover  her  dominion;  if  she  had 
been,  she  would  before  now  have  attempted  the  libera- 
tion of  her  captured  President.    When  the  news  of  his 
capture  was  received,  Mexico  issued  a  proclamation, 
from   the  language  of  which  a  stranger  would  conclude 
that  she  had  one  hundred  thousand  troops  at  her  dispo- 
sal.    But  what  has  ahe  done?    She  has  raised  a  petty, 
contetDptible,  half-clad  collection  of  vagabonds,  under 
Bravo»  and  sent  them  to  Saltillo.    Thev  were  always  on 
the  point  of  dissolution.    Two  thousand  out  of  the  three 
thousand  which  set  out  reluctantly  on  the  expedition 
have  already  gone;  the  reat  are  without  money  or  clo- 
tliing;  and  BraVo  has  resigned  in  disgust.    If,  then,  the 
true  question  of  the  fact  of  Texian  independence  was  sus- 
pended on  the  success  of  this  invasion  cf  Bravo's,  is  it  not 
settfedf   Has  not  the  threatened  invasion  fiailed?  Where 
is  tfae  difference  whether  the  expedition  has  been  dis- 
comlited  without  the  limits  of  the  Texian  territory  or 
within  themf    What  matters  it  whether  the  invading  ar- 
my has  been  defeated  by  capture,  by  victory,  or  by  in- 
ability to  march  f    Let  every  Senator  lay  his  band  upon 
his  heart  and  say  whether  he  does  in  truth  believe  that 
Mexico  is  able  successrully  to  invade  the  Texian  repub- 
lic.   If  not,  will  you  hesitate  in  spreading  the  truth  upon 
tfae  records  of  the  Senate  f 

Bat  it  has  been  intimated  that  we  ought,  in  prudence, 
to  wait  till  some  foreign  Power  shall  have  gone  before 
us,  and  shown  lis  the  way.  It  is  a  sufficient  answer  to 
refer  the  Senate  to  the  words  of  their  own  resolution. 
Whati  shall  an  American  Senate,  shall  an  American 
Congress,  wait  and  ask  if  any  foreign  Power  has  ac- 
knowledged the  independence  of  the  new  State  upon 
fi«'r  borderf  tt  is  a  question  of  natiimal  sovereignty, 
and  we  canned  dodge  it  without  national  dishonor. 
V^ould  fingland  or  Prance,  in  a  like  case,  wait  to  ask 
%\%9  Would  they  wait  our  movements?  Would  they  not 
feet  themselves  disgraced  by  the  mention  of  such  a 
ttiingf  What!  leave  the  decision  whether  they  sha^I  or 
vhall  not  recognise  a  rising  State  in  Europe  to  the  decis- 
ron9  of  an  American  Congress?  Ciin  we,  then,  be  so  lost 
to  laoaor  as  to  pursue  a  course  which  they  would  de- 


spise? Do  we  want  their  authority,  the  shield  of  their 
precedence,  before  we  dare  to  acknowledge  the  inde- 
pendence of  a  new  State  in  our  own  America— upon 
this  our  own  continent— a  State  upon  our  borders — a 
State  filled  with  our  own  citizens  f  No.  This  is  purely  an 
American  question.  And  shall  we  refer  it  to  the  poten- 
tates of  Europe^  I  cannot  but  say  that,  as  an  American 
Senator,  I  feel  myself  somewhat  degraded  by  the  mere 
suggestion.  Are  we  to  ask  of  the  Powers  of  Europe 
how  we  are  to  conduct  our  foreign  relations?  Why,  any 
more  than  our  domestic?  Recognition  is  the  mere  ad- 
mission of  a  hict,  and  one  which  we  most  decide  upon 
our  own  judgment,  and  not  that  of  any  European  mon- 
arch. 

But  we  are  told  in  the  public  prints  that  a  vote  has 
been  taken  in  Texas  on  the  question  of  annexing  that 
Slate  to  these  United  States.    I  am  not  to  be  driven 
into  that  matter  now.     It  is  a  totally  distinct  question. 
The  two  most  not  be  mixed  up;  they  are  wholly  sepa- 
rate.   The  one  does  not  follow  from  the  other;  and  you 
have  no  right  to  connect  them  together.    They  are  not 
connected  either  in  fact  or  in  taw.     Shall  thia  Senate 
adopt  the  principle,  that  though  there  may,  in  fact,  be 
an  independent  Government  in  Texas,  we  must  refuse  to 
recognise  it,  beeause  the  people  who  conquered  Texas 
are  in  fact  Americans,  the  descendants  of  a  glorioua  an- 
cestry—our own  children— who  have  carried  our  language, 
our  laws,  our  free  institutions,  and  our  pure  religion,  into 
that  fertile  soilf    Are  we  prepared  to  give  this  as  a  rea- 
son to  the  civilized  world:  that  we  cannot  recognise 
them  because  they  love  their  native  soil,  because  they 
had  left  it  and  gone  into  another  State,  under  a  solemn 
guarantee  that  they  ahould  stilt  live  under  a  free  Govern- 
ment?   Because  in  this  hope  they  have  resisted  oppres- 
sion and  expelled  all  invaders?  Because,  when  they  have 
established  their  independence,  they  are  unambitious? 
Beeause  they  are  ready  to  lay  all  their  laurels  at  the  feet 
of  the  mother  republic?  Is  this  the  ground  we  are  ready 
to  take  and  to  avow?    Because  they  love  their  mother, 
shalf  we  hate  them ?    No.    We  mtist  have  better  grounds 
than  this  to  show.   If  they  had  sought  to  repose  upon  the 
mighty  arm  of  England,  and  had  offered  her  a  treaty  of 
free  trade;  if  she  had  sought  to  become  a  Southern 
Canada,  then  I  suppose  we  should  hasten  to  acknowledge 
her;  but  because  she  has  sought  another  connexion,  be- 
cause she  is  ambitious  that  the  banner  of  this  Union  shall 
float  over  her,  and  seeks  to  have  a  share  in  the  blessings 
of  our  laws  and  our  institutions,  shall  we  on  this  ac- 
count refuse  to  do  her  justice?    Yet  I  have  heard  no 
other  ground  taken,  no  better  argument  advanced. 

Were  It  in  order,  I  would  refer  to  another  resolution, 
adopted  by  a  different  body,  and  which  leaves  the  ques- 
tion to  the  President  of  the  United  States.  I  ask  the 
Senate,  will  they  now  avoid  the  Question,  and  remain  si- 
lent? I  have  the  highest  confidence  in  the  President  ^ 
elect,  as  well  as  in  him  who  still  fills  the  presidential 
chair,  and  have  no  doubt  that  right  will  be  done;  but 
still  it  becomes  us  to  express  our  opinion,  as  a  branch  of 
this  Government.  We  might  as  well  turn  over  to  the 
{'resident  our  domestic  relations  as  to  leave  him  the  sole 
judge  of  all  that  belooga  to  our  foreign.  The  resolu- 
tions passed  by  both  Housea  assume  that  Gonp^ress  should 
take  the  responsibility  of  this  matter  upon  itself.  And 
shall  we  now  skulk  from  it?  shall  we  trust  a  question 
which  belongs  to  us  to  the  decision  of  the  President? 
Does  not  the  President  himself  ssy,  in  his  mesuge,  that 
it  it  inexpedient  that  the  Executive  alone  should  act  in  a 
matter  of  this  character?  Does  he  not  declare  it  to  be 
the  duty  of  Congress  to  judge  of  it'  We  have  the  facts 
of  the  case  before  us.  [Here  Mr.  W.  went  into  a  recapit- 
ulation of  the  chief  points  he  had  made.]  With  all  th)!se 
things  before  us,  we  are  called  to  vote  downjhe  resolu- 
tion, and  thereby  to  say  that  these  are  not  facts.  Can  any 
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genlleman  consent  to  do  so?  Will  any  nMn  lay  his  hand 
upon  his  heart  and  say  that  Mexico  still  retains  and  ex- 
ercises sovereign  power  over  the  province  of  Texas?  I 
cannot  bring  myself  to  believe  that  such  will  be  the  de- 
cision of  the  Senate.  No;  with  all  those  feeling^  which 
are  natural  to  honorable  men,  to  American  freemen,  1 
trust  we  shall  come  up  to  the  mark,  and  declare  what 
we  know  to  be  the  fact,  that  Texas  is  an  independent 
and  sovereign  State. 


Iif  SxiTATE,  Fbbruabt  23. 
REDUCTION  OF  THE  TARIFF. 

Mr.  BENTON  made  a  low  reply  to  Mr.  Datis,  in 
which  he  was  in  part  understood  to  say  that  the  boun- 
ties on  the  fisheries  were  a  reimbursement  of  so  much 
money  as  was  paid  by  the  fishermen  as  a  duty  on  salt. 
Mr.  B.  had  information  on  this  subject  as  well  as  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts;  and  no  American  citizen,  at 
all  acquainted  with  the  affairs  of  the  country  and  the  his- 
tory of  France  and  England,  was  ignorant  of  the  valixe 
of  the  fisheries.  Yet,  Mr.  D.  had  authority  in  his  hands 
to  say  that,  from  the  foundation  of  the  Government,  the 
encouragement  here  to  the  fisheries  was  smaller  than  in 
Great  Brttaiil;  At  an  early  stage  of  the  Government 
here  reports  were  made  in  Congress  fV>r  and  against  iht 
bounty  on  the  fisheries,  and  the  allowance  was  revoked 
by.  Government.  At  that  time  the  first  allowance  was 
made  on  fish  cured  and  exported;  and  io  the  very  same 
clause  of  the  same  act  the  same  bounty  was  granted  on 
exported  beef  and  pork,  all  resting  on  the  same  princi- 
ple of  refunding  the  duty  on  the  salt  used  in  curing  these 
three  articles.  In  1789,  when  the  duty  on  salt  was  six 
cents,  and  afterwards  when  it  was  increased  to  twelve 
and  a  half,  the  drawbacks  on  salt  were  increased  in  the 
same  proportion.  Laws  to  the  same  effect  were  afXer- 
wards  passed,  so  that  fish,  beef,  and  pork,  kept  complny 
in  this  respect,  till,  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  the 
salt  tax  was  retained  as  a  war  tax,  the  fish  bounty  was 
continued,  while  the  drawbacks  on  beef  and  pork  were 
discontinued.  For  this  gentlemen  give  a  satisfactory  rea- 
son: that  it  was  not  possible  to  export  beef  and  pork  du- 
ring the  war.  But,  when  the  war  was  ended,  and  the  com- 
promise to  take  the  tax  off  salt  was  disregarded  on  ac- 
count of  the  public  debt,  the  fish  bounty  was  still  con* 
tinued,  while  beef  and  pork  were  dropped.  The  classes 
were  separated,  and  they  made  H^h  of  one  and  flesh  oF 
the  other.  The  fisheries  draw  about  $250,000  per  an- 
num from  the  public  Treasury,  while  the  constitution 
requires  that  taxes  should  be  laid  equally;  and  what  is 
got  by  taxes  on  one  part  of  the  Union  is  thus  bestowed 
on  another.  But  let  it  be;  Mr.  B.  would  not  oppose  it. 
Still,  he  would  appeal  to  the  friends  of  the  fisheries  to 
say  whether  this  was  not  an  immense  money-making 
busine&s.  They  ought  at  least  to  relieve  the  West  of 
the  burden;  and  while  they  got  a  bounty  of  $250,000, 
they  ought  to  allow  the  salt  tax  to  betaken  off*.  Mr.  B. 
here  read  an  extract  from  a  former  speech  of  his,  ag^ainst 
the  fish  bounty.  These  remarks,  he  said,  were  made 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts that  the  salt  duties  rest  on  one  leg  only.  The  fish- 
eries draw  back  their  aliare  of  the  tax,  but  the  West  did 
not.  Mr.  B.  also  alluded  to  extensive  (rauda  on  these 
drawbAcko,  said  to  be  discovered  by  Mr.  Ingham. 

Mr.  DAVIS  said  he  knew  the  subject  of  the  fish  boun- 
ty would  interweave  with  the  duty  on  s^lt.  Mr.  Ing- 
ham, he  said,  was  hostile  to  the  bounjLy  on  tt^.  fisher  its;' 
and  he  therefore  found  it  very  easy  to  make  out  supposed 
frauds,  which  might  be  correct  or  incorrect.  But  Mr. 
D.  wished  that  frauds  might  not  be  stamped  on  the  fish- 
eries without  the  proper  and  adequate  proof.  He 
thought  the  Senatir  from  Missouri  had  made  his  remarks 
because  he  foresaw  that  the  fish  bounty  would  interweave 


with  the  salt  tax;  but,  when  (he  proper  opportusity 
should  come,  Mr.  D.  would  show  that  the  fisheriet  itiod 
upon  two  legs. 

Tir  Skvatk,  Fkbkuabt  24. 
REDUCTION  OF  THE  TARIFF. 

Mr.  PRESTON  observed  that  what  he  bad  meant  to 
say  when  last  up  was,  that  the  tariff  question,  bo  farss 
party  was  concerned,  was  an  open  question,  on  vhicb 
each  individual  might  hold  and  advocate  his  ovn  opis- 
ion,  without  derogation  to  hia  standing  with  his  ovn 
party;  and  that,  therefore,  aasorancea  as  to  the  scnii- 
ments  of  the  President  elect  ought  not  to  have  thit 
weight  with  the  Senate  to  which  they  would  olbcrwise 
be  entitled.  He  had  aaid  that  the  Senator  from  Pfnn- 
sylvania  was  a  high  tariff  roan,  and  Ms  State  a  high  tariff 
State.  In  making  this  remark  in  regard  to  (he  honora- 
ble gentleman,  Mr.  P.  had  had  reference  to  his  course 
in  former  years.  The  grounds  on  which  that  gentknaD 
had  advocated  the  retaining  of  the  duty  on  coal  were  dii- 
tinqtly  tariff  grounds;  and  when  a  man  advanced  argu- 
menta  of  this  description,  for  a  protection  duty  on  such  an 
article  as  coal,  Mr.  P.  was  in  the  habit  of  calling  bioa  tariS 
man.  He  would  not,  however,  call  the  Senatof  fton 
PeilnsylvaHtaartarlff  mMs«f  thai  gentleimn  was  indL*- 
:  posed  td  be  te  denominated.  Mr.'  P.  shodM  certainK 
consider  him  as  a  very  great  and  valuable  acquiaitloo  to 
the  anti-tariff  cause. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  observed,  in  reply,  (bat  the  Sena- 
tor  from  South  Carolina  was  at  full  liberty  to  call  biia  a 
tariff  man;  for  such  he  proposed  to  be.    As  to  the  pres- 
ent duty  on  coal,  it  was  not  extravagant,  amounting,  as 
it  did,  to  less  than  five  cents  a  bushel,  or  one  dollar  per 
ton.     Mr.  B.  had  aaid,  and  he  still  mainUined,  that,  od 
all  the  principles  of  the  protection  policy,  foreign  coal 
should  pay  a  duty  for  th^  protection  of  the  home  arlicle. 
The  gentleman  from  South  CaVblina  himself  was  in  Fa- 
vor of  the  compromise  biir^  and « would  vote  for  ibiadoty 
though  he  apoke  againat  it.    Mr.  B.  contended  that  the 
repeal  of  this  duty  would  violate  the  compromisei  while 
it  would  go  to  destroy  a  branch  of  business  in  wbicb 
there.had  been  invested,  within  the  State  of  Pennsylva- 
nia alone,  a  capital  of  more  than  forty  millions  of  doilan. 
Yet  the  gentleman  from  South.  Carolina  emphiyedthc 
weight  of  his  powerftil  name 'Cor  pefsuading  otbent' 
vote  for  this  measure,  and  thu4  to  violate  the  compromise 
of  1833;  while,  at  the  same  time»  he  professed,  for  brrr- 
self  and  his  State,  and  the  whole  South,  to  be  bound  ic 
observe  it.     The  country  was  now  resting  on  that  com- 
promisei itnd  the  «  high  tariff  State,"  to  which  the  gen- 
tleman alluded,  had  never  uttered  a  murmur  against  it. 
Mr.  B.  had  trusted  that  her  repuUtion  might  bare  es- 
caped such  commentariea.     Pennsylvania  loved  to  do  to 
others  as  she  would  have  others  to  do  to  her.    Mr.  B- 
put  it  to  the  gentleman,  whether,  had  be  risen  in  b'' 
place,  and  solerhnly  declared  that  that  gentleman  «^ 
'*  permitted"  to  argue  against  the  compromise  while  he 
voted  in  its  favor,  whether  the  honorable  Senator  voiiid 
have  considered  him  quite  as  courteous  as  h6  ought  to 
be.     Would  not  such  a  remark  have  implied  that  |^<^ 
gentleman  was  under   an  irresistible  authority,  wbich 
governed  and  controlled  all  his  public  actionSi  but  tha'> 
on  this  particular  point,  that  authority  had  relaxed  tk 
leading  strings,  and  allowed  him  to  play  the  freeman' 

Mr,  PKESTpril  reg^etled  that  the  h^iorable  Senator 
did  n9t|S^i11  appear,  quite  to  c^mpi|ehen4  what  bad  bcffl 
the  scope  and  lAeaning  of  htff  remarks;  The  v^^^a 
**  permit"  had  been  used  by  him  In  its  technichl  me^if- 
ing,  as  applied  excluaively  to  party  pulitics.  It  bait  beer> 
contended,  that  to  support  the  present  sdministfition 
would  be  the  means  to  secure  the  ascendency  of  tt^^ 
anti-tariff  policy.  This  position  Mr.  P.  did  nut  adaitt;  an^ 
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to  prove  that  it  wu  unsound,  b«d  adverted  to  the  fiM:t  that 
the  tariflr  wm  an  open  queat'ton  with  the  party,  on  which 
members  of  the  party  might  differ  and  oppose  each 
other,  without  forfeiting  or  disturbing  their  party  rda- 
lions;  just  as  in  England  the  Catholic  question  was  behl 
to  be  an  open  question,  on  which  members'Of  the'same 
political  party  advocated  opposite  opmions.  There  were 
every  day  political  questions  on  ^hich  gentlemen  must 
vote  in  one  particular  way,  or  hot  be  recognised  as  mem- 
bers of  the  same  partyi;  while  there  were  other  questions 
on  which  they  wef«  ft^e  to  vote  differently,  and  still  be 
held  as  good  members  of  their  own  party.  The  party 
arrangements  **  permitted"  them  so  to  vote.  ,It  was  in 
this  parliainfBnUrjr  and  technical  sense  alone^  that  Mr. 
P.  had  made  use  of  the  word.  A»  to  the  -compromise 
of  1833,  the  end  and  piirpose  of  it  was  a  reduction  of 
duties.  For  tliis  the  whole  South  went  as  one  man.  The 
only  queation  'wis  whether,  according  to  that  act,  thp 
reduction  went  on  fast  enough.  The  act  proposed  to 
continue  .all  dutiea  abofe  twenty  per  cent,  uitil  the  year 
1842i.  after  which  time  there  was  to  be  a  rapid  deduc« 
ttdn.  As  tbei'e  seemed  to  be 'an  acquiescence,  on  the 
part  of  the  South,  in  this  arrangement,  Mr.  P.  supposed 
that  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  depart  from  it. .  He  ha^ 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  faith  of  the  South  was 
pledged.  They  had  ahaken  hands  with  their  Northern 
brethren  over  this  bargain;  and  he  was  not  for  going  to 
war  againat  it.  Mr.  P.  preferred  the  mode  of  reduction 
provided  by  the  act  of  1833  to  the  mode  proposed  by 
the  bill  now  before  the  Senate.  He  was  in  favor  of  all 
reduction;  but  be  preferred  the  compromise,  because 
be  believed  that  it  would  reduce  the  tariff  more  certain- 
ly. Holding  himself  bound  to  adhere  to  that  arrange- 
ment, be  could  not,  of  course,  vote  for  the  present 
amendment,  which  would  otherwise  receive  his  decided 
support.  The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  had  said  that 
the  preaent  duty  on  foreign  coal  was  not  enormous. 
The  duty  amounted  to  between  forty-6ve  and  fifty  per 
cent,  i  and  it  struck  Mr.  P.  that  this  waa  enormous. 


Housa  OF  RxpRssxirTATivBS,  Februart  24. 

DISTRIBUTION  QUESTION. 

[The  beginning  of  this  speech  is  inserted  on  pages 
]926  and  1927;  tb6  concluding  part  having  been  ac- 
cidentally omitted,  the  speech  is  given  in  full  here.] 

Mr.  BELL  said  he  rose  for  the  purpose  of  calling  the 
sttention  of  members  to  a  few  facts  connected  with  the 
subject  under  consideration,  and  with  the  aubject  of  the 
Treasury,  and  the  expenditures  of  the  Government  gen- 
erally, which  he  thought  were  either  unknown  to  many 
honorable  members,  or,  if  known,  had  not  received  that 
attention  which,  from  their  extraordinary  nature,  they 
were  entitled  to  receive  from  the  representatives  of  the 
people  and  the  guardiana  of  the  public  interest. 

Tbe  fact  that  the  permanent  expenditures  of  the  Gov- 
ernment had  been  doubled  in  amount  within  a  few  years 
past  tiad  been  noticed  heretofore.  I  wiah  (said  Mr.  B.) 
to  bring  to  the  notice  of  honorable  gentlemen  another 
most  Improper  and  unprecedented  anomaly  in  the  action 
of  Congress  upon  the  subject  of  the  sppropriation  and 
expenditure  of  (he  public  moneys.  The  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  have  given  their  sanction  to  appropri- 
ations for  the  service  of  the  present  year,  amounting  to 
Upwards  of  thirty  millions,  if  I  have  not  made  some  mis- 
take in  tbe  estimate  of  this  amount.  Besides  these, 
there  are  other  bills,  reported  by  the  standing  committees 
ol*  ihe  House,  which  will  swell  them  to  about  thirty-five 
Millions — an  amount  but  little  short  of  the  appropriations 

^x>  the  same  objects  made  at  the  last  session  of  Congress. 

^^o  the  members  of  this  House  know  what  proportion  of 

^^\c  appropriations  of  the  last  year  remsins  uneipended? 

X'he  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 


Means  has  told  us  thst  the  present  bill  sppropriatea 
about  nine  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  fortifications; 
and  that  he  contenda  ought  to  be  noted,  because  it  does 
not  exceed  the  usual  amount  annually  appropriated  to 
the  same  objects;  Sir,  it  is  trite  that  this  does  not  ex- 
ceed the^mount  usually  appropriated;  but  the  honor- 
able gentleman  haa  omitted  to  inform  ua  that  there  was. 
On  the '1st  of  JAitisry,  a  balance' of  upwards  of  six  hun- 
dred thoiisand  dollara  Remaining  in  the  Treaaury  of  the 
appropriations  Of  the  last  year  to  the  same  objects,  be- 
aidea  between  t#o  and  three  hundred  thousand  in  the 
hands  of  the  disbursing  officers- yet  unexpended.  He 
hss  neglected  to  inform  us  that,  in'  fact,  about  nine 
hundred  thousand  dollara  of  the  last  year's  appropriations 
to  fortificationarematoHobe  expended  during  tbe  present 
yeart  for  I  take  it  for  granted  that  the  work  upon  the 
fortifications  hss  iiot  been  persisted  in  to  sny  great  ex- 
tent during  the  winter.  Thus,  sir,  instesd  of  the  amount 
proposed  to  be  applied  to  this'  branch  of  the  public  ser- 
vice, do  ring  the  present  *yea*r,  we  propose  to  apply 
double- Ihat  amount.  Is  there  aay  thing  in  the  present 
bi^h  prices  of  labor  and  materials;  any  thing  in  the  great 
demand  for  labbrera  of  all  kinds,  or  ia  there  any  thing  in 
the  present  prospect  of  peace  with  all  nations,  which 
•calls  for  this  unusual  amount  to  be  applied  to  fortifica^ 
tions^  Are  we  not  pushing  these  works  too  rapidly  to 
admit  of  solid  constructions?  But,  sir,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  I 
do  not  attach  much  importance  to  this  view  of  the  sub- 
ject. Not  only  double,  but  treble  and  quadruple  the 
amgunt  of  tbeae  appropriations  can  be  expended  by  the 
Government,  if  it  is  fouiKl  necessary  in  order  to  increase 
appropriations — if  we  shall,  by  our  imprudent  compli- 
ance  with  the  demand  of  the  Executive,  encourage 
a  race  between  appropriations  and  disbursements — if 
the  appropriations  are  to  be  increased  according  to  the 
ability  of  the  Government  to  expend,  or  rather  waste,  as 
much  as  this  House  shall,  from  year  to  year,  be  found 
willing  to  appropriate.  I  repeat,  if  this  shall  be  the 
measure  of  our  appropriations,  we  need  not  care  bow 
Urge  they  are,  they  will  all  be  expended. 

But  it  is  a  practice  exactly  the  opposite  of  this  which 
I  wish  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  members  of  this 
House.  It  appears,  from  the  executive  reports  which 
have  been  laid  on  our  tables,  that  there  were  in  the  Treas- 
ury unexpended  balances  of  tbe  appropriations  of  the 
year  1836,  on  the  first  day  of  the  present  year,  of  nearly 
$14,000,000,  besides  the  larf^e  amount  drawn  from  the 
Treasury  in  advance  of  the  actual  demands  of  the  public 
service,  and  now  in  the  hands  of  the  disbursing  officers. 
The  official  organ  of  the  Government  (the  Globe)  has 
informed  us  that  the  amount  thua  withdrawn  from  the 
Treasury  by  requisitions,  and  remaining  in  the  hands  of 
the  disbursing  agents  in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  is 
six  millions.  I  have  but  little  doubt,  if  the  whole  truth 
were  known,  that  the  amount  thus  withdrawn  from  the 
Treasury  at  the  close  of  the  year  was  nearer  twelve  mil- 
lions; but,  taking  the  atatement  of  the  Globe  to  be  true, 
it  shows,  on  the  first  dsy  of  the  yesr,  there  were 
$20,000,000  remaining  unexpendtd  of  the  appropria- 
tions of  the  year  1836.  It  is  thus  manifest  that  we  arc  a 
year  in  advance  of  the  actual  demands  of  the  public  ser- 
vice in  our  appropriations.  1  call  upon  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Vfr.  Cahbreleiio,]  who  is  at  the  head 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  explain  and 
justify  this  extraordinary  practice.  How  is  it  that  we 
are  called  upon  to  m:«ke  increased  appropriations  for  the 
present  year,  when  twenty  millions  or  upwards  remain 
unexpended  of  the  last  year's  appropriations?  This 
state  of  things  certainly  demands  an  explanation.  The 
average  balances  in  the  Treasury,  until  within  the  last 
two  years,  have  never  exceeded  five  millions;  I  believe 
I  might  say  fuur.  Whence  is  it  that  we  have  this  sum 
quadrupled^    Let  it  not  be  said  that  the  appropriations 
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for  the  iMt  yetr  were  not  mide  until  hilf  the  year  had 
elapsed  I  and  that  that  ii  a  aufllcient  explanation.  The 
amount  in  the  Treasury  unexpended  on  the  fint  day  of 
the  year  183i6  wai»  if  I  do  not  forget,  more  than  double 
the  usual  average«  and  when  we  ware  roting  the  appro- 
priationB  of  the  last  year»  the  House  was  repeatedly  re- 
minded that  the  year  was  so  fur  advanced  that  it  was  not 
possible  to  expend  the  large  sums  which  were  demand- 
ed by  the  Government  (  yet,  mr,  they  were  voted.  The 
true  explanation  is,  that  we  then  bad  a  large  surplus  in 
tbe  Treasury.  We  anticipated  a  still  greater  one,  and 
the  majority  of  Congress  were  determined  to  keep  pace 
with  the  increased  revenue  by  increased  appropriatioas. 
If  the  surplus  could  not  thus  be  actually  exhausted,  it 
was  intended  that  it  should  be  so  apparently.  The  same 
policy  directs  the  same  course  at  the  present  session. 
Whether  the  land  bill  shall  pass  or  not,  it  is  now  certain 
that  we  shall  have  a  considerable  surplus  in  the  Treasury 
at  the  end  of  the  year.  Under  any  probable  contingent 
cy,  it  cannot  be  less  than  ten  roillionsi  it  will  probably  be 
much  larger.  To  diminish  the  amount  of  surplus  at  the 
beginning  of  the  present  year,  the  device  of  withdrawing 
large  amounts  from  the  Treasury,  and  placing  them  in 
the  hands  of  disbursing  agents,  was  fallen  upon.  This 
practice,  however  unsafe,  will  be  continued i  and,  in- 
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Stead  of  six  millions  at  tbe  end  of  tiM  pntmt  year,  we 
may  have  twenty  millions  so  disposed  of,  if  there  shall 
be  no  interest  created  to  eounleract  it.  Ag^,  sir.* 
seme  remedy  is  impertoesly  demanded,  by  the  moct  mt- 
ered  and  vital  oonsideratioiis,  against  the  perpetual 
temptation  which,  under  the  present  stste  of  things^  ii 
held  out  to  increased,  unnecessary,  and  prodigal  expnd. 
itures  by  the  Federal  Government.  I  can  think  of  none 
better  at  present  than  the  one  vhich  I  now  propose, 
and  will  send  to  the  Chair.  I  do  not  Intend  to  enter  in- 
to an  elaborate  argument  upon  the  proposition  I  shsll 
submit.  It  is  too  late  in  tbe  sesnon  for  such  a  count. 
Besides,  1  oonsider  the  argument  is  already  before  tbe 
House  and  country,  and  I  entreat  gentlemen  who  are  is* 
verable  to  the  measure  ta  forbear  discussion. 

Mr.  B.  eonehided  by  moving  td  amend  the  biH  by  ad- 
ding thereto  the  following: 

^^e  it  maded.  That  the  money  which  sbaii  be  hi  tbs 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  on  the  1st  day  of  January, 
1838,  reserving  a  sum  of  five  millions  of  dollars,  riMlt  be 
deposUed  wUh  the  several  States^  on  the  terms  of  tbe 
13tb,  14ih,  and  15th  provisoes  of  the  act  regulating  tbe 
deposttes  of  the  public  money,  approved  the  23d  of 
June,  1836. 
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MESSAGE 

OF  THE  PRESIDENT  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

TO  BOTH  HOUSES  OP  CONORESIfl, 

At  the  commencement  of  the  Second  Seseion  of  the  TSrenty- 

fourth  Congress. 

Fei/cw^iiizens  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repreaenfathes.- 

Addressing  to  you  the  last  annual  message  I  shall  ever 
present  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  it  is  a 
source  of  the  most  heartfelt  satisfaction  to  be  able  to 
congratulate  you  on  the  high  state  of  prosperity  which 
our  beloved  country  has  attained.  With  no  causes  at 
home  or  abroad  to  lessen  the  confidence  with  which  we 
Itjok  to  the  future  for  continuing  proofs  of  the  capacity 
of  our  free  institutions  to  produce  all  the  fruits  of  good 
g^overnment,  the  ^neral  condition  of  our  affairs  may 
well  excite  our  national  pride. 

I  cannot  avoid  congratulating  you,  and  my  country 
particularly,  on  the  success  of  the  efforU  made  during 
my  administration  by  the  Executive  and  Legislature,  in 
conformity  with  the  sincere,  constant,  and  earnest  desire 
of  the  people,  to  maintain  peace,  and  establish  cordial 
relations  with  all  foreign  Powers.  Our  gratitude  is  due 
to  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  Universe,  and  I  invite  you 
lo  uifite  with  me  in  offering  to  him  fervent  supplication, 
tliat  his  providential  care  may  ever  be  extended  to  those 
who  follow  us,  enabling  them  to  avoid  the  dangers  and 
the  horrors  of  war,  consistently  with  a  just  and  indis- 
pensable regard  to  the  rights  and  honor  of  our  country. 
But,  although  the  present  state  of  our  foreign  affairs, 
standing  without  important  change  as  they  did  when 
you  separated  in  July  last,  is  flattering  in  the  extreme, 
I  regret  to  say  that  many  questions  of  an  interesting 
character,  at  issue  with  other  Powers,  are  yet  unadjusted. 
Amongst  the  most  prominent  of  these  is  that  of  our 
northeastern  boundary.  With  an  undiminished  confi- 
dence in  the  sincere  desire  of  his  Britannic  Majesty's 
(Government  to  adjust  that  question,  I  am  not  yet  m  pos- 
session of  the  precise  grounds  upon  which  it  proposes  a 
satisfactory  adjustment. 

With  France,  our  diplomatic  relations  have  been  re- 
sumed, and  under  circumstances  which  attest  the  dispo- 
sition of  both  Governments  to  preserve  a  mutually  be- 
neficial intercourse,  and  foster  those  amicable  feelings 
which  are  so  strongly  required  by  the  true  interest  of  the 
two  countries.  With  Russia,  Austria,  Prussia,  Naples, 
Sweden,  and  Denmark,  the  best  understanding  exists, 
and  our  commercial  intercourse  is  gradually  expanding 
itself  with  them.  It  is  encouraged  in  all  these  countries, 
except  Naples,  by  their  mutually  advantageous  and 
libersi  treaty  stipuiations  with  us. 

'fhe  claims  of  our  citizens  on  Portugal  are  admitted  to 
be  ivut,  but  provision  for  the  payment  of  them  has  been 
unfortunately  delayed  by  frequent  political  changes  in 
that  kingdom. 
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The  blessings  of  peace  have  not  been  secured  by 
Spain.  Our  connexions  with  that  country  are  on  the 
best  footing,  with  the  exception  of  the  burdens  still  im- 
posed upon  our  commerce  with  her  possessions  out  of 
Europe* 

The  claims  of  American  citizens  for  losses  sustained  at 
tlie  bombardment  of  Antwerp,  have  been  presented  to 
the  Governments  of  Holland  and  Belgium,  and  will  be 
pressed,  in  due  season,  to  settlement. 

With  ISrozil,  and  all  our  neighbors  of  this  continent,  we 
continue  to  maintain  relations  of  amity  and  concord,  ex- 
tending our  commer<fe  with  them  as  far  as  the  resources  of 
the  people  and  the  policy  of  theirGovernments  will  permit. 
The  just  and  long-standing  claims  of  our  citizens  upon 
some  of  them  are  yet  sources  of  dissatisfaction  and  com- 
plaint. No  danger  is  apprehended,  however,  that  they 
will  not  be  peacefully,  although  tardily,  acknowledged 
and  paid  by  all,  unless  the  irritating  effect  of  her  strug- 
gle with  Texas  should  unfortunately  make  our  immediate 
neighbor,  Mexico,  an  exception. 

It  is  already  known  to  you,  by  the  correspondence  be- 
tween  the  twoGovernments  communicated  at  your  last  ses- 
sion, that  our  conduct  in  relation  to  that  struggle  is  rcgfu- 
lated  by  the  same  principles  that  governed  us  in  the  dis- 
pute between  Spain  and  Mexico  herself;  andl  trust  that  it 
will  befound,on  the  most  severe  scrutiny, that  our  actshave 
strictly  corresponded  with  our  professions.  That  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  United  States  should  feel  strong  preposses- 
sions for  the  one  party,  is  not  surprising.  But  this  circum- 
stance should,  of  itself,  teach  us  great  caution,  lest  it  lead 
us  into  the  great  error  of  suffering  public  policy  to  be  re* 
gulated  by  partiality  or  prejudice;  and  there  are  con- 
siderations connected  with  the  possible  result  of  this  con- 
test between  the  two  parties  of  so  much  delicacy  and  im- 
portance to  the  United  States,  that  our  character  re- 
quires that  we  should  neither  anticipate  events,  nor  at- 
tempt to  control  them.  The  known  desire  of  the  Tex- 
ans  to  become  a  part  of  our  system,  although  its  gratifi- 
cation depends  upon  the  reconcilement  of  various  and 
conflicting  interests,  necessarily  a  work  of  time,  and  un- 
certain in  itself,  is  calculated  to  expose  our  conduct  to 
misconstruction  in  the  eyes  of  the  world.  There  are  al- 
ready those  who,  indifferent  to  principle  themselves,  and 
prone  to  suspect  the  want  of  it  in  others,  charge  us  with 
ambitious  designs  and  insidious  policy.  You  will  per- 
ceive by  the  accompanying  documents,  that  the  extraor- 
dinary mission  from  Mexico  has  been  terminated,  on  the 
sole  grounds  that  the  obligations  of  this  Government  to 
itself  and  to  Mexico,  under  treaty  stipulations,  have  com- 
pelled me  to  trust  a  discretionary  authority  to  a  high  offl- 
cerof  our  army,  to  advance  into  territory  claimed  as  part 
of  Texas,  if  necessary,  to  protect  our  own  or  the  neigh- 
boring frontier  from  Indian  depredation.  In  the  opinion 
of  the  Mexican  functionary,  who  has  just  left  us,  the 
honor  of  his  country  will  be  wounded  by  American  sol- 
diers entering,  with  the  must  amicable  avowed  purposes^ 
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upon  ground  from  which  the  followers  of  his  Govern- 
ment have  been  expelled,  and  over  which  there  is  at 
present  no  certainty  of  a  serious  effort  on  its  part  being 
made  to  re-establish  its  dominion.  The  departure  of 
this  minister  was  the  more  singular,  as  he  was  apprized 
that  the  sufBciency  of  the  causes  assigned  for  the  advance 
of  our  troops  by  the  commanding  general  had  been  seri- 
ously doubted  by  me,  and  that  there  was  every  reason  to 
suppose  that  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  their  com- 
mander having  had  time  to  ascertain  the  truth  or  false- 
hood of  the  information  upon  which  they  had  been  march- 
ed to  Nacogdoches,  would  be  either  there  in  perfect  ac- 
cordance with  the  principles  admitted  to  be  just  in  bis 
conference  with  the  Secretary  of  State,  by  the  Mexican 
minister  himself,  or  were  already  withdrawn  in  conse- 
quence of  the  impressive  warnings  their  commanding  offi- 
cer had  receivea  from  the  Department  of  War.  It  is 
hoped  and  believed  that  his  Government  will  take  a  more 
dispassionate  and  just  view  of  this  subject,  and  not  be 
disposed  to  construe  a  measure  of  justifiable  precaution, 
made  necessary  by  its  known  inability  in  execution  of  the 
stipulations  of  our  treaty  to  act  upon  the  frontier,  into  an 
encroachment  upon  its  rights  or  stain  upon  its  honor. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  ancient  complaints  of  injustice, 
made  on  behalf  of  our  citizens  are  disregarded,  and  new 
causes  of  dissatisfaction  have  arisen,  some  of  them  of  a 
character  requiring  prompt  remonstrance,  and  ample 
and  immediate  redress.  I  trust,  however,  by  tempering 
firmness  with  courtesy,  and  acting  with  great  forbear- 
ance upon  every  incident  that  has  occurred,  or  that  may 
happen,  to  do  and  to  obtain  justice,  and  thus  avoid  the 
necessity  of  again  bringing  this  subject  to  the  view  of 
Congress. 

It  is  my  duty  to  remind  you  that  no  provision  has  been 
made  to  execute  our  treaty  with  Mexico  for  tracing  the 
boundary  line  between  the  two  countries.  Whatever 
may  be  the  prospect  of  Mexico's  soon  being  able  to  ex- 
ecute the  treaty  on  its  part,  it  is  proper  that  we  should 
be,  in  anticipation,  prepared  at  all  times  to  perform  our 
obligations,  without  regard  to  the  probable  condition  of 
those  with  whom  we  have  contracted  them. 

The  result  of  the  confidential  inquiries  made  into  the 
condition  and  prospects  of  the  newly  declared  Texan 
Government,  will  be  communicated  to  you  in  the  course 
of  the  session. 

Commercial  treaties,  promising  great  advantages  to 
our  enterprising  merchants  and  navigators,  have  been 
formed  with  the  distant  Governments  of  Muscat  and 
Siam.  The  ratifications  have  been  exchanged,  but  have 
not  reached  the  Department  of  State.  Copies  of  the 
treaties  will  be  transmitted  to  you,  if  received  before,  or 
published,  if  arriving  after,  the  close  of  the  present  ses- 
sion of  Congress. 

Nothing  has  occurred  to  interrupt  the  good  under- 
standing that  has  long  existed  with  the  Barbary  Powers, 
nor  to  check  the  good  will  which  is  gradually  growing 
up  in  our  intercourse  with  the  dominions  ol  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  distinguished  chief  of  the  Ottoman  Empire. 
Information  has  been  received  at  the  Department  of 
State,  that  a  treaty  with  the  Emperor  of  Morocco  has  just 
l^een  negotiated,  wliich,  I  hope,  will  be  received  in  time 
to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  previous  to  the  close  of  the 
session. 

You  will  perceive,  from  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  that  the  financial  means  of  the  country 
continue  to  keep  pace  with  its  improvement  in  all  other 
respects.  The  receipts  into  the  Treasury  during  the 
present  year  will  amount  to  about  $47,691,898;  those 
from  customs  being  estimated  at  $22,523,151;  those 
from  lands  at  about  $24,000,000;  and  the  residue  from 
miscellaneous  sources.  The  expenditures  for  all  objects 
during  the  year  are  estimated  not  to  exceed  $32,000,000, 
which  will  leave  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  for  public 


purposes,  on  the  lat  day  of  January  next,  of  about 
$41,723,059.  This  sum,  with  the  exception  of  five 
millions,  will  be  transferred  to  the  several  States,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  provisions  of  the  act  regulating  the 
deposites  of  the  public  money. 

The  unexpended  balances  of  appropriation  on  the  1st 
day  of  Januar}'  next,  are  estimated  at  $14,636,062,  ex- 
ceeding by  $9,636,062  the  amount  which  will  be  left  in 
the  deposite  banks,  subject  to  the  draf^  of  tlie  Treasurer 
of  the  United  States,  after  the  contemplated  transfers  to 
the  several  States  are  made.  If,  therefore,  the  future 
receipts  should  not  be  sufficient  to  meet  these  outstand- 
ing and  Ibture  appropriations,  there  may  be  soon  a  ne- 
cessity to  use  a  portion  of  the  funds  deposited  with  the 
States. 

The  consequences  apprehended  when  the  deposite 
act  of  the  last  session  received  a  reluctant  approval,  have 
been  measurably  realized.     Though  an  act  merely  fur 
the  deposite  of  the  surplus  moneys  of  the  United  States 
in  the  State  treasuries  for  aafe-keeping,  until  they  msy 
be  wanted  for  the  service  of  the  General  GoTernment, 
it  has  been  extensively  spoken  of  as  an  act  to  give  the 
money  to  the  several  States,  and  they  have  been  advised 
to  use  it  as  a  gifl,  without  regard  to  the  means  of  re- 
funding it  when  called  for.  Such  a  suggestion  has  doubt- 
less been  made  without  a  due  consideration  of  the  obl^ 
gation  of  the  deposite  act,  and  without  a  proper  atten- 
tion to  the  various  principles  and  interests  which  are  af- 
fected by  it.    It  is  manifest  that  the  law  itself  cannot 
sanction  such  a  suggestion,  and  that,  as  it  now  stands, 
the   States  have   no  more  authority  to  receive   and  u^ 
these  deposites,  without  intending  to  return  them,  thsa 
any  deposite  bank,  or  any  individual  temporarily  chargel 
with  the  safe-keeping  or  application  of  the  public  money 
would  now  have  for  converting  the  same  to  their  private 
use,  without  the  consent  and  against  the  will  of  the  Got- 
ernment.      But  independently  of  the  violation  of  pub- 
lic faith  and   moral  obligation  which  are  Involved  in  this 
suggestion,  when  examined  in  reference  to  the  terms  of 
the  present  deposite  act,  it  is  believed  that  the  conskler- 
ations  which  should  govern  the   future  legislation  cf 
Congress  on  this  subject  will  be  equally  conclusive 
against  the  adoption  of  any  measure  recognising  the 
principles  on  which  the  suggestion  has  been  nuule. 

Considering  the  intimate  connexion  of  the  subject 
with  the  financial  interests  of  the  country,  and  its  great 
importance  in  whatever  aspect  it  can  be  viewed,  I  have 
bestowed  upon  it  the  most  anxious  reflection,  and  feel 
it  to  be  my  duty  to  state  to  Congress  auch  thoughts  at 
have  occurred  to  me,  to  aid  their  deliberation  in  treat- 
ing it  in  the  manner  best  calculated  to  conduce  to  the 
common  good. 

The  experience  of  other  nations  admonished  us  ts 
hasten  the  extinguishment  of  the  public  debt;  but  U 
will  be  in  vain  that  we  have  congratulated  each  other 
upon  the  disappearance  of  this  evil.  If  we  do  not  guard 
against  th^  equally  great  one  of  promoting  the  unneces- 
sary accumulation  of  public  revenue.  No  political  mas> 
im  is  better  established  thsn  that  which  tells  us  that  an 
improvident  expenditure  of  money  is  the  parent  of  pro 
fiig^y,  and  that  no  people  can  hope  to  perpetuate  their 
liberties,  who  long  acquiesce  in  a  policy  which  taxes 
them  for  objects  not  necessary  to  the  legitimate  and  rcsl 
wants  of  their  Government.  Flattering  as  is  the  condt- 
tion  of  our  country  at  the  present  period,  because  of  M 
unexampled  advance  in  all  the  steps  of  social  and  politi- 
cal improvement,  it  cannot  be  disguised  tliat  there  is  A 
lurking  danger  already  apparent  in  the  neglect  of  this 
warning  truth,  and  that  the  time  has  arrived  when  th« 
representatives  of  the  people  sliould  be  employed  it 
devising  some  more  appropriate  remedy  than  now  ex>st|| 
to  avert  it. 
Under  our  present  revenue  system,  there  is  every 
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probability  that  there  will  continue  to  be  a  surplus  be* 
yond  the  wants  of  the  Government^  and  it  has  become 
our  duty  to  decide  whether  such  a  result  be  consistent 
with  the  true  objects  of  our  Government. 

Should  a  surplus  be  permitted  to  accumulate  be- 
yond the  appropriations,  it  must  be  retained  in  the 
Treasury  as  it  now  is,  or  distributed  among  the  people 
of  the  States. 

To  retain  it  in  the  Treasury,  unemployed  in  any  way, 
is  impracticable.  It  is,  besides,  against  the  genius  of 
our  free  institutions  to  lock  up  in  vaults  the  treasure  of 
the  nation.  To  take  from  the  people  the  right  of  bear- 
ing ai*m8,  and  put  their  weapons  of  defence  in  the  hands 
or  a  standing  army,  would  be  scarcely  more  dangerous 
to  their  liberties,  than  to  permit  the  Government  to  ac- 
cumulate immense  amounts  of  treasure  beyond  the  sup- 
plies necessary  to  its  legitimate  wants.  Such  a  treasure 
would  doubtless  be  employed  at  some  time,  as  it  has 
been  in  other  countries,  when  opportunity  tempted  am- 
bition. 

To  collect  it  merely  for  distribution  to  the  States, 
would  seem  to  be  highly  impolitic,  if  not  as  dangerous 
as  the  proposition  to  retain  it  in  the  IVeasury.     The 
shortest  reflection  must  satisfy  every  one  that,  to  require 
the  people  to  pay  taxes  to  the  Government  merely  that 
thoy  may  be  paid  back  again,  is  sporting  with  the  sub- 
stantiiil  interests  of  the  country,  and  no  system  which 
produces  such  a  result  can  be  expected  to  receive  the 
public  countenance.      Nothing  could  be  gained  by  it, 
even  if  each  individual  who  contributed  a  portion  of  the 
(ax  could  receive  back  promptly  the  same  portion.  But, 
it  is  apparent,  that  no  system  of  the  kind  can  ever  be 
enforced,  which  will  not  absorb  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  money  to  be  distributed  in  salaries  and  commis- 
&tons  to  the  agents  employed  in  the  process,  and  in  the 
various  losses  and  depreciations  which  arise  from  other 
causes;  and  the  practical  effect  of  such  an  attempt  must 
ever  be  to  burden  the  people  with  taxes,  not  for  pur- 
pf^ses  beneficial  to  them,  but  to  swell  the  profits  of  dc- 
posite  banks,  and  support  a  band  of  useless  public  offi- 
cers, 

A  distribution  to  the  people  is  impracticable  and  un- 
just in  other  respects.  It  would  be  taking  one  man's 
property,  and  giving  it  to  another.  Such  would  be  the 
unavoidable  result  of  a  rule  of  equality,  (and  none  other 
N  spoken  of,  or  would  be  likely  to  be  adopted,)  inas- 
D'lcli  as  there  is  no  mode  by  which  the  amount  of  the 
iidividual  contributions  of  our  citizens  to  the  public 
'crenue  can  be  ascertained.  We  know  that  they  con- 
ribute  unequaliy;  and  a  rule,  therefore,  that  would  dis- 
ribiK^  to  them  equally,  would  be  liable  to  all  the  ob- 
cciions  which  apply  to  the  principle  of  an  equal  division 
ff  property.  To  make  the  General  Government  the  in- 
irument  of  carrying  this  odious  principle  into,  effect, 
voiilcl  be  at  once  to  destroy  the  means  of  its  usefulness 
nd  change  the  character  designed  for  it  by  the  framers 
f  ilie  constitution. 

Btit  the  more  extended  and  iniurious  consequences 
ikcly  to  result  from  a  policy  which  would  collect  a  sur- 
iUii  revenue  for  the  purpose  of  distributing  it,  may  be 
urribly  illustrated  by  an  examination  of  the  effects  al- 
iu'ly  produced  by  the  present  deposite  act.  This  act, 
Uhougli  certainly  designed  to  secure  the  safe-keeping 
tf  the  public  revenue,  is  not  entirely  free  in  its  tendcn- 
ic*.  from  any  of  the  objections  which  apply  to  this  prin- 
ijile  of  distribution.  The  Government  had,  without 
ccessity,  received  from  the  people  a  large  surplus, 
•  liich,  instead  of  being  employed  as'heretofore,  and  re- 
irncd  to  them  by  means  of  the  public  expenditure,  was 
e posited  with  sundry  banks.  The  banks  proceeded  to 
i-uke  loans  upon  this  surplus,  and  thus  converted  it  into 
Miking*  capital;  and  in  this  manner  it  has  tended  to 
uUtply  bank  charters,and  has  had  a  great  agency  in  pro- 


ducing a  spirit  of  wild  speculation.  The  possession  and 
use  of  the  property  out  of  which  this  surplus  was  created 
belonged  to  the  people;  but  the  Government  has  trans- 
ferred its  possession  to  incorporated  banks,  whose  in- 
terest and  effort  it  is  to  make  large  profits  out  of  its  use. 
This  process  need  only  be  stated  to  show  its  injustice 
:^nd  bad  policy. 

And  the  same  observations  apply  to  the  influence 
which  is  produced  by  the  steps  necessary  to  collect  as 
well  as  to  distribute  such  a  revenue.  About  three- 
fifths  of  all  the  duties  on  imports  are  paid  in  the  city  of 
New  York;  but  it  is  obvious  that  the  means  to  pay  those 
duties  are  drawn  from  every  quarter  of  the  Union. 
Every  citizen  in  every  State,  who  purchases  and  con- 
sumes an  article  which  has  paid  a  duty  at  that  port,  con- 
tributes to  the  accumulating  mass.  The  surplus  col- 
lected there,  must,  therefore,  be  made  up  of  moneys 
or  property  withdrawn  from  other  points  and  other 
States.  IMius  the  wealth  and  business  of  every  region 
from  which  these  surplus  funds  proceed,  roust  be  to 
some  extent  injured,  while  that  of  the  place  where  the 
funds  are  concentrated  and  are  employed  in  banking 
are  proportionably  extended.  But  both  in  making  the 
transfer  of  the  funds  which  are  first  necessary  to  pay 
the  duties  and  collect  the  surplus,  and  in  making  the 
re-transfer  which  becomes  necessary  when  the  time 
arrives  for  the  distribution  of  that  surplus,  there  is  a 
considerable  period  when  the  funds  cannot  be  brought 
•  into  use;  and  it  is  manifest  that,  besides  the  loss  inevi- 
table from  such  an  operation,  its  tendency  is  to  produce 
fluctuations  in  the  business  of  the  country,  which  are 
always  productive  of  speculation,  and  detrimental  to  the 
interests  of  regular  trade.  Argument  can  scarcely  be 
necessary  to  show  that  a  measure  of  this  character  ought 
not  to  receive  further  legislative  encouragement. 

By  examining  the  practical  operation  of  the  ratio  fur 
distribution  adopted  in  thq.  deposite  bill  of  the  la&t 
session,  wc  shall  discover  other  features  that  appear 
equally  objectionable.  Let  it  be  assumed,  for  the  sake 
of  argument,  that  the  surplus  moneys  to  be  deposited 
with  the  States  have  been  collected  and  belong  to 
them  in  the  ratio  of  their  federal  representative  popula- 
tion— an  assumption  founded  upon  the  fact  that  any  de- 
ficiencies in  our  future  revenue  from  imposts  and  public 
lands  must  be  made  up  by  direct  taxes  collected  from 
the  States  in  that  ratio.  It  is  proposed  to  distribute 
the  surplus,  say  $30,000,000,  not  according-  to  the 
ratio  in  which  it  has  been  collected  and  belongs  to  the 
people  of  the  Slates,  but  in  that  of  their  votes  in  the 
colleges  of  electors  of  President  and  Vice  President. 
The  effect  of  a  distribution  of  that  ratio  is  sliown  by  the 
annexed  table,  marked  A. 

By  an  examination  of  that  table,  it  will  be  perceived 
that  in  tlie  distribution  of  the  surplus  of  $30,000,000 
upon  that  basis,  tlicre  is  a  great  departure  from  the  prin- 
ciple which  regards  representation  as  the  true  measure 
of  taxation;  and  it  will  be  found  that  the  tendency  of  that 
departure  wril  be  to  increase  whatever  inec^ualities  have 
been  supposed  to  attend  the  operation  of  our  federal 
system  in  respect  to  its  bearings  upon  the  different  in- 
terests of  the  Union .  In  making  the  basis  of  representa- 
tion the  basis  of  taxation,  the  fi-amcrs  of  the  constitution 
intended  to  equalize  the  burdens  which  are  necessary  to 
support  the  Government;  and  the  adoption  of  that  ratio, 
while  it  accomplished  this  object,  was  also  the  means  of 
adjusting  other  great  topics  arising  out  of  the  conflicting 
views  respecting  the  political  equality  of  the  various 
members  of  the  confederacy.  Whatever,  therefore,  dis- 
turbs the  liberal  spirit  of  the  compromises  which  estab- 
lished a  rule  of  taxation  so  just  and  equitable,  and  wiiich 
experience  has  proved  to  be  so  well  adapted  to  the  ge- 
nius and  habits  of  our  people,  should  be  received  with 
the  greatest  caution  and  distrust. 
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A  bare  inspection,  in  the  annexed  table,  of  the  dilFer- 
ences  produced  by  the  ratio  used  in  the  deposite  act  com- 
pared with  the  results  of  a  distribution  according  to  the 
rutio  of  direct  taxation,  must  satisfy  every  unprejudiced 
mind  that  tlie  former  ratio  contravenes  the  spirit  of  the 
constitution,  and  produces  a  degree  of  injustice  in  the 
operation  of  the  Federal  Government  which  would  be 
fatal  to  the  hope  of  perpetuating  it.     By  the  ratio  of  di- 
rect taxation,  for  example,  the  State  of  Delaware,  in  the 
collection  of  $30,000,000  of  I'evenue,  would  pay  into 
the  treasury  $188,716 ;  and  in  a  distribution  of  $30,- 
000,000  she  would  receive  back  from  the  Government, 
according  to  the  ratio  of  the  deposite  bill,  the  sum  of 
$306,122;  and  similar  results  would  follow  the  compari- 
son between  the  small  and  the  large  States  throughout 
tlie  Union;  thus  realizing  to  the  small  States  an  advan- 
tage which  would  be  doubtless  as  unacceptable  to  them 
as  a  motive  for  incorporating  the  principle  in  any  system 
which  would  produce  it,  as  it  would  be  inconsistent  with 
the  rights  and  expectations  of  the  large  States.    It  was 
certainly  the  intention  uf  that  provision  of  the  constitu- 
tion which  declares  that  "all  duties,  imposts,  and  excises" 
shall  «  be  uniform  throuj^hout  the  United  States,"  to 
make  the  burdens  ortaxation'fall  equally  upon  the  peo- 
ple, in  whatever  State  of  the  Union  they  may  reside. — 
But  what  would  be  the  value  of  such  a  uniform  rule,  if 
the  moneys  raised  by  it  could  be  immediately  returned 
by  a  different  one, which  will  give  to  the  people  of  some 
States  much  more,  and  to  those  of  others  much  less, 
than  their  fair  proportions^     Were  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  exempt,  in  express  terms,  the  imports,  pro- 
ducts, and  manufactures  of  some  portions  of  the  coun- 
try from  all  duties,  while  it  imposed  heavy  ones  on 
others,  the  injustice  could  not  be  greater.     It  would  be 
easy  to  show  how,  by  the  operation  of  such  a  principle, 
the  large  States  of  the  Union  would  not  only  have  to 
contribute  their  just  share  towards  the  support  of  the 
Federal  Government,  but  also  have  to  bear  in  some  de- 
gree the  taxes  necessary  to  support  the  Governments  of 
their  smaller  sisters;  but  it  is  deemed  unnepessary  to 
state  the  details  where  the  general  principle  is  so  ob- 
vious. 

A  system  liable  to  such  objections  can  never  be  sup- 
t>osed  to  have  been  sanctioned  by  the  framers  of  the 
constitution,  when  they  conferred  on  Congress  the  tax- 
ing power ;  and  I  feel  persuaded  that  a  mature  exam- 
ination of  the  subject  will  satisfy  every  one  that  there 
are  insurmountable  difiicuUies  in  the  operation  of  any 
plan  which  can  be  devised,  of  collecting  the  revenue, 
for  the  purpose  of  distributing  it.  Congress  is  only  au- 
thorized to  levy  taxes  **topay  the  debts  and  provide  for 
.  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare  qf  the  United 
States."  There  is  no  such  provision  as  would  autlior- 
ize  Congress  to  collect  together  the  property  of  the 
country,  under  the  name  of  revenue,  for  the  purpose 
of  dividing  it  equally  or  unequally  among  the  States  or 
the  People.  Indeed,  it  is  not  probable  that  such  an 
idea  ever  occurred  to  the  States  when  they  adopted  the 
constitution.  But,  however  this  may  be,  the  only  safe 
rule  for  us,  in  interpreting  the  powers  granted  to  the 
Federal  Government,  is  to  regard  the  absence  of  ex- 
press authority  to  touch  a  subject  so  important  and  del- 
icate as  this  is,  as  equivalent  to  a  prohibition. 

F.ven  if  our  powers  were  less  doubtful  in  this  respect, 
as  the  constitution  now  stands,  there  are  considerations 
afforded,  by  recent  experience,  which  would  seem  to 
make  it  our  duty  to  avoid  a  resort  to  such  a  system. 

All  will  admit  that  the  simplicity  and  economy  of  the 
State  Governments  mainly  depend  on  the  fact  that  mon- 
ey  has  to  be  supplied  to  support  them  by  the  same  men 
or  their  agents  who  vote  it  away  in  appropriations. 
Hence,  when  there  are  extravagant  and  wasteful  appro- 
priations, there  must  be  a  corresponding  increase  of 


taxes;  and  the  people,  becoming  awakened,  will  ne- 
cessarily scrutinize  tlie  character  of  measures  which  thus 
increase  their  burdens.  By  the  watchful  eye  of  kI^ 
interest,  the  agents  of  the  people  in  the  State  Govern- 
ments are  repressed,  and  kept  within  the  limit  of  a  just 
economy.  But  if  the  necessity  of  levying  the  taxes  b« 
taken  from  those  who  make  the  appropriation!,  and 
thrown  upon  a  more  distant  and  less  responsible  set  of 
public  agents,  who  have  power  to  approach  the  people 
by  an  indirect  and  stealthy  taxation,  there  is  reason  to 
fear  that  prodigality  will  soon  supersede  those  character- 
istics which  have  thus  far  made  us  look  with  so  much 
pride  and  confidence  to  the  State  Governments  as  the 
mainstay  of  our  union  and  liberties.  The  State  Legisla- 
tures, instead  af  studying  to  restrict  their  State  espemi- 
itures  to  the  smallest  possible  sum,  will  claim  credit  for 
their  profusion,  and  harass  the  General  Government  for 
increased  supplies.  Practically,  there  would  soon  be 
but  one  taxing  power,  and  that  vested  in  a  body  of  men 
far  removed  from  the  people,  in  which  the  farming  and 
mechanic  interests  would  scarcely  be  represented.  The 
States  would  gradually  lose  their  purity  as  well  as  their 
independence;  they  would  not  dare  to  murmur  at  th«  pro- 
ceedings of  the  General  Government,  lest  they  should  lose 
their  supplies;  all  would  be  merged  in  a  practical  con- 
solidation, cemented  by  wide-spread  corruption,  which 
could  only  be  eradicated  by  one  of  those  bloody  revo- 
lutions which  occasionally  overthrow  the  despotic  s)h 
tems  of  the  old  world. 

In  all  the  other  aspects  in  which  I  have  been  able  to 
look  at  the  effect  of  such  a  principle  of  distribution  upon 
the  best  interests  of  the  country,  I  can  see  nothing  lo 
compensate  for  the  disadvantages  to  whicli  I  have  ad- 
verted. If  we  consider  the  protective  duties,  which 
are,  in  a  great  degree,  the  source  of  the  surplus  reve- 
nue, beneficial  to  one  section  of  the  Union  and  prejudi- 
cial to  another,  there  is  no  corrective  for  the  evil  in  such 
a  plan  of  distribution.  On  the  contrary,  there  is  rcasoo 
to  fear  that  all  the  complaints  which  have  sprung  fron 
this  cause  would  be  aggravated.  Every  one  must  be 
sensible  that  a  distribution  of  the  surplus  must  beget  a 
disposition  to  cherish  the  means  which  create  it;  and 
any  system,  therefore,  into  which  it  enters,  must  haw* 
powerful  tendency  to  increase  rather  than  diminish  iw 
tariff.  If  it  were  even  admitted  that  the  advantages  c 
such  a  system  could  be  made  equal  to  all  the  sections  oi 
the  Union,  the  reasons  already  so  urgentlv  calling  for* 
reduction  of  the  revenue  would,  nevertheless,  lose  none 
of  their  force ;  for  it  will  always  be  improbable  tlwt  an 
intelligent  and  virtuous  community  can  consent  to  ra'«* 
a  surplus  for  the  mere  purpose  of  dividing  it,  dimimshe 
as  it  must  ineviubly  be  by  the  expenses  of  lhevariou> 
machinery  necessary  to  the  process.  ,  ^ 

The  safest  and  simplest  mode  of  obviating  all  the  dm- 
cutties  which  have  been  mentioned  is,  to  collect  only 
revenue  enough  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  Governmen . 
and  let  the  people  keep  the  balance  of  their  propetJ/'J 
their  own  hands,  to  be  used  for  their  own  profit-  e^ 
State  will  then  support  its  own  Government,  and  coi'j 
tribute  its  due  share  towards  the  support  of  the  Qtatn^ 
Government.  'I'here  would  be  no  surplus  to  cramp «"' 
lessen  the  resources  of  individual  wealth  and  cnierpr»4*' 
and  the  banks  would  be  led  to  their  ordinarj'  tn<>nj| 
Whatever  agitations  and  fluctuations  might  arise  ir^^ 
our  unfortunate  paper  system,  they  could  "^^'',  5_i 
tributed,  justly  or  unjustly,  to  the  action  of  the  Fe««" 
Government.  There  would  be  some  guaranty  tlw  j^ 
spirit  of  wild  speculation,  which  seeks  ^^^^^^^J^  m. 
surplus  revenue  into  banking  capital,  would  be  efie 
ally  checked,  and  that  the  scenes  jof  ^""^"^ "fi^jj^. 
which  are  now  so  prevalent  through  the  land  woui 
appear.  ^j 

•      Without  desiring  to  conceal  th»t  the  expcncuce  an 
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observation  of  the  last  two  years  have  operated  a  partial 
change  in  my  views  upon  this  interesting^  subject,  it  is, 
nevertheless,  remtted  that  the  suggestions  nnade  by 
me,  in  my  annual  messages  of  1829  and  1830,  have  been 
^eatly  misunderstood.  At  that  time,  the  great  struggle 
was  begun  against  tliat  latitudinarian  construction  of  the 
constitution  which  authorizes  the  unlimited  appropria- 
tion of  the  revenues  of  the  Union  to  internal  improve- 
ments within  the  States,  tending  to  invest  in  the  hands, 
and   place  under  the  control,  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, all  the  principal  roads  and  canals  of  the  country, 
in  violation  ot  State  righfti,  and  in  derogation  of  State 
authority.  At  the  same  time,  the  condition  of  the  manu- 
fiicturing  interest  wss  such  as  to  create  an  apprehension 
that  the  duties  on  imports  could  not,  without  extensive 
mischief,  be  reduced  in  season  to  prevent  the  accum.u- 
lation  of  a  considerable  surplus  after  the  payment  of  the 
national  debt.  In  view  of  the  dangers  of  such  a  surplus, 
and  in  preference  to  its  application  to  internal  improve- 
ments, in  derogation  of  the  rights  and  powers  of  the 
States,  the  suggestion  of  an  amendment  of  the  constitu- 
tion to  authorize  its  distribution  was  made.     11  was  an 
alternative  for  what  were  deemed  greater  evils— a  tem- 
porary resort  to  relieve  an  over-burdened  Treasury, 
i/ntil  the  Government  could,  without  a  sudden  and  de- 
structive revulsion  in  the  business  of  the  country,  grad- 
ually return  to  the  just  principle  uf  raising  no  more 
revenue  from  the  people,  in  taxes,  than  is  necessary  for 
its  economical  support.     Even  that  alternHtive  was  not 
spoken  of  but  in  connexion  with  an  amendment  of  the 
constitution.    No  temporary  inconvenience  can  justify 
the   exercise  of  a  prohibited  power,  or  a  power  not 
granted  by  that  instrument ;  and  it  was  from  a  convic- 
tion that  the  power  to  distribute  even  a  temporary  Bur- 
plus  of  revenue  is  of  that  character,  that  it  was  suggest- 
ed only  in  connexion  with  an  appeal  to  the  source  of  all 
lei^l   power  in  the  General  Government,  the  States 
which  have  established  it.     No  such  appeal  has  been 
taken,  and,  in  my  opinion,  a  distribution  of  the  surplus 
revenue  by  Congress,  either  to  the  States  or  the  people, 
is  to   be  considered  as  among  the  prohibitions  of  the 
constitution.     As  already  intimated,  my  views  have  un- 
dergone a  change,  so  far  as  to  be  convinced  that  no 
alteration  of  the  constitution,  in  this  respect,  is  wise  or 
expedient.     The  influence  of  an  accumulating  surplus 
upon  the  legislation  of  the  General  Government  and  the 
States,  its  effect  upon  the  credit  system  of  the  country, 
producing  dangerous  extensions  and  ruinous  contrac- 
lions,  fluctuations  in  the  price  of  property »  rash  specu- 
UtVon,   idleness,  extravagance,  and  a  deterioration  of 
morals,  have  taught  us  the  important  lesson,  that  any 
transient  mischief  which  may  attend  the  reduction  of 
our  revenue  to  the  wants  of  our  Government  is  to  be 
borne  in  preference  to  an  overflowing  Treasury. 

1  beg  leave  to  call  your  attenion  to  iinother  subject 
Ititinnately  associated  with  the  preceding  one — the  cur- 
rency of  the  coimtry. 

It  is  apparent,  from  the  whole  context  of  the  constitu- 
tion, as  well  as  the  history  of  the  times  which  gave  birth 
to  it,  that  it  was  the  purpose  of  the  convention  to  estab- 
)i>ih  a  currency  consisting  of  the  precious  metals.  I'he&e, 
from  their  peculiar  properties,  which  rendered  them 
tbe  standtfd  of  value  in  all  other  countries,  were  adopt- 
efl  in  this,^  well  to  establish  its  commercial  standard, 
in  reference  to  foreign  countries,  by  a  permanent  rule, 
as  to  exclude  the  use  of  a  mutable  medium  of  exchange, 
such  as  of  certain  agricultural  commodities,  recognised 
by  tbe  statutes  of  some  States  as  a  tender  for  debts,  or 
the  still  more  pernicious  expedient  of  a  paper  currency. 
The  last,  from  the  experience  of  the  evils  of  the  issues 
of  paper  during  the  Revolution,  had  become  so  justly 
Obnoxious,  as  not  only  to  suggest  the  cUuse  in  the  con* 
Mttution  forbidding  the  emtssioD  of  billi  of  credit  by  the 


States,  but  also  to  produce  that  vote  in  the  convention 
which  negatived  the  proposition  to  grant  power  to  Con- 
gress  to  charter  corporations;  a  proposition  well  un- 
derstood at  the  time,  as  intended  to  authorize  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  national  bank,  which  was  to  issue  a  currency 
of  bank  notes,  on  a  capital  to  be  created  to  some  extent 
out  of  Government  stocks.  Although  this  proposition 
was  refused  by  a  direct  vote  of  the  convention,  the  ob- 
ject was  afterwards  in  efiect  obtained,  by  its  ingenious 
advocates,  through  a  strained  construction  of  the  con- 
stitution. The  debts  of  the  Revolution  were  funded,  at 
prices  which  formed  no  equivalent,  comp.ired  with  ttie 
nominal  amount  of  the  stock,  and  under  circumstances 
which  exposed  the  motives  of  some  of  those  who  parti- 
cipated in  the  passage  of  the  act,  to  distrust. 

The  facts  that  the  value  of  the  stocks  was  greatly  en- 
hanced by  the  creation  of  the  bank,  that  it  was  well  un- 
derstood that  such  would  be  the  case,  and  that  some  of 
the  advocates  of  the  measure  were  largely  benefited  by 
it,  belong  to  the  history  of  the  times,  and  are  well  cal- 
culated to  diminish  the  respect  which  might  otherwise 
have  been  due  to  the  action  of  the  Congress  which  cre- 
ated the  institution. 

On  the  establishment  of  a  national  bank,  it  became 
the  interest  of  its  creditors  that  gold  should  be  super- 
seded by  the  paper  of  a  bank  as  a  general  currency.  A 
value  was  soon  attached  to  the  gold  coins,  which  made 
their  exportation  to  foreign  countries  as  a  mercantile 
commodity,  more  profitable  than  their  retention  and  use 
at  home  as  money,  it  followed,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
if  not  designed  by  those  who  established  the  bank,  that 
the  bank  became,  in  effect,  a  substitute  for  the  mint  of 
the  United  States. 

Such  was  the  origin  of  a  national  bank  currency,  and 
such  the  beginning  of  those  difBculties  which  now  ap- 
pear in  the  excessive  issues  of  tiie  banks  incorporated 
by  the  various  States. 

Although  it  may  not  be  possible,  by  any  legislative 
means  within  our  power,  to  change  at  once  the  system 
which  has  thus  been  introduced,  and  has  received  the 
acquiescence  of  all  portions  of  the  country,  it  is  certain- 
ly our  duty  to  do  all  tiiat  is  consistent  with  our  constitu- 
tional obligations,  to  prevent  the  miscliiefs  which  are 
threatened  by  its  undue  extension.  That  the  efforts  of 
the  fathers  of  our  Government  to  guard  against  it  by  a 
constitutional  provision  were  founded  on  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  subject,  lius  been  frequently  attest- 
ed by  the  bitter  experience  of  the  country.  The 
same  cause  which  led  them  to  refuse  their  sanction  to  a 
power  authorizing  the  establishment  of  incorporations 
for  banking  purposes,  now  exist  in  a  much  stronger  de- 
gree to  urge  us  to  exert  the  utmost  vigilance  in  calling 
into  action  the  means  necessary  to  correct  the  evils  re- 
sulting from  the  unfortunate  exercise  of  the  power;  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  opportunity  of  effecting  this 
great  good  will  be  improved  before  the  country  witnes- 
ses new  scenes  of  embarrassment  and  distress. 

Variableness  must  ever  be  the  characteristic  of  a  cur- 
rency, of  which  the  precious  metals  are  not  the  chief 
ingredient,  or  which  can  be  expanded  or  contracted 
witliotit  regard  to  ttie  principles  that  regulate  the  vahie 
of  those  metals  as  a  standard  in  the  general  trade  of  the 
world.  With  us,  bank  issues  constitute  such  a  curren- 
cy, and  must  ever  do  so,  until  they  are  made  dependant 
on  those  just  proportions  of  gold  and  silver,  as  a  circu- 
lating medium,  which  experience  has  proved  to  be  neces- 
sary, not  only  in  this,but  in  all  other  commercisl countries. 
Where  those  proportions  are  not  infused  into  the  circu- 
lation, and  do  not  control  it,  it  is  manifest  that  prices 
must  vary  according  to  the  tide  of  bank  issues,  and  the 
value  and  stability  of  property  must  stand  exposed  to  all 
the  uncertainty  which  attends  the  administration  of  in- 
I  stitutions  that  are  coostantly  liable  to  the  temptation  of 
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an  interest  distinct  from  that  of  the  community  in  which 
they  are  established. 

The  progress  of  an  expansion,  or  rather  a  deprecia- 
tion of  the  currency,  by  excessire  bank  issues,  is  always 
attended  by  a  loss  to  the  laboring  classes.  This  portion 
of  the  community  have  neither  time  nor  opportunity  to 
watch  the  ebbs  and  flows  of  the  money  market.  En- 
gaged from  day  to  day  in  their  useful  toils,  they  do  not 
perceive  that,  although  their  wages  are  nominally  the 
same,  or  even  somewhat  higher,  they  are  greatly  re- 
duced* in  fact,  by  the  rapid  mcrease  of  a  spurious  cur- 
rency, which,  as  it  appears  to  make  money  abound, 
they  are  at  Brst  inclined  to  consider  a  blessing.  It  is 
not  so  with  the  speculator,  by  whom  this  operation  is 
better  understood,  and  is  made  to  contribute  to  his  ad- 
vantage. It  is  not  until  the  prices  of  the  necessaries  of 
life  become  so  dear  that  the  laboring  classes  cannot  sup- 
ply their  wants  out  of  their  wages,  that  the  wages  rise 
and  gradually  reach  a  justly  proportioned  rate  to  titat  of 
the  products  of  their  labor.  When  thus,  by  the  depre- 
ciation in  consequence  of  the  quantity  of  paper  in  cir- 
culation, wages  as  well  as  prices  become  exorbitant,  it 
is  soon  found  that  the  whole  effect  of  the  adulterations 
is  a  tariff  on  our  home  industry  for  the  benefit  of  the 
countries  where  gold  and  silver  circulate  and  maintain 
uniformity  and  moderation  in  prices.  It  is  then  per- 
ceived that  the  enhancement  of  the  price  of  land  and 
labor  produces  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  price  of 
products,  until  these  products  do  not  sustain  a  compe- 
tition with  similar  ones  in  other  countries,  and  thus  both 
manufactured  and  agricultural  productions  cease  to  bear 
exportation  from  the  country  of  the  spurious  currency, 
because  they  cannot  be  sold  for  cost.  This  is  the  pro- 
cess by  which  specie  is  banished  by  the  paper  of  the 
banks.  Their  vaults  are  soon  exhausted  to  pay  for  for- 
eign commodities;  the  next  step  is  a  stoppag^  of  specie 
payment — a  total  degradation  of  paper  as  a  currency — 
unusual  depression  of  prices,  the  ruin  of  debtors,  and 
the  accumulation  of  property  in  the  hands  of  creditors 
and  cautious  capitalists. 

It  was  in  view  of  these  evils,  together  with  the  dan- 
gerous power  wielded  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  its  repugnance  to  our  constitution,  that  1  was  in- 
duced to  exert  the  power  conferred  upon  me  by  the 
American  people  to  prevent  the  continuance  of  that  in- 
stitution. But  although  various  dangers  to  our  repub- 
lican institutions  have  been  obviated  by  the  failure  of 
that  bank  to  extort  from  the  Government  a  renewal  of 
its  charter,  it  is  obvious  that  little  has  been  accom- 
plished except  a  salutary  change  of  public  opinion,  to- 
wards restoring  to  the  country  the  sound  currency  pro- 
vided for  in  the  constitution.  In  the  acts  of  several  of 
the  States  prohibiting  the  circulation  of  small  notes,  and 
the  auxiliary  enactments  of  Congress  at  the  last  session, 
forbidding  their  reception  or  payment  on  public  ac- 
count, the  true  policy  of  the  country  has  been  advanced, 
and  a  lareer  portion  of  the  precious  metals  infused  into 
our  circulating  medium.  These  measures  will  probably 
be  followed  up  in  due  time  by  the  enactment  of  State 
laws,  banishing  from  circulation  bank  notes  of  still 
higher  denominations ;  and  the  object  may  be  materi- 
ally promoted  by  further  acts  of  Congress,  forbidding 
the  employment,  as  fiscal  agents,  of  such  banks  as  con- 
tinue to  issue  notes  of  low  denominations,  and  throw 
impediments  in  the  way  of  the  circulation  of  gold  and 
fiilyer. 

The  effects  of  an  extension  of  bank  credits  and  over- 
issues of  bank  paper  have  been  strikingly  illustrated  in 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands.  From  the  returns  made 
by  the  various  Registers  and  Receivers  in  the  early  part 
of  last  summer,  it  was  perceived  that  the  receipts  ari- 
sing from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  were  increasing 
to  an  unprecedented  amount.  In  effect,  however,  tliese 


receipts  amounted  to  nothing  more  than  credits  in  bank. 
The  banks  let  out  their  notes  to  speculators  ;  they  were  ' 
paid  to  the  Receivers,  and  immediately  returned  to  the  ^ 
banks,  to  be  sent  out  again  and  again,  being'  mere  in- 
struments to  transfer  to  speculators  the  most  Talaabk  , 
public  land,  and  ]my  the  Government  by  a  credit  on  the 
books  of  the  banks.  Those  credits  on  the  books  of  some 
of  the  western  banks,  usually  called  depontes,  were  al- 
ready greatly  beyond  their  immediate  means  of  payment, 
and  were  rapidly  increasing.  Indeed,  each  speculatici] 
furnished  means  for  another  ;  fur  no  sooner  had  one  in-  i 
dividual  or  company  paid  in  tfie  notes,  than  they  were 
immediately  lent  to  another  for  a  like  purpose  ;  and  the 
banks  were  extending  their  bunness  and  their  issues  so 
largely,  as  to  alarm  considerate  men,  and  render  \i 
doubtful  whether  these  bank  credits,  if  permitted  to  ac- 
cumulate, would  ultimately  be  of  the  least  value  to  the 
Government,  The  spirit  of  expansion  and  speculatioi 
was  not  confined  to  the  deposite  banks,  but  pervaded 
the  whole  multitude  of  banks  throughout  the  Union, 
and  was  giving  rise  to  new  institutions  to  aggravate  the 
evil. 

The  safety  of  the  public  funds,  and  the  interest  of  the 
people,  generally,  required  that  these  operations  shouM 
be  checked,  and  it  became  the  duty  of  every  branch  of 
the  General  and  State  Governments  to  adopt  all  legiti- 
mate  and  proper  means  to  produce  that  salutary  effect. 
Under  this  view  of  my  duty,  I  directed  the  issuing  of  the 
order  which  Will  be  laid  before  you  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  requiring  payment  for  the  public  landi 
sold  to  be  made  in  specie,  with  an  exception  until  the 
fifteenth  of  the  present  month  in  favor  of  actual  settler^. 
This  measure  has  produced  many  salutary  consequences. 
It  checked  the  career  of  the  Western  banks,  and  g:>ve 
them  additional  strength  in  anticipation  of  the  pressure 
which  has  since  pervaded  our  Eastern  as  well  as  the  Eu- 
ropean commercial  cities.  By  preventing  the  extension 
of  the  credit  system,  it  measurably  cut  on'  the  means  of 
speculation,  and  retarded  its  progress  in  monopolizing 
the  most  valuable  of  the  public  lands.  It  has  tended  to 
save  the  new  States  from  a  non-resident  proprietorship, 
one  of  the  greatest  obstacles  to  the  advancement  of  a 
new  country,  and  the  prosperity  of  an  old  one.  It  has 
tended  to  keep  open  the  public  lands  for  entry  by  emi* 
grants,  at  Government  prices,  instead  of  their  being' 
compelled  to  purchase  of  speculators  at  double  or  treble 
prices.  And  it  is  conveying  into  the  interior  large  sums 
in  silver  and  gold,  there  to  enter  permanently  into  the 
currency  of  the  country,  and  place  it  on  a  firmer  fo«in- 
dation.  It  is  confidently  believed  that  the  country  w.lt 
find,  in  the  motives  which  induced  that  order,  and  the 
happy  consequences  which  will  have  ensued,  much  to 
commend,  and  nothing  to  condemn. 

It  remains  for  Congress,  if  they  approve  tlie  policy 
which  dictated  this  order,  to  follow  it  up  in  its  various 
bearings.  Much  good,  in  my  judgment,  would  be  pro- 
duced by  prohibiting  sales  of  the  public  lands,  except 
to  actual  settlers,  at  a  reasonable  reduction  of  price,  and 
to  limit  the  quantity  which  shall  be  sold  to  them.  Al- 
though it  is  believed  the  General  Government  never 
ought  to  receive  any  thing  but  the  constitutional  curren- 
cy in  exchange  for  the  public  lands,  that  point  would  be 
of  less  importance  if  the  lands  were  sold  for  immedtaie 
settlement  and  cultivation.  Indeed,  there  i%pcarcc!y  ^ 
mischief  arising  out  of  our  present  land  system,  including 
the  accumulating  surplus  of  revenue,  which  would  not  be 
remedied  at  once  by  a  restriction  on  land  sales  to  actual 
settlers;  and  it  promises  other  advantages  to  the  country 
in  general,  and  to  the  new  States  in  particular,  which 
cannot  fail  to  receive  the  most  profound  consideration  of 
Congress. 

Experience  continues  to  realize  the  expectations  en- 
tertained as  to  the  capacity  of  the  Sls;e  banks  le  per- 
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oriTi  the  duties  of  fiscal  Aj^entB  for  tlie  Government,  at 
lie  time  of  the  removal  of  the  depositei.  It  was  alleged 
\>y  the  advocates  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  that 
ihe  State  banks,  whatever  might  be  the  regulations  of 
Lhe  Treasury  Department,  could  not  make  the  transfers 
required  by  the  Government,  or  negotiate  the  domestic 
[^xchan^^es  of  the  country.  It  is  now  well  ascertained 
that  the  real  domest  c  exchanges,  performed  through 
discount!!,  by  the  United  States  Bank  and  its  twenty-five 
branches,  were  at  least  one-third  less  than  those  of  the 
deposite  banks  f^r  an  equal  period  of  timet  and  if  a 
cornparison  be  instituted  between  the  amounts  of  service 
rendered  by  these  institutions,  on  the  broader  basis 
w  hich  has  been  used  by  the  advocates  of  the  United  States 
Bank,  in  estimating  what  they  consider  the  domestic  ex- 
changes transacted  by  it,  the  result  will  be  still  more  fa- 
vorable to  the  deposite  banks. 

The  whole  amount  of  public  money  transferred  by 
the  Dank  of  the  United  States  in  1832,  was  $16,000,000. 
I'he  amount  traniferred  and  actually  paid  by  the  deposite 
banks  in  the  year  ending  the  first  of  October  last,  was 
$39,319,899  \  the  amount  transferred  and  paid  between 
tUar  period  and  the  6th  November,  was  $5,399,000;  and 
f  tie  amount  o\  trantfer  warrants  outstanding  on  that  day, 
was  $I4,450«000;  making  an  aggregate  of  $59,168,894. 
'I  hese  enormous  sums  of  money  first  mentioned  have 
been  transferred  with  the  greatest  promptitude  and  regu- 
larity i  and  the  rates  at  which  the  exchanges  have  been 
nepottated  previously  to  the  passage  of  the  deposite  act 
were  generally  below  those  charged  by  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  Independently  of  these  services,  which 
are  far  greater  than  those  rendered  by  the  United  Stales 
Hank  and  its  t wenty.fi ve  branches,  a  number  of  the  de- 
posite banks,  have,  with  a  commendable  zeal  to  aid  in 
t  he  improvement  of  the  currency,  imported  from  abroad, 
at  their  own  expense,  large  sums  of  the  precious  metals 
fur  coinage  and  circulation. 

In  the  same  manner  have  nearly  all  the  predictions 
C  urned  out  in  respect  to  the  effect  of  the  removal  of  the 
deposites^-a  step  unquestion^tbly  necessary  to  prevent 
the  evils  which  it  was  foreseen  the  banic  itself  would  en- 
deavor to  create  in  a  final  struggle  to  procure  a  renewal 
of  its  charter.     It  may  be  thus,  too,  in  some  degree, 
with  the  further  steps  which  may  be  taken  to  prevent 
the  excessive  issue  of  other  bank  paper  i  but  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  nothing  will  now  deter  the  Federal  and  State 
authorities  from  the  firm  and  vigorous  performance  of 
their  duties  to  themselves  and  to  the  people  in  this  respect. 
In  reducing  the  revenue  to  the  wants  of  the  Govern- 
ment, your  particular  attention  is  invited  to  those  arti- 
cles which  constitute  the  necessaries  of  life.     The  duty 
on  salt  was  laid  as  a  war  tax,  and  was  no  doubt  continu- 
ed to  assist  in  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  wardebt^ 
There  is   no  article,  the  release  of  which  from  taxation 
would  be  felt  so  generslly  and  so  beneficially*     To  this 
cnay  be  added  all  kinds  of  fuel  and  provisions.     Justice 
and   benevolence  unite  in  fiivor  of  releating  tlie  poor  of 
our  cities  from  burdens  which  are  not  necessary  to  the 
si>pport  of  our  Government,  and  tend  only  to  increase 
the  wants  of  the  destitute. 

It  will  foe  seen  by  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Tre^aurya  and  the  accompanying  documents,  that  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Stales  has  made  no  payment  on  ac- 
count of  the  stock  held  by  the  Government  in  that  insti- 
tution, although  urged  to  pay  any  portion  which  mi^ht 
suit  its  convenience,  and  that  it  has  given  no  information 
when  payment  may  be  expected.  Nor,  although  re- 
peatedly requested,  has  it  furnished  the  information  in 
relation  to  its  condition,  which  Congress  authorized  the 
Secretary  to  collect  at  their  last  session.  Such  measures 
as  are  within  the  power  of  the  Executive  have  been 
taken  to  ascertain  the  value  of  the  stock,  and  procure 
the  payment  as  early  as  possible. 


The  conduct  and  preient  condition  of  that  bank,  and 
the  great  amount  of  capita]  vested  in  it  by  the  United 
States,  require  your  careful  attention.  Its  charter  ex- 
pired on  the  third  day  of  March  last,  and  it  has  now  no 
power  but  that  given  in  the  3Ut  section,  **  to  use  the 
corporate  name,  style,  and  capacity,  for  the  purpose  of 
suits,  for  the  final  settlement  and  liquidation  of  the  af- 
fairs and  accounts  of  the  corporation,  and  for  the  sale 
and  disposition  of  their  estate,  real,  personal,  and  mix- 
ed, but  not  for  any  other  purpose,  or  in  any  other  man- 
ner whatsoever,  nor  for  a  period  exceeding  two  yesrs 
after  the  expiration  of  the  said  term  of  incorporation." 
Before  the  expiration  of  the  charter,  the  stockholders 
of  the  bank  obtained  an  act  of  incorporation  from  the 
Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  excluding  only  the  United 
States.  Instead  of  proceeding  to  wind  up  their  concerns, 
and  pay  over  to  the  United  States  the  amount  due  on 
account  of  the  stock  held  by  them,the  President  and  Di- 
rectors of  the  old  bank  appear  to  have  transferred  the 
books,  papers,  notes,  obligations,  and  most  or  all  of  its 
property,  to  this  new  corporation,  which  entered  upon 
business  as  a  continuation  of  the  old  concern.  Amongsit 
other  acts  of  questionable  validity,  the  noies  of  the  ex- 
pired corporation  are  known  to  have  been  used  as  its 
own,  and  again  put  in  circulation.  That  the  old  bank 
had  no  right  to  issue  or  re-i«ue  its  notes  after  tlie  ex- 
piration of  its  charter,  cannot  be  denied «  and  that  it 
could  not  confer  any  such  right  on  its  substitute,  any 
more  than  exercise  it  itself,  is  equally  plain.  In  law 
and  honesty,  Ihe  notes  of  the  bsnk  in  circulation,  at  the 
expiration  of  its  charter,  should  have  been  called  in  by 
public  advertisement,  paid  up  as  presented,  and  togeth- 
er with  those  on  hand,  cancelled  and  destroyed.  Their 
re-issue  is  sanctioned  by  no  law,  and  warranted  by  no 
necesMty.  If  Ihe  United  States  be  responsible  in  their 
stock  for  the  payment  of  these  notes,  their  re-issue  by 
the  new  corporation,  for  their  own  profit,  is  a  fraud  on 
the  Government,  if  the  United  States  is  not  re- 
sponsible, then  there  is  no  legal  responsibility  in  any 
quarter,  and  it  is  a  fraud  on  the  country.  They  are  the 
redeemed  notes  of  a  dissolved  partnership,  but,  contra- 
ry to  the  wishes  of  the  retiring  partner,  and  without  his 
consent,  are  again  re-issued  and  circulated. 

It  is  the  high  and  peculiar  duty  of  Congress  to  decide 
whether  any  further  legislation  be  necessary  for  the  se- 
curity of  the  large  amount  of  public  property  now  held, 
and  in  use  by  the  new  bank,  and  for  vindicating  the 
rights  of  the  Government,  and  compelling  a  speedy  and 
honest  settlement  with  all  the  creditors  of  the  old  bank, 
public  and  private,  or  whether  the  subject  shall  be  left 
to  the  power  now  possessed  by  the  Executive  and  Ju- 
dicisry.  It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  the  persons,  who, 
aa  managers  of  the  old  bank,  undertook  to  control  the 
Government,  retained  the  publfc  dividends,  shut  their 
doors,  upon  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  filled  the  country  with  panic  to  accomplish 
their  own  sinister  objects,  may  now,  as  managers  of 
a  new  bank,  continue  with  impunity  to  flood  the  coun- 
try with  a  spurious  currency (  use  the  seven  millions  of 
Government  stock  for  their  own  profit,  and  refuse  to  the 
United  Slates  all  information  as  to  Ihe  present  condition 
of  their  own  property,  and  ihe  prospect  of  recovering 
it  into  their  own  possession. 

The  lessons  taught  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
cannot  well  be  lost  upon  the  American  people.  They 
will  take  care  never  again  to  place  so  tremendous  a 
power  in  irresponsible  handsi  and  it  will  be  fortunate  if 
they  seriously  consider  the  consequences  which  are  like- 
ly to  result  on  a  smaller  scale  from  the  facility  with  which 
corporate  powers  are  granted  by  their  State  Govern- 
ments. 

It  is  believed  that  the  law  of  the  last  session,  regula- 
ting the  deposite  banks,  operates  onerously  and  unjustly 
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upon  them  in  intny  respects;  and  it  is  hoped  that  Cor- 
f^ress,  on  proper  representation,  will,  adopt  the  modifi- 
cations which  are  necessary  to  prevent  this  consequence. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  tui  interim,  and 
the  accompanying  documents,  all  which  are  herewith 
laid  before  you,  will  give  you  a  full  view  of  the  diversi- 
fied and  important  operations  of  that  Department  during 
the  past  year. 

The  military  movements  rendered  necessary  by  the 
aggressions  of  the  hostile  portions  of  the  Seminole  and 
Creek  tribes  of  Indians,  and  by  other  circumstances,  have 
required  the  active  employment  of  nearly  our  whole  re- 
gular force,  including  the  marine  corps,  anJ  of  large 
bodies  of  militia  and  volunteers.  With  all  these  events, 
so  far  aa  they  were  known  at  the  seat  of  Government 
before  the  termination  of  your  last  session,  you  are  al- 
ready acquainted;  and  it  is,  therefore,  only  needful  in 
this  place  to  lay  before  you  a  brief  summary  of  what  has 
since  occurred. 

The  war  with  the  Seminoles,  during  the  summer,  was, 
on  our  part,  chiefly  confined  to  the  protection  of  our 
frontier  settlements  Irom  the  incursions  of  the  enemy; 
and,  as  a  necessary  and  fmportant  means  for  the  accom- 
plishment  of  that  end,  to  the  maintenance  of  the  posts 
previously  established.  In  the  course  of  this  duty,  several 
actions  took  place,  in  which  the  bravery  and  discipline 
of  both  officers  and  men  were  conspicuously  displayed, 
and  which  1  have  deemed  it  proper  to  notice,  in  respect 
to  the  former,  by  the  granting  of  brevet  rank  for  gallant 
services  in  the  field.  But  as  the  force  of  the  Indians 
was  not  BO  far  weakened  by  these  partial  successes  as  to 
lead  them  to  submit,  and  as  their  s^vsge  inroads  were 
frequently  repeated,  early  measures  were  taken  for 
placing  at  the  diapusil  of  Governor  Call,  who,  as  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  territorial  militia,  bad  been  tem- 
porarily invested  with  the  command,  an  ample  force»  for 
the  purpose  of  resuming  offensive  operations,  in  the 
moat  efficient  manner,  so  soon  as  the  season  aliould  per- 
mit. Major  General  Jesup  was  also  directed,  on  the 
conclusion  of  his  duties  in  the  Creek  country,  to  repair 
to  Florida,  and  assume  the  command. 

The  result  of  the  first  movement  made  by  the  forces 
under  the  direction  of  (iovernor  Call,  in  October  last,  as 
detailed  in  the  accompanying  papers,  excited  much  sur- 
prise and  disappointment.  A  full  explanation  has  been 
required  of  the  causes  which  led  to  the  failure  of  that 
movement,  but  has  not  yet  been  received.  In  the  mean 
time,  as  it  was  feared  that  the  health  of  Governor  Call, 
who  was  understood  to  have  suffered  much  from  sick- 
ness, might  not  be  adeqtiate  to  the  crisis,  and  as  Major 
General  Jesup  was  known  to  have  reached  Florida,  that 
officer  was  directed  to  assume  the  command,  and  to  pro- 
secute all  needful  operations  with  the  utmoat  prompti- 
tude and  vigor.  From  the  force  at  his  disposal,  and  the 
dispositions  he  has  made,  and  is  instructed  to  make,  and 
from  the  very  efficient  measures  which  it  is  since  ascer- 
tained have  been  taken  by  Governor  Call,  there  is  reason 
to  hope  (hat  they  will  soon  be  enabled  to  reduce  the 
enemy  to  subjection.  In  the  meantime,  as  you  will  per- 
ceive from  the  report  of  (he  Secretary,  there  is  urgent 
necesiity  for  further  appropriations  to  suppress  these 
hostilities. 

Happily  for  the  interests  of  humanity,  the  hostilities 
with  the  Creeks  were  brought  to  a  close  soon  after  your 
adjournment,  without  that  effusion  of  blood  which  at 
one  time  was  apprehended  aa  inevitable.  The  uncon- 
ditional submission  of  the  hostile  party  was  followed  by 
their  speedy  removal  to  the  country  assigned  them  west 
of  the  Mississippi.  The  inquiry  as  to  alleged  frauds  in 
the  purchase  of  the  reservations  of  those  Indians,  and 
the  cause  of  their  hostilities,  requested  by  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Ist  of  July 
last,  to  be  made  by  the  President,  is  now  going  on, 


through  the  agency  df  commissioners  appointed  for  thit 
purpose.  Their  report  may  be  expected  during  your 
present  session. 

The  difficulties  apprehended  in  the  Cherokee  coun- 
try have  been  prevented,  and  the  peace  and  safety  of 
that  region  and  its  vicinity  effectually  secured,  by  ilie 
timely  measures  taken  by  the  War  Department,  and 
still  continued. 

The  discretionary  atUhority  given  to  General  Gaines 
to  cross  the  Sabine,  and  to  occupy  a  position  as  far  west : 
as  Nacogdoches,  in  case  he  should  deem  such  a  step  ne- 
cessary to  the  protection  of  the  frontier,  and  to  the  ful- 
filment of  the  stipulations  contained  in  our  treaty  with 
Mexico,  and  the  movement  subsequently  made  by  that ' 
officer,  have  been  alluded  to  in  a  former  part  of  this 
message.  At  the  date  of  the  latest  intelligence  from' 
Nacogdoches,  our  troops  were  yet  at  that  station;  but 
the  officer  who  has  succeeded  General  Gaines  has  re- 
cently been  advised,  that,  from  the  facts  known  at  the 
seat  of  Government,  there  would  seem  to  be  no  adequate 
cause  for  any  longer  maintaining  that  position;  and  he 
was  accordingly  instructed,  in  case  the  troops  were  not ' 
already  withdrawn  under  the  discretionaiy  powers  be- 
fore possessed  by  him,  to  give  the  requisite  orders  for , 
that  purpose,  on  the  receipt  of  the  instructions,  unleul 
he  shall  then  have  in  his  possession  such  information  as  I 
shall  satisfy  him  that  the  maintenance  of  the  post  is  es-l 
sential  to  the  protection  of  our  frontiers,  and  to  the  due : 
execution  of  our  treaty  stipulations,  as  previously  ex- 
plained to  him. 

Whilst  the  necessities  existing  during  the  present 
year,  for  the  service  of  militia  and  volunteers,  have  fur- 
nished new  proofs  of  the  fwtriotism  of  our  fellow-citixens, 
they  have  also  strongly  illustrated  the  importance  of  3a 
increase  in  the  rank  and  file  of  the  regular  army.  The 
views  of  this  subject,  submitted  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 
in  his  report,  meet  my  entire  concurrence,  and  are 
earnestly  commended  to  the  deliberate  attention  of  Co>n- 
gress.  In  this  connexion,  it  is  also  proper  to  remind 
you,  that  the  defects  in  our  present  militia  system  are 
ever^  day  rendered  more  apparent.  The  duty  uf 
makmg  further  provision  by  law,  for  organizing^  arm- 
ing, and  disciplining  this  arm  of  defence,  has  been  w 
repeatedly  represented  to  Congress  by  myself  and  my 
predecessors,  that  I  deem  it  sufficient,  on  this  occasion,! 
to  refer  to  the  last  annual  message  and  to  former  Kxecu^ 
tive  communications,  in  which  the  subject  has  been  diiJ 
cussed. 

It  appears,  from  the  reports  of  the  officers  charged 
with  mustering  into  service  the  volunteers  called  for 
under  the  aet  of  Congress  of  the  last  session,  that  more 
presented  themselves  at  the  place  of  rendezvous  in: 
Tennessee,  than  were  sufficient  to  meet  the  requtsition 
which  had  been  made  by  the  Secretary  of  War  upon 
the  Governor  of  that  State.  This  was  occasioned  by 
the  omission  of  the  Governor  to  apportion  the  requtsi-, 
tion  to  the  different  regiments  of  militia,  so  as  to  obtain 
the  proper  number  of  troops,  and  no  more.  It  seems 
but  just  to  the  patriotic  citizens  who  repaired  to  tl>e 
general  rendezvous,  under  circumstances  authonzing; 
them  to  believe  that  their  services  were  needed*  anil 
would  be  accepted,  that  the  expenses  incurred  by  tl>eiii, 
while  absent  from  their  homes,  should  be  paid  b^^  tlie 
Government.  I  accordingly  recommend  tbat  a  law  to 
this  effect  be  passed  by  Congress,  giving  them  a  com- 
pensation which  will  cover  their  expenses  on  the  marchi 
to  and  from  the  place  of  rendezvous,  and  while  there  ^ 
in  connexion  with  which,  it  will  also  be  proper  to  makd 
provision  for  such  other  equitable  claims,  growing  out 
of  the  service  of  the  militia,  as  may  not  be  embraced 
in  the  existing  laws. 

On  the  unexpected  breaking  out  of  hostilities  in  Florid 
da,  Alabama,  and  Georgia,  it  became  necesssr)*,  in  sonk^ 
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cases  to  take  the  property  of  indmduals  for  public  me. 
Proviaion  ahoald  be  made  by  law  for  indemnifying  the 
owneia;  and  I  would  also  respectfully  suggest  whether 
some  proTiaion  may  not  be  made,  consistently  with  the 
principles  of  our  Government,  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers 
by  Indian  depredations,  or  by  the  operations  of  our  own 
troops. 

No  time  was  lost,  after  the  making  of  the  requisite  ap- 
propriationf ,  in  resuming  the  great  national  work  of  com- 
pleting the  unfinished  fortifications  on  our  seaboard,  and  of 
placing  them  in  a  proper  state  of  defence.  In  consequence, 
howerer,  of  the  very  late  day  at  which  those  bills  were 
passed,  but  little  progress  could  be  made  during  the  season 
which  has  just  closed.  A  very  large  amount  of  the 
moneys  granted  at  your  last  session  accordingly  remains 
unexpended ;  but  as  the  work  will  be  again  resumed  at  the 
earliest  moment  in  the  coming  spring,  the  balance  of  the 
existing  appropriations,  and  in  several  cases  which  will  be 
laid  before  you,  with  the  proper  estimates,  further  sums  for 
the  like  objects  may  be  usefully  expended  during  the  next 
year. 

The  recommendations  of  an  increase  in  the  engineer 
corps,  and  for  a  reorganization  of  the  topographical  corps, 
submitted  to  you  in  my  last  annual  message,  derive  addi- 
tional strength  from  the  great  embarrassments  experienced, 
during  the  present  year,  in  those  branches  of  the  service, 
and  under  which  they  are  now  sufi&ring.  Several  of  the 
most  important  surveys  and  constructions,  directed  by  re- 
cent laws,  have  been  suspended  in  consequence  of  the 
want  of  adequate  force  in  these  corps. 

The  like  observations  may  be  applied  to  the  ordnance 
corps  and  to  the  general  staA;  the  operations  of  which,  as 
they  are  now  organised,  must  either  be  frequently  inter- 
rupted, or  performed  by  ofiUcers  taken  from  the  line  of  the 
army,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  service. 

For  a  general  view  of  the  condition  of  the  Military  Acad- 
emy, and  of  other  branches  of  the  military  service  not  al- 
ready noticed,  as  well  as  for  fuller  illustrations  of  those 
which  have  been  mentioned,  I  refer  you  to  the  accompany- 
ing documents ;  and  among  the  various  proposals  contained 
therein  for  legislative  action,  I  would  particularly  notice 
the  suggestion  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  for  the  revision  of 
the  pay  of  the  army,  as  entitled  to  your  favorable  regard. 

'Fhe  national  policy,  fiMinded  alike  in  interest  and  in  hu- 
manity, BO  long  and  to  steadily  pursued  by  this  Govern- 
ment, for  the  removal  of  the  Indian  tribes  originally  settled 
on  this  side  of  die  Mississippi  to  the  west  of  ^at  river,  may 
be  said  to  have  been  consummated  by  the  conclusion  of 
the  late  treaty  with  the  Cherokees.  The  measures  taken 
in  the  execution  of  that  treaty,  and  in  relation  to  our  In- 
dian afiaira  generally,  will  fully  appear  by  refinrring  to  the 
accompanying  papers.  Without  dwelling  on  the  numer- 
ous and  important  topics  embraced  in  them,  I  again  invite 
your  attention  to  the  importance  of  providing  a  well-digest- 
ed and  comprehensive  system  for  the  protection,  supervis- 
ion, and  improvement  of  the  various  tribes  now  planted  in 
the  Indian  country.  The  suggestions  submitted  by  the 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  enforced  by  the  Sec- 
retary, on  this  subject,  and  also  in  regard  to  the  establish- 
ment of  additional  military  posts  in  the  Indian  country,  are 
entitled  to  your  profound  consideration.  Both  measures 
are  necessary,  for  the  double  purpose  of  protecting  the  In- 
dians fnm  intestine  war,  and  in  other  respects  complying 
with  our  engagements  to  them,  and  of  securing  our  west- 
ern frontier  against  incursions  which  otherwise  will  assu- 
redly be  made  on  it.  The  best  hopes  of  humanity  in  re- 
gard to  the  aboriginal  race,  the  welfare  of  our  rapidly  ex- 
tending settlements,  and  the  honor  of  the  United  States, 
are  all  deeply  involved  in  the  relations  existing  between 
this  Government  and  the  emigrating  tribes.  I  trust,  there- 
fore, that  the  various  matters  submitted  in  the  accompany- 
ing documents,  m  respect  to  those  relations,  will  receive 
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your  early  and  mature  deliberation ;  and  that  it  may  issue 
in  the  adoption  of  legislative  measures  adapted  to  the  cir- 
cumstances and  duties  of  the  present  crisis. 

You  are  referred  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  th^ 
Navy  for  a  satisfactory  view  of  the  operations  of  the  de- 
partment under  his  charge  during  the  present  year.  In 
the  construction  of  vessels  at  the  different  navy  yards,  and 
in  the  employment  of  our  ships  and  squadrons  at  sea,  that 
branch  of  the  service  has  been  actively  and  usefully  em- 
ployed. While  the  situation  of  our  commercial  interests 
in  the  West  Indies  required  a  greater  number  than  usual 
of  armed  vessels  to  be  kept  on  that  station,  it  is  gratifying 
to  perceive  that  the  protection  due  to  our  commerce  in 
other  quartan  of  the  world  has  not  proved  insufiicient. 
Every  effort  has  been  made  to  facilitate  the  equipment  of 
the  exploring  expedition  authorized  by  the  act  of  the  last 
session,  but  all  the  preparation  necessary  to  enable  it  to 
sail  has  not  yet  been  completed.  No  means  will  be  spared 
by  the  Government  to  fit  out  the  expedition  on  a  scale  cor- 
responding with  the  liberal  appropriations  for  the  purpose, 
and  with  the  elevated  character  of  the  objects  which  are  to 
be  effected  by  it. 

I  beg  leave  to  renew  the  recommendation  made  in  my 
last  annual  message  respecting  the  enlistment  of  boys  in 
our  naval  service,  and  to  urge  upon  your  attention  the  ne- 
cessity of  further  appropriations  to  increase  the  number  of 
ships  afloat,  and  to  enlarge  generally  the  capacity  and  force 
of  the  navy.  The  increase  of  our  commerce,  and  our  po- 
sition in  regard  to  the  other  Powers  of  the  world,  will 
always  make  it  our  policy  and  interest  to  cherish  the  great 
naval  resources  of  our  country. 

The  report  of  the  Postmaster  General  presents  a  gratify- 
ing picture  of  the  condition  of  the  Post  Office  Department. 
Its  revenues,  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  June  last,  were 
$3,898,456  19,  showing  an  increase  of  revenue  over  that 
of  the  preceding  year  of  $404,978  53,  or  more  than  thir- 
teen per  cent  The  expenditures  for  the  same  year  were 
$2,755,623  76,  exhibiting  a  surplus  of  $642,831  43.  The 
Department  has  been  redeemed  from  embarrassment  and 
debt ;  has  accumulated  a  surplus  of  more  than  half  a  mil- 
lion of  doHars;  has  largely  extended,  and  is  preparing  still 
further  to  extend,  the  mail  service,  and  recommends  a  re- 
duction of  postages  equal  to  about  twenty  per  cent  It  is 
practising  upon  the  great  principle  which  should  control 
every  branch  of  our  Government,  of  rendering  to  the  pub- 
lic the  greatest  good  possible,  with  the  least  possible  taxa- 
tion to  the  people. 

The  scale  of  postages  suggested  by  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral recommends  itself,  not  only  by  the  reduction  it  pro- 
poses, but  by  the  simplicity  of  its  arrangement,  its  con- 
formity with  the  Federal  currency,  and  the  improvement  it 
will  introduce  into  the  accounts  of  the  Department  and  its 
agents. 

Your  particular  attention  is  invited  to  the  subject  of  mail 
contracts  with  railroad  companies.  The  present  laws  pro- 
viding for  the  making  of  contracts  are  based  upon  the  pre- 
sumption that  competition  among  bidders  will  secure  the 
service  at  a  fair  price.  But  on  most  of  the  railroad  lines 
there  is  no  competition  in  that  kind  of  transportation,  and 
advertising  is  therefore  ussIqm.  No  contract  can  now  be 
made  with  them«  excepisUch  as  shall  be  negotiated  before 
the  time  of  offering  or  afterwards,  and  the  power  of  the 
Postmaster  General  to  pay  them  high  prices  is,  practically, 
without  limitation.  It  would  be  a  relief  to  him,  and  no 
doubt  would  conduce  to  the  public  interest,  to  prescribe  by 
law  some  equitable  basis  upon  which  such  contracts  shall 
rest,  and  restrict  him  by  a  fixed  rule  of  allowance.  Under 
a  liberal  act  of  that  sort,  he  would  undoubtedly  be  able  to 
secure  the  services  of  most  of  the  railroad  conmanies,  and 
the  interest  of  the  Department  would  be  thus  advanced. 

The  correspondence  between  the  people  of  the  United 
Sutes  and  the  European  nations,  and  paiticuhurly  with  the 
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British  islands,  has  become  Tery  extensive,  and  requires 
the  interposition  of  Congress  to  give  it  security.  No  ob- 
stacle is  perceived  to  an  interchange  of  mails  between  New 
York  and  Liverpool,  or  other  foreign  ports,  as  proposed  by 
the  Postmaster  General.  On  the  contrary,  it  promises,  by 
the  security  it  will  afford,  to  facilitate  commercial  transac- 
tions, and  give  rise  to  an  enlarged  intercourse  among  the 
people  of  different  nations,  which  cannot  but  have  a  happy 
effect.  Through  the  city  of  New  York  most  of  the  cor- 
respondence between  the  Canadas  and  Europe  is  now  car- 
ried on,  and  urgent  representations  have  been  received  frcmi 
the  head  of  the  Provincial  Post  Office,  asking  the  interpo- 
sition of  the  United  States  to  guard  it  from  the  accidents 
and  losses  to  which  it  is  now  subjected.  Some  legislation 
tifpean  to  be  called  for,  as  well  by  our  own  interest  as  by 
comity  to  the  adjoining  British  Provinces. 

The  expediency  of  providing  a  fire-proof  building  for 
the  important  books  and  papers  of  the  Post  Office  Depart^ 
ment  is  worthy  of  consideration.  In  the  present  condition 
of  our  Treasury  it  is  neither  necessary  nor  wise  to  leave 
essential  public  interests  exposed  to  so  much  danger,  when 
they  can  so  readily  be  made  secure.  There  are  weighty 
considerations  in  tiie  location  of  a  new  building  for  that 
Department,  in  favor  of  placing  it  near  the  other  Executive 
buildings. 

The  important  subjects  of  a  survey  of  the  coast,  and  the 
manufacture  of  a  standard  of  weights  and  measures  for  the 
diiierent  custom-houses,  have  been  in  progress  for  some 
years,  under  the  general  direction  of  the  Executive,  and 
the  immediate  superintendence  of  a  gentieman  possessing 
high  scientific  attainments.  At  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, the  making  of  a  set  of  weights  and  measures  for  each 
State  in  the  Union,  was  added  to  the  others  by  a  joint  reso- 
lution. 

The  care  and  correspondence,  as  to  all  these  subjects, 
have  been  devolved  on  the  Treasury  Department  during  the 
hut  year.  A  special  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury will  soon  be  communicated  to  Congress,  which  will 
show  what  has  been  accomplished  as  to  the  whole;  the 
number  and  compensation  of  the  persons  now  employed  in 
these  duties,  and  the  progress  expected  to  be  made  during 
the  ensuing  year ;  with  a  copy  of  the  various  correspondence 
deemed  necessary  to  throw  light  on  the  subjects  which  seem 
to  require  additional  legislation.  Claims  have  been  made 
for  retrospective  allowances  in  behalf  of  the  superintendent 
and  some  of  his  assistants,  which  I  did  not  feel  justified  in 
granting ;  other  claims  have  been  made  for  large  increases 
in  compensation,  which,  under  aU  the  circumstances  of  the 
several  cases,  I  declined  making  without  tiie  express  sanc- 
tion of  Congress.  In  order  to  obtain  that  sancti  on,  the  sub- 
ject was,  at  the  last  session,  on  my  suggestion,  and  by  re- 
quest of  the  immediate  superintendent,  submitted  by  the 
Treasury  Department  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  of  the 
House  of  Representatives.  But  no  legislative  action  hav- 
ing taken  place,  the  early  attention  of  Congress  is  now  in- 
vited to  the  enactment  of  some  expressed  and  detailed  pro- 


visions in  relation  to  the  various  claims  made  for  the  pa^-t. 
and  to  the  compensation  and  allowances  deemed  proper  lor 
the  future. 

It  is  further  respectfully  recommended  that,  such  beinc 
the  inconvenience  of  attention  to  these  duties  by  the  Chiei' 
Magistrate,  and  such  the  greet  pressure  of  business  on  tiie 
Treasury  Department,  the  general  supervision  of  the  coast 
survey,  and  the  completion  of  the  weights  and  measures,  it 
the  works  are  kept  united,  should  be  devolved  on  a  board  of 
officers  organized  specially  for  that  purpose,  or  on  the  Navy 
Board  attached  to  tile  Navy  Department. 

A 11  my  experience  and  reflection  confirm  the  convictioQ 
I  have  so  often  expressed  to  Congress  in  &vor  of  an  amend- 
ment of  the  constitution  which  will  prevent,  in  any  event, 
the  election  of  the  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  devolving  on  the  House  of  Representatives  and 
the  Senate ;  and  I  therefore  beg  leave  again  to  solicit  your 
attention  to  the  subject.  There  were  various  other  sugges- 
tions in  my  last  annual  message  not  acted  upon,  particular!) 
that  relating  to  the  want  of  uniformity  in  the  laws  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  that  are  deemed  wortiiy  of  3'our  favor- 
able consideration. 

Before  concluding  this  paper,  I  think  it  due  to  the  vari- 
ous executive  departments  to  b^  testimony  to  their  pros- 
perous condition,  and  to  the  ability  and  integrity  with  whidi 
they  have  been  conducted.  It  has  been  ray  aim  to  enibite 
in  all  of  them  a  vigilant  and  fiuthful  discharge  of  the  public 
business,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  me  to  believe  that  there  is  no 
just  cause  of  complaint  from  any  quarter,  at  the  manner  in 
which  they  have  fulfilled  the  objects  of  their  creation. 

Having  now  finished  the  observations  deemed  proper  on 
this,  the  last  occasion  I  shall  have  of  communicating  wiih 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress  at  their  meetings  I  cannot  omit 
an  expression  of  the  gratitude  which  is  due  to  the  great  body 
of  my  fellow-citizens,  in  whose  partiality  and  indulgence  I 
have  found  encouragement  and  support,  in  the  many  difficult 
and  trying  scenes  trough  which  it  has  been  my  lot  to  p8» 
during  my  poblic  career.  Thou^  deeply  sensible  that  mj 
exertions  have  not  been  crowned  with  a  success  conespond- 
ing  to  the  degree  of  fav(»  bestowed  upon  me,  I  am  sure 
that  they  will  be  considered  as  having  been  directed  by  an 
earnest  desire  to  promote  the  good  of  my  country ;  and  I 
am  consoled  by  the  persuasion  that  whatever  errors  have 
been  commttled  will  find  a  conective  in  the  intelligence  and 
patriotism  of  those  who  wiU  succeed  us.  AU  that  has  oc- 
curred during  my  administratiim  is  calculated  to  inspire  me 
with  increased  confidence  in  the  stability  of  our  institu- 
tions ;  and  should  I  be  spared  to  enter  upon  that  retirement 
which  is  so  suitable  to  my  age  and  infiim  health,  and  so 
much  desired  by  me  in  other  respects,  I  shall  not  cease  to  in- 
voke that  beneficent  Being  to  whose  providence  we  are 
already  so  signally  indebted,  for  the  continuance  of  his 
blessings  on  our  beloved  country. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

WASHiiraTosr,  blh  December^  1836. 
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A. 


Statement  of  distribution  of  surplus  revenue  of  ^30,000,000  among  the  several  States,  agreeably  to  the  number  of 
electors  votes  for  Presiaent,  and  according  to  the  constitutional  mode  of  direct  taxation  by  representative  popula- 
tion,  and  the  difference  arising  from  those  two  modes  of  distribution^  as  per  census  of  1830. 


Representative 

Electoral 

Share  according 

Share  according 

Difference  in  fa- 

Difference in 

States. 

population. 

vote. 

to  system  of  di- 

to electoral 

vor  of  direct-tax  favor  of  electo- 

rect  taxation. 

vote. 

mode. 

ral-vote  mode. 

Maine, 

399,454 

10 

$999,371 

$1,020,408 

$21,037 

New  Hampshire, 

269,327 

7 

673,813 

714,286 

^ 

40,473 

Massachusetts, 

610,408 

14 

1,627,144 

1,428,571 

$98,673 

Rhode  Island, 

97,192 

4 

243,159 

408,163 

_ 

165,004 

Connecticut, 

297,666 

8 

744,711 

816,327 

~ 

71,616 

Vermont, 

280,652 

7 

702,147 

714,286 

— 

12,139 

New  York,  - 

1,918,578 

42 

4,799,978 

4,286,714 

614,264 

New  Jersey, 

319,921 

8 

800,392 

816,327 

— 

16,936 

Pennsylvania, 

1,348,072 

30 

3,372,662 

3,061,225 

311,437 

Delaware,     - 

76,421 

3 

188,716 

306,122 

— . 

117,406 

Maryland,.    - 

405,842 

10 

1,015,352 

1,020,408 

6,066 

Virginia, 

1,023,502 

23 

2,560,640 

2,346,939 

213,701 

North  Carolina, 

639,747 

15 

1,600,546 

1,630,612  . 

69,934 

South  Carolina, 

455,02^ 

11 

1^138,400 

1,122,449 

15,961 

Georgia, 

429,811 

11 

1,076,319 

1,122,449 

— 

47,130 

Alabama, 

262,507 

7 

656,751 

714,286 

— 

67,636 

Mississippi,  - 

110,357 

4 

276,096 

408,163 

.m. 

132,067 

Louisiana,    - 

171,904 

5 

430,076 

610,204 

— 

80,128 

Tennessee,  - 

625,263 

15 

1,664,309 

1,630,612 

33,697 

Kentucky,    - 

621,832 

15 

1,566,726 

1,530,612 

26,113 

Ohio, 

937,901 

21 

2,346,470 

2,142,868 

203,621 

Indiana, 

343,030 

9 

658,206 

918,368 

— 

60,162 

Illinois, 

157,146 

5 

393,154 

610,204 

- 

117,050 

Missouri, 

130,419 

4 

326,288 

408,163 

- 

81,876 

Arkansas, 

28,557 

3 

71,445 

306,122 

— 

234,677 

Michigan,     - 

31,625 

3 

79,121 

306,122 

- 

227,001 

11,991,168 

294 

$30,000,000 

$30,000,000 

$1,486,291 

$1,486,291 

REPORT  OF    THE 

SECRETARY 

OF    WA 

R    AD 

storekee 

pers ;  corps  of  En 

gineers  22 ;  Topographical  Engi- 

INTERIM. 

neers  1( 

minainni 

> ;  Ordnance  depa 

sd  nfficf^ni    Rnd  en 

rtment  (including 
listed   men^    SO  A  : 

294  non-com* 

two  TAoritnpnta 

Department  of  War, 

December  3,  1836. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  directions,  I  have  the 
honor  to  lay  before  you  the  usual  annual  reports  of  the 
several  divisions  of  this  Department,  and  to  submit,  for 
youT  consideration,  a  summary  'of  the  contents  of  those 
documents,  together  with  such  additional  statements  and 
suggestions  as  seemed  to  me  to  be  required  by  the  present 
condition  and  necessities  of  the  public  service. 

I.  The  Army. 

1 .  Organization  and  force. — It  appears,  from  the  re- 
port of  Major  General  iMacomb,  and  the  tables  annexed 
lo  it,  that  the  regular  army  of  the  United  States  consists  of 
64 S  commissioned  officers,  and  7,310  non  commissioned 
officers,  musicians,  artificers,  and  privates ;  making  an  ag- 
gregate of  7,958,  organized  as  follows:  General  Staff  14, 
viz.,  one  major  general  commanding ;  two  brigadier  gener- 
als, each  commanding  one  of  the  two  military  districts  into 
which  the  United  States  are  divided ;  one  adjutant  general ; 
t^vo  inspectors  general;  one  quartermaster  general,  and 
four  quartermasters ;  and  one  commissary  general  of  sub- 
sistence, and  two  commissaries;  Pay  department  18,  viz., 
one  paymaster  general  and  seventeen  paymasters ;  Medical 
department  76,  viz.,  one  surgeon  general,  fifteen  surgeons, 
and  sixty  assistant  surgeons;  Purchasing  department  3, 
"viz.,  one  commissary  general  of  purchases  and  two  military 


of  dragoons,  each  containing  ten  companies  of  sixty  pri- 
vates each  ;  four  regiments  of  artillery,  each  containing  nine 
companies  of  forty-two  privates  each ;  and  seven  regiments 
of  infantry,  each  containing  ten  companies  of  forty-two 
privates  each. 

The  present  actual  force  of  the  regular  army,  according 
to  the  last  general  return,  is  6,283 ;  but  it  also  appears 
from  that  return,  that  after  making  the  necessary  deduc- 
tions for  sickness,  and  other  circumstances,  the  available 
force  for  service  in  the  field,  at  the  latest  dates,  was  4,282. 

The  difference  between  the  actual  force  (6,283)  and  the 
force  allowed  by  law  (7,958)  is  1,320,  and  is  occasioned  by 
the  fact,  that  only  360  recruits  have  yet  been  obtained  for 
the  new  regiment  of  dragoons  authorized  by  the  act  of  the 
last  session,  and  by  the  vacancies  caused  by  expiration  of 
service  and  other  casualties  in  the  other  regiments. 

2.  Distribution  and  present  position  of  the  troops, — ^The 
Eastern  department,  under  the  command  of  Major  GenenU 
Scott,  includes  thiity  posts,  from  twenty  of  which  the 
troops  have  been  mostly  withdrawn  for  service  in  the  Creek 
comitry  and  in  Florida.  The  whole  number  of  officers  of 
the  line  and  men  at  the  several  stations  in  the  Eastern  de« 
partment,  including  absentees,  is  therefore  now  only  1, 1 24. 
Of  that  number  113  are  at  Fort  Winnebago,  114  at  Fort 
Brady,  105  at  Fort  Mackinac,  149  at  Fort  Howard,  67  at 
Fort  Dearborn,  122  at  Fort  Gratiot;  all  which  potts  are  on 
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the  Northwestern  frontier,  or  in  that  vicinity,  and  the  re- 
mainder at  posts  in  the  Atlantic  States. 

The  Western  department,  under  the  command  of  Major 
General  Gaines,  now  includes  twenty  posts  and  four  tern- 
porsry  stations.  Several  of  these  posts  have  also  heen 
evacuated,  and  the  troops  ordered  to  Florida,  so  that  the 
whole  number  of  officers  of  the  line  and  men  now  station- 
ed at  them,  including  absentees,  amounts  only  to  2,468. 
Of  that  number  233  are  at  Fort  Snelling,  185  at  Fort 
Crawford,  321  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  132  at  Fort  Gibson, 
168  at  Fort  Towson,  44  at  Fort  Coffee,  860  at  Fort  Jesup, 
and  124  at  a  station  twenty  miles  from  that  place,  147  at 
Camp  Sabine,  and  428  at  Camp  Nacogdoches;  all  which 
posts  and  stations  are  in  the  Northwest  or  on  or  near  the 
Western  frontier,  136  at  Fort  Mitchell,  Alabama,  and  63 
at  Fort  Cass,  Tennessee. 

The  regular  force  serving  in  Florida  consists  of  the  four 
regiments  of  artillexy,(five  companies  excepted;)  eight  com- 
panies of  the  fourth  regiment  of  infantry,  one  company  pf 
dragoons,  and  a  battalion  of  three  hundred  and  twenty 
marines;  making,  in  the  aggregate,  about  two  thousand, 
according  to  the  latest  returns  received  at  the  Adjutant 
General's  office.  After  deducting  the  number  reported 
sick,  and  absentees,  the  efficient  regular  force  for  field 
service  in  Florida  will  not  exceed  fifteen  bundled. 

For  waot  of  the  necessary  returns  of  the  volunteers  serv- 
ing in  that  quarter,  the  estimate  of  that  auxiliary  force,  at 
thu  time,  is  less  accurate;  but,  from  the  best  data  in  the 
Adjutant  General's  office,  it  may  be  thus  computed:  Ten- 
nessee volunteers,  about  1,200;  Alabama  do.,  800;  Florida 
do.,  260;  and  Washington  city  do.,  69;  amounting  in  all 
to  about  1,800,  besides  seven  hundred  and  thirty  volun- 
teer Creek  Indians  who  have  been  mustered  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  and  are  now  employed  with  the  army. 
The  whole  active  force,  then,  regrular,  volunteer,  and  In- 
dian, now  in  Florida,  is  probably  somewhat  less  Uian  four 
thousand. 

Besides  the  volunteers  above  mentioned,  there  are  also 
now  employed,  of  that  description  of  force,  361  in  Tennes- 
see, under  the  command  of  Brigadier  General  Woo);  637 
in  Arkansas,  under  the  command  of  Brigadiar  General  Ar- 
buckle;  and  68  in  Alabama;  making,  when  added  to  those 
serving  in  Florida,  an  aggregate  of  near  2,800. 

3.  Movements  during  the  kut  year,  tmd  now  in  prog- 
rese.— At  the  date  of  the  last  annual  report  from  this  De- 
partment, several  companies  had  been  placed  in  Florida, 
under  the  command  of  Brigadier  General  Clinch,  for  the 
purpose  of  restraining  any  hostile  intentions  on  the  part  of 
the  Seminole  Indians,  and  of  enforcing  the  execution  of  the 
treaty  providing  for  their  removal.  It  was  then  hoped  that 
an  open  rupture  would  be  prevented,  and  it  was  confident- 
ly bdievcd  that  the  eleven  companies  actually  in  Florida, 
amounting  to  five  hundred  and  thirty-six  officers  and  men, 
would  be  amply  sufficient,  with  the  reinforcements  then 
under  orders,  and  with  such  aid  as  might  be  derived  from 
the  local  militia  and  volunteers,  to  put  down  any  hostile 
attempt  which  might  be  made  by  the  disaffected  portion  of 
the  tribe.  Both  these  expectations  were  disappointed,  and 
a  protracted  warfare  ensued,  which  has  not  yet  been  ter- 
ninsted. 

The  most  important  military  operations  growing  out  of 
this  state  of  things,  are  mentioned  in  the  accompanying  re- 
port of  Major  General  Macomb,  which  brings  down  the 
narrative  of  events  in  Florida  to  the  retirement  of  the  forces 
under  Governor  Call  from  the  Withlacoochee,  in  Octobei 
last  Authentic  intelligence  of  that  event  reached  the  De- 
partment on  the  1st  ultimo,  through  the  medium  of  letters 
received  by  some  of  the  bureaus  and  of  officers  direct  from 
Florida.  By  the  same  channels  of  information  it  was  also 
ascertained  that  the  health  of  Governor  Call  had  been  so 
moch  impaired  by  sickness  and  fatigue  as  to  make  it  doubt- 
fal  whether  he  could  renew  the  campaign  with  the  prompti- 


tude and  energy  demanded  by  the  crisis.  On  the  fourth 
ultimo,  no  report  having  been  received  from  thai  officer, 
and  it  being  deemed  necessary  that  the  Department  should 
act,  without  further  delay,  on  the  information  then  in  its 
possession,  despatches  were  sent  by  express  to  Governor 
Call  and  to  Major  General  Jesup,  expressing  to  the  fimner 
the  surprise  and  disappointment  of  the  IVesident  at  die 
failure  of  his  movement,  and  calling  for  an  explanation, 
and  directing  the  latter  to  assume  the  command.  Generd 
Jesup  was  also  instructed  to  establish  posts  at  or  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Withlacoochee,  at  Fort  King,  and  at  Voluns; 
and  after  taking  the  proper  measures  for  securing,  through 
them,  the  safety  of  Uie  frontier,  and  for  procuring  sufficieDt 
and  regular  supplies,  to  concentrate  all  his  dispos^ile  forces, 
and  to  proceed,  without  delay,  to  possess  himself  of  the 
positions  occupied  by  the  Indiims,  and  of  the  whole  coun- 
try between  the  Withlacoochee  and  Tampa  bay.  Should 
the  war  thereafter  be  continued,  he  was  then  directed  to 
take  such  advanced  positions  to  the  south  of  Volusia,  and 
to  the  east  and  south  of  Tampa  bay,  as  the  nature  of  the 
country  might  admit,  and  to  push  m>m  them  such  further 
operations  as  might  be  necessaiy  to  the  most  speedy  sod 
effectual  subjugation  of  the  enemy. 

No  acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of  the  despatches  of 
the  4th  of  November  has  yet  reached  the  Depsrtonent;  but 
it  b  known  that  Governor  Call  and  General  Jesap  have 
both  been  very  actively  engaged  in  preparing  for  ofiensive 
movements,  and  the  latest  intelligence  gives  reason  to  hope 
that  the  objects  of  the  campaign  will  soon  be  accomplished. 
But  as  these  expectations  may  be  disappointed,  and  as  the 
term  of  service  of  the  Tennessee  volunteers,  who  compose 
a  very  important  part  of  the  force  serving  in  Florida,  will 
expire  on  the  1st  of  January,  it  has  been  deemed  important 
to  make  provision  for  supplying  their  places,  in  part  at 
least,  from  the  regular  army.  With  this  view  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  second  regiment  of  dragoona  wss 
directed,  on  the  26th  ultimo,  to  organize  the  recraiu  en- 
listed for  that  corps  into  companies,  and  to  hold  them  in 
readiness  to  be  moved  to  Florida  on  the  shortest  notice. 
It  is  also  expected  that  two  additional  companies  of  artillery 
may  be  prepared  for  the  like  purpose  during  the  present 
month.  Aiter  maturing  these  arrangements,  inlbrmation 
was  received  at  the  Department  that  General  Jesup  had 
recently  called  on  the  Governor  of  Alabama  for  a  battalioDa 
and  on  the  Governor  of  Georgia  fiir  a  regiment  of  volnn- 
teers,  to  meet  the  contingency  of  a  want  of  force  on  the 
discharge  of  the  Tennessee  brigade.  This  call  has  been 
approval  as  a  proper  precautionary  measure;  but  it  is  be- 
lieved that  the  other  troops  now  in  Florida  will  be  sufii- 
dent,  especially  when  reinforced  as  above  fuggeated,  for 
all  available  purposes,  even  should  the  war  be  continued, 
and  that  the  services  of  the  volunteers  last  called  for  may 
therefore  very  soon  be  dispensed  with. 

I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  report  of  the  Generd-in-chief 
for  a  succinct  accouot  of  the  operations  rendered  necessary 
by  the  hostile  movements  of  the  Creek  Indians.  To  that 
account,  however,  it  is  but  just  to  add  that  the  marine  carps, 
at  a  very  alarming  juncture,  generously  volunteere«1  their 
services  to  aid  in  suppressing  those  hostilities,  and  were  ac- 
cordingly employed  for  that  purpose.  Since  the  termina- 
tion of  their  tour  of  duty  in  the  Creek  country,  th^  have 
been  moved  to  Florida,  where  ihcy  now  compoee  a  most 
efficient  portion  of  General  Jesup's  force. 

Indications  of  a  mischievous  disposition  having  been  ex- 
hibited by  the  Winnebagoes  and  other  tribes  in  the  North- 
west, some  movements  of  troops  in  the  Upper  Misaiasippi 
were  had  in  the  months  of  July  and  August  last,  whidi 
produced  the  desired  effect  of  awing  them  into  quietneea. 

The  movements  of  the  forces  under  the  personal  com> 
mand  of  Msjor  General  Gsines,  on  the  western  frontierB  of 
Louisisna  and  Arkansas,  are  sufficiently  staled  io  the  re- 
port of  the  General-in-chief.     General  Gaines  hts  recently 
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been  retiered  of  this  commtnd  by  Brigadier  General  Ar- 
buckle,  who  wes  initnicted,  under  date  of  the  10th  of  Oc- 
tober last,  to  make  a  full  report  of  the  condition  of  things 
in  thai  quarter.  He  was  alto  particularly  adTiaed  thi^ 
under  the  instructions  previously  given  to  General  Gaines, 
that  officer  was  not  to  advance  into  the  territory  claimed  by 
Mexico;  and  if  he  should  have  advanced,  was  to  retire,  un- 
less the  Indians  were  actually  engaged  in  hostilities  against 
the  United  States,  or  unless  he  had  undoubted  evidence 
that  such  hostilities  were  intended  and  were  actually  in  prep- 
aration within  that  territory.  On  the  1 1th  ultimo  a  com- 
munication was  received  from  the  officer  in  command  at 
Ctaaap  Nacogdoches,  giving  an  unfavorable  account  of  the 
health  of  the  troops  at  the  post,  and  stating  that  their  con- 
tinuance there  during  the  winter  would  make  it  necessary  to 
construct  barracks  and  quarters  for  their  comfortable  accom- 
modation. In  consequence  of  this  communication.  Brigadier 
General  Arbuckle  was  instructed,  under  date  of  the  13th 
ultimo,  to  take  all  necessary  measures  to  restore  the  health 
of  the  troops;  and,  in  the  event  of  his  deciding  to  retain 
possession  of  Camp  Nacogdoches,  to  provide  at  that  place 
all  needful  accommodations.  He  was  also  informed  that  it 
was  not  in  the  power  qf  the  Department,  with  the  limited 
information  then  in  its  possession,  to  give  any  positive 
order  in  regard  to  the  furtner  occupation  of  the  post  The 
i^inion  was,  however,  expressed,  that  there  seemed  to  be 
no  adequate  cause  finr  any  longer  maintaining  a  position  so 
unhcalthfol  and  inconvenient ;  and  he  was  instructed,  in 
case  he  had  not  already  vrithdrawn  the  troops,  to  give  the 
requisite  orders  for  that  purpose  immediately  on  the  receipt 
of  that  communication,  unless  he  should  then  have  in  his 
IKMsesdon  information  satisfying  him  that  the  maintenance 
of  the  post  is  esssential  to  the  protection  of  our  frontiers 
snd  to  die  due  execution  of  our  treaty  stipulations,  as  ex- 
plained in  the  previous  instructions  to  General  Gaines  and 
to  himself. 

In  the  month  of  June  last  it  became  necessary  to  call  on 
the  Governor  of  Tennessee,  under  the  act  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, for  a  volunteer  finpe  sufficient  to  put  down  any  hos- 
tile attempt  on  the  part  of  the  disaffected  Cherokees,  and  to 
ensure  Uie  peaceful  execution  of  the  treaty  then  lately  con- 
cluded with  that  tribe.  The  command  of  the  troops  to  be 
raised  for  this  purpose  was  committed  to  Brigadier  General 
Wool,  who  immediately  repaired  to  the  Cherokee  country, 
and  is  yet  in  command  there*  The  force  under  him 
amounted,  at  one  time,  to  about  2,450,  but  has  lately  been 
reduced  to  361,  a  number  sufficient,  from  present  appear- 
ances, to  prevent  any  difficulty  in  that  quarter.  Much 
praise  is  due  to  General  Wool  for  the  promptitude  and  zeal 
with  which  he  has  devoted  himself  to  the  execution  of  his 
duties. 

The  whole  number  of  militia  and  volunteers  mustered 
into  the  service  of  the  United  StatcF,  in  the  various  move- 
ments and  operations  above  mentioned,  appears,  from  the 
rolls  received  in  the  office  uf  the  Adjutant  Grenerai,  to  have 
been  about  34,600.  In  the  case  of  the  Tennessee  volun- 
teers, mustered  by  General  Wool,  a  larger  number  appeared 
than  had  been  called  for ;  but  as  they  acted  in  good  faith 
and  under  patriotic  impulses,  snd  as  the  commanding  gen- 
eral deemed  it  best  to  receive  them,  it  seems  proper  that 
provision  should  be  made  for  their  pay. 

Legal  provision  will  also  be  required  for  the  just  settle- 
ment of  many  of  the  accounts  growing  out  of  the  employ- 
ment of  militia  and  volunteers,  and  for  the  satisfaction  of 
claims  which,  though  equitable,  cannot  be  allowed  by  the 
accounting  officers. 

In  executing  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  the  28th  of 
May  last,  **  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  expenses  incur- 
red, and  supplies  furnished,  on  account  of  the  militia  or 
▼olunteers  received  into  the  service  of  the  United  Ststes  for 
the  defence  of  Florida,"  it  has  been  decided  that  this  sec- 
tion does  not  authoiiie  any  allowance  for  horses  or  other 


property  impressed  into  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
nor  for  any  special  damage  done  to  individuals  or  their  prop- 
erty by  the  troops  of  the  United  States^  or  the  enemy. 
Some  of  these  cases  ou^t,  undoubtedly,  to  be  provided  for 
by  Congress;  and,  perhaps,  under  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances which  attended  them,  provision  should  be  made  for 
embracing  the  whole. 

In  addition  to  the  movements  now  in  progress,  already 
mentioned,  the  troops  stationed  at  Fort  Dearborn,  Chica- 
go, have  been  ordered  to  proceed  to  Fort  Howard,  and  to 
join  the  garrison  at  that  post,  and  seventy -five  recruits  are 
on  their  way  to  join  the  first  regiment  of  dragoons  at  Fort 
Gibson.  The  public  property  at  Fort  Dearborn  will  remain 
in  charge  of  the  late  commandant  of  the  post 

4.  General  Siaff.^The  reports  of  ihe  chiefs  of  the  dif- 
finent  staff  departments  exhibit  a  perspicuous  view  of  their 
operations  during  the  pest  year. 

I  b^  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  conununication 
of  the  Adjutant  General,  setting  forth  the  difficulties  which 
have  oeen,  and  are  yet,  experienced  in  various  branches  of 
the  public  service  for  the  want  of  additional  staff  officers. 

The  fiscal  operations  of  the  Quartermaster's  and  Subsist- 
ence departments  have  been  unusually  heavy,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  hostilities  in  which  the  army  has  been  em- 
ployed. It  is  due  to  these  two  important  arms  of  the  ser- 
vice that  1  should  state  that,  from  the  time  when  adequate 
means  were  plaosd  at  their  disposal  by  Congress,  nothing 
has  been  omitted,  on  their  part,  to  provide  the  necessary 
supplies  for  the  troops  in  the  field 

The  report  of  the  acting  Quartermaster  General  states 
the  progress  made,  or  rather  the  inability  to  make  progress, 
in  theoonstraction  of  the  roads  and  other  works  with  which 
the  department  is  charged.  It  also  exposes,  in  a  lucid  and 
convincing  manner,  the  utter  insufficiency  of  this  branch  of 
the  service,  as  now  organized  by  law,  to  the  execution  of 
the  duties  committed  to  it 

The  expenditorss  incurred  during  the  past  year  in  the 
emigration  and  subsistence  of  Indians,  will  appear  in  the  re- 
port of  the  Ccminussioner  of  Indian  AfiEairs,  to  whose  office 
that  business  was  transferred  by  a  regulation  made  on  the 
1st  ultimo.  This  change  was  made  ftom  a  conviction  that 
the  interests  of  the  service  would  be  promoted  by  bringing 
all  matters  belonging  to  any  one  branch  under  the  care  ot 
the  bureau  to  which  they  property  belonged.  The  clerks 
and  messenger,  allowed  by  law,  have  been  transferred  with 
the  business.  • 

The  coniplaintB  made  in  the  accompanying  papers  as  to 
the  want  of^sufficient  strength  in  the  staff  departments,  ap- 
pear to  me  to  be  well  founded. 

The  present  S3rstem  seems  to  have  been  framed  upon  the 
principle  of  concentrating  the  business  of  those  departments 
at^e  seat  of  Government,  and  of  employing  therein  a  very 
small  number  of  officers  commissioned  in  the  staff,  the  defi- 
ciencies being  supplied  by  selections  from  the  lines.  This 
arrangement  is  very  well  adapted  to  a  time  of  profound 
peace,  when  officers  can  be  spared  from  the  line  without 
injury  to  the  service,  when  the  positions  of  the  troops  ara 
cluefly  permanent ;  and  when  the  changes  which  occur  are 
made  with  so  much  deliberation  as  to  afford  ample  time  for 
preparing  adequate  means  of  transportation  and  supply. 
But,  when  large  bodied  of  troops,  whose  numbers  and 
movements  may  be  varied  by  unforseen  contingencies,  aro 
to  be  supplied  in  the  field,  and  at  a  great  distance  from  the 
seat  of  Government,  the  system  is  worse  than  insuffi- 
cient—it is  the  parent  of  expense,  confusion,  and  delay. 
During  the  time  necessarily  occupied  in  the  transmission  of 
despatdies  to,  and  of  instructions  from,  the  War  Depart- 
ment, the  state  of  things  ma^  be  so  entirely  changed  as  to 
render  the  instructions  ini^^plicable;  and,  even  if  it  ramain 
unaltered,  the  loss  of  time  in  military  operations  is  always 
a  great  evil,  and  sometimes  a  fatal  one.  To  prevent  incon- 
veniences of  this  sort,  it  is  evidently  necessary  that  staff  of- 
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ficen  of  «Kpeiience  and  rank  should  be  aaaociated  with  the 
commander,  and,  to  supply  such  asBociates,  the  staff  de- 
partments must  be  enlarged.  On  the  other  hand,  to  make 
the  Une  of  the  army  truly  effisctive,  officers  should  not  be 
taken  for  staff  service  or  other  detached  duties,  in  large 
numbers,  nor  for  long  periods,  from  their  companies.  And 
when,  to  relieve  the  weakness  of  the  staff  on  a  pressing  con- 
tingency, officers  are  selected  from  tlie  line,  the  difficulty, 
instead  of  being  remedied,  is  only  exchanged  for  a  new, 
and  possibly  a  greater  one.  The  embarrassments  occa- 
sioned by  these  causes,  during  the  operations  of  the  year, 
have  been  of  constant  recurrence,  and  of  the  most  serious 
character. 

6.  Pay  department. — So  far  as  the  regular  army  is 
concerned,  there  is  nothing  in  the  report  of  the  Paymaster 
General  demanding  particular  remark.  His  suggestions  in 
regard  to  the  services  and  responsibilities  of  the  pa3rmasten 
who  have  been,  or  who  may  be,  employed  in  making  pay- 
ments to  militia  and  volunteers,  undoubtedly  demand  the 
attention  of  Congress.  In  order  to  a  clear  understanding 
of  this  subject,  it  should  be  observed  that  after  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  army,  on  the  conclusion  of  the  late  war,  and 
until  the  act  of  July  14,  1832,  the  Secretaiy  of  War  ap- 
pears, in  several  instances,  to  have  exercised  the  power  of 
making  discretionary  allowances  to  paymasters  of  the  army 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  risks  and  losses  sustained  by 
them  in  making  payments  to  militia  and  volunteers.  These 
allowances  were  made  in  the  shape  of  commissions  on  the 
money  paid,  and  were  usually  fixed  at  two  and  a  half  per 
cent.  The  only  ground  on  which  such  a  power  c^uld  have 
been  exercised,  was  the  abeence  of  any  legislative  provision 
making  it  a  part  of  the  regular  duty  of  the  army  paymasters 
to  make  payments  to  militia  and  volunteers.  But  by  the 
third  section  of  the  act  of  the  14th  of  July,  1832,  it  was 
made  the  duty  of  the  district  paymasters  of  ^e  army  of  the 
United  States,  <<in  addition  to  the  payments  requirad  to  be 
made  by  them  to  the  regular  troops,  to  make  payment  to 
all  other  troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  Slates,  when- 
ever required  thereto  by  order  of  the  President"  The  dis- 
cretionary power,  before  possessed  by  the  Secretaiy  of 
War,  to  make  an  extra  allowance  for  payments  to  the  mili- 
tia and  volunteers,  was,  as  I  suppose,  taken  away  by  this 
provision;  and  it  was,  doubtless,  in  consequence  of  this 
change  that  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  the  2d  of 
March,  1838,  expressly  provided  "that  the  Secretary  of 
Wa#be  authorized,  at  his  discretion,  out  of  the  moneys  ap- 
propriated by  this  or  any  former  act,  for  the  payment  of  the 
militia  ordered  into  the  service  of  the  United  Sutes,  ac- 
cording to  law,  during  the  last  year,  to  allow  and  pay  to 
the  district  paymasters  of  the  army  of  the  United  States, 
employed  in  making  such  payments,  a  commission  on  the 
sums  respectively  paid  by  ^em,  not  exceeding  one  per 
centum  upon  the  amount." 

The  act  of  the  14th  of  January,  1836,  making;  appropri- 
ations for  the  suppression  of  hostilities  commenced  by  the 
Seminole  Indians,  provides  «<  that  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is, 
appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated,  to  defray  the  expense  attending  the  sup- 
pression of  hostilities  with  the  Seminole  Indians  in  Flor- 
ida, to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  conformably  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  April  6, 
1832,  'making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
army ;'  '*  and  the  same  reference  is  in  effect  made  in  the 
subsequent  acts.  When  the  act  of  the  6th  of  April,  1832, 
thus  referred  to,  was  passed,  the  discretionary  power, 
spoken  of  above,  was  possessed  by  the  SecreUry  of  War, 
and  was  exercised  in  the  settlement  of  the  paymaster's  ac- 
counts, under  that  act,  by  the  allowance  of  a  commission 
of  two  and  a  half  percent.  In  a  case  of  peculiar  hardship, 
and  of  just  merit,  also,  which  occurred  before  the  resigna- 
Uon  of  the  late  Secretaiy  of  War,  the  Paymaster  General, 


under  the  impression  that  the  general  reference  to  the  set  of 
the  5th  of  April,  1832,  contained  in  the  acts  of  the  lul 
session,  included  authority  to  allow  a  per  centage,  recom- 
mended such  an  allowance  to  the  extent  of  one  percent. 
The  Secretary  of  War  referred  the  case  to  me,  as  Attorney 
General,  and  called  for  my  opinion  as  to  the  power  of  tbe 
Department  to  allow  the  (Moposed  commiarion.  My  opin* 
ion  was,  that  the  discretionary  power  was  taken  awty  by 
the  act  of  1832,  above  quoted,  and  also  by  the  set  of  the 
3d  of  March,  1836,  making  additional  appropristioni  for 
the  Delaware  breakwater  and  other  works,  and  that  the  m- 
tent  to  eonfisr  such  a  power  was  not  sufficiently  spparentin 
the  general  reference  to  the  act  of  1832,  to  authorize  tbe 
allowance  applied  for.  But  as  it  would  seem,  from  the  re- 
port of  the  Paymaster  General,  that  justice  requres  thtt  ad- 
ditional compensation  should  be  allowed,  I  concur  in  rec- 
ommending a  special  provision,  similar  to  tiiat  inserted  io 
the  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1883. 

6.  Medicai  d'ipartment. — ^The  number  of  casei  treated 
by  the  officerrof  the  Medical  department,  during  the  year 
ending  the  30th  of  September  last,  was  14,356,  of  which 
number  only  139  died.  This  result  may  be  well  taken  u 
evidence  of  the  profesaional  skill  of  the  snigeoiMandaiost- 
ant  surgeons,  and  of  the  care  with  which  their  duties  are 
performed.  For  other  mattere  respecting  this  depsrtmeDt, 
I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  report  of  the  Surgeon  General 
ad  interim.  His  suggestions  in  regard  to  the  pay  of 
hospital  stewards,  and  file  repairing  and  erMtion  of  hos- 
pitails  at  the  diffisrent  military  poata,  appear  to  me  to  be 
worthy  the  attention  of  C<NigTess. 

7.  Purchasing  department, — ^The  report  of  the  Com- 
missary General  of  Purchases  exhitnts  the  several  amounts 
drawn  and  disbursed  for  clothing,  camp  equipage,  &<;• 
during  the  present  year,  with  estimates  for  the  like  service 
for  the  year  1837. 

8.  Engineers  and  Topographieai  EngineerB.'-'Thx  re- 

ports  of  tne  Chief  Engineer  and  of  the  head  of  the  Topo- 
graphical bureau  exhibit  the  progress  made  during  the  lait 
year  upon  the  fortifications  and  other  works  under  dieir 
care. 

The  failure  during  the  session  of  1834~'6,  of  the  bill 
containing  the  usual  appropriations  for  fortifications,  oc- 
casioned a  suspension  of  those  works  during  the  year  1835; 
and  though  liberal  appropriations  for  resuming  them  were 
made  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  yet  it  unfortunatelr 
happened  that  the  season  for  active  operations  waa  too  f^tr 
advanced,  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  appropriation 
laws,  to  allow  of  much  progress  during  the  present  year. 
Operations  have  been  also  retarded  by  the  difficulty  of  pro- 
curing laborers,  and  still  more  by  the  insufficiency  of  tbr 
Engineer  department  to  furnish  an  adequate  number  of 
engineers  to  superintend  the  constructions.  Several  im- 
portant works  authorized  at  the  last  session  have  not  even 
been  commenced;  and  but  little  has  been  done  towards  thf 
completion  of  those  previously  undertaken.  The  like  re- 
marks are  applicable  to  the  various  improvements  in  har^ 
bors  on  the  seaboard  and  lakes,  and  at  the  mouths  and  lo 
the  channels  of  navigable  rivers. 

From  the  causes  above  stated,  but  a  small  portion  of  the 
sums  appropriated  by  the  present  Congress  for  the  engi- 
neer and  topographical  service  has  yet  been  expended. 

The  balances  of  those  appropriations  may,  however,  be 
expended  without  any  further  law,  and  measures  will  be 
taken  for  resuming  operations  at  an  early  day,  and  with 
all  practicable  vigor.  ^ 

In  the  last  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  he 
stated  the  insufficiency  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  and  w 
the  topographical  corps,  to  the  expeditious  and  economieai 
performance  of  the  duties  committed  to  them,  and  recom- 
mended their  increase.  His  suggestions  on  this  fuh|e<'^ 
were  approved  by  you,  and  the  attention  of  Congress  ww 
invited  to  them  in  your  message.     The  propriety  of  mch 
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a  measure  is  greatly  strengthened  by  the  present  condition 
of  those  branches  of  the  service,  and  by  the  delays  and 
embarrasonients  occcasioned  by  a  want  of  the  necessary 
force.  In  connexion  with  the  proposed  reorganization  of 
the  topographical  corps,  it  may  well  be  questioned  whe- 
tber  the  existing  arrangement  as  to  the  civil  engineers  at- 
tached to  that  corps,  and  the  practice  of  lending  the  topo« 
graphical  engineers  to  the  States  and  to  incorporated  com- 
panies, ought  longer  to  be  continued.  In  my  judgment  it 
would  be  better  that  all  the  engineers  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States  should  belong  to  one  or  other  of  the 
organized  military  corps.  And-  the  infbnnation  derived 
from  the  services  of  engineers,  when  employed  by  the 
States,  or  by  companies,  though  useful  in  a  military  point 
of  view,  does  not  seem  to  me  suiBciently  important  to 
counterbalance  the  inconveniences  and  objections  incident 
to  the  practice. 

9.  Ordnance  dtpartment^Ai  appears  from  the  report  of 
the  Colonel  of  Or^ance,  that  ^857,570  45  have  been  ex* 
pended  and  accounted  for  during  the  first  three  quarters  of 
the  present  year,  being  about  $207, 000  more  than  was  ex- 
pended in  the  same  service  during  the  corresponding  quar- 
ters of  the  year  1835.  These  moneys  have  been  expend- 
ed iu  the  manufacture,  repair,  end  purchase  of  ordnance, 
ordnance  stores,  smaU>arms,  and  accoutrement^^  and  in 
building  materials,  the  details  of  all  which  will  appear  by 
the  statements  annexed  to  Colonel  Bomford's  report 

During  the  year  ending  on  the  SOth  September,  1836, 
the  sum  of  #220,813  38  was  expended  in  procuring  and 
distributing  artillery,  small-arms,  accoutrements,  dec 
ander  the  act  of  1808,  for  arming  and  equipping  the  mili- 
tia of  the  States  and  Territoiiea. 

The  munitions  of  war  issued  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  SOth  of  September,  1836,  have  been  very  large,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  actual  hostilities  in  which  the  army  has 
been  engaged. 

No  returns  of  lead  made  at  the  United  States  lead  mines 
have  been  deUvered  to  the  superintendent  during  the  last 
year,  and  there  yet  remains  due  to  the  United  States,  on 
aceoont  of  rent- lead  which  aocmed  prior  to  the  30th  Sep- 
tember, 1835,  an  aggregate  of  493,813  pounds.  It  ap- 
pears that  the  refusal  to  account  for  and  to  pay  over  the 
rent  reserved  in  the  leases  mentioned  in  the  last  annual  re- 
port has  become  general,  the  leasees  denying  the  validity  of 
the  laws  under  which  the  leases  were  made,  and  that  suits 
have  been  commenced  against  several  of  the  delinquents,  but 
are  not  yet  determined.  Colonel  Bomfoid  recommends  the 
selling  of  the  mineral  lands,  as  the  most  efiSsctnal  mode  of 
teiminating  difficulties  now  existing  between  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  inhabitants,  and  of  securing  to  the  United 
States  the  value  of  the  mines. 

Of  the  works  authorized  by  acts  passed  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress,  and  belonging  to  the  Ordnance  department, 
all  have  been  greatly  delayed,  and  some  entirely  suspend- 
ed, by  the  want  of  the  necessary  officers  to  conduct  &em. 
The  interests  of  the  service,  as  well  as  the  just  claims  of 
croatractors,  whose  payments  are  frequently  delayed  from 
inability  to  make  the  proper  inspections,  call  loudly  for  an 
increase  of  this  coips. 

10.  Proposed  inereaae  in  rank  and  file  of  artillery  and 
infantry. — ^In  compliance  with  the  suggestion  of  General 
Mcfccomb,  and  with  my  own  convictions  of  duty,  I  beg  leave 
to  invite  your  attention  to  a  proposal  for  the  increase  of  the 
rank  and  file  of  the  artillery  and  infantry. 

The  insufficiency,  in  several  respects,  of  our  present 
military  establishment  h«s  already  been  noticed.  It  is  the 
greateet  in  the  general  staff  and  the  rank  and  file;  those 
co-IBS  of  the  service  being  much  less  numerous,  in  propor- 
tion, than  the  officers  retained  in  the  line  of  the  army. 
The  object  of  Congress  in  this  arrangement  evidently  was, 
€>n  the  one  hand,  to  reduce  the  rank  and  file  and  the  gener- 
al etstf  to  the  lowest  allowable  point;  and  on  the  other,  to 


retain  in  the  line  officers  enough  to  preserve  an  amount  of 
military  knowledge  and  experience  competent  to  the  direc- 
tion of  a  large  effective  force,  whenever  such  a  force  might 
be  required  by  special  emergencies,  or  by  the  permanent 
interests  of  the  country.  I'his  policy  was  recommended  at 
the  time  of  its  adoption  (1821)  by  the  existence  of  other 
and  more  pressing  claims  on  the  Treasury,  and  by  the 
comparatively  few  calls  then  made  for  active  military  oper- 
ations. In  both  these  respectB  our  condition  is  now 
widely  different.  The  extinction  of  the  public  debt,  whilst 
it  gives  us  the  ability  to  attend  to  other  subjects  of  national 
importance,  lays  us  under  new  obligations  to  do  so.  We 
have  a  much  larger  number  of  fortifications  and  other  posts 
to  be  garrisoned;  and  our  Indian  relations  have  now  reach- 
ed a  point  which  demands  an  effective  military  provision. 

There  are  thirty-two  forts  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard  and 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  each  of  which  ought  to  be  garrisoned 
by  a  force  adequate  at  least  to  the  preservation  of  the  pub- 
lic property,  and  to  the  retaining  of  some  knowledge  of 
artUlery  practice.  This  will  require,  as  I  understand,  an 
average  of  about  ninety-six  men  to  each  post,  or  about 
three  thousand  in  the  whole.  The  rank  and  file  of  the 
present  regular  army,  supposing  the  new  regiment  of  dra- 
goons to  be  filled,  amounts  in  the  total  to  seven  thousand 
and  sixteen;  from  which  number  a  large  deduction  must 
always  be  made  for  sickness,  arrests,  occasional  absence, 
and  time  lost  in  recruiting  and  marching.  The  effective 
force,  exclusive  of  officers,  which  may  be  relied  on  under 
the  present  arrangement,  can,  therefore,  scarcely  ever  ex- 
ceed six  thousand  men;  a  force  utterly  inadequate  to  the 
necessities  of  the  public  service,  inasmuch  as  it  affords, 
after  the  scanty  provision  for  the  seaboard  above  suggest- 
ed, only  about  throe  thousand  for  the  interior. 

In  that  part  of  this  report  which  relates  to  Indian  affaire, 
I  shall  have  occasion  to  specify  some  of  the  weighty  rea- 
sons which  make  it  necessary  that  we  should  establish  ad- 
ditional posts  on  our  Western  borders  and  in  the  Indian 
country,  and  that  each  should  be  permanently  garrisoned 
by  a  respectable  foree.  We  have  now  in  that  region  six- 
teen posts,  including  three  temporary  stations,  the  whole 
of  which  are  now  occupied  by  about  three  thousand  men, 
including  a  regiment  of  Arkansas  volunteers  recently  call- 
ed into  the  service.  All,  probably,  will  agree  that  the 
present  force  at  several  of  the  existing  posts  is  inadequate, 
and  a  deliberate  survey  of  the  immense  field  of  operations, 
and  the  various  interests  involved,  will,  I  think,  lead  <o 
the  conclusion  that  this  branch  of  the  service  cannot  safdy 
be  left,  for  the  next  five  or  ten  yean,  with  a  force  at  any 
time  less  than  from  five  to  seven  thousand  men. 

The  seaboard  may  be  provided  for  in  the  manner  above 
suggested,  and  adequate  protection  may  be  given  to  the 
interior  and  to  the  Indian  ootmtry,  by  augmonting  the 
number  of  men  in  each  company  of  artillery  and  infantry 
to  one  hundred.  This  would  increase  the  legal  force,  inde- 
pendently of  commissioned  officera  and  non-commissioned 
officers  of  artillery  and  infantiy,  to  twelve  thousand  and 
thirty,  from  which  we  might  at  all  times  expect  to  command 
an  available  force  of  not  more  than  about  ten  thousand  ef- 
fective  men.  Two  plans  for  a 'similar  increase  in  the  rank 
and  file  of  the  army  were  submitted  to  Congress  in  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  8th  of  Mareh,  1886, 
and  the  accompanying  communication  of  General  Macomb 
of  the  7th  of  that  month,  both  of  which  communications 
were  laid  before  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  in  com- 
pliance vrith  a  resolution  of  that  body.  I  refer  to  these 
documenU  for  the  details  of  those  plans,  and  for  an  esttr 
mate  of  the  expense,  which,  accoTding  to  the  statement 
then  made,  would  be,  for  the  increase  above  proposed, 
about  $850,000  per  annum.  Such  an  addition  to  the 
heavy  expenses  of  our  present  establishment  should  un- 
doubtedly be  well  weighed  before  it  is  incurred;  but,  if  we 
may  judge  from  the  experience  of  the  last  few  years,  the 
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measure  is  as  plainly  called  for  &n  the  score  of  economy  as 
it  is  by  other  and  more  impressiTe  considerations.  The 
ezpcDses  occasioned  by  the  hostile  aggressions  of  the  8ac 
and  Fox  Indians  in  1632,  amounted  to  more  Uian  $3,000,- 
000;  and  the  several  appropriations  for  suppressing  Indian 
hostilities,  made  by  Congress  at  the  last  session,  and 
amounting  to  five  millions  of  dollars,  have  already  been 
drawn  from  the  Treasury;  and,  though  a  considerable 
amount  is  yet  in  the  hands  of  disbuning  officera,  the  whole 
will  be  required  to  meet  expenses  already  incurred. 

If  it  be  one  of  the  fint  objects  of  legislation  to  guanl 
against  the  evils  of  war,  then  must  it  be  admitted  that  the 
prevention  of  Indian  hostiUties,  so  fiir  as  human  foresight 
is  competent  to  that  end,  should  be  the  great  care  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States.  For,  whilst  our  exposure 
to  such  hostilities  is  imminent,  the  evils  which  attend  them 
are  so  peculiar  and  unmitigated  as  to  bring  on  those  public 
agents  who  may  neglect  to  guard  against  them  the  most 
fearful  responsilnhty.  The  presence  of  an  adequate  mili- 
tary force  at  or  near  each  of  the  points  where  die  Indians 
are  numerous,  is  the  most  efiectual,  if  not  the  only  effect- 
ual means  of  security  and  defence.  In  my  judgment, 
such  a  force  cannot  be  furnished  by  our  present  establish- 
ment; and,  as  neither  militia  nor  volunteers  can  be  em- 
ployed for  permanent  garrisons,  the  object  can  only  be  ef- 
fected by  the  increase  of  the  regular  army.  I  trust  it  will 
be  provided  for  without  delay. 

1 1.  Proposed  revision  of  the  pay  of  certain  officers. — 
My  attention  having  been  called,  by  repeated  resignations 
and  other  circumstances,  to  the  pay  of  the  snbordinate 
grades,  I  have  looked  into  the  subject  with  some  care,  and 
the  result  is  a  decided  conviction  that  the  pay  of  the  sev- 
eral grades  above  that  of  second  lieutenant,  and  below  that 
of  colonel,  ought  to  be  increased;  and  that  a  new  principal 
of  periodical  increase  in  each  gniule  ought  also  to  be  intro- 
duced. 

By  the  law,  as  it  now  stands,  there  is  no  increase  of  the 
fixed  pay  and  emoluments,  except  when  the  ofi&cer  is  pro- 
moted; and,  as  promotion  in  time  of  peace  b  generally 
very  slow,  officers  may  serve  over  ten  years  in  a  single 
grade,  and,  after  a  service  of  twenty  or  thirty  years'  may 
still  rise  no  higher  than  a  majority,  or  even  a  captaincy. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  will  occasionally  happen  that  resig- 
nations or  other  cuusalties  may  produce  numerous  vacan- 
cies, within  a  comparatively  short  period,  in  particular  regi- 
ments, which  may  lead  to  rapid  promotions,  so  that  a  sec- 
ond lieutenant  may,  within  three  or  four  yean  after  enter- 
ing the  service,  be  advanced  to  a  captaincy.  To  remedy 
the  inadequacy  of  the  present  system,  when  promotion  is 
slow,  and  to  prevent  its  inequaUty,  when  its  movement  in 
particular  regiments  is  rapid,  it  has  occurred  to  me  that  it 
would  be  expedient  and  just  to  introduce  the  additional 
feature  of  increasing  the  pay  after  five  years'  service  in 
any  one  grade,  agreeably  to  the  precedents  established  by 
the  act  of  1834,  in  relation  to  surgeons  and  assistant  sur- 
geons of  the  army,  and  by  the  act  of  1835,  regulating  the 
pay  of  surgeons  in  the  navy. 

Concurrently  with  the  introduction  of  this  principle,  I 
would  also  revise  the  scale  of  pay  and  emoluments,  with  a 
view  to  a  moderate  increase  of  Uie  different  grades  above 
that  of  second  lieutenants,  and  under  that  of  colonel.  I 
think  it  would  be  just  to  allow  to  second  lieutenants,  for 
the  fint  five  yean  from  the  dates  of  their  commissions,  the 
present  pay  and  emoluments  of  their  gratle ;  and  to  ihose 
who  have  been  in  commission  over  five  yean,  the  present 
pay  and  emoluments  of  the  fint  lieutenant;  to  first  lieu- 
tenants, for  the  fint  five  years,  the  present  pay  and  emol- 
uments of  a  captain ;  and  to  those  who  have  been  com- 
missioned over  five  yeais,  a  corresponding  increase; 
and,  in  like  manner,  to  provide  for  an  increase  in  the  pay 
of  those  captains,  majora,  and  lieutenant  colonels,  who 
shall  have  been  in  commissioxi  over  five  yeare-^taJung  care, 


however,  that  the  increase,  by  means  of  five  yean'  aervioe 
in  one  grade,  shall  not  be  more  than  one-half  the  difference 
between  the  fint  pay  of  such  grade  and  the  first  pay  of  tbe 
next  grade.  The  ^ect  of  this  double  arrangement  for  in- 
crease of  compensation  would  be  to  secure  to  the  officer  the 
certainty  of  an  increase  of  pay,  at  periodical  stages,  corre- 
sponding to  the  probable  increase  in  his  wants,  and  in  the 
value  of  his  services.  But  it  would  not  interfere  with  the 
ancient  and  just  practice  of  increasing  the  pay  of  the  officer 
on  his  advancement  to  a  higher  grade.  When  promotiom 
are  slow  the  principle  is  greatly  needed,  and  th^  it  would 
apply ;  when  they  are  rapid  it  would  not  be  needed,  and 
would  not  take  place. 

As  the  pay,  emoluments,  and  allowances  now  given  by 
law,  depend  on  the  grade  of  the  officer,  the  corps  to  wbidi 
he  belongs,  and  his  particular  position  and  circumstances^ 
the  attempt  to  state  them  in  this  place  would  lead  to  incon- 
venient prolixity ;  and  should  you  think  proper  to  ambmit 
the  subject  to  Congress,  the  proper  information  can  be  laid 
before  the  committees  of  that  body.     It  is,  howewj,  de- 
serving of  consideration  whether  the  principle  adopted  in 
the  act  of  1835,  regulating  the  pay  of  the  navy,  by  which 
all  allowances  (except  for  travelling  expenses  wh^  under 
orders)  are  prohibited,  and  a  gross  sum  in  lieu  thereof  ad- 
ded to  the  pay  may  not,  to  some  extent  at  least,  be  advan- 
tageously followed.     The  whole  subject  undoubtedly  de- 
mands revision,  especially  with  a  view  to  retain  in  the  de- 
partments of  engineering  and  other  branches  requiring  sci- 
entific attainments  of  a  high  order,  experienced  and  valua- 
ble officers.     Several  of  that  class  have  retired  from  th« 
army  during  the  year,  induced,  as  I  have  reason  to  sup- 
pose, by  the  inadequacy  of  the  existing  compensation,  and 
the  great  demand  for  their  services  in  civil  life. 

12.  Proposed  increase  of  the  pay  of  privates — land 
bounty  on  re-enlistments, — I  think  it  highly  expedient  that 
the  pay  of  privates  should  also  be  increased.  They  are 
now  allowed,  when  serving  as  cavalry  in  the  regim^^t  cf 
dragoons,  eight  dolian  per  month ;  in  all  other  cases  six 
dollan  per  month.  No  bounty  is  given  except  on  a  second 
enlistment,  which  is  encouraged  by  a  gratuity  of  two 
months*  pay.  In  consequence  of  the  great  increase  in  the 
price  of  labor,  it  has  been  found  difficult,  during  the  last 
year,  to  procure  ablebodied  men  to  supply  the  places  of 
those  soldien  whose  term  of  service  had  ex|ured ;  and  the 
recruiting  of  the  second  regiment  of  dragoons,  and  to  fill  op 
vacancies  in  the  other  regiments,  goes  on  very  slowly.  I 
submit  whether  it  be  not  advisable  to  increase  tbe  regiilai 
pay ;  and  as  the  services  of  an  experienced  and  diaripfined 
soldier  are  far  more  valuable  than  those  of  a  new  recruit, 
I  cannot  doubt  the  propriety  of  increasing  the  bounty  on 
re-enlistment.  It  might  be  granted  in  land,  at  less  incoo- 
venience  to  the  Government  than  if  paid  in  money,  and 
would  probably  be  equally  acceptable  to  the  soldier.  And 
as  the  service  of  the  army,  for  some  yean  to  come,  will  be 
chiefly  on  our  Western  frontien,  most  of  the  men,  when 
discharged  in  that  region,  would  probably  find  it  for  tberr 
interest  to  become  actual  settlen.  The  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, in  regard  to  the  disposition  of  the  public  lands^ 
would  thus  be  promoted ;  and  the  settlen  whom  ^kus  ar- 
rangement would  plant  on  the  frontiers,  would  be  found, 
from  their  military  knowledge,  among  the  moat  nselbl  <4 
their  class.  These  objects  might  be  still  further  pronkoied 
by  giving  an  increased  quantity  of  land  on  the  oonditio&  d 
actual  settlement 

13.  Proposai  for  employment  of  ehaplains.'^^Some  ^pre- 
vision, as  It  appean  to  me,  should  be  made  for  eeeurinc  t^ 
the  army  the  services  of  dtiaplains.  The  act  of  Apsil  1 2. 
1808,  required  one  chaplain,  with  the  pay  and  emolunkents 
of  a  major  of  infantry,  to  be  appointed  to  each  brigade.  Th> 
provision  was  continued  in  foxce  until  supeneded  hy  «b^ 
act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1816,  fixing  the  military  peaoe  es- 
tablishment; and  there  is  now  no  authority  for  emplojrie^ 
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such  an  officer  in  the  army  at  the  public  expense,  except  at 
the  Military  Academy. 

The  constitation  of  the  United  States  has  wisely  provi- 
ded that  Congress  <<  shall  make  no  law  respecting  an  estab- 
lishment of  religion,  or  prohibiting  the  free  exercise  there- 
of;" but  this  cannot  lessen  the  obligation  of  Congress  to 
famish  to  the  officers  and  men  employed  in  the  military 
service,  such  opportunities  of  religious  worship  and  of 
moral  culture  as  may  be  compatible  with  the  appropriate 
duties  of  the  army.  And  when  it  is  considered  that  even 
the  common  soldier  resumes,  sooner  or  later,  tlie  character 
of  a  citizen,  how  important  does  it  become  that  he  should 
be  shielded  as  much  as  possible  from  the  pernicious  influ- 
ences to  which  a  military  life  is  usually  exposed!  The  en- 
lightening and  tranquillizing  effects  of  a  regular  attendance 
on  public  worship,  and  the  aid  which  a  judicious  and  de- 
voted chaplain  may  give,  in  the  promotion  of  discipline  and 
subordination,  ought  not  to  be  overlooked  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  an  army. 

Since  1815,  the  services  of  chaplains  at  the  fixed  posts 
have  frequently  been  secured  by  voluntary  contributions, 
collected  and  applied,  as  I  understand,  by  the  council  of  ad- 
ministration. As  the  officers  composing  that  council  will 
be  enabled  to  consult  the  wishes  of  the  garrison,  and  are, 
in  other  respects,  better  qualified  to  make  judicious  selec- 
tions for  services  of  this  nature  than  the  authorities  at  the 
seat  of  Government,  I  recommend  the  passage  of  a  law  au- 
thorizing them  to  select  and  employ  chaplains  from  time  to 
time,  and  giving  to  the  persons  so  employed  the  pay  and 
emoluments  of  such  grade  as  Congress  may  think  proper  to 
prescribe.  To  each  regiment,  when  employed  in  the  field, 
the  like  arrangement  might  be  extended. 

14.   General  coruUtian  of  the  army,  4*^. — The  vacancies 
in  the  rank  and  file  being  numerous,  and  many  officers  of 
the  line  being  engaged  on  detached  service,  or  absent  with 
leave  or  on  furlough,  the  army,  though  in  a  high  state  of 
discipline,  has  not  been  found  in  the  fittest  condition  for  ac- 
tive field  service.     And   notwithstanding  the   successive 
orders   which  have  been  issued,  directing  officers  to  join 
their  regiments,  the  deficiency  in  officers  has  not  yet  been 
supplied — ^many  having  resigned,  and  others  being  so  situ* 
ated,  by  reason  of  sickness,  or  other  causes,  as  to  make  a 
suspension  of  the  orders,  in  respect  to  them,  unavoidable. 
Theae  circumstances,  however,  only  enhance  the  merits  of 
the  officers  and  men,  whether  regulars,  marines,  militia, 
or  volunteers,  who  have  encountered  the  difficulties,  priva- 
tions, and  perils  of  field  service  on  the  Western  frontier 
and  in  the  South.     Several  instances  have  occurred,  during 
the  war  with  the  Seminoles,  in  which  our  troops  have 
nobly   sustained  the  honor  of  the  American  name;  and 
those  who  will  dispassionately  consider  the  events  of  the 
past  year,  will  find,   in  the  services  of  the  army,  many 
strong  claims  on  the  confidence  and  gratitude  of  the  nation. 
The  Gcneral-in-chief  has  noticed  in  his  report,  and  in 
appropriate  terms,  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  of  Brig- 
adier General  Clinch,  who  conunauded  in  Florida  on  the 
breaking  out  of  hostilities  in  that  quarter.      The  merits 
of  that  ofificer  were  so  highly  appreciated  by  this  Depart- 
ment, that  his  resignation  was  not  accepted  until  it  had 
been    ascertained  to  have  been  rendered  necessary  by  im- 
|>ortant  private    affitirs.      In  consequence,   doubtless,  ■  of 
pending  inquiries.  General  Macomb's  report  intimates  no 
opinion  as  to  the  conduct  or  operations  of  any  other  gen- 
eral officer  in  Florida,  or  in  the  Creek  country.     This  for* 
bearance  was  manifiBstly  proper,  and  will  be  imitated  by  the 
Department.     But  it  is  net  inconsistent  with  the  rule  thus 
adopted,  to  express  the  hope  that  it  may  ultimately  appear 
tJiat  nothing  has  occurred  to  justify  permanent  estrange- 
ment   between  soldiers  who  trod  together  the  path  of  re- 
novm,  nor  to  dim  the  lustre  of  those  honorable  services 
which  each  has  rendered  to  his  country. 
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II.     Militia  akd  Volvktkebs. 

It  has  already  been  stated  that,  within  the  last  year,  no 
less  than  about  24,600  militia  and  volunteers  have  been 
mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States.  As  these 
forces,  when  in  actual  service,  form  a  part  of  the  army  of 
the  United  States,  such  particulars  concerning  those  em- 
ployed during  the  year,  as  seemed  proper  to  be  noticed  in 
this  report,  have  been  presented  under  the  preceding  head. 

The  defective  organization  of  the  militia  was  noticed  at 
lengtli  in  the  last  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War ; 
and  the  outlines  were  suggested  of  a  plan  for  its  improve- 
ment, which  received  your  sanction,  and  was  submitted  to 
Congress  in  the  opening  message  of  the  last  session.  No 
legislative  action  having  been  had  upon  the  subject,  I  deem 
it  my  duty  to  invite  to  it  your  renewed  attention.  If  any 
arguments,  in  addition  to  those  heretofore  urged,  wero 
needed  on  this  point,  they  would  be  found  in  the  experi- 
ence of  the  last  year.  Whilst  the  calls  on  the  militia  have 
been  answered  ui  a  manner  highly  honorable  to  their  pa- 
triotism, they  have  lod  to  new  illustrations  of  their  deficien- 
cies in  organization  and  discipline.  The  matter  has  very 
oflen  been  presented  to  the  consideration  of  Congress ;  and, 
until  the  constitutional  power  of  organizing,  arming,  and 
disciplining  this  arm  of  national  defence  ihall  have  been 
more  adequately  exercised,  it  will  continue  to  be  a  duty  to 
invoke  their  enlightened  interposition. 

in.     Fortifications,  Arskn als.  Roads,  &e. 

The  present  condition  of  our  fortifications,  arsenals,  and 
other  works  of  public  defence,  will  sufficiently  appear  by 
reference  to  the  accompanying  documents  from  the  Engi- 
neer and  Ordnance  departments ;  and  the  elaborate  and  very 
able  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  7th  of  April  last, 
transmitted  to  the  Senate  with  your  message  of  the  follow- 
ing day,  contains  so  full  a  view  of  the  measures  proper  to 
be  taken  for  their  completion  and  armament,  as  to  make 
any  further  observations  ou  that  point  superfluous  in  this 
place.  I  would,  however,  particularly  invite  your  atten- 
tion, and  also  that  of  Congress,  to  the  proposal  contained 
in  that  paper,  and  in  the  last  annual  report,  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  national  foundry  for  cannon,  and  to  the  sug- 
gestions on  the  subject  of  depots  for  arms,  then  aUK>  sub- 
mitted. 

The  reports  of  the  Chief  Engineer  and  of  the  head  of  the 
Topographical  bureau  must  also  be  referred  to,  for  a  suc- 
cinct account  of  the  present  condition  of  the  Cumberland 
and  other  roads,  and  of  the  harbors  and  other  improve- 
ments authorized  by  law. 

IV.  MiLiTAKT  Academy  at  West  Poikt. 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  Visiters,  giving  the  results  of 
tlie  last  annual  examination,  is  well  calculated  to  confirm 
the  fiivorable  opinion  so  generally  entertained  in  respect 
to  this  institution.  It  also  states  some  facts  which,  it  may 
be  hoped,  will  remove  some  of  those  misapprehensiona 
which  have  occasioruUly  prevailed  to  the  prejudice  of  that 
establishment. 

By  the  existing  law,  each  cadet,  on  his  appointment,  is 
required  to  sign  articles,  by  which  he  engages  to  serve  five 
years,  unless  sooner  discharged.  As  four  years  of  this 
term,  by  the  regulations  in  force  since  1819,  are  to  be 
spent  at  the  Academy,  the  engagement  secures  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  only  one  year's  service  after  graduation.  It  ap- 
pears, however,  from  the  report  of  the  Visiters,  that  out  of 
841  graduates,  the  total  niunber  from  the  commencement  of 
the  institution,  only  sixty  five  had  resigned  at  the  end  of 
their  term  of  enlistment.  The  Viaters  also  ascertained  that, 
out  of  the  same  number,  403  still  remained  in  the  army ; 
and  that,  of  the  others,  fifteen  had  been  killed  in  battle, 
and  106  had  otherwise  died  in  the  service.  These  facts  il- 
lustrate the  value  of  the  institution  as  one  of  the  effective 
means  of  providing  for  the  national  defence. 

Whilst  it  thus  appears  that  the  public  service  has  not 
been  materially  prejudiced  by  the  early  resignation  of  the 
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{graduates,  I  am  yet  inclined  to  think  that  ita  interests 
should  be  more  effectually  secured.  In  my  judgment,  the 
engagement  for  service  aiter  graduation,  should  be  consid- 
erably prolonged ;  and  the  graduate  should  be  made  liable 
by  law,  in  case  of  his  discharge,  after  g^raduation  and  short 
of  the  prescribed  term,  for  neglect  of  duty  or  other  miscon- 
duct, to  pay  to  the  Government  an  equivalent  for  the  ex- 
penses incurred  in  his  education  and  support.  Such  a  pro- 
vision would  not  only  be  just  in  itself,  but  sedms  due  to 
other  considerations.  As  there  is  no  c<>nstztutional  author- 
ity to  maintain  the  institution,  except  as  a  part  of  the  mil- 
itary establisbments  necessary  to  the  defence  of  the  country, 
it  should  be  so  regulated  as  to  contribute  directly  to  that 
end.  Such,  also,  seems  to  have  been  the  design  of  the  act 
of  1812,  in  prescribing  the  articles  above  referred  to. 
There  was  at  that  time  no  prescribed  term  of  study ;  and, 
as  the  position  of  the  cadet,  on  his  entrance,  was  regulated 
by  the  extent  of  his  attainments,  he  might,  and,  as  I  un- 
derstand, usually  did,  complete  his  course  in  about  two 
years.  It  was,  therefore,  intended  by  the  framers  of  the 
act  of  1812,  that  a  term  of  army  service  should  be  secured, 
equivalent,  in  some  measure,  to  the  expense  incurred  by 
the  Government.  I  recommend  the  reassertion  of  this 
principle  in.  a  new  enactment,  adapted  to  the  changes  since 
made  in  the  term  of  study. 

The  Board  of  Visiters  having  submitted  various  proposi- 
tions for  the  enlargement  of  the  public  buildings,  and  of  the 
courses  of  instructions,  I  have  deemed  it  due  to  the  subject, 
as  well  as  to  the  high  character  of  the  Board,  to  present 
their  suggestions  to  your  consideration  and  to  that  of  Con- 
gress. They  are  accordingly  embraced  in  the  estimates 
made  by  the  Chief  Engineer,  with  a  single  exception, 
which  could  not  be  submitted  in  that  form.  The  recom- 
mendation thus  excepted  relates  to  the  duties  of  the  chap- 
lain. By  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  the  14th  of 
April,  1818,  it  is  provided  that  there  riiall  be  one  chaplain 
stationed  at  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  who  shall 
also  be  professor  of  geography,  history,  and  ethics.  To 
assist  the  chaplain  in  the  duties  of  his  professorship,  an 
officer  of  the  army  has  been  associated  with  him,  and  the 
two  instruct  in  the  branches  above  named,  and  also  in 
grammar  and  rhetoric,  and  in  the  elements  of  political  sci- 
ence, including  the  law  of  nations  and  the  constitutional 
law  of  the  United  States.  It  has  been  found  physically 
impossible  for  the  chaplain  to  give  adequate  attention  to  his 
clerical  duties,  and,  with  the  aid  of  one  assistant,  to  instruct 
in  a  suitable  manner  in  the  various  studies  above  named. 
The  consequence  is,  that  the  religious  instruction  of  the 
cadet  receives  less  attention  than  is  commensurate  with  its 
importance,  and  with  the  probable  intent  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress. The  V  isiters  therefore  recommend,  and  the  sugges- 
tion strikes  me  as  important,  either  that  the  functions  of 
the  chaplain  be  separated  from  those  of  the  professor,  or 
that  another  assistant  be  provided  to  aid  him  in  the  profes- 
sorship. The  latter  mode  of  relief  may  be  extended  by 
executive  regulation ;  but  the  former  is  deemed  most  appro- 
priate, and  for  that  reason  the  interposition  of  Congress  is 
solicited. 

V.  IirniAX  AmiRs. 

The  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Afiairs,  here- 
with laid  before  you,  embraces  a  detailed  account  of  the  op- 
erations of  his  office  during  the  past  year. 

It  appears  from  that  document,  tluit,  within  this  period, 
more  than  18,000  Indians,  of  whom  400  were  Seminoles, 
16,900  Creeks,  and  the  remainder  Pottawatamies,  have 
reached  the  west  bank  of  Mississippi,  on  their  way  to  their 
new  homes ;  and  that  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the 
removal  of  the  residue  of  those  tribes  at  as  early  a  day  l(^ 
circumstances  shall  allow.  The  mere  process  of  removal 
has  beenr  conducted  with  greater  expedition,  as  much  econ- 
omy, and  as  little  of  suffering  and  privation  to  the  Indians, 
as  to  former  years ;  but  the  opposition  made  by  the  hostile 


portions  of  the  Seroinoles  and  Creeks,  already  noticed  un« 
der  a  former  head,  has  subjected  the  Government,  in  those 
cases,  to  the  painful  necessity  of  resorting  to  coerdve  meas- 
ures, which,  in  respect  to  the  Seminoles,  are  yet  continued. 

The  same  teport  also  exhibits  the  progress  made  by  the 
commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  1st  of  July,  1836,  re- 
questing the  President  of  the  United  States  « to  canoe  meas- 
ures to  be  taken  for  investigating  certain  alleged  frauds  ia 
the  purchase  of  the  reservations  of  the  Creek  Indians,  and 
the  causes  of  their  hostiKties."  The  investigations,  thus 
directed,  have  necessarily  suspended  the  action  of  the  Exec- 
utive, on  many  contracts  for  the  sale  of  Creek  leservationi, 
and  there  are  also  other  difficulties  in  respect  to  them,  which 
will  probably  require  the  intervention  of  Congress. 

A  commissioner  has  recently  been  appointed  to  certify 
contracts  and  to  take  proof  of  residence,  under  the  treaty 
with  the  Choctaws  of  the  27th  of  September,  1830,  and  has 
probably  entered  on  the  duties  assigned  him. 

The  provisions  in  the  treaties  of  1832  and  1834,  with 
the  Chickasawsy  which  are  to  be  carried  into  effect  before 
their  removal,  have  been  nearly  completed;  and  an  ar- 
rangement, it  is  hoped,  will  soon  be  concluded  between 
them  and  the  Choctaws  west  of  the  Mississippi,  for  a  por- 
tion of  the  territory  assigned  to  the  latter. 

Measures  have  been  taken  for  fulfilling  &e  engagemects 
of  the  United  States  contained  in  the  treaties  with  the  Chip- 
pewas  and  Octawas,  the  Swan-creek  and  Black-river  bands 
of  the  Chippewas,  and  the  Wyandots,  ratified  at  die  last 
session  of  the  Senate ;  and,  so  far  as  allowed  by  the  short 
time  which  has  since  elapsed,  those  engagements  have  been 
faithfully  executed. 

Immediately  after  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  with  the 
Cherokees  east  of  the  Mississippi,  the  initbtory  measures 
for  carrying  it  into  effect  were  taken  by  the  Department ; 
and  though  much  retarded  by  various  unforeseen  occur- 
rences, they  are  now  going  on  with  all  the  despatch  of 
which  the  case  is  susceptible.  7*he  military  movements 
deemed  necessary  to  the  maintenance  of  peace,  and  to  the 
enforcement  of  the  treaty,  have  already  been  noticed.  Ef- 
forts have  recently  been  made  by  Mr.  John  Ross,  and  by 
those  of  his  people  of  whom  he  is  understood  to  be  the  lead- 
er, to  excite  opposition  to  the  treaty,  and  to  prevent  its  ex- 
ecution ;  but  it  is  believed  that  the  steps  taken  by  the  Gov- 
ernment will  be  sufficient  to  counteract  those  efforts.  The 
more  intelligent  part  of  the  Cherokees  are  well  satisfied 
with  the  treaty,  and  the  prompt  and  faithful  execution,  on 
our  part,  of  its  very  liberal  provisions,  will  doubtless  secure 
the  good-will  of  the  great  mass  of  the  nation,  aail  issue  in 
their  peaceful  establishment  with  their  brethren  in  the  West. 

Treaties  have  been  made  with  the  Indians  who  have  em- 
igrated from  New  York  to  Green  bay,  for  lands  on  bodi 
sides  of  Fox  river;  and  with  four  bands  of  Pottavratamies 
residing  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  for  the  extinguishment  ol' 
their  title  to  the  sections  of  land  reserved  for  them  in  the 
treaties  of  October,  1832.  Negotiations  have  also  been 
commenced  with  the  Indians  of  New  York,  for  the  extin- 
guishment of  their  title  to  lands  in  that  State,  and  for  their 
removal  to  the  west  of  the  Mississippi.  With  a  view  to 
the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  titie  to  the  country  be 
tween  the  State  of  Missouri  and  the  Missouri  river,  negotia- 
tions were  opened  with  the  tribes  interested  therein  for  the 
relinquishment  of  their  righis ;  and  treaties  to  that  efSxi 
have  already  been  concluded  with  the  lowas  and  Sacs  oi 
Missouri,  Omahas,  Yancton  and  Santie  Sioux,  and  Ottoe^ 
and  Missourias.  Measures  have  also  been  taken  for  open- 
ing negotiations  with  the  united  nation  of  Ottawaa,  Chip- 
pewas,  and  Pottawatamies,  for  an  exchange  of  the  lanes 
north  of  the  Missouri  river,  assigned  to  them  by  the  treatr 
of  Chicago  of  1833,  for  lands  south  of  that  river  ;  and  witi*. 
the  Miamies,  for  a  cession  of  their  lands  in  Indiana. 

The  Commissioner  points  out  several  defects  in  the  law 
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relative  to  Indian  affairs,  and,  for  the  purpose  of  remedjing 
those  defects,  submits  various  proiKwitions,  to  which  I  beg 
leave  to  call  your  attention,  as  worthy  of  being  presented  to 
the  consideration  of  Congress.  He  also  recommends  the 
removal  of  the  seat  of  the  superintendency  of  Indian  ai&irs 
from  St.  Louis  (where  it  is  now  fixed  by  law)  to  Fort 
Leavenworth,  or  some  other  point  on  the  Missouri  river : 
and  the  substitution  of  full  agencies  for  the  present  sub- 
agencies  of  the  Creeks,  Cherokecs,  and  Osages,  as  meas- 
ures rendered  nccessnry  by  the  onerous  nature  o(  the  duties 
now  pressing  on  the  incumbents  of  those  offices,  and  by  the 
great  accessions  recently  made,  and  hereafter  to  be  made, 
to  the  tribes  west  of  the  Mississippi. 

Prom'the  facts  stated  by  the  Commissioner,  it  would 
seem  that  the  proviso  to  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1835, 
making  appropriations  for  the  Delaware  breakwater,  dec. 
operates  harshly  on  the  military  officers  in  the  Indian  de- 
partment. I  concur  in  the  propriety  of  asking  from  Con- 
gress, as  an  act  of  justice  to  those  officers,  the  allowance  of 
a  commission  on  disbursements,  as  recommended  by  the 
Commissioner. 

Connected  with  the  general  subject  of  our  Indian  rela- 
tions are  two  measures,  proposed  by  the  Commissioner, 
which  I  deem  of  great  moment.  They  are,  the  organiza- 
tion of  an  efficient  system  for  the  protection  and  government 
of  the  Indian  coimtry  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  the 
establishment  of  military  posts  for  the  protection  of  that 
country  and  of  our  own  frontiers,  in  addition  to  those  now 
authorized  by  law. 

These  measures  are  due  to  the  numerous  tribes  whom 
we  have  planted  id  this  extensive  territory,  and  to  the 
pledges  and  encouragement*  by  which  they  were  induced 
to  consent  to  a  change  of  residence.  We  may  now  be  said 
to  have  consummated  the  policy  of  emigration,  and  to  have 
entered  on  an  era  full  of  interest  to  both  parties.  It  involves 
the  last  hopes  of  humanity  in  respect  to  the  Indian  tribes; 
and  though,  to  the  United  Slates,  its  issues  cannot  be 
equally  momentous,  they  yet  deeply  concern  our  prosperity 
aiid  honor.  It  therefore  behooves  us,  at  this  juncture,  se- 
liously  to  examine  the  relations  which  exist  between  the 
United  States  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  Indian  country,  to 
look  into  the  duties  which  deirolvc  on  us,  and  to  mature  a 
system  of  measures  foe  their  just  and  constant  execution. 

In  almost  every  treaty  providing  for  the  emigration  of  an 
Indian  tribe,  the  impossibility  of  preser\'ing  it  from  extinc- 
tion if  left  within  the  limits  of  any  of  the  States  or  organ- 
ized Territories  of  the  United  States,  and  thus  exposed  to 
the  advances  of  the  white  population,  is  expressly  recog- 
nised. The  advantages  which  the  tribe  will  derive  from  its 
establishment  in  a  territory  to  be  exclusively  occupied  by 
red  men,  under  the  solemn  guaranties  and  the  paternal  care 
of  the  United  States,  are  uniformly  insisted  on.  In  t^e 
treaty  with  the  Choctaws  of  the  27th  of  September,  1830, 
the  wish  of  the  tribes  to  be  allowed  the  privilege  of  a  dele- 
j^te  in  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States 
\i>  cxpre:i9ly  mentioned;  and  tliough  not  acceded  to  by  the 
romniissioners  of  the  United  States,  yet  they  insert  it  in 
the  treaty,  <*  that  Congress  may  consider  of  and  decide  the 
application." 

In  the  late  treaty  with  the  Cherokees  east  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, it  is  expressly  stipulated  *'  that  thoy  shall  be  entitled 
to  a  delegate  in  the  House  of  Representatives  whenever 
Congress  shall  make  provision  for  the  same."  It  is  not  to 
be  doubted  that  the  hopes  thus  held  out  to  these  tribes  had 
an  important  influence  in  determining  them  to  consent  to 
emigrate  to  their  new  homes  in  the  West. 

Although  some  of  the  Indians  have  made  considerable 
advances  in  civilization,  they  all  need  tho  guardianship  of 
the  United  States.  To  leave  them  to  the  barbarism  of  their 
own  institutions,  with  the  inadequate  assistance  of  an  agent 
and  the  slight  control  of  the  general  superintendent,  would 
be  imprudent  as  it  regards  ourselves,  ajid  unjust  towards 


them.  Under  such  a  system,  hostilities  will  frequently 
break  out  between  the  different  tribes,  and  sometimes  be- 
tween them  and  the  inhabitants  of  our  frontiers,  attended, 
in  both  cases,  by  the  usual  consequences  of  savage  warfare. 
To  fulfil  in  their  true  spirit  the  engagements  into  which  we 
have  entered,  we  must  institute  a  comprehensive  system  of 
guardianship,  adapted  to  the  circimistanccs  and  wants  of 
the  people,  and  calculated  to  lead  them  gradually  and  safely 
to  the  exercise  of  self-government.  And,  at  as  early  a  day 
as  circumstances  will  allow,  the  expectations  authorized  by 
the  passage  above  quoted  from  the  treaties  with  tho  Choc- 
taws and  Cherokees  should  be  fulfilled.  Indeed,  from  the 
facts  stated  by  the  Commissioner,  it  is  scarcely  to  be  doubt- 
ed that  the  Choctaws  are  already  in  a  condition  to  justify 
the  measure.  The  daily  presence  of  a  native  delegate  on 
tho  floor  of  tho  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States,  presenting,  as  occasion  may  require,  to  that  digni- 
fied assembly,  the  interests  of  his  people,  would,  more  than 
any  other  single  act,  attest  to  the  world  and  to  the  Indian 
tribes  the  sincerity  of  our  endeavors  for  their  preservation 
and  happiness.  In  the  successful  issue  of  these  endeavors, 
we  shall  find  a  more  precious, and  durable  accession  to  the 
glory  of  our  country  than  by  any  triumph  we  can  achieve 
in  arts  or  in  arms. 

The  duty  of  planting  a  line  of  posts  near  the  bordera  of 
the  Indian  country,  and  of  opening  along  it  a  free  commu- 
nication for  the  passage  of  troops,  has  already  been  recog- 
nised by  the  present  Congress,  by  the  act  of  the  2d  of  July, 
1836,  *<  to  provide  for  the  better  protection  of  the  Western 
frontier.**  This  law  authorizes  the  President  to  cause  to 
be  opened  a  military  road  from  some  point  upon  the  right 
bank  of  the  Mississippi,  between  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Pe- 
ter's and  the  mouth  of  the  Des  Moines,  to  Red  river;  and 
it  contemplates  the  establishment  of  military  posts  "at  such 
places  along  said  road  as  the  President  may  deem  most 
proper**  for  the  protection  ef  the  frontier,  and  for  the  pres- 
ervation of  the  necessary  communication.  But  this  line  of 
posts,  though  it  will  probably  lie  sufficient,  if  well  garri- 
soned, to  protect  our  own  frontier,  will  not  be  all  that  cau- 
tion and  good  faith  will  require.  To  exerdse  the  neces- 
sary supervision  over  the  emigrated  Indians,  to  preserve 
peace  among  the  different  tribes,  and  to  protect  them  from 
their  savage  neighbors,  we  must  also  establish  posts  at 
convenient  positions  in  the  interior  of  their  country. 

The  establishment  and  maintenance  of  these  various 
posts  is  due  to  the  emigrated  tribes  for  other  reasons.  By 
the  most  sacred  pledges,  the  territory  in  which  we  have 
planted  them  is  to  be  perpetually  theirs ;  the  white  man, 
with  certain  specified  exceptions,  is  not  to  reside  among 
them.  Tho  pledges  have  been  given  in  the  utmost  sincer- 
ity, and  the  American  people  cannot  but  desire  that  they 
should  be  honorably  redeemed.  Without  a  strong  military 
force— a  force  adequate  to  repress  the  encroachments  of  the 
civilized  and  more  powerful  race,  how  can  we  hope  for 
their  fulfilment  1  In  the  history  of  the  Indian  tribes,  from 
the  Atlantic  to  the  Mississippi,  and,  indeed,  in  the  history 
of  barbarians  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe  when  pressed 
upon  by  a  civilized  population,  we  may  read  the  issue  of 
these  pledges,  unless  we  take  early  and  efficient  measures 
for  their  fulfilment.  The  measures  must  be  such  as  will 
arrest  the  causes  which,  in  all  other  cases,  have  ended  in 
the  extinction  of  the  weaker  race.  The  operation  of  those 
causes  cannot  be  controlled  by  parchment  guaranties,  or 
mere  moral  considerations ;  to  resist  and  counteract  them, 
a  physical  force  must  be  employed,  sufficiently  powerful 
and  vigilant  to  keep  them  constantly  in  check.  To  my 
view,  nothing  is  clearer  than  the  ultimate  failure  of  the 
great  experiment  we  have  commenced  with  the  emigrated 
Indians,  unless  we  'secure  to  them,  by  military  protection, 
tho  place  and  the  time  for  the  fair  trial  of  that  experiment. 
If  we  leave  them  unprotected,  they  will  fade  away  as  other 
tribes  have  faded ;  and  the  process,  as  ia  their  case*,  wiU 
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be  diveraified  by  the  same  sanguinary  erenta.  The  only 
difference  will  be,  that,  as  the  Indians  on  our  Western 
frontiers  are  concentrated  in  greater  force  than  has  ever  be- 
fore been  known  in  the  history  of  the  race,  their  inroads, 
if  not  more  frequent,  will  probably  be  more  terrible  and 
disastrous  than  any  which  have  yet  occurred. 

When  it  is  considered  that  the  emigration  of  the  present 
year  includes  great  numbers  recently  engaged  in  open  hos- 
tilities, and  tl^t,  besides  these,  there  are  probably  many 
others  who  cherish  unfriendly  feelings,  though  never  mani- 
fested in  overt  acts,  is  it  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  they 
will  seize  the  first  favorable  opportunity  to  gratify  the 
strongest  of  savage  passions,  and  to  re-enact  the  scenccs 
which  have  been  so  recently  exhibited  in  the  8outh  1  From 
them,  and  from  the  events  yet  passing  before  us,  we  may 
learn  how  much  of  individual  suffering  and  of  national  ca- 
lamity may  be  occasioned  by  even  a  small  Indian  force, 
organiied  by  stealth,  and  acting  with  characteristic  quick- 
ness and  ffsrocity.  If  those  events  shall  only  teach  us  to 
provide,  by  wise  forecast,  against  the  repetition  of  similar 
disasters,  they  will  not  have  been  without  their  use.  It  is 
to  guard  against  the  recurrence  of  any  such  event,  as  well 
as  to  fulfil  our  plighted  faith  to  the  tribes  now  settled  in  the 
West,  that  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  enforce,  at  such  length, 
the  views  presented  by  the  Commissioner. 

VI.  PzKsioirs,  dec. 

The  sums  paid  to  pension  agents  for  disbursementjt  du- 
ring the  current  year,  amount  to  two  millions  six  hundred 
and  ninety-nine  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty  dollars 
and  sixty-six  cents,  viz : 

For  paymg  invalid  pensioners       -  -    $276,450  00 

For  paying  revolutionary  pensioners,  under 

the  act  of  March  18,  1818         -  -       675,112  66 

For  paying  pensioners,  under  the  act  of  June 

7,  1832,  including  payments  made  in  135 

cases,  allowed  under  the  act  of  July  4» 

1836  ....  1,563,376  00 

For  paying  pensioners,  under  the  act  of  May 

15»  1828  ....       137,320  00 

For  paying  claims,  under  the  act  of  July  5, 

1882,  granting  half  pay  to  the  officers  of 

the  Virginia  State  troops  -  -         47,172  00 

^2,699,430  66 


The  particulars  of  which  will  appear  hy  the  report  of  the 
Commisctioner  of  Pensions  and  the  accompanying  tables. 

Under  the  act  of  the  4th  of  July  last,  granting  half  pay 
to  widows  and  orphans  in  certain  cases,  four  hundred  and 
thirty-six  claims  have  been  presented,  of  whigh  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty- five  have  been  admitted  and  twenty-two  re- 
jected. The  remainder  have  not  yet  received  official  de- 
cision. The  payments  already  made  under  this  act  have 
been  from  the  standing  appropriation  made  by  the  act  of 
June  7,  1832 ;  but  it  would  seem  to  be  more  appropriate 
that  they  should  be  specially  provided  for,  and  an  estimate 
for  that  purpose  will  accordingly  be  submitted. 

It  is  observed  by  General  Macomb,  and  also  by  the  Com- 
misBoner  of  Pensions,  in  their  reports,  that  the  existing 
pension  laws  do  not  extend  to  the-  widows  and  orphans  of 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  regular  army  all  the  benefits  now 
enjoyed  by  the  widows  of  officers  and  soldiera  in  other 
branches  of  the  service.  This  arises  from  the  circumstance 
that  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  the  4th  of  July  last  is  ex- 
pressly confined  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  persons  who 
served  as  militia  or  volunteers.  I  concur  in  the  suggcbtion 
that  this  difference  ought  to  be  removed.  The  third  sec- 
tion of  this  law  has  been  construed  to  apply  to  those  widows 
only  whose  husbands  died  before  its  passage.  As  this  con- 
struction, though  demanded  by  the  words  employed,  makes 
a  distinction  in  the  operation  of  the  law  which  may  not 
have  been  designed,  it  is,  perhaps,  worthy  of  being  aub- 
mitted  to  the  attention  of  Congress. 


It  appears  from  the  accompanying  report  uf  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Bounty  Land  Office,  that  eight  hundred  and 
seventy  -six  claims  for  services  rendered  in  the  revolution- 
ary war,  and  six  hundred  and  ninety-two  for  services  ren- 
dered during  the  last  war,  were  presented  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  30th  of  September  last;  and  that  of  Uke  for- 
mer, 40,  and  of  the  latter  and  similar  claims  previously 
presented  and  suspended,  128  were  allowed. 

VII.    Fiscal  Concebhs  of  the  Dkpabtmk^t. 

To  exhibit,  at  one  view,  a  summary  of  the  various  fiscal 
operations  of  this  Department  during  the  year  IS36,  I  have 
caused  to  be  prepared  the  tabular  statenient,  maiked  A, 
hereunto  annexed,  to  which  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  rffei. 

It  appears  from  that  document,  that,  on  the  1  at  day  of 
January,  1836,  the  various  sums  then  under  the  control  of 
the  Department,  as  unexpended  balances  of  former  a(^>rD- 
priations,  or  by  virtue  of  the  standing  appropriations  made 
by  the  revolutionary-pension  and  claims  acts  of  May  15, 
1828,  June  7,  1832,  and  July  5,  1832,  and  the  acts  of 
Ajfril  23,  1808,  and  April  29,  1616,  for  arming  and 
equipping  the  miUtia,  amounted,  in  the  aggregate,  to 
$6,675,746  12. 

The  estimates  made  by  this  Department  for  the  aerviie 
of  1836,  and  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  by  him  laid  before  Congress  at  the  conmaenccment  of 
the  last  session,  amounted  to  $8,393,282  49;  making  when 
added  to  the  above  sum  of  $5,675,746  12,  an  aggregate  of 
$14,069,028  61,  which  was  all  then  supposed  by  the  l)e> 
partment  to  be  required  for  the  service  of  1836,  on  account 
of  the  objects  then  authorized  by  law.  But,  in  consequence 
of  the  military  operations  which  became  necessary  during 
the  session,  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  with  the  Cbero- 
kees  and  oUier  Indian  tribes,  and  the  various  increased  or 
new  expenditures  directed  by  Congiess,  there  was  appro- 
priated at  the  last  session,  for  the  service  of  this  Depart  - 
ment,  an  aggregate  of  $23,242,831  28;  being  an  excess  of 
appropriations  over  the  estimates  of  $14,849,048  79;  and 
making,  when  added  to  the  unexpended  balances  and  stand- 
ing approfirialions  above  mentioned,  the  sum  of  $28,9 1 H,- 
077  40,  applicable  to  the  service  of  1836,  and  liable  to  be 
drawn  out  of  the  Treasury  during  the  year,  if  needed,  for 
disbursement;  although  it  was  doubtless  known,  when  the 
appropriations  were  made,  that  in  many  cases  only  jtorticns 
thereof  would  be  so  needed  during  the  year. 

During  the  first  three  quarters  of  the  year  1836,  there 
was  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  and  placed  in  the  hands  of 
disbursing  officers^  the  aggregate  amount  of  $  1 3, 5 1 4 ,456  27; 
the  expenditure  of  which,  so  far  as  the  accounts  have  been 
rendered  and  settled,  will  appear  by  the  reports  of  the  stt- 
eral  bureaus  and  of  the  accounting  officers,  hereunto  so- 
nexed. 

•  It  is  estimated  that  the  expenditures  which  will  be  made 
during  the  fourth  quarter  of  1836  will  amount  to  $6,807,- 
626  92.  In  this  sum  is  included  all  that  remained,  at  the 
end  of  the  third  quarter,  of  the  different  appropriations 
amounting  to  $5,000,000,  made  during  the  la«9tBcssion  for 
the  suppression  or  prevention  of  Indian  hostilities.  Indceu, 
those  appropriatioru  have  already  been  expended,  or  drawn 
from  the  Treasury  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  disbursing 
oflficcrs  for  expenditure. 

Should  the  expenditures  of  the  fourth  quarter  of  18)^ 
conform  to  the  preceding  estimate,  the  expenditures  of  tbr 
year  will  have  amounted  to  $20,322,083  19;  and  the  unex- 
pended balance  which  will  remain  in  the  Treasury  on  the 
31st  day  of  December,  1836,  applicable  to  the  senrice  of 
1837,  will  be  $8,595,994  21;  but  under  the  standing  ap- 
propriations for  pensions,  dtc,  and  for  arming  the  mifitii, 
above  mentioned,  there  will  also  be  under  the  control  of  tbe 
Department,  for  the  year  1837,  so  much  as  may  be  requi- 
red for  those  objects. 

The  aggregate  of  the  estimates  made  by  this  Department, 
for  the  service  of  the  year  1837,  and  transmitted  to  the  Sec- 
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In  oonaeqQenoe  of  the  indispoeition  of  the  Seminole  In- 
dians to  comply  with  the  treaty  stipulations  entered  into 
with  the  Govemmenty  in  regard  to  Uieir  emigrating  to  the 
country  west  of  the  Mississippi  allotted  to  Uiem,  and  the 
hostile  attitude  taken  by  some  of  their  principal  chiefii, 
three  companies  of  artillery  were  ordered,  on  the  84th  of 
November,  1834,  to  Tamba  bay ;  and  the  company  at  St. 
Augustine  was  at  the  aame  time  ordered  to  Fort  King,  then 
garrisoned  by  a  company  of  infantry.  The  same  order  pla- 
ced brevet  Brigadier  General  Clinch  in  command  of  the 
troops  in  Flimda.  On  the  14th  of  February,  1885,  five 
additional  companies  of  artillery  were  ordered  to  join  the 
command  of  General  Clinch,  in  Florida,  making  the  whole 
force  in  Florida  ten  companies.  On  the  22d  of  October, 
1836,  General  Clinch  was  authorized  to  order  the  two  com- 
panies of  artillery  from  ForlB  Wood  and  Pike,  Louisiana, 
to  Florida;  these,  with  the  two  companies  placed  at  his 
disposal  on  the  16th  of  October,  would  increase  his  com- 
mand to  14  companies.  On  the  9th  December,  1 885,  Gen- 
eral Clinch  was  informed  that  the  Governor  of  Florida  had 
been  requested  to  place  at  his  disposal  such  militia  force  as 
he  might  require.  It  appears  that,  on  the  80th  November, 
1835,  the  regular  force  in  Florida  consisted  of  11  compa- 
nies, amounting  to  536  officers  and  men,  and  posted  as  lol- 
lows : 

St.  Augustine,  1  company ;  Fort  King,  6  companies ; 
Fort  Brooke,  3  companies ;  and  Key  West,  1  company. 

The  four  companies  placed  at  the  disposal  of  General 
Clinch  in  October,  arrived  at  Fort  Brooke  between  the 
27th  of  November  and  28th  of  December. 

On  the  23d  December,  a  detachment  of  1 10  men,  inclu- 
ding officers,  took  up  the  march  from  Tampa  bay  for  Fort 
King,  to  join  General  Clinch.  On  the  fifth  day,  on  the 
march,  the  detachment  was  attacked  by  a  large  body  of  In- 
dians, concealed,  and  cut  ofiT,  with  the  exception  of  one  or 
two  men. 

On  the  29th  December,  General  Clinch,  with  six  com- 
panies of  regular  troops,  amounting  to  about  200  men,  pro- 
ceeded from  Fort  King  towards  the  Withlacoocheo,  to  attack 
the  Seminolee,  who  were  in  force  on  the  left  bank  of  that 
river.  In  this  expedition  he  was  joined  by  Governor  Call, 
with  between  400  and  500  volunteers  of  Florida. 

On  the  81  St  December,  General  Clinch,  with  the  regu- 
lar troops  under  his  command,  crossed  the  Withlacoochee. 
He  was  here  attacked  by  a  large  body  of  Indians,  and,  after 
a  minted  engagement,  the  Indians  were  finally  defeated 
and  fled  into  the  hammocks.  In  this  affiiir,  it  will  appear 
that  the  regular  troops  bore  the  brunt  of  the  action:  out  of 
the  200  regular  troops  who  crossed  the  river  with  General 
Clinch,  57  were  killed  or  wounded,  including  four  officers. 
Of  the  400  or  500  volunteers  who  had  joined  General 
Clinch  with  a  view  of  aiding  in  subduing  the  Indians,  only 
27  men  and  3  officers  took  part  in  the  action.  Why  so 
many  remained  out  of  the  action  is  not  explained.  Had 
the  same  teal  and  bravery  been  displayed  by  the  whole 
force  as  was  evinced  by  the  regular  troops,  there  is  little 
doubt  but  that  the  war  would  have  been  terminated  with 
the  battle  of  Withlacoochee. 

As  soon  as  information  of  this  affiiir  reacJied  the  War 
Department,  it  was  determined,  lest  the  communication 
witii  General  Clinch  might  be  interrupted,  to  call  on  the 
Governor  of  South  Carolina  to  place  at  the  disposal  of 
General  Eustis,  commanding  officer  at  Charleston,  such  a 
force  as  he  might  call  for,  which  was  accordingly  done,  and 
this  officer  was  directed  to  proceed  with  that  force,  together 
with  the  United  States  troops  stationed  at  Charleston  and 
Savannah,  to  St.  Augustine,  thence  to  open  a  communica- 
tion with  General  Clinch,  and  co-operate  with  him. 

About  this  time  it  was  intimated  to  the  War  Department 
that  there  was  reason  to  apprehend  that  parties  of  Uie  Creek 
Indians  might  join  the  Seminoles.  In  consequence  of  this 
intimation,  and  from  the  belief  that  the  operations  might 


retary  of  the  Treasury,  to  be  included  in  his  general  esti- 
mate to  be  laid  before  Congress,  is  $10,758,431  33;  which, 
if  confirmed  by  the  requisite  appropriations,  will  make, 
when  added  to  the  balance  of  #8,595,994  21,  estimated  to 
remain  in  the  Treasury  on  the  31st  day  of  December,  1836, 
an  aggregate  of  $19,364,425  54,  applicable  to  the  service 
of  1837;  besides  the  amount  which  may  be  required  from 
the  standing  appropriations  above  mentioned. 

The  various  bureaus  and  offices  of  the  Department  to 
which  the  sums  making  the  above-mentioned  aggregates 
are  respectively  referrible,  will  appear  by  the  table  annexed, 
marked  A;  and  the  details  of  each  aggregate,  except  those 
of  the  estimates,  will  appear  in  the  documents  from  those 
bureaus  and  from  the  accounting  officers  accompanying  this 
report.  The  details  of  the  estimates  for  1837  are  included 
in  the  statement  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, as  above  mentioned. 

The  estimates  for  the  year  1837  include  only  those  ob- 
jects which  are  authorized  by  existing  laws.  The  estimates 
for  the  Engineer  office,  the  Topographical  bureau,  and  the 
Ordnance  department,  embrace,  in  accordance  with  the 
usual  course  of  legislation,  various  amounts  which,  when 
added  to  the  present  unexpended  balances,  will  constitute, 
in  the  case  of  each  of  those  bureaus,  an  aggregate  amount 
much  lai^;er,  in  all  probability,  than  can  bo  actually  ex- 
pended in  A«  year  1837. 

On  the  otiier  hand,  the  estimates  above  mentioned  in- 
clude nothing  for  the  suppression  of  Indian  hostilities,  nor 
for  new  works,  or  any  other  objects  not  already  authorized 
by  law. 

A  further  appropriation  is  immediately  needed  for  the 
suppression  and  prevention  of  Indian  hostilities,  including 
the  maintenance  of  the  volunteers  on  the  Southwestern 
frontier.  The  subject  does  not  admit  of  specific  estimates; 
hot  there  is  danger  that  at  least  $1,000,000  will  be  re- 
quired for  this  purpose. 

In  concluding,  I  desire  to  express  my  obligations  to  the 
experienced  and  able  heads  of  the  several  branches  of  the 
Department,  for  the  aid"  they  have  given  me  in  the  prepara* 
tion  of  this  report  Having  very  lecently  undertsken  the 
temporary  care  of  the  Deportment,  and  many  of  its  sSEun 
being  very  foreign  to  my  ordinary  studies  and  pursuits,  I 
have  had,  in  this  matter  as  well  as  in  others,  constant  oc- 
casion for  their  assistance.  They  cannot  be  held  responsi- 
ble for  all  the  suggestions  contained  in  this  paper;  but  from 
me,  at  least,  are  justly  entitled  to  this  tribute. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  wi^  high  respect,  your  obe* 
dient  servant, 

B.  F.  BUTLER, 
Secretary  of  Vf or  ad  interim. 

To  the  Pbrsidxht  of  the  United  States, 

REPORT  OF  THE  MAJOR  GENERAL* 

HsAvauABTsas  or  thb  AmniT, 
Waahington,  November^  1836. 
8ib:  In  compliance  with  the  instructions  of  the  acting 
Secretary  of  War,  under  date  of  the  9th  of  September  last, 
I  have  the  honor,  herewith,  to  submit  the  following  state- 
ments and  returns : 

1.  A  report  showing  the  organization  of  the  army,  mark- 
ed A. 

2.  A  general  return  of  the  army,  marked  B. 

3.  Distribution  of  the  troops  in  the  Eastern  department, 
marked  C. 

4.  Distribution  of  the  troops  in  the  Western  department, 
marked  D. 

5.  Statement  showing  the  number  of  recruits  enlisted  in 
the  array  from  the  Ist  of  January,  1836,  marked  £. 

Since  my  Isst  annual  report  giving  an  account  of  the 
operations  of  the  army,  the  troops  have  been  variously  en- 
gaged. 
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become  more  exteaded.  Major  General  ScoU  waa  ordered, 
on  the  2Ut  January,  to  proceed  to  the  theatre  of  hostilitiea, 
and  there  aaaume  the  command.  He  was  inTeated  with 
authority  to  call  on  the  Executivea  of  Florida  and  the  ad- 
joining Statea  for  auch  militia  force  as  he  might  deem  ne> 
ceaaary;  at  the  aame  time,  six  companiea  of  artilleTy  and 
100  dragoon  recruita,  all  from  the  aeaboard,  were  ordered 
to  Florida.  It  waa  eatimated  that  the  whole  number  of 
regular  troopa  in  Florida  and  on  their  way  at  that  time 
amounted  to  1,200,  including  ofiicera. 

While  General  Scott  waa  making  hia  preparationa  for  the 
campaign.  General  Gainea,  who  waa  at  Fenaacola,  hearing 
of  the  hoffitile  conduct  of  the  Seminolea,  and  of  tlie  attack 
made  by  them  on  the  detachment  which  marched  from 
Tampa  bay  on  the  28d  of  December,  immediately  proceed- 
ed to  New  Orleana,  and  there,  with  the  aaaiatance  of  the 
GoTemor  of  Louisiana  and  the  citizens  of  that  place,  raited 
a  corps  o£  volunteora  of  about  1 ,000  men,  and  with  the  detach- 
ment of  the  regular  troopa  in  that  vicinity,  proceeded  to 
Tampa  bay,  and  thence  marched  to  Fort  King,  and  from 
Fort  King  to  the  Withlacoochee,  near  to  the  batt!o-giound 
of  General  Clinch,  where  he  encountered  the  Indiana. 
Finding  hia  provisions  and  ammunition  nearly  conaumed, 
he  formed  a  camp,  protected  by  fallen  timber,  and  aent  a 
despatch  to  General  Clinch,  at  Fort  Drane,  for  aurpliea. 
In  thia  situation,  he  was  relieved  by  the  arrival  of  General 
Clinch  with  provisiona,  when  the  whole  force  moved  to 
Fort  Drane,  when  General  Gabea,  in  conaequence  of  pre- 
vious ordera  received  by  him  to  repair  to  the  frontier  of 
Louisiana,  turned  hia  command  over  to  General  Clinch, 
and  left  Florida.  About  thia  time  General  ScoU  reached 
Fort  Drane,  for  the  purpose  of  prosecuting  the  war  accord- 
ing to  his  plan  of  operations. 

With  a  conaiderable  force  of  regular  troops  and  volun- 
teers he  marched  into  the  Indian  country,  in  throe  divisions, 
one  conducted  by  General  Clinch,  from  Fort  Drane,  one 
by  General  Eustis,  from  Volusia,  and  another  by  Colonel 
Lindsey,  from  Tampa  bay,  concentrating  on  a  point  near 
the  Withlacoochee,  where  the  Indiana  were  believed  to  be 
imbodied.  After  a  fruitless  search  for  the  enemy,  the  three 
divisions  finally  concentrated  at  Tampa  bay,  where  find- 
ing the  term  of  aervice  of  the  volunteers  had  nearly  expir- 
ed, and  the  season  near  at  hand  when,  in  the  opinion  of 
General  Scott,  it  would,  on  account  of  the  insalubrity  of 
tlie  climate,  be  unsafe  longer  to  keep  the  field,  he  deter- 
mined to  return  with  his  troops  through  the  Indian  coun- 
try bordering  on  the  Withlacoochee,  stUi  with  a  hope  of 
finding  the  Indians  and  bringing  them  to  battle.  But 
again  failing  to  do  so,  General  Scott  ordered  the  volunteers 
to  be  discharged,  and  distributed  the  regulars  in  positions 
proper  to  cover  the  frontier,  fiad  at  the  same  time  to  give 
repose  to  them  after  the  fatigues  and  sufferings  of  long  and 
painful  marches.  General  Scottreturned  to  St  Augustine, 
aiid  there  learning  that  hostilities  had  broken  out  among  the 
Creek  Indians  in  Georgia  and  Alabama,  led  Florida  about 
the  2 1  Bt  of  May,  and  repaired,  according  to  orders  previ- 
ously  received  by  him  from  the  War  Department,  to  Co- 
lumbus, in  Georgia.  Not  knowing  whetlier  General  Scott, 
in  consequence  of  his  ill  health  as  reported  by  him,  would 
be  able  to  take  the  direction  of  aifains  in  the  Creek  country, 
brevet  Major  General  Jesup  was  in  the  month  of  May  in- 
vested with  the  command,  and  charged  with  the  removal 
of  the  Creeks  to  the  lands  allotted  them  beyond  the  Mis- 
sissippi. In  order  to  enable  him  to  carry  into  effect  hia  in- 
structiona,  authority  was  given  him  to  call  out  a  auitable 
volunteer  force  from  the  adjoining  States  and  Territory, 
all  the  remaining  troops  on  the  seacoast,  including  the 
marine  corps,  were  placied  at  his  disponl,  making  a  force 
in  regular  troops  of  about  1,600  men,  ajad  of  volunteers 
9,000.  Generals  Scott  and  Jesup  met  at  Columbus,  and 
there  concerted  and  arranged^  the  plan  of  operations.  It 
being  determined  by  the  Executive  to  leave  the  direction  of 


the  Creek  afiairs  in  the  hands  of  General  Jesup^  General 
Scott  was,  on  the  28th  day  of  June  last,  recalled,  when  he 
resumed  the  command  of  the  Eastern  department  Gen- 
eral Jeaup,  having  a  competent  force,  caused  the  hostile 
Creeks  to  aubmit;  and  having  ftilfiUed  the  object  of  his  ap- 
pointment, he  diacharged  all  the  voluntera  except  the  Ten- 
neaeee  brigade,  amounting  to  about  1,500  mounted  men, 
and  the  regular  troops,  which  he  retained  for  prosecuting 
the  war  againat  the  Seminolea,  under  Governor  Call,  of 
Florida,  who  had  been  inveated  with  the  command  of  the 
troops  in  Florida,  and  charged  with  the  conduct  of  the  war 
in  that  quarter. 

Whilst  preparations  were  making  for  entering  Florida 
with  additional  troopa,  eeveral  handsome  aflaira  took  place 
between  the  regulara  and  the  Indiana,  in  all  of  which  the 
regular  force  was  successful  against  superior  numbers,  es- 
pecially at  Micanopy  and  Fort  Drane. 

General  Jesup  was  directed  to  assume  the  command  in 
Florida  as  aoon  aa  he  could  accompliah  his  arrangements 
for  sending  off  the  Creeks  to  the  westward;  but  his  instruc- 
tions, by  some  accident,  did  not  reach  him.  He,  how- 
ever, met  Governor  Call  at  Tallahassee  in  the  month  of 
September,  when  the  Governor  offered  to  resign  to  him  the 
command;  but  as  the  Governor  had  made  his  arrangements 
for  the  campaign.  General  Jesup  declined  taking  the  com- 
mand, but  entered  into  the  views  of  Governor  Call,  and 
conaented  to  act  with  a  body  of  troopa  in  aid  thereof. 

On  the  19th  day  of  September,  Governor  Call,  with 
the  Tennessee  mounted  volunteers,  and  about  one  hundred 
and  forty  Florida  militia,  marched  to  Suwannee  Old  Town, 
with  ten  daya*  rationa.  He  was  met  at  Fort  Drane  by  l»'e- 
vet  Lieutenant  Colonel  Pierce,  of  the  regular  army,  with 
a  supply  of  provisions  for  about  seven  daya  more,  and  1 60 
men  of  the  regular  army,  who  had  been  atationed  at  Ga- 
rey'a  ferry.  On  the  receipt  of  thia  supply.  Governor  Call 
made  a  forward  movement  to  the  Withlacoochee,  when  hia 
advanced  parties  skirmished  with  the  Indians,  but  owing 
to  the  rise  of  the  waters  of  that  river,  it  having  overflowed 
its  banks,  the  troops  were  unable  te  ford  it 

Governor  Call  finding  his  supplies  of  provisiona  ahort, 
and  having  no  depota  establishetd  in  the  country,  he  was 
obliged  to  retire  upon  Fort  Drane  with  his  whole  force. 
The  regular  troops,  and  the  friendly  Indians  under  Cap- 
tain Lane,  who  afterwards  joined  him,  he  retained  in  that 
position,  and  sent  the  Tennessee  brigade  to  Garey'a  ferry, 
until  he  could  establiah  hia  depota  of  provisions  more  in 
advance,  and  resume  offensive  operations. 

While  Governor  Call  was  on  his  march  to  the  Withla- 
coochee, General  Jesup  was  using  his  endeavors  to  send 
the  regular  troops,  marines,  and  the  regiment  of  friendly 
Creeks  above  mentioned,  to  Tampa  bay;  but,  owLog  t? 
the  fall  of  the  water  in  the  Appalachicola,  the  tranaporU 
could  not  navigate  that  river  without  great  difficolty  and  a 
considerable  loss  of  time.  The  friendly  Indians  under  Cap- 
tain Lane,  however,  with  a  small  detachment  of  regular 
troops,  reached  Tampa  about  the  6th  of  October,  an*! 
proceeded  towards  the  main  body  under  Governor  Call,  and 
having  paaaed  through  the  Seminole  country,  joined  that 
officer  at  Fort  Drane.  General  Jeaup  had  been  in  the  mean 
time  to  Tampa,  but  finding  there  but  few  supplies  and  no 
means  of  transport,  returned  to  St  Maria's  and  ordered 
from  New  Orleans  the  necessary  supplies  and  ^uipage, 
and  by  our  last  advices  is  using  his  endeavors  to  get  on  th** 
remaining  troops,  consisting  of  the  marine  corps  and  de- 
tachments of  the  regular  army. 

The  troops  on  the  Northwestern  frontier  have  been  in 
motion  from  the  Miasiaaippi  to  the  lakea,  within  tbe  \V*i»- 
consin  Territoiy,  with  a  view  of  producing  some  eficct  oo 
the  Winnebago  and  other  tribes  of  Indians  in  that  qusuter, 
said  to  be  disposed  to  be  mischievous,  but  have  resumed 
their  respective  stationa.  These  movements  had  the  de- 
sired effect 
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To  the  month  of  Januaiy  Major  General  Gainw  waa  or* 
derod  to  the  western  frontier  of  Louinana,  to  aanime  the 
-  personal  command  of  all  the  troops  of  the  United  States 
emplojed  in  any  part  of  the  region  adjoining  the  Mexican 
boundary,  and  in  February,  the  6th  regiment  of  infantry 
waa  ordered  from  Jefferson  barracks  to  Fort  Jesnp,  a  post 
within  25  miles  of  the  Sabine,  with  a  view  of  protecting 
the  frontier  from  the  incoislons  of  the  Indians,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  keep  peace  among  the  Indian  tribes  themselves^ 
which  inhabit  the  adjoining  country. 

Instructions  were  also  given  to  General  Gainea  to  fulfil 
the  treaty  stipulations  entered  into  between  Mexico  and  the 
United  States  in  reference  to  the  Indians  on  the  Western 
frontier,  whether  belonging  to  the  territory  of  the  United 
Stales  or  Mexico,  and  espedally  to  maintain  a  strict  neu* 
tiality  in  regard  to  the  contending  parties  in  Texas. 

From  information  received  by  General  GUnes  that  the 
Indians  meditated  hostilities,  he  conceived  it  his  duty  to 
call  on  the  Executives  of  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Tennea- 
see,  and  Alabama,  for  a  force  consisting  of  tnree  brigades 
and  one  battalion,  to  aid  him  in  maintaining  peace  on  the 
frontiers,  and  repelling  any  attack  from  the  Indians.  Short- 
ly aiter^  finding  that  he  had  been  deceived  in  reference  to 
the  intentions  of  the  Indians,  he  recalled  his  requisition  far 
militia  on  the  States  above  mentioned,  before  they  could 
be  imbodied. 

At  a  subsequent  period.  General  Gaines  becoming  con- 
▼inc^  that  the  necessity  of  a  military  force  on  the  frontier 
did  actually  exist,  repeated  his  requiaition  for  militia,  which 
proceeding  being  disapproved  by  the  President,  they  did 
not  march  to  the  frontiers.  The  General,  however,  as  a 
precautionrnfy  measure,  ordered  the  squadron  of  United 
States  dragoons,  and  six  companies  of  the  7th  regiment  of 
infantry  stationed  at  Fort  Gibson,  to  march  to  Fort  Tow- 
son,  on  the  Red  river,  where  they  arrived  about  the  17th 
of  May,  and  finally  pushed  these  corps  in  advance,  as  far 
as  Nacogdoches,  where  they  still  were  at  the  last  reports 
from  that  place,  dated  ui  September.  A  camp  was  also 
formed  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Sabine. 

From  the  reports  recdved  from  the  commanding  officer 
of  Nacogdoches,  he  is  of  opinion  that  there  is  no  necessity 
for  the  continuance  of  the  force  at  that  place;  and  from  the 
views  taken  of  the  state  of  aflbirs  on  the  Mexican  finontier 
by  the  general  officer  who  has  succeeded  General  Gaines 
in  the  immediate  command  in  that  quarter,  and  the  instruc- 
tiuns  he  has  received,  the  belief  is  entertained  that,  by  this 
time,  the  United  States  troops  at  Nacogdoches  have  been 
withdrawn  and  returned  to  their  respective  stations  within 
our  border. 

By  instructions  from  the  War  Department,  brevet  Brig- 
adier General  Wool  waa  directed  to  proceed  to  the  Chero- 
kee country,  with  a  view  of  settling  the  difficulties  and  al- 
laying the  exdtementa  which  prevailed  among  different 
parties  of  that  tribe,  leat  they  ahonld  eventually  lead  to  open 
rupture.  A  competent  force  of  volunteera  was  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  General  Wool  to  check  any  irregularities, 
and  to  maintain  order.  General  Wool  is  still  on  that  duty, 
but  mrith  a  veiy  limited  force,  having  brought  matters  to 
•uch  a  state  as  not  to  require  more  at  present. 

Carly  in  the  season,  Inspector  General  Wool  made  a  tour 
alon^  the  coast,  and  inspected  the  troops  and  arsenals,  and 
reported  favorably  of  their  condition;  but  having  been  or- 
dered to  the  Cherokee  country  to  take  charge  of  affairs 
therr^  ae  well  as  the  command  of  a  portion  of  the  volun- 
teers called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  his  inspec- 
tions have  in  consequence  been  limited.  Inspector  Gen- 
eral Croghan  is  now  on  a  tour  of  inspection  up  the  Missis- 
sippiy  and  along  the  Western  frontier;  no  report  has,  as  yet, 
been  received  from  him. 

I  f9e\  it  my  duty  to  report  to  the  War  Department  the 
insuflicieney  of  the  present  military  estabtiahment  for  the 
puxpoeO  of  protecting  the  frontiers,  and  garrisoning  the 


forts  on  the  seacoast,  and  of  performing  the  many  and  ar- 
duous duties  required  of  the  troops.  It  was  proposed  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress  to  increase  the  army  by  aug- 
menting the  rank  and  file,  ao  as  to  make  the  whole  number 
ten  thousand  men;  and,  at  the  instance  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  I  submitted  a  project  for  that  purpose,  dated  the  7th 
of  March,  1636,  which  was  communicated  to  Congress  by 
him  on  the  following  day,  and  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer. 

The  regiments  of  artUlery  and  in&ntry  have,  since  the 
late  war  with  Great  Britain,  been  placed  on  the  lowest  pos- 
sible establishment  as  to  rank  and  file,  consistent  with  a 
regard  to  the  preservation  of  military  knowledge  and  dis- 
cipline among  them;  but  for  operations  in  the  face  of  an 
enemy,  the  rank  and  file  were  reduced  too  low  for  any  effi- 
cient service,  a  company  of  artillery  having,  when  full,  only 
forty-eight  rank  and  file,  and  that  of  the  infantry  forty-six. 
Taking  into  consideration  the  short  period  of  enlistment* 
which  is  now  three  years;  the  fatigue  and  exposure  of  the 
troops  when  in  the  field,  which  is  for  the  most  part  in  wil- 
derness countries,  where  there  are  to  be  had  no  other  com- 
forts than  those  they  carry  with  them;  the  diseases  to  which 
they  are  subjected  by  constant  exposure,  especially  in  in- 
salubrious climates,  without  reckoning  the  casuidties  of 
war,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  any  company  will  be  able, 
one  month  after  taking  the  field,  to  present,  under  arms, 
more  than  two-thirds  of  its  original  number;  for,  independ- 
ently of  the  casualtiea  just  alluded  to,  the  soldiers  of  the  reg- 
ular army  are  obliged  to  become  the  driven  of  the  trains  of 
artillery,  of  provisions,  and  of  other  supplies,  as  well  as  the 
laborers  on  all  occasions  where  labor  for  the  service  is  re- 
quired, as  no  troops  for  these  special  duties  are  provided  by 
law  in  the  American  army  as  are  in  other  services;  and 
experience  has  proved,  wherever  militia  and  volunteers  have 
been  called  into  the  service,  that  these  duties  have  devolved 
on  the  regular  troops.  I  would  then  recommend,  in  order 
to  render  the  army  efficient  and  capable  of  performing  all  the 
duties  required  of  it,  as  well  as  on  the  score  of  economy,  that 
every  company  of  artillery  and  infantry  be  augmented  to 
one  hundred  rank  and  file,  so  that  there  may  always  be  in 
Mch  regiment  for  duty,  with  arms,  a  respectable  force. 

I  would  also  respectfully  submit  to  your  consideration  the 
propriety  of  increasing  the  ncunber  of  officers  in  the  Engi- 
neer department,  including  the  topographical  engineers,  in 
the  Ordnance  department,  and  in  the  Quartermaster*s  de- 
partment. The  duties  required  of  these  several  staff  de- 
partments have  been  so  extensive  and  multifarious  that  they 
nave  not  been  able  to  perform  them  without  the  aid  of  a 
great  number  of  officers  from  the  line  of  the  army,  and  con- 
sequently has  measurably ^iiminished  the  efficiency  of  the 
regiments  from  which  these  officers  have  been  vrithdrawn. 
It  would  be  better,  in  my  opinion,  to  provide  at  once  a 
sufficient  number  of  officers  for  the  several  branches  of  the 
service,  and  to  organize  them  into  distinct  corps  or  depart- 
ments, so  that,  being  constantly  employed  on  one  duty,  they 
vrill  be  better  acquainted  with  that  duty,  and  more  compe- 
tent to  perform  it.  The  chie&  of  the  several  branches  of 
the  stafiT  vrill,  in  their  reports,  indicate  what  is  required  to 
render  their  respective  branches  of  the  service  most  effi- 
cient. 

In  closing  this  report,  I  beg  leave  to  draw  your  attention 
to  the  fiu;t  that  there  is  no  provision  made  by  law  for  the  wid- 
ows and  orphans  of  the  officers  of  the  regular  army  who  may 
die  in  consequence  of  wounds  or  diseases  contracted  by  expo- 
sure in  the  service;  while  there  is  a  provision  of  that  nature 
for  all  other  descriptions  of  troops,  whether  militift,  rangers, 
sea-fencibles,  or  volunteers,  as  will  appear  by  the  act  of  the 
4th  July,  1830.  There  are  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
several  meritorious  officers  and  soldiers  to  whom  the  exten- 
sion of  the  provisions  of  that  law  would  be  a  great  relief, 
and  I  trust  that  you  will  see  the  justice  or  urging  on  Con- 
gress the  application  of  that  law  to  the  members  of  the  reg- 
ular army. 
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I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 

ALEXANDER  MACOMB, 
Major  General^  commanding  in  chief. 
To  the  Hon.  B,  r.  Butlxb, 

Secretary  of  War  ad  interim, 

LETTER  OF  THE  ADJUTANT  GENERAL. 


Adjutaht  Gsitkral^s  Office, 
Washingtanf  November  26,  1836. 

Sib  :  The  importance  of  the  subject,  I  trust,  will  justify 
me  in  respectfully  requesting  your  attention  to  the  corre- 
spondence of  your  predecessor,  Mr.  Cass,  with  Mr.  Pres- 
ton and  Mr.  Goldsborough,  of  the  Senate,  and  members  of 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  relative  to  the  proposed 
augmentation  of  the  General  Staff,  when  the  new  bill  for 
increattug  the  army  was  under  revision  in  June  last.  The 
correspondence  referred  to,  and  the  incipient  measures  then 
taken  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  will  be  found  on  the  rec- 
ords of  the  War  office.  As  the  time  and  occasion  for  a 
recurrence  to  this  subject  appear  to  be  proper,  it  may  be 
also  useful  now  briefly  to  advert  to  former  organizations  of 
the  general  staff  of  the  army  ;  since  a  retrospect  to  the  well- 
adjusted  systems,  under  ohiolete  laws,  may  serve  to  show 
the  importance  of  the  Adjutant  Generars  department  of  the 
staff  at  former  periods  of  the  service,  and  now  aid  in  form- 
ing a  more  just  estimate  of  its  usefulness  and  relative  value. 

After  various  modifications  of  the  general  staff  pending 
the  declaration  of  and  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, the  act  of  March  3,  1818,  provided  for  one  adjutant 
and  one  inspector  general  of  the  army,  with  the  rank  of 
brigadier  genieral,  and  eight  adjutants  general  of  division, 
each  with  the  rank  of  colonel  of  cavalry.  The  duties  of  a 
division  adjutant  general  were  limited  to  the  particular  di- 
vision in  which  he  served,  while  those  of  the  adjutant  and 
inspector  general  extended  to  the  entire  army ;  being  then, 
as  the  adjutant  general  now  is,  stationed  in  the  War  office, 
and  then  an  indispensable  functionary  of  that  department 
of  the  Executive  Government.  The  Inspector's  depart- 
ment consisted  of  eight  inspectors  general,  each  with  the 
rank  ef  colonel  of  infantry,  and  sixteen  assistants,  with  the 
rank  of  major.     (See  organization  No,  I  of  the  table.) 

At  the  close  of  the  war,  in  1815,  nearly  the  entire  staff 
of  the  army  was  abolished ;  but  such  were  the  requirements 
of  the  public  service,  that  President  Madison  provisionally 
retained  such  branches  of  the  staff  as  were  deemed  to  be 
indispensably  necessary  for  the  service.  Of  this  provision- 
al stafi^  so  retained,  were  the  adjutant  and  inspector  gener- 
al of  the  army,  and  two  adjutants  general  of  aivieion^  each 
of  whom  was  assigned  to  one  moiety  of  the  army  for  duty 
with  the  troop«,  under  the  orders  of  the  respective  com- 
manding generals,  while  the  principal  staff  officer,  with  the 
rank  of  brigadier,  continued  to  discharge  his  important 
functions  in  the  War  office.  The  act  of  April  24,  1816, 
confirmed  the  provisional  arrangement  of  the  President ; 
and  the  staff,  retained  in  virtue  of  his  authority,  was  now 
incorporated  in  the  permanent  peace  establishment.  {See 
organization  No.  2  of  the  table. )  This  organization  of 
the  staff,  under  the  confirmatory  act  of  1816,  was  still  less 
perfect  than  it  should  have  been ;  and,  among  other  improve- 
ments, as  seen  by  the  act  of  the  14th  of  April,  1818,  it  was 
further  completed  by  the  addition  of  another  important  offi- 
cer, that  of  quartermaster  general  of  the  army,  with  the 
rank  of  brigadier ;  and,  like  the  adjutant  and  inspector  gen- 
eral of  the  army,  he  was  also  assigned  to  doty  in  the  War 
office.     (See  organization  No.  3  of  the  table.) 

This  efficient  and  harmonious  system,  which  the  expe- 
rience of  the  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  six  years'  subse- 
quent peace,  had  tested  and  matured,  continued  in  success- 
ful operation  until  the  reduction  of  the  army  in  1821,  when 
the  whole  structure  was  greatly  disturbed  and  impaired. 


The  department  of  orders  and  military  correspondence,  ol 
inspection,  instruction,  du^,  was  reduced,  dismembeied, 
and  nearly  broken  up.  The  incumbents  were  all  disband- 
ed, namely,  the  adjutant  and  inspector  general  of  the  arm;, 
the  two  adjutants  general  of  division,  and  their  foar  aisUt- 
ants ;  and,  in  lieu  of  these,  one  adjutant  general  was  re- 
tained, on  whom  devolved  all  the  duties  of  the  central  office 
of  orders  and  military  correspondence  in  the  War  Depaiv 
ment,  with  the  reduced  rank  of  colonel,  being  the  precue 
grade  of  the  staff  officer  which  had  been  deemed,  forioeriy, 
to  be  910  more  than  requisite  for  a  single  division  of  the 
army.  *  The  only  staff  officers  of  the  adjutant  snd  inapect- 
or  general's  department  retained  for  habitual  duties  with  the 
troops  in  the  field,  or  in  garrison,  were  the  division  inspect 
ors  general,  whose  services  generally  alternate  between  the 
Eastern  and  Western  departments,  a  geographicsl  arnoge- 
ment  analogous  to  the  previous  North  and  South  diviaiooi 
of  the  army.  The  four  assistant  inspectors  were  also  dis- 
banded under  the  act. 

It  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  public  service  has  sufferel, 
and  continues  to  suffer,  for  want  of  an  adequate  &uS  (ot 
service  in  the  field,  and  habitual  duty  with  the  troops 
This  has  been  demonstrated  in  our  recent  military  open- 
tions ;  and  the  lamentable  deficiency,  both  in  number  asd 
of  the  proper  deecriptian  of  staff  officers  at  every  point 
where  troops,  whether  regular  or  militia,  have  been  con- 
centrated, or  been  put  in  motion,  is  too  palpable,  and 
ought  not  to  be  doubted  by  any  whose  duty  it  may  bets 
know  the  wants  and  understand  the  true  condition  of  ib< 
army.  The  military  operations  under  Generals  Gaina, 
Scott,  Jesup,  Clinch,  Eustis,  dtc,  and  various  official  re- 
ports, show  the  destitute  state  of  the  service  as  to  the  inad- 
equacy of  the  adjutant  generars,  inspector's,  and  qoarter 
master's  departments  of  the  st&ff  in  the  field.  Like  the 
diseases  of  the  human  body,  which  baffle  the  8ki|I  of  tbt 
ablest  physician  when  concealed  by  tlie  timid  patient,  w, 
if  the  wants  of  the  army  be  kept  out  of  view,  or  remedial 
measures  be  unessayed,  then  the  evils  so  long  felt,  and  oov 
much  complained  of,  by  officers  of  experience  and  knowa 
devotion  to  the  public  weal,  can  never  be  cured.  In  order. 
therefore,  to  illustrate  this  subject,  and  with  the  view  u 
spread  some  &cts  before  you,  I  beg  leave  to  make  the  to! 
lowing  extracts  from  my  conununication  to  the  Secretary  t^ 
War  dated  the  36th  of  June,  1836  :  «*  While  at  8t  Au- 
gustine, in  command  of  the  anny  in  Florida,  Major  Gcr>- 
eral  Scott  was  without  a  single  officer  for  duty  in  his  p«r 
sonal  staff,  no  one  to  act  as  adjutant  general,  oreventi> 
perform  the  duty  of  aid-de-camp.  And,  more  recently, « 
changing  the  scene  of  his  operations  to  the  Creek  nation^ 
that  general  has  been  compelled,  from  the  necessity  of  the 
case,  to  seize  upon  that  excellent  officer.  Paymaster  /»• 
mund  Kirby,  (who  is  always  ready  and  ever  among*  vjf 
first  for  active  service  with  the  troops,)  and  assign  himh^ 
the  performance  of  duty  in  almost  every  branch  of  thcsufr 
He  is,  at  the  same  time,  his  adjutant  general,  hisinsp^^^'^ 
general,  his  aid-de-camp,  and  has  performed  duty  as  fsi- 
termaster  and  commissary,  has  mustered  in  and  out  oi  (<?^ 
vice,  and  paid  the  militia;  all  this,  when  the  execttUooO| 
his  appropriate  duties,  assigned  him  by  the  ^^y™**^  \?!j 
eral,  required  his  presence  elsewhere.'*!  "In  J^r^' 
point  of  the  frontier,  the  Southwest,  Major  General  Gajne*, 
in  his  communication  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  tamp 
Sabine,  20th  of  April,  writes:  *At  this  moment  Ikno» 
not  an  officer  or  soldier  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  /s^ 
pography  of  this  whole  line  of  frontier,  to  be  able  tofODj 
duct  a  single  day's  movement  upon  it,  without  the  n^t  "■ 

•  For  supemdded  duties,  see  Adjutant  General's  report 
made  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  April,  1836. 

t  About  this  time  (the  month  of  June)  the  •ST^^J'''^ 
under  the  orders  of  General  Scott  in  Georgia  and  Al«h>'°' 
exceeded  10,000. 
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safiering  severely  from  an  enemy  better  acquainted  with 
the  coantry.' "  **  The  same  distinguished  general,  in  ano- 
ther communication  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  the  10th 
of  May,  states :  *  I  avail  myself  of  the  occasion  to  request 
that  legal  provision  may  be  recommended  by  the  President, 
which  will  enable  me  to  have  an  assistant  adjutant  gener- 
aJ  and  an  assistant  inspector  general  permanently  attached 
to  my  staff,  by  which  means  I  should  have,  in  the  appropri- 
ate way,  the  services  of  my  aid-de-camp,  and  be  Uiereby 
relieved  of  much  of  the  sedentary  labor  of  copying,  and  of 
many  other  duties  such  as  usually,  in  all  respectable  armies, 
devolve  upon  aids-de-camp,  but  which  have  long  occupied 
much  ot  my  time.' " 

In  hit  communication  to  the  adjutant  general  of  the  17th 
of  October,  1835,  being  then  in  command  of  all  the  troops 
serving  in  Florida,  brevet  Brigadier  General  Clinch  states 
that  <<It  is  now  nearly  twelve  months  since  I  was  placed 
in  command  of  the  troops  in  Florida,  during  which  time  I 
have  had  no  staff,  not  even  a  private  with  me,  whose  ser- 
vices I  could  claim,  except  as  a  matter  of  courtesy.  A  colonel 
commanding  a  regiment  has  his  regimental  stafi^  to  aid  him 
ia  the  discharge  of  his  duties;  I,  however,  whilst  assigned 
by  the  general-in-chief  to  an  arduous  and  important  com- 
mand, have  not  even  a  confidential  private  to  copy  my  let^ 
ters  and  orders." 

And  in  his  letter  of  the  16th  of  May,  from  8t  Augustine, 
brevet  Brigadier  General  Eustis  writes  that,  *'  Major  Gen- 
eral Scott  being  still  indisposed,  and  having  no  staff  officer 
with  him^  has  directed  me  to  address  this  to  you. 

The  like  destitution  of  the  service  is  seen  at  other  points; 
and  the  consequences  are  now  injuriously  felt  by  brevet 
Brigadier  General  Arbuckle,  on  whom  has  devolved  the 
highly  responsible  command  of  the  Southwestern  army,  and 
the  general  direction  of  affiiirs  on  the  frontiers  of  Louisiana 
and  Arkansas.  And  that  officer  has  neither  assistant  adju- 
tant general  nor  inspector;  even  an  aid-de  camp,  it  is  said, 
is  not  allowed  him  by  law. 

To  the  testimony  of  the  experienced  officers  above  men- 
tioned I  must  now  add  that  of  my  own,  relative  to  the  cen- 
tral office  of  the  adjutant  general  of  the  army,  pertaining 
to  the  War  office,  and  as  established  at  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment. And  I  dc«m  it  useful  to  remark  that,  for  want  of 
the  proper  denomination  of  officers  of  the  Adjutant  and 
Inspector  (General's  department  in  the  field— officers  who 
from  habit  and  experience  are  conversant  and  familiar  with 
the  practical  duties  of  this  branch  of  service — ^no  monthly 
return  of  all  the  forces  serving  in  the  Creek  nation,  or  in 
Florida,  has  been  received  from  any  commanding  general 
of  either  army;  and  the  War  office  is  now  destitute  of  these 
important  returns,  which  are  not  only  now  necessary  for 
present  use,  but  are  also  required  for  the  archives  of  the 
Department. 

To  supply  these  obvious  wants  of  the  service  in  the  de- 
partment of  orders  and  military  correspondence,  to  ensure 
better  accountability  with  reference  to  the  personnel  of  the 
army,  and  of  the  xnilitia  when  in  the  service  of  the  United 
S  rates,  the  rendition  of  exact  returns  and  reports  enjoined 
by  the  articles  of  war  and  general  regulations,  and  of  mus- 
ters and  inspections  of  the  troops,  militia  as  well  as  regu- 
lars, I  respectfully  submit  for  your  consideration  the  ex- 
pediency of  requesting  legal  provision  for  the  ^>pointment 
of  eig:ht  assistant  adjutimts  general,  four  of  whom  to  be  of 
the  brevet  rank  of  major,  and  four  of  the  brsffet  rank  of 
captain  of  cavaliy,  each  with  the  pay  and  emoluments  of 
.heir  respective  cavaliy  grades;  provided  that  they  shall  also 
>erfonn  the  duties  of  assistant  inspectors  general,  when  the 
exigencies  of  the  service  may  require.     Even  in  a  state  of 
leace  and  perfect  tranquillity  at  every  point  of  our  widely- 
xtended  Western  frontier,  yet  ever  liable  as  these  are  to 
>e  disturbed,  the  public  interest  now,  and  at  all  times,  re- 
quires the  habitufld  services  of  not  less  than  five  or  six  of 
the  class  of  staff  officers  herein  proposed  to  be  provided  for. 

Vol.  xm— z> 


Of  this  class,  two  should  always  be  on  duty  with  the  com- 
manding general  of  the  Western  department;  one,  but  pref- 
erably two,  should  serve  under  the  orders  of  the  general 
commanding  the  Eastern  department;  and  the  presence  of 
one,  if  not  two,  with  the  officer,  of  whatever  rank  he  may 
be,  charged  wiUi  the  immediate  command  and  conduct  of 
affairs  on  the  Southwestern  and  Western  firontiers,  is  in- 
dispensably necessary.  To  ensure  exact  uniformity  and 
regularity  of  official  action  in  the  central  office  of  orders, 
military  correspondence,  and  of  the  initiatory  duties  rela- 
tive to  ''military  commisnons"  in  the  War  Department, 
it  is  also  necessary  that  one  assistant  adjutant  general,  but 
preferably  two,  should  be  assigned  to  duty  there,  in  lieu 
of  the  two  officers  which  the  necessities  of  the  case,  now, 
and  for  several  years  past,  require  to  be  taken  from  their 
regiments  for  duty  as  acting  assistants  to  the  adjutant 
general  of  the  army. 

As  the  number  of  officers  of  the  line  is  fully  adequate, 
in  my  humble  opinion,  to  furnish  the  offices  necessary  to 
fill  appointments  in  the  staff  which  may  be  clothed  with 
rank  in  the  army,  I  respectfully  recommend  that  the  pro- 
visions of  the  4th  section  of  the  *■  act  for  the  better  organi- 
zation of  the  general  staff  of  the  army,*'  approved  March  3d, 
1813,  be  made  applicable  by  law  to  the  assistant  adjutants 
general,  should  authority  for  their  appointment  be  granted 
by  Congress.*  A  recurrence  to  this  salutary  practice, 
adopted  in  time  of  war,  and  continued  until  very  recently, 
will  not  only  best .  subserve  the  public  interest  in  every 
military  point  of  view  whatever,  but,  widening  the  field  by 
guarantying  promotion  in  the  line,  would  thereby  enable 
the  Executive  to  make  the  best  selections  for  all  subordi- 
nate staff  appointments.  For,  it  should  not  be  doubted,  if 
subordinate  appointments  in  the  staff  be  only  granted  at 
the  price  of  the  regimental  commission,  the  most  competent, 
active,  and  aspiring  young  officer,  who  regards  the  army  as 
his  profession,  and  who  looks  forward  to  the  chances  of 
better  advancement  and  higher  rank  in  the  line  than  can  be 
opened  to  him  by  any  staff  organization,  would  reject  un- 
hesitatingly the  boon  at  such  a  sacrifice.  ThSA  is  no  fic- 
tion, iox  the  records  show  that  the  case  has  occurred. 
Again,  if  economy  is  to  be  at  all  regarded,  (and  it  may 
perhaps  be  the  least  considered  in  any  question  of  the  pub> 
lie  good,)  the  additional  annual  expense  of  the  assistant 
adjutants  general,  if  taken  from  the  tine,  would  only  be 
#7,524,  being  the  difference  of  pay  between  the  grades  in 
the  tine  and  the  stafl^  supposing  the  eight  staff  officers 
herein  proposed  to  be  taken  equally  from  the  captains  and 
subalterns.  If  these  eight  staff  appointments  be  not  based 
upon  commissions  in  the  tine,  then  the  requisite  annual 
appropriation  would  be  $16^100. 

In  affirming  that  the  number  of  officers  of  the  line  is  ad- 
equate to  the  supply  of  staff  appointments  which  may  con- 
fer rank  in  the  army,  the  opinion  should  be  qualified  with 
the  proviso  that  the  employment  of  the  officers  of  the  tine 
away  from  their  regiments  and  companies  should  be  re- 
stricted to  the  mititaiy  staff  of  the  army  proper,  and  that 
the  practice  of  assigning  them  to  any  description  of  busi- 
ness not  congenial  to  ^e  spirit  and  character  of  military 
duty  proper  be  discontinued.  I  may  here  appropriately 
remark  ^t,  to  the  long  separation^  of  so  many  officers 
from  the  troops,  and  their  consequent  estrangement  from 
all  mititary  duty  by  reason  of  their  more  civil  vocations, 
which  gniduaUy  but  surely  aUure  them  to  other  pursuits, 
in  the  reasonable  hope  of  better  fortune  than  can  await 
them  in  the  army,  should  they  return  to  it,  may  probably 


•  Vide  table  A  and  «  Remarks.** 

j-  There  are  instances  of  officers  being  separated  finom 
their  companies  for  ten,  twelve,  and  even  fifteen  years,  and 
there  are  also  instances  of  officers  holding  commissions  in 
the  army  for  several  years  who  resigned  without  ever  hav- 
ing joined  or  performed  any  mititary  duty  with  the  army. 
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be  ascribed  as  one  of  tbe  causes  of  many  of  the  resignations 
tendered  during  the  present  year.  Of  the  number  of  offi- 
cers absent  in  the  interior  whose  civil  pursuits  may  have 
been  interrupted,  had  they  joined  their  regiments  on  the 
frontiers  when  required  to  do  so  by  recent  orders,  many  re- 
signations were  tendered  ahnost  immediately  on  receiving 
the  order,  and  others  were  forwarded  ahnost  immediately 
after  complying  with  its  first  mandate. 

The  right  of  an  officer  to  quit  the  army,  under  ordinary 
circumstances,  with  a  view  to  the  improvement  of  his  for- 
tune and  prospects  in  life,  may  not  be  doubted;  but  the  policy 
of  our  system  (now  beginning  to  be  corrected  by  "general 
order*'  69,  of  October  15)  which  separates  him  for  years 
from  the  line  of  his  profession,  and  employs  him  on  busi- 
ness which  teaches  him  so  to  rate  the  value  of  his  commis- 
sion as  often  to  throw  it  up,  when  remanded  to  his  regi- 
ment under  any  requirement  of  the  public  service,  must  be 
admitted  to  be  greatly  at  variance  with  the  true  interest  and 
primary  object  for  which  it  is  presumed  that  the  army  was 
created  and  destined  to  subserve.  And  if  this  system  of 
indiscriminate  and  onerous  detail  of  so  many  officers  for 
business,  which  estranges  them  from  the  line  of  their  pro- 
fessional duties,  be  continued,  the  army  certainly  must  be- 
come less  and  less  efficient  for  active  field  service,  at  any 
crisis  which  may  arise.  In  respectfully  adding,  incidentally, 
these  remarks,  I  speak  as  one  who  looks  only  to  the  effi- 


ciency of  the  aimy,  with  a  view  to  the  fulfilment,  in  the 
best  manner,  of  all  the  high  duties  which  it  may  be  suppo- 
sed to  owe  to  the  republic,  as  an  institution  for  whose  mil- 
itary service  it  was  created,  and  by  which  its  manbersbaTc 
been  educated  with  a  view  to  the  national  defence. 

I  respectfully  submit,  herewith,  t^ble  A,  which  may  be 
useful  for  general  reference,  as  it  comprises  a  relative  view 
of  the  three  branches  of  the  general  stafi*  at  the  several  pe- 
riods of  our  military  history  therein  specified,  to  wit:  lit 
During  the  late  war,  or,  according  to  the  act  of  March  3, 
fsiS  ;  2d.  After  the  first  yean  of  peace,  as  provided  by 
the  act  of  April  24,  1816;  8d.  As  altered  and  incmMd  I7 
the  act  of  April  24,  1818 ;  4th.  As  reduced  and  dismem- 
bered by  the  act  of  March  3,  1821 ;  and,  5th.  As  provided 
for  by  existing  laws. 

My  remarks  relative  to  the  proposed  increased  stafli  it 
will  be  seen,  are,  for  proper  reasons,  restricted  to  the  Ad- 
jutant General's  department,  as  the  wants  in  other  bnncba 
have  doubtless  been  communicated  by  the  respective  chiefa, 
who  best  understand  the  description  and  measare  of  all  n^ 
cessary  augmentation. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servaat, 

R.  JONES, 
Adjutant  Gmeral  ojf  the  Amy. 

The  Hon.  B,  F.  Butler, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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Tabular  statement  of  the  number  and  rank  of  the  commissioned  officers  of  the  Adjutant  GeneroTs,  Inspedor%  cm/ 
Quartermaster's  departments  of  the  staff  of  the  army,  having  military  rank  at  the  severed  periods  of  ihesemce 
designated  by  the  acts  authorizing  the  several  organizations. 


Period  of  org^ization, 
and  date  of  act. 
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No.  2.— April  24,  1816 
No.  3.— April  14,  1818 
No.  4.— March  2,  1821 
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REMARKS. 

1.  All  the  ofBcera  of  the  Adjutant  and  Inspectors'  General  department,  during  the  war  and  after  tbe  peace,  iB<^"' 
nve  of  March  2,  1821,  when  the  peace  establishment  was  reduced,  held  rank  in  tiie  army,  except  the  adjutant  »Q^ 
huipeetOT  general  of  the  army,  in  virtue  of  commissions  by  brevet.  2.  According  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Msr°^ 
3,  1813,  tiie  quartermaster  general,  attached  to  the  principal  army,  held  the  brevet  rank,  Ac  of  brigadier  gep<^^ 
8.  Of  the  sixteen  colonels  of  the  stafl^  of  whom  eight  were  adjutants  general,  and  eight  inspectors  gen^  of  divisi^ 
all,  except  three,  were  taken  from  and  held  rank  in  the  line  of  the  army,  cotemporaneously  with  their  commissions  ao^ 
brevet  rank  in  the  staff,  according  to  the  provision  of  the  fourth  section  of  the  <<  act  for  the  better  organizatiiHi  ot  tb« 
general  staflfof  the  army,"  approved  March  3,  1813;  and  the  thirty-two  assistant  adjutants  and  asaistaot  ins}^''^ 
general,  having  the  brevet  rank  of  major,  were  required  by  the  act  to  retain  their  regimental  conuniaaions. 
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REPORT  or  THE  ACTING  QUARTERMASTER 

GENERAL. 


QUAmT£RXASTKB  GxXIBAL's  OfTICJE, 

Washington,  November  22,  1836. 

8iB :  In  compliance  with  your  present  order,  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  a  report  of  the  operations  of  the  Quarter- 
master's department  during  the  first,  second,  and  third 
quarters  of  ^e  present  year;  and,  as  heretofore,  to  make  it 
more  complete,  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  last  year  is  in- 
cluded. 

By  the  last  annual  report,  which  embraced,  in  part,  the 
operations  of  the  third  quarter  of  the  year  1836,  the  balance 
remaining  in  the  bands  of  disbursing  officers,  for  which  ac- 
counts had  not  then  been  rendered,  was         $162,126  16 


l*o  which  is  to  be  added — 
lit.  Remittances, 

In  the  4th  quarter  of  1835    -  $220,729  58 

In  the  1st  quarter  of  1836    -     574,296  02 

In  the  2d  quarter  of  1836    -     804,375  62 

In  the  3d  quarter  of  1836    -  1,452,626  50 


3,052,027  72 


2d.  The  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  public 
property  become  unfit  for  service  or  no  lon- 
ger required  for  pubUc  use,  and  rents  receiv- 
ed for  public  grounds  and  buildings  not  re- 
quired for  military  purposes  .  -       19,778  49 

Making  the  total  to  be  accounted  for  -  3,071,806  21 

Of  which  the  following  sums  have  been  ac- 
counted for  : 

I*/.  By  expenditures^  viz  .- 
Ill  the  1st,  2d,  and  3d  quarters  of  1835,  the 

accounts  for  which  were  received  afler  the 

date  of  last  annual  report  -  $28,650  90 
In  the  4th  quarter  of  1836  -  202,141  26 
In  the  Ist  quarter  of  1836  -  446,694  77 
In  the  2d  quarter  of  1836  -  619,615  09 
In  the  3d  quarter  of  1836,  so 

fdr    as  the  accounts  have 

been  received        -  -     692,766  18 


1,989,868  20 


3d.  By  payments  into  the  Treasury,  and 
warrants  rendered  unavailable  by  the  casual- 
tie*,  of  service,  returned  and  cancelled  -       80,399  30 


Making  |^  total  accounted  for  during  the 


fisc^al  year 


-  2,070,267  60 


And  leaving  a  balance  in  the  hands  of  dis- 
bursing ofiScers,  to  be  hereafter  accounted 


for,  of  - 


-  1,001,538  71 


The  outstanding  balance  is  unusually  large,  but  it  will 
he  ohiserved  that  the  fisdd  operations  of  the  year  have  ex- 
ceeded three  millions  of  dollars.  It  results,  in  part,  firom 
the  heavy  remittances  which  were  necessarily  made  towards 
the  close  of  the  third  quarter,  the  employment  of  irregular 
a^nts,  and  the  dijQiculty  of  rendering  accounts  promptly 
durins  active  operations. 

In  coDflequence  of  the  want  of  officers  for  aetive  service 
in  the  field,  most  of  the  public  works  under  the  direction  of 
the  department  at  the  date  of  the  last  report  have  been  ne- 
cessarily suspended  during  the  present  year.  But  little 
ProgreM  hftBy  therefore,  been  made  with  them;  nor  can  they 
b<>  r<»unied  or  prosecuted  to  advantage,  under  existing  cir- 
^^Unuitances,  with  the  present  limited  number  of  officers  at 
t}\e  disposal  of  the  department. 

It  became  necessary,  early  in  the  season,  when  opera- 
^uns  hod  just  been  commenced,  to  withdraw  from  the  Del- 


aware breakwater  the  officers  charged  with  superintend- 
ing the  construction  of  that  important  work,  and  no  alter- 
native presented  but  to  seek  relief  from  it  altogether.  It 
was,  accordingly,  with  the  sanction  of  your  predecessor, 
transferred  to  tbe  Engineer  department 

The  total  amount  of  the  various  appropriations  which 
had  been  made  for  that  object,  prior  to  its  transfer  in  June 
last,  is  $1,530,000  00 

Of  which  there  was  expended  by  the  Navy 

Department,  while  the  worii  was  under 

its  direction    -  -        $10,804  36 

And  by  the  Quartermaster's 

department      -  -      1,451,813  61 


Making  the  total  expended 
And  leaving  a  balance,  subject  to  the  dispo 
sal  of  the  Engineer  dpartment,  of  - 


$1,465,617  97 
$64,382  03 


The  operations  on  the  various  roads  in  Arkansas,  were 
suspended  in  the  month  of  August;  the  services  of  the  offi- 
cer charged  with  their  superintendence  being  required  at 
one  of  the  military  stations,  in  consequence  of  thee  ollec- 
tion  of  troops  on  the  Sabine  frontier.  Considerable  pro- 
gress, however,  had  been  made  with  these  works  prior  to 
their  suspension,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  balances  of  the 
appropriations  applicable  to  them  had  been  nearly  expended 
before  the  operations  ceased.  I  have  not  deemed  it  my 
duty  to  estimate  for  any  further  appropriations  for  those 
roads.  They  are  chiefly  in  the  interior,  connecting  places 
of  but  little  importance,  and  having  no  relation  to  military 
operations,  may  now,  with  propriety,  it  is  thought,  be  com- 
mitted to  the  superintending  authority  of  the  State. 

A  detachment  of  sixty  men,  detailed  from  the  army,  were 
placed  at  work  in  February  last,  on.  the  road  leading  from 
Fort  Towson  to  the  northern  boundary  line  of  Louisiana. 
The  party  was  withdrawn  in  June,  in  consequence  of  the 
approach  of  the  sickly  season  in  that  country,  but  it  had 
passed  over  eighty-five  miles  of  the  road,  msddng  the  ne- 
cessary repairs,  and  rebuilding  the  bridges  over  the  prin- 
cipal streams.  The  work  was  probably  resumed  early  in 
the  present  month,  and  will  be  prosecuted  through  the 
season  as  rapidly  as  circumstances  will  permit 

The  road  from  Fort  Howard,  at  Green  bay,  to  Fort 
Crawford,  at  Prarie  du  Chien,  in  the  Wisconsin  Territory, 
has  been  in  progress  by  the  labor  of  the  troops  during  the 
present  season,  and  has  probably  been  completed  by  this 
time,  as  well  as  the  limited  appropriation  made  for  that 
object  would  authorize.  This  road,  passing  as  it  does  by 
Fort  Winnebago,  and  thus  connecting  three  of  our  mili- 
tary posts,  is  deemed  of  high  importance  in  its  relation  to 
the  defence  of  that  frontier,  and  a  further  appropriation  is 
recommended  to  give  it  a  more  perfect  finish,  and  to  keep 
it  in  repair. 

Appropriations  were  made  at  the  last  session  of  Congress 
for  continuing  tbe  improvement  of  several  rivers  in  Florida, 
and  there  were  unexpended  balances  remaining  of  former 
appropriations  for  various  roads  there.  The  active  military 
operations  which  have  been  carried  on  in  that  Territory  du- 
ring the  whole  season,  have  necessarily  suspended  such  of 
those  works  as  were  in  progress,  and  prevented  any  meas- 
ures being  taken  'to  commence  othera.  Nothing  can  be 
done  towards  those  objects  until  hostilities  shall  have  ceased 
there,  and  quiet  be  restored  to  the  country. 

The  various  appropriations  made  for  other  special  objects 
coming  under  the  authority  of  the  department,  have  been 
put  in  a  course  of  application,  with  the  following  excep- 
tions, namely:  That  for  the  removal  of  the  troops  from 
Fort  Gibson;  that  for  barracks  at  Fort  Jesup;  and  that  for 
a  wharf  at  Fort  Wolcott,  at  Newport,  Rhode  Island.  In 
reference  to  the  first  object,  the  department  awaits  the  ac- 
tion of  higher  authority  in  selecting  the  new  position  which 
is  to  be  occupied,  before  the  arrangements  connected  with 
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the  building  operations  can  be  made.  The  second  has 
been  suspended,  upon  the  suggestion  that  Fort  Jesup,  being 
twenty-five  miles  firom  the  Sabine,  is  too  remote  from  the 
frontier,  and  that  a  more  advanced  position  would  probably 
be  occupied.  As  the  appropriation  is  specifically  for  Fort 
Jesup,  legal  provision  will  be  necessary  to  authorize  its 
expenditure  elsewhere;  and  as  accommodations  are  much 
wanted  for  the  troops  on  that  frontier,  I  submit  the  expe- 
diency of  obtaining  authority  to  apply  the  appropriation  to 
the  erection  of  barracks  and  quarters  at  such  place  in  the 
▼idnxty  of  Fort  Jesup  as  it  may  be  deemed  proper  to  oc- 
cupy. The  wharf  at  Fort  Wolcott  has  been  postponed  for 
want  of  an  officer  to  attend  to  its  construction. 

Charged  as  I  am  but  temporarily  with  the  directiou. 
of  the  Quartermaster*s  department,  I  feel  restrained  from 
making  many  sugg^tions  in  relation  to  it,  which  would 
come  with  more  propriety  from  its  chief,  now  absent  on  a 
high  and  important  command;  but  there  are  some  that  I 
cannot  omit  consistently  with  a  faithful  discharge  of  the 
trust  confided  to  me.  The  necessity  for  an  improved  or- 
ganization of  the  department  is  one  of  them.  This  has 
been  represented  heretofore  to  your  predecessor,  and  was 
by  him  brought  before  Congress  at  the  last  session.  It  is 
now  my  duty  to  repeat  the  suggestion,  and  to  urge  it  with 
earnestness. 

There  is,  perhaps,  no  country,  considering  the  relative 
force,  where  the  duties  of  the  Quartermaster's  department 
are  so  arduous  as  they  are  in  our  own;  especially  in  con- 
ducting our  Indian  wars.  It  necessarily  results  from  dif- 
ference of  circumstances.  In  highly-improved  and  thickly, 
settled  countries,  where  the  facilities  of  transportation  are 
great,  and  the  means  of  supply  abundant,  there  cannot  be 
much  difficulty  in  moving  and  supporting  armies;  and,  even 
in  our  own  country,  on  the  Atlantic  border,  and  on  the 
great  lines  of  communication  in  the  West,  where  those  ad- 
vantages exist,  the  difficulty  is  comparatively  small.  But 
these  are  not  ^e  scenes  of  our  Indian  wars.  They  lie  be- 
yond the  frontier,  in  the  swamps  and  fastnesses  of  the  wil- 
derness, far  removed  from  the  sources  of  supply;  and  the 
heavy  tadL  of  moving  and  sustaining  our  armies  under  these 
circumstances,  belongs  to  the  Quartermaster's  department. 

Experience  had  shown  that  the  present  organization, 
both  as  to  number  and  grades,  was  barely  sufficient  to 
meet  the  demands  of  the  service  ten  years  ago,  when  the 
army  was  measurably  inactive.  It  is  altogether  inadequate 
now  to  a  proper  discharge  of  the  heavy  and  important  du- 
ties which  devolve  upon  the  department  under  present  cir- 
cumstances, when  not  merely  the  regular  army,  but  large 
masses  of  volunteers  and  mititia,  are  called  into  active  ser- 
vice. During  the  present  year  diere  have  been  four  sepa- 
rate armies  in  the  field,  mustering  from  two  to  ten  thousand 
men  each,  and  operating  under  circumstances  involving 
great  difficulties  in  regard  to  transportation  and  supplies; 
and,  considering  our  extensive  and  complicated  Indian  re- 
lations, a  similar  state  of  things  will,  in  all  probability,  too 
often  recur.  If  it  be  supposed  that  the  present  organiza- 
tion of  the  department,  whose  executive  officers  consist  of 
but  four  majors,  six  captains,  and  fourteen  lieutenants, 
drawn  from  the  line,  is  equal  to  such  an  emergency,  it  is 
undoubtedly  an  error. 

Prior  to  the  year  1818,  there  were  division  quartermas- 
ter generals,  with  the  rank  of  colonel,  who  were  executive 
officers,  and  attended  the  army  in  the  field  when  occasions 
required.  In  my  humble  judgment,  there  has  not  been  a 
period  since  the  war  of  1812,  when  the  necessity  for  such 
officers  was  half  so  urgent  as  it  is  at  the  present  time. 
There  is  now  no  executive  officer  whose  rank  is  sufficient 
to  give  him  precedence  in  his  own  depaitroent  in  a  cam- 
paign; and  the  case  has  twice  occurred  recently,  where  the 
quartermaster  general  of  a  territory,  by  virtue  of  his  supe- 
rior rank  as  colonel,  became  entitled  to  the  chief  direction 
of  the  operations  of  that  department  of  the  staff  by  whose 


agency  the  army  was  to  be  moved  and  suppoited — a  dntj 
second  only  in  importance  to  the  chief  command.  I  sub- 
mit whether  it  is  right  that  the  advantages  of  twenty  years' 
experience  in  the  details  of  the  department  should  thus  be 
measurably  lost  to  the  service  for  want  of  ade«iuate  rank  to 
render  it  available. 

By  an  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  ten  thooaad 
volunteers  were  authorized  to  be  received  into  service,  and 
the  duty  of  moving  and  supplying  these  also  devolves  upon 
the  Quartermaster's  department.  It  must  be  obvious  that, 
in  proportion  as  an  irregular  and  temporary  force  is  substi- 
tuted for  a  regular  and  permanent  one,  so  is  the  neceashv 
for  an  increased  regular  stafl*,  especially  in  that  departmcot 
which  is  to  move  and  supply  the  army.  It  will  be  fouxul 
the  surest,  if  not  the  only  means  of  rendering  that  descrip- 
tion of  troops  efficient,  and  of  enforcing  any  thing  like  sy»- 
tern  and  economy  in  their  operations. 

I  wouldi  therdfore,  without  entering  further  into  the  de- 
tails of  the  subject  at  this  time,  respectfully  recommend  that 
at  least  four  officers  corresponding  with  the  former  divisicHi 
quartermaster  generals,  and  two  quartermasters  and  eight 
assistant  quartermasters,  be  added  to  the  present  organiza- 
tion of  the  department,  the  whol^  to  be  separated  from  the 
line;  and  also  that  provision  be  made  for  a  limited  number 
of  forage  and  wagon  masters,  whose  services  aie  so  im- 
portant at  the  large  depoti  of  forage  and  in  conducting  the 
wagon  trains.  The  expense  would  not  be  worth  a  mo- 
ment's consideration  when  compared  with  the  military  ad- 
vantages alone  which  would  result  from  the  improvemen!; 
but  it  would,  in  fact,  be  a  measure  of  wise  economy. 

Another  point  to  which  I  would  ask  your  attention  is  the 
necessity  of  having  the  duties  of  the  department  prescribed 
and  limited  by  law.  Inadequate  as  it  is,  with  its  preseDt 
organization,  to  do  jusUce  to  its  own  appropriate  duties,  k 
is  nevertheless  burdened  with  duties  appertaining  to  other 
departments  of  the  service,  involving  much  labor  and  heavv 
pecuniary  responsibility.  Among  these  are  the  paymmt 
of  Indian  annuities  and  the  purchase  of  supplies  for  the  de- 
partment of  Indian  afiaira,  amounting,  in  the  present  ycv, 
to  near  eight  hundred  thousand  dolkffs,  not  included  in  my 
report,  and  which  is  disbursed  at  great  risk  by  the  officers 
of  the  Quartermaster's  department,  without  <;ompenaatio&. 
This  business  has  no  connexion  with  the  military  serrice; 
and  as  it  firequently  requires  the  officers  to  quit  their  su- 
tions,  and  leave  their  own  duties  to  be  performed  by  agency 
during  their  absence,  it  is  cleariy  incompatible  wi^  their 
primary  obligations,  and  they  should,  therefore,  be  relieved 
from  it;  but  if  they  must  continue  to  be  charged  with  it,  I 
trust  that  some  compensation  will  be  provided  fioK  thorn,  h 
has  already  been  the  subject  of  complaint,  whiA  the  fol- 
lowing extract  of  a  report  from  one  of  the  officers  engaged 
in  that  service  will  show  is  not  without  just  grounds:  **  Mt 
Indian  account  (he  observes,  under  date  11th  October)  for 
the  last  quarter,  is  over  half  a  million  of  dollars,  a  great 
portion  of  which  has  been  disbursed  under  drcumstances 
that  involved  imusual  risk  of  error  and  loss.  It  is  unjupt, 
I  conceive,  to  subject  officers  to  tind  hazard  of  being  niinfd 
or  seriously  embarrassed,  without  awarding  them  any  cor- 
responding remuneration."  I  will  only  add,  in  rcforenoe 
to  this  subject,  that,  apart  from  the  objections  stated,  it  u 
worthy  of  consideration  whether  tiie  imposition  of  9urh 
heavy  extra  duties  upon  a  public  agent  may  not  affect  th« 
validity  of  the  bond  given  by  him  for  the  fiuthfol  perform- 
ance of  his  own  duties,  and  thus  impair  the  aecurity  for  the 
public  funds. 

A  further  source  of  embarrassment  to  the  operations  of 
the  department  is  the  liability  of  its  officers  to  be  caltfil 
upon  to  make  good  the  deficicnces  in  other  branches  of  u» 
staff.  Beside  their  subjection  to  duty  in  the  Bubsistcn<v 
department,  which,  being  of  a  kindred  character  to  thar 
own,  occasions  no  serious  inconvenience,  it  is  provided  bv 
law  *<  that,  in  addition  to  their  duties  in  the  field,  theV 
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shall,  when  thereto  dhected  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  pur- 
chase militafy  etorea^  camp  equipage,  and  other  articlea 
requieite  for  the  troopa;"  and  under  thia  authority  the  offi- 
cers of  the  department  are  frequently  required,  in  active 
aervice,  to  provide  large  supplies  of  camp  equipage,  to  pur« 
chase  medicines  and  hospital  stores,  and  occasioni^ly  arms 
and  ammunition — duties  which  they  are  not  altogether  pre- 
pared for  by  their  ordinary  pursuits,  and  which  have  the 
injurious  effect  of  diverting  to  other  objects  the  funds  pro- 
vided to  meet  the  engagements  of  their  own  department. 

In  the  distribution  of  the  mass  <^duties  appertaining  to 
the  staff  of  the  army,  the  governing  principle,  T  humbly 
conceive,  should  be  the  greatest  subdivision  consistent  with 
the  preservation  of  unity  and  concert  of  action.  From  the 
extent  of  the  extra  calls  which  are  made  upon  the  Quarter- 
master's department,  a  doubt  may  well  be  entertained  whe- 
ther the  adjustment  of  the  relative  duties  of  the  several 
departments,  which  was  supposed  to  constitute  the  chief 
merit  of  die  system,  has  been  ao  fully  attained  as  is  desi- 
rable. It  is  at  least  questionable  whether  a  department 
whose  own  ^Qties  are  arduous,  and  on  the  prompt  diadiarge 
of  which  so  much  depends,  should  be  subjected  to  so  wide 
a  range  of  responsibility  for  other  branches  of  the  staff. 
But  if  the  necessities  of  the  service  shall  be  deemed  to  re- 
quire a  continuance  of  this  feature  of  the  system,  it  forms 
a  strong  additional  reason  for  the  improved  organisation 
which  is  herein  suggested. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

T.  CROSS, 
Major,  acting  Quartermaater  GeneraK 

Hon.  B.  F.  BuTLBB,  Secretary  of  War  ad  interim, 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSARY  GENERAL  OF 

SUBSISTENCE. 

Orricx  or  tbs  Com't  Gsir.  of  Subsistikck, 

Washington^  December  6,  1836. 

Sin :  In  compliance  with  directions  from  the  Department 
of  War  of  9th  September  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor  to  aub- 
mit  a  stateihent  of  the  moneys  remitted  and  charged  to  con- 
tracting and  diabuTsing  officers  of  the  department  for  the 
1st,  2d,  and  3d  quarters  of  the  year,  together  with  the  bal- 
ances in  possession  of  the  latter  on  the  31st  of  December, 
1835,  amounting  to        -  -  -$1,082,164  33 

To  which  is  to  be  added  the  balances  due 

them  on  the  settlement  of  their  accoimts         46,923  77 


The  amount  accounted  for  is 


1,129,088  10 
984,282  .44 


Leaving  a  balance  of      - 

From  which  is  to  be  deducted  this 
sum»  charged  to  contractors,  as 
the  difference  in  price  of  stores 
purchased  to  supply  deficiencies 
on  failures      ...    $539  6 1 

Balance  due  by  Lieut  Allston  at 

the  period  of  his  decease  -      610  97 

Balances  in  the  hands  of  assistant 
commissaries  who  made  no  dis-  - 
bnrsements  in  1836     -  -      260  00 

And  the  amount  remitted  late  in 
the  3d,  for  expenditures  of  the 
4th  quarter     -  -  64,200  00 


144,805  66 


65,610  58 


Leaving  -•  -  $79,195  08 

actually  in  possession  of  the  disbursing  officers  of  the  de- 
partment, applicable  to  the  expenditures  of  the  fourth  quar- 
ter of  the  year. 

Of  142  officers  disbursing  the  public  money  on  account 
of  subsistence  for  the  first  three  quarters  of  the  year,  the 


accounts  of  eight  only  were  not  received  at  the  completion 
of  the  statement,  three  have  been  rendered  since,  and  the 
remaining  five  are  those  of  officers  actively  engaged  in  the 
Indian  campaign,  which  no  doubt  will  be  promptly  render- 
ed the  moment  that  a  relaxation  from  duty  affords  the 
proper  opportunity. 

The  amount  due  by  Lieutenant  Allston  at  the  period  of 
his  decease,  it  is  believed,  is  sufficiently  secured,  and  will 
eventually  be  paid;  so  that  not  a  cent  will  be  lost  to  the 
Government  of  the  amounts  remitted  the  present  year. 

The  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  appropriation  for  sub- 
sistence, on  the  81  St  of  Dec'r,  1835,  was  -  $208,054  85 
The  amount  appropriated  for  1836  -     495,400  00 

Transfers  authorized  bv  acts  of  Congress  -  133,372  64 
Refunded  from  officers  accounts    -  .•         8,780  81 


Making  a  total  of 


Of  which  there  remained  in  the  Treasury  on 
the  30th  of  September,  1836 


-   $846,507  82 


875,508  19 


Making  the  amount  drawn  from  that  appro- 
priation for  the  three  quarters     -  -     470,999  63 

The  amount  expended  by  the  disbursing  officers  of  the 
department,  it  will  be  perceived  by  the  statement,  is 
#984,282  44,  being  an  excess  of  $518,282  82,  which  sum 
has  been  drawn  from  the  various  appropriations  for  sup- 
pressing Indian  hostilities,  which,  being  exhausted,  the 
balance  on  account  of  aubristenoe  will  now  be  held  strictly 
applicable  to  the  purchase  of  such  stores  as  may  be  required 
for  all  the  troops  of  every  description  at  present  mustered 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  GIBSON,   C.  (?.  S, 

Hon.  B.  F.  BcTLBB, 

Secretary  of  War  ad  interim. 

REPORT  OF  THE  SURGEON  GENERAL. 

Sunaxoar  GsirBBAL's  Orricx, 

December  2,  1836. 

Sib:  In  consequence  of  the  death  of  the  late  Surgeon 
General,  by  which  melancholy  event  the  service  has  lost 
one  of  its  most  valuable  and  meritorious  officers,  it  becomes 
my  duty  to  report  the  condition  of  the  department  over 
widch  he  presided  with  so  much  honor  to  hunseli  and  ad- 
vantage to  the  Government 

The  amount  advanced  on  account  of  the  Medical  depart- 
ment of  the  array  during  the  first  three  quarters  of  the  pres- 
ent year,  has  been  eight  thousand  three  hundred  dollars ; 
of  which  sum  five  thousand  and  ninety-one  dollars  and  sev. 
enty-six  cents  have  been  expended,  and  for  which  accounts 
have  been  rendered  and  settled ;  leaving  a  balance  in  the 
hands  of  the  disbursing  officers  of  three  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  eight  dollars  and  twcnty-fqur  cents,  and  for  which 
they  are  accountable. 

The  amount  paid  by  warrants  on  the  Treasury  for  claims 
presented  and  admitted  during.the  same  period,  has  been 
twelve  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars  sixty- 
one  and  a  half  cents.  During  the  same  period  there  has 
also  been  advanced  to  Surgeon  Thomas  G.  Mower,  the 
purveyor  of  medical  supplies  for  the  army,  on  account  of 
Indian  hostilities,  eight  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  of 
which  seven  thousand  one  hundred  and  ninety-six  dollarH 
and  one  cent  have  been  expended,  and  for  which  his  ac- 
counts have  been  received  and  settled. 

The  annual  medical  and  hospital  supplies  for  the  army 
were  all  transmitted  in  due  time  to  the  several  posts,  and 
received  in  good  order,  which,  with  the  other  property  in 
charge  of  the  officers  of  the  department,  have  been  fully  and 
satisfactorily  accounted  for  by  the  returns  of  the  surgeons^ 
and  assistant  surgeons ;  from  which  it  is  also  perceived  that 
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the  hoopitalB  are^ll  well  sapplied  with  every  article  neces- 
saiy  for  the  comfort  of  the  sick,  and  of  the  best  quality ;  and 
in  consequence  of  the  well-arranged  system  of  responsibility 
which  has  been  adopted  and  practised  in  relation  to  the  sup- 
ply as  well  as  expenditure,  the  expenses  of  the  department 
continue  about  the  same  as  for  the  last  year. 

The  whole  number  of  cases  which  have  been  treated  by 
the  medical  officers  of  the  department,  during  the  year  end- 
ing the  30th  of  September  last,  has  been  fourteen  thousand 
three  hundred  and  fifty-six ;  of  which  number  ofi/y  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-nine  have  died :  of  these,  seventeen  died  at 
Fort  Gibson,  (fourteen  in  the  fourth  quarter  of  1835,)  seven 
at  Fort  Towson  and  vicinity,  thirteen  at  Fort  Jesup  and 
vicinity,  eight  at  Camp  Sabine  and  Nacogdoches,  five  at 
Fort  Mitchell,  seventy-five  at  the  dififerent  posts  and  stations 
in  Florida,  and  fourteen  at  other  posts. 

Of  the  whole  number  of  deaths,  three  were  of  yellow  fe- 
ver, twenty-five  of  remittent  fever,  two  of  typhus  fever, 
ten  of  congestive  fever,  nine  of  intemperance,  nineteen  of 
consumption,  thirteen  of  dysentery,  nineteen  of  gunshot 
wounds,  seven  of  gastro-enteritis,  and  thirty-two  from  other 
causes,  (twenty  of  which  occurred  during  the  third  quarter 
of  the  present  year,  at  Camp  Call,  Suwannee  Old  Tqwn, 
Florida,  principally  from  yellow,  remittent,  and  congestive 
fevers. ) 

The  law  requiring  an  examination  by  a  medical  board 
previous  to  appointment  in  the  army,  has  proved  of  the 
greatest  advantage,  by  securing  that  profesMonal  knowledge 
so  essentially  necessary  to  enable  an  officer  of  the  Medical 
department  faithfully  to  perform  the  important  duties  requi- 
red of  him. 

FiAy-six  applicants  who  were  recommended  as  qualified 
for  appointment  have  been  authorized  since  the  last  annual 
report  to  present  themselves  for  examination.  Of  this  num- 
ber, twenty-one  fiiiled  to  attend;  seven,  after  presenting 
themselves,  withdrew  without  an  examination;  and  of  the 
remainder,  only  thirteen  were  found  qualified  to  receive  the 
commission  they  had  applied  for;  being  less  than  one-fourth 
of  those  who  had  been  authorized  to  attend. 

The  nature  of  the  service  requires  that  the  examinations 
should  be  rigid;  not  only  in  relation  to  the  professional  re- 
quirements of  the  candidates,  but  also  as  to  their  physical 
qualifications  and  moral  habits;  for  every  surgeon  and  as- 
ostant  surgeon  in  the  army,  from  the  very  nature  of  the 
service,  is  at  all  times  subject  to  be  called  on  to  decide  in 
the  most  important  ca^es,  when  so  far  distant  from  any  set- 
tlement as  to  render  it  impossible  for  him  to  obtain  any  pro- 
fessional advice  or  assistance,  which  under  similar  circum- 
stances in  civil  life  would  be  resorted  to. 

I  would  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  present 
regulations  relative  to  hospital  stewards.  There  are  no  per- 
sons in  the  service  who  are  so  badly  paid  for  their  services 
(which  are  important  and  very  arduous)  as  they  are.  It  is 
essentially  necessary  they  should  be  honest,  intelligent,  and 
sober;  and  such  individuals,  who  are  competent  to  com- 
pound and  administer  the  medicines  as  prescribed  by  the 
surgeon,  cannot  be  obtained  for  the  present  compensation. 
I  therefore  most  respectfully  suggest  that  a  steward  to  an 
hospital,  at  a  post  of  more  than  four  companies,  be  allowed 
the  pay,  clothing,  and  rations  of  a  sergeant  of  ordnance, 
and  at  all  other  posts  the  pay,  clothing,  and  rations  of  the 
first  sergeant  of  a  company.  For  the  propriety  and  necessi- 
ty of  asking  an  appropriation  for  repairing  and  erecting 
hospitals  at  the  different  military  posts,  I  must  refer  you  to 
the  very  full  and  lucid  report  of  the  late  Surgeon  General  on 
thut  subject. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser\'ant, 

BENJAMIN  KING, 
Surgeon  General  ad  interim, 

Hon.  B.  F.  Butler, 

Secretary  of  War  ad  interim. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PAYMASTER  GENERAL. 


Patmastsb  GzirzBAi.'8  Otfice, 
Washington  December  1, 1836. 

Sih:  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  lay  before  ycfu  ataba* 
lar  statement  showing  the  sums  advanced  to  theseTeral 
paymasters  of  the  army  from  the  l*reasury,  from  the  \A 
day  of  October,  1835,  to  the  1st  day  of  October,  1836;  to 
which  are  added  the  balances  remaining  to  be  accoanted  for 
on  the  1st  of  October,  1835;  the  amount  unexpended  ind 
forming  part  of  their  estimates  for  the  fourth  quarter  of 
1836;  the  balances  to  be  accounted  for,  and  the  periodji  to 
which  the  troops  have  been  paid. 

It  was  not  until  late  in  the  season  that  (he  additional 
paymasters  authorized  by  the  act  of  last  session,  except 
one,  entered  on  duty.  This  \eh  to  the  old  officers  the  whole 
burden  of  paying  the  volunteers  and  militia  serving  in  Flor- 
ida, Georgia,  and  Alabama,  amounting  to  three^times  tbe 
number  of  the  regular  army.  This  duty,  always  t  difficult 
one,  has  been  performed  with  less  delay  and  inconvenience 
to  the  troops  than  generally  attend  such  ptyments,  and 
much  less  than  I  anticipated,  but  in  doing  it  the  officers  of 
this  department  have  been  unavoidably  subjected  to  great 
hazard,  and,  I  fear,  to  serious  losses.  It  has  been  the 
practice,  in  previous  Indian  wars,  to  have  the  muster-rolls 
of  the  volunteers  and  militia  sent  to  this  place  to  be  exam- 
ined and  approved  by  the  accounting  oflncers,  before  they 
were  placed  in  the  hands  of  paymasters.  In  most  case^ 
the  pay-rolls  were  prepared  in  this  office  and  audited  before 
settlement,  and,  notwithstanding  the  paymaster  was  thof 
relieved  from  much  responsibility;  the  Secretary  of  War  was 
authorized  to  allow  a  per  centage  on  the  amount  disbursed 
to  cover  losses. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  late  and  present  hostilitiefy 
it  was  considered  highly  important  to  hold  out  inducemenU 
to  the  militia  of  the  adjacent  country  to  volunteer  their  ler- 
vices,  and  one  of  the  inducements  was  prompt  payment 
This  could  not  be  effected  if  the  rolls  were  to  be  first  exam- 
ined and  the  accounts  audited  at  this  place:  your  predeces- 
sor, therefore,  afler  maturely  considering  the  subject,  deter- 
mined to  suspend  so  much  of  the  regulation  relating  to  the 
payment  of  volunteers  and  militia  as  required  the  rolls  to  be 
tmnsmitted  to  this  place  and  audited  before  settlement. 
This  removed  the  safeguard  of  the  officers  of  tbe  Pay  de 
partment,  and  they  have  since  been,  and  now  are,  subject 
to  a  most  hazardous  and  I  fear  in  some  cases  ruinous  duty,  un- 
less some  provision  is  made  to  clover  disallowances  in  the  set- 
tlement of  their  accounts.  To  form  an  opinion  of  Uielosee* 
to  which  they  are  liable,  it  is  necessary  to  have  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  circumstances  under  which  the  duty  is  perform- 
ed. One  great  difficulty  arises  from  the  militia  aetmg  un- 
der the  different  organizations  given  to  them  by  their  State 
laws,  and  all  varying  from  that  prescribed  by  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  that  are  to  govern  in  the  settlement  of  pay- 
master's accounts;  another  difficulty  is  caused  by  the  irreg- 
ularity of  the  service,  and  the  imperfect  evidence  to  estab- 
lish it;  and  a  third,  from  the  pay-rolls  and  accounts  beinf 
necebsarily  prepared  under  circumstances  calculated  to  pre* 
vent  accuracy.  The  troops  are  generally  discharged  by 
regiments,  sometimes  brigades,  always  impatient  to  return 
to  their  homes,  and  importunate  to  be  paid.  The  payiM*' 
ter  cannot  begin  to  prepare  his  accounts  until  after  the  dl^- 
charge  takes  place;  of  course  he  must  always  perform  that 
duty  in  a  hurry,  frequently  surrounded  by  persons  conven- 
ing with  and  questioning  him.  Under  such  circaniatance| 
he  has  to  judge  of  and  pay  claims  of  doubtful  character,  anJ 
to  make  long  and  perplexing  calculations,  without  time  lo 
re-examine  and  test  their  accuracy.  If  he  difiTers  in  opiDioa 
with  the  accounting  officers  in  construing  the  law  or  apply- 
ing it,  or  if  he  errs  in  his  calculations  in  favor  of  the  claim- 
ant, the  latter  receives  the  benefit,  and  the  paymaster  !<>«* 
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the  amount;  if  the  enor  U  favorable  to  the  Ciovenimexit,  the 
Govemmeht  receives  the  benefit,  and  not  the  paymaster. 

I  trust  that,  on  examining  the  subject,  you  will  think  the 
disbursing  officers  of  this  department  equitaUy  entitled  to 
such  additional  compensation  for  this  onerous  duty  as  will 
cover  the  losses  to  which  they  are  liable  under  a  careful 
performance  ef  it. 

It  was  believed  that  the  references  in  the  appropriation 
laws  of  the  last  session  to  the  act  of  April  6,  1832,  as  a 
guide  for  the  disbursement,  gave  to  the  Secretary  of  War 
the  same  power  to  allow  paymasters  a  per  centage,  as  was 
exercised  under  the  act  referred  to;  but  as  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral entertains  doubts  of  that  authority,  I  respectfully  re- 
quest that  you  wiU  lay  the  subject  before  Congress,  with 
«uch  remai^  as  you  may  think  necessary  and  proper. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  TOWSON, 
Paymaster  General. 

Hon.  B.  F.  Bdtlbb, 

Secretary  of  War  ad  mierim. 


REPORT  OF  COMMISSARY  GENERAL  OF  PUR- 
CHASES. 

Commissary  Gxiteral's  Office, 

Philadelphia^  November  1,  1836. 
Sib:  In  obedience  to  instructions  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, dated  on  the  Hth  October,  1836,  I  have  prepared, 
and  have  the  honor  of  enclosing,  my  moneyed  estimate  for 
the  year  1837,  marked  A  and  B,  as  follows,  viz: 

A.  For  clothing,  camp  equipage,  dec,  for 

one  year,  ending  31st  October,  1838,         -  |206,940  08 

B.  For  the  expenses  of  the  Commissary 
General's  office  during  the  year  1837,         -         8,000  00 

Total,     $214,940  08 

I  likewise  enclose  ten  statements,  numbered  I,  2,  3,  4, 
5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  and  10,  prepared  in  obedience  to  your  order, 
viz; 

No.  I .  Statement  of  moneys  drawn  from  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States  on  account  of  various  appropriations  du- 
ring the  first  three  quarters  of  the  year  1836. 

No.  2.  Statement  of  moneys  received  snd  disbursed  on 
account  of  the  Purchasing  department  during  the  same 
period. 

No.  d.  Statement  of  moneys  received  and  disbursed  on 
account  of  <' appropriation  for  volunteers  and  militia,"  to 
the  30th  September,  1836. 

'So.  4.  Statement  of  moneys  received  and  disbursed  on 
account  of  <*  appropriation  for  suppressing  hostilities  of 
Creek  Indians,"  to  the  30th  September,  1836. 

No.  5.  Statement  of  moneys  received  and  disbursed  on 
account  of  <<  appropriation  for  additional  dragoons,"  dtc., 
to  dOtb  September,  1836. 

No.  6.  Statement  of  moneys  received  and  disbursed  on 
account  of  <<  appropriation  for  repressing  hostilities  of  Semi- 
nole Indians,"  during  the  first  three  quarters  of  1836. 

No.  7.  Statement  of  moneys  received  and  disbursed  on 
account  of  *<  appropriation  for  the  suppression  of  Indian 
hostilities  in  Florida,"  per  act  of  April  1,  1836,  to  Septem- 
ber 30,  1836. 

No.  8.  Statement  of  the  expenditure  of  the  contingent 
fund  of  the  Commissary  General's  office,  during  the  first 
three  quarters  of  the  year  1836. 

Nq.  9.  Comparative  statement  of  the  cost  of  army  cloth- 
ing during  the  years  1835,  1836,  and  1837. 

No.  10.  Statement  of  the  cost  of  clothing,  dec,  for  the 
United  States  army  during  the  year  1837. 

The  above  statements  will,  I  hope,  be  entirely  sa&sfac- 
toiy. 


Since  making  out  the  enclosed  statements  Nos.  1  to  7, 
I  have  received  the  report  of  the  Second  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  by  which  I  am  informed  my  ac- 
counts of  the  second  quarter  ot  1836  have  been  acted  upon, 
and  the  disbursements  passed  to  my  credit 

I  have  deducted  ^30,000  from  the  gross  amount  of  the 
moneyed  estimate  A,  for  clothing,  dec,  that  may  remain 
on  hand  after  the  issues  for  this  year  may  have  been  com- 
pleted, which  is  as  much  as  can  be  deducted  with  safety. 

Whatever  balances  of  the  dif&rent  appropriations  remain 
undrawn  will  be  required  to  enable  me  to  execute  the  or- 
ders of  the  War  Department,  to  settle  all  accounts  to  the 
end  of  the  year,  and  to  hamb  clothing  made  during  the  ap* 
preaching  winter,  so  as  to  be  ready  for  an  early  spring 
issue.  I  have  therefore  to  request  the  money  may  be  re- 
served for  the  operations  of  this  department,  as  the  whole 
will  be  required. 

The  duplicates  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  they  can  be 
pre[>ared. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  high  respect,  your  most 
obedient  servant, 

C.  IRVINE, 
Commissary  General  of  Purchases. 

Hon.  B.  F.  BuTLxn,  Secretary  of  War. 


REPORT  FROM  THE  CHIEF  ENGINEER. 


ExGixxsR  Depabtmeitt, 

NoffemberBO,  1836. 
Hon.  B.  F.  BcTTLER,  Secretary  of  War  ad  interim: 

Sir:  In  con^>liance  with  your  instructions,  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  report  relating  to  the  opera- 
tions of  this  department  during  the  year  ending  on  the  30th 
of  September,  1836.  It  Lb  accompanied  by  four  tabular 
statements,  marked  A,  B,  C,  and  D.  The  first  two.  re- 
late to  its  fiscal  concerns;  the  third  exhibits  the  works  pro- 
jected by  the  Board  of  Engineers  which  have  not  been  com- 
menced, with  an  estimate  of  their  cost;  and  the  fourth 
shows  the  respective  appropriations  referred  to  this  depart- 
ment during  Uie  past  year,  with  the  name  and  station  of 
the  superintendent  of  each  work. 

FORTIFICATIONS. 

The  appropriation  for  this  branch  of  service  became  avail- 
ale  in  July  last.  Some  time  necessarily  elapsed  in  giving 
instructions  to  the  several  officers,  and  in  their  making  and 
commencing  their  plan  of  operations.  The  difficulty,  at 
that  advanced  period  of  the  year,  of  procuring  mechanics 
and  laborers,  nearly  all  of  whom  had  made  their  engage- 
ments for  the  season,  caused  a  tardy  commencement  of 
operations,  especially  at  those  works  where  tliey  had  been 
susp^ded  an  entire  year  for  want  of  funds;  and,  to  the 
time  embraced  by  the  annual  report,  (30th  September, )  they 
had  scarcely  got  into  full  operation.  This  is  the  cause  why 
little  progress  has  been  made  during  the  past  year;  and,  so 
far  as  the  several  works  are  concerned,  I  shall  have  little 
either  of  interest  or  importance  to  report. 

Fort  Warren^  Boston  harbor,  Massachusetts. — The 
work  performed  at  this  fort,  from  its  commencement,  has 
been  chiefly  confined  to  those  fronts  which  are  designed  to 
command  the  main  channel  and  entrance  to  the  harbor. 
The  entire  excavations  on  these  fronts  will  probably  be 
completed  this  autumn,  except  those  for  foundations  of 
walls  not  commenced,  and  a  small  mass  of  earth  on  a  high 
level  on  the  coverface,  which,  to  save  expense,  is  left  to  .be 
transferred  to  the  tenrepleins  and  parapets  of  the  main  work 
after  the  completion  of  the  casemates.  The  whole  quantity 
of  earth  excavated  is  ninety-nine  thousand  two  hundred 
and  eighty-seven  cubic  yards. 

Although,  since  the  commencement  of  operations  in  July, 
due  eftbrts  have  been  made  to  collect  the  requisite  force, 
the  masons  on  the  work  have  not  at  any  time  exceeded 
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thirty.  They  have  been  employed  exduBirely  on  the  pien 
and  walls  of  front  No.  1.  Six  piers  for  arches  of  thirty 
feet  span  will  be  completed  within  the  present  month. 
Five  other  piers  are  in  ▼aiious  stages  of  progress,  and  so 
for  adyanced  that  arrangements  will  be  made  to  commence 
the  arch- work  next  spring. 

Fort  Independence^  Boston  harbor^  Maeaaehueette. — 
The  small  balance  of  former  appropriations  unexpended  on 
the  80th  of  September,  1836,  was  applied,  during  the  last 
quarter  of  that  year,  to  the  hammering  of  stone  for  facing 
tile  scarp.  At  the  begiiming  of  ihe  present  year,  when 
the  work  was  suspended  for  want  of  funds,  3,560  cubic 
yards  had  been  received,  of  wMch  3,044,  nuking  4S,839 
superficial  feet  of  face,  had  been  hammered,  leaving  7,000 
superficial  feet  to  be  dressed  to  complete  the  quantity  re- 
quired for  the  new  scarp.  $100,000  were  appropriated  in 
July  last  for  rebuilding  this  fort  on  the  plan  recommended 
by  the  Board  of  Engineers  and  appron^d  by  the  Execu- 
tive. Since  then  a  suitable  force  has  been  employed  in 
demolishing  the  old  walls  and  buildings,  and  clearing  away 
the  earth  and  rubbish  along  the  fronts  facing  the  channel^ 
the  curtains  and  flanks  of  which  are  among  the  parts  of  the 
woriL  to  be  casemated.  This  will  soon  be  completed,  and  ar- 
rangements made  for  commencing  the  masonry  next  spring 
and  prosecuting  it  with  vigor. 

Fort  AdamSf  Narragansett  roads^  Rhode  Island, — ^In 
consequence  of  there  being  no  appropriations  for  this  work 
for  the  year  1836,  the  oj^rations  were  discontinued  from 
the  spring  of  last  year  tUl  July  of  the  present  year,  and 
were  resumed  with  vigor  the  moment  the  current  appropri- 
ation was  granted.  The  excavations  of  earth  and  rock  in 
all  the  ditches  of  the  fort  are  finished.  A  small  portion 
of  the  excavation  of  the  esplanade,  and  a  considerable 
part  for  the  parade  itself,  remain  to  be  executed.  Such 
portions  of  the  stones  removed  in  these  excavations  as  were 
suitable  have  been  applied  to  the  masonry  of  the  fort  The 
remainder  and  all  the  earth  have  been  used  in  forming  the 
embankments  of  some  of  the  fronts.  All  the  excavations 
for  the  communication  from  the  fort  to  the  redoubt  are  ex- 
ecuted, and  the  earth  has  been  applied  to  the  formation  of 
the  communication  parapets,  which  are  finished.  The  gla- 
cis, terrepleins,  and  embankments  'of  certain  fronts,  with 
their  places  of  arms,  and  covert-ways,  are  completed,  with 
the  exception  of  some  turfing.  The  masonry  of  the  sev- 
eral fronts  of  the  fort  b  well  advanced,  and  in  parts  com- 
pleted; some  of  them  have  all  the  arches  turned,  roofed, 
leaded,  and  covered  with  earth.  On  others  the  entire  ma- 
sonry is  completed,  with  the  exception  of  the  breast-height 
walls.  All  Uie  gun-embrasures  (in  number  104)  and  all 
the  carronade-embrasures  (in  number  67)  are  built.  The 
two  large  ovens,  many  of  the  cisterns,  and  fire-places  for 
soldiers'  barracks  are  finished.  All  the  walls  of  communi- 
cation frt>m  the  fort  to  the  redoubt,  in  length  2,S40  feet, 
are  completed,  as  well  as  about  two-thirds  of  the  walls  un- 
der water  for  the  permanent  wharf.  On  the  exterior  faces 
of  the  scarp-walls,  and  for  exposed  corners,  granite  of  a 
durable  quality,  hammered  to  a  rough  £Bu:e,  is  used.  The 
interior  of  the  walls,  and  the  inner  faces,  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  peirs,  and  all  the  foundations,  are  of  grauwacke  slate, 
which  occurs  abundantly  on  the  public  domain,  is  obtained 
with  good  beds  and  &ces,  and  costs  much  less  than  any 
other  stone.  Most  of  the  lime  used  within  the  year  has 
been  burned  in  kilns  on  the  spot;  the  quality  is  superior  to 
any  found  in  market  and  costs  less.  A  portion  of  hydrau- 
lic lime  is  now  added  to  all  mortar  designed  for  stone  ma- 
sonry; experience  having  shown  that  that  composed  of  sand 
and  lime  alone,  suffers  much  injury  from  the  frost,  however 
carefully  made  and  applied.  The  estimate  for  1837  is  pre- 
dicated upon  the  plan  of  finishing  the  scarp  of  the  west 
front  and  the  scarp  and  piers  of  the  north  front;  to  turn 
the  arches  of  the  north  front;  to  finish  the  parade-wall;  to 
finish  putting  on  the  earthen  parapeU  of  the  fort;  to  build 


the  broast-heighi  walls,  and  to  make  all  posnUe  progreNin 
the  masoniy  of  the  redoubt 

Fort  Schuyler^  Throg*g  neck,  Eaat  river,  Neiv  Yark.^ 
No  exertion  has  been  spared,  since  funds  beosme  available 
for  this  wo^  to  advance  the  operations  as  n^idly  aa  pos- 
sible; but  the  demand  for  mechanics  has  been  so  great  ew 
since  the  opening  of  the  season,  and  even  before  it,  that  oot 
more  than  60  masons  could  ever  be  collected,  wbereai  SOO 
were  designed  to  be  employed.  Operations  in  oonaequence 
have  been  comparatively  limited,  and,  in  additiim  to  otlw 
impediments,  occasion^y  embarrassed  by  strikea  for  us- 
reasonable  prices  on  the  part  of  those  by  whom  stone  wu 
to  be  supplied.  The  sea-wall  has  been  carried  to  ifeiheigbl 
around  the  front  of  the  fort,  and  where  it  forms  the  leret- 
ment  of  the  right  flank  of  the  glacis.  A  part  of  the  foon- 
dation  of  the  counter-scarp  wall  has  been  laid  and  the  cul- 
vert finished.  The  graduation  of  the  site  has  been  com- 
menced, and  will  be  sufficiently  advanced  to  begin  the 
foundations  of  the  walls  of  the  main  work  so  aoon  as  the 
masons  can  be  spared  from  the  sea-wall,  or  others  engaged 
to  commence  them. 

Fort  Columbue  and  Castle  William,  Goifemor't  bland, 
New  York. — ^It  is  anticipated  that  the  repairs  of  these  woib 
will  be  completed  the  present  working  season.  The  wur 
soniy  of  Fort  Columbus  is  now  fini^ed,  except  the  con- 
struction of  some  oflSces  and  steps^  and  the  laying  of  i 
small  portion  of  coping,  flagging,  and  paving,  and  the 
completion  of  some  traverse  circles  and  pintle  beds.  The 
necessary  plastering  and  painting  will  be  finished  this  month, 
as  well  as  the  iron-work  and  roofing  of  the  barracks,  at 
which  time  it  is  also  expected  the  carpentry  will  be  oonh 
pleted. 

The  flagging  of  the  barbette  platform  of  Castle  William 
has  been  relaid  on  a^ckbed  of  cement-mortar,  which  a{»- 
pears  to  be  perfectly  tight  The  platform  of  the  second  tier 
and  floors  of  the  third  tier  have  been'^laid,  and  the  galleries 
repaired.  All  the  work  required  to  be  done  is  expected  to 
be  completed  in  the  course  of  the  year.  The  south  batterj 
requires  little  more  to  be  done  than  to  lay  the  traverse  dr* 
cles,  the  foimdations  of  which  are  prepared. 

Fort  M^n,  Delaware  river,  Pennsyhania.—The  n^ 
oessity  which  existed  in  December,  1835,  of  putting  some 
position  on  the  Delaware  in  a  state  of  defence  to  protect 
Philadelphia  against  the  approadi  of  an  enemy  by  watery 
led  to  the  repair  of  this  fort,  as  being  advantageous  for  the 
effectual  protection  of  the  river,  and  susceptible  of  bciog 
fitted  up  in  less  time  than  any  other  point  The  masonry 
was  found  to  be  in  good  condition;  the  ramparts  and  par- 
apets constructed  of  earth  required  re-forming,  and  all  the 
wood-work  of  the  platforms,  gateways,  sally-ports,  msgi- 
zines,  casernes,  and  barracks,  entirely  decayed  and  nofit 
for  use  even  to  the  roofs  and  floors  of  the  quarters;  and  the 
ditches  were  filled  up.  The  ramparts  and  parapets  !»« 
been  formed,  and  the  ditches  excavated  and  widened.  The 
quarters  for  oflSoers  and  soldiers  have  been  repaired,  the 
scarp-walls  pointed,  and  416  running  feet  raised  %  feelf 
height  to  make  it  uniform  with  the  other  parts  of  theworti 
and  the  walls  of  the  magazine  raised  and  covered  with  earth 
and  all  parts  thoroughly  repaired.  The  whole  work^U 
probably  be  completed  this  fall,  except  perhaps  aomepain^ 
ing  and  the  erection  of  gun-sheds,  which  may  be  arrestw 
by  unfavorable  weather. 

Fort  Delaware,  Delaware  river. — In  the  last  annual  I^ 
port  it  was  stated  that  large  supplies  of  material  had  been 
previotisly  collected,  and  arrangements  made  for  constrac- 
tion  whenever  funds  should  be  available  for  that  pu^T^ 
The  work  remained  suspended  until  July  last,  when  vn 
appropriation  was  made  for  its  continuance,  but  at  too  \^  ^ 
season  to  effect  any  thing  advantageously.  As  soon  a«  * 
force  of  laborers  could  be  collected,  the  excavations  for  tv 
foundations  were  commenced,  and  the  earth  %ppli<^  "P 
forming  the  glacis.     Some  progress  has  been  made  in  dn* 
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ving  piles  for  the  foundation  of  a  magazine,  and  the  acarp 
of  the  front  on  tho  Delaware  channel;  and  a  further  sup- 
pi/  of  material  has  been  procured.  1'he  impracticability  of 
procuring  laborers  and  mechanics  at  so  late  a  period  of  the 
year,  even  at  the  highest  rate  of  wages,  is  the  cause  of  so 
little  progress;  and  this  cause  existed  not  only  at  the  site 
of  the  work,  but  at  all  places  whence  materials  were  to  be 
drawn. 

Fort  Monroe^  Hampton  Rtads^  Va, — ^The  appropriation 
granted  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  for  completing,  in  a 
permanent  manner,  all  the  parts  of  this  work,  and  referred 
to  this  department  for  application,  remains  untouched  in 
the  Treasttiy.  After  making  a  distribution  of  the  officers 
among  all  the  works,  and,  iu  nearly  every  instance,  assign- 
ing^ the  superintendence  of  several  to  the  same  individual, 
the  sendees  of  none  could  be  procured  for  the  one  in  ques- 
tion. 

Fort  Calhoun^  Hampton  Roads,  la.— Operations  at 
this  woric  were  resumed  about  the  middle  of  July  last;  and, 
notwithstanding  the  exertions  that  were  made,  a  full  force 
could  not  be  assembled  before  about  the  middle  of  Septem- 
ber. They  have  been  employed  in  removing  from  the  walls 
the  stone  necessary  for  the  superstructure  and  mole,  and 
previously  accumulated  for  the  compression  s>(  the  founda- 
tion; preparing  machinery  and  buildings.  Core  has  been 
taken  in  removing  the  stone  to  preserve  the  equality  of  pres- 
sure as  much  as  possible.  It  is  not  anticipated  to  have  the 
foundations  laid  open  and  preparations  made  for  commenc- 
ing the  masonry  of  the  work  before  March  next. 

Fort  Casweii,  Oak  island,  N,  C.-^The  appropriation 
for  completing  and  strengthening  tliis  work  has  been  ap- 
plied as  far  as  circumstances  would  permit.  The  dike 
around  the  ditch  has  been  repaired,  and  preparations  made 
to  commence  immediately  tho  permanent  lock  to  regulate 
the  admission  of  water  into  the  ditches.  Arrangements  are 
also  in  progress  for  beginning  the  necessary  masonry  at  an 
early  period  of  next  year,  and  which  could  not  bo  com- 
mence sooner  for  want  of  brick. 

Forfifieations  in  Charleston  harbor,  S,  C. — Nothing 
has  been  yet  done  towards  applying  the  appropriations  for 
the  fortifications  in  this  harbor — ^no  officer  being  available 
for  that  purpose.  As  was  stated  in  my  last  report,  the  op- 
eratioiui  were  abruptly  arrested  in  March,  1836,  for  want 
of  funds;  and  at  this  time  I  am  not  aware  of  the  condition 
or  state  of  the  works.  The  difficulty  of  obtaining  the  right 
of  site  for  the  new  work  designed  for  the  protection  of  the 
liarbor  still  exisUi,  and  furnishes  another  impediment  to 
resuming  operations. 

Fart  Pulaski,  Coekspur  utland,  Georgia.^^Th.ete  has 
been  no  progress  in  the  construction  of  this  work  for  the 
last  year.  Since  the  ^ipropriation  became  available,  all 
the  means  at  the  disposal  of  the  local  engineer  have  been 
applied  to  restoring  the  canal  flats,  material,  machinery, 
&c.,  injured  by  decay,  to  their  former  condition.  From 
the  preparations,  however,  now  made,  it  is  expected  that 
the  masonry  will  be  resumed  in  a  few  days.  The  casual- 
ties Attendant  on  this  work  have  added  materially  to  its  cost 
of  construction,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  esti- 
mate to  complete  it  embraced  in  tlie  tabular  statement. 

Iti  the  original  design  for  this  woik  by  the  board  at  engi- 
neers, no  revetement  was  contemplated  for  tho  sides  of  tho 
ditclK^s  >nd  feeder.  Experience  has  since  shown  that  the 
mud  which  eonstitutes  the  island,  when  exposed  to  the 
iii0uv  and  reflux  of  the  sea,  will  assume,  in  combination 
with  the  water,  a  demi-fluid  state,  thereby  filling  up  the 
ditcher,  impairing  the  strength  of  the  fort  and  health  of  tho 
l^anison.  Further,  in  cases  of  severe  blows  and  high  tides, 
the  water  will  6ow  over  the  dikes,  and  in  case  of  no  revete- 
inent-walls,  will  sweep  the  earth  of  the  slopes  and  dikes 
into  the  ditches  in  a  few  moments.  It  is  believed  by  the 
local  engineer  that,  if  the  revetement  of  the  scarp  of  the 
acxni-lone  be  not  constructed,  in  I«M  UWA  one  year  after 
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tho  completion  of  the  fort,  one-half  of  its  rampart  will  have 
fallen  into  the  ditch.  An  estimate  has  been  made  for  rev- 
etting with  masonry  the  scarp  of  the  dcmi-lunc,  couxtter- 
scarp  of  main  work  and  demi-lune,  and  the  sides  of  tho 
feeder,  to  the  ditch  between  the  advanced  and  remote  tide- 
locks,  amounting,  iu  the  aggregate,  to  $150,000;  which 
is  in  part  embraced  in  the  estimate  for  the  next  year's 
operations,  and  will  bo  so  applied  unless  restricted  by  the 
act  of  appropriation. 

Port  Marion,  St.  Augustine,  Florida, — This  work  is 
presumed  to  be  in  the  same  condition  in  which  it  was  re< 
ported,  in  1834.  No  officer  being  disposable  for  the  appli- 
cation of  the  appropriation  of  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
a  civil  agent  has  been  appointed  to  take  charge  of  the  ope- 
rations, who  has  reached  his  place  of  destination,  and  is 
now  making  some  preparatory  arrangements. 

Fort  Piekens,  Pensaeoht  harbor,  Florida. — ^The  appro- 
priation of  last  year  for  this  fort  has  been  sufficient  to  pay 
off  the  arrearages  due  on  account  of  giving  increased  di- 
mensions to  the  scarp-walls  of  one  of  the  bastions,  as  sta- 
ted in  my  last  report  The  small  balance  remaining  on 
hand  will  be  applied  to  sundry  improvements  by  which  tho 
condition  of  the  work  will  be  benefited. 

Fort  on  Foster's  bank,  Florida. — The  operations  at  this 
point  have  steadily  advanced  during  the  year  1 835,  and  for 
upwards  of  six  months  of  the  present  year,  notwithstanding 
the  want  of  funds.  The  amount  of  work  thus  executed 
upon  the  individual  credit  of  the  superintending  engineer 
and  the  responsibility  of  the  contractors,  and  the  great  loss 
thereby  saved  to  the  United  States,  were  explained  in  my 
last  leport  8ome  delay  in  getting  the  remainder  of  the 
bricks  required  will  have  prevented  the  completion  of  the 
whole  of  this  work  before  the  end  of  the  year.  The  fort, 
in  all  its  parts,  has  been  faithfully  constructed,  and  is  in 
excellent  condition.  Some  alterations  from  the  original 
plan  have  been  adopted,  by  increasing  the  height  of  the 
scarp-wall  and  the  thickness  of  the  bomb-proof  of  cascmstes, 
and  giving  additional  dimensions  to  several  parts  of  the  ma- 
sonry. These  alterations  and  improvements  have  neces- 
sarily involved  an  additional  cost  to  the  works,  wliirh, 
added  to  otlier  items  not  embraced  m  tho  original  esti- 
mate, will  form  the  difference  between  that  and  the  actual 
cost.  This  excess  of  cost  will,  however,  have  been  bene- 
ficially incurred,  since  it  provides  for  increased  strength  and 
permanency  to  tho  works. 

F(frt  Morgan,  Mobile  Point,  Alabama. — The  casemates 
intended  for  officers'  quarters,  mentioned  in  my  last  report, 
have  been  completed. 

Fort  Livingston,  Grand  Terre,  Louisiana. — Nothing 
has  been  done  at  this  point  during  the  year,  for  want  of  an 
officer  to  take  charge  of  the  work.  A  keeper  and  one  la- 
borer have  been  employed  to  take  care  of  the  premises  and 
materials  belonging  to  the  United  States,  and  to  improve 
the  lands. 

Fort  Jackson,  Louisiana.'^ThiB  work  is  not  considered 
in  a  state  of  defence.  From  the  nature  of  the  foundation 
it  was  deemed  prudent,  at  the  time  of  its  construction,  not 
to  put  on  the  earthen  parapets  until  time  had  imparted  to 
the  work  a  greater  solidity.  It  b  also  without  furnaces  for 
heating  shot,  and  casemates  for  additional  magazines,  store- 
rooms,  dtc,  require  to  be  fitted  up.  An  estimate  for  these 
purposes  is  accordingly  submitted. 

Contingencies  of  Fortifications.  —Ten  thousand  dolJarn 
were  appropriated  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  under  this 
head.  They  have  been  applied  to  defraying  the  expenses 
for  a  survey  on  Lake  Champlain,  repairs  at  Fort  Morgan, 
Bienvenue,  Dupr^,  and  Forts  Wood  and  Pike. 

The  appropriation  of  $100,000  for  incidental  expenses 
has  been  applied  to  the  restoration  of  Fort  Miffiin,  purchase 
of  additional  land  at  Fort  McHenry,  preparing  gun- trav- 
erses and  platforms,  furnaces  for  heating  &ot,  and  fittuig 
up  magazines,  dec  at  Boston  harbor,  Newport,  New  York, 
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Fort  McHenry,  Fort  Severn,  Fort  Waahington,  Fort  Cal- 
houn, Fort  Caswell,  Fort  Pulaski,  and  forts  on  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico. 

HABB0B8  AHD  BITERS. 

Chicago  karboTf  Illinois. — ^'JTie  season  had  so  fiw  ad- 
vanced when  the  appropriation  for  this  work  became  avail- 
able, that  workmen  and  laborers  seeking  employment  in  the 
country  had  made  permanent  engagements  elsewhere;  and 
therefore  little  progress  has  been  made  since  my  last  annual 
report,  other  than  to  procure  a  dredging-machine  and  ma- 
terials.    Operations  have  been  delayed  since  they  were  re- 
sumed this  year  by  boisterous  and  unfavorable  weather, 
which  has  prevented  any  extension  of  the  north  pier  into 
the  lake.     The  south  pier  has  been  extended  150  feet,  and 
should  the  weather  allow,  it  is  contemplated  to  Cany  it  280 
feet  farther  this  fall,  and  to  endeavor  to  raise  it  its  whole 
height,  no  part  of  which  is  now  more  than  one  foot  above 
the  surface  of  the  lake.    This  will  make  both  piers  of  equal 
length,  extending  twelve  hundred  and  sixty  feet  into  the 
lake,  and  across  the  crest  of  the  outer  bar,  into  full  eleven 
feet  water.     It  is  believed  that  by  means  of  the  dredging- 
machine,  a  channel,  sixty  feet  broad  and  of  sufficient  depth, 
will  be  opened  along  one  of  the  piers  this  fall,  which  will 
admit  vessels  from  the  lower  lakes  to  enter  the  river  and  lie 
up  for  the  winter.    Eight  hundred  cords  of  stone  have  been 
deposited  in  the  piers  this  year,  and  it  is  contemplated  the 
next  season  to  extend  the  north  pier  about  one  hundred  yanls 
fttrther  into  the  lake,  which  will  probably  be  sufficient  to 
secure  a  safe  entrance  and  protect  the  channel  from  being 
filled  with  the  moving  sands.     The  great  and  increasing 
trade  and  prosperity  of  the  town  of  Chicago  and  adjacent 
country,  urge  the  importance  of  a  speedy  completion  of  the 
improvement  of  this  harbor,  and,  therefore,  the  full  amount 
of  the  estimate  asked  is  recommended  to  be  granted. 

Harbors  on  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Erie. — 'ITie  prog- 
ress of  these  works  has  been  retaided,  1st,  by  the  lateness 
of  the  season  at  which  the  appropriation  for  their  continu- 
ance became  available;  2d,  from  the  necessity  of  changing 
the  general  superintendent  of  the  greater  number  of  them, 
whose  services  were  elsewhere  required;  and,  3d,  from  the 
unprecedented  continuous  and  violent  storms,  and  the  rise 
of  the  water  on  that  shore  of  the  lake  more  than  2^  feet 
higher  on  an  average  thnn  has  been  known  for  12  years. 
Their  condition  in  detail  is  set  forth  in  the  report  of  the 
general  superintendent,  which,  from  the  great  interest  felt 
in  their  prosperity,  is  aimexed,  marked  A,  and  to  which  I 
beg  lea^  to  refer. 

Mouth  of  Oak-orchard  creek.  Lake  Ontario,  N.  Y. — 
Five  thousand  dollars  were  appropriated  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress  for  the  formation  of  a  harbor  at  this  place.  The 
work  has  been  commenced,  and  the  pier  extending  from  the 
western  shore  to  contract  the  mouth  of  the  creek  has  been 
completed.  The  piers  to  be  constructed  on  each  side  of  the 
channel,  and  to  extend  1,160  feet  into  the  lake  to  deep  wa^ 
ter,  will  be  embraced  in  next  year's  operations.  A  sketch 
of  the  plan  of  improvement  pursued  is  appended,  martced  B. 

Mouth  of  Genesee  river,  N.  Y. — Operations  at  this 
point,  since  the  appropriation  for  1836  became  available, 
have  been  confined  to  repairing  those  portions  of  the  piers 
that  have  been  found  to  subside  in  the  sandy  bed  of  the 
lake.  The  local  agent  reports  that  they  remain'  firm,  and 
that  the  channel  is  open,  and  as  deep  as  the  navigation  of 
the  lake  requires.  The  more  s|)ecial  object  of  the  last  ap- 
propriation, viz. ,  the  permanent  stone-work,  has  not  been 
and  cannot  be  carried  into  effect  until  the  waters  of  the  lake 
sufficiently  subside  to  allow  the  masonry  to  be  begun  at 
such  a  point  as  to  ensure  its  being  always  covered,  even  at 
their  lowest  stages,  thereby  securing  the  preservation  of  the 
timlier-work  below.  The  unusual  height  attained  by  the 
waters  of  the  lake  in  June  last,  forbids  the  construction 
above  described,  and  they  have  not  yet  subsided.  Arrange- 
ments have  been  made  for  procuring  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  stone,  and  of  a  suitable  kind. 


Big  Sodus  bay.  Lake  Ontario,  N.  F.— The  opera^on 
of  dredging  out  the  channel  between  the  piers  at  this  place 
has  been  satisfactorily  advanced  since  the  work  was  resu- 
med this  season;  one-half  of  it  having  been  opened  to  16 
feet  depth  of  water,  and  which  at  the  lowest  stage  of  the 
lake  will  afford  a  draught  of  14  feet.  The  work  is  repre- 
sented to  give  evidences  of  remaining  a  permanent  improre- 
ment 

Oswego,  Lake  Ontario,  N.  Y. — This  woik  has  been 
much  retarded  and  embarraased  the  past  year  by  the- extra- 
ordinary high  water  in  the  lake,  which  has  been  about  33 
inches  above  its  ordinary  leveL  The  labor  and  expense  of 
preparing  the  bed  of  the  pavement  of  the  mole  and  arranging 
the  stones  at  the  base  were  consequently  much  augmented* 
and  the  process  of  quarrying  Urge  stone  for  the  base  of  the 
mole  was  entirely  abandoned  in  consequence  of  the  quar- 
ries being  overflowed  by  the  water  from  the  lake.  The  op- 
erations for  the  year  have  been  limited  to  removing  the  tem- 
porary construction  around  the  foundation  of  the  light- 
house, and  rebuilding  it  in  a  more  permanent  manner;  to 
laying  about  13,500  square  feet  of  pavement,  and  receiving 
2,843  tons  of  paving  stone.  The  report  of  the  local  agent, 
giving  a  concise  history  of  the  operations  since  the  year 
1833,  and  his  views  relating  to  its  construction,  is  append- 
ed, marked  C,  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer  for  more  partir- 
ular  information. 

Perhaps  it  woukl  be  interesting  to  observe  at  this  plarr 
the  effect  produced  by  the  works  just  described  upon  their 
immediate  vicinity,  and  what  benefit  the  country  at  larg^ 
will  derive  from  their  construction. 

The  four  last-ntmed  are  on  Lake  Ontario.  The  im- 
provement at  Oak'orchard  creek  has  but  just  eommencet). 
and  is  spoken  of  as  one  of  the  points  for  the  debouche  of 
the  ship  canal  around  the  Falls  of  NiagarB.  One  railro»l 
has  been  extended  along  the  margin  of  the  Genesee  toward* 
the  piers  at  its  mouth,  and  a  second  projected  and  char- 
tered. A  canal  has  been  commenced  from  Bodus  bay,  hy 
which  a  conununication  through  Cayuga  lake  into  Penn- 
sylvania, thence  through  the  Susquehannah  river  canal  u* 
Chesapeake  bay,  will  be  opened  to  the  commerce  of  thr 
Northern  lakes  to  the  New  York  and  Southern  market*^ 
This  line  of  intercourse,  uniting  the  Northern  and  Southern 
States  by  the  strong  tie  of  mutual  and  commercial  interr^t^, 
and  furnishing  an  easy  and  expeditions  route  for  nuUlar> 
transportation  from  the  Northern  to  the  Southern  fronttcr, 
must  be  considered  a  work  of  a  truly  national  character. 

A  branch  of  the  New  York  and  Erie  canal  already  ex- 
tends to  OhAvcgo,  through  which  the  produce  of  the  shores 
of  Lake  Ontario  is  conveyed,  to  be  distributed  throtigh  thr 
whole  country.  From  the  time  of  the  first  commeneement 
of  these  works,  in  1 829,  the  navigation  and  tonnage  on  the 
lake  have  more  than  doubled  in  extent  and  quality;  and  thr 
population  surrounding  these  districts  has  increatsed  in  a 
ratio  of  one-third. 

Monument  on  Steele's  ledge,  Maine. — As  stated  in  tb»? 
last  annual  report,  this  structure  was  then  completed,  wiib 
but  a  slight  exception.  The  agent,  in  January  last,  re- 
ported that  his  operations  had  been  brought  to  a  rloee,  S9«d 
recommended  that  the  small  balance  of  funds  in  bis  hand« 
should  be  applied  in  buoying  out  the  channel  leading  to  th? 
mouth  of  the  Penobscot  river,  the  direct  course  to  Prospect 
harbor,  Bucks{)ort,  Frankfort,  and  Bangor,  which  at  pres- 
ent can  only  be  safely  navigated  at  certain  stages  of  th«- 
tide.  It  was  estimated  that  it  would  cost  about  $150  W 
mark  out  the  channel  and  render  it  secure  at  all  tides;  but, 
as  the  appropriation  was  specific  for  a  monontent  on  the 
ledge,  the  department  believed  it  had  no  authority  to  saiir- 
tion  this  application.  It  is  now  recommended  that  the )«  - 
ance  of  this  appropriation  may  bo  applied  to  the  purprM* 
above  mentioned,  and  it  is  therefore  included  in  the  ciitt- 
mate  to  be  re- appropriated  for  that  object 
Breakwater  onSfanford  ledge,  Portland  harbor,  Maine.  — 
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Ten  thoaiMipd  dollars  wefe  appropriated  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress  for  the  commencement  of  this  object  The 
officer  under  whose  general  superintendence  the  work  was 
placed,  report!  that  no  permanent  agent  had  yet  been  ap- 
pointed to  take  charge  of  the  operations,  but  that  the  gen- 
tleman consenting  at  his-request  to  assist  in  the  preliminary 
arrangements,  had  informed  him  that  a  contract  had  been 
made  for  constructing  the  first  section  of  the  breakwater, 
extending  on  Stanford  ledge  400  yards  from  the  shore. 

Piere  at  Kennebunk,  Maine, — The  sum  of  $7,500  for 
conttnoing  this  work  was  appropriated  in  July.  As  much 
of  the  most  favorable  season  for  operations  had  then  passed, 
the  work,  if  commenced,  could  not  be  completed  this  year, 
and  it  was  apprehended  that,  if  left  in  an  unfinished  state, 
exposed  to  the  action  of  the  sea  during  the  winter,  its  safe- 
ty would  be  endangered;  the  agent  was  therefore  instructed 
to  limit  his  operations  to  the  collection  of  materials,  and  to 
such  arrangements  as  might  be  necessary  for  commencing 
the  work  next  spring. 

Deepening  the  channel  of  the  Coeheeo  branch  of  the 
Piscatagua  river,  leading  into  Dovfr  liarbor.  New  Hamp- 
shire.— Arrangementi  have  been  made  by  the  general  su- 
perintendent for  commencing  the  necessary  operations  for 
this  improvement,  for  which  $5,000  w«ie  appropriated  in 
J  a!  J  last.  No  report  of  the  progress  of  the  work  has  yet 
heen  received. 

Merrimack  river^  Massachusetts. — ^The  a^cnt  at  this 
place  reports  that  the  breakwater  under  his  charge  is  com- 
plete, with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  a  few  tons  of  stone, 
for  which  the  available  means  are  sufficient. 

Breakwater  at  Sandy  bay,  Massachusetts. — Ten  thou- 
sand dollars  were  appropriated  by  Congress  at  its  last  ses- 
sion for  this  object  The  work  has  been  commenced,  and, 
up  to  the  30th  of  September,  5,635  tons  of  stone  had  been 
deposited  on  the  site  of  the  breakwater.  The  balance  of  the 
funds  applicable  for  this  year  will  be  absorbed  by  contracts 
vriiich  have  been  made  for  the  delivery  of  materials  during 
the  ts\l  and  winter.  A  liberal  appropriation  for  the  pros- 
ecntion  of  this  important  work  next  year  is  earnestly  rec- 
ommended. 

Preservation  of  Rainsford  island^  Massach  useits.  — The 
pieaervation  of  this  island  was  first  commenced  by  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,  whose  Legisbture,  in  1835,  granted 
$4,  500  for  the  purpose.  The  appropriation  of  $  1 5, 000  by 
Cotngress  at  its  last  session  for  the  same  object,  has  been 
applied  in  conttnuation  of  the  work  thus  commenced,  and, 
up  to  the  doth  September,  485  cubic  yards  of  nia.sonry, 
128  running  feet  of  coping,  and  about  380  cubic  yards  of 
embankment,  have  been  executed.  The  wall  proposed  for 
tlie  preservation  of  the  island  is  contemplated  to  be  about 
1,200  feet  long,  averaging  about  7  feet  thick  at  the  ba^e, 
and  varying  in  height  from  7  to  12  feet  Eight  hundred 
Ceet  of  this  distance  have  been  worked  on.  In  front  will 
be  placed  a  quantity  of  ballast  stone  for  its  protection,  and 
cl&e  epaoe  between  the  wall  and  the  natural  bank  will  be 
filled  in  with  earth  and  small  stone. 

Duxbury,  Massachusetts. — Five , thousand  dollars  were 
appropriated  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  **  for  preserv- 
ing the  point  of  land  leading  to  the  fort  and  light-house  at 
ti\e  Gurnet"  The  general  superintendence  of  the  neces- 
sary operations  was  committed  to  an  officer  of  the  corps  of 
«>ngineers.  Agents  have  been  appointed  to  conduct  the 
^v^ork,  and  such  instructions  given  them  as  were  deemed 
0tifficient  No  report  of  their  progieas  has  been  received. 
Plymouth  beach,  Massachusetts.— Tha  amount  of  last 
y€s^B  appropriation,  #500,  has  been  applied  to  repairing 
ctme  breakwater  and  brash  fence,  injured  liy  the  storms  of 
lamet  winter.  The  grass  that  has  been  planted  to  protect 
^tse  beach  and  arrest  the  drifting  sand  is  represented  to  be 
Ixm  creasing,  and  the  estimate  asked  for  by  the  local  agent 
tk^f  next  year,  he  states  can  be  applied  to  much  advantage 
iMM  extsBding  the  wall  on  the  northeast  side  of  the  break* 
«^mter,  planting  grass,  and  repairing  fence. 


Provineetown  harbor,  Massachusetts. — ^The  plantation 
of  grass  at  this  place  is  represented  by  the  local  agent  to  be 
in  a  flourishing  condition.  About  200  acres  have  been 
planted  this  season,  and  the  same  quantity  is  contemplated 
in  the  estimate  for  next  year. 

Hyannis  breakwater,  Massachusetts. — The  present 
length  of  this  breakwater  is  upwards  of  1,100  feet.  The 
foundation  of  the  eastern  extremity  is  extended  as  far  as  the 
plan  contemplates,  but  before  it  is  completed  on  the  top  it 
is  desirable  that  all  settlement  should  cease.  This  end  is 
much  exposed  to  the  action  of  the  sea  and  ice,  and  requires 
to  be  constructed  of  large  stone.  It  is  also  on  this  end  that 
a  beacon  light,  if  built,  must  be  placed.  The  west  end  re- 
quires to  be  extended,  agreeably  to  the  plan,  about  200  feet. 
The  completion  of  this  breakwater  is  represented  to  be  im- 
portant to  commerce  and  navigation,  as  it  is  the  best  if  not 
only  harbor  from  Cape  Cod  to  Vineyard  sound,  and  affords 
commodious  and  safe  anchorage  for  vessels  on  that  coast. 
Its  completion  in  a  permanent  manner  it  is  estimated  by  the 
agent  will  cost  about  $15,000;  $5,000  for  the  completion 
of  the  east  end  and  construction  of  a  beacon  light,  and 
$10,000  to  fmish  the  west  end.  The  working  season  at 
this  place  is  stated  to  be  not  more  than  six  inonlhs  in  the 
year,  and  that  the  last  was  particularly  unfavorable  to  the 
progress  of  operations. 

Mouth  of  Bass  river,  Massachusetts. — Ten  thousand 
dollars  were  appropriated  by  Congress  at  its  last  session  for 
the  improvement  of  tlie  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  this  river. 
The  general  superintendence  of  the  proposed  works  was 
committed  to  an  officer  of  this  department,  who  was  di- 
rected to  visit  the  scene  of  operations,  and  crive  such  in- 
structions as  the  case  required.  Three  individuals,  who, 
it  was  supposed,  would  equally  represent  the  interest  of  the 
community  affected  by  the  contemplated  improvement,  were 
selected  to  take  immediate  charge  of  the  works.  Before  the 
proper  arrangements  could  be  made,  so  much  of  the  work- 
ing season  had  elapsed  that  it  was  not  considered  advisable 
to  execute  any  portion  of  the  work  this  year.  Very  little 
could  have  been  done,  and  so  little  that  it  would  probably 
be  of  greater  harm  than  good.  It  is  expected  that  every 
preparation  will  be  made  by  the  agents  the  ensuing  fall  and 
winter  for  commencing  operations  in  the  spring. 

New  Bedford,  Massachusetts. — ^T'he  application  of  the  sum 
appropriated  l^  Congress  ($10,000)  for  the  removal  of  the 
wreck  in  this  harbor,  has  been  committed  to  local  agents 
appointed  to  superintend  the  work,  but  from  the  late  period 
at  which  the  appropriaUon  became  available,  and  the  delays 
attendant  on  completing  the  necessary  arrangements,  the 
season  had  so  far  advanced  that  it  was  represented  to  the  de> 
partment  that  to  commence  operations  before  next  spring 
would  be  attended  with  great  additional  expense,  as  the 
principal  part  of  the  work  lies  under  water.  It  was  there- 
fore  considered  more  advantageous  to  make  the  requisite 
preparations  for  beginning  at  that  time. 

Breakwater  at  Churches  cove,  Rhode  Island. — Ten  thou- 
sand dollars  were  appropriated  in  July  last,  for  constructing 
a  breakwater  at  this  place,  according  to  a  project  of  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Anderson,  of  the  topographical  engineers. 
Instructions  as  to  the  manner  of  executing  tlie  work  have 
been  given  to  the  agent  selected  to  superintend  it  It  is 
considered  advisable  that,  before  making  any  actual  com- 
mencement, there  sht>uld  Ite  purchased  a  small  portion  of 
the  ground  at  the  junction  of  Uie  breakwater  with  the  shore^ 
so  that  the  United  States  may  possess  the  fee  simple  of  the 
land  above  and  below  water,  on  which  they  build,  and,  also, 
the  right  of  way  to  and  from  it.  Measures  have  been  ta- 
ken to  ascertain  the  practicability  of  making  such  purchase, 
and  an  estimate  will  lie  presented  for  the  purpose,  so  soon 
as  the  terms  can  be  ascertained. 

Thames  river,  Connecticut. — An  agent  has  been  ap- 
pointed to  apply  the  appropriation  of  $10,000  for  deepen- 
ing the  channel  of  this  river.     He  has  been  directed  to  con- 
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form  in  his  operations  to  the  project  of  Major  Bache,  of  the 
topographical  engineera,  upon  which  the  appropriation  waa 
based,  and  to  bestow  all  his  attention  upon  the  upper  pier 
there  spoken  of^  until  the  general  superintendent  could  make 
arrangements  to  visit  Norwich  and  give  more  particular  in- 
Ktrurtions.     No  report  of  operations  has  been  received. 

Say  brook  harbor  ^  Connecticut, — Twenty  thousand  dol- 
1.US  were  appropriated  for  improving  this  harbor  by  remov- 
ing the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  Connecticut  river.  It  was 
found  by  Colonel  Totten,  to  whose  general  care  the  work 
was  assigned,  that  no  plan  of  improvement  had  been  made, 
and  that  a  minute  survey  was  necessary  to  form  such  a  pro- 
joct  as  would  give  reasonable  expectation  of  proving  bene- 
llcial,  which,  if  possible  at  all,  would  be  a  problem  as  deli- 
cate and  difficult  as  it  was  important.  A  requisition  has 
been  made  for  an  officer  of  the  topographical  engineers  to 
make  the  necessary  survey. 

Bridgeport  harbor^  Connecticut, — ^Ten  thousand  dollars 
were  also  appiopriated  for  deepening  the  channel  leading 
into  tliis  harbor,  and  it  is  proposed — Ist.  To  dredge  a  chan- 
nel of  eight  feet  draught  and  100  feet  wide  through  the  outer 
1)ar;  2d.  To  increase ''the  width  of  this  channel  to  160  feet, 
should  there  be  funds  sufficient;  3d.  Should  the  appropria- 
tion still  hold  out,  to  increase  the  width  to  200  feet;  and, 
4th.  With  any  Remaining  funds  to  open  a  channel  of  eight 
feet  depth  and  100  feet  width  through  the  inner  bar,  ulti- 
mately increasing  the  dimensions  of  the  channel,  as  the 
success  of  the  first  operation  and  the  liberality  of  Congress 
shall  justify  or  permit.  Local  agents  have  been  appointed 
to  execute  the  worit,  but  no  report  of  operations  has  been 
received.      ,■ 

Fairweaiher  island,  Connecticut. — Measures  have  been 
taken  to  apply  the  appropriation  often  thousand  dollars  for 
couiitructing  a  sea-wall  for  the  preservation  of  this  island, 
according  to  the  project  of  Mr.  Farnham.  Agents  have 
been  appointed  to  carry  it  into  elfcct,  but  no  report  of  ope- 
rations has  been  received. 

Southporl  harbor,  Connecticut. — Fifteen  hundred  dol- 
lars were  appropriated  for  securing  the  public  works  at  this 
place.  A  local  agent  has  been  appointed  to  carry  out  the 
project  on  which  the  appropriation  was  baaed.  He  reports 
that  the  contract  entered  into  for  the  protection  of  the  dike 
and  channel  is  in  a  good  state  of  progress;  that  its  comple- 
tion will  absorb  the  whole  appropriation;  and  that  about 
fifteen  thousand  cubic  feet  of  the  wall  will  be  left  unfinished, 
which  will  leave  that  part  of  the  dike  constantly  exposed  to 
the  action  of  the  sea,  and  in  great  danger  of  being  swept 
into  the  channel.  He  estimates  that  about  one  thousand 
dollars  will  be  necessary  for  the  .continuation  of  the  wall, 
and  to  be  required  for  the  protection  of  the  channel  and 
harbor. 

Harbor  of  Westport  and  beach  at  Cedar  point,  Connec- 
ticut.— ^Three  thousand  dollars  were  appropriated  for  im- 
proving the  harbor  of  Westport,  and  one  thousand  dollars 
for  securing  the  beach  at  Cedar  point.  These  have  refer- 
ence to  the  same  harbor,  and  agents  have  been  appointed 
to  carry  into  effect  the  wishes  of  Congress.  The  particu- 
lar object  of  the  first-mentioned  appropriation  is  the  cutting 
a  canal  through  the  ''great  maish,''  according  to  the  pro- 
ject of  Colonel  Anderson,  of  the  topographical  engineers. 
And  the  further  protection  to  be  afforded  to  Cedar  point  is 
contemplated  to  be  obtained  by  a  lemming  wall  of  large 
fltonesy  four  feet  thick,  and  four  or  five  feet  above  high  wa- 
ter, extending  from  the  end  of  the  point  to  the  high  part  of 
the  gravel  beach.  No  report  of  operations  has  been  re- 
ceived. 

Stolen  island.  New  York, — Nineteen  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars  were  appropriated  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress for  building  an  ice  breaker  on  this  island.  The  de- 
partment was  in  possession  of  no  plan,  report,  or  other  in- 
formation, by  which  it  could  ascertain  the  manner  in  which 
it  waa  designed  to  apply  these  funds.     The  general  super- 


intendence of  the  necesMuy  opeiBticKU  was  aasi^iAed  to  Ma- 
jor J.  L.  Smith,  of  the  corps  of  engineerB,  who  learned, 
through  the  collector  of  New  Yofk,  that  Ike  <»bject  of  the 
appropriation  was  to  provide  a  breakwater  at  the  qnaTaatioe- 
ground,  to  protect  the  public  wharf  and  buildinga  from 
northeast  g^cs. 

Upon  examining  the  plan  propoaed  for  this  object,  an- 
other presented  itself,  better  adapted  to  the  purpose,  which 
was  consequently  adopted.  Nothing  lias  yet  bees  done 
towards  the  construction  of  the  work;  nor  has  the  gcoeial 
superintendent  found  time  to  make  any  prelinuiuanr  ar- 
rangements, except  to  ascertain  the  practicability  of  pfrocti- 
rtng  piles.  His  report,  entering  into  the  details  of  the  sub- 
ject, is  annexed,  marked  D,  to  which  I  beg  leacve  to  refer 
you. 

New  Brunswick  harbor.  New  Jersey, — ^The  apftlkation 
of  the  sum  (seven  thousand  dollars)  appropriated  for  im- 
proving this  harbor,  by  removing  the  obstrnctioDs  in  the 
Raritan  river,  according  to  the  plan  reported  by  Major  Bache, 
of  the  topographical  engineers,  was  also  assigned  to  the  gen- 
eral superintendence  i^  Major  Smith.  It  was  not  bdFore 
late  in  August  that  he  was  put  in  possession  of  tiie  chart  <tf 
the  river,  and  a  copy  of  the  report  and  estimate.  When  up- 
on the  point  of  procseding  to  make  a  personal  examinatioD 
of  the  obstructions  in  question,  he  learned  that  the  sound- 
ings of  this  river  were  required  in  connexion  with  the  survey 
of  the  coast,  the  use  of  which,  in  carrying  on  the  requisite 
operations  for  improving  its  navigation,  was  politely  offer- 
ed by  the  ofilioer  in  charge  of  this  daty.  He  theielbre  has 
deferred  his  examination  until  said  officer  shall  be  engaged 
in  these  soundings. 

Little  Egg  harbor.  New  Jersey, — ^The  appropriatioti  of 
$.5,000  for  the  protection  and  improvemmt  of  this  harbor, 
referred  to  the  preservation  of  Tuckers  idand. 

So  soon  as  the  plan  and  report  alluded  to  in  the  act  of  ap- 
propriation were  received.  Major  Smith,  the  general  super- 
intendent of  the  work,  met  by  appointment  the  owner  of 
the  island,  on  the  site  of  the  contemplated  opeiatiaos^  when 
such  arrangements  were  entered  into  as  the  case  requucd. 
It  was  intended  to  have  commenced  the  works  this  iall,  with 
a  hope  of  completing  a  part  of  the  plan  proposed,  but  some 
delay  having  occurred  in  acquiring  the  necessary  mforma- 
tion,  they  will  hot  now  be  commenced  before  next  year. 
which,  perhaps,  is  not  to  be  regretted,  as  they  will  aoqaiz» 
a  greater  stability  by  being  buUt  early  in  the  season,  sad 
altogether  thereby  mutually  supporting  and  sustaining  each 
other. 

Hudson  river.  New  York. — ^The  plan  adopted  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  navigation  of  this  river  has  been  stated  t> 
be  that  devised  by  the  special  board  of  engineers  coDstitnted 
for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  subject.  The  piogics^ 
made  the  past  season  in  advancing  the  system  there  pro)M>- 
sed,  the  beneficial  alterations  suggested  by  experience,  and 
a  detailed  account  of  the  operations  on  each  section  of  the 
whole  embarrassed  district  of  navigation  extending  between 
the  towns  of  Waterford  and  New  Baltimore,  as  well  a^ 
those  contemplated  next  year,  are  fiilly  aet  fbith  in  the  re- 
port of  the  local  engineer,  marked  £,  to  which  I  refer  far 
more  particular  information. 

Removal  of  the  bar  m  the  Delaware,  near  Fori  iUz^EM, 
Pennsylvania, — ^Fif^n  thousand  dollara  were  appropria- 
ted, in  July  last,  for  removing  this  bar,  with  a  view  to  im- 
prove the  harbor  of  Philadelphia.  The  oflleer  to  wbom  iht 
subject  was  referred  has  made  an  examination  of  this  ob- 
struction, and  reports  that,  in  his  opinion,  no  permanent 
good  can  be  effected  in  any  effort  to  remove  the  aana«.  Hk 
whole  communication  on  the  subject  is  appended,  mark- 
ed F. 

Chester  harbor,  Pennsylvania. — ^Three  thousand  dollais 
were  appropriated  for  the  repairs  of  this  harbor.  The  anMMiBt 
is  now  pledged  for  repairing  the  timber-work  of  the  five  pten 
and  wharves  with  the  three  connecting  bridges  fomung  the 
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harbor.    Tha  plan  adopted  has  been  first  to  renew  the  most 
defective  part  of  the  works,  and  progress  ivith  the  other 
parts  until  the  funds  shonld  be  exhausted.     The  southern 
pier,  whail^  and  connecting  btidge,  with  the  mooring-poets, 
have  been  completed,  and  some  progress  made  in  cutting 
away  the  defective  timbers  of  the  northern  piers.     It  is  anti- 
cipated thai  the  wood-woriL  of  these  will  bo  completed  by 
die  first  of  December,  and  filled,  as  far  as  the  material  from 
the  old  work  will  allow,  when  the  available  funds  will  be 
absorbed,  and  a  small  additional  sum  required  to  perfect  and 
complete  the  work.  This  harbor  was  the  only  one  last  win- 
ter in  a  condition  to  give  even  a  partial  shelter  to  vessels. 
The  present  r^airs  will  make  it  more  secure  for  some  years. 
WihiUngton  harbor,  Deiaware. — Fifteen  thousand  dol- 
lars were  appropriated  for  improving  this  harbor,  by  remov- 
ing the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  Christiana  river,  according  to 
the  plan  recommended  by  Major  Bache,  of  the  topographi- 
cal cngineen.     Thrae  of  the  members  of  the  City  Council 
of  Wilmington  have  been  selected  to  take  charge  of  the  ne- 
oeaaary  operations.     It  has  been  thought  advisable  to  omit 
so  much  of  the  <*plan  of  Major  Bache"  as  forms  any  part 
of  the  projected  jettee  in  the  Delaware,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river,  as  it  is  not  now  seen  that  it  will  be  productive  of  the 
desired  lesults.     The  estimate  made  by  the  local  agents  for 
the  completion  of  this  improvement  exceeds  the  original  es- 
timate of  Major  Bache  by  the  sum  of  $11,165  42,  which  b 
explained,  1st,  by  the  greater  cost  of  blasting  and  removing 
Che  rocks  below  the  old  ferry;  2d,  the  difierenoe  between  the 
actual  cost  of  the  requisite  and  necessary  machinery  and 
that  of  the  estimate;  and,  3d,  by  the  additional  amount  for 
services  in  extending  the  operation  of  dredging  through  the 
year  1888.  But,  byomittingtheconstructionof  the  jettee,  as 
above  recommended,  the  excess  of  the  cost  of  executing  the 
project,  as  estimated  by  the  local  agents,  will  be  $984  24, 
leaving  $15, 747  73  to  be  appropriated  next  year. 

Harbor  of  Newcastle,  Dcknvarc.-^The  repairs  of  the 
harbors  on  the  Delaware  river  for  protecting  its  com- 
n&eroe  against  floating  iee,  owing  to  the  limited  appropria- 
tions, and  being  contrary  to  the  plan  recommended  from 
year  to  year,  have  progressed  in  a  manner  to  do  but  little 
good  until  this  season.  The  woriL  executed  under  the  ap- 
propriation of  1836  consisted  in  cutting  down  to  low-water 
mark,  and  rebuilding,  with  large  masses  of  granite,  one  of 
the  old  piers  at  Newcastle,  and  the  removal  to  low-water 
mark  of  the  wharf-work  connecting  it  with  the  shore.  This 
hae  served  to  check  any  further  deposits  within  the  harbor, 
and  to  remove  a  portion  of  what  had  previously  accumula- 
ted. 

The  appropriation  of  the  last  session  of  Congress  for  the 
further  improvement  of  this  harbor  became  available  at  so 
late  a  period  that  timber  in  the  large  quantities  required  for 
the  construction  of  the  two  contemplated  piers  could  not  be 
obtsdned  in  any  of  the  markets  accessible  to  this  place.  A 
fiufficiency  for  one  pier  up  to  low -water  mark  was  obtained 
with  some  difficulty  and  at  a  high  price.  No  wharf-build- 
er being  found  wilUng  to  contract  for  doing  the  work  this 
aeason,  it  was  undertaken  by  the  day.  Such  progress  has 
been  made  in  its  construction,  that  no  doubt  remains  of  its 
being  so  far  finished  as  to  be  sunk  in  position  before  opera- 
tions are  suspended  for  the  winter. 

Some  progress  has  also  been  made  in  preparing  and  cut- 
ting large  maases  of  stone  to  form  all  that  part  of  the  pier 
above  low  water,  and  the  whole  is  contracted  to  be  delivered 
by  the  end  of  December.  A  centre  "mooring-pier,''  the 
wood'Work  of  which  was  muchdecayed,  has  been  removed 
and  partially  rebuilt  with  masonry.  Contracts  will  be 
tnade  this  fiUl  for  the  supply  of  timber  needed  next  spring 
hr  the  aecond  pier;  the  baknce  of  funds  on  hand  being 
luffident  to  authorixe  this  course,  upon  the  supposition  that 
Uongreaa  will  now  grant  the  sum  necessary  to  complete  the 
MTork  mm  designed,  and  calculated  to  make  a  safe,  perma- 
lent,  and  aocoie  harbor,  as  required  by  the  compact  be- 


tween Delaware  and  the  United  States.  Ten  per  cant, 
more  than  the  original  estimate  for  this  harbor  will  be  ne- 
cessary, in  consequence  of  the  prolonged  period  of  execu- 
ting the  work,  the  increased  prices  of  materials,  and  the 
high  advance  of  wages  of  mechanics  and  laborers  since  it 
was  prepared. 

In  addition  to  the  above-mentioned  harbors,  the  com- 
merce of  the  Delaware  will  find  security  at  six  piers  at  and 
near  Fort  Mifflin,  repaired  as  part  of  the  defences  of  the 
river.  The  harbor  first  used  by  vessels  ascending  the  bay. 
Port  Penn,  remains  in  a  dilapidated  state.  The  officer 
charged  with  the  superintendence  of  the  works  on  the  Del- 
aware has  found  no  time  to  examine  its  condition,  or  to 
prepare  a  statement  of  the  extent  of  the  repair  it  may  require; 
nor  is  any  fund  available  for  making  any  temporary  repairs 
or  renewing  mooring-posts  to  g^ve  partial  security  to  ves- 
sels the  approaching  winter. 

Delaware  Breakuyater. — ^The  further  prosecution  of  this 
work  was  assigned  to  this  department  the  past  season.  The 
operations  of  Uie  year  are  detailed  in  the  report  of  the  gen- 
eral superintendent,  marked  G. 

The  quantity  of  work  done,  and  the  protection  at  this 
time  afibrded,  will  there  be  seen,  as  well  as  the  alterations 
proposed,  and  the  benefits  anticipated.  Concurring  fully 
in  these  views,  I  recommend  them  to  your  favorable  con- 
sideration, and  have  embraced  in  the  annual  estimates  the 
amount  deemed  necessary  for  1837. 

Harbor  of  Baltimore,  Af(rf.^— Twenty  thousand  dollars 
were  appropriated  by  Congress  at  their  last  session  for 
deepening  this  harix>r;  the  application  of  which,  upon  the 
recommendation  of  the  mayor,  was  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  portwardens  of  the  city.  The  plan  proposed  by  them, 
and  acceded  to  by  the  department,  was,  to  hire  the  dredg- 
ing apparatus  belonging  to  the  city  of  Baltimore,  believing 
that  the  wishes  of  Congress  and  the  interest  of  the  city 
would  be  complied  with  more  efiectually  than  by  any  other 
method,  as  the  season  had  &r  advanced.  About  one-half 
the  amount  appropriated  had  been  expended  up  to  the  30th 
of  September. 

Dismalsufamp  canal,  Va. — Fifteen  thousand  dollars 
were  granted  by  Congress,  at  its  last  session,  for  improving 
the  debouches  of  this  canal.  The  department  having  no 
ofiioer  to  place  in  charge  of  the  work,  its  execution  was 
offered  to  the  board  of  directore  of  the  Canal  Company, 
which,  after  some  reluctance  on  their  part,  was  accept^, 
as  being  the  only  way  by  which  any  portion  of  the  appro- 
priation could  be  applied  tliis  season,  or  the  benefits  expect- 
ed be  derived. 

Oeraeoke  inlet,  N,C. — ^It  was  contemplated  to  apply  the 
appropriation  granted  by  Congress  at  its  last  session,  ac- 
cording to  the  project  then  recommended,  in  constructing  a 
jettee  to  throw  the  current  of  Wallace's  channel  over  the 
shoal  separating  that  channel  from  Beaoon-ialand  slue. 
Owing  to  the  exposed  situation  of  the  proposed  jettee,  it 
was  desirable  to  enter  upon  its  construction  in  that  season 
of  the  year  most  favorable  for  the  operation,  and  which  ex- 
perience has  shown  to  be  between  April  and  August;  aller 
which  time  violent  gales  are  frequent  on  that  part  of  the 
coasL  The  appropriation  not  becoming  available  till  late 
in  July,  it  was  considered  most  prudent  to  defer  the  com- 
mencement of  the  work  till  next  year.  The  price  of  labor 
in  that  section  of  the  country  has  advanced  25  per  cent., 
which,  of  course,  will  increase  the  cost  of  the  jettee,  and 
$1,800  are  asked  for  in  addition  to  the  funds  now  availa- 
ble. By  a  register  kept  by  the  collector  of  Ocncoke,  it  is 
ascertained  that  1,116  vessels  have  passed  out  the  inlet 
within  the  last  year,  from  which  it  is  estimated  that  the 
trade  passing  throu^  this  inlet  furnishes  constant  employ- 
ment for  93  vessels,  or  for  about  9,300  tons. 

Pamlico  river,  K  C, — An  appropriation  of  $5,000  for 

improving  the  navigation  of  this  river  below  the  town  of 

'  Washington,  was  made  at  the  last  session  of  Congress.  Its 
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ob)ect  was  to  cut  a  channel  through  a  shoal  which  prevents 
▼essehi  drawing  over  seven  feet  water  from  coming  up  to 
the  town.  No  preliminary  surveys  or  observations  having 
been  made,  and  the  other  duties  of  the  officer  to  whom  the 
general  direction  of  the  operations  was  obliged  to  be  com- 
mitted not  allowing  him  io  make  the  necessaiy  examina- 
tions, the  dredging-machine  employtnl  at  Ocracoke  inlet 
was  set  to  work  in  the  present  channel-way.  The  shoal  is 
about  600  yards  vnde,  and  9,636  cubic  yards  have  been 
excavated  and  removed.  It  is  expected  that  a  channel  50 
yards  wide  will  be  opened  with  the  available  funds,  through 
which  vessels  drawing  eight  feet  water  may  pass.  Should 
a  prosecution  of  this  work  be  determined  on,  it  is  recom- 
mended that  a  survey  be  commenced  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  an  accurate  examination  be  made  of  the  currents  of  the 
river  in  all  its  stages. 

Beaufort,  N.  C ^Upon  the  anival  of  the  ofiicer  at  Beau- 
fort, charged  with  the  application  of  the  appropriation  of 
$5,000  for  the  improvement  of  this  harbor,  he  had  reason 
to  suppoee  that  it  was  the  intention  of  Congress  to  appro- 
priate it  for  the  purpose  of  removing  obstructions  in  Core 
sound,  the  only  navigable  communication  leading  into  the 
interior  of  the  State,  and  that  a  mistake  had  been  made  in 
the  caption  of  the  bill.  From  such  data  as  were  in  his 
possession,  he  vna  unable  to  suggest  any  project  for  ex- 
pending $5,000  "  for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of 
Beaufort,''  by  which  any  good  or  permanent  effect  might 
be  produced;  and  the  department  could  not  authorize  its  ap- 
plicati<m  to  any  other.       • 

Nitw  river.   North   Carolina. An    appropriation  of 

$5,000  was  also  made  for  removing  obstructions  at  the 
mouth  of  this  river.  The  act  of  appropriation  contempla- 
ted the  application  of  the  dredge-boat  belonging  to  the  (/ape 
Fear  river  to  this  purpose.  Upon  examination  it  was  found 
that  the  shoalness  of  the  water  at  the  mouth  of  the  river 
rendered  it  impracticable  to  work  there  either  the  Cape 
Fear  or  Ocracoke  boat.  The  necessity  of  a  survey  at  this 
point  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  best  mode  of  im- 
proving the  navigation  of  the  river,  is  more  apparent  than 
at  Pamlico,  and  is  likewise  recommended. 

Cape  Fear  river.  North  Carolina. — ^The  plan  which 
has  been  pursued  for  the  improvement  of  this  river,  both  by 
the  State  of  North  Carolina  and  the  United  States,  is  that 
recommended  by  Mr.  Fulton,  civil  engineer  of  North  Car- 
olina, vrith  certain  modifications.  It  consists  in  shutting 
up  all  the  channels  at  those  points  where  obstructions  are 
caused  by  their  intersection,  except  the  one  selected  as  the 
most  eligible;  and  diminishing  the  width  of  the  river  by 
means  of  jettees,  thereby  producing  more  uniformity  in  the 
current,  a  greater  velocity,  and  a  corroding  action  on  the 
bed  of  the  river.  Dredging  was  also  to  be  used  in  aid  of 
these  works,  relying  upon  the  increased  veloci^  of  the  cur- 
rent to  prevent  future  depositee  in  the  channel.  The  exe- 
cution of  this  plan  was  commenced  by  the  State  of  North 
Carolina  in  1823,  and  acted  on  until  1829.  In  1829,  the 
United  States  Uk^l  charge  of  the  operations,  which  have 
consisted  in  the  construction  of  jettees,  and  in  the  excava- 
tion of  the  channel  up  to  the  present  period,  with  but  few 
interruptions.  Five  of  the  jettees  recommended  have  been 
constructed,  and  one  built  l:^  the  State  repaired.  In  1827, 
nine  feet  was  the  greatest  draught  of  water  that  could  be 
carried  to  Wilmington.  Now,  vessels  drawing  12^  feet 
can  pass  over  the  shoals,  and  it  is  anticipated  that,  by  pros- 
ecuting the  system,  vessels  drawing  14  fieet  will  be  enabled 
to  reach  the  wharves  of  Wilmington;  the  greatest  depth  that 
can  be  carried>over  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  river.  The 
operations  of  the  past  season  have  been  confined  to  dredg- 
ing on  the  middle  shoal,  securing  jettee  No.  3,  and  repair- 
ing and  securing  jettee  No.  7.  It  is  contemplated  the  next 
year  to  reconstruct  the  dike  between  Campbell's  island  and 
the  western  shore,  built  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  to 
place  in  good  repair  the  jettees  now  constructed,  remove 


the  logs  and  stumps  from  the  channel,  uid,  if  necesMry, 
construct  the  jettees  to  act  on  the  lower  shoal,  lor  which 
an  ap{»opriataon  is  asked  of  $10,000.  The  value  of  these 
improvements  to  the  State  of  North  Carolina  will  be  seen, 
when  it  is  recollected  that  the  trade  of  Wilmingtmi  embrs- 
oes  the  exports  and  imports  for  one-third  of  the  State;  that 
its  exports  consist  in  naval  stores^  sawed  lumber,  timber, 
staves,  shingles,  rice,  cotton,  tobacco,  and  flax  aeed,  be- 
sides some  other  articles;  that  the  shipping  engaged  in  its 
trade  amounts  to  76,931  tons,  besides  a  large  amount  of 
toimage  in  coasting  vessels  carrying  domestic  pcodnce  not 
included. 

l^e  cost  of  these  improvements  has  exceedad  die  esti- 
mates, which  is  attributable  in  fact  to  the  impoasibiHty  of 
predicting  with  any  degree  of  certainty  the  cfifeds  of  hy- 
draulic operations,  and  the  results  of  injuries  and  diaaaten 
beyond  human  cfMitroi. 

Savannah  river,  Georgia. — Operations  on  this  river  have 
been  embarrassed  by  faihng  to  obtain  the  authority  of  Sooth 
Carolina  to  proceed  with  the  obstruction  between  Hutch- 
inson and  Aiigyle  islands,  by  the  emplo3nnent  in  Flondn  of 
the  steamboat  used  in  towing  the  loaded  flats  to  a  place  of 
deposite,  by  sickness  and  desertion  among  the  hasda,  and 
the  impracticability  of  procuring  another  boat  to  se^ly  the 
place  of  the  one  withdrawn.  The  report  of  the  load  en^- 
neer  enters  into  a  detail  of  the  subjects  here  toorhcd  <hi, 
and  will  show  the  efforts  that  haxre  been  made  to  obtain 
more  fiivorable  results.  From  these  consideraliana,  and  a 
desire  to  lay  before  you  full  information  on  this  snhject, 
the  whole  report  is  appended,  marked  H.  At  the  same 
time  the  question  is  respectfully  submitted  for  your  oonsad- 
eration,  what  steps  must  now  be  taken  as  regaids  that 
part  of  the  system  of  improvement  adopted,  relating  to  tiie 
proposed  obstruction  between  Hutchinson  and  Argyle 
islands.  • 

Brunswiek  harbor,  Georgia — ^Ten  thousand  dollars 
were  appropriated  by  Congress  in  July  last,  for  the  im- 
provement  of  this  hwbor,  by  removing  the  Brunswick  bar. 
The  ofiicer  charged  with  the  superintendence  of  the  wofk 
reports  that,  owing  to  the  lato  day  on  which  the  fiuids  be- 
came available,  and  the  pressure  of  other  duties,  nothing 
has  yet  been  done  further  than  to  elicit  information. 

Inland  pa^s  between  St.  Mary's  and  Si.  John's,  Flor- 
ida.— During  the  past  year,  a  diedge-hoat,  twomod-ftaia, 
and  one  wood-flat,  have  been  completed  for  the  service  oi 
this  work.  From  the  time  the  dredge-boat  was  established 
at  work,  which  did  not  take  place  till  late  in  June,  1,300 
cubic  yards  of  mud,  6lc.  have  been  removed  from  the  chan- 
nef-way,  and  is  represented  to  have  improved  matssially 
the  passage.  The  operation  of  dredging  at  this  place  is 
necessarily  slow,  as  the  boat  can  only  work  while  afloat 
and  cannot  load  but  two  flats  at  ab3nt  high  water.  The 
officer  40tailed  on  this  service,  and  who  had  oonunenced  a 
survey  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  beet  mode  of 
surmounting  the  difficulties  of  many  dbort  toxas  in  a  nar* 
row  and  shallow  channel,  had  made  such  little  pfogiaaa 
when  his  services  were  required  with  his  company,  that  bia 
labor  and  the  expense  of  preliminary  preparatioiis  wcie 
lost.  A  complete  project  of  this  imiH:ovement  has  not  yet 
been  made,  for  want  of  an  accurate  survey. 

Appalathieola,  Florida, — Ten  thousand  doQars  were 
appropriated  by  Congress  at  its  last  session  for  leaioving  a 
mud-shoal,  called  Bulkhead,  from  East  pass  to  thia  plaee. 
It  was  deemed  advisable,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
mayor  of  the  town,  to  postpone  the  commeneeaiciit  of  this 
work  until  the  results  of  the  operations  in  the  sirmU  ekat^ 
net,  by  Mr.  Griswold,  should  be  exhibited.  In  the  mesn- 
time  the  officer  charged  with  the  general  superintendence 
of  the  work  will  cause  an  examinalion  to  be  made  of  the 
East  pass  channel,  to  ascertain  the  nature  and  extent  of 
the  impediments  it  contains. 

Mobile  harbor,  Alabama.'^ll  has  been  stated  in  die 
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vious  annual  reports  that  the  opera^ons  for  improving  the 
Choctaw  pan  in  thia  harbor  had  been  carried  on  by  con- 
tract. The  dredging^machine  used  by  the  contractor  was 
iio  much  injured  by  storms  in  November  last  as  to  be  ren- 
dered UQWorthy  of  repair;  up  to  that  time  the  contractor 
appeared  to  have  been  diligent  in  the  prosecution  of  his 
work,  and  efforts  were  made  to  renew  the  contract,  which 
he  declined.  Proposals  have  since  been  invited  for  the  ex- 
cavation of  the  channel,  in  order  to  afford  it  increased  depth 
and  width,  without  success,  though  the  department  is  given 
to  understand  that  a  gentleman  from  New  Orleans  has  of- 
fered to  undertake  the  work,  and  it  is  hoped  that  an  agree* 
ment  will  be  made  by  which  this  work  will  no  longer  be 
delayed. 

Paseagoula  river,  Mississippi. — Owing  to  the  necessity 
of  making  considerable  repairs  in  the  dredging-machine, 
and  also  to  the  difficulty  and  expense  of  carrying  on  the 
work  during  the  severe  winds  and  storms  which  prevail  in 
the  winter  and  spring  months,  operations  for  the  improve- 
ment of  this  river  were  not  commenced  till  late  in  April. 
The  work  has  since  been  proaecuted  with  great  energy  by 
the  present  contractor,  and  with  as  much  success  as  circum- 
stances would  admiL  But  owing  to  the  ruinous  state  of 
the  machine,  and  the  unusually  low  tides  which  have  pre- 
vailed during  the  third  quarter,  as  large  an  amount  of  earth 
has  not  been  excavated  as  might  otherwise  have  been  ex- 
pected. Should  the  weather  prove  at  ail  iiEivorable,  the 
wcNrk  will  be  completed  as  far  as  proposed  during  the  ensu- 
ing winter.  The  examinations  made  of  the  work  executed 
the  preceding  as  well  as  the  current  year,  go  to  show  that 
the  ouler  extremity  of  the  pass,  which  is  excavated  through 
sod  mud,  as  feared  in  my  last  report,  fills  up  nearly  as  fast 
as  excavated,  and  that  four  feet  is  the  greatest  depth  of  wa- 
ter that  can  be  depended  on,  and  it  seems  doubtful  wheth- 
er even  this  depth  will  continue  for  any  length  of  time. 
^'o  further  appropriation  will  be  necessary. 

Jied  river,  Itoumaniz.— The  progress  made  in  removing 
the  great  raft  on  this  river  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  re- 
port of  Captain  Shreve,  marked  [.  In  accordance  with  his 
recommendation,  made  in  former  years,  and  of  the  necessity 
of  which  be  is  more  and  more  convinced,  $15,000  are  em- 
braced in  the  estimate  for  next  year,  for  working  a  dredge- 
boat  in  order  to  keep  open  the  channel-way,  and  $8,000  for 
building  the  necessary  boat,  in  addition  to  the  $15,000  ap- 
proprialed  last  year  for  the  purpose,  and  which,  from  the  in- 
creased price  of  materials  and  labor  of  all  kinds,  is  not  suf- 
ficient $65,000  are  besides  asked  for  by  Captain  Shreve, 
for  his  operations  this  winter.  A  less  sum  he  thinks  will 
be  unavailing,  and  the  importance  of  its  early  appropriation 
be  represents  in  an  urgent  manner;  to  which  I  beg  leave  to 
add  my  earnest  recommendation. 

Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,  below  the  falls  of  the 
Ohio* — ^The  report  of  the  operations  for  the  improvement 
of  theae  rivers,  from  the  falls  of  the  Ohio  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Miasissippi,  is  annexed,  marked  K,  from  which  will  be 
seen  the  progress  made  during  the  year,  and  their  present 
condition.  To  this  are  added  the  reports  of  the  officers  of 
this  department  who  inspected  these  works. 

Ohio  river  above  the  falls, — The  report  from  the  officer 
charged  with  the  improvement  of  this  portion  of  the  river 
has  not  yet  been  received. 

Arkansas  river,  Arkansas, — During  the  past  working 
season,  nine  hundred  and  twenty-eight  snags  have  been 
removed  from  the  bod  of  this  river,  and  fourteen  hundred 
and  eigfaty'One  trees  cut  off  its  sand  bars,  and  under  its 
beuiks.  Although  by  these  means  its  navigation  has  been 
considerably  benefited,  yet  much  remains  to  be  done  to  ren- 
der it  safe.  The  accumulation  of  timber  in  this  river  is 
-very  rapid,  owing  to  the  great  number  of  trees  deposited  in 
the  channel  by  the  caving  in  of  its  banks,  particularly  below 
Xiittle  Kock,  and  which  must  continue  until  the  lands  on 
tht  banks  vxe  clsvpedy  or  the  timber  felled  firom  them.  This 


latter  plan  is  considered  very  essential  to  the  pennanency 
of  any  improvement  that  may  be  made  by  the  removal  of 
snags  now  in  the  channel. 

Cumberland  river, — l*he  wing-dam  and  embankments 
at  Line  island,  extending  in  length  1,687  yards,  with  a 
base  from  12  to  18  feet,  and  6  feet  high,  have  been  comple- 
ted, and  are  found  to  answer  all  the  purposes  intended,  and 
to  give  a  safe  and  uniform  channel  the  who)e  length  of  the 
islands.  The  improvements  at  Dover  shoals,  in  Tennes- 
see, have  been  commenced  by  extending  a  wing-dam  from 
the  left  bank,  for  the  purpose  of  fbreing  the  current  down 
the  right  shore.  Owing  to  the  large  quantity  of  material 
at  hand,  the  work  has  advanced  rapidly,  and  460  yards  of 
the  embankment,  from  3}  to  4  feet  high,  have  been  com- 
pleted. Two  hundred  and  eighty-tlu-ee  snags  and  one 
hundred  and  eighty-seven  logs  had  been  removed  by  the 
snag-boat  from  the  channel-way  between  Nashville  island 
and  the  Big  eddy,  when  operations  were  suspended  by 
high  water.  In  consequence  of  a  disaster  to  the  boat  in 
March  last,  her  aid  has  been  lost  to  the  operations  of  this 
season.  Arrangements  have  been  made  to  rebuild  her  this 
winter.  On  the  8th  of  August  the  river  rose  at  Clarkville 
25  feet  in  13  hours;  all  the  small  streams  from  Haipeth  to 
Line  island  overflowed  their  banks,  foreing  into  the  river 
whole  trees,  logs,  and  rocks,  and  depositing  at  some  places 
bars  of  gravel  and  sand  across  the  river,  making  its  naviga- 
tion intricate  and  dangerous.  It  is  estimated  by  the  local 
agent  that  to  repair  the  damages  of  the  late  freshet  will 
cost  from  three  to  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  further  particulars  relating  to  the  improvement  of 
this  river,  I  refer  to  the  report  of  the  officer  of  engineers 
who  has  made  an  inspection  of  the  works,  marked  L. 

Pier  near  the  dty  of  St.  Louis,  Mistouri.-^Fifieen 
thousand  dollars  were  appropriated  by  Congress,  at  its  last 
session,  for  building  a  pier  to  give  direction  to  the  current 
of  the  Miwiissippi,  near  this  place.  The  department  having 
no  officer  available,  the  execution  of  the  work  was  offered 
to  the  corporate  authorities  of  8t.  Louis,  who  declined  its 
acceptance,  liy  a  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  Cap- 
tain Shreve  was  afterwards  directed  to  take  the  first  oppor- 
tunity his  duties  would  allow,  to  draw  up  a  a  project  of 
the  proposed  pier,  and  commit  its  construction  to  some 
suitable  person.  He  has  informed  the  department  that  the 
season  is  too  far  advanced  to  attempt  any  thing  before  next 
summer,  and  that  the  months  of  June  and  July  next  will 
be  as  early  as  the  work  can  be  commenced  to  any  advan- 
tage. He,  at  the  same  time,  has  suggested  the  propriety 
of  making  a  further  appropriation,  as  the  sum  now  available 
is  too  small  to  accomplish  any  work  sufficient  to  remove 
the  bar  from  the  harbor  of  St.  Louis,  or  to  prevent  its  en- 
croachment on  the  landing,  and  that  not  less  than  $50,000, 
in  his  opinion,  can  effect  the  object  in  view. 

Mississippi  river,  above  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  and  the 
Missouri  river, — Forty  thousand  dollars  were  appropnated 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress  for  improving  the  Mississip- 
pi river,  above  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  river,  and  the  Mis- 
souri river.  The  report  of  Captain  Shreve,  to  whom  the 
duty  was  assigned,  is  annexed,  marked  M. 

Light-houses  and  beacon  lights. — The  condition  of  the 
light-houses  on  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Erie  will  be  seen 
from  the  report  of  the  officer  to  whom  their  construction  is 
committed,  marked  A. 

The  agent  of  Uie  department  for  those  of  Genesee  and  Big 
Sodus  reports  that  he  has  not  found  it  necessary  to  extend  his 
operations  beyond  the  preparation  of  copper  fixtures,  frames, 
lanterns,  and  lamps,  which  have  not  been  placed  in  the  bea- 
cons, as  he  has  wished  to  yrait  for  a  firm  subsidence  of  the 
works  into  the  bed  of  the  lake,  the  only  security  of  their 
permanency.  He  also  reports  that,  during  a  late  storm,  the 
beacon  at  Genesee  has  subsided  and  fallen;  that  from  the 
lateness  of  the  season  he  shall  not  rebuild  it  before  spring, 
and  for  which  he  has  sufficient  funds  on  hand. 
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The  operattonfl  for  the  light-house  at  Oswego  are  nearly 
brought  to  a  close.  The  tower  is  completed,  the  iron,  glass, 
and  copper  for  the  lantern  and  windows  procured,  and  the 
lantern  itself  nearly  completed.  The  lamps  have  been  or- 
dered by  the  superintendent  oflig^t-houses,  and  are  expect- 
ed in  a  few  days.  The  funds  now  available  are  expected 
will  finish  the  work. 

Nothing  has  been  done  towards  the  construction  of  the 
light-house  on  Goat  island  the  past  season.  80  soon  as  the 
appropriation,  granted  in  fulfilment  of  the  estimate,  became 
availaUe,  proposals  were  invited  for  the  construction  of  the 
whole  work,  or  the  supplying  materials.  Only  one  propo- 
sal being  received  upon  this  invitation,  and  that  for  a  part  of 
the  work,  ofiers  were  made  to  persons  experienced  in  such 
operations,  but  none  were  found  willing  to  undertake  it  for 
a  sum  justified  by  the  appropriation.  It  was  then  wished  to 
commence  the  work  immediately,  by  daily  labor,  which  was 
found  impracticable,  as  materials  could  not  be  collected  be- 
fore operations  would  have  to  be  suspended  by  the  weather. 
Prop(Nuds  are  advertised  for  anew,  for  beginning  the  work 
in  the  spring,  which,  if  unsuccessful,  will  be  commenced  by 
daily  labor. 

no  ADS. 

Boads/rom  Detroit  to  Fort  Gratiot,  and  to  the  mouth 
of  Grand  river,  in  Miehigan,'^'No  appropriations  were 
made  for  these  roads  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  nor  has 
any  report  from  the  agent  of  the  department  been  received, 
stating  their  present  condition.  The  first  has  been  comple- 
ted, as  stated  in  my  last  report,  and  the  arrearages  due,  as 
then  explained,  have  not  been  liquidated  for  want  of  funds. 

JRoadsfrom  Detroit  to  Chicago,  Saginaw  road.  Terri- 
torial road  from  Sheldon's  to  the  mouth  of  St.  Joseph, 
Territorial  road  from  Niks  to  the  mouth  ojthe  river  St. 
Joseph,  Territorial  road  from  Clinton  to  the  rapids  of 
Grand  river,  road  from  Port  Lawrence  to  Adrian,  road 
from  Vistula  fnow  Toledo)  westwardly  to  the  Indiana 
State  line. — For  the  condition  of  these  roads  I  must  refer 
you  to  my  last  annual  report.  No  appropriations  have  since 
been  made  for  their  continuance,  nor  has  the  department  re- 
ceived any  report  of  their  present  condition.  The  presence  of 
the  officers  charged  with  their  superintendence  was  necessary 
with  their  companies,  and  I  have  not  learned  what  progress 
has  been  made  in  the  application  of  the  balances  of  former 
appropriations. 

Road  from  La  Fkdsanee  hay  to  the  road  leading  from 
Detroit  to  Chicago. — The  progress  on  this  road  is  not  such 
as  was  anticipated  or  could  be  wished.  The  whole  is  under 
cxmtract  for  a  certain  portion  of  labor,  which  should  have 
been  completed  some  time  since;  yet,  from  the  conunence- 
mentof  the  season,  scarcely  a  week  has  elapsed  of  weather 
fiivorable  to  operations.  Constant  rains  have  kept  the  earth 
in  a  state  unfit  for  working,  and  the  enormous  price  of  pro- 
visions and  labor  during  the  whole  season  has  interfered  with 
the  contractors.  Such  parts  as  do  not  seem  likely  to  be  fin- 
ished without  this  course  will  be  resold. 

This  importance  of  completing  this  road  aocoiding  to  the 
plan  commenced  by  the  department  in  1833,  and  which  had 
to  be  abandoned  for  a  more  economical  system,  is  urged  in 
strong  terms  by  the  superintendent.  He  has  submitted  an 
estimate  for  this  purpose,  amounting  to  $23,000. 

Road  from  Line  creek  to  the  Chattahoochie  river,  Alcfia- 
fna.— -In  my  last  annual  report  it  was  stated  that  all  the 
limds  for  this  road  had  been  expended,  and  that,  from  a  mis- 
apprehension of  the  agent,  there  was  an  arrearage  due  of 
$1,5 14  60,  for  which  no  appropriation  was  made,  and  which. 
is  again  inserted  in  the  estimates  for  next  year. 

Road  from  Memphis  to  the  St,  Francis  river. — The  ef- 
forts that  have  been  made  to  advance  the  construction  of  this 
road,  and  the  many  causes  that  have  occurred  to  retard  it, 
together  with  the  progress  in  the  work,  are  fully  set  forth  in 
the  report  of  the  superintendent,  and  is  hereto  appended, 
marM  N,  for  your  information. 


Cumberland  road  in  Indiana  and  ZQmois.— No  report 
has  been  received  firom  the  oflicer  charged  with  this  woik; 
it  will  be  laid  before  you  upon  its  arrival. 

Cumberland  road  in  Ohio, — ^For  the  condition  of  that 
portion  of  this  road  yet  in  the  hands  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, as  well  as  for  the  progress  made  in  its  construction,  I 
beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  report  of  the  superintendent,  herewith 
submitted,  marked  O. 

Cumberland  road  east  of  the  Ohio, — ^Tbe  report  of  the 
superintendent  of  that  portion  of  this  road  lying  in  the  States 
of  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland,  giving  a  detailed  accomit  of 
the  progress  made  in  its  repair,  is  appended,  marked  P.    It 
will  be  perceived  that  the  completion  of  the  bridge  over 
Dunlap's  creek,  which  was  anticipated  at  the  date  of  my  last 
report,  has  been  delayed  by  the  unprecedented  wet  weather^ 
high  water  in  the  river,  and  scarcity  of  mechanics.     The 
difficulties  interposed  by  the  authorities  of  Bridgeport  to  its 
location  caused  so  much  delay  in  cx>mmenciiig  the  masonry 
for  the  abutments,  that  the  contractors,  who  had  engaged  to 
finish  the  work  before  the  great  rise  in  the  price  of  labor, 
provisions,  and  mechanics*  wages  took  place,  not  being  aUc 
to  commence  their  operations  early  last  season,  declined  to 
comply  this  year  with  the  terms  of  the  contract  made  the 
last,  and  thus  caused  an  increase  in  the  cost  of  its  construc- 
tion. The  great  rise  in  the  price  of  iron,  of  which  the  bridge 
is  to  be  constructed,  from  $35  to  $55  per  ton,  and  the  with- 
drawal of  all  the  officers  of  the  army,  have  made  it  necessa- 
ry to  employ  civil  agents,  which  was  not  cottskl««d  in  the 
original  estimate,  and  also  materially  added  to  its  ooat,  and 
now  renders  necessaxy  for  its  completion,  and  to  perfect  th^ 
whole  work,  $7, 183  63,  or  a  fraction  leas  than  one  per  cent 
on  the  original  estimate.  All  the  repairs  are  finiiJied  except 
the  execution  of  the  contract  for  completing  the  bridge  irpti 
Wiirs  creek,  and  that  for  finishing  the  masonry,  casting  the 
iron-work,  and  putting  it  in  place  for  Dunlap^s  creek  bridge. 

That  portion  of  the  road  lying  in  the  State  of  Virginia 
having  been  turned  over  to  the  State  the  last  year,  I  have 
nothing  to  communicate  concerning  it 

Military  Academy,  West  Point, — ^The  state  of  this  in- 
stitution, as  well  as  its  capacity  for  great  usefulness,  aiv 
exhibited  in  the  aimexed  report  of  the  last  Board  of  Visit- 
ers, marked  Q.  All  the  wants  of  the  Academy,  respecting 
the  course  of  tuition,  the  necessity  of  larger,  more  secure, 
and  comfortable  biiUdings,  are  Uiere  detailed;  and  I  be§ 
leave  particularly  to  call  your  attention  to  the  present  inade- 
quate provision  for  imparting  instruction  in  Uie  studies  of 
chemistry,  mineralogy,  and  geology,  the  two  last  of  whicii 
are  now  entirely  omitted;  as  well  as  to  the  insufficiency  oi 
the  rooms  provided  for  the  professotv  of  natural  philoi^bT 
and  chemistry.  The  remarks  of  the  Board  in  relation  t> 
the  course  of  religious  instruction  deserve  your  aerioos  con- 
sideration, and  the  importance  that  is  attached  to  a  separa- 
tion of  the  duties  of  chaplain  from  the  prafeosorahip  ef 
ethics.  The  introduction  of  cavahry  tactics  into  the  schoci 
is,  under  the  present  organization  of  the  army,,  so  esaentisJ, 
that  I  have  embraced  in  the  estimates  for  next  year  a  sum 
for  the  purchase  of  horses  necessary  for  its  instruction,  and 
for  that  of  light  infantry,  and  which  is  required  by  the  de- 
mands of  actual  service  and  the  policy  of  Grovemmea'- 
more  than  to  complete  the  military  education  of  the  cadeU. 

In  the  general  estimate  of  funds  required  for  the  current 
expenses  of  the  Academy,  hfts  been  included  the  cost  of 
erecting  a  building  for  recitation  and  militaiy  exeroaes, 
new  barracks  for  the  military  detachment  stationed  at  th» 
post,  a  bam,  and  public  stables.  The  building  first  nanieJ 
has  been  commenced  under  former  appropriationa,  and  wiB 
unite  under  one  roof  a  large  hall  for  military  exerclsee,  mi- 
teen  recitation-rooms,  and  quarters  for  all  the  aasistant  pro- 
fessors connected  wiUi  the  institution.  The  condition  «^ 
those  now  used  for  these  purposes  has  been  ao  fully  «r( 
forth  by  the  Board  of  Visiters,  that  no  further  reoonuneDd- 
atioA  caa  he  wanting  to  enfist  your  favoriUc  coiiiJdfei»tio& 
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[34th  Covo.  2d  Sxai. 


Siie  for  fartificaiions  on  Lake  Champlain. — ^The  reso- 
hition  of  the  Senate  of  the  18th  of  Apnl  last,  referred  to 
this  department,  has  not  yet  been  complied  with.  A  re- 
quisition for  the  survey  first  necessary  was  made  on  the  12th 
of  July,  and  which,  it  is  believed,  has  not  been  completed, 
from  the  officer  detailed  for  the  purpose  being  assigned  to 
other  duties. 

Site  for  a  fori  on  the  Gulf  coast  of  the  Mississippi. — A 
requisition  was  made,  on  the  15tli  of  July  last,  for  a  brig- 
ade of  topographical  engineers  to  make  the  survey  in  ques- 
tion, in  order  to  comply  with  the  resolution  of  tl^  Senate 
of  the  20th  of  Aprils  which  was  referred  to  this  depart- 
ment. The  report  of  the  survey  has  not  yet  been  receiv- 
ed. 

Mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river. — Seventy-five  thousand 
dollars  for  mcreasing  the  depth  of  water  aC  the  mouth  of  this 
river  was  appropriated  by  Congress  at  its  last  session, 
which,  by  the  act  of  appropriation,  required  a  previous  sur- 
vey before  it  could  be  applied.  A  request  was  made  on  the 
1 2th  of  July  that  a  brigade  of  topographical  engineers 
should  report  to  the  engineer  officer  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
for  the  purpose.  But,  having  recently  learned  that  no  top- 
ographical oflficers  could  enter  on  the  duty  this  fall,  the 
whole  subject  has  been  committed  to  that  officer. 

O^ce  of  the  Chief  Enginur. — ^The  business  of  the  of- 
fice has  been  steadily  increasing  for  many  years,  and  is 
constantly  augmented  by  the  reference  of  new  objects  pro- 
vided for  at  each  succeeding  session  of  Congress.  An 
idea  of  this  increase  may  be  gathered  from  the  fact  that,  in 
1 823,  the  whole  amount  of  funds  referred  for  application 
was  $520,150,  and  which  has  regularly  augmented  up  to 
the  present  time  to  $3,643,271  76.  The  duties  of  the 
clerks  have  consequently  so  increased  that  a  proper  record 
of  transactions  cannot  be  kept  up,  and  the  salaiy  allowed, 
while  much  below  that  in  other  departments  whose  busi- 
ness whether  in  magnitude  or  responsibility  is  believed  to 
be  no  greater,  is  not  sufficient  to  remunerate  them  for  their 
rerv'iced,  or  to  command  such  as  either  the  interest  or  de- 
spatch of  the  public  business  requires. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  foregoing  report  of  operations, 
that,  in  many  instances,  no  provision  could  be  made  for 
applying  certain  appropriations  to  the  objects  intended, 
lovhile  in  others  the  arrangements,  though  the  best  within 
the  control  of  the  department,  were  not  such  as  could  have 
been  wished. 

The  desire  to  fulfil  the  wishes  of  Congress  led  me  to  im- 
pose  upon  the  officers  of  the  department  more  duty  than 
they  can  properly  execute,  and  more,  I  am  aware,  than  the 
interests  of  the  separate  works  would  authorize.     However 
rre^^uently  and  earnestly  I  have  represented  the  impolicy  of 
this  course,  I  cannot  refrain  from  bringing  before  you  the 
propriety  of  adopting  some  measures,  either  to  reduce  the 
i^uties  now  devolved  upon  the  department,  or  to  enlarge  its 
pow^ers  of  action  commensurate  with  tlie  wants  of  the  ser- 
^-  ice.     The  reasons  for  such  a  step,  drawn  and  substantia- 
ted by  the  annual  history  of  operations,  have  been  so  often 
^i  ven  that  they  need  not  now  be  repeated;  and  I  will  only 
suAd  that,  under  the  present  organization  of  the  corps  of  en- 
gineers, the  wishes  of  Congress,  so  far  as  they  depend  upon 
r.His  branch  of  the  service,  cannot  be  complied  with,  the 
r>  viblic  interest  cannot  be  attended  to,  nor  the  defence  of  the 
c4y'iinXxy  keep  pace  with  the  number  of  appropriations.    Un- 
3  or  these  circumstances,  I  must  again  recommend  that  the 
rt  tzmber  of  clerks  in  the  office  be  increased  to  seven,  with 
r  jtlaries  equal  to  those  in  the  civil  departments,  and  that  the 
.<^rT>3  of  engineers  be  doubled  in  its  numbers. 
A-ll   of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

C.  GRATIOT, 

Chief  Engineer. 

Vol.  xni-.F 


UNITED  STATES  MILFrARY  ACADEMY. 

Report  of  the  Board  of  Visiters  invited  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  attend  to  the  general  examituziion  of  tlti  Cadets 

of  the  United  States  Military  Academy.    . 
Hon.  Lewis  Cabs,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sib:  The  undersigned  have,  in  compliance  with  your 
request,  attended  the  annual  examinatioti  of  the  cadets  at 
this  post,  and  herewith  report  the  result  of  their  investi- 
gation. 

Having  been  instructed  by  their  letter  of  appointment  to 
'*  make  a  full  and  free  investigation  in  regard  to  the  course 
of  instruction,  both  military  and  scientific,  to  the  internal 
police,  discipline,  and  fiscal  concerns  of  the  institution,'* 
the  Board  of  Visiters  entered  upon,  and  have  conducted 
their  examinations  with  the  most  rigid  scrutiny.  Every 
facility  for  this  purpose  was  afiforded  by  the  officers  of  the 
institution. 

In  order  most  efifectually  to  discharge  their  duty,  the 
Board  committed  the  dififercnt  branches  of  their  investiga- 
tions to  committees  of  their  members,  whose  separate  duty 
it  became  to  examine  into,  1st,  the  fiscal  affairs;  2d,  the  in- 
ternal police;  3d,  the  course  of  instruction;  4th,  religious 
instruction;  and,  5th,  the  military  education  and  discipline 
of  the  Academy. 

These  several  committees  have  submitted  to  the  Board 
the  result  of  their  respective  investigations;  and  their  re- 
ports, afler  having  been  sanctioned  by  the  entire  Board,  are 
herewith  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  for  hi^  more 
particular  information  upon  those  several  objects. 

1st.  The  fiscal  affairs. — The  quartermasters  and  paymas- 
ter's departments  were  carefully  examined,  and  satisiactorj 
evidence  furnished  that  the  sums  appropriated  had  been 
properly  disbursed,  with  strict  regard  to  the  objects  intend- 
ed. The  particular  appropriations  necessary  for  the  year 
are  set  forth  in  the  estimate  marked  A,  annexed  to  the  re- 
port of  the  committee,  and  are  recommended  by  this  Board. 

The  Board  believed  it  to  be  their  duty  to  examine  also 
into  the  fiscal  affiiirs  of  the  cadets,  and  they  are  happy  to 
express  their  full  approval  of  the  discipline  and  regulations 
upon  this  subject.  Each  cadet  receives,  in  pay  and  ra- 
tions, $28  per  month,  and  no  more.  With  this  sum  he  is 
obliged  to  pay  his  board,  and  to  provide  all  the  furniture  to 
his  room,  all  his  books,  his  clothing,  and  every  necessary: 
the  Government  providing  nothing  for  him  but  instruction, 
arms,  and  a  room  to  lodge  in.  By  a  very  salutary  regula- 
tion, two  dollars  a  month  are  reserved  out  of  each  cadet*s 
pay,  until  he  leaves  the  institution.  Thus,  if  he  is  dis- 
missed, he  has  the  means  of  returning  to  his  family;  if  he 
graduates,  the  means  of  providing  himself  a  proper  uniform. 
The  wisdom  of  this  provision  is  apparent  from  the  fact 
(which  this  Board  has  satisfactorily  ascertained)  that  the 
greater  part  of  the  cadets  are  of  indigent  parentage.*  To 
preserve  an  entire  equality  among  them  in  this  respect,  the 
regulation  which  forbids  *'  any  cadet  to  apply  for  or  receive 
money  or  any  other  supply  from  his  parents,  or  from  any 
person  whomsoever,  without  permission  from  the  Secretaiy 
of  War,"  is  strictly  enforced.  Rigid  economy  therefore  is 
required  from  the  cadets,  to  enable  thein  with  their  pay  to 
meet  the  necessary  demands  upon  their  funds.  ^  They  are 
obliged  to  keep  accurate  accounts  of  their  expenditures,  and 
if  any  of  their  pay  remains  tinexpended  for  necessaries,  they 
are  not  permitted  to  receive  it,  unless  for  special  purposes. 

•  Thus,  in  one  class,  (the  only  one  wo  inquired  of,  and 
that  selected  accidentally,)  we  found  that  out  of  forty - 
eight  cadets  twenty -six  were  of  parentage  who  were  unable 
to  give  tliem  a  liberal  education;  and  instances  are  within 
the  knowledge  of  some  of  the  members  of  this  Board,  where  ' 
individuals  from  the  humblest  walks  of  life  have  attained 
the  highest  honor?*  of  the  institution. 
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They  are  Uiub  with  great  care  taught  lesaons  of  order  and 
economy,  which  become  of  the  utmost  value  to  them  in  after 
life,  and  which  have  already  so  distinguished  the  graduates 
of  the  Academy,  that  the  experiment  of  making  them  the 
disbursing  agents  of  the  Government  on  its  public  works  has 
been  eminently  successful.  And  it  \a,  doubtless,  from  this 
cause  that  they  present  the  excellent  example  of  having  dis- 
bursed millions  of  ^he  public  funds  without  a  dollar's  defal- 
cation. 

This  is  considered  by  the  board  of  visiters  as  the  legitimate 
result  of  the  course  of  education  at  the  Academy.  And  it 
must  be  apparent  to  every  one  thai  the  strict  morality,  high 
sense  of  honor,  and  the  lessons  of  order  and  economy  which 
they  are  taught,  render  them  invaluable  agents  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  will  compensate  the  nation  for  the  very  mod- 
erate expenditure  which  is  incurred  in  their  education. 

2d.  The  internal  police, — ^This  comprehended,  among 
other  things,  an  inquiry  into  the  provisions  for  the  comfort 
and  the  r^^ations  for  the  conduct  of  the  cadets  while  in 
barracks  pursuing  their  studies. 

This  meets  the  entire  approval  of  the  board. 

The  fare  of  all  the  cadets  is  precisely  alike.  They  eat  at 
a  common  table.  The  furniture  of  Uieir  rooms  and  their 
conveniences  are  the  same.  In  the  barracks  they  sleep  on 
the  floor,  and  on  the  ground  when  in  camp.  They  go 
through  guard  duty  in  succession;  and,  in  fine,  such  are  the 
regulations  and  discipline,  that  the  combination  of  military 
duties  with  their  scientific  studies  is  well  calculated,  not 
only  to  make  them  industrious  and  laborious,  but  to  inure 
them  to  the  hardships  of  a  soldier's  life. 

This  branch  of  the  inquiry  involved  an  examination  into 
the  situation  of  the  public  buildings  and  iheir  fitness  for  the 
purposes  intended,  llie  accommodation  for  the  cadets,  in 
respect  to  room,  is  by  no  means  adequate  to  their  comfort. 
In  rooms  of  ubout  twelve  feet  square,  three  and  four,  and 
sometimes  a  greater  number  of  cadets,  are  compelled  to  re- 
side. These  rooms  are  badly  constructed,  In  winter  time 
some  of  them  are  very  cold,  not  having  sufficient  pro- 
tection from  the  wind,  and  in  summer  some  are  uncom> 
fortably  warm,  from  an  absence  of  ventilation.  The  build- 
ings which  tlie  cadets  occupy  are,  in  fact,  in  no  respect  dif- 
ferent from  the  ordinary  barracks  of  the  army,  except  that 
they  are  more  uncomfortable  and  built  of  more  unsubstantial 
materials.  The  judicious  expenditure  of  a  small  sum  upon 
this  subject  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  board,  be  very  de- 
sirable. 

The  want  of  accommodations  for  the  professors  and  their 
assistants  is  s(iU  more  manifest.  The  crowded  state  of  their 
laboratory  and  philosophical  rooms  adda  much  to  the  labor 
of  the  instructers,  and  consumes  much  of  their  time.  Be- 
sides this,  is  the  hazard  to  which  much  valuable  property  is 
necessarily  exposed.  The  philosophical  apparatus  and  the 
library,  which  are  very  valuable,  are  now  hi  the  same  build- 
ing with  the  chemical  laboratory,  and,  consequently,  very 
much  exposed  to  danger  from  fires.  Nothing  but  extraor- 
dinary care  has  preserved  them  until  this  time,  and  it  cer- 
tainly would  not  «xcite  the  wonder  of  the  board,  if  they 
should  learn  at  an  early  day  that  they  were  all  coubumed. 
The  expenditure  of  $6, 000  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  l)oard, 
erect  a  suitable  fire-proof  building,  and  thus  guard  against 
the  unfortunate  destruction  of  property  which  could  not  be 
replaced  for  less  than  $100,000. 

3d.  The  course  of  instruction. — By  the  regulations  of 
the  War  Department  for  the  government  of  the  Academy, 
two  studies  arc  enumerated,  (among  those  which  are  to  be 
taught  to  the  cadets,)  which  are  entirely  omitted,  viz:  min- 
eralogy and  geology;  although  among  the  required  and  ne- 
cessary studies,  no  adequate  provision  has  been  made  by 
law  for  the  endowment  of  a  professorship.  All  the  power 
which  the  War  Department  has  over  the  matter,  is  to  detail 
a  lieutenant  of  the  army  for  duty;  but  as  this  officer  cannot 
receive  any  additional  compensation  for  this  duty,  he  has 


no  inducement  to  qualify  himself  for  teaching.  This  is  the 
cause  why  that  branch  of  education  has  been  abandoned, 
and  it  cannot  probably  be  resumed  without  a  special  provi- 
sion by  law.  The  importance  of  these  studies,  in  a  military 
point  of  view,  is  too  evident  to  require  from  the  board  any 
other  expression  than  that  of  their  hope  that  a  reform  in 
this  respect  will  be  speedily  accomplish^. 

This,  however,  is  not  tho  only  provision  which  the  board 
deem  necessary  in  order  to  place  the  different  branches  of 
instruction  on  a  proper  footing.  The  very  thoroagh  course 
of  instruction  pursued  at  the  Academy  necessarily  requireii 
a  large  fltimber  of  instructers,  seventeen  of  whona  receive  no 
other  compensation  for  their  services  than  the  pay  oi  a  lieu- 
tenant in  the  line.  That  pay  they  wonld  receive  ifwith  their 
regiments;  and  then  they  would  not  be  subject  to  the  ardu- 
ous task  now  imposed  on  them.  Consequently,  a  aituatioii 
at  this  Academy  b  rather  avoided  by  the  ofiScers  of  the  ar- 
my than  sought  after,  and  when  once  assumed  is  abandoned 
as  soon  as  circumstances  will  permit;  and  the  board  has  as- 
certained that,  during  the  three  years  ending  on  the  I  st  in^ 
twenty-six  officers  have  abandoned  their  sitoaitioiia  at  the 
Point,  and  that  one  professor  and  four  assistants  will  leave 
before  the  end  of  the  approaching  vacation;  making  a  change 
of  thirty-one  instructors  in  little  more  than  three  years. 
This  constant  change  is  a  aerioua  evil,  and  the  interetfta  of 
the  institution  certainly  require  a  remedy. 

It  cannot  excite  the  surprise  of  the  Department  that,  undf  r 
existing  circumstances,  these  changes  should  fireqoently  oc- 
cur. Whatever  may  have  been  the  education  of  an  officer, 
it  is  no  slight  task  to  qualify  himself  to  instruct^  and  prop- 
erly to  instruct;  and  it  cannot  be  expected  that  any  one 
would  voluntarily  assume  these  extra  labors,  when  no  com- 
pensation whatever  is  allowed  for  them. 

Another  difficulty  is,  that  an  officer,  when  he  becomes 
duly  qualified  as  an  instructer,  finds  in  civil  life  far  greoter  in- 
ducements; and  thatdassof  individuals  most  useful  to  6o^  • 
emment,  from  their  scientific  attainments,  have  fvequcnt 
offers  of  three  or  four  times  their  present  com^enaation  to 
assume  the  duties  of  some  civil  station.  Nothing  but  the 
strong  sense  of  obligation  to  the  nation  for  their  education 
which  pervades  the  graduates  of  this  institutioni,  haa  pie- 
vented  a  more  ready  acceptance  of  these  ofters;  and  thi* 
board  does  not  hesitate  to  declare  its  firm  conviction,  that  if 
Government  would  allow  to  these  individuals  only  one-half 
the  remuneration  which  they  can  readily  obtain  in  cuvil  life 
for  the  same  services,  the  sense  of  obligation  to  which  we 
have  alluded  would  retain  them  in  the  service  of  the  nation. 

The  present  situation  of  professorship  of  chemistiy  is  a 
fair  illustration  of  the  evils  of  the  present  system.  This 
professorship  is  not  endowed,  and  this  study  can  be  taught 
only  by  detailing  an  officer  of  the  army  for  this  purpose. 
The  present  teacher  receives  as  his  entire  compensation 
$767  per  annum — ^not  as  much  as  he  would  receive  if  on 
stafi'duty  at  some  other  post;  and  although  by  long  study 
and  practice  he  may  well  qualify  himself  to  teach,  he  is  lia- 
ble at  any  moment  to  be  ordered  to  other  poets;  and  al- 
though some  of  the  assistant  profeawrs  in  other  branches 
'  receive  extra  compensation,  yet  he  is  not  allowed  any,  al- 
though at  the  head  of  a  department  and  performing  dotiet 
as  laborious  and  rcsponsiblo  as  almost  any  other  professor 

The  board  of  visiters  feel  these  evils  so  strongly  that  they 
beg  leave  to  suggest  a  representation  of  them  to  Congress, 
in  the  confident  belief  that  there  will  be  no  hesiution  among 
the  representatives  of  the  nation  in  providing  the  necectiarr 
remedies. 

Notwithstanding  all  these  difficulties,  the  course  of  in- 
struction is  very  perfect.  The  cadets  are'  taught  the  re- 
tionale  of  their  studies,  to  think  for  themselves,  and  te 
apply  their  scientific  attainments  to  actual  practice.  The 
periodical  examinations  of  the  cadets  not  only  test  their 
proficiency  in  their  studies,  but  guard  against  the  bestows! 
of  the  care  of  Government  upon  improper  objects.     Any 
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one  who  is  found  unwilling  or  unable  to  undergo  the  hard- 
ships of  his  academic  life,  to  submit  to  the  rigid  discipline 
of  the  institution,  or  to  maniCest  a  suitable  proficiency  in 
his  studies,  is  dismissed.  This  sifting  operation,  if  we  may 
so  call  it,  is  productive  of  admirable  results.  Those  only  ! 
who  are  found  worthy  are  permitted  to  enter  the  service  of ' 
the  nation :  the  unworthy  are  discharged.*  The  cadets  are, 
in  fact,  part  of  our  army.  They  enlist  for  five  years,  and, 
like  other  branches  of  the  service,  are  promoted  only  when 
the'iT  conduct  justifies  it. 

It  became  a  question  with  tliis  board  whether  this  term 
of  enlistment  was  long  enough,  and  whether  the  privilege 
of  resigning  at  the  end  of  one  year  afler  the  close  of  their 
education  had  not  been  so  fiir  abused  as  to  deprive  the  Gov- 
ernment of  such  benefits  from  the  service  of  the  graduates 
as  would  afford  a  just  compensation  for  their  education. 

But  an  examination  produced  this  result,  that  of  the  to- 
tal number,  841,  who  had  graduated,  only  66  had  resign- 
ed at  the  end  of  their  term  of  enlistment  f 

4th.  Religious  instruction. — ^In  this  branch,  the  educa- 
tion is  at  present  necessarUy  deficient  The  same  individ- 
ual is  now  obliged  to  officiate  as  chaplain  of  the  post,  and 
as  instructer  in  rhetoric,  moral  philosophy,  and  poUtical 
science.  He  has  only  one  assistant;  and  it  is  physically 
impossible  for  those  two  individuals  adequately  to  discharge 
all  these  duties;  some  of  them  must  be,  and  necessaxily  are, 
neglected.  The  religious  instruction  of  the  cadets  appears 
to  the  board  to  be  a  matter  of  too  much  importance  to  be 
neglected.  The  best'  remedy  for  this  evil  which  suggests 
itself,  would  be  the  separation  of  the  duties  of  the  chaplain 
and  professor.  Next  to  this  would  be  the  appointment  of 
a  clerical  gentleman,  as  an  assistant  in  the  duties  both  of 
chaplain  and  professor;  and  if  neither  of  these  is  practica- 
ble, then,  in  the  opinion  of  the  board,  an  ofl[icer  of  the  army 
ought  to  be  detailed  as  second  assistant  to  the  professor. 
This  improvement  must  commend  itself  to  the  favorable  at- 
tention of  the  Department,  by  every  consideration  afifecting 
the  permanent  welfiire  of  the  cadets. 

5tli.  Miliiary  educaticn  and  discipline.  — Upon  this  sub- 
ject, the  board  cannot  do  better  than  >o  refer  to  the  full  re- 
port made  by  the  committee  on  that  branch  of  our  investi- 
gation, and  to  express  their  full  concurrence  in  its  views. 

The  board,  however,  feel  themselves  called  upon  to  add 
their  conviction  of  the  importance  of  adhering  strictly  to  the 
sound  principles  laid  down  by  the  President  of  the  United 


*  The  board  examined  the  effect  of  this  practice  upon 
four  classes—  ^ 

One  of  which,  begun  with  106  members,  graduated  45 
One  of        do  do         108         do  do  43 

One  of        do  do         119         do  do  36 

One  of        do  do         111         do  do  56 


So  that  of         -        -        444  who  entered,  only  180 
graduated;  and  the  board  is  informed  that  160  of  that  num- 
her  are  now  in  the  service  of  the  nation. 

f  This  examination  further  showed  that,  of  220  cadets 
who  had,  from  the  first  organization  of  the  Academy  till 
1836,  either  resigned,  declined  a  commission  in  the  army, 
or  been  dropped,  20  left  the  army  one  year  after  their  grad- 
uation, 45  Uie  second  year,  28  the  third  year,  28  the  fourth 
year,  13  the  fifth  year,  1 1  the  sixth  year,  8  the  seventh 
y«ar,  1 3  the  eighth  year,  7  the  ninth  year,  9  the  eleventh 
year,  4  the  twelfth  year,  8  the  thirteenth  year,  4  the  four- 
teenth year,  6  the- fifteenth  year,  5  the  sixteenth  year,  5 
the  seventeenth  year,  1  in  the  eighteenth  year,  1  in  the  nine- 
teenth year,  1  in  the  twenty-first  year,  and  1  in  the  twen- 
ty-third year.  And  of  the  residue  of  the  number  of  grad- 
uates, 403  still  remained  in  the  service  of  the  country,  15 
had  been  killed  in  battle,  and  106  had  died  in  the  service. 


States,  in  his  letter  of  the  8th  of  December,  1835,  in  rela- 
tion to  Cadet  Hammond.  The  restoration  of  cadets  to 
the  Academy,  after  their  dismissal  for  incompetency  or  mis- 
conduct, is  not  only  subversive  of  the  necessary  discipline 
of  the  post,  but  must  result  in  the  application  of  the  bounty 
of  the  Government  to  unworthy  objects.  This  board  be- 
lieved it  to  be  within  the  proper  range  of  their  inquiries  to 
ascertain  how  far  the  regulations  of,  and  mode  of  educa* 
tion  at,  West  Point  conformed  to  the  objects  for  which  the 
Academy  was  instituted.  They  supposed  the  institution 
was  <<  designed  not  only  as  a  school  in  which  the  youth  of 
the  United  States  are  to  be  instructed  in  the  art  of  war,  but 
they  are,  in  all  cases  of  exigence,  to  serve  as  an  actual  de- 
fence to  the  community.''  This  object  seems  to  be  kept 
constantly  in  view. 

The  school  is  strictly  military  in  its  character,  instructing 
the  young  men  in  the  art  of  war  and  fitting  them  to  defend 
our  country. 

It  is  believed  to  be  true,  as  a  general  rule,  that  some  pre- 
vious education  is  necessary  to  qualify  a  man  to  exercise  the 
art  of  war.  (To  this,  as  to  every  other  general  rule,  there 
are  doubtless  brilliant  exceptions.)  If,  in  those  rude  days 
when  every  battle  was  but  a  series  of  single  combats,  and 
when  brute  force  and  physical  courage  were  the  only  quali- 
fications of  a  soldier,  long  and  arduous  training  was  an  in- 
dispensable prerequisite,  how  much  more  is  it  necessary 
now,  when  war  has  become  a  science,  and  when  the  men- 
tal more  than  the  physical  qualities  of  man  determine  the 
issue  of  the  contest.  When  this  science,  unlike  all  others, 
shall  so  change  its  nature  as  to  be  imbibed  by  intuition, 
then,  and  not  till  then,  can  a  country,  extensive  as  ours  is, 
and  almost  surrounded  by  savage  and  intractable  enemies, 
and  in  its  rapid  prosperity  coming  in  collision  with  the  in- 
terests of  powerful  nations,  dispense  with  at  least  such 
preparations  for  war  as  naturally  will  fiow  from  the  educa- 
tion of  a  portion  of  our  youth  for  this  special  purpose. 

This  board  is  free  to  express  its  opinion  that  this  Acade- 
my is  admirably  calculated  and  conducted  for  the  attainment 
of  this  end.  All  its  studies  and  practices  are  essentially 
military,  involving  at  once  a  knowledge  of  the  science,  and 
an  habituation  to  the  hardships  of  the  war,  so  that,  in  case 
of  actual  conflict,  we  have  the  nucleus  of  an  army,  and  a 
satisfactory  guarantee  against  the  misfortunes  which  visited 
our  arms  at  the  commencement  of  the  last  war  with  Great 
Britain;  and  in  peace  we  have  a  well-trained  band  of  offi- 
cers devoted  to  the  service  of  the  country,  capable  of  de- 
fending our  frontiers  and  extending  our  fortifications,  of 
carrying  on  our  great  system  of  internal  improvement,  of 
guarding  us  against  the  impositions  of  foreign  empires;  but, 
above  all,  of  developing  and  calling  into  action  the  undis- 
covered resources  of  our  new  States. 

These  are  advantages  which  we  believe  do  necessarily 
flow  from  this  institution.  They  can  be  attained  only  by 
arduous  and  indefatigable  labor  on  the  part  of  cadets  and 
teachers.  This  labor  cannot  be  produced  without  adequate 
inducements.  To  this  end,  Government  must  provide  for 
the  education.  Unless  it  does,  the  poorer  classes  will  be 
deprived  of  the  advantages  of  such  instructions,  and  the 
richer  will  discover  no  motive  for  undergoing  the  hardships 
necessary  to  its  attainment. 

These  advantages  are  happily  combined  in  this  institu- 
tion, and,  with  the  fostering  care  of  the  Government,  may 
easily  be  made  to  conduce  to  the  permanent  welfare  of  the 
whole  nation. 

In  conclusion,  tlie  board  of  visiters  earnestly  recommend 
this  institution  to  the  care  and  attention.of  the  Government. 
Their  examination  affords  ihem  ample  reason  to  know  that 
the  intention  of  the  nation  in  regard  to  it  is  faithfully  exe- 
cuted. *«The  instructors  teach  in  defiance  of  obstacles," 
and  tlie  graduates,  after  a  most  searching  and  rigid  scruti- 
ny, have  evinced  a  knowledge  of  their  profession  which 


44 


APPENDIX— TV?  Gales  ^  Seaton's  Register. 


34th  Go5o.  2d  Ssts.]  DocumenU  accompanying  the  Presidenfi  Message, 


cannot  but  be  valuable  to  the  country  whenever  itn  exigen- 
cies shall  call  it  into  practice. 
WasT  PoiJTT,  June  18,  1836. 

R.  C.  FOSTER,  of  Tenn.,  Pres'L 
LOUIS  Marshall;  Kentucky, 
NATHANIEL  GREENE,  Mass. 
JOHN  TRAVERS,  N.  Jersey, 
ALLAN  McDonald,  N,  York, 
JOHN  McLean,  New  York, 
MORGAN  L.  SMITH,  N.  York. 
JOHN  MUSHAT,  N.  Carolina, 
JAMES  PEACOCK,  Penn,,  Sec'y. 
J.  W.  EDMONDS,  New  York, 
DAVID  E.  TWIGGS,  U.  S,  Army. 
J.  HENRY  DUKMON T,  R.  IsVd. 
GUSTAVUS  F.  DAVIS,  Conn. 
JOHN  HENDERSON,  Penn, 
JAMES  KIN  NEAR,  Ptnn. 
ALFRED  JOHNSON,  Jr.,  Me. 
ALFRED  IVERSON,  Cewgia. 
B.  A.  BIDLACK,  Pennsylvania, 
EDWARD  HEKRICK,  Perm. 
GEORGE  M.  KEIM,  Penn. 
A.  W.  CHILDS,  Massachusetts. 
DAVID  J.  BAKER,  lUinois, 
JAMES  RYAN,  New  York, 
The  undersigned  most  cordially  concurs  in  the  above  re- 
port, only  asking  indulgence  to  express  a  doubt  which  he 
entertains  respecting  the  right  of  the  Federal  Government 
to  establish  such  an  institution  as  the  Military  Academy  at 
West  Point. 

JOHN  D.  PHELAN,  Alabama. 

Fiscal  Affairs. 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  board  of  visiters  to  in- 
quire into  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  Military  Academy, 
report: 

That  they  were  referred  to  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment, as  the  place  where  the  superintendent  transacted  the 
moneyed  affairs  of  the  institution;  that  they  there  examined 
the  books  and  accounts  exhibiting  the  appropriations  made 
at  different  times,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  had  been 
disbursed;  that  they  viewed  the  chapel  and  other  works  not 
yet  completed;  the  design,  size,  and  arrangement,  were  well 
adapted  to  the  situation  and  objects  intended. 

Your  committee  also  proceeded  to  the  paymaster's  de- 
partment; they  there  discovered  that  moneys  originating 
from  the  rents  of  lots,  and  from  wood,  hoop-poles,  dtc, 
taken  from  the  land  connected  with  the  establishment,  ma- 
king about  $700  for  the  year  1835,  was  carried  to  the  post 
fund.  The  important  branch  of  the  paymaster's  duties 
consist  in  his  being  treasurer  for  paying  the  cadets. 
Bach  cadet  receives  $16  and  rations  worth  $12,  making 
$28  per  month;  and  purchases  at  the  store  such  articles  as 
tiie  superintendent  thinks  proper,  and  at  prices  fixed  by  a 
board  of  officers.  The  storekeeper  is  obliged  to  furnish  each 
cadet  with  an  account  book,  and  enter  in  that  book,  at  the 
time  of  delivering,  the  articles  furnished.  The  cadet  keeps 
this  book;  settles  with  the  treasurer.  This  regulation  seems 
to  be  rigidly  enforced.  Whilst  it  protects  the  cadet  from 
undue  advantage,  it  teaches  him  system  and  attention  to 
his- own  concerns. 

There  has  been  appropriated  $20,000  for  the  erection  of 
a  building  for  military  exercises  in  winter.  Of  this  sum  a 
part  remains  unexpended,  and  the  superintendent  estimates 
that  $25,000  more  will  be  necessary  for  this  object  for  the 
present  year.  It  is  evident  that  a  building  of  this  kind  is 
very  necessary  for  the  comfort  and  health  of  the  cadets,  as 
they  must  at  times  neglect  their  necessary  exercises,  or 
take  them  exposed  to  the  inclemencies  of  the  seasons. 

In  addition  to  that,  the  superintendent  has  forwarded  to 
the  committee  an  estimate  of  funds  required  for  the  servioe 


of  the  United  States  Military  Academy  fer  the  year  1830^ 
(marked  A,)  and  herewith  submitted,  embracing  many  ob- 
jects which  are  deemed  by  him,  and  considered  by  ua,  very 
important.  We  believe  that  a  small  institution  like  thij  is 
necessary  in  our  extended  and  growing  country.  When 
the  military  system  is  generally  neglected,  in  case  of  emer- 
gency and  necessity  (which  we  cannot  expect,  whatever  we 
may  desire,  to  be  always  exempt  from)  there  may  be  those 
of  our  countrymen  at  hand,  and  settled  through  our  popu- 
lation, able  to  impart  the  required  instruction.  We  taks 
pleasure  in  stating  that  our  investigations  have  conducted 
us  to  the  conclusion  that  those  intrusted  with  the  charge 
of  the  instruction  here  have  been  faithful  and  economical, 
and  that  nothing  is  wanted  to  make  the  Military  Academy 
of  great  national  advantage  but  a  patronage,  the  cost  of 
which  would  be  small  when  compared  with  other  matters 
perhaps  not  more  indispensable  to  the  weliare  and  honor  of 
the  country. 

E.  HERRICK,   Chmmum. 


A. 


General  estimate  of  funds  required  for  the  semce  of  the 
United  States  Military  Academy  at  West  Pointy  New 
'      York,  for  the  year  1836. 
For  travelling  expenses  and  accommodation  of 

the  board  of  visiters  ...  $2,000  00 

For  general  repairs^  fuel,  forage,  stationary, 
printing,  postage,  transportation,  and  mis- 
cellaneous expenses  -  •  -  89, 180  00 
For  the  department  of  philosophy      -            -     6|  300  OO 
For  the  department  of  engineering    -  -         600  00 
For  the  department  of  mathematics    -            -         125  00 
For  the  department  of  drawing          -  -         3 10  00 
For  the  department  of  artillery           -  -  50  00 
For  the  increase  and  expenses  of  the  library  -         600  00 
For  the  department  of  chemistry        -            •         800  00 
For  the  construction  of  two  small  wooden  build- 
ings (filled  in  with  brick)  for  quarters  for  as- 
sistant professors,  with  uonilies      -            -     4,000  00 
For  the  construction  of  a  suitable  yard  and  per-* 
manent  shops  for  artificers,  such  as  carpen- 
ters, blacksmiths,  painters,  dtc.,'the  whole 
to  be  substantially  built  of  stone    -            -    10,000  00 
For  the  erection  of  a  building  for  military  ex- 
ercises in  winter,  in  addition  to  amount  al- 
ready appropriated,  as  per  plan  already  pro- 
vided       .....   25,000  00 
For  the  purchase  of  horses  for  the  school  of 

cavalry  and  evolutions  of  light  artillery       -     9,390  00 
For  completing  the  chapel    ...     3^500  00 
For  a  drawing-room  for  the  professor  of  draw- 
ing -  -  -  -  -         800  00 
For  amount  overrun  in  1884  and  1885,  by  the 
board  of  visiters    ....        882  48 

*$98,087  73 


Internal  Police, 

Mr.  President:  The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  thd 
subject  of  police,  in  pursuance  of  the  du^  assigned  iheia» 
have  visited  the  hospital,  barracks,  and  other  baQdings  de- 
signed for  the  use  and  accommodation  of  the  cadets  at  West 
Point,  and  beg  leave  to  state  the  following  facts: 

The  hospital  contains  eight  rooms  for  the  accommodatioB 
of  the  sick,  the  whole  of  which,  they  are  happy  to  state, 
have  never  been  tenanted:  a  strong  evidence  of  the  health- 
ful situation  of  the  establishment,  particulariy  when 


*  This  sum  was  reduced  in  the  Engineer  department  to 
$34,004  78,  which  amount  has  been  asked  to  be  appro- 
prii^  this  year  by  Congress. 
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p&nicd  by  the  report  of  the  surgeon,  who  states  that  his 
lick  report  does  not  exceed  an  average  of  five;  and  a  ma- 
jority of  these  ephemeral  cases  of  slight  headache,  or  some- 
thing of  that  character.  Oi^the  subject  of  the  barracks, 
your  committee  would  beg  leave  to  state  the  following  facts: 
The  rooms  of  the  south  building  are  entirely  two  small, 
and  the  openings  have  be«n  made  without  regard  to  the 
prevailing  winds  of  winter,  and  hence  the  rooms  are  cold 
and  comfortless  during  the  inclement  season.  Your  com- 
mittee woald  also  suggest  the  propriety  of  making  the  rooms 
spoken  of  single.  The  rooms  in  the  north  building  are 
larger,  better  adapted  for  the  purpose  they  were  designed. 
Yoar  committee,  however,  disapprove  of  the  course  pur- 
sued in  the  practice  of  putting  four,  and  even  five,  young 
gentlemen  into  one  room;  a  practice  at  once  un&vorable  to 
morals  and  industry,  and  which  nothing  but  necessity  can 
excuse.  The  commons  or  boarding  we  found  highly  to  be 
commended. 

The  room  appropriated  for  the  professor  of  natural  phi- 
losophy, we  found  wholly  unfit  for  the  purpose.  This 
room  \A  small,  and  unprovided  with  seats  for  Uie  class,  or 
any  competent  provision  for  securing  the  instruments,  which 
are  fine.  Upon  examining  this  room,  our  admiration  of  the 
extent  and  accuracy  of  knowledge  exhibited  by  the  class 
during  examination,  was  much  heightened,  together  with 
astonishment  at  the  patience  and  labor  the  professor  must 
have  displayed  in  communicating  such  varied  knowledge, 
so  confined  in  point  of  space  as  luurdl^  to  be  itble  to  use  any 
of  his  instruments  with  facility. 

The  professor  of  chemistry  labors  under  all  the  incon- 
veniences above  described,  and  nothing  but  a  determination 
to  instruct  in  defiance  of  obstacles  could  haye  enabled 
either  of  these  gentlemen  to  have  brought  forward  pupils  so 
well  prepared  as  the  unanimous  testimony  of  the  board  of 
vtsiters  justify  your  committee  in  reporting  them  to  have 
been. 

One  fact  your  committee  lament  to  have  become  ac- 
quainted with.  The  professor  of  chemistry,  whose  labors 
hare  been  so  profitable  to  his  young  pupils,  has  had  no 
provision  made  for  salary,  and  has  done  all  his  duties  with- 
out compensation.  This  surely  should  not  be.  Your  com- 
mittee beg,  in  closing  this  report,  to  state  that  the  rooms 
referred  to  are  under  one  roof,  as  is  also  the  library.  Thus, 
public  property  to  a  very  large  amount  is  in  the  most  unsafe 
condition  imaginable,  exposed  constantly  to  destruction  by 
^e;  and  as  the  present  building  is  unfit  for  the  use  to  which 
it  is  appropriated,  they  beg  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  erect- 
ing a  building  fire-proof^  and  more  suitably  arranged;  the 
coat  of  such  a  building  would  not  exceed  $6,000. 

LEWIS  MARSHALL,  Chairman, 

Course  of  Instruction, 
Althotigh  somewhat  foreign  to,  and  only  indirectly  con- 
nected with,  the  part  assigned  them,  the  committee  on  the 
course  of  instruction,  from  a  sense  of  that  duty  which  they 
owe  to  the  cadets  and  professors,  to  themselves  and  to  their 
country,  feel  bound  to  express,  not  only  their  satisfaction 
vrith  the  evidence  which  has  in  the  course  of  the  examina- 
tion been  afforded  of  the  talents,  the  accuracy,  and  the  pro- 
gress of  those  examined,  and  of  the  ability  and  faithfulness 
of  their  instructers,  but  to  add  that  their  anticipations  have 
been  more  than  raized.  .They  feel  themselves  justified  in 
declaring  it  as  their  belief  that  the  progress  and  accuracy 
>f  the  cadets  examined  (numbers  being  equal)  cannot  be 
lurpttssed  by  the  students  of  any  of  the  literary  institutions 
>f  our  criuntry.  This  declaration  rests  upon  and  proceeds 
rom  a  knowledge  of  the  subject-matter  of  the  examination, 
13  v^eU.  as  from  a  comparison  of  this  with  similar  examina- 
iona  to  which,  either  for  reasons  resulting  from  the  nature 
»f  tlieir  office,  or  from  other  relations  in  society,-  they  have 
teen  called  to  attend.  When  this  committee  look  into  and 
.xflunine  the  course  of  instruction  originally  designed  to  be 


pursued  and  perfected,  they  are  forcibly  struck  with  the 
wisdom  displayed  in  the  selection  and  arrangement  of  the 
studies  therein  embraced.  Their  adaptation,  as  far  as  they 
go,  to  the  exigencies  and  situation  of  ^e  Government,  must 
be  apparent  to  all  who  will  take  the  time  and  subject  them- 
selves to  the  trouble  of  even  a  superficial  examination.  The 
importance  and  even  the  necessity  of  an  institution  to  teach 
those  branches  of  science  immediately  connected  with  the 
military  defence  of  the  country  was  perceived  and  acknswl- 
edged  at  an  early  period.  To  these,  other  branches  were 
added,  and  in  a  few  years  the  course  of  instruction,  to  its 
present  extent,  was  adopted. 

The  committee  regret  that  more  liberal  provisions  had 
not  been  enacted,  by  which  the  present  plan  could  have 
been  carried  into  full  and  successful  operation;  but  this, 
like  all  other  institutions,  the  nature  and  effects  of  which 
can  at  first  be  but  imperfectly  understood,  appears  to  have 
been  placed  in  a  condition  to  await  the  success  of  experi- 
ment.    The  situation  of  the  financial  <SDncerns  of  the  Gov- 
ernment at  the  time,  might  perhaps  serve  in  some  degree 
as  an  apology  for  the  contracted  and  uncertain  provision 
made.    Were,  however,  the  studies  originally  selected  and 
designed  to  be  taught  in  this  institution  pursued  and  attended 
to,  prudence  might  have  forbid  the  utterance  of  any  com- 
plaint at  this  time;  but  inasmuch  as  some  of  the  studies  are 
entirely  omitted,  and  inasmuch  as  those  omitted  are  of  vital 
importance  in  relation  both  to  the  literary  character  of  the 
institution  itself  and  to  the  benefical  influence  anticipated 
from  its  establishment  and  operation,  the  committee  must 
express  their  deep  regret  that  such  a  state  sf  things  exists, 
and  at  the  same  time  express  a  hope  that  it  will  be  changed 
by  the  Government,  making  audi  appropriations  as  will 
warrant  the  employment  of  professors  qualified  to  teach  and 
instruct  the  members  of  the  institution  in  the  difierent 
branches  of  mineralogy  and  geology.    These  are  the  studies 
omitted,  and  the  committee  are  sorry  to  add,  omitted  for  want 
of  funds  to  support  the  necessary  number  of  professors.  Sxirc- 
ly  in  these  days,  when  improvements  of  almost  every  kind  are 
so  rapidly  advancing  onward  to  perfection,  causing  the  des- 
ert to  blossom  as  the  rose,  and  the  wilderness  to  wave  with 
the  golden  harvest,  this  committee  need  not  consume  their 
time  in  illustrating  and  proving  the  importance  of  these 
branches.     Sufiice  it  to  say  that  the  farmer,  the  mechanic, 
the  professional  man,  yea,  every  department  of  society, 
must  feel  and  acknowledge  their  importance  and  utility; 
and  while  they  are  a  nati(yal  advantage,  they  are  also  a  na- 
tion's glory,  the  splendor  of  which  can  never  shine  with  a 
lustre  so  pure  or  so  extensive  as  a  Government  like  ours. 
Were  the  committee  further  to  indulge  in  argument  to  iU 
lustrate  and  prove  their  importance  and  utility,  they  would 
especially  turn  their  attention  to  the  vast  regions  of  newly^ 
acquired  territory,  and  to  those  yet  more  extensive  regions 
from  which  the  savage  must,  before  long,  recede,  the  prof- 
itable exploration  of  which  necessarily  demands  the  aid  of 
those  sciences.     Besides,  it  ought  to  be  borne  in  mind  that 
this  institution  was  designed  not  merely  to  make  soldiers 
for  the  defence  of  the  country,  but  vrith  this  character  to 
unite  that  of  the  scholar,  the  gentleman,  and  virtuous  cit- 
izen; and  where  is  the  individual  who  will  not  acknowledge 
that,  while  the  present  prescribed  mode  of  instruction  re- 
flects the  highest  honor  on  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of 
those  who  laid  the  plan,  it  has  placed  the  country  in  an  at- 
titude, in  relation  to  the  condition  of  its  armies,  which  com- 
mands not  only  the  respect  and  approbation  of  our  ovm  cit- 
izens, but  the  admiration  of  other  national  The  committee 
do  not  say  too  much*,  when  they  assert  that  this  institution 
has  produced  the  most  salutary  effects  upon  the  military  de- 
partment, in  point  of  intelligence,  morality,  gentlemanly 
and  orderly  conduct,  as  well  as  upon  the  skill  and  disci- 
pline, connected  with  the  art  of  war,  which  ought  with  all, 
and  is  with  every  patriot  and  lover  of  his  country,  a  sub- 
ject-matter of  national  pride  and  a  source  of  the  purest 
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gratification;  for  in  this  way  it  has  been  the  lot  of  our  Gov- 
ernment to  prove  to  the  worid  that  it  is  practicable,  with 
peifect  safety  to  all  our  political  institutions,  to  establish 
and  carry  into  successfttl  operation  plans  of  education  and 
improvement  by  which  the  physical  and  intellectual  and 
mofal  strength  of  our  Government  is  at  the  same  time  in- 
er^ised.  From  fhese  facts,  the  committee,  before  they 
dose,  must  express  their  regret  at  the  apparent  deficiency 
that  exists  in  this  institution  on  subjects  properly  included 
under  the  head  of  rhetoric,  which  is  professed  to  be  taught 
The  committee  refer  to  the  subjects  of  English  gmnmiar, 
and  more  especially  accuracy  in  pronouncing  and  distinct- 
ness in  enunciation.  These  defects  pervade  in  a  greater  or 
leas  degree  every  class  and  every  section  of  the  different 
classes.  Under  the  head  of  rhetoric,  as  given  in  detail  by 
the  professors,  these  diatinct  parts  are  specified;  yet  when 
the  committee  examine  the  authors  or  text-books  used  for 
the  purpose  of  teaching  and  explaining  all  the  parts  of  what 
is  generally  known \ind  inchided  under  the  head  of  English 
grammar,  they  find  that  Dr.  Blair's  Lectures  stand  alone, 
and  alone  are  used  as  a  text-book.  The  committee  feel 
very  confident  that  from  the  mode  of  teaching  rhetoric  as 
aystematiled  by  Br.  dlair,  and  adopted  by  all  who  follow 
his  footsteps,  but  little  information  can  be  given  or  received, 
without  more  than  common  labor,  as  to  those  subjects  in 
relation  to  which  they  complain  of  apparent  deficiency.  In 
examining  into  the  cause  of  this  state  of  things,  the  com- 
mittee discovered  that  only  a  principal  and  one  assistant, 
owing  to  the  state  of  the  funds,  were  employed  in  teaching 
rhetoric,  mo/bl  philosophy,  and  political  science,  while  at 
the  same  time  the  duties  of  chaplain  devolved  upon  and 
were  discharged  by  the  principal.  This  explains  satisfac- 
torily to  the  committee  the  existing  cause  of  the  deficiencies 
complained  of,  a^d  entirely  exempts  the  professors  in  this 
department  from  the  charge  of  delinquency.  These,  how- 
ever, are  deficiencies  which  must  be  removed.  Their  ex- 
istence, more  than  any  others,  must  tend  to  affect  the  lite- 
^  rary  character  of  the  institution  as  well  as  that  of  the  cadet. 
The  reason  is  obvious.  The  English  language  is,  and 
probably  will  continue  to  be,  the  language  employed  in  all 
the  various  spheres  and  departments  of  life ;  and,  at  the 
same  time,  the  knowledge  of  its  grammatical  construction 
is  more  widely  difiiised;  consequently  an  error  in  giving 
to  a  syllable  its  proper  accent  or  to  a  vowel  its  proper 
sound,  strikes  the  ear,  awakens  the  attention,  and  even  in- 
curs the  censure  of  the  tyro  kimsclf,  whose  organs  of 
senses  as  a  guide  generally  supersede  the  reasoning  faculty, 
but  in  these  cases  are  a  sure  and  safe  criterion.  The  com- 
mittee, therefore,  recommend  that  a  distinct  professorship 
of  elocution  be  added  to  the  institution;  and  that,  if  prac- 
ticable, this  addition  be  made  at  an  early  period.  Should 
the  addition  of  such  a  professor  be  impracticable,  the  com- 
mittee would  suggest  the  propriety  of  separating  the  duties 
of  chaplain  from  that  of  professor  of  moral  philosophy, 
and  that  the  time  thereby  acquired  be  employed  in  instruct- 
ing the  cadets  on  the  subject  of  elocution.  As  handmaids 
and  special  helps  to  the  progress  and  accuracy  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  institution  in  obtaining  an  understanding  of 
their  own  language,  the  committee  would  not  only  recom- 
mend but  urge  upon  the  professors  the  exercises  of  writing 
composition  at  least  once  in  two  weeks,  and  public  speak- 
ing as  oflen,  leaving  the  delivery  of  the  speeches,  as  to 
their  publicity,  to  the  discretion  of  the  various  instructers, 
whether  they  shall  be  before  a  whole  class,  or  one  section 
of  said  class,  or  before  all  the  classes  collected.  This  will 
be  best  and  most  profitably  arranged  by  adopting  the  prog- 
ress and  perfection  of  the  student  as  the  guide. 

The  committee  have  made  these  suggestions  in  relation 
to  the  English  language  in  the  mode  set  forth,  because 
they  believe  that  the  one  or  other  of  these  modes  would, 
with  greater  facility  than  any  other,  be  adopted,  and  more 
speedily  carried  into  operation.     The  plan  of  a  preparatory 


school  has  been  suggested.  Such  an  institution  the  com- 
mittee feel  convinced  would  aid  much  in  removing  existing 
difficulties,  so  far  as  the  time  and  Uhot  of  instructers,  con- 
sisting only  of  the  present  number,  are  objects  of  considers- 
tion,  and  in  point  of  economy  itself  would  ultimately  bM 
comport  with  the  limited  state  of  the  funds  s&i  apart  for  the 
benefit  of  the  institution.  Besides,  by  this  plan,  one  of  the 
purposes,  and  by  no  means  the  least  in  importance,  to  wiu 
to  bring  to  light  and  into  successful  and  useful  exercise  the 
talents  of  young  men  which  otherwise  poverty  would  conceal 
or  obstruct,  must  be  aH&wered.  And  here  the  committee  take 
the  liberty,  and  embrace  this  opportunity,  to  denounce  the 
popular  prejudice  that  this  institution  is  for  the  benefit  of  the 
rich,  /ind  in  its  operations  confers  iu  favors  exclusively  en 
this  class.  The  philanthiopy  and  patriotism  and  wisdom  of 
the  individuals  who  devised  Uie  plan  of  instruction,  and  have 
aided  in  raising  the  institution  to  its  present  state  of  per- 
fection, and  existing  facts  themselves,  forbid,  and  with  all 
intelligent  and  impartial  men  will  effectually  prevent,  9D 
opinion  so  inconsistent  with  the  nature  of  our  institutions 
from  entering  the  mind.  But  to  return  to  our  subject:  grant- 
ing for  a  moment,  what  may  be  the  case,  that  any  or  all  oi 
the  plans  suggested  by  the  committee  would  necessarily  in- 
crease the  expenditures,  and  consequently  require  from  the 
Government  larger  appropriations,  at  no  time  will  this  ob- 
jection be  made  by  the  man  who  understands  the  nature  axxl 
properly  appt^iates  the  principles  of  his  Govemmeut;  for 
he  knows  and  believes  that  ''intelligence  is  the  life  of  drjl 
liberty,'*  and  he,  too,  knows  and  believes  that  literature  anJ 
the  light  of  science  are  necessary  to  give  a  proper  directica 
to  the  physical  strength  which  a  nation  possesses,  and  are 
equally  necessary  and  useful  in  appointing  and  fixing  the 
bounds  or  limits  within  which  the  same  strength  ought  to 
be  restrained.  More  especially  ought  such  an  objectiou  &t 
this  time,  whether  we  consider  the  situation  of  many  part£ 
of  our  country,  or  the  state  of  the  treasury,  to  hare  no 
weight.  The  truth  is,  that  the  objection  is  only  tiscd  as  t 
cloak  for  a  principle  which,  in  its  operation,  must  subvcn 
that  order  and  dissolve  ihose  relations  in  society  wrhich  ha^c 
long  existed,  and  which,  although  in  some  instances  thej 
are  the  result  of  circumstances  in  which  the  individuals  hB%« 
had  no  agency,  yet  will  generally  be  found,  upon  an  acvQ- 
rate  investigation,  to  be  the  result  of  individual  merit  ao«i 
enterprise.  In  the  days  of  Cromwell  it  vras  appropriately 
called  the  levelling  syaiem.  In  a  Government  Uke  oun^  the 
great  object  ought  to  be  to  increa.sc  its  physical  and  intel- 
lectual strength,  by  the  selection  of  objects  whose  talents, 
improved  by  education,  will  increase  the  physical  strength 
of  the  nation,  and  shed  more  extensively  the  Ught  of  science, 
without  regard  to  the  condition  of  said  objects,  whether  no- 
ble or  ignoble,  high  or  low,  rich  or  poor.  That  such  is  th^ 
theory  and  practice  of  this  institution,  its  present  conditiau 
and  the  circumstances  of  its  members  most  conclusively 
prove.  If  these  things  then  be  so,  objections  on  the  sqoiv 
of  increased  expenditures  are  not  even  the  small  dust  of  the 
balance.  In  conclusion,  this  committee  do  therefore  ni'^i 
only  recommend  but  urge  the  importance  and  utility  of  pla- 
cing the  opportunities  of  literary  attainments  and  the  salaries 
of  the  teachers  and  professors  selected  to  assist  and  dirtcl 
the  youth  to  this  object,  upon  an  equal  footing,  as  to  the 
branches  of  education  omitted  and  herein  recommenJetl« 
with  the  first  literary  institutions  of  our  country.  Independ- 
ent of  the  consideration  that  such  a  plan  might  be  ex}M>rt- 
ed  to  allay  the  opposition,  and  diminish  the  ground  occupicc 
by  the  enemies  of  the  institution,  the  committee  verily  be* 
lieve  that  such  a  plan  is  the  l>est  calculated  to  prouioie  tht 
prosperity  and  advance  the  true  interest  of  the  countn, 
while  it  will  necessarily  shed  an  additional  lustre  on  our  dx- 
tional  character. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  MUSHAT,  Chairman 

June  17,  1836. 
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RcligiotM  Instruction. 
The  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  course  of 
religious  instruction  at  the  United  States  Militaiy  Academy, 
have  attended  to  the  duty  assigned  them,  and  ask  leave  to 
report: 

That  they  are  impressed  with  the  paramount  importance 
of  morality  and  religion  to  the  young  men  of  this  institu- 
tion. They  should  go  forth  to  the  active  duties  to  which 
their  country  may  call  them,  with  minds  not  only  stored  with 
useful  knowledge,  but  deeply  imbued  with  Chrutian  princi- 
ples, to  be  their  shield  from  the  fiery  darts  of  temptation, 
their  friendly  md  through  all  the  warfare  of  life,  and  their 
^nalpasifort  at  the  gates  of  heaven. 

The  utility  of  such  instruction  is  recognised  on  the  part 
of  the  Govemipent  by  the  appointment  of  a  chaplain — an 
appointment  which  the  friends  of  these  intdligent  and  inter- 
esting youth  (now  removed  from  the  immediate  beneficial 
influences  of  parental  restraint  and  counsel,  and  from  the 
Christian  privileges  of  their  childhood^  must,  with  your 
committee,  regard  as  a  salutary  and  desirable  provision. 

U  must,  however,  be  apparent  to  every  reflecting  mind, 
that  the  benevolent  design  of  the  Government,  and  the 
wishe*  of  the  friends  of  the  Academy,  cannot  be  fully  real- 
ized without  the  frequent  inculcation  of  Divine  truth. 

But  the  committee  find  that  there  are  no  daily  prayers  at 
the  Academy,  and  that  the  whole  course  of  religious  in- 
struction is  confined  in  one  service  on  the  Sabbath.  Besides 
the  pulpit  exercises,  there  are  other  duties  which  the  chap- 
lain might  profitably  perform,  if  time  and  his  other 
duties  would  permit  But  the  chaplain  is  also  professor  of 
ethics,  and,  in  this  department,  is  required  to  teach  English 
grammar,  rhetoric,  moral  philosophy,  and  the  elements  of 
palitical  science,  including  the  law  of  nations,  and  the  con- 
stitational  law  of  the  United  States,  and  his  time  must  ne- 
cessarily be  much  engrossed  with  these  various  subjects: 
the  committee  would  therefore  unanimously  recommend  that 
a  respectful  suggestion  be  made  to  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
separate  the  chaplaincy  from  the  professorship,  or,  if  this 
cannot  conveniently  be  done,  to  appoint  an  additional  as- 
sistant in  the  department  of  ethics,  under  the  general  super- 
intendence of  the  chaplain,  that  the  time  of  the  latter  may 
not  be  occupied  daily  with  the  sections,  but  more  exclusive- 
ly devoted  to  the  religious  welfare  of  the  cadets. 

The  committee  would  not  omit,  in  conclusion,  the  fact 
that  the  conveniences  of  public  worship  are  increased  by 
the  completion  of  a  neat  chapel,  which  has  been  opened 
during  the  session  of  the  board  of  visiteni. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

G.  F.  DAVIS,  Chairman. 
U.  8.  Mxi.iTi.itT  AcADSHT,  Junc  H,  1836. 


Military  Education  and  Discipline. 
The  committee  on  military  affairs,  after  giving  the  va- 
riocifl  subjects  under  consideration  all  the  attention  which 
the  ehort  time  given  them,  arising  from  the  new  organiza- 
tion of  the  committee  on  the  16Ui,  would  permit,  have 
deemed  it  their  duty  to  confine  themselves  to  the  subjects 
most  cloaely  allied  to  the  military  departments  in  the  Acad- 
emy,  and  have  therefore  selected  firom  the  various  military 
isranchee  which  are  or  should  be  taught,  the  following  ma- 
terial on  which  to  found  their  report,  viz:  civil  and  military 
en^neerhig,  cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry  tactics,  together 
with  some  suggestions  as  to  improvements  in  the  ordnance 
and  fixtures.  The  vast  importance  of  the  first-named  science, 
whether  aa  applicable  to  the  "art  of  war*'  for  permanent  de- 
fence on  onr  extended  frontier  and  seaboard,  or  in  extend- 
ing the  incalculable  benefits  of  civil  engineering  to  every 
section  of  our  infant  yet  boundless  country,  renders  this 
science,  in  the  estimation  of  your  committee,  one  of  para- 
mount consideration.  It  will  add  permanency  and  architec- 
tural beauty  to  our  public  works  and  buildings.  It  will 
racilltate  the  construction  of  railroads  and  canals,  the  forma- 


tion and  improvement  of  harbors  and  roadsteads,  and  removal 
of  obstacles  in  our  otherwise  navigable  rivers,  and  in  every 
point  in  which  those  branches  of  science  are  here  taught 
and  disseminated  through  each  State  and  to  eveiy  section  of 
our  extended  and  rapidly  improving  country  can  be  viewed, 
must,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  satisfy  even  the 
most  sceptical  that  the  benefits  of  this  institution,  in  these 
points  of  view  alone,  are  incalculably  great.  Much  credit 
is  due  Professor  Mahan  for  the  standing  those  branches 
maintain,  and  for  accomplishing  so  much  with  but  one  assist- 
ant professor,  and  a  great  deficiency  of  models. 

Your  committee  would  strenuously  recommend  that  a 
permanent  additional  professor  be  added  to  this  department; 
and  for  the  purpose  of  completing  a  set  of  models,  which 
are  so  indispensable  in  studying  this  science^  (as  they  speak 
direct  to  the  eye,)  recommend  the  annual  appropriation  of 
$500  for  five  years. 

One  of  the  < 'three  arms  of  service, '^  your  committee  deep- 
ly regret  to  perceive,  is  not  taught  in  the  Academy.  In  any 
light  in  which  this  subject  can  be  reflected,  cavalry  must  be 
deemed  of  the  highest  importance.  Our  present  Indian  war 
tells  this  in  language  that  cannot  be  misunderstood.  Celerity 
of  movement  against  such  enemies  on  our  almost  boundless 
prairies  is  so  obviously  important,  that  your  committee  can- 
not restrain  an  expression  of  astonishment  that  instruction 
in  this  important  branch  of  the  "art  of  war"  should  have 
been  so  long  withheld  from  this  institution.  Can  the  grad- 
uate stand  before  the  world,  and  have  the  proud  conscious- 
ness that  he  is,  in  fact,  a  "soldier,"  while  he  is  a  stranger 
to  an  important  arm  of  the  ser>'ice  to  which  he  is  attached, 
and  which  is  an  indispensable  to  a  staff  or  dragoon  officer, 
to  which  place  in  the  service  he  may  be  at  any  moment  called? 
And  should  the  introduction  of  cavalry  tactics  in  this  insti- 
tution be  the  incipient  step  to  an  entire  precedence  of  the 
graduate  over  civilians,  (except  in  very  extraordinary  cases,) 
for  appointments  in  the  new  cavalry  regiments,  your  com- 
mittee will  have  accomplished  an  object  which  is  founded  in 
common  justice  to  the  **thorough-bred  soldier^**  and  which 
will  immediately  tend  to  render  the  service  more  permanent 
and  respectable. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  strongly  recommend  that  forty 
horses  be  purchased,  and  kept  at  tins  post,  for  practising 
cavalry  evolutions,  as  well  as  for  manoeuvring  the  field  bat- 
tery, which  is  now  perfcfmed  by  the  cadets,  and  which  is 
an  extremely  arduous  duty. 

The  department  of  artillery  received^fromyour  committee 
the  special  consideration  which  its  importance  demands. 
The  graduating  class  evinced  great  proficiency,  not  only  in 
the  examination-hall,  but  also  in  the  laboratory,  as  well  as 
the  manoeuvres  of  the  battery  in  the  field,  mortar- practice, 
and  target-firing.  Great  cr^it  is  due  to  Lieutenant  Ander- 
son, the  instructer  in  this  department,  for  conducting  the 
graduates  so  creditably,  through  this  complicated  science, 
and  in  the  absolute  want  of  several  fixtures  essentially  re- 
quisite to  the  successful  prosecution  of  it.  To  put  this  de- 
partment on  a  proper  footing,  your  committee  unite  in  rec- 
ommending the  appointment  of  a  permanent  assistant 
instructer.  The  aid  now  given  Lieutenant  Anderson  is  that 
of  a  temporary  detail  from  the  army.  Such  aid  is  deemed 
by  your  committee  wholly  inadequate  in  this  important 
branch  of  instruction. 

The  following  munitions  and  fixtures  are  deemed  abso- 
lutely necessary  in  this  department,  and  are  strongly  urged 
by  your  committee  for  immediate  adoption,  %'iz: 

1 .  A  light  fi6ld  battery  of  four  or  six  pound  brass  guns, 
and  two  howitzers. 

2.  A  light  battery  of  twelve-pound  iron  guns  and  a  tv.cn- 
ty-  four  pound  howitzer. 

3.  Four  siege  mortars,  mounted  on  iron  beds. 

4.  Onenew  eprouvette.^ 

6.  Two  barbette  twenty-four  pound  guns. 

6.  A  quantity  of  good  projectiles,  solid  and  hollow. 
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7.  A  ballistic  pendulum. 

8.  Models  of  congreye  rockets,  tools,  &c. 

9.  The  erection  of  a  target  at  the  foot  of  the  < 'Crow's- 
nest,"  or  elsewhere,  for  target-firing. 

10.  A  casemate  defence. 

1 1 .  Barbette  and  mortar  batteries  and  platform. 

The  whole  will  cost  an  inconsiderable  sum  in  comparison 
w^  the  advantages  to  be  derived. 

Your  committee  do  not  feel  themselves  competent  to 
make  a  correct  estimate  of  the  cost,  and  leave,  with  great 
confidence,  this  matter  in  the  hands  of  the  superintendent. 

In  iniantiy  tactics,  the  most  desirable  result  was  devel- 
oped, both  in  the  examination-hall  and  in  the  field.  Each 
cadet  of  the  first  class  was  thoroughly  examined  in  evolu- 
tions of  the  line  and  battalion  in  the  hall;  and  with  a  view 
to  ascertain  correctly  whether  a  corresponding  field  prac- 
tice had  been  given  to  the  students,  a  battalion  drill  was 
ordered,  the  direction  of  which  was  promptly  tendered  to 
your  committee,  who  proceeded  to  fM  from  the  lines  to 
take  command  of  the  battalion  as  instmcters.  A  number 
of  the  cadet  officers,  of  various  rank,  (without  previous  no- 
tice) received  directions  from  your  committee  as  to  the  evo- 
lutions to  be  performed.  The  result  gave  the  most  un- 
qualified satisfaction.  Your  committee  would  here  take 
occasion  to  recommend  to  the  instructer  of  infantry  tactics 
to  throw  each  cadet  of  the  first  class  occasionally  in  com- 
mand, with  a  view  to  qualify  him  for  that  station  which 
each  graduate  must  assume  on  entering  the  army.  This 
department  is  successfully  conducted  by  Major  Fowie,  who 
requires  an  additional  assistant  instructer  of  tactics,  for  the 
following  important  reason:  The  necessary  division  of  the 
battalion  into  four  companies  renders  four  instructers  (one 
to  each  coifipany)  necessary.  There  being  but  three,  your 
committee  strongly  recommend  such  an  appointment  with 
as  little  delay  as  possible,  as  his  services  will  be  immediate- 
ly required,  and  are  very  important  during  the  encamp- 
ment. 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  would  do  injustice  to 
tbemselves,  the  superintendent,  professors,  and  instructers 
generally,  did  they  not  express  their  unquedified  satisfaction 
at  the  manner  in  which  each  department  which  came  under 
their  supervision  is  managed.  From  the  superintendent 
down,  all  vie  with  each  other  to  surmount  obstacles,  and 
to  maintain  that  high  standing  for  the  institution  which  it 
truly  merits.  Some  of  the  obstacles  would  be  removed  if 
the  recommendations  and  improvements  suggested  by  your 
committee  are  carried  into  efiect;  and  in  submitting  this  re- 
port, they  are  bound  to  say  they  have  been  cautious  to  rec- 
ommend nothing  not  absolutely  necessary  to  a  perfectly 
successful  prosecution  of  the  various  branches  of  science 
cubmitted  to  their  consideration. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

MORGAN  L.  SMITH,  Chairman, 

Letter  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to 
Cadet  Hammond's  restoration  to  the  Military  Academy. 

WjLSHiircTox,  December  8,  1836. 

Cadet  Hammond  will  be  restored  to  the  Military  Acade- 
my after  the  1st  day  of  January  next,  if  he  shall  then  be 
found  competent  to  enter  the  class  he  left. 

In  directing  this  restoration,  however,  I  am  influenced 
more  by  a  regard  to  the  remission  of  punishments  which 
has  recently  taken  place  at  the  Military  Academy,  and 
which  may  have  induced  Cadet  Hammond  to  think  lightly 
of  the  offence  he  committed,  than  to  any  extenuating  cir- 
cumstances in  his  case.  He  has  been  guilty  of  a  serious 
military  offence.  A  proper  subordination  is  essential  in 
all  the  departments  of  the  army.  As  it  W  the  duty,  so 
should  it  be  the  pride,  of  the  young  gentlemen  at  the  Mili- 
tary Academy,  to  obey  the  laws,  regulations,  and  orders 
for  the  government  of  that  institution. 

The  very  improper  proceedings  which  took  place,  and 


which  led  to  the  conviction  of  Cadet  Hammond,  are  highly 
censurable.  If  the  cadets  experience  injuries  from  any 
person  at  the  Military  Academy,  whether  in  authority  or 
not,  the  regulations  point  out  the  mode  in  which  redress 
shall  be  obtained.  This  must  be  pursued,  and  it  will  al- 
ways be  found  effectual.  But,  if  they  undertake  to  dedds 
in  their  own  cases,  and  tumultuously  to  seek  their  own  rem- 
edy, it  is  obvious  that  the  discipline  of  the  Academy,  and 
the  institution  itself,  would  be  destroyed.  This  will  never 
be  suffered.  In  this  case,  the  proceedings  were  marked 
with  another  extraordinary  feature.  A  claim  seems  to  have 
been  interposed,  and  in  fact  practically  asserted,  to  carry 
from  the  commons  certain  victuals,  which,  if  not  consumed 
at  the  table,  belonged  to  the  contractor,  and  the  resolutions 
passed  in  support  of  this  claim  appear  to  be  as  grave  as  if 
some  unalienated  principle  of  human  nature  were  to  be 
wrested  from  these  young  gentlemen.  All  this  is  in  very 
bad  taste,  and,  what  is  still  worse,  it  is  wrong  in  itselfl  I 
need  not  point  out  the  error  of  the  pretensions  set  up  by 
these  young  gentlemen.  I  am  sure  they  will  perceive  it  at 
once  in  their  moments  of  reflection. 

I  had  hoped  that  a  lenient  system  of  administration 
would  be  found  sufficient  for  the  government  of  the  Mili- 
tary Academy.  But  I  have  been  disappointed,  and  it  is 
now  time  to  be  more  rigorous  in  enforcing  its  discipline.  If 
the  young  gentlemen  who  are  sent  and  educated  there  by 
their  country  will  not  demean  themselves  as  they  aie  re- 
quired to  do  by  the  regulations,  they  must  suffer  the  pre- 
scribed punishments.  Hereafter,  therefore,  the  sentences 
of  courts  martial  will,  when  legal  and  regular,  be  confirm- 
ed; and  the  punishment  will  be  remitted  only  in  cases  rec- 
onmiended  by  them,  or  where  the  circumstances  may  ap- 
pear so  very  favorable  as  to  justify  such  a  measure. 

But  the  members  of  the  institution  must  make  no  calcu- 
lations on  a  favorable  result  Let  them  look  to  their \>bli- 
gatioiu  and  fulfil  them  faithfully.  Unless  they  do,  they 
must  expect  to  be  visited  by  adequate  punishments. 

That  these  views  may  be  known,  the  Secretary  of  Wax 
will  communicate  this  drder  to  the  superintendent  of  the 
Military  Academy,  who  will  cause  the  same  to  be  promul- 
gated there. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 


REPORT    FROM    THE     TOPOGRAPHICAL    BU- 
REAU. 

Topoobjlphzcjll  Bcbrac, 

Washington,  Noveinher  15,  1836. 
The  Hon.  B.  F.  Butlzb,  Secretary  of  War.- 

Sib:  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  9th  of  Seplon- 
ber  last,  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  to  you  the  fbUo\<-- 
ing  statements  and  report: 

1 .  Statement  A,  exhibiting  the  amount  required  for  the 
current  expenses  of  the  topographical  engineer  service  for 
surveys  for  the  year  1837. 

This  statement  embraces  estimates  for  two  objects — one 
for  military  surveys  on  the  coast  and  frontier,  $15,000;  the 
other  for  surveys  under  the  act  passed  30th  oHT  Apnl,  1  B^i 
^30,000. 

3.  Statement  B,  exhibiting  the  amount  required  for  the 
Topographical  bureau  for  the  same  period. 

This  statement  embraces  the  pay  for  clerks,  the  pay  for 
a  messenger,  and  the  sum  required  for  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  office,  amounting  to  $4,335. 

With  this  statement  are  two  submitted  items— one  in 
reference  to  the  compensation  to  be  paid  to  the  fin4  clerk. 
At  present  his  compensation  is  fixed  at  $1,000,  but  it  £> 
entirely  disproportioncd  to  the  intelligence  required^  the  Is- 
bor  which  has  to  be  performed,  or  to  the  amount  paid  to 
other  clerks  similarly  situated  in  other  offices.  From  the;*' 
considerations,  an  increase  in  his  salary  of  $400  per  year 
is  respectfully  recommended.     The  other  is  in  reference  tc 
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the  meMenger.  His  compensation,  it  piesent,  U  $600 
per  year.  The  general  compeiuaiion  to  meefiengen  in  the 
various  offices,  is  $700.  Now,  in  thii  office  there  is  but  one 
messenger,  who,  in  addition  to  his  general  out-door  duUes, 
has  to  attend  to  three  rooms.  '  Viewing  his  situation,  then, 
in  reference  to  his  labers,  the  estimate  of  similar  services 
in  the  public  offices  generally,  and  the  great  increase  in  the 
prices  of  all  the  nocessaiieB  of  life,  his  present  compeiuHi^ 
tion  is  entirely  inadequate;  and  it  is  respectfully  recommend- 
ed that  the  same  should  be  raised  to  $700. 

3.  Statement  C  is  an  exhibit  of  the  amount  transmitted 
to  the  duburaing  officers  of  this  bureau  from  the  Ist  day  of 
October,  1835,  to  the  30th  day  of  September,  1836,  and 
of  the  amount  for  which  accounts  have  been  received  for 
the  same  period. 

i.  Statement  D  is  an  exhibit  of  the  expenditure  of  the 
contingent  fund. 

6.  I  am  also  directed  by  your  letter  to  exhibit  statements 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  appropriations  of  the  la«t  ses- 
sion of  Congress  for  objects  under  the  direction  of  this  bu- 
reau have  been  applied,  the  present  condition  of  these  ob- 
jects, and  also  to  exhibit  a  general  view  of  the  operations 
of  the  bureau  since  the  last  annual  report. 

6.  That  part  of  this  direction  which  relates  to  the  man- 
nnr  in  which  appropriations  have  been  applied,  will  be 
found  exhibited  in  the  statement  C;  and  that  which  relates 
to  the  present  condition  of  those  objects,  and  to  a  general 
view  of  the  operations  of  this  bureau,  will  be  found  in  the 
subsequent  remarks. 

7.  The  duties  of  the  bureau  consist  in  all  surveys  re- 
quired to  be  made  for  the  Government,  or  by  its  orders; 
and  also  in  the  superintending  of  such  constructions  as  the 
War  Department  shall  assign  to  it. 

8.  Surveys. — ^I'hese  have  been  somewhat  limited  during 
the  last  year,  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  an  enlarge- 
ment of  the  corps,  the  lateness  of  the  period  at  which  the 
appropriation  bills  were  passed,  and  the  great  want  of  offi- 
cers with  the  troops  in  the  field  on  the  frontiers.  Early 
in  the  season,  the  neccMities  of  the  army  were  such,  that 
it  was  found  proper  to  withdraw  from  topographical  duty 
the  g^reater  part  uf  the  officers  of  the  army  who  were  then 
asagned  to  that  duty;  and  lately,  from  the  same  cause,  all 
those  who  had  been  previously  left,  have  been  withdrawn 
and  ordered  to  join  their  respective  companies. 

In  addition  to  this,  eight  of  the  officers  of  the  corps  of 
topographical  engineers  (the  whole  corps  consists  of  but 
ten}  have  been  ordered  to  join  the  troops  in  the  South  and 
Northwestern  frontier.  From  which  it  will  be  readily  per- 
ceived that  the  means  of  this  bureau,  for  the  execution  of 
\lA  duties,  have  been  greatly  limited,  and,  of  consequence, 
xlH  Operations. 

9.  These  operations  have  been  as  foHows: 

10.  A  partial  survey  of  a  line  for  a  railroad  on  the  East- 
ern Shore  of  Maryland,  on  an  application  and  at  the  ex- 
pense of  that  State.— The  officer  in  charge  of  this  duty 
being  ordered  to  the  frontier,  it  is  doubtful  if  he  can  be  ready 


Maine;  the  last  two  in  pursuance  of  laws  of  the  last  session 
of  Congress.  The  whole  are  incomplete.  The  service  re- 
quired of  the  officer  superintending  these  surveys,  as  well 
as  of  his  assistants,  with  the  troops  on  the  frontier,  rendered 
it  necessary  that  they  should  be  ordered  there. 

15.  The  survey  of  Crow  shoal,  Delaware  bay,  with  a 
view  to  the  construction  of  a  breakwater  and  artificial  har- 
bor, in  pursuance  of  a  law  of  the  last  session  of  Congress.— 
This  survey  is  incomplete.  The  officer  in  chaige  of  the 
same,  with  his  assistants,  being  required  with  the  troops 
on  the  frontier. 

1 6.  The  survey,  plans,  and  estimates,  and  the  construction 
of  various  routes  for  railroads  in  the  States  of  New  York, 
Connecticut,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  and  North  Car- 
olina.—These  duties  are  on  the  application  and  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  authoritiea  and  parties  mterested,  and  are  un- 
der the  superintendence  of  one  officer;  but  his  services  be- 
ing requiml  with  the  troops  on  the  frontier,  he  has  been 
ordered  to  join  them. 

17.  The  survey,  plan,  and  estimate  of  a  route  for  a  rail- 
road from  Pensacola,  Florida,  to  Columbus,  Georgia,  on 
the  application  and  at  the  expense  of  the  authorities  of  Flor- 
ida and  of  parties  interested. 

18.  The  survey  of  the  coast  of  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate. 

These  two  surveys  were  under  the  same  officer,  but  his 
services  being  required  with  the  troops  in  the  field  in 
Florida,  he  has  been  ordered  to  join  them. 

19.  The  survey  of  the  coast. — ^The  officer  of  the  corps 
heretofore  on  that  duty  is  still  retained  upon  it. 

30.  The  survey,  plan,  and  estimate  of  the  route  for  a 
railroad  from  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  to  Cincinnati, 
Ohio.^-This  survey  has  been  partially  made,  and  is  on  the 
application  and  at  the  expense  of  the  authorities  and  par- 
ties interested,  but,  as  the  services  of  the  oflker  superin* 
tending  the  same,  and  his  military  assistants,  were  requi- 
red with  the  troops  on  the  frontier,  he  and  his  assistanta 
have  been  ordered  to  join  them. 

21.  The  survey  of  a  part  of  Lake  Champlain,  with  a 
view  to  its  military  defences,  in  consequence  of  a  resolution 
of  the  Senate.— This  survey  is  partially  made,  but  as  the 
officer  and  his  aasistants  were  required  with  the  troops  on 
the  frontier,  they  hare  been  ordered  to  join  them. 

22.  The  survey  of  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  with  a 
view  to  an  improvement  of  the  entrance  of  that  river,  by 
direction  of  a  law  of  the  last  session  of  Congress. — ^No  or- 
der has  yet  been  taken  on  this  subject.  A»  the  season  ap- 
proached in  which  field  operations  in  that  quarter  became 
practicable,  the  wants  of  the  troops  in  the  field  left  this  bu- 
reau without  an  officer  to  assign  to  that  du^. 

By  reference  to  the  reports  on  plans  for  improving  the 
entrance  of  tills  river,  it  will  be  seen  that  it  is  a  subject  re- 
plete with  difficulties,  and  which  could  be  intrusted  only  to 
an  experienced  and  highly-informed  engineer. 

23.  The  survey  of  the  bar  and  harbor  of  Georgetown, 
S.  C,  by  virtue  of  the  law  of  die  last  session  of  Congress. 


with  his  report,  plan,  and  estimate,  before  he  will  have  to  '  —No  order  has  yet  been  taken  on  this  survey;  the  reason, 
Uavc-      Every  exertion  will,  however,  be  made  to  accom-  I  there  is  no  officer  whatever  to  assign  to  it.     This  perhaps 


pUsh  the  work  in  time  to  prevent  the  disappointment  which 
would  otherwise  result. 

1 1 .  The  survey,  plan,  and  estimate  of  a  route  for  a  rail- 
road from  Belfast,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  to  unite  witli  a 
r^iilroad  from  the  Canada  line  to  Quebec. 


may  not  be  considered  so  much  a  matter  of  regret,  as  the 
amount  appropriated  for  the  survey  is  entirely  inadequate 
to  its  execution,  or  even  to  a  judicious  commencement. 

The  amount  appropriated  in  the  law  is  one  thousand 
dollars.     This  bureau  is  not  aware  by  whom  or  on  what 


1 2.  The  survey  of  the  Androscoggin  river  from  the  falls    authority  the  estimate  for  thU  amount  was  made;  but  bemg 
at  Brunswick  to  the  Kennebec.  \  well  satisfied  of  its  inadequacy  to  the  object  contemplated, 

13.  The  survey  of  the  ledge  of  rocks  at  Owrs-hcad  har- 1  and  with  a  view  of  determining  this  point,  the  question  of 
tK>r.  ;  an  estimate  was  referred,  in  September  last,  to  an  oflicer  of 

14.  The  survey  of  tlie  parage  into  Cobscook  bay.  ]  KW»t  experience  in  hydrographic  surveys,  as  weU  as  in  the 
No«.   \  I,  12,  13,  and  14,  arc  under  the  superintendence  '  parUcular  locality  of  this  survey,  having  some  yeara  since 

of  th«  same  officer.     The  first  two  are  made  on  the  appli- '  !>««"  employed  on,  and  partially  completed,  a  survey  of 
t  afion  and  at  the  expense  of  the  authorities  of  the  State  of  i  Georgetown  harbor. 
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His  estimate  for  the  survey  of  the  bar,  and  for  as  much 
as  IB  yet  requisite  to  complete  the  survey  of  the  harbor, 
amounts  to  the  sum  of  $4,384. 

24.  The  survey  of  the  mouth  of  the  river  Connecticut 
with  a  view  to  its  improvement. — The  officer  of  this  C4>rp8 
who  is  on  a  survey  of  the  coast,  has  al^  had  this  survey 
assigned  to  him;  and  the  plan,  report,  and  estimate,  are  ex- 
pected to  be  completed  in  time  to  be  laid  before  Congress  at 
an  early  period. 

25.  The  survey,  plan,  estimate,  and  location  of  the  route 
of  a  canal  from  Creorgetown,  D.  C,  to  Annapolis,  in  Mary- 
land, on  the  application  and  at  the  expense  of  the  authori- 
ties of  Uiat  State. — ^This  will  be  completed  during  the  pres- 
ent season. 

26.  The  survey  of  the  head-waters  of  Chesapeake  bay, 
directed  by  a  law  of  the  last  session  of  Congress. — This 
survey  will  be  completed  in  time  to  be  laid  before  Congress 
at  an  early  period  during  the  ensuing  session. 

27.  The  survey,  plan,  and  estimate  of  the  route  for  a 
railroad  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  on  the  anpUcation  and  at 
the  expense  of  the  parties  interested  in  toe  same. — This 
survey  will  be  completed  this  season. 

28.  The  survey  of  the  St  Francis,  Black,  and  White 
riven,  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  by  virtue  of  a  law  of  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  and  with  a  view  to  the  removal  of 
the  rails  on  said  rivers. — ^This  duty  is  now  in  execution, 
but  it  is  doubted  if  the  appropriation  will  prove  adequate  to 
the  survey  of  the  three  rivers. 

29.  The  survey  of  the  harbor  of  Richmond,  Virginia, 
with  a  view  to  its  improvement.— The  plan,  report,  and 
estimate  of  this  survey  will  be  done  in  time  to  be  laid  be- 
fore Congress  at  an  early  period. 

30.  The  geological  investigations  authorized  in  the  Ter- 
ritories, public  lands,  and  in  the  Indian  country,  are  being 
made  with  the  vigor  and  intelligence  which  have  always 
dbaracterized  the  labors  of  Mr.  Featherstonhaugh;  and  in- 
teresting reports  are  anticipated  from  him  during  the  course 
of  the  ensuing  winter,  in  reference  to  the  country  now  oc- 
cupied by  the  Cherokees. 

The  report  of  the  investigations  of  the  past  year  has  been 
received  since  the  last  annual  report,  and  duly  submitted  to 
Congress.  It  has  been  printed  by  order  of  the  Senate,  and 
will  show  the  advantages  and  extent  of  such  examinations. 

Its  value  is  much  enhanced  by  interesting  maps  of  a  part 
of  the  country  which  had  been  hitherto  but  little  explored. 

3 1 .  Constructions. — ^The  various  works  of  construction 
assigned  to  this  bureau  being  placed,  (with  two  exceptbns,) 
in  consequence  of  the  want  of  officers,  under  civil  agents, 
they  will  not,  on  that  account,  be  exposed  to  the  interrup- 
tions consequent  upon  the  necessity  of  sending  the  officers 
to  the  troops  in  the  field. 

These  woiks  are— 

32.  The  opening  of  a  road  from  the  State  line  of  Ala- 
bama, througn  Marianna,  to  Appalachicola. — This  road 
was  authorised  by  a  law  oif  Congress  of  30th  of  June,  1884; 
but  as  the  survey  and  plan  had  first  to  be  made  and  appro- 
ved, some  time  had  to  be  necessarily  occupied  in  these  pre- 
liminary operations.  It  is,  however,  in  a  state  of  active 
progress.  The  officer  in  charge  of  this  work  has  been  Ule> 
Vf  ordered  to  join  the  troops  in  Florida,  but  as  he  will  be  at 
times  in  the  vicinity  of  the  work,  he  can  stiU  bestow  his  at- 
tention upon  it;  it  will  not  therefore  be  suspended.  The 
amount  required  to  complete  tlus  road  is  estimated  at 
$20,313. 

33.  All  the  constructions  under  this  bureau,  except  No. 
31,  aie  the  result  of  laws  of  the  last  session.  But  tlie  late- 
ness of  the  period  when  the  appropriation  bills  were  passed, 
and  the  time  lost  before  civil  agents  having  some  knowledge 
of  these  matters  could  be  obtained,  have  of  necessity  limited 
the  operations  to  the  mere  beginning  of  the  works  and  to  the 
procuring  of  materials. 

84.  The  buiWing  of  a  breakwater  or  pier  at  the  harbor  of 


Burlington,  Vermont. — Arrangements  for  the  collecting  of 
materials  have  been  made;  and  it  has  been  already  ascertain- 
ed  that  the  increase  in  ^e  prices  of  materials  and  labor, 
over  those  which  were  relied  upon  when  the  estimate  was 
made  upon  which  the  appropriation  was  founded,  will  oc- 
casion a  proportional  and  conoderable  increase  in  the  coiit 
of  the  work.  The  original  estimate  was  made  upon  the 
prices  of  1833,  and  amounts  to  $28,727. 

Thie  estimate  of  the  present  year  has  not  yet  been  rereiv- 
ed  from  the  agent;  but,  on  consulting  with  the  officer  who 
had  been  placed  in  the  position  of  inspector  of  the  woiks 
on  that  lake,  reasoning  from  analogy  in  reference  to  the  in- 
crease in  the  prices  of  labor  and  materials  and  from  the  ne- 
cessity of  making  a  stronger  work  than  appears  to  have 
been  contemplated  in  the  first  instance,  it  is  doubted  if  the 
improvement  can  be  accomplished  at  a  less  cost  than  fifty 
thousand  dollars.  The  amount  appropriated  was  $10,000: 
leaving  yet  to  be  provided  the  sum  of  $40,000. 

35.  The  deepening  of  the  channel  between  the  North 
and  South  Hero  islands.  Lake  Champlain,  State  of  Ver- 
mont—Several large  isolated  rocks  have  been  removed  from 
this  channel,  but  the  general  operations  requiring  the  use 
of  a  dredging-machine,  of  whidi  there  is  none  on  the  lake, 
it  became  necessary  to  have  one  constructed.  It  is  now  be- 
ing made,  and  will  be  ready  for  use  early  the  next  spring. 

The  appropriation  for  this  work  was  founded  npon  an  es- 
timate of  prices  collected  in  1834.  It  is  not  improbable  that 
it  will  also  be  afiSscted  by  the  late  and  general  increai«  in 
the  prices  of  labor  and  materials.  The  estimate  was  for 
$26,669;  the  amount  appropriated  was  $15,000,  leaving  a 
balance  required  for  the  next  season  of  $10,669,  which  is 
probably  as  much  as  can  be  judiciously  expendedduiing  the 
next  season. 

36.  The  building  of  a  breakwater  or  pier  at  the  bsrbor  of 
Plattsburg,  Lake  Champlain,  State  of  New  York. — Mmte- 
rials  for  this  work  are  now  being  coUected.  The  estiiute 
upon  which  the  appropriation  is  founded  was  made  in  1833, 
and  amounted  to  $24,003.  That  upon  present  prices  of 
labor  and  materials  has  not  yet  been  received;  but,  froBi  rea- 
sons similar  to  those  stated  in  No.  34,  it  is  doubted  if  the 
ultimate  cost  of  the  work  for  this  harbor  can  be  placed  at  a 
less  sum  than  $45,000.  The  appropriation  was  for  $lO,OO0t, 
leaving  a  deficiency  to  be  provided  amounting  to  $36,000. 

37.  The  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  White  Hatll,  Lake 
Champlain,  State  of  New  York. — ^There  was  no  plan  fcf 
this  improvement,  and  no  previous  survey  having  been 
made,  it  was  difficult  to  ascertain  the  precise  object  of  the 
law.  Eight  thousand  dollars  was  appropriated. 

Having  had  a  8ur\'ey  made,  and  it  being  asoertained  ibat 
a  dredging-machine  would  be  necessary  whatever  plan  for 
the  improvement  might  ultimately  be  adopted,  the  eonstme- 
tion  of  one  has  been  directed,  and  will  be  ready  §i»x  use  by 
the  spring.  This  machine  will  also  be  used  at  the  dkaojiel 
between  Uie  two  Heroes;  that  is,  but  one  is  to  be  ecMutnsct- 
ed  for  both  places.  Its  operation  at  White  Hall  will  be  to 
deepen  and  widen  the  present  channel  of  tiie  harbor.  But 
one  of  the  greatest  difficulties  experienced  at  thishsLrbcr  is  a 
want  of  apace.  It  is  not  sufficiently  large  for  its  oommerrc, 
and  the  improvement  most  desired  is  an  enlargement  c»f  the 
present  harbor.  The  best  plan  which  has  been  preaented 
for  this  object  is  to  cut  sn  additional  passage  through  the 
flat  lands,  on  the  side  opposite  the  present  site  of  Uie  towp. 
Should  this  be  adopted,  it  will  require  an  additional  appro- 
priation of  $22,000. 

88.  The  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Bladt  river,  Jef- 
ferson county.  State  of  New  York.— As  there  w«»  neither 
regular  survey  of  this  harbor,  or  plan  for  its  improTeinrDt, 
the  first  action  under  the  appropriation  has  been  to  bav?  » 
survey  made  and  a  plan  and  estimate  for  the  impv^vesaeet; 
but  being  without  any  officer  for  the  duty,  and  it  being  vciy 
difficult  to  obtain  a  civil  agent  suitably  qualified,  it  was  eel 
till  8th  September  that  orders  for  the  duty  could  be 
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The  survey  has  been  made  and  the  estimate  for  the  im- 
provement amounts  to  ^26,998  71;  the  appropriation  was 
for  |5,00O,  leaving  a  deficiency  to  be  supplied  amounting 
to  $21,998  77. 

39.  The  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  the  moulh  of  Sal- 
mon river.  Lake  Ontario,  State  of  New  York. — ^The  oper- 
ations for  this  work  have  as  yet  been  limited  to  the  collect- 
ing of  materials,  and  to  the  constructing  of  the  requisite 
machinery. 

Five  thousand  dollars  was  appropriated  for  thb  improve- 
ment. I  am  not  aware  by  whom  the  estimate  was  made, 
and  although  the  plan  appears  to  have  been  obtained  from 
the  War  Department,  yet  no  survey,  plan,  estimate,  or  re- 
port, was  ever  made  under  its  direction.  But  being  well 
satisfied  that  the  appropriation  was  entirely  inadequate  to 
the  object,  and  that  the  plan  which  appears  to  have  been 
under  the  consideration  of  the  committee  was  not  the  moat 
judicious  or  the  most  economical,  an  oflker  of  much  intelli- 
gence and  much  experience  in  these  kinds  of  improvements 
was  directed  to  repair  to  the  locality,  and  after  a  careful 
personal  examination,  to  revise  both  the  plan  and  estimate. 
His  examination  has  resulted  in  a  modification  of  the  plan, 
and  in  an  estimate  amounting  to  $72,081.  The  improve- 
ment is  hig^y  important  to  the  navigation  of  that  lake. 

40.  The  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  Cat- 
taraugus creek.  Lake  Erie,  State  of  New  York.— The  work 
has  been  commenced  and  materials  for  its  continuation  du- 
ring the  next  season  are  being  collected. 

The  amount  estimated  for  the  whole  worit  is  $102,000; 
the  appropriation  was  for  $16,000,  leaving  a  balance  to  be 
provided  for  of  $87,000. 

41.  The  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Portland,  Lake 
E  rie,  State  of  New  YoriL.  — ^l*he  woric  has  been  commenced, 
and  materials  are  being  collected  for  its  continuation. 

The  estimate  for  completing  this  work  amounts  to 
$60,000;  the  appropriation  was  for  $10,000,  leaving  a  bal- 
ance to  be  provided  of  $60,000. 

dhould  it  be  found  necessary  hereafter  to  add  an  eastern 
breakwater  for  the  more  complete  security  of  the  harbor,  it 
will  require  an  additional  appropriation  of  $28,600. 

42.  The  constructing  of  two  piers  and  the  improving  of 
the  harbor  of  Vermilion,  Huron  county,  Lake  Erie,  State 
of  Ohio. — A  suitable  agent  for  this  work  could  not  be  ob- 
tained before  the  4th  day  of  August ;  he  was  immediately 
ordered  there,  has  commenced  Uie  work,  and  is  collecting 
materials  for  its  continuation. 

The  origtiial  estimate  was  made  in  1832,  and  is  aflected 
by  the  late  general  increase  in  the  prices  of  materials  and 
labor.  The  plan  is  also  somewhat  modified,  the  piers  be- 
ing  made  larger  than  at  first  contemplated,  experience  hav- 
ing  proved  that  the  smaller  pier,  being  insufficient  to  with- 
stand the  shock  from  the  surf  of  the  lake,  was  soon  de- 
stroyed. 

The  estimate  for  the  work  amounts  to  $61,663;  the 
appropriation  was  for  $10,000,  leaving  a  deficiency  to  be 
provided  of  $61,663. 

43.  The  constructing  of  a  pier  or  breakwater  at  the  mouth 
of  the  St.  Joseph's,  Michigan. — Later  surveys,  and  a  more 
elaborate  investigation  have  occasioned  a  modification  in 
the  plan  at  first  proposed,  but  not  involving  any  increase  of 
cost.  The  estimate  made  upon  prices  of  September,  1836, 
amounts  to  $67,669;  the  appropriation  was  for  $20,000, 
leaving  a  deficiency  to  be  provided  of  $47,669.  The  least 
amount  estimated  for  the  next  year  is  $44,617. 

44.  The  constructing  a  breakwater  and  harbor  at  Michi- 
gan city.  State  of  Illinois. — In  this,  as  well  as  in  No.  42, 
the  requisite  machinery  is  being  made,  and  arrangements 
have  been  entered  into  for  the  delivery  of  materials  prepar- 
atory to  the  active  operation  anticipated  for  the  next  season. 

The  original  estimate  for  this  work  has  likewise  felt  the 
effect  of  the  increased  value  of  materials  and  labor.  It  was 
made  in  February,  1836,  and  amounted  to  $84,240;  the 


revised  estimate  upon  prices  of  September,  1836,  amounts 
to  $95,609;  the  appropriation  for  the  last  year  was  for 
$20,000;  and  the  least  amount  which  will  be  required  for 
the  next  year  is  estimated  at  $68,217. 

Statement  E  is  a  connected  exhibit  of  the  estimates  fur 
the  various  harbor  improvements  under  the  direction  of  this 
bureau,  and  herein  referred  to. 

46.  In  conclusion,  allow  me  again  to  call  your  attention 
to  the  organization  and  increase  of  the  corps  of  topographi- 
cal engineers. 

The  subject  has  so  frequently  been  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the  Department  and  of  Congress,  and  explanations  of  its 
advantage  and  necessity  are  stated  in  so  much  detail  in. 
communications  from  this  bureau,  as  well  as  in  a  report 
from  the  Military  Committee  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, that  they  leave  nothing  further  to  be  said,  or  only  in 
addition  to  refer  to  the  facts  detailed  in  this  report,  which 
prove  the  utter  inability  of  the  bureau  to  execute  the  duties 
assigned  to  it  under  the  various  laws  of  Congress  without 
fur^r  aid.  It  may  also  be  well  to  add,  that  the  aid  here- 
tofore received  from  the  army  is  now  no  longer  to  be  ob- 
tained. 

The  extreme  inconvenience  to  which  the  army  has  been 
exposed  from  the  system  of  military  details  for  duties  out 
of  the  Kne,  not  only  during  the  Indian  disturbances  on  our 
firontier,  but  for  years  before— a  system,  the  parent  of  ex- 
travagance, confusion,  and  discontent,  and  which,  even  in 
its  partial  action,  has  (as  events  have  proved)  to  be  aban- 
doned on'  every  slight  emergency — has  induced  the  Presi« 
dent  to  check  it  by  a  positive  limitation  of  the  number  which 
can  in  any  event  be  detailed  for  detached  duty. 

Under  the  foregoing  circumstances  it  will  be  seen  that 
there  is  no  remedy  but  in  a  better  organization  of  the  corps. 

In  relation  to  that  organization,  I  will  merely  submit  a 
copy  of  the  bill  which  met  with  the  approbation  of  Con- 
gress in  its  last  session,  having  |iassed  the  Senate  twice, 
and  having  been  three  times  reported  to  the  House,  and 
passed  through  a  second  reading  there — once  as  a  bill  from 
its  own  Military  Committee,  and  twice  in  bills  from  the 
Senate. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  J.  ABERT, 
Lieut*  Col.  Top.  Eng. 

A  bill  for  the  better  organization  of  the  corps  of  Topograph- 
ical Engineers. 

Sec.  1 .  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Hoi$se  of  Rep- 
resenteUives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled.  That  the  corps  of  topographical  engineers  shall 
be  organized  and  increased  by  regular  promotions  in  the 
same,  so  that  the  said  corps  shall  consist  of  one  colonel,  one 
lieutenant  colonel,  four  majors,  ten  captains,  ten  first  lieu- 
tenants, and  ten  second  lieutenants. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  vacancies  cre- 
ated by  said  organization,  over  and  above  those  which  can 
be  filled  by  the  present  corps,  shall  be  taken  from  the  army, 
and  from  such  as  it  may  be  deemed  advisable  of  the  civil 
engineers  employed  under  the  act  of  the  SOth  April,  1824; 
aiMi  that  the  pay  and  emoluments  to  the  officers  of  the  said 
corps  shall  be  the  same  as  are  allowed  to  oflticers  of  simila 
rank  in  the  cavalry  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  authority 
to  employ  civil  engineers  in  the  act  of  the  SOth  April,  1824, 
and  the  authority  by  law  for  the  present  corps  of  topograph- 
ical engineers  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed,  after 
the  passage  of  this  act,  and  that  all  letters  and  packages  on 
public  business  to  and  from  the  chief  of  the  corps  now  au- 
thorized, be  free  from  postage. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  oflicers  of 
said  corps  shall  be  subject  to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war, 
and  to  such  regulations  in  relation  to  their  duties,  as  the 
President  may  think  proper  to  adopt. 
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REPORT  FROM  THE  ORDNANCE  DEPART- 
MENT. 

Ohdhaitci  Dbpartxikt, 
Washington,  November  13,  1836. 
Sm:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  9th  of  September 
last,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  report  of  the  general 
result  of  the  proceedings  and  operationa  of  this  department 
between  the  Ist  October,  1835,  and  the  30th  September, 
1836. 

The  papers  marked  A  and  B  present  a  general  view  of 
these  concerns  during  the  iasUmentioned  period,  as  well  in 
regard  to  the  amounts  of  expenditures  under  the  several 
heads  of  appropriations,  as  in  reference  to  their  objects  and 
to  the  various  ordnance  stations  where  they  have  been 
made. 

The  first  of  these  (A)  shows  the  whole  amount  of  funds 
remitted  from  the  Treasury  to  disbursing  officers  and  con- 
tractors in  thb  department  during  the  year  1836,  to  have 

been $934,588  73 

That  the  portion  of  that  sum  which  was  ex- 
pended and  accounted  for  during  the  same 
period  amounted  to        -  -  -     840,550  69 

And  that,  at  the  close  of  the  year,  there  re- 
mained unexpended,  and  in  the  hands  of 
disbursing  officers,  the  sum  of    -  -       94,038  04 

Statement  B  exhibits  the  total  amount  of  funds  remain- 
ing in  the  hands  of  disbursing  officers  at  the  close  of  the 
year  1835,  and  which  have  been  remitted  to  them  and  to 
contractors  during  the  first,  second,  and  third  quarters  of 
the  year  1886.     This  amount  will  be  seen  to  have  been — 

$U053,3:I4  67 
And  the  portion  of  this  sum  expended,  and 

for  which  accounts  have  been  rendered, 

during  the  same  period,  will  be  seen  in 

the  same  statement  to  have  amounted  to  857,570  45 
The  unexpended  balance  exhibited  in  the 

same  statement  as  being  in  the  hands  of 

the  disbursing  officers  at  the  dose  of  the 

third  quarter  of  1835  having  been  -     195,754  22 

Statement  C  presents  a  view  of  the  general  result  of  the 
operations  at  the  several  arfienals  and  armories  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  the  manufacture,  repair,  and  purchase  of  the 
principal  articles  of  ordnance,  ordnance  stores,  and  building 
materials.  It  exhibits  the  result  of  these  operations  to  the 
extent  to  which  they  have  been  completed  during  the  year 
between  the  1st  October,  1835,  and  30th  September,  1636, 
indicating,  among  other  articles  of  ordnance  and  oidnance 
stores  which  have  been  fabricated  or  procured,  the  follow  • 
ing,  viz:  Of  artillery,  33  42-pounder,  57  82-pounder,  50 
24-pounder,  and  77  6-pounder  iron  cannon;  1 10  32-pound- 
er  casemate  carriages,  86  32-pounder  casemate  chassis,  21 
84-pounder  casemate  carriages,  55  24-pounder  casemate 
chassis,  37  32-pounder  barbette  carriages,  123  24-pottnder 
barbette  carriages,  92  field-carriages,  68  caissons,  and  three 
travelling  forges. 

Of  small-arms  manufactured  and  procured,  viz:  22,650 
muskets  complete,  8,039  Hall's  rifles,  made  at  the  national 
armories;  and  at  the  private  factories,  8,600  muskets  com- 
plete, 701  Haifa  rifles,  301  carbines,  801  artillery  swords, 
and  3,260  cavalry  sabres. 

Of  accoutrements  for  small-arms,  20,16S8et8  for  infant- 
ry, 7,100  sets  rifle  accoutrements,  1,607  sets  for  cavalry, 
and  2,699  sabre  belts. 

Statement  D  shows  the  extent  of  the  operations  during 
the  year  between  the  1st  of  October,  1835,  and  the  30th  of 
September,  1836,  which  have  occurred  in  procuring  ord- 
nance and  ordnance  stores  under  the  act  of  1808,  for  arm- 
ing and  equipping  the  militia  of  the  Stales  and  T^tories. 
This  statement  presents  also  a  view  of  the  expenditures 


under  the  act  which  have  resulted  during  Ibe  same  period 
in  procuring  the  stores,  amounting,  fin*  all  objects,  to 
$221,813  38.  It  exhibits,  among  other  articles  of  ord- 
nance stores  procured,  2  12-pounder  brass  howitzeis,  with 
their  carriages  and  equipments  comfdete;  77  6-pouDder  iron 
cannon;  51  6-pounder  field  and  31  24-pounder  howitzer 
carriages  and  equipments  complete;  67  caisaons^  8,900 
muskets,  701  Hall's  riflea,  301  caibmee,  801  arttileiy 
swords,  3,260  cavalry  sabres,  and  4,250  sets  of  infrntry, 
rifle,  and  cavalry  accoutrements. 

Statement  E  exhibits  the  amount  of  ordnance  and  ord- 
nance stores  which  have  been  apportioned  for  the  year  1835 
to  the  several  States  and  Territories,  under  the  met  of  1808, 
for  arming  and  etiuipping  the  militia;  this  af^poitionmeni 
being  founded  on  the  recent  returns  of  the  strt»gtli  of  the 
militia,  as  made  by  the  Adjutant  Generals  of  the  ouEtia  of 
the  several  States  to  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  aimy. 

Statement  F  shows  the  several  articles  of  ordjianoe  and 
ordnance  stores  which  have  been  distributed  to  the  raiHtia 
of  the  States  and  Territories  during  tiie  year  between  the 
Ist  of  October,  1835,  and  the  30th  of  September,  1836. 

Statement  G  presents  a  .view  of  the  munitiona  of  war  is- 
sued by  this  department  during  the  year  betwem  the  let  of 
October,  1835,  and  the  30th  of  September,  1886,  to  the 
army.  In  thb  it  will  appear  that  158  32-pouiider,  153 
24-pounder,  and  35  6 -pounder  iron  cannon;  8  4-pounder 
brass  cannon;  2  24-pounder  brass  howitzers;  86  SsCpound- 
er  and  10  24-pounder  casemate  carriages;  26  82-paunidcT, 
and  102  24-pounder  barbette  carriages;  1  12-poitiider  and 
35  6-ponnder  carriages;  10  24-pounder  howitaer  carriafee; 
8  caissons;  21,279  muE^ets;  3,281  rifles;  380  pistols;  303 
cavalry  sabres;  19,906  sets  infantiy  and  1,803  aela  of  rifle 
accoutrements,  are  among  the  principal  artidea  iasued. 

Statement  H  exhibits  the  amount  of  lead  made  at  the 
United  States  lead  mines  from  the  year  1821,  when  their 
superintendence  was  transferred  from  the  Treasury  to  the 
War  Department,  to  v30th  of  September,  1835,  and  the 
amount  accruing  to  the  United  States  for  rents  fixr  that  pe- 
riod, viz: 
Total  amount  of  lead  made  firom  1821  to 

30tii  September,  1835  -  75,671,609  Ib«. 

Total  amount  of  rent  lead  accruing  for  the 

above  period  -  -  -  5,909,916  do. 

Amount  of  rent  lead  due  the  United  States 

and  yet  to  be  collected,  as  far  as  returns 

have  been  made  to  the  superintendent    -    408,813  da 

No  returns  of  lead  have  been  made  to  the  superinlend- 
ent  during  the  year  ending  80th  September,  1836. 

In  the  annual  communication  from  this  to  the  War  De- 
partment, dated  20th  November,  1836,  the  diflkal^  which 
existed  respecting  the  collection  of  rents  was  paxlicalaih 
stated. 

A  considerable  number  of  the  persons  engaged  in  smelt- 
ing under  licenses  obtained  for  that  purpose  from  the  Gov- 
ernment, had  refused  to  make  returns  of  the  lead  made  by 
them,  or  to  pay  their  stipulated  rents.  The  definquoicy 
has  since  become  general.  The  smelters  oontoid  that  die 
act  of  March  3,  1807,  « contains  no  authority  for  c^iQect- 
ing  rent  lead,  under  a  license  fi>r  ameftmg  lead  ore;  and 
that  any  law  authorixing  the  learing  of  purac  knda,  with- 
in the  limits  of  a  State,  is  unconstitutional.'* 

Suits  have  been  ordered  against  several  of  the  detiu- 
quents,  to  test  the  validity  of  the  foregoing  objectiona;  the 
result  of  which  is  not  yet  known  at  this  department. 

The  licenses  for  smelting  will  airshortiy  expire,  and  no 
more  will  be  issued,  unless  the  most  confident  aasmance  be 
given  that  no  further  objections  vrill  be  made  to  a  oomf^ 
ance  with  the  conditions  of  the  license  bonds. 

From  tile  great  extent  of  the  mineral  lands,  and  the  c«i- 
flicting  interests  which  have  arisen  between  tiie  porchaeeTs 
and  occupants,  as  well  as  the  probability  titat  tiie  United 
States  may  derive  no  benefit,  for  a  long  time,  by  a  oontin- 
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uance  of  the  present  system,  the  expediency  of  selling  the 
minenil  lands  in  that  region  is  forcibly  presented. 

9uch  a  measure  has  been  repeatedly  urged  by  this  de- 
partment,  and  is  again  recommended  as  the  most  effectual 
mode  of  reconciling  all  difficulties  and  securing  the  interests 
of  the  United  States  in  that  quarter. 

Diligent  and  strenuous  efforts  have  been  made  to  accom- 
plish die  various  objects  set  forth  in  the  laws  of  appropria- 
tion, passed  during  the  last  session  of  Congress,  for  the 
service  of  this  department;  but,  for  want  of  officers  to  jiid 
in  conducting  its  operations,  the  works  at  Liberty,  Missou> 
ri;  Memphii^  Tennessee;  Little  Rock,  Arkansas;  Baton 
Rouge,  Louisiana;  Fayetteville,  North  Carolina;  Charles- 
ton, South  Carolina;  &e  magazine  at  the  arsenal  in  Wash- 
ington dty;  and  the  erection  of  the  shot-furnaces  along  the 
sejcoast,  have  all  been  unavoidably  delayed,  and  some  of 
them  flospended.  A  like  inconvenience  has  been  felt  at 
the  principal  arsenals  of  Watervliet,  Pittsburg,  Washing- 
ton dty,  and  Watertown,  where  extensive  operations  are 
progressing,  and  unavoidaUy  impeded  by  the  want  of  the 
necessary  and  usual  assistance  of  officers.  The  depart- 
ments for  the  inspection  of  cannon  and  small-arms  and  ac- 
coQtrements  are  subject  to  the  same  inconvenience;  the  for- 
mer being  entirely  suspended,  and  the  latter  progressing 
with  difficulty,  for  the  want  of  additional  force. 

There  is  another  and  very  serious  inconvenience,  which 
extends  to  every  post  of  the  department  where  there  is  but 
one  officer;  and  more  einedally  to  those  commanded  by  the 
chiefs  of  inspections.  These  officers,  with  other  command- 
ers of  posts  who  are  imaided  by  assistant  officers,  are  fre- 
quently and  unavoidably  absent  on  business  connected  with 
the  posts,  or  the  inspection  of  cannon  or  small -arms;  and 
daring  these  absences  are  obliged  to  leave  thdr  posts  some- 
times for  many  daysvrithout  an  officer,  and  in  charge  of  ir- 
responsible persons,  wholly  unacquainted  widi  the  various 
paints  (many  of  them  matters  of  military  sdence)  connected 
with  the  business  of  the  posts,  and  which  require  daily  and 
houriy  decision.  Sgeh  inexperienced  persons,  from  want 
of  the  proper  authority  under  the  laws  and  regulations,  are, 
in  many  cases,  wholly  incapable  of  acting;  and  where  thdr 
delegated  authority  from  the  officer  is  sufficient,  they  must 
either  dedde  as  the  cases  arise,  and  most  probably  erro- 
neonslj,  or  postpone  action  to  the  arrival  of  an  officer;  and 
in  this  manner  the  public  budness  is  either  encumbered 
^th  inconvenient  and  expenmve  delays,  or  perhaps  with  the 
still  greater  expense  of  a  wrong  decidon,  which  cannot  be 
remedied. 

It  cannot  be  disguised  that,  unless  the  service  of  this  de- 
partment be  relieved  by  the  proper  authority  from  these  dls- 
sbdvantages,  its  immense  materiel  of  war  and  extensive 
buildings  and  madunery  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  are  lia- 
ble to  sustdn  the  most  serious  losses,  from  fire,  defective 
preservation,  and  other  causes,  while  its  system  of  service 
may  be  deranged  by  irregularity  in  the  current  business  of 
the  arsenals,  and  by  complexity  and  confusion  in  its  bud- 
xieas  tnmsaetions  with  the  diief  of  the  department. 

I  had  the  honor  to  submit  for  your  decidon  on  the  28th 
ultimoy  a  communication  from  the  lieutenant  colonel  of 
ordnance,  inspector  of  armories  and  arsenals,  urging  the 
difficulty  of  his  proceeding  with  the  inspections  in  his  de- 
partment, with  me  present  inadequate  allowance  of  trans- 
portation, and  requesting  to  be  relieved  from  the  more  dis- 
tant inspections,  in  consequence  of  the  heavy  expenses  in 
-^hich  they  involve  him.  It  is  proper  here  to  remark,  that 
ttie  same  complaints  have  been  repeatedly  made  by  the  other 
officers  employed  in  the  inspections  of  this  department. 

I  have  tile  honor  to  be,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient 
9eTvant, 

G.  BOMPORD, 

Col.  of  Ordnance. 
Hon*  B.  P.  BxTTLXB, 

Secretary  of  War  a4  interim. 


REPORT  PROM   THE    OFFICE  OP  INDIAN  AF- 
FAIRS. 

WaH    DsFABTMBirT, 

Office  of  Indian  Affairs,  December  1,  1836. 
8ik:  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you,  in  compliance 
with  the  direction  of  the  Department  of  the  9th  of  Septem- 
ber, the  following  report* 

1 .  **  Of  the  amount  of  funds  remitted,  and  of  those  for 
which  accounts  have  Seen  rendered  for  settlement  by  the 
disbursing  officers,  during  the  three  first  quarters  of  the 
present  year." 

This  inrormation  is  imbodied  in  the  accompanying 'state- 
ment marked  A.  It  is  necessarily  incomplete.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  causes  that  usually  prevent  the  transmission  of 
accounts  within  the  period  required  by  law,  the  state  of  the 
military  branch  of  the  service  has  been  such  during  the  past 
year,  as  to  call  disbursing  officers  from  the  stations  at  which 
the  expenditures  were  to  be  made,  and  in  other  instances, 
to  render  frequent  changes  of  them  necessary. 

2.  '<  Of  the  number  of  Indians  removed  since  the  date  of 
the  last  report  of  the  Commissary  General  of  Subsist^ 
ence,  the  number  who  liave  entered  into  treaty  stipula- 
tions to  remove,  and  the  general  circumstances  connect- 
ed with  the  emigration  and  settlement  of  the  Indians.'^ 
Thb  branch  of  the  Indian  budness  havug  been  trans- 
ferred fit>m  the  Commissary  General  of  Subdstence  to  this 
office  by  your  direction,  the  information  respecting  it  prop- 
erly makes  a  part  ef  this  communication.     Respeciftilly 
referring  you  to  the  appended  tabular  statement,  marked  B, 
I  proceed  to  submit  a  general  view  of  the  operations  of  the 
past  year.     This  will  be  disconnected,  as  fer  as  practica- 
ble, from  the  military  movements^  the  report  of  which  will 
more  appropriately  be  made  from  another  bureau. 

The  message  of  the  Preddent  of  the  0th  of  February, 
1 886,  transmitting  a  report  from  this  department,  in  an- 
swer to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  8d  of  February, 
respecting  the  causes  of  the  hostilities  in  Florida,  and  the 
measures  taken  to  suppress  them,  communicated  a  succinct 
narrative  of  the  events  in  that  quarter  up  to  that  date. 
Prom  that  time  the  removal  of  the  Seminole  Indians  was 
committed  to  the  military  authorities,  as  a  military  meas- 
ure, and  its  completion  depends  upon  the  success  of  the 
military  movements.  The  friendly  Indians  who,  as  stated 
in  that  report,  had  (led  to  Tampa  bay  for  protection, 
amotmted  to  about  450  in  number.  WhHe  preparations 
were  making  for  thdr  removal,  they  gave  tiie  most  con- 
vindng  proofs  of  their  fidelity  and  attachment  to  the  United 
States.  It  is  represented  by  Lieutenant  Harris,  in  a  com- 
munication dated  February  16, 1836,  that,  upon  their  learn- 
ing that  the  foe  was  in  force  in  the  neighborhood,  commit- 
ting depredations^  "of  thdr  own  accord  they  lAllied  out 
from  their  camp,  with  a  few  dtizen  settiers,  and  maintdn- 
ed  an  obstinate  combat  with  the  enemy  for  several  hours; 
retreating  only  before  vastiy  superior  numbers,  and  gaining 
the  fort  not  until  night  was  setting  in."  On  another  occa- 
sion, when  General  Ohiines  was  ready  to  take  the  field, 
'*  they  urged  diat  they  might  be  permitted  to  go  out  also, 
and  were  permitted  to  do  so,  after  having  been  repeatedly 
told  that  this  proof  of  their  friendship  was  not  required  of 
them.*'  These  warriors,  to  the  number  of  08,  were  absent 
on  this  expedition  until  the  beginning  of  April.  On  the 
1 0th  of  that  month  the  whole  party  was  mustered,  pre- 
paratory to  their  going  on  board  the  transports,  and  their 
number  was  ascertained  to  be  407,  which  was  reduced  by 
deaths  to  382.  These  arrived  at  LitUe  Rock  on  the  5th  of 
May,  and  settled  upon  the  reservation  provided  for  them  in 
the  treaty  of  the  88th  of  March,  1833. 

The  removal  of  those  now  in  Florida,  has  been  intrust- 
ed to  Generd  Jesup,  under  instructions  dmilar  to  those 
given  for  the  removal  of  the  hostile  Creeks. 

By  the  terms  of  the  treaty  with  the  Seminoles  of  May  9, 
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1832,  the  annuity  gruited  in  1823  will  be  increased  to 
$7,000,  which  is  to  be  added  to  the  annuities  of  the  Creeks, 
amoonting  to  $36,900,  and  the  aggregate  sum  is  to  be  so 
divided  that  thoy  will  receive  their  equitable  proportion  as 
members  of  the  Creek  confederation.  Under  the  authority 
given  to  the  President  in  the  4th  section  of  the  act  of  July 
2,  1636,  <'  making  further  appropriations  to  carry  into 
effect  certain  Indian  treaties,"  the  whole  of  the  annuity  for 
this  year  has  been  paid  to  these  emigrants.  And  to  re- 
move all  doubt,  I  would  suggest  that  this  authority  be  ex- 
tended, by  legislative  enactment,  to  the  payment  of  the  sum 
of  $15,400,  which,  it  is  stipulated  in  the  2d  article  of  the 
treaty  of  1832,  « shall  be  divided  among  the  chiefe  and 
warriors  of  the  several  towns,  on  account  of  their  abandon- 
ed improvements,  in  a  ratio  proportioned  to  their  population; 
the  respective  proportions  of  each  to  be  paid  upon  their  ar- 
rival in  the  country  they  consent  to  remove  to."  In  addi- 
tion to  the  considerations,  that  they  have  been  unwavering 
in  their  faith,  and  have  periled  their  lives  for  the  defence  of 
our  country,  a  strong  reason  is  presented  for  the  course 
suggested,  in  the  fact  that  they  have  sustained  the  loss  of 
their  ponies,  cattle,  hogs,  and  provisions,  amounting,  ac- 
cording to  the  estimate  of  the  disbursing  agent  to  $3,000. 
They  would  then  be  relieved  from  their  present  state  of 
want,  and  being  furnished  with  suitable  means,  might  in- 
crease their  knowledge  of  agriculture,  for  which  some  of 
them  have  shown  an  inclination,  and  gradually  acquire  the 
power  of  maintaining  themselves. 

The  removal  of  the  Creek  Indians,  like  that  of  the  Semi- 
noles,  was  made  a  military  operation,  on  the  commission 
by  them  of  hostile  acts.  The  causes  of  these,  and  the  meas- 
ures adopted  to  repress  and  prevent  them,  as  fiir  as  they 
were  then  ascertained,  were  communicated  to  Congress  in 
the  answer  from  this  department  to  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  3d  of  June,  1836.     The 
operations  of  the  army  since  that  time  have  effected  the  sub- 
jugation of  the  Creeks.  Under  a  contract,  a  copy  of  which 
is  submitted,  marked  C,  all  of  them  have  been  removed, 
with  the  exception  of  the  families  of  a  band  of  700  warriors, 
who  have  been  mustered  into  service,  to  act  in  concert  with 
the  troops  of  the  United  States  in  Florida  against  the  Semi- 
noles.     The  first  party  that  was  removed,  consisting  of 
2,300,  encamped  on  the  Verdigris  on  the  7th  of  Septem- 
ber.    Their  approach  was  viewed  by  the  resident  Creeks 
with  jealousy  and  distrust,  and  the  commanding  officer  at 
Fort  Gibson,  thinking  it  probable  that  serious  difficulties 
might  take  place  in  consequence,  if  not  prevented  by  the 
presence  of  a  suitable  military  force,  made  a  requisition  upon 
the  Grovemor  of  Arkansas  for  ten  companies  of  volunteers. 
This  unfriendly  feeling  was  ascribed  by  the  acting  superin- 
tendent of  the  Western  territory  to  an  apprehension,  on  the 
part  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Western  Creeks,  that  they  might 
be  superseded,  or  their  authority  be  abridged.    They  alle- 
ged, that  having,  after  encountering  privations  and  dangers, 
established  themselves  in  comfort,  and  framed  a  system  of 
government  and  laws  for  themselves,  their  situation  ought 
not  to  be  rendered  worse  by  the  coming  in  among  them  of 
those  who,  by  their  hostile  acts,  had  reduced  themselves  to 
beggary  and  want.     At  a  council  held  at  Fort  Gibson,  at 
which  the  commanding  officer  and  the  acting  superintend- 
ent were  present,  these  views  were  freely  expressed;  and  in 
behalf  of  the  Western  Creeks,  it  was  added,  by  direction  of 
Roley  Mcintosh,  <<  that  they  were  willing  to  meet  the  new 
emigrants  as  friends,  provided  they  would  submit  to  the 
laws  now  in  force. '*    To  this  proposition  Ne  a-Mathla,  the 
principal  chief  of  the  other  party,  replied,  <*  that  the  laws 
they  (the  Western  Creeks)  had  passed,  were  made  for  their 
good,  and  as  they  had  prospered  under  them,  they  (the 
emigrants)  were  willing  to  unite  under  them,  and  try  to 
live  together  peaceably."    It  is  the  impression  of  the  act- 
ing superintendent,  that  if  a  similar  policy  be  pursued  by 
the  chief  Mcintosh  towards  other  emigrating  parties  as  they 


arrive,  no  hostilities  or  difficulties  are  to  be  appr^kended. 
Whether  this  impression  be  correct  will  be  soon  known,  as 
advices  have  been  received  of  the  arrival  at  Fort  Gibson  of 
another  band,  amounting  to  165  in  number,  of  a  thin], 
amounting  to  1,300,  at  Little  Rock,  and  of  the  remaining 
parties  at  Memphis.  It  is  certainly  to  be  desired  tfaatpeioe 
among  these  people  should  be  preserved.  A  diiferent  itite 
of  things  would  subvert  the  present  prosperity  of  the  Kein- 
tosh  party,  effectually  preclude  the  improvement  of  thi 
other,  and  put  in  peril  the  lives  of  all.  With  their  Urge 
annuity,  amounting  to  $36,000,  with  liberal  provision  for 
education  and  agricultural  assistance,  the  opportunity  ad 
the  means  for  advancement  are  theirs,  and  nothing  but  on* 
friendly  relations  among  themselves  can  prevent  duii 
onward  progress. 

The  number  of  Cherokees  residing  in  the  States  of  Geor- 
gia, North  Carolina,  Alabama,  and  Tennessee,  according 
to  the  census  taken  in  1835,  was  .16,642.  For  the  lemo- ' 
val  of  these,  as  stipulated  in  the  treaty  of  December  S9, 
1835,  a  superintendent  of  emigration  and  assistant  con- 
ductors and  agents  have  been  appointed;  but  active  opera- 
tions have  been  delayed  for  Uie  execution  of  other  prorii- 
ions  of  that  treaty,  the  measures  taken  in  regard  to  vbid 
are  stated  in  anotiior  part  of  this  report. 

The  sum  of  $40,000  was  appropriated  at  the  last  aesnoo 
of  Congress  «  to  defiray  the  expense  of  removing  the  VTin- 
nebago  Indians,  who  reside  south  of  the  Wisconsin,  to  the 
<  Neutral  ground,'  or  such  other  place  as  may  be  aaigned 
by  treaty."  The  «« Neutral  ground"  as  a  tract  of  country  oa 
the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi,  a  part  of  which  was  grantei 
to  the  Winnebagoesby'the  second  article  of  the  treaty  witb 
them  of  September  16,  1832.  The  Sioux  Indians,  rendiog 
upon  the  borders  of  this  tract,  asserted  that,  by  the  terms  of 
the  treaty  of  July  16,  1830,  with  themselves  and  other  In- 
dians, as  explained  to  them  by  one  of  the  oommiaaioneni 
it  was  to  be  held  in  trust  for  each  of  the  tribes  parties  to  tbit 
treaty,  and  could  not,  therefore,  be  gpnnted  to  another.  Bat 
the  right  to  make  such  disposition  of  it  was  dearly  given  in 
the  first  article  of  the  treaty,  which  authorized  the  Preadeot 
to  locate  upon  it  any  other  tribe,  **  for  honting  andotber 
purposes."  If  any  declaration  of  a  contrary  import  m 
made  to  the  Indians,  it  was  never  communicated  by  ^ 
commissioners  to  this  department.  The  opposition  of  tbe 
Sioux,  which  they  signified  by  prohibiting  the  entry  of  tb« 
Winnebagoes  upon  it,  although  unfounded,  excited  the  sp- 
prehensions  of  the  latter,  and  they  have  hithertobeen  reluctant 
to  remove  to  this  trac^  notwithstanding  its  great  fertiii? 
and  value.  It  was  for  these  reasons,  it  is  presumed,  ^ 
the  clause  in  the  appropriation  act  was  so  framed  as  to  ac- 
thorize  an  expenditure  for  their  removal  to  this  land,  or  ^ 
the  country  south  of  the  Missouri.  The  duty  of  w^' 
ting  with  them  to  effect  the  latter  object,  and  of  directing  the 
arrangements  for  their  emig^tion,  should  it  not  be  accoo- 
plished,  has  been  committed  to  the  Govemor  of  the  Wificoa* 
sin  Territory,  from  whom  no  report  has  been  receifed.  >' 
is  understood,  however,  that  his  efforts  have  been  ons»^ 
cessful. 

General  Jesup  was  instructed,  on  the  20th  of  July,  1^^' 
to  select  an  officer  to  conduct  the  removal  of  the  Chocti*^ 
remaining  in  Mississippi,  for  which  sua  appropriation  ^ 
made  at  the  last  session  of  $30,000,  which,  with  a  baUn^ 
of  a  former  appropriation  of  $26,800,  made  a  fund  app^'^ 
ble  to  this  object  of  $56,800.  When  it  is  accomplJM 
the  whole  number  of  the  Choctaws  west  of  the  Missi^^i^'* 
will  be  18,300. 

This  large  augmentation  of  their  numbers,  and  the  ova 
sequent  changes  in  their  condition  and  circurostaoce«,  ^ 
pear  to  me  to  give  new  importance  to  the  establishincnt  of  i 
government  for  the  Indian  tribes  west  of  the  Mi^*^' 
river.  I  beg  leave,  therefore,  to  invite  your  attention  ti>  * 
narration  of  former  proceedings  in  relation  to  this  object- 

The  act  of  Congress  of  May  28th,  1830,  prorided  tor  i^ 
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exchange  of  lands  with  the  Indians  reaidiag  in  any  of  the 
States  or  Territories  east  of  the  Mississippii  and  for  their 
removal  beyond  that  river.  It  authoris»i  the  President 
«  solemnly  to  assure  the  tribe  or  nation  with  which  the  ex- 
change is  made,  that  the  United  States  will  forever  secure 
and  guaranty  to  them,  their  hein  or  sucoessors,  the  country 
so  exchanged  with  them."  It  further  authorized  him  "  to 
cause  such  tribe  or  nation  to  be  protected  at  their  new  resi- 
dence, against  all  interruption  or  disturbance  from  any  other 
tribe  or  nation  of  Indians,  or  from  any  other  person  or  per- 
sons whatever."  It  also  empowered  him  to  exerdse  over 
them  "  the  same  superintendence  and  care"  that  he  had 
extended  to  them  before  their  removal. 

Anterior  to  the  passage  of  this  act,  which  devolved  upon 
the  Executive  these  high  duties  to  the  Indian  tribes,  the 
necessity  of  some  form  of  government  had  been  distinctly 
recogniied.     Stipulations  were  made  in  treaties  with  the 
Cherokees  and  Choctaws,  for  their  removal  and  settlement 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  in  1817  and  1820.     In  1824,  Mr. 
Monroe,  in  his  message  at  the  opening  of  the  session, 
pointed  to  the  vast  extent  of  country  <*  between  the  limits  of 
oar  present  States  and  Territories,  and  the  Rocky  moun- 
tains and  Mexico,"  as  a  region  to  which  the  Indians  «  might 
be  invited,  with  inducements  which  might  be  successful.  It 
is  thought,"  he  observed,  « if  that  territory  should  be  divi- 
ded into  districts,  by  previous  agreement  with  the  tribes  now 
residing  there,  and  civil  governments  be  established  in  each, 
with  schoobfor  every  branch  of  instruction  in  literature  and 
in  the  arts  of  civilized  Ii£B,  that  all  the  tribes  now  within  our 
limits  might  gradually  be  drawn  there."    On  the  16th  of 
December,  1824,  the  Committee  on  Indian  Afiairs  was  in- 
structed, by  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
*<  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  organizing  all  the  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States  lying  west  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri and  Territories  of  Arkansas  and  Michigan,  into  a  sep- 
erate  Territoiy,  to  be  occupied  exclusively  by  the  Indians; 
and  of  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
adopt  such  measures  as  he  may  think  best,  to  colonize  all 
the  Indians  of  the  present  States  and  Territories  permanent- 
ly within  the  same."    On  the  27th  of  January,  1826,  Mr. 
Monroe  again  presented  this  subject  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, in  a  special  message.     **  The  great  object  to  be 
accompliflhed,"  he  said,  «  is  the  removal  of  these  tribes  to 
the  territory  designated,  on  conditions  which  shall  be  satis- 
factory to  themselves  and  honorable  to  the  United  States. 
This  can  be  done  only  by  conveying  to  each  tribe  a  good 
title  to  an  adequate  portion  of  land,  to  which  it  may  consent 
to  remove,  and  by  providing  for  it  there  a  system  of  internal 
goTernment,  which  shall  protect  their  property  from  invasion, 
and  by  the  regular  progress  of  improvement  and  civilization, 
prevent  that  degeneracy  which  has  generally  marked  the 
transition  from  the  one  to  the  other  state."   '*  The  digest  of 
0uch  a  government,  with  the  consent  of  the  Indians,  which 
should  be  endowed  with  sufficient  powers  to  meet  all  the 
objects  contemplated:  to  connect  the  several  tribes  together 
in  a  bond  of  amity,  and  preserve  order  in  each;  to  prevent 
intrusions  on  their  property;  to  teach  them,  by  regular  in- 
struction, the  arts  of  civilized  life,  and  make  them  a  civil- 
ized people,  is  an  object  of  very  high  importance.     It  is  the 
po^eerful  consideration  which  we  have  to  offer  to  these  tribes, 
ae  an  inducement  to  relinquish  the  lands  on  which  they  now 
reaide,  and  to  remove  to  those  which  are  designated."  "To 
the  United  States,  the  proposed  arrangement  offers  many 
important  advantages,  in  addition  to  those  which  have  been 
already  enumerated.     By  the  establishment  of  such  a  gov- 
ernment over  these  tribcw,  with  their  consent,  we  become 
n  reality  their  benefactors.     The  relation  of  conflicting  in- 
erests,  which  has  heretofore  existed  between  them  and  our 
rontier  settlements,  will  cease.  There  will  be  no  more  wars 
>etween  them  and  the  United  States.     Adopting  such  a 
govern  Dtent,  their  movement  will  be  in  harmony  with  us, 
lad  ita  good  effects  be  felt  through  the  whole  extent  of  our 


territory  to  the  Pacific.  It  may  fairly  be  presumed  that, 
throught  the  agency  of  such  a  government,  me  condition  of 
all  the  tribes  inhabiting  that  vast  region  may  be  essentially 
improved;  that  permanent  peace  may  be  preserved  with  them, 
and  our  commerce  be  much  extended." 

Accompany  this  message  was  a  report  of  Mr.  Calhoun, 
then  Secretary  of  War,  in  which  he  stated  the  obligation  of 
the  United  States  to  protect  the  Indians  who  should  emi- 
grate; to  continue  to  Uiem  the  means  of  education  and  im- 
provement, and  to  give  them  "  the  strongest  and  most  solemn 
assurance"  that  the  country  assigned  them  should  be  theirs, 
«  as  a  permanent  home  for  themselves  and  their  posterity." 
<*To  such  assurance,"  he  proceeded  to  observe,  « if  there 
should  be  added  a  system  by  which  the  Government,  without 
destroying  their  independence,  would  gradually  unite  the 
several  tribes  under  a  simple  but  enlightened  system  of 
government  and  laws,  formeid  on  the  principles  of  our  own, 
and  for  which,  as  their  own  people  would  partake  in  it, 
they  would,  under  the  influence  of  the  contemplated  im- 
provement, at  no  distant  day,  become  prepared,  the  ar« 
rangements  which  have  been  proprosed  would  prove  to  the 
Indians  and  their  posterity  a  permanent  blessing." 

On  the  1st  of  February,  1825,  "a  bill  for  the  preser- 
vation and  civilization  of  the  Indian  tribes  within  the  Uni- 
ted States,"  was  reported  to  the  Senate  by  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs,  which  finally  passed  that  body,  but  did 
not  receive  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. On  the  27th  of  December,  1825,  a  resolution  was 
agreed  to  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affiiirs  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  establishing  some  mode  for  the  removal  of  the  Indians; 
for  allotting  to  each  tribe  a  sufficiency  of  land,  "with  the 
sovereignty  or  right  of  soil,  in  the  same  manner  that  the 
right  of  domain  is  secured  to  the  respective  States  of  the 
Union;"  and  for  establishing  there  a  territorial  government 
over  them  of  the  same  kind,  and  regulated  by  the  same 
rules  that  the  Territories  of  the  United  States  are  now 
governed." 

In  January,  1826,  the  bill,  which  passed  the  Senate  at 
the  preceding  session,  was  amended  by  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  trans- 
mitted to  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  a  request  that  he 
would  **  afford  the  committee  all  such  information  as  is  con- 
sistent, and  in  the  manner  you  think  proper."  In  compli- 
ance with  this  request.  Governor  Barbour  transmitted  to 
the  committee,  on  the  8d  of  February,  a  hill,  accompanied 
by  an  elaborate  report,  explanatory  of  its  principles. 

«  The  third  object  of  the  bill,"  it  is  stated,  <'  is  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  territorial  government  by  the  United  States, 
for  their  protection  and  their  civilization.  The  bill  propo- 
ses a  governor,  three  judges,  and  a  secretary,  to  be  op- 
pointed  by  tlie  President,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate,  and  such  modifications,  in  detail,  as  the  Pres- 
ident shall  ordain,  subject  to  the  approbation  of  Congress." 
"I  have  already  intimated,  in  a  former  part  of  tins  report, 
the  consequences  of  sending  the  Indians  to  the  country 
destined  for  iheir  final  abode,  without  notne  controlling  au- 
thority. Without  this,  they  will  be  diaposeil  to  endless 
mischiefs.  It  is  not  necessary  to  prescribe  particularly  in 
the  bill  their  government.  Its  organization  may  safely  be 
deposited  in  the  hands  of  the  President,  subject  to  the  con- 
trol of  Congress.  I  will,  nevertheless,  suggest,  that  as  soon 
as  the  civilization  of  the  Indians  would  admit  of  it,  I  would 
give  them  a  legislative  body,  compo^d  of  Indians,  to  be  se- 
lected in  the  early  stages  by  the  President,  and  eventually  to 
be  elected  by  themselves,  as  well  for  the  purpose  of  enact- 
ing such  laws  as  would  be  agreeable  to  ^emselves,  as  for 
the  purpose  of  excidng  their  ambition." 

All  these  official  papers  agree  in  their  main  features. 
They  look  to  the  removal,  permanent  settlement  and  pro- 
tection of  the  Indians,  and  the  establishment  of  a  Territorial 
Goverxunenty  as  measures  of  vital  importance  to  them,  and 
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demanded  by  a  just  regard  to  the  obligations  of  the  United 
States,  ^he  treaty  with  the  Cherokees  of  May  6,  1838, 
may  be  considered  as  the  first  formal  recognition  o^  and 
action  upon  these  pinciples,  as  it  secured  to  them  a  perma- 
nent home,  under  the  most  solemn  guaranty  of  the  United 
States  that  it  should  remain  tlieirs  forever,  and  stipulated 
that  the  United  States  would  give  them  a  set  of  plain  laws, 
and  cause  their  lands  to  be  laid  off,  whenever  they  wished 
to  own  them  individually. 

In  the  message  at  the  opening  of  the  1st  session  of  the 
2 1  St  Coi^^reas,  President  Jackson  suggested  <*the  propri- 
ety of  setting  apart  an  ample  district  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, and  without  the  limits  of  any  State  or  Territory  now 
formed,  to  be  guarantied  to  the  Indian  tribes,  as  long  as  they 
shall  occupy  it;  each  tribe  having  a  distinct  control  over 
the  portion  designated  for  its  use."  "There,*'  he  observ- 
ed, <<tbey  may  be  secured  in  the  enjoyment  of  govern- 
ments of  their  own  choice,  subject  to  no  other  control  from 
the  United  States  than  such  as  may  be  necessary  to  pre- 
serve peace  on  the  frontier  and  between  the  several  tribes." 
In  the  report  of  the  Department  of  War,  which  accompa- 
nied this  message,  Mr.  Eaton  remarked:  '<No  better  plan 
can  be  thought  of,  than  that  the  United  States  shall  put  in 
operation  such  a  system  of  Indian  protection  and  govern- 
ment, west  of  the  Mississippi,  as  that  a  confidence  may  be 
reposed  that  they  are  indeed  our  fostered  children,  and  the 
Government  not  only  so  disposed  to  consider,  but  practi- 
cally to  evince  their  good  feelings  towards  them.  At  pres- 
ent an  objection  arises  with  the  weaker  tribes.  They  are 
indisposed  to  emigrate,  from  an  apprehension  that  powerful 
and  stronger  neighbors  may  oppress  them,  and  that  no 
surer  protection  can  be  obtained  from  the  United  States  in 
the  West,  than  is  posessed  already  where  they  reside.  To 
remove  such  apprehension  will  be  of  importance. 

**I  beg  leave  to  suggest  for  your  consideration,  if  an  In- 
dian territory,  without  the  range  of  Western  States  and 
Territories,  might  not  be  advantageously  created;  and  to 
give  efficiency  and  to  inspire  confidence,  miUtaiy  posts, 
under  some  able  and  discreet  officer  of  the  army,  to  be  des< 
ignated  at  some  central  and  convenient  point  Intrusions 
from  the  whites  might  thus  be  restrained,  and  the  Indians 
maintained  in  quiet  with  each  other.  Laws  for  their  gen- 
eral government  and  to  preserve  peace  amongst  the  tribes, 
to  be  the  act  of  the  United  States,  with  a  right  to  the  In- 
dians in  council  to  make  their  own  municipal  regulations." 
The  act  of  Congress  of  May  28,  1830,  was  the  author- 
itative sanction  of  both  branches  of  the  National  Legisla- 
ture to  the  suggestion  of  the  President.  Numerous  treaties 
for  the  cession  and  exchange  of  lands  have  since  been  made 
with  Indian  tribes;  and  the  entire  number  of  many  of  them, 
and  portions  of  others,  have  been  removed.  From  a  want 
of  exact  knowledge  of  the  topography  of  the  country,  er- 
rors were  made  in  defining  the  boundaries  of  the  lands  in- 
tended to  be  assigned  to  them,  and  questions  arose  which 
remained  long  unsettled,  and  proved  to  be  of  difficult  ad- 
justment. The  relations  between  the  indigenous  and  emi- 
grated tribes  were  of  novel  character,  and  the  establishment 
of  them  upon  an  amicable  basis  was  evidently  of  great  im- 
I)ortance  to  them  and  to  our  own  citizens.  These  consid- 
erations were  presented  to  Congress  in  a  report  from  this 
department  to  the  President,  dated  February  16,  1832, 
which  was  transmitted  to  that  body  on  the  same  day.  Ap- 
proving the  measure  recommended  at  the  close  of  that  re- 
port. Congress  passed  the  act  of  July  14,  1832,  providing 
*<  for  the  appointment  of  three  commissioners  to  treat  with 
the  Indians,  and  for  other  purposes."  In  addition  to  the 
subjects  above  referred  to,  with  which  these  commissioners 
were  charged,  was  the  formation  of  some  plan  *'  for  the  en- 
couragement, security,  and  government  of  the  Indian  tribes 
west  of  the  State  of  Missouri  and  the  Territory  of  Arkan- 
sas.*' They  were  acconlingly  instructed  to  report  in  detail 
all  the  information  they  could  procure  concerning  their 


present  and  probable  fiituie  ccmdition,  with  their  own  vievi 
upon  the  whole  subject     "Its  importance,"  thej  wm 
told,  <<]«  apparent,  as  on  its  decision  may  rest  the  futvc 
fate  of  all  these  tribes.     And  in  the  great  change  w«  an 
now  urging  them  to  make,  it  is  derirabie  that  all  their  po- 
litical relations,  as    well  among  diemselves  as  with  oe, 
should  be  established  upon  a  permanent  basis,  bsyoad  the 
neoeasiiy  of  any  fiiture  aUerati<m."    The  result  of  the  in- 
vestigations  of  these  gentlemen  was  imbodied  in  a  comom- 
nication  addressed  to  this  department,  dated  Fort  GibMO, 
Februaiy  10,  1884,  which  was  appended  to.  Che  repon  of 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affiurs  of  the  House  of  Repremt- 
atives  of  the  20th  of  May,  1834,  in  which  it  was  mentioiMd 
in  terms  of  oommendatioQ.    The  two  leading  messarei  rc- 
ommended  by  the  commissioners,  were  the  estaUiihrneot 
of  two  lines  of  military  posts,  and  the  organiatbn  of  an  b- 
dian  territory:  the  first  line  of  poets  to  be  on  the  border  of 
the  Indian  country,  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  the  Tenito- 
ry  of  Arkansas;  the  other  in  the  interior,  on  the  wertpre 
line  of  the  agricultural  district,  extending  from  Red  rim  to 
the  Upper  Missouri.    Assuming  that  the  pn^oied  tenritof; 
would  include  all  the  tribes  west  of  the  Missisdppii  the 
commissioners  suggested,  as  the  basis  of  its  orgaimation, 
the  appointment  of  ^'  a  governor,  a  secretair,  a  mazshil,  i 
prosecuting  attorney,  and  a  judiciary,  with  the  ad^joate 
clerks,  and  an  annual  council  of  the  hidians,  the  number  rf 
the  delegation  from  each  tribe  to  be  designated  by  th«PR»- 
ident."     They  appear  to  have  considered  that  the  ptopei 
enforcement  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  ai  fir  uthej 
are  applicable  to  the  Indian  country,  was  a  sufficient  moth? 
for  this  organiiation.     It  should  be  observed  that  thej  did 
not  propose  to  confer  upon  the  annual  council  any  )fp^ 
tive  power,  the  objects  to  be  attained  by  it  being  the  fttab- 
ILshment  of  friendly  relations,  and  the  advancement  of  m 
ilization.     It  was,  however,  considered  by  them  *<not  iia- 
probable  that  the  tribes  may  ere  long  adopt  some  gene^l 
articles  of  confederation  for  their  own  republic,  not  incos 
sistent  with  the  wishes  of  Government. "   The  report  of  tk 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  already  referred  to,  after  re- 
citing the  provisions  in  the  laws  and  treaties  bearing  up"^ 
this  subject,  deduced  from  them  "  the  rights,  the  datie>, 
and  the  powers  of  the  parties.     The  rights  of  the  li^m 
are,  to  be  secured  in  the  possession  of  their  lands,  and  d 
the  exercise  of  self-government.     The  obligations  of  tbe 
United  States  are  correktive:  to  secure  them  in  the  tit)« 
and  possession  of  their  lands,  in  the  exercise  of  seif-gt'^' 
emment,  and  to  defend  them  from  domestic  strife  and  for- 
eign enemies;  and  powers  adequate  to  the  fulfilment  of  tbe^ 
obligations  are  necessarily  reserved."     ••  Under  the  po'W- 
to  dispose  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  the  \^^ 
ern  territory  is  now  to  be  dedicated  to  the  use  of  th?  In- 
dians, and  right  of  self-government  secured  to  the  tribe* 

The  bill  (attached  to  this  report)  desi£|nBted  the  9«t!i 
banks  of  the  Missouri  and  the  Platte  rivers  asthenortbrni 
boundary  of  the  proposed  territory,  which,  it  was  estiro^ 
would  conUin  an  area  of  132,295,680  acres.  ItpH^ 
the  faith  of  the  cx>untry  to  the  Indians  for  its  perpetoal  ?^ 
session;  it  gave  to  each  of  the  tribes  the  right  tomaintiun 
government  for  the  regulation  of  its  own  intemaJ  ^^f^^ 
it  provided  for  the  appointment  by  the  President,  ^itli  tw 
concurrence  of  the  Senate,  of  a  governor  and  pecrftai?^  i 
directed  that  a  council  should  be  assembled  b^  the  goT^"^ 
or,  of  the  chiefs  of  the  various  tribes,  to  which  AonM  l* 
submitted  a  proposition,  to  assent  "  to  such  of  the  pw^i^ 
ioTW  of  this  act  as  require  the  co-operation  of  the  authon^ 
of  the  respective  tribes;"  and  that  the  contemplated  cowf||' 
eration  should  not  take  effect  until  the  ChocUw,  Cr**'^^. 
and  Cherokee  tribes  gave  their  assent  thereto. 

According  to  its  provisions,  a  general  council  of  the  m  ' 
joining  the  confederacy,  elected  by  the  tribes,  orselefted.^^ 
the  chiefs,  as  the  governor  might  determine,  was  to  be » ^ 
annually,  whose  doty  it  should  be  t9  mak^  oil  DCcm?  ^' 
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>i]ation8  reiypecting  the  intorcoune  uraongthe  variotu  tribes; 
to  preserve  peace;  to  put  a  atop  to  hostilities;  to  settle  any 
qtMstions  of  dispute  respecting  boundaries;  to  arrest  and 
punish  all  Indiana  who  may  commit  offences  within  the 
district  of  one  tribe,  and  who  may  flee  to  another,  and  gen- 
erally, to  take  such  measures  as  may  be  necessary  to  give 
effect  to  &e  provisions  of  this  act."  But  no  laws  or  reg- 
ulations made  by  the  council  were  to  have  any  force  unless 
approved  by  the  governor.  It  was  made  '*  competent  for 
the  general  council  to  furnish  such  force  as  from  time  to 
time  may  be  necessary  towards  the  support  of  such  govern- 
ment; and  the  troops  of  the  United  States  may,  under  the 
direction  of  the  President,  be  employed  on  the  same  duty," 
and  to  give  efl^  to  the  regulations  of  the  council.  The 
House  of  Representatives  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
this  bill  on  the  25th  of  June,  1834.  It  met  with  opposi- 
tion, and  was  eventually  postponed  to  the  next  session  of 
Congress,  a^hich  the  consideration  of  it  was  resumed, 
but  no  definite  action  was  had  upon  it. 

In  February,  1836,  a  new  bill  was  introduced,  "  to  pro- 
vide for  the  security  and  protection  of  the  emigrant  and 
other  Indians  west  of  the  State  of  Missouri  and  of  the  Ter-  I 
ritory  of  Arkansas."  This  bill  reserved  the  lands  described 
in  the  preceding  one,  for  the  use  of  the  various  tribes  who 
have  or  may  have  a  right  to  the  same.  It  was  to  be  called 
"the  Indian  Territory,"  and  to*be  secured  to  the  tribes  for- 
ever. A  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  and  a  secretary 
were  to  fae  appointed  by  the  President,  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate.  Each  tribe  mighi  establish  such 
government  and  laws  for  the  regulation  of  its  internal  con- 
cerns, as  it  thought  proper.  Any  three  or  more  tribes 
might  form  a  confederation  with  each  other,  for  the  purpose 
of  regulating  the  intercourse  and  preserving  peace  among 
such  tribes,  and  of  defending  themselves  from  the  aggres- 
sions of  other  tribes. 

It  provided  farther,  that  the  Choctaw,  Creek,  and  Cher- 
okee tribes  should  be  invited  by  the  superintendent  to  unite 
in  a  general  council  to  fonn  such  confederation;  and  that 
:tny  other  of  the  tribes  might  become  parties  to  it.  After 
its  formation  a  general  council  should  be  held  annually, 
the  members  to  be  chosen  in  the  manner  that  might  be 
pointed  out  in  the  articles  of  confederation.  The  powers 
of  this  council  were  to  be  the  same  with  those  indicated  in 
the  former  bill,  with  the  important  exceptions  that  it  was 
not  authorized  itself  to  raise  a  force  to  support  the  govern- 
ment, nor  could  the  {roops  of  the  Unite^l  States  be  employ- 
ed to  give  effect  to  its  regulations  and  laws.  Only  in  the 
event  of  **  an  aggression  having  been  or  being  about  to  be 
committed  by  a  foreign  tribe,  or  by  one  of  the  tribes  in  said 
territory  on  a  tribe  therein,"  might  the  superintendent  call 
upon  the  other  tribes  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States  for 
military  aid.     This  bill  likewise  failed  to  become  a  law. 

By  the  bill  of  1834  it  was  «made  competent  for  the 
council  of  confederated  tribes  to  elect,  in  such  manner  as 
the  general  council  may  prescribe,  a  delegate  to  Congress, 
who  shall  have  the  same  power,  pririleges,  and  compensa- 
tion as  are  possessed  by  the  delegates  of  the  respective  Terri- 
tories." in  the  bill  of  1836,  the  phraseology  in  reference 
to  this  subject  was  changed,  so  as  to  provide  for  the  resi- 
dence of  a  delegate  *<at  the  seat  of  Government  during  the 
session  of  Congress,  who  shall  entitled  to  the  same  com- 
pensation as  that  ofa  delegate  from  a  Territory."  The  terms 
of  the  first  bill  conform  most  nearly  to  the  views  of  the  In- 
dians themselves,  so  far  as  they  have  at  any  time  been  made 
known.  The  Choctaws,  in  the  22d  article  of  the  treaty  of 
September  27,  1830,  and  the  Cherokees,  in  the  7th  article  i 
of  the  treaty  of  December  29,  1635,  expressed  a  solicitude 
that  they  might  have  the  privilege  of  a  delegate  on  the  floor  | 
of  the  House  of  Representatives.  These  treaties  having  ! 
been  ratified  without  any  exception  being  taken  to  these  ar- 
ticles, may  it  not  be  assumed  that  Congress  intended,  when- 
ever it  was  determined  that  this  measure  was  proper,  to  ac- 
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cede  to  the  requests  of  these  tribes,  to  the  extent  and  in  the 
manner  they  diemselves  desired. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  proposition  to  admit  a 
delegate  from  the  Indians  to  a  seat  in  the  national  couneil 
was  first  made  to  them  by  the  United  States  during  the  war 
of  the  Revolution.  In  the  6th  article  of  the  treaty  with  the 
Delawares  of  September  17,  1778,  '*it  is  further  sgreed 
on  between  the  contracting  parties,  (should  it  for  the  future 
be  found  conducive  for  the  mutual  interest  of  both  parties,) 
to  invite  any  other  tribes,  who  have  been  friends  to  the  in- 
terest of  the  United  States,  to  join  the  present  confederatioti, 
and  to  form  a  State,  whereof  the  Delaware  nation  Aa\\  be 
the  head,  and  have  a  representation  in  Congress."  It  is  ap- 
parent from  the  preceding  part  of  the  section,  that  the  ob- 
ject was  to  obviate  the  false  suggestions  of  tiie  enemies  of 
the  United  States,  who  had  *<  endeavored,  by  every  artifice 
in  their  power,,  to  possess  the  Indians  in  general  with  an 
opinion  that  it  was  the  design  of  the  States  to  extirpate 
the  Indians,  and  take  possession  of  their  country."  In  ad- 
dition to  the  conciliatory  influence  of  the  measure,  it  has,  at 
the  present  day,  additional  importance  from  the  increased 
extent  of  our  Indian  relations,  and  the  increased  capacity 
of  tlie  Indians  themselves  to  afford  information  that  will 
be  useful  in  the  preparation  of  the  laws  affecting  them. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  18S6,  a  bill  was  introduced  into 
the  Senate  by  a  Senator  from  Indiana,  purporting  to  be  sup- 
plementary to  the  act  of  May  28,  1830,  providing  for  an 
exchange  of  lands.  This  bill  designated  the  Puncah  and 
Missouri  rivers  as  the  northern  and  eastern  boundary  lines; 
the  other  lines,  described  in  the  bills  before  the  House  of 
Representatives,  were  not  changed.  By  this  extension  of 
the  northern  boundary,  the  Pawnees  and  Omahas  were  in- 
cluded in  the  country  to  be  set  apart  for  the  Indians.  It 
provided  for  the  conveyance  to  the  respective  tribes  of  the 
lands  held  by  them,  by  patent;  and  for  the  appointment  ofa 
superintendent,  *'  to  execute  such  duties  as  shall  be  en  jointed 
by  the  President."  It  required  him  to  convene  a  sufficient 
number  of  the  chieb  of  the  various  tribes,  and  endeavor  to 
procure  their  assent  to  articles  of  agreement  and  friendship. 
These  articles  were  to  contain  a  stipulation  for  the  assem- 
bling, annually  or  ofiener,  of  a  council  of  delegates,  each 
member  of  which  should  Mve  equal  privileges;  the  number 
of  members  and  the  manner  of  their  election  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  President  Tbis  council,  it  was  provided, 
should  be  competent  "to  enact  such  laws  and  make  such 
regulations  as  shall  bo  designed  for  general  utility,  without 
infringing  the  rights  of  the  tribes  severally  to  manage  their 
own  internal  concerns;"  but  that  no  laws  and  regulations 
should  take  effect  until  approved  by  the  President.  If  the 
superintendent  should  dimgree  wiUi  the  council  in  regard 
to  any  particular  law  or  regulation,  a  full  report  should  be 
made  to  the  President  for  his  decision.  Upon  this  bill  it  ia 
not  known  that  any  proceedings  were  had. 

Haring  completed  a  review  of  the  action  of  the  execu- 
tive and  legislative  branches  of  the  Government  upon  this 
subject,  noticing  only  the  prominent  provisions  in  the  bHls 
that  have  been  before  Congress,  I  beg  leave  to  olwerve  that 
the  aspects  under  which  it  now  presents  itself,  differ  mate- 
rially from  those  in  which  it  was  submitted  to  Congress  in 
1825  and  1826.  The  plan  of  removing  the  Indian  tribes 
from  the  States  and  Territories  was  then,  comparatively,  in 
its  infancy.  Districts  of  country,  west  of  the  Mississippi^ 
had  been  assigned  by  treaties  to  the  Choctaws  and  Chero- 
kees, but  only  a  small  number  of  either  tribe  had  emigrated; 
and  the  views  of  the  Executive  seem  to  have  been  directed 
to  the  subject  of  a  government  for  those  who  had  gone  or 
might  go,  more  as  an  inducement  to  them  to  remove,  than 
as  a  measure  immediately  demanded  for  their  protection, 
peace,  and  prosperity,  by  any  existing  relations.  But  the 
act  of  May  28,  1830,  gave  to  this  matter  a  new  character. 
It  distinctly  authorized  treaties  for  the  exchange  and  cession 
of  lands,  the  conveyance  in  fee  of  equivalent  tracts  to  the  In« 
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dians,  and  the  exteiuion  to  them,  at  all  times,  of  adequate 
protection.  Since  ita  passage,  the  current  of  emigration  has 
been  constantly  flowing,  with  different  degrees  of  rapidity  at 
different  times.  More  liberal  arrangements  have  been  made, 
in  treaties,  for  the  supply  of  the  wants  of  the  Indians,  and 
the  promotion  of  their  comfort.  The  stipulations  made  with 
the  Choctaws  in  1830,  provided  reservations  of  lands,  large 
annuities,  means  for  education,  churches,  agricultural  and 
mechanical  establishments,  and  ample  donations  of  blankets, 
rifles,  and  agricultural  implements.  The  stipulations  in  sub- 
sequent treaties  with  other  tribes  have  conformed  to  these, 
the  amounts  and  quantities  being,  of  course,  proportioned 
to  the  number  of  the  Indians  with  whom  they  were  made. 
Aa  a  natural  result,  the  emigrated  tribes,  having  these  ad- 
vantages and  facilities,  have  acquired  property,  and  with 
property  a  feeling  of  independence  and  self-respect,  and  a 
desire  to  advance  in  civilization.  This  has  been  especially 
the  case  with  the  Choctaws,  Creeks,  and  Cherokees,  the 
three  largest  tribes  within  the  limits  of  the  proposed  territo- 
ry, aa  these  were  described  in  the  two  bills  reported  to  the 
House  of  Representatives.  The  acting  superintendent  of 
Indian  affiurs,  in  compliance  with  a  circular  from  this  office, 
has  made  a  very  valuable  and  sensible  report,  abounding  in 
&ctB  illustrative  of  the  prosperous  condition  of  these  people. 
I  have  collated  some  of  them,  as  the  happy  condition  of 
things  which  they  exhibit  forms  one  of  the  arguments  up- 
on which  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  government  com- 
petent to  afford  security  and  protection  may  be  rested. 

**  It  is  a  source  of  serious  gratitude,"  he  observes,  (speak- 
ing of  the  Choctaws,)  **  to  witness  their  gradual  improve- 
ment.'* They  are  governed  by  a  written  constitution,  and 
have  an  annual  general  council,  to  which  twenty-seven 
members  are  elected,  who  are  paid  out  of  the  annuity,  and 
who  pass  such  laws  as  they  think  proper.  The  three  chiefs 
of  the  nation  meet  with  the  council,  any  two  of  whom  can 
exercise  the  veto  power;  but  if  a  bill  be  again  passed  by 
two-thirds  of  the  council,  it  becomes  a  law.  Their  laws 
are  reduced  to  writing,  and  copies  of  then)  and  of  the  con- 
stitution are  left  with  the  agent.  A  new  council-house  and 
houses  for  the  chiefs  are  in  process  of  construction.  The 
middle  country,  between  the  Arkansas  and  the  Red  rivers, 
Blue  Boggy  and  the  Canadianf  is  particularly  fitted  for  rais- 
ing stock.  The  Red- river  part  is  destined  soon  to  be  a  fine 
co^n-growing  country;  the  native  traders  have  erected 
cotton-gins,  and  they  purchase  all  the  cotton  that  fs  raised 
by  the  common  Indians  and  half-brocds.  It  is  estimated 
that  about  five  hundred  bales  will  go  down  Red  river,  from 
the  Choctaws,  this  year.  There  is  one  good  grist  and  saw- 
mill near  Red  river,  and  another  is  building  on  the  Poteau, 
from  which  large  quantities  of  lumber  will  go  down  the  Ar- 
kansas. To  a  great  extent  the  trade  with  these  Indians  is 
carried  on  by  the  natives.  "I  can  state,  from  my  own 
knowledge,  that  two  native  Choctaws  on  Red  river  have 
this  year  brought  into  the  country  $20,000  worth  of  goods; 
and  there  are  others  engaged  in  smRllcr  trado  of  from  $2,000 
to  $10,000.  They  make  their  purchases  in  New  Orleans, 
and,  I  understand,  are  in  good  credit."  The  assistants  in 
the  three  public  smith-shops  are  natives,  who,  in  a  year  or 
two,  will  be  able  to  take  charge  of  them.  Besides  these 
•hops,  they  have  five  others  of  their  own,  that  are  used  in 
the  farming  season.  <*  The  chase,  for  a  living,  is  now  nearly 
abandoned;  many  take  a  fall  hunt,  but  it  is  more  an  excur- 
sion of  pleasure  than  a  pursuit  of  gain." 

Of  the  Cherokees,  he  says:  **  They  are  gradually  pro- 
gressing in  civilization  and  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  and 
amongst  them  are  many  intelligent  men.  They  raise  corn, 
bsef,  pork,  sheep,  dec,  to  a  considerable  extent,  and  in 
travelling  through  their  country  you  are  quite  comfortably 
entertained.  Many  of  them  are  engaged  in  trade  with  their 
own  people;  they  are,  however,  not  located  advantageously 
for  the  culUvation  of  cotton.  They  have  some  mills  erect- 
ad  amongst  them;  and  with  a  wide  extent  of  country,  a 


portion  of  it  finely  watered,  they  hid  fiitr,  with  frogalitj 
and  temperance,  to  become  a  leading  tribe."  A  similsr  k- 
count  of  these  Indians  waa  given  by  the  commiasionen  m 
1834,  and  they  stated,  besides,  that  a  government  had  b«<£ 
organized  by  Uiem,  laws  ordained,  and  enforced  by  a  bcdr 
of  sheriffs  termed  light-horse. 

*'The  Creeks,"  continues  the  acting  rapcrintendeot, 
'<  have  a  rich  countiy,  and  those  of  them  that  emigraleii 
with  Mcintosh  have  been  engaged  busily  in  making  ten, 
they  usually  have  a  large  surplus,  as  high  iiome  years  i» 
thirty  thousand  bushels,  besides  stock  of  every  dcacT^itiso 
As  there  is  now  a  large  emigration  coming  to  the  country, 
they  will  find  a  sale  for  all  th^  may  have  to  selL  Thgj 
have  not  yet  engaged  in  trade. 

In  anoUicr  communication,  he  mentions  that  there  st? 
seventeen  churches  within  the  limits  of  these  three  tribes- 
ten  in  the  Choctaw,  four  in  the  Cherokee,  and  three  in  ii^ 
Creek  country.  • 

The  other  tribes  in  this  sup^rintendcncy  m  the  Scsu 
noles,  Osages,  Quapaws,  Senecas,  and  8enecas  and  Shav- 
nees.  Of  these,  he  thus  spesks:  "  It  is  but  lately  the  Bern- 
inoles  have  come  on;  they  have  been  moch  nlSicU-d  bj 
disease,  and  have  lost  a  great  many  of  their  small  pa:.n. 
they  have  one  of  the  finest  sections  of  the  Indian  couativ, 
and  with  their  advantages  could  soon  prosper. 

«  The  Osages  are  engaged  in  the  chase,  and  they  gesf 
rally  hunt  for  subsistence,  and  lay  up  hufiklo  meat  for  i 
support;  they  raise  no  com  except  what  their  women  cil- 
tivate,  and  have  no  stock  of  any  consequence;  they  ma}, 
therefore,  be  fairly  considered  as  Uving  upon  their  annu^ 
and  the  chase. 

**  The  Quapaws,  Senecas,  and  the  united  bands  of  Ser 
ecas  and  Shawnees,  are  situated  adjoining  the  ban^  d 
Osages  and  Cherokees;  their  lands  have  been  sarveyed,  asti 
separately  marked  out— one  hundred  and  filfy  srdione  furt'  * 
Quapaws,  sixty  thousand  acres  for  the  Senecas  and  Sba^ 
nees,  and  sixty-seven  thousand  acres  for  the  Senecas  • 
Sandusky.  These  lands  arc  good  and  well  watered.  TV 
Senecas  are  cultivating  the  soil,  and  signs  of  improveoHr. 
are  manifested;  their  mill  is  in  full  operation,  and  grr*'^ 
benefit  is  derived  from  iL  The  Quapaws  were  not  proprr!;' 
located,  and  will  probably  have  to  remove  some  two  ax  ibr^ 
miles." 

There  arc  eight  other  tribes,  which  are  located  wi^:-- 
the  limits  of  the  proposed  territory,  hut  which  are  not  und^ 
the  charge  of  the  acting  superintendent,  whose  jurisdkiax^. 
as  prescribed  by  the  President  in  1834,  does  not  citi>:. 
beyond  the  northern  boundary  of  the  Osage  xcservsiidc 
The  eight  tribes  referred  to  are  attached  to  the  DC(t€ui~^ 
agency  of  the  Western  territory,  under  the  care  of  Msv< 
Cummins,  whose  report,  though  less  minute  than  CapUJi 
Armstrong's,  is  hardly  less  favorable,  when  the  differn^r 
in  the  means  of  the  several  tribes  is  oonsiderad.  Thev  a-? 
the  Shawnees,  Delawares,  Kickapoos,  Kanzaa^,  Weas,  P^^ 
ankeshaws,  Peorias,  Kaskaakias,  and  Ottawaa,  having  c 
aggregate  population  of  4,467.  The  Shawnees  and  Vt^ 
wares  are  an  agricultural  people;  they  have  a  fertile  ocvi* 
try,  schools,  churches,  and  smiths'  shops*  The  Kicica{.o^ 
in  1835,  began  to  turn  their  attention  to  agriculture^  *'  ^ 
men  as  well  as  the  women  laboring  astonidiingiy.*'  Tr-' 
Kanzas  live  by  the  chase,  and  are  the  only  ooe  of  tbe« 
bands  of  whom  it  can  be  said  "  they  are  pitor."  The  re 
maining  small  bands  above  named  cultivate  the  soil,  v«hi:i: 
is  generally  of  good  quality,  with  sufilicient  water-p«3n- 
for  their  purposed,  and  they  all  have  the  means- of  educai-*^ 
and  the  aid  of  mechanics. 

The  great  increase  in  the  numlier  of  Indians  west  cf  c^-* 
Mississippi  is  another  element  connected  with  the  (p>c«n  s 
of  government,  entitled  to  serious  consideradoo.  The  II- 
dian  population  in  the  territory  on  tho  1st  of  October  bj*. 
was  estimated  at  37,746.  To  this  number  Is  to  he  adik.' 
the  Creeks,  amounting  to  16,500,  who  have  resxyv^  d*? 
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year,  and  about  4,000  who  are  y«t  to  go,  and  the  Chero- 
kee9,  amounting  to  16,000,  who  are  under  treaty  atipula- 
tions  to  emigrate.  There  will  be  a  further  addition  to  be 
made  of  5,400,  should  th#  Chickaaaws  procure  a  residence 
in  that  region.  And  if  the  Ottawas,  Chippewas,  and  Pot* 
tawatamies  of  Illinois,  shall  assent  to  take  land  south  of  the 
Missouri  for  that  assigned  to  them  north  by  the  treaty  of 
Chicago  of  1833,  and  the  Pottawatamies  of  Indiana  dhall 
settle  there  with  them,  there  wilt  be  another  increase  of 
numbers,  amounting  to  9,400.  The  entire  Indian  popula- 
tion in  the  territory  will  then  be  90, 148;  and  iqK>n  the  bor- 
ders of  it  there  will  be  the  Sioux  and  lowas,  with  the  Ca- 
manches,  Kiowas,  and  other  wild  tribes,  whose  numbers 
are  estimated  at  148,750. 

The  annexed  table,  marked  D,  shows  the  number  of 
e\ery  tribe,  east  and  west  of  the  Mississippi,  concerning 
whom  we  have  any  information. 

The  obligations  which  the  United  States  have  assumed 
in  their  negotiations  with  some  of  these  Indians,  and  i»  their 
legislation  in  regard  to  them,  have  no  inconsiderable  bear- 
ing upon  this  matter  of  protection  and  government.  With 
Che  largest  of  the  emigatcd  tribes,  the  Choctaws,  Creeks, 
and  Cherokees,  the  United  States  have  made  treaties  con- 
taining stipulations  which  bind  them  to  secure  to  these  In- 
dians *'tbe  jurisdiction  and  government  df  all  the  persons 
and  property  that  may  be  within  their  limits  west."  This 
Lingnage  is  quoted  from  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  with 
the  ChocUws  of  September  37,  1830.  The  fourteenth  ar- 
ticle of  the  treaty  with  the  Creeks  of  March  24,  1832,  and 
the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  with  the  Cherokees  of  Decem- 
ber 29,  1835,  secure  to  those  tribes  similar  powers.  By 
the  twenty-fifth  section  of  the  intercourse  act  of  1834,  it  is 
prescribed,  "  that  so  much  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
as  provides  for  the  punishment  of  crimes  committed  within 
any  place  within  the  sole  and  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  in  force  in  the  Indian  country:  Pro- 
vttledi  The  same  shall  not  extend  to  crimes  committed  by 
one  Indian  against  the  person  and  property  of  another  In- 
dian." Thus  the  right  to  form  and  administer  all  laws  is 
solemnly  guarantied  to  these  Indians.  And  it  is  stated  by 
General  Stokes,  the  agent  for  the  Cherokees,  that  they  <'  are 
in  the  habit  of  making  written  wills,  deeds  of  gift,  bills  of 
sale,  written  judgments  of  their  courts,  written  judgments 
L>r  arbitration,  and  written  settlements  of  the  estates  of  de- 
reaaed  persons.''  The  relations  of  debtor  and  creditor  be- 
iwoen  the  native  and  the  native  trader,  and  between  the  latter 
ind  our  own  citizens,  now  becoming  important  in  extent 
tnd  amount,  are  dso  to  be  regulated  and  guarded  by  them. 
I  'cvould  resp^tfully  ask  whether,  in  their  present  state 
>f  ci-viiization,  advanced  as  it  is  represented  and  admitted 
o  be,  it  is  not  expedient  for  them,  and  especially  for  our 
>wii  citizens^  that  a  supervisory  power  over  this  extensive 
egislation  should  be  lodged  in  some  person  or  persons,  act- 
ng  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States.  Our  own  citi- 
an»  will  hereafter  be  more  intimately  connected  with  the 
ndtjuis  in  commerce,  and  their  rights  will  of  course  be  ma- 
erialiy  affiMted  by  this  legislation.  But  under  the  treaties 
jid  the  law  which  have  been  referred  to,  no  supervision 
an  I>e  exercised  over  the  laws  of  a  separate  tribe.  This 
iew  of  the  subject  seems  to  me  to  present  a  strong  argument 
n  fa.Tor  of  the  confederation  and  government  contemplated 
a  the  bills  that  have  been  submitted  to  Congress.  All  laws 
nd  regulations  of  an  international  character,  opeiating  on 
tie  rights  of  property  as  well  as  of  person,  of  our  own  citi- 
ens,  adopted  by  a  single  tribe,  might  then  be  properly  sub- 
?cte<i  to  the  action  of  the  general  council  and  tiie  governor. 
i  yet  stronger  argument  may  be  found  in  the  importance 
f  establiahing,  upon  just  principles,  the  relations  between 
le  several  tribes  within  the  new  territoty,  with  particular 
pference  to  the  seeuritv  of  the  -riglits  and  property  of  the 
reaker  tribes.  Whether  in  or  out  of  the  confederation, 
i«se  mig^t  be  injuriously  affiscted  by  the  legialatioa  of  the 


general  council,  unless  it  were  restricted  by  an  independ- 
ent branch  of  the  government 

With  thin  exposition  of  the  views  entertained  of  this  sub- 
ject, I  would  request  your  feivorable  attention  to  it,  trnd 
tha^  if  you  think  proper,  it  may  be  recommended  to  that  of 
Congress. 

The  preservation  of  peace  among  these  tribes,  and  between 
them  and  thone  who  live  upon  their  borders,  is  another  sub- 
ject of  great  moment,  and  which  may  properly  be  consider- 
ed in  this  connexion.  It  is  true,  that  a  treaty  was  made  be- 
tween the  Caroanche  and  Witchetaw  nations  and  their  as- 
sociated bands,  the  principal  of  the  wild  tribes,  and  the 
Cherokees,  Creeks,  Choctaws,  Osages,  and  Quapavre,  in 
August,  1835,  and  the  amicable  relations,  then  formed, 
have  not  since  been  materially  disturbed.  But  there  are 
other  lawless  bands,  and  there  is  great  force  in  the  caution- 
ary remarks  in  the  report  of  the  commissioners  which  has 
been  frequently  referred  to. 

*<  The  commissioners  would  be  wanting  in  justice  to  the 
Government,  to  allow  it  to  anticipate  security  to  our  own 
tribes  from  any  pacific  arrangement  that  can  be  made  with 
the  Indians  of  Mexico.  Presents  may  soothe  for  a  moment 
the  savage  disposition;  but  while  tlie  principal  residence  of 
the  wild  tribes  is  within  a  foreign  state,  and  subject  of  course 
to  foreign  influence,  we  cannot  limit  our  guaranty  of  soil 
and  personal  protection,  (upon  which  the  emigrant  has 
chosen  his  new  home,)  by  depending  on  stipulations  with 
the  Indians  beyond  our  control.  Nor  will  our  occasional 
show  of  force  remove  the  fear  of  invasion.  Savages  may  be 
temporarily  driven  from  the  bufialo  trail,  but  like  water  dis- 
placed by  a  fording  army,  they  will  seek  immediate  return 
when  the  force  is  removed.  A  few  outposts  to  enclose  the 
agricultural  districts  can  alone  ensure  personal  safety,  and 
give  that  security  to  property,  without  which  man,  either 
white  or  red,  cannot  be  stimulated  to  its  possession." 

The  establishment  of  some  military  posts  was  authorized 
by  the  act  of  Congress  of  July  2,  18-36,  entitled  **  An  act 
to  provide  for  the  better  protection  of  the  Western  fron^ 
tier."  Instructions  were  given  soon  after  its  passage,  to  pro- 
cure the  assent  of  the  tribes  through  whose  territory  the  mil- 
itary road,  authorized  by  the  same  act,  and  upon  the  line  of 
which  these  posts  are  to  be  constructed,  must  pass,  to  the  mea- 
sure. This  has  been  accomplished  with  the  Shawnees,  Del- 
awares,  Weas,  Piankeshaws,  Kaskaskias,  aiid  Peorias,  and 
instructions  given  to  effect  it  vrith  the  other  tribes.  The 
proposition  of  the  commissioners  is,  that  other  posts  be  erect* 
ed  in  the  interior,  and  it  is  explained  in  another  part  of  their 
report,  which  has  been  alluded  to  in  this  communication. 
The  importance  of  these  works  to  the  tranquiljity  of  our  In- 
dian relations,  and  even  to  the  right  fulfilment  of  the  obli- 
gations of  the  country  to  the  Indians,  cannot  easily  be  over- 
estimated, and  I  therefore  commAid  the  measure  to  your 
favorable  notice.  The  number  of  Indians  of  indigenous 
tribes,  who  vrill  be  within  striking  distance  of  the  frontier, 
amounts,  as  stated  in  the  table  before  referred  to,  to  1 43,000. 
The  names  of  many  of  many  of  them  will  suggest  at  once 
the  reasons  for  the  fears  that  may  be  entertained,  and  for 
the  precautions  that  should  be  employed.  When  the  road 
is  completed,  and  the  posts  upon  the  line  of  it,  and  in  the 
interior,  are  garrisoned  by  a  competent  force  of  infantry 
and  mounted  men,  the  causes  for  apprehending  any  inter- 
ruption of  the  general  peace  vrill  be  greatly  diminished. 

3.  '^Ofthe  operations  of  the  commissioners  appointed 
to  hold  Indian  treaties  under  acts  of  the  last  session  of 
Congress." 

Of  these  I  am  able  to  present  only  a  brief  statement;  but 
few  communications  have  been  received  ftom  the  gentlemen 
to  whom  ihey  have  been  intrusted. 

The  sum  of  $22,000  was  appropriated,  (by  the  act  of 
Congress  of  June  14,  1836,  providing  <«/or  the  payment 
of  Indian  annuities  and  other  purposes  "  J  *Uo  defray 
the  expenses  of  holding  treaties  with  Indians  in  the  vtcint* 
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ty  of  Greta  Bay;  huHant  within  the  State  of  New  York,- 
tne  Wlnnebagoei  north  and  south  of  the  Wuconsint  and 
with  the  Saca  and  Foxes  north  of  the  Mieeouri,^*  Tbeae 
neigotiations,  with^  the  exception  of  that  with  the  tribes  in 
New  York,  were  confided  to  Governor  Dodge,  but  no 
official  report  of  his  proceedings  has  been  received.  I  have 
learned  from  other  sources,  that  he  has  made  an  arrange- 
ment with  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  for  a  cession  of  the  reserva- 
tion on  the  Iowa  river,  assigned  to  them  by  the  treaty  of 
September  21,  1832. 

The  datv  of  negotiating  with  the  Indians  in  New  York 
was  committed  to  Mr.  Schermerhom.  He  has  concluded 
a  treaty  with  the  Stockbiidge  and  Munaee  tribes,  for  the  re- 
linquishment of  their  lands  on  the  Winnebago  lake;  and 
another  with  the  New  York  Indians^  for  the  lands  granted  I 
them  in  the  treaty  with  the  Menomonies  of  Febmaiy  6,' 
1831.  To  the  last  those  who  emigrated  from  New  York 
to  Green  Bay  have  assented,  and  he  has  ap^iointed  a  time 
to  hold  a  council  with  those  residing  in  that  State,  at  which 
it  wiU  be  submitted  to  them  wiih  a  view  to  procure  their 
concurrence. 

An  appropriation  was  made  in  the  act  above  referred  to 
of  ^,000,  *<  for  the  purpose  of  extinguishing  the  Indian 
title  between  the  State  of  Missouri  and  the  Missouri  river." 
The  general  direction  of  this  matter  was  given  to  General 
Clark.  The  tract  of  country  referred  to,  was  ceded  by  the 
tribes  who  were  parties  to  the  treaty  of  Prairie  du  Chien  of 
the  15th  of  July,  1830,  and  it  was  stipulated  in  the  iirst 
article,  that  it  should  be  assigned  to  the  tribes  then  living 
upon  it,  or  to  such  others  as  the  President  might  locate 
thereon  **  for  hunting,  and  other  purposes."  It  is  a  long, 
narrow  belt  of  land,  separated  from  the  Indian  country  west 
of  it  by  the  Missouri  river.  Its  annexation  to  the  State  of 
Missouri  was  [suggested  by  the  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  on  Indian  AfBurs,  in  their  report  dated  May 
20,  1834,  as  a  measure  of  obvious  convenience  and  neces- 
sity, and  it  was  deemed,  by  the  citizens  of  that  State  im- 
portant to  its  interests.  Early  in  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress a  representation  was  made  to  the  Department,  of  the 
willingness  of  some  of  the  tribes  to  relinquish  their  rights 
to  it;  and  a  negotiation  with  them  to  eSSbei  that  object  was 
strongly  urged.  To  this  the  President  was  unwilling  to 
assent,  as  it  would  have  been  in  disregard  of  the  guaranty 
given  to  the  Indians  in  the  treaty  of  Prairie  du  Chien,  and 
might  be  considered  by  them  as  the  first  step  in  a  series  of 
efforts  to  obtain  possession  of  their  new  country.  Appre- 
ciating, however,  the  force  of  the  considerations  that  prompt- 
ed the  application,  he  consented  that  the  subject  of  a  cession 
should  be  submitted  to  the  Indians,  with  an  explanation  of 
the  reasons  that  rendered  it  a  question  of  interest  to  the 
State  of  Missouri;  but  no  change  was  to  be  urged  upon,  or 
required  of  them;  if  they  preferred  to  retain  the  land,  their 
possession  of  it  would  not  be  disturbed.  In  accordance 
with  these  views,  a  negotiation  was  opened  by  General  Clark 
with  the  lowas  and  the  Sacs  of  Missouri,  who,  sensible,  as 
they  stated,  that  **  from  the  local  position  of  the  lands  in 
question,  they  can  never  be  made  available  for  Indian  pur- 
poses," relinquished  their  rights  therein.  Advices  have 
also  been  received,  that  the  respective  agents  for  the  Sacs 
and  Foxes,  the  Yancton  and  Santie  Sioux,  Omahas,  Ottoes, 
and  Missourias,  have  obtained  the  assent  of  those  Indians 
to  this  measure.  The  agent  for  the  Sioux  of  the  Missis- 
sippi has  not  yet  reported. 

The  treaty  made  with  the  Chippewas  of  Saginaw  du- 
ring the  last  winter  not  having  received  the  sanction  of  the 
Senate,  the  acting  superintendent  of  Indian  affidrs  in 
Michigan,  who  reported  that  there  [was  a  prospect  of  a 
fiivoreble  result,  has  been  authorised  to  effs^  a  new  ar- 
rangement with  them,  upon  principles  that  will  obviate  the 
objections  to  the  former  one. 

A  treaty  has  been  conchided  with  four  bands  of  the  Potta- 
waiamies  residing  in  the  State  of  Indtaaay  extingoiahing 


their  title  to  twenty-two  aeetioiis  of  land,  reaorved  for  them 
in  the  treaties  of  October,  1838,  but  it  has  not  yet  been  re- 
ceived. The  agent  has  reported  that  similar  pHicbases  from 
other  bands  wUl  probably  be  efiecled. 

Measures  have  been  taken,  with  a  view  to  opening  a  ne- 
gotiation with  the  Miamies  for  the  relinqaishmcnt  of  their 
lands  in  Indiana,  in  aocordanoe  with  a  reaolatum  of  the 
Senate  at  its  last  session. 

Another  resolution  of  the  Senate  requested  tiie  Presideni 
to  propose  to  the  Indiana,  parties  to  the  tzeai^  of  Chkago 
of  1833,  an  exchange  of  the  lands  north  of  the  Miaaouri  riv- 
er,  assigned  to  them  by  that  treaty,  for  lands  soulfa  of  it  As 
no  uipropriation  was  made  for  tlds  object,  and  a  pvt  of 
the  Indians  had  emigrated,  a  part  were  lenoving  and  a  part 
were  in  Illinois,  the  instructions  to  the  sub-agent  merely 
directed  him  to  seek  interviews  with  them,  and  to  asov- 
tain  their  dispositions  in  respect  to  it,  and  to  report  them 
in  season  for  the  action  of  Congress,  should  it  become  n«' 


The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representativas  of  July 
Ist,  1836,  requesting  the  President  of  the  United  States 
<*to  cause  such  measures  lo  be  taken  for  in^Fcatigatui^ 
alleged  frauds  in  the  purchase  of  the  resarvationa  of  tint 
Creek  Indians^  and  the  causea  of  their  present  haatiHtka," 
received  his  immediate  attention.  The  honorable  Thomas 
H.  Crawford,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  AUred  Bakh,  Esq.,  ot 
Tennessee,  were  selected  for  the  performanea  of  this  doty, 
and  they  were  authorized  to  call  for  the  pmff  innsl  ser- 
vices of  the  United  States  district  attorneys  in  Geocgia  aad 
Alabama,  whenever  they  required  them.  Thay  ware  fur- 
nished with  copies  of  the  papers  on  file  or  on  raeord  in  this 
office  connected  with  the  subject,  and  with  anqde  instiuc* 
tions  and  duwrationary  power.  They  met  at  Columbus 
in  September,  and  have  since  been  engaged  in  the  acri«« 
prosecution  of  their  labors.  From  advices  raceivedfirom  them, 
dated  October  14th,  it  is  presumed  that  their  report  on  the 
causes  of  the  hostilities  will  be  transmitted  at  an  early  day 
in  die  approaching  session.  It  will  be  immediately  laid  be- 
fore you,  upon  its  reception.  The  other  subjects  eouunii- 
ted  to  them  will  necessarily  occupy  more  tioke.  The  hi^ 
characten  of  these  gentlemen  will  ensure  to  tbeir  reports 
the  confidence  of  the  country. 

The  reservations  provided  for  the  Creek  Indiana  in  the 
treaty  with  them  of  March  84,  1838,  have  all  be^  located. 
Contracts  for  the  sale  of  a  number  of  them,  equal  in  quan- 
tity to  1,231  sectioiu,  have'been  approved  by  the  Preauleni. 
The  approval  of  these  conveyances  was  suspended  by  his 
direction  in  April,  1885,  when  allegationa  of  fraud  were 
made,  and  it  will  not  be  resumed  until  the  pfeaent  invefr- 
tigation  of  these  chargea  and  the  causea  of  the  hoatilxtiea, 
is  terminated.  The  number  of  contracts  certified  and  trans- 
mitted to  this  office,  upon  which  he  has  not  acted,  ta  2,627. 
Subsequent  to  the  above  date,  the  certifying  agenta  were 
authorised  to  proceed  in  the  discharge  of  their  dutiea.  Gen- 
eral Jesup  was  also  empowered  to  appoint  agenta  for  thii 
purpose,  and  to  permit  an  arrangement  to  be  made  widi 
the  chiefr,  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands  that  had  not  been 
sold,  or  the  sale  of  which  had  been  contested,  ^provided, 
that  in  the  latter  case,  no  title  previously  acquired  by  pur- 
chase, and  which  should  not  be  impeached,  should  be  in- 
juriously afifocted.  Under  thia  authority,  an  agreemeoi 
has  been  entered  into  for  the  sale  of  a  large  number  of  sec- 
tions, the  previous  contracts  for  which  had  been  diluted 
Upon  this  agreement  the  President  has  not  yet  acted,  for- 
ther  information  being  deemed  necessary  preparatory  to  hii 
dedsion.  The  commisaonera,  now  in  the  Creek  countrv, 
have  likewise  been  authoriaed  to  employ  certifying  agcoti. 
The  object  of  all  these  measures  has  been  to  obviate^  bf 
every  practicable  means,  the  objectians  of  the  Cra^s  to 
remove,  founded  upon  their  wish  to~  dispoae  first  of  thai 
lands.  The  hostilities  that  commenced  in  May  last,  resok- 
ed  in  the  removal^of  neaily  the  whol^  nation  before 
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object  could  be  accomplished^  and  it  is  now  more  difficult 
to  effect  it  in  anj  satisfactory  manner.  But  the  efforts  of 
the  commisaioners  and  of  the  Executive  will  be  directed  to 
it,  with  an  earnest  solicitude  to  adopt  that  course  which 
will  most  certainly  secure  to  the  Indians  who  have  remain- 
ed peaceable,  the  full  value  of  their  lands,  and  the  advaiita- 
goa  of  every  beneficial  stipulation  of  the  trea^.  Twelve 
of  the  sections  reserved  for  the  orphans  have  been  sold, 
and  the  remainder  of  them  will  be  disposed  of  under  the 
direction  of  the  commissionera,  and  the  proceeds  of  the 
whole  invested  in  pubHc  stocks. 

A  special  commissioner  has  been  appointed  to  certify 
contracts  for  the  safe  of  reservations  under  the  treaty  with 
the  Choctaw  Indians  of  September  27th,  1830,  and  to  re- 
ceive the  proof  of  residence  for  five  years^  which,  by  the 
terms  of  the  14th  article  of  the  treaty,  is  necessary  to  en- 
title the  reeerveea  to  patents.  This  subject  has  become  of 
a  difficult  and  complex  character,  in  consequence  of  cir* 
cuiDstances  to  which  I  will  briefly  advert. 

Immediately  after  the  ratification  of  tlie  treaty,  the  Choc- 
taws  who  were  desirous  to  emigrate,  were  anxious  to  di»- 
pooe  of  their  lands.     As  the  reserves  provided  for  them  had 
not  been  located,  they  sold  their  rights.     A  few  of  the  con- 
vejuneoB  made  by  them  were  certified  by  the  Indian  agent; 
bot  when  he  declined  continuing  the  practice,  in  conse- 
qaence  of  tiie  want  of  auth(»ity  from  t]^e  proper  depart- 
ment, they  were  certified  by  citizens.     The  Indians  remo-- 
Tad,  and  dieir  reservations  wore  subsequently  located  upon 
the  applications  of  the  purchasers.    The  existence  of  these 
insftnimeate  was  nok  known  here  until  the  last  session  of 
Congreas.     No  certain  evidence  could  then  be  discovered 
that  eonveyancea  had  ever  been  directed,  or  the  mode  of 
executing  them  preacribed  by  the  Executive.     Some  of 
them  weie  at  that  time  presented,  and  the  dqiaitment  was 
called  upon  to  adopt  some  measures  by  which  the  titie  of 
the  purchaser  could  be.  perfected.    It  waaobvioua  that  the 
subject  could  be  acted  upon  properly  only  in  the  Indian 
couDtxj.     There  only  could  the  identity  of  the  vendor,  his 
rig^t  to  the  land  sold,  the  adequacy  of  the  conaiderationf 
its  payment  in  good  faith,  and  the  fatmeas  of  the  transac- 
tion,  be  ascertained.     The  commissioner  who  has  been  ap- 
pointed (A.  y.  Brown,  Esq.,  of  Tennessee)  has  been  fully 
instrocted  upon  all  points  connected  with  his  duties,  and 
requested  to  execute  them  vrith  all  the  despatch  consistent 
witb  correctness,  as  their  early  completion  was  important 
to  the  h<rfders  of  these  Indian  conveyances,  who,  meantime, 
woald  not  be  able  to  obtain  patents,  and  might  be  disturb- 
ed in  their  possession  by  legal  process. 

The  location  of  reservations  under  this  treaty  has  not 
been  completed,  principaUy  in  consequence  of  the  difficulty 
the  agents  experienced  in  procuring  plata  of  the  surveys, 
the  dilatory  manner  in  which  the  Indians  or  their  assignees 
applied  to  have  them  made,  and  the  obstacles  in  the  way 
of  tdentiiying  the  tracta  to  which  the  Indian  had  entitled 
himself  under  the  nineteenth  article,  by  cultivating  them. 
Inatriieiions  have  been  given  for  the  vigorous  prosecution 
of  this  busmess,  which  it  is  hoped  will  ensure  its  early  ful- 
filment. 

The  execution  of  those  provisions  of  the  treaties  of  Octo- 
ber 30,  1882,  and  May  24,  1834,  vrith  the  Chickaaaws, 
Trblch  are  to  be  carried  into  efiect  prior  to  their  removal,  is 
nearly  oompleted.  Two  effi^rta  have  been  made,  unsuccess- 
faUy»  by  these  Indians,  to  procure  a  part  of  the  Choctaw 
country  weat  of  the  Mississippi  for  their  permanent  resi- 
dence; a  third  has  recently  been  aanctioned  by  the  Preai- 
dent,  from  which  a  more  ftvorable  result  is  anticipated. 
ThB  lands  ceded  by  them  have  been  surveyed,  and  the  rea- 
ewationa  provided  for  the  different  classes  of  Indians  have 
Jycen  located.     At  thedate  of  the  latest advioea  the  sales  of 
tHe  lands  amounted  to  $1,080,116  61,  and  of  the  reaarva- 
tions,  to  i2»919,608  50.     Of  the  first  amount,  $316,000 
liATe  been  invested  in  Alabama  State  bonds,  and  f216,000 


in  Tennessee  State  bonds,  the  interest  upon  which,  at  five 
per  cent,  is  payable  in  New  York  and  I'hiladelphia  semi- 
annually. Of  the  second  amount,  anangements  have  been 
made  for  the  investment  of  $385,000  at  the  same  rate.  It 
may  be  safely  estimated  that  the  whole  pnx^eds  of  the 
lands  will  give  the  Chickaaaws  a  national  fund,  not  much 
less  than  three  millions  of  dollars,  the  income  firom  which 
will  enable  them  to  place  themselves  in  a  state  of  enviable 
proq>erity.  And  in  addition,  there  will  be  a  large  amount 
of  individual  wealth,  derived  from  the  sale  of  the  reserva- 
tions. 

Immediately  after  the  adjournment  of  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  measures  were  taken  to  carry  into  efifect  the  trea- 
ty with  the  Cherokees  residing  east  of  the  Mississippi,  of 
December  29,  1836.  Major  Benjamin  F.  Currey,  super- 
intendent of  emigration,  was  authorised  to  select  as  many 
persons  to  ^>praise  the  improvements  of  the  Indians  as 
might  be  necessary,  and  to  direct  their  operationa.  He  has 
divided  the  ceded  country  into  seven  districts,  and  has  ap- 
pointed the  requisite  number  of  agents  and  interpreters. 
Many  of  the  gentlemen  selected  by  1dm  as  agents,  have  been 
heretofore  placed  in  stationa  of  respolisibility  by  the  suffira- 
ges  of  their  fellow-citizens;  they  are  now  actively  engaged 
in  bringing  to  a  close  the  business  confided  to  them.  Gov- 
ernor Lumpkin,  of  Georgia,  and  General  Carroll,  of  Ten** 
nessee,  were,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Senate,  commission- 
ed to  examine  the  various  classes  of  claims  for  which  pro- 
vision was  made  in  the  treaty.  General  Carroll  having  de- 
clined thia  appointment,  in  consequent  of  the  duty  devolved 
upon  him  under  the  treaty  with  the  Chickaaaws  of  1834, 
and  of  ill  health,  John  Kennedy,  Esq.,  of  Tennessee,  has 
been  commissioned  in  his  place.  In  the  absence  of  Gen- 
eral Carroll,  Governor  Lumpkin  proceeded  to  make  all 
practicable  arrangements  for  commencing  and  completing  the 
dutiea  intrusted  to  them;  and  he  baa  reported  that  he  had 
made  such  progress  that  the  execution  of  them  can  be 
promptly  completed  after  the  arrival  of  his  associate.  In- 
dications of  a  disposition,  on  the  part  of  a  portion  of  the 
Cherokees,  to  prevail  upon  a  majority  of  the  nation  to  con- 
sider the  treaty  as  not  binding  upon  them,  induced  the 
President,  at  an  early  day,  to  direct  that  a  requisition  should 
be  made  upon  the  State  of  Tennesaee,  under  the  volun- 
teer act  of  the  last  session,  for  a  military  force,  to  he  em- 
ployed in  the  Cherokee  country,  and  Bt  Brig.  Gen.  Wool 
was  asaigned  to  the  command.  A  general  supervisory  au- 
thority over  the  execution  of  all  the  provisions  of  the  treaty, 
and  all  agents  employed  therein,  as  ample  as  was  consistent 
with  the  constitutional  duty  of  the  President,  was  confided 
to  the  commiasioners.  General  Wool  was  instructed  to  pro- 
cure, and  cause  to  be  issued,  the  provisions  and  clothing 
stipulated  in  the  eighteenth  article  to  be  delivered  to  the  In- 
dians, as  an  advance  of  the  annuity  of  the  nation  for  two 
years.  In  the  execution  of  their  several  duties,  the  com- 
missioners and  the  commanding  genera]  were  directed  to 
invite  the  co-operation  of  the  twelve  penons  designated  in 
the  twelfth  article  of  the  treaty  to  act  as  the  agenta  of  the 
Cherokees^  in  relation  to  every  measure  connected  with  ita 
fulfilment  Of  these,  a  part  only  have  accepted  this  trust; 
the  others,  who  are  repreaented  to  be  personally  attached  to 
Mr.  John  Ross,  and  subject  to  Ms  influence,  have  declined. 
The  conduct  of  Mr.  Ross,  in  other  respects,  has  been  equally 
calculated,  if  not  designed,  to  prevent  the  execution  of  the 
treaty.  A  council  has  been  called  by  him,  at  which(it  has  been 
made  known  to  tlus  department)  resolutions  were  offered 
and  adopted,  declaring  the  treaty  to  be  a  fraud  upop  the  Gov- 
ernment, the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Chero- 
kees themselves;  an  instrument,  concluded  by  persons  not 
possessed  of  competent  authority,  and  null  and  void  firom 
Its  inception.  To  give  efiusct  to  these  resolutions,  a  depu- 
tation vras  appointed,  with  Mr.  Ross  at  its  head,  to  visit  this 
city  during  the  approachmgaession  of  Congreaa,  with  a  view 
to  obtain  some  modification  of  the  existing  treaty,  or  a  new 
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one.  The  same  deputation  was  empowered  to  proceed  to 
the  country  west  of  the  MissiBBippi,  to  invite  a  co-operation 
of  the  western  Cherokecs  in  accomplishing  these  objects. 
Recognising  the  treaty  as  binding  upon  both  parties,  and  its 
execution,  after  its  ratification  by  the  Senate,  as  imperative 
upon  himself,  the  President  directed  that  his  determination 
to  carry  into  effect  all  its  provisions  promptly,  and  to  the 
fullest  extent,  should  be  made  known  to  the  Cherokees  in 
the  strongest  and  most  explicit  terms.  He  also  directed 
them  to  be  informed  that  no  communication  wt>uld  be  held, 
either  orally  or  in  writing,  with  any  deputation  that  might 
come  to  this  place  with  a  view  to  delay  or  prevent  its  ful- 
filment; that  if  such  deputation  should  go  to  the  West, 
to  obtain  the  assistance  of  the  western  Cherokees,  they 
would  be  arrested  and  tried  under  that  article  of  the  act  reg- 
ulating trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes,  which 
imposes'a  penalty  upon  <*any  person  who  shall  deliver  any 
speech,  message,  or  letter  to  any  Indian  nation,  tribe,  chief, 
or  individual,  with  an  intent  to  produce  a  contravention  or 
infraction  of  any  treaty  or  law  of  the  United  States,  or  to 
disturb  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  United  States.''  Re- 
garding the  discussion  of  the  validity  of  the  treaty  as  pre- 
cluded by  the  signatures  of  the  representatives  of  the  Cher- 
okees, the  ratification  of  the  Senate,  an<yiis  own  proclama- 
tion, he  farther  directed  that  no  council  of  the  Indians 
should  be  permitted  to  assemble,  or  continue  in  session  for 
the  purpose  of  such  discussion.  Earnestly  soUcitous  that 
all  the  beneficial  provisions  of  the  treaty  should  be  enjoyed 
by  the  Cherokees,  without  any  interruption  of  harmony  and 
peace,  he  directed  the  most  vigorous  movements  on  the  pait 
of  the  several  agents;  and  that,  in  no  event,  should  force  be 
employed,  unless  the  measures  of  the  Cherokees  should  in- 
dicate a  disposition  to  prevent  its  execution,  even  at  the 
hazard  of  actual  hostilities. 

The  assent,  in  writing,  of  the  Ottawas  and  Chippewas 
to  the  modifications  in  the  treaty  with  them  of  March  28th, 
1836,  required  by  the  terms  of  the  ratification  of  the  Sen- 
ate, has  been  received  and  transmitted  to  the  Department 
of  State.  Accompanying  this  paper  was  a  memorial  of  the 
chiefs,  explanatory  of  their  views  respecting  the  amendment 
in  the  8th  article,  and  expressing  their  desire  that  an  ar- 
rangement might  be  made  for  their  permanent  settlement 
on  the  head-waters  of  the  Mississippi.  To  accomplish  this 
object,  they  request  that  a  negotiation  may  be  opened  with 
the  Chippewas  west  of  Lake  Superior  and  noith  of  Rum 
river. 

Before  information  of  the  assent  having  been  given  was 
received,  measures  were  taken  to  procure  the  goods  and  pro- 
visions stipulated  to  be  furnished  these  Indians  in  the  4th 
article  of  the  treaty.  Proposals  to  deliver  them  upon  con- 
tracts at  Michilimackinac  were  invited,  in  the  event  of  the 
amendment  in  the  ratification  being  agreed  to.  One  hun- 
dred and  thirty-nine  thousand  dollars  were  invested  in  goods 
in  New  York,  which  were  distributed  to  the  Indians  under 
the  supervision  of  the  agent,  the  quartermaster  at  Detroit, 
and  the  commissioner  appointed  to  investigate  claims.  The 
most  satisfactory  assurances  have  been  received  that  in 
quantity,  quality,  and  adaptation  to  the  wants  and  tastes  of  the 
Indians,  they  were  such  as  the  Government  ought  to  have 
purchased,  and  that  the  Indians  were  well  pleased  with 
them.  Provisions,  to  the  amount  of  eight  thousand  dol- 
lars, were  procured  in  Detroit,  and  issued  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  same  gentlemen. 

The  examination  of  the  claims  of  the  half-breeds  was 
committed  to  John  W.  Edmonds,  Esq.,  of  New  York;  that 
of  the  debts  of  the  Indians  to  the  agent,  in  conformity  with 
the  treaty,  and  Mr.  Edmonds  and  Major  Whiting  were  re- 
quested to  co-operate  with  him.  This  duty  was  completed 
on  the  29th  September,  but  the  official  reports  have  not 
been  received.  Most  of  the  payments,  in  lieu  of  reserva- 
Uons,  provided  for  in  the  9  th  article,  have  been  made  here, 
upon  the  drafts  of  the  individuals  designated.  Arrangements 


will  be  made  for  giving  effect  to  the  beneficial  stipulttioiM 
in  the  treaty  relating  to  education,  mtisions,  agricuiturtlu- 
sistance,  and  mechanical  establishments,  as  soon  u  the  re- 
quisite information  can  be  procured. 

The  execution  of  those  provisions  of  the  treaty  with  the 
Swan-creek  and  Black-river  bands  of  Chippewas,  of  the  9th 
of  May,  1836,  which  relate  to  the  survey  and  sale  of  the 
lands  ceded,  and  the  investment  of  the  proceeds,  has  been 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  by  direction  of  the 
President. 

A  similar  course  has  been  adopted  In  regard  to  the  sot- 
vpy  and  sale  of  the  land  ceded  by  the  treaty  with  the  Wy- 
andots  of  April  23,  1836.     The  survey  has  been  comple- 
ted, and  a  proclamation  will  soon  be  issued  for  the  sale. 
4  th.  <<  Of  the  number  of  schools  established  in  ike  Indian 

country." 

This  information,  which  i^'  embraced  in  the  statemeot 
marked  £,  together  with  that  in  statements  F  and  G,  re- 
specting kindred  subjects  is  necessarily  very  imperfect. 
This  arises,  in  part,  from  the  remissness  of  the  societies  and 
persons  in  charge  of  those  institutions,  in  transmitting  the 
statements  annually  required  of  them;  a  lemissness  >vhich 
measures  will  be  taken  to  cheeky  and  as  far  as  practicable, 
to  prevent.  The  communications  that  have  bc«n  received 
upon  this  subject  show  the  existence  of  a  strong  desire 
among  the  tribes  generally  for  the  education  of  their  chil- 
dren. The  Chippewas  and  Ottawas  in  the  Nortimest  de- 
sired that  a  very  liberal  provision  should  be  made  for  this 
object,  in  the  laist  treaty  concluded  with  them.  The  united 
nation  of  Chippewas,  Ottawas,  and  Pottawatamies,  trho 
are  emigrating  from  Illinois,  have  prefenred  an  earnest  n- 
quest,  that  the  interest  of  seventy  thousand  dollars,  appro- 
priated for  education  under  the  treaty  with  them  of  Septem- 
ber 26,  1833,  may  be  applied  to  the  support  of  schools  in 
the  country  to  wluch  they  are  removing.  Even  more  am- 
ple means  were  set  apart  for  this  purpose  in  the  treaty  vith 
the  Cherokees  of  December  29,  1835.  The  schools  among 
the  Choctaws  are  favorite  institutions  with  theni;  and,  un- 
der the  teaching  of  competent  men,  and  the  supervision  of 
a  vigilant  agent,  have  produced  and  are  producing  essential 
benefits.  The  Shawnees  and  Delawares  have  been  impro- 
ved by  the  labors  of  the  instructera  who  for  many  years 
have  lived  with  them.  The  western  Creeks  have  recently 
manifested  a  disinclination  to  the  residence  of  roiasionaries 
among  them;  an^d  the  acting  superintendent  having  con- 
firmed the  facts  alleged  as  £e  cause  of  this  feeling,  they 
have  been  desired  to  leave  the  nation.  Minor  institutions 
exist  among  the  Ottoes,  Omahas,  and  Sioux,  which  are  yet 
in  their  infancy,  but  are  &vorably  regarded  by  those  tribes. 
The  civilization  fund  is  distributed  principally  with  a  tkv 
to  the  improvement  of  those  Indians  residing  upon  the  re- 
mote frontier,  and  those  for  whom  no  provision  has  been 
made  by  treaty.  The  sums  allowed  have  been  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  various  societies  by  whom  teach' 
ers  have  l^een  employed. 

In  all  these  establishments,  instruction  in  mechanical 
arts  and  in  agriculture  is  combined  with  intellectual  colu- 
vation.  There  is  an  increasing  disposition  among  the  h- 
dians  to  have  them  located  in  their  own  country,  wheie 
they  become  objects  of  common  feeling  and  interest,  and  the 
ties  of  family  and  kindred  are  not  separated  or  ''^**^^?f. 

My  recent  connexion  with«thi8  office  has  not  permitted 
me  to  make  myself  acquainted  with  the  operation  of  all  the 
provisions  of  &e  laws  relating  to  Indian  afliiirs;  but  some 
changes  that  are  desirable,  and  some  evils  for  which  a  rem- 
edy is  required,  are  of  so  obvious  a  character  that  I  bef 
leave  to  present  them. 

The  2d  section  of  the  act  of  30th  June,  1884,  for  the  or- 
ganization of  the  department  of  Indian  a&irs,  provides  thit 
there  shall  be  a  superintendency  for  all  the  Indian  co°""J 
not  within  the  bounds  of  any  State  or  Territory  west  of  tw 
river  Mississippi,  and  that  the  superintendent  shall  reside  it 
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8l  Looifl.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  for  your  consid- 
eration  the  expediency  of  removing  Che  site  of  this  superin- 
tendency  to  Fort  Leavenworth^  or  some  other  point  on  the 
Missouri  river.  One  principal  reason  for  its  continuance 
at  8t.  Louts  has  been  the  necessity  of  having  a  competent 
officer  at  the  point  to  which  most  of  the  tribes  emigrating 
to  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi  would  proceed  and  at 
which  means  for  their  transportation  and  subsistence  could 
be  conveniently  procured.  This  reason  now  hardly  exists, 
a  majority  of  those  tribes  having  removed,  and  the  system 
of  removal  being  so  organized,  that  each  party  of  those  who 
are  yet  to  emigrate  will  be  attended  by  persons  able  to  make 
every  necessary  arrangement  for  it.  The  employment  of 
the  quartermaster  at  St.  Louis,  as  the  disbursing  officer  in 
that  section  of  the  Indian  department,  has  relieved  the  su  • 
pezintendency  of  one  considerable  branch  of  its  business; 
and  the  creation  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin  has  greatly 
reduced  its  limits.  This  arrangement  would  enable  tiie  su- 
perintendent to  inform  himself  of  the  conduct  of  the  agents, 
the  condition  of  the  agencies  and  of  the  Indians,  and  when 
necessary,  to  visit  them  in  person.  The  department  would 
then  have  the  benefit  of  his  opinionss  founded  upon  his  own 
observation  and  knowledge,  upon  all  measures  recommend- 
ed by  the  agents  or  sub-agents,  and  upon  all  requests  prefer- 
red by  the  Indians. 

The  4th  section  of  the  same  act  designated  the  tribes  for 
which  full  agents  should  be  appointed.  The  western 
Creeks,  western  Cherokees,  and  Osages  were  not  included, 
and  sub-agents  were  appointed  for  them,  under  the  author- 
ity given  to  the  Presideixt  in  the  5th  section;  and  sulise- 
quently  the  Senocas  and  the  Senecas  and  Shawnees  were 
placed  under  General  8toke»,  the  sub-agent  for  the  Chero- 
kees. He  has  transmitted  a  strong  statement,  which  is  con- 
curred in  by  General  Arbuckle,  of  the  inconveniences  of 
this  arrangement  and  of  the  onerous  nature  of  his  duties. 
Upon  further  examination  it  may  be  found  expedient  to  es- 
tablish a  new  sub-agency,  to  include  the  Senecas,  the  uni- 
ted bands  of  Senecas  and  Shawnees,  and  the  Quapaws,  who 
are  at  present  attached  to  the  sub-agency  for  the  Osages. 
These  bands  have  an  aggregate  population  of  about  1,000 
persons;  they  occupy  adjoining  reservations  upon  the  Ar- 
kansas river,  and  are  about  ninety  miles  from  the  site  of  the 
sub -agency.  They  have  millers  and  smiths  and  stock, 
which  require  the  personal  care  and  inspection  of  some  offi- 
cer of  the  Government.  This  measure  seems  to  be  called 
for  also  by  the  approaching  emigration  of  the  Cherokees  re- 
aiding  east  of  the  Mississippi.  There  are  5,800  Cherokees 
no^f  west  of  that  river,  and  preparations  have  been  made,  as 
stated  in  a  preceding  part  of  this  report,  for  the  removal  of 
those  east  of  it.  The  duties  connected  with  the  settlement 
of  these  emigrants,  the  execution  of  the  provisions  of  the 
late  and  former  treaties,  involving  the  examination  of  a  vast 
amount  of  claims  for  spoliations,  removal,  &c.,  will  be  suffi- 
ciently arduous  for  one  person.  Tko  difficult  character  of 
theee  duties,  and  the  responsibilities  they  impose,  seem,  in 
my  judgment,  to  render  it  proper  to  appoint  a  full  agent  for 
this  tribe.  I  respectfully  submit  this  proposition  for  your 
consideration. 

I  would  make  a  similar  recommendation  in  regard  to  the 
Oreeks.  The  considerations  in  this  case  are  even  stronger 
ttian  in  the  preceding.  The  Creeks,  like  the  Cherokees, 
have  claims  to  a  large  amount  to  be  adjusted,  and  large 
establishments  to  be  inspected  and  maintained  in  operation. 
But  the  conclusive  reason  for  the  measure  is  the  vast  acces- 
sion to  their  numbers  occasioned  by  the  removal  of  the 
friendly  Seminoles  and  of  the  eastern  Creeks.  It  will  bo  a 
laborious  work  to  carry  into  effect  tlie  treaties  with  those 
tribes.  It  will  be  a  task  of  greater  delicacy  and  difficulty 
to  allay  the  irritated  feelings  of  those  so  recently  engaged  in 
active  hostilities,  and  to  establish  and  preserve  amicable  re- 
lations between  them  and  the  Creeks  who  emigrated  in  for- 
xxi^r  years. 


The  duties  of  the  sub-agent  for  the  Osages,  even  if  the 
Quapaws  shall  be  withdrawn  from  Ms  charge,  will  be  suffi- 
ciently arduous  to  warrant  the  substitution  of  a  full  agency. 
This  tribe,  unlike  the  others  in  the  Western  superintenden- 
cy,  live  by  the  chase:  they  commit  depredations  to  supply  the 
wants  attendant  upon  this  uncertain  mode  of  existence,  and 
hostilities  between  themselves  and  other  Indians  are  the 
consequence.  These  collisions  require  constant  vigilance 
on  the  part  of  the  agent,  and  impose  upon  him  no  ordinary 
responsibility.  I  therefore  ask  your  &vorable  consideration 
of  this  suggestion. 

The  agent  for  the  Choctaws  is  the  acting  superintendent 
for  all  the  Indians  residing  south  of  the  northern  line  of  the 
Osage  reservation.  He  has  been  assigned  to  this  duty  un- 
der the  authority  given  to  the  President  in  the  thirtieth  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  June  30,  1634,  for  regulating  trade  and 
intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes.  The  business  thus 
devolved  upon  him  is  extensive  and  complicated.  The  full 
extracts  made  from  his  reports  for  this  year  in  this  commu- 
nication, prove  that  it  is  ably  and  faithfully  executed.  It 
will  be  greatly  augmented  by  the  settlement  within  his 
limits  of  the  Creeks  who  have  emigrated,  and  of  the  Cher- 
kees,  who  are  under  treaty  stipulations  to  emigrate.  If  no 
territorial  government  be  created,  this  increase  of  duties 
will  render  proper,  in  my  judgment,  an  increase  of  com- 
pensation, and  I  respectfully  request  your  approval  of  this 
measure. 

The  proviso  to  the  act  '*  making  additional  appropria" 
tiona  for  the  Delaware  breakwater,**  dtc,  approved  March 
3,  1836,  operates  harshly  upon  the  military  officers  em- 
ployed  in  the  Indian  department,  and  will  continue  so  to 
operate,  so  long  as  it  shall  be  determined  to  adhere  to  the 
present  system  of  disbursement.  Under  the  regulations 
prescribed  by  the  President  in  the  summer  of  1832,  for  the 
removal  of  Indians,  and  those  for  the  payment  of  annui- 
ties, of  July,  1834,  all  disbursements  have  been  made  by 
military  men.  Thelimount  of  these  may  be  gathered  from 
the  amount  of  the  appropriations,  which,  for  the  last  five 
years,  has  averaged  more  than  three  millions  of  dollars. 
Those  for  the  present  year  amounted  to  $8,431,000. 

There  are  three  principal  points  to  which  remittances  are 
made:  Detroit,  St.  Louis,  and  Little  Rock. 

To  the  first  are  sent  the  funds  for  the  agencies  in  Michi- 
gan, Illinois,  and  part  of  those  in  the  Territory  of  Wiscon- 
sin. From  that  place  they  are  forwarded  by  the  quarter- 
master stationed  there  to  the  several  points  of  disbursement. 
The  duties  required  of  this  officer,  since  the  close  of  tlio 
last  session  of  Congress,  have  been  peculiarly  laboriouti. 
In  addition  to  the  charge  of  the  usual  annual  appropriations, 
he  has  purchased  and  issued  the  provittions,  and  assisted  in 
the  distribution  of  the  goods  stipulated  to  be  furnished  to 
the  Ottawa  and  Chippewa  Indians,  under  the  treaty  with 
them  of  March  28,  1836;  been  associated  with  the  Indian 
agent  and  the  special  commissioner  in  the  adjustment  of 
claims  and  debts,  and  made  most  of  tlie  payments  called  for 
by  the  treaty,  the  reiuittances  on  account  of  which  amount- 
ed  to  $482,000. 

.  The  remittances  at  St.  Louis  include  the  funds  for  Uic 
agencies  in  that  superintendency,  and  those  in  that  of  Wis- 
consin, located  east  of  the  Missouri  and  upon  the  line  of  the 
Mississippi  rivers.  These  funds  are  forwarded  to  the  quar- 
termaster at  that  place,  and  transmitted  by  him  to  the 
assistant  quartermasters  at  the  several  military  posts.  To 
these  he  gives  instructions,^  and  from  them  he  receives  their 
accounts,  which  he  examines  before  transmitting  them-to 
this  office.  The  amount  sent  to  him  in  1835  and  1836 
was  $322,000. 

The  remittances  to  Little  Rock  include  the  funds  for  tho 
aq^cncies  in  the  Western  territory.  Those  are  procured  by 
tho  principal  disbursing  agent  upon  Treasury  warrants, 
payable  at  New  Orleans.  A  large  amount  of  specie  is  an- 
nually required  to  pay  tho  annuities  of  the  Indians.     Two 
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jowneys  in  each  year  are  always  neeearaiy,  and  hi  some 
instances  a  greater  number.  These  must  sometimes  be  made 
through  a  countiy  unexplored  and  but  thinly  settled,  and 
the  money  constantly  guarded.  When  it  reaches  Little 
Rock,  there  is  no  bank  in  which  it  can  be  deposited,  and 
the  officer  must  secure  it  in  the  bast  way  he  can,  until  the 
period  of  disbursing  it  This  disbursement  is  made  to  the 
Indians  by  military  officers,  acting  under  his  direction,  for 
whose  doings  he  is  responsible,  and  whose  accounts  are  ren- 
dered through,  and  examined  by  him.  Besides  the  ordi- 
nary Indian  expenditures,  he  is  charged  with  a  large  part 
of  those  for  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  emigrating  In- 
dians, and  for  the  purchase  of  various  articles  stipulated  to 
be  furnished  them.  The  amount  sent  to  this  point,  in  the 
last  and  present  years,  for  these  objects,  was  more  than 
$600,000.  A  reference  to  document  512,  of  the  first  ses- 
sion of  the  twenty-third  Congress,  printed  by  order  of  the 
Senate,  which  embraces  the  correspondence  with  him  be- 
tween the  30th  November,  1831,  and  the  27th  December, 
1833,  will  give  some  idea  of  the  laborious  and  responsible 
character  of  his  duties,  and  of  the  aMl'tty  with  which  they 
have  been  performed. 

The  attention  of  the  department  was  called  to  this  sub- 
ject by  the  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence,  in  his  report 
dated  November  12,  1835,  with  more  especial  reference  to 
the  compensation  of  officers  engaged  in  the  removal  of  In- 
dians. It  is  therein  stated,  that  prior  to  the  passage  of  the 
proviso,  there  had  been  allowed  to  a  principal  disbursing 
agent  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  a  quartermaster,  and  to 
disbursing  agents  those  of  an  assistant  quartermaster.  Cap- 
tain Brown,  the  disbursing  officer  at  Little  Rock,  was  the 
only  principal  disbursing  agent  to  whom  this  compensation 
had  been  paid.  These  allowances  had  all  been  cut  off  by 
the  proviso,  and  the  officers  selected  to  accompany  large  par- 
ties of  Indians  through  a  difficult  country,  and  to  provide 
for  their  wants,  had  not  since  received  any  remuneration  for 
these  arduous  services,  beyond  their  ordinary  emoluments. 
The  case  is  the  same  with  the  assistant  quartermasters  at 
military  posts  who  are  required  to  pay  annuities,  dec.  to  the 
Indians;  to  do  which,  they  are  often  obliged  to  take  with 
them  into  the  Indian  country  large  amounts  in  specie,  for 
the  safety  of  which  they  are  accountable. 

There  is  a  strong  analogy'  between  the  duties  required  of 
military  officers  in  this  branch  of  the  service  (particularly 
of  the  one  at  Little  Rock^  and  those  of  some  of  the  persons 
employed  in  the  sale  of  tne  public  domain,  which,  it  seems 
to  me,  should  ensure  to  this  subject  a  favorable  action. 
The  receivers  of  public  moneys  are  allowed  by  the  law  of 
May  20,  1828,  a  salary  of  $500,  and  one  per  cent,  on  the 
amount  received — the  whole  not  to  exceed  $3,000  per  an- 
num. The  act  of  May  22,  1836,  provided  <*  that  a  rea- 
sonable compensation  might  be  made  for  transporting  and 
depositing  the  money  received  by  them,  to  be  regulated 
according  to  the  actual  labor,  expense,  and  risk  of  such 
transportation  and  deposite."  Under  this  law,  one-tenth 
of  one  per  cent,  is  paid  them  for  every  ten  miles'  travel.  In 
a  large  majority  of  instances,  the  positions  of  the  receivers 
are  attended  with  fewer  risks  and  liabilities  than  that  of  the 
disbursing  agent  at  Little  Rock;  and  their  duties  (being 
homogeneous  in  their  character)  arc  lees  difficult  to  be  per- 
formed. Yet,  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances,  the 
pay  and  emoluments  of  this  agent  cannot  exceed  $1,600. 
Alter  a  careful  examination  of  the  matter,  in  all  its  aspects, 
I  beg  leave  to  recommend  that  a  commission  be  allowed  to 
all  military  officers  making  disbursements  in  the  Indian  de- 
partment, and  that  the  requisite  change  of  the  law  be  re- 
quested. 

The  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  the  re- 
port of  May,  1834,  say  they  <<  have  reason  to  believe  abuses 
have  existed,  in  relation  to  the  supply  of  goods  for  presents 
at  the  making  of  treaties,  or  to  fulfil  treaty  stipulations.*' 
In  accordance  wiUi  the  spirit  of  the  1 3th  section  of  the  act 


of  1834,  which  ^  was  framed  to  prevent  tiiese  abasM,  ^ 
general  appropriations  for  presents  and  provisions  are  in- 
vested, whenever  it  is  piAticable,  in  the  mode  therain  pre- 
scribed, and  the  articles  themselves,  instead  of  money,  are 
transported  to  the  several  'agencies,  to  be  distributed  to  the 
Indians. 

The  4th  section  of  the  act  of  June  86,  1634,  ^*io  rtgtt- 
late  trade  cmd intercourse  with  the  Indian  trihee,**  provides 
that  any  person  who  shall  introduce  goods  into  the  Indiaa 
country,  without  a  license,  *'  shall  forfeit  all  mcanchandlse 
offered  for  sale  to  the  Indians,  or  found  in  his  possession.** 
A  seizure  was  made  under  this  law  in  1685,  and  prosecu- 
tion commenced  in  the  United  States  district  court  in  the 
State  of  Miwoori.  The  department  was  advised  by  tiis 
district  attorney  in  December  last,  that  "on  argument,  the 
court  decided  tiiat  the  4th  section  gave  no  authority  to  the 
agent  to  seise  the  goods  taken  within  his  boundary  in  viola- 
tion  of  law;  that  the  words  *  shall  forfeit,'  did  not,  by  im- 
plication, empower  him  <  to  take  possession  thereof"  and 
and  ordered  die  goods  to  be  returned  to  the  owner.  Whe- 
ther this  decision  be  according  to  the  spirit  of  the  23d  and 
28th  sections  of  the  same  act,  and  the  general  authority 
given  in  the  7th  and  17th  sections  of  the  act  organizing  the 
Indian  department,  or  not,  it  is  respectfully  suggested  that, 
to  avoid  litigation,  it  may  be  expedient  to  procure  the  pu 
sage  of  an  amendatory  clause.  If  tlie  decision  of  the  court 
be  correct,  the  provisions  of  the  law  are  nugatory. 

It  has  been  found  that  the  legal  proceedings  under  ths 
the  20th  section  of  the  intercourse  act,  providing  penalties 
for  the  introduction  and  sale  of  ardent  spirits  and  wine  in 
the  Indian  countiy,  are  dilatory  and  expensive.  The  desir- 
ableness of  a  process  susceptible  of  more  prompt  and  les« 
costly  application  and  enforcement,  is  presented  for  yotii 
consideration.  The  establishment  of  a  tribunal  in  the  In- 
dian country,  a  measure  recommended  by  the  late  acting 
superintendent  in  1835,  might  obviate  the  neoesnty,  with 
the  attendant  inconvenience  and  expense  of  having  recoursr 
to  the  court  at  Little  Rock,  and  the  delay  occasioned  by  th» 
intervals  of  its  sessions.  The  latter  clause  of  this  section 
makes  it  lawful  *'  for  any  peraon  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  for  any  Indian,  to  take  and  destroy  any  ar- 
dent spirit  or  wine  found  in  the  Indian  country.*^  This 
provision  appears  to  have  been  considered  by  the  c<xnmit- 
tee  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  their  report  of  May, 
1834,  to  be  sufficient.  In  practice,  however,  it  has  be^ 
in  a  great  degree,  useless.  Reluctance  to  incur  the  odium 
or  revenge  of  individuals  has  probably  deterred  white  pri- 
sons from  exerting  this  power.  And  the  authority,  in  the 
hands  of  the  Indian,  is  dangerous  to  him  and  to  otibers.  To 
him,  if  exercised,  because  it  would  jeopardise  his  life;  and 
to  others,  because  it  exposes  all  their  property  to-  any  at- 
tacks his  ignorance  or  passion  may  prompt.  Besides,  leg^ 
process,  if  it  could  be  effectual,  would  be  more  in  conso- 
nance with  the  general  spirit  of  our  legislati<m. 

An  application  was  made  to  this  department  during  tb« 
last  session  of  Congress,  to  direct  the  agents  of  the  GoverD- 
ment  to  apprehend  and  deliver  to  the  owner  certain  slaves 
which  had  fled  from  him  and  taken  refuge  in  the  Indiac 
country.  The  authority  of  the  department  to  give  9mA 
direction,  it  was  determined  upon  full  consideration,  cculd 
not  be  maintained  under  the  existing  intercourse  lawr.  Tbe 
case  seems  to  me  to  call  for  some  legislative  provision. 

The  7th  section  of  that  law  imjjoses  a  penalty  upon  axv 
person  who  shall,  within  the  Indian  country,  purchase  vs 
receive  of  any  Indian  "  a  gun,  trap,  or  other  article  com- 
monly used  in  hunting,  any  instrument  of  husbamlry*  o: 
cooking  utensils."  I  would  suggest  the  expediency  of  ei- 
tending  this  provision,  so  as  to  prohibit  the  purchase  :«i 
other  species  of  property.  Among  those  Indians  who  o^a 
slaves,  there  is  a  jealous  feeling  upon  this  subject. 

The  attention  of  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions  of  th* 
House  of  Representatives  was  requested,  on  the  4th  -"1 
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June,  1886,  to  the  stipulation  in  the  I4th  article  of  the 
treaty  with  the  Cherokees  of  December  39th,  1835,  for  the 
payment  of  pdnsLona  to  *'  such  warriors  of  the  Cherokee 
nation  aa  were  engaged  in  the  late  waf  with  Great  Britain 
and  the  Southern  tribes  of  Indians,  and  who  were  wounded 
in  such  serrice;*'  but  no  law  was  passed.  It  is  desirable 
that  the  subject  should  be  acted  upon  at  an  early  day. 

The  3d  section  of  the  act  of  May  1st,  1830,  entitled  **  An 
act  in  rekUion  to  the  aeveraladsfor  the  utablUhment  and 
regtdationofthtTreamAry^  War,  and Naoy  Depatimenis,** 
proTidea  that  any  money  appropriated  for  this  department, 
which  "shaO  remain  unexpended  for  more  than  two  years 
after  the  expiration  of  the  calender  year  in  which  the  act 
of  appropriation  shall  have  been  passed,"  **  shall  be  carried 
to  the  surplus  fund."  This  prorision  operates  with  great 
inconvenience^  in  the  execution  of  the  branch  of  public  bu- 
sineM  committed  to  this  office.  From  the  character  of  the 
objects  for  which  appropriations  are  obtained,  the  necessary 
preliminary  investigations,  the  habits  of  the  Indians,  and 
the  remoteness  of  the  points  at  which  the  expenditures  are 
to  be  made,  it  is  frequently  embarrassing  to  comply  with 
this  requisition  of  the  law.  For  these  reasons  an  extension 
of  the  term  at  the  end  of  which  balancea  shall  be  carried  to 
the  surplus  fund,  is  desirable. 

During  the  last  session  of  Congress  this  department  was 
called  upon  to  state  the  quantity  of  Imd  acquind  by  treaties 
with  Indian  tribes,  and  the  amount  stipulated  to  be  paid 
for  it,  aince  the  4th  of  March,  1839.     With  the  data  in  iu 
poceeseion,  neither  branch  of  this  inquiry  could  be  answered 
correctly.     The  information  which  has  been  subsequently 
procured,  is  imbodied  in  tabular  statement  H,  appended  to 
this  report.     From  the  nature  of  iht  case  perfect  accuracnr 
cannot  he  ensured,  in  estimating  the  amount  of  the  consid- 
eration for  which  the  lands  were  ceded.     It  is  made  up  of 
permanent  annuities,  lands,  reservations  for  individuals,  ex- 
penses of  removal  and  subsistence,  merchandise,  mechani- 
cal  and  agricultural  establishments  and  implements.     The 
perxnsnent  annuities  have  been  commuted  at  five  per  cent.; 
lands  and  reservations,  valued  at  one  dollar  and  a  quarter 
per  acre;  expenses  of  removal  and  subsistence,  and  mer- 
chandise, put  down  at  the  amounts  appropriated  for  them, 
and  the  mechanical  and  agricultural  establishments,  at  the 
rates  fixed  in  the  act  of  Juno  SOth,  1884,  organizing  the 
Indism  department;  where  the  provision  for  these  last  is  per- 
manent, they  have' been  commuted  in  the  same  way  with 
the  soinuities. 

Xhe  general  result  is,  that  within  the  last  eight  years, 
93,401,687  acres  of  bind  have  been  ceded  by  the  Indians, 
for  ^v'hich  the  United  States  have  stipulated  to  give  them 
26,983,068  dollars  and  83,381,000  acres  of  land,  valued 
at  40,476,350  dollars,  making  the  whole  consideration 
67,458,318  dolUn. 

rrhe  obvious  reflection  suggested  by  these  facts,  is  the 
increased  liberality  and  kindness  of  the  United  States  in  its 
interoonrse  with  Ae  aboriginal  people.  In  1789,  General 
Knox,  in  a  communication  addrcMed  to  the  President  of 
tlie  United  States,  remarked,  that  as  the  settlements  shall 
approach  near  to  the  Indian  boundaries  established  by  trea^ 
:ies,  "they  will  be  willing  to  sell  further  tracts  for  small 
^onaxderations. ''  An  examination  of  the  earlier  treaties  will 
plxo^v'  how  little  proportion  the  sums  paid  bore  to  the  quan- 
i-ty  and  value  of  the  land  acquired.  Ten,  twenty,  or  Uiirty 
:>ent0  per  acre  were  seldom  exceeded.  The  average  sum, 
Mti^  in  the  period  embraced  in  the  annexed  statement,  is 
,^^cnty-two  cents  per  acre.  In  the  late  treaties  with  the 
J  tiiekasaws  and  some  other  tribes,  the  provisions  have  been 
v^n  munificent,  the  United  States  having  given  to  them 
[xc  ^whole  nett  proceeds  of  their  lands. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  HARRIS, 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
IS  on.  B.  F.  BtTTLxn,  Secretary  of  War  ad  interim. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  NAVY. 

Natt  Depabtxxht, 

December  8,  1886. 
To  the  PaxsinxHT  of  the  United  States,- 

Sib:  In  presenting  for  your  consideration  at  this  time, 
the  condition  of  our  navy  for  the  past  year,  I  am  enabled 
to  assure  you  that,  ainoe  my  report  of  the  6th  of  December 
last,  there  has  been  an  increased  activity  in  the  construe- 
tion  and  equipment  of  vessels  at  our  navy  yards,  and  in  the 
movements  of  our  ships  and  squadrons  at  sea  and  on  for- 
eign stations. 

The  Columbia,  a  frigate  of  the  first  class,  has  been  finish- 
ed, launched,  and  nearly  completed  for  sea. 

The  brigs  Dolphin  and  Porpoise  have  been  built,  launch- 
ed, and  fitted  for  sea. 

The  frigate  Macedonian,  of  the  second  class,  haa  been 
finished,  launched,  and  equipped  for  aea,  and  she  is  now 
receiring  her  crew  as  the  ship  of  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  Soutii-eea  exploring  expedition. 

The  two  barks  Pioneer  and  Consort,  and  schooner  Pilot, 
have  been  built,  launched,  and  so  far  equipped  as  to  be 
ready  for  receiving  their  crews. 

The  store-ship  Relief  has  been  finished,  launched,  and 
equipped,  and  is  now  receiving  her  stores. 

The  repairs  of  the  ship  of  the  line  North  Carolina  have 
been  completed,  and  she  is  equipped  and  fitted  for  sea,  and 
is  now  under  sailing  orders  for  the  Pacific  station. 

The  repairs  of  the  rasee  Independence  have  been  com- 
pleted, and  she  is  now  nearly  equipped  for  sea. 

The  ship  of  the  luie  Delaware  has  been  placed  in  dry- 
dock,  and  her  repairs  commenced. 

The  ship  of  the  line  Columbus  has  also  been  put  into 
dry-dock,  and  her  repairs  commenced. 

The  repairs  of  the  ship  of  the  line  Ohio  have  been  com- 
menced and  considerably  advanced. 

The  repairing  of  the  sloops  of  war  Falmouth  and  Fair- 
field has  been  completed. 

The  sloop  of  war  Natchez  and  schooner  Grampus  have 
been  repaired  and  equipped  for  sea. 

The  labor  upon  the  ship  of  the  line  Pennsylvana  has 
been  resumed  with  a  view  to  her  completion,  and  she  will 
probably  be  ready  for  launching  in  the  early  part  of  next 
summer. 

The  steam  vessel  building  at  New  York  is  so  far  com- 
pleted as  to  be  ready  for  the  reception  of  her  engines  and 
machinery;  in  procuring  which  there  has  been  some  un- 
avoidable delay.  It  was  desirable  to  secure  the  services  of 
the  most  able  engineer  in  the  United  States  to  superintend 
the  construction  of  the  engines  and  machinery  of  this  as 
well  as  other  steam  vessels  proposed  to  be  built  for  the  ser- 
vice of  ^e  United  States.  Efforts  have  been  made  to  secure 
the  services  of  such  an  engineer,  but  without  success.  The 
first  attempt  to  procure  the  requisite  engines  and  machinery 
by  contract,  by  advertising  for  proposals,  proved  abortive, 
as  the  lowest  offers  for  boilers  and  for  the  engines  were 
made  by  different  persons,  and  the  person  offering  for  the 
engines  declined  the  contract  because  he  could  not  also  have 
the  contract  for  the  boilers.  Arrangements,  however,  have 
been  since  made  for  procuring  the  engines  and  boilers  want- 
ed; and  the  vessel  will  probably  be  ready  for  service  in  the 
course  of  next  summer. 

For  a  detailed  statement  of  the  condition  of  our  vessels 
on  the  stocks,  as  well  as  those  afioat  at  our  navy  yards,  and 
the  means  of  completion  as  well  as  repair,  I  beg  leave  to 
refer  to  the  reports  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Board, 
herewith  submitted,  marked  H  and  I;  and  for  the  amount 
of  timber,  iron,  and  other  materials  procured  for  the  gradual 
improvement  of  the  navy,  I  refer  to  their  repon  marked  L. 

Much  has  been  done  in  advancing  the  works  and  im- 
provements hitherto  authorized  at  the  different  navy  yards, 
except  at  that  of  Pensacola.  The  works  and  improvements 
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for  whieh  appropriations  have  been  made  at  that  yard,  have 
been  delayed  until  a  permanent  plan  for  the  same,  after  a 
due  examination  of  a  board  ^pointed  for  that  purpose,  could 
be  adopted. 

Since  my  last  annual  report  the  following  vessels  have 
been  employed  in  the  Mediterranean:  the  frigates  Constitu- 
tion, United  States,  and  Potomac,  the  sloop  of  war  John 
Adams,  and  schooner  Shark;  the  ship  of  the  line  Delaware 
having  been  withdrawn  from  that  squadron  and  the  frigate 
United  States  added  to  it  within  the  present  year. 

The  frigate  Potomac  having  been  employed  on  that  sta- 
tion for  upwards  of  two  years,  has  been  ordered  home,  with 
instructions  to  run  down  the  coast  of  Africa  and  visit  the 
settlements  at  Cape  Mesurado,  Cape  Palmas,  and  Bassa 
Cove,  thence  proceed  to  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  after  commu- 
nicating with  the  commander  of  our  squadron  there,  to  re- 
turn to  Norfolk. 

In  the  West  Indies,  the  frigate  Constellation,  the  sloops 
of  war  Yandalia,  St.  Louis,  Concord,  Warren,  Boston,  and 
Natchez,  and  the  schooner  Grampus,  have  been  actively 
employed.  The  Warren  sailed  for  that  station  the  latter 
part  of  December  last,  and  has  returned  within  a  few  days 
to  Norfolk  for  repaira,  and  when  these  shall  be  completed 
the  will  rejoin  the  squadron. 

The  Concord  sailed  from  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire, 
the  27th  of  February  last;  the  Boston  on  the  10th  of  July 
hat,  from  Boston;  the  Natchez  from  New  York  on  the  4th 
of  August,  and  the  schooner  Ghranipus  on  the  10th  of  April 
last.  All  these  vessels,  except  the  Warren,  are  now  on 
that  station. 

The  brig  Porpoise  has  been  employed  in  conveying  the 
commissionen  appointed  under  a  resolution  of  the  Senate 
dirsctiiig  an  examination  of  dio  harbon  south  of  the  Chesa- 
peadLebay,  with  a  view  to  their  fitness  for  the  purposes  of  a 
navy  yard.  She  is  daily  expected  at  Norfolk,  aAer  which 
it  is  intended  that  she  shall  sail  as  soon  as  conveniently  may 
be,  to  join  the  West  India  squadron. 

On  the  coast  of  Brazil,  the  sloops  of  war  Erie  and  Onta- 
rio have  been  employed.  The  Ontario  returned  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  June  last,  has  been  undergoing  repaira  at  Nor- 
folk, and  she  is  reported  to  be  in  readiness  for  a  crew. 

The  brig  Dolphin  sailed  in  September  Isst  from  New 
York,  with  instructions  to  proceed  to  the  coast  of  Africa, 
and  visit  the  settlements  at  Gambia,  Bisaan,  Nunez,  Cape 
Mesurado,  Bassa  Cove,  and  Cape  Palmas,  thence  to  pro- 
ceed to  Rio  do  Janeiro,  to  form  a  part  of  the  Brazilian 
squadron. 

In  the  Pacific,  the  frigate  Brendywine,  the  sloop  Yin- 
cennes,  and  the  schooner  Boxer  have  been  employed,  llie 
sloop  Yincennes,  which  previously  to  my  last  report  was 
ordered  to  return  to  the  United  States  by  the  way  of  the 
East  Indies,  arrived  at  Norfolk  on  the  6th  uf  June  last. 

The  frigate  Brandywino  has  been  ordered  home,  and  she 
is  probably  on  her  way  at  this  time:  her  place  will  be  sup- 
plied by  the  ship  of  Uie  line  North  Carolina,  now  under 
sailing  orden. 

In  the  East  Indies,  the  sloop  Peacock  and  schooner  En- 
terprise have  been  engaged  in  protecting  as  well  as  extend- 
ing our  commerce.  They  are  now  on  their  return  to  the 
United  States,  with  orders  to  visit  the  settlements  of  the 
American  Ooloni2ation  Soc;icty  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  near 
Cape  Palmas,  Bassa  Cove,  and  Monrovia. 

Our  squadrons  at  sea  and  on  foreign  stations  have  afford- 
ed to  our  commerce  all  the  aid  and  protection  that  their 
means  would  permit.     -^ 

It  was  believed  that  our  commerce  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
and  in  the  West  Indies  would  be  more  exposed  than  in  any 
other  quarter.  To  meet  the  apprehended  danger  an  unu- 
sually large  force  has  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of  Com- 
modore Dallas,  the  commander  of  the  West  India  station. 
In  addition  to  the  vessels  already  stated  as  forming  his  squad- 
ron, three  revenue  qatters  and  three  steamboats  have  been 


placed  under  his  comn^and;  and  he  has  beco  dmged  with 
the  complicated  duties  of  protecting  our  commexce,  of  pre- 
venting the  importation  of  slaves  into  Texas  or  the  United 
States,  and  of  co-operating  with'  the  offioera  of  the  army 
and  militia  in  prosecuting  the  war  against  the  Creek  and 
Seminole  Indians;  in  the  performance  of  all  which  dntics 
his  squadron  has  rendered  die  mofit  eaaential  serviees  to  the 
country. 

In  maintaining  so  large  a  force  on  the  West  India  statioo, 
which  ought  to  be  still  increased,  it  has  not  been  in  the 
power  of  thk  Department  to  send  to  other  staitiops  the  num- 
ber of  vessels  which  the  safety  of  our  commerce  required: 
and  serious  apprehensions  have  been  justly  entertaiaed  that 
our  merchants  might  sustain  heavy  losses  from  the  want  of 
an  adequate  foice  in  the  Pacific  and  on  the  Brazilian  sta- 
tion, especially  on  the  latter.  Although  theee  appnhcn- 
sions  have  not  been  realised,  yet  a  due  regerd  tp  the  inter- 
ests of  commerce  and  the  honor  of  our  country  requires  that 
a  more  respectable  force  should  be  sent  to  thoae  stations  as 
soon  as  practicable.  There  is  no  serious  difficulty  in  send- 
ing out  sudi  a  force  but  that  arising  from  the  want  of  sea- 
men, and  this  difficulty  will  be  in  some  degree  obviated  on 
the  arrival  of  the  vessels  now  on  dieir  return  lo  the  United 
States. 

When,  at  tibe  commencement  of  the  last  and  pveoedicf 
sessions  of  Congress^  it  was  recommended  that  a  consider- 
able addition  should  be  made  to  the  number  of  our  ships  is 
commission,  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  rapidly -increaciBg 
commeree  of  our  country,  it  was  perceived  that»  slioold  the 
measure  be  adopted,  as  it  has  beoi  by  the  liboal  apprqptia- 
tions  of  Congress,  it  would  be  necessary  to  adopt,  at  ibs 
same  time,  measures  for  increasing  the  number  of  our  sea- 
men. The  most  obvious  means  of  accomptisidjig  this  ob- 
ject was  the  one  recommended  of  enlisting  into  the  servies 
of  our  navy  boys  over  the  age  of  thirteen  and  nnder  the  age 
of  eighteen,  until  they  shall  arrive  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years.  A  bill  for  this  purpose  has  been  before  the  Senate 
for  the  last  two  sessions,  which  it  is  confidently  hoped  wiO 
become  a  law  during  the  approaching  session  of  Congress. 
In  the  mean  time,  as  a  larger  number  of  seamen  is  required 
for  the  merchant  service  than  usual,  and  as  there  is  at  pres- 
ent actually  in  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States  one- 
fifth  more  seamen  than  were  employed  three  yeare  ago,  and 
a  greater  number  than  has  been  employed  at  any  time  with- 
in the  last  fifteen  years,  some  difficulty  must  necessarily 
exist  in  recruiting  seamen  required  for  immediate  serrice. ' 

The  terms  of  service  of  the  seamen  on  the  Pacific  and 
Brazilian  stations  are  about  to  expire.  Those  on  tfie  Pa> 
cific  station  have  been  ordered  home,  hut  will  not  probably 
arrive  before  die  middle  of  January  next,  in  the  man 
time,  the  North  Carolina  is  ordered  to  that  station,  requir- 
ing immediately  a  large  number  of  seamen;  and  Captain 
John  B.  Nicolson  has  been  selected  to  sail  in  the  rases  In- 
dependence, to  relieve  the  commander  on  the  coaet  of  Bra- 
zil, who,  when  idieved,  will  return  with  the  seamen  bekong- 
ing  to  bis  station.  The  Independence  will  require  a  large 
number  of  seamen  to  complete  her  crew;  beaidea,  it  ia  im- 
portant that  each  of  these  ships  should  be  attended  wi^  one 
or  two  smaller  vessels;  but  this  is  impracticable  in  the  pies- 
ent  state  of  the  servite. 

It  will  be  easily  perceived,  therefore,  that  flie  force  want- 
ed for  the  protection  of  commerce  exceeds  the  means  of  sop- 
ply  which  this  Department  can  immediately  bring  into  op- 
eration. When,  therefore,  on.  the  18th  of  May  lut,  h  wss 
provided  by  an  amendment  to  the  general  naval  appropriatiac 
bill  that  the  President  of  the  Unit^  States  should  be  authori- 
zed to  send  out  a  surveying  and  exploring  expedition  to  the 
Pacific  ocean  and  South  seas,  I  considered  it  impracttcaUe 
to  fit  out  this  expedition  in  a  manner  to  meet  the  views  cf 
Congress,  under  eight  or  nine  months,  without  a  aerious  in- 
jury to  other  branches  of  the  naval  service. 

The  only  insurmountable  difficulty,  however,  in  mj  af»n- 


APPENDIX— ro  GaUs  Sf  8eaUm*t  Register. 


67 


on,  was,  the  recruiting  the  requisite  number  of  eeamen  in 
hreo  or  four  montha,  without  interfering  with  airangements 
Jxeady  made  fpr  sending  ahipe  to  the  Pacific  and  Brazilian 
tationa,  and  for  aending  an  additional  force  to  the  Weat 
indieti. 

As,  however,  it  was  your  earnest  wish  that  the  iatentiona 
>f  Congress  in  authorizing  this  measure  should  be  carried 
nto  effect  with  the  least  possible  delay,  and  that  the  expe- 
lition  should  be  fitted  out  opQn  the  extensive  and  liberal 
cale  which  the  indications  of  public  opinion  seemed  to  re< 
[uire,  and  as  the  officer  (Captain  Thomas  Ap  Catesby 
ones)  selected  for  the  command  of  the  expedition  gave  as- 
urances  that  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  seamen  could  be 
obviated  by  giving  him  power  to  have  them  recruited  un- 
ler  his  immediate  superintendence,  and  for  this,  particular 
ervice,  it  was  determined  to  make  an  extraordinary  effort  to 
iccomplish  these  objects. 

Every  facility  consistent  with  the  rules  and  regulations 
>f  the  navy  was  afforded  Captain  Jones  for  recruiting  sea> 
lien  in  the  manner  he  prc^osed;  and  measures  were  imme- 
Liately  adopted  to  have  one  frigate  of  the  second  class,  one 
torC'ship,  two  barks,  and  one  schooner,  all  which  he  con- 
idcred  as  indispensably  neccisary  to  the  success  of  the  en- 
erprise,  prepared  without  delay.  The  frigate  and  store- 
hip,  which  were  on  the  stocks  when  this  measure  was 
Jopled,  have  been  finished  and  equipped,  and  are  now  n^ 
eiving  their  crews;  and  the  other  tl^ee  vessels  have  been 
ntirely  built  and  equipped  for  sea.  The  whole  have  been 
ini^ihed  in  the  most  substantial  manner,  and  adapted  to  the 
tarticular  service  for  which  they  are  destined.  These  ves- 
els  will  sail  to  Norfolk  to  complete  their  crews,  take  in 
heir  stores,  and  to  await  further  orders. 

To  prevent  any  delay  that  might  arise  from  the  want  of 
nathematical,  astronomical,  and  philosophical  instruments, 
ooks,  maps,  charts,  dec.  required  for  the  expedition,  Lieu- 
enant  Wilkes  of  the  navy  was  sent  to  Europe,  and  sailed 
rom  New  York  on  the  sih  of  August  last,  to  make  the  ne- 
essary  purchases;  in  which  he  has  been  successful  as  to  tKe 
;reater  part  of  the  articles  wanted.  For  some  instruments, 
lowever,  he  has  been  under  the  necessity  of  waiting  until 
hey  can  be  manu&ctured.  His  return  is  expected  about 
he  middle  of  this  month. 

It  is  believed  that  every  proper  exertion  has  been  made  to 
ecruit  men  for  this  service,  but  without  the  anticipated  suc- 
etfs;  no  more  than  about  two  hundred,  according  to  the  re- 
ams received,  being  as  yet  recruited;  and  as  Captain  Jones 
squires  five  hundred  and  eighteen  petty  officers,  seamen, 
rdinary  seamen,  boys,  and  marines,  together  with  eighty- 
,ve  commissioned  and  warrant  officers,  for  his  squadron,  it 
I  evident  that  a  considerable  time  must  yet  elapse  before  the 
xpedition  can  be  ready  for  sea. 

Recruiting  seamen  for  a  particular  service  may  be  attend- 
d  with  great  inconvenience,  and  should  not  be  adopted  but 
ipon  the  moat  urgent  occasion,  such  as  that  of  the  explo- 
ing  (expedition  was  conceived  to  be.  If  the  exigencies  of 
he  Government  should  require  of  such  recruits  services  dif- 
erent  from  that  for  which  they  were  enlisted,  discontent, 
ind  even  mutiny,  may  be  appreliended.  Besides,  this 
node  of  recruiting  cannot  but  interfere  with  the  recruiting 
or  the  general  service,  and  in  the  present  case,  the  order  to 
ecruit  for  the  exploring  expedition  has  made  it  necessary 
o  adopt  the  same  mode  of  recruiting  for  the  crews  of  the 
vessels  about  to  sail  lor  the  Pacific  and  Brazilian  stations. 

Recruiting  for  three  distinct  objects  of  service  at  the  same 
ime,  while  the  usual  recruiting  for  the  general  service  is 
loutinued,  cannot  but  retard  the  whole,  and  compel  us  to 
:eep  in  receiving  vessels  a  much  larger  number  of  recruits, 
onstantly  disposed  to  desert,  than  would  be  required  if  re- 
ruited  for  the  general  service  alone. 

Although  the  number  of  recruits  is  small  for  any  one  of 
hese  objects,  yet,  in  the  aggregate,  the  number  is  quite  as 
;reat  as  should  be  expected  when  we  consider  the  unusual- 
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ly  great  number  of  seamen  now  in  the  naval  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  great  demand  for  them  in  the  mer- 
chant service. 

Although  the  return  of  the  public  vessels  now  ordered  to 
the  United  States  will,  to  a  considerable  extent,  furnish 
men  for  future  service,  yet,  sending  out  so  large  a  force  as 
that  required  for  the  exploring  expedition,  to  be  detained 
for  the  term  of  three  years,  cannot  but  be  felt  as  a  serious 
inconvenience  in  fitting  out  the  number  of  vessels  wanted 
for  the  immediate  protection  of  commerce. 

As  it  has  been  evident  for  the  last  three  months  that  this 
exploring  squadron  could  not  be  ready  for  sea  before  the 
commencement  of  the  approaching  session  ef  Congress,  nor 
indeed  until  a  late  period  of  the  session,  I  have  not  yet  at- 
tempted to  organize  a  scientific  corps  for  the  expedition. 
But,  from  inquiries  made,  I  am  happy  to  say  that,  in  moat 
of  the  departments  of  science,  we  have  gentlemen  ready  and 
willing  to  embark  in  this  enterprise,  whose  labors  will  re- 
flect honor  upon  themselves  and  upon  the  country. 

From  several  learned  and  philosophical  societies,  as  well 
as  firom  distinguished  individuals,  I  have  received  the  most 
ample  and  satisfactory  communications,  embracing  all  the 
various  subjects  which  it  will  be  necessary  to  give  in  charge 
to  the  gentlemen  who  are  to  conduct  the  scientific  resear<^ 
es,  which  form  the  most  important  objects  of  the  expe- 
dition. 

These  communications,  so  promptly  and  liberally  fur- 
nished, are  in  the  highest  degree  creditable  to  their  authors. 

The  scientific  corps  may  be  organized  as  soon  as  accom- 
modations can  be  afforded  them  in  the  vessels  of  the  explo- 
ring squadron;  and  those  vessels  may  leave  their  place  of 
rendezvous  at  any  season  of  the  year,  when  prepared 
for  sea. 

Under  the  acts  concerning  naval  pensions,  and  the  navy 
pension  fund,  there  are — 

Of  widow  pensioners,     -  -  -  168 

Of  invalid  pensioners,     ...  308 


Total, 


466 


The  annual  amount  to  pay  widows  is      -  $34,166  00 
Do.  do.  do.         invalids  is     -    23,824  00 


Total, 


-    58,009  00 


The  nominal  value  of  stocks  of  every  description  belong- 
ing to  the  fund  is  $1,143,638  84;  of  which,  $641,600  i#, 
by  direction  of  Congress,  vested  in  the  stock  of  the  United 
States  Bank;  and  until  the  law  which  directs  such  invest- 
ment shall  be  repealed  or  altered,  this  Department  will  have 
no  authority  to  withdraw  the  money  or  make  any  different 
investment  of  it.  If  permitted  to  continue  in  United  States 
Bank  stock,  it  is  very  probable  that  many  months  will 
elapse  before  any  income  can  be  derived  from  this  part  of 
the  capital;  and  in  the  mean  time  the  pension  fund  may 
sustain  a  loss,  by  the  necessity  of  selling  other  stocks  t^ 
meet  tlie  necessary  disbursements. 

Of  widows  on  the  pension-list,  eighty -nine  have  been 
paid  from  the  day  of  their  husbands'  deaths,  respectively; 
and  fiixty-nxnc  hAve  been  paid  only  from  the  30th  day  of 
June,  1834,  as  required  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  that 
date. 

Under  the  privateer  pension  fund,  the  number  of  pen- 
sioners is  35. 

The  annual  amount  to  be  paid  them  is  $2,766.  The 
amount  of  stock  (Maryland  five  per  cent.)  belonging  to  the 
fund  is  $4,667  05. 

From  this  statement  it  is  evident  that  legislative  provision 
must  be  made  for  the  payment  of  these  pensioners  when  the 
fund  shall  be  exhausted,  which  will  probably  occur  before 
the  Ist  of  January,  1838. 

I  would,  therefore,  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of 
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making  a  permanent  provision  for  the  payment  of  theie  pen- 
■ionen,  which,  bj  law,  are  granted  **  during  disability  or 
during  life."' 

Of  the  navy  hospital  fund,  the  balance  on  the  Ist  of  Oc- 
tober, 1836,  was  -  -  -  -    $5S,878  79 
Payments  to  the  fund  from  the  1st  of  Octo- 
ber, 1835,  to  the  Ist  of  October,  1886    -       26,340  78 


Disbursements  during  the  same  period, 


$78,219  52 
2,502  16 


Balance  on  the  1st  of  October,  1836,  -     $75,717  86 


The  necessary  disbursements  of  the  fund,  it  will  be  seen, 
bear  but  a  small  proportion  to  the  amount  of  its  receipt^ 
and  I  therefore  repeat  a  recommendation  heretofore  o&r- 
ed,  that  provision  be  made  by  law  for  investing  this  surplus 
in  some  safe  stock  for  the  benefit  of  the  fund.  The  docu- 
ments hereunto  annexed,  marked  and  numbered  O  No.  I 
to  O  No.  5,  P  No.  1  to  P.  No.  4,  and  Q,  furnish  all  ttie 
information  respecting  those  funds  required  by  the  third 
section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  10th  of  June,  1882. 

I  must  beg  leave  to  repeat  what  I  have  heretofore  stated, 
that,  under  the  act  of  June  30,  1884,  the  widows  of  offi- 
cers, seamen,  and  marines,  who  have  died  in  the  naval  ser- 
vice since  the  Ist  of  January,  1824,  or  who  may  die  in  the 
said  service  by  reason  of  disease  contracted,  or  by  casualties 
by  drowning  or  otherwise,  or  of  injuries  received  while  in 
the  line  of  duty,  are  entiUed  to  pensions  equal  to  half  the 
amount  of  the  pay  to  which  their  husbands  respectively 
were  entitled  at  the  time  of  their  deaths. 

The  act  of  the  8d  of  March,  1 835,  '<  to  regulate  the  pay 
of  the  navy  of  the  United  States,"  and  which  increased  the 
pay  of  many  of  the  officers,  is  silent  as  to  pensions.  A  dif- 
ficulty arises  in  ascertaining  the  proper  amount  of  pension 
to  be  allowed  to  the  widows  of  naval  officers  whose  pay  has 
been  increased  by  this  act 

The  pay  of  a  captain  in  command  of  a  squadron  on  a 
foreign  station  was  increased  to  four  thousand  dollars  a 
year;  when  on  other  duty,  to  three  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars  a  year;  and  when  off  duty,  to  two  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars.  A  corresponding  increase  of  pay  is  made 
to  other  officers. 

In  the  case,  for  instance,  of  a  captain  dynig  when  ni  com- 
mand of  a  foreign  station,  a  question  arises  whether  his 
widow  shall  receive  a  pension  to  the  amount  of  six  hundred 
dollars  a  year,  to  which  she  would  be  entitled  if  the  act  in- 
creasing the  pay  had  not  passed,  or  whether  she  shall  re- 
ceive the  half  of  the  amount  to  which  her  husband  was 
entitled  as  commander  on  a  foreign  station,  as  a  captain  on 
other  duty,  or  as  a  captain  off  duty.  Like  difficulties  occur 
with  respect  to  the  widows  of  other  officers.  The  necessity 
of  an  explanatory  act  to  obviate  these  difficulties  was  re- 
spectfully sug^gested.  The  subject  received  the  attention  of 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  but  no  final  action  was  had  upon 
it  The  question  remaining  unsettled,  creates  much  em- 
barrassment in  this  Department. 

That  the  widow  of  a  captain  who  for  years  has  command- 
ed on  foreign  stations  but  has  retuDied  to  his  country,  and 
not  on  duty  at  the  time  of  his  death,  shall  receive  but  little 
more  than  hslf  the  pension  she  would  be  entitled  to  had  her 
husband  died  a  few  weeks  or  days  sooner,  is  evidently 
unjust  Nor  is  it  just  that  the  widows  of  captains  who  died 
of  wounds  received  in  battle  or  otherwise,  in  the  late  war, 
should  receive  pensions  of  but  a  little  more  than  half  what 
might  be  awarded  to  the  widows  of  captains  dying  since  the 
3d  of  March,  1835. 

The  rank  of  the  officer,  it  is  respectfully  suggested,  should 
regulate  the  amount  of  pension  to  the  widow,  rather  than 
the  accidental  circumstance  of  service  at  the  time  of  his 
death. 

In  my  last  annual  report  I  stated  that,  previously  to  the 


passing  of  the  act  of  the  30th  June,  1834,  for  the  better  or- 
ganization of  the  United  States  marine  corpe,  doable  ratxHM 
had  been  allowed  to  the  commandant  of  the  corps,  and  to 
the  officers  of  the  same  commanding  at  the  navy  yards  at 
Portsmouth,  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphiii,  Washing- 
ton, Norfolk,  and  Pensacola,  and  to  the  senior  marine  offi- 
cers in  the  squadrons  in  the  Mediterranean,  the  West  In- 
dies, the  Brazilian  coast,  and  the  Pacific  ocean,  aU  receiving 
the  sanction  of  Congress  by  their  appropriations.  By  thii 
act  the  officers  of  the  marine  corps  are  to  leeeive  the 
same  pay,  emoluments,  and  allowanees  as  are  given  to  offi- 
cers of  similar  grades  in  the  infantry  of  the  army. 

The  act  of  the  16th  of  March,  1802,  fixmg  the  mOztsrr 
peace  establishment  of  the  United  States,  authoriEes  allow- 
ances to  the  commanding  officers  of  each  separata  post,  of 
such  additional  number  of  rations  as  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  from  time  to  time  direct  These  pro- 
visions of  this  last  act  were  there  continued  by  an  act  of  the 
3d  of  March,  1815,  fixing  &e  military  peace  eatabliduneot. 

The  paymaster  of  the  marine  corps  made  payments  for 
double  rations  to  officers  heretofore  receiving  the  same,  frooi 
the  1st  of  July  to  the  80th  of  September,  1834;  but  the  ac- 
counting officers  of  the  Treasury  did  not  think  proper  to 
allow  the  same,  inasmuch  as  the  commands  of  these  <»ffioen 
had  never  been  designated  as  separate  stations,  agreeably  ic 
the  rule  prescribed  for  the  army. 

This  is  a  case  of  difficulty  which,  it  is  respoctfuIlT  sbr> 
gesled,  requires  legislative  interposition.  This  aabject  re- 
ceived  the  favorable  consideration,  but  not  the  final  actxm, 
of  Congress,  at  their  last  session.  It  b  confidently  hoped 
that  the  claims  of  this  corps  will  receive  the  early  atteotioa 
which  their  necessities  require,  and  to  which  they  are  ersti- 
tlod  by  their  merits:  merits  which  are  much  strengthened  br 
their  patriotic  conduct  in  volunteering  their  oerrioes  in  a 
campaign  against  the  Creek  Indians,  in  which  they  have  dis- 
tinguished themselves  by  their  xeal  and  perseverance  in  the 
duties  assigned  to  them.  As,  however,  they  have  he^n  at- 
tached to  the  army  while  on  this  campaign,  their  merxn 
will  more  appropriately  receive  the  notice  of  the  War  thaa 
of  the  Navy  Department 

In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Rcpreaent- 
atives  of  the  3d  of  March  last,  requiring  a  course  of  experi- 
ments to  be  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
efficiency,  and  testing  the  safety,  of  the  medium  or  light 
guns  of  the  navy,  and  of  comparing  their  effects  with  the 
guns  for  which  they  were  proposed  to  be  sabstitntcfll,  a 
board  of  commissioners  has  been  appointed,  consisting  o^ 
Commodore  Charles  Morris,  Commodore  Daniel  T.  Patter- 
son, Commodore  Thomas  Ap  Catesby  Jones,  Captain  Wil- 
liam Shubrick,  and  Captain  Lawrence  Kearney,  to  make 
the  course  of  experiments  required.  Several  oflkers  hatv 
been  detailed  to  co-operate  with  them,  and  very  extaofi^e 
preparations  have  been  made  near  Old  Point  Comfort  te 
have  the  experiments  made  in  the  moat  complete  and  satis* 
factory  manner.  As  soon  as  the  proper  experiments  caa 
be  made,  the  results  will  be  reported  to  the  Hoose  of  Repi» 
sentatives. 

By  your  directions,  given  under  a  resolution  of  the  Sea- 
ate  of  the  United  States  of  the  24th  of  May  last,  that  the 
Executive  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  made  the  necessary  ei- 
aminations  and  surveys  of  the  several  harbors  south  of  the 
mouth  of  the  Chesapeake  bay,  and  a  report  of  the  cooipan- 
tive  facilities  and  advantages  of  the  same  for  the  eataliah- 
ment  of  a  navy  yard,  a  board  has  been  constituted,  oonnstinf 
of  Commodore  M.  T.  Woolsey,  Captain  Alexander  das- 
ton,  and  Master  Commandant  E.  R.  Shubitck,  who  were 
sent  out  in  the  brig  Porpoise,  under  the  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant William  Ramsay,  to  make  the  required  examinatioef 
and  surveys.  After  having  made  those  examinations  aoJ 
surveys,  the  commissioners  have  returned  to  New  Yorit. 
Their  report,  as  soon  as  received,  win  be  communicated,  s9 
required  by  tiie  resolution.  By  your  directions^  aleo^  a  boasd 
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has  been  oonititatod,  coniisling  of  Commodore  Charles 
Stewart,  Commodore  Aiezender  J.  Dallae,  and  Captain  W. 
C.  Bolton,  aided  by  a  competent  engineer,  to  examine  the 
nairy  yard  at  Peneaoola,  and  to  pr^Mtre  plana  for  the  improve- 
ment  of  the  same.  Theae  commiaaionera  have  completed  their 
examinationa  and  plana,  the  reeolt  of  which  will  be  aubmit* 
ted  to  yon  in  a  aeparate  report,  for  your  consideration  and 
approTal. 

Under  the  act  of  the  30th  of  Jane,  1834,  authorising  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  make  experiments  for  the  safety 
of  the  steam  engine,  and  appropriating  five  thousand  dol- 
lars for  that  purpose,  the  memorial  of  John  C.  F.  Salomons, 
proiinting  a  plan  of  a  steam  boiler  composed  of  inverted 
arches,  which  he  has  invented,  and  which  he  considers  as 
euperior  to  the  common  cylindrical  boiler,  waa  referred  to 
me  by  the  House  of  Representatives. 

On  the  assurance  of  Mr.  Salomons  that  the  sum  of  four 
hundred  dollars  would  be  amply  sufficient  for  making  all 
the  experiments  necessary  for  testing  the  value  of  his  alleged 
improvement,  I  directed  that  sum  to  be  expended  in  making 
and  preparing  two  boilers  under  his  immediate  superinten- 
dence: one  a  common  i^lindrical  boiler,  the  other  upon 
hie  plan  of  inverted  arches.  Experiments  were  made  upon 
theae  boilers  in  February  last,  near  the  eastein  front  of  the 
Capitol,  in  the  presence  of  a  large  number  of  the  members 
of  Congress  snd  others;  but  without  any  sarisfactory  result. 

Mr.  Salooiona  requeued  me  to  make  further  experiments 
u|>on  these  boilers,  which  I  declined,  but  permitted  him  to 
have  the  use  of  the  boilers  for  making  such  experiments  as 
he  mig^t  think  proper,  so  that  if  there  is  any  value  in  his 
alleged  improvement,  he  has  the  means  of  showing  it  at  the 
public  expense. 

The  sum  of  $619  75  was  heietofore  expended  under  this 
met  in  testing  Mr.  Phillips's  supposed  improvement  in  steam 
boilers,  aa  staled  in  my  last  report,  which,  added  to  the 
amn  expended  on  Mr.  8alomona*s  supposed  improvement, 
amounts  to  #919  7ff,  leaving  an  unexpended  balance  of  the 
appropriation  of  #4,080  85. 

By  the  statement  marked  U,  hereto  annexed,  it  will  ap- 
pear that  of  the  appropriations  heretofore  made  for  the  sup- 
pTraairrn  of  the  alave  trade  there  remains  in  the  Treiuniry  a 
bAlanoa  of  #11,413  58. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

MAHLON  DICKER80N. 


KEPOKT  OF  THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL. 


Post  Orricx  Dsfartmxht, 

Dtumhtr  5,  1836. 

Xo  the  PBKstsaxT  of  the  United  States.' 

8xa:  In  his  report  of  last  year,  the  undersigned  stated 
the  post  roads  of  the  United  States  to  be  about  112,774 
xnilee  in  extent,  and  the  annual  transportation  of  the  mails 
upon  them  equal  to  about  25,869,486  miles. 

On  the  1st  July  last,  the  post  roads  were  about  1 18,264 
milea  in  extent,  and  the  annual  transportation  of  the  mails 
waa  at  the  rate  of  27,578,620  miles,  viz: 

On  horses  and  in  sulkies,  -        8,291,504 

In  stages,  ...       17,408,820 

In  steamboats  and  railroad  cars,         1,879,296 

^Within  the  quarter  ending  80th  September  last,  improve- 
xnents  were  ordered  on  old  mail  routes,  incressing  the  rate 
tf>f  annual  transportation  375,824  miles — 306,592  miles  of 
'which  was  in  stages.  Of  Ae  routes  established  at  the  last 
0«eaion  of  Congress,  912  miles  have  been  put  under  con- 
tract, addiug  140,000  miles  of  annual  transportation. 

An  express  msil  has  been  started  within  the  last  mon  th 
Oom  Philadelphia  to  Mobile,  a  distance  of  1,230  miles,  add- 
i.ng  to  Uie  rats  of  annual  transportation  895,440. 

The  rate  of  annual  transportation  at  this  time  is  little 
mtiort  of  29,000,000  miles. 


Of  the  now  routes,  30,557  miles  remain  to  be  put  in  op- 
eration, which  will  add  to  the  annual  service  8,487,788 
miles. 

The  accompanying  report  of  the  First  Assistant  Post- 
maater  General,  marked  (1,)  will  give  this  information 
more  in  detail. 

The  number  of  post  offices  in  the  United  States  on  the 
1st  July,  1835,  was  10,770;  on  the  1st  July,  1836,  it  wss  % 
11,091;  and  on  the  1st  instant,  11,100. 

During  the  year  ending  80th  June  last,  666  post  offices 
were  established,  345  discontinued,  and  there  were  1,844 
changes  of  postmaaten. 

The  number  of  post  offices  will  be  greatly  increased  in 
the  coming  year,  in  consequence  of  the  great  extension  of 
mail  routes. 

The  accruing  revenue  of  the  Department,  for  the  year 
ending  30th  June  last,  according  to  statements  from  the 
Auditor's  office,  waa  as  follows,  vis: 
From  letter  postages,      -  -  -#3,010,249  43 

From  newspapers  snd  pamphlets,  -        876,217  13 

From  fines,         ....  8,054  68 

Estimated  for  deficient  returns,  -  -  8,934  00 


Total 


-  #3,398,455  19 


The  engagement!  and  liabilitiea  of  the 
Department  for  the  same  year,  were  as  fol- 
lows, viz: 
For  transportation  of  the 

mails,      .            -  $1,638,051  76 
Compensation  of  post 

masters,  -            -  812,802  67 
Ship,  steamboat,  and 

way  letters,         -  26,470  76 

Wrapping-paper,    -  15,013  82 

Office  furniture,      -  3,508  35 

Advertising,  22,596  43 

MaU  bags,  -            -  24,837  44 

Blanks,      -            -  27,029  06 
Mail  locks  and  keys 

and  stamps,  5,887  07 
Mail      depredations 

and  special  agents  5,113  12 

Clerks  for  offices,    -  122,933  35 

MisceUaneous,  31,389  93 
Estimated  for  claims 

not  presented,     -  20,000  00 


2,755,623  76 


Excess  of  revenue  over  engagements  and 
liabilities,        ....      6642,831  48 


In  the  report  of  last  year  the  excess  waa  estimated  at 
$476,227;  but  the  revenue  was  $105,763  19  more  than 
the  estimate,  and  the  expenditure  $60,841  24  less,  which 
accounts  for  the  diflferencc. 

The  revenue  of  the  last  exceeds  that  of  the  preceding 
year,  $404,878  53,  equal  to  13}  per  cent  increase. 

The  general  condition  of  the  Department  on  the  Itt 
July  last,  is  shown  by  statements  from  the  Auditor's  office, 
to  have  been  as  follows,  viz: 
Due    to    the    Department 

prior  to  1st  July,  1835,  -  $602,482  40 
Deduct  for  bad  and  doubt* 

ful  debts,  -         '  -     131,327  36 

$471,155  04 

Due  to  the  Department  for  the  year  ending 

June  30,   1836,  -  -  -      590,111  51 

Cash  in  bank  1st  July,  1 836,  -  -       192,005  46 

Due  from  the  Treasury  for  extra  clerk-hire,         22,4 19  81 
Estimated  for  deficient  returns,       -  -  8,934  00 


Total  available  means,    - 


-   1,284,625  82 
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Total  available  means,  ^l,284,eS6  8S 
Due  from  the  Deputment-^ 
accruing  prior  to  Ist  July, 
1835,     ...     176,543  93 
Accraing  wiUiin  the  year 

ending  SOth  June  laat,    -     546,240  88 
Ettimate  of  claime  not  pre- 
eented,  say  -  -      20,000  00 

642,783  81 


Balance  in  favor  of  Department, 


$641,842  01 


The  suspended  chime,  a  part  of  which  has  been  paid,  are 
not  included  in  these  statements. 

Of  the  old  debts,  there  was  paid  out  of  the  reTonae  of  the 
year  ending  30th  June  last,  the  sum  of  $466,376. 

As  anticipated  in  the  last  report,  tfie  bank  debt  was  paid 
off  in  April  last  The  cash  in  bank  has  since  rapidly  ae- 
eumulated,  and  on  the  1  st  of  November  last  was  $550,000. 
Deducting  all  outstanding  warrants  it  was  $503,721  11. 
The  sum  of  $63,278  has  since  been  paid  to  Messrs.  Stock- 
ton and  Stokes,  on  the  award  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treas- 
ury; but  notwithstanding  this  payment,  and  a  great  exten- 
sion of  mail  serrice,  it  is  estimated  that  the  cash  in  bank 
will  exceed  $600,000  before  the  1st  day  of  May  next. 

The  accounts  of  postmasters  are  rendered,  and  the  quar* 
telly  balances  paid  by  them  with  admirable  promptitude. 
There  are  1,010  post  offices,  yielding  about  $382, 000,  after 
deducting  the  compensation  of  postmasters  and  other  char- 
ges paid  by  them,  which  deposite  their  nett  income  in  bank 
weekly  or  monthly  during  each  quarter  or  within  fifteen 
days  after  its  close.  There  are  9,888  offices,  yielding  a 
nett  revenue  of  $222,000  quarterly,  which  are  directed  to 
pay  their  proceeds  to  contractors  immediately  after  the  close 
of  each  quarter.  The  number  of  offices  directed  to  retain 
their  funds  until  drawn  upon  is  141,  yielding  about  $8, 600 
quarterly.  The  balances  of  the  offices  are  ^pectal,  and  pay 
directly  to  those  who  carry  the  mails  to  them  for  the  pro- 
ceeds, except  a  few  new  offices  and  others  which  are  not 
yet  arranged  under  either  denomination.  From  an  exami- 
nation of  actual  results,  the  undersigned  is  warranted  in 
saying  that  more  than  mntty-fivt  per  cent,  of  the  revenue 
of  this  Department  is  collected  within  thirty  days  after  the 
close  of  the  quarters  in  which  it  accrues,  without  any  ex- 
pense therefor  whatsoever. 

By  an  examination  of  a  portion  of  the  quarterly  accounts, 
it  appears  that  the  increase  of  revenue  for  the  quarter  end- 
ing on  the  30th  September  last,  over  the  conesponding 
quarter  of  last  year,  was  about  sixteen  per  cent.  TIfe  ratio 
will  probably  be  as  large  during  the  whole  year,  especially 
as  the  improvements,  Uie  express  mail,  and  the  new  routes, 
will  produce  a  considerable  augmentation.  For  safety, 
however,  it  may  be  estimated  at  fifteen  per  cent.;  yielding 
a  revenue  for  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1837,  amounting 
to  $3,908,222. 

During  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1838,  the  new  routes 
and  other  improvements  in  the  mail  service  will  doubtlera 
produce  a  decided  effect  on  the  income  of  the  Department, 
and  it  may  be  reasonably  anticipated  that  there  will  be  an 
advance  of  at  least  fifteen  per  cent,  over  that  of  the  current 
year.  If  this  anticipation  be  realized,  the  revenue  of  that 
year,  at  the  present  rates  of  postage,  will  be  about  $4,4  94,- 
000,  exceeding  the  estimated  current  rate  of  expenditure  at 
its  commencement,  about  $698,000;  and  it  is  expected  that 
the  Department  will  have  a  surplus  of  cash  in  bank  before 
the  Ist  of  August  next,  exceeding  $700,000. 

In  view  of  these  facts  and  estimates,  the  undersigned 
does  not  hesitate  to  recommend  a  revision  of  the  present 
rates  of  postage,  to  take  effect  on  the  I  st  of  July  next,  with 
a  view  to  a  reduction  of  about  twenfy  per  cent.  To  this 
end  he  suggests  the  following  scale  of  letter  posta^cn,  in 
lieu  of  the  present,  vis: 


75  miles  and  under, 
150  miles  and  ov«r  75, 
300  miles  and  owr  160,    - 
600  miles  and  over  300,    - 
Over  600  miles,    - 


6  crnti, 
10  do. 
15  do. 
20  do. 
25  do. 


No  better  plan  than  the  prataot  suggasla  itaetf  in  ttiatim 
to  charges  of  douUe,  triple^  and  qnadnqile  postage,  and 
postage  by  weight. 

From  its  simplicity  this  acale  will  be  easily  icmemberaL 
It  proposes  to  introduce  the  Federal  enmncj,  faodcn  cop- 
per coins  unneceasaiy  in  making  change,  and  oaveothe  hm 
to  the  people  arising  from  ftaotions.  It  will  leduea  the  labsi 
now  required  in  middng  up  and  examining  poatmafltiBia'  ac- 
counts about  one-fourth. 

If  the  proposed  scale  of  letter  postages  shall  be  adopted, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  raise  the  lowest  rate  of  oommiBHoBc, 
to  enable  the  postmasters  at  the  large  ofilcea  lo  cany  on 
their  businese. 

The  propriety  of  placing  gold  coins  seat  by  ntasi  oo  ths 
same  footing  as  bank  notes,  is  suggested. 

Great  chuiges  have  taken  place  in  the  newspaper  bos- 
ness  of  the  country  since  the  present  rates  of  postsige  wen 
established.  Newspapers  have  not  only  increased  in  num> 
ber,  but  many  of  them  have  grown  to  an  inoidlinate  siie. 
Postage,  however,  is  the  same,  whether  the  newspaper  bt 
great  or  small.  If  not  carried  over  1 00  miles  and  oat  of  tht 
State  where  printed,  it  is  doe  cent;  if  out  of  the  State  and 
over  100  miles,  1^  cent  The  potiqy  of  reducing  ^  ratet 
of  newspapers,  generally,  is  doubted.  l*faey  oonalitute  ih 
weight  probably  two- thirds  of  the  mails,  are  in  many  paiti 
of  the  c6untry  difilcttit  of  transportation,  and  produce  nom- 
berless  failures.  These  considerations  would  be  of  no  mo- 
ment, if  it  were  really  necessary  that  large  qnaniities  of 
newspapers  should  be  transported  firom  one  end  of  the  Unioa 
to  the  other,  as  means  of  instructing  and  enlightening  the 
public  mind;  but  that  office  can  be  as  well  peifoimed  by  the 
local  presses  as  by  newspapers  from  a  distance.  To  reduoi 
the  postage  on  newspapers  below  the  actual  cost  of  cairyioi 
them,  would  be  to  tax  the  correspondence  of  the  ooontrr 
generally,  for  the  benefit  of  the  large  newspaper  establish- 
ments in  the  principal  cities,  to  the  injury  of  all  the  distam 
and  country  presses.  Such  a  measure  is  not  believed  to  he 
consistent  with  sound  principle  or  good  poli^.  It  is  not 
sound  principle  to  tax  the  business  of  one  portion  of  the 
people  fur  the  benefit  of  another  portion.  It  is  not  good 
policy  to  aid  the  large  city  establishments  in  monopolizing 
the  newsp^)er  circulation,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  local  and 
country  presses.  But  there  is  justice  and  good  policy  ia 
graduating  the  postage  on  newspapers  according  to  the  sise 
and  weight  of  Uie  matter  to  be  conveyed.  The  following 
scale  of  newspaper  postages  is,  therefore,  suggested  in  lien 
of  the  present,  vis: 

Size  of  newspaper.  Rates  of  pottle. 

^Carried  not  over*^  Carried  over  809 
Containing  550  sq.  J      300  miles,  nor  i      miles,  etnd  oot 

out  of  the  State,  (      of  the  State, 

I  cent 


'■{ 


do. 


I  i  do 


inches  or  underv 

^  cent.  J 

^^^'"i*";?^^""*^^   do.     ido.  I 

over  650  /  5 

Over  920  sq.  inches      do.         l^o.  do.         S   do. 

If  these  rates  were  reduced  one-half  it  would  not  maten- 
ally  diminish  the  means  of  the  Department,  provided  the 
entire  newspaper  postage  were  paid  in  advance.  So  great 
an  innovation  would  probably  be  inexpedient;  but  when  edi- 
tors will  pay  in  advance  the  postage  of  their  whole  impres- 
sion sent  by  mail,  the  Postmaster  General  mi^t  be  sa^v 
authorized  to  accept  one-half  of  the  foregoing  rates. 

Single  newspapers  are  now  eitensively  used,  throo^ 
various  devices  and  conventional  signs,  to  answer  the  pur- 
pose of  letters,  and  evade  the  payment  of  postage.  It  would 
check  this  abuse  if  they  were  in  all  cases  subject  to  doub'« 
postage,  to  be  paid  in  advance. 
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Xhe  {NMtagQ  on  periodical  pamphlets  duij  be  advantage- 
ously regulated  upon  the  eame  princdplee  as  those  auggeeted 
for  newspapers,  and  reduced  to  the  lowest  rates  which  will 
pay  for  their  transportation.  If  a  preference  be  given  to  any 
tliuig  itflhoold  be  to  works  on  agriculture,  science,  and  the 
mecluauc  arts;  but  the  principle  is  believed  to  be  a  good 
one  in  relation  to  the  mails,  that  every  thing  shall  pay  its 
own  ^way. 

Fugitive  pamphlets  may  with  propriety  be  subjected  to 
double  postage,  always  paid  in  advance. 

"Fhe  proposed  revision  of  postages,  if  taken  as  a  whole, 
^would  reduce  the  income  of  the  Department  from  two  to 
tliree  hundred  thousand  dollars  below  its  estimated  expen- 
ditures; but  the  surplus  on  hand  will  sustain  it  until  the 
regular  increase  of  revenue  will  cover  the  difference. 

The  franking  piivilege  has  been  so  frur  extended,  and  is 
by  many  so  unscrupulously  used,  as  to  constitute  an  abuse 
'which  requires  eoirection.  Some  who  possess  it  do  not  hesi- 
tale  to  cover  the  correspondence  of  their  friends  and  neigh- 
bora  with  their  franks,  in  direct  contravention  of  the  laws. 
A  ^vilfbl  violation  by^iostmasters,  when  made  known  to  the 
Department,  is  pumshed  by  instant  removal  from  office; 
but  public  officers  of  higher  dignity,  though  more  criminal, 
cannot  be  reached  by  the  same  authority.  Violationaof  law 
in  this  respect  by  those  who  are  under  pre-eminent  obliga- 
tions to  aet  examples  of  obedience  to  its  precepts,  are  believed 
to  be  diminishing,  and  there  is  ground  to  hope  that  they 
w^ill  aoon  measnrably  cease.  The  justice  or  policy  of  the 
privilege  in  the  extent  now  legally  authorized,  perhaps  it 
does  not  become  the  undersigned  officially  to  disoise. 

An  amendment  of  the  law  is  necessary  in  reference  to 
the  mode  of  making  contracts  with  raihoad  companies. 
The  law  prescribing  the  manner  of  making  mail  contracts 
generally,  presupposes  the  existence  of  competition  in  bid- 
ding,  and  ii  adapted  to  the  exiiting  state  of  things  on  all 
routes  where  the  mails  are  canried  on  horseback  or  in  stages. 
But  the  reason  of  the  law  is  not  applicable  to  most  cases 
^irhere  railroad  service  ii  required,  because  there  is  no  com- 
petition. To  advertise  for  service  on  such  lines  is  a  mock- 
ery. Either  the  Department  must  give  what  the  companies 
choose  to  demand,  or  the  compensation  must  be  adjusted  by 
negotiation  before  advertisement  or  afterwards.  Practically, 
the  power  of  the  Postmaster  General  as  to  the  amount  to  be 
paid,  ie  unlimited,  because  he  is  authorised  to  accept  the 
|<rwest  oSk,  however  enormous.  It  is  desirable  that  this 
pow^er  shall  be  limited  by  a  law  prescribing  some  fixed  basis 
upon  which  all  such  contracts  shall  be  made.  None  presents 
itself  >o  equitable  as  the  weight  of  the  maUs  to  be  convey- 
ed. An  act  fixing  a  reasenable  rate  per  pound  for  carrying 
the  naaila  a  given  distance  would  operate  mb  a  restriction 
upon  the  power  of  the  Postmsster  General,  whilst  it  would 
andoubtediy  facilitate  the  making  of  arrangements  with  the 
railroad  companies.  At  present  the  views  of  the  Department 
snd  those  of  most  of  the  companies  differ  so  widely  as  to  the 
amount  which  ou^t  to  be  paid,  as  to  render  hopeless  any 
present  propect  of  an  adjustment.  If  the  price  were  limited 
by  law  the  companies  would  expect  no  more,  and  the  De- 
partment would  not  refuse  to  pay  it.  To  secure  the  advan- 
tages of  competition  where  it  exists,  the  pretice  of  adverti- 
sing might  be  continued,  and  the  contracts  assigned,  as  in 
other  cases,  to  the  lowest  bidder. 

A  few  of  the  railroad  companies  have  exhibited  a  dispo- 
sition to  carry  the  mails  at  prices  deemed  reasonable.  The 
most  important  of  these  Ib  the  Camden  and  Amboy  com- 
pany. The  managers  of  that  road,  justly  considering  their 
interests  as  best  secured  by  accommodating  the  public  and 
the  Government  on  liberal  terms,  have  undertaken  to  con- 
vey the  mails  in  a  manner  and  at  a  price  which  are  highly 
satisfactory.  The  Petersburg  and  Roanoke  company  have 
evinced  a  like  disposition,  as  have  some  others. 

To  render  the  Department  measnrebly  independent  of  the 
railroads  and  accomplish  other  important  results,  an  express 


mail  has  been  started  on  the  great  mail  line  between  New 
York  and  New  Orleana.  From  New  York  to  Philadelphia, 
and  from  Mobile  to  New  Orleans,  it  ii  merged  in  the  great 
mail  carried  in  railroad  can  and  steamboats.  The  great  mail 
is  12  days  and  17  hours,  according  to  contract,  in  going 
from  New  York  to  Mobde,  and  12  days  12  houn  return- 
ing. The  express  mail  ia.5  days*  17  hours  going  from 
New  York  to  Mobile,  and  5  days  28  hours  returning.  One 
day  is  occupisd  in  transporting  the  mails  between  Mobile 
and  New  Orleans. 

The  success  of  thu  experiment  is  not  donbted,  an^  the 
fliae  of  the  mail  already  affords  an  aasuranoe  that  it  will 
produce  an  income  more  than  sufficient  to  support  it. 

This  mail  leaves  £ir  behind  all  news  conveyed  upon  rail- 
roads, or  by  any  other  means. 

It  will  give  unprecedented  activity  to  commercial  trans- 
actions between  the  North  and  the  South.  New  York  com- 
municates with  New  Orleans  in  half  the  usual  time;  ail  en<- 
terprises  are  expedited;  the  whole  intervening  countiy,  and 
the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  will  feel  the  impulse. 

The  editon  and  people  of  New  Orieans  will  receive  the 
news  from  New  York  in  lesa  than  half  the  time  it  has  h«re« 
tofore  occupied  in  the  transit.  The  editora  will  have- the 
advantage  of  being  the  original  diapensma  of  the  news  to 
their  subscribers:  and  the  people  will  obtain  it  throu|^  thcar 
own  papeis,  without  posti^,  five  or  six  days  sooner  than 
it  can  reach  them  in  the  New  York  papen,  with  postage. 
The  editon  and  people  along  the  whole  route,  aiul  to  the 
right  and  left,  will  participate  in  the  same  advantagas  in  a 
greater  or  less  dagree.  On  the  other  hand,  tne  circulation 
in  the  South  of  newspiqpen  from  the  principal  dtiea  of  the 
North  vriU  undoubtedly  be  diminiahed.  This  injury  is 
more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  benefits  secured  to  the 
local  eatablishments;  and  if  it  were  not,  it  is  not  to  be  brought 
in  competition  with  the  advantages  of  an  earlier  transmis- 
sion and  dissemination  of  commerciai  and  other  intelligence. 
No  measures  should  be  taken  with  a  view  to  injure  the  great 
ci^  eatablishmentsi  but  it  would  be  unreasonable  and  unjust 
in  the  Department  to  withhold  information  from  the  people 
of  the  South  because  it  cannot  carry  with  equal  expeditimi 
the  cumbrous  sheeti  of  the  Northern  newspaper  presses.  It 
is,  and  doubtkss  will  continue  to  be,  the  poUcy  of  the  De- 
partment not  to  send  the  news  writh  less  expeiUtion,  but  to 
ormg  the  whole  mail  to  the  speed  of  the  express  as  fast  as 
it  eon  secure  continuous  railroad  or  steamboat  transport' 
ation. 

The  undersigned  confidently  believes  it  will  be  found 
expedient  within  the  coming  year  to  start  express  maik 
from  Waahlngton  city,  along  the  route  of  the  national  road, 
to  St.  Louis;  from  New  Orleans,  through  Nashville,  Lou- 
isville,  and  Cincinnati,  to  connect  above  with  the  great 
Eastern  and  Western  route;  and  from  Boston,  through 
Albany,  to  Bufihlo,  New  York.  Such  mails  on  these 
routes  he  believes  would  immediately  support  themsrives, 
and  give  an  activity  to  business  and  conreapondenice  in 
every  direction,  which  would  much  enhance  the  general 
revenues  of  the  Department,  and  promote  public  intelli- 
gence and  prosperity.  But  should  experience  or  reflection 
lead  to  the  conviction  that  these  enterprises  will  not  pro- 
duce an  increase  of  revenue  sufficient  to  support  them,  they 
will  not  be  undertaken. 

The  attention  of  the  underugned  has  been  urgently  call- 
ed, by  the  Deputy  Postmaster  General  of  the  British  North 
American  Provinces,  to  the  insecurity  of  correspondence 
carried  on  through  the  packet-ships  between  Canada  and 
the  United  States  on  the  one  sidey  and' the  British  isles  on 
the  other.  Valuable  lettere  and  packeU  sent  from  Canada 
through  the  port  of  New  York,  and  from  varioua  parts  of 
the  United  States,  never  reach  their  destination.  The  only 
effectual  remedy  vriiich  suggests  itself  is  a  regular  mail 
across  the  ocean,  and  a  connexion  between  the  post  offices 
of  the  two  countries.    By  a  rsciprocal  arrangement. 
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Difficalty  has  in  some  cases  been  experienoed  in  rennnitg 
for  six  months  the  mail  contracts  which  DviU  ex|Mie  on  tbs 
31st  instant,  under  the  authority  vested  in  the  Postmaster 
General  by  resolution  at  the  last  session  of  Congresa.  Tht 
object  of  the  resolution  was  to  facilitate  a  chtfige  in  tiw 
commencement  of  the  contract  year.  To  pramote  the  same 
object,  and  avoid  a  Hke  difficulty  in  relation  tadie  remain- 
ing contracts,  power  is  asked  tu  let  them  in  the  usoal  mode 
for  four  yean  and  a  half,  which  will  lead  to  the 
result. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  sezviaitt, 

AMOS  KENDALL. 
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might  be  interchanged  between  the  post  offices  in  New 
York  and  Liverpool,  or  any  other  foreign  port,  to  be  con- 
veyed by  the  packets  or  other  vessels  under  contract.  The 
number  of  letters  now  crossing  the  ocean  is  so  great  that 
a  moderate  postage  on  them  would  pay  the  coet  of  their 
transportation.  Ther^  is  scarcely  a  doubt  that  such  an  ar- 
rangement may  be  effected,  if  Congress  sholl  think  it  expe- 
dient to  grant  the  necessary  power. 

The  Object  of  authorizing  prinlera'  exchange-papera  to 
pass  in  the  mails  frae  of  postage  would  be  further  promoted 
by  extending  the  privilege  to  exchailges  with  printera  in  for- 
eign countries*- an  extension  which  is  desired  by  the  print- 
en  in  the  fordgn  provinces  bordering  on  the  United  States, 
and  will  be  the  mora  useful  if  the  proposed  interchange  of 
mails  with  post  offices  in  Europe  shall  be  authorized. 

The  building  in  which  the  General  Post  Office  is  kept  is 
not  fire-proof,  and  its  valuable  books  and  papera  ara  daily 
exposed  to  destruction.  With  such  ample  means  as  the 
Government  now  has  at  command,  the  undersigned  per- 
ceives no  good  raason  why  the  greatest  possible  security 
ahould  not  be  given  to  its  archives.  The  other  Executive 
departments  suffer  inconvenience  from  the  distance  of  the 
General  and  City  Post  Office;  and  since  the  passage  of  the 
late  law  which  connects  the  Post  Office  with  the  Treasury, 
and  makes  frequent  references  to  the  President  necessary, 
that  inconvemenoe  is  seriously  felt  by  the  Department 
itself. 

Annexed  will  be  found  an  outline  of  the  organization  of 
the  Department  under  the  late  act  of  Congress. 

The  contract  office  is  overwhelmed  wiUi  the  increase  of 
business  brought  upon  it  by  extensions  of  mail  service  and 
the  new  routes.  Its  force  is  found  to  be  inadequate  to  the 
performance  of  its  duties,  and  it  requires  two  additional 
derka-— one  of  the  fint  and  the  other  of  the  second  grade. 

The  appointment  office  has  a  sufficient  force  for  the  per- 
formance of  its  duties  with  accuracy  and  promptitude. 

The  dutiea  of  the  inspection  office  are  rapidly  extending, 
and  its  present  force  will  not  long  be  equal  to  their  per- 
formance. Its  chief  object  is  a  rigid  supervision  over  the 
rendition  of  postmastera'  accounts  and  die  performance  of 
contracton.  Conducted  with  system  and  energy,  it  will 
soon  be  lelt  on  our  thousands  of  mail  routes  whenever  a 
delinquency  occura.  Most  of  the  contracton  perform  their 
aerviee  with  great  fidelity  and  precision;  but  there  ara  a 
few  (some  of  them  on  important  routes)  who  evade  their 
contract  obligations  whenever  they  have  a  temptation  to  do 
so,  ralying  for  impunity  on  their  adroitness  in  making  ex- 
cuses, and  the  indulgence  of  the  Department  They  will 
find  it  their  interest  to  fulfil  thek  engagements  or  quit  the 
service.  In  some  parts  of  the  countiy  where  complaints  of 
irregular  mails  are  loudest,  the  fault  is  not  in  the  Departs 
ment  or  the  contractors,  but  in  the  rocub.  The  Depart- 
ment is  obliged  to  use  such  roads  as  it  finds;  and  it  is  un- 
reasonable in  the  people  to  expect  regular  mails  unless  they 
will  make  good  r<Mids. 

My  three  assistants  are  assiduouo  in  their  duties,  of^n 
by  night  as  well  as  by  day,  and,  in  relation  to  their  com-' 
pensation,  deserve  the  favorable  consideration  of  Congress. 

The  Auditor's  office  is  proceeding  with  vigor  to  accom- 
pliah  the  objects  of  its  creation.  The  disbursement  of  the 
post  office  funds  through  the  Treasury  (fbrowriy  deemed 
impracticable)  is  efiected  with  the  utmost  facility.  Post 
office  warrants  are  reduced  to  the  aize  of  ordinary  bank 
checka,  and,  with  the  check  of  the  Treasurer  endorsed,  ara 
remitted  with  the  same  ease,  and  answer  the  same  purpose. 
Without  the  inconvenience  of  specific  appropriations,  the 
accounts  of  the  Department  are  more  specific,  more  easily 
understood,  and  more  readily  examined,  than  those  of  any 
other  department  of  the  Government.  It  is  the  desire  of 
the  undersigned  (which  the  Auditor  has  shown  every  dis- 
position to  promote)  to  render  them  intelligible  to  any  one 
who  may  examine  Uie  books. 
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REPORT  FROM  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE 
TREASURY,  ON  THE  FUiANPfia. 

TnBASUBT    DSPAETXKVT, 

December  6,  1836. 

In  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  '*  act  auppWrnentarf 
to  the  act  to  establish  the  Treasury  Department,'*  the  8ee- 
retaiy  of  the  Treasury  respectfully  submits  to  Congreoi  the 
following  report: 

I. — Of  the  PuhUe  Revenue  and  Expenditurts. 

It  IB  believed  that  the  whole  amount  of  money  in  the 
Treasury  on  the  Ist  of  Jauuaiy  next,  appUcafale  to  pub^ 
purposes,  will  be  about  $4 1 ,  723, 959. 

This  conclusion  rests  in  part  on  what  has  been  actuaUj 
ascertained,  and  in  part  on  estimates. 
Thus,  the  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the 

1st  of  January,  1835,  was        -  -  f8,892,8S6  4« 

The  receipts  from  all  sources  during  that 

year  were        -     /-     - 
Vii: 
From  customs    -  -  $19,391,810  69 

From  lands        -  -     14,757,600  75 

From  dividends  and  sales 

of  bonk  stock  -  569,280  69 

From  incidental  items    -  195,56198 

From  Neapolitan  indemnity       516,832  9G 

Those,  with  the  above  balance,  make  an 

aggi^ateof    ...  $44,323,946  5S 

The  expenditures  on  all  objects  during  the 
year  1835  were  .  -  -  17,573,141  56 

iz: 

On  civil  Ust,foreign  intercourse, and  miscel- 
laneous objects  -      .       -  -     3,721,261  60 

Neapolitan  awards  ...        508,436  93 

Military  service, including  fortifications,  dec.    9,420,312  €9 

Naval  service,  including  gradual  improve- 
ment ....  -     3,864,939  06 

Public  debt         -  -  -  -  58,19138 

For  the  details  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  in  the 

year  1835,  reference,  is  made  to  the  annual  account  there- 
of^ which  is  thia  day  submitted  to  Congress  in  a  aeparste 

communication. 

The  balance  left  in  the  Treasury  on  the  Ist 

of  January,  1836,  was,  therefore      -    $26,749,803  9S 

The  receipts  into  the  Treasuxy  during  1 836, 

as  ascertained  and  estimated,  will  be  about  47,691,898  00 

Of  these,  the  receipts  during  the  fint  three 

quartere  are  ascertained  to  have  been    -  38,141,898  04 
Viz: 

From  customs    -  -  $17,528,151  79 

From  lands        -  -    20,048,929  88 

Dividends  and  sales  of  U. 


8.  Bank  stock 
Incidental  items,  includ- 
ing excess  of  repayments 
on  account  of  public  debt, 
as  hereafter  stated 


292,676  67 


247,139  70 
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'^riii*  does  not  embrace  the  receipts  in  trust  on  account  of 
thf;  Chickasaw  Indians. 

Of  those  receipts  and  their  investment,  besides  the  expen- 
tlitures  from  them,  a  report  will  forthwith  be  laid  before 
C*on^esA,  in  conformity  to  treaties  and  acts  of  Congress 
carrying  thof>c  treaties  into  effect. 

Neither  docs  it  embrace  the  receipts  on  account  of  the 
Post  Office  and  Patent  Office,  of  which,  as  well  as  the  ex- 
penditures on  the  same  accounts,  separate  statements  arc 
kept,  in  conformity  to  the  late  laws,  and  will  be  rendered 
hv  the  proper  oflicfrs. 

IVor  does  it  include  what  has  l)ccn  received  in  trust  the 
present  yciir  for  the  claimants  under  the  French,  Neapoli- 
tdij,  and  Spanish  treaties. 

j\  Bepanite^|Dunt  will  be  exhibited  in  this  report,  of  the 
receipts  anJl^Mlitures  from  those  sources,  in  order  to 
avoid  complexity  and  ambiguity  in  the  statement  of  the 
jceneral  receipts  and  ex|)enditures  in  behalf  of  the  Govem- 
tneiit  alone. 
The  receipt  during  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  present  year, 

it  is  computed,  will  be  alwut     -  -  $9,550,000  00 

These,  with  the  balance  on  the  Istof  Jan- 

uar3 ,  1836,  form  an  aggregate  of  -  74,441,702  00 

The  expenditures  during  the  year  1838  are  ** 

ascertained  and  estimated  to  be  -  31,435,032  00 

Of  theM»,  the  amount  during  the  first  three 

c£iiarters  is  ascertained  to  have  been      -  20,791,372  16 
Yir: 
On  civil  list,  foreign  intercourse,  and  mis- 
cellaneous       ....     3,850,101  55 
Military  service, including  fortifications, dec.   13,010,061  59 
IS' aval  service,  Ac.  -  -  -     3,931,209  02 

'    Public  debt,  less  than  the  repayments  by  the  Commis- 
<:ionrr!f  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  as  hereafter  explained. 

For  the  details  of  all  these  and  the  incidental  receipts 
during  those  three  quarters,  reference  is  made  to  theexhib* 
It  annexed,  A  1  and  2. 

The  expcndituies  for  the  fourth  quarter,  as  computed  by 
the  proper  Departments,  will  be  $10,643,600;  but  which. 
It  is  thought  by  me,  will  probably  fall  short  of  that  amount. 
This  will  leave  on  hand,  the  1st  of  January,  1837,  an  esti* 
mated  balance  of  $43,005,669.  From  this,  if  the  dimin- 
ished sum  of  $  1,080,000  for  unavailable  funds  be  deducted, 
the  available  balance  of  money  on  the  1st  of  January,  1837, 
would  be  $41,925,669. 

But,  beside  the  charges  already  imposed  on  this  balance 
by  appropriations  for  public  purposes  still  unpaid,  and  which 
Will  fiooD  be  adverted  to,  there  is  in  fact  included  in  it  about 
f  201, 7 10,  whigh  was  paid  into  the  Treasury,  chiefly  in 
former  years,  from  private  sources  alone,  and  for  private  or 
sp(^ctfic  purposes,  and  which  neither  accrued  from  the  usual 
.sources ^f  public  revenue,  ^or  ever  belonged  to  the  General 
Government,  except  to  fulfil  the  particular  trusts  under 
which  it  was  received  in  behalf  of  others. 

A  schedule  of  those  items  and  sums,  on  the  1st  of  De- 
rrniber,  1836,  is  annexed,  (B.)  Deduct  their  amount  from 
the  available  balance  of  $41,925,669,  and  only  about 
f4 1,723,959  would  remain  on  the  Ist  of  January  next,  /ip* 
plicable  to  the  general  purposes  of  the  Government. 

To  this  deduction  would  be  subjoined  another,  had  not 
the  receipts  and  expenditures  connected  with  certain  sub- 
j<>cta  during  the  present  year,  or  portions  of  it,  been  kept 
ilL^tinct,  for  reasons  before  indicated. 

Thus,  the  receipts  on  account  of  the  Post  Office,  which, 
under  the  new  orgardzation,  are  paid  into  the  Treasury,  and 
kept  distinct,  have,  since  it  took  effect,  being  the  last  half 
of  the  year,  been  ascertained  and  computed  to  be  about 
$1,076,872,  including  near  $410,472  tliat  had  been  col- 
lected previously;  and  the  expenditures  have  been  about 
$562,952,  leaving  a  balance  on  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year 
of  about  $5 1 3, 920,  as  will  be  more  particularly  exhibited 
by  the  head  of  that  Department 
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The  receipts  on  account  of  the  Patent  Office  since  its  new 
organization,  for  the  present  year,  have  also  been  ascer- 
tained and  computed  to  be  about  $16,828,  the  expenditures 
chargeable  to  them  about  $7,241,  and  the  balance  about 
$9,537,  as  will  be  more  particularly  shown  by  the  report  of 
the  proper  officer. 

Besides  these  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury  in  trust  from 
the  treaties  of  indemnity  with  France,  Naples,  and  Spain, 
liave  been  about  $3, 765, 994,  and  the  payments  to  the  claim  • 
ants  about  $3, 663, 988,  leaving  a  balance  of  about  $  1 02, 026 
still  uncalled  for  or  unadjusted. 

The  particulars  of  these  will  more  fully  appear  in  the  gen- 
eral annual  exhibit  of  all  the  receipts  and  expenditures. 

Lastly,  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury  on  account  of  the 
Chickasaw  Indians,  have  been  about  $639, 252,  the  expen- 
ditures by  investment  and  otherwise,  about  $577,675,  and 
the  balance  on  hand  is  about  $9l,li74. 

The  detailed  account  of  these  and  the  other  transactions 
in  their  behalf,  will  be,  as  remarked  in  a  former  portion  of 
this  report,  immediately  presented  in  a  separate  communis 
cation  to  Congress. 

The  charges  already  imposed  on  the  general  balance  of 
$41,723,059,  by  means  of  current  and  permanent  appro- 
priations, which  it  is  expected  will  not  be  expended  till  aAer 
the  1st  of  January  next,  amount  to  $14,636,062. 

Of  this  snm  it  is  computed  that  $3,013,389  can  be  ajf- 
plied  in  aid  of  the  appropriations  for  the  ensuing  year,  with- 
out rcappropriation,  and  that  $195,183  will  be  carried  to 
the  surplus  fund,  leaving  $1 1,427,490,  which  will  probably 
be  required  to  accomplish  the  objects  contemplated  in  the 
acts  of  Congress. 

Deduct  this  remaining  charge  of  $14,440,879  from  the 
balance  estimated  to  be  on  hand  on  the  1st  of  January,  1837, 
and  the  sum  of  $27,283,080  would  be  left  to  be  appropriated 
by  Congress  towards  new  or  former  objects. 
U,^Of  the  Expenditures  for  the  Public  Debt,  and  its 

present  condition. 
Before  the  passage  of  the  act  of  Congress,  at  the  last 
session,  on  the  subject  of  the  public  debt,  the  money  which 
had  previously  been  deposited  by  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  in  the  United  States  Bank  for  the  payment 
of  Uie  residue  of  it  was,  under  their  direction,  repaid  into 
the  Treasury,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  $136,773  01. 

Since  that  event,  and  the  suspension  of  the  duties  of  the 
Commissioners,  tliis  Department,  by  virtue  of  the  above  act, 
has  caused  all  those  portions  of  the  public  debt  outstanding, 
and  presented  for  payment  to  be  promptly  discharged. 

The  payments  made  since  the  Ist  of  January  last,  have 
been  as  follows,  viz: 

On  the  funded  debt,  towards  principal  -    $46,405  72 

Towards  interest     -  -  -  -       3,139  09 


Making,  in  all,  the  sum  of   - 


-    $49,544  81 


$90,367  00 
250,416  00 


There  still  remains  of  the  funded  debt  unclaim- 
ed and  undischarged — ^principal  about 
An  interest,  with  dividends,  about  - 
A  small  unfunded  debt  of  $37,440  55  also  re- 
mains, which  may  hereafter  be  claimed,  on 
which  has  been  paid  during  the  post  year, 
including  $16  07  for  interest  on  Treasury' 
notes,  the  sum  of  -  -  - 

It  consists  of  claims  registered  prior  to  1798, 
for  services  and  supplies  during  the  revolu- 
tionary war,  equal  to       - 
Treasury  notes  issued  during  the  war  of  1812 
And  Mississippi  stock  ... 

in.— 0///ie  Estimates  of  the  Public  Revenue 
dituresfor  the  year  1837. 

The  receipts  into  the  Treasury  from  all  sources  during  1837 
arc  estimated  at  $24,000,000,  vb; 


88  67 

27,835  46 
5,735  00 
4,320  09 

andExpen- 
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From  customs    - 
From  lands 
From  bank  stock 
Miscellaneousy   including 
interest  from  dep.banks. 


-$16,500,000  00 
6,000,000  00 
2,000,000  00 


600,000  00 


To  these  add  the  balance  of  available  funds 
in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1887,  estimated,  as  computed,  for  pub-- 
lie  purposesi,  at  -  • 


24,000,000  00 


And  they  make  an  aggr^gftte  of  - 


-  41,723,969  00 
$65,728,969  00 


-    2,347,000  00 


.    3,013,889  00 


The  expenditures  for  all  objects,  ordinary  and  extraordi- 
nary, in  1 837,  including  the  contingent  of  only  $1,000,000 
for  usual  excesses  in  appropriations  beyond  the  estimates, 
are  computed  at  $26, 755, 83 1 ,  provided  the  unexpended  ap  • 
propriation  at  the  end  of  this  and  the  next  year  remain 
about  equal. 

Thus,  the  new  and  permanent  appropriations  chargeable 
to  1837,  for  specified  purposes,  whether  ordinary  or  ex- 
traordinary, and  including  what  can  be  used  without  reap- 
propriation,  are  computed  at        -  $25,765,831 00 

Of  these,  the  permanent  appropriations  al- 
ready made  are  estimated  at 
The  existing  appropriations,  which  will  not 
be  required  for  the  service  of  1836,  and 
which  it  is  proposed  to  apply  in  aid  of 
1837,  amount  to  -  - 

The  new  appropriations  that  will  be  need- 
ed for  1837  are  estimated  to  amount,  in 
all,  to  -  -  -  -  20,364,442  00 

The  latter  are  divided  among  the  dilTercnt  branched  of 
the  public  service  as  follows,  viz: 
Civil,  foreign  intercourse,  and  miscellane- 
ous -  -  -  -  -  $2,925,671  00 
Military  service,  Ac.  -  -  -  10,758,431  00 
Naval  service,  &c.  -  -  -  6,670,341  00 
The  details  of  the  above  estimates  are  exhibited  in  a  docu- 
ment from  the  Register's  office,  which  this  Department  has 
the  honor  to  lay  before  the  House  of  Representatives  to-day 
in  a  separate  communication. 

To  these  have  been  added,  for  the  ensuing  year,  on  ac- 
count of  the  usual  contingent  excesses  of  appropriations 
beyond  the  estimates,  $1,000,000,  making,  in  all,  as  before 
mentioned,  the  aggregate  of  $26,755,831. 

From  these  calculations  it  will  be  seen  that,  if  the  out- 
standing appropriations  unexpended  at  the  close  of  1837  be 
as  large  as  at  tlie  close  of  1836,  and  the  other  expenditures 
should  agree  with  the  above  estimates,  they  would  exceed 
the  computed  revenue  accruing  from  all  sources  nearly 
$3,000,000,  or  sufficient  to  absorb  more  than  half  of  that 
part  of  the  present  surplus  which  is  not  to  bo  deposited  with 
the  several  States.  But  if  these  outstanding  appropriations 
at  the  close  of  1837  should  be  much  less  than  those  in  1836, 
as  is  probable;  or,  should  the  accruing  receipts  be  much  less, 
or  the  appropriations  made  for  1837  be  much  larger  than 
the  estimates,  a  call  will  become  necessary  for  a  portion  of 
the  surplus  deposited  with  the  States*  though  it  will  not 
probably  become  necessary  except  in  one  of  those  events. 
IV. — Some  explanations  of  the  Estimates  for  1887. 
The  unusual  receipts  during  the  last  two  years  have  chiefly 
accrued  from  the  unprecedented  sales  of  public  lands. 

It  is  remarkable  that  those  sales  assumed  their  extraordi- 
nary character  chiefly  between  July,  1835,  and  October, 
1836,  a  period  of  little  more  than  fourteen  months. 

Arising,  as  they  have,  principally  from  private  entries, 
afid  not  from  any  unusual  quantities  of  land  offered  for  pub- 
lic sale,  and  marked,  as  they  have  been,  by  sudden  and 
great  vibrations,  it  has  not  been  deemed  judicious  to  con- 
sider them  as  a  proper  basis  for  permanent  estimates  of  a 
public  character. 


Accordingly,  the  sum  adopted  for  the  estimates  of  the 
sales  the  past  year,  as  well  as  that  for  the  ensuing  year, 
though  Isjrger  than  usual,  has  been  grounded  on  geoersl 
considerations  of  a  less  fluctuating  character,  leaving  acci- 
dental and  occasional  excesses  or  deficiencies  to  happen,  as 
they  often  will,  veithout  either  the  attempt  or  ability  in  this 
Department  to  predict  the  extent  of  them  with  much  cer- 
tainty. 

The  receipts  from  customs  the  present  year  will  be  some- 
what augmented  by  the  great  speculations  which  have 
characterized  the  business  of  the  country  generally,  and  the 
destruction  by  fire  of  on  extraonlinary  amount  of  foreign 
goods  near  the  close  of  the  lost  year.  This  calamity,  fol- 
lowed by  credits  more  liberal,  and  competition  inrreasad  to 
supply  die  sudden  and  large  deficiencies  in  the  market,  kd 
to  an  excess  in  the  importations  of  merchandise  during  tbe 
present  year,  even  greater  than  the  amount  destroyed,  and 
thus  essentially  contributed  to  swell  the  revenue  finom  cus- 
toms beyond  the  estimates.  But  overtrading,  from  what- 
ever inducements  it  may  arise,  usually  produces  a  reactitmr 
and  it  is  hoped  that  no  accident  of  a  similar  and  deprecated 
character  will  occur  which  may  enlarge  our  importations 
the  ensuing  year.  The  receipts  from  customs  for  I3?7 
have,  therefore,  from  those  and  other  circumstances  which 
it  might  be  tedious  to  detail,  been  estimated  at  not  n^ore 
than  $16,500,000. 

Only  about  $50,000  of  the  amount  secured  by  specbj 
bonds  from  the  sufferers  by  fire  last  December,  under  tl)'- 
authority  of  an  act  of  Congress  on  that  subject^  has  been 
postponed,  so  as  to  fall  due  within  the  ensuing  year,  whie 
a  reduction  on  account  of  the  diminished  rate  of  duty  im- 
posed on  wines  since  July  last,  has  been  made  in  the  esti- 
mates for  1837,  equalling  quite  three  times  that  sum.  Be- 
sides usual  speculations  and  overtrading,  which  are  tem- 
porary in  their  operation,  the  last  two  yaais  have  exhibited 
an  extraordinary  degree  of  prosperity  throughout  the  whole 
country,  and  which  it  is  presumed  will  continue  to  exer- 
cise a  considerable  direct  influence  on  the  whole  amount  cf 
oiu*  exports  an<l  imports;  and,  consequently,  an  indirect  ic- 
fluence  on  our  receipts  from  customs.  Mudi  of  this  fisi- 
tering  condition  of  things  may  have  arfsen  firom  the  great 
reductions  already  made  in  the  tariff  and  duties  on  ton- 
nage; from  having  cast  off  the  burdens  of  the  national  delt. 
from  our  increasing  expenditures  on  works  &vorable  to 
commerce  and  public  security;  from  permanent  addiUons  to 
the  moneyed  capital  of  the  nation  by  the  many  millions  ob- 
tained abroad  for  foreign  indemnities;  from  the  immense 
fertile  tracts  of  land  redeemed  from  Indian  claims  aisd 
opened  to  the  profitable  enterprise  and  industry  of  our  citi- 
zens at  very  low  prices,  by  the  humane  policy  of  removing 
the  aboriginals  west  of  the  Mississippi;  from  the  unprece- 
dented improvements  in  the  facilities,  the  rapidUy  and 
cheapness  of  communication  and  of  transportation  by  stccni- 
boats  and  railrosds;  from  the  greater  safety  of  our  foreign 
commerce,  and  its  extension  to  new  and  distant  regiocs: 
from  abundant  crops  and  high  prices;  from  the  hicreasin; 
numbers,  intelligence,  and  enterprise  of  our  people  gen- 
erally; or  from  ^ese  and  various  other  causes  comluned. 
But  though  some  of  these  causes  may  have  spent  most  of 
their  influence,  others  are  acting  in  full  vigor,  and  oor 
national  prosperity  does  not  appear  likely  to  be  soon  essen- 
tially checked,  except  so  far  as  the  excesses  before  mention- 
ed, or  war,  or  unavoidable  physical  calamities,  like  those  d 
pestilence  and  had  crops,  may  from  time  to  time  produr« 
temporary  reactions. 

The  receipts  from  customs,  therefore,  though  not  estima- 
ted so  high  as  they  proved  to  be  during  the  past  or  preo'- 
ding  year,  have  still  been  computed  at  a  larger  sura  thio 
it  was  formerly  anticipated  they  would,  on  an  avcrare, 
equal,  under  the  existing  tariff. 

The  imports  during  the  year  ending  September  30,  1 8^^ 
are  ascertained  and  estimated  at    -  •  $173,540,0ti0 
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They  show,   compared  with  the  prece- 
ding year,  an  increaee  of  -  -    $23,644,258 

The  imports  diuing  the  three  past  years 
have,  on  an  average,  been  about   -  -     149,986,691 

The  exports  during  the  past  year  are  as- 
certained and  estimated  at  -  -     121,789,000 

Of  these,  $101,105,000  were  in  domestic,  and  #20,- 
684,000  were  in  foreign  products. 

Compared  with  the  preceding  year  they  exhibit  an  in- 
crease of  $35,423,  and  are  $5,829,150  more  Uian  the  av- 
erage Cor  the  last  Uiree  yean. 

The  crop  of  cotton  grown  the  present  year,  which  will 
constitute  the  chief  exports  of  that  article  for  1837,  is  be- 
lieved to  be  large;  bat  from  present  appearances  wiU  proba- 
bly be  less  valuable  than  during  the  two  past  years.  At  the 
same  time  the  exports  of  flour  and  grain  are  likely  to  be 
smaller  in  both  quantity  fmd  value;  and  those  of  tobacco 
and  rice,  which,  with  the  articles  before  named,  form  our 
principal  subjects  of  domestic  produce  for  exportation,  are 
not  believed  to  be  materially  greater,  and  have  seldom,  du- 
ring the  last  quarter  of  a  century,  in  any  series  of  years, 
much  exceeded  their  previous  amount.  However  enlar- 
ged by  our  rapid  increase  of  population,  has  been  the  de- 
mand at  home  for  those  and  other  articles  of  our  own  growth 
and  manufacture,  the  most  tempting  and  augmenting  prod- 
uct for  exportation  seems  to  be  cotton. 

During  near  forty  years  it  has  attracted  and*  engrossed  a 
large  portion  of  the  spare  capital  and  labor  of  nearly  half 
the  territory  of  the  Union.  And  by  the  great  demand  for 
it  abroad,  independent  of  its  increased  consumption  at 
home,  it  will  probably  long  continue  to  constitute,  not  only 
our  chief  and  most  profitable  product  for  exportation,  but 
be  the  regulater,  in  some  degree,  of  our  ability  to  import, 
and  of  the  balance  of  trade  between  this  country  and  Eu- 
rope. 

The  receipts  from  incidental  and  miscellaneous  sources 
have  been  estimated  on  the  following  data.  Nothing  very 
definite  could  be  presented  as  arising  from  an  arrangement 
which,  under  the  recent  act  of  Congress,  is  contemplated 
with  Uie  Bank  of  the  United  States  in  respect  to  the  stock 
owned  by  the  Government  In  that  ^institution,  until  further 
progress  shall  be  made,  and  the  bank  may  indicate  when 
it  is  willing  to  pay  some  specified  amount. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  documents  annexed,  (C  1,  2,  3,) 
that  this  Department  took  early  steps  to  procure  suitable 
information  for  a  settlement  with  the  bank,  and  payment 
in  the  course  of  the  present  year  of  the  due  share  of  the 
United  States  in  the  nett  collections  from  the  assets  exist- 
ing on  the  third  of  March  last,  as  well  as  to  obtain  specific 
proposals  for  an  early  adjustment  of  the  whole  concern. 

It  has  been  a  cause  of  some  surprise  that  the  information 
desired  has  not  yet  been  communicated,  nor  any  payment 
been  yet  made.  On  the  contrary,  the  president  of  the  State 
corporation '  to  which  the  assets  of  the  United  States  Bank 
have  been  assigned,  forwarded,  in  September  last,  a  report 
of  a  committee  appointed  under  authority  of  only  those  two 
bodies,  estimating  the  value  of  the  stock  on  the  3d  of  March; 
but  it  was  accompanied  by  no  offer  to  pay  that  value,  or 
any  other  particular  amount,  then,  or  at  any  future  specified 
period,  though  professing  a  willingness  that  the  United 
States  should  receive  a  just  proportion  out  of  the  assets  of 
the  bank. 

Commissioners  were  therefore  appointed,  and  an  in- 
vitation given  to  have  them  joined  by  others  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  Bank,  to  revise  the  estimate  of 
the  value  put  on  the  stock  by  the  above  committee;  and, 
after  axging  early  payments  as  practicable  towards  what 
might  in  the  end  be  found  due  to  the  United  States,  if  fail- 
ing to  obtain  any,  to  recommend  such  arrangement  as 
might  seem  just  for  securing  and  paying  hereafter  what 
they  considered  to  be  the  true  worth  of  the  share  of  the  Gov- 
ernment in  ^  capital  stock.     Copies  of  the  letters,  report. 


and  instructions  before  named  are  annexed,  (D  1,  2,  3, 
4,5.; 

It  IS  clearly  to  be  inferred  from  the  correspondence  since 
had  by  the  commisrioners  above  mentioned  with  a  commit- 
tee of  the  bank,  that  no  payment  whatever  is  intended  to  be 
made  during  the  present  year,  and  that  long  credits  are  ex- 
pected and  considered  by  the  bank  proper  for  portions  of 
what  may  be  due.  That  correspondence,  and  all  the  steps 
which  have  been  taken  under  the  particular  instructions 
given  to  those  oommtssioners,  will  more  fully  appear  in  the 
further  documents  which  will  be  submitted  to  Congress 
after  the  commissioners  make  their  final  report.  No  rea- 
sonable efforts  will  be  spared  by  me  to  conclude  some  ap- 
propriate arrangement  of  this  embarrassing  and  trouble- 
some subject  before  the  adjournment  of  the  present  Con- 
gress. Trusting  that  a  proper  sense  of  its  obligations  to 
the  Government,  as  a  large  stockholder,  will  induce  the 
bank  to  refund  at  least  one-fourth  of  our  original  capital, 
with  the  profits  thereon,  in  the  course  of  the  ensuing  year, 
two  miUions  of  dollars  have  on  that  account  been  inserted 
in  the  estimates.  To  this  are  to  be  added  the  dividends 
anticipated  on  the  stock  owned  in  the  Louisville  and  Port- 
land canal,  interest  from  the  deposits  banks,  and  some  small 
receipts  from  other  miscellaneous  sources. 
V. — Of  the  eurplue  in  tl&t  TYeasury  and  diapontum  of  it. 

Various  objects  of  a  national  and  constitutional  charac- 
ter were  recommended  in  the  last  annual  report  from  this 
Department,  as  suitable  for  the  application,  by  way  of  ex- 
traordinary appropriation,  of  any  surplus  funds  for  which 
the  General  Government  should  happen  to  have  no  other 
immediate  use. 

Liberal  and  useful  appropriations  were  fortunately  made 
to  many  of  them,  which  wUl  save  expense  in  the  end,  and 
prove  to  be  the  soundest  economy.  The  reasons  for  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  same  wise  poHcy,  while  our  resources  re- 
main so  ample,  have  lost  none  of  their  original  force. 

As  the  present  surplus  bad  chiefly  arisen  from  an  earlier 
sale  of  large  portions  of  the  public  lands  than  had  been 
expected,  it  seemed  to  this  Department  judicious  to  suggest 
completing  with  it  sooner  than  had  been  contemplated,  the 
projected  fortifications  and  naval  establishments  of  the  coun- 
try; improvinsf  more  rapidly  the  navigation  and  security  of 
its  commercial  bays  and  rivers;  and,  while  its  imports  and 
exports  were  prosperous  beyond  example,  erecting,  where 
needed,  appropriate  custom  and  warehouses^  as  well  as 
suitable  marine  hospitals,  court-houses,  and  post  ofiSces.  In 
fine,  the  whole  state  of  our  finances  appeared  to  justity  and 
require  that  all  those  great  works  heretofore  deemed  useful 
and  constitutional,  and  which  are  intimately  connected 
with  the  duties  and  powera  of  the  General  Government, 
should  be  more  hastened,  with  our  means  so  much  increa- 
sed and  so  prematurely  available,  than  would  have  been 
proper  or  practicable,  had  the  revenue  continued  at  only 
the  reduced  amount  which  was  generally  anticipated.  By 
pursuing  such  a  provident  course,  it  was  supposed  that 
much  less  would  remain  to  be  accomplished,  and  hence, 
that  our  expenditures  would  be  much  diminished,  when 
our  revenue  shall  bteome  less  by  the  reductions  which,  un- 
der the  existing  laws,  are  to  take  effeot  in  the  customs  be- 
fore and  in  1843,  and  which  will  probably  happen  in  the 
receipts  from  pubUc  lands  during  that  period. 

The  necessary  expenditures  of  the  Government  would 
thus,  by  that  time,  become  naturally  as  well  as  safely  lessen- 
ed, so  as  to  bear  a  near  proportion  to  our  dioiiniahed  receipts; 
while  otherwise,  if  the  expenditures  for  these  works  are  not 
previously  increased  or  expedited,  the  probabilities  would 
seem  to  be,  that  the  ordinary  charges  for  them  and  other 
usual  claims  on  the  General  Government,  with  the  extra- 
ordinary charges  incident  to  war  and  similar  calamitiei^ 
from  which  no  people  can  be  wholly  exempt,  might  then 
so  Aur  exceed  the  receipts  as  to  require  new  taxation  or  an 
increased  tariff! 
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In  respect  to  another  branch  of  the  subject,  which  relates 
to  a  reduction  of  the  present  large  surplus  in  the  Treasury, 
either  by  an  immediate  diminution  of  the  existing  tarifl*,  or 
some  new  regulation  calculated  to  limit  and  lessen  the 
amount  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  by  confining  them 
to  actual  settlers,  or  otherwise,  this  Department  felt  bound, 
in  Uie  discharge  of  its  public  duties,  to  submit  to  Congress, 
last  year,  a  few  considerations  which  are  still  equally  appli- 
cable. It  is  believed  that  when  the  balance  on  hand,  with  the 
accruing  receipts,  are  likely  for  some  time  to  come  to  ex- 
ceed the  real  wants  and  just  objects  of  the  Government  for 
-expenditure,  a  reduction  in  those  receipts,  and  especially 
such  as  are  derived  from  taxation,  is  the  true  remedy. 

Beside  the  considerations  relating  to  this  reduction  which 
were  formerly  submitted  by  this  Department,  it  would  now 
reffpectfully  suggest  that  all  the  duties  under  30  per  cent, 
and  which  amount  to  near  three  millions  annually,  could, 
with  about  half  a  million  more  on  the  articles  paying  a 
higher  duty  and  specified  in  a  report  to  the  Senate  at  the 
last  session,  be  at  once  repealed  by  Congress,  without  any 
encroachment  on  the  principle  of  the  act  of  3d  of  March, 
1833.  Nor  has  this  Department  any  doubt  that  if  all  the 
present  and  anticipated  receipts  from  customs  are  consid- 
ered by  Congress  not  to  be  Wanted  for  any  pabUc  appropria- 
tion or  other  legitimate  object,  a  reduction  could  be  made 
in  many  oUier  duties  more  rapidly  than  is  now  provided 
for,  without  any  essential  injury  to  any  great  interest  in- 
tended to  be  fostered  by  the  provisions  of  that  act.  At  the 
same  time,  such  a  step  as  the  last,  unless  found  indispen- 
sable from  high  public  considerations,  and  hence  generally 
concurred  in,  does  not  appear  to  this  Department  consist- 
ent with  the  expectations  of  most  of  those  who  united  in 
the  passage  of  that  law,  and  has  not  therefore  been  urged. 
But,  if  found  indispensable,  the  next  articles  which,  in 
my  opinion,  could  be  most  appropriately  selected  for  greater 
and  quicker  reduction,  are  the  raw  materials  of  foreign  ori- 
l^n  used  in  some  of  our  impo;tant  manufactures,  and 
tiiough  certain  rival  articles  produced  here  might  sufier  hy 
«uch  a  change,  yet  in  this  way  the  whole  manufacturing 
industry  of  the  country  would  probably  be  benefited.  If 
sufficient  reduction  cannot  be  obtained  on  that  class,  the 
next  kind  of  articles  selected  should  be  such  as  are  largely 
consumed  in  promoting  the  comforts  and  satisfying  the  ne- 
cessities of  the  people  generally,  and  at  the  same  time  do 
not  materially  compete  \vith  important  manufactures,  nor 
oonfiict  with  great  agricultural  interests.  And  the  next, 
if  more  be  deemed  necessary,  might  he  such  as  have  now 
8  much  higher  duty  or  protection  on  them  than  others  of 
greater  national  consequence. 

Certain  it  is  that  a  much  more  just  and  useful  discrimi- 
nation could  be  introduced  int4»  the  whole  present  system, 
by  reducing  more  quickly  the  duties  which  are  found  to  be 
least  beneficial  by  way  of  protection,  and  by  reducing  more 
slowly  those  deemed  most  indispensable. 

Equally  feasible  would  it  be,  in  the  exercise  of  a  proper 
spirit  of  comity  and  justice,  to  make  some  legal  enact- 
ments which  should  prevent  the  further  sale  of  the  public 
domain  to  any  persons  who  do  not  want  it  for  immediate 
icultivation.  This  seems  peculiarly  proper  at  a  time  when 
the  Government  neither  needs  the  proceeds  of  such  sales 
for  any  public  use,  nor  considers  the  money  received  ade- 
quate to  the  real  value  of  the  land  sold;  and  when  the  set- 
tlement of  the  new  States  is  retarded,  by  permitting  the 
public  domain  to  pass  in  large  quantities  into  the  hands  of 
others  than  actual  settlers.  By  a  wise  revision  of  our 
present  laws,  the  enterpriifing,  industrious,  and  needy, 
might,  for  a  fair  compensation,  be  liberally  secured  in  the 
-purchase  and  enjoyment  of  a  due  portion  of  land  for  im- 
mediate cultivation,  and,  at  the  same  time,  all  be  effectu- 
ally prevented  from  seizing  and  securing,  as  a  matter  of 
■peculation,  in  any  case,  on  the  best  tracts,  without  pre- 
Tioos  purcliase  or  any  pretence  of  title,  and  from  procuring. 


through  floats  or  otherwise,  for  WMldiy  ponons,  whether 
residents  or  non-residents,  the  most  valuabla  situations  at 
the  minimum  prices. 

It  must  be  obvious  that  nothing  beyond  a  very  general, 
and  in  some  degree  uncertain  exhibit,  oould,  at  this  time, 
be  presented  of  the  probable  amount  of  the  surplaa  in  the 
Treasury  deposited  with  the  banks  and  the  States  during 
a  few  subsequent  years,  and  more  especially  of  the  various 
sums  connected  with  the  different  hjrpothesesfin'  the  futuie 
disposition  of  it  by  appropriations  for  public  objedB,  ot  by 
a  diminution  of  it  through  a  large  reduction  in  oar  future 
revenue  from  either  customs  or  lands.  The  uncertainty  ts 
to  these  sums  is  greatly  increased,  not  only  by  the  fiuctoa- 
ting  character  of  our  receipts  from  both  of  these  sourres 
during  the  last  four  years,  and  as  is  anticipated  for  the  future, 
but  from  the  doubtful  amount  of  our  annual  expenditmes 
hereafter,  and  the  absence  of  any  determination  yet  express- 
ed by  Congress,  whether  to  retain,  unexpended,  aU  or 
any  portion  of  the  present  surplus,  till  after  1841,  with  a 
particular  view  to  supply  the  place  of  the  great  reduction 
which  is  then  to  be  made  in  our  recdpts  from  customs  un- 
der the  existing  laws.  Minute  details,  therefore,  on  Aese 
points,  would  be  only  hypothetical,  and  might,  without 
further  data  on  which  to  found  them,  mislead  instead  of 
proving  useful. 

But  it  is  probable  that  Congress  may  deem  it  expedient 
to  pursue  one  of  the  following  general  couraea  in  relatian 
to  the  present  large  surplus,  and  any  which  might  hereaf- 
ter accrue  under  our  existing  laws'-^ither  to  appropriate 
more  liberally  to  great  olnects  of  national  conaequenoe, 
while  the  Treasury  is  so  Uill,  and  in  that  way  gradually 
call  for  and  employ  the  surplus  till  those  objects  are  accom- 
plished, and  then  to  reserve  only  the  residue,  if  any,  in 
doposite  with  the  States,  to  meet  future  contingencies  and 
the  anticipated  deficiencies  in  the  revenue  afier  1843;  or  to 
make  a  more  rapid  reduction  of  the  balance  of  public  mon- 
ey now  on  hand,  by  legislation,  which  will  largely  dimizK 
ish  our  revenue  either  from  customs  or  lands,  and  thus  re- 
quire more  of  the  current  expenditures  to  be  paid  from  the 
present  surplus,  until  the  whole  shall  be  exhausted;  or  tc* 
pennit  the  most  of  it  to  remain  longer  in  deposite  with  tb^ 
States,  and  so  shape  future  appropriations  as  never  to  ren- 
der it  necessary  to  call  for  the  surplus,  except  to  meet  on- 
expected  and  extraordinary  wants. 

In  respect  to  this  last  measure,  to  far  as  already  adopted 
by  Congress,  and  the  operation  of  it  upon  our  fiscal  cod- 
cerns  to  this  time  and  hereafter,  a  few  further  ohservatioGa 
may  be  expected. 

Before  the  two  sessions  of  Congress  just  passed,  it  wa« 
considered  doubtful  whether  that  body  would  deem  it  expe- 
dient to  adopt  the  recommendations  of  this  Department,  to 
expend  early,  on  proper  objects,  all  the  nett  balance  in  the 
Treasury,  after  defraying  existing  charges;  or,  if  unwillia^ 
to  do  that,  to  reduce  at  once  the  revenue  from  customs  and 
lands,  and  leave  with  the  people  the  excess  which  wooM 
otherwise  be  collected,  so  as  gradually  to  absorb  the  pres- 
ent surplus,  and  ere  long  to  collect  none  of  any  considenH 
hlc  magnitude,  whether  for  extraordinary  expenditures* 
distribution,  or  other  purposes.  Consequently,  a  sugge<»- 
tion  was  made  in  the  annual  reports  of  1884  and  1835. 
for  the  temporary  investment  of  the  surplite  while  either  oi 
Chose  operations  might  be  going  on,  and,  if  neither  of  tfa«^ 
was  adopted,  then  to  remain  safe  and  productive  until  it 
should  hereafter  be  needed  for  public  pinposes.  The  fm:- 
posed  disposal  of  it  for  these  periods,  which  it  was  ex^tci- 
ed  vyould  not  be  very  protracted,  was  in  a  form  which  «a$ 
considered  secure  and  profitable  by  the  purchase  of  s^ 
stocks.  Thus,  easily  and  gradually,  as  well  as  roost  pru- 
dently, it  was  supposed  the  inconveniences  of  so  unexpect- 
ed and  embarrassing  an  event  as  a  large  surplus  wt>u!d  br 
obviated,  and  at  the  same  time,  a  provident  fund  cre«te«j 
which  would  be  yielding  interest,  and  whidi  could  aAer* 
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wafds  l>e  reaoitod  to  when  the  cunent  ezpenditurM  migfat, 
from  any  eaitte»  either  before  or  after  1841,  exceed  the 
current  revenue.     In  relation  to  that  subject,  though  a  top- 
ic still  intimately  and  deeply  connected  widi  our  financeii, 
few  additional  remarkB  at  this  time  seemed  called  for,  since 
Congress,  at  th^  last  session,  by  a  clause  in  the  deposite 
la^v^y^  provided  for  what  thu  Department  considers^  and  has 
ts^en  all  the  proper  preliminary  steps  to  make,  a  temporary 
diopoaition  of  the  whole  money  in  the  Trnuury  on  the 
first  of  January  next,    except  five  millions  of  dollars. 
Looking  at  that  as  a  financial  measure,  which  is  the  only 
▼iew  now  under  consideration,  the  granting  the  use  of  the 
money  without  any  interest,  constitutes  a  difference  from 
the  mode  proposed  by  this  Department,  which  was  doubtless 
designed  as  a  benefit  to  the  several  States,  and  in  that  view 
was  abo  very  properly  proffered  to  all  if  to  any  of  the  States, 
whether  now  in  debt  or  not,  and  whether  needing  the  mon* 
ey  for  any  great  public  purpose  or  not     While  treated  in 
the  nature  of  a  mere  tenqwreiy  deposite  or  investment  on 
the  credit  of  each  State  respectively,  without  iifterest,  the 
profits  or  income  of  it  alone  to  be  expended,  and  the  prin* 
cipal  to  be  ever  held  sacred  and  ready  for  repayment  whenever 
needed,  like  a  fund  that  is  providently  designed  to  meet  any 
future  public  contingencies,  this  kind  of  deposite  may  not 
embarrass  our  finances,  and  is  likely  to  prove  usefiil  and 
convenient  to  the  Treasniy .    But,  should  considerable  por- 
tions of  it  be  soon  wanted  by  the  General  Government,  the 
deposite  will  probably  occasion  to  many  of  the  States  in- 
convenience and  difficulties,  if  not  losses,  in  the  manage- 
ment and  repayment  of  it,  more  than  equivalent  to  the  in- 
terest received.  On  the  contrary,  if  mudi  of  it  be  not  want- 
ed for  some  years,  or  till  after  1841,  the  result  may  be  other- 
wise to  such  States  as  either  need  the  money  or  are  able  to 
employ  it  beneficially. 

The  experience  of  this  Department  has  been  too  brief, 
under  the  constant  and  laborious  preparation  to  cany  into 
effect  in  due  time,  all  provisions  in  the  late  deposite  act,  to 
warrant,  on  the  present  occasion,  any  recommendations  of 
modifications  In  this  particular  portion  of  it;  but  it  is  respect- 
fully suggested,  that  although  a  gradual  investment  of  the 
smrplus  in  existing  State  stocks  wouM,  it  is  believed,  have 
produced  no  pressure  in  the  money  market,  yet  the  embar- 
rassments incident  to  the  transfen  of  such  large  sums  of 
money  as  became  necessary  in  order  to  divide  it  seasonably 
among  a  greater  number  of  banks  as  well  as  among  the 
diHerent  States,  and  the  consequent  temporary  withdrawal 
of  considerable  portions  of  it  from  immediate  use,  are  em- 
l^arraiisments  inseparable  from  the  provisions  and  faithful 
execution  of  the  law  in  its  present  form.  Though  they  con- 
«litate  only  a  portion  of  those  evils  which  now  afllict  the 
commercial  community,  and  have  been  mitigated  in  their 
operation  by  this  Department,  where  practicable,  they  could 
not  be  wholly  obviated  without  departing  entirely  from  the 
duties  imposed  by  the  law.  Immediately  after  its  passage, 
steps  were  taken,  as  required  by  Congress,  to  commence  a 
reducti<m  of  the  depositee,  which  had  then  accumulated  in 
certain  banks  beyond  three 'fourths  the  amount  of  their  capi- 
tal, and  at  the  same  time  to  have  some  portion  of  the  anti- 
cipated surplus  taken  from  States  where  its  accumulation 
had  been  large  or  inconvenient,  and  placed,  before  the  first 
of  January  next,  in  States  where  enough  had  not  before 
been  deposited,  and  where  suitable  banks  existed  willing  to 
receive  it.  These  steps  will  be  more  fully  detailed  in  a 
subsequent  part  of  this  report.  All  the  payments  to  the 
eeveral  States,  for  the  whole  year,  are  expected  to  bo  made 
punctually  at  the  times  required;  but  it  will  be  necessary, 
from  the  mode  of  keeping  public  accounts,  to  take  the  cur- 
rent statement  of  the  Treasurer  on  the  first  day  of  January 
next,  as  the  guide  for  the  supposed  amount  in  the  Treasury 
required  to  be  apportioned  among  the  States,  and  one-quar- 
ter of  it  to  deposited  on  that  day.  By  pursuing  any  other 
course  an  unavoidable  delay  of  weeks,  if  not  months,  would 


be  neoesauy  in  making  the  prdiminary  arrangements  for  the 
first  payment.  But  that  statement  seldom  diffcre  more  than  a 
few  hundred  dollara  from  the  result  as  ascertained  on  sub- 
sequent settlement,  and  hence  its  amount,  independent  of 
unavailable  funds,  and  what  is  held  for  the  Post  Office  and 
Patent  Office,  and  in  various  special  trusts,  will  be  deemed 
the  true  sum  intended  by  Congress  as  subject  to  apportion- 
ment, after  deducting  five  millions^  unless,  in  the  mean 
time,  the  Department  shall  be  otherwise  directed  by  that 
body. 

The  whole  sum  to  be  deposited  with  the  Stales  will,  on 
these  prindplee,  and  according  to  the  present  appearances, 
range  between  $35,000,000  and  $88,000,000,  and  exceed 
somewhat  $130,000  to  each  electoral  vote  in  eadi-of  the 
twenty-five  States  now  in  the  Union — Michigan,  firom  the 
language  of  the  act,  not  being  considered  as  yet  entitled  to 
an  apportionment  under  it.  Three  States  have  already  sig- 
nified their  willingness  to  receive  the  money  on  the  terms 
proposed,  and  it  is  expected  that  seveisal  more  will  do  the 
same  before  the  fint  of  January,  and  probably  most  of  them 
in  the  course  of  the  present  winter. 

Leaving  further  suggestions  on  these  and  various  other 
considerations  which  bear  on  this  interesting  subject,  but 
which  need  not  be  repeated,  the  Department  will  next  pro- 
ceed to  an  exhibit  of  the  manner  in  which  thu  surplus,  as 
well  as  the  rest  of  the  public  money,  has  been  kept  during 
the  past  year,  and  of  Uie  detailed  preparations  which  have 
been  made  for  the  future  custody  and  preservation  of  it,  in 
conformity  to  the  act  of  Congress  to  regulate  the  depositcn 
of  the  public  money,  passed  June  23,  1 836,  and  the  sup- 
plementary act  on  Uie  same  subject,  passed  on  the  4th  of 
July,  1836. 

VI.—-  Of  the  keeping  of  the  Public  Money  and  tttaie  of  the 

Deposite  Banks. 

The  money  in  the  Treasury  has  been  safely  kept  during 
the  year  1 836.  Until  July  last,  as  during  the  two  previous 
years,  it  was  placed  in  State  banks,  selected  according  to 
the  discretion  of  this  Department,  on  account  of  their 
high  standing  and  fiivorable  position  for  fiscal  purposes,  and 
regulated  in  a  manner  considered  most  secure  to  the  Treas- 
ury and  convenient  to  the  community,  as  well  as  useful  to 
all  concerned. 

It  is  a  source  of  high  gratification  to  be  able  to  add  that, 
while  so  selected  and  employed,  not  a  single  dollar  was  lost 
to  the  Government  by  any  of  them,  or  a  single  failure  oc- 
cured  to  transfer  promptly  and  pay  out  satisfactorily  the 
public  money  intrusted  to  their  custody;  nor  is  it  believed 
that  the  donoestic  exchanges  of  the  country  were  ever  lower 
or  more  regular  than  during  that  period;  and  the  large 
amount  of  them  performed  by  those  deposite  banks  .in  ordi- 
nary purehases  or  discounts,  equalling  from  one  hundred  and 
fifty  to  two  hundred  millions  of  dollan  yearly,  or  near  a 
third  more  than  those  of  the  same  kind  by  the  United  States 
Bank  while  the  fiscal  agent  of  the  Government,  evinced  the 
great  ability  and  usefulness  of  those  banks  on  this  important 
subject. 

But  since  the  passage  of  the  act  of  Congress,  June  83, 
1836,  « to  regulate  the  deposites  of  public  money,"  most 
of  the  discretionary  power  befi>re  exereised  by  this  Depart- 
ment on  this  subject,  under  previous  laws  and  long  usages, 
has  been  considered  as  no  longer  posessed,  and  various  so- 
licitations to  use  it,  though  some  of  them  were  in  cases  of 
extreme  hardship,  could  not  therefore  be  complied  with. 
Relieved  from  great  n»ponsibility,  and  in  many  cases  from 
much  delicacy  in  the  exeroise  of  it  by  the  passage  of  that 
act,  a  new  system,  in  conformity  vrith  its  provisions,  and 
in  place  of  the  former  one,  was  at  onoe  commenced  by  this 
Department,  and  has  since  been  puraued  with  all  the  strict- 
ness and  regularity  which  the  nature  of  business  so  exten- 
sive and  complicated  would  permit;  and  at  the  same  time, 
with  every  indulgence  and  forbearance  in  cases  of  embar- 
rassment or  suffering,  which  were  permissible  without  a 
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violation  of  law.  It  was  necessaiy  by  the  act  to  i^ypoint 
anew  all  the  former  depoaite  banks,  if  they  were  to  be  re- 
tained in  the  Beivice  of  the  GoTemment  Accordingly,  the 
preliminary  inquiries  rendered  proper  by  the  new  law 
before  any  selection  was  authorized  to  be  made,  were  im- 
mediately instituted  in  every  case  of  the  former  deposite 
banks;  and  havinpr  beensatisfiustorily  answered,  all  of  them 
have  been  reappointed  except  three,  where  some  formali- 
ties in  their  pap«rs  are  nol  yet  completed.  The  provision 
of  that  act  which  prohibits  more  public  money  to  be  left  in 
any  one  bank  than  three-fourths  the  amount  of  its  capital, 
rendered  the  selection  of  numerous  new  banks,  to  receive 
the  sums  which  the  old  ones  were  not  allowed  to  retain, 
indispensable  in  the  present  overflowing  condition  of  the 
Treasury,  and  especially  at  places  in  which  the  capitals  of 
the  old  banks  were  small. 

The  transfer  of  all  the  money  in  the  Treasury,  except 
five  millions,  on  the  1st  of  January  next,  to  be  deposited 
in  the  treasuries  of  4he  several  States  quarterly  during  1887, 
in  ratable  proportions,  made  it  proper  to  select  also  a  few 
other  new  banks  in  some  of  the  States,  to  receive  those 
proportions  or  sufficient  parts  of  them,  when  they  happen- 
ed to  be  either  collected  there,  or  to  be  incidentally  and 
easily  transferable  there. 

ThuB  the  trouble  and  embarrassment  of  a  second  and  sud- 
den transfer  in  January  next,  and  quarterly  thereafter  du- 
ring the  year,  were  often  saved  by  combining,  in  several 
appropriate  cases,  the  transfers  oidered  by  Congress  to  be 
soon  made  from  banks  having  an  excess,  with  the  transfers 
of  that  excess  to  other  banks  in  the  States  where  it  was  to 
be  paid  during  the  present  year  on  appropriations,  or  the 
ensuing  year  on  the  apportionment,  and  in  which  last-de- 
scribed banks  and  States  a  deficiency  existed.  In  this  way, 
on  several  occasions,  the  opportunity  has  been  improved  of 
beginning  to  perfect,  gradually,  and  in  some  degree  contem- 
poraneously, between  places  near,  suitable,  and  of  easy  in- 
tercommunication, the  great  and  difficult  apportionment  of 
the  deposites  of  the  public  money  among  several  difierent 
States,  as  well  as  among  different  banks.  The  whole 
amount  of  transfers  ordered  since  the  1st  of  July  last,  have 
of  necessity  been  at  times  very  large;  but  many  of  them 
have  not  yet  taken  effect;  many  more  are  still  to  be  order- 
ed, and  the  whole  amount  necessary  to  accomplish  both  ob- 
jects will  be  less,  and  their  operation  easier,  than  if  a  dif- 
ferent course  had  been  pursued,  and  the  two  apportionments 
between  the  banks  and  the  States  had  not  been  united,  in 
cases  where  practicable  and  convenient,  and  where  large 
accumulations  existed  on  the  one  hand  to  be  reduced,  and 
deficiencies  on  the  other  to  be  supplied.  Their  union, 
in  such  cases,  is  supposed  to  have  been  specially  contem- 
plated by  Congress,  as^explained  in  the  second  and  supple- 
mentary deposite  act,  passed  in  July,  and  as  seemed  just  to 
the  several  States  which  had  not  before  enjoyed  much,  if 
any,  benefit  from  the  deposite  and  use  of  the  public  money 
within  their  limits.  Hence,  while  many  transfers  have 
been  forborne,  when  feasible  under  the  law,  and  desired 
from  public  considerations  connected  with  the  great  pres- 
sure in  the  money  market,  and  which  pressure  they  would, 
though  authorized  by  the  acts,  have  severely  aggravated, 
yet  great  care  has  been  employ^  not  to  make  a  single  trans- 
fer, except  in  the  language  of  the  first  deposite  act,  **  to 
facilitate  the  public  disbursements,  and  to  comply  with  the 
provisions  of  the  act;"  or,  as  described  more  fully  in  the 
second  act,  either  <'to  prevent  large  and  inconvenient  accu- 
mulations in  particular  places,  or  in  order  to  produce  a  due 
equality  and  just  proportion,  according  to  the  provisions  of 
said  act.''  All  the  transfers  ordered  have  likewise  been  so 
modified  in  respect  to  time,  place,  and  business,  as  to  pro- 
duce the  least  inconvenience  and  exiiense  possible  to  the 
banks  or  the  community  consbtent  with  faithful  endeavors 
to  execute  the  law  on  both  subjects  seasonably  and  effici- 
ently.   They  have  been  to  conducted  as  also  to  relieve  the 


Treasury  from  any  expense  whatever  in  a  finanrial  opeit- 
tion  so  large  and  unusual;  but,  in  carrying  out  so  large  • 
moneyed  operation  as  the  new  law  demanded,  and  one 
neither  comporting  with  our  usual  fiscal  proceedings^  nor 
following  the  ordinary  channels  of  trade,  it  has  requind 
great  caution  not  to  create  more  embarrassment  than  has 
really  occurred  firom  this  source,  and  a  greater  derangciDeBt 
in  exchanges  than  actually  exists. 

In  complying  with  the  depoaite  act,  it  baa  already  beca 
found  necessary  to  appcnnt  for^-eight  more  banks,  wwikin|j 
on  the  1st  instant,  with  the  former  ones,  wttfaotit  thiir 
branches,  the  whole  number  of  eigh^-one.  The  Dqisxt- 
ment  has  endeavored,  in  these  selections,  to  oonlaim  U>  d» 
spirit  of  the  act  of  Congress  as  regards  their  convenient  lo- 
cation for  accommodating  either  the  collecttona  or  the  di»- 
bursements  of  the  public  money.  It  has  in  all  caaea  required 
the  preliminary  information  made  necessary  by  the  act  It 
has,  as  enioined,  chosen  at  least  one  bank  in  every  State 
which  had  banl^mg  institutions,  and  which  included  aS 
except  Missouri  and  Arkansas.  It  has  obtained  from  eacb 
bank  a  written  agreement  to  comply  with  the  duties  pre- 
scribed by  law,  and  in  every  case  except  four  or  five  not 
deemed  suitable,  from  peculiar  circumstancea,  has  zc- 
ccived  collateral  security  for  the  faithful  fulfilment  of  thsK 
agreements,  and  has  endeavored  from  time  to  time  to  inak« 
such  requests  on  the  subject  of  specie  and  other  topics  coa- 
nected  with  their  condition  and  with  their  mode  of  traa»- 
acting  business  as  seemed  conducive  to  safety  and  pubik 
convenience.  The  names  of  each  deposite  bank,  with  the 
amount  of  public  money  in  each,  and  its  detailed  conditioii 
in  all  respects,  near  the  1st  of  November,  1836,  are  ezlob- 
ited  in  the  document  annexed,  (El  and  2.) 

In  another  document  (F)  is  presented  more  lolly  and  ie< 
cently  the  condition  of  those  banks  with  this  Department 
as  it  shows,  by  their  last  returns  to  the  Treasorer  on  tfe^ 
1st  instant,  the  amount  of  public  money  then  on  hand,  thf 
outstanding  drafts  then  against  them,  and  the  exiatinf 
transfers  to  and  from  each  bank.  A  number  of  the  States 
now  have  deposites  sufficient,  with  the  accruing  revenue, 
so  meet  all  the  probable  demands  within  their  limits  the 
next  year.  But  it  is  otherwise  with  several  of  them,  and 
where  money  has  not  yet  been  placed  in  each  State  sufiEkiee 
to  meet  the  probable  amount  of  deposites  required  there  da- 
ring the  first  quarter  of  the  next  year,  for  expenditure  as 
well  as  apportionment,  it  has  been  or  will  be  put  under  or- 
ders of  transfer,  so  as  to  reach  there  seasonably. 

Numerous  difficult  and  embarrassing  questions  have  aris- 
en in  the  execution  of  ihe  new  deposite  act,  in  consequence 
of  the  novelty  of  many  of  its  provisions,  and  the  unequal 
operation  of  others  on  some  of  the  depoeitodeB;.hut,  wheie 
great  doubts  existed  as  to  the  true  intention  of  the  law,  tbf 
opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  has  been  taken.  Wb«e 
that  opinion  has  been  unfavorable  to  the  views  entertained 
under  the  law  as  it  now  stands,  the  parties  have  been  k^ 
(as  they  must  always  be  in  such  cases  of  supposed  inequalitr 
and  hfl^pdship)  to  resort  to  Congress  for  appropriate  ietk£ 
It  is,  therefore,  respectfully  suggested  that  relief  for  the  past 
may  be  proper  in  several  cases,  which  it  is  anticipated  the 
parties  interested  will  present  to  the  consideration  of  Con- 
gress. For  the  convenience  of  this  Department,  it  is  desi- 
rable that  a  provision  be  made  for  the  future,  that  anj 
agency  furnishing  ample  security  be  regarded,  under  ibt 
law,  as  having  the  same  separate  capital  where  eatahlisbed 
as  the  bank  to  which  it  belongs. 

It  'vt  further  recommended  that  authority  be  given  to  dis- 
continue  such  of  the  newly-selected  banks  aa  may,  h^^ 
time  to  time,  be  no  longer  needed  for  fiscal  or  other  pur- 
poses. A  large  portion  of  them,  after  the  contempla^ 
deposites  are  made  with  the  several  States,  will  probabi; 
become  entirely  useless  to  the  Treasury,  whUe  their  retoms 
and  correspondence  will  continue  to  be  burdensome  to  aT 
concerned. 
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Immediately  after  the  passage  of  the  law,  it  became  the 
duty  of  this  ]>epartment»  among  other  things,  to  select  a 
9ufKcient  number  of  banks  to  hold  the  public  money,  with' 
oat  exceeding  three-fourths  of  the  amount  of  their  capitals, 
and  one,  at  least,  in  each  State  having  banks.  ' 

As  it  seemed  impossible  to  carry  these  provisions  into ' 
execution  in  several  of  the  States,  unless  banks  should  be  i 
selected  which  might  possibly  have  issued  or  paid  out  some  | 
stnatl  bills  after  the  4ti[i  of  July,  and  before  they  had  com-  < 
pleted  the  agreement,  and  assumed  the  duties  imposed  by 
the  act,  it  was  thoi^ht  that  a  natural  construction,  given 
to  the  limitation  in  that  respect,  would  make  it  applicable 
only  to  such  banks  as  were  selected  and  subject  to  the  law 
previous  to  that  date,  and  that  the  others  must  no^  on  a 
like  principle,  make  any  such  issues  after  their  selection. 
This  would  impart  a  reasonable  and  practical  effect  to  the 
clause,  and,  at  the  same  time,  not  tend  entirely  to  defeat 
the  operation  of  other  provisions  in  the  act.  Accordingly, 
minute  inquiries  were  not  instituted,  whether  the  banks  ap- 
plying to  be  selected  had,  previous  to  their  application, 
issued  such  bills  or  not,  but  all  were  required,  at  the  time 
of  their  selection,  to  enter  into  an  express  written  agree- 
ment to  conform  to  all  the  provisions  of  the  act,  and,  conse- 
quently, not  to  issue  any  while  they  were  public  doposito* 
rieB.  On  more  mature  reflection,  doubts  having  arisen 
whether  this  wai  going  far  enough,  and  whether  any  banks 
which  may  have  issued  small  bills  between  the  4th  of  July 
and  their  selection,  could  in  strict  law  be  retained,  or  could 
have  been  legally  appointed,  it  was  deemed  proper  to  take 
the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  on  that  point  He 
confirmed  these  doubts,  but  recommended  the  submission 
of  the  subject  to  Congress,  before  discontinuing  any  of  the 
banks,  which,  upon  investigation,  might  appear  to  have 
made  such  issues  before  entering  into  the  agnreemcnt.  The 
Department  would,  therefore,  respectfully  recommend  that 
an  act  be  pasted  sanctioning  the  selection  and  continuance 
of  deposite  banks  which  may  be  so  situated,  provided  such 
banks  have  not  issued  or  paid  out  small  bills  after  their  ap- 
pointment as  public  depositories. 

VII.— 0/  ihe  Mint  and  the  Curreiuy. 
On  the  subject  of  the  Mint  and  the  new  coinage,  the 
Department  is  gratified  to  state  that,  by  means  of  additional 
appropriations,  of  improvements  in  machinery,  and  of  an 
ample  supply  of  metal  for  coining,  through  the  fortunate 
remittances  to  this  country  of  the  French,  Spanish,  and 
Ncapcrfitan  indemnities  in  gold,  more  money  has  been,  and 
will  be  coined  during  the  present,  than  in  any  previous 
year  since  the  foundation  of  the  Government.  The  whole 
amount,  from  the  1  Ft  of  January,  1836,  to  the  Ist  of  No- 
vember, 1836,  has  been,  in  gold,  $3,619,440;  in  silver, 
$2,877,000;  and  in  copper,  $22,634.  The  sums  trans- 
ferred to  the  Mint  in  aid  of  the  coinage,  under  a  clause  in 
the  late  deposite  act,  have  amounted  to  $700,000.  "When 
the  annual  report  of  the  Director  is  made,  on  the  ist  of 
January  next,  a  more  minute  account  of  all  his  operations, 
<nith  his  views  on  these  transfers,  will  be  presented,  ac- 
companied with  such  suggestions  for  further  legislation  on 
the  subject  as  his  experience  may  lead  him  to  consider  use- 
ful. The  Mint  and  its  branches  would,  in  my  opinion,  be 
more  efficiently  assisted  by  means  of  appropriations,  rather 
than  mere  transfers,  to  supply  fully  and  promptly  the  ad- 
ditional coinage  which  the  additional  wants  of  the  commu- 
nity may  from  time  to  time  require.  The  Department  is 
still  convinced,  for  reasons  formerly  urged,  on  the  consid- 
eration of  Congress,  that  a  gold  coin  of  one  dollar  in  value 
mijgfat  be  very  convenient  and  useful  to  the  public  in  many 
of  ihe  ordinary  transactions  of  society.  The  branch  mints 
all  in  progress,  and  will  probably  be  completed  by  June 
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next,  and  their  machinery  at  a  still  earlier  day.  The  coin- 
age in  them  can  commence  immediately  aficr  their  com- 
pletion, if  the  proper  appropriations  are  in  the  mean  time 
made,  and  the  proper  oi^cers  appointed.     The  greatly  in- 


creased quantity  of  gold  now  existing  in  the  countiy 
amounts,  probably,  U)  upwards  of  $15,000,000.  For  this 
we  are  chiefly  indebted  to  the  new  valuation  of  our  coin, 
though  some  influence  must  be  ascribed  to  the  eflbrts  made 
by  the  General  Government  and  most  of  the  States  to  sup- 
press the  circulation  of  small  bills,  as  well  as  to  the  fit- 
vorable  condition  of  our  foreign  exchanges  since  1834,  and 
the  policy  of  ordering  home  tlie  foreign  indemnities  in 
gold,  and  encouraging  public  payments  to  be  in  part  made 
with  this  kind  of  coin.  At  this  time,  the  abundance  of 
gold  here  is  such  as  to  have  produced  increased  facility  in 
distant  specie  operations,  and  it  is  becoming  more  widely 
and  beneficially  diffused  over  the  different  sections  of  the 
Union,  to  the  greater  accommodation  of  most  classes  of  peo- 
ple, particularly  in  travelling  and  exchanges,  and  to 
the  permanent  improvement  of  our  circulating  medium. 
The  amount  of  gold  coined  since  the  new  valuation  in 
1834,  has  been  near  $10,000,000,  and  has  exceeded,  by 
one  or  two  millions,  the  whole  amount  coined  in  the  thirty- 
one  previous  years  which  had  elapsed  after  the  Mint  went  into 
operation.  The  amount  coined  during  the  past  twelve 
months  alone  is  greater  than  that  during  the  whole  of  the 
first  sixteen  years  after  its  establishment. 

Another  important  and  gratifying  consequence,  which 
has  resulted  principally  ftom.  the  present  pidicy  and  system 
as  to  {ho  currency,  has  been,  that  of  all  the  gold  coined 
before  August,  1834,  amounting  to  about  $12,000,000, 
probably  not  $1,000,000  then  remained  in  the  country,  and 
of  that  small  amount  only  a  very  diminutive  portion  was 
in  active  circulation.  Indeed,  before  1834,  our  coinage 
of  gold  was  of  little  benefit,  except  to  purify  and  prepare 
the  bullion  for  exportation,  and  for  the  use  of  foreign 
mints.  But  the  great  mass  of  near  $10,0p0,000,  since 
coined,  undoubtedly  remains  in  the  country,  and  an  in* 
creased  and  increasing  portion  of  it  is  in  active  and  conve- 
nient circulation.  To  promote  this  desirable  end,  a  larger 
proportion  than  usual  of  quarter  eagles  has  been  recently 
struck;  and  the  whole  number  of  gold  pieces,  of  eveiy 
kind,  made  since  the  beginning  of  the  present  year,  is  about 
$1,000,000,  and  almost  equals  the  entire  number  coined 
during  the  whole  forty  years  previous  to  the  new  coinage. 
The  change  in  the  amount  of  spode,  of  all  kinds,  in  the 
country,  during  the  last  three  years,  is  highly  gra^ying, 
as  an  earnest  of  a  more  solid  basis  to  a  paper  circulation 
already  too  large  in  proportion,  and  as  a  security,  not  only 
to  those  classes  who  are  most  safe  in  the  employment  of  a 
metallic  currency  for  ail  common  purposes,  but  to  the  bcmk- 
ing  institutions  themselves  in  periods  of  panic  and  unfavor- 
able balances  in  foreign  trade. 

The  whole  specie  in  the  country  in  October,  1833,  when 
the  public  deposites  were  removed  from  the  United  States 
Bank,  did  not  probably  exceed  thirty  millions,  and  the  por- 
tion of  this  in  banks  is  not  supposed  to  have  exceeded 
twenty-six  millions;  while  now  the  whole  specie  in  thf< 
country  piobably  exceeds  seventy-three  millions,  and  of  that 
the  portion  in  banks  is  believed  to  be  over  forty-five  mil- 
lions, leaving  twenty-eight  millions  in  active  chrculation. 

The  paper  circulation  within  the  above  period  has  also 
been  groatly  and  unfortunately  enlarged. 

From  about  eighty  millions,  which  was  then  the  suppo- 
sed aggregate,  after  deducting  the  large  amount  of  twenty 
millions  for  notes  held  in  different  banks,  it  has  probably 
risen,  and  chiefly  within  eighteen  months  past,  to  about 
one  hundred  and  twenty  millions. 

But  this  increase,  though  great,  it  will  be  seen  is  not 
half  so  great  a  relative  increase  as  has  taken  place  in  the 
whole  specie  in  the  country,  nor  quite  as  great  as  has  hap- 
pened in  the  specie  of  the  banks  alone. 

Computing  that  the  paper  in  active  circulation  in  the 
United  States  has  generally  averaged  about  two  to  one  of 
specie  on  hand  in  the  banks,  and  was  in  October,  1833, 
about  three  to  one,  or  near  fifty  per  cent,  over  the  usual 
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propcHTtion,  the  comparative  auounts  of  specie  at  the  several 
returns  from  1833  to  1836  presented  a  very  fiivoraUe 
change;  had  become  greater  than  the  usual  proportion*  and 
even  now^  in  all  the  banks,  taken  as  a  whole,  are  some- 
what improved  since  1833.  But  they  have  much  deterio- 
rated the  last  year  and  a  half.  Agaui,  while  the  whole 
amount,  as  well  as  proportion  of  specie  in  the  countiy,  is 
much  greater  than  it  was  two  years  ago,  and  the  propor- 
tion is  ample  for  the  paper  circulation  in  several  of  the  banks 
and  States,  yet  it  is  manifest  that  many  institutions  in  other 
States  have  of  late  departed  more  widely  from  the  proper 
and  safe  proportions  than  their -peculiar  location  or  advan- 
tages for  business,  however  favorable,  might  warrant  on 
sound  banking  principles. 

As  some  illustration  of  the  general  changes  on  those 
points  since  1833,  the  following  brief  exhibit,  in  round 
numbers,  and  in  a  tabular  form,  prepared  partly  from  actual 
returns  and  partly  from  estimates,  may  be  useful: 


Dates. 


Near  Oct.  1833 
1  Jan.  1834 
1  Jan.  1835 
1  Jan.  1836 
1  Dec.  1836 


Paper  in  ac- 
tive  circula- 
tion. 


Specie  in  ac- 
tive circula- 
tion. 


Specie  in 
banks. 


$80,000,000 

76,000,000 

82,000,000 

108,000,000 

120,000,000 


$4,000,000 
12,000,000 
18,000,000 
23,000,000 
28,000,000 


$25,000,000 
27,000,000 
43,000,000 
40,000,000 

•45,000,000 


At  all  these  periods,  except  the  Ist  of  January  last, 
twenty  millions  of  paper  have  been  computed  as  issued,  but 
not  in  actual  circulation  among  the  people,  being  held  by 
other  banks,  and  so  far  considered  as  equivalent  to  a  deduc- 
tion of  a  like  amount  from  their  own  circulation,  liable  to 
be  redeemed  in  specie.  On  the  1st  of  January  last,  the 
amount  so  held  was  about  thirty-two  millions,  and  in  July 
last  the  active  paper  circulation  was  abo  probably  some  mil- 
lions larger  than  it  now  is.  This  exhibit  makes  the  whole 
active  circulation,  of  both  paper  and  specie,  about  $6  50 
per  head  of  our  whole  estimated  population  in  October, 
1833;  about  $6  50  in  January,  1834;  about  $7  in  Janua- 
ry, 1835;  about  $8  50  in  January,  1836;  and  near  $10  at 
the  present  time.  Though  this  is  a  less  proportion  of  cir- 
culating medium  than  is  now  usual  in  the  countries  of  Eu- 
rope which  are  most  commercial,  and  where  specie  is  more 
used  than  bills,  yet  it  is  a  larger  ratio  than  has  ever  been 
supposed  to  be  necessary  in  the  United  States,  considering 
the  character  of  two  or  three  millions  of  our  Southern  pop- 
ulation. 

The  average  here  has  usually  been  about  $6  per  head; 
nor  has  the  amount  ever,  before  181 1,  been  supposed  much 
to  exceed  $5;  and,  at  no  time  since,  has  exceeded  about  $7 
|)er  head,  except  under  the  excessive  paper  issues  towards 
the  close  of  the  late  war,  by  which,  in  1816,  it  was  esti- 
mated to  have  reached  $11  per  head. 

While  our  country  has,  of  late  years,  become  more  com- 
mercial and  wealthy,  and  has  a  larger  portion  of  specie  in 
use,  which  circumstances  would  somewhat  increase  the  ne- 
cessary and  proper  amount  of  circulation  per  head,  it  has, 
as  counteracting  causes  to  these,  greatly  increased  in  the 
ease  and  quickness  of  communication,  whether  by  mail  or 
otherwise,  and  in  the  use  of  bills  of  exchange  and  drafts 
instead  of  money,  for  distant  operations. 

Hence  our  circulation,  during  the  past  twelve  months, 
at  ?  8  50  and  $10  per  head,  is  deemed  excessive,  and,  as  in 
1816,  one  great  cause  of  the  exorbitant  prices  which  have 
prevailed  in  relation  to  almost  every  article,  as  well  as  of  the 
extraordinary  propensity  to  overtrading  and  speculation 
which  has  pervaded  almost  every  section  of  the  country. 
It  is  true  that,  during  a  few  months  past,  the  paper  propor- 
tion of  our  circulation  has,  as  before  suggested^  been  con- 


siderably reduced;  but  till  that,  with  our  present  bFve 
amount  of  specie  in  circulation  added,  &lls  as  low  as  alxMit 
$7  per  head,  or  the  bank  notes  to  about  $80,000,000,  ia- 
stead  of  $120,000,000,  the  currency  may  be  coDsider«d  to 
too  redundant,  and  in  an  unnatural  and  inflated  condition. 
The  credit  ^stem  has  not  only  undergone  an  uiHtsual  ex- 
pansion among  individuals  and  Stales,  but  it  has,  by  mcaiu 
of  these  inordinate  paper  issues,  penetrated  more  deq«iy 
than  is  safe  into  the  whole  currency  of  the  country,  ani] 
rendered  that  which,  as  money,  is  and  should  be  de^'ined 
the  substitute  or  antagonist  of  credit,  dependent  too  much 
on  credit  itself,  and  subject  to  many  of  the  dangers  acd 
fluctuations  in  value  inseparable  from  mere  credit,  rathff 
than  possessing  the  intrinsic  and  uniform  value  attached  to 
specie. 

This  condition  is  believed  to  have  been  produced  rhie% 
l>y  numerous  incorporations  of  new  banks,  without  suitablf 
legal  restrictions,  in  many  States,  on  either  the  amount  of 
discounts  or  of  the  paper  issued,  in  proportion  to  the  sperk 
on  hand,  and  by  the  excessive  demands  for  money  thus 
tempted  and  stimulated  to  aid  an  unusual  number  of  extrar. 
agant  adventurers  in  lands,  stocks,  and  trade. 

These  acting  together,  and  in  some  degree  influencicj^ 
and  exciting  each  other,  have  induced  many  banks  to  haz- 
ard unreasonable  and  indiscreet  issues,  as  well  as  loan 9,  tc 
supply  the  wants  of  such  an  extraordinary  fyias,  and  which 
there  is  good  reason  to  believe  (however  large  a  proportion 
of  specie  fortunately  exists  in  the  country,  and  which  may 
tend  sooner  to  avert  the  usual  evil  consequences  from  the 
above  state  of  things)  will  produce  much  distreasy  embar- 
rassment, and  ruin,  before  this  specie  can  be  duly  eqnalizf^, 
the  excesses  of  paper  sufliciently  curtailed,  and  the  exor- 
bitant discounts  gradually  lessened  to  their  safe  and  proper 
limits. 

This  increase  of  about  forty  millions,  or  one-third  of  the 
paper  circulation,  in  a  year  and  a  half,  is  a  sudden  anJ 
great  fluctuation,  which  never  could  occur  in  a  currency  en- 
tirely metallic,  and  which  would  probably  daring  the  pa^ 
year,  as  in  1811,  have  been  much  greater,  had  not  the 
larger  proportion  of  specie  now  in  the  country,  and  the  in- 
creasing  disuse  of  small  bills,  operated  strongly  as  prevent- 
ive checks. 

But  even  now,  the  excess  has  been  sufficient  to  c^Histj- 
tuie  the  chief  cause  for  the  artificial  augmentation  in  prices 
— an  unnatural  stimulus  to  speculation,  and  a  rapid  vacilla- 
tion in  the  regular  modes  of  doing  business,  which  camiot, 
under  sound  views  of  political  ec<)nomy,  be  too  greatly  de|>- 
recated  or  their  recurrence  too  carefully  guarded  again»4. 

These  sudden  and  great  vibrations  in  the  value  of  pit>f - 
erty,  labor,  and  debts,  however  produced,  or  however  ftattrr- 
ing  to  many  at  first,  are  in  the  end  dangerous  to  alt  clashes 
as  well  as  ruinous  to  commerce  and  every  species  of  regular 
industry. 

But  should  paper  issues,  according  to  anticipation,  con- 
tinue to  be  reduced  as  during  the  four  months  past,  by  tb'' 
natural  and  conservative  reaction  of  commercial  causes,  ai 
home  and  abroad,  and  by  the  general  wise  and  increaanj; 
discontinuance  of  the  use  of  small  bank  notes,  through  Statr 
legislation,  and  provisions  of  a  similar  character  and  tenden- 
cy by  Congress,  as  at  the  last  session,  in  the  general  ^pro^ 
priation  act,  and  in  the  deposite  law,  and  by  the  dimini^ii- 
ed  receipt  of  all  bank  notes,  the  last  few  months,  at  the  dif- 
ferent land  offices  for  the  sales  of  the  public  domain,  a 
sounder  and  a  less  artificial  state  of  things  will  ere  long  r»:- 
tum. 

The  prospect  on  the  subject  of  the  currency  is  tfaeretorr 
on  the  whole  becoming  more  satisfutory,  even  without  fur- 
ther  legislation.  But  if  all  the  States  would  unite  in  re> 
pressing  entirely  the  circulation  of  small  notes  and  in  ri|!ki- 
ly  restricting  all  paper  issues,  so  as  not  in  any  case  to  ex- 
ceed three  to  one  of  specie  on  hand,  which  would  be  abo«ii 
two  of  paper  in  active  circulation  to  one  of  specie  oq  liaaJj 
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and  would  add  a  few  judicious  limitations  on  the  amount 
of  discounts,  as  compared  with  the  capital  and  deposites, 
and  on  the  safe  kind  of  security  to  be  taken  for  them,  with 
the  requirement  of  frequent  publicity  of  their  condition  in 
detail,  and  of  rigid  accountability  to  periodical  examinations 
by  legislative  authority,  the  time  is  not  distant  when  our 
currency  would  become  quite  stable.  Indeed,  it  deserves 
consideration  whether,  under  such  circumstances,  the  whole 
monopolies  of  banking  might  not,  with  public  advantage, 
be  entirely  abolished,  and  the  banking  privilege,  under  the 
above  general  restraints,  securities,  limitations,  and  require- 
ments, might  not,  particularly  if  the  personal  liability  of 
the  stockholders  is  superadded,  safely  be  thrown  open  to 
all. 

A  larger  amount  of  tax  or  bonus  to  the  States  would 
probably  be  thus  collected^ without  any  increase  in  the  usual 
rate  ;  and  it  is  believed  that  the  interest  now  paid  by  bor- 
rowers would,  by  these  changes,  become,  at  an  early  day, 
s^enaibly  reduced.  But,  without  the  most  careful  and  rigid 
restrictions,  such  a  measure  in  this  country,  whatever  may 
have  been  its  operations  elsewhere,  would,  under  our  differ- 
ent inatitutions  and  habits,  probably  increase  rather  than 
diminish  any  existing  evils  in  the  currency. 

It  is  conceded  that  these  disproportionate  issues  by  bank- 
ing institutions  are  in  fact  much  more  frequent  in  regions 
where  the  number  of  banks  is  small  than  where  it  is  large, 
provided  their  charters  be  similar  in  omitting  prudent  limi- 
tations :  because,  in  the  former  case,  there  is  less  vigilance, 
caution,  and  correction,  produced  by  the  jealousies  and  in- 
terests of  rival  institutions,  to  prevent  excessive  issues  and 
irregnlar  and  dangerous  discounts. 

But  the  tendency  to  excessive  trading,  excessive  credits, 
and  rash  enterprises,  is  so  strong,  and  sometimes  ungov- 
ernable in  individuals,  and  in  some  respects  equally  or 
more  ao  in  corporations,  as  to  endanger  the  stability  of  both 
banks  and  business,  unless  the  power  to  manufacture  paper 
money  is  carefully  restricted  and  wisely  reg^ilated.  The 
present  amount  of  bank  capital,  as  well  as  its  increase  for 
»«ome  years  past,  is  another  kindred  topic  of  some  interest. 
But  space  does  not  exist  on  this  occasion  for  its  full  ex- 
position, and  at  the  same  time  it  is  not  very  alarming,  ex- 
cept where  it  has  been  authorized  without  proper  limitation 
on  paper  issues,  and  without  other  prudent  bank  restric- 
tions. 

The  whole  bank  capital  in  active  operation  is  computed 
to  have  been  over  $200,000,000  in  1833-*4;  1231,000,000 
in  )  834-'6;  $850,000,000  in  1835-'6;  and  near  $50,000,000 
more  has  been  authorized,  most  of  which  is  supposed  not 
yet  to  be  in  full  operation. 

More  facts  will  be  exhibited  on  these  points,  and  par- 
ticularly on  the  amount  of  bank  capital  in  each  State, 
in  a  special  report  soon  to  be  presented  from  this  Depart- 
ment to  Congress,  concerning  the  detailed  condition  of  the 
State  banks  near  the  1st  of  January,  1836. 

Had  it  not  been  for  large  sales  of  American  stocks  abroad, 
and  the  very  high  prices  given  there  for  our  principal  sta- 
ples, a  demand  for  specie  for  export  would  doubtless  have 
arisen  ere  this  from  our  over-trading,  and  have  greatly 
enhanced  the  present  difficulties  which  some  of  the  banks 
now  experience,  chiefly  from  the  great  excess  of  paper  in 
circulation.  The  comparative  value  of  specie  being  redu- 
ced by  such  excesses,  die  evil  would  have  been  still  more 
ai^gravated  if  those  excesses  had  not  become  somewhat 
diminished,  and  specie  had  not  become  in  greater  demand 
here,  in  consequence  of  the  circular  as  to  the  kind  of  money 
receivable  for  tfie  public  lands,  issued  by  direction  of  the 
President  in  July  last.  This  demand  has  contributed  to  re- 
tain uid  diffuse  it  wider,  and  to  make  its  great  and  early  ex- 
port less  probable  than  it  otherwise  would  have  been.  The 
other  objects  of  that  circular  were  gradually  to  bring  back  the 
practice,  in  those  payments,  to  what  was  deemed  to  l)e  the 
true  spirit  as  well  as  letter  of  our  existing  laws,  and  to 
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what  the  safety  of  the  public  money  in  the  dcposite  banlcs 
and  the  desirable  improvement  of  our  currency  seemed  at 
that  time  to  unite  in  rendering  judicious.  The  reasonn 
more  in  detail  for  the  measure  are  contained  in  the  docu- 
ment itself,  of  which  a  copy  is  annexed.  Our  moneyed 
operations  have  also  been  somewhat  affected  by  a  few  diffi- 
culties abroad  in  the  nation  with  which  our  commercial 
intercourse  is  greatest,  and  whose  monetary  system  of  late 
years,  often  beating  with  a  pulse  like  our  own,  is  under 
influences  nearly  corresponding. 

Since  1833,  the  paper  circulation  in  England  is  suppo- 
sed to  have  increased  over  sixteen  millions  of  dollars,  while 
the  specie  possessed  by  the  banks  has  diminished  over  twen- 
ty-three millions.  The  whole  circulation  of  private  banks, 
joint-stock  banks,  and  the  Bank  of  England,  is  now  prob- 
ably about  one  hundred  and  flfly-two  millions  of  paper  to 
less  than  twenty-six  millions  of  specie  on  hand ;  whereas, 
in  1833,  it  was  only  about  one  hundred  and  thirty -seven 
millions  to  fif^y  millions  of  specie,  or  now  from  five  and 
six  to  one,  but  then  only  two  and  three  to  one :  consequent- 
ly, an  alarm  and  pressure  have  arisen  there,  which  are  op- 
erating un&vorably  here,  though  they  have  arisen  not  so 
much  from  an  excessive  amount  of  both  the  paper  and  spe- 
cie currency  united,  as  from  the  greatly  increased  dispro- 
portion, being  quite  double,  between  the  paper  issues  and 
the  specie  on  hand  by  all  the  banks. 

What  portion  of  their  paper  was  or  is  now  held  by  each 
other  is  not  known ;  but,  as  the  biUs  of  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land are  a  tender  by  all  the  private  and  joint-stock  banks, 
the  amount  is  probably  large. 

Their  banking  system,  as  a  whole,  with  every  supposed 
benefit  to  be  derived  from  a  national  bank,  is  believed  to  be 
under  much  more  defective  regulations,  as  to  excessive  is- 
sues, excessive  discounts,  and  secrecy  of  condition  and  pro- 
ceedings, than  is  our  own  in  most  of  the  States  of  the  Union. 
Indeed,  so  unsatisfactory  has  been  its  operations,  that  they 
have  recently  become  the  subject  of  parliamentary  inquiry, 
which  it  is  proposed  to  resume  and  push  much  further  at  a 
subsequent  session. 

yiW.'-Land  Office, 

Immediately  after  the  passage  of  the  law  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, reorganizing  the  General  Land  Office,  some  doubts 
arose  whether  it  stiil  remained  attached  to  the  Treasury 
Department,  and  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  was 
taken  on  the  question.  In  consequence  of  his  opinion, 
that  the  supervision  over  its  concerns  remained  here,  and 
of  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  under 
whose  control  that  law  now  p)||^  all  the  afiairs  of  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office,  steps  were  taken  by  me  to  carry  it  into  im- 
mediate effect.  The  result,  thus  far,  has  been  a  sensible  dimi- 
nution in  the  pressure  of  the  business  of  that  office,  a  bet- 
ter system  of  supervision  and  despatch  for  moat  of  it,  and 
much  less  delay  in  completing  titles  to  the  public  domain. 
Should  the  sales  not  continue  very  large  during  a  few  en- 
suing years,  it  is  believed  that  the  whole  arrearages  of  busi- 
ness can  be  disposed  of,  and  the  promptitude  in  all  its  fu- 
ture operations  secured,  which  is  so  immediately  impor- 
tant to  the  great  Western  and  Southwestern  sections  of 
the  country,  and  more  or  less  beneficial  to  all,  as  well  as 
creditable  to  the  administration  of  the  Government. 

The  report  of  the  Commissioner  will  speedily  be  laid 
before  Congress  in  a  separate  communication,  and  con- 
tains many  suggestions  which  seem  to  deserve  careful  at- 
tention. 

IX .  — Miscellaneous, 

Great  inconveniences  have  been  sustained,  in  many  parts 
of  the  country,  by  an  omission  to  repeal  or  modify  the  pro- 
visoes in  the  tariff  act  of  1832.  A  detailed  report  on  this 
subject  has  once  been  submitted  by  this  Department ;  and 
the  interests  of  the  community  connected  with  the  articles 
of  hardware  affected  by  these  provisoes,  and  convenience 


02 


APPENDIX— To  Gaki  Sf  SeaioiCa  Regitter. 


24  th  Co  NO.  2d  Sxsa.] 


Texaa. 


in  the  execution  of  the  revenue  laws,  appear  to  lequire  the 
earh'est  attention  of  Congre«8  tu  the  subject. 

The  revition  of  the  pres^ent  syatem  of  compensation  to 
custom-house  officers,  witli  the  various  changes  in  our  col- 
lection laws,  heretofore  recommended  in  connexion  \vith 
that  revision,  is  deemed  very  important  to  the  mercantile 
community  as  well  as  to  the  Treasury;  and  at  the  same  time 
to  the  just  and  ratable  compensation  for  arduous  and  re- 
sponsible duties  to  many  collectors  and  other  officers  who 
are  now  inadequately  paid,  while  some  receive  an  amount 
disproportioned  to  their  situation  and  labors. 

In  connexion  with  this  subject,  and  in  addition  to  former 
recommendations  to  Congress,  as  well  as  the  valuable  re- 
port on  the  safety  of  steam-boilers,  submitted  at  the 
last  session  from  the  Franklin  Institute,  it  seems  proper  to 
urge  earnestly  for  consideration  the  necessity  of  some  pro- 
vision fur  the  more  careful  management  of  steamboats  nav- 
igated under  papers  from  the  custom-houses — subjecting 
theircommanders,  and  in  suitable  cases  their  owners,  to 
the  forfeiture  of  their  papers,  and  other  severe  penalties,  in 
cases  of  careleasness  or  neglect,  destructive  to  property  or 
life. 

The  security  of  the  public  money  would  lie  promoted  in 
many  cases  by  requiring  bonds  from  district  attorneys, 
through  the  hands  of  some  of  whom  large  sums  pass  in 
collections,  without  any  collateral  obligation  being  given  for 
the  indemnity  of  the  United  States,  as  required  in  most 
analagous  cases  of  public  officers. 

The  act  in  respect  to  insolvent  debtors,  the  execution  of 
which  is  placed  in  the  charge  of  this  Department,  expires 
in  June  next,  and  the  propriety  of  the  further  continuance 
of  its  provisions  is  suggested  to  Congress. 

The  first  four  instalments  duo  under  the  French  trea- 
ty hfLve  been  paid  in  Paris  since  my  last  annual  re- 
port. The  sum  claimed  by  our  agent  and  by  this  Pe- 
partment  exceeds  that  paid  by  the  French  Government 
in  the  amount  of  more  than  a  million  of  francs,  and  the 
difference  is  now  the  subject  of  correspondence  and  nego- 
tiation. 

What  was  actually  paid  has  been  remitted  to  this  coun- 
try in  gold,  and  divided  among  the  claimants.  From  the 
rates  of  exchange  and  price  of  gold,  it  was  deemed  most 
advantageous  to  the  claimants  to  have  it  sent  home  in  that 
form,  though  a  direction  was  subsequently  given  to  sub- 
stitute bills  of  exchange  or  other  modes  of  remittance,  if 
more  profitable,  but  which  the  agent  did  not  find  it  expe- 
dient or  beneficial  to  do. 

The  tliird  instalment  of^he  Neapolitan  indemnity,  and 
the  first  payments  due  on  the  inscriptions  under  the  treaty 
of  indemnity  with  Spain,  have  also  been  since  discharged 
with  punctuality,  and  remitted  here  in  a  similar  manner 
and  under  similar  instructions. 

Various  other  topics  suggested  in  the  last  two  annual  re- 
ports to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  and  not  yet  finally 
legislated  on,  the  Department  would  earnestly  but  respectful- 
ly present  again  to  its  attention.  Among  them  may  be  mofe 
particularly  mentioned  the  reorg^anization  of  tbis  Depart- 
ment, and  the  change  in  the  commencement  of  the  fiscal 
year  and  of  the  annual  appropriations. 

Several  other  subjects  have  received  proper  attention, 
which  are  connected  with  the  official  duties  of  the  Treas- 
ury, or  have  been  specially  devolved  on  its  charge :  such  as 
the  repairs  of  the  bridge  across  the  Potomac ;  the  survey  of 
the  coast;  and  the  manufacture  of  weights  and  measures, 
not  only  for  the  different  custom-houses,  but  for  eaclf  State 
in  the  Union ;  the  appropriate  sites  for  new  marine  hospitals ; 
the  practices  pursued  in  other  countries  as  to  the  transport- 
ation of  their  poor  citizens  hither,  who  have  been  burden- 
some for  their  maintenance ;  a  digest  of  the  returns  and 
condition  of  State  banks,  near  January  1st,  1836 ;  the  sums 
disbursed  under  each  appropriation  made  the  present  year, 
and  more  detailed  exhibits  of  all  the  contingent  expendi- 


tures of  the  Department.  The  most  important  of  these 
will,  at  an  eariy  day,  be  made  the  subject  of  s^tarate  com- 
munications. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the.  Tretuuri; 
Hon.  Martih  Va5  Bdbkk, 

President  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  Slaia, 

DOCUMENTS   RELATIVE  TO  TEXAS. 

Meseagefrom  the  Preeident  of  the  Vniied  States^  relativ 
to    the  *  apolitical,   military,  and   civil  condition   e/ 
Texas.** 
To  the  Senate  aod  House  of  Represeotslives : 

During  the  last  session,  information  was  given  to  Coo- 
gress,  by  the  Executive,  that  measures  had  been  taken  i» 
ascertain  «*  the  political,  military,  and  civil  condition  of 
Texas."  I  now  submit,  for  your  eonsideratiou,  extmis 
from  the  report  of  the  agent,  who  had  been  appMuted  to 
collect  it,  relative  to  the  condition  of  that  country. 

No  steps  have  been  taken  by  the  Executive  towards  thi 
acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of  Texas ;  and  Ha 
whole  subject  would  have  beat  left  without  further  rcmaii, 
on  the  information  now  given  to  Congresa,  were  it  not 
that  the  two  Houses,  at  their  last  session,  acting  Berpsnxdy, 
passed  resolutions  **  that  the  independence  of  Texas  ought 
to  be  acknowledged  by  the  United  Stales^  whenerer  satis- 
factory information  should  be  received  that  it  had  in  suc- 
cessful operation  a  civil  Government,  capable  of  perform- 
ing the  duties  and  fulfilling  the  obligations  of  an  indepeiu!- 
ent  Power."  This  mark  of  interest  in  the  quesdoa  of  tltf 
independence  of  Texas,  and  indication  of  the  views  of  Con- 
gross,  make  it  proper  that  I  should,  somewhat  in  detail,  prt> 
sent  the  considerations  that  have  governed  the  £zecutiii 
in  continuing  to  occupy  the  ground  previooaly  taken  in  ttr 
contest  between  Mexico  and  Texas. 

The  acknowledgment  of  a  new  State  as  independecS. 
and  entitled  to  a  place  in  the  iamily  of  nations^  is  st  sJ 
times  an  act  of  great  delicacy  and  responsibili^  ;  but  mat 
especially  so,  when  such  State  has  ^rcibly  sepsratcd  itself 
from  another,  of  which  it  had  formed  an  integral  part,  and 
which  still  claims  dominion  over  it.  A  premature  recof- 
nition,  under  these  circumstances,  if  not  looked  upon  u 
justifiable  cause  of  war,  is  always-liable  to  be  legsrded  as  i 
proof  of  an  unfriendly  spirit  to  one  of  the  contending  par- 
ties. All  questions  relative  to  the  goveniment  of  li»re^ 
nations,  whether  of  the  old  or  the  new  world,  have  bees 
treated  by  the  United  States  as  questions  of  fact  only  ;  and  o? 
predecessors  have  cautiously  abstained  from  deciding  opoa 
them  until  the  clearest  evidence  was  in  their  poaaeasica, 
to  enable  them  not  only  to  decide  correctly,  bat  to  shieti 
their  decisions  from  every  unworthy  imputation..  Inal! 
the  contests  that  have  arisen  out  of  the  revolotioas  ct 
France,  out  of  the  disputes  relating  to  the  crowns  of  Pa- 
tugal  and  Spain,  out  of  the  revolutionary  moTements  ^ 
those  kingdoms,  out  of  the  separation  of  the  Ametkaa 
possessions  of  both  from  the  European  Governments,  aad 
out  of  the  numerous  and  constantly  occurring  struggles  ia 
dominion  in  Spanish  America,  so  wisely  consistent  ui'^. 
our  just  principles  has  been  the  action  of  our  Govemmer>t. 
that  we  have,  under  the  most  critical  circumstancee,  avoii- 
ed  all  censure,  and  encountered  no  other  evil  than  tlot 
produced  by  a  transient  estrangement  of  good  will  in  those 
against  whom  we  have  been,  by  force  of  evidence,  coc 
pelled  to  decide. 

It  has  thus  been  made  known  to  the  worid  that  the  sbi- 
form  policy  and  practice  of  the  United  States  is,  to  av«:4l 
all  interference  in  disputes  which  merely  relate  to  the  i^* 
ternal  government  of  other  nations,  and  eventually  to  r^c- 
ognise  the  authority  of  the  prevailing  party,  withos: 
reference  to  our  particular  interetta  and  views,  or  to  (b« 
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merit  of  the  original  controveny.  Public  opinion  here  is 
BO  firmly  establithed  and  well  ondentood  in  favor  of  thia 
policy,  that  no  aerious  disagreement  has  ever  arisen  among 
ourselves  in  relation  to  it,  although  brought  under  review 
in  a  variety  of  forms,  and  at  periods  when  the  minds  of 
the  people  were  greatly  excited  by  the  agitation  of  topics 
purely  domestic  in  their  character.  Nor  has  any  delit)er* 
ate  inquiry  ever  been  instituted  in  Congress,  or  in  any  of 
OUT  legislative  bodies,  as  to  whom  belonged  the  power  of 
originally  recognising  a  new  State ;  a  power  the  exercise 
of  which  is  equivalent,  under  some  drcumstances,  to  a  dec- 
laration of  war;  a  power  nowhere  expressly  delegated,  and 
only  granted  in  the  constitution  as  it  is  necessarily  involved 
in  some  of  the  great  powers  given  to  Congress ;  in  that 
given  to  the  President  and  Senate  to  form  treaties  with 
foreign  Powers  and  to  appoint  ambassadors  and  other  pub- 
lic ministen;  and  in  that  conferred  upon  the  President  to 
receive  ministers  from  foreign  nations. 

In  the  preamble  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, it  is  distinctly  Intimated  that  the  expediency  of 
recognising  the  independence  of  Texas  should  be  XeH  to  the 
decision  of  Congress.  In  this  view,  on  the  ground  of  ex- 
pediency, I  am  disposed  to  concur ;  and  do  not,  therefore, 
consider  it  necessary  to  express  any  opinion«as  to  tlic  strict 
constitutional  right  of  the  Executive,  either  apart  from  or 
in  conjunction  with  the  Senate,  over  the  subject.  It  is  to 
be  preaumed  that  on  no  future  occasion  will  a  dispute  arise, 
tts  none  has  heretofore  occurred,  between  the  Executive  and 
Legislature,  in  the  exercise  of  the  power  of  recognition.  It 
will  always  be  considered  consistent  with  the  spirit  of  tbe 
constitotion,  and  most  safe,  that  it  should  be  exercised, 
when  probably  leading  to  war,  vrith  a  previous  understand- 
ing with  that  body  by  whom  war  can  alone  be  declared, 
and  by  whom  all  the  provisions  for  sustaining  its  perils 
niuat  be  furnished.  Its  submission  to  Congress,  which 
represents  in  one  of  its  branches  the  States  of  this  Union, 
and  in  the  other  the  people  of  the  United  States,  where 
there  may  be  reasonable  ground  to  apprehend  so  grave  a 
consequence,  would  certainly  aiTord  the  fullest  satisfaction 
to  our  own  country,  and  a  perfect  guarantee  to  all  other 
nations  of  the  justice  and  prudence  of  the  measures  which 
jBight  be  adopted. 

In  making  these  suggestions,  it  is  not  my  purpose  to 
relieve  myself  from  the  responsibility  of  expressing  my  own 
opinions  of  the  course  the  interests  of  our  country  prescribe, 
and  its  honor  permits  us  to  follow. 

It  is  scarcely  to  be  imagined  that  a  question  of  this  char- 
acter  could  be  presented,  in  relation  to  which  it  would  be 
more  difficult  for  the  United  States  to  avoid  exciting  the 
suspicion  and  jealousy  of  other  Powers,  and  maintain  their 
established  character  for  fair  and  impartial  dealing ;  but  on 
this*  as  on  every  trying  occasion,  safety  is  to  be  found  in  a 
ri^d  adherence  to  principle. 

In  the  contest  between  Spun  and  her  revolted  colonies, 
we  stood  alool^  and  waited  not  only  until  the  ability  of  the 
neiEV  States  to  protect  themselves  was  fully  established, 
but  until  the  danger  of  their  being  again  subjugated  bad 
entirely  passed  away.  Then,  and  not  till  then,  were  they 
recognised.  Sud)  was  our  course  in  regard  to  Mexico 
herself.  The  same  policy  was  observed  in  all  the  disputes 
growing  out  of  the  separation  -into  distinct  Governments 
uf  those  Spanish  American  States  who  began  or  carried  on 
the  contest  with  the  parent  country,  united  under  one  form 
of  government.  We  acknowledged  the  separate  independ- 
ence of  New  Granada,  of  Venezuela,  and  of  Ecuador,  only 
after  their  independent  existence  was  no  longer  a  subject 
of  dispute,  or  was  actually  acquiesced  in  by  those  with  whom 
th'^y  had  been  previously  united.  It  is  true  that,  with  re- 
gard to  Texas,  the  civil  authority  of  Mexico  has  been  ex- 
pelled, its  invading  army  defeated,  the  chief  of  the  repub- 
lic himself  captured,  and  all  present  power  to  control  the 
ii.'wlv  ortmnizcd  Government  of  Toxa^  annihilatcil  within 


its  confines.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  there  is.  In  appear- 
ance at  least,  an  immense  disparity  of  physical  forco  on 
the  side  of  Mexico.  The  Mexican  republic,  under  anoth- 
er Executive,  is  rallying  its  forces  under  a  new  leader,  and 
menacing  a  fresh  invasion  to  recover  its  lost  dominion. 
Upon  the  issue  of  this  threatened  invasion  the  independ- 
ence of  Texas  may  be  considered  as  suspended ;  and  were 
there  nothing  peculiar  in  the  relative  situation  of  the  United 
States  and  Texas,  our  acknowledgment  of  its  independ- 
ence at  such  a  crisis  could  scarcely  bo  regarded  as  con- 
sistent with  that  prudent  reserve  with  which  we  have  here- 
tofore held  ourselves  bound  to  (rest  all  similar  questions. 
But  there  are  circumstances  in  the  relations  of  the  two 
countries  which  require  us  to  act,  on  this  occasion,  with 
evy  more  than  our  wonted  caution.  Texas  was  once 
claimed  as  a  part  of  our  property ;  and  there  are  those 
among  our  citizens  who,  always  reluctant  to  abandon  that 
claim,  cannot  but  regard  with  solicitude  the  prospect  of 
the  reunion  of  the  territory  to  this  country.  A  large 
proportion  of  its  civilized  inhabitants  are  emigrants  from 
the  United  States,  speak  the  same  language  with  ourselves, 
cherish  the  same  principles,  political  and  religious,  and 
are  bound  to  many  of  our  citizens  by  ties  of  friendship 
and  kindred  blood ;  and,  more  than  all,  it  is  known  that 
the  people  of  that  country  have  instituted  the  same  form 
of  government  with  our  own,  and  have,  since  the  close  of 
your  last  session,  openly  resolved,  on  the  acknowledgment 
by.utf  of  their  independence,  to  seek  admission  into  the 
Union  as  one  of  the  Federal  States.  This  last  circum- 
stance is  a  matter  of  peculiar  delicacy,  and  forces  upon  us 
considerations  of  the  gravest  character.  The  title  of  Texas 
to  the  territory  she  claims  is  identified  with  her  independ- 
ence. She  asks  us  to  acknowledge  that  title  to  the  terri- 
tory, with  an  avowed  design  to  treat  immediately  of  its 
transfer  to  the  United  States.  It  becomes  us  to  beware  of 
a  too  eariy  movement,  as  it  might  subject  us,  however  un- 
justly, to  the  imputation  of  seeking  to  establish  tbe  claim 
of  our  neighbors  to  a  territory,  with  a  view  to  its  subse- 
qaent  acquisition  by  ourselves.  Prudence,  therefore, 
seems  to  dictate  that  we  should  still  stand  aloof,  and  main- 
tain our  present  attitude,  if  not  until  Mexico  itself,  or 
one  of  the  great  foreign  Powers,  shall  recognise  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  new  Government,  at  least  unUl  the  lapse 
of  time  or  the  course  of  events  shall  have  proved,  beyond 
cavil  or  dispute,  the  ability  of  the  people  of  that  country  to 
maintain  their  separate  sovereignty  and  to  uphold  the  Gov- 
ernment constituted  by  them.  Neither  of  the  contending 
parties  can  complain  of  this  course.  By  pursuing  it,  we 
are  but  carrying  out  the  long-established  policy  of  our  Gov- 
ernment— a  policy  which  hu  secured  to  us  respect  and  in- 
fluence abroad,  and  inspired  confidence  at  home. 

Having  thus  discharged  my  duty,  by  presenting  with 
simplicity  and  directness  the  views  which,  after  much  re- 
flection, I  have  been  led  \Jb  take  of  this  important  subject,  I 
have  only  to  add  the  expression  of  my  confidence,  that  if 
Congress  shall  dificr  with  me  upon  it,  their  judgment  will 
be  the  result  of  dispassionate,  prudent,  and  wise  delibera- 
tion ;  with  the  assurance  that,  during  the  short  time  I  shall 
continue  connected  with  the  Government,  I  shall  promptly 
and  cordially  unite  with  you  in  such  measures  as  may  be 
deemed  best  fitted  to  increase  the  prosperity  and  perpetu- 
ate the  peace  of  our  favored  country. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Wasbikotox,  December  21,  1838. 


Extradifrom  tlie  Report  of  the  Agent  appointed  to  eoUcct 
information  relative  to  Texas. 

VxLAsco,  Texa%  August  13,  1838. 

Sir  :  Ai^  far  as  opportunities  have  permitted  since  my 
■  arrival  in  Texas,  I  hace  made  inquiries  upon  the  various 
,  «ahjp.'t:4  referred  lo  in  your  li^ttor  of  instruction*},  but  nra 
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only  able  at  this  time  to  furnish  the  following  information. 
I'he  present  Government  is  in  operation  by  virtue  of  an  or- 
dinance organizing  an  Executive  Government  ad  interim^ 
to  consist  of  a  President,  Vice  President,  Secretary  of 
JState,  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy,  passed  by  a  conven- 
tion of  delegates  in  March  last,  immediately  aAer  the 
adoption  of  the  constitution  of  the  17th  of  that  month. 
The  administration  is  to  continue  until  a  new  arrangement 
shall  be  made  by  the  approaching  Congress  in  September, 
as  provided  under  the  constitution.  I  have  not  seen  the 
ordinance  referred  to,  as  the  original  is  at  Columbia,  and 
no  publication  of  it  has  yet  been  made.  My  next  despatch 
will  probably  contain  a  copy  of  it. 

The  attention  of  the  Government  seems  to  be  directed 
at  this  moment  almost  exclusively  to  the  increase  and  f[is- 
cipline  of  the  army.  I  am  informed  that  the  troops  now 
in  the  field  amount  to  two  thousand  men,  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  T.  J.  Rusk ;  five  hundred  men  of  this 
force  are  cavalry,  under  the  immediate  command  of  Briga- 
dier General  Houston,  who  occupies  a  position  on  the  river 
Nueces,  at  or  near  8an  Patricio,  on  the  Matamoras  road. 
Two  companies  of  mounted  men  are  at  San  Antonio  de 
Bexar,  to  cover  that  place  from  the  incursions  of  the  In- 
dians ;  the  balance  of  the  army  is  encamped  on  the  Coleto 
creek,  between  the  Guadaloupe  de  Victoria  and  Goliad, 
about  fifteen  miles  east  of  the  latter  place.  The  old  in- 
habitants, it  is  said,  are  at  home,  attending  to  their  crops, 
but  are  organized  so  as  to  be  ready  for  the  field  at  a  mo- 
ment's warning.  Besides  this  number,  the  authorities 
here  state  that  there  are  about  six  hundred  men,  composed 
of  various  corps  of  volunteers,  encamped  at  diiferent  points 
or  on  the  march  between  this  place  and  the  headquarters 
of  the  army,  all  of  whom  can  be  incorporated  into  it  at  any 
time,  if  necessary.  Finding  that  these  forces  were  collect- 
ing in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Rio  del  Norte,  and  know- 
ing that  our  merchants  had  a  large  interest  in  the  commerce 
in  that  direction,  which  might  be  put  in  jeopardy  by  a  suc- 
cessful investment  of  Matamoras,  I  waived  for  the  present 
any  further  inquiry  into  the  political  condition  of  the  coun- 
try, and  directed  my  attention  to  the  latter  subject. 

During  the  absence  of  Major  General  Samuel  Houston, 
the  command  of  the  army  devolves  upon  Brigadier  Gen- 
rral  Rusk,  who  is  now  in  command.  Brigadier  General 
T.  .T.  Green  and  Brevet  Brigadier  General  Felix  Houston 
are  the  principal  field  oflicers  under  General  Rusk. 

The  vessels  to  be  employed  will  consist  of  the  Invinci- 
ble, carrying  eight  port  guns  and  one  pivot  nine  pounder ; 
the  Brutus,  of  the  same  force ;  the  Independence,  carrying 
eight  guns;  and  the  Liberty,  of  three,  the  latter  being 
now  under  repair. 

Within  the  last  month,  the  emigrants  have  increased  by 
i«everal  hundreds;  many  having  arrived  in  the  schooners 
Flora,  Passaic,  and  Julius  Cssar,  and  the  brig  Good 
Hope,  besides  settlers  over  land  by  the  Nacogdoches  road. 

General  Santa  Anna  is  now  at  Orazimbo,  opposite 
Bolivia,  on  the  Brazos  river,  and  about  forty-five  miles 
above  this  place ;  he  was  removed  there  from  Columbia 
about  two  weeks  since,  and  is  guarded  by  a  company  of 
troops  under  the  command  of  Captain  Patton. 

So  far  as  an  opinion  can  be  formed,  from  the  present  in- 
dications of  public  sentiment,  as  to  what  disposition  will  be 
made  of  tliat  officer,  it  is  probable  he  will  be  finally  dis- 
posed of  in  some  way  by  the  nezt  C'ongress  of  Texas. 
Some  of  the  candidates  for  Congress  have  pledged  them- 
selves, if  elected,  to  advocate  the  trying  him  as  a  mur- 
derer. 

Colonels  Almonte  and  Numcz,  and  Mr.  Carro,  the 
latter  his  private  secretary,  are  with  General  Santa  Anna. 

There  are  forty-eight  Mexican  officers,  and  near  six  hun- 
dred men,  prisoners  at  and  near  Galveston,  besides  a  few 
in  this  place.  I  examined  in  Quintana  many  of  tlie  arms 
taken  at  the  b:jttlc  of  San  Jacinto,  and  am  not  surprised 


that  the  Mexicans  were  defeated,  as  the  muskets  ar?  of 
Spanish  make,  and  appear  to  have  been  wortUess  macy 
years  ago.  If  the  weapons  to  be  used  by  those  in  any  fu- 
ture battle  should  be  such  as  these,  the  prediction  of  the 
Texians  that  they  will  succeed  in  the  same  proportion  as 
their  last  victory,  may  be  readily  fulfilled,  without  any  re- 
proach upon  the  patriotism  or  bravery  of  their  enemy. 

In  a  few  days  I  shall  proceed  to  Uio  interior,  to  collect, 
firom  personal  observation,  the  materials  for  a  more  3\^ 
tematic  despatch. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  M.  MORFIT. 

To  the  Hon.  Jonir  Fobstth, 

Suretary  of  State. 

VxLAsco,  Skat  of  GovKaKMSHT  or  Tjkxas, 

August  23,  1836. 

Sir  :  The  present  political  condition  of  Texas  has  hetv. 
produced  by  a  series  of  alleged  aggressions  upon  the  lavr^ 
of  colonization ;  a  refusal,  upon  the  part  of  Mexico,  to  prtw 
tect  the  colonial  settlements  from  the  depredations  of  tl^e 
Indian  tribes ;  by  laws  excluding  citizens  of  the  United 
States  of  the  North  from  admission  into  the  country  ;  bj  a 
refusal  to  incorporate  this  province  into  the  federal  «^!»tc3i. 
as  provided  by  the  constitution ;  and,  finally,  by  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  central  or  consolidated  Government,  and  the 
destruction  of  the  constitution  itself.  Such  are  the  rea- 
sons assigned  by  the  old  inhabitants  with  whom  I  have  con- 
versed for  the  separation  of  this  State  from  Mexico. 

The  history  of  the  events  leading  to  the  revolution,  a*  1 
find  it  in  the  public  documents,  is  this :  In  1824,  a  con\e2}- 
tion  was  held  by  representatives  from  all  the  provinces, anl 
a  federal  system  and  constitution  adopted,  by  which  all 
Mexico  became  a  republic.  Texas,  at  that  time,  did  uoi 
contain  the  required  population  to  become  a  Stale,  but  w  j> 
provisionally  united  with  the  neighboring  province  ti 
Coahuila,  to  form  the  Stale  of  Coahuila  and  Texas,  untLi 
the  latter  should  possess  the  necessary  elements  to  foru  ^\ 
separate  State  for  herself.  This  law  was  understood  aiiJ 
Intended  to  guaranty  to  the  latter  a  specific  political  exist- 
ence, as  soon  as  she  should  be  in  a  condition  to  exercise  it. 

In  1833,  the  inhabitants  havmg  ascertained  that  tbeu 
numbers  were  equal  to  most  and  exceeded  several  of  the 
old  States,  and  that  the  resources  of  the  country  were  ^ob 
as  to  constitute  the  required  elements  for  a  State,  they  hc-U 
a  convention,  and  formed  a  constitution  upon  the  princi- 
ples of  that  of  the  Mexican  repiiblic  This  was  preseivj>-: 
to  the  general  Congress,  with  a  petition  to  be  admitted  in 
to  the  Union.  The  application  was  rejected,  and  the  d^: 
cgate  imprisoned. 

In  1834,  the  constitutional  Congress  was  dissolved  by  a 
mililajy  order  of  the  President,  Santa  Anna,  before  t» 
expiration  of  its  appointed  term ;  and  in  the  following  yea* 
a  new  Congress  was  assembled,  by  virtue  of  another  mili- 
tary order,  which  is  said  to  have  been  **ari8tocratical,  iz 
clcsiastical,  and  central,  in  its  politics."     Numerous  sf  pii 
cations  were  made,  by  meetings  of  the  citizens,  and  b. 
some  of  the  State  Legislatures,  to  restore  the  constiiutir>r. 
and   Federal    Government,  and  protests   were    presents 
against  the  subversion  of  the  laws ;  but  they  were  di-rr- 
gardcd,  and  in  many  instances  the  authors  were  persecute  J 
and  imprisoned. 

The  central  Government  deposed  the  constitutior.a* 
Vice  President  without  trial,  elected  another  in  his  pia*.^. 
united  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  cc;* 
chamber,  and,  thus  constituted,  declared  itself  in>p?u«^ 
with  all  the  powers  of  a  legitimate  convention.  VrA  t 
this  assumption,  it  abolished  the  federal  constitutii>n  a:>J 
established  a  consolidated  Government. 

In  September,  1835,  General  Cos  invaded  the  pru^m<c 
of  Texas  by  land,  with  orders  to  disarm  the  citizens  and  ^ 
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require  an  unconditional  submiasion  to  the  central  military 
Government,  under  penalty  of  expulsion  from  the  country. 
At  the  same  time  all  the  ports  were  declared  to  be  in  a 
state  of  blockade ;  and  a  military  force  having  been  sent  to 
Gonzales  to  require  from  the  citizens  a  surrender  of  their 
arms,  a  battle  ensued,  which  terminated  in  the  retreat  of 
the  Mexicans. 

The  Tezians  assert  that  this  resistance  was  not  because 
they  then  wbhed  to  separate  from  the  confederacy,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  because  they  were  desirous  to  bring 
back  the  Government  to  the  terms  of  the  constitution  of 
1824. 

They  therefore  held  a  convention  at  San  Felipe,  in 
Pwovember,  1836,  composed  oL  fifly-six  representatives 
from  all  the  municipalities,  in  which  ihey  declared  that,  as 
Santa  Anna  and  other  military  chieftains  had,  by  force  of 
arms,  overthrown  the  federal  institutions  of  Mexico,  and 
dissolved  the  social  compact  which  existed  between  Texas 
and  the  other  members  of  the  confederacy,  they  had  taken 
up  arms  against  the  enoroachments  of  military  despots  and 
in  defence  of  the  constitution. 

This  was  considered  as  an  absolute  separation  from 
Mexico;  and  on  the  2d  of  March,  1836,  delegates  of  the 
people  from  all  the  districts  declared  Texas  a  «  free,  sov- 
ereign, and  independent  State." 

A  provisional  Government  bad  already  lieen  formed  un- 
der the  convention  of  November,  1835,  which  continued 
until  a  general  Congress  met  at  Washington,  oji  the  Rio 
Brazos,  on  the  day  previous  to  the  declaration  of  independ- 
ence. 

This  convention  took  place  by  writs  of  election  issued 
by  the  provisional  Government ;  and  it  is  said  that  all  parts 
of  Texas  were  represented  in  it,  from  the  extreme  western 
settlement,  at  San  Patricio,  on  the  Nueces,  to  the  Sabine 
and  Red  rivers. 

On  the  17  th  of  March,  1836,  that  convention  unani- 
mously adopted  the  present  constitution,  which,  in  the 
greater  part,  very  nearly  resembles  that  of  the  United  States, 
and  seems  to  have  received  the  general  approbation  of  the 
citizens. 

The  powers  of  the  Government,  under  that  instrument, 
are  divided  into  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  depart- 
ments; the  representatives  to  be  chosen  annually,  until 
Congress  shall  otherwise  provide  by  law,  and  the  Senators 
for  the  term  of  three  years. 

The  House  of  Representatives  to  consist  of  not  less  than 
twenty-four  nor  more  than  forty  members,  until  the  popu- 
lation shall  amount  to  one  hundred  thousand  souls ;  after 
which,  the  whole  number  shall  not  be  less  than  forty  nor 
niore  than  one  hundred. 

The  Senate  to  be  never  less  than  one  tliird  nor  more 
than  one  half  the  number  of  representatives. 

The  executive  authority  is  vested  in  a  Chief  Magistrate, 
styled  the  President  of  the  Republic  of  Texas ;  the  first  to 
hold  his  office  for  two  years,  and  all  succeeding  Presidents 
to  be  elected  for  three  years,  and  be  ineligible  during  the 
following  terms. 

The  judicial  powers  are  confided  to  one  superior  and 
such  other  courts  as  Congress  may  establish ;  the  judges 
to  hold  their  offices  for  four  years,  and  be  eligible  to  rc- 
el<^ction. 

Some  of  the  peculiarities  of  this  constitution  are :  that 
niinisteis  of  the  gospel  shall  not  be  elected  to  the  executive 
office  nor  to  a  seat  in  either  branch  of  Congress  ; 

That  no  holder  of  public  money  or  collector  thereof  shall 
be  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Legislature  until  he  shall  have 
acquitted  himself  of  all  responsibility  ; 

That  the  supreme  court  shall  have  appellate  jurisdiction 
only,  and  no  judge  shall  sit  in  a  cause  in  the  supreme 
court  which  shall  have  been  tried  by  him  in  a  court  below ; 

That  the  judges  are  to  be  elected,  by  joint  ballot  of  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  for  four  years; 


That  the  Executive  shall  not  command  the  army  or  navy 
in  person,  without  the  authority  of  a  resolution  of  Congress ; 

That  all  officers  shall  remain  in  office  during  the  term 
of  the  President,  unless  sooner  removed  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate ; 

That  Congress  shall  not  have  the  power  to  emancipate 
slaves ;  nor  shall  any  slaveholder  be  allowed  to  manumit 
without  the  consent  of  the  Legislature,  unless  he  shall 
send  the  slave  without  the  limits  of  the  republic ; 

That  no  free  person  of  African  descent,  either  in  whole 
or  in  part,  shall  be  permitted  to  reside  permanently  in  the 
republic,  without  the  consent  of  Congress ; 

That  the  admission  of  negroes,  except  from  the  United 
States,  is  forever  prohibited,  and  the  importation  of  them 
dedared  to  be  piracy ; 

That  no  alien  shall  hold  land  except  by  title  direct  from 
the  Government,  though  their  heirs  may  take  by  descent ; 

That  perpetuites  or  monopolies  are  contrary  to  the  ge* 
nius  of  a  free  Government,  and  shall  not  be  allowed ; 

That  no  appropriation  shall  be  made  for  private  or  local 
purposes,  unless  two  thirds  of  each  House  shall  concur ; 

That  the  President  shall  not  renoluinate  the  same  indi- 
vidual to  office,  after  rejection  of  the  Senate. 

It  also  protects  the  public  domain  from  donations  made 
by  the  Legislature  of  Coahuila  and  Texas,  to  persons  not 
citizens  of  the  republic,  and  declares  such  grants  to  be 
fraudulent 

Although  the  constitution  has  been  approved  in  its  gene- 
ral features,  it  is  probable  an  early  attempt  will  be  made  to 
change  it  in  several  particulars  not  involving  the  stability 
of  the  republic. 

The  period  of  service  of  the  President  is  thought  by  some 
to  be  injudiciously  limited  to  three  years,  as  the  frequen 
recurrence  to  election  will  too  often  divert  the  people  from 
the  pursuits  of  industry  to  political  contests.  The  term  of 
six  years,  and  to  be  ineligible  after,  has  been  proposed  as 
most  likely  to  allay  the  feeling  of  party,  secure  stability  to 
the  Government,  and  repress  the  influence  of  the  ambitious. 

The  independence  of  the  Judiciary  has  been  discussed, 
and  the  propriety  of  changing  both  the  election  of  the 
judges  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  their  contin- 
uance from  four  years  to  a  tenure  for  life,  it  is  supposed 
may  be  readily  understood,  when  one  of  those  intricate 
cases  of  emprusano  grants  is  contested,  which  will  involve 
the  term  of  service  of  half  a  dozen  judges,  and  require  all 
the  integrity  which  a  permanence  in  office  and  personal 
disinterestedness  can  inspire.  That  part  which  declares 
the  grants  by  the  State,  when  annexed  to  Coahuila,  void, 
will  perhaps  at  some  day  be  ret^cinded,  without  prejudice 
either  to  the  Government  or  the  demandants,  as  it  prejudges 
questions  purely  of  a  legal  nature,  which  should  necessari- 
ly be  left  to  the  judicial  forms.  That  restriction  upon  ap- 
propriations for  local  or  private  purposes,  without  the  con- 
currence of  two  thirds  of  each  House  of  Congress,  will  bo 
either  changed,  to  avoid  sectional  and  personal  prejudices, 
or  the  constitutional  effect  will  be  destroyed  by  a  reciprocal 
interchange  of  influence  and  votes. 

I  have  brought  those  points  to  your  view,  as  they  have 
been  commented  upon  by  intelligent  citizens,  honorably  in- 
terested in  the  cause  of  tlie  country,  and  because  they  are 
questions  coming  strictly  within  the  letter  of  my  instruction.'^. 

The  Government  is  now  administered  ad  intiTim,  by 
virtue  of  an  ordinance  of  the  convention  of  the  17th 
March,  1836,  which  followed  immediately  adcr  the  adop> 
tion  of  the  constitution.  There  is  an  anachronism  as  to 
that  paper,  which  would  make  it  seem  to  have  been  passed 
before  the  constitution ;  but  that  error  arises  from  the  cir- 
cumstance tlmt  the  date  on  which  it  was  reported  ha»  been 
mistaken  for  that  of  its  adoption,  which  followed  that  of 
the  constitution,  and  on  the  same  day. 

This  ordinance  provides  that  the  administration  shall 
have  ample  powers  to  do  whatever  was  contemplated  to  be 
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done  by  the  generaj  CongreM,  excepting  judicial  acts,  and 
makes  Uie  Government  to  consist  of  a  President,  Vice  Pres- 
ident, Secretary  of  State,  Secretary  of  War,  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  Attorney  Gene- 
ral, to  be  elected  by  the  convention,  and  to  continue  until 
their  successors  shall  be  chosen  and  qualified. 

The  officers  to  constitute  the  Government  ad  interim 
were  elected  immediately  by  the  convention,  and,  except 
where  vacancies  have  been  filled  in  the  cabinet  upon  resig- 
nations or  appointments  to  other  offices,  the  administration 
still  continues  as  it  was  then  created. 

The  legislative  part  of  the  Government,  at  this  moment, 
may  be  said  to  be  in  abeyance,  as  no  provision  is  made  for 
that  branch  of  it  by  the  convention  previous  to  the  meeting 
of  Congress ;  but  that  will  soon  be  in  session,  and  its  pow- 
ers and  the  mode  of  its  administration  are  defined  by  the 
constitution. 

The  executive  department  ad  interim  is  administered 
by  a  President,  as  pointed  out  in  the  organic  law  of  the 
1 7th  March,  1836.  The  President  and  cabinet  form  an 
executive  council,  and,  among  other  powers,  have  that  to 
create  a  loan  not  exceeding  one  million  of  dollars,  and  to 
pledge  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  republic,  and  the  proceeds 
of  the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  for  the  repayment 
of  the  same,  with  interest ;  to  appoint  commissioners  to 
any  foreign  Power,  and  to  issue  writs  of  election  for  Sena- 
tors and  Representatives  at  an  earlier  day  than  that  fixed 
by  the  constitution,  and  to  convene  them  as  soon  after  the 
election  as  may  be  convenient. 

The  judicial  department,  as  now  partially  exercised,  con- 
sists of  the  municipal  judges,  alcaldes,  and  ayuntamientos, 
of  the  old  provisional  Government,  and  the  appointment  of 
>  a  judge,  under  the  present  administration,  for  admiralty 
causes,  in  the  district  of  Brazoria. 

The  judges  arc,  however,  restricted,  by  a  law  of  the  pro- 
visional Govenimcnt,  from  all  civil  jurisdiction,  except  in 
claims  against  absconding  debtors,  where  process  of  seques- 
tration under  the  civil  law,  similar  to  writs  of  attachment 
with  us,  may  issue  against  the  property ;  but  no  process  of 
ne  exeat f  nor  any  other  proceeding  in  personam,  is  admit- 
ted, except  in  criminal  matters,  of  wliich  the  courts  take 
cognizance,  as  under  the  laws  anterior  to  the  revolution. 

The  alcaldes  are  merely  nominal  conservators  of  the  j^cace, 
and  have  only  authority  in  litigated  actions  to  call  the  par- 
ties before  them  for  imparlance  or  arbitration.  The  ayun- 
tamientos were  small  corporations  of  the  respective  munici- 
palities into  which  the  province  was  formerly  divided,  and 
had  the  rcgidation  of  the  police.  The  jurisdiction  of  the 
alcaldes  and  that  of  the  ayuntamientos  is  now  sci^cely  or 
never  invoked,  and  the  whole  system  of  jurisprudence  un- 
der the  old  forms  has  gone  entirely  out  of  use. 

The  appointment  of  the  district  judge  for  Brazoria  was 
by  virtue  of  the  powers  conferred  upon  the  Executive  under 
the  organic  law,  and  in  conformity  with  the  4tli  article  of 
the  constitution;  it  was  made  more  especially  for  prize 
cases,  several  of  which  have  already  been  adjudicated. 
Wjth  the  exception  of  the  patriotic  excitement  occasioned 
by  the  vesent  movements  of  the  army,  and  the  mterest 
manif-^  ed  in  the  cause  of  independence,  the  country  is 
tranquil,  and  her  citizens  zealous  in  sustaining  the  Govern- 
ment, good  ocder,  and  the  laws. 

In  pursuance  of  the  authority  given  in  the  exe^cutivc  or- 
dinance, **the  President,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  cabinet,  has  issued  his  proclamation  for  the  election  of 
a  Pretiident,  Vice  President,  Senators  and  Representatives 
to  Congress. 

'i'hc  election  is  to  take  place  on  the  first  Monday  in  Sep- 
tember next,  and  will  comprise  fourteen  Senators  and  thir- 
ty-two Representatives,  who  are  required  to  convene  on 
the  firBt  Monday  of  October  ensuing,  at  Columbia ;  so  that 
the  presumption  is,  the  Government,  as  contemplated  by 
the  constitution,  will  be  in  full  operation  within  a  few  days 
after  that  time. 


I  am  obliged  to  leave  this  subject  for  the  present,  to  ad- 
dress you  another  letter  by  the  same  conveyanoe  apon  mat- 
ters of  a  more  incidental  nature. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  wenmnt, 

HENRY  M.  MORFIT. 
To  the  Hon.  Johit  Fokstth, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Velasco,  August  33,  1836. 

Sir  :  I  returned  a  few  days  ago  from  Gslvestoii  and  thai 
neighborhood.  The  easternmost  end  of  that  icland  is 
garrisoned  by  the  Texians,  who  have  hastily  thrown  up  a 
mud  fort  and  erected  a  few  cannon.  General  Coe,  vidi 
forty-seven  other  Mexican  officers,  and  about  four  hnndre-i 
men,  have  been  confined  to  that  post  since  the  batik  ei 
San  Jacinto ;  the  rest  of  the  prisoners,  with  the  ezceptiuii 
of  General  Santa  Anna,  are  dispersed  among  stations  ia 
this  vicinity.  On  the  1 6th  instant  I  was  present  at  the  em- 
barcation  of  the  officers  for  Anahuac,  a  small  town  on  the 
north  side  of  the  bay,  about  twenty  miles  from  Galvettoo, 
whither  they  have  been  ordered  by  the  President,  so  as  to 
diminish  the  risk  of  the  garrison  in  the  event  of  a  narsl 
attack  by  the  Mexicans.  This  place  is  under  the  command 
of  Colonel  Morgan,  with  two  companies  of  regaUrs  and 
some  volunteers,  the  whole  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
men,  who  nevertheless  manifest  great  confidence  in  bein| 
able  not  only  to  control  the  prisoners  but  to  defimd  the 
place  against  any  approach  of  the  enemy.  l!*he  whole 
place  has  the  appearance  of  a  military  encampment  readj 
for  action,  as  the  officers,  soldiers,  and  prisoners^  are  dis- 
persed among  a  hundred  tents  and  huts. 

The  course  to  be  pursued  towards  Santa  A.nna  is  be- 
coming a  subject  of  much  interest,  and  will  probably  di- 
vide the  country  into  two  warm  parties ;  the  moderate  cf 
which  will  contend  that  the  honor  of  the  countrv  is  worth 
more  than  the  li  c  of  the  prisoner ;  and  the  other,  that  choir 
is  more  justly  punished  under  the  law  of  retaliation  than  ^ 
that  of  humanity. 

The  Secretary  of  War  has  addressed  a  letter  to  his  asso- 
ciates, in  which  he  expresses  himself  as  <*  impreaxed  with 
the  importance  of  an  early  determination  of  the  question'* 
that  **  Santa  Anna  has  forfeited  his  life  by  the  highest  of 
all  crimes,  and  is  not  a  suitable  object  for  the  exercise  of  tin 
pardoning  power.*'  He  proposes,  however,  as  the  next 
best  course  afler  the  rejection  of  that  for  execution,  an  ex- 
change of  prisoners,  and  to  detain  Santa  Anna,  and  thf 
most  influential,  until  Mexico  shall  recognise  the  independ- 
ence of  Texas.  He  repudiates  the  idea  of  retaliation,  an<I 
asks  only  for  even-handed  justice.  The  rest  of  the  cabtcet 
are  opposed  to  taking  the  life  of  their  prisoner,  but,  I  be- 
lieve, agree  in  the  expediency  of  detaining  him  nnCi]  Mexi- 
co shall  establish  a  permanent  treaty  of  peace.  The  ar^- 
ment  of  the  President  is,  that  Santa  Anna  was  brought  t>j 
camp  a  prisoner  of  war,  and  treated  as  such ;  and  that,  un- 
der military  usages  in  relation  to  one  surrendered  and  re- 
ceived as  a  prisoner,  the  preservation  of  his  life  **  is  th* 
first  and  unequivocal  axiom  of  those  customs  ;*'  that  *'  it  i? 
the  untutored  savage  only  who  immolates  his  captives  ta 
the  disembodied  manes  of  his  slaughtered  friends :  to  hu 
benighted  fancy  the  spirits  of  the  slain  in  battle  rejoice  in 
the  sufferings  and  gambol  amidst  the  agonies  of  dyinc 
captives."  The  address  of  the  Secretary  of  War  has  been 
published,  a  copy  of  which  I  now  send.  The  views  of  the 
Executive  have  not  been  printed,  but  I  have  heard  th^ta 
expressed  in  Uie  language  j  ust  quoted. 

Notwithstanding  the  general  indignation  against  tfc^ 
prisoner,  for  the  perpetration  of  so  many  crimes  aBr^J 
against  him,  it  is  probable  that,  afler  the  next  victory,  lb' 
chivalrous  feelings  of  the  brave  men  6f  the  countiy  will 
prevail,  and  that  clemency  will  take  the  place  €*ven  in' 
juHtice. 
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On  Sanday  moming  last,  a  company  of  citizen  soldiera 
came  down  from  Marion,  on  the  river  Brazot,  bringing  in- 
formation that  a  plan  for  the  liberation  of  Santa  Anna  had 
boen  detected,  and  the  conspirators  taken  ;  and  that  some 
volunteers  from  New  Orleans,  and  who  were  then  here, 
were  supposed  to  be  implicated.  The  President  forthwith 
gave  the  necessary  orders  for  surrendering  those  volunteers, 
and  they  were  escorted  by  the  company  from  Marion  up 
to  that  place  for  examination. 

While  I  am  writing,  a  vessel  has  arrived  from  Mata- 
gorda, giving  a  flattering  account  of  the  Texian  army,  and 
of  the  means  they  have  to  sustain  them  in  their  present 
campaign. 

1  hese  are  the  desultory  points  to  which  I  alluded  in  the 
conclusion  of  my  letter  of  yesterday,  and  which  I  thought 
it  might  be  advisable  to  communicate. 

At  the  very  earliest  opportunity  I  shall  write  again ; 

And  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  M.  MORFIT. 

To  the  Hon.  Jjhv  Fohstth, 

Secrttary  of  State,  Washington. 


NxAR  THx  Rid  Bbazos, 

August  27,  1836. 

8iB  :  The  boundaries  claimed  by  Texas,  since  the  repu- 
diation of  the  treaty  with  Santa  Anna,  will  extend  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  on  the  east  side,  up  to  its 
headwaters ;  thence,  on  a  line  due  north,  until  it  intersects 
thAt  of  the  United  States ;  and  with  that  line  to  the  Red 
river,  or  the  southern  boundary  of  the  United  States ;  thence 
to  the  Sabine,  and  along  that  river  to  its  mouth ;  and  from 
that  point,  westwardly,  with  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  to  the  Rio 
Grande. 

It  was  the  intention  of  this  Government,  immediately 
afker  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto,  to  have  claimed  from  the  Rio 
Grande,  along  the  river,  to  the  SOth  degree  of  btitude,  and 
thence  due  west  to  the  Pacific.  It  was  found,  however, 
that  this  would  not  strike  a  convenient  point  on  the  Cali- 
fornia, that  it  would  be  difficult  to  control  a  wandering 
population  so  distant,  and  that  the  territory  now  determined 
upon  would  be  suflicient  for  a  young  republic. 

Some  speculative  plans  were  laid  for  extending  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States,  when  those  limits  were  first 
proposed.  In.  New  Orieans  it  was  said  thot,  as  steamboats 
could  go  to  Natchitoches,  a  railroad  should  be  constructed 
from  that  ^lace  through  a  gorge  in  the  southern  Rocky 
mountaina,  and  thence  to  the  Gulf  of  California,  so  as  to 
give  the  Western  States  access  to  the  East  Indian,  Pe- 
ruvian, and  Chilian  trade,  which  would  set  competition, 
bj  all  other  countries,  at  defiance.  The  merchants  at  the 
North  argued  that  the  Rio  del  Norte  could  be  ascended  by 
steamboats  nearly  seven  hundred  miles,  which  would  be 
within  a  short  distance  of  the  Colorado  of  the  West,  a  river 
that  empties  into  the  Gulf  of  California ;  and  that  thus,  in 
a  abort  period  of  time,  a  communication  would  be  opened 
to  India,  and  the  route  there  and  to  the  western  coast  of 
South  America  would  be  shortened  mora  than  one  half. 
All  these  calculations  were  of  course  made  in  good  faith 
with  regard  to  the  territorial  rights  of  Mexico,  as  they  were 
only  upon  the  hypothesis  that  she  would  acknowledge  the 
independence  of  Texas,  and  give  the  Americans  a  right  of 
transit  through  her  limits. 

I  am  intofmed  by  the  Executive,  that  when  the  treaty 
^vith  Santa  Anna  was  under  consideration,  he  stated  that 
it  would  be  better  to  leave  that^uestion  open  for  adjust- 
ment in  the  city  of  Mexico,  as  the  influence  of  his  party, 
and  his  own  representations  about  the  Texian  force,  would 
enable  him  to  meet  the  wishes  of  this  Gevernment  on  the 
subject  with  more  certainty  and  ease  than  if  the  boundaries 
•were  abruptly  fixed  without  such  previous  arrangement. 
The  Rio  Grande  was  nevertheless  made  iho  western  line 


by  implication,  as  the  third  article  of  the  agreement  stipu- 
lates that  the  Mexican  troops  should  evacuate  the  territory 
of  Texas,  passing  to  the  other  side  of  the  Rio  Grande  del 
Norte. 

The  boundaries,  as  I  have  first  described  them,  seem  to 
be  those  which  will  be  insisted  upon  in  any  future  nego- 
tiation. 

The  political  limits  of  Texas  proper,  previous  to  the  last 
revolution,  were,  tlie  Nueces  river  on  the  west,  along  the 
Red  river  on  the  north,  the  Sabine  on  the  east,  and  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  on  the  south. 

The  population  within  that  territory  is  said  to  have  been 
seventy  thousand ;  but,  from  all  that  I  can  learn,  it  should 
be  estimated  at  about  fifty  thousand,  or  less.  The  races 
consist  of  Anglo-Americans,  Mexican  natives,  aborigines, 
and  negroes.  Of  these,  there  are  perhaps  thirty  thousand 
Anglo-American  settlers,  distributed  principally  between 
the  Nueces  river  and  l^e  Sabine,  and  on  the  IVinidad, 
Colorado,  and  Brazos  rivers.  About  four  or  five  thousand 
of  the  men  of  this  population  still  remain  at  home,  attend- 
ing to  their  farms.  There  are  three  thousand  five  hundred 
native  Mexicani<,  of  Spanish  descent,  all  interested  in  the 
cause  of  Texas.  Of  these,  there  are  in  the  neighbor- 
hood  of 

Nacogdoches,        ...        80Cl  souls. 
In  San  Antonio  de  Bexar,  -     2,000 

In  Victoria,  -  -  -         120 

San  Patricio,  -  -  -  50 

LaBahia,  -  -  -        600 

The  aborigines  amount  to  about  twelve  thousand;  of 
whom  there  are  four  hundred  souls,  or  one  hundred  and 
fifty  warriors,  of  the  Whaco  tribe,  who  have  a  village  near 
the  headwaters  of  the  Brazos ;  fifty  warriors,  or  two  hun- 
dred souls,  of  the  Towackanies,  who  are  a  branch  of  this 
tribe ;  two  hundred  warriors,  or  eight  hundred  souls,  of  the 
Tonkawas,  between  the  Colorado  and  La  Baca;  eighty 
warriors,  or  three  hundred  and  fifty  souls,  of  the  Conshat- 
teea,  near  the  Trinidada ;  sixty  warriors,  or  two  hundred 
and  fifty  souls,  of  the  Alabamas,  on  the  Neches ;  two  thou- 
sand warriors,  or  eight  thousand  souls,  of  the  Camanches, 
ranging  from  the  Guadaloupe  mountains,  across  the  head- 
waters of  the  Colorado,  Rio  Brazos,  and  Trinidad,  up  to 
the  Red  river ;  one  hundred  and  twenty  warriors,  or  fire 
hundred  souls,  of  Caddoes,  who  have  lately  migrated  from 
the  bordera  of  the  United  States  towards  the  Trinidad,  and 
who,  a  few  weeks  ago,  destroyed  the  village  of  Bastross ; 
two  hundred  and  fifty  warriors,  or  nine  hundred  souls,  of 
the  Lepans,  princip^Iy  above  the  Colorado  and  San  Anto- 
nio. Besides  these,  there  are  small  portions  of  several 
wandering  tribes,  amounting  to  two  hundred  warriora. 

This  enumeration  does  not  include  the  northern  Indians 
from  the  United  States,  consisting  of  the  Cherokees,  Kick- 
apoos,  Choctaws,  Chickasaws,  Pottawatamies,  Delawares, 
and  Shawnees,  amounting  to  about  two  thousand  warriors, 
who  are  restrained  from  taking  part  with  either  side,  in 
consequence  of  the  position  of  General  Gaines. 

It  is  said  that  General  Urrea  has  already  proposed  a 
treaty  of  alliance  with  those  tribes ;  the  consideration  for 
which,  in  the  event  of  success,  is,  that  the  Indians  shall 
possess  Texas.  This  fact  has  been  communicated  to  the 
commander-in-chief,  at  Camp  Sabine,  who  will,  no  doubt, 
take  care  to  enforce  the  neutrality  of  all  parties,  according 
to  the  treaty  of  1828. 

The  Towackanies  and  Tonkawas  are  merely  predatory, 
making  occasional  incursions  upon  settlements,  and  carry- 
ing oflf  cattle.  The  Whacos  are  inimical,  but  their  acU 
are  chiefly  confined  to  inroads  upon  the  stock.  The  Lepans 
are  entirely  neutral.  The  Camanches,  who  are  the  largest 
tribe  in  the  country,  are  more  numerous  than  all  the  rest 
together,  having  about  two  thousand  warriors,  or  eight 
thousand  souls ;  are  friendly  to  Texas,  as  are  also  the  Con- 
shattees  vid  Alabamas. 
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From  thU  it  will  bo  seen  that,  of  the  Indian  tribes  be- 
longing to  the  State,  the  proportion  of  those  friendly  is  as 
four  to  one  of  those  who  are  inimical.  The  negroes  are 
about  five  thousand  in  number.  The  additional  territory 
claimed  by  Texas,  since  the  declaration  of  independence 
on  the  2d  March,  1836,  will  increase  her  population  at 
least  fifteen  thousand,  so  that  the  State  may  be  said  at  this 
time  to  contain  sixty-five  thousand  souls.  Of  this  aug- 
mentation, there  will  be  in  the  village  of  Taos  about  one 
thousand  five  hundred,  in  Santa  Fe  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred, in  San  Miguel  one  thousand,  and  two  thousand  in 
the  other  settlements.  There  are  also  eight  thousand  souls 
belonging  to  the  families  of  Rancheros,  or  herdsmen,  who 
will  add  to  the  products,  but  not  to  the  physical  force  of 
the  country.  Two  tribes  ot  Canancahuas,  the  one  of 
which  is  friendly  and  the  other  opposed,  are  in  the  vicinity 
of  Espirito  Santo,  and  have  seventy  or  eighty  warriora,  or 
about  three  hundred  and  fifty  souls,  each  tribe.  The  rest 
will  consist  of  the  several  little  bands  of  Apaches  between 
the  Paso  del  Norte  and  the  mountains  of  Anahuaca.  They 
were  originally  branches  of  the  Camanches,  and,  like  all 
the  rest  of  the  Indians  in  the  country,  are  nomadic.  The 
Rancheros  are  several,  and  in  some  instances  numer- 
ous herdsmen,  congregated  upon  a  large  estate,  called  a 
hacienda,  generally  belonging  to  one  proprietor.  Some  of 
the  Rancheros  are  feudal,  where  the  land  and  greater 
profits,  with  certain  services,  are  claimed  by  the  haciendado 
or  proprietary ;  others  are  allodial,  where  the  herdsmen  are 
either  owners  in  fee,  or  are  lessees  at  a  rent  in  money  or 
in  kind,  without  the  rendition  of  any  personal  duties.  The 
leudal  tenures  are  confined  to  the  district  of  Santa  Fe  and 
Coahuila,  and  not  many  even  there.  Some  of  the  hacien- 
doe  have  herds  of  one  hundred  thousand  horned  cattle,  and 
very  few  less  than  ten  thousand,  exclusive  of  mules  and 
horses.  The  Rancheros  themselves,  of  the  poorest  grade, 
have  never  less  than  two  hundred  head.  This  information 
is  derived  by  inquiry  of  intelligent  men,  who  have  traversed 
all  that  region  of  country ;  and  I  advert  to  it  in  order  to 
show  the  resources  which  the  newly  acquired  portion  of 
territory  will  bring  in  aid  of  the  future  operations  of  the 
State,  if  her  independence  is  acknowledged. 

As  regards  the  population  of  emigrants  from  the  United 
States,  they  are  said  to  be  not  less  than  50,000,  being  all 
those  whom  I  have  denominated  Anglo-Americans.  They 
have  been  coming  to  this  country  from  the  first  grant  to 
Moses  Austin,  in  1820,  down  to  the  present  moment. 
Those  who  were  here  before  the  revolution  were  called  set- 
tlers, because  their  objects  were  agriculture,  trade,  and 
commercial  enterprises.  Those  who  have  come  since  the 
declaration  of  independence  are  termed  emigrants,  and  de- 
vote themselves  in  the  first  instance  as  volunteers,  to  secure 
the  soil  upon  which  they  afterwards  intend  to  fix  their 
homes. 

.  The  inducements  to  this  change  of  country  proceed  from 
various  causes,  some  coming  to  avenge  the  blood  of  their 
relations,  who  were  slaughtered  in  violation  of  all  faith  by 
the  Mexicans,  some  from  the  salubrity  of  climate  and  the 
prospects  which  a  new  country  holds  out  for  future  wealth, 
and  some  on  account  of  the  great  productiveness  of  the  land, 
and  the  ease  with  which  it  can  be  cultivated. 

The  bounties  to  volunteers  have  also  created  a  separate 
motive  for  emigration,  as  the  convention  which  sat  at 
Washington  on  the  17th  March  last  granted  one  thousand 
two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land  to  all  then  in  service, 
and  who  shall  continue  to  the  end  of  the  war.  To  those 
who  served  for  a  period  not  less  than  six  months,  six  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres ;  to  those  who  had  served  not  less  than 
three  months,  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres ;  to  such  as 
entered  previous  to  the  1st  July,  1836,  and  shall  continue 
during  the  war,  nine  hundred  and  sixty  acres ;  and  to  those 
who  shall  enter  after  that  lime,  a  quantity  proportionate  to 
their  sorvice^,  to  be  hereafter  determined  by  law  ;  in  ad- 


dition to  which,  the  troops  received  the  same  pay  and  ratiofii 
as  tliose  in  the  army  of  the  United  States.  The  popcU- 
tion  has  been  temporarily  diminished  to  a  great  extent  b/ 
the  removal  of  tho  women,  children,  and  infirm,  to  the  Uci- 
ted  States,  since  the  war  has  approached  the  eastern  psr.of 
the  State ;  and  my  observations  are  made  upon  the  i\i^ 
sition  that  they  were  still  in  the  country,  and  that  the  io- 
formation  given  me  upon  the  subject  is  correct. 

If  I  were  to  take  my  own  judgment  exclusively  on  taj 
matter,  and  were  to  reason  as  to  what  I  have  ivoi  seen  t>T 
that  which  I  have,  I  should  say  the  population,  cxdtuh^ 
of  Mexicans,  Indians,  and  negroes,  has  never  exrf«-J<^ 
thirty  thousand. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  M.  MORFIT. 

To  the  Hon.  JoHir  FoRSTro, 

Secretary  of  Stait,  Washington. 


Columbia,  iir  tbe  TirTamioVy 

September  4,   1838 

Sen  :  Tht  views  of  this  Government  and  of  the  lesAxi 
individuals,  as  to  the  true  line  of  boundary  between  iSr 
United  States  and  Texas,  are  the  same  aa  those  assomed 
by  Mexico  upon  that  question,  and  invariably  I  have  t^t 
referred  to  the  treaty  of  limits  as  defining  precuely  the  ^• 
joining  territory  of  either  party.    The  only  point  admitted  '^ 
be  doubtful  is  that  relating  to  the  source  of  ihe  ArksnsiN 
which  some  old  hunters  suppose  may  go  beyond  the  fony 
second  degree  of  north  latitude,  so  as  to  extend  the  not\\ 
western  boundaries  beyond  those  described  in  the  m^f* 
The  idea  prevailed  in  the  neighborhood  of  Natchitocht-' 
previous  to  the  treaty  with  Spain  in  1819,  and  I  am  told  i-> 
still  entertained  by  some  of  the  settlers,  that  the  river  ^-^ 
ignated  as  the  Neches  was  traditionally  known  •«  the  west- 
ern Sabine.     Doctor  Sibley,  of  the  former  place,  ia  said  u> 
have  supported  that  belief  as  early  as  1816;  and  the  f'^t 
that  the  Neches  has  its  source  in  about  the  thirty- sec .xul 
degree  of  North  latitude,  and  is  the  western  river  that  cm:  • 
ties  into  Lake  Sabine,  would  seem  to  countenance  that  (.> 
sition,  and  to  account  for  the  language  used  in  the  sec  on. 
article  of  the  renewed  treaty  of  1819.     I  had  a  converpati^Ki 
recently  with  Colonel  Almonte,  who  informed  me  that  b<* 
had  been  appointed  the  commissioner,  upon  behalf  of  Mei* 
ico,  to  run  tho  boundary  line  between  the  two   countrir.- 
and  that,  before  the  events  of  the  last  campaign,  he  had  ex- 
pected to  have  joined  the  commissioner  fron^lhe   Unit'-d 
States  upon  the  frontier,  for  the  fulfilment  orVieir  duties . 
but  that,  as  an  unfortunate  turn  had  taken  place  in  the  it- 
fairs  of  Mexico  since  that  time,  he  was  unable  to  amy  whs 
would  be  the  result  of  that  appointment,  or  even  of  the 
treaty.     The  intended  expedition  against  Matanaoras*  1 1 
which  I  advised  you  some  weeks  ago,  seems  to  be  for  tl  e 
present  suspended,  as  the  army  has  retired  from  its  advanc«v^ 
position  on  the  Colito  to  the  La  Baca,  which  is  thirty -fi^e- 
miles  nearer  to  the  Gulf,  and  more  convenient  for  the  trans- 
portation of  supplies. 

A  majority  of  the  three-months  volunteers,  who  arc  now 
returning  from  the  army,  are  desirous  to  re -enlist  for  th  « 
special  service ;  and  the  cabinet  are  disposed  to  press  tbe  at- 
tack by  sea,  provided  there  is  a  hearty  co-operation  apon  th<' 
part  of  the  military.  The  intention  now  is  neither  spolia- 
tion nor  to  levy  contribution  on  that  place,  but  to  e&vt  s 
neutral  feeling,  as  far  as  possible,  in  that  oity,  and  to  de- 
monstrate the  ability  of  Uie  Texians  to  destroy  it  if  necessA* 
ry.  The  Camanche  Indians,  who  are  very  numerous^  stkd 
friendly,  have  intimated  a  wish  to  take  part  in  the  preseci: 
contest ;  and  yesterday  it  was  proposed  by  one  of  the  cM-i- 
net  to  unite  the  warriors  of  that  tribe  with  a  portion  of  t^  * 
army,  and  carry  the  war  into  the  interior,  beyond  the  Rto 
Grande,  against  Chihuahua,  while  the  naval  expediLi^tfi 
against  Matamoras  should  be  advanced  at  the  s^une  tiiu^. 
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Vothing  has  yet  been  decided  as  to  this  matter,  and  I  think 
t  probable  the  anny  will  remain  at  their  present  encamp- 
nent  until  some  plan  of  operation  shall  be  determined  upon 
}j  the  approaching  Congress.  The  present  resources  of 
Texas  arg  principally  derived  from  the  sympathies  of  their 
leighbors  and  friends  in  the  United  States  and  by  loans 
ipon  the  credit  of  the  State.  The  donations  from  the  for- 
ner  quarter  have  been,  and  will  no  doubt  continue  to  be, 
rery  liberal,  and  indeed  munificent.  Several  individuals, 
lot  interested  in  the  success  of  the  country  further  than 
iietr  general  attachment  to  the  cause  of  independence  and 
h  \t  of  their  old  compatriots,  have  unostentatiously  present- 
ed $5,000,  while  numbers  have  contributed  $1,000  each, 
uid  small  associations  in  the  different  States  have  thrown 
;n  their  aid,  until  the  aggregate  has  swelled  to  a  large 
unounU  I  have  been  surprised  to  find  that  Texas  has  car- 
ried sn  a  successful  war,  thus  far,  with  so  little  embarrass- 
cnent  to  her  own  citizens  or  her  Treasury  ;  and  perhaps  it  is 
the  first  instance  in  the  history  of  nations  where  a  State  has 
sustained  itself  by  men  and  means  drawn  wholly  from  a 
distance. 

All  the  loans  which  have  been  created  were  by  authori- 
ty of  the  late  provisional  Government,  and  do  not  exceed 
^100,000.  One  of  these  was  conditional,  to  be  extended 
to  1(200,000  if  necessary;  of  which,  however,  only 
^O,000  have  been  drawn ;  another  was  for  $50,000,  and 
the  third  for  $10,000  ;  the  first  two  in  New  Orleans,  and 
the  latter  in  New  Yoilc.  I  have  had  access  to  the  Treas- 
ury exhibits,  and  find  that  the  amount  due  for  supplies,  as 
near  as  may  be,  is  -  -        -        $450,000  00 

Amount  due  the  navy,  and 

unpaid,  including  supposed 

liabilities  for  six  months  to  » 

come        -  -  -  $112,000  00 

Estimated  expenses  for  six 

months    ...      66,000  00 

177,000  00 

Amount  due  the  army  for  pay 

and  clothing        -  -  $412,000  00 

Expenses  for  six  months  to 

come,  for  pay  and  clothing    210,000  00 

022,000  00 

$1,249,000  00 

The  probable  outstanding  debts  op  all  accounts  are  thus : 
Amount  of  debts  audited,  for  which  the 

Treasury  orders  have  been  issued,   and 

debts  under  consideration  in  the  auditor's 

office  .....  $309,280  00 
Estimate    for    supplies,   exclusive    of  the 

amount  audited  ...    250,000  00 

Ixmns  ."..-.  100,000  00 
Amount  due  the  navy,  exclusive"  of  the 

amount  audited  -  -  .       60,000  00 

Amount  doe  the  army,  exclusive  of  the 

amount  audited  ...     412,000  00 

Amount  of  civil  and  contingent  expenses, 

exclusive  of  amount 'audited        -  -     118,720  00 


$1,250,000  00 


Whole  amount  to  thb  date,  one  million  two  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  As  this  estimate  is  made  so  as 
to  comprehend  a  period  in  advance,  and  supplies  are  still 
coming  in  from  neighboring  friends,  the  presumption  is 
that  the  pubKc  debt  will  not  be  increased  for  six  months, 
except  in  those  particulars  which  arise  from  the  establiph- 
ment  of  the  several  branches  of  a  complete  Government 
under  a  new  constitution.  The  prospective  resources  for 
the  payment  of  the  public  debt  and  the  future  support  of 
the  Government,  are  the  public  domain,  imposts  and  ton- 
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nage  duties,  and  moneys  due  from  settlers  on  lands  here- 
tofore granted  "under  the  colonization  laws  of  Coahuila  and 
Texas. 

The  public  domain  will  be  the  most  available  and  fruit- 
ful source  of  means  to  the  State.  The  *'  head  rights"  yet 
due  to  settlers,  together  with  all  other  cbims  for  land,  are 
estimated  at  fifly  millions  of  acres,  and  the  quantity  which 
will  remain,  after  all  deductions  for  costs  of  the  war  and  sol- 
diers* grants,  is  one  hundred  millions  of  acres. 

The  present  army  is  about  2,200  strong,  not  including 
the  settlers  or  farmers,  who  can  be  drawn  upon  any  emer- 
gency so  as  to  augment  the  number  to  at  least  5,000  effi. 
cient  men ;  and  the  supplies  for  the  winter  campaign  aro 
now  in  the  country  and  at  the  command  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Besides  this,  emigrants  are  coming  in  weekly,  who 
enrol  themselves  first  in  the  military  service,  so  that  the 
army  in  fact  is  never  diminished  by  the  lapse  of  terms  of 
enlistment. 

The  answer,  therefore,  to  the  inquiry  as  to  the  present 
condition  of  Texas  and  her  future  means,  is,  that  she  owes 
one  million  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars ;  that 
her  grants  in  lands  to  citizens  and  others,  for  «  head  rights" 
and  military  services,  are  about  fifty  millions  of  acres ;  and 
that  she  will  have  one  hundred  millions  of  acres  left,  after 
all  deductions,  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  war ;  that  she 
has  a  standing  army  of  2,200,  which  will  be  increased  to 
4,000  beforo  the  close  of  the  year,  besides  a  reserve  of 
3,000  yeoman  soldiers  at  home  ;  and  that  her  citizens  say 
she  relies  for  success  upon  the  merits  of  her  cause,  the  aid 
of  her  friends,  and  the  weakness  of  the  enemy. 

I  am  upon  the  point  of  starting  for  the  Colorado,  further 
into  the  interior,  whence  I  shall  write  you  in  a  few  days. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  M.  MORFIT. 

To  the  Hon.  Jorh  Forsyth 

Secretary  of  State. 


Neah  Obazimbo, 

September  6,  1836* 

8iB  :  The  zeal  of  the  citizens  of  the  district  of  Brazos 
has  induced  many  of  the  richest  of  them  to  propose  to  the 
Government  to  raise  half  a  million  of  dollars  for  the  war, 
upon  their  own  several  bonds.  Forms  have  been  printed 
tlus  day,  by  which  they  individually  promise  to  pay  various 
sums  at  the  Bank  of  New  Orleans  on  the  1st  of  March, 
1842,  with  interest  annually,  and  the  whole  secured  by  the 
'<  present  and  future  real  estate"  of  each  obligor.  The 
Executive,  with  the  consent  of  his  cabinet,  has  accepted 
the  offer,  and  will  issue  scrip,  pledging  the  ftdth  and  credit 
of  the  Government  for  the  repayment  of  the  money ;  so 
that  the  citizens  and  their  property  are  first  bound  to  the 
State,  and  then  the  republic  bound  to  those  whD  may  ad- 
vance the  money. 

The  ((general  election  for  President,  Vice  President,  and 
members  of  Congress,  took  place  last  Monday,  and  itii 
supposed  that  General  Samuel  Houston  is  elected,  by  a 
very  large  majority,  to  the  first  ofiSce,  and  Mirabeau  B. 
Lamar  to  the  second  ;  the  latter  had  no  competitor.  I  en- 
close a  copy  of  each  of  the  papers  prepared  for  the  new 
loan; 

And  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  M.  MORFIT. 

To  the  Hon.  Johic  Forsttr, 

Secretary  of  State, 

Copy  of  papers  prepared  for  the  new  loan. 

Know  all  men  that  I, ,  for  value  received,  am 

firmly  bounden,  and  by  these  presents  do  bind  myself, 
unto  David  G.  Burnet,  President  of  the  republic  of  Texas, 
and  his  successors  in  office,  and  hi^  or  their  assigns,  in 


90 


APPENDIX— 7V  GaUs  Sf  Beaton's  Register. 


24th  Co  no.  2d  Ssss.] 


Texas, 


the  sum  of  thousand  dollars,  payable  on  the  first 

day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  forly-two,  with  — 
per  centum  per  annum  interest  froip  the  first  day  of  Octo- 
ber, eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six ;  the  interest  to  be 
payable  on  the  first  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-eight,  and  thereafter  annually  until  the  extinction  of 
this  bond,  both  principal  and  interest,  payable  at  the  Bank 
of  Orleans,  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  Nevertheless,  this 
bond  to  be  cancelled,  acquitted,  and  made  void,  whenever, 
at  any  time  after  the  first  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty -eight,  I,  the  above  bounden  — —  ,  shall  pay, 
or  cause  to  be  paid,  to  the  said  David  G.  Burnet,  President 
as  aforesaid,  or  his  successors  in  office,  or  his  assigns,  the 

aforesaid  sura  of thousand  dollars,  with per 

centum  per  annum  interest  from  the  first  day  of  October, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  and  for  the  security  of 
the  same  I  specially  pledge  my  real  estate,  present  and  fu- 
ture. 
Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  —  this  -^-^  day  of 


,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six. 

[i..  s.] 


By  this  act,  be  it  known  that  I,  David  G.  Burnet,  Pres- 
ident of  the   republic  of  Texas,    acknowledge  to  have 

received  of  ,   for  tho  benefit  of  said  republic,   a 

Itond  for  the  sum  of 


thousand  dollars,  payable  at 
the  Bank  of  Orleans,  on  the  first  day  of  March,  eighteen 

hundred   and   forty -two,   with  per  centum  interest 

from  the  first  day  of  October,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
six,  which  said  bond,  thus  signed  and  delivered  by  the  said 

,  is  dated day  of  ,  eighteen  hundred 

and  thirty-six,  and  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  Government 
of  Texas  is  hereby  pledged  for  the  payment  of  said  bond 
and  the  interest  thereon. 

Done  at  —  the day  of ,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty-six. 


YsLASCo,  Tkxas,  Sept.  9,  1836. 

Sm :  The  military  force  of  Texas,  as  now  imbodied, 
consists  of  regulars  and  volunteers.  The  first  comprise 
two  regiments  of  infantry,  one  of  cavalry,  and  one  incom- 
plete regiment  of  artillery,  so  tliat  the  regular  army  will  be 
about  1,700  strong.  Of  volunteers,  there  are  now  in  the 
field,  for  the  war,  four  full  companies,  and  about  six  hundred 
men  who  were  engaged  for  six  months,  besides  several 
companies  enlisted  for  three  months,  whose  period  of  ser- 
vice is  near  expiring.  The  whole  army  may  therefore  be 
put  down  at  2,500 ;  and  the  Secretary  of  War  reports  that 
**  volunteers  continue  to  arrive  by  every  vessel,  without 
scarcely  an  exception." 

The  army  will  bo  6,000  strong  before  December.  In 
this  estimate  the  old  colonists  and  farmers  are  not  inclu- 
ded. They  are  prudently  left  to  their  usual  pursuits,  and 
will  be  called  only  upon  the  greatest  emergency.  This 
class  of  citizens  amounts,  it  is  said,  to  at  least  3,000,  so 
that  the  whole  force  of  the  country  in  the  last  resort  will 
be  8,000  men. 

The  plan  of  receiving  volunteers  for  three  months  has 
been  found  to  be  injurious  to  the  cause  as  well  as  to  the 
economy  of  the  State,  and  hereafter  enlistments  will  be  re- 
ceived principally  for  the  duration  of  the  war,  and  none  for 
less  than  six  months. 

As  regards  an  exact  detail  of  the  military  condition  of 
Texas,  it  is  impossible,  as  the  department  which  should 
furnish  the  information  is  not  itself  in  possession  of  regu- 
lar returns.  The  acting  Secretary  of  War  estimates  the 
army  at  near  3,000 ;  and  officers  with  whom  I  have  con- 
versed, and  who  were  immediately  from  camp  and  the  sev- 
eral garrisons,  suppose  the  whole  force  at  the  various  points 
to  be  much  less.  I  have,  therefore,  in  presenting  tlie  pre- 
ceding estimate,  taken  the  mean  number  as  the  most  prob- 


able, upon  their  own  statements,  and  have  put  it  at  2^500 
men. 

Notwithstanding  these  representations  from  the  officess 
of  Government,  and  the  reports  which  are  circulated  bv 
individuals  interested  to  corroborate  them,  (  son  induced  to 
believe,  from  personal  observation,  that  all  the  troops  now 
in  Texas  do  not  exceed  2,000,  and  that  the  expectation  of 
her  citizens,  as  regards  either  new  voluntcean  or  the  nam* 
ber  that  can  be  drawn  to  the  field  from  her  own.  colonista, 
will  not  be  realized. 

In  my  despatch  No.  6  I  supposed  that  the  army  migl.i 
be  increased  before  the  close  of  the  year  to  4,000 ;  and,  ia 
reviewing  the  data  upon  which  that  opinion  was  formed,  I 
am  induced  to  reiterate  it  as  expressing  the  maximum  ex- 
tent of  the  ordinary  force.  With  respect  to  the  aogmenl- 
ation  oT  this  number  by  the  old  settlers,  it  will  at  once  U 
seen  that,  although  they  would  take  part  in  the  contest,  it 
could  only  be  for  a  short  time,  and  to  prevent  or  detemuiv 
a  crisis,  as  during  their  absence  the  families  would  be  un- 
protected, and  the  provisions  and  crops  abandoned.  Om 
of  these  3,000  men,  there  could  never  be  spared  more  than 
one  third ;  so  that,  admitting  all  the  contingencies  to  hap- 
pen out  of  which  the  army  is  to  be  composed,  it  will  not  t\' 
ceed  at  any  time  5,000  men.  Nearly  the  whole  of  the  prc^ 
ent  army  is  composed  of  citizens  recently  from  the  Unitec 
States ;  and,  supposing  the  number  to  be  2,000,  the  pr-.>- 
portion  of  Texians  proper  will  not  exceed  300.  Heretofore 
the  conflicts  have  been  sustained  mainly  by  the  colonists 
themselves,  as  in  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto  there  vreie  ouij 
200  volunteers  out  of  an  aggregate  of  783,  the  rest  beine 
settlers,  and  a  small  detachment  of  Mexicans  under  a  Da- 
tive chief. 

The  equipment  of  the  army  is  such  as  mig^ht  be  evpe^i- 
ed  in  a  new  country,  where  Uie  operations  of  an  establish- 
ed Government  are  just  beginning  to  assume  a  system. 

Commissariat  and  quartermaster's  departments  have  bers 
established,  with  the  necessary  assistants,  and  supplies  :)i 
rations  and  clothing  are  furnished  according  to  the  want^ 
of  the  soldiers  and  the  quantity  on  hand.  In  the  subfli»t- 
ence  department  there  have  been  occasionally  some  deliii- 
quencies,  in  consequence  of  delay  in  receiving  supplies,  ani 
the  want  of  opportunity  to  transport  them  to  the  am^ 
speedily  by  water.  Provisions  frequently  arrive  as  doos- 
tions.  In  the  other  department  there  is  more  irregularitv, 
as  clothing  can  only  be  purchased  for  cash,  and  the  meor  •^ 
of  Government  are  not  always  available  in  that  form. 

The  munitions  of  war  appear  to  be  abundant  for  tht 
present,  and  perhaps  for  a  much  larger  number  of  troops 
Every  emigrant  brings  with  him  some  military  weapoo, 
and  there  is  scarcely  a  cabin  in  the  country  that  cannot  ai 
a  moment's  warning  arm  several  men.  Besidc^fl  these, 
there  are  frequent  shipments  of  muskets,  sabres,  and  pcv- 
der ;  and  there  is  a  small  extra  supply  of  each  at  the  scrcrJ 
posts.  In  the  last  battle,  the  official  return  shows  a  gain  I't' 
600  muskets,  300  sabres,  and  200  pistols.  Theembarra^- 
ment  to  the  ordnance  department  is,  that  the  arms  for  ih^ 
same  class  of  troops  are  not  always  of  the  same  kind,  a^id 
that  soldiers,  who  retire  after  the  stipulated  tour  of  duty. 
frequently  take  them  home,  to  be  ready  on  any  emcTgeiKrv. 
From  this  cause,  no  certain  calculation  can  be  made  a.^  1 1 
the  number,  description,  or  depot  of  the  arms ;  and  hence 
there  must  be  an  it  regularity,  as  well  in  the  general  arma- 
ment as  in  the  description  of  the  troops.  The  pay  and  stiK- 
sistence  of  the  army  and  navy  are  the  same  as  in  the  cct- 
responding  service  in  the  United  States,  and  the  rules  acd 
regulations  of  esch  have  been  adopted  here. 

The  soldiers  appear,  for  the  roost  part,  to  be  satis^in!^ 
upon  the  settlement  of  their  accounts,  in  receiving  atid.- 
tor's  certificates  for  the  amounts  due,  as  they  expect  to  de- 
rive from  the  bounty  in  land  a  speculative  profit  beyond  tb« 
present  depreciation  of  their  scrip.  The  latter  is  maJr 
payable  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
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appropriated ;  but  as  all  the  present  fands  are  applied  to 
the  subsistence  and  equipment  of  the  army  and  navy,  the 
payment  of  those  certificates  will  be  postponed  until  the 
State  shall  be  able  to  perform  the  obligations  of  an  inde- 
pendent nation. 

It  is  said,  that  upon  any  future  invasion,  the  citizens  will 
not  again  remove  their  families  beyond  the  Sabine,  as  ex- 
perience hhs  proved  that,  with  the  present  foe,  a  brave  de- 
fence by  any  numbers  is  better  than  a  hasty  retreat.  This 
determination  will  keep  the  whole  of  the  settlers  together, 
and  inspire  general  confidence. 

The  Camanche  Indians  are  looked  to  by  the  Texians  as 
reaily  auxiliaries,  as  they  have  immemorially  been  opposed 
to  the  Guachupins  (Guachinangoa)  or  Spaniards,  and  are 
not  less  so  to  their  successors — the  Mexicans.  If  those  war- 
riors are  enlisted  in  the  cause,  the  pretensions  of  Texas  may 
assume  a  stronger  form. 

The  fortifications  consist  of  the  Alamo,  near  San  Anto- 
nio de  Bexar,  and  the  fort  at  La  Bahia,  now  nearly  de- 
stroyed. They  were  both  built  by  the  Spaniards  in  the 
eariy  part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  and  were  fortresses  of 
great  strength.  Colonel  Travis  defended  himself  in  the 
former  with  184  men  Against  1,600 ;  and  Colonel  Fanning 
supposed  that  with  400  at  La  Bahia  he  could  have  with- 
prtood  1,600  men.  Besides  these,  there  are  several  small 
stations  between  La  Baca  and  the  Rio  GTrande,  called  refu- 
gois,  or  places  of  retreat  for  the  early  Spanish  settlers  from 
th^  approaches  of  the  Indians.  They  are  chapels,  sur- 
rounded by  walls  of  masonry,  now  dilapidated,  and  were 
capable  of  holding  200  men  each. 

The  naval  force  of  Texas  has  already  been  described  in 
a  former  communication.  It  consists  of  the  Invincible,  of 
nine  guns;  the  Brutus,  of  the  same  force ;  the  Independence, 
of  eight  guns ;  and  the  Liberty,  of  three :  the  whole  man- 
ned by  200  men. 

The  ability  to  repel  further  invasion  from  Mexico  is  fully 
believed  here,  as  the  strength  of  the  army  is  greater  than  it 
has  been  at  any  former  period,  and  the  operations  of  the 
(rovemment  will  be  more  systematic  than  heretofore,  as 
the  approaching  Congress  will  no  doubt  combine  the  wis- 
dom and  direct  the  energies  of  the  people.  There  is  not, 
at  this  time,  nor  has  there  been  since  the  retreat  of  Gener- 
al Filisola,  a  feingle  Mexican  enemy  on  this  side  of  the 
Rio  Grande. 

What  Texas  may  be  able  to  do  hereafter  in  her  conflict, 
it  would  be  merely  supposititious  to  say ;  but  to  compare  the 
probability  of  coming  events  with  the  success  of  those  that 
have  passed,  the  result  would  be  highly  favorable  to  the  es- 
tablishment and  maintenance  of  her  independence. 

In  order  that  you  may  determine  whether  her  history,' 
thus  far,  maybe  considered  as  experience  that  will  teach 
successfully  by  example,  I  submit  the  following  summary : 
In  the  year  1827,  when  the  'fexiansnear  Nacogdoches 
had  been  aggrieved  by  the  military  at  that  post,  and  bad 
ineffectually  endeavored  to  procure  their  removal,  they  took 
up  arms  for  the  purpose,  and,  with  250  undisciplined  men, 
l<^A?ated  375  regulars  under  General  Las  Piedras. 

In  1832,  during  the  administration  of  Bustaroent^,  and 
ifter  the  violation  of  the  federal  constitution,  a  detachment 
>f  132  Texian  settlers,  under  Captain  John  Austin,  be- 
neged  and  reduced  the  fort  at  Velasco,  garrisoned  by  173 
Viexicans,  under  Colonel  Ugarticha,  with  great  loss  to  the 
:>e*«:iegcd. 

In  1835,  the  Mexican  garrison  at  Anahuac,  under  Cap- 
ain  Tenoria,  surrendered  to  Colonel  Travis,  commanding 
I  amaller  force.  ,  In  October  of  the  same  year,  the  Mexi- 
an  cavalry  from  the  fortress  at  Bexar  were  .completely 
outed  at  Gonzales. 

A  few  weeks  after,  92  Texians,  under  Colonels  Bowie 
jid  Fanning,  fought  the  battle  of  Conception,  and  defeat- 
•1  450  Mexicans.  •  In  November,  Sepantillan,  on  the 
ii^ueces^  was  captured  by  Adjutant  Westover.     The  battle 


near  Bexar  was  fought  in  the  same  month,  and  400  Mexi- 
cans were  obliged  to  retire  under  cover  of  the  artillery  of  the 
town  before  200  Texians ;  and  in  December,  the  city  of 
San  Antonio  and  the  Alamo,  defended  by  1,300  Mexicans, 
under  General  Cos,  surrendered  to  400  Texians,  comand- 
ed  by  Colonel  Milam.  This  terminated  the  first  campaign 
in  the  cause  of  civil  liberty  in  Texas.  The  siecond  com- 
menced with  a  small  expedition  against  Matamoras,  which 
failed,  and  was  succeeded  in  March,  1836,  by  the  assault 
of  Santa  Anna  upon  the  Alamo,  its  surrender,  and  the 
massacre  of  the  Texians. 

Then  followed  the  defeat  of  the  Mexicans  at  the  Mission 
del  Refugio,  by  Captain  King,  and  the  destruction  of  Gon- 
zales, on  the  retreat  of  General  Houston. 

The  second  fight  at  Refugio  terminated  favorably  to  the 
Texians,  under  Colonel  Ward.  But  Colonel  Fanning,  a 
few  days  afler,  submitted  to  General  Urrea,  and  400  men 
were  shot. 

On  the  21st  of  April,  1836,  the  decisive  battle  of  San 
Jacinto  was  fought,  in  which  General  Santa  Anna,  with 
1,300  men,  were  defeated  by  General  Houston,  command- 
ing 783;  and  on  the  24th  of  the  same  month,  all  the  Mex- 
ican forces  retreated  beyond  the  frontiers  of  Texas.  This 
concluded  the  second  campaign,  and  thence,  it  is  said,  a 
new  epoch  in  her  history  was  dated. 

If  we  recur  to  the  military  incidents  of  Mexico  in  which 
persons  from  the  United  States  took  part,  even  while  that 
country  was  under  the  dominion  of  Spain,  it  will  be  seen 
that  nearly  all  the  conflicts  were  disastrous  to  her  subjects, 
and  ibat  there  seems  to  be  a  fatality  against  her  that  is 
likely  to  keep  pace  with  all  her  pretensions  on  this  side  of 
her  natural  boundary,  the  Rio  Grande.  As  early  as  1810, 
the  military  post  at  Baton  Rouge,  whose  commandant  had 
committed  many  wrongs  against  Colonel  Kemper,  was^  at- 
tacked by  40  Americfins  under  General  Thomas,  and  the 
garrison,  with  Colonel  Lassus  and  120,  subdued.  The 
Mexicans,  about  that  time,  had  commenced  a  revolution 
against  Spain,  and  Colonel  Ross,  with  500  men,  proceed- 
ed into  Texas  to  aid  the  patriots ;  he  attacked  and  took  the 
strong  fortress  of  Goliad,  without  any  loss,  and  soon  afler 
defeated  and  captured  1,500  Mexicans.  This  army  de- 
termined upon  the  conquest  of  Mexico,  and  routed  and  cut 
to  pieces  3,000  men,  near  San  Antonio.  A  reinforcement 
of  4,000  Mexicans  assaulted  Bexar,  in  the  absence  of  the 
American  generals;  but  the  troops  resolved  to  act  them- 
selves, and  defeated  the  assailants,  with  the  loss  of  only 
three  men. 

In  1812,  General  Toledo,  who  had  revolted  from  tlie 
Spanish  Government,  took  command  of  San  Antonio,  and 
with  Ross's  force  of  400,  and  300  Indians,  routed  another 
Mexican  army  of  4,000  men.  These  events  led  to  the 
general  revolution  which  separated  Mexico  from  Spain ;  and 
ever  since  then,  whenever  the  Texians  have  been  engaged, 
either  with  the  Mexicans  to  establish  a  republic,  or  against 
them  to  defend  it,  they  have  almost  invariably  prevailed. 

Notwithstanding  all  these  examples  of  success,  and  the 
improved  condition  of  Texas,  which  seem  to  justify  her 
declaration  of  ability  to  establish  and  maintain  her  inde- 
pendence, there  are  many  circumstances  in  the  mind  of  an 
impartial  observer  which  would  authorize  the  suspension 
of  that  belief  until  after  the  issue  of  the  next  campaign. 
The  independence  of  a  nation  may  be  considered,  first,  in 
relation  to  her  ability  to  defend  herself  against  the  Govern- 
ment from  which  she  has  withdrawn ;  secondly,  in  regard 
to  the  performance  of  those  obUgations  which,  as  a  separate 
nation,  she  has  undertaken ;  thirdly,  with  respect  to  her 
means  of  complying  with  such  parts  of  treaties  made  by 
the  mother  country  with  foreign  Powers  as  would  bo 
sought  to  be  enforced  against  her ;  and,  fourthly,  as  to  her 
ability  to  defend  henielf  against  such  demands,  upon  the 
plea  that  a  separate  sovereignty  repudiates  all  liability  not 
undertaken  by  the  State  in  its  independent  character? 
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The  first  and  fourth  views  embrace  the  physical  or  mili-  .' 
taiy  condition  of  the  country,  and  the  second  and  third 
only  the  civil  obligations. 

If  we  judge  the  prospective  aflairs  of  Texas  by  those 
which  have  already  occurred,  and  can  count  upon  a  continu- 
ance of  the  sympathies  and  migration  of  her  brethren  from 
the  United  States  of  the  North,  she  will  accomplish  the 
first  category  of  those  inquiries,  and  be  able  to  defend  her- 
self against  any  further  invasion  by  Mexico.  She  will 
escape  the  penalty  of  the  fourth  condition,  because  none  of 
the  treaties  of  Mexico  with  foreign  Powers  contain  obliga- 
tions that  would  operate  against  her  interest,  and  no  pro- 
hibitory stipulations,  except  in  relation  to  the  slave  trade, 
and  that  is  already  provided  against  by  the  9th  section  of 
the  **  general  provisions"  of  the  constitution,  which  de- 
clares the  importation  of  Africans  or  negroes,  except  from 
the  United  States  of  America,  to  be  forever  prohibited,  and 
to  be  piracy. 

The  second  view,  as  to  her  nndertakings  since  she  has 
separated  from  Mexico,  is  confined  at  present  exclusively 
to  liabilities  to  her  citizens,  and  Government  loans  made 
upon  the  pledge  of  public  faith  and  the  public  domain  ;  all 
of  which  will  no  doubt  be  complied  with  if  she  succeeds  in 
her  independence ;  and  the  third  position  is  not  applica- 
ble to  her,  because,  even  admitting  it  to  be  one  which  could 
be  insisted  on  by  the  law  of  nations,  it  is  explained  away 
by  the  reasons  that  prevail  in  relation  to  the  fourth  in- 
quiry. 

Under  this  aspect,  and  seeing  that  the  constitution  of 
the  17th  of  March,  1836,  has  l^en  finally  adopted  by  the 
I'Oters  at  the  elections  on  the  first  Monday  of  this  month, 
and  thai  the  ^|>rescnt  administration  is  continued  under  the 
provisions  of  that  instrument  until  the  second  Monday  in 
December,  it  may  bo  said  that  Texas  now  has  in  successful 
operation  a  civil  Government,  capable  of  performing  the 
duties  und  fulfilling  the  obligations  of  an  independent  Power. 

I'he  reasons  I  should  urge  against  the  present  declaration 
of  this  opinion  are  these : 

First.  The  Mexicans,  it  is  said,  are  preparing  to  invade 
Texas  during  the  winter,  and  already  there  are  4,000  at 
Matamoras. 

Secondly.  The  increase  of  emigrants  from  the  United 
States  is  contingent,  and  may  be  prevented  by  various 
causes,  some  of  which  have  already  operated. 

Thirdly.  The  ordinance  of  the  16th  of  March  diminishes 
the  quantity  of  bounty  lands  to  soldiers  who  shall  enter  be- 
tween that  time  and  the  Ist  of  July,  and  leaves  the  quan- 
tity for  those  after  that  period  undefined  and  to  be  deter- 
mined by  Congress.  This  has  lessened  the  zeal  of  many 
already  in  the  service,  and  has  taken  away  a  strong  motive 
for  the  services  of  others. 

Fourthly.  Enlistments  are  expiring  every  week,  and 
there  may  not  be  one  thousand  in  the  main  army  in  one 
month. 

FifUily.  The  troops  expected  in  a  body  from  the  South 
are  to  be  furnished  by  contract ;  so  that,  without  any  impu- 
tation against  the  motives  or  chivalry  of  the  individuals, 
the  obligation  may  fail  when  the  hope  of  profit  is  de- 
stroyed. 

Sixthly.  The  great  majority  of  the  emigrants,  no  mat- 
ter by  what  good  feelings  actuated  in  the  commencement  of 
service,  always  manifest  a  reversionary  desire  for  home, 
and  return  to  the  United  States  as  soon  as  their  duty  is 
over,  so  that  the  population  of  the  country  is  never  actually 
augmented. 

Seventhly.  The  old  colftiists  would  not  by  themselves 
be  able  to  sustain  an  invasion,  and,  at  the  same  time,  sup- 
ply the  means  for  the  war. 

And,  finally,  independent  of  any  other  objection,  the  ar- 
dor of  volunteers  and  tlie  interest  which  the  fate  of  the 
brave  in  the  late  battles  produced  have  greatly  abated  by 
the  suggestions  and  arguments  ihat  this  whole  enterprise  of 


independence  is  a  mere  speculative  scheme,  conooctcd  and 
encouraged  for  the  aggrandizement  of  a  few. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  yoar  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  M.  MORFIT. 
To  the  Hon.  JoRir  FoasTTH, 

Secretary  of  State. 


VsLASco,  September  10,  1836. 

Sir  :  Upon  the  inquiry  as  to  whether  any  negodabon 
has  been  commenced  or  is  intended  with  Mexico  for  the 
acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of  Texas^  I  have 
ascertained  that  no  attempt  of  that  kind  has  been  made 
since  the  failure  of  the  treaty  with  General  Sanin  Anna. 

It  was  hoped  that  the  commiasioners,  Lorenzo  de  ZavaHa, 
the  Vice  President  of  this  State,  and  the  honerabk  Bail; 
Hardiman,  Secretary  of  the  Treasoiy,  would  have  been 
enabled,  in  conjunction  with  the  President  of  Mexico,  to 
have  effected  a  fuU  recognition,  according  to  the  undri' 
standing  previously  had  on  that  subject ;  bat  the  detenlion 
of  Santa  Anna  by  the  popular  voioe,  afWr  he  had  embarkn} 
with  thoee  two  (entlemen,  and  his  conttnoed  captivity,  to- 
gether with  the  political  changes  in  Mexico  since  thes, 
have  put  an  end  to  all  favorable  expectatione  from  tbi 
quarter. 

No  attempt  has  been  made  by  the  cuthoriciea  here  to  opsi 
any  negotiation  with  any  foreign  Power  other  than  tb« 
United  States,  and  I  believe  all  their  wishes  and  mpplicatice> 
on  this  subject  are  directed  exclusively  to  that  Goven* 
ment. 

After  the  Mexican  President  was  compelled  to  disoa- 
bark  frcrni  the,  vessel  in  which  he  waa  about  to  retnm,  ia 
pursuance  of  the  public  treaty,  he  presented,  on  the  9u 
June,  1836,  a  solemn  protest  against  this  alleged  bresdit^ 
good  faith,  averring,  at  the  same  time,  his  intention  is^ 
ability  to  perform  all  that  had  been  promised  upon  the  part  of 
Mexico.  The  public  will,  however,  prevailed  orer  the  jodf- 
ment  of  the  cabinet,  and  General  Santa  Anna  still  Kama 
subject  to  the  dsipositionof  the  ensuing  Congiees. 

The  constitutional  term  of  service  of  that  President  vvL 
expire  in  April ;  but,  from  intelligence  daily  arriiinf,  wc 
are  apprized  that  bis  popularity  and  power  are  abeady  ei- 
tinct.  Indeed,  Mexico  appears  to  be  divided  by  vanaa 
factions,  some  following  or  aiding  the  fortunes  of  indivr-- 
uais,  while  others  are  formed  into  political  classes,  in  £ii» 
or  against  the  consolidated  form  of  government. 

General  Urrea  is  for  re-establiahing  the  federal 
tution,  and  in  consequence  has  been  recalled  from  the  az;?!| 
to  give  place  to  General  Bravos. 

The   CoamopolitOf  a  newspaper  publiriMd  in  MerJ 
states  that  such  is  the  distressed  condition  of  public 
fairs,  that  <<  Government  cannot  in  any  way  procnre 
ey  for  a  single  campaign.**    It  refers  to  several  ezeeaod 
that  have  recently  taken  place  for  polittcal  reasons,  and 
pares  the  acts  of  the  party  in  power  to  the  ^rranny  of  Bi 
tamente. 

The  Congress  which  is  now  in  session  seems  to 
exhausted  all  ordinary  modes  of  raising  revenue,  and 
verts  to  t)ie  necessity  of  levying  new  contributions, 
national  power  and  integrity  of  Mexico  seem  to  be  Icit  i 
these  domestic  difficulties,  and  hence  Texas  argues  tlut 
other  army  will  be  raised  to  cross  the  Rio  Gramde 
her. 

There  is  much  reason  in  this  assertion ;  and  berid<« 
feebleness  of  the  Government,  the  people  in  the  provitK^ 
adjoining  Texas  are  opposed  to  the  war,  as  they  ba^e 
ready  suffered  severely  in  the  progress  and  return  of  ^t 
own  army  through  their  country.     Zacatecas  and 
ahua  ha\e  manifested  great  desire  for  peace ;  and  if 
ambition  of  a  few  men  contending  for  power  could  ^ 
layed,  Mexico  would  be  quiet  and  Texas  free. 

The  population  of  Mexico  is  about  eight  millions 
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that  of  this  coantry  between  forty  and  fifty  thousand ;  so 
that  it  cannot  be  supposed  that,  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances, the  issue  of  thu  war  would  remain  lonj^  undecided. 

It  is  owing  to  the  confused  state  of  parties,  the  exhaust- 
ed Treasury,  the  division  of  the  troops  into  opposite  com- 
mandandes,  the  contest  between  those  who  are  for  a  con- 
sotidated  Oovemment  and  those  who  desire  a  repubtic,  that 
the  fate  of  Texas  is  thus  protracted ;  and,  afler  all  that  can 
be  said  in  regard  to  her  ability  to  sustain  her  independence, 
it  resolves  itself  into  the  single  &ct  that,  without  foreign 
aid,  her  future  security  must  depend  more  upon  the  weidL- 
ness  and  imbecility  of  her  ciiiemy  than  upon  her  own 
strength. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  M.  MORFIT. 

Honorable  Job*  Fobbtth, 

Secretary  of  State, 


Vklasco,  September  13,  1836. 

Sim :  The  disposition  of  the  Government  and  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country  towards  the  United  States  is  the  same 
as  that  in  any  of  the  States  of  the  Union ;  though  geo- 
graphically separated,  they  have  all  the  attachment  which 
transient  emigrants  may  be  supposed  to  retain  for  their  own 
country,  and  universally  desire  a  political  annexation  of 
Texas  with  the  United  States. 

It  was  intended  originally  to  have  submitted  the  consti- 
tution of  the  16th  March  to  a  convention  of  the  people, 
after  its  approval  or  amendment  by  Congress ;  but,  as  much 
delay  would  have  been  caused  I7  this  mode,  and  it  was 
arguied  ihat,  with  whatever  defiects,  it  were  better  to  adopt 
and  confirm  it  at  once,  so  as  to  put  the  Grovemment  in 
complete  operation  at  the  earliest  moment,  the  President, 
in  his  proclamation  for  the  elections,  proposed  this  as  a 
question  to  the  voters,  and  the  returns  show  that  almost 
uaanimously  the  people  have  approved  and  accepted  that 
constitution  without  amendment.  Every  precaution  was 
taken  in  the  general  writ  of  election  to  preserve  the  election 
rigrhts  of  the  citizens,  so  tha^Hhose  who  were  absent  from 
their  respective  precincts  upon  public  duty,  or  had  been 
obliged  to  retire  temporarily  upon  invasion  of  the  enemy, 
should  still  exercise  a  voice  in  the  formation  of  the  new 
Government;  and  in  this  way,  whatever  has  been  done  may 
be  considered  as  an  unequivocal  expression  of  public' senti- 
ment. The  voters  ai  the  different  polls  were  required  to 
state  **  whether  they  were  in  favor  of  annexing  Texas  to 
the  United  States,"  and  the  response  through  every  mu- 
nicipality has  been  Wholly  in  the  afiHrmative. 

I  attended  one  of  thote  elections,  and  found  it  conduct- 
ed with  much  moderation  as  to  the  respective  candidates 
for  office,  and  great  unanimity  as  regards  the  important 
points  of  confirming  their  present  magna  charta,  and  seek- 
tn^  admission  into  the  Union  of  the  United  States  of  the 
North. 

The  terms  upon  which  they  desire  to  become  an  inte- 
^ant  of  that  Union  have  been  discussed  in  the  cabinet,  and 
bavre  already  been  or  will  be  made  the  heads  of  instructions 
for  the  conduct  of  their  representative  near  the  Govern- 
ment at  Washington.     They  are  somewhat  as  follows : 

That  all  the  laws,  acts,  and  obligations,  of  the  present 
nti  well  as  the  provisional  Government  of  November,  1835, 
shall  be  respected  and  held  valid ; 

That  bonafide  settlers  shall  be  protected  in  their  rights 
V>  eo  much  land  as  they  can  rightfully  claim  by  virtue  of 
lain^e  under  which  they  emigrated ; 

That  locations  of  land  shall  not  be  deemed  defective  for 
any  failure  to  comply  with  formal  requisitions— such  as  cul- 
tivation in  toto,  erecting  landmarks,  paying  annual  fees 
or  dues  to  the  Government ;  and  that  grants  good  in  the 
>»e^nning  shall  continue  so  upon  a  compliance  with  the  neg- 
lected requisites,  whenever  they  may  be  legally  insisted  on ; 


That  slavery  shall  be  allowed  in  Texas  of  persons  of 
African  descent,*  and  that  all  persons  of  that  description 
now  in  Texas,  and  held  as  slaves,  shall  be  respected  as  the 
property  of  their  respective  owners ; 

That  citizens  of  this  who  may  be  bound  to  those  of  for- 
eign countries,  for  debts  contracted  previous  to  their  com- 
ing hither,  shsll,  in  respect  to  sudi  debts,  be  protected 
from  suits  during  a  certain  number  of  years ; 

That  liberal  appropriations  of  public  land  shall  be  made 
for  the  endowment  of  seminaries  of  learning  and  **  other 
institutions  of  public  utility ;"  snd  that  all  ordinances  or 
laws,  declaring  as  subject  of  confiscation  or  forfeiture  prop* 
erty  of  any  description,  shall  be  duly  respected,  and  al- 
lowed to  be  carried  out  by  the  authorities  of  Texas. 

The  first  provision  of  those  instructions  would  affect  the 
interest  of  Uie  United  States,  upon  her  adopting  Texas, 
only  so  far  as  concerns  the  public  debts  and  grants  of 
lands  to  settlers  and  soldiers,  as  tlie  other  laws  referred  to 
are  of  a  municipal  character,  and  relate  principally  to  the 
internal  policy  of  the  State. 

I  discussed  the  mode  in  which  these  obligations  should 
be  complied  with,  as  it  is  easy  to  see  that  all  the  liabilities 
of  the  Government,  for  its  administration  and  the  support 
of  the  war, 'must  be  paid  entirely  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
lands.  There  were  two  ways  proposed:  first,  to  let  the 
State  satisfy  all  the  demands  of  her  own  tribunals  or  sudi- 
tors,  and  then  turn  the  residuum  of  the  public  domain  over 
to  the  United  States ;  or,  secondly,  to  let  the  latter  take  the 
whole  encumbrances  of  the  war,  with  ail  the  land,  and  pay 
the  claimants  as  our  Government  may  direct. 

The  objection  to  the  latter  plan,  on  the  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  would  be,  that  those  expenses  and  the  extent 
of  the  liabilities  are  unknown,  and  cannot  be  ascertained  ; 
that  a  greater  liberality  would  be  claimed  from  her  in  the 
interpretation  of  grants  snd  other  demands  than  would  be 
expected  from  the  State,  whose  citizens,  for  their  own  in- 
terest, would  be  obliged  to  adjust  them  upon  more  cautious 
and  rigid  rules ;  and,  finally,  that  if  the  war  is  continued 
much  longer,  the  sacrifices  of  the  public  land  foi  the  means 
of  defence  will  leave  no  surplus  beyond  her  debts. 

The  part  which  provides  that  locations  of  land  shall  not 
be  deemed  defective  for  any  failure  to  comply  with  fonnal 
requisites,  is,  I  believe,  not  consistent  with  public  opinion, 
as  great  complaint  is  made  against  the  tenure  of  lands  by 
persons  who  have  merely  complied  with  some  of  the  unim- 
portant conditions  of  the  grants,  such  as  erecting  a  tempo- 
rary cabin  and  marking  boundaries,  and  then  have  left  the 
premises. 

The  very  object  of  the  grants,  which  was  to  induce  ac- 
tual settlement,  and  provide  security  by  the  increase  of  pop- 
ulation, has  in  this  way  been  of^en  defeated ;  and  the  colo- 
nists, who  have  borne  the  burden  of  the  troubles,  have 
built  up  a  society,  and  have  made  the  country  what  it  is  by 
their  labor,  will  be  likely  to  insist  that  the  lands  of  others, 
who  have  not  acted  in  this  good  faith,  shall  be  retained  by 
the  State,  to  increase  her  ability  and  resources. 

The  section  which  requires  slavery  to  be  allowed  of  per- 
sons of  African  derivation  refers  to  a  limited  toleration  of 
it  as  it  exists  in  the  United  States.     The  constitution  pro- 
hibits the  importation  of  slaves  except  from  that  country, 
and  the  President  has  already,  on  the  3d  of  April  last,  is- 
sued his  proclcmation  declaring  that  trade  to  be  <*  destruc- 
tive of  national  morals  and  to  individual  humanity,"  and 
requiring  the  public  functionaries  of  the  Government  to  be 
vigilant  and  active  in  arresting  all  persons  and  vessels  at- 
tempting to  contravene    that  article  of   the  constitution. 
The  proviso  exempting  the  citizens  of  Texas  for  a  limited 
time  from  suits  for  debts  contracted  previous  to  their  com- 
'  ing  here,  is  one  of  policy,  and  will  rather  be  favorable  to 
I  foreign  creditors  than  otherwise,  for  the  condition  of  emi- 
I  grants  must  improve  with  their  continuance  in  the  coun- 
t  try ;  and  the  stipulation  that  all  ordinances  of  confiscations 


94 


APPENDIX— 7V>  Gah$  8f  SeatorCa  Register. 


24th  Coiro.  2d  Sebs.] 


Texat* 


Bball  be  respected,  is  profitable  to  whatever  GoTemments 
may  exist,  as  the  quantity  of  public  land  will  be  augment- 
ed by  the  escheats  from  private  hands. 

But  the  desire  of  the  people  to  be  admitted  into  our  con- 
federacy is  so  prevailing,  that  any  conditions  will  be  ac- 
ceptable which  will  include  the  guarantee  of  a  republican 
form  of  government,  and  will  not  impair  the  obligations  of 
contracts. 

The  old  settlers  are  composed  for  the  most  part  of  in- 
dustrious farmers,  who  are  tired  of  the  toils  of  war,  and 
are  anxious  to  raise  up  their  families  under  the  auspices  of 
good  laws,  and  leave  them  the  inheritance  of  a  safe  and 
free  Government. 

If  we  were  permitted  to  view  the  future  condition  of  this 
country,  under  a  continuance  of  present  circumstances,  or 
under  those  which  must  attend  it  as  a  part  of  Mexico, 
where  it  would  remain  subject  to  military  despotism,  and 
be  kept  back,  like.her  own  subjects,  in  the  scale  of  civiliza- 
tion for  ages,  and  then  compare  it  with  the  high  station  it 
would  reach,  in  industry,  commerce,  and  the  arts  and  so- 
cial relations,  under  the  annexation  to  our  country,  hu- 
manity would  speedily  dictate  her  redemption,  and  the 
philanthropy  of  nations  give  a  sanction  to  the  act. 

The  constitution  has  been  very  liberal  in  the  appropria- 
tion of  lands,  and  has  placed  the  citizens  who  were  living 
in  the  country  at  the  date  of  the  declaration  of  independ- 
ence upon  a  footing  wiUi  the  old  colonists,  giving  to  every 
head  of  a  family  one  league  and  iabor,  and  to  every  single 
man,  of  the  age  of  seventeen  and  upwards,  one  third  of  a 
league.  The  same  instrument  has  been  careful  in  pro- 
tecting the  State  from  large  grants  made  to  various  indi- 
viduals, some  of  whom  were  non-residents  and  aliens. 

The  public  sentiment  seems  to  be  in  accordance  with 
those  provisions,  as  they  exclude  large  monopolies,  which 
it  is  said  have  been  illegally  acquired,  without  considera- 
tion  and  against  the  laws  of  colonization.  The  Legisla- 
ture of  Coahuila  and  Texas  passed  acts  in  1834-'5,  grant- 
ing away  to  a  few  persons  eleven  hundred  leagues  of  land, 
all  of  which,  and  every  survey  under  them,  are  declared  to 
be  null  and  void. 

The  fourth  article  of  jlhe  laws  of  colonization  forbids  the 
settlement  of  the  «  ten  ^lateral  leagues"  on  the  coasts,  and 
of  the  twenty  leagues  on  the  frontiers  adjoining  a  foreign 
nation,  and  yet  grants  were  also  made  by  the  Legislature 
in  parcels  of  eleven  leagues  each.  They  are  likewii<e  de- 
nounced as  illegal,  and  the  authority  over  them  will  be 
resumed  by  the  Goverrynent.  This  will  affect  many  of 
our  citizens  in  the  United  States,  who  have  been  led  to 
purchase  lands  from  supposed  proprietors,  claiming  under 
irregular  or  conditional  public  grants. 

The  constitution  precludes  foreigners  from  holding  lands 
except  by  title  direct  from  the  Government,  so  that  our 
countrymen  at  home  should  understand  that  the  acquisition 
of  such  property  here  carries  with  it  the  penalty  of  expa- 
triation. 

I  have  now  given  you,  in  my  several  letters,  information 
upon  all  the  subjects  that  concern  the  present  condition  of 
this  country,  in  its  several  relations,  and  shall  in  a  few 
days  leave  it,  to  return  to  Washington.'  I  have  taken  co- 
pious notes,  from  conversations'  with  the  oiBcers  of  Gov- 
ernment and  intelligent  settlers,  the  substance  of  which  I 
shall  communicate  in  person,  or  as  the  matter  of  a  future 
despatch. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  NT.  MORFIT. 

Hon.  JoKS  FoasTTH, 

Secretary  of  State,  Washingiorx  city. 


Texas,  Spt ember  14,  1836. 

Sia :  I  intended  any  further  communication  about  the 
country  to  have  been  leA  for  a  personal  interview ;  but  as 


there  were  several  points  which,  tiioug^  not  strictly  vithin 
my  inquiries,  were  blended  in  my  notes,  as  eifaibitiiig  the 
views  of  citizens  here  upon  interesting  questioiu,  I  haTB 
thought  it  best  to  transcribe  the  whole^  in  the  form  in  vhid 
they  stand. 

The  revolutionary  hiatory  of  Texas,  as  fSv  as  it  hasbno 
published,  is  erroneous  in  the  ascription  of  importiDtmne- 
ures  to  wrong  periods  of  time,  and  in  misstating  the  onkr 
of  its  progress.  • 

From  an  original  journal  of  the  proceedings  of  tbe  dd^ 
gates  in  my  possession,  being  the  only  one  in  the  conntrr, 
it  appears  that  after  the  deetruction  of  the  constitution  br 
General  Santa  Anna,  the  repeal  of  the  colonization  liws 
and  when  the  news  reached  Colmmfaia  that  their  cimeD> 
had  been  illegally  imprisoned,  the  people  of  that  juriaiir- 
tion  held  a  meeting,  in  August,  1 835,  and  variouf  Rsohi- 
tiona  were  adopted,  declaring  that  they  would  resi^  «ith 
force  and  arms,  any  attempt  to  deliver  their  fellow-citixflis 
into  the  hands  of  the  military,  and  inviting  the  inhabitanu 
of  the  different  municipalities  to  elect  delegatei  to  detift 
measures  for  the  relief  of  Texas.  This  was  the  first  {mbk 
act  towards  a  separation  from  Mexico.  The  ddegites 
were  appointed,  and  on  the  16th  October,  1835,  met  ai 
San  Felipe  de  Austin.  The  convention  was  termed  tbe 
«  Consultation  of  Texas,^'  which,  on  the  7th  of  Noveio- 
her,  unanimously  adopted  a  declaration  of  rights,  vt- 
ting  forth  the  causes  that  induced  the  people  to  take  up 
arms. 

On  the  10th  of  the  same  month,  the  plan  of  a  pro^i^^ 
ional  Government,  to  consist  of  a  Governor,  Lienten^t 
Governor,  and  Council,  was  adopted,  and  on  the  ISth  the 
several  officers  were  elected,  and  the  oaths  of  office  admin- 
istered in  presence  of  the  Consultation.  The  procfedingi 
have  been  neither  published  nor  folly  copied,  but  th/ 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  is  supervising  the  airangemeal 
of  them  in  proper  form. 

As  all  the  steps  of  a  new  nation,  firom  its  political  biTtb 
to  the  maturity  of  its  being,  are  interestmg  to  those  wb^ 
look  upon  history  as  an  instructive  species  of  pbiloflophj,  1 
have  copied  the  captions  of  the  most  important  of  tbemic- 
tiscript  ordinance,  which  I  now  present,  and,  though  pnn^ 
cipally  of  a  fiscal  nature,  they  are  so  many  presage* « 
future  system. 

The  first  acts  of  legislation  by  the  provisional  Qo^m- 
ment  were  to  crente  a  loan  of  one  hundred  thousand  d«- 
lars ;  the  next  to  raise  a  regular  army  and  create  a  ni^  < 
one  to  regulate  the  militia;  to  purchase  munitions  of  wv; 
grant  registers  to  vessels ;  organize  auxiliary  corps  of  *«• 
untcers ;  and  one  requiring  the  Governor  to  instruct  cwb- 
missioners  to  the  United  States  of  the  North.  On  th«  I^^ 
December,  1835,  a  General  Post  Office  Depaitment  was 
created.  The  law  was  carried  into  effect  by  the  appourt* 
ment  of  a  Postmaster  General,  and  various  routes  vert 
established,  which  had  got  into  partial  operation,  irom  tti« 
mouth  of  the  Rio  Brazos  to  the  different  frontier  settlement^ 
The  system  was  interrupted  by  the  incursion  of  the  tnD]f, 
and  is  now  only  beginning  to  be  renewed.  The  ^^^^ ' 
distance  proposed  in  the  courses  was  one  thousand  n^' 
hundred  and  thirty-six  miles  in  direct  lines. 

Duties  on  imports  and  tonnage  were  laid  by  several  ^' 
dinances,  ai^d  an  act  passed  prohibiting  the  migntidn 
free  nogrocs  and  mulattoes  into  Texas. 

It  is  remarkable  that  this  State  attended  to  the  rctniW»<JJ 
of  its  commercial  revenue  within  a  month  after  the  C5U 
lishment  of  a  provisional  Government,  while  that  oi ' 
United  States  did  not  create  a  tariff  for  thirteen  years »«« 
the  declaration  of  its  independence.  ,  . 

The  **  provisional  Government,"  which  contained  j^^ 
three  separated  ingredients  of  good  policy — an  ^*^!1  jtj 
legislative,  and  judicial  department — continued  unU] 
2d  March,  1836,  when  a  convention  of  delegates  at/|**' 
ington  proclaimed  the  independence  of  Texas,  and  dfci 
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red  her  fully  invested  with  all  the  rights  and  attributes 
which  properly  belong  to  independent  nations. 

The  same  convention,  on  the  17th  March,  adopted  a 
constitution,  and  provided  for  a  Government  ad  interim^ 
which  took  the  place  of  the  provisional  Government.  This 
con^itution  was  confirmed  by  the  voice  of  the  people  in  their 
elections  on  the  first  Monday  in  this  month,  and  the  Gov- 
ernment ad  interim  continues  until  the  second  Monday  in 
December,  when  the  President  and  Vice  Presidentelect  will 
assume  their  constitutional  duties,  and  thus  perfect,  to  that 
extent,  the  intentions  of  the  people. 

The  authority  of  sovereignty,  even  as  to  foreign  nations, 
was  very  soon  exercised  by  Texas  after  her  provisioniJ 
Government  went  into  operation,  and  that  too  at  the  ex- 
pense of  some  of  our  own  citizens. 

On  the  2d  of  June  last,  the  American  schooner  Watch- 
man was  captured  in  Coparo  bay,  with  a  cargo  of  bread, 
rice,  and  beans. 

Ob  the  19th  of  the  same  month,  the  schooners  Comanche 
and  Fanny  Butler,  similarly  laden,  were  taken  in  the  same 
neighborhood,  and  the  cargoes  of  all  condemned  by  the 
Rus^  court  for  *' consisting  of  articles  for  the  comfort  and 
subsistence  of  the  Mexican  army." 
The  value  of  the  Watchman's  invoice  was  about  $4,000  00 
That  of  the  Comanche's  ...  7,528  14 
Of  the  Fanny  Butler's       ...        8,66466 


Making  in  all 


-    $20,192  70 


On  the  2l8t  of  July,  the  President  proclaimed  the  block- 
ade of  Matamorasy  the  Brazos,  Santiago,  and  all  the  neigh- 
boring estuaries.  This  included  American  vessels,  and  the 
trade,  which  is  very  considerable  from  our  ports  to  the  Rio 
Grande,  particularly  from  New  Orleans,  was  thus  inter- 
rupted, and  indeed  cut  off,  until  the  13th  of  August,  when, 
upon  my  representations,  the  decree  was  rescinded.  These 
proceedings  would  give  rise  to  three  propositions :  Fi^t. 
Whether  Mexico,  so  far  from  maintaining  her  ability  to 
protect  her  own  territory,  as  required  by  the  law  of  nations, 
has  not  failed  in  that  duty,  and  extended  the  injury  to  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States.  Secondly.  Whether,  if 
Texas  is  not  an  integrant  of  Mexico,  but  a  separate  Gov- 
ernment, Mexico  has  not  directly  violated  her  treaty  of 
1831,  by  allowing  the  subjects  of  an  adjoining  State  to 
blockade  her  ports.  And,  thinl.  If  Texas  is  not  a  distinct 
Government,  but  still  part  of  Mexico,  whether  the  latter 
has  not  permitted«her  own  subjects  to  commit  acts  in  rela- 
tion to  the  United  States  which,  strictly  speaking,  amount 
Co  a  state  of  imperfect  war. 

Though  early  plans  were  laid  to  support  the  Government, 
in  part,  by  imposts,  they  were  never  carried  into  effect. 
The  whole  community  were  engaged  in  one  occupation, 
which  was  war,  and  therefore  it  would  have  been  only 
crippling  the  cause  of  the  country  to  have  taxed  the  neces- 
saries that  were  introduced. 

Custom  districts  were  established,  and  collectors  appoint- 
ed ;  but,  by  general  consent,  the  Government  acquiesced  in 
the  suspension  of  the  law,  and  to  this  day  every  thing  is 
practically  free  of  duty.  The  consumption  of  bTead-8tuf&, 
provisions,  and  clothing,  is  very  great,  and  they  are  nearly 
all  drawn  from  the  United  States. 

The  products  of  Texas  are  principally  cotton  and  com ; 
the  former  is  the  most  cultivated,  on  account  of  its  supe- 
rior value.  This  year  there  will  be  less  than  10,000  bales ; 
but  if  the  country  had  been  quiet  there  would  have  been 
50,000.  Abundance  of  fine  cattle  is  raised  with  very  little 
difficulty,  and  the  climate  and  soil  are  adapted  to  the  usual 
grain  of  our  own  country. 

It  is  said  that  the  sugar  cane  would  thrive  well  here,  but 
I  should  doubt  it,  though  I  believe,  from  personal  observa- 
tion, that  the  soil  would  yieli  abundant  crops  of  indigo, 
and  with  but  little  trouble. 


The  tonnsge  of  Texas  is,  as  might  be  expected  for  a 
country  so  new,  very  small.  Heretofore  part  of  the  trade 
was  carried  on  in  Mexican  shipping,  and  then  the  amount 
was  much  greater.  At  present  they  have  not  more  than 
a  dozen  commercial  vessels,  including  two  or  three  steam- 
boats. 

I  should  say  that  if  this  country  were  in  a  tranquil  con- 
dition, with  an  industrious  population  peaceably  engaged 
in  the  cultivation  of  their  rich  lands,  the  raising  of  cattle, 
which  are  so  abundant,  and  the  associated  pursuits  of  a 
settled  people,  properly  organized  by  the  restraints  and  pro- 
tection of  good  laws,  it  would  become,  in  a  few  years,  a 
market  for  as  much  English,  French,  and  other  foreign  pro<^ 
ductions,  as  any  State  in  our  Union.  The  rtUioncde  of  this 
would  easily  appear,  by  carrying  the  mind  through  the  vast 
region  comprist^d  within  the  limits  of  this  country,  looking 
to  the  population  that  must  necessarily  be  drawn  to  it  un- 
der a  proper  system,  the  proximity  of  our  Western  and 
Northwestern  territory,  and  to  the  interior  of  Mexico  it- 
self, which  at  no  very  distant  day  may  be  furnished  through 
this  medium.  But,  as  things  now  are,  I  doubt  whether 
any  of  those  fruits  of  good  order  will  ever  be  matured. 

The  present  Government  is  as  well  administered  as  its 
resources  and  the  appliances  of  the  country  will  admit ;  but 
as  it  is  just  in  its  pupilage,  with  no  strength  but  confidence 
in  the  cause,  no  help  but  that  which  sympathy  gives,  and 
is  not  yet  harmoniously  adjusted  in  the  motions  of  its  re- 
spective branches,  it  may  still  be  considered  a  mere  experi- 
ment upon  independence,  which  the  loss  of  friends  or  of  a 
single  battle  may  disperse  to  the  winds. 

In  a  former  letter  it  was  said  that  the  residuum  of  public 
domain,  after  all  deductions  for  military  services  and 
<*head  rights,"  would  be  one  hundred  millions  of  acres. 
That  statement  was  made  upon  the  views  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  Since  then  I  have  obtained  an  original 
estimate,  addressed  to  the  auditor  by  a  scientific  gentleman 
who  has  officiated  as  a  surveyor,  in  which  he  reports  that 
Texas  possesses  249,900  square  miles,  or  160  millions  of 
square  acres,  and  allows  80  millions  to  be  taken  up  and 
covered  with  claims ;  which  amount,  he  says,  « is  too  large, 
no  doubt,  by  one  half.''  This  would  leave  80  millions  oif 
acres  unencumbered  for  the  State ;  and,  supposing  only  one 
fourth  of  it  to  be  available,  would  yield,  at  fifty  cents  per 
acre,  ten  millions  of  dollars.  I  should  presume  this  calcu- 
lation as  to  quantity  is  incorrect,  as  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment supposed  Texas  proper  to  contain,  in  1S35,  only 
104,500,000  acres,  and  the  territory  between  the  Nueces 
and  the  Rio  Grande,  claimed  by  this  country  since  then, 
will  hardly  augment  the  quantity  by  60  millions. 

Texas,  within  the  present  Jimits,  is  nearly  four  time» 
larger  than  the  largest  State  in  our  Union,  (Virginia,)  and 
two  hundred  times  larger  than  Rhode  Island,  the  smallest. 

The  separation  of  Texas,  as  an  independent  State, 
from  Mexico,  it  is  said,  will  awaken  the  attention  of  some 
of  the  European  Powers  against  the  slave  trade,  which  her 
citizens  will  carry  on ;  but  it  is  contended  that  this  assertion 
must  fail,  when  it  is  seen  that  the  constitution  prohibits 
that  commerce. 

Even  if  it  did  not,  it  is  argued  that  it  has  been  judi- 
cially settled,  in  the  highest  tribunal  in  the  United  States  and 
in  England,  that  whatever  may  be  said  against  that  traffic 
upon  the  score  of  moral  consequences,  it  has  nevertheless 
been  protected  by  the  laws  of  all  commercial  countries,  has 
lieen  claimed  by  each  and  allowed  by  each,  and  cannot, 
therefore,  be  considered  as  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations. 
Those  States  whose  municipal  enactments  make  that  kind 
of  commerce  unlawful  can  of  course  punish  their  own  sub- 
jects who  may  be  engaged  in  it,  but  they  cannot  interfere 
with  the  subjects  of  other  Powers  found  in  that  trade,  al- 
though those  nations  have  also  prohibited  it,  because  the 
civil  tribunals  of  one  country  will  not  enforce  the  penal 
laws  of  another. 
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Bat,  apart  from  all  international  right*  or  jealouaiec  on 
this  question,  the  vindicatory  sanctions  of   Uie  law  here 
against  the  slave  trade  are  sufficient  to  suppress  itwit,  hont 
the  aid  of  distant  Powers. 

The  administration  and  people  entertain  no  apprehen- 
sion that  any  foreign  nation  will  interfere  in  their  contest 
with  Mexico,  as  they  rely  upon  the  policy  and  example 
heretofore  set  by  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  in  the 
struggle  between  Spain  and  her  revolted  colonies,  in  which 
both  the  former  Governments  protested  against  the  right  of 
the  allied  Powers  to  interpose  by  forcible  means. 

Our  Government  went  further,  and  held  that  any  attempt 
to  extend  the  peculiar  political  system  of  Europe  to  this 
continent  would  be  considered  dangerous  to  the  peace  of 
its  own  States.  The  Texians  hold  that  the  only  exception 
to  the  rule  against  the  rights  of  interfering  by  neutral  na- 
tions, is,  when  it  is  in  aid  of  the  oppressed,  and  where  the 
general  interests  of  humani^  are  infringed  by  the  outrages 
or  evils  of  despotism ;  and  that  Texas,  having  for  years  suf- 
fered under  that  condition,  is  entitled,  like  the  Greeks,  to 
the  commiseration  of  all  civilized  nations.  They  say  that 
the  revolutionary  state  of  Mexico,  ainoo  her  separation  from 
Spain,  has  been  so  boisterous  in  action  and  so  contradic- 
tory in  policy,  that  in  examining  how  far  this  province  has 
the  right  to  a  separate  national  existence,  it  necessarily  in- 
volves the  inquiry  of  whether  Mexico  herself  has  not  ceased 
to  poness  a  distinct  sovereignty ;  that  the  material  attributes 
of  a  nation  are  ability  to  enforce  the  laws  and  protect^her 
own  institutions ;  that  even  in  cases  of  a  neutrality,  where 
an  abuse  of  the  neutral  territory  proceeds  from  the  weak- 
ness of  the  sovereign,  and  her  inability  to  defend  it,  the 
party  injured  acquires  authority  and  may  extend  his  juris- 
diction over  it;  that  much  more  so  may  that  distinct  por- 
tion of  a  large  State  which  is  found  adhering  to  a  written 
constitution,  while  the  rest  are  separated  into  revolting  fac- 
tions, be  entitled  to  an  exclusive  control  over  her  own 
limits  and  people,  because  the  Sute  has  not  only  failed  to 
protect  that  particular  portion  of  the  country,  but  has  taken 
part  in  a  revolution  to  overthrow  the  very  principles  she 
was  pledged  to  support.  Texas,  instead  of  rising  in  arms 
against  Mexico,  is  said  to  have  remained  adhering  to  the 
republican  system,  while  Mexico  deserted  it. 

Arguments  are  used,  based  upon  the  history  of  Mexico, 
to  show  that  her  citizens  proper  were  never  capable  of  ap- 
preciating liberty  in  its  political  American  sense,  and  that 
her  pretended  institutions  of  liberal  government  and  laws, 
from  the  time  of  her  separation  from  Spain  to  the  present 
day,  have  existed  only  in  the  forms  of  delusive  promises 
that  were  always  broken  to  the  hope.  The  first  important 
act  of  the  first  President,  after  the  separation  from  Spain, 
was  to  bring  the  Government  back  to  an  order  of  things 
more  oppressive  than  that  of  its  ancient  rulers ;  and  Itur- 
bide,  instead  of  continuing  as  President  of  a  republic,  re- 
generated a  monarchy,  and  proclaimed  himself  an  Emperor. 
Either  from  an  imagined  love  for  freedom  vaguely  under- 
stood, a  belief  that  a  constitutional  government  could  be 
adapted  to  the  habits  and  notions  of  the  people,  or  from 
restless  ambition,  it  seems  that  General  Santa  Anna  was 
the  first  to  overthrow  the  imperial  government,  the  first  to 
aid  in  the  establishment  of  a  republic,  and,  finally,  the 
first  in  its  destruction.. 

The  only  President  who  has  been  permitted  to  exercise 
his  functions  for  the  appointed  time,  and  who  has  retired 
to  the  shades,  if  not  to  the  enjoyment  of  private  life,  un- 
scathed by  revolutionSyWas  Victoria,  the  successor  of  Iturbide. 

Manuel  Gomez  Pedrazo  was  elected  by  a  small  majority 
over  General  Guerrero ;  but  Santa  Anna,  at  the  head  of  the 
military,  declared  the  election  void,  and  proclaimed  Guer- 
rero President.  Pedrazo  fled,  and  Guerrero  was  confirmed 
by  Congress.  He  was  invested  with  the  powers  of  a  dic- 
tator, and  refusing  to  lay  them  down,  Anastasio  Busta- 
ment^  assumed  the  presidency,  and  Guerrero  was  shot. 


Bustameat^  was  in  fiivor  of  a  consolidated  form  of  go^ 
emment,  and  General  Santa  Anna  for  a  complete  Kpublie; 
the  latter  declared  for  the  constitution  of  Vsrt  Crat-Hn 
1832  deposed  Bustamente,  as  weU  as  the  Vice  Preadad 
Farbs— -elected  General  Barraxan  in  his  plso^-becanc 
himself  President  of  the  republic,  and,  in  1835,  ic(mM 
the  constitution  by  military  orders,  which  re-ettsbhihedthi 
very  system,  under  new  rules,  that  had  caused  the  rtoId- 
tion  of  1823. 

The  queation  is  then  asked  by  the  Texians,  ii  t  lutiai 
which  is  incapable  of  protecting  any  fonn  of  govenmeoi 
from  overthrow,  by  a  few  military  leaders,  entitled  to  bil 
the  peaceable  citizens  of  a  distant  part  of  her  ooufitiy  fer* 
ever  subject  to  all  the  evils  of  anarchy  1 

Other  arguments  are  advanced  to  show  thst,  beaida  di 
this,  the  incongruity  between  their  citizens,  who  hsn 
been  practically  accustomed  to  the  protection  of  theliwsu 
well  as  to  liberty  in  its  true  meaning,  and  thoie  ontuuind 
subjects  of  Mexico  who^  combining  a  variety  of  nm  is 
one  blood,  lose  the  indentity  of  all,  and  submit,  in  th« 
ignomnce  of  their  rights  and  their  power,  to  lbs  suthoritf 
of  a  few  who  are  boM,  is  another  reason  why  the  peoplt 
have  a  moral  right  to  establish  a  separate  State.  Potiiiciih 
considered,  they  contend  that,  as  allegiance  and  protecM 
are  reciprocal,  and  Mexico  haa  &iled  to  aid  them  igain^ 
the  inroads  and  murders  of  the  Indians^  has  overtnmed  tbr 
republieair  constitution,  the  establishment  and  proauud 
continuance  of  which  were  the  first  indocemcDti  to  ecu- 
gration,  has  for  years  exhibited  a  determination  to  loniiu- 
late  the  colonial  settlement^  and  has,  by  a  law  of  1890, 
excluded  the  admission  of  Americans  of  the  Noith  inu 
Texas,  Mexico  has  forfeited  her  claim  to  allegisnoe,  vbkh 
ceased  when  her  protection  failed,  lost  her  right  of  so^* 
eignty  over  Texas  when  she  violated  her  compsct,  and  b^ 
came  an  enemy  to  her  own  citizens  when  she  exciudc^ 
their  brethren  from  the  country. 

The  only  resource  left  to  theae  chixens  in  tbe  periodio^ 
partial  calm  when  they  were  oppressed  by  the  lawi,  oi  u 
those  boisterous  times  when  the  ambition  of  opposing  )a^ 
ers  kept  the  country  in  revolution,  was  to  adhere  qoietlytt 
the  prmciples  of  a  fre^  government,  which  they  hid  1m> 
invited  to  join,  and  to  wait  patiently  in  the  hope  of  tkv 
re-establishment. 

Long  alter  the  federal  system  was  destroyed,  the  Teiiic-' 
continued  to  petition  Mexico  to  restore  it,  and  onlj  tooi 
up  arma  when  ahe  was  obliged  to  defend  hereelf  %^ 
those  who  made  war  upon  republicanism,  so  that  her  fn^ 
ent  position  proceeds  not  from  her  own  revolutions  ^- 
from  those  of  Mexico.  In  this  state  of  things,  the  feeling 
and  hopea  of  the  citizens  revert  to  the  United  Stitff  ^ 
sympathy,  not  only  because  of  consanguinity,  but  beaii* 
they  are  pioneers  in  the  new  country,  canyiog  with  tbfs. 
in  Uie  common  cause  of  humanity,  the  light  of  free  go^ft^ 
ment,  borrowed  from  their  ancient  homes.  If  we  view  tv 
condition  of  Texas  by  comparison  with  other  Goveroio^ 
that  are  established,  it  will  be  found  greaUy  deikiefit » 
many  of  the  materials  of  a  nation ;  but  as  the  indepeodencr  ^ 
States  is  considered  equal  in  the  eye  of  international  U'* 
whatever  may  be  their  relative  power,  and  Texae  has  ik< 
only  maintained  herself  within  her  own  boundary,  bat  id«>* 
ifested  an  ability  to  invade  that  of  her  enemy,  itwould /^ii': 
that  she  has  thus  fer  accomplished,  though  in  a  limits 
^e^rt^  the  criterion  of  sovereignty,  in  being  e  *'n*^ 
which  governs  itself,  independent  of  foreign  Powen. 

The  United  Sutes  have,  in  common  with  every  oi^ 
nation,  a  right  to  enlarge  their  resources  in  the  P^^'f 
quirement  of  territory,  the  extension  of  their  oomiw'^t  '^ 
increase  of  revenue,  and  the  promotion  of  alliances ;  hot,  * 
an  offset  to  this,  in  reference  to  the  present  question, !»». 
be  considered  the  doubtful  p<«cy  in  the  appUcation  oi  ^ 
rule,  firom  the  infancy  of  Texas,  the  uncertainty  <rfj»«f' 
ity  to  continue  her  efforts  to  the  fiiU  fruition  of  freedoo),  ^' 
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custom  of  neutraJs  not  to  interfere  with  belligeranta,  and 
the  convention  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico^ 
which  inculcates  the  establishment  of  friendly  relations  up- 
on a  firm  basis.    • 

These,  and  other  considerations  referred  to  in  my  former 
communications,  -constitute  the  reason  for  pausing  in  ex- 
pressing the  opinion  that  Texas  is  now  capable  of  perform- 
ing the  ebligattons  of  an  independent  nation. 

The  rigid  course  of  duty,  which  requires  a  candid  state- 
ment from  facts,  prevails  over  partialities  that  prompt  a  dif- 
ferent picture ;  and  though  a  regard  for  truth,  a  sense  of  na- 
tional int^rity,  and  a  desire  to  manifest  their  strict  exer- 
cli$e  by  the  United  States,  may  jusUy  delay  the  period  for 
enrolling  Texas  in  the  list  of  nations,  her  citizens,  and 
those  who  participate  in  the  principles  of  her  cause,  may 
be  consoled  by  the  certainty  that,  without  the  aid  of  any 
Government,  the  career  of  poUti<»l  freedom  which  is  ex- 
tending throughout  the  world  will  of  its  own  speed  accom- 
plish what  caution  now  withholds. 

Foreign  policy,  the  conventional  faith  of  nations,  or  the 
efforts  of  Mexico,  may  detain  Texas  lingering  in  ber  em- 
bryo state  for  many  yean ;  but  the  fertility  of  her  soil,  the 
remoteness  of  her  situation,  which  affords  an  asylum  firom 
the  angry  subjects  that  often  agitate  the  Northern  and 
Southern  parts  of  our  country,  and,  above  all,  the  current 
of  emigration,  which,  through  the  whole  West,  looks  like 
the  advent  of  the  oppressed  of  all  nations  seeking  to  build 
up  free  altan  in  a  new  hemisphere,  must  disenthral  her  by  a 
moral  force  which  no  power  nor  potentates  can  resist. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  M.  MORFIT. 

To  the  Hon.  3okn  Fobstth, 

Secretary  of  State, 

MR.  MADISON  AND  HIS  WORKS. 

Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  Congress 

on  the  subject. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  transmit  herewith,  to  Congress,  copies  of  my  corre- 
f^pondence  with  Mrs.  Madison,  produced  by  the  resolution 
adopted  at  the  last  session  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  on  the  decease  of  her  venerated  husband. 
The  occasion  seems  to  be  appropriate  to  present  a  letter 
from  her  on  the  subject  of  the  publication  of  a  work  of  great 
political  interest  and  ability,  carefully  prepared  by  Mr. 
Madison's  own  hand,  und^r  circumstances  that  give  it 
claims  to  be  considered  as  litUe  less  than  official. 

Congress  has  already,  at  cousiderable  expense,  published, 
in  a  variety  of  forms,  the  naked  journals  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary Congress,  and  of  the  Convention  that  formed  the 
coiutitution  of  the  United  States.  I  am  persuaded  that 
the  work  of  Mr.  Madison,  considering  the  author,  the  sub-  ' 
ject-matter  of  it,  and  the  circumstances  under  which  it  was 
prepared,  long  withheld  from  the  public  as  it  has  been  by 
those  motives  of  personal  kindness  and  delicacy  that  gave 
tone  to  his  intercourse  with  his  fellow-men,  until  he  and 
all  who  had  been  participators  with  him  in  the  scenes  he 
de tribes  have  passed  away,  well  deserves  to  become  the 
property  of  the  nation,  and  cannot  fail,  if  published  and 
diHseminated  at  the  public  charge,  to  confer  the  most  im- 
portant of  all  benefits  on  the  present  and  every  succeeding 
generation-^accurate  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  their 
Government,  and  the  circumstances  under  which  they 
were  recommended,  imbodied  in  the  constitution  for  adop- 
uon.  ANDREW  JACKSON. 

Deckxbbk  0,  1836. 


DErjLKTXENT  OF  Statz,  Juttf  9,  1836. 
The  Secretary  of  State  has  the  honor  to  report  to  the 
President  that  there  is  no  resolution  of  Congress  on  the 
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death  of  Mr!  Madison  on  file  in  the  Department  of  State. 
By  application  at  the  offices  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  enclosed 
certified  copy  of  a  set  of  resolutions  has  been  procured. 
These  resolutions,  being  joint,  should  have  been  enrolled, 
signed  by  the  presiding  officers  of  the  two  Houses,  and 
submitted  for  the  executive  approbation.  By  referring  to 
the  proceedings  on  the  death  of  General  Washington, 
such  a  course  appears  to  have  been  thought  requisite ;  but 
in  this  case  it  has  been  deemed  unnecessary,  or  has  been 
omitted  acaidentally.  The  vmlue  of  the  public  expression 
of  sympathy  would  be  so  much  diminished  by  postpone- 
ment to  the  next  session,  that  the  Secretary  has  thought  it 
best  to  present  the  papers,  incomplete  as  they  are,  as  the 
basis  of  such  a  letter  as  the  President  may  think  proper  to 
direct  to  Mrs.  Madison.  JOHN  FORSYTH, 

Secretary  of  State. 

WASHiKGTOir,  July  9,  1886. 

Madam  :  It  appearing-  to  have  been  the  intention  of 
Congress  to  make  me  the  organ  of  assuring  you  of  the  pro- 
found respect  entertained  by  both  its  branches  for  your 
person  and  character,  and  of  their  sincere  condolence  in  the 
late  afflicting  dispensation  of  Providence,  which  has  at 
once  deprived  you  of  a  beloved  companion,  and  your  coun- 
try of  one  of  its  most  valued  citizens,  I  perform  that  duty 
by  transmitting  the  documents  herewith  enclosed. 

No  expression  of  my  own  sensibility  at  the  loss  sustain- 
ed by  yourself  and  the  nation  could  add  to  the  consolation 
to  be  derived  from  these  high  evidences  of  the  public  sym- 
pathy. Be  assured,  madam,  that  there  is  not  one  of  your 
coimtrymen  who  feels  more  poignantly  the  stroke  which 
has  fallen  upon  you,  or  who  will  cherish  with  a  more  en- 
dearing constancy  the  memory  of  the  virtues,  the  services, 
and  the  purity,  of  the  illustrious  man  whose  glorious  and 
patriotic  life  has  been  just  terminated  by  a  tranquil  death. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  madam,  your  most  obedient  ser- 
vant, ANDRE  W  JACKSON. 

Mrs.  DoLLT  P.  Madisox, 

ManipelieTf  Virginia, 

MoHTPELiEB,  August  20,  1836. 

I  received,  sir,  in  due  time,  your  letter  conveying  to  me 
the  resolutions  Congress  were  pleased  to  adopt  on  the  oc- 
casion of  the  death  of  my  beloved  husband — a  communica- 
tion made  the  more  grateful  by  the  kind  expression  of  your 
sympathy  which  it  contained. 

The  high  and  just  estimation  of  my  husband  by  my 
countrymen  and  friends,  and  their  generous  participation 
in  the  sorrow  occasioned  by  our  irretrievable  loss,  (express- 
ed through  their  supreme  authorities  and  otherwise,)  are 
the  only  solace  of  which  my  heart  is  susceptible  on  the  de- 
parture of  him  who  had  never  lost  sight  of  that  consisten- 
cy, symmetry,  and  beauty  of  character,  in  all  its  parts, 
which  secured  to  him  the  love  and  admiration  of  his  coun- 
try, and  which  must  ever  be  the  subject  of  peculiar  and 
tender  reverence  to  one  whose  happiness  was  derived  from 
their  daily  and  constant  exercise. 

The  best  return  I  can  make  for  the  sympathy  of  my 
country  is  to  fulfil  the  sacred  trust  his  confidence  reposed 
in  me — that  of  placing  before  it  and  the  world  what  his 
pen  prepared  for  their  use — a  legacy  the  importance  of 
which  is  deeply  impressed  on  my  mind. 

With  great  respect, 

D.  P.  MADISON. 

To  the  pRxsxDsxT  or  thb  Ukitxd  States. 


Mo iTTF SLIER,  Novembcr  15,  1836. 
Sir  :  The  will  of  my  late  husband,  James  Madison, 
contains  the  following  provision : 

<*  Considering  the  peculiarity  and  magnitude  of  the  oc- 
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casien  which  produced  the  convention  at  Philadelphia,  in 
1787,  the  characters  who  composed  it,  the  constitution 
which  resulted  from  their  deliberations,  its  effects  during  a 
trial  of  so  many  years  on  the  prosperi^f  of  the  people  liv- 
ing under  it,  and  the  interest  it  has  inspired  among  the 
friends  of  free  government,  it  is  not  an  unreasonable  infer- 
ence tliat  a  careful  and  extended  report  of  the  proceedings 
and  discussions  of  that  body,  which  were  with  closed 
doors,  by  a  member  who  was  constant  in  his  attendance, 
will  be  particularly  gratifyiAg  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  all  who  take  an  interest  in  the  progress  of 
political  science  and  the  cause  of  true  liberty.'* 

This  provision  bears  evidence  of  the  value  he  set  on  his 
report  of  the  debates  in  the  convention ;  and  he  has 
charged  legacies  on  them  alone,  to  the  amount  of  $12,000, 
for  ixe  benefit  of  literary  institutions  and  for  benevolent 
purposes,  leaving  the  residuary  nett  proceeds  for  the  use  of 
nis  widow. 

In  a  paper  written  by  him,  and  which  it  is  proposed  to 
annex  as  a  preface  to  the  debates,  he  traces  the  formation 
of  confederacies  and  of  the  articles  of  confederation,  its  de- 
fects which  caused  and  the  steps  which  led  to  the  conven- 
tion, his  reasons  for  taking  the  debates,  and  the  manner  in 
which  he  executed  the  task,  and  his  opinion  of  the  fra- 
mers  of  the  constitution.  From  this  I  extract  his  descrip- 
tion of  the  manner  in  which  they  were  taken,  as  it  guar- 
anties their  fiilness  and  accuracy : 

"  In  pursuance  of  the  task  I  had  assumed,  I  chose  a 
seat  in  front  of  the  presiding  member,  with  the  other  mem- 
bers on  my  right  and  left  hands.  In  this  favorable  posi- 
tion for  hearing  all  that  passed,  I  noted  down  in  terms  legi- 
ble, and  in  abbreviations  and  marks  intelligible  to  myself, 
what  was  read  from  the  chair  or  spoken  by  the  members  ; 
and,  losing  not  a  moment  unnecessarily  between  the  ad- 
journment and  reassembling  of  the  convention,  I  was  en- 
abled to  write  out  my  daily  notes  during  the  session,  or 
within  a  few  finishing  days  after  its  close,  in  tlie  extent 
and  form  preserved  in  my  own  band,  on  my  files. 

*'  In  the  labor  and  correctness  of  this  I  was  not  a  little 
aided  by  practice,  and  by  familiarity  with  the  style  and  the 
train  of  observation'  and  reasoning  which  characterized  the 
principal  speakers.  It  happened,  also,  that  I  was  not  ab- 
sent a  single  day,  nor  more  than  the  casual  fraction  of  an 
hour  in  any  day,  so  that  I  could  not  have  lost  a  single 
speech,  unless  a  very  short  one.'* 

However  prevailing  the  restraint  which  veiled,  during 
the  life  of  Mr.  Madison,  this  record  of  the  creation  of  our 
constitution,  the  grave,  which  has  closed  over  all  those  who 
'  participated  in  its  formation,  has  separated  their  acts  from 
all  that  is  personal  to  him  or  to  them.  His  anxiety  for 
their  early  publicity,  afler  this  was  removed,  may  be  infer- 
red from  his  having  them  transcribed  and  revised  by  him- 
self ;  and,  it  may  be  added,  the  known  wishes  of  his  iUu*- 
■  trious  friend,  Thomas  Jefferson,  and  other  distinguished 
patriots,  the  important  light  they  would  shed  for  present 
as  well  as  future  usefulness,  besides  my  desire  to  fulfil  the 
pecuniary  obligations  imposed  by  his  will,  urged  their  ap- 
pearance, without  awaiting  the  preparation  of  his  other 
works ;  and  early  measures  were  accordingly  adopted  by 
me  to  ascertain  from  publishers  in  various  parts  of  the 
Union  the  terms  on  which  their  publication  could  be  ef- 
fected. ^ 

It  was  also  intended  to  publish  with  these  debates  those 
taken  by  him  in  the  Congress  of  the  confederation  in 
1782-*8-'7,  of  which  he  was  then  a  member,  and  selec- 
tions made  by  himself,  and  prepared  under  his  eye,  from  his 
Utters  narrating  the  proceedings  of  that  body  during  the 
periods  of  his  service  in  it,  prefixing  the  debates  in  1776 
on  the  declaration  of  independence,  by  Thomas  Jefier- 
son,  60  as  to  imbody  all  the  mfjmorials  in  that  shape 
known  to  exist.  This  expose  of  the  situation  of  the  coun- 
ry  under  the  confederation,  and  the  defects  of  the  old 


system  of  government,  evinced  in  the  proceedings  under  tt, 
seem  to  convey  such  preceding  information  as  should  tc- 
company  the  debates  on  the  formation  of  the  constitntioii 
by  which  it  was  superseded. 

The  proposals  which  have  been  reoeired,  so  far  from 
corresponding  with  the  expectations  of  Mr.  Madison  whes 
he  charged  Sie  first  of  these  works  with  those  kgades, 
have  evidenced  that  their  publication  conUI  not  be  eng^ 
in  by  me  without  advances  of  funds  and  involtiag  of 
risks  which  I  am  not  in  a  situation  to  make  or  incut. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  have  been  induced  to  nV 
mit  for  your  consideration  whether  the  publication  of  thesr 
debates  be  a  matter  of  sufficient  interest  to  die  people  d 
the  United  States  to  deserve  to  be  brought  to  the  notice  of 
Congress.  And  should  such  be  the  estimation  of  the  utt)- 
ity  of  these  works  by  the  representatives  of  the  natiao,  » 
to  induce  them  to  relieve  me  individually  from  the  obsisda 
which  impede  it,  their  general  circulation  will  be  insnied, 
and  the  people  be  remunerated  by  its  more  economicd  t!is- 
tribution  among  them. 

With  high  respect  and  consideration, 

D.  P.  MADISO.X. 

To  the  Prebidkht  or  thk  Uxitxd  States. 


TRANSFERS  OF  PUBLIC  MONEYS. 

R^ortfrom  the  Secretary  of  the  TVeosury,  transmiHifi^ 
statements  of  Transfers  ofFuhtie  Money s^  in  obedienei 
to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  ^th  instant. 

TaXASUBT    DSFARTMKVT, 

Deeember  %S,  1836. 

SiK  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  repor, 
in  further  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Semv^ 
passed  the  20th  instant,  directing  <*  that,  the  Secretan  c: 
the  Treasury  communicate  to  the  Senate  a  detailed  state- 
ment of  all  transfers  of  public  moneys  ordered  since  tif 
23d  of  June  last,  for  the  purpose  of  executing  the  s-rtf. 
that  date  for  regulating  the  deposites  of  the  public  Xttonvj 
showing  the  dates  and  amounts  of  such  transfers  \  ki^ 
what  place  to  what  place ;  from  what  bank  to  what  bank  . 
and  the  times  allowed  for  such  transfers,  respectively ;  also. 
a  similar  statement  of  all  transfers  other  than  such  as  wtit 
made  in  execution  of  the  aforesaid  act." 

From  the  manner  of  making  transfers  which  hsa  brz 
prevailed  in  this  Department,  the  cause  for  making  tbrj 
does  not  appear  on  the  face  of  the  transfer  dimfl,  nor,  b 
genera],  on  any  record. 

The  cause  of  any  particular  transfer  is,  therefore,  usuaJ^ 
known  to  no  person  except  the  Secretary  who  orders  rt . 
and  hence,  such  transfers  as  have  been  issued  "slnc^^  *bt 
23d  of  June  last,  for  the  purpose  of  executing  the  act  f^ 
that  date  for  regulating  the  deposites  of  the  public  moneT.** 
ond  which  are  called  for  in  the  first  part  of  the  resoIutK  ^ 
cannot  be  discriminated  from  any  others  called  for  in  tb- 
last  part  of  the  resolution,  and  which  may  not  have  br^ 
made  in  execution  of  the  aforesaid  act,  ujiless  the  Ser^ 
tary  is  able  to  do  it,  and  from  memory  rather  than  thf  rf  ■ 
ords. 

In  order,  therefore,  to  avoid  any  mistakes  as  to  tht*  wbc'? 
amount  of  transfers  directed,  from  all  causes  whatever,  ^r^ 
in  the  period  ihentioned,  the  Treasurer  was,  on  the  d3> 
the  resolution  reached  me,  required  to  prepare  an  exbil" 
of  the  whole  since  the  23d  of  June  last,  and  to  accompsr* 
it  by  the  details  desired  in  the  resolution,  as  to  the  tiicc* 
of  payment  and  the  names  of  the  banks  to  and  from  ^h>d 
they  have  been  respectively  ordered. 

The  whole  amount  of  tibese  transfers  which  have  takt..' 
effect,  or  been  paid,  appears  to  be  $25,129,385. 

Those  which  have  not  taken  effect,  and  are  not  paysl^^.. 
many  of  them  till  January,  February,  March,  and  April,  »• 
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next  year,  equal  $12,910,000,  making  the  whole  amount 
ordered  $38,039,385. 

To  be  able  to  decide,  nearly  83  practicable,  what  portion 
of  those  have  been  directed  '<for  the  purpose  of  executing 
the  deposite  act,*'  and  what  portion,  if  any,  for  other  ob- 
jects, it  will  be  necessary  to  advert  to  the  following  £icts 
and  explanations.  The  Department  supposes  that  they 
may  all  be  construed  by  some  as  having  been  erdered  for 
that  purpose,  because  they  were  all  issued  under  the  author- 
ity of  that  act,  and  the  supplement  to  it,  passed  July  4, 
1 836.  But  a  portion  of  them  having  been  issued  with  a 
view  to  facilitate  disbursements  and  make  payments,  at 
convenient  points,  of  the  appropriations  by  Congress^  may 
not,  in  strictness,  perhaps,  be  considered  by 'others  as  or- 
dered for  the  purpose  of  executing  the  act,  and  hence  will, 
as  far  as  practicable,  be  estimated  by  themselves.  The 
amount  of  them,  though  not  attainable  with  exactness,  can, 
by  a  few  considerations,  probably  be  separated  and  com- 
puted distinctly  from  the  rest,  with  sufficient  certainty  for 
any  general  object  contemplated  by  tlie  resolution. 

Thus,  the  sum  in  the  Treasury  subject  to  drafi  on  the 
28d  of  June,  1836,  was  about  $34,000,000.  Of  this 
amount,  about  $6,900,.000  were  then  under  transfer  to  dif- 
ferent places,  and  to  take  effect  at  future  periods,  for  pur- 
poses of  safety,  and  affording  facility  to  future  disburse- 
menti). 

On  the  passage  of  the  deposite  law,  however,  and  in  ex- 
ecution of  the  first  section  of  it,  prohibiting  any  amount 
over  three  fourths  of  the  capital  of  any  bank  to  be  left  in  it 
longer  than  was  necessary  to  select  new  banks,  and  to  com- 
plete the  transfers  proper  for  removing  the  excess,  it  be- 
came indispensable  to  transfer,  for  that  purpose  alone,  about 
$18,300,000.     iNew  transfers  for  this  whole  amount  be- 
came necessary,  except  in  a  few  cases  where  the  transfers 
outstanding  tended  to  accomplish  that  object,  though  in 
other  cases  they  quite  as  much  retarded  it    The  Depart- 
ment, therefore,  took  immediate  steps,  even  before  tlie  ad- 
journment of  Congress,  to  comply  with  this  direction  of 
the  law.     But  it  was  at  once  perceived  that,  by  the  peculiar 
phraseology  adopted  in  the  deposite  act,  it  was  very  doubt- 
ful whether  any  of  these  new  transfers  could  be  made  to 
banks  in  other  States  than  those  where  the  money  then 
was,  unless  done  to  facilitate  the  public  disbursements,  or 
unless  suitable  and  sufficient  banks  to  hold  the  excess  ceuld 
not  be  obtained  in  the  latter  States ;  and,   hence,  that  the 
transfers  of  any  of  it,  for  the  purpose  of  beginning  the  equal- 
isation of  the  surplus  among  the  different  States,  could  not 
probably,  in  any  case,  however  convenient,  be  carried  on 
at  the  same  time,  or  be  commenced  before  the  1st  of  Janu- 
sry  next.     These  impressions  were  communicated  by  me 
in  reply  to  several  members  of  Congress  who  inquired  at 
the  Department  on  the  subject,  and  wished  new  banks  se- 
lected, and  transfers  made  under  the  new  act,  immediately 
from  States  where  the  public  money  kad  greatly  accumula- 
ted beyond  their  proportion,  to  other  States  where  large  de- 
ficiencies existed. 

Accordingly,  the  form  of  a  bill  was,  at  their  request,  pre- 
pared, which  might,  if  Congress  deemed  it  proper  to  legis- 
late further  on  the  subject,  remove  the  supposed  difficulty, 
and  which,  with  some  modifications,  afterwards  passed  in- 
to a  supplemental  law,  on  the  4th  of  July  last  Conse- 
quently, in  any  subsequent  proceedings  to  accomplish  those 
first  transfers  of  about  $18,300,000,  with  a  view  to  equal- 
ise the  amount  among  different  banks,  in  conformity  to  the 
first  section  of  the  deposite  act,  it  was  considered  that  Con- 
gress, by  the  supplemental  act,  expressly  intended  to  re- 
move the  doubts  and  objections  before  entertained  to  the 
course  previously  proposed,  of  combining  with  the  division 
of  the  excesses  among  new  banks  the  commencement  of 
the  apportionment  of  the  deposites  among  the  different  de- 
ficient States,  preparatory  to  a  gradual  and  easy  payment 
to  the  States  themselves  the  ensuing  year. 


In  several  cases,  therefore,  both  objects  or  purposes, 
when  convenient,  were  seasonably  united,  and  with  a  mit- 
igated and  more  beneficial  effect,  it  is  believed,  on  the 
whole  administration  of  the  law,  and  the  condition  of  the 
money  market  generally,  than  if  all  the  transfers  to  all 
the  different  States  had  been  delayed  till  next  year,  and 
at  that  time  have  been  ordered  in  much  larger  sums. 

But,  as  the  payments  were  not  required  to  be  made  into 
the  State  treasuries  till  the  1st  of  January  next,  and  quar- 
terly thereafter  during  the  year,  it  will  be  seen  by  the  ex- 
hibit that  few  or  no  separate  transfers  have  yet  been  order- 
ed for  equalisation  among  the  States,  disunited  with  the 
other  purpose  of  equalisation  among  the  banks,  except  such 
as  were  to  take  efi'ect  the  next  year,  near  the  dates  when 
the  several  payments  are  due  to  the  States  themselves^  and 
none  whatever  have  been  ordered  to  remain  permanently, 
except  in  cases  where  great  excesses  existed  in  some  States, 
to  be  reduced,  and  deficiencies  in  others  to  be  supplied,  and 
where,  if  desired  on  account  of  greater  convenience,  merely 
in  point  of  time,  they  have  not  been  postponed  to  1837. 
The  distinction  between  permanent  and  temporary  transfers 
is  adverted  to  in  the  above  remarks  because,  though  that 
distinction  does  not,  any  more  than  the  cause  of  the  trans- 
fer, appear  on  its  face,  yet  it  often  happens  that  transfers 
are  made  from  one  place  to  another  on  account  of  its  being 
more  easy  in  the  course  of  trade  and  exchange  to  have  the 
money  go  to  that  other  place,  in  the  first  instance,  tempo- 
rarily, and  afterwards  be  forwarded  further  by  new  trans- 
fers, and  with  greater  public  convenience,  to  the  place  where 
it  is  permanently  to  remain  till  expended. 

If  this  be  done  sometimes,  in  the  first  step  of  its  progren, 
without  a  rigid  regard  to  deficiencies  or  excesses  in  the 
bank  or  State  receiving  the  money,  yet,  in  the  next  and 
final  step  of  transferring  it  to  its  ultimate  destination,  thof  e 
are  always  strictly  adhered  to. 

In  several  cases,  also,  where  the  transfers  are  at  first,  for 
the  convenience  of  commerce,  or  other  proper  cause,  order- 
ed to  banks  in  an  amount  beyond  three  fourths  of  their  cap- 
ital, it  will  be  seen  that,  before  all  the  transfers  take  effect 
or  become  paid,  other  transfers  are  ordered  from  the  receiv- 
ing  banks,  so  as  to  prevent  them  from  holding  permanently 
more  than  the  amount  prescribed  in  the  law.  But,  besides 
the  transfers  of  the  $18,300,000,  rendered  imperative  to 
equalise  the  money  among  the  banks,  there  has  been  an  ac- 
cruing revenue  since  the  deposite  act  passed,  amounting  to 
nearly  $22,500,000,  and  most  of  which,  being  at  first  paid 
into  the  banks  where  an  excess  already  exitfted,  and  hence 
not  by  law  retainable  there,  has  also  been,  necessarily, 
placed  under  transfer  to  some  other  banks,  in  compliance 
with  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  except  so  far 
as  while  accumulating;  the  revenue,  whether  new  or  old, 
has  in  part  been  used  to  meet  current  expenditures  at  the 
places  where  collected. 

In  addition  to  all  these  removals  of  money,  rendered  in- 
dispensable under  the  12th  section  of  the  act,  amounting  in 
all  to  over  forty  millions  of  dollars,  except  the  deduction  of 
the  current  expenditures  at  those  points,  equalling  perhaps 
one  third  of  the  whole  $17,500,000  which  have  been  paid 
out  on  appropriations  since  last  June,  other  transfers,  to 
the  amount  of  $700,000,  authorized  for  the  purpose  of  sup- 
plying the  mint  with  metal  for  coining,  as  explained  in  my 
annual  report,  have,  under  the  direction  of  the  President 
and  advice  of  the  director,  been  made  to  promote  the  exe- 
cution of  that  desirable  object. 

The  result  of  the  whole  is,  that  the  amount  of  transfers 
ordered  to  execute  only  these  purposes  would  be  about 
$30,666,666,  or  but  seven  to  eight  millions  less  than  all 
the  transfers  ordered  since  the  deposite  act  passed. 

This  residue  is  near  the  whole  amount  which  has  prob- 
ably been  required  to  be  transferred  for  facilitating  the  pub- 
lic disbursements  at  other  poinU,  amounting,  since  June 
last,  at  those  other  points,  it  is  presumed,  to  about  twelve 
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millions  of  dollars  out  of  the  whole.  This  sum  is  only 
from  one  to  two  millions  larger  than  the  tranpfers  outstand- 
ing for  this  and  a  similar  purpose  when  the  deposite  act 
passed,  and  is  less  than  the  average  amount  required  during 
the  two  years  before  the  act  passed,  as  well  as  while  the 
United  States  Bank  was  employed  as  the  depository  of  the 
public  money  in  the  expenditure  of  a  similar  sum.  This 
18  the  nearest  approximation  which  can  be  made  to  the 
amount  which  has  been  transferred  since  June  last,  not 
strictly,  perhaps,  *<  for  the  purpose  of  executing  the  act," 
provided  that  the  clause  in  it  by  which  they  are  authori- 
zed be  not  so  understood,  in  connexion  with  the  resolution, 
as  that  these  transfers  may  be  properly  considered  as  made 
**  for  the  purpose  of  executing  the  act." 

The  dates  of  the  particular  transfers  which  were  made 
exclusively  to  aid  disbursements,  and  the  names  of  the 
banks  from  and  to  which  they  were  made,  cannot  now  be 
distinguished  from  the  others,  except  by  some  general  cir- 
cumstances which  may  be  briefly  indicated.  They  embrace 
a  portion  of  all  those  transfers  which  have  been  made  to 
places  where  the  public  money  is  disbursed  to  a  large 
amount  for  any  legitimate  purpose,  and  especially  in  the 
deficient  States.  Besides,  some  of  these  transfers  required 
in  over  one  half  of  the  States  of  the  Union,  the  largest 
amounts  rendered  necessary  to  meet  appropriations,  since 
the  23d  of  June  last,  have  been  to  New  Hampshire,  chiefly 
for  the  navy  yard  and  pensions ;  to  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, for  various  great  public  expenditures,  of  almost  every 
description ;  to  Norfolk,  Virginia,  very  large  sums  for  the 
navy  yard  and  fort  near  that  place ;  to  Charleston,  South 
Carolina,  and  Savannah  and  Augusta,  Georgia,  as  well  as 
to  New  Orleans,  for  the  prosecution  of  Indian  hostilities, 
and  disbursements  anticipated  on  our  Southwestern  fron- 
tier ;  and  to  Tennessee,  as  well  as  the  other  places  last 
named,  a  sufiieiency  to  meet  heavy  payments  connected 
with  the  removal  of  the  Cherokees,  Creeks,  and  Seminoles, 
beyond  the  Mississippi. 

The  explanations  of  both  branches  of  the  last  resolution, 
and  of  the  tabular  statements  referred  to,  in  answer  to  the 
call  of  the  Senate,  might  here  be  closed,  had  not  the  Treas- 
urer prepared  the  schedule  of  transfers  in  a  form  only 
chronological,  when  it  might  be  desirable  to  some  members 
to  have  the  results  presented  in  their  connexion  with  the 
situation  of  the  different  States,  as  bearing  on  the  amount 
of  depositee  of  public  money  within  each  as  well  before 
these  tran7fer8  began,  in  June  last,  as  at  the  date  of  this 
inquiry,  and  both  of  these  as  compared  with  the  proportion 
of  depositee  which  the  States  will  respectively  be  entitled 
to  receive  under  the  act.  An  exhibit  has  therefore  been 
added,  which  gives,  in  round  numbers,  the  proportion  each 
State  would  be  entitled  to  receive  from  a  distribution  of 
deposites  amounting  to  thirty-seven  millions  of  dollars ;  and 
in  other  columns  the  amount  on  deposite  in  each  State 
subject  to  draft  about  the  time  the  act  passed,  and  also  at 
the  present  time. 

By  this  document,  and  those  on  the  subject  of  the  de- 
posite banks  submitted  to  the  Senate  with  my  last  annual 
report,  and  connected  with  the  present  call,  it  will  be  seen 
that  sufficient  transfers  have  already  been  issued,  though 
all  have  not  yet  become  payable,  to  execute  the  1st  section 
of  the  act  prohibiting  more  money  to  remain  in  any  bank 
than  three  fourths  the  amount  of  its  capital.  It  deserves 
notice,  however,  that  the  revenue  has  increased  over  our 
expenditures  during  the  last  six  months  so  constantly,  and 
in  such  large  amounts,  as  to  keep  up  to  the  present  moment, 
and  imperatively  require,  almost  weekly  transfers  and  week- 
ly selections  of  new  banks,  in  order  to  comply  with  the 
above  direction  of  the  deposite  law.  But  the  utmost  care 
has  been  exercised,  while  endeavoring  to  enforce  the  spirit 
of  the  law  on  this  point,  to  take  every  precaution  to  pre- 
vent, as  far  as  practicable,  any  unnecessary  derangement 
or  pressure  in  the  money  market,  by  afibrding  reasonable 


time  for  all  those  transfers  to  be  effected,  varying  the  noiice 
given  by  this  Department  to  all  the  parties  conoeroed,  gea- 
erally  according  to  the  Amount  and  distance,  from  thiity  to 
one  hundred  and  twenty  days,  end  in  several  easei  \o  i 
longer  period,  so  as  to  enable  the  banks  easily  to  r«DOT« 
the  money,  by  bills  of  exchange,  drafts,  bank  balaocf, 
and  other  satixfactory  remittances,  and  by  allowing  (k 
payment  to  be  made,  as  has  always  been  usaal,  it  tk 
places  to  which  the  money  is  to  be  transferred,  unloa  ibf 
l>ank  making  the  transfers  prefers  to  pay  them  at  its  own 
counter. 

But  it  will  be  seen,  at  the  same  time,  that  while  all  l<ai 
thus  been  accomplished  which  was  deemed  necessary  to  «t- 
ecute  the  purpose  of  the  let  section  of  the  deposite  8ct«ii- 
viding  the  excesses  among  difierent  banks,  and  to  tid  tb' 
operations  of  the  mint  under  the  13th  section,  sod  toivi!- 
itate  our  very  large  disbursements  the  Iasthalfyear,iriclfcr 
a  few  months  to  come,  at  the  necessary  point*,  yet  tkr 
other  and  last  process  of  transfers  for  the  apportionniait  c<f 
the  deposites  among  the  States  in  the  prescribed  prop-T- 
tions,  so  as  to  be  gradually  and  seasonably  ready  for  ^y 
ment  (o  each  State  the  next  month,  and  quarterly  lherel^ 
ter  during  the  year,  has  made  but  little  progress  since  Joo^, 
by  means  of  transfers  to  tlie  several  States  then  deficiftt, 
and  has  not  been  thus  completed  in  a  single  esse,  uolesi 
the  State  of  Ohio  be  considered  an  exception.  Her  cosd- 
guity  to  other  States  which  had  not  banking  cspital  sof.- 
cient  to  hold  the  great  accumulation  in  them,  hu  requ3«i 
the  Department,  under  the  act,  in  order  to  execute  the  It- 
section  alone,  to  place  enough  within  her  limits,  by  tnn* 
fers  from  only  the  neighboring  States,  to  supply,  with  ifce 
aid  of  collections  there,  any  deficiency  before  existing,  toi 
all  the  current  expenses  of  the  Government,  with  some  ex- 
cess for  transmission  elsewhere.  Very  unequal  suotf  hiv< 
been  placed  in  some  other  States;,  fh>m  the  same  oDeqd 
cause ;  a  cause  not  within  the  control  of  this  DepartnieDt, 
but  yielded  to  under  the  express  directions  of  the  depoa^r 
act.  It  deserves  notice  under  this  head,  that,  of  the  other 
States  which  were  deficient  last  June,. being  seventeen  ii 
number,  all  except  Indiana  still  remain  deficient  s 
sums  ranging  from  $150,000  to  $1,600,000  esch,  aDdr^ 
quiring  in  the  whole,  to  produce  an  equality,  Dearii 
$11,000,000  more  to  be  paid  from  other  8tale^  befidf* 
about  two  thirds  of  the  five  millions  to  be  reserved  mi 
month  to  defray  current  expenditures.  Indiana  has  fcif 
been  filled  up,  and  now  has  an  excess  of  more  than  a  J^ 
lion,  derived  from  the  large  sales  of  land  within  kir 
limits,  and  not  from  transfers. 

On  the  other  hand,  all  of  the  States  which  last  Jun' 
had  an  excess,  still  retain  one,  except  Maryland,  which  ba^ 
now  only  about  her  just  proportion.  In  all  of  them,  w*' 
wise,  with  a  single  exception,  those  excesses,  instead  n 
being  much  diminished  by  largo  transfer!  to  a  distance. J'f 
payments  at  home  beyond  the  accruing  revenue  wittE 
their  limits,  have  been  all  increased,  and  in  several  ca«s 
in  such  great  amounts  as  to  range  from  a  third  of  <  i^l 
lion  to  two  millions  higher  than  they  did  in  Jan<*  ^'^ 
exception  is  New  York ;  but  which,  at  the  Fame  tin*. 
has  been  diminished  only  about  four  hundred  *|*°*^J|. 
dollars,  and  still  retains  an  excess  beyond  her  proportion,  tm 
mostly  in  her  commercial  capital,  of  over  six  and  «>' 
fourth  millions  of  dollars. 

If,  looking  to  tlie  whole  amount  in  the  Treasury  ww» 
the  deposite  act  paased,  and  to  the  proportions  then  ondf- 
posite  within  the  several  States,  and  to  the  propo^.'^J"'^ 
it  they  were  then  entitled  to  receive,  on  the  pn»''P'f** 
the  two  acts,  provided  all  excesses  had  then  st  once  t^ 
reduced  and  all  de6ciencie8  supplied,  it  will  ^  ^!^ 
they  did  not  then  vary  over  one  million  and  a  hall  trow 
what  ia  still  to  be  accomplished  in  the  present  «tat<^ 
things;  and  consequently,  that,  during  the  ■'*?'*"„ 
which  have  since  elapsed,  the  operation  of  equal»t<^ 
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among  the  8tateg  has  not  been  begun  orconsammated ;  be- 
cftuse  not  foand  easy  and  convenient,  while  carrying  on  the 
other  imperative  operations  onder  the  law,  beyond  the 
smail  extent  of  less  than  two  millions  of  dollars. 

But  however  difficult  the  apportionment  among  the 
States  must  be  when  it  all  goes  into  final  effect,  merely 
from  the  collection  and  paying  over  such  immense  sums 
into  new  hands,  and  however  widely  and  with  whatembar- 
ra.ssment  some  of  the  money  must,  in  the  end,  depart  from 
the  usual  channels  of  commerce  and  of  our  fiscal  opera- 
tions, the  directions  of  the  act  in  this  respect,  as  stated  in 
my  annual  report,  could  not,  with  propriety,  be  neglected 
l>3'  the  Department,  and  are  in  the  course  of  completion  at 
the  proper  periods  within  the  ensuing  year. 

Thus,  among  the  transfers  already  ordered,  but  not  to* 
take  effect  till  1837,  it  will  be  seen,  by  the  table  annexed, 
that  a  portion  of  them  will  in  a  few  months  somewhat 
reduce  these  excesses,  and  a  portion  of  the  existing  defi- 
ciencies will,  by  the  same  transfers,  be  further  filled  up  or 
supplied.  But  considerable  parts  of  the  excesses  in  several 
Slates,  after  leaving  a  due  proportion  of  the  five  millions 
continuing  in  the  Treasury  to  meet  the  current  expenditures 
there,  are  now  so  situated  that  they  will  not  be  actually  put 
under  transfer  till  the  beginning  of  each  quarter  in  1837, 
and  will  then,  in  general,  be  made  directly  to  the  agent  of 
the  State  to  which  they  are  to  be  paid,  as  the  banks  in 
which  they  now  are  can,  by  law,  hold  them  till  wanted  for 
the  several  State  treasuries.  Care,  however,  will  be  taken 
to  give  a  suitable  general  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of 
all  these  subsequent  transfers,  as  has  been  done  concerning 
the  preceding  ones.  Indeed,  as  long  ago  as  the  Ist  of  last 
November,  the  Department  addressed  a  circular  to  almost 
every  deposits  bank,  noticing  it  of  the  probable  amounts, 
times,  and  places,  of  all  future  transfers  or  payments  which 
were  expected  to  be  made  from  it  to  the  several  States,  in 
the  course  of  the  ensuing  year. 

These  banks  will  thus  enjoy  a  longer  time  than  usual  to 
make  preparation  for  completing  most  of  these  last  trans- 
fers to  the  States  themselves,  by  having  sixty  days'  notice 
in  all  cases,  and  in  all  others  an  additional  time  of  three, 
six,  and  nine  months. 

The  necessity  for  further  explanations  upon  this  subject 
IS  not  perceived,  except  to  remark  that,  in  all  cases  where 
the  amount  transferred  was  not  required  for  expenditure, 
the  transfers  whi^h  were  made  exclusively  for  division  of 
the  money  among  the  banks  have  been  arranged  to  the 
nearest  practicable  and  convenient  points  where  public 
money  was  either  collected  or  disburwd,  and  banks  could 
be  selected  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  law  under 
which  they  >ere  ordered.  The  practice,  which  had  here- 
tofore prevailed,  of  transferring  chiefly  firom  one  great  sec- 
tion of  the  country  to  another,  according  to  the  course  of 
the  commercial  operations  between  them,  was  prohibited  by 
the  12th  section  of  that  law,  except  for  the  purpose  of  fa- 
cilitating expenditures,  or  except,  as  under  the  supplemen- 
tal act,  it  has  in  few  cases,  and  may  hereafler  in  many, 
become  necessary  and  permissible  in  transfers  made  either 
principally  or  wholly  with  a  view  to  begin  to  execute  in 
some  cases,  and  in  others  to  complete  the  execution  of  that 
part  of  the  law  apportioning  the  deposites  in  ratable  propor- 
tions among  the  different  States.  When  attempting  either 
of  those  objects,  independent  of  the  others,  the  former  prac- 
tice has  been  strictly  adhered  to,  and  the  whole  operations 
under  the  act  have  been  rendered  as  easy  as  possible  to 
the  banks  making  the  transfers,  and  as  little  inconvenient 
or  injurious  to  the  money  market  and  the  commercial  com- 
munity as  was  practicable,  without  departing  from  the  ex- 
press enactments  of  Congress. 

Respectfully,  yours,  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Hon.  Mabtiv  Yjls  Bvbsk, 

President  of  the  Senate, 
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Report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  re- 
ferred the  message  of  the  President  recommending  a  re- 
duction of  the  revenue  to  the  wants  of  the  Government, 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  finan- 
ces, a  memorial  praying  for  a  distribution  of  the  surplus 
revenue,  and  many  memorials  praying  for  a  repeal  of  the 
duties  on  foreign  merchandise,  submit  the  following  re- 
port. 

The  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  Ist  of  January  last, 
as  near  as  it  can  be  now  ascertained,  of  available  funds,  was 
$42,468,859  97.  There  was  probably  placed  to  the 
credit  of  the  Treasurer  before  that  date,  of  which  no  ac- 
count had  been  received,  about  one  million  in  addition,  and 
the  Government  held  on  public  accoimt  $6,244,600,  par 
value,  of  stock  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  which,  at 
114  per  cent.,  amounts  to  $7,106,304.  The  aggregate 
amount  of  money  and  other  means  possessed  by  Govern- 
ment on  the  Ist  of  January  was  upwards  of  fifty  millions 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  appropriations  unex- 
pended at  the  close  of  the  year,  and  requited  to  complete 
the  service  of  1836,  amounted  to  $13,661,373  36.  Of 
this  amount,  but  $6,000,000  can  be  properly  charged 
against  the  surplus,  as  about  seven  to  eight  millions  remain 
unexpended  at  the  end  of  almost  every  year.  The  surplus 
of  means,  on  the  1st  of  January,  may  therefore  be  estimated 
at  $44,500,000. 

The  revenue  of  the  past  year,  as  nearly  as  it  can  be  as- 
certained and  estimated  at  the  Treasury,  was  $23,000,000 
from  customs,  and  $24,500,000  from  public  lands,  and 
from  all  other  sources  $620,000,  making  an  aggregate  of 
$48,120,000. 

The  excess  of  revenue  beyond  the  proper  wants  of  Gov- 
ernment, though  now  assiuning  greater  importance  than  it 
did  formerly,  has  existed  for  some  years  past,  and  origina- 
ted in  the  policy  of  revising  our  tariff  so  frequently  since 
our  war  with  Great  Britain,  without  regard  to  the  conditien 
of  the  Treasury.  High  rates  of  duty  were  levied  to  protect 
particular  branches  of  industry,  and  a  very  large  revenue 
was  raised,  which  was  absorbed  in  our  public  debt  till  that 
was  extinguished. 

Other  causes  have,  however,  combined  to  produce  our 
present  redundant  revenue,  and  to  give  an  impulse  to  trade 
generally.  The  sudden  and  rapid  increase  during  the  last 
five  years  may  be  ascribed,  in  a  measure,  to  British  and 
American  legislation.  The  former,  after  prohibiting  them 
for  a  century,  authorized  the  unlimited  creation  of  joint- 
stock  banks,  not  redeeming  their  notes  in  gold  or  silver, 
but  in  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  England,  which  were 
made  a  lawful  tender.  On  our  side,  we  have  added,  since 
1829^  $45,098,207  to  our  metallic  currency;  and  since 
1830  we  have  increased  our  banking  capital  from 
$110,000,000  to  about  $330,000,000 ;  thus  extending  our 
paper  circulation  probably  $60,000,000.  The  currency  of 
no  country  can  be  so  suddenly  increased,  without  encour- 
aging general  speculation,  and  producing  a  very  consider- 
able expansion  of  commercial  credits.  Trade  and  revenue 
have  been  accordingly  affected  by  it.  Our  exports,  which 
were  at  fifty  millions  in  1828,  rose  in  1835  to  one  hun- 
dred and  one  millions ;  and  those  of  1836  were  more  than 
one  hundred  and  twenty  millions.  Our  imports,  deducting 
the  amount  exported,  and  excluding  coin  and  bullion, 
were  in  1829  $49,500,000,  and  in  1835  $123,000,000, 
and  in  the  past  year  probably  $150,000,000. 

The  annual  receipts  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  in 
1830  were  less  than  two  millions  and  a  half,  and  in  1836 
$24,500,000;  and  a  much  larger  increase  would  have  oc- 
curred in  our  revenue  from  customs,  had  not  the  duty  on 
nearly  one  half  of  our  imports  been  repealed.   The  produce 


102 


34th  Coxe.  8d  Siss.] 


APPENDIX— ro  Gale»  Sf  SeaUnCt  Register. 

Reduction  of  the  Revenue. 


of  oar  agriculture,  and  one  half  in  value,  if  not  in  extent, 
of  the  whole  territory  of  the  country,  have  become  objects 
of  speculation,  contributing  to  enlarge  very  connderably  the 
mass  of  commercial  contracts  and  credits. 

The  revenue  of  forty-seven  millions  and  a  half  from  cus- 
toms and  public  lands  in  the  past  year  is  obviously  not  to 
be  relied  upon  as  our  permanent  income.  The  spirit  of 
speculation  is  already  checked,  and  the  probable  embarrass- 
ments of  the  winter  will  sensibly  affect  the  receipts  in  the 
present  and  the  next  year.  But  in  the  actual  condition  of 
our  country,  sustained  as  its  prosperity  is  by  powerful 
and  permanent  causes,  we  are  not  authorized  to  anticipate 
the  extraordinary  decline  in  our  revenue  which  occurred 
after  the  disastrous  revulsion  in  1819 — the  consequences 
of  a  sadden  transition  firom  war  to  peace.  In  adjusting 
our  revenue  to  the  future  wants  of  Government,  we  should 
reflect  that  this  is  the  first  opportunity  we  have  had,  since 
the  adoption  of  our  constitution,  to  enlarge  our  foreign 
trade,  and  develop  the  resources  of  our  extensive  confede- 
racy. At  the  outset,  we  had  had  but  four  years  of  unintpr- 
rupted  commerce.  In  the  second  period  but  seven,  from 
1800  to  1807 ;  and  even  aAer  the  close  of  the  war  in  181 5, 
the  trade  of  the  country  was  convulsed  for  six  yean  by  the 
change  from  war  to  peace,  the  sudden  increase  of  State 
banks,  and  the  fluctuating  operations  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  The  speculations  of  18S5  were  very  much 
confined  in  this  country  to  one Jtftnch  of  trade,  and  were 
of  British,  not  American  origin.  No  general  prostration  of 
our  trade,  internal  and  external^  has  occurred  for  sixteen 
years ;  and  to  this,  more  than  to  any  tempiirary  or  legislative 
cause,  the  existing  prosperity  of  the  country  ought  to  be 
ascribed. 

Our  revenue  from  customs  is  sustained  by  permanent 
causes ;  and  although  it  will  fall  off  daring  the  present  and 
in  the  next  year,  it  must  increase  with  the  growing  foreign 
trade  of  the  countzy.  The  cotton  manufactures  of  Europe 
are  steadily  increasing.  In  Great  Britain,  the  average  in- 
crease from  1834  to  1836  was  twenty  per  cent.  In  this 
country,  the  crop  of  cotton  in  the  past  year  is  estimated  at 
1,570,000  bales;  being  210,000  more  than  was  produced  in 
1835.  It  must  also  be  observed,  that  while  the  spirit  of 
speculation  has  raised  other  commodities  to  extravagant 
prices,  cotton,  other  articles  of  export,  and  foreign  mer- 
chandise generally,  the  sources  of  our  revenue,  have  not 
been  much  higher  than  usual.  A  crisis  in  commercial  af- 
fairs could  not,  therefore,  as  in  1819,  cause  any  very  con- 
siderable reduction,  and  any  decline  would  be  but  tempo- 
rary. The  rapid  growth,  too,  of  our  wealth  and  population, 
and  the  extension  of  our  settled  territory,  enlarge  the  demand 
for  foreign  supplies ;  and  in  any  prospective  adjustment  of 
the  tariff,  the  permanent  increase  of  our  foreign  commerce 
should  be  more  regarded  than  the  temporary  depression  re* 
suiting  from  over-trading. 

We  may  anticipate  a  great  decline  in  our  revenue  from 
public  lands,  though  not  to  the  extent  which  has  been  esti- 
mated. The  receipts  in  the  last  quarter,  notwithstanding 
the  extraordinary  demand  for  money,  were,  as  nearly  as 
they  can  be  ascertained,  four  millions  and  a  half.  The 
revenue  for  the  present  and  the  next  year  will  fall  far  below 
that  of  1 836 ;  but,  in  estimating  our  future  income  from  our 
public  lands,  we  must  not  be  governed  by  the  annual  re- 
ceipts in  former  years.  Many  causes  exist  now,  which 
must  considerably  enlarge  tliis  source  of  revenue.  We 
have  within  six  years  purchased  of  the  Indians  ninety  mil- 
lions of  acres  within  our  settled  boundaries,  and  removed 
the  tribes  beyond  the  Mississippi.  This  must  accelerate 
the  sale  and  settlement  of  these  lands.  We  have,  too,  with- 
in a  few  years,  rapidly  multiplied  our  internal  improvements 
in  the  interior,  in  every  direction,  and  in  many  instances 
through  large  tracts  of  the  public  lands.  It  is  as  easy  for  the 
emigrant  to  reach  Illinois  at  this  time  as  it  was  to  go  to 
Utica,  in  New  York,  twenty  years  ago.     The  area  of  set- 


tlement is  thus  enlarged,  in  the  South  and  in  the  'West,  to 
an  extent  very  far  beyond  its  former  boundaries.  Thf 
States  in  the  Northwest  are  growing  with  astonishing  npid* 
ity,  while  the  laboring  population  of  Maryland,  Virginia, 
and  North  Carolina,  is  rapidly  moving  off  to  the  South- 
western States. 

Should  the  sales  of  our  public  lands  be  limited  to  Ktml 
settlers,  as  is  proposed  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
some,  though  not  a  very  consideTable,  reduction  in  the  m- 
enue  may  be  anticipated.  Nothing  short  of  satpeudisf 
the  sales,  a  policy  which  this  Government  never  woqU 
adopt,  can  prevent  us  from  receiving  a  large  incomf  frou 
this  source. 

One  and  not  the  least  of  the  evils  resulting  from  a  sur- 
plus revenue,  is  an  extraordinary  increase  of  oar  federal 
expenses.  A  part  of  this  increase  has  been  caused  by  ex- 
tinguishing Indian  titles  and  removing  the  tribes.  ^^ 
have  appropriated  for  these  objects,  since  the  4th  of  March, 
1829,  $36,982,068;  snd  our  Indian  wan  have  anddl 
cost  us  not  Icso  than  $13,000,000,  making  sn  aggrvgait 
of  about  $40, 000, 000.  Such  heavy  expenditures,  for  no- 
ilar  objects,  cannot  be  anticipated  hereafter,  and  our  fedm: 
expenses  for  all  purposes  ought  not  to  be  estimated  at  Taon 
than  twenty  millions  of  dollars.  Even  that  amount  i^ 
much  more  than  we  have  hitherto  deemed  compatibif  witt 
the  necessary  wants  of  an  economical  GoveronwDt;  soil . 
just  regard  to  economy  should  prevent  us  at  least  from  !t> 
king  provision,  in  anticipation,  for  a  larger  Goveromeotti- 
penditure. 

Unless,  however,  prompt  measures  are  taken  to  redact 
our  revenue,  wp  may  anticipate  a  rapid  increase  of  ourci- 
penses,  and  the  recurrence,  in  a  few  years,  of  another  w 
plus  for  deposite  or  distribution.  ^To  avoid  these  erils,  il>^ 
only  safe  and  prudent  course  is  to  diminish  the  income  oi 
the  Government.  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  tssv 
unnecessary  taxes,  not  yielding  much  revenue,  may  be  r^ 
pealed,  and  that  a  general  reduction  should  be  made  in  ^ 
or  the  other  sources  of  our  income,  to  the  extent  of  a^^ 
millions  of  dollars.  The  actual  condition  of  our  finaoc«< 
does  not  warrant  a  less  reduction. 

Without  arresting  the  progress  of  the  settlement  of  t^ 
country,  this  reduction  cannot  be  made  in  our  receipuirc: 
public  lands.  But  even  if  such  an  unwise  and  un;o^ 
proposition  were  made,  and  the  question  should  be  present 
ed,  whether  we  should  relinquish  our  income  from  tbJ 
source,  or  reduce  our  revenue  from  customs,  there  'Jf 
great  considerations,  involving  even  the  stability  of  o^ 
confederacy,  why  the  latter  fdiould  be  preferred  to  ^^ 
former. 

Our  public  lands  are  the  common  property  of  the  I  du"! 
in  the  ratio  to  representation.  No  tax  can  ever  be  iDiF*" 
sed,  the  burden  of  which  will,  in  the  spirit  of  our  it**t^ 
constitution,  fall  in  the  like  ratio  among  the  States,  ^i- 
the  contrary,  the  revenue  from  customs  is  the  most  uneq^ 
and  unjust  plan  of  taxation  that  could  have  been  ^^'^^' 
and  the  design  of  our  constitution  will  never  be  (vm^ 
until  it  is  wholly  reformed.  The  agricultural  ^^^ 
should  never  permit  a  common  fund  to  be  destioy<»i  < 
permanently  distributed,  in  order  that,  by  perpetuating  ^^ 
taxes  upon  manufactures,  the  chief  burden  of  supportu>( 
the  Federal  Government  should  be  thrown  upon  then. 

In  justice  to  the  new  as  well  as  to  the  old  Statrt,   ' 
sales  of  the  public  lands  ought  not  to  he  »"8P^"^!r'°^ 
should  they  be  converted  into  a  fund  for  annual  <li«^^*'n 
among  the  Slates.     WTiatever  reduction  is  Dflad«w>^^ 
fall  upon  our  revenue  from  customs.     In  examining 
various  articles  upon  which  duties  are  now  levied,   ^^ 
committee  find  very  few  remaining  thai  do  not  ^^^^ 
indirectly  come  in  competition  with  some  branches  ot   ^^ 
own  industry.    Those  which  are  exclusively  fo"*^  ^^ 
not  yield  an  aggregate  amount  of  duty  exoeediing  on'  ^ 
dred  thousand  dollars.      Many  others,  which  hsrc 
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heretofoT6  claaBed  tmong  tito  non-protected  articles,  might 
be  included  in  the  favored  list,  with  quite  as  much  justice 
as  those  ^diich  have  been  so  considered  ever  since  it  has  been 
the  policy  of  the  Government  to  make  any  such  distinction. 
But  if  the  duties  on  all  that  are  classed  with  the  non-pro- 
tected were  repealed,  it  would  not  reduce  the  revenue  one 
million  of  dollars.  An  adequate  reduction  cannot  be  made 
without  diminishing  or  repealing  the  duties  on  what  are 
denominated  protected  articles;  in  other  words,  without 
modifying  the  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1833,  commonly 
called  the  compromise  act 

In  approaching  this  question,  the  committee  are  fully 
aware  of  the  importance  of  the  interests  involved,  and  of 
the  anxiety  of  capitalists  who  are  extensively  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  or  production  of  commodities  which  may 
be  affected  by  any  reduction  of  our  taxes.  But  the  ques- 
tion whether  we  shall  continue  to  sustain  their  income  by 
our  laws,  must  yield  to  the  indispensable  necessity  of  re- 
ducing our  revenue  to  the  wants  of  the  Government.  The 
actual  condition  of  our  finances  demands  this,  and  makes  it 
o\u  duty  to  examine  thoroughly  the  foundation  upon  which 
the  claims  of  our  capitalists  to  exclusive  and  perpetual  pro- 
tection rest,  and  to  exhibit  the  very  unjust  operation  of  the 
compromise  act  upon  the  people  and  States  of  the  confed- 
eracy. 

Prior  to  1816,  the  primary  object  of  every  duly  was  to 
support  Government  and  pay  the  public  debt ;  every  tariff 
and  evety  tax  originated  in  a  want  of  money.  The  du- 
ties were  levied  on  imports  generally,  and  the  encourage- 
ment of  manu&ctures  was  wholly  incidental  to  the  power 
of  collecting  a  revenue  from  customs.  There  was  no  dis- 
tinction, then,  between  protected  and  non-protected  arti- 
cles ;  for  the  latter  were  generally  taxed  at  the  highest 
rates.  When  a  duty  was  proposed  as  a  tax,  and  defended 
as  an  incidental  encouragement  to  some  branch  of  industiy 
at  home,  it  was  xmiformly  advocated  as  a  temporary  bur- 
den upon  the  consumer,  for  which  he  would  be  indemni- 
fied in  a  few  years  by  a  cheaper  domestic  supply.  The 
Government  wanted  money,  the  taxes  were  moderate,  and 
the  consumcre  seldom  troubled  themselves  to  inquire  into 
the  wisdom  of  the  discriminations  or  the  soundness  of  the 
principles  of  Congress. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  with  Great  Britain,  the  manu- 
factures of  the  country  had  been  protected  for  eight  years 
by  an  almost  total  prohibition  of  foreign  merchandise,  and 
by  the  sacrifices  of  agriculture  and  commerce.  When 
peace  returned,  the  latter  interests  were  destined  again  to 
prosper,  and  there  was  danger  that  the  sudden  renewal  of 
our  intercourae  with  foreign  nations,  with  whom  we  ex- 
changed^ productions,  would  give  a  blow  to  manufactures 
from  whidi  they  would  not  recover  in  many  yeare.  There 
was  a  general  desire  to  moderate  the  shock,  and  the  duties 
levied  by  iSbe  tariff  of  1816  were  in  some  instances  higher 
than  would  have  been  otherwise  adopted,  and  necessarily 
much  higher  than  they  were  before  the  war,  owing  to  its 
heavy  expenses.  From  that  time  a  struggle  occurred  at 
almost  every  session,  for  more  protection,  and  the  duties 
were  continually  raised,  till  they  reached  their  maximum 
in  1828.  Various  expedients  were  resorted  to,  to  sustain 
them.  Our  expenditures  were  rapidly  increased,  without 
the  least  regard  to  economy,  to  create  a  necessity  for  reve- 
nue. The  duties  on  merchandise  exclusively  of  foreign 
origin  were  repealed,  to  preserve  our  protecting  duties'; 
and  now,  when  all  these  expedients  have  failed,  an  attempt 
is  made  not  only  to  perpetuate  but  to  increase  them,  by 
annually  distributing  &e  proceeds  of  our  public  lands. 

The  system  was  modified  by  the  acts  of  the  14  th  July, 
1832,  and  the  2d  of  March,  1633.  This  last  act,  though 
proposing  a  reduction  of  duty,  contains  some  provisions  to 
take  effect  in  1842,  which  will  probably  be  repealed.  To 
exact  cash  duties,  and  to  deny  to  our  foreign  trade  the 
privilege  of  deposite,  is  a  policy  which  has  never  yet  been 


introduced  into  any  other  civilized  commercial  country; 
and  to  assess  the  duty  on  the  market  value  of  foreign 
merchandise,  at  every  port  in  the  United  States,  would 
give  us  as  many  rates  of  duty  as  we  have  ports,  in  direct 
violation  of  the  constitution.  But  the  committee  do  not 
propose  to  anticipate  the  discussion  of  these  questions,  or 
any  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1838,  which  do  not  in- 
teifere  with  the  proposed  reduction  of  the  revenue.  They 
deem  it,  however,  important  to  examine  the  principle  of 
the  compromise  act,  and  to  expose  its  unjust  operation,  at 
this  ttmt. 

The  modem  innovation  upon  our  ancient  plan  of  levy- 
ing duties  on  foreign  merchandise  generally,  by  collecting 
our  revenue  exclusively  from  that  portion  which  comes  in 
competition  with  our  own  industry,  reverses  the  whole  de- 
sign of  the  constitution,  which  certainly  contemplated  that 
our  taxes  for  federal  purposes  should  be  levied  in  a  ratio  to 
representation  as  nearly  as  it  was  practicable. 

The  previous  acts,  repealing  duties  on  non-protected  ar- 
ticles, and  the  act  of  March,  1833,  are  calculated  to  make 
our  taxes  as  unequal  as  possible.  There  is  a  wide  dlffi?r- 
ence  between  the  operation  of  a  tariff  on  merchandise  sim- 
ilar to  our  own  and  on  that  which  is  exclusively  foreign. 
When  we  collect  twenty  millions  on  the  latter,  the  duties 
are  general  through  the  Union,  and  the  price  of  no  corre- 
sponding commodity  at  home  is  raised  by  it.  The  tariff 
operates  as  a  tax  to  that  extent,  and  no  farther  ;  and  the 
whole  amount  goes  into  the  Treasury,  for  the  support  of 
Government.  No  man  gains  any  advantage  over  another, 
and  no  State  is  made  tributary  to  any  capitalist  or  corpora- 
tion. But  when  twenty  millions  are  collected  on  protected 
articles,  the  tax  indirectly  extends  to  the  whole  mass  of  our 
own  productions  and  manufactures,  which  are  raised  in 
price,  and  a  much  greater  amount  is  levied  upon  the  con- 
sumers of  the  country,  in  addition  to  the  twenty  millions 
for  the  support  of  Government.  In  1835,  the  merchandbe 
imported  for  consumption,  liable  to  duty,  deducting  the 
value  exported,  amounted  to  about  sixty-six  millions,  and 
yielded  a  duty  of  twenty  millions.  The  value  of  similar 
merchandise  of  domestic  origin,  in  that  year,  may  be  esti- 
mated at  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  millions.  Some  of 
these  branches,  especially  those  beyond  the  mountains,  are 
not  so  much  aftected  by  our  duties ;  but  the  prices  of  far 
the  largest  proportion  are  regulated  in  a  great  measure  by 
the  tax  we  impose.  Assuming  that  articles  of  the  value  of 
only  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  were  so  affected,  and 
to  the  extent  of  twenty -five  per  cent.,  which  is  less 
than  the  actual  duty  on  imported  merchandise,  the  internal 
tax  on  the  consumera  in  1835  amounted  to  thirty-seven 
millions  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  in  addition  to  the 
twenty  millions  which  went  into  the  Treasury.  It  is  im- 
jfossible  to  ascertain  what  amount  of  tax  these  protected 
branches  of  industry  have  for  their  own  profit,  and  to  pay 
the  difference  between  American  and  European  labor,  thus 
indirectly  collected  from  the  consumers  since  1789.  But 
we  know  that  the  latter  have  paid  on  foreign  merchandise, 
from  1789  to  1836,  inclusive,  (A)  more  than  six  hundred  and 
eighty-two  millions  of  dollara,  besides  probably  thirty  mil- 
lions for  the  expenses  of  collection.  More  than  one  half  of 
this  aggregate  has  been  levied  on  protected  articles.  Al- 
though we  cannot  ascertain  the  amount  of  this  internal  tax 
upon  the  consumers  for  the  last  forty-eight  years,  wo  can 
form  some  estimate  of  it  in  late  years.  At  the  manufac- 
turers' convention  in  New  York,  in  1831,  they  estimated 
the  annual  product  of  that  industry,  omitting  some  brancheF, 
at  more  than  two  hundred  millions.  From  their  great  and 
uninterrupted  prosperity  since  then,  the  annual  value  of 
their  products  at  the  present  time  ought  probably  to  be 
estimated  at  Uiree  hundred  millions.  If  the  larger  propor- 
tion of  this  amount  is  not  raised  in  value  by  duties  on  for- 
eign merchandise,  then  are  they,  as  protecting  duties, 
wholly  inoperative  and  unnecessary.     This  indirect  tax 
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upon  the  consumption  of  our  own  productions  cannot  be 
estimated  at  less  than  twice  the  amount  of  duty  collected 
on  similar  foreign  merchandise,  or  forty  millions  annu- 
aUy. 

The  prices  of  protected  produce  and  manufactures,  at 
home  and  abroad,  are  regulated  by  the  industry  of  those 
countries  where  labor  is  uniformly  cheaper  than  it  is  in  the 
United  States.  Until  our  population  resembles  that  of 
Europe,  and  our  climate  is  as  genial  as  that  of  the  sugar 
islands,  our  consumers  must  pay,  for  both  foreign  and  do- 
mestic merchandise,  a  price  equal  to  the  cost  abroad,  the 
charges  of  importation,  the  duty,  and  the  merchants'  profit 
upon  all.  How  much  th^  aggregate  of  all  these  amount  to, 
in  the  progiess  of  near  half  a  century,  it  is  impossible  to, 
calculate.  We  know,  however,  that  one  of  the  items 
amounts  to  more  than  three  hundred  and  fifly  millions  of 
dollars ;  and  the  princely  establishments  scattered  over  the 
United  States,  and  the  fact  that  the  annual  produce  of  their 
industry  may  be  estimated  at  three  hundred  millions  of 
dollars,  afford  ample  evidence  that  other  treasuries  than 
that  of  the  Government  have  drawn  a  much  larger  amount 
from  the  labor  of  the  consumers. 

Such  is  the  operation  of  those  protecting  duties,  which 
it  is  proposed  to  continue,  for  the  purpose  of  dividing  Our 
surplus  revenue  hereailcr.  Such  the  system  of  taxation 
which  the  compromise  act,  as  it  is  called,  makes  perpetual 
in  a  confederacy  of  States,  three  fourths  of  which  are  not 
engaged  to  any  extent  in  these  protected  branches  of  in- 
dustry. According  to  the  provisions  and  indirect  operation 
of  that  act,  we  must  levy  sixty  millions  annually  upon  the 
consumption  of  the  country,  in  order  to  collect  twenty  for 
the  use  of  Government.  The  entire  population  of  most, 
and  a  large  majority  of  all  the  States,  must  be  forever  pom- 
pelled,  by  our  laws,  to  sustain  immense  and  powerful  es- 
tablishments, which  are  overshadowing  all  other  branches 
of  industry,  while  our  privileged  capitalists  and  corporations 
are  alone  to  be,  in  effect,  exempt  from  taxation,  well  satis- 
fied with  a  reciprocity  of  duties,  so  long  as  they  are  ulti- 
mately indemnified  by  an  indirect  tax  upon  the  other 
interests  of  the  country. 

In  other  countries,  with  a  crowded  population  and  a 
consolidated  Government,  this  system  is  less  expensive, 
though  manifestly  unjust  and  impolitic,  wherever  it  is 
adopted.  But  whatever  may  be  its  operation  elsewhere,  it 
'm  wholly  inconsistent  with  the  equal,  just,  and  free  basis 
of  our  institutions,  and  can  never  be  perpetuated  in  a  con- 
federacy of  States,  spread  over  a  vast  continent,  differing 
in  employments,  interests,  soil,  and  climate. 

It  is  impossible  to  make  a  protecting  tax  equal  among 
the  States.  It  is,  as  such,  wholly  inconsistent  with  the 
constitutional  and  political  rights  of  the  members  of  our 
confederacy.  We  cannot  permanently  make  twenty  of 
the  States  of  the  Union  tributary,  not  to  the  other  six,  but 
to  a  small  portion  of  their  population.  The  produce  of 
the  labor  of  one  State  should,  by  law,  enjoy  no  advanta- 
ges over  the  produce  of  labor  in  another,  whatever  may  be 
the  character  of  its  industry ;  nor  should  the  foreign  trade 
of  any  one  State  in  the  Union  be  restricted,  except  from 
political  necessity. 

The  commerce  of  a  confederacy,  internal  and  external, 
should  be  wholly  free.  The  manufactures  of  Europe, 
as  well  as  of  the  United  States,  require  the  produce  of  our 
agriculture,  and  we  have  no  constitutional  right  to  restrict 
the  mutual  exchange  of  our  commodities  exclusively  for 
the  purpose  of  increasing  the  profits  of  individuals  in  other 
States.  The  planter  of  the  South  and  the  farmer  of  the 
interior  or  uf  the  West  cannot  be  effectually  and  perpet- 
ually compelled  by  our  laws  to  purchase  his  supplies  from 
the  manufacturer  or  producer  in  some  distant  State,  on 
terms  which  give  the  latter  an  advantage  of  thirty,  forty, 
or  fifty  per  cent.,  and  in  some  instances  more.  This  plan 
of  taxation  is  unjust  in  any  form  and  to  any  extent;  but  to 


collect,  as  is  proposed,  millioaa  beyond  the  wants  of  Got- 
emment,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  distribution,  would  ren- 
der its  inequality  and  oppression  intolerable.       ^ 

These  protecting  duties  can  be  no  longer  defended  s. 
temporary  taxes  i^ion  consumption,  for  which  the  cotmtrr 
will  be  indemnified  by  a  cheap  and  abundant  supply  of  do- 
mestic produce  and  manufactures.  It  will  be  seen,  br 
examining  the  statement  B,  how  utterly  fallacious  hate 
been  all  such  predictions  and  speculations,  from  the  dus 
of  the  report  of  our  first  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  k 
1790,  down  to  the  present  day.  That  statement  exhiboi 
the  quantity  and  value  of  the  most  important  protected 
merchandise  imported  in  fifteen  years,  to  September,  WS^ 
and  some  for  the  year  ending  30th  June  last. 

Previous  to  1821,  our  laws  did  not  require  regi^kr  re- 
turns, and  little  reliance  can  be  placed  on  eatinuuee.  $c 
fiir  from  redeeming  the  pledges,  so  repeatedly  given  to  thf 
country,  that  foreign  merchandise  would  be  excluded,  <yu 
importations  have  always  been  and  are  now  aieadilj  in- 
creasing, and  almost  uniformly  in  a  ratio  even  greater  thaa 
our  rapid  increase  of  population.  Our  manu&ctures, 
however  prosperous,  caimot  more  than  keep  pace  wiih  tb^ 
growth  of  the  country,  so  long  as  our  boundaries  of  setil^^ 
ment  continue  to  be  enlarged,  and  our  agricultural  popcls- 
tion  spreads  in  the  South  and  West.  We  have  never  had 
an  adequate  supply  of  labor,  and  even  that  is  comparadve^f 
diminishing,  as  the  spirit  and  facility  of  emigration  il- 
crease  and  the  theatre  of  settlement  enlarges,  ^uch  is  tb 
existing  demand  for  labor  for  our  modem  improventfri^ 
and  enlarged  industry — for  our  mines,  fiactoriea,  lailroais 
and  canab—that  we  can  scarce  procure  sufficient  to  ccld- 
vate  the  soil.  Besides,  so  long  as  we  supply  all  Europe 
with  raw  materials,  and  our  exports  continue  to  increase, 
as  they  will  do,  we  must  take  her  manufactures  in  retuiu 
While  peace  continues,  nations  will  exchange  their  6ur{4E9 
productions ;  and  that  commerce  will  constantly  incmir, 
in  defiance  of  all  our  revenue  'laws.  The  consumeTs  at' 
this  country  can  expect  no  rcUef  from  the  protecting  sjv 
tem  till  tlus  continent  shall  have  become  settled,  asti  » 
dense  and  impoverished  population  reduces  the  price  of  li- 
bor  to  the  European  standard.  Till  then,  they  must  ps; 
an  annual  tribute  of  millions,  to  add  to  the  number,  wealtii, 
and  power,  of  our  capitalists  and  corporations. 

Statement  B  gives  the  importations  for  each  year  eadisz 
the  30th  September,  from  1821  to  1835.  The  retur3> 
are  not  complete  for  1836,  though  a  few  are  stated  for  tbe 
year  ending  the  30th  June  last.  The  aggregate  imports  fc 
that  year,  including  coin  and  bullion,  were  #165, 63 1,4 ii 
Had  the  importations  for  1836  been  taken  into  the  com- 
parison, a  much  larger  increase  would  have  been  exhibiift^; 
but  the  trade  of  that  year  was  augmented  by  extxaordinar 
causes,  and  is  therefore  excluded.  The  comparison  cn^W 
is  between  the  seven  years  ending  in  1821  and  in  i^^ 
the  first  and  the  last  seven  of  the  fifteen  yeaia.  The  res! 
increase  is  much  larger  than  the  apparent,  in  oonsequcs:^ 
of  constant  improvements  in  machinery  and  the  compcu- 
tion  among  nations.  The  value  of  imports  at  the  prr»e-<^' 
day  represents,  in  many  instances,  more  than  double  d- 
quantity  the  some  amount  would  have  represented  t^^e^- 
ty  years  ago. 

In  the  •  last  seven  years,  to  1835,  the  average  iocrea-f 
over  the  first  seven — Uiat  is,  in  seven  years — is,  on  the  Ul 
lowing  articles,  viz : 

Brass  manufiaictures        -  -  -     26  per  cent 

Glass  ware        -  -  -  -     60 

China  ware        -  -  -  -  150 

Earthem  and  stone  ware  -  -    25 

Steel      -  -  -  -  -     87 

Leather  manufactures,  the  last  five  over 

the  first  five  years,  from  1826  to  1835     62| 
The  only  article  the  importation  of  which  has  not  in- 
creased is  hemp ;  and  for  the  very  unsatisfactory  rea>'.>^ 
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that  the  Iawb  of  other  countries  are  more  fritodly  to  our 
navigation  than  our  own,  and  our  ships  are  supplied  abroad. 
Wooilen  manufaeturea.^^Xuff  goods  have  been  admit- 
ted free  of  duty  ror  three  years  past.  Other  manufactures 
of  wool  have  been  protected  by  a  high  duty ;  and,  more  ef- 
fectuaUy  to  diminish  importations,  cash  duties  are  exacted, 
to  take  effect  from  the  date  of  importation.  The  aggregate 
increase  of  worsted  and  woollens  is,  in  the  last,  over  the 
first  seven  years,  about  $1,700,000,  being  ft%  per  cent  in 
seven  years.  The  greatest  amount  imported  in  any  one 
year  of  the  first  seven  was  $11,752,595,  and  in  the  last 
$16,831,557  ;  being  $4,000,000  more  than  had  been  im- 
ported in  any  one  year  since  these  returns  were  ordered. 
if  the  quantities,  instead  of  the  values,  could  be  compared, 
it  would  exhibit  a  greater  increase. '  The  worsted  goods 
imported  in  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  1839, 
amounted  to  $7,099,370;  woollens,  $13,614,643 — ^ma- 
king an  aggregate  of  $20,714,013. 

Cotton  manufaeture$.^Th\n  branch  was  protected  by  a 
heavy  square-yard  duty  in  1816,  which  has  been  subse- 
quently increased.  The  average  increase  annually  in  the 
last  over  the  first  seven  years  is  more  than  a  million.  The 
highest  amount  imported  in  any  one  of  the  first  seven  years 
was  $12,509,516;  in  the  last,  $16,090,224.  The  first 
year  of  the  sixteen  was  $7,788,614,  and  the  last 
515, 367, 585.  When  it  is  considered  how  much  the  price  of 
this  fabric  has  been  reduced  in  every  countiy  in  the  last 
twenty  years,  and  that  the  same  value  now  generally  rep- 
resents twice  the  quantity  it  did  formerly,  some  idea  may 
be  formed  of  the  immense  increase  in  this  branch  of  our 
importations.  The  amount  imported  in  the  year  ending 
the  30th  June  last  was  $18,927,250. 

Iron  and  tteel  manufaetures, — ^By  adopting  i^>ecific  rates 
of  duty  on  many  of  these  manufactures,  the  consumers  are 
taxed  much  more  heavily  than  they  are  aware  of;  besides 
which,  the  heavy  charges  of  transportation  give  our  own 
manufactures  a  great  advantage.  The  importations,  not- 
withstanding, have  increased  very  rapidly.  The  aggre- 
gate  amount  imported  in  the  first  seven  years  was 
$  1 9, 1  i  1, 1 83 ;  in  the  last,  $27, 824 ,  141 ;  being  an  increase  in 
seven  years  of  45  per  cent.  The  highest  annual  importa- 
tion in  the  first  term  was  $3,525,433;  in  the  last, 
$4,827,461  ;andin  the  first  year  of  the  sixteen,  $1,630,129 ; 
in  the  last,  $4,827,461.  The  amount  imported  in  the  year 
ending  the  30th  June  last  was  $7,717,910. 

Bar  iron — ^The  aggregate  quantity  imported  in  the  first 
seven  years  was   3,998,021,  and    in  the  last  7,106,381 
hundredweight,  or  about  200,000  tons  in  the  former  period, 
and  355,000  tons  in  the  latter;  being  an  increase  of  77| 
per  cent,  in  seven  years.     The  consumption  of  iron  was 
rapidly  increasing  in  every  country,  owing  to  the  applica- 
tion of  it  to  a  variety  of  new  purposes.     But  another  and 
much  more  important  source  of  consumption  has  recently 
grown  out  of  the  improvement  in  railroads,  which  promises 
to  give  ample  employment,  for  years  to  come,  to  iron  works 
at  home  and  abroad.     The  demand  for  this  new  use  can- 
not even  be  now  supplied,  and  the  price  of  railroad  iron  has 
consequently  risen  very  considerably.     By  devoting  labor 
to  this  new  and  increasing  branch  of  the  iron  manufacture, 
other  branches  have  advanced  in  price.    Although  our  iron- 
masters find  the  latter  more  profitable  than  railroad  iron, 
the  British,  by  going  largely  into  this  new  branch,  have 
given  an  impulse  to  all  others  in  every  country.     There 
will  undoubtedly  bo  a  rapid  increase  of  railroads  in  Europe 
and  America,  which  must  very  much  enlarge  the  demand. 
Whatever  may  have  been  the  motives,  heretofore,  for  im- 
posing a  protecting  duty,  none  is  now  required ;  for  this 
modern  improvement  has   created  a  market  for  it  which 
afibrds  it  a  protection  far  more  permanent  and  effectual  than 
thrice  the  amount  of  our  existing  duty.     As  a  protection, 
oar  duty  is  rendered  wholly  abortive ;  for  all   the  ironmas- 
ters of  Europe  and  America  cannot,  taking' a  series  of  years 
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together,  supply  the  demand  for  railroads  and  all  other  pur  • 
poses. 

Sugar. — ^l*his  is  also  charged  with  a  specific  duty  equal 
to  sixty  or  seventy  per  cent  on  the  estimated  cost  of  pro- 
duction abroad.  The  aggregate  quantity  imported  in  the 
first  seven  years  of  the  statement  was  536, 363, 592  pounds, 
and  in  the  last  664,371,508  pounds,  being  an  increase  of 
about  24  per  cent,  in  seven  years.  The  highest  importa- 
tion in  the  first  term  was  94,378,814,  and  in  the  last 
126,039,239  pounds.  The  importation  of  molasses  has 
also  increased  near  20  per  cent,  in  seven  years.  The 
greatest  quantity  imported  in  the  first  seven  years  was 
13,843,045,  and  in  the  last  18,971,603  gallons.  The 
culture  of  sugar  is  very  uncertain  in  our  climate.  If  the 
estimate  made  by  the  convention  in  New  York  be  correct, 
there  has  been  no  increase  in  this  branch  since  1831.  They 
estimated  the  crop  at  40,000  hogsheads  in  1823,  and  at 
100,000  in  1831.  The  crop  of  the  present  year  bos  been 
estimated  at  90,000,  but,  in  consequence  of  an  early  frost, 
it  is  said,  will  not  produce  over  75,000  hogsheads.  Since 
the  acquisition  of  Louisiana,  the  consumers  have  paid  about 
$76,000,000,  for  the  protecting  duty  on  sugar  and  moTas- 
ses,  besides  about  $30,000,000,  probably,  in  the  increased 
price  of  our  domestic  sugar.  The  quantity  imported  in  the 
year  ending  the  3Cth'of  June  last  was  174,607,506  pounds. 

Salt. — ^The  duty  on  salt  was  first  laid  by  the  tariff  of 
1789,  was  afterwards  increased,  but  subsequently  repealed 
by  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1807,  when  we  had  an  over- 
flowing Treasury.  It  was  renewed  during  the  war,  as  a 
war  duty.  The  aggregate  quantity  imported  in  the  first 
seven  years  of  the  fifteen  was  32,019,575,  and  in  the  last, 
38,779,371  bushels;  being  an  increase  of  about  twenty- 
one  per  cent  in  seven  years.  Salt  has  been  protected 
from  1789  to  the  present  time;  for  although  the  duty  was 
repealed  from  1808  to  1814,  our  embargo,  other  restrictions, 
and  war,  were  much  more  efficient  than  the  duty.  After 
near  half  a  century,  we  import  about  as  much  as  is  manu- 
factured in  the  United  Sutea,  even  including  those  estab- 
lishments in  the  interior  with  which  foreign  salt  cannot 
interfere. 

Coal, — ^The  duty  on  coal  commenced  with  the  tariff  of 
1789,  at  two  cents  a  bushel.  The  statement  referred  to 
exhibits  the  importation  of  coal  for  fifteen  years.  The  ag- 
gregate quantity  imported  in  the  first  seven  years  was 
6,038,027,  and  in  the  last,  12,251,642  bushels;  being  an 
increase  of  more  than  one  hundred  per  cent,  in  seven  years. 
It  LB  not  practicable  to  obtain  a  statement  of  the  produce  of 
all  the  mines  in  the  United  States  ;  but  it  will  be  sufficient 
to  show  the  immense  increase  in  the  consumption  of  coal, 
by  referring  to  the  progress  of  three  mines  of  anthracite 
coal.  The  annual  produce,  in  1820,  was  365,  and  in 
1836,  682,429  tons.  The  increase  of  all  the  mines  in  the 
same  neighborhood,  for  the  present  year,  is  estimated  at 
256,000  tons.  While  our  importations  of  foreign  coal  have 
increased  in  seven  years,  ending  in  September,  1835,  over 
the  seven  years  ending  in  1827,  more  than  one  hundred  per 
cent.,  a  new  branch  of  the  coal  trade  has  grown  up  fr<Im 
nothing  to  682,429  tons.  The  whole  amount  of  coal  im- 
ported in  1821  was  but  17,000  tons ;  and  in  1836  it  was 
about  60,000,  and  has  been  more.  The  increased  con- 
sumption in  iheae  branches  alone— but  a  small  proportion 
of  the  coal  trade  of  the  United  States— since  1820,  is  from 
about  17,000  to  750,000  tons ;  and,  as  a  writer  in  defence 
of  the  coal  duty  informs  us,  we  are  in  the  present  year  to 
add  250,000,  making  a  million  of  tons.  Without  this, 
however,  the  consumption  in  these  branches  has  increased 
to  forty-four  times  the  quantity  consumed  sixteen  yean  ogo. 
It  is  very  evident  that  our  coal  companies  have  a  much 
more  powerful  protection  than  ^ny  which  the  duty  affords 
them.  Causes  for  more  effectual  and  controlling  than  all 
our  rovenue  laws  have,  within  a  few  years,  created  an  ex- 
traordinary demand  for  coal,  which  must  increase  perma- 
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nently .  The  destructien  of  our  forests,  the  increase  of  onr 
popii]ation,  and  the  enlarged  application  of  coal  to  manu- 
frcturing  and  other  purposes,  must  enable  the  producers, 
taking  a  series  of  years  together,  not  only  to  regulate  the 
quantity,  but  the  price  of  this  commodity.  With  such  ev- 
idence of  the  rapid  and  permanent  increase  of  the  consump- 
tion of  coal,  the  continuance  of  the  duty  as  a  protection 
cannot  be  justified.  The  whole  duty  in  1835  was  but 
about  1100,000 ;  and  although  that  imported  now  is  more 
than  three  times  the  quantity  in  1821,  the  whole  does  not 
equal  twice  the  annual  consumption  of  the  town  of  Wheel- 
ing, in  Virginia.  The  statement  bdow,  though  relating 
to  other  countries,  will  show  the  immense  product  of  coaU 
and  its  various  uses,  and  proves  how  utterly  insignificant 
our  importation  of  60,000  tons  is,  when  compared  with  the 
aggregate  consumption  of  the  United  States.  The  follow- 
ing is  the  estimated  annual  produce  of  the  coal  mines  in 
England  and  Wales,  under  the  different  heads  of  consump- 
tion : 

By  the  population      ...    20,804,670  tons. 
Iron  furnaces        ...      8,000,000 
Manufiu^ries       ...      4,550,000 
Steamboats  ...      3,000,000 

Exported  ...  615,925 


ToUl 


-     31,970,495 


W%eo/.— >A  duty  of  25  cents  a  bushel  was  imposed  on 
wheat  in  1824.  Notice  b  taken  of  this  item  in  this  re- 
port,  merely  for  the  purpose  of  proving  its  insignificance 
as  a  protecting  duty.  It  is  an  insult  to  the  agricultural 
interest  to  attach  any  importance  to  it  as  a  measure  of  pro- 
tection. Statement  D  shows  tliat  the  whole  quantity  of 
wheat  imported  into  all  our  Atlantic  porii^  from  the  time 
the  duty  was  laid,  in  1824,  to  the  80th  of  September,  1835, 
embracing  a  term  of  eleven  years,  was  but  4|832  bushels — 
about  440  bushels  a  year.  Notwithstanding  the  extraor- 
dinary state  of  trade,  and  the  display  made  about  Black 
sea,  Baltic,  and  German  wheat,  during  1836,  the  whole 
quantity  imported  in  the  year  ending  die  30th  September 
last,  at  all  the  ports  on  the  seaboard,  (except  the  third 
quarter  of  the  year,  at  Boston,)  was  but  317,883  bushels, 
paying  leas  than  $80,000  duty.  In  an  agricultural  coun- 
try like  this,  remote  as  it  is  from  other  grain-growing  coun. 
tries,  our  farmers  ht.ve  nothing  to  apprehend  from  import- 
ations. There  are  but  two  causes  that  can  bring  wheat 
from  abroad :  a  failure  of  crops,  when  importations  would 
be  desired  by  aU ;  and  the  occasional  recurrence  of  a  r»- 
d undent  currency. 

Tb0  importations  of  wheat  in  1836  were  not  owing  to 
the  former  cause.  Although  our  crops  have  partially  fail- 
ed in  eome  of  the  States,  there  is  no  famine,  and  the  de- 
ficiency is  not  the  sole  cause  of  the  present  high  price. 
We  have  had  a  redundant  currency,  which  encouraged 
speculation,  and  raised  the  prices  of  commodities  generally 
so  high  as  to  produce  importations  in  1836,  without  re- 
gard to  the  actual  wants  of  the  country.  A  sudden  and 
large  addition  to  our  metallic  ond  paper  currency  has  made 
us  importers  of  wheat ;  and  had  it  been  practicable,  the 
same  cause  might  have  made  us  importers  of  the  soil  which 
produced  it. 

The  duty  on  wheat  is  of  no  consequence  in  our  trade 
with  Europe,  or  any  other  branch  of  our  commerce  abroad. 
By  referring  to  the  table  D,  it  will  be  seen  that  its  opera- 
tion is  almost  entirely  confined  to  our  Canadian  frontier. 
But  even  there,  the  importations  were  of  very  little  conse- 
quence till  1835;  then  the  duty  did  not  amount  to  sixty 
thousand  dollars,  and  the  imports  for  1836  were  not  half 
the  quantity.  'Fhe  duty  on  wheat  operates  very  injurious- 
ly on  our  trade  with  Upper  Canada.  When  it  was  laid,  in 
1824,  we  were  the  millers  and  exporters  of  the  Canadians. 
By  imposing  a  duty  of  twenty-fire  cents,  and  refusing  the 


drawback  on  exportation  on  thai  frontier,  we  have  ^eitroy* 
ed  this  branch  of  trade,  as  far  as  the  law  could  be  execuUsd. 
That,  however,  could  not  be  effected  on  the  St  Lawreoee 
and  the  Niagara.  The  most  serioue  objection  to  thif  del? 
is,  that  it  enables  the  British  Oovemment  to  csrry  out  i 
policy  which  it  wisely  adopted  some  years  ago.  Tbe  pro- 
duce of  the  United  States  is  not  only  admitted  into  Ciiiiih 
free  of  duty,  but  enjoys  all  the  advantages  of  Cuuditt 
produce  in  the  consumption  of  Great  Britain.  She  tkn 
secures  the  carrying  of  our  produce,  while  we,  by  imr  owi 
laws,  deny  ouraelvas  the  profit  of  exporting  the  piodaoe  i 
Upper  Canada,  and  of  furnishing  that  oonntiy  with  inp- 
plies.  We  force  trade  through  ^  St.  Lawreaee,  iostts) 
of  encouraging  it  through  our  canals,  rivers,  siullikn; 
into  which  channels  it  would  have  long  ainoe  towed,  fad 
for  our  own  lews.  Such  b  the  whole  operatioD  of  ca 
duty  on  wheat ;  it  afibrds  no  protection  whatever  to  agri- 
culture, while,  vrith  the  aid  of  other  laws  equally  nnvis. 
it  almost  destroys  our  commerce  with  Upper  Csnadi,  i&i 
increases  the  navigation  of  Great  Britain. 

Such  is  the  present  condition  and  the  opentioa  of  |bO' 

tecting  duties  on  some  of  the  most  promment  bruchN 

of  our  industry.     The  enlargement  and  the  proepniir  i 

our  manufactures,  and  the  existence  of  theie  dntU*  ^ 

near  half  a  century,  no  longer  warrant  a  eootiDiuiKe  i 

these  heavy  charges  upon  the  consumption  of  the  couooy, 

under  the  pretended  necessity  of  sustaining  againit  ficeif£ 

competition  capitalists  and  corporations,  tbe  sonotl  p 

duce  of  whose  mines,  factories,  and  plantatioRi,  is  estin^- 

ted  at  three  hundred  millions  of  dollars.    The  sgricultiiru 

and  commercial  interests  might,  with  more  jostioe,  cliia 

the  protection  of  Government;  and,  as  an  indniuiit)^^ 

the  sacrifices  of  half  a  century,  ask  for  a  tax  upon  '^ 

capital,  nineteen  twentieths  of  which  has  been  drawn  fm 

their  labor.     With  a  surplus  of  fifly  millions  in  mooev  aei 

stock,  and  an  income  from  customs  and  public  UDd«b^ 

yond  the  wants  of  Government,  they  have  at  least  s  vj^ 

to  demand  that  the  whole  burden  of  supporting  Gorafi- 

roent,  and  sustaining  our   capitalists  and  corponQ^ 

should  not  be  thrown  upon  them.     If  our  profescfinl  io^^ 

try,  great,  growing,  and  profitable  as  it  is,  cannot  b>^ 

protect  itself,  it  never  will ;  and  it  is  time  for  ^^7^ 

suraer  to  determine  whether  he  will  submit  to  perp^ 

taxation  for  any  such  purpose.     The  statements  8ppH><>^ 

to  this  report  prove  conclusively,  that  notwithsiandiDf  ^ 

extraordinary  increase  of  our  own  manufiictares,  our  of* 

plies  from  abroad,   through    natural  and  uncootroiiisi 

causes,  are  constantly  increasing.     We  cannot  spdof* 

for  the  continuance  of  these  taxes,  by  holdiag  oot<>|9 

prospect  of  relief  now  or  hereafler.     It  is  time,  thotW 

that  the  system,  as  such,  should  be  giadnally  rcfonsw 

that  all  branches  of  our  industry  should  be  placed  «v 

same  footing ;  and  that  our  taxes  should  give  no  idi^ 

tags  to  one  man  over  another.     No  State  nor  secuoa « 

this  confederacy  should  hereafier  be  made  pei 

tributary  to  another  by  the  operation  of  our  revenoei* 

Unequal  and  unjust  as  our  taxes  are,  it  is  not  pr<  ' 

to  remove  them  in  a  mode  which  might  shodi  sny  ^ 

of  industry.     The  immense  increase  of  tbe  c<"^^^ 

of  coal,  and  the 

ported  from  abroad 

this  branch  is  wholly  independent  ^m.  **»f^  «*-v-  k 

quired  neither  for  protection  nor  revenue,  and  the  coo  . 
tee  recommend  its  repeal.  They  also  propose  to  rep* 
the  duty  remaining  on  salt ;  one  half  was  repealed  l^  ^ 
act  of  July  14,  1832,  without  destroying  our  »1<*^5 
as  was  predicted ;  and  the  remainder  may  bo  taken  ^ 
with  little  injury  to  them  and  great  benefit  to  tbe  ct^^ 
Such  a  tax  ought  not  to  be  continued  with  an  owfiJ*^ 
Treasury,  The  committee  further  recommend  s  ^ 
reduction  of  our  imposts,  to  tbe  extent  of  sewn  mi^ 
For  the  reasons  stated  in  this  report,  Aey  bare  not«8«» 


e  immense  increase  of  the  consoroiw* 
comparatively  insignificant  qaaniityiv 
ad,  clearly  show  that  the  profpenty  P 
lolly  independent  of  the  duty.    It  fa  J 
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red  to  aeltct  aiticlef  which  would  not  afiect  our  industry ; 
le  duties  upon  ail  thete,  of  anj  importance  whatever, 
av8  already  been  repealed.  Nor  were  they  diepoaed  to 
epeal  the  dutiea  upon  aiticlea  paying  a  leaa  duty  than 
nrenty  per  cent,  while  other  branchea  of  induatiy,  with 
.o  higher  claims,  were  protected  by  duties  of  80,  60,  and 
pwards  of  100  per  cent  8o  long  as  the  principle  of  pro- 
action  is  continued,  justice  requires  that  they  should  at 
sast  be  equalised.  That  is  the  basts  of  the  adjustment  in 
tie  act  of  the  2d  March,  1833.  By  that  act,  all  duties 
ver  twenty  per  cent,  were  to  be  gradually  abolished.  The 
ommittee  propose  the  same  measure,  but  recommend  a 
lifierent  process  of  reduction.  By  the  tariff  of  1833,  the 
xceaa  of  duties  over  20  per  cent  was  to  be  reduced  one 
enth  on  the  3 1st  of  December,  1833;  one  tenth  the  31st 
»f  December,  1835;  one  tenth  the  31st  of  December, 
837  ;  and  one  tenUi  the  3ist  of  December,  1839 ;  the  re- 
aainder  of  the  excess  was  to  be  taken  off,  one  half  on  the 
list  of  December,  1841,  and  the  other  on  the  80th  of 
une,  1642.  Of  these,  the  first  two  reductions  have  al- 
eady  been  made.  In  estimating  the  excess  for  future 
rears,  1834  is  considered  a  better  criterion  than  1835  or 
.836,  when  the  importations  were  unusually  large.  The 
seen  of  duty  on  the  gross  revenue  accruing  in  the  year 
mding  the-  30th  September,  1834,  (see  statement  E,^ 
vas  $9,400,000 ;  from  this  is  to  be  deducted  the  drawback 
m  the  quantity  exported,  which  would  probably  leave  the 
^xcesB  of  duty  over  20  per  cent  on  the  quantity  remaining 
or  consumption  at  seven  millions.  Assuming  that  as  the 
lett  excess,  and  that  the  same  amount  of  importations 
khould  continue  till  1842,  the  following  would  be  the  pros- 
pective operation  of  the  act  of  the  2d  March,  1833« 

Excess 17,000,000 

Deduct  one  tenth  31st  Dec.  1837  -  -  700,000 


Deduct  one  tenth  31st  Dec.  1839  - 


Deduct  one  half  3 1st  Dec.  1841 


Oediiet  one  half  30th  June,  1842  - 


6,300,000 
630,000 

5,670,000 
2,835,000 

2,835,000 
2,835,000 


Thus  the  act  proposes  to  reduce  the  excess  1,330,000 
tollara  in  five  yean,  and  6,670,000  dollars  in  six  months, 
if  the  state  of  our  finances  did  not  oblige  us  to  anticipate 
hia  reduction  of  our  revenue,  motives  df  policy  should  in* 
luce  us  to  change  this  extraordinary  and  unequal  process 
>f  reduction.  With  a  foreign  trade  constantly  and  perma- 
lently  increasing,  our  manufactures  will  be  as  much  af- 
iceted  in  1842  as  they  will  be  in  1838.  If  they  can,  as  is 
proposed,  stand  a  reduction  of  near  fix  millions  of  this  ex- 
xaa  in  six  months,  they  will  certainly  be  Uttlo  afifected  by 
mking  oflf  the  third  of  seven  millions  every  six  for  eighGeen 
noDths.  The  committee,  therefore,  propose  that  one  third 
Df  the  excess  should  be  reduced  on  the  30th  September 
next;  one  half  of  the  remainder  on  the  31st  of  March, 
1838;  and  the  other  half  on  the  80th  September,  1838. 
Afisutning  an  excess  of  seven  millions,  the  reduction  would 

be,  v'u: 

$7,000,000 

One  third,  September  30,  1837     -  -         2,333,833 


Due  half,  March  31,  1838  - 
One  half;  September  30  1838 


4,666,667 

2,333,'333 
2,333,333 


Such  a  reduction  would  increase  and  diminish  with  the 
ne  and  (all  of  importations,  and  could  not  materially  af- 
fect these  branches  of  industry,  producing  annually,  as  is 


estimated,  three  hundred  millions,  and  distributed,  as  this 
reduction  would  be,  among  them  all.  Besides,  even  after 
these  high  duties  are  reduMd  to  twenty  per  cent,  they  will 
still,  with  the  charges  of  importation,  cash  duties,  and  short 
credits, -enjoy  a  protection  of  forty  to  fifty  per  cent,  and 
on  heavy  and  cheap  merchandise  much  more.  As  to  the 
proprietors  of  our  salt  works,  iron  worics,  and  coal  mines 
beyond  the  mountains,  our  imposts  do  not  aflect  them,  as 
they  enjoy  a  natural  monopoly,  and  regulate  both  the  price 
and  the  quantity  of  their  productions. 

It  is  the  vice  of  our  plan  of  levying  taxes  for  the  support 
of  Government,  that  we  can  make  no  change  in  our  reve* 
nue  laws  without  affecting  some  interest  In  the  progress 
of  our  legislation,  and  of  our  intercourse  with  foreign  na- 
tions  for  the  last  half  century,  with  our  tariffs,  embargoes, 
non-intercourse,  and  war»  the  burden  and  sacrifices  have 
fallen  on  the  non-protected,  the  profits  on  the  protected, 
branches  of  our  industry.  A  period  has  arrived  when  a 
measure  of  an  opposite  character  is  demanded  by  the  high- 
est considerations.  It  is  the  duty  of  all  interests  to  yield 
to  the  paramount  necessity  of  reducing  the  revenue  of  the 
United  States  to  the  wants  of  the  Government ;  and  the 
committee  report  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 

A. 

Statement  of  the  revenue  annuaily  eoUededfrow  the  eon- 
turners  ojthe  United  States,  by  duties  on  foreign  met' 
chandise. 


March  4, 

1789,  to  Dec.  31, 

In  1815, 

$7,282,942  22 

1791, 

$4,399,473  09 

1816, 

86,806,874  88 

In  1792, 

3,443,070  85 

1817, 

26,283,848  49 

1793, 

4,255,306  56 

1818, 

17,176,385  00 

1794, 

4,801,065  28 

1819, 

20,263,608  76 

179.5, 

5,588,461  26 

1820, 

15,005,612  15 

1796, 

6,567,987  94 

1521, 

13,004,447  15 

1797, 

7,549,649  65 

1822, 

17,589,761  94 

1798, 

7,106,061  98 

1823, 

19,088,433^44 

1799, 

6,610,449  31 

1824, 

17,878,326  71 

1800, 

9,080,932  73 

1825, 

20,098,713  46 

1801, 

10,750,778  93 

1826, 

23,341,331   77 

1802, 

13,438,235  74 

1827, 

19,712,288  29 

1803, 

10,479,417  61 

1828, 

28,205,523  64 

1804, 

11,098,565  33 

1829, 

22,681,965  91 

1805, 

12,936,487  04 

1830, 

21,922,391  39 

1806, 

14,667,698  17 

1831, 

24,224,441  77 

1807, 

15,845,521  61 

1832, 

28,465,237  24 

1808, 

16,363,550  58 

1833, 

29,032,508  91 

1809, 

7,296,020  58 

1834, 

16,214,957  15 

1810, 

8,583,809  31 

1835, 

19,391,810  59 

1811, 

13,313,222  73 

1836, 

23,000,000  00 

1812, 

8,958,777  53 

1813, 

13,224,623  25 

« 

'682,547,842  84 

1814, 

5,998,772  08 

*  To  which  may  be  added  Uie  n 

peosea  ofcollectloo  for  40  yoars. 

SPECIE  C 

IRCULAR 

ft 

Circular  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  Reeeiters 
of  Public  Money  and  to  the  Depoaite  Banks, 

TREAsvar  DxFAaTXi2rT» 

July  11,  1836. 

In  consequence  of  complaints  which  have  been  made  of 
frauds,  speculations,  and  monopolies,  in  the  purchase  of  the 
public  lands,  and  the  aid  which  is  said  to  be  given  to  effect 
these  objects  by  excessive  bank  credits,  and  dangerous  if 
not  partial  facilities,  through  bank  drafts  and  bank  depos« 
ites,  and  ihe  general  evil  influence  likely  to  result  to  the 
public  interests,  and  especially  the  safety  of  the  great 
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ainmint  of  money  in  the  Treasury,  and  the  sound  condi- 
tion of  the  currency  of  the  country  from  the  further  ex- 
change of  the  national  domain  in  this  manner,  and  chiefly 
for  bank  credita  and  paper  money,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  has  given  directions,  and  you  are  hereby  in- 
structed, aAer  the  15th  dayof  August  next,  to  receivt  in 
payment  of  the  public  lands  nothing  except  what  is  direct- 
ed by  the  existing  laws,  viz :  gold  and  silver,  and,  io  the 
proper  cases,  Virginia  land  scrip;  provided  that,  till  the 
ISUi  of  December  next,  the  same  indulgences  heretofore 
extended,  as  to  the  kind  of  money  received,  may  be  cohtin- 
ued  for  any  quantity  of  land  not  exceeding  320  acres  to 
each  purchaser  who  is  an  actual  settler,  or  bonafide  resi- 
dent in  the  State  where  the  sales  are  made. 

In  order  to  insure  the  faithful  execution  of  these  instruc- 
tions, all  receivers  are  strictly  prohibited  from  accepting,  for 
land  sold,  any  draft,  certificate,  or  other  evidence  of  money, 
or  deposite,  though  for  specie,  unless  signed  by  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  United  States,  in  conformity  to  the  act  of  April 
24,  1820.  And  each  of  those  officers  is  required  to  annex 
to  his  monthly  returns  to  this  Department  the  amount  of 
gold  and  of  silver,  respectively,  as  well  as  the  bills,  received 
under  the  foregoing  exception ;  and  each  deposite  bank  is 
required  to  annex  to  every  certificate  given  upon  a  deposite 
of  money,  the  proportions  of  it  actually  paid  in  gold,  in 
stiver,  and  in  bank  notes.  All  former  instructions  on  these 
subjects,  except  as  now  modified,  will  be  considered  as  re- 
maining in  full  force. 

The  principal  objects  of  the  President  in  adopting  this' 
measure  being  to  repress  alleged  frauds,  and  to  withhold 
any  countenance  or  facilities  in  the  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment from  the  monopoly  of  the  public  lands  in  the  hands 
of  speculators  and  capitalists,  to  the  injury  of  the  actual 
settlers  in  the  new  States,  and  of  emigrants  in  search  of 
new  homes,  as  well  as  to  discourage  the  ruinous  extension 
of  bank  issues  and  bank  credits,  by  which  those  results 
are  generally  supposed  to  be  promoted,  your  utmost  vigi- 
lance is  required,  and  relied  on,  to  carry  this  order  into 
complete  execution.  LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 


APPORTIONMENT  OF  THE  SURPLUS, 


TnsAsvBT  Departxext, 

January  3,  1837. 

8i&  :  I  seize  the  earliest  occasion  to  inform  Congress  of 
the  measures  adopted  by  this  Department  since  the  let  in- 
stant, in  compliance  with  tlie  1 3th  section  of  the  act  regu- 
lating *<the  depositee  of  the  public  money.*' 

The  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  that  day,  which  was  sub- 
ject to  be  apportioned  among  the  diflfercnt  States,  has,  on 
the  principles  of  the  act,  as  construed  by  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, and  explained  in  my  last  annual  report,  been  ascer- 
tained to  be  $37,468,859  97. 

The  division  of  this  sum,  in  detail,  among  the  several 
States,  may  be  seen  in  the  document  annexed,  and,  inclu- 
ding Michigan,  equals  $127,445  10  to  each  electoral  vote. 

In  consequence  of  the  proceedings  of  the  last  convention 
in  Michigan,  and  the  views  expressed  concerning  them  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  his  recent  message 
communicating  those  proceedings  to  Congress,  together 
with  the  provisions  of  the  bill  now  pending  in  one  Hou6e 
on  this  question,  the  Department  has  supposed  her  situa- 
tion so  far  changed  since  November  as  to  justify  the  assign- 
ment to  her  of  a  share  of  the  public  deposites,  subject, 
however,  entirely  to  the  future  decision  of  Congress  upon 
the  propriety  of  this  step. 

The  payment  of  the  share  assigned  to  Michigan  will, 
therefore,  be  postponed  till  some  expression  of  opinion  shall 
be  given  by  Congress,  which  may  either  sanction  its  being 
made  to  her  in  the  same  manner  as  to  the  other  States,  or 


require  its  division  among  the  other  Stales  id  addition  to 
the  sums  which  have  already  been  apportioned  to  tbcm. 

Twelve  of  the  Stafes  have  communicated  thor  accept- 
ance of  the  terms  of  the  ac^  and  accordingly  taransfeti, 
equal  in  amount  to  the  first  quarterly  deponta  required 
under  the  law,  are  now  issuing  in  favor  of  their  respecii%« 
agents.     Which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretory  of  the  TVeatury. 
To  the  Hon.  Jamss  K.  Polk, 

Speaker  of  the  Houn  of  ReprtaentativeM. 

Apportionment  among  the  aeveral  States  of  the  Puhiv 
Money  remaining  in  the  TVtaBitry  on  the  1st  JamtarVf 
1887,  excepting  five  millions  ofaoUars, 


Slates. 

Na  elecunl 

Amount  to  be  deport^i 

vot«s. 

during  the  yrv  IS: 

Maine          -        -         - 

10 

$1,274,451  €: 

New  Hampshire  - 

7 

892,115  71 

Massachusetts 

14 

1,784,231  i^ 

Rhode  Island 

4 

509,780  41 

Vermont      -         -        - 

.     7 

892,115  71 

Connecticut 

« 

1,019,560  bl 

New  York  - 

42 

5,353,694  t4 

New  Jersey 

8 

1,019,560  SI 

Pennsylvania 

30 

3,823,353  C^ 

Delaware     ... 

3 

382,335  Si 

Maryland     ... 

10 

1,274,451  Cr: 

Virginia      -        -        - 

23 

2,931,227  ^i 

North  Carolina    - 

}5 

1,911,676  hi 

South  Carolina     - 

11 

1,401,896  i: 

Georgia       -        -        - 

11 

1,401,896  V: 

Alabama      ... 

7 

892,115  7, 

Missit^sippi  ... 

4 

609,780  41 

Louisiana    ... 

5 

637,225  V 

Missouri      ... 

4 

609,730  45 

Kentucky    -        -        _ 

15 

1,911,676  e^- 

Tennessee   -         -         - 

15 

1,911,676  53 

Ohio  .... 

21 

2.676,347  14 

Indiana        ... 

9 

1,147,005  r. 

Illlnoiii         ... 

5 

637,225  cl 

Arkansas     ... 

3 

382,335  S: 

Michigan     ... 

3 

382.335  SI 

$37,466,859  ?r 

Statement  of  the  payments  made  to  the  States  of  Ohio,  k" 
(liana,  Alabama^  Missouri,  Illinois,  Mississippi,  Lemir- 
ana,  and  Arkansas,  out  of  the  5  per  eent»  of  the  nfii 
proceeds  of  the  fates  of  land  within  their  re»peetite  lir-* 
Hs;  prepared  in  pursuance  of  a  resohttion  of  (he  H^ti 
of  Representatives  of  the  ^^tn  Decern  ber^  1686. 


Slates. 

ProponkMiof 
5  ]^r  ct.  laud. 

Amount  pond 

Ohio  - 

Indiana 

Alabama 

Missouri 

Illinois 

Mississippi 

Louisisna 

Arkansas 

1    1    I    1    •    1    1    1 

3  per  cent 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
5  per  cent. 
3  per  cent. 

$464,366  :<: 

388,102  6 
301,80§  ^3 
146,920  t*' 
260,32R  1-; 
338,808  f« 
106,535    ? 
4,790  •* 

$2,01l,67a  fS 

Tbkasvrt  Dbpartkbxt, 

Rkoister's  Ovficb,  December  29,  1836. 

T.  L.  smith,  Regi^tT. 
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CLAIM  OF  UNITED  STATES  ON  U.  S.  BANK. 

Report  of  the  Seereia^  of  the  Treasury,  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  eiaim  of  the  United   States  against  the 
United  States  Bank,  4-e. 

TrXASURT  DSPAKTXXITT, 

January  30,  1837. 

Sir:  In  conformity  with  the  suggestion  contained  in 
my  last  annaal  report,  I  proceed  to  submit  a  statement  of 
the  further  proceedings  which  have  been  had  for  a  settle- 
ment of  the  claims  of  the  United  States  against  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  chartered  by  Congress. 

At  that  time,  this  Department  flattered  itself  with  hopes 
that  the  gentlemen  engaged  in  this  business,  on  the  part 
of  the  Government,  would  be  able  to  induce  the  commit- 
tee, acting  on  the  part  of  the  bonk,  to  agree  with  them  os 
to  the  value  of  the  stock  owned  by  the  United  States  on 
the  3d  of  March  last,  as  well  as  the  proper  periods  for  pay- 
ing into  the  Treasury  what  was  then  due  the  United  States, 
on  account  of  it«  large  share  in  the  capital  stock  of  the 
bonk,  with  the  rate  of  interest  and  kind  of  security  proper 
under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case.   « 

But  it  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  these  hopes  have 
been  disappointed. 

The  detailed  report  of  the  agents  or  commissioners  ap- 
pointed by  this  Department,  with  the  documents  annexed, 
is  herewith  submitted  to  Congress.  It  presents  a  clear 
and  succinct  history  of  the  efforts  made  by  them,  first  to 
procure  a  payment  in  part  of  the  amount  due  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  before  the  Ist  of  January,  1837,  (the  just  ex- 
tent of  which  thry  considered  to  have  been  about  four  mil- 
lions of  dollars,)  and  aAerwards  to  be  continued  by  pay- 
ments in  such  other  instalments,  at  subsequent  periods,  as 
the  collections  and  assets  of  the  bank  might  appear  to  justi- 
fy. But,  as  will  be  seen,  the  payment  of  any  sum  what- 
ever, in  1836,  was  declined  by  the  bank.  The  alleged 
grounds  on  which  the  refusal  rested,  with  the  opinions  of 
the  commissioners  as  to  their  insufficiency,  are  fully  ex- 
hibited in  the  documents  before  named. 

The  efforts  which  were  next  made  to  agree  with  the 
committee  of  the  bank,  as  to  the  actual  value  of  its  stock 
on  the  3d  of  March,  1836,  with  a  view  to  a  settlement  on 
the  ba^ds  of  that  value,  it  will  be  further  seen,  have  proved 
altogether  ineffectual. 

The  first  committee  appointed  by  the  bank  had  estimated 
the  value  at  only  $111  47|VoVf  V^'  share. 

But  errors  were  discovered  in  their  statements  and  esti- 
mates, which  induced  the  second  committee  of  the  bank  to 
agree  to  raise  the  valuation  to  $1 11  37  per  share. 

The  commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  Government, 
however,  were  satisfied  that,  upon  the  materials  furnished 
by  t  jie  bank,  and  on  the  data  and  reasoning  which  they 
have  so  ably  presented  in  their  report,  the  true  valuation 
ought  to  be  at  least  $1 18  53  per  share. 

Taking  former  estimates,  as  exhibited  on  other  occa- 
sions hy  the  bank  itself  with  the  subsequent  profits,  the 
value  would  now  ba  computed  to  equal  |130  per  share. 

This  Utter  sum  would  be  higher  than  the  views  of  the 
present  committee  of  the  bank,  by  an  amount  on  the  stock 
of  the  United  States  alone,  of  more  than  $1,000,000  ;  and 
exceeds  the  sum  which  the  commissioners  proposed  to  ac- 
cept, on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  quite  ^788,585. 
The  commissioners  abo  differ  from  the  present  committee 
as  to  the  whole  value  of  the  stock  of  the  United  States, 
nearly  $242,000,  independent  of  the  claim  about  the  divi- 
dends withheld  on  account  of  the  bill  of  exchange  drawn 
on  France. 

Under  such  a  disparity  of  opinions,  little  prospect  of  an 
amicable  arrangement  seemed  to  remain,  though  further 
efforts  were  made  to  effect  one,  by  propositions  to  extend 
the  time  o^fwymont  by  several  instalments ;  and  to  fix  the 


interest  at  a  lower  and  different  rate  from  that  which  had 
been  allowed  to  the  bank  itself,  in  computing  the  value  of 
its  own  securities,  and  much  lower  than  any  market  rate 
of  interest  in  this  country  at  the  present  period.  The 
bank  itself,  in  selling  out  its  branches  some  time  since,  had 
never  given  credit  at  so  low  a  rate ;  and  paid,  in  addition, 
commissions  for  collection  and  guaranty,  as  was  proposed 
to  be  done  in  the  present  instance  by  the  United  States. 
The  committee  of  the  bank  evinced  a  willingness  to  allow 
a  larger  amount  upon  each  share,  approaching  the  sum 
fixed  by  the  commissionera,  if  the  payments  were  long  de- 
layed, and  the  rate  of  interest  was  reduced  from  six  to  five 
per  cent. ;  while  the  commissioners  contended,  and  justly, 
that  if  the  rate  of  interest  was  reduced,  the  gross  value  of 
each  share  should  be  increased  still  further,  or  any  com- 
mbsions  for  collection  and  guaranty  should  be  relinquished, 
as  had  been  required  by  the  bank  itself  to  be  done  in  the 
sales  of  its  branches. 

Being  unable  to  arrive  at  any  conclusion  mutually  satis- 
factory, in  which  the  value  of  the  shares  to  be  paid  by  in- 
stalments with  6  per  cent,  interest  did  not  differ  from  the 
offers  made  by  Uie  committee  of  the  bank  by  about 
$242,900  upon  the  amount  of  the  stock  held  by  the  Uni- 
ted States,  besides  the  dividends  withheld,  and  not  being 
willing  to  recommend  so  large  a  sacrifice  as  that,  the  com  • 
missioners  have  reported  the  result  of  their  whole  proceed- 
ings to  this  Department. 

For  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  commutsiouers,  in  con- 
nexion with  their  high  character  and  capacity  for  forming 
a  correct  opinion  on  this  subject,  and  considering  the 
thorough  investigation  which  they  have  made  of  all  the 
facts  and  principles  of  the  case,  this  Department  feels  no 
hesitancy  in  approving  the  course  they  have  pursued  and 
the  opinions  they  have  expressed. 

Anxious  as  this  Department  has  be€>n  to  obtain  early  pay- 
ments in  part  of  the  amount  due  from  the  bank,  and,  after 
failing  in  that,  to  obtain  specific  offers  for  an  arrangement 
which  might  be  just  to  tlie  United  States,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  not  hard  or  embarrassing  towards  the  bank,  the  mi- 
dersigned  feels  muah  disappointment  that  no  further  pros- 
pect appears  of  being  able  to  effect  any  adjustment  with 
the  bank,  which  shall  not  require  the  relinquishment  of 
either  principal  or  interest,  amounting  to  'something  like 
$242,000,  besides  four  fifths  of  the  dividends  withheld  by 
the  bank  on  account  of  the  bill  of  exchange  on  the  French 
Government,  equal  to  about  $136,000  more. 

It  is  much  regretted  that  neither  the  bank  nor  its  trustee 
has  yet  communicated  the  information  which  this  Depart- 
ment has  twice  requested  under  the  act  of  Congress  passed 
at  the  last  session,  in  order  that  the  Government  might  l>e 
better  enabled  to  decide  upon  the  true  value  of  the  stock, 
as  well  as  what  portion  ought,  before  this  time,  to  have 
been  paid  over  to  the  United  States,  and  to  know  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  trust  has  been  conducted  in  relation  to 
the  assets,  in  which  the  Government  is  so  deeply  interested. 
The  difficulties  in  making  a  satisfactory  estimate  have  been 
increased  by  the  course  adopted  by  the  bank,  in  not  closing 
its  concerns  on  the  3d  of  March  last,  at  the  expiration  of 
its  charter,  in  the  customary  msnner ;  or,  at  least,  in  not 
requiring  new  books  and  accounts  to  be  opened  by  its 
trustee,  and  in  not  retaining  or  cancelling  its  redeemed  cir- 
culation, instead  of  reissuing  it  after  the  transactions  of  i«:e 
bank  chartered  by  Congress  had  ceased,  and  those  owning 
one  fifth  part  of  its  whole  stock  had  been  expressly  exclu- 
ded from  any  participation  in  the  new  corporation,  to  which 
its  assets  had  been  transferred. 

Under  these  circumstances,  without  going  into  further 
details,  this  Department  would  respectfully  represent  to 
Congress,  that,  under  the  act  of  the  23d  June  last,  relating 
to  this  subject,  every  step  has  been  promptly  taken  which 
seemed  to  bid  fair  to  obtain  offers  and  estimates,  as  well  as 
the  neceasary  information  for  acting  on  them,  which  might 
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lead  to  an  amicaMe  adjustment  of  all  the  claims  of  the  \ 
United  States.  But  the  probabilities  of  effecting  any  such 
adjustment,  without  the  loss  or  sacrifice  of  nearly  $878,000, 
have  ceased ;  and,  without  the  express  direction  of  Con* 
gress,  after  the  consideration  of  the  facts  and  inferences  con- 
tained in  the  report  of  the  commissionerB  and  the  accompa* 
nying  documents,  it  does  not  feel  justified  in  acceding 
hereafter  to  any  adjustment  materially  different  in  principle 
or  amount  from  that  recommended  by  them. 

Unless,  therefore,  Congress  shall  think  proper  to  give 
some  direction,  or  the  bank  at  an  early  day  make  some 
such  ofier,  this  Department  can  perceive  no  other  course  to 
be  pursued,  with  justice  to  the  United  States,  or  consistent 
with  its  public  duty,  except  to  place  the  whole  subject  in 
charge  of  the  proper  officers  of  the  Government,  for  prose^ 
cuting  the  public  rights  before  the  proper  legal  tribunals, 
with  respect  to  the  matters  in  controversy  and  the  several 
claims  existing  against  the  bank. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  LEVI  WOODBURY. 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

Hon.  Jamxs  K.  Polk, 

Speaker  of  the  Hou$e  of  Repreeentativea, 


Report  on  the  debts  and  effeets  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  value  of  its  capital  stock  on  the  Zd 
March,  1836. 

Wasuixotok,  January  25,  1837. 

SiK :  In  pursuance  of  your  letter  of  the  2l8t  September, 
1836,  (see  Appendix,  No.  8,)  enclosing  the  report  of  the 
joint  committees  of  the  late  and  present  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  relative  to  the  debts  and  effects  of  the  bank  on  the 
3d  March,  1836,  and  requesting  us  to  examine  the  ma- 
terials on  which  that  report  is  founded,  and  to  make  in- 
quiry on  the  addition al  topics  pointed  out  by  you,  the  un- 
dersigned, and  Mr.  Lawrence,  of  New  York,  assembled  in 
Philadelphia  on  the  30th  of  that  month.  Mr.  Lawrence 
continued  to  act  with  us  until  the  Ist  November,  when  he 
conceived  it  expedient,  in  reference  to  his  nomination  as 
an  elector  of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  relinquish  the  present  appointment. 

On  the  let  October  we  were  met  by  Messrs.  Caleb 
Cope,  Richard  Price,  and  Robert  Toland,  a  committee  on 
behalf  of  the  bank.  We  informed  them  that,  in  conform- 
ity with  the  suggestions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
in  hid  letter  of  the  lOth  September,  1836,  to  the  presi- 
dent of  the  bank,  wo  had  been  appointed  to  make  the  in- 
vestigation therein  referred  to,  so  as  to  arrive  at  the  proper 
basis  of  a  settlement  between  the  Government  and  the 
bank ;  and  that  we  were  desirous,  after  mutual  consulta- 
tion, to  agree,  if  practicable,  fn  one  view  of  the  subject,  or 
of  any  important  parts  of  it,  and  report  to  the  Department 
accordingly.  This  letter,  and  the  correspondence  accom- 
panying it,  (Appendix,  Nos.  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7»)  wcie  read 
at  our  first  meeting,  in  order  that  the  views  entertained  by 
the  Treasury  Department,  and  the  nature,  character,  and 
extent  of  the  inquiries  which  it  was  contemplated  mutually 
to  make,  might  be  fully  understood  at  the  outset. 

In  pursuing  this  object,  it  was  considered  proper,  in  the 
first  place,  to  examine  the  details  of  the  statement  furnish- 
ed of  the  debts  and  efi'ects  of  the  bank  on  the  3d  March, 
1836,  in  order  to  know,  as  far  as  could  be,  the  actual 
amount  of  its  property  and  its  liabilities  on  that  day ;  in 
the  second  place,  to  ascertain  how  much  of  that  property 
liad  been  since  collected,  and  what  portion  of  those  liabili- 
ties had  been  since  paid ;  and,  in  the  third  place,  to  deter- 
mine whether  it  would  be  most  expedient  that  periodical 
payments  on  the  share  of  the  United  States  should  be 
made  to  the  Treasury,  to  the  extent  of  the  nett  collections 
which  had  accrued  since  the  3d  March,  and  might  in 
future  accrue ;  or  that  a  specific  amount  should  be  fixed 


upon  as  the  estimated  value  of  the  wh<4e  propertj  on  tbi 
day,  with  an  arrangement  for  the  payment  of  the  share  of 
the  Uniteid  States  in  such  proportions,  at  such  future  timei, 
on  such  rates  of  interest,  and  with  such  secoritv,  u  might 
be  agreed  on. 

In  this  course  the  committee  acquiesced;  and,  forth* 
purpose  of  pursuing  it,  several  conferences  took  place  be- 
tween us  at  the  Bank  of  ihe  United  States,  where  the  boob 
and  papers  were  submitted  to  our  inspection,  and  the  lid 
of  the  officers  of  the  institution  was  afforded.  Ob  thoae 
points  of  inquiry  about  which  information  could  not  be 
furnished  at  the  time,  a  memorandum  was  \t&  with  the 
committee,  and  replies  were  subsequently  couuDOiiicated. 
(Appendix,  No.  13.) 

1 .  In  proceeding  to  examine  the  report,  we  comptml  the 
state  of  die  bank  on  which  that  report  had  been  foonded, 
(Appendix,  No.  85,)  with  the  balances  of  the  tecouDteao 
the  general  leger,  and  with  the  several  office  statementi  which 
had  been  selected  by  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  hani^i 
in  forming  the  report,  on  account,  as  they  alleged,  of  the:r 
proximity  to  the  3d  March.  The  latest  semi-toncal  n* 
timates  of  losses  on  suspended  debt,  on  real  estate,  and  opoo 
banking-houses,  made  up  at  the  bank  and  at  its  offices. 
were  aubmitted  to  our  inspection ;  and,  also,  lome  of  the 
previous  periodical  returns,  for  the  satia&ction  oft  comfftr- 
ative  view.  Afler  this  investigation,  we  found  oanAw 
under  the  necessity  of  applying  for  various  explanationi  (rf 
matter  of  account,  which  were  furnished  to  us  by  the  col^ 
mittee  and  the  officers  of  the  bank.  They  form  part  of  the 
documents  annexed  to  this  report.  It  will  !«  leen  ih^ 
they  present  a  number  of  errors,  to  amounts  of  concidenhie 
magnitude,  in  the  accounts  of  suspended  debts,  real  ettBie. 
losses  chargeable  to  the  contingent  fund,  and  in  rclitionto 
the  banking-houses.  (Appendix,  Nos.  87,  38,  43, 4J, 
45.)  We  are  not,  however,  aware  that  tbeee  erron  «*• 
terially  affect  the  value  of  the  stock,  except  in  the  iccovot 
of  banking-houses,  which  will  be  afterwards  adverted  to- 

2.  At  a  very  early  period  of  our  iiivestigatione,  it  hecaoe 
apparent  to  us  that  the  principal  object  of  our  inquirr  oo:ii 
to  be  to  ascertain  accurately  how  much  of  the  effectci  ot  it*' 
bank,  on  the  3d  March,  1836,  had  been  since  thit  lis^' 
actually  realized,  and  how  much  of  its  liabilities  paid.  A; 
a  period  of  seven  months  had  elapsed  since  that  dav,  i' 
was  evident  that  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  aacuc- 
which  must  have  been,  and  had  been  actnalW,  collectn 
out  of  personal  securities,  domestic  bills,  and  other  aflrt> 
on  hand  at  the  expiration  of  the  charter,  and  inunediat^ 
or  shortly  available ;  of  the  depoeites  then  held  hj  ^ 
bank,  which  had  been  since  paid ;  of  the  notes  then  in  cir- 
culation, which  had  been  since  redeemed ;  of  the  cxpcox* 
that  had  been  since  incurred ;  and  of  any  other  dais^ 
which  had  been  smce  actually  paid  by  the  h»titsticr« 
would  have  exhibited,  in  the  plainest  and  simpleit  ™*^) 
the  proportional  share  of  the  funds  collected,  which  oof^' 
to  be  paid  into  the  Treasury. 

Of  the  total  amount  of  assets  on  that  day,  ^ 
$76,670,393  08,  it  appears  that  $5,596,077  «5  conarfw 
of  specie  on  hand  ;  $7,188,181  80  of  notes  and  deiti  * 
State  b&nks,  which  the  committee  considered  a*  ^^ 
paid ;  $5,353,469  43  of  notes  discounted  on  bank  ^offc 
and  other  securities,  which  were,  of  course,  imroeditt- .* 
available,  and  about  the  value  of  which  there  coald  be  e- 
doubt;  of  the  residue  of  the  total  assets,  $33,572,966  4" 
were  bills  discounted  and  domestic  bills  of  exchangf)  ^^  - 
were  considered  in  the  report  as  falling  due,  on  an  averts* 
in  forty-four  days  and  a  half  after  the  3d  March.  Toih^ 
sums  we  added  $5,436,083  09  of  loans  drawing  int««^ 
in  consequence  of  their  being  stated,  in  the  report,  tt;  l^ 
either  *«  payable  on  demand,"  or  «« when  due  inimale"*'^ 
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▼ery  large  proportion  of  it  was  eTidently  of  a  natare  to  have  | 
been  easily  collected. 

In  forming,  therefore,  the  proper  basis  of  a  settlement 
between  the  Oovernnoent  and  the  bank,  it  appeared  to  tis 
moat  proper,  as  a  first  step,  to  ascertain  the  portion  of  the 
funds,  actually  collected,  which  belonged  to  the  United 
States.  This  course,  too,  seemed  to  be  most  in  accordance 
with  the  views  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his 
letter  to  the  president  of  the  bank  on  the  19th  September, 
as  well  as  in  the  instructions  to  ourselves,  in  which  he 
frequently  expresses  his  anxiety  for  an  early  payment  or 
dividend  on  account. 

It  was  our  first  desire  to  direct  our  examination  to  this 
object,  but  the  books  of  the  bank  did  not  furnish  us  with 
thu  information.    It  appeared  that  the  bank  had,  on  the  2d 
March,  made  a  transfer  of  all  its  funds  to  the  Bank,  of  the 
United  States  chartered  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
(Appendix,  No.  83.)    No  accounts  of  the  bank  were  sub- 
sequently kept ;  the  old  books  had  never  been  posted  up 
since  the  3d  March ;  the  usual  monthly  statements  of  its 
af&irs  were  not  made  out ;  and  no  existing  accounts  of  the 
institution  enabled  us  to  ascertain  what  amounts  of  notes 
and  bills  belonging  to  it  on  that  day  had  been  since  paid, 
renewed,  or  protested.     (Appendix,  Nos.  18,  20.)     Nor 
was  this  all :  the  bank  was  not  in  fact  closed  when  its 
charter  terminated;  no  winding  up  of  its  business  took 
place  on  the  3d  March ;  its  accounts  were  carried  on,  with- 
00 1  interruption*  previously  and  subsequently  to  that  day ; 
and  its  semi-annual  settlement  on  the  1st  July,  1836,  em- 
braced the  entire  transactions  from  the  1st  January  prece- 
ding, without  xefeience  to  the  change  that  had  occurred  in 
the  mean  time.     We  were  informed  by  the  committee  that 
it  would  be  possible  to  trace  the  business  of  the  bank 
through  the  books  of  the  new  corporation,  to  which  it  had 
been  transferred,  though  it  would  require  the  labor  gf  some 
months ;  but  as  it  was  apparent  that  this  business  had  not 
been  wound  up,  but,  on  the  contrary,  had  been  blended 
with  the  affairs  of  the  new  institution,  such  a  course,  inde- 
pendent of  the  necessary  delay,  could  not  have  furnished 
the  requisite  information. 

Though  an  exact  ascertainment  of  the  sum  due  at  this 
time  vras  thus  rendered  impossible,  yet  a  payment  of  the 
dividend  belonging  to  the  United  States,  after  deducting 
the  disbarsements  from  the  receipts  of  the  last  seven 
months,  was  a  preliminary  step  in  our  proceedings,  so  ob- 
vious, as  well  as  so  much  in  accordance  with  the  views 
herelofore  communicated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  the  bmvk,  that  we  proposed  it  to  the  committee,  and 
asked  from  them  a  payment  into  the  Treasury,  to  that 
extenty  at  the  earliest  convenient  day.  It  appeared  to  us 
that  m  sum  little  short  of  four  millions  of  dollars  might 
have  been  paid  into  the  Treasury  by  the  1st  of  January, 
1 837.  We  have  already  seen  that,  of  the  aggregate  assets 
»f  the  bank,  a  sum  of  $57, 145,778  03  appeared  to  be  due, 
sccording  to  its  own  report.  By  the  same  document,  it 
i^ill  be  seen  that  the  total  amount  of  its  liabilities  on  that 
lay  amounted  to  only  $29,253,610  27.  Of  this,  the  sum 
3f  S3 1»  109,352  23  consisted  of  notes  in  circulation; 
Sf>,2%0,839  43  of  deposites  and  debts  to  State  banks  and 
'oTeign  bankers ;  $120,621  87  of  funds  for  the  redemption 
>f  public  debt;  and  $263,937  43  of  dividends  unclaimed. 
These,  together,  make  au  aggregate  of  liabilities,  on  3d 
If  arch,  of  $27,704,740  96 ;  which,  after  retaining  a  sum 
lutHcient  to  cover  the  entire  amount  of  the  outstanding 
i^tes  in  circulation,  deposites,  and  debts  paid  or  unpaid, 
vould  leave  a  surplus  of  $29,441,037  07  for  distribution. 
if  a  further  deduction  be  made  of  the  sum  of  $1,548,869  31, 
^tutecl  to  be  due  from  the  bank  and  its  offices  to  themselves, 
>f  w'hich  explanation  h]|d  not  then  been  furnished,  and  it 
*e  include  among  the  actual  debts  of  the  bank,  there 
n»uld  still  be  left  a  surplus  of  $27,892,167  76.  from 
hiB  flurplvs  we  struck  off  the  sum  of  $7,892, 167  76,  in 


order  to  make  the  fullest  allowance  for  omissions  or  mis- 
calculations, and  alleged,  as  we  think  most  reasonably, 
that  twenty  millions  of  dollars  ought  to  be  estimated  to 
have  been  collected  from  the  assets  of  the  bank  in  the 
course  of  seven  months. 

Under  these  circumstances,  we  thought  that  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  representing  about  one  fifth  of  the  capi- 
tal stock  of  the  late  bank,  was  entitled  to  have  rcceivoJ  a 
dividend  of  nearly  four  millions  of  dollars  before  the  1st 
January,  1837.  But  when  the  nature  of  the  allowances 
taken  into  this  calculation  is  considered,  when  the  actual 
payments  and  probable  collections  of  the  bank  since  the  3d 
March  are  examined,  such  an  expectation  is  seen  to  be 
still  more  reasonable.  In  estimating  that  the  surplus  on 
hand  should  have  been  $27,892,167  76,  the  bank  was  al- 
lowed to  retain  the  whole  amount  of  its  liabilities,  of  every 
kind,  although,  even  supposing  the  entire  amount  of  its 
deposites  and  other  debts  had  been  paid,  it  is  yet  admitted 
that  $10,573,737  of  its  circulation  and  dividends  remained 
unredeemed  and  unclaimed,  and  that,  therefore,  its  actual 
payments  since  the  3d  March  were  not,  by  one  third,  so 
much  as  we  allowed.  On  the  other  hand,  in  estimating 
the  surplus  as  we  did,  we  excluded  entirely  from  the  re- 
ceipts of  the  bank  all  its  collections  on  account  of  its  sus- 
pended debts,  real  estate,  and  banking-houses,  though 
these  had  been  considerable  during  the  intervening  period, 
and  confined  ourselves  to  those  sources  which  were  certain 
and  immediately  available.     (Appendix,  No.  19.) 

To  have  made  a  payment  of  four  millions,  then,  on  the 
Ist  of  January,  out  of  assets  of  such  a  nature,  would  cer- 
tainly have  required  no  extraordinary  rapidity  of  collection 
during  the  interval  that  had  elapsed  since  the  termination 
of  the  charter.  Out  of  the  seventy-six  millions  of  assets, 
(estimated  by  the  bank  itself,  after  every  allowance  for 
loss,  guaranty,  and  expenses,  as  worth  sixty-eight  mil- 
lions,) it  was  necessary  to  collect  thirty-eight  millions,  or 
fifty  per  cent;  and,  of  this  thirty-eight  millions,  the 
bank  had  on  hand  cash,  consisting  of  specie,  notes,  and 
debts  of  State  banks,  which  the  committee  consider  as 
paid,  to  the  amount  of  twelve  millions  eight  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Our  impression  that  such  a  dividend  might  have  been 
made,  under  such  circumstances,  was  strengthened  by  the 
fact  that  the  former  Bank  of  the  United  Stales  paid  over 
to  its  stockholders  seventy  per  cent,  of  its  capital  within 
fifteen  months  from  the  expiration  of  the  charter,  besides 
meeting  all  the  intermediate  claims  arising  from  its  out- 
standing liabilities.  The  case  of  that  institution,  too,  was 
one  of  actual  collection  and  dividend  to  the  whole  amount, 
while  in  this  instance  they  would  have  been  merely  nom- 
inal beyond  the  four  millions  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  since  all  the  funds,  debts,  securities,  and  business 
of  the  bank,  were  transferred  to  and  continued  by  the 
new  institution. 

To  our  proposal,  made  under  these  circumstances,  that 
the  bank  should  make  a  payment  into  the  Treasury  on  ac- 
count, the  committee  replied,  that  the  aggregate  collections 
since  the  3d  March  had  been  only  $22,727,579  60,  in- 
cluding the  specie  on  hand ;  and  as  their  liabilities,  for 
which  they  held  themselves  responsible  on  demand, 
amounted  to  $26,998,606  49,  they  had  only  to  say  that 
the  amount  collected  not  being  enough  to  pay  the  charges, 
they  had  no  surplus  to  divide.  (Appendix,  No.  ,20.) 
The  amount  stated  to  be  collected  did  not  appear,  howev- 
er, to  be  presented  by  the  committee  as  a  sum  actually  as- 
certained, but  as  a  matter  of  estimate  or  calculation.  The 
committee  entered  into  an  elaborate  argument  to  show  that 
it  would  have  been  impossible,  without  great  hazard,  to 
make  collections,  since  the  expiration  of  the  charter,  to  an 
amount  sufficient  to  pay  any  dividend  into  the  Treasury. 
Our  reasons  for  coming  to  a  different  conclusion  have  been 
stated :  they  are  founded  on  the  character  of  the  assets  and 
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UabilitieB  of  the  bank,  as  given  in  its  own  report ;  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  be  enabled  to  judge  of  their 
force.  , 

3.  The  committee  having  finally  and  explicitly  informed 
us  that  not  enough  had  been  collected,  since  the  expiration 
of  the  charter,  to  pay  the  charges,  and  that  therefore,  as 
yet,  there  was  no  surplus  to  divide,  we  were  of  course 
obliged  to  forego  our  wbh  to  make  tlie  actual  receipts  the 
bases  of  settlement,  and  resort  to  what  alone  was  left — an 
examination  of  the  estimated  value  of  the  shares  of  the 
bank  on  the  3d  of  March,  1836.  (Appendix,  Nos.  21 
and  22.) 

This  value  was  estimated  by  the  committee,  according 
to  the  report  of  the  bank,  to  be  $1 1 1  47  per  share.  They 
estimated  the  nett  value  of  the  assets  on  the  3d  of  March 
at  $68,268,740  63,  and  the  debts  due  on  that  day  at 
$29,253,610  27,  leaving  a  difterence  of  $39,016,130  36  ; 
which,  divided  among  the  350,000  shares  constituting  the 
capital  stock,  makes  the  value  of  each  share,  on  the  3d  of 
March,  $111  47.  The  whole  amount  due  on  the  68,752 
shares  belonging  to  the  United  States  was,  therefore,  esti- 
mated at  $7,663,909  26.  Of  this  sum,  $80,210  67  had 
already  been  passed  to  their  eredit ;  leaving  to  be  still  paid, 
or  secured  to  the  Government,  the  further  sum  of 
$7,683,698  59. 

The  estimate  thus  made  on  behalf  of  the  bank  was 
founded  on  the  following  principles : 

The  total  amount  of  assets,  which  was  $76,570,393  08, 
consisted  of  the  following  ilems : 

1.  Specie  -  •  -  $5,595i077  26 

2.  Bonds  and  mortgages  -  56,037  67 

3.  Foreign  bills  of  exchange         -  1,303  95 

4.  Cash  notes  of  State  banks        -^  2,229,947  05 

5.  Debts  of  State  banks  -  -  4,958,234  75 

6.  Domestic  bills  of  exchange      -  16,413,144  26 

7.  Notes  discounted  on  personal 

security         -  -  -  17,169,822  20 

8.  Notes  discounted  on  bank  stock  1,291,915  72 

9.  Notes  discounted  on  other  se- 
curities ...  4,061,553  71 

it).  Loans  on  bank  stock   -  -  1,761,100  00 

11.  Loans  on  other  securities         •  13,222,567  37 

12.  Debt  of  navy  agent  at  Norfolk  40,144  17 

13.  Cost  of  banking-houses  -  729,170  58 

14.  Suspended  debt  and  real  estate  4,413,338  80 

15.  Bad  debts,   disallowances,  and 

deficiencies     -  -  -  4,470,187  44 

16.  Expenses        ...  166,803  16 

$76,570,393  08 


From  this  aggregate  sum,  it  was  proposed,  in  the  first 
place,  to  deduct  all  those  allowances  which  were  consider- 
ed necessary  in  ordor  to  ascertain  the  fair  and  actual  value 
of  each  of  these  items  on  the  3d  of  March. 

It  was  not  proposed  to  dedact  any  thing  from  the  specie, 
bonds  and  mortgages,  foreign  bills  of  exchange,  and  notes 
and  debts  of  State  banks.  From  the  domestic  billi^of  ex- 
change, and  the  notes  discounted,  the  committee  deducted 
the  discount  for  the  average  unexpired  time— -namely,  for- 
ty-four days  and  a  half — ^making,  altogether,  a  sum  of 
$298,704  31.  As  all  the  loans  on  bank  stock  and  other 
securities  drew  interest  at  different  rates,  and  were  payable 
at  different  times,  they  added  to  the  principal  $152,380  21, 
the  interest  which  had  accrued  and  was  unpaid  on  the  3d 
of  March,  and  deducted  $296,110  01,  being  the  difference 
between  the  amount  and  the  par  value  of  those  bearing  an 
interest  less  than  6  per  cent. ;  so  as  to  make  the  whole 
equivalent  to  a  six  per  cent,  loan,  with  the  interest  paid 
up  to  the  3d  of  March.  The  sum  thus  deducted,  being 
the  dii&rence  between  them,  amounted,  altogether,  to 
$143,729  80.     From  the  debt  of  the  navy  agent  at  Nor- 


folk they  deducted  50  per  cent,  ss  the  estimited  los 
thereon,  amounting  to  $20,072  09.  From  the  cost  of  the 
banking-houses  they  deducted,  as  the  estimated  lost, 
$254,513  51.  On  the  suspended  debt  and  other  real  ei- 
tate  an  average  deduction  has  been  made,  to  the  amoont 
of  $1,389,479  12,  founded,  as  the  committee  itate,  on  the 
estimates  of  the  last  semi-annual  periods,  namely,  of  Jq« 
and  July,  1836,  which  apply  exclusively  to  debu  sus- 
pended and  real  estate  acquired  before  the  3d  Msicb>  1836. 
For  the  bad  debts,  disallowances,  deficiencies,  and  ei- 
penses,  amounting  to  $4,636,990  60,  they  claimed  ad^ 
duction  to  their  whole  amount. 

It  thus  appeared  that,  in  order  to  reduce  the  aaeu  ts 
what  was  estimated  to  be  their  fair  actual  valae  on  the  3j 
of  March,  exclusive  of  guaranty  and  expenses  of  coUeeikOi 
they  proposed  a  reduction  of  $6,733,489  43,  m: 
Discount  for  unexpired  time    -  $288,704  31 
Less  interest  accrued  on  loans  -     152,380  21 

— $136,324 10 


Difference  between  amount  and  par  value 
of  loans,  to  bring  them  to  6  per  ct.  interest 
Loss  on  debt  of  navy  agent 
Loss  on  banking-houses  .  .  - 

Loss  on  suspended  debt  and  real  estate    - 
Loss  on  bad  debts,  dec,  mid  expenses 


396,11001 

20,07?  Hi 

2.54,513  5t 

1,389,479  I! 

4,636,980  e« 

$6,733,489  13 


This  would  leave  the  actual  value  of  the  sssetaontht^ 
of  March,  $69,836,903  65. 

The  total  amount  of  the  liabilities,  which  ff«^ 
$29,253,610  27,  consisted  of  the  following  ileou' 


1.  Notes  in  circulation 

2.  Dividends  unclaimed 

8.  D^t  to  foreign  bankers 

4.  Deposite  for  redemption  of  public  debt 

6.  Depositee  of  public  officers 

6.  Depodtes  of  individuals 

7.  Debt  to  State  banks 

8.  Due  to  the  Bank  United  States  and 
offices  in  account 


$21,109,35«M 
253.93743 

371,77740 

120,62UT 

203,629  SI 

3,390,418  3^ 

2,265,003  T! 

1,548,869  31 
$89,253jjOf 

Deducting  these  liabilities  from  the  estimated  actol 
value  of  the  assets,  which  has  been  stated  above,  it  ktnii 
the  estimated  value  of  the  capital  stock,  indepeodcot  ^ 
expenses  and  guaranty  for  the  risk  of  collection 
$40,683,29338. 

For  tlnsse  expenses  and  guaranty,  a  further  d«dactt» 
has  been  made  in  the  report  of  the  bank.  On  the  (pc^> 
bonds  and  mortgages, ,  and  foreign  bills  of  exchaogf.  S' 
charge  was  made.  For  the  collection  of  the  cash,^sc:<«. 
and  debts  of  State  banks,  they  deducted  a  commUstoy' 
one  percent,  on  the  whole  sum,  amounting  to  $71,681  S- 
For  the  collection  of  domestic  bills  of  exchange,  and  w^ 
discounted  on  personal  security,  they  deducted  two  an-* 
half  per  cent  on  the  totial  actual  amount,  being  $839, 3?^  >' 
For  the  collection  of  the  notes  discounted,  and  loftc^  ^ 
bank  stock  and  other  securities,  they  deducted  one  1*1 
cent,  on  the  total  actual  amount,  being  $203,371 36,  K"- 
the  collection  of  the  suspended  debts  and  rral  efitate>  i^'* 
deducted  fifteen  per  cent,  on  the  estimated  vslue  vhi^^  " 
mained  after  the  previous  deduction  of  the  estimated  K'^< 
being  $453,586  70. 

It  thus  appeared  that,  as  an  allowance  for  collecting^' 
amount  of  assets  which  remained  sfter  all  estimated  1^^ 
were    deducted,  a    further    reduction    was   propoe^ 
$1,668,163  02,  viz: 

1  per  cent,  on  State  bank  debts  and  notes    - 
2}  percent,  on  domestic  bills  and  notes  dis> 

counted  on  personal  security 


|71,S8l^' 
839,354 1^ 
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1  per  cent,  on  diBcoonts  and  loang  on  bank 


stock  and  other  securities 


15  percent,  on  (he  estimated  value  of  the  sus- 
pended debt  and  real  estate 


-   $203,371  36 


-     453,585  70 
$1,568,163  02 


This  sura,  claimed  for  expenses  and  risk  of  collection, 
being  de<1ucted  from  the  value  of  the  capital  stock,  as  above 
stated,  viz :  $40,583,293  38,  leaves  the  nett  amount  for 
division  among  the  stockholders,  on  the  3d  of  March,  1836, 
$;}9,015,130  36— equal  to  $111  47  per  share. 

In  examining  the  various  items  which  we  have  detailed 
as  forming  the  basis  of  this  estimate,  the  great  disadvan- 
tage, aiioady  alluded  to,  arising  from  the  manner  adopted 
in  the  collection  of  the  assets.  Incomes  still  more  apparent ; 
at  least  so  far  as  a  correct  ascertainment  of  their  value  is 
concerned.  Much  must  be  left  to  conjecture  which  ought 
to  be  matter  of  certainty,  and  would  have  been  so  if  the 
aiTaire  of  the  institution  had  been  closed,  and  a  winding  up 
of  \u  business  had  taken  place. 

We  have  endeavored,  however,  by  means  of  the  exami- 
nations of  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  bank  which  were 
ft&>rded  us  by  the  committee,  as  well  as  by  frequent  con- 
ference and  exchange  of  opinion  with  them,  to  arrive  at 
such  an  estimate  as  we  consider,  on  the  whole,  reasonable. 
We  have  also  obtained  a  variety  of  documents,  in  much 
detail,  which  not  only  present  the  views  of  the  committee 
on  various  points  connected  with  the  valuation,  but  also 
adbrd  information  useful,  and  indeed  necessaiy,  in  ma- 
king an  estimate  or  forming  an  opinion  as  to  the  proper 
mode  and  terms  of  settlement.  These  we  annex  to  this 
report. 

Having  explained  the  grounds  of  deduction  and  allow- 
ance adopted  in  the  estimate  of  the  bank,  we  shall  proceed 
to  state  those  which  formed  the  basis  of  our  estimate,  so 
that  a  comparison  of  the  two  may  enable  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  decide  on  their  relative  correctness.  (Ap- 
pendix, No.  1.) 

Taking  the  total  amount  of  assets  at  the  sum  stated  in 
the  report  of  the  bank,  viz:  $76,570,393  08,  we  shall 
point  out  the  deductions  and  allowances  which  we  con- 
sider fair,  and  even  liberal.  From  this  aggregate  amount, 
we  think  there  should  be  deducted  a  sum  of  $6,463,608  91, 
which  consists  of  the  reductions  necessary  in  order  to  fix 
the  fair  value  of  the  assets  on  the  3d  of  March,  1836. 

Under  this  dass,  nothing  has  been  claimed,  nor  of  course 
ii»  it  necessary  to  make  any  deduction  from  the  specie,  for- 
eign bilb  of  exchange,  er  notes  and  debts  of  State  banks. 

From  the  domestic  bills  of  exchange  and  notes  discount- 
ed we  allowed,  as  the  committee  had  done,  the  discount 
U^T  the  unexpired  time,  amounting  to  $288,704  31.  From 
this  sum  must  be  deducted  the  amount  of  interest  accrued 
.>n  loans  up  to  the  3d  oi  March,  stated  by  the  committee  at 
*|152,380  21,  but  found,  on  examination,  to  amount  to 
i$  1 59, 649  62,  (Appendix,  No  42,)  leaving  the  sum  of 
g  1 29,054  69  to  be  deducted. 

From  the  loans  on  bank  stock  and  other  securities 
he  committee  proposed,  it  has  been  seen,  an  allowance  of 
$296,  II 0  01,  the  difference  between  the  amount  and  the 
par  value  of  all  loans  under  six  per  cent  interest. 

We  approved  oif  this  principle,  which  the  committee  (as 
s  seen  by  their  rejport)  had  been  directed  to  adopt,  of  fix- 
ng  the  personal  effects  and  real  estate  of  the  bank  at  a  cash 
valuation  on  the  3d  of  March,  1886.  Though  it  appeared 
o  usf  j  ast  to  make  this  allowance  on  loans  due  at  no  very 
lifitant  period,  yet  we  did  not  think  it  ought  to  be  made  in 
>ne  C9se  included  amongst  the  loans  in  question  ;  this  was 
in  investment  in  bonds  of  the  Ohio  Life  and  Trust  Com- 
>aDy,  to  the  amount  of  $1,000,000,  at  five  per  cent.,  re- 
lee  m  able  on  the  1st  of  December,  1855,  nearly  twenty 
e^rs  subsequently.  This  investment  having  been  evident- 
Vol.  XIIL— P 


ly  made,  as  was  admitted  by  the  committee,  with  the  ex- 
pectation that  the  bonds  of  this  company  would  be  shortly 
saleable  at  par,  we  suggested  (although  this  expectation 
may  not  be  realized  for  some  years)  that  ninety-four  per 
cent,  in  place  of  eighty-eight  and  a  half  per  cent.,  might 
be  a  more  equitable  valuation.  This  would  allow  a  deduc- 
tion of  $60,000,  instead  of  $114,790  44.  Nevertheless, 
being  desirous  to  make  our  general  valuation  on  the  most 
liberal  principles,  we  concluded  to  assent,  as  you  will  per- 
ceive, to  the  entire  deduction  proposed  by  the  committee  on 
this  dass  of  all  allowances  which  they  claim. 

We  had  no  means  of  judging  of  the  correctness  of  the 
estimated  loss  on  the  debt  of  the  navy  agent  at  Norfolk  ; 
we  therefore  took  it,  as  stated  in  the  report,  at  $20,072  09. 

The  estimated  loss  on  the  banking-houses,  in  the  report 
of  the  committee,  is,  Wo  ha%'e  seen,  $254,513  51.  We 
have  already  stated  that  the  committee  were  guided,  in 
their  estimates  of  suspended  debts  and  other  real  estate,  by 
the  periodical  valuations ;  but,  in  this  case,  we  find  that 
they  departed  from  that  course,  and  increased  the  amount 
of  loss  beyond  these  semi-annual  statements  to  tlie  amount 
of  $57, 1 69  45.  We  also  discovered,  in  the  progress  of  our 
investigations,  that  there  were'  material  errors  in  this  ac- 
count, as  will  be  seen  by  a  corrected  exhibit  of  it  among 
the  documents  annexed.  The  cost  of  the  banking-houses 
ought  to  have  been  stated  at  $780,331  27,  instead  of 
$729,170  58.  Their  valuation  should  have  been 
$665,695  44,  instead  of  $474,657  07 ;  which,  it  will  be 
perceived,  reduces  the  committee's  estimate  of  loss  from 
$254,513  51  to  $114,635  83,  the  amount  which  is  now 
to  be  deducted.    (Appendix,  No.  43.) 

The  loss  on  the  suspended  debts  and  real  estate,  as  fixed 
in  the  rep(»rt,  was  $1,389,479  12.  It  appjears  from  the 
explanatory  and  corrected  statements  which  we  obtained  in 
the  progress  of  our  examinations,  and  which  are  among  the 
documents  annexed,  to  have  been  adjusted  subsequently  to 
the  semi-annual  settlement  of  July,  1836,  and  rendered  ap- 
plicable to  the  state  of  their  accounts  of  the  3d  of  March 
preceding,  in  the  following  manner:  The  report  of  the 
committee  states  the  suspended  debts  and  foreign  bills  pro- 
tested at  the  amount  of  $2,930,164  59 ;  as  corrected,  it  is 
$2,881,285  30.  It  states  the  real  estate  at  $1,463,2 19  21; 
as  corrected,  it  is  $1,480,937  81.  These  explanatory  ac- 
counts  also  show  the  amount  of  Iofs  estimated  on  suspend' 
ded  debts  and  foreign  bills  protested  at 

$1,192,665  70 
No  loss  is  estimated  on  the 

real  estate,  but  on  the 

contrary  an  average  gain, 

which  is  deducted  frx>m 

the  above  to  the  amount 

of        -  -  -       111,942  46 

Leaving  the  actual  aver- 

iBge  loss  on  these $1,080,723  24 

To  this  the  committee  ap- 
pear to  have  added  the 

difference  on  account  of 

loMes  chargeable  to  the 

contingant  fund,  which 

are  stated  in  the  report 

to  have   amounted  on 

the  3d  of  March  to      -  $4,315,123  18 
And  on  the  1st  of  July 

to       -  -  -    4,623,879  06 

Being  an  increased  loss 


to  the  large  amount  of 


Thus  arriving  at  their  estimate  of 


308,756  88 
$1,389,479  12 


Although  these  important  discrepancies  do  not,  so  far  as 
we  can  see,  make  any  difference  in  the  final  result  of  esti- 
mated loss,  it  is  apparent  that  they  added  greatly  to  out 
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difficulty   in  forming  any  satisfactory  valuation  of  them 
effects. 

Another  source  of  difficulty  arose  from  the  nature  of  the 
debts  themselves.  They  consisted  of  bills  discounted,  and 
domestic  and  foreign  bills  of  exchange  protested,  as  stated  in 
the  report,  and  of  real  estate  taken  by  the  bank  and  its  of- 
fices in  payment  of  debts.  Of  these  debts  four  fifths,  and 
of  the  real  estate  three  fourths,  were  held  at  nineteen  re- 
mote departments  of  the  bank.  Thus  scattered  over  the 
whole  country,  they  were  utterly  insusceptible  of  any  thing 
like  a  regular  or  detailed  estimate  and  examination  by  us. 
To  ascertain,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  the  probable  means 
of  payment  possessed  by  numerous  debtors  residing  all 
over  the  Union ;  or  to  fix  the  value  of  innumerable  pieces 
of  real  estate,  large  and  small,  in  every  part  of  the  country 
where  the  institution  had  dealings,  was  manifestly  impos- 
sible ;  nor,  if  the  delay  were  justifiable,  would  even  such  a 
personal  inspection  and  inquiry  as  it  was  alone  in  our 
power  to  make  have  proved  satisfactory.  We  could, 
therefore,  do  nothing  but  adopt  the  valuation  of  the 
bank.  It  appeared  that  examinations  had  been  regularly 
made,  at  the  bank  and  all  the  offices,  at  intervals  of 
six  months,  by  committees  appointed  for  the  purpose ;  that, 
in  these  examinations,  each  of  the  debts,  and  also  portions 
of  the  real  estate,  were  separately  valued,  and  a  specific 
sum  affixed  to  each  ;  and  that  every  one  was  estimated  at 
the  amount  which  it  was  supposed  would  be  realized  from 
it,  after  an  ample  allowance  had  been  made  for  probable 
loss  and  expense.  These  periodical  reports,  therefore,  ap- 
peared to  furnish  the  best  attainable  information ;  and,  as 
they  formed  the  basis  of  the  report  of  the  bank,  no  other 
course  was  left  us  than  to  adopt  the  same  estimate  of  the 
probable  loss.  We  assumed  it,  therefore,  at  the  sum 
Btatedby  them,  $1,389,479  12.  f^om  this,  however,  we 
deducted  the  interest  on  debts  estimated  by  the  various 
committees  as  good ;  which  amounted  at  the  bank,  and  at 
the  offices  at  Baltimore,  Richmond,  and  Cincinnati,  and 
its  agency,  to  the  sum  of  $132,733  43.  (Appendix,  Nos. 
46,  47,  48,  49,  50.)  This  leaves  the  deduction  for  loss 
on  the  suspended  debts  and  real  estate,  $1,265,745  69, 
instead  of  the  sum  stated  in  the  report. 

In  regard  to  the  large  deduction  for  bad  debts,  deficien- 
cies, and  disallowances,  amounting  to  $4,636,990  60,  the 
same  observations  may  be  made  as  on  the  subject  of  the 
suspended  debt  and  real  estate.  The  bad  debts,  stated  to 
bo  $4,315,123  16  of  this  sum,  are  in  general  of  the  same 
sort,  and  constitute  those  from  which  the  periodical  com- 
mittees have  supposed  nothing  will  ever  be  realized  ;  as  wc 
have  no  means  of  confirming,  so  we  have  none  of  contra- 
dicting, their  opinions,  we  must  take  them,  at  their  estir 
mate,  as  altogether  worthless.  The  deficiencies,  amount- 
ing to  $149,796  94,  are  defalcations  and  losses,  mostly  of 
very  long  standing.  We  have  obtained  a  statement  of 
them,  from  which  their  character  may  be  seen,  and  their 
value  judged  of.  They  are,  like  the  bad  debts,  considered 
as  worthless.  (Appendix,  No.  30.)  The  disallowance 
being  a  debt  alleged  to  be  due  from  the  United  Stales, 
amounting  to  $5,267  32,  consists  of  interest  of  seven  per 
cent,  stock  redeemed,  and  a  charge  for  expensei^ attending 
the  collection  of  the  special  depositc.  (Appendix,  No. 
32.) 

Of  the  expenses,  stated  to  be  $166,803  16,  we  have  not 
been  furnished  with  any  particular  account,  but  were  in- 
formed by  the  committee  that  they  consisted  of  the  salaries 
and  other  charges  and  expenditures  incident  to  the  business 
of  the  institution  and  its  offices.     (Appendix,  No.  32.) 

It  will  thus  appear  that,  in  forming  our  estimate  of  the 
actual  value  of  the  assets  on  the  Sd  of  March,  wc  have 
made  a  deduction  of  $6,463,608  91,  viz  : 
Discount  for  unexpired  time,  less  interest 

due  on  loans  up  to  the  3d  March  -     $129,054  69 

Difference  between  amount  and  par  value 


of  loans,  to  bring  them  to  6  per  cent. 

interest  -  -  -  ■ 

Loss  on  debt  of  navy  agent  at  Norfolk 
Loss  on  banking-houses 
Loss  on  suspended  debt  and  real  estate 
Loss  on  bad  debts  and  expenses 


$296,110  01 

20,07?  U9 

114,635  83 

1,366,745  69 

4,636,990  eo 


$6,463,608, 


This  leaves  tlie  actual  value  of  the  assets,  on  the  Sd 
March,  $70,106,784  17. 

Having  thus  stated  our  opinion  of  the  fair  sctual  ^itt 
of  the  assets  on  the  3d  March,  1836,  we  proceed  to  iho* 
what  we  consider  the  actual  liabilities  to  have  been  ostiai 
day. 

The  total  amount  of  liabilities,  as  stated  by  the  bank 
committee  in  their  report,  was,  as  has  been  md. 
$29,253,610  27 

With  regard  to  the  circulation  we  would  rcmuki  ^ 
in  this  statement  no  allowance  has  been  made  for  the  prob- 
able gain  on  the  destruction  of  its  notes.  Tbe  amoont  <^ 
nett  circulation  is,  of  course,  the  proper  basis  of  thii  e«u- 
mate.  This  nett  amount  we  find  to  be  varioosly  giv^b 
the  committee.  In  the  report,  it  will  be  perceived  it  u  *■> 
down  at  $21,109,353 ;  io  the  statement  handed  to  usnb 
sequently,  it  is  alleged  to  be $20, 680, 435.  In  orJer  to  u^ 
certain  more  satisfactorily  this  important  matter,  ve  po 
cured  from  tbe  committee  a  statement  of  the  tccouoti  * 
the  bank,  as  they  actually  appeared  on  its  books  open  1' 
3d  March ;  a  view  of  its  affairs  which  would  have  piesentei, 
in  our  opinion,  a  more  desirable  basis  for  the  general  ^t^a- 
ation  of  the  assets. 

By  tills  statement  it  appears  that  the  amount  of  circjl^ 
tion,  as  it  actually  stood  on  the  books,  was  $23,4^,799  ^ 
from  which  wo  deduct  the  amount  of  notes  in  iwm-^r 
$3,380,672  00;  which  shows  the  nett  amoont  of  Dinft 
outstanding  and  unredeemed  on  the  3d  of  Marcht  ^ 
$20,114,227  66.     (Appendix,  Nos.  18,  84, 36,  tDdST  j 

We  are  of  opinion  that  a  very  large  amount  of  pr^ - 
will  finally  arise  from  the  destruction  of  notes,  whiAca^ 
pose  this  immense  amount  of  circulation.     Tbe  coniDi^^ 
were  strongly  of  opinion  that  no  allowance  might  to  ^ 
made,  on  the  grounds,  both  that  such  gain  wouM  ic^\^ 
ably  be   very  considerable,  and  that  the  rate  tt  wh^<j  [ 
was  proposed  to  collect  the  assets  was  so  low  as  tol«  ^'H 
equivalent  to  the  United  States  for  not  participating  in  s*^! 
gain,  if  it  accrued.     We  dissented  from  the  comDit:^^ 
both  grounds.     As  to  the  latter,  not  only  were  we  ofcp 
ion  that  the  charges  for  collection  were  far  more  th«n^' 
quate ;  but,  had  they  not  been  so,  it  would  still  bare  bea 
proper,  in  a  valuation  of  the  assets,  io  aaugn  to  each  '^- 
its  real  value,  rather  than  make  the  incrcise  of  rcc  i^ 
equivalent  for  the  deficiency  of  the  other.    Tbit  the  ft 
from  the  destruction  of  the  notes  and  drafts  will  l<  ^fT 
considerable  appears  to  us  too  plain  to  be  argued.  ^' 
immense  extent  of  country  through  whidi  thej  hj'^  j*^ 
difibsed,  the  great  number  that  has  been  isoucJ,  u-^  ' 
vast  proportion  of  those  of  smaller  denominations,  ^  * 
cumstances  which  render  it  certain.     We  endeavored  t?* 
certain  the  denomination  of  the  notes  and  drafts  c^^^r  ;.'^^ 
the  circulation,  but  were  unable  to  do  so.     The  <^-^^'^^"^^ 
informed  us  that  the  manner  in  which  the  books  i-'^ 
banks  were  originally  opened,  and  the  forms  of  the  ri^^'-^ 
required  from  the  officers,  made  it  impossible  to  f»^^-^^ , 
with  that  information.     The  fact  that  $10,14S,0o5  - 
been  redeemed,  in  the  interval  which  ckpsed  hett^e^ 
termination  of  the  charter  and  the  12th  of  October,  85'- 
cd  us  no  guide  by  which  to  form  an  opinion ;  becAOsj 
Bant  of  the  United  States  chartered  by  the  Stale  of  rt^ 
sylvania,  and  charged  with  the  redemption  of  the  en  ^^ 
tion,  continued,  during  that  tirae^  to  pay  out  the  ^f^^j 
ginally  issued  by  the  Dank  of  the  United  Stiteschs 
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by  GongTMs.  (Appendix^  No.  86. )  The  only  evidence 
on  the  subject,  derived  from  the  bank,  wsb  the  allowance 
made  by  the  committee  of  aix  directors  appointed  to  make 
the  valuation  of  the  debts  and  effects  of  the  institution. 
They  fixed  the  probable  gain  from  this  cause  at  $300,000, 
about  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  the  nett  circulation  on 
the  3d  March.  This  voluntary  admission,  on  the  part  of 
the  bank,  so  clearly  establishes  the  justice  and  propriety  of 
a  large  allowance  on  the  outstanding  circulation,  that  no 
difierenee  of  opinion  can  exist,  except  in  reference  to  the 
amount  at  which  this  gain  ought  to  be  estimated. 

We  consider  the  sum  of  $300,000,  proposed  at  first  by 
the  committee,  so  entirely  inadequate,  that  wo  thought  it 
expedient  to  procure  for  our  better  guidance  the  experience 
of  the  first  national  bank.  Through  the  politeness  of  its 
agent,  we  ascertained  that,  exclusive  of  post  notes  used  as 
bills  of  exchange,  the  notes  of  that  institution,  in  circula- 
tion at  the  expiration  of  its  charter,  amounted  to 
$0,552,791  ;  and  that,  on  the  close  of  its  concerns  by  or- 
der of  a  court  of  chancery,  in  the  year  1622,  there  still  le- 
tnain«d  outstanding  and  unredeemed  $203,691,  equal  to  a 
oett  gain  of  three  and  one  tenth  per  cent.  (Appendix, 
"So.  54. )  The  much  smaller  circulation  of  that  institu- 
tion ;  the  fiict  that  it  refrained  from  issuing  any  notes  of  a 
less  denomination  than  ten  dollars,  except  for  a  very  short 
period  ;  and  the  greatly  leas  extensive  range  of  country  over 
which  they  were  diffused,  would  make  a  similar  allowance 
for  the  bank  less  liberal,  perhaps,  than  it  ought  to  be.  We 
should,  upon  this  point,  as  well  as  upon  others,  have  aba- 
ted to  some  extent  oUr  valuations,  in  order  to  have  arrived 
at  a  mutual  agreement ;  but  we  should  have  consented 
most  reluctantly  to  estimate  the  gain  on  the  circulation  at 
less  than  $600,000.  Wo  accordingly  deduct  this  amount 
Irom  the  liabilities. 

The  unclaimed  dividends  also  form  a  probable  source  of 
gain,  which,  though  small  in  comparison  as  to  amount,  is 
e<]ually  probable,  according  to  experience,  with  that  on  the 
loss  of  bank  notes.  On  the  3d  March,  1836,  the  amount 
on  hand  was  $253,937  43.  We  were  unable  to  obtain  a 
statement  of  the  payments  that  had  been  since  made  on  ac- 
count of  these  dividends.  The  returns  from  the  offices  ap* 
peared  not  to  distinguish  between  those  and  the  subsequent 
dividends.  According  to  an  estimate  furnished  to  us  by 
the  committee,  about  $218,597  43  have  been  paid  since 
the  3d  March.  (Appendix,  No.  18.)  We  therefore  take 
their  statements,  and  make  a  deduction  of  $35,000  from 
the  liabilities  for  gain  from  this  source. 

ft  will  thus  appear  that,  in  forming  an  estimate  of  the 
actual  liabilities  on  the  3d  March,  we  have  made  a  deduc- 
tion for  gain  from  the  destruction  of  bank  notei  $600,000 
Gain  from  dividends  remaining  unclaimed        -      35,000 


In  all 


-  $635,000 


This  leaves  the  actual  amount  of  the  liabilities  on  the  3d 
March,  1836,  $28,618,610  27.  Deducting  these  liabili- 
ties from  the  estimated  actual  value  of  the  assets,  which 
has  been  stated  above,  viz:  $70,106,784  17,  it  leaves  the 
estimated  value  of  the  capital  stock  $41,488,173  90,  equal 
to  $118  53  per  share  on  the  3d  March,  1836. 

The  only  point  that  remained  was,  what  allowance  was 
Lo  be  considered  as  proper  for  the  risk  and  expense  of  the 
Uank.  in  making  the  collections. 

It  haa  already  been  seen  that  such  deductions  have  been 
nade  from  the  amount  of  the  assets,  which  bear  different 
-atea  of  interest,  and  are  payable  at  different  times,  as  make 
hem  equal  to  cash  on  the  3d  March,  1836 ;  and,  of  course, 
he  annount  to  be  collected  ought  to  bear  six  per  cent,  in- 
:ere«t  from  that  day,  after  allowing  to  the  institution  a  fair 
toxnmiaaion  for  the  risk  and  expenses  of  collection.  It  has 
ilso  been  seen  that  deductions  have  been  made  to  the  full 
Linoant  of  the  probable  loss,  where  it  could  be  estimated 


upon  any  reasonable  grounds ;  of  course,  the  commigstons 
for  risk  and  expenses  of  collection  ought  to  be  regulated  ac- 
cordingly. 

There  are  two  modes  of  making  thib  allowance,  both  of 
which  we  suggested  to  the  committee,  and  either  may  be 
adopted.  A  specific  estimate  may  be  made  of  such  com- 
mission, on  the  several  items  to  be  collected,  as  will  afford 
a  reasonable  compensation  for  risk  and  expense ;  which, 
we  have  seen,  is  the  course  adopted  in  the  report  of  the 
bank ;  or  an  extension  of  the  time  of  paying  over  the  as- 
sets to  the  United  States,  with  a  reduction  of  the  rate  of  in- 
terest below  six  per  cent,  equivalent  to  a  reasonable  com- 
pensation, may  be  allowed. 

If  the  first  course  be  adopted,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the 
bank  ought  to  allowed  a  sura  of  $1,034,005  40,  for  the  risk 
and  expenses  of  collection. 

It  has  been  seen  that  it  claimed  nothing  on  the  specie, 
bonds  and  mortgages,  foreign  bills  of  exchange,  and  debt 
due  from  the  navy  agent  at  Norfolk. 

For  the  collection  of  the  cash  notes  and  debts  of  the  State 
banks,  a  charge  was  made  of  one  per  cent,  on  the  whole 
amount  held  by  the  bank,  viz:  $7,188,181  80;  although 
it  was,  at  the  same  time.  Indebted  to  the  State  banks  in  the 
sum  of  $2,255,003  78,  which  reduced  the  amount  to  be 
actually  collected  to  $4,933,178  02. 

We  cannot  see  the  propriety  of  any  allowance  for  the 
collection  of  debts  of  this  sort.  They  were  equal  to  cash  ; 
and,  indeed,  the  committee  stated  to  us,  as  will  be  seen  by 
the  documents  annexed,  (Appendix,  No.  18,)  that  they 
had  been  all  assumed  by  the  new  bank,  and  were  to  be  con- 
sidered as  collected  and  paid. 

The  charges  made  by  the  bank  for  the  guaranty  and  ex- 
penses of  collecting  loans  and  bills  discounted  on  personal 
security,  and  on  stocks  and  domestic  bills  of  exchange, 
were,  as  has  been  stated,  $1,042,695  51.  On  examining 
and  classifying  Uiese  debts,  the  following  arrangement 
seems  to  us  more  correct  than  that  stated  in  the  report  of 
the  committee : 

I.  Loans  on  stocks  and  other  securities,  and  bank  obliga- 
tions, (Appendix,  Nos.  20  and  29  :) 
On  bank  stock   -  -  $3,053,015  72 

On  other  securities  and 

bank  obligations  -  17,210,567  90 

Add  this  part  of  Ohio  Life 
and  Trust  bonds,  subse- 
quently received  -        600,000  00 

20,863,583  62 
Deduct  amount  of  contin- 
gent interest,  (Appen- 
dix, No.  51  ;)  account 
alleged  to  be  included 
in  the  above   - 

Amount  stated  in  the  report 

Deduct  this  amount,  which  we  find  to  be 

on  personal  security,  taken  in  sale  of 

debts  at  the  ofHce        ... 


526,446  82 


-$20,387,136  80 


768,468  63 


19,568,668  17 
To  tliis  amount  we  add  the  sales  of  the 
active  debts  at  New  Orleans  and  Mobile, 
not  completed  on  3d  March,  1836        -    4,516,332  60 

Which  makes  these  loans  amount  to        -  $24,085,000  77 


2.  Bills  discounted  on  personal  security 

are  stated  at    -  -  -  -$17,159,822  20 

To  this  amount  we  add  the  personal  secu- 
rity, deducted  as  above  -  -         768,468  63 


Which  makes    - 


-    17,928,290  83 
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And  from  thia  we  deduct  the  hank  securi- 
ties suhseqaently  received,  for  sales  of 
the  active  debt  at  New  Orleans  and 
Mobile,  as  above,  (Appendix,  No.  20)   $4,516,332  60 

Which  makes  the  amount  of  bills  discoun- 
ted on  personal  security  -  .  -$13,411,958  23 

3.  Bills  of  exchange,  as  stated,  amount  to  $  1 6, 4 1 3, 144  26 

Our  views  as  to  an  allowance  for  risk  and  expenses  of 
collecting  these  sums  we  now  proceed  to  state  : 

1.  Loans  ou  stock  and  other  securities,  and  bank  obli- 
gations, $24,086,000  77.  With  every  disposition  to  make 
a  suitable  allowance  for  any  responsibility  incurred  or 
agency  rendered  in  collecting  tbe  assets  of  the  bank,  we 
cannot  perceive  that  any  demand  exists,  worth  apprecia- 
ting, in  the  case  of  these  loans. 

More  than  three  millions  of  this  amount  are  secured  by 
stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and,  additionally, 
by  the  responsibility  of  tbe  borrowers.  Twelve  millions  of 
these  loans  are  debts  of  respectable  banking  institutions, 
equally  secure  as  their  notes  in  circulation.  For  the  resi- 
due the  bank  holds  personal  liabilities,  with  collateral 
pledges  of  stock  and  other  securities ;  of  these,  four  millions 
were  payable  in  forty-four  days  and  a  half  from  the  3d  of 
March,  1836;  and  the  solidity  of  the  remainder  may  be 
inferred  from  the  fact  that  nearly  two  millions  of  it  are 
loaned  at  the  low  rate  of  five  per  cent,  interest.  (Appendix, 
Nos.  20,  38,  39.) 

If  any  loans  can  be  characterized  as  secure,  these  must 
be  of  that  description  ;  and,  in  regard  to  the  trouble  of  col- 
lecting such  debts,  it  is  well  known  to  be  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  banking  business,  and  always  cheerfully  rendered 
gratuitously.  We  therefore  cannot  think  that  any  claim 
for  guaranty  and  collection  exists ;  but  if  it  could  be  rea- 
sonably alleged,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  whole  allowances 
which  we  consider  justly  due  amount  to  $1,034,005  40, 
while  the  abatement  in  interest  to  which  we  were  willing 
to  assent  was  equal  to  $1,244,645  31 ;  leaving  an  excess 
of  allowance,  to  cover  this  and  all  other  claims,  of 
$210,639  91. 

2.  Discounts  on  personal  security,  $13,411,958  23. 
We  are  of  opinion  that  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  the 
amount  of  these  debts,  for  guaranty  and  collection,  ought 
tb  be  allowed,  in  the  manner  adopted  by  the  bank  in  its 
sales  of  similar  debts  at  its  offices ;  that  is  to  say,  by  an 
equivalent  deduction  in  the  rate  of  interest.  This  allow- 
ance will  amount  to  $335,298  96.   (Appendix,  No.  41.) 

3.  Domestic  bills  of  exchange,  $16,413,144  26.  It  is 
believed  that  inland  bills  are  estimated  by  banks  to  involve 
leas  risk  than  any  other  business  paper ;  we  therefore  think 
that  the  guaranty  should  be  much  lower  than  on  discounted 
notes ;  but,  as  a  small  portion  of  these  bills  may  have  been 
paid  at  inconvenient  places,  we  suggest  an  allowance  of 
two  per  cent,  for  guaranty  and  collection,  to  be  adjusted 
on  the  principle  already  mentioned  in  the  case  of  dipcount- 
cd  notes.     This  allowance  will  amount  to  $328,262  88. 

The  charge  made  by  the  committee,  of  $453,585  70, 
for  the  collection  of  suspended  debt  and  real  estate,  we 
consider  too  high.  We  have,  however,  already  stated  the 
difficulties  in  which  these  subjects  are  involved,  and  we  are 
therefore  disposed,  under  such  peculiar  circumstances,  to 
accede  to  the  rate  of  commission  proposed  by  the  commit- 
tee, and  to  allow  fifteen  per  cent,  for  guaranty  and  expen- 
ses of  collection  on  the  amount  of  suspended  debt  and  real 
estate,  the  value  of  which  yet  depends  upon  estimates. 
These  assets  are  estimated  by  the  committee  at  $3,023,904  68, 
which  valuation  has  been  reduced,  as  already  noticed, 
by  the  transfei  of  $51,160  69  to  banking- houses,  to  the 
sum  of  $2,972,743  99.  We  have  ascertained  that,  of  the 
amount  of  real  estate  estimated,  there  has  been  realized  by 


sales  the  sum  of  $628,290  85,  whidi  is  of  eonrK  to  be 
deducted,  and  reduces  the  value  of  the  amount  to  be  col- 
lected to  $2,344,453  14.  Upon  this  sum  it  is  proposed  to 
allow  fifteen  per  cent.,  or  $351,667  96;  on  theunoant 
sold,  though  partly  for  cash,  as  well  as  on  the  interest  on 
good  debts,  heretofore  noticed,  amounting  to  $122,733  43, 
it  is  proposed  to  allow  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  or 
$  1 8, 775  60 ;  making  the  allowance  under  this  head  masA 
to  the  sum  of  $370,443  56. 

The  liberality  of  these  allowanoes  will  be  made  more 
manifest,  if  reference  be  had  to  the  view  taken  b;  tbe 
committee  in  their  report  of  the  whole  amount  of  tbe  sev- 
eral classes  of  doubtful  and  desperate  debts.  These  amoont, 
in  the  aggregate,  to  $8,832,410  55,  which  the  Gommit- 
tee  bring  down  to  the  comparatively  small  valae  of 
$2,570,318  98.  Although,  for  the  reasons  already  ai- 
signed,  we  are  unable  to  form  an  opinion  on  satis&cioiy 
grounds,  yet  we  cannot  avoid  thinking  that  debts  of  sadi 
variety  and  magnitude  must  eventually  reafiie  a  larger  pro- 
portion. 

It  thus  appears  that,  as  an  allowance  for  collecting  the 
amount  of  assets  remaining,  after  all  estimated  looes  «<ic 
deducted,  we  propose  the  sum  of  $1,034,006  40,  m: 
2  per  cent,  on  domestic  bills        -  -     $328,^62  88 

2A  per  cent  on  discounts  on  personal  se- 
curity .  -  -  .      335,298*6 

16  per  cent,  on  suspended  debt  and  reul  es- 
tate on  hand    -  -  "  .  -      ^^^'^^"^  ^ 

2|  per  cent,  on  sales  of  real  estate  an4  in- 
terest on  good  debts     -  -  -        18,775  6i) 

$1,034,  oosj; 

If,  therefore,  a  full  allowance  be  made  to  the  bank  to 
this  amount,  for  all  charges  and  expenses  of  collection,  i^ 
the  same  is  deducted  from  the  ascertained  nett  valne  of  t^ 
assets,  viz:  $41,488,173  90,  or  $1 18  58  per  share,  itwal 
fix  the  cash  value  of  the  assets  of  the  bank,  on  the  3d  oi 
March,  1836,  at $40,454,168  60,  equal to$ll5  58per6l^ 
subject  to  six  per  cent,  interest  from  that  time  until  paid- 

Should  the  other  mode  of  making  the  allowance  » 
adopted,  (that  is,  the  time  of  payment  extended,  and  tfee 
rate  of  interest  diminished,)  this  deduction  proposed,  a) 
$1,034,005  40,  would  not  be  made  from  die  assets,  but* 
equivalent  given  on  the  cash  valuation  of  $113  63,  m  > 
credit  of  one,  two,  three,  and  four  years  from  the  3d « 
March  last,  at  the  reduced  rate  of  interest  of  five  percent 

4.  Having  thus  given  our  views  on  the  subject  of  ^' 
ation,  we  proceed  to  the  only  remaining  point,  the  iet^ 
and  mode  of  payment.  We  remarked  to  the  commiitej, 
that  their  report  fixed  the  caah  value  of  the  share,  on  tk 
3d  of  March,  1836,  at  $111  47  each,  but  it  did  not  rtJtt 
the  terms  of  settlement;  and  we  wished  to  know  thepedw 
of  payment  contemplated,  the  rate  of  interest,  and  the  se- 
curity which  it  was  th^r  intention  to  propose.  Thcr*^* 
desirous  that  no  payment  should  be  required  earlier  thaa 
the  year  1838 ;  but,  on  our  objecting  to  this  long  p^ 
ponement,  they  finally  stated  that  it  would  not  be  a^- 
venifut  for  the  bank  to  commence  payments  till  Septerok*T 
next;  and  that  they  would  give  $111  47,  with  forty  cees 
additional,  per  share,  for  the  error  in  the  valuation  of  bsri- 
ing-houses,  in  all  $111  87,  in  four  equal  payments  >a 
September,  1837,  1838,  1839,  and  1840,  with  five  p- 
cent,  interest,  to  be  secured  by  the  bonds  of  the  ^^^ 
the  United  States  chartered  by  Pennsylvania.  They  &* 
indeed,  subsequently  inform  us  that  the  bank  would  t< 
willing  (if  preferred)  te  transfer  portions  of  its  property  » 
actual  payment,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent ;  as,  for  i**^ 
stance,  the  bonds  of  the  Ohio  Life  and  Trust  Compaar. 
already  referred  to,  and  the  suspended  debts  and  real  cswa. 
at  their  respective  valuations,  as  given  in  the  report  ^ 
regard  to  these  proposals  we  stat^ : 
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Ist.  As  to  the  tecurity,  it  was  a  matter  which  must  he 
left  entirely  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

2d.  As  to  the  credit,  it  was  unusually  long,  heing  equa 
to  three  years ;  yet,  in  consideration  of  its  convenience  to 
the  bank  and  the  commercial  community,  it  might  be 
agreed  to. 

3d.  As  to  the  interest  of  five  per  cent,  proposed,  it 
was  under  the  lowest  market  rate,  and,  if  acceded  to,  it 
muat,  of  course,  to  that  extent  influence  the  valuation  of 
the  stock.  In  the  present  state  of  money  matters,  the  use 
of  money,  at  the  established  and  usually  current  rate  of  six 
per  cent,  could  not  fail  to  be  profitable.  In  bringing  all 
the  loans  of  the  bank,  on  the  3d  of  March,  to  six  per  cent., 
by  a  deduction  of  $296,110,  01,  the  inference  was  obvious 
and  reasonable  that  the  Treasury  was  justly  entitled  to  the 
like  interest. 

The  principle  and  practice  of  the  bank,  as  evinced  io  the 
sale  of  its  important  branches,  had  been  to  make  no  other 
allo^w^ance  for  guaranty  and  collection  than  the  advantage 
found  in  the  credit  and  rate  of  interest.  (See  Appendix, 
No.  41.)  The  debts  at  these  offices,  amounting  to  more 
than  fifteen*  millions  of  dollars,  had  been  sold  by  the  bank 
at  their  par  value,  without  any  actual  deduction  for  the  risk 
and  expense  of  collection.  Nearly  six  millions  had  been 
disposed  of  to  respectable  banks,  on  a  credit  of  one,  two, 
three,  and  four  years,  at  six  percent  interest;  five  millions 
had  been  disposed  of  on  the  like  security  and  credit,  at  five 
per  cent,  interest,  equal  to  an  allowance  of  two  and  a  half 
per  cent  ;  and  it  will  be  seen  that  the  average  of  these  en- 
tire sales  did  not  exceed  an  abatement  of  one  and  two  fifths 
per  cent.,  equal  to  a  credit  of  one  year  and  two  fifths  at 
five  per  cent. 

It  will  not  be  pretended  that  the  active  debts  remaining, 
and  which  chiefly  depend  at  Philadelphia,  New  York,  and 
Boston,  are  of  an  inferior  character  to  the  debts  adverted 
to  at  the  various  offices,  which  rested  exclusively  on  person- 
al security.     It  may,  therefore,  be  presumed  that  the  debts 
on  which  we  have  consented  to  make  such  liberal  allow- 
ance   for  the  risk   and  expense  of  collection  might  have 
been  sold  on  equally  favorable  conditions  at  that  period. 
Is  it    not  reasonable  that  their  adjustment  now  should  con- 
form  to  the  course  pursued  at  those  numerous  sales  ?     It 
therefore  results  in  this  case,  which  is  strictly  analogous, 
that   no  abatement  below  the  lowest  current  rate  of  six  per 
cent   interest  ought  to  be  granted,  unless  it  be  applied  to 
/iqai  Jate  the  various  allowances  proposed  for  the  collection 
of  the  assets. 

The  deductions  recommended  amount,  as  has  been  sta- 
ted, to  $1,034,  005  40,  which  is  about  two  and  a  half  per 
cent,  on  ^1,488, 173  90,  the  estimated  viUue  of  the  assets. 
This  is  equivalent,  in  the  mode  suggested,  to  a  credit  of 
ivro  and  a  half  years,  or  $116  53  per  share,  (Appendix, 
Nos.  1,  53,)  payable  in  one,  two,  three,  and  four  years 
from  the  3d  of  March,  1836,  with  five  per  cent,  interest. 
[i  -will  be  seen  that  the  terms  proposed  by  the  committee, 
>f  eigbteen,  thirty,  forty-two,  and  fifty-four  months,  be- 
n^  an  average  credit  of  three  years  at  five  per  cent.,  are 
?qual  to  three  per  cent  abatement,  instef|d  of  two  and  a 
lalf.  This  would  authorize  an  increase  of  one  half  of  one 
>er  csent,  or  fifty -nine  cents,  making  the  shares  worth 
^119  13 ;  but  it  was  so  desirable  to  produce  a  mutual  agree- 
nent  as  to  price  and  terms,  that  this  addition  would  not 
save  been  insisted  upon. 

T*be  committee  would  not  consent  that  this  abatement 
rorai  the  current  rate  of  interest  should  be  thus  estimated 
riid  appropriated.  They  were,  however,  unable  to  suggest 
he  slightest  objection  to  our  views,  other  than  by  alleging 
Hat  the  bonds  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  chartered 
ty  Pennsylvania,  bearing  five  per  cent,  interest,  could  be 
ratsiiy  disposed  of  at  par;  an  opinion  in  wbich  we  could  not 
onciir,  and  which  was  strikingly  at  variance  with  the  es- 
ifzxa>^<}  of  the  committee  themselves,  of  eighty -eight  and  a 


half  per  cent  as  the  value  of  the  bonds  of  the  Ohio  Life 
and  Trust  Company,  with  the  like  interest  of  five  percent 

Our  best  efforts  were  used,  inefiectually,  to  induce  the 
committee  to  assent  to  this  equitable  anangement,  which 
was  conceived  to  be  liberal  in  reference  to  the  existing  state 
and  prospects  of  the  money  market,  and  just  and  reasona- 
ble from  its  conformity  to  the  practice  of  the  bank.  Their 
acquiescence  on  this  point  would,  in  all  probability,  have 
produced  an  agreement  as  to  a  fixed  price  and  terms  for 
the  shares  belonging  to  the  Government  The  only  other 
important  difference,  the  gain  on  the  notes  in  circulation, 
might  have  been  settled  in  the  equitable  mode  suggested  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  that  is,  to  estimate  all  notes 
not  redeemed  on  the  3d  of  March,  1 838,  as  lost,  and  settle 
accordingly,  with  an  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  contribute  proportionally  to  subsequent  demands. 

Having  thus,  in  the  progress  of  our  various  conferences, 
submitted  to  the  committee  the  views  on  the  whole  subject 
which  have  been  herein  so  fully  explained,  we  regretted  to 
find  them  immoveable,  and  apparently  resolved  not  to  de- 
part in  any  degree  from  the  deductions,  charges,  and  valua- 
tions, set  forth  in  their  report,  in  regard  to  matters  where- 
in accuracy  was,  according  to  our  conception,  evidently  un- 
attainable ;  and,  consequently,  that  it  was  not  practicable 
for  us  to  agree  with  them  in  one  detailed  view  of  the  sub- 
ject. It  is  proper,  however,  to  add,  that  the  committee, 
at  our  last  interview,  oflfered  the  arbitrary  sum  of  $113  44 
per  share,  and  gave  such  intimations  as  induced  us  to  think 
that  they  would  have  advanced  to  $115  per  share,  on  an 
average  credit  of  three  years,  with  five  per  cent  interest 
from  the  3d  of  Much,  1836,  if  such  a  proposition  would- 
have  induced  our  concurrence.  We  could  not  feel  our- 
selves justified  in  this  great  concession,  though  disposed  to 
have  yielded  much,  even  against  our  own  judgment,  from 
an  earnest  desire  to  be  instrumental  in  efl^ecting  a  satisfac- 
tory arrangement,  and  in  adjusting  all  unsettled  accounts  be- 
tween the  Government  and  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

The  committee  were  informed,  st  our  first  interview,  and 
also  at  our  last  meeting,  that,  preliminary  to  a  final  adjust- 
ment of  this  interest,  the  Treasury  Department  would  re- 
quire that  the  bank  should  pay  that  portion  of  the  dividend 
on  the  stock  of  the  United  States  which  had  been  with- 
held for  damages  on  the  draft  drawn  upon  the  French  Gov- 
ernment, retaining  only  the  actual  expenses  incurred.  The 
fact  that  we  had  been  unsuccessful  in  arranging  tbe  impor- 
tant object  of  OUT  conferences  precluded  us  from  ascertain- 
ing very  distinctly  the  views  of  the  committee,  which,  as 
far  as  communicated,  were,  in  substance,  that  the  sum  had 
already  been  pawed  into  the  profit  and  loss  account  of  the 
bank,  and  must  there  remain. 

It  was  understood  that  the  interest  of  the  Government 
in  the  late  Bank  of  Columbia,  and  in  the  special  depositee 
held  by  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  of  which  an  ac- 
count is  among  the  documents  annexed,  might  be  easily 
adjusted.     (Appendix,  No.  55.) 

The  circumstances  under  which  the  affairs  of  the  late 
bank  have  been  presented  to  our  consideration ;  the  varie- 
ty, extent,  and  dispersed  nature  of  many  of  iu  concerns  ; 
the  necessity  of  conjectursl  estimates  of  efiects,  great  in 
magnitude  and  value,  in  place  of  their  simple  and  easy  as- 
certainment from  actual  results,  involved  difficulties  which 
would  seem  to  render  material  errors  in  valuations  altogeth- 
er inevitable. 

It  is  obvious,  if  the  report  of  the  committee  (transmitted 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  10th  September, 
1836)  had  been  accompanied  with  a  statement  of  the  ac- 
counU  of  the  late  bank,  brought  up  to  the  same  period, 
that  the  valuations  and  various  allowances  might  have 
been  adopted  and  regulated  with  comparative  ease,  satis- 
faction, and  accuracy.  Adjusted  accounts  of  the  transac- 
tions of  the  bank,  for  six  months  subsequent  to  tbe  3d 
March,  would  have  corrected  many  errors,  and  precluded 
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the  necesiity  of  the  explanatory  statemenu  required.  The 
immense  balanoea  existing  under  the  title  of  <*debU  due 
to  and  from  the  bank  and  offices  to  each  other,"  and  con- 
stituting a  liability  to  a  large  amount  to  be  deducted  from 
the  assets,  would  have  entirely  disappeared,  or  have  been 
so  materially  reduced  as  to  be  susceptible  of  convenient  ex- 
planation. The  amount  of  dividends  likely  to  remain  un- 
claimed might  have  been  more  satisfiMstorily  ascertained ; 
and  the  diief  part  of  the  entire  effects  of  the  bank  having 
been  sold  or  matured,  no  difficulty  or  discordance  would 
have  been  experienced  in  fixing  their  true  value.  The 
amounts  of  real  estate  and  of  suspended  debts  since  real- 
ized would  have  been  a  useful  guide  whereby  to  test  the 
correctness  of  the  periodical  estimates ;  and  the  expenses 
thereon  would  have  indicated  the  amount  of  commissions 
suitable  for  collecting  the  residue.  The  notes  discounted 
on  perMnal  security,  the  domestic  bills  of  exchange,  and  a 
considerable  amount  of  the  loans  at  interest,  having  reach- 
ed maturity,  regular  accounts  would  have  shown  the  por- 
tion of  these  debts  which  it  was  impracticable  to  collect, 
the  conditions  of  renewal,  and  the  prospects  of  final  pay- 
ment ;  thereby  exhibiting  clearly  the  value  of  the  risk  in- 
volved, and  the  deductions  consequently  appropriate  for  the 
collection  of  these  obligations. 

It  ii  also  evident,  that  if  the  books  of  the  late  bank  had 
been  posted  up  since  the  3d  March,  the  debts  to  it  settled 
as  they  became  due,  the  claims  upon  it  paid,  and  the  busi- 
ness wound  up,  without  being  mixed  with  that  of  the  new 
institntion,  its  accounts  would  have  clearly  shown  what 
portion  of  the  property  outstanding  on  the  3d  March,  of 
which  the  United  States  own  nearly  one  fifth,  had  been 
since  received,  and  what  pordon  of  the  liabilities  then  ex- 
isting had  been  since  paid;  an  adjustment  of  the  sum 
which  the  Government  ought  to  receive  by  way  of  divi- 
dend, and  an  arrangement,  relative  to  future  payments, 
might  have  been  made  with  scarcely  any  difficulty ;  and 
there  would,  in  such  case,  have  been  no  necessity  either 
for  the  committee  or  ourselves  to  make  that  matter  of  argu- 
ment, which  should  have  been  simply  matter  of  examina- 
tion and  fact. 

We  have  not  failed  to  advert  to  the  valuations  of  the 
stock  of  the  bank  made  on  other  occasions,  and  to  which 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  particularly  invited  our  at- 
tention ;  (Appendix,  No.  12;^  and  we  also  submitted 
these  estimates  to  the  consideration  of  the  committee  of  the 
bank.  It  appears,  by  the  report  of  the  special  agent  of  the 
Treasury,  on  the  2d  November,  1832,  that  the  value  of 
the  stock  of  the  bank  was  more  than  20  per  cent,  above 
par  ;  (Appendix,  No.  66  ;)  and  acconling  to  the  estimate 
of  a  committee  of  the  bank,  on  the  2d  January,  1833,  its 
value  was  23  per  cent  (Appendix,  No.  67.)  The  sur- 
plus profits  realized  since  January,  1833,  appear  to  exceed 
two  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars,  or  7  per  cent.,  (Appen- 
dix, No.  68,}  which  would  increase  the  first  estimate  to 
27  per  cent.,  and  make  the  valuation  of  the  committee  of 
the  bank,  in  1833,  equal,  at  this  time^  to  30  per  cent.,  or 
$130  per  shire. 

Very  respectfully,  dtc.  H.  D.  GILPIN. 

JOHN  WHITE. 

Hon.   LXVI  WoODBURT, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

Appendix  to  the  report  of  the  eommissionert  appointed  to 
Mettle  the  claims  of  the  United  Slates  against  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States. 

1 .  Statement  of  the  value  of  the  bank  stock  on  the  3d 

March,  1 836,  by  the  commissioners. 

COnRBSPOXDBVCX. 

2.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  president  of  the 

bank,  25th  June,  1830. 
8.  The  president  of  the  bank  to  the  Secret«ry  of  the 
Treasury,  26th  July,  1836. 


4.  Resolution  of  the  directors  of  the  bank,encloieil  in  No.  3. 

5.  The  president  of  the  bank  to  the  Sccretvy  of  tb 

Treasury,  10th  September,  1836. 

6.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  picsideat  of  the 

bank,  19th  September,  1886. 

7.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  president  of  tbe 

bank,  20th  September,  1835. 

8.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury  to  the  commimooer^, 

2 1  St  September,  1 836. 

9.  The  commissioners  to  the  president  of  the  bank,  29d 

September,  1836. 

10.  The  cashier  of  the  bank  to  the  commisnonen,  3Cth 

September,  1836. 

11.  The  commissioners  to  the  committee  ot  tbe  bink,  30th 

September,  1836. 

12.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  commiMoacn, 

6th  October,  1836. 

13.  Points  of  inquiry  suggested  by  the  Secreltry  of  the 

Treasury,  and  proposed  accordingly. 

14.  The  commisrioners  to  the  committee  of  the  btnk,  Uth 

October,  1836. 
16.  The  committee  of  the  bank  to  the  commtnionen,  13th 
October,  1836. 

16.  The  commissioners  to  the  comnaittee  of  the  bank,  IStli 

October,  1836. 

17.  The  committee  of  the  bank  to  the  commiasioncrs,  I^tli 

October,  1836. 

18.  Reply  of  the  committee  of  the  bank  to  the  poiiiUi)f 

inquiry  proposed  by  the  oomnussioners. 

19.  The  commissioners  to  the  committee  of  the  bank,  re- 

questing a  dividend  of  the  assets,  20th  October,  1636. 

20.  The  committee  of  the  bank  to  the  commissionais,  28ih 

October,  1836. 

21.  The  commissioners  to  the  committee  of  the  bank,  4ili 

November,  1836. 

22.  Additional  points  of  inquiry  proposed  by  the  comou'- 

sioners. 

23.  The  committee  of  the  bank  to  the  commisaioners,  It^i^ 

November,  1836. 

24.  The  commissioners  to  the  committee  of  the  bank,  1^ 

December,  1836. 

25.  The  committee  of  the  bank  to  the  commissionen,  %)t!i 

December,  1836. 

26.  Reply  of  the  committee  of  the  bank  to  the  additioul 

points  of  inquiry  proposed  by  the  conunisaionen. 

27.  Reconcilement  of  apparent  deficiencies  in  leas  in  «y 

pended  debt  and  real  estate. 

28.  Statement  of  loss  chargeable  to  the  contingent  foi)^ 

in  March  and  July,  1836. 

29.  Reconcilement  of  the  New  Orleans  office  accouni 
80.  Account  of  deficiencies. 

31.  Final  points  of  inquiry  proposed  by  the  commiiaioDen 

to  the  committee  of  the  bank. 

32.  Reply  of  the  committee  of  the  bank  to  the  final  jpoiot' 

of  inquiry  proposed  by  the  commissionerB. 

DOCUXXITTS. 

33.  Resolutions  of  the  bank,  transferring  its  propertr,  o^ 

the  2d  March,  1836,  (transmitted  by  the  SecRt^ 
of  the  Treasury. ) 

34.  Report  of  the  committee  of  the  bank,  on  the  rtluf  ' 

iu  capital  stock  on  the  3d  March,  1836. 
85.  State  of  the  bank,  as  compiled  by  the  cooimittee  £r^ 
office  returns,  near  the  3d  March,  1836,  and  mnit 
the  basis  of  their  report 

36.  State  of  the  bank,  as  it  actually  stood  on  the  booki^ 

the  bank  on  the  3d  March,  1836. 

37.  Comparative  view  of  the  sUte  of  the  bank,  at  gi^eo  i3 

statements  No.  35  and  No.  36,  (furnished  by  co3 
missioners.) 

38.  Loans  at  interest  on  stocks  and  other  securittci. 

39.  Loans  at  interest  on  bank  obligations  rroeived  fof^-^ 

at  offices. 
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40. 


41. 

42. 

43. 
44. 


Loans  at  interaat,  and  periods  when  payable,  (furnish- 
ed by  commissioners. ) 

Sales  of  actiTe  debts  at  the  offices,  (furnished  by  com- 
missioners.) 

Corrected  account  of  interest  accrued  on  loans  up  to 
3d  March,  1836,  (furnished  by  commissioners.) 

Costs  and  sales  of  banking-houses. 

Conrected  account  of  cost  and  sales  of  banking-houses. 
45.  Suspended  debts  and  real  estate,  with  the  estimated 
probable  loss  adopted  in  July,  1836,  and  applied  to 
3d  March,  1836. 

Losses  on  suspended  debt  in  July,  1834,  1635,  and 
1836,  and  statement  of  interest  on  good  debts,  (fur- 
nished by  the  commissioners.) 

Comparattye  view  of  probable  lots  at  the  bank  in  July, 

1834,  and  January,  1835. 

Similar  view  for  January  and  July,  1836. 

Similar  view  for  July,  1835,  and  January,  1836. 


46 


47. 

48. 
49. 


50.  Similar  view  for  January  and  July,  1836. 

51.  Statement  of  contingent  interest  account. 

53.  Domestic  bills  of  exchange,  near  to  3d  March,  1 836, 

and  when  payable,  (fumidied  by  commissioners.) 
58.  Statement  of  nett  surplus  profits,  (furnished  by  com- 
missioners.) 

54.  Statement  of  profit  on  circulation  realized  by  the  first 

Bank  of  the  United  States. 

55.  Statement  of  special  depositee  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 

United  States. 

56.  Valuation,  by  the  agent  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  capital 

stock  on  the  2d  November,  1832. 

57.  Valuation,  by  the  bank,  of  iii  capita*  stock  on  the  Sd 

January,  1833. 

58.  Statement  of  surplus  profits  since  2d  January,  1833, 

(furnished  by  commissionecs.) 

59.  Statement  of  the  nett  profita  of  the  late  Bank  of  the 

United  States. 


No.  1. 


Stttiement  of  the  value  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  laie  Bank  of  the  United  Staiea,  according  to  the  report  of  the  com- 

missionert  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  investigate  its  affairs. 


" 


Bills  discounted  on  personal  Mcuritj, 
Domestic  bOIfl  of  excbsngSt  • 
Loaas  on  stoclcs,  on  other  •eeurltiea,  and  > 
bank  oblications,    •  -  -  5 

Suapeoded  debt  and  real  estate, 
AnMmnt  since  sold,     •  •628,290  86 

Amount  on  hand,  •    3^4,453  14 


Amount  of 
aasets. 


•13,411,958  23 
16,413,144  26 

24,066,000  77 

4,362,233  11 


Total  value, 


•3,972,743  99 


Interest  on  '^  good  debts," 
Baskine-hooses  sold.  •960,967  69,    • 
Xavv  agent  at  Norfolk, 
BonoAand  mortgages, 
Porei^n  bille  of  exchange,    - 
Due  Uy  State  banka,  • 
State  bank  notes, 
Specie,  .... 

Loagca  chargeable  to  the  contingent  fund, 
Deficiencies,   .... 
United  Statee,  disallowed,   - 
Bxpenaest       .... 


Interest,  44| 
days*  it  do* 
ductlon  on 
loans  under 
6  per  cent 


127,96668 

121,73081 

C  39,704877 

1296410015 


Dollars, 
:NeU  assets, 


Capiul  slock, 

X.IABILITIES  OF  THE  BANK. 


780,331  27 
40,144  17 
66,037  67 
1,303  96 
4,958,234  75 
2,229,947  05  > 
6,696,077  25  ! 
4,315,123  18  : 
149,796  94 
6,267  32; 
166,803  16 


Interest  ac 
crued  till 
March  3L 


.1 


Amount  of  es- 
timated los- 


•169,649  62 


•1,389,479  12 


114.635  83 
20,072  09 


Nett  value  of 
assets. 


•13,284,689  60 
16,291,413  46 

23,908..e35  61 

2,972,743  99 


Allowance  piopqssd. 


Per  cent 


Amount. 


•76,570,393  06 


■  Value  of 


122,733  43 

666,693  44 

20,072  08 

66,037  67 

1,303  96 

4,968,294  76 

2,229,947  06 

5,596,077  25 


aip.ci. 

2    do. 


24  do. 
16    do. 


2}  da 


•336,298  96 
328,262  88 


16,707  27 
361,667  96 


3,066  33 


Amoixzit  of  notes  in  circulation, 

AixKJunt  of  dividends  unclaimed. 

Due  u>  Barings,  and  Hope  ft  Hottinguer, 

Due  tx>  bank  and  offices, 

Dae  to  Stats  banks,    • 

Due  for  redemption  of  public  debt,  - 

Due  Lo  depositors, 


ne<3ua  estimated  gain  on  circulation, 
I>educt  otiraated  gain  on  dividends  un- 
claimed, -  .  •  -  . 


De<luaions, 

l>e4Suct  estimated  amount  of  liabilities, 


600,000  00 
35,000  00 


21,109,392  23 

253,93r  43 

371,777  40 

1,548^69  31 

2,266,003  78 

120,621  87 

3,594,048  26 


•70,106,784  17 


Allow- 
anccs, 


1,034,006  40 
41,488,173  90 


•40,464,16860* 


29,253,610  27 


635,900  00 


Xli#»  commiSBioneis'  valuation  of  the  capiul  stock  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  March  3, 1836, 
^!w»*ich,  on  a  credit  of  two  and  a  half  years  with  5  per  cent.,  woMld  be  an  abatement  of  IntejlPftnjor® 
iliAn  equal  to  the  allowances,  -  •1,KH,00j  40 

Xbe  terras  of  parment  pioposod  by  the  committee  of  the  bank  werojihree  years  credit 

mX  SpCT  cent. ,  which  is  equal  to  3  per  cent .  deduction  on  •U  ,488473  90,  or     •  -    1,244,645  31 

jVt3<i  *^  dilTerence  between  3  per  cent  abatement  and  the  allowance  proposed. 

The  capital  slock  would  be  worth,      .-.-..■--- 


28,618,610  27 


•U,48d,173  90 


210,639  91 


•11,696,313  81 1 


or  •lis 


a)  per  share. 


*  Or  W 15  63  per  share,  cash,  on  the  3d  of  March.  1836,  with  6  per  cent,  interest  until  paid.  .  .    _.  vi    u  ,r        i 

-r  Or  •119  13  ^r  share,  if  sold  at  18, 30, 42,  and  64  months'  creduifrom  the  4th  of  MarcMSSe,  with  5  per  cent,  mterest,  payable  half  yearly. 
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Claim  of  UniUd  SUOes  on  U.  S.  Bank. 


Statbxkvt  No.  l^-Continoed. 

68,752  sharea  repreoented  by  ihe  Treasury  Department, 


at  S1191cL  amount  to 
I>educt  dividend  credited  to  the  Treasury  in  March, 

Value  of  iho  Government  intereit, 


88^90^426  76 
80,210  67 

6,110,215  09 


66,752  shares,  at  8118  53, 
Deduct  March  divi  lend, 

Value, 


-  ««,M'1*4  J« 

80,9017 


Valuation  of  Uiis  slock  by  the  report  of  the  bank's  coremiliee— €8,752  shares,  at  fl  11  47  ^f^^\  each,  amount  to 
Deduct  dividend  passed  to  the  credit  of  the  United  Stales,  ....... 


Sum  yet  due  to  the  Government, 


No.  2. 
Trxasurt  Depabtmkht, 

June  26,  1836. 

Sir  :  I  enclose,  herewith,  a  copy  of  an  act  of  Congrav, 
appioved  on  the  23d  instant,  entitled  **An  act  authorizing 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  act  as  agent  of  the  United 
States  in  all  matters  relating  to  their  stock  in  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,"  and  will  thank  you  to  furnish  me  now, 
and  monthly  hereafter,  the  information  on  all  the  points 
required  to  be  given  by  the  second  section  of  the  said  act. 
If  any  of  the  effects  of  the  bank  have  been  assigned  in 
trust,  you  are  requested  to  transmit  copies  of  the  assign- 
ments. If  any  of  the  information  required  by  the  section 
above  named  be  not  in  your  possession,  but  in  that  of  your 
trustees,  I  desire  you  to  procure  and  communicate  it  to  me, 
as  the  agent  authorized  by  the  act  to  receive  the  same. 
You  will  confer  a  favor,  also,  by  informing  me  when  it  is 
expected  that  the  capital  stock  iu  said  bank,  or  any  part 
thereof,  owned  by  the  Government,  will  be  paid  over;  what 
advance  will  probably  be  paid  on  the  par  value  of  the  same 
account  of  surplus,  profit,  interest.  Sec.;  and  what  mode 
is  contemplated  by  the  bank  to  ascertain  the  just  amount 
payable  to  the  United  States,  in  order  that  the  Department 
may  be  enabled  to  test  the  accuracy  of  the  calculation,  and 
the  true  sum  to  which  the  Government  may  be  entitled.  . 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

M.  L.  BsvAir,  Esq., 

PreaiderU  Bank  United  States, 

No.  3. 
Bask  or  the  Unitsd  States, 

July  26,  1836. 

Sin  :  Your  favor  of  the  25th  ultimo,  with  its  enclosure, 
was  submitted  to  the  board  of  directors  at  their  meeting 
this  day,  being  the  first  meeting  held  since  the  receipt  of 
your  letter.  In  reply  thereto,  I  have  the  pleasure  of  en- 
closing to  you  a  certified  copy  of  the  resolution  adopted  by 
the  board,  which  is  so  explicit  as  to  leave  nothing  to  add, 
except  the  assurance  of  respect  of  your  obedient  servant, 

MATTHEW  L.  SEVAN,  President 

Hon.  Levi  Woodbubt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ^  Washington,  D.  C, 

No.  4. 
Baitk  of  thz  Uxitsd  Statks, 

July  25,  1836. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors,  held  this  day, 
the  following  resolution  was,  on  motion,  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  bank  is  hereby  re- 
quested to  inform  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that,  on 
the  2d  day  of  March  last,  a  transfer  was  made  of  all  the 
funds  of  the  institution  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
chartered  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania ;  which  bank  at  the 
same  time  assumed  all  the  obligations  of  this  institution, 
and  especially  the  settlement  of  the  share  of  the  assets  due 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States ;  that,  in  order  to 
ascertain  the  value  of  said  share,  a  joint  committee  of  both 
boards  ia  now  engaged  in  making  an  investigation,  which. 


SOLOS' 


it  is  understood,  will  result  in  an  early  communication  te 
the  Secretary ;  and  that  his  letter  will  be  traiumitted  to  the 
board  of  dircetors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  chartered 
by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  from  which  it  wiO  doubdets 
receive  a  prompt  and  respectful  consideration. 
Extract  firom  the  minutes. 

J.  COWPBRTHWAIT, 

AtUng  Cashier, 

No.  5. 

Bakk  or  TBI  Unitkv  Statks, 

September  10,  1836. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  report  oC  ' 
the  joint  committee  composed  of  directors  of  the  late  and 
present  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  of  all  the  arbitratoTs 
selected  by  them  in  conformity  to  the  resolatioos  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
which  have  been  already  communicated  to  yoa. 

The  report  will  sufficiently  show  the  course  and  the  re- 
sult of  the  inquiry. 

All  the  materials  on  which  it  is  founded  will,  of  course, 
be  submitted  to  any  examinaticna  which  you  may  desire  to 
make,  either  in  person  or  in  any  other  mode  more  accept- 
able to  you ;  and  I  shall  have  great  satisfaction  in  aflbrdin^ 
every  facility  for  the  most  detailed  investigation. 

I  shall  be  equally  ready  to  adopt  any  mode  which  raaj 
be  deemed  expedient  for  making  sudi  a  diTision  of  the 
aBsets  of  the  bank  as  may  assure  to  the  Govemnient  its  just 
and  ample  proportion  of  them. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  regpecf  - 
fuUy, 

N.  BIDDLE,  President. 

Hon.  Lkti  Woodbvrt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Washington^  D.  C. 

No.  6. 

TbEASUBI    Dc^ABTMBKTy 

September  19,  1836. 

Sib:  Since  your  communication  of  the  25th  of  Jo^v 
last,  I  have  not  had  the  honor  to  receive  from  the  bank 
over  which  you  preside  any  further  information  on  tb* 
subject-matter  of  my  inquiries,-  made  the  month  previous . 
nor  has  any  such  information  been  received  from  any  other 
quarter,  except  what  is  contained  in  a  letter  that  reached 
me  the  12th  instant,  from  the  president  of  the  inBtttatks}, 
officiating  as  your  trusteee,  and  in  an  accompanying  repor?« 
which  he  enclosed.  A  copy  of  that  report,  it  is  premzmed, 
has  already  been  placed  in  your  possession  by  the  commit- 
tee who  prepared  it,  as  they  appear  to  have  beea  actin* 
partly  in  your  behalf.  It  is  not,  therefore,  deemed  nece^ 
sary  to  forward  it ;  but  from  its  contents,  and  from  the  let- 
ter before  named,  (a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  trannnit- 
ted,)  you  wiU  perceive  that  moat  of  my  former  inquiiin 
still  remain  unanswered  ;  though,  according  to  the  reaolo- 
tions  of  your  board,  enclosed  to  me  in  your  formei^comiBCH 
nication,  I^was  led  to  suppose  that  they  all  had  been  rclrr- 
red  to  your  trustee,  with  a  view  of  having  the  desired  in- 
formation speedily  communicated  to  me^  At  the  time  of 
those  inquiries,  I  particularly  wished,  and  am  still  acli^i* 
tous,  to  obtain  **  monthly  statements,"  since  Marcli  lB»t, 
of  '*  information  on  all  the  points  required  lobe  gi%m  ^> 
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tlie  second  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,"  a  copy  of  which 
wad  forwarded  to  you  as  a  guide  on  those  points.     All  that 
information  would  probahly  be  useful  to  me  in  the  discharge 
of  my  agency  for  the  Uniied  States,  and  some  of  it  is  now 
very  material  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  progress 
made  since  March  last  in  the  collection  of  the  demands  in 
favor  of  the  bank  chartered  by  the  United  States ;  and  also 
the  prospect  of  an  early  dividend  being  paid  to  the  United 
States  on  its  stock,  as  well  as  the  probable  amount  of  such 
dividend.     **  Copies  of  the  assignment  were  likewise  de- 
sired,'* if  any  of  the  effects  of  the  bank  had  been  transfer- 
red in  trust ;  these  have  not  been  received ;  but  the  omis- 
sion to  forwarci  them  has  been  less  material,  as  the  Treas- 
ury Department  has  been  apprized,  by  you,  of  the  fact  of 
an  assignment  having  been  made,  and  has  been  advised  of 
its  contents  by  one  of  the  United  States  directors,  so  that 
its  character  is  supposed  to  be  correctly  understood.     I  am 
unable,  however,  to  use  his  communications  as  official  docu- 
ments, and  copies  of  such  assignments  are,  therefore,  still 
desired  from  the  bank.     You  were  further  requested  to  in- 
form me  when  it  was  "  expected  that  the  capital  stock  in 
said  bank,  or  in  any  part  thereof  owned  by  the  Govern- 
ment, will  be  paid  over."     Nothing  definitive  has  yet  been 
communicated  by  you  or  your  trustee  on  this  point,  so  very 
interesting,  if  we  look  to  the  large  sum  probably  due  to  the 
United  States,  or  to  the  financial  estimates  for  the  enduing 
year,  which  must  soon  be  prepared  by  this  Department  for 
Congress ;  and  to  the  important  apportionment  of  a  large 
part  of  the  receipts  of  the  present  year,  which  is  to  be  made 
on  the  1st  of  January  next,  and  afterwards  placed  in  de- 
posite   with  the  different  States.     The  before-mentioned 
report  of  the  committee,  just  forwarded  to   mo,  removes 
none  of  the  difficulties  on  this  point,  though  the  question 
as  to  the  time  of  payment  seems  to  have  been  a  material 
part  of  the  subject  refened  to  them.     The  report  merely 
recommends  that  it  be  settled  by  subsequent  negotiation 
bctiveen  the  parties ;  and  Mr.   Biddle,  in  forwarding  that 
report  so  recently,  though  purporting  to  be  made  as  long 
ago  as  last  July,  speaks  only  of  his  readiness  to  <<  adopt 
any  mode  which  may  be  deemed  expedient  for  making  such 
a  division  of  the  assets  of  the  bank  as  may  assure  to  the 
Government  its  just  and  ample  proportion  of  them,'*  with- 
out saying  any  thing  as  to  the  time  contemplated  by  him 
for  making  that  division,  or  paying  over  that  proportion ; 
nor  does  he  propose  any  time  fur  such  division  or  pay- 
laeat  which  he  wishes  to  be  negotiated  about.     I  am,  ac- 
cordingly, without  any  intimation,  from  any  quarter,  as  to 
tlie  time  when  any  payment  to  the  United  States  is  either 
contemplated  or  desired  by  the  bank.     The  disappointment 
in  relation  to  this  particular  is  greater,  because,  independ- 
ently of  the  fact  before  mentioned,  that  information  on  this 
iahj€sci  was  specially  requested  by  this  Department  some 
months  ago,  and  is  very  material  to  a  conrect  performance 
of  some  of  its  duties,  it  was  presumed  to  have  been  the 
corporate  obligation  of  the  bank  (when  the  United  States 
fisud  entered  into  no  different  arrangement,  nor  had  been 
Jeaired  to  unite  in .  making  one)  to  proceed  immediately 
fcfter  the  3d  of  March  last,  and  cause  its  various  claims  to 
3e  diligently  collected,  and  the  nett  proceeds,  ta  any  con- 
siderable amount,  either  to  be  divided  as  fast  as  practicable 
among  those  entitled  to  receive  them,  or  at  least  a  due 
share  of  them  to  be  paid  to  the  Government,  which  had 
7een  excluded  from  any  participation  in  any  new  business 
>r  partnership  contemplated  by  the  rest  of  the  stockholders. 
i^tie  adoption  and  continuance  of  the  above  course  was 
li^refore  expected,  until  a  different  one  should  be  agreed 
>n  by  all  the  parties  in  interest. 

f  n  the  absence  of  the  information  desired,  concerning  the 
>r«0^nt  state  of  the  funds  of  the  bank,  it  is  obviously  not 
/osflihle  for  me  to  decide,  with  certainty,  whether  suitable 
n^ans  have  yet  been  obtained  for  making  any  dividends; 
»iiC  it  was  supposed  that  ere  this  most  of  the  assets  in  po»- 
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session  of  the  bank  on  the  3d  of  March  last,  which  did  not 
consist  of  money,  or  mere  real  estate,  or  obligations  fur 
the  sales  of  sotue  branches,  on  long  credit,  had  been  col- 
lected. The  usual  length  of  bank  credit  must  have  ex- 
pired two  or  three  months  ago;  and  the  money  received, 
with  what  was  before  on  hand,  it  was  hoped  (though  on 
conjectural  grounds,  without  the  information  asked)  would 
greatly  exceed  any  intervening  disbursements  proper  and 
necessary  on  account  of  the  bank  chartered  by  the  United 
States.  In  this  condition  of  things,  it  therefore  was  an- 
ticipated either  that  notice  would  have  been  received  be- 
fore this  period  of  the  actual  making  of  a  dividend  to  the 
United  States,  to  some  extent,  on  the  capital  stock,  (wheth- 
er the  residue  was  left  to  be  paid  upon  subsequent  ar- 
rangements as  to  its  full  value,  or  otherwise,)  or  at  least 
that  some  intimation  would  have  been  given  of  the  time 
when  it  was  intended  or  expected  to  make  some  payment 
to  the  United  States  towards  its  share,  leaving  the  entire 
value  of  that  share  to  be  hereafter  ascertained  by  mutual 
agreement,  or  by  the  final  result  of  the  whole  collections 
and  sales  of  the  assets.  For  these  reasons,  and  others  be- 
fore mentioned,  as  to  the  estimates  for  1 837,  and  the  ap- 
portionment of  the  public  deposites  to  be  made  next  Jan- 
uary, you  will  perceive  that  I  must  still  be  exceedingly 
anxious  to  have  an  early  reply  to  my  former  in^iries  on 
this  part  of  the  subject  At  the  same  time,  I  feel  happy  to 
acknowledge  that  the  report  furnishes  some  valuable  infor- 
mation in  answer  to  another  portion  of  my  inquiries,  con- 
cerning <*  what  mode  is  contemplated  by  the  bank  to  as- 
certain the  just  amount  payable  to  the  United  States," 
and  what  *<  advance  will  probably  be  paid  on  the  stocks  on 
account  of  surplus  profits,  interest,"  &c. 

From  the  report  and  some  of  the  stipulations  cited  from 
the  assignment,  I  infer  that    the  mode  preferred  by  the 
bank  has  not  been  the  usual  mede  when  the  charter  of  a 
bank  expires.     The  last  I  understand  to  be,  for  the  bank  * 
itself  to  proceed  seasonably  to  collect  the  debts  due  to  it ; 
sell  its  real  estate;    arrange  all  its  outstanding  concerns 
within  the  period  allowed  by  law ;  and,  from  time  to  time, 
though  as  early  as  possible,  make  dividends  to  its  stock- 
holders of  what  it  realizes,  after  deducting  all  necessary 
expenses ;  and,  at  the  expiration  of  the  period  permitted 
for  closing  its  affairs,  to  place  whatever  may  be  unfinished 
in  the  hands  of  trustees,  for  the  benefit  of  the  stockholders, 
or  divide  among  them  the  assets  remaining.     This  ordi- 
nary and  natural  mode  appears  to  be  that  best  calculated  to 
do  exact  justice  to  all  parties,  both  with  regard  to  the  times 
and  the  amounts  of  the  respective  dividends ;  and  also  ob- 
viates the  numerous  and  embarrassing  questions  concern- 
ing guaranties,  deductions,  depreciations,  securities,  &c., 
which  seem  inseparably  connected  with   the  course  thus 
far  pursued  by  the  bank  in  preparation  to  extinguish  the 
interest  of  the  United  States   in  its  capital  stock.     The 
usual  mode  appears  likewise  to  have  been  that  contempla- 
ted by  Congress  in  granting  in  the  charter  two  years  after 
its  expiration  to  collect  and  pay  over  the  corporate  funds  to 
the  stockholders.     With  regard  to  the  interest  of  the  other 
stockholders,  the  reasons    may  have    been   sufficient  for 
adopting  a  different  and  novel  mode,  and  that  without  pre- 
viously consulting  the  United    States,  the   only  retiring 
partner  from  the  concern.     I  understand,  from  the  rejlort, 
that  the  actual  course  of  the  bank  has  been  to  resort  to  an 
immediate  assignment  of  all  personal  property  to  a  trustee  ; 
to  appoint  committees  on  the    part  of  the  principal  and 
trustee  alone,  though    their    interest,  independent  of  the 
United  States,  were  identical ;  to  estimate  the  value  of  the 
personal  property  and  real  e^itate  on  tlie  3d  of  March  last, 
and  to  obtain  this   estimate,  not    for  the   adjustment  of 
claims  between  the  only  parties  to  it,  but  to  be  used,  as 
the  committee  say,  to  show  <*  what  ought  to  be  paid  or  se- 
cured to  the  United  States ; '  or,  as  you  say  in  your  reso- 
lution of  July  25,  to  ascertain  the  value  of  said  shares  of 
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the  United  SuteB,  or  to  be  used  like  the  doings  of  «•  ar- 
bitrators"  on  that  subject,  as  Mr.  Biddle  seems  to  consider  | 
the  committee,  or  a  portion  of  them.     But  it  is  to  be  re^ 
xnembered,  that  no  members  of  that  committee,  however 
respectable  and  intelligent,  were  selected  by  the  Govern- 
ment, the  value  of  whose  large  claim  of  seven  or  eight  mil- 
lions of  dollars  was  thus  to  be  fixed.     Nor  were  any  of 
thcjn  chosen  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  by  any 
persons  deputed  by  cither  the  United  States  or  him  for  that 
purpose.     Nor  is  it  known  that  any  body  on  behalf  of  the 
bank  has  ever,  in  any  way  or  at  any  time,  consulted  the 
United  States,  or  their  agent,  as  to  joining  this  committee 
with  an  equal  number  on  their  pari,  or  as  to  their  willing- 
ness to  approve  any  exclusive  moile  of  proceeding  by  one 
party  alone  for  settling  the  value  of  their  share  in  the  funds 
which  belonged  to  them  in  common,  or  in  a  certain  ratio, 
as  fully  as  to  the  other  stockholders ;  or  as  to  their  views, 
during  the  progress  of  the  subject  since  last  March,  on  any 
of  the  principles  adojitcd  in  valuing  the  property  of  the 
bank  in  which  the  Government  was  jointly  and  so  largely 
interested.     But  the  reasons    for  this  unusual  course,  if 
supposed  sufficient,  not  having  been  communicated  to  me, 
cannot  properly  be  weighed.     In  their  absence,  the  course 
pursued  appears  to  me  objectionable  in  behalf  of  the  Uni- 
ted 8lat«.     It  looks  unequal,  and  has  an  apparent  ten- 
dency to  produce  not  only  delay,  but  a  valuation  too  low, 
and  altogether  luifavorable  to  the  interests  of  the  Govern- 
ment.    But  the  materials  on  which  that  report  purports  to 
be  based  having  been  since  offered  by  the  trustee  to  be 
submitted  to  any  examination  I  may  desire,  removes,  in 
some  degree,  a  portion  of  these  objections,  and  renders  it  a 
duty,  in  the  exercise  of  proper  vigilance  and  care  over  xht 
interests  of  the  United  States,  to  avail  myself  of  the  offer, 
as  well  for  the  purpose  of  detecting  any  possible  inaccuracy 
^  of  figures,  as  of  testing  the  principles  assumed  in  the  re- 
port, and  which  might  otherwise  be  considered  as  acquies- 
ced in  by  the  agent  of  the  United  States.     But  the  effect 
of  appointing  committees,  however  reputable,  by  only  one 
party,  for  the  purpose  of  making  an  ex  parte  statement,  in- 
tended in  any  way  to  operate  on  the  interests  of  others, 
though  the  materials  be  afterwards  offered  for  re-examina- 
tion, still  seems  to  be  to  procrastinate  a  final  adjustment, 
to  produce  dissatisfaction,  and  to  forestall  opinion  upon 
such  points  as  may  have  been  decided.     Hence,  I  feel  sensi- 
bly, and  regret,  the  awkward  and  unfavorable  attitude  in 
which  the  Government  is  thus  placed,  but  shall,  notwith- 
standing, endeavor  as  soon  as  practicable  to  procure  three 
gentlemen  of  high  respectability  and  competent  qualifica- 
tions to  investigate  those  materials,  and  report  to  me  their 
views  upon  them,  and  also  upon  the  proper  basis  of  a  settle- 
ment.    Whether  any  essential  error  in  computations,  or 
in  the  principles  assumed  by  the  committee,  has  occurred 
or  not,  and  whether  the  amount  estimated  in  the  report  be 
or  be  not  too  smnll,  if  seasonably  paid,  with  proper  in- 
terest, it  is  important  for  the  Government,  representing  the 
interests  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  in  this  cluim,  to 
have  as  full,  fair,  and  satisfactory  evidence  in  relation  to 
its  true  condition  as  is  practicable.     It  is  highly  proper, 
also,  that  a  thorough  scrutiny  of  its  value  be  made  by  some 
agent  on  their  part,  before  any  consent  is  given  to  a  course 
of  settlement  different  from  the  usual  one  in  similar  cases, 
and  before  a  decision  is  made  on  any  offer  of  payment  in 
full  by  the  bank,  provided  it  should  hereafter  propose  to 
make  one  at  any  time  of  the  amount  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee, or  of  any  other  amount  supposed   to  correspond 
nearer  to  the  real  value  of  the  share  of  the  United  States. 
But  as  no  specific  sum  has  yet  been  offered  by  the  bank,  to 
be  paid  either  in  full  or  in  part,   at  an  early  or  remote  day, 
no  occasion  has  yet  arisen  fur  any  such   decision.     Due 
efforts,  however,  will  be  continued  to  procure  the  proper 
information  to  act  on,  whenever  the  bank  is  ready  to  make 
or  propose  payments  of  any  kind,  so  that  nothing  may  be 


wanting  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  inaure  due  dn- 
patch  in  disposing  of  this  embarrassing  subject  in  the  ut ail 
mode,  or  by  a  final  arrangement,  as  soon  as  the  bank  ii 
prepared  for  either  course. 

The  great  pressure  of  other  ofBcial  duties  at  the  seat  of 
Government  will  prevent  my  personal  attention  so  fully  as  ii 
desirable  to  many  branches  of  this  laborious  inquiry,  and  I 
shall  therefore  request  those  gentlemen  to  report,  amcmg 
other  things,  besides  the  state  of  the  befoie-named  msteri' 
als,  their  views  on  the  correctness  of  the  principles  adopted 
by  4^0  fonner  committee  in  coming  to  some  of  their  cooclih 
sions,  as  well  as  their  views  about  the  best  mode  of  nov 
adjusting  the  amount  to  which  tlie  United  States  may  U 
entitled  in  the  assets  of  the  bank ;  what  in  their  jodgioent 
that  amount  is  likely  to  be,  if  ascertained  in  the  usual  mod«, 
and  the  proper  amount,  times  of  payment,  rates  of  interest, 
and  security  to  be  now  given,  in  the  event  that  the  back 
shall  be  unwilling  to  proceed ;  and  have  dividends  and  pst 
ments  promptly  made  to  the  United  States,  from  time  to 
time,  as  collections  may  warrant,  until  the  whole  concern 
be  closed  in  the  manner  before  mentioned,  a»  mo^t  custoa- 
ary  and  most  agreeable  to  this  Department.     Allow  me  to 
suggest,  also,  as  a  course  which  seems  fair  and  eligible, 
both  to  produce  a  more  rapid  progress  in  closing  this  bua* 
jie«s,  and  to  give  fuller  satisfaction  as  well  to  the  bank  if 
the  Government,  that  an  equal  number  of  disinterested 
gentlemen  be  designated  by  the  bank,  to  unite  in  the  re-ex- 1 
amination  of  the  materials,  and  in  an  inquiiy  on  the  addi- 
tional topics  which  will  be  suggested  by  me  to  the  gectkmfii 
selected  by  this  Department,  end,  aher  mutual  consulti< 
tion,  that  they  agree,  if  practicable,  in  one  view  of  A* 
subject,  or  of  any  important  parts  of  it,  and  report  acccnl- 
ingly.     Such  union  of  opinion  would  doubtless  l^e  calcuh* 
ted  to  have  much  weight  with  all  parties,  and,  though  nst 
binding  on  either,  would  probably  be  decisive  where  iht 
strongest  reasons  did  not  happen  to  exist  to  overrule  it.  h 
the  mean  time,  as  the  agent  of  the  United  Slates,  I  bef 
leave  to  assure  the  bank  of  my  readiness  at  all  tiroes,  and 
indeed  my  anxiety,  to  receive  early  as  practicable,  on  ac- 
count of  the  stock  owned  by  the  Government,  any  divi- 
dend or  payment  the  bank  or  its  trustee  may  be  prepared  is 
make  towards  the  portion  to  which  the  Government  shsl 
in  the  end  in  any  mode  appear  to  be  justly  entitled.     Acd 
if  no  other  course  can,  during  the  two  yean  allowed  by  tht 
charter,  be  agreed  on  for  settlement,  except  prompt  period- 
ical payments  to  the  extent  of  the  nett  coUecdons,  ih( 
Secretary  of  the  Trcasuiy  for  the  time  being  will  doul:t:f« 
be  willing,  as  to  all  which  shall  remain  uncollected  ir.i 
unpaid  at  the  end  of  that  period,  to  enter  into  a  still  furths 
arrangement  to  divide  ratably  the  assets  remaining,  or  re- 
ceive afVerwards,  as  collected,  a  due  portion  of  what  ^aii 
be  then  outstanding.     It  may  be  proper  to  explain  \hr> 
this  letter  is  addressed  to  yourself  rather  than  your  trustee,: 
in  consequence  of  the  failure  to  obtain  from*  you  or  erjj 
other  pierson  most  of  the  material  information  rrqueeted  last! 
June,  under  the  att  of  Congress  pasred  in  that  month,  tnd 
in  consequence  of  the  claim  of  the  United  States  being  m 
the  first  instance  wholly  on  the  bank  over  which  you  pr^^ 
side.     The  United  States,  as  a  stockholder,  is  likewiie  c:^ 
eluded  from  all  interest  in  the  institution  which  has  bccfl 
selected  as  your  trustee,  and,  as  a  stockholder,  is  no  parr^ 
to  either  that  selection  or  the  assignment.  Under  the  alic^ 
act  of  Congress,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  also  ap- 
pointed agent  to  represent  the  United  States  as  a  stock bclce? 
only,  and  in  that  capacity  commenced  the  oorresposdci::* 
with  you  of  which  this  constitutes  a  part.    But  e  copv  r^ 
this  letter  will,  for  convenience  and  comity  to  all  conrcr- 
ed  on  the  part  of  the  bank,  be  forwarded  to  the  preside -J 
of  the  institution  to  which  your  assets  have  been  con^e^  c^: 
I  am,  Ac.  LEVI  WOODBCRV. 

Secretary  of  the  Treoi^'l 
Matthbw  L.  BsTAir,  Esq., 

PreMmt  Bank  V.  S.  PhiUuL 
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[24th  Coiro.  Sd  Sxtt. 


No.  7. 
Tbeasurt  Dzpabtmesit, 

September  20,  1836. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  enclosing  a  report  upon  the 
affiiin  of  the  bank  chartered  by  the  United  States,  as  those 
af!kirs  existed  on  or  near  the  3d  of  March  last. 

I  have  cheerfully  accepted  your  offer,  as  trustee  of  that 
bank,  and  in  actual  possession  of  its  assets  and  books,  to 
permit  an  qzamination  to  be  made  of  the  materials  upon 
ivhich  that  report  is  founded,  in  any  mode  most  agreeable 
to  me.  For  the  manner  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  conduct 
that  examination,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  enclosed 
copy  of  my  letter  of  the  19th  instant,  addressed  to  the 
president  of  that  bank,  the  principal  in  this  case,  and  con- 
taining also  some  views  in  continuation  of  the  correspond* 
eoce  heretofore  commenced  between  him  and  myself  in 
relation  to  the  condition  of  the  bank,  to  the  information  de- 
sired as  to  some  of  its  concerns,  and  the  time  as  well  as  the 
mode  and  amount  contemplated  for  payment  to  the  United 
States  on  account  of  their  share  in  its  capital  stock,  and  in 
the  surplus  profits  which  have  accrued  thereon. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
Nicholas  Biddib,  Esq., 

Preiident  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 

chartered  by  Pennsylvania^  Philadelphia. 

No.  8. 
Tbeasttbt  Dspabtxext, 

September  21,  1836. 

QBsrTi.EXEV  :  As  you  have  been  selecterl  to  act  on  the 
part  of  the  Seeretaiy  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  purpose, 
among  other  things,  of  examining  the  materials  on  which 
the  endosed  report  (A)  is  founded,  I  winh  that  your  in- 
quiries may  be  commenced  at  the  earliest  convenient  day. 

Independent  of  the  rights  conferred  on  me  by  the  2d  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  Congress,  passed  June  23,  1836,  in  cer- 
tain cases  to  '*  inspect  and  examine,  or  cause  to  be  inspect- 
ed and  examined,'*  certain  accounts  of  the  United  States 
Bank,  or  "  any  trust*'  relating  to  them,  the  proffer  has 
been  voluntaiily  made  to  me  to  allow  the  examination  of 
ail  those  materials  before  mentioned,  in  any  way  most 
agreeable  to  this  Department.  This  proffer  is  contained  in 
a  letter  from  the  president  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
chartered  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania ;  a  copy  of  which  is 
enclosed.  (B.)  Copies  of  my  reply  thereto,  and  of  an- 
other communi6atton  from  me  to  the  president  of  the  Uni- 
te<l  States  Bank  chartered  by  Congress,  and  relating  to  this 
and  other  topics,  are  herewith  forwarded  for  your  perusal 
and  use.     (C  and  D.) 

In  order  that  you  may  be  acquainted  with  the  whole  cor- 
re^pondgice  since  the  passage  of  the  above  act  of  Congress, 
I  also  annex  copies  of  my  letter  to  the  president  of  the 
bank  in  June^jjpt,  and  of  his  only  reply  Uiereto^  dated  in 
July  following.  (E  and  F.)  In  making  that  examina- 
tion, and  a  report  on  the  result,  as  well  as  on  certain  other 
matters  hereafter  enumerated,  there  may  be  associated  with 
yau  another  committee,  selected  by  the  old  bank.  It  has 
been  invited  to  do  this,  and,  if  acceding  to  the  suggestion, 
it  is  hoped  that  you  may  be  able  to  agree  in  a  report  on 
soma  if  not  all  the  points  submitted  to  your  consideration ; 
otherwise  it  is  desired  that  you  will  proceed  alone,  and  pre- 
sent a  separate  report  of  your  own  views. 

1.  I  wish*  first,  in  the  examination  of  those  materials 
which  form  the  basis  of  the  enclosed  report,  to  invite  your 
attention  to  the  following  particulars,  without  intending  to 
exclude  thereby  your  researches,  so  far  as  may  appear  prop- 
er, into  the  whole  of  them.  What  portion  of  the  assets  of 
the  bank  on  the  3d  of  March  last  consisted  of  obligations  for 


the  sales  of  its  branches,  and  what  was  the  length  of  credit 
given  on  them  1  What  amounts  of  the  personal  securities 
and  domestic  bills  on  band  on  the  3d  of  March,  1836,  have 
since  been  collected,  and  what  have  since  been  received  for 
the  sales  of  real  estate  and  banking-houses  ?  Whether  all 
the  sums  since  received,  with  the  money  then  on  hand  in 
bills  of  the  other  banks,  specie,  and  balances  due  from  other 
banks,  have  not  exceeded  the  payments  since  made  of  bal- 
ances due  to  other  banks  on  the  3d  of  March,  the  amount 
of  notes  then  outstanding  and  since  redeemed,  the  depositee 
since  paid,  and  the  actual  expenses  incurred  in  transacting 
this  portion  of  the  business  1  If  the  receipts  have  exceed- 
ed the  payments,  I  wish  you  to  report  the  amount,  and  the 
reasons,  if  any,  why  a  due  portion  of  the  balance  should 
not  immediately  be  paid  over  to  the  United  States,  towards 
its  share  in  the  capital  stock.  You  are  further  desired  to 
examine,  as  carefully  as  may  be,  the  character  of  the  de- 
mands returned  as  loans  and  bills  on  the  Sd  of  March,  to 
see  if  any  guarantee,  or  commissions  for  guarantee,  aa 
recommended  by  the  report,  are  necessary  and  proper ;  and 
if  so,  on  how  many  of  them,  and  at  what  rate  on  any  of 
them ;  and  whether  all  doubtful  debts  had  not  been  previ- 
ously withdrawn  and  arranged  under  some  different  head, 
so  as  to  render  unnecessary  any  guarantee  whatever.  If 
any  guarantee  were  ever  proper  on  a  part  of  them,  you  are 
requested  to  report  if  that  part  has  not  since  been  chiefly 
converted  into  money,  so  as  to  render  a  subsequent  agree- 
ment to  pay  it  improper  on  the  part  of  the  United  States. 
The  value  of  the  real  estate  and  banking-houses  is  an  item 
on  which  a  large  deduction  has  been  made  in  the  report ; 
and  the  ground  for  it,  if  any,  considering  that  real  estate  has 
generally  risen  of  late  so  much  in  value,  I  wish  specially  in- 
vestigated. Some  inquiry  may  be  found  expedient  to  as- 
certain if  this  property  will  not  probably  produee  more  than 
the  cost;  and,  in  connexion  with  this,  an  item  for  a  fund 
to  extinguish  the  coRt  of  banking-houses  requires  fuller  ex- 
planation. All  these  particulars  might  be  satisfactorily  ar- 
ranged in  any  recommendation  for  settlemerit,  by  agree- 
ments to  sell  within  two  years,  and  pay  over  our  rightful 
portion  of  the  nett  proceeds.  The  suspended  or  doubtful 
debts,  under  whatever  heads,  need  a  close  scrutiny ;  and  I 
would  suggest  whether  any  fair  test  of  their  true  value  can 
be  fixed,  except  prompt  and  diligent  collections,  in  full  or 
in  part,  were  practicable ;  and,  in  case  of  any  arrangement 
bereafler,  a  covenant  to  pay  to  the  United  States  its  just 
ratio  of  what  is  afterwards  aclually  obtained  on  thom.  From 
the  item  of  outstanding  notes  or  circulation  on  the  3d  of 
March,  only  a  small  deduction  has  been  proposed  by  any 
of  the  committee  for  such  as  may  have  been  lost  or  destroy- 
ed during  the  past  twenty  years.  Any  materials  to  justify 
this  ought  to  be  specified,  as  the  amount  in  circulation  has 
generally  been  large,  a  long  time  has  elapsed  since  they 
have  been  circulating,  and  the  range  of  circulation  haa  been 
very  wide  and  unusually  exposed  to  losses.  A  great  de- 
duction for  losses  would  therefore  soem  to  be  proper,  un- 
less facts  exist  on  this  point  now  unknown  to  me. 

In  case  of  no  immediate  arrangement,  except  to  pay  over 
to  tho  United  States  its  share  of  the  nett  collections  from 
time  to  time,  during  the  two  years  allowed  by  the  charter 
to  close  up  the  concerns  of  the  institution,  the  most  safe 
and  just  rule  on  this  subject  of  the  outstajiding  circulation 
which  has  occurred  to  me  is,  that  the  parties,  at  the  end  of 
the  two  years,  should  presume  all  the  old  notes  unpresent- 
ed  to  be  lost,  and  settle  accordingly,  with  an  obligation  on 
the  part  of  tlie  Government  to  contribute  proportionally  to* 
wards  the  reimbursement  for  the  redemption  of  any  bills 
subsequently  presented.  The  unclaimetl  dividends  can 
then  be  equitably  adjusted  in  the  same  manner;  or»  if  an 
estimate  be  now  made  of  their  character,  it  is  probable  that, 
on  a  careful  inquiry  into  their  large  amount  and  situation, 
it  will  appear  thi|t.a  considerable  deduction  ought  to  be 
made  for  such  as  may  never  be  claimed.     The  large  iten 
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of  profit  and  loss  will  require  a  close  analysis  as  well  as 
that  of  the  contingent  ftind,  contingent  interest,  and  de- 
ficiencies. 

Though  the  former  committee  may  have  dissected  and 
placed  a  proper  estimate  en  all  of  these,  and  the  materials 
on  which  they  rest,  yet  the  details  do  not  appear  in  so  full 
and  satisfactory  a  manner  as  is  desirahle.  On  the  item  of 
the  contingent  fund,  it  may  further  be  proper  so  far  to 
examine  retrospectively  into  the  materials  as  to  ascertain 
that  no  mistake  has  been  inadvertently  made  in  the  appli- 
cation of  any  part  o{  it  to  subjects  connected  in  any  way 
with  the  new  institution  chartered  by  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  in  which,  as  the  United  States  have  no  in- 
terest, they  should  of  course,  on  account  of  it,  suffer  no 
charge  or  loss.  A  careful  inquiry  of  the  same  kind,  and 
with  the  same  and  other  legitimate  views,  might  properly 
be  carried  into  some  other  items,  such  as  profit  and  loss, 
and  discount,  exchange,  and  interest.  In  the  next  place, 
the  nett  balance  due  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  and 
offices  from  its  branches,  amounting  to  about  one  million 
and  a  half,  is  charged  by  the  conunittee  among  the  sums  to 
be  deducted.  The  propriety  of  this  seems  to  be  very 
questionable,  without  further  explanation.  The  apparent 
value  of  the  stock,  on  the  statement  of  the  condition  of  the 
bank  in  March  last,  in  so  much  greater  than  the  estimate 
made  by  the  committee,  the  sales  in  the  market  have  often 
been  so  much  higher,  and  the  opportunities  enjoyed  to 
dispose  advantageously  of  most  of  the  branches  and  to  col- 
lect the  debts  due  to  the  others  have  been  so  unusual  aiid 
great,  that  particular  vigilance  seems  necessary  to  ascertain 
if  some  essentia  error  does  not  exist  in  a  number  of  the 
data  which  constitute  the  basis  of  that  report,  and  which 
reduce  so  low  the  estimated  value  of  the  stock. 

2.  Afler  a  proper  scrutiny  of  all  the  materialti  and  items 
relating  to  this  subject,  whether  before  enumerated  or  not, 
you  are  requested  to  inquire  into  the  principles  applied  to 
them  by  the  committee,  and  especially  those  of  charging  a 
large  sum  for  a  guarantee  on  all  or  any  of  the  demands, 
whether  since  collected  or  not,  and  whether  clearly  good 
or  doubtful,  and  other  large  sums  also  for  commissions.  It 
seems  questionable  whether  either  of  them,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances of  this  case,  be  proper :  the  first,  for  reasons 
before  named ;  and  the  last,  because  the  actual  expense  of 
collecting  these  demands,  during  two  years,  would  seem  to 
have  been  intended  by  the  charter  to  be  incurred  by  the 
old  bank,  and  to  be  performed  by  its  officers  for  their  usual 
compensations  or  salaries^  and  who  are  now  supposed  to 
be  left  almost  destitute  of  employment  of  any  kind. 
Whether  performed  by  the  old  bank  or  its  trustee,  the  sum 
actually  expended  on  this  business,  or  a  fair  portion  of  the 
whole  actual  expenses  of  the  institution  while  engaged  in 
it,  seem  to  be  the  proper  ones,  and  appear  to  me  not  likely 
to  amount,  with  demands  so  peculiarly  situated  and  secured 
as  most  of  them  are,  to  more  than  a  small  fraction  of  the 
gross  amount  of  from  one  to  two  millions,  proposed  in  the 
Teport. 

After  the  two  years,  any  bank  acting  as  trustee  would 
really  incur  but  a  small  trouble  or  expense  in  aiding  to 
collect  what  might  then  be  outstanding,  and,  it  is  presu- 
med, would  be  willing  to  make  only  a  moderate  charge 
therefor. 

3.  You  arc  next  desired  to  report  on  what,  in  your 
opinion,  is  the  best  mode  of  adjusting  the  proper  amount 
due  to  the  United  Blates — whether  by  immediate  payment 
of  our  share  of  the  nett  actual  collections,  and  by  subse- 
quent dividends  as  collections  accumulate,  from  time  to 
time,  till  the  charter  expires,  and  then  by  an  equitable 
division  of  the  remaining  assets,  or  a  sale  of  them  with 
covenants  as  to  certain  items  before  named  ;  or  by  an  esti- 
mate  made  now  of  the  value  of  the  whole  assets  on  the  3d 
March  last,  and  an  agreement  to  receive  payment  of  our 
share  of  that  estimated  value  at  such  times  and  on  such 


interest  since  the  3d  March,  and  in  siich  inatalmenti  ai»d 
with  such  security  as  may  aeem  to  yoa  reaaooabte.  On 
these  points  I  have  nothing  more  to  suggest  for  yoor  con- 
sideration than  what  has  before  been  expressed  in  this  let- 
ter, and  more  in  detail  in  that  to  the  presideiii  of  the  hank. 
on  the  19th  instant. 

Should  you  recommend  the  last  course,  or  not,  it  is  itiil 
desirable  that  your  views,  and  the  reasons  on  which  they 
are  founded,  should  appear  in  your  report,  so  far  as  regards 
the  whole  proper  amount,  the  times  of  payment,  rates  of 
interest,  and  the  security  to  be  given,  in  case  that  coimc 
be  eventually  adopted. 

4.  It  is  further  wished  that,  in  forming  an  opinion  of  the 
value  of  the  assets  of  the  bank  on  the  3d  of  March,  you 
should  take  into  consideration  the  amount  of  dividends  due 
to  the  United  States  which  has  been  withheld  and  applied 
by  the  bank  in  payment  of  a  claim  for  damages  on  the  draft 
or  order  drawn  by  the  Department  on  the  French  Govern- 
ment.    Under  all  the  circumstances  of  that  case,  this  De- 
partment cannot  recognise  the  right  of  the  bonk  to  uj 
thing  except  the  actual  expenses  incurred  by  it  in  eoat^ 
quence  of  the  failure  by  the  French  Government  to  pay  the 
draft,  with  the  usual  interest  thereon,  while  the  bank  had 
not  Uie  use  of  the  mcmey,  provided  it  did  not  have  the  use 
of  it  during  the  whole  period  till  its  formal  repayment.  For 
further  particulars  on  this  question,  reference  can  be  had  to 
the  printed  opinions  of-  Uie  Attorney  General,  and  the 
views  of  this  Department  in  the  annual  reports  to  Con- 
gress, December,  1834.     It  would  tlierefore  seem  proper, 
and  it  is  submitted  to  your  consideration,  and  that  of  asy 
committee  uniting  with  you  on  the  part  of  the   bank, 
whether  the  claim  for  constructive  damages  had  not  better 
be  relinquished  by  the  bank,  and  only  a  full  indemnity  for 
any  actual  loss  be  rec^ved,  and  the  value  of  the  stock  tc 
estimated  on  that  basis,  the  bank  in  the  mean  time  paying 
over  the  dividends  to  the  United  States  which  were  with- 
held in  1834. 

6.  All  the  special  depoaites  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  it  is  supposed,  will  of  course  be  undorstood  (in  any 
detailed  arrangement  proposed)  as  proper  to  be  returned  ( r 
accounted  for,  independent  of  the  share  to  which  the  Uni- 
ted States  are  entitled  in  the  capital  stock,  and  the  prol3t< 
made  thereon.  So  of  all  funds  or  demands  held  under 
special  contract  with  the  United  States,  as  in  case  of  the 
Columbia  Bank  of  Georgetown,  District  of  Columbia.  I 
make  suggestions  on  these  topics  of  the  dividends  witli- 
held,  and  the  special  depoaites  and  special  contrmcts,  b 
order  to  prevent,  if  possible,  any  future  misapprehension  c: 
litigation  concerning  them,  should  they  not  be  exprea&hr 
provided  for  in  any  arrangement  proposed.  1  take  Uie  bK 
crty  to  designate  the  20th  instant  as  the  day  of  yoar  meet- 
ing at  Philadelphia,  and  forward  this  to  Mr.  GUpin,  the 
resident  in  that  city,  for  your  joint  use,  with  a  vcqnest  that 
he  will  apprize  the  other  gentlemen  of  the  time  and  plarc 
designated,  as  well  as  the  two  bahks;  and,  if  not  coi>- 
venient  to  all,  thai  he  make  arrangement^mutaally  agrer- 
able,  as  to  some  other  eariy  day  on  whll0lo  rommeace 
your  inquiries. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, LEVI  WOODBURY,  - 

Secretarif  rftht  Treasury  ^ 

To  C.   C.  CiXBRKLBTrO,*^ 

H.  D.  GiLPi ir,  and      >  Etquirts, 
JoHX  White,  j 

No.   9. 

Puii.ADEi.PHri,  iS!e7>/e»iAer  29,  1836. 

Gbtttlemex  :  Having  been  selected  by  the  Secrrtan  «?! 

the  Treasury,  in  conjunction  with  Messrs.  C.  W.  Lawrentr. 

of  New  York,  and  John  White,  of  Baltimore,  to  exasu.i^' 

the  materials  on  which  was  founded  the  report  of  the  jourf 

I  committee  of  directors  of  the  late  and  present  Banks  of  tU 
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[24th  CoKo.  2d  8xm. 


United  Ststea,  transmitted  to  him  on  the  10th  invtant,  I 
am  requested  by  him  to  inform  you  of  the  time  and  place 
designated  for  our  meeting,  in  order  that,  if  not  conye- 
nient  to  all,  such  as  are  so  may  be  fixed  upon.  We  pro- 
pose to  meet  at  10  o'clock,  on  Saturday  morning  next,  the 
1st  October,  at  the  North  American  Hotel. 

The  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  IBth 
inntant,  communicated  to  the  president  of  both  banks,  ex- 
plains his  Tiews  of  the  course  he  deems  most  eligible.  It 
is  therefore  only  necessary  to  add,  that  we  are  deairous  to 
make,  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  arrangemenU  mutu- 
ally suitable  to  all  parties. 

Very  respectfully,  Ac. 

H.  D.  GILPIN. 

To  the  Pbxsidbht  and  Dibbcfobs 
of  the  Bank  of  the  U.  S.  chartered  by  Congreee, 

A  duplicate  of  the  above  was  addressed  «<  To  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  SUtes  char- 
tered by  Pennsylvania.'* 

No.  10. 

Bank  of  the  United  States, 

September  30,  1836. 

Sib-:  I  am  instructed  to  inform  you,  in  reply  to  your 
letter  of  the  29th  instant,  that  Messrs.  Caleb  Coue, 
Richard  Price,  and  Robert  Toland,  have  been  appointed  a 
committee,  on  behalf  of  the  two  banks,  to  meet  the  commit- 
tee appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  re-ex- 
amine the  report  referred  to  in  his  letter  of  the  19th 
instant. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

8.  JAUDON,  Cashier. 

M.  D.  Gilpin,  Esq.,  Wainut  street. 

No.  11. 

Pbiladelpbia,  September  30,  1836. 

GByTLEHSN:  I  received  the  letter  of  Mr.  Jaudon  of  this 
date,  mentioning  that  you  were  appointed  a  committee,  on 
Sehalf  of  the  two  banks,  to  meet  Messrs.  Lawrence,  White, 
an<]  myself.  Those  gentlemen  have  arrived  in  town,  and, 
if  convenient,  we  shall  be  obliged  by  your  meeting  us  at 
my  office,  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 

Very  respectfully,  6lc. 

H.  D.  GILPIN. 
T'o  Messrs.  Caleb  Cope, 

RicnABD  Pbice,  and 
Robebt  Toland. 

No.   12. 

Tbeasurt  Depabtmsnt, 

October  0,  1836. 

Gk.nti.emen  :  In  my  letter  to  you  of  the  2 1st  ultimo 
illusion  was  made  to  the  sales  and  valuation  of  the 
stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  at  a  price  much 
^reattfr  than  the  estimate  in  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
he  b«nk,  fixing  its  value  per  share  at  only  $1 1 1  47.  This 
topic  waa  alluded  to  as  furnishing  a  circumstance  which  in- 
iicated  that  the  estimate  made  in  the  report  was  much  too 
o^vr.  In  addition  to  that  circumstance,  and  what  was  be- 
bre  suggested  in  connexion  with  it,  I  would  now  invite 
rour  attention  to  the  report  of  the  special  agent  of  this  De- 
>«rtinent,  as  to  the  actaal  value  of  the  stock  of  the  bank 
n  1 833,  and  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
^eans  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  founded  upon  that 
eport,  and  upon  the  oaths  of  the  directors  of  the  bank,  as 
o  the  true  value  of  the  stock  in  January,  1832.  The  first 
if  tHese  reports,  ss  understood  by  me,  made  the  real  value 
>r  ttxe  stock  of  the  bank  to  be  at  that  time  more  than  20 
»er  c«nt.  above  par,  and  the  latter  report  more  than  23 
«r    cent,  above  par.     For  the  particular  grounds  upon 


which  these  valuations  were  made,  you  are  respectfully  re- 
ferred to  the  reports  themselves. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
To  C.  W.  Lawbence,         "J 

Henbt  D.  Gilpin,  and  C  Committee,  Uc. 
John  White,  Esqrs.,     j 

No.  13. 

Points  of  inquiry  partieutariy  suggested  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  and  proposed  accordingly. 

Sbptembeb  30,  1836. 

1.  What  portions  of  the  assets  of  the  bank  on  the  3d  of 
March,  1836,  conristed  of  obligations  for  the  sale  of  its 
branches,  and  what  was  the  -length  of  credit  given  on 
themi 

2.  What  amount  of  the  personal  securities  and  domes- 
tic bills  on  hand  on  the  3d  of  March,  1836,  has  been  col- 
lected? 

3.  W*bat  was  the  amount  of  sales  and  receipts  of  the 
real  estate  and  banking-houses  since  the  3d  of  March. 
1836? 

4.  What  has  been  received,  sinoe  the  3d  of  March,  1 836, 
of  the  amount  in  hills  of  other  banks  th^  on  hand,  and  of 
balances  then  due  from  other  banks  ? 

6.  What  amount  has  been  paid,  since  the  3d  of  March, 
1836,  for  the  liquidation  of  balances  then  due  to  other 
banks ;  for  the  redemption  of  notes  then  outstanding ;  for 
the  depoaites  since  paid ;  and  for  the  actual  expenses  of 
conducting  the  business  of  the  institution  since  that  time  ? 

6.  What  hss  been  the  amount  lost  or  destroyed  of  notes 
issued  by  th«  bank  since  its  first  establishment,  according 
to  the  beet  information  in  its  possession  ? 

7.  What  amount  of  dividends  unclsimed  on  the  3d  of 
March,  1836,  has  been  since  paid  ? 

No.  14. 
Philadelphia,  October  11,  1836. 

Deab  Sib  :  I  promised  Messrs.  Lawrence  and  White  io 
inform  them  when  the  residue  of  the  information  and  state- 
ments, requested  in  the  memorandum  we  gave  you,  will 
probably  be  furnished.  If  the  committee  are  yet  able  to 
fix  a  time,  I  shall  be  obliged  by  your  letting  me  know. 

Very  respectfully,  Ac. 

H.  D.  GILPIN. 
To  Caleb  Cope,  Esq. 

No.  15. 
Philadelphia,  October  13,  1836. 

Deab  Sir:  Your  note  of  the  1 1th  is  received.  On  ap- 
plication at  the  bank,  I  learn  that  the  officers  have  not  as 
yet  been  able  to  make  out  all  the  required  statements,  on 
account  of  the  pressure  of  other  duties.  The  cashier  as- 
sures me,  however,  that  they  will  be  ready  on  Monday 
morning  next 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 

CALEB  COPE. 
Henbv  D.  Gilpin,  Esq. 

No.  16. 

Philadelphia,  October  18,  1836. 

Gentlemen:  From  the  note  of  Mr.  Cope  to  Mr.  Gil« 
pin,  W9  were  under  the  expectation  that  Uie  information 
therein  referred  to  would  have  been  furnished  to  us  yester- 
day. Not  having  received  it,  we  take  the  liberty  of  asking 
it  at  your  earliest  convenience,  and  shall  be  much  obliged 
if  you  will  let  us  have  such  of  it  as  is  prepared  at  as  eariy 
an  hour  to-morrow  as  you  can,  it  being  our  desire  to 
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proeeed  with  the  neceaiaiy  inTMtigations  as  soon  ts  pos- 
sible. 

Very  Tespectfully,  dec. 

H.  D.  GILPIN. 
C.  W.  LAWRENCE. 
JOHN  WHITE. 
To  Messrs.  Calib  Cops, 

RicBASs  Pmics,  and 

ROBSBT  TOLJJTD. 

No.  17. 
Pbiladzlphia,  October  19,  1836. 

GxiTTLBMBir :  I  am  duty  in  the  leoeipt  of  your  commu- 
nication  addressed  to  the  committee  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  appointed  to  meet  you  in  the  existing  exam- 
ination of  the  subject-matter  of  their  late  report 

I  regret  that  an  indisposition  in  Mr.  Cowperthwait*s 
family  (who  promised  to  give  his  personal  attention  to  the 
matter)  has  prevented  an  earlier  compliance  with  your  re- 
quest I  did  not  suppose,  however,  tliat  the  tenor  of  my 
note  to  Mr.  Gilpin  conveyed  an  impression  that  the  answers 
to  your  inquiries  would  be  furnished  at  any  other  place  than 
at  tiie  bank. 

It  is  only  within  the  last  few  minutes  that  I  have  receiv- 
ed the  enclosed  document ;  and,  anxious  that  you  should 
have  it  at  the  earliest  possible  moment,  I  have  concluded  to 
send  it  to  you  without  conference  with  my  colleagues. 
Youre,  very  respectfully, 

CALEB  COPE. 
To  H.  D.  GiLPtir,  ^ 

C.  W.  Lawrkjcce,  and  ^Esquires. 
JoHjr  Whiti,  3 

No.  18. 

I.  The  amount  of  the  sales  of  the  debts,  dtc  at  the  of- 
fices, was  $14,639,084  71.  Some  of  the  sales  were  not 
finally  closed  until  after  the  Sd  of  March,  although  the  ne- 
gotiations had  commenced,  and  in  some  cases  agreements 
had  been  concluded,  before  that  time.  The  credit  ipay  be 
stated,  generally,  at  one,  two,  three,  and  four  years,  with 
five  per  cent,  interest  In  one  case,  four,  five,  six,  and 
seven  years  were  given  on  $250,000,  and  in  another, 
twenty  years  on  $1,000,000.  Besides  the  long  paper 
arising  from  these  sales,  loans  for  one  or  more  years  were 
made  both  at  the  bank  and  its  ofiices,  principally  with  a 
view  to  the  employment  of  the  funds  during  the  process  of 
winding  up.  Theso  loans  amounted  at  the  parent  bank 
(including  those  transferred  from  Baltimore  and  Charleston, 
and  other  offices  which  had  closed  their  active  business) 
to  $U,  11 1,774  62.  At  the  ofBce  at  New  York,  the 
amount  of  such  loans  is  $1,073,480  08.  The  total 
amount  of  long  loans  is  therefore  $28,624,889  81,  and 
there  are  others  at  some  of  the  other  offices  which  it  would 
take  time  to  ascertain. 

II.  The  old  books  have  not  been  posted  up  since  the  8d 
of  March,  and  therefore  it  would  take  some  time  to  ascer- 
tain what  amount  of  notes  and  bills  have  been  paid  since 
that  date ;  but  the  materials  for  so  doing  are,  of  course,  all 
in  our  hands,  end  this  information  can  be  furnished,  if  ne- 
cessary. It  may  be  proper  to  add,  that,  of  the  active  debt 
on  the  3d  of  March,  at  one  office  only,  $400,280  37  have 
been  protested  for  non-payment,  and  still  remain  in  the 
suspended  debt — being  upwards  of  ten  per  cent,  on  the 
whole  debt. 

III.  The  sales  of  real  estate,  (other  than  banking-houses, ) 
since  March  3d,  amount  to  $628,290  85.  The  usual 
terms  of  salo  are,  one  fifth  cash,  and  the  balance  in  notes 
at  one,  two,  three,  and  four  years;  but,  in  some  cases, 
one,  two,  three,  and  four  years  are  given,  without  any  cash 
payment.  Of  the  banking-houses  which  were  in  the  state- 
ment of  the  3d  of  March,  sales  have  been  completed  to  the 
gross  amount  of  $450,600.     To  this  must  be  added  the 


banking-house  at  New  York,  (eRoneomly  placed  m  the 
column  of  real  estate,)  which  aoid  for  $189,500. 

IV.  The  State  hank  notes  and  balances  may  be  ootiai- 
erad  as  paid.  If  all  the  balances  had  been  lequind  tofat 
remitted  to  Philadelphia,  at  the  current  rites  of  ezehiDgit 
there  would  have  been  a  large  deduction  from  the  anuwot, 
particularly  of  the  Western  baUnces-4n  ioibs  eases  a 
much  as  2^  per  cent 

V.  The  balances  due  to  8tata  banks  ware  all  airooed 
by  the  new  bank,  and  are  or  may  be  considered  ai  pad 
The  same  is  the  ease  as  to  all  depositee,  excepting  theioB 
of  $2,442  18,  which  remains  to  the  credit  of  the  Tnam 
of  the  United  States. 

The  nett  circalation  of  the  notes  of  the 

bank  was,  on  the  3d  of  March    -  •    $20,680,433 

And  on  the  12th  of  October  -  -      10,538,397 


Showing  the  redemption  of 


$10,142,039 


The  expenses  paid  from  the  dd  Msieh  to  the  lit  Octo- 
ber amount  to  $225,471  69.  The  precise  portioavbiii 
belongs  to  the  business  of  the  old  bank  it  would  take  mm 
time  to  ascertain ;  but  we  presume  that  the  expeoies  of 
merely  winding  up  the  business  of  the  old  bank  would  ban 
been  four  fifths  of  this  amount. 

YI.  There  are  very  few  data  in  the  bank  on  which  to 
found  an  estimate  of  the  notes  that  have  been  lost  or  i^ 
stroyed.  The  nearest  approach  to  any  accurate  stataioat 
is  what  is  given  by  the  circulation  of  the  old  office*  it 
Cincinnati  and  Chillicothe.  The  total  issues  of  notn  at 
these  offices  was  $1,050,000;  of  which  $1,048,085  hm 
been  paid  and  cancelled;  leaving  still  outstsndioglMiS. 
What  part  of  these  will  be  presented  for  payment  it  ia  im- 
possible to  say ;  but  if  even  ene  hidf  should  be  auppos^ 
to  be  destroyed,  the  per  centage  of  loss  on  the  issuei  wotii^ 
be  about  one  tenth  of  one  per  cent. 

VII.  Of  the  unclaimed  dividends,  amounting,  on  tha^ 
of  March,  to  $253,937  43,  the  exact  aum  paid  cannot  be 
accurately  stated,  as  the  returns  from  the  offices  donot  db- 
tinguish  between  those  and  the  subsequent  dividend ;  be 
the  best  estimate  which  we  can  make  is,  that  $218,597  ^* 
have  been  paid. 

No.  19. 

pHiLi.DKi.raiA,  October  20,  1836. 

GsseTLEMXir :  We  received  yesterday  sfUmooo  ^^ 
Cope*s  letter,  enclosing  a  statement  in  reply  to  aevrral  ^* 
quiries  suggested  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaeury,  «bix 
we  left  wiSi  you  at  our  last  interview  on  the  9d  inatiDi 
It  will  be  perceived  that  a  principal  object  of  tboee  iDqai"^^ 
was  to  ascertain  accurately  what  amount  of  penonal  ^ 
rities  and  domestic  bills  on  hand,  when  the  chsrtereipu^ 
has  since  been  collected  ;  what  amount  of  depoaitea  then 
held  by  the  bank  has  since  been  paid ;  and  what  affiou^^  ^ 
the  notes  then  in  circulation  has  been  since  redeemed.  A< 
this  period  now  exceeds  seven  months,  it  is  cvideot  thatts 
accurate  knowledge  of  these  facts  would  have  enahlod  t» 
not  only  completely  to  verify  a  very  large  pioportwa  a 
what  is  mstter  of  estimate  in  the  report  transmitted  to  v* 
SecreUry  of  the  Treasuiy  of  the  value  of  the  proper^ .^ 
the  bank  on  the  3d  of  March  last,  but  would  ban  exbibd- 
ed,  in  the  plainest  manner,  what  sum  the  United  ^^^ 
now  entitled  to  receive  as  their  share  of  the  funds  collect^ 

We  regret  extremely  that  it  has  not  been  in  your  fove 
to  furnish  this  information,  and  that  (as  you  atsie)  t» 
books  of  the  bank  have  not  been  posted  up  during  theja^ 
seven  months.  Had  its  accounts  been  so  kept  as  to  As* 
what  portion  of  its  property  outstanding  on  the  3d  of  Ma^ 
last  has  since  been  received,  and  what  portion  of  it4  iia^^'' 
ties  has  since  been  paid,  an  adjustment  of  the  aum  wb:-^ 
the  United  Sutes  ought  now  to  receive,  and  an  arranf'' 
mcnt  relative  to  future  payments  to  them,  might  baT«  bfO 
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mgde  with  Karcely  ftny  difficulty.  You  are  aware,  ftom 
the  letter  of  the  8«crotary  of  the  Treaaury  to  Mr.  Bevan, 
the  president  of  the  bank,  on  the  19th  September,  that  he 
has  been  anxioua  that  paymenta  ahoald  have  been  made, 
from  time  to  time,  towards  the  entire  portion  which  belongs 
to  the  United  States,  and  that  he  is  particularly  desiroua 
now  to  receive  their  share  of  the  collections,  with  a  view  to 
the  approaching  deposite  of  a  large  part  of  the  receipts  of 
the  year  with  the  dtfierent  States.  Besides,  a  payment  of 
the  dividend  belonging  to  the  United  States,  after  deducting 
from  the  soma  received  daring  the  last  seven  months  the 
actual  disbarsements,  seems  to  be  the  first  step,  and  one 
equally  usual,  obvious,  and  correct. 

In  doing  this,  it  would  have  undoubtedly  been  preferable 
to  take  the  exact  amount  of  such  dividend  from  the  books 
and  accounts  of  the  banks  since  the  8d  of  March,  had  it 
been  in  your  power  to  furnish  it.  However,  after  the  in- 
vestigation we  made  with  you,  and  an  examination  of  such 
documents  as  we  did  receive,  we  believe  this  can  be  so  as- 
certained that  you  will  see  the  propriety  of  makmg  a  con- 
siderable payment  on  account. 

Taking,  as  the  basis  of  our  calculations,  the  report  made 
by  the  bank  itself  of  the  value  of  its  property  on  the  8d  of 
March  last,  we  arrive  at  the  following  result  as  to  its  col- 
lections and  disbarsements  since  that  day  : 

1 .  The  active  debt,  estimated,  in  the  report,  to  be  due 
in  44}  days  after  the  3d  March,  1830,  is  as  follows : 
Bills  discounted  on  per- 
sonal security  -il7, 159,822  20 

Domestic   bills   of  ex- 
change       -  -     16,413,144  26 

Notes    discounted     on 

bank  stock        -        -      1,291,916  72 

Notes  discounted  on  oth- 
er securities    -        -       4,061,663  71 

$38,926,436  89 

2.  Loans  drawing  interest,  as  follows : 
At  6  percent,  due  8th 

February,  1836  -  $466,300,  00 
At  6  per  cent,  due  8th 

November,  1835  -  1,296,678  00 
At  6  percent,  due  8th 

December,  1835  -  8,317,605  09 
At  6  p«r  cent,  due  20th 

December,  lb35        -         355,600  00 


3.   Available  funds. 
Dae  1^  State  banks         -     4,958,234  75 
Xotes  of  8tat«  banks        -     2,229,947  05 


6,436,083  09 


7,188,181  80 
Dedoct  due  to  State  banks    2,255,003  78 


Salanca  of  available  funds 
4.   Specie 

Mtikiiig  a  total  of  assets  due  shortly  after 
the  3d  of  March        -  .  - 

The  liabilities  of  the  bank  on  the  3d  of 
March  were  as  follows : 

1.  Notes  in  cirealation  $21,109,352  23 

2.  Dividends  unclaimed        253,937  43 

3.  Due  Barings,  «tc.    -       871,777  40 

4.  Pablicdebt  -        120,621   87 
a.    Dsposites    -            -    3,594,048  25 


4,933,178  02 


-    5,595,077  25 


54,890,774  25 


Making  a  total  amount  of  liabilities  on 

the  3a  .March,  1836  -  -     25,449,737  18 

Dedocting,  therefore,  the  total  liabiliiies  ■ 

of  the  bank  from  tho  above  assets,  it 

leaves  a  surplus  of    -  -  -  $29,441,037  07 

It  thus  appears  that  the  sum  which  has  become  due,  af- 


ter an  allowance  for  the  payment  of  the  entire  amount  of 
depositee  and  the  whole  circulation  outstanding  on  the  8d  of 
Mareh  last,  has  been  about  twenty-nine  millions  of  dollars, 
of  which  the  United  States  are  entitled  to  receive  for 
their  share  upwards  of  five  millions  seven  hundred  thousand 
doUare. 

Should  even  so  large  a  portion  as  ten  millions  of  the  sum 
estimated  in  your  report  as  due  before  the  Ist  of  May  last, 
be  yet  uncollected,  it  will  still  leave  a  sum  little  short  of 
four  millions  of  dollars  that  may  be  at  once  paid  over  to  the 
United  States. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is,  as  we  have  remarked, 
particularly  desirous  that  whatever  dividend  is  due  should 
be  immediately  ascertained  and  paid  over,  so  as  to  be  da- 
posited  in  conformity  with  the  act  of  Congress ;  and  we 
may  add,  that  it  appears  to  us  to  be  the  most  equitable  and 
ttmple  mode  of  proceeding. 

In  conclusion,  therefore,  we  have  to  ask,  through  you, 
the  payment  by  the  bank,  into  the  Treasuiy,  of  that  por- 
tion of  the  funds  collected  since  the  8d  Mareh  last,  which 
belongs  to  the  United  States.  If  it  cannot  be  done  forth* 
with,  we  shall  be  obliged  by  your  naming  the  earliest  day. 

We  are,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

H.  D,  GILPIN. 
C.  W.  LAWRENCE. 
JOHN  WHITE. 

To  Messrs.  Calsb  Copx,  "^ 

RtcHAUD  Paica,  and  ^Esquires, 
RoBKBT  ToLAirn,      J 

No.  20. 
Philadblphia,  October  28,  1836. 

GssTTLSxiir :  We  are  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
20th  instant.  The  views  it  presents  are  so  new  and  tinez- 
peeted,  that  it  becomes  necessary  to  recall  your  attention 
to  the  peculiar  relations  in  which  we  stand  to  each  other. 

The  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes  was  anxious  to  settle 
with  the  Government,  and  for  that  purpoee  to  adjust  and 
pay  its  proportional  ahare.     But  as  the  institution  was  not 
closed,  but  continued,  on  the  retirement  of  a  single  part- 
ner, no  winding  up,  technically  apeak! ng,  could  take  place ; 
and  the  obvious  course  of  settlement  was,  to  estimate  the 
value  of  the  shares  at  the  time  of  aeparation,  and  let  the 
bank  pay  it ;  collecting  the  debts  afterwards,  so  as  to  press 
lightly  on  the  community.     This  was  accordingly  done. 
A  iDommittee  of  the  late  and  present  bank,  with  the  aid  of 
another  committee  acting  as  arbitrators,  made  an  estimate 
of  the  value  of  the  stock,  which  they  decided  to  be  worth 
$111  47  per  share.     This  estimate  was  forwarded  on  the 
10th  of  September,  by  the  president  of  the  bank,  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  a  declaration  that  **alt  the 
materials  on  which  it  is  founded  will  of  course  be  submit- 
ted to  any  examination  which  you  may  desire  to  make." 
The  Secretary  answered,  on  the  20th  of  September,  <*  I 
have  cheerfully  accepted  your  offer  as  trustee  of  that  bank, 
and  in  actual  possession  of  its  assets  and  books,  to  permit 
an  examination  to  be  made  of  the  materials  upon  which 
that  report  u  founded  in  any  mode  most  agreeable  to  me." 
And  in  the  letter  from  the  Secretary  to  the  president  of  tiie 
late  bank,  dated  the   19th  of  September,  he  says  that  he 
would  appoint  three  gentlemen  *'  to  investigate  those  ma- 
terials, and  report  to  me  their  views  upon  them,  and  also 
the  proper  basis  of  a  settiement ;"  and  accordingly,  in  the 
letter  to  the  bank  of  the  29th  of  September,  announcing 
your  appointment,  you  say  that  you  had  been  selected  <•  to 
examine  the  materials  on  which  was  founded  the  report  of 
the  joint  committee  of  directors  of  the  late  and  present 
Banks  of  the  United  States. 

From  courtesy,  and  a  desire  to  facilitate  that  investiga- 
tion, we  were  named  to  meet  you.  We  did  so  ;  and  have 
endeavored  to  explain  to  you  oiir  views  in  making  our 
estimate.     After  a  number  of  conferences,  occupied  esda- 
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sively  with  that  subject,  you  withdrew,  and,  after  an  inter- 
Tal  of  lome  days,  returned  and  addressed  to  us  the  letter 
we  are  now  answering ;  in  which,  without  any  allusion  to 
the  subject  of  our  past  interviews,  or  any  invitation  to  re- 
sume them,  and  without  apprizing  us  whether  your  esti- 
mates differed  from  ours,  so  that  we  might  discuss  and 
perhaps  reconcile  them,  you  start  an  entirely  new  topic, 
and  say  that  the  bank  has  collected  fifty- four  millions  of 
debt  within  the  last  seven  months,  and  insist  upon  the  im- 
mediate payment  into  the  Treasury  of  i6, 700, 000. 

Now,  supposing  all  this  to  be  exactly  as  you  state ;  the 
obvious  answer  to  it,  on  our  part,  is,  that  this  is  not  our 
af&ir ;  and  that,  if  you  wish  to  make  any  such  claim  upon 
the  bank,  we  are  not  the  proper  channel  for  presenting  it. 
We  understood  that  you  came  here  to  examine  our  state- 
ment. We  met  you  for  that  purpose,  and  for  that  pur- 
pose only ;  and  if  you  do  not  wish  to  pursue  the  inquiry, 
wp  are  quite  willing  to  drop  it.  Lest,  however,  our  si- 
lence should  be  misconstrued  into  an  acquiescence  in  your 
statements,  we  think  it  right  to  make  a  few  remaiks  on 
them: 

First.  The  books  of  the  late  bank  were  not  posted  up  to 
the  preeeift  time,  for  the  simple  reason  that  it  was  wholly 
unnecessary  to  do  so.  The  new  bank  was  mainly  interest- 
ed in  the  old  debts,  and  intended  to  collect  them  at  the 
same  time  that  it  continued  its  own  business.  It  saw  no 
use  in  keeping  up  double  accounts  for  the  same  debt ; -nev- 
ertheless, we  apprized  you  that,  if  you  wished,  it  should 
be  done.  You  now  express  only  regret  that  it  was  not 
done,  but  no  wish  to  have  it  done. 

Second.  In  our  various  conferences  you  distinctly  inti- 
mated the  belief  that  the  Treasury  Department  did  not  wish 
for  an  inunediate  payment  from  the  bank ;  that,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  Secretary,  looking  forward  to  the  probable  wants 
of  Uie  Treasury,  would  prefer  to  postpone  the  payments 
till  the  years  1839,  1840,  and  1841.  We  are  surprised, 
therefore,  now  to  learn  from  you  the  "  particular  desire*' 
of  the  Secretary  to  receive  immediate  payments  before  the 
1st  of  January  next.  This  question  not  being  within  our 
competence,  we  ofifer  no  opinion  of  the  probable  conse- 
quences of  withdrawing  nearly  six  millions  from  the  com- 
mercial business  of  the  country  at  this  moment ;  and  we 
advert  to  it  now  merely  to  express  our  surprise  at  the 
change  in  your  views. 

Third.  But  the  part  of  your  letter  which  appears  to  us 
the  most  singular,  is  that  in  which  you  state  the  amount  of  | 
the  collections  of  the  bank,  and  your  plans  for  distributing 
them.     Your  letter,  for  instance,  presents  the  following 
view: 
The  active  debt  of  the  bank  on  the  3d  of 

March  last  was  ...  $54,890,774  25 
The  total  liabilities  of  the  bank  on  that 

day  were  -        -  .  .     26,449,737  18 

Leaving  a  balance  of     -  -  $29,441,037  07 

which,  you  say,  <«  has  become  due,"  and  you  request  that 
$6,700,000  be  at  once  paid  to  the  United  States. 

Now,  this  calculation  is  founded  on  the  presumption  that 
within  the  last  seven  months  the  whole  of  these  fifty-four 
millions  have  been  paid  by  the  debtors  to  the  bank.  That 
such  an  event  could  occur  during  a  period  of  pecuniaty 
pressure  almost  unexampled  in  the  history  of  the  country, 
is  not  only  improbable,  but  wholly  incredible.  The  error 
seems  to  arise  ftom  this :  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  to  their 
cash  value  the  thirty-eight  millions  in  the  first  class,  th^ 
were  assumed  in  the  report  to  be  due  in  44^  days.  But 
you  make  these  debts  not  only  doe  at  Uiat  time,  but  as  ac- 
tually paid  within  that  time ;  a  difference  on  which  it  is  su- 
perfluous to  insist,  with  regard  to  the  payment  of  such  an 
amount  in  so  short  a  time.  This  will  be  evident  from  an 
analysis  of  the  very  items  on  which  your  statement  is 
founded : 


1st.  Thus,  the  first  claM  amonoU  to  $88,926,435  89. 
Now,  the  whole  collections  from  this  class  amount  to  only 
$13,299,324  33,  as  will  be*  seen  by  taking  up  the  itesi 
in  the  order  in  which  you  have  presented  them.  The 
first  item  is  *<  bills  diseounted  on  personal  secoritT, 
$  1 7, 159,822  20. "  Now,  it  has  abready  been  expbuDed  \o 
you,  that,  of  this  sum,  theie  were  sales  of  some  of  the 
branches  on  credits  of  several  years  agreed  to ;  but,  owing 
to  their  distance,  not  finally  completed  until  after  the  3d  of 
March.  The  sales  of  the  branches  at  New  Oileans  saJ 
Mobile  embraced,  as  you  will  see  by  the  general  statement, 
the  sum  of         -  -  -  -  $4,516,333  Go 

And  there  were  also,  as  has  been  already 

explained  to  you,  '*  long  loans''  at  New 

York  amounting  to     -  -  -     1,673^480  08 


Making  ...    $6,189,812  6a 

besides  other  "long  loans,"  which  require  more  time  thin 
we  have  at  this  moment  at  our  command  to  particuiaiise, 
and  vrhietk  are  therefore  omitted.  Deducting  thcie  tvu 
sums,  there  will  remain  of  currant  debt  $10,970,009  53. 
Looking  to  the  long  credits  which  it  was  deemed  necesvn 
to  give  on  the  sales  of  the  branches,  and  to  the  onliiunr 
course  of  the  reductions  in  banking  business,  cspedallj  io 
the  troubled  state  of  the  moneyed  concerns  and  the  nwy- 
vals  of  a  considerable  part  of  the  loans,  with  a  reductioa 
of  ten  per  cent,  or  less,  it  will  be  an  ample  allowance  lo 
place  one  fourth  of  this  sum  as  actually  paid,  say 

$2,742,50208 
The  receipta  from  sales  of  the  branches  must 

be  added  to  this  sum;  they  amount  to     2.350,249  S: 

$5,092,752  ti 


The  second  item  consists  of  domestic  bills^  anKHmtmi 
to  $16,413,144  26. 

Of  these,  you  were  already  informed  that  $405,280  S  < 
were  under  protest  at  a  single  branch.  At  other  offica. 
bills  at  long  dates  were  taken  in  payment  of  doubtful  d^% 
and  are  not  yet  at  maturity.  Taking  into  view  these  cir- 
cumstances, in  connexion  with  the  course  of  baainesB  in  i^- 
rect  renewals  of  bills,  or  in  the  discount  of  new  bilb  i^ 
enable  the  parties  to  take  them  up,  it  is  a  moderate  eadmttg 
to  suppose  that  one  half  the  amount  remains  sdli  unps^ 
This  would  leave,  as  actual  payments,  $8, 206^672  13. 
The  third  and  fourth  items,  consisting  of 

loans  on  bank  stock    -  -  •    $1.291,9lf^7^ 

And  on  other  securities  -  -      4>061,5.^3  7\ 


Amounting  to      -  -    $5,353,469  43 

have  been,  in  fact,  all  renewed,  with  recently  a  small  re- 
duction. These,  therefore,  must  of  course  be  oaiard. 
The  whole  actual  collections  from  this  class,  tbeo.  are  oth 
$13,299,324  33. 

2.  Your  second  class  is  of  loans  drawing  inlrre^ 
amounting  to  $5,436,083  09. 

In  this  you  have  mistaken  the  column  of  the  report  giv- 
ing the  date  to  which  '<  interest  has  been  paid.'*  for  the  da> 
of  the  maturity  of  the  loans.  These  are.  in  fact,  ^ 
"long  loans,"  made  in  order  to  invest  the  fands  duh&s 
the  two  years  of  winding  up ;  and  they  remain  just  as  tbr? 
were  on  the  4th  of  March.  Of  course,  these  mus4  b? 
stricken  from  your  list. 

8.  The  third  class  is  of  State  bank  debts,  amounting  '' 
$4,933,178  02. 

Of  this  sum.  the  general  statement  submitted  to  vw 
shows  that  $1,093, 1 81  62  was  due  to  Louisville.  It  arQ« 
from  the  collections  of  the  discounted  notes  of  the  hnnci 
at  Louisville,  which  were  deposited  with  the  Bank  of  Ka- 
tucky  until  the  4th  of  March ;  when  thb  debt,  now  amoctf - 
ing  to  $1,100,000,  was  converted  into  the  notes  of  ^-^ 
bank,  at  one,  two,  three,  and  four  years.     Tbk^  tber«4^> 
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most   be  itnick  from  your  list  of  collections^  leaving 
$3,833,178  02. 

The  whole  of  the  collections,  theiefore,  will  be — 
From  bills  discounted  -$2,742,502  38 
From  ssiles  of  branches  -  2,350,249  82 
From  domestic  bills  of 

exchange         -         -  8,206,572  13 

$18,299,824  33 

From  Stale  banks        ...       3,833,17802 


Add  specie  used  in  paying  debts 


17,133,602  35 
5,595,077  25 


Making  an  aggregate  of  -    $22,727,579  60 

Against  these  collections  you  have  placed  as  debts,  for 
which  the  bank  has  to  hold  itself  responsible  on  demand, 
the  sum  of  •  -  -  -    $25,449,737  18 

But  you  have  omitted  one  item  in  the 
general  statement,  namely,  the  bal- 
ance due  by  Banks  United  States  and 
offices  in  general  account,  amount- 
ing to  -  -  -  -        1,548,869  31 


Making  an  aggregate  of 


-    $26,998,606  49 


From  the  view  thus  presented,  it  results  that  the  bank  has 

paid  and  is  bound  to  pay      -  -    $26,998,606  49 

It  has  collected  for  that  purpose  -      22,727,579  60 

It  has  not,  therefore^  collected  the  amount 

of  its  liabilitiea  by  the  sum  of  -     $4,271,026  89 

This  will  not  surprise  any  one  famtUar  with  the  great 
hazard  of  hastening  collections  from  an  embarrassed  com- 
munity. 

The  first  Bank  of  the  United  SUtes,  which  expired  m 
1811,  made  no  dividend  for  fifteen  months.  More  than 
four  years  elapsed  before  it  divided  its  nominal  capital ;  and 
the  subsequent  dividends  were  made  at  six,  nine,  and 
twelve  or  more  years  after  the  termination  of  its  charter ; 
so  that  the  proposition  to  settle  at  the  rate  of  $1 11  47  per 
«hare,  (adding,  of  course,  about  forty  cents  per  share  to 
correct  the  error  in  the  estimate  of  banking-houses,)  should 
be  regarded  as  highly  reasonable  and  liberal ;  and  if  this 
were  paid  on  the  terms  upon  which  the  bank  has  sold  its 
branches— eay  one,  two,  three,  and  four  years — so  as  to 
collect  it  genUy  from  the  community,  all  parties  would  be 
benefited. 

In  conclusion,  we  repeat  what  we  have  already  stated. 
We  have  formed  an  estimate  of  the  value  of  the  shares  of 
the  bank  on  the  4th  of  March.  If  you  incline  to  form  your 
own  estimate,  we  are  quite  ready  to  resume  the  inquiry 
that  has  been  interrupted.  If  you  wish  to  make  the  actual 
receipts  the  basis  of  the  settlement,  we  can  only  say  that 
not  enough  has  been  collected  to  pay  the  charges ;  and 
eh  at  therefore,  as  yet,  there  is  no  surplus  to  divide. 


Wc  arc,  very  respectfully, 


CALEB  COPE. 
RICHARD  PRICE. 
ROBERT  TOLAND. 

Esquires. 


To  H.  D.  GiLPiiT, 

C.  W.  Lawkevcs,  and 
J.  White, 

No.  21. 

PaiLAOcLPHiA,  November  4,  1836. 

GsiTTLKKXir:  We  received  your  letter  of  the  28th  of 
C^ctober.     It  is  not  necessary  to  discuss  your  views  of  the 
peculiar  relations  we  stand  in  to  each  other.     Being  au- 
't'borized,  as  you  admit,  **  to  investigate  and  report  on  the  , 
proper  basis  of  a  settlement"  between  the  United  States  ! 
:»xid  the  bank,  our  inquiry,  whether  the  bank  would  pay  j 

Vol.  xin.— /2 


into  the  Treasury  that  portion  of  the  funds  collected  since 
the  3d  of  March  last  which  belongs  to  the  United  States, 
was  not  merely  usual  and  correct  as  a  first  step,  but  clearly 
within  the  scope  of  our  mutual  relations. 

Your  letter  has  two  assertions  which  we  must  correct  in 
the  outset: 

1st.  You  say  our  conferences  were  occupied  exclusively 
in  examining  your  estimate  of  the  Sd  of  March  last ;  that 
we  then  withdrew,  and  that  on  our  return  we  started  an 
entirely  new  topic.  On  the  contrary,  the  transactions  of 
the  bank,  and  the  result  of  its  business  since  the  3d  of 
March,  were  the  first  and  principal  subjects  of  our  inquiry, 
and  our  adjournment  was  to  give  your  officers  the  uppor- 
tunity  necessary  for  them  to  prepare  the  requisite  informa- 
tion, which  th^  could  not  fumuh  at  ^e  time.  All  this 
appears  by  your  own  letters  of  the  13th  and  19th  uf  Octo- 
ber, and  the  paper  enclosed  in  the  latter.  These  allude 
explicitly  to  the  causes  of  adjournment,  and  communicate, 
in  reply  to  our  inquiries,  information  which  scarcely  re- 
lates at  all  to  your  estimate,  but  almost  entirely  to  Uie 
subsequent  collections  and  disbursements  of  the  bank. 

2d.  You  say  we  intimated  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  prefiuied  postponing  the  payments  by  Uie  bank. 
On  the  contrary,  not  only  did  we  tell  you  repeatedly  that 
our  recommendation  of  the  mode  of  settlement  (whether  by 
prompt  payment  of  the  amount  collected,  or  by  an  estimate 
of  the  value  of  the  assets)  would  depend  on  the  investiga- 
tion we  were  then  making ;  but  besides,  at  our  first  inter- 
view, we  read  you  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  19th  of  September,  as  the  basis  of  our  action ; 
and  it  was  on  the  table  and  constantly  referred  to  at  all  our 
conferences.  In  that  letter  he  expressly  and  repeatedly 
states  that  anxiety  for  an  early  payment  which  you  now 
inform  us  you  are  so  surprised  to  learn. 

We  correct  these  erroneous  assertions  made  by  you,  lest 
our  silence  diould  be  misconstrued  into  an  acquiescence  in 
your  statements. 

We  do  not  agree  in  your  calculation  of  the  assets  that 
have  become  due  since  the  Sd  of  March  last,  nor  accede  to 
your  views  of  the  course  pursued  by  the  bank  in  regard  to 
tbem.  As,  however,  you  say,  finally  and  explicitly,  that 
not  enough  has  been  collected  to  pay  the  charges,  and  that 
therefore,  as  yet,  there  is  no  surplus  to  divide,  we  must,  of 
course,  forego  our  wish  to  make  the  actual  receipts  the 
basis  of  settlement,  and  resort  to  what  alone  is  left — an  ex- 
amination of  the  estimated  value  of  the  shares  of  the  bank 
on  the  3d  of  March  last  This  we  desire  to  do.  The  in- 
vcsUgations  already  msde,  and  documents  furnished,  lead 
us  to  the  opinion  that  the  valuation  ought  to  be  higher  than 
that  in  the  report  of  the  bank.  There  are  some  points, 
however,  on  which  our  information  may  be  more  perfect. 
If  you  will  furnish  it,  we  will  complete  our  valuatbn,  and 
pursue  vrith  you,  at  an  early  day,  such  further  examina- 
tions as  will  enable  us  to  arrive  at  a  satisfactory  estimate. 

We  enclose  a  memorandum  of  the  points  to  which  we  refer. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

H.  D.  GILPIN. 
JOHN  WHITE. 

I  consider  the  above  statement,  made  by  Messrs.  Gilpin 
and  White,  in  regard  to  the  proceedings  and  intercourse  of 
the  committee  on  behalf  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  bank,  to  be  perfecdy 
correct.  C.  W.  LAWRENCE. 

To  Caleb  Cofb,  "^ 

RiCRAnn  Price,  tLnd>  Esquires, 

ROBSRT  TOLA^P,         J 

Memorandum  of  points  on  which  information  is  desired. 

November  4,  1836. 

1.  Lossis. 

In  the  report  on  suspended  debt  and  real  estate,  you  ray 
that  you  have  been  guided  by  the    PBtimates  of  the  last 
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semi-annual  period,  viz :  of  June  and  July  of  this  year. 
That  estimate  of  total  loss  is  $5,867,282  16 ;  the  estimate 
of  the  3d  of  March  is  $5,968,785  07 ;  making  an 
over-estimate  in  March  of  $101,452  91.  We  desire  an 
explanation  of  this  difference,  and  of  die  particulars  com- 
posing the  $308,755  88  charged  to  Iosks  chargeable  be- 
tween March  and  July. 

2.  Baitk  notxs. 

What  was  the  amount  of  notes  of  the  bank  and  offices 
in  traruitu  on  the  3d  of  March,  1636 1 

What  was  the  amount  of  State  bank  notes  in  trantUu 
at  that  time  ?  What  denomination  of  notes  composed  the 
nett  circulation  of  the  bank  at  that  time  1 

Have  any  of  the  notes  of  the  bank  been  reissued  since 
the  3d  of  March,  1836 ;  and  if  so,  to  what  amount  1 

Have  the  $13,824,917  of  notes  on  hand  on  the  3d  of 
Mcrch,  1886,  aod  the  $10,142,038  since  redeemed,  been 
cancelled  1 

3.  Bahk  Airn  ovFicis  balakcss. 

We  are  yet  without  a  statement  of  the  items  which  con- 
stituted the  balance  of  thi&  account,  vis. :  '$1,548,860  01, 
on  the  3d  of  March,  1Q36.  We  will  thank  you  to  fur- 
nish it. 

4.    DiSCOUKTB,  IXCHAKOB,  A.VD  IITTIBIST. 

We  wish  to  know  the  amount  of  profits  reported  by  the 
dividend  committee  at  each  semi-annual  period  since  July, 
1834,  and  the  various  appropriations  thereof. 

5.  Drficixitcixs. 

We  wish  a  statement  of  this  account,  and  estimate  of  its 
value. 

6.    GknEBAL  tTATEMSKT  Of  TBI  BAKK  AND  OmCES. 

We  wish  a  copy  of  this  account,  as  it  stood  on  the  books 
of  the  bank  on  the  3d  of  March  last. 

No.  23. 

FaiLADELPHiA^  Novtmbtr  16,  1836. 

GE9TX.BICEN  :  We  duly  received  your  letter  of  the  4th 
instant,  and  as  we  find  that  it  will  be  some  time  before  re- 
plies can  be  furnished  to  the  queries  which  you  have  pro- 
posed, we  deem  it  proper  at  once  to  reaffirm  the  contents 
of  our  letter  of  the  28th  October,  especially  in  reference  to 
the  *<  two  assertions''  which  you  have  undertaken  to  «  cor- 
rect." 

1.  We  must  repeat  most  distinctly  our  understanding 
"  that  you  came  here  to  examine  our  statement ;"  and  that 
**  we  met  you  for  that  purpose,  and  for  that  purpose  only." 
It  was  stated  in  the  plainest  manner  by  the  officers  of  the 
bank,  before  we  commenced  the  examination,  that  if  a 
settlement  on  the  basis  of  winding  up  the  afiairs  of  the 
bank  were  insisted  on,  the  examination  must  be  postponed 
until  the  old  books  could  be  posted  up ;  but  that  if  you 
were  disposed  to  settle  upon  the  basis  of  evaluation,  we 
could  at  once  proceed.  We  concurred  in  this  statement, 
and  you  acquiesced  in  it,  and  accordingly  proceeded  with 
the  examination  of  the  estimate  of  the  value  of  the  stock, 
and  the  documents  upon  which  it  was  founded.  The.  ob- 
ject, therefore,  we  must  believe,  was  to  make  a  valuation, 
and  not  to  ascertain  whether  the  afiairs  of  the  bank  had  so 
far  been  wound  up  as  to  entitle  the  stockholders  to  a  divi- 
dend. 

2.  We  must  repeat,  also,  that  you  distinctly  expressed 
the  opinion  that  the  Secretary  of  tiie  Treasury,  **  looking 
forward  to  the  probable  wants  of  the  Treasury,  would  pre- 
fer to  postpone  the  payments  till  the  years  1839,  1840, 
and  1841,"  on  the  ground  that  a  serious  decrease  in  the 
revenue  might  be  apprehended  from  the  operations  of  the 
tariff  laws  in  the  first  and  last  named  of  those  years,  which 
the  payments  from  the  bank  would  serve  to  make  up. 

Having  thus  latated,  as  concisely  as  possible,  what  we 
"ider  necessary  to  vindicate  ourselves  from  ike  charge 


of  having  made  <*erroneona  asaertioni,"  we  hivemlyto 
add,  that  it  will  give  us  great  pleaflwe  to  lerame  with  you 
*'  such  further  examination  as  will  enable  ns  [you]  ton- 
rive  at  a  satisfactory  estimate." 

The  answers  to  your  queries  will  be  trannaitted  to  yon 
as  soon  as  they  can  be  prepared. 

'  We  are,  very  respedfbliy, 

CALEB  COPE. 
RICHARD  PRICE. 
ROBT,  TOLAND. 
To  Hex  a  r  D.  Gilfik,  "J 

JoRTT  Whitx,  and  ^Esquires, 
C.  W.  La  waxKcx,  j 

No.  24. 

Pbiladslfbia,  December  19, 1836. 

GsyTLXMSN :  Being  desirous  to  complete,  with  tos, 
the  examination  of  the  estimated  value  of  the  sbtres  of  the 
bank,  reforred  to  in  our  last  correspondence,  and  Ufvm 
which  we  asked  for  the  information  promised  in  yoai  letter 
of  the  16th  November,  we  shall  be  glad  to  be  fumuM 
with  it,  and  to  punue  with  you  such  further  exaffliiiatio& 
as  may  be  necessary.  It  will  be  a  great  convenieDoe  to  u 
if  thia  can  be  done  to-morrow ;  if  not,  we  muit  uk  you  to 
name  the  earliest  day. 

Very  respectfiiUy,  &c. 

H.  D.  GILPDf. 
JOHN  WHITE. 
To  Messrs.  Caleb  Copx, 

RiCHASs  Pbicx,  and 
RoBKBT  ToLAirn. 

No.  85. 
PaiianBLPBiA,  December  20,  1636 
GxKTLKXBs  :  We  are  this  day  in  receipt  of  jourcon^ 
munication  of  the  1 9th  instant,  and  have  now  tbepl<^ 
ure  to  enclose  you  the  information  which  you  n(fx^ 
might  be  furnished  per  your  letter  of  the  4th  ultimo. 

We  shall  be  glad  to  pursue  with  you  "sach  further  ^- 
amination  as  may  be  necessary,"  in  regard  to  the  "<^ 
mated  value  of  the  shares  of  the  bank,"  whenem  it  ^ 
be  most  agreeable  or  convenient  to  you  to  do  bo. 
We  arc,  very  respectfully, 

CALEB  COPB. 
RICHARD  PRICE 
ROBERT  TOLAiND 
To  H.  D.  GiLMF,        "f 

John  Write,  and  ^Esquires. 
C.  W.  Lawbkncs,  3 

No.  86. 

Answer  to  the  **  memorandum  of  points  en  vhkkv'f^' 
motion  is  desired^  by  Messrs.  Gt^in,  Whiter  andl£^ 
renee,  which  **  memorandum*^  teas  enclosed  in  thtif  I- 
ter  of  November  4,  1836. 

1.  The  difference  of  $101,662  91,  between  ibe  «^;' 
mated  losses  in  March  and  July,  is  explained  in  th^  ^^ 
company ing  statement,  (marked  A,^  by  which  it  v>i*  'I' 
seen  that  this  sum  is  made  up  of  increased  estiio»^^  ^' 
loss  on  sundry  banking-houses,  of  deficiencies,  cou^'^ 
feits,  &c.  The  statement  marked  6  explains  the  cht^' 
of  $308,755  88  to  the  account  of  "losses  chargei'^. 
&c.,"  the  principal  item  being  the  losses  alChtrlejii" 
which  were  accidentally  omitted  in  the  March  statnc*^' 
amounting  to  $205, 129  10 ;  another  large  item  is  tlw-  ^^ 
on  sale  of  the  suspended  debt  of  the  oBce  at  GinciBr^?- 
amounting  to  $140,846;  and  a  third  is  the  ^ 
$85,657  34  on  the  banking-house  at  Baltimore. 

2.  The  amount  of  the  notes  of  the  hank  anJ  o^^^ 
transitu,  on  the  3d  of  March,  1 836,  as  shown  K  thf  r^-- 
statement,  was  $3,380,572. 
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The  amount  of  the  Stale  bank  notea  m  transitu,  at  that 
date,  cannot  be  ascertained  without  writing  to  aU  the  of- 
fices. Such  information  was  of  no  importance  for  the  gen- 
eral purposes  of  the  bank,  and  such  atatements  were, 
therefore,  never  made  or  required.  The  denomination  of 
the  notes  composing  the  nett  circulation  of  the  bank  can- 
not bo  ascertained ;  the  manner  in  which  ihe  books  of  the 
bank  were  originally  opened,  and  the  forms  of  the  returns 
required  from  die  offices,  render  it  impossible  to  make  such 
a  statement  No  notes  of  the  bank  have  been  reissued 
since  the  3d  of  March,  1886,  because  none  have  been  paid 
in  to  the  bank.  The  Bank  of  the  United  States  chartered 
by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  has,  it  is  understood,  done  as 
other  banks  have  done— paid  out  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States ;  but  of  thb,  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  has  no  official  knowledge ;  nor  has  it  any  concern 
in  the  matter,  as  the  new  bank  is  bound  to  redeem  all  the 
notes  of  the  old  bank. 

Since  the  3d  of  March,  $4,475,493  26  of  the  old  issues 
have  been  burnt ;  and  $3,076,590  have  been  cancelled, 
and  will  be  burnt  shortly ;  making  a  total  of  $7,552,083  26 
destroyed  and  cancelled. 

3.  To  make  a  statement  of  the  items  which  compose  the 
$1,548,869  01,  it  would  be  necessary  to  get  a  copy  of  all 
the  accounts  of  each  office  with  erery  other,  with  a  copy 
of  the  "  reconcilement"  of  all  these  accounts,  amounting 
to  some  400  or  500  copies  of  accounts;  and  all  these, 
woald  have  to  be  examined  and  compared,  so  as  to  ex- 
tract from  the  aggregate  debit  balances  of  $30,894,499  99, 
and  the  aggregate  rndit  balances  of  $29,345,630  68,  the 
resolting  balance  of  $1,548,869  31.  It  would  seem  to  be 
sufficient  to  state,  what  must  be  well  known  to  at  least  one 
member  of  your  committee,  that  the  items  composing  this, 
balance  are  of  precisely  the  same  sort  as  those  which  com- 
pose the  balance  due  by  State  bmks,  vis :  bills  of  exchange, 
notes,  and  checks.  The  accounts  of  the  parent  bank  with 
its  offiees,  showing  the  general  nature  of  all  the  accounts, 
may  be  seen  by  an  examination  of  the  general  ieger  of  the 


bank  at  any  time;  and  as  a  specimen  of  the  << reconcile- 
ments" of  the  accounts  of  the  bank  and  offices  with  each 
other,  showing  the  outstanding  items  charged  or  credited 
at  each,  but  not  received  and  entered  at  the  other,  we 
transmit  the  document  marked  C,  which  is  a  copy  of  the 
"  reconcilement"  of  the  account  of  the  parent  bank  with 
its  office  at  New  Orieans,  on  the  1st  of  February,  1636. 

4.  The  amount  of  profits,  and  the  appropriations  there- 
of, since  July,  1834,  fiave  been  as  follows : 


Nett  pcDfits. 


Jan.,  1835 
July,  1835 


Jan.,  1636   1,466,065  46 


#1,366,110  86 
1,743,366  61 


4,567,633  82 


Appropriations. 


Dividend.  I  Contin- 
Kent  ftind. 


•1,225,00000 
1,236,00000 
1,236,000  00 


3,675,000  00 
6M18  15 

243,375  81 
698,728  83 


4,667,522  82 


$16j347  19 

7^092  66 

;»,978  40 


61,418  16 


Banking* 
house 
ftind. 


1942,37584 


342,376  84 


Profit  and 
loss. 


•126,763  67 
26^11 
908^  06 


688,728  83 


This  is  also  shown  by  the  copies  of  the  profit  and  loss 
accounts,  which  have  been  regularly  transmitted  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

5.  The  statement  herewith,  marked  D,  contains  a  list 
of  the  '*  deficiencies,''  which  are  mostly  of  very  long 
standing,  and  are  considered  a  total  loss. 

6.  A  copy  of  the  general  statement  of  the  bank  and  of- 
fices, as  made  out  at  the>  bank  on  the  8d  of  March,  and 
sent  to  the  Treasury  Department,  is  also  furnished.  The 
dates  of  the  returns  from  sereral  of  the  offioes  vary  accord- 
ing to  the  time  of  the  mail ;  and,  for  the  sake  of  bringing 
all  the  accounts  up  as  near  as  possible  to  the  3d  of  March, 
the  general  statement,  which  formed  the  basis  of  the  report 
of  the  joint  committee  of  Talnation,  was  subsequently  made ; 
the  latter  statement  has  already  been  handed  to  you. 


No.  «7— (A.) 

Statement  ofhiies  at  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  its  offiees  and  agencies,  on  the  2d  of  March  and  on  the  1st 

ofJuhf,  1836, 

The  losses  on  «  suspended  debt  and  real  estate,"  per  semi-annual  returns  of  July  last,  were  as  follows : 
«<  Aacertamed"  losses,  say  "  losses  chargeable  to  the  contingent  fund"  -  #4,623,879  06 

*<  Estimated"  losses,  exclusive  of  '<  cash  deficiencies"  -  -  |1,080,798  34 

« Cash  deficiandea"  •     .  -  -  -        106,313  46 

1,186,036  73 


Toulon  the  1st  of  July        -  .  -  - 

In  the  general  statement  of  the  26th  of  July,  adapted  to  the  dd  of  March  last,  they  stood  thus: 
«  Ascertained"  lossea,  say 'Mosseschargsable  to  contingent  fund"    -  •   #4,315,183  IB 

<*  Estimated"  losses,  exclusive  of  "  cash  deficiencies"  -  #1,369,479  13 

•«  Cash  deficiencies,"  included  in  « deficiencies"        -  -        105,197  48 

-i— _-_      1,494,676  60 

Total  on  the  3d  of  March  *  •  •  - 

The  amount  in  March  being  less  than  that  in  July,  by  - 

which  is  composed  of  #15  counterfeit  at  Nashville,  reported  after  March  3d,  and  #101  at  Hart- 
ford, reported  as  '*  cash  deficiencies"  in  the  semi-annusl  returns  of  July,  but  not  as  such  in  the  weekly 
statement  containing  the  materials  for  the  monthly  statement  of  March  3d. 

With  this  unimportant  difference :  the  estimates  for  March  3d  and  for  July  1st,  of  the  losses  on  '<  sus- 
pended debt  and  real  estote,"  are  identical,  as  mtimated  in  the  report  of  the  S6th  of  July. 

But  the  general  statement  of  that  date  contains  <4her  nurtters  on  which  loeees  arise,  ud  which  are 
not  included  in  <<  suspended  debt  and  real  estate." 

The  explanation  desired  by  the  Secretary's  committee  is  given  as  follows  i 

Ist  Banking-housea.— These  have  always  bean  tieated,  in  the  statements  of  the  bank,  dirtiaet 
from  oth^  real  estate ;  and  as  the  valuations  affixed  to  them  at  the  offices  were  known  not  to  hate 
kwen  periodioally  reviaed  with  the  care  bestowed  on  the  valuations  of  other  real  estate,  the  ioint  com- 
xaittee,  therefore,  in  the  report  made  by  them  on  the  36th  of  July,  availed  themselves  of  the  personal 


-  #5,809,915  78 


5,809,799  78 
116  00 
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knowledge  possessed  by  some  of  their  own  number,  and  by  the  officers  of  the  bftnk«  to  affix  such  esti- 
mates as  they  betieved  would  indicate  their  fair  value. 

The  result  was  as  follows: 
The  estimated  loos,  per  the  serai-annual  returns,  was  ...    #57,366  S8 

The  loss  estimated  by  the  joint  committee  was  .  i,  •    114,535  83 


Showing  an  addition,  by  the  conmiittee,  of  .... 

2d.  '^Deficiencies." — Under  this  caption,  in  the  weekly  and  monthly  stttements^  are  embraced  cash 
deficiencies,  counterfeits,  over-drafts,  &c«  of  which,  from  want  of  uniformity  in  the  practice  of  the 
offices,  a  part  only  are  reported  in  the  semi-annu^  returns  of  suspended  debt. 
Thus,  the  **  defideneies,"  per  monthly  statementy  Maxch  8d,  amount  to  -  -  |149,796  H 

While  the  **  c«^  defidendes,"  per  semi-annual  returns,  July  1st,  amount  to  -    105,313  48 

Showing  a  difference  of  -  •  -  •  -     44,488  46 

not  reported  in  the  semi-annual  retumsi  and  therefore  not  estimated  in  the  loMet  of  die  1st  of  July ; 
and  as  the  whole  amount  of  <*  deficiendes"  is  considered  totally  lost,  it'was  neeeiiary  to  add  this  oif- 
ference  to  the  estimated  loases^  per  the  July  returns  •       ^  ^. 

Making,  together,  an  addition,  in  the  estimated  loases,  for  March  3d,  of  • 

RECAPITULATION. 


July  1 .  *'  Losses  chargeable  to  the  contingent  fund" 

^'Estimated"  losses,  exclusive  of  (*cashdefidendes" 
'<Cash  defidendes"        .  .  . 


#1,080,783  24 
105,313  48 


Estimated  loss  on  banking-houses    - 
July  25, 
for  Mar,  3.  "  Losses  chargeable  to  contingent  fimd" 

•  <  Estimated"  losses,  exdudve  of  •  *  defictendes"  - 
<' Defidendes"         .  .  . 

Estimated  loss  on  banking-houses  - 


Difference 


m  ' 


1,389,479  18 
149,796  94 


#4,623,879  06 


1,186,036  72 
57,866  38 

-  4,315,123  18 


1,539,876  06 
114,585  83 


$b%m  ib 


tl0l,65t  91 


|5,867,)8S  l« 


6,968,935  97 
f  101,65)  91 


No.  28-.(B.) 

LoiHi  ekargeahU  to  the  contingent  fund  atthe  Bankofthe  United  States,  its  qffiees  and  agencies,  on  the  UofHf^ 

and  let  of  July,  1836. 


Bank  United  Statas,lbc. 


Bank  United  States 

Office,  Portland  • 
Portsmouth* 
Boston 
Providence  - 
Hartford*  - 
New  York  - 
Baltimore  - 


Washington 


Richmond  - 
Norfolk      - 

FayetteriUe 
Charleston  - 
Savannah  - 
Mobile 


Between  March  3  ft  July  1. 


March  3. 


1511,428  57 

20,087  87 

109,289  07 

38,494  56 

925  65 

85,887  57 

78,064  12 

1,734,970  80 


257,426  63 


34,550  45 
239,147  75 

112,734  23 

159,401  61 
456  52 


Charged. 


$16  52 


976  00 


2,854  60 


16,525  33 


85,657  34 


433  25 


4^560  74 
474  32 


1504,919  76 

20,087  87 

109,282  07 

38,494  56 

1,901  65 

85,887  57 

78,064  12 

1,649,313  46 


259,857  98 


29,989  71 
236,673  43 

112,734  23 

205,129  10 

159,401  61 

456  52 


Remarks. 


The  charges  arise  from  losses  and  fiin*'" 
•ales  of  real  estate. 


Desperate  debt  charged. 


The  loBs  on  banking-house  at  Baltinon «« 
chAigcd  at  the  office,  before  Msj\f^^ 
« losMS  chargeable,  6x. "  aftennrdic0B&- 
ter-«ntered  and  transfened  to  the  U.  Sttts 
Bank,  when  it  U  charged  to  lei^f 
house  fund ;  the  amount  of  said  l<w  ^>^ 
^5,657  34.  . 

Debits :  losses  on  compromised  debts  ml  <u0 
of  realestate.  Credits:  gainsoniale*' 
real  estate. 

Credits :  gains  on  aales  of  real  estate.  ^^ 

Credits :  gains  on  Bales  of  leal  estate ;  ai^ 
recovered  out  of  an  old  "de^pcrrte  ** 
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No.  28— (B)— Continued. 


Unit«d  SuU£iBank,&e. 


Office,  N.  (Means  - 
Nftftdiez 
St.  LoQis    - 
NuhTiUe    - 
Lonierille   - 


Lexington* 

Cincinnati  - 
Pittsburg*  - 


March  3. 


$49,209  98 


1,991  28 
203,423  57 


423,481  17 


Between  Much3  k  July  1. 


Chained. 


{ 


72,900  19 
88,050  99 


Bttflfalo*      - 
Utica 
Bniiingt<m  - 

Agency,  Cincinnati 


Agen.  Chilticothe* 


Charleston  omitted 
in  numthlj  states 
ment,  March  3   - 

Correct  amount  for 

March  3     - 
Charges     between 

March  3  &  July  1 


Credited  between 
March  8  dt  July  1 

Amount,  per  semi- 
annual returns,  1st 
July       - 


7,345  31 

200  00 

47,379  70 

138,282  59 


4,315,128  18 


205,129  10 


4,520,252  28 
285,614  32 


4,805,8e6  60 
181,987  54 


4,623,879  06 


$83,081  10 


192  78 


140,846  00 


Credited. 


July  1. 


$1,500  00 


24,093  32 
83,554  00 


286,614  32 


371  00 


82,475  56 


181,987  54 


$49,209  98 


1,991 
235,004 


28 
67 


Remarka. 


423,673  95 


140,846 
110,580 


00 

18 


7,345  31 
24,293  32 
48,458  14 

138,282  59 


Debits ;  loaws  on  compromised  debts  and  sales 
of  real  estate.  Credits :  gains  on  sales  of 
real  estate. 

Debits !  sundry  costs,  legal  fees,  dto.,  in  old 
esses;  account  rendered  and  paid  after 
March  3. 

Debit :  loss  on  sale  of  all  the  suspended  debt 
of  the  office. 

Credit :  gain  on  sales  of  real  estate. 

$38,050  99  is  the  loss  on  the  sale  of  the  res- 
idue of  suspended  debt  at  the  office  at  Pitts- 
burg, and  was  chsjrged  at  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Sates  before  3d  March.  $72,900  19 
was  the  previous  balance  of  < '  losses  charge- 
able^ ^cc"  at  the  office,  and  this  latter  sum 
was  not  transferred  to  die  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  untU  after  3d  March. 


Debit :  loss  on  sale  of  suspended  debt  and 

nnl  estate  of  the  office. 
Debite  and  credits :  losses  end  gains  on  sales 

of  real  estate,  except  $100  recovered  from 

old  debt. 


4,623,879  06 


*  Office  aeeounUof  "  ItMa  chargeable,  4«."  iraneferrtd  to 
Bank  United  States^  aeper  monthly  etaiemtnt  of  March 
8,  viz,* 


Office,  Portsmouth 
Hartford 
Lexington 
Pitteburg 
Buffiilo  - 

Agency,  Chiliieothe 


Amount  Miring  on  basiness  of  paient  bank» 
as  above         •  .  .  • 

Bank  United  Stetes,  as  per  monthly  state- 
ment of  March  3       - 


$109,282  07 

35,887  57 

423,461   17 

38,050  99 

7,345  81 

138,282  59 

752,829  70 
611,428  57 

1,263,758  27 


Differencee, 


Charged,  as  above 
Credited,  as  above 


Excess  of  charges 
Charleston  omitted,  March  3 

Resultuag  difference 


$285,614  32 
181,987  54 

103,626  78 
205,129  10 

808,755  88 


lU 


APPENDIX— 7o  Gales  ^  Seaion's  Register. 


d4th  Cove.  Sd  Sus.] 


Claim  9/  UniUd  StatcB  on  U.  S.  Bank. 


No.  29— (C.) 

Reamdlement  of  office  at  New  Orleans  account  with  Bank 
of  the  United  States  to  1st  February,  1836. 

Bank  U.  States :  balance  due  by  ofiSce  to 

Bank  U.S.      -  -  -  -#3,684,566  69 

Deduct  items  charged  by  Bank  U.  States 

not  entered  in  office  account^  vix  : 


Difference  in  remittance 

C.  Abererombie's  check 
Sandfoid's  check  on  office 
Sandford'e  check  on  office 

D.  Sprigg's  check  on  office     - 
W.  W.  Frazier,  cashier,  check 

on  office     -  .  .  100,000  00 

Renittanee  of  notes  to  the  office  961,M0  00 


|1,800  00 
76  00 

5,163  72 
10,000  00 

4,700  00 


Deduct  items  chaiged  by  office  at  New  Or- 
leans not  entered  by  Bank  U.  8.,  vis : 

Di£ferenoe  in  French  bill  -  01 

Subscription  to  the  N.  Oileans 

Price  Current  -  »  6  00 

French  bills  purchased  at  the  of- 
fice -for  aecount  Bank  U.S.      81 ,  185  1 8 


1,083,169  72 
2,601,895  97 


Add  items  credited  by  Bank  United  States 
not -entered  by  office  at  N.  OrlecEns,  m : 
Check  of  Bank  U.  S.  on  office. 
No.  108       -  -     $898  00 

Do.  do.        No.    6         87  86 

Do.  do.        No.  69       IfiO  00 

Remittance  of  notes      -  -  10,000  00 

Office  Savannah  balance  aaaum- 

ed  by  Bank  United  Sutes      -  36,665  86 
Draft  on  S.  Comly 
J.  Hand 


81,191  19 
2,470,804  78 


J.  L.  Hodge 

Black 

R.  dt  J.  PhiUips 

Edmonson 

Morton  •> 

Mudlove 

Chapin 

Bwwn  dc  Co. 

Comly 

Bndd 

Morton 

Comly 

Brown  So  Co. 

Hobson 

Hodge 

Jackiion  dc  Co. 

Hodge 

Bainbridge 

Biddle  dc  Co. 


-  26,000  00 

-  8,988  48 

-  5,000  00 

-  6,076  14 

-  40,000  00 

-  6,076  14 

-  2,800  00 

-  1,000  00 

-  7,400  00 

-  20,000  00 

-  6,864  89 

-  5,000  00 

-  4,000  00 

-  66,000  00 
.  26,000  00 

-  20,000  00 

-  6,000  00 
.  7,600  00 

-  5,000  00 

-  1,607  60 

-  19,000  00 


Add  items  cvadited  by  office  at  N.  Orleans 
not  charged  by  Bank  United  States,  yiz : 

ChiUicothe  check,  No.  60        -  76  71 

N.  Orl'ns  office  check.  No.  1 664  500  00 

No.  1080  1,000  00 

No.  2427  88  09 

No.  1046  600  00 

No.      80  160  00 

No.  1071  760  00 

No.    998  248  IS 


884,803  86 
2,794,508  14 


N.  Orrns  office  chedc,  No.  1244 

No.  472 
No.  1275 
No.  474 
No.  1276 
No.  818 
No.  1848 
No.  695 
No.  709 
No.  711 
No.  710 
No.  894 
No.  783 
No.  811 
No.  812 
No.  813 
No.  614 
No.  8l5 
No.  816 
No.  994 
No.  970 
No.  982 
No.  1027 
No.  1028 
No.  1029 
No.  1362 
No.  1475 
No.  1476 
No.  1477 
No.  1489 
No.  1492 
No.  1494 
No.  1498 
No.  1547 
No.  1696 
No.  1605 
No.  1607 

CoUeetion  account  of  office  at 
Charleston   -      .    • 

Draft  on  W.  L.  Page  - 

Notes  of  office  at  St  Louis  re« 
mitted         ... 

Notes  and  drafts  for  cancellation 


$664  19 

600  00 

4,000  00 

600  00 

929  90 

1,278  62 

6,000  00 

600  00 

500  00 

608  14 

600  00 

196  04 

238  10 

1,000  00 

1,000  00 

1,000  00 

1,000  00 

1,000  00 

1,000  00 

3,000  00 

600  00 

600  00 

1,000  00 

1,000  00 

1,000  00 

1,000  00 

1,000  00 

1,000  00 

1,000  00 

872  62 

216  28 

820  08 

8,896  00 

676  61 

79  28 

1,122  98 

173  30 

1,246  61 
60  00 

16,400  00 
106  00 


Balance  due  by  the  office  at  New  Orleane 
to  Bank  U.  S.,  as  per  fheir.  account  to 


$57,783  J 


f; 


Ist  February,  1836    • 


^    2,858,291 


i( 


No.  30— (D.) 

Dejteiendes'*  Bank  of  the  Untied  States 

Ji&nh  ^  1836. 

Proyidence— Gash  deficiency 
Baltimore— Default  of  J.  W.  McCulIoeh,  eash'r 
Washtngton^-Cash  deficiency 
Richmond— Default  of  Julius  B.  Dandridge, 
cashier  ...  $2,886  74 

Default  of  James  C. 
Allen,  first  teller    -  66,490  09 

MobU»--Cash  deficiency  -  -    2, 189  62 

Individual  over.^irafts     -  24,500  00 

New  Orleans— Cash  deficiency  — 
St.  Louis— Individual  over-drafia- 
Nashville-^Counterfeit  notes  and  dollars  - 
Cincinnati— Cash  deficiency       -        396  40 
Individual  over.drafts         790  88 

Pittsburg — ^Abstracted  firom  a  package  between 
Pittsburg  and  Notches,  or  New  Orleans     • 


and  4^ 
d4,4W5« 


««.876« 


86,689 
16,003 

.     745 


1,I9« 
I,00fl 


Total  of  deficiencies 


149,796 
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Ciam  of  UniUd  statu  on  U.S.  Bank. 


[tMth  Oov».  2d  8m. 


No.  81. 

Memorandum  of  final  points  of  inquiry  proposed  to  the 

committee. 

I.  Why  is  not  the  amount  of  #3»d80,57S»  stated  to  be 
in  iranntu  on  the  3d  March,  1836,  deducted  from  the 
amount  of  iS  1,109,362  23,  stated  to  be  the  circulation  on 
that  day  in  yoor  report  submitted  to  the  Beoretary  of  the 
TreaeuTy,  as  in  the  previous  mode  of  estimating  the  cir- 
cuhuion! 

II.  The  "  fund  to  extinguish  the  cost  of  banking-houses" 
is  stated  to  be  $1,104,223  09.  It  was  in  July,  1834, 
$976,019  59,  to  which  it  is  stated  there  has  been  since 
added  |242,375  84,  and  the  loss  on  the  Baltimore  banking* 
house  deducted,  $85,667  34;  leaving  the  fund  of 
11,182,738  09.  What  is  the  cause  of  this  difference  of 
$28,515 1 

III.  What  are  the  items  that  compose  the  expense  ac< 
count,  stated  to  amoimt  to  $166,803  16 1 

IV.  Of  what  does  the  sum  stated  to  be  <*due  from  the 
United  States"  (disallowed)  consist  1 

No.  32. 

I.  '*  Notes  in  transitu**  are  notes  taken  out  of  the  cash 
of  one  office,  immediately  charged  to  the  office  which 
originally  issued  them,  and  sent  to  that  office.  Owing  to 
^listances,  and  the  want  of  suitable  opportunities  of  for- 
awarding  these  notes,  they  frequently  remain  in  transitu 
fct  months ;  and  as  the  office  to  which  they  are  sent  can 
take  no  account  of  them  until  they  are  received*  the  dehit 
^n^hich  has  been  made  at  the  first  office  has  no  correspond- 
ing  credit  at  the  other  office,  while  these  notes  remain  in 
iranutu;  but  as  soon  as  they  are  received,  the  proper 
exeditis  given. 

Suppose,  therefore,  that  three  millions  of  notes  were 
in  transitu  at  the  dates  specified  in  the  general  statement 
u  pon  which  the  report  was  founded,  and  that  they  vere  all 
received  the  next  day,  regularly  entered,  and  a  new  state- 
ixsent  made  out — what  would  be  the  result  1  Simply  this : 
tfne  cash  (t.  e.  the  notes  on  hand^  would  have  been  charged, 
aaid  the  remitting  offices  would  have  been  credited,  with 
tHifl  amount.  In  other  words,  the  notes  on  hand  would 
h.save  been  increased  three  millions,  and  the  apparent  dr- 
cuiatlon  would  have  been  reduced  to  $18, 109,352  23;  and 
the  debt  due  by  the  offices  would  of  course  have  been  aug- 
mented by  the  same  sum  to  $4,648,869  31.  The  actual 
situation  of  the  bank  remains  unchanged ;  it  stands  pre- 
cisely where  and  as  it  did  before.  What  was  apparent  cir- 
culation yesterday  is  an  office  debit  to-day.  The  amount 
of  notes  in  transitu  has  always  been  estimated  from  mem- 
oranda furnished  by  the  offices ,  and  it  has  been  copied  for 
«M>me  years  upon  the  monthly  statements  sent  to  the  Treas- 
ury, merely  for  the  purpose  of  showing  what  we  consider- 
ed Uie  nett  circulation  of  our  notes. 

Such  estimates  and  memoranda  formed  no  part  of  the 
accounts  of  the  bank,  and  could  not  have  the  slightest  in- 
fluence apon  any  valuation  of  its  property.  It  was  totally 
unnecessary,  therefore,  to  make  an  estimate  of  the  notes 
r'n.  transitu,  at  the  rates  of  the  returns  from  which  the 
j^eneral  statement,  forming  the  basis  of  the  **  report,"  was 
niade  ;  and  none  such  has  ever  been  made  or  thought  of. 
It  would  be  perfectly  useless  for  any  purposes  of  valuation. 
1 1 .  The  "fund  for  extinguishing  the  cost  of  banking-houses" 
amounted  in  July,  1834,  to  -         -    $976,019  59 

By  an  appropriation  in  July,  1835,  of        -      242,375  84 

It  ^as  increased  to         -  -  -    1,218,395  43 

This  being  the  amount  of  the  cost  at  that 
period  of  all  the  banking-houses. 
prom  this  has  been  deducted  the  loss  on 

the  sale  of  the  banking-house  at  Baltimore        85,657  34 


Leaving  (as  stated  by  Mr.  White)  a  bal- 
anoeof  ....      $1,132J3809 

But  there  were  other  banking-houses  sold 
before  the  3d  of  March,  1836,  wiih  the  fol- 
lowing results,  via : 
Bankuig-hoase  at  Chaikston— 

loss  on  sale  -  -  $87,727  78 

Banking-house  at  Lexington- 
loss  on  sale  -  -      12,180  28 


Banking-house  at  Buffiilo— gain 
on  sale  -  $12,412  85 

Banking-house  at 
Oindnnati'— gain 
on  aale  -  -      8,981  16 


49,908  01 


21,393  01 


Balance  of  loss  deducted  from  the  fond, 
(being  the  amount  of  «the  difference" 
noticed  by  Mr.  White)  - 


28,515  00 


Leaving  the  balance  of  the  **  fund"  on  the 


4th  March,  1836 


-  1,104,223  09 


Baitk  or  UiriTXD  States,  Jorattory,  7,  1837* 


III.  The  expense,  account  consists  of  the  salaries  and 
other  expenses  incident  to  the  business  of  the  institution, 
at  the  parent  bank  and  its  offices. 

IV.  Of  the  following  items,  viz: 

1 .  llie  charge  of  interest  on  the  7  per  cent, 
stock,  redeemed  on  the  3d  of  November, 

1817  ...  *        $2,153  52 

2.  The  charge  for  expenses  attending  the 

collection  of  the  special  deposits  -  3, 1 13  80 


jAKUAax  13,  1837. 


Togetlier 


No.  33. 


$5,267  32 


At  a  meeting  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  chartered  by  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, March  2,  1836: 

Resolutions  of  the  president  and  directors  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  adopted  thu  day,  were  laid  be- 
fore the  board,  of  which  the  following  is  a  true  copy,  to 
wit: 

Vfhereas  the  stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  at  a  general  meeting  duly  convened  en  the  nineteenth 
day  of  February  last,  did,  among  other  things^  adopt  the 
following  resolutions,  that  is  to  say:  "WA^re^s  the  Le- 
gislature of  Pennsylvania,  by  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  to 
repeal  the  State  tax  oq  real  and  personal  property,  and  to 
continue  and  extend  the  improvements  of  the  State  by  rail- 
roads and  canals,  and  to  charter  a  State  Bank,  to  be  called 
the  United  States  Bank,'  have  incorporated  the  present 
stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  (excepting 
the  United  SUtes  and  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,) 
and  such  other  persons  as  may  liecome  stockholders,  agree- 
ably to  the  by-laws  made  for  that  purpose,  upon  the  terms 
and  conditions  in  the  said  act  set  forth  and  contained,  a 
copy  whereof  has  been  exhibited  to  this  meeting :  And 
whereas  it  is  provided  in  the  said  act,  that  nothing  therein 
contained  shall  take  effect  until  the  several  sections  and 
provisions  relating  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  shall 
have  been  accepted  by  the  stockholders  thereof,  at  a  gene- 
ral meeting  :  And  whereas  it  is  deemed  expedient  by  the 
stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  duly  con- 
vened in  general  meeting,  to  accept  the  said  charter,  and 
the  several  sections  and  provisions  of  the  said  act  relating 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States : 
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Claimof  VmUd Statet  on  V.  S.  Bank. 


**  THiertfoTt^  be  it  resolved,  and  it  %$  hereby  reaolved,  by 
the  itockhoUero  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States^  conven- 
ed in  general  meeting  aeeording  to  law.  That  they  do 
hereby  accept  the  aeveral  sections  and  provisions  relating 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  contained  and  set  forth 
in  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  entitled  *An 
act  to  repeal  the  State  tax  on  real  and  personal  property, 
and  to  continue  and  extend  the  improvements  of  the  State 
by  railroads  and  canals,  and  to  charter  a  State  bank,  to  be 
called  the  United  States  Bank  ^  and  that  the  president  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorised  and  requested  to  make  known 
this  acceptance  to  the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  said  act 

<«  And  be  it  further  reaohed,  by  the  atoekholden  afore- 
said, That  tiie  president  and  directors  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  incorporated  by  the  United  States  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  pay,  transfer,  and  deliver, 
to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  incorporated  by  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  all  and  singular  the  shares,  parts,  pur- 
parts, interest,  and  property  whatsoever,  of  the  stockholders 
so  incorporated  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  of  and  in 
the  good?,  chattels,  moneys,  effects,  and  estate,  real  and 
personal,  of  the  present  3ank  of  the  United  States :" 
And  whereas  the  said  Bank  of  the  United  States  incor- 
porated by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  is  now  organized  and 
ready  to  commence  operations,  and  is  capable  of  receiving 
and  acting  in  conformity  with  the  said  resolutions:  therefore, 

1.  Resolved,  That  all  and  singular  the  Aares,  parts,  pur- 
parts, interest,  and  property  whatsoever,  of  the  stockholders 
80  incorporated  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  of  and  in 
the  goods,  chattels,  moneys,  effects,  and  estate,  real  and 
personal,  of  this  bank^  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  paid,  trans- 
ferred, and  delivered,  to  the  president,  directors,  and  compa- 
ny of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  incorporated  by  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

2.  Resolved,  That  all  and  singular  the  money,  goods, 
chattels,  rights,  credits,  and  personal  eetite  whatsoever, 
owned  by  or  belonging  to,  or  in  the  custody  and  possession 
of  this  bank,  wheresoever  the  same  may  be,  together  with 
all  evidences  and  securities  for  the  same,  be,  and  the  same 
hereby  are,  assigned,  transferred,  and  conveyed,  to  the  pres- 
ident, directors,  and  company  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  incorporated  by  the  Stale  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the 
following  considerations  and  upon  the  following  trusts  and 
conditions :  that  is  to  say,  1st  That.thc  president,  direct- 
ors, and  company  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  incor- 
porated by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  will,  with  and  out  of 
the  same,  pay,  satisfy,  and  discharge,  all  debts,  contracts, 
and  engagements  owing,  entered  into,  or  made  by  this 
bank,  as  the  same  shall  become  due  and  payable ;  and  ful- 
fil and  execute  all  trusts  and  obligations  whatsoever,  arising 
from  its  transactions,  or  from  any  of  them,  so  that  every 
creditor  or  other  rightful  daiofSant  shall  be  fully  satisfied. 

3d.  That  they  will  pay  and  discharge,  or  furnish  the 
means  of  paying  and  discharging,  the  necessary  expenses 
of  conducting  and  winding  up  the  business  of  this  bank 
during  the  remaining  term  of  its  charter,  in  such  sums  and 
at  such  times  as  shall  be  called  for  by  the  president  and 
directors.  ^ 

3d.  That  they  will  pay  and  satisfy  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  for  their  share,  and  tlie  share  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  which  they  may  be  entitled 
to  have^and  receive,  or  which  they,  by  mutual  arrangement, 
may  agree  to  ac-cept  in  satisfaction  and  discharge  of  their 
part  or  portion  of  and  in  the  capital  stock  of  this  bank,  ac- 
cording to  the  number  of  shares  in  the  said  capital  stock 
holdcn  by  them  on  the  day  when  the  charter  from  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania  was  accepted  by  the  stockholders. 

4th.  That  they  will  hold  all  the  residue  for  the  benefit 
of  the  president,  directors,  and  company  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  incorporated  by  the  State  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, and  the  stockholders  therein. 


3.  Resohedf  That  upon  autbentie  evid«noe  being  fur- 
nished of  the  assent  of  the  president  and  directors  of  ike 
Bank  of  the  United  States  inoorpoiated  by  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  to  the  next  preceding  resolution,  end  of  thor   | 
engagement  to  fulfil  the  trusts  and  comply  with  the  tenos 
and  conditions  thereof  a  tranffer  and  delivery  shall  dortb- 
with  be  made  of  all  money,  goods,  chattels,  lights,  cnditi,  i 
and  personal  estate,  as  aforesaid,  and  of  all  evidoices  and 
securities  for  the  same,  together  with  an  agreement  or  core-  , 
nant  on  Uie  part  of  this  bank  that  they  will,  from  time  to  | 
time,  whenever  thereto  required,  make  and  execute  all  sik^ 
assignments,  conveyances,  and  assurances,  as  msy  be  den> 
sed  and  deemed  neceseary  to  cany  the  same  icsoiotioa 
into  effect 

4.  Resolved,  That,  as  soon  as  it  is  reasonably  prscttca- 
hie,  a  general  statement  shall  be  made  by  a  committee  of 
three  of  this  board,  in  conjunction  with  a  committee  a( 
equal  number  of  the  directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  Unita: 
States  incorporated  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  (if  ^ 
president  and  directors  of  that  bank  should  agree  toappott 
one, )  taking  to  their  aid  three  or  moro  judicions  citizens  af 
the  United  States,  (not  being  stockholders  of  either  of  the 
said  banks,)  of  the  money,  goods,  chattels,  rights,  crediti^ 
and  personal  efiects,  so  transferred  and  delivered,  and  a  jim 
estimate  shall  be  made  also  of  the  value  thereof,  and  of  tbs 
time  or  times  when  the  same  ought  to  be  uondd«ned  as  &ak, 
and  a  like  estimate  of  the  value  of  the  real  estate  belongiiii 
to  this  bank,  and  of  the  time  or  times  when  the  same  oogbr 
to  be  considered  as  cash,  so  as  to  fix  the  nett  value  or  price  c^ 
the  whole  of  the  efiects  of  the  bank,  after  all  d^ts  soi 
charges  shall   be  paid,  (inoloding  the  expenses  hereafter  U 
be  incurred,)  and  also  to  fix  the  credit  which  ought  to  V 
allowed,  smd  the  instalments  in  which  the  eaid  nett  pric 
or  value  ought  to  be  paid ;  and  especially  to  fix  and  ascc? 
tain  the  amount  or  sum  which  ought  to  be  secured  or  p6t 
to  the  United  States,  and  the  tone  or  times  when  the  saw 
ought  Jo  be  paid ;  which  said  statement  and  eetimatee  shsS 
be  mutually  reported. 

5.  Resolved^  That  the  real  estate  belonging  to  this  bsck 
be  sold,  and  disposed  of  as  soon  as  may  be  reasoaaHr 
practicable,  and  the  proeeeds  of  sale  and  securities  tbert- 
for  be,  as  the  same  shall  be  received,  paid  over,  timn^^ 
red,  and  defivered,  to  the  president,  directors,  and  oompain 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  incorporated  by  the  S»in 
of  Pennsylvania. 

6.  Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  and  fbrcgt:^ 
resolutions,  duly  certified  under  the  common  meisX  of  tbi 
bank,  signed  \Pf  the  president  and  attested  by  the  cu^xk 
by  sent  to  the  president,  directors,  and  compuiy  <tf  t^ 
Bank  of  the  United  States  incorporated  by  the  Stats  r 
Pennsylvania. 

Whereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sergeant,  it  was 

1.  Readoed,  That  this  bank  does  hereby  anent  xaA 
agree  to  the  said  resolutions,  and  to  each  and  evety  y^- 
thereof,  and  to  all  and  singular  the  trui>ts»  terms,  and  or. 
ditions,  in  the  said  resolutions,  and  each  and  every  of  thcr.. 
contained  ;  and  does  hereby  engage  and  bind  itadf  ts  :k- 
perform,  and  execute,  the  several  duties  and  engages:)^^ 
therein  stipulated  to  be  performed  and  executed,  «Dd  ^> 
when  thereunto  required,  make  and  execute  any  other  t 
surance  that  may  be  deemed  necessary. 

2.  Resolved,  that  a  committee  of  three  members  be  *r 
pointed,  who,  in  conjunction  with  the  president  and  ciit- 
ier,  shall  be  authorized  to  receive  all  moneys,  goode,  c^v 
tels,  credits,  and  personal  effect^  evidences  and  seciin^-*» 
and  other  things  that  may  be  transferred  and  delxvcreil 
this  bank,  by  or  in  behalf  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  &^j*- 
incoTporated  by  the  United  States. 

8.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  members  \x  i 
pointed,  on  behalf  of  this  bank,  to  do  and  execute  '  ' 
several  matters  and  things  to  be  done  under  the  f«vuri: 
the  said  recited  resolutions. 
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4.  Resolved,  That  oertificatec  of  stock  be  inued,  in  the 
form  stated  below,  to  each  and  every  of  die  stockholders  in 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  incorporated  by  the  United 
States,  (except  the  United  States  and  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Vmted  States,)  for  the  same  number  of  shares  which  are 
ftanding  in  Uieir  names  on  th^  books  of  the  said  bank  : 
Prmded,  That,  before  any  such  certificate  shall  be  issued, 
the  certificate  or  certificates  of  said  bank,  for  such  share  or 
shares,  shall  first  be  deposited  in  this  bank,  there  to  remain 
until  the  final  end  and  expiration  of  the  charter  of  the  said 
bafik  incorporated  by  the  United  States,  and  then  to  be 
cancelled. 

6.  Reaohed,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  and  foregoing 
reaolutions,  duly  certified,  signed  by  the  president  and 
atteitsd  by  the  cashier,  be  sent  to  the  president,  directors, 
and  company  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  incorporated 
by  the  United  States. 

The  president  appointed  the  following  members  to  serve 
on  the  committee,  under  the  second  reoolution,  to  receive 
the  cash  and  eflects,  &c. : 

Msasra.  Eyre,  Lippincott,  and  Brown. 

And  the  following  members  to  serve  on  the  committee, 
onder  the  third  resolution,  to  make  a  valuation  of  the  prop- 
erty transferred  to  this  bank : 

Meaars.  White,  Newkirk,  and  Price. 

No.  84. 

Report  of  a  joini  eommiitee  of  the  hoarde  of  directors  of 
the  late  and  present  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

The  undersigned  submit  to  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  chartered  by  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  chartered  by  the  Sute  of  Pennsylva- 
lia,  the  following  report : 

On  the  2d  of  March  last,  the  following  resolution  was 
tdopted  by  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
^taies  chartered  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
being  one  of  a  series  of  resolutions  providing  for  the 
nnsfer  of  the  effecta  of  that  bank  to  the  Bank  of  the  Uui- 
Bd  States  chartered  by  Pennsylvania :) 

Remlved,  That,  as  soon  as  reasonably  practicable,  a  gen- 
ral  statement  shall  be  made  by  a  committee  of  three  of  this 
oard,  in  conjunction  with  a  committee  of  equal  number  uf 
lie  directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  cliartered  hy 
se  State  of  Pennsylvania,  (if  the  president  and  directors 
Tthat  bank  should  agreo  to  appoint  one,)  taking  to  their 
id  throe  or  more  judicious  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
not  being  stockholders  of  either  of  the  said  banks, )  of  the 
'^^>  Roods,  chattels,  rights,  eredita,  and  peraonai  eflects, 
t  transferred  and  delivered  ;  and  a  just  estimate  shalMe 
^e,  also,  of  the  value  thereof,  and  of  the  time  or  times 
hen  the  same  ought  to  be  considered  as  cash ;  and  a  like 
itimate  of  the  value  of  the  real  estate  belonging  to  the 
mk,  and  of  the  time  or  times  when  the  same  ought  to  be 
•naidered  as  eaah  r  so  as  to  fix  the  nett  value  or  price  of 
e  whole  of  the  efieets  of  the  bank,  after  all  debts  and 
targes  shall  be  paid,  (including  the  expenses  hereafter  to 
t  incurred,)  and,  also,  to  &x  Uie  credit  which  ought  to 
1  allowed,  and  the  instalments  in  which  the  said  nett 
ice  or  value  ought  to  be  paid,  and  especially  to  fix  and 
certain  the  amount  or  sum  which  ought  to  be  secured  or 
id  to  the  United  States,  and  the  time  or  times  when  the 
me  ought  to  be  paid ;  which  said  statement  and  estimates 
all  be  mutually  reported. 

And,  on  the  same  day,  the  following  gentlemen  were 
'pointed  the  committee  under  the  resolution :  John  Boh- 
n,  Caleb  Cope,  and  Robert  Ralston,  Jr. 
On  the  same  day,  the  said  resolution  was  adopted  by 
e  board  of  diiectora  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
artered  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  following 
ntlemen  appointed  the  committee  under  it:  Ambrose 
^htte,  Richard  Price,  and  Matthew  Newkirk. 
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These  gentlemen,  in  compliance  with  the  resolution, 
called  to  their  aid  the  following  gentlemen :  John  Moss, 
Benjamin  W.  Richards,  and  R^rt  Toland. 

The  board  of  nine  membera,  thus  organized,  proceeded 
to  the  execution  of  their  duties.  They  began  by  taking  as 
the  basis  of  their  operations  the  monthly  statement  of  the 
bank  on  the  8d  of  March  last,  which  is  herewith  submitted. 
That  statement  being  made  from  reports  from  the  several 
ofiioes,  which  require  various  periods  for  transmission  to 
the  bank,  of  course  does  not  represent  the  actual  condition 
of  the  ofilces  at  the  precise  period  of  the  8d  of  March. 
The  committee,  therefore,  caused  another  statement  to  be 
made  from  the  subsequent  reports  of  the  offices  of  the  dates 
nearest  to  the  3d  of  March,  so  as  to  present  the  exact  state 
of  the  bank,  as  near  as  possible,  on  that  day.  This  state- 
ment is  also  submitted  herewith.  They  then  proceeded  to 
an  investigation,  in  detail,  of  all  the  assets  of  the  bank, 
beginning  with — 

1.  7%e  active  debts. — ^The  greater  part  of  the  active 
debt  of  the  bank  consists  of  bills  and  notes,  on  which  the 
discount  has  been  paid  in  advance,  and  included  in  the 
amount  of  **  discount,  exchange,  and  intereat,"  which 
forms  a  part  of  the  surplus  funds  of  the  bank.  So  much 
of  the  discount  so  paid  in  advance  as  is  applicable  to  time 
elapsing  after,  the  3d  of  March  last  should  therefore  be 
deducted  frvm  the  amount  of  the  bills  and  notes,  in  esti« 
mating  their  value  on  that  day.  By  comparing  the 
amount  of  the  "discounts  received"  with  the  amount  of 
*'biUs  discounted**  at  the  parent  bank  in  the  six  months 
next  preceding  the  3d  of  March,  it  is  ascertained  that  the 
average  running  time  from  the  date  of  discount,  of  all  the 
notes  discounted  in  that  interval,  is  eighty-nine  days.  It 
may  therefore  be  assumed  that,  on  any  given  day,  (say 
the  3d  of  March,)  the  average  time  of  maturity  of  all  the 
notes  then  on  hand  was  44  j[  days  (or  hsif  the  original 
running  time)  after  such  given  day.  l*hese  averages  of 
the  running  time  and  time  of  maturity  have  been  ap- 
plied by  the  committee  to  all  notes  and  bills  discount- 
ed, on  whatever  security,  both  at  the  bank  and  at  the  of- 
fices. 

Another  portion  of  the  active  debt  consists  of  loofis 
drawing  interest  at  ratss  varying  from  four  to  six  per 
cent,  per  annum,  and  payable  at  the  expiration  of  the  times 
on  which  it  accrues.  In  computing  the  value  of  these 
loans,  the  interest  acciued  and  unpaid  on  the  3d  of  March 
should  be  added  to  the  principal,  and  a  deduction  should 
be  made  of  the  difference  between  the  amount  and  the  par 
value  of  those  which  bear  inferior  rates  of  interest.  To  ef- 
fect these  objects,  it  was  found  necessary  to  divide  the 
gross  amount  of  loans  intn  distinct  portions,  with  reference 
to  their  several  rates  of  interest,  Ac,,  and  then,  by  a  pro- 
cess with  which  accountants  are  familiar,  the  average  ma- 
turity of  Uie  items  composing  each  of  these  distinct  por- 
tions was  carefully  ascertained,  together  with  the  aver- 
age time  to  which  interest  had  been  paid.  The  man- 
ner in  which  these  elements  have  been  used  in  bringing 
out  the  results  ia  shown  in  the  statement  imbodied  in  this 
report. 

Of  the  residue  of  the  active  debt,  the  only  important 
items  are  the  notes  and  balances  due  by  State  banks ;  in 
regard  to  whidh  no  remark  is  at  present  necessary. 

3.  7%e  suspended  debt  and  real  estatc^^The  value  of 
these  having  been  the  subject  of  periodical  examination  by 
committees  appointed  for  the  purpose,  at  the  parent  bank 
and  at  the  ofiSces,  their  reports  fumiah,  of  course,  the  best 
attainable  information.  The  committee  have,  therefore, 
been  guided  by  the  estimates  of  the  last  semi-annual  peri- 
od, namely,  of  Juno  and  July  of  this  year,  which  apply 
exclusively  to  debts  suspended  and  real  estate  acquired  be- 
fore the  3d  of  March  last. 

After  several  conferences,  involving  a  full  and  free  dis- 
cussion of  all  the  subjects  referred  to  them,  they  have  com 
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preflMd  the  result  of  their  investigatioiii  into  the  following 

fltAtement : 

[Here  follow  lundry  tobular  rtatemenU  of  the  debU  and 
ofiecta  of  the  bank,  nambered  from  34  to  59.] 


Memorial  of  the  Prmdent  and  Directory  of  the  Batik  of 
the  United  States,  praying  a  settlement  of  the  accounts 
of  the  said  hank  with  the  United  Stales. 
IFehniary  24, 183r.— Referred  to  ihe  Commluee  on  Finance. 
7b  the  SenaU  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Congress 

assemblm: 

The  memorial  of  the  president,  directors,  and  company 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes,  respectfully  repre- 
sents: 

That  having  recently  seen  among  the  documents  print- 
ed by  Congress  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
in  which  he  laments  that  he  hss  not  been  able  to  settle 
with  the  bank,  and  invokes  the  aid  of  Congress,  they  deem 
it  proper  to  state  that  they  are  now,  as  they  always  have 
been,  ready  and  anxious  to  settle ;  and  that  not  the  slight- 
est delay  nor  the  least  obsUcle  of  any  kind  can  justly  be 
ascribed  to  them.  This  they  propose  to  render  obvious  in 
a  few  words. 

In  a  settlement  between  the  Government  and  the  bank, 
one  of  two  courses  was  necessary.     The  first  was  to  wind 
up  the  whole  business  of  the  institution,  and  divide  the  pro- 
ceeds ;  a  mode  inevitable,  had  the  bank  ceased  its  operations 
on  the  4th  of  March.     But  as  the  institution  continued, 
with  no  change  except  the  retirement  of  a  sfaigle  partner,  it 
was  deemed  a  process  equally  harsh  and  useless  to  force 
the  country  to  pay  sixty  millions  of  debts  at  a  moment  of 
general  embarrassment,  merely  to  balance  the  books  of  the 
bank ;  and  the  second  mode  was  therefore  preferred — that 
of  estimating  the  value  of  the  stock  on  the  4th  of  March, 
and  payinjr  the  Government  its  proportion.     This  was  the 
easiest,  and  simplest,  and  fairest  mode  of  adjustment.     It 
was  obviously  the  mode  contemplated  by  Congress,  who, 
on  the  23d  of  June,  1836,  authorized  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  receive  payment  '*in  such  instahnents,  and 
payable  at  such  times,  and  with  such  rates  of  interest,  as  he 
shall  see  fit  to  agree  to."    To  estimate  the  value  of  the 
stock  was,  therefore,  the  first  step  towards  the  settlement. 
Accordingly,  soon  after  the  Secretary  received  his  authority 
from  Congress,  a  report  was  made  by  a  joint  committee  of 
three  members  of  the  late  bank,  three  of  the  new,  and  three 
impartial  umpires,  connected  with  neither,  stating  the  value 
of  the  stock.    This  valuation  on  the  part  of  the  bank  was 
transmitted  to  the  Secretary,  with  an  offer  <<that  all  the 
materials  upon  which  it  b  founded  will,  of  course,  be  sub- 
mitted to  any  examination  which  you  may  desire  to  make ;" 
and  that  the  bank  "would  be  equally  ready  to  adopt  any 
mode  which  may  be  deemed  expedient  for  making  such  a 
division  of  the  assets  of  the  bank  as  may  assure  to  the  Gov- 
ernment its  just  and  ample  proportion."    To  this  commu- 
nication the  Secretary  answered,  on  the  1 9th  and  20th  of 
September,  as  follows:  **I  have  cheerfully  accepted  your 
offer  to  permit  an  examination  to  be  made  of  the  materials 
upon  which  that  report  is  founded ;"  and  will  appoint  three 
gentlemen  **to  investigate  those  materials,  ana  report  to 
me  their  views  upon  them,  and  also  the  proper  basis  of  a 
settlement."    These  commissioners  accordingly  visited  the 
bank,  and,  after  nearly  four  months,  reported.     It  was 
naturally  presumed  that,  when  they  made  their  report,  the 
Secretary   would  inform  the  board  of   directors  whether 
their  valuation  accorded  with  that  of  the  bank,  or  in  what 
respect  it  differed,  so  as  to  enable  the  board  to  accept  the 
terms,  or  to  offer  others,  or  in  some  mode  advance  the  set- 
tlement.    It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  such  a  course  was 
not  pursued.    But,  since  the  month  of  September,  when 
the  Secretary  apprized  the  board  of  the  coming  of  the  com- 


missioners who  were  to  report  their  estimste  to  hinj,  k 
communication  of  any  kind  whatsoever  wss  made  to  tka 
by  the  Secretary  ;  but  while  they  were  waiting  to  kno* 
whether  their  valuation  was  acceptable  to  him,  or  in  wt* 
it  was  deemed  deficient,  they  were  surprised  by  s  conran^ 
nication,  not  to  them,  but  to  Congress,  sUting  the  lahnt 
of  hU  negotiation.  They  r<«rct  this,  because,  if  the  bniM 
had  been  made  acquainted  with  the  wiOies  of  the  GoTct 
ment,  as  explained  in  the  report  now  made  to  Coogiw, 
they  would  have  instanUy  and  cheerfuUy  seceded  to  to 
That  regret  is  deepened  by  another  measureof  the  Secrettiy. 
which  seems  alike  unauthorized  and  unfortanste. 

The  act  of  Congress  of  the  23d  of  June,  1836,  dincw 
the  Secretary  to  '*  receive  the  ciwiUd  stock  belongiog  tc 
the  United  States  in  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  Stitti,E 
auch  instalments,  and  payable  at  such  times,  and  with  ita 
rates  of  interest,  as  he  shall  see  fit  to  agree  to,  aod  a!»  fc 
settle  and  adjust  the  claim  for  surplus  proJUi,  McrwJt 
on  said  et^ital  stock,  on  auch  terms  as  he  nuy  ttu* 

proper."  „  ,        j 

When  this  act  passed,  it  was  perfecUy  well  kuowDJ 

every  member  of  Congress  that,  for  nearly  fonr  y««  pj 

ceding,  there  had  been  a  disputed  question  of  law  belweO 

the  Government  and  the  bank,  in  regard  to  damiga  ecj 

bill  of  exchange,  which  the  bank  had  in  vain  uiged  c^ 

Executive  to  pursue  before  the  judicial  tnbunate.  ^^ 

subject  had  been  often  before  Congress— before tbeti^ 

mittee  of  Waya  and  Means  in  1838,  who  propwed  V 

measure  in  regard  to  it— before  the  Committee  of  Fim^ 

of  the  Senate,  who,  in  their  report  of  the  18th  of  IM^ 

her,  1834,  declared  that  the  right  of  the  bank  ^^^^ 

ed  in  strict  Uw"— that  "the  retainer  wss  avowedly n-" 

to  procure  a  submission  to  the  courts  and  jurieB  of 

country"— and   that  "  if   the  Government  think*  i' 

wronged  by  such  proceedings,  the  law  prescnhej  tbeiws 

ner  in  which  it  shall  seek  redresa."    With  the  fWU^ 

edge  of  these  facts  when  Congress  authorized  the  oecjas" 

to  settle  with  the  bank  for  the  capital  stock  and  the  s^rp^ 

profits,  they  cerUinly  could  not  have  mtended  ^^^^i 

receipt  of  this  capital  stock  and  surplus  profits,  unl« 

bank  should  surrender,  unconditionally,  iu  right  to  «J|^ 

cial  trUl  of  a  question  which  one  of  their  o«^^^. 

comnutteea  had  decided  in  favor  of  the  bank,    i «.  "V 


out  any  the  slightest  authority  from  Congress,  iw^ 

tary,  as  appears  by  the  public  documents,  hai  a«'*^ 

that  he  will  never  settle  with  the  hank  without  a  pre^^ 

surrender  of  iU  righta-declaring  tha^  "P^*"^"^^ 

final  adjustment  of  this  interest,  the  Treasury  ^'TlZ 

would  require  that  the  bank  should  pay  that  poitioB«^ 

dividend  on  the  stock  of  the  United  Stales  wlw^Jf  r] 

withheld  for  damages  on  the  draft  upon  the  F'«*[°^ 

emmcnt."    Now,  it  is  manilsst  that  this  is  •  pr^ 

which  Congress  did  not  authorize,  and  can  acsrcejv »» 

It  cannot  be  that  the  Congress  of  the  ViuUsd  ^'^TJ^bti 

passing  a  law  declaruig  the  mode  in  which  'l*^**^  j,j 

tween  the  Government  and  the  citizens  •'•*^^^^ 

cated,  and  after  seeing  the  bank  pursue  exactly  *!*.  T 

will  now  endeavor  to  force  the  institution  ««^  *!'.T.,V3 

of  law,  by  refusing  to  adjust  other  interests,  wIiJ«'» 

connexion  whatever  with  that  controversy*  ^,.  j 

The  original  claim  of  damages  wss  a  "^^^^j^  tbeJ 

duty  by  the  bank  in  fevor  of  the  GovemmenI,  wp^»  ^  ^j 

was  any  right  to  draw  the  bill,  had  an  eqwl  ^^^^ 

damages.     The  pecuniary  interest  involved  was 

matter  of   indifference.     It  was  only  the  ^«»'  •    „ 

in  regard  to  it,   and  the  evident  design  ot  ^^^  .^ 

bank  to  abandon  its  rights,  which  ga^c  *X]^' 

the  claim,  and  forbade  the  surrender  of  »*•        -^y ' 

directors  would  deem  themselves  faitbleas,  no*  ^^£, 

the  institution,  but  to  the  cause  of  conatitaUoiiw       , 

if  they  could  be  thus  driven  from  the  «»^Yj^Te  J 

any  menace  from  an  executive  officer.    ^*^ 
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[24th  CoHo.  2d  Szss. 


-ordingly  decided  the  question  deliberately  and  irrevocably, 
[f  the  profier  of  a  jadicial  decision  is  accepted  by  the  Gov- 
prnmcnt,  the  bank  will  cheerfully  abide  the  reiiult.  But 
until  then,  there  should  not  be,  and  there  cannot  be,  any 
lurrender,  or  concession,  or  compromiae. 

The  board  of  directors  will  now  make  one  final  offer  to 
settle,  and  they  make  it  directly  to  your  honorable  bodies, 
ID  as  to  avert  the  hazard  of  any  further  mediation.  They 
earn,  from  the  printed  report  of  the  Secretary,  that  the  com- 
nisajoners  would  have  recommended  the  following  terms  of 
lettlement : 

To  value  each  share  of  the  stock  at  $1 16  68,  and  receive 
>aymcnt  for  it  by  equal  instalments,  payable  in  September, 
837,  1838,  1839,  and  1840,  with  six  percent,   interest 
inti!  paid. 

The  board  of  directors  agree,  at  once,  to  those  terras, 
ind  are  ready  to  carry  them  into  execution. 

They  do  not  stop  to  inquire  whether  this  be  not  too  much. 
Vhej  prefer  that  it  should  be  too  much.  They  will  never 
differ  with  Congress  about  mere  sums  of  money,  and  are 
specially  anxious  to  terminate  their  connexion  with  the 
Government  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  all  parties. 
By  order  of  the  board. 

N.  BIDDLE,  Presidmi. 


DocunienU  in  relation  to  the  joint  resolution   (5.  11) 

^'authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  receive, 

from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  under  the  Penn- 

aylvania  charter,  paymtnt  for  the  stock  of  the  United 

States  in  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States. " 

Sbkati  Ghahbeii, 
Washington,  February  26,  1837. 

Dkae  Sir  :  I  find  this  moment,  upon  my  table,  a  print- 
>*1  copy  of  the  memorial  of  the  bank,  presented  to  the  Sen- 
fc.te  on  yesterday,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
lance.  As  Monday  is  the  regular  day  of  meeting  of  the 
-ommiltee,  and  the  period  of  the  session  admonishes  us  to 
I  void  delay,  I  enclose  to  you  herein  the  copy  of  the  memo- 
iaJ,  and  request  from  you  any  facts,  within  the  possession 
^i"  yourself  or  of  the  Department,  touching  the  complaints 
>ut  forth  in  the  memorial  of  want  of  frankness  and  courtesy 
►XX  the  part  of  the  agents  of  the  Government ;  and  also  your 
jews  as  to  any  and  what  action  the  memorial  may  call  for 
rom  the  committee  or  from  Congress.     In  ^eat  haste. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

^,    „       ,  SILAS  WRIGHT,  Juk. 

The  Hon.  Levi  Woodburt, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

TaSASURT  DXPARTJCBITT, 

February  27,  1837. 

Sir  :  Your  note  of  the  25th  instant,  enclosing  a  copy  of 
se  memorial  to  the  Senate  concerning  the  claim  of  the 
"  nited  States  against  the  bank,  and  which  hod  been  refer- 
^  d  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  has  been  received.  At 
9AS  late  period  of  the  session  of  Congress,  I  refrain  from 
Haying  its  action  on  this  subject,  which  is  so  very  desira- 
le  before  an  adjournment,  and  shall,  therefore,  not  cou- 
ume  time  by  entering  into  any  very  detailed  views  con- 
eming  certain  topics  connected  with  the  memorial. 

The  documents  relating  to  this  claim,  and  to  the  efforts 
aadc  for  its  settlement  by  this  Department,  which  were  an- 
lexed  to  the  fast  annual  report,  and  to  the  special  report 
Dade  by  it  to  both  Houses  on  the  30th  of  January  last, 
ontain  sufKcient  explanations  on  many  of  those  topics, 
fhey  will  fully  show  whether  most  of  the  complaints  stated 
n  the  memorial  are  not,  as  is  there  averred  in  respect  to 
ome  of  the  measures  of  this  Department,  «aKke  unau- 
horized  and  unfortunate." 

The  memorialists  seem  dissatisfied  at  the  course  of  the 


I  Department  in  referring  the  whole  subject  to  Congress, 
though  it  was  not  done  till  after  all  the  attempts  for  a  set- 
tlement had  failed,  which  are  explained  in  those  documents. 
They  further  assert  that,  on  the  part  of  the  bank,  in  rela- 
tion to  this  subject,  there  has  not  been  *<  the  slightest  de- 
lay," or  <'  the  least  obstacle  of  any  kind." 

But  the  facts  enumerated  in  the  reports  and  papers  be- 
fore mentioned  show  that,  during  the  last  summer,  no  re- 
ply whatever  could  be  obtained  from  the  bank  concerning  a 
settlement,  till  a  second  letter  was  addressed  to  it  by  this 
Department.  They  show,  likewise,  that,  on  the  25th  of 
July,  when  a  resolution  of  that  date  was  enclosed  to  nie  by 
the  bank,  holding  out  the  expectation  of  making  an  early 
communication  as  to  a  settlement,  in  consequence  of  the 
expected  report  of  their  committee,  the  report  was  made  on 
the  same  day,  but  was  not  forwarded  to  this  Department 
till  the  10th  of  the  ensuing  September ;  and  that  certain  in- 
formation, desired  in  my  first  letter  in  June,  to  aid  me  in 
making  an  arrangement,  and  the  request  repeated  again  in 
September,  has  not,  afler  the  lapse  of  so  many  months,  been 
yet  communicated.  Without  going  further  into  any  details 
as  to  any  delays  or  obstacles  on' the  part  of  the  bank  in  the 
preliminary  correspondence,  it  appears,  further,  that  the 
Department,  in  its  letter  of  September  last,  as  well  as 
through  its  agents  or  commissioners  in  their  subsequent  let- 
ter, urged  the  bank  to  pay  over,  soon  as  practicable,  any 
portion  of  the  sum  to  which  the  United  States  mi^t  in 
the  end  be  found  entitled ;  and  that  the  bank  has  notwith- 
standing delayed  to  make  any  such  payment,  though  the 
8 gents  of  the  Department  considered  that  a  large  sum, 
amounting  to  some  millions  of  dollars,  was  both  just  and 
proper  to  be  paid  before  the  Ist  of  January  last. 

Another  ground  of  regret  expressed  in  the  memorial, 
and  of  apparent  complaint,  is,  that  a  copy  of  the  report  of 
the  agents  of  this  Department  was  not  furnished  to  the 
bank  chartered  by  Pennsylvania  before  it  was  submitted  to 
Congress  ;  intimating  that,  in  such  event,  that  bank  would 
have  « instantly  and  cheerfully  acceded"  to  the  wishes  of 
the  Gk>vemmcnt,  as  explained  by  this  Department 

How  well-founded  any  complaint  may  be  on  that  ground 
can  with  ease  be  ascertained,  since  it  appears,  by  the  docu- 
ments annexed  to  the  abqye-named  report,  that,  on  the  re- 
quest of  this  Department  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
chartered  by  Congress,  to  appoint  a  committee  to  unite  with 
ours  for  the  purpose  of  endeavoring  to  bring  about  an  ar- 
rangement of  the  claim  in  question,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed by  that  bank,  in  conjunction  with  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  chartered  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.   This 
last  committee,  it  seems,  conferred  and  corresponded  with 
ours  freely  and  frequently  during  the  whole  inquiry.     The 
grounds  of  difference  were  fully  discussed  and  explained ; 
and,  after  all  reasonable  efforts  had  failed  to  bring  about  an 
agreement  upon  terms  mutually  acceptable,  then,  and  not 
till  then,  did  our  agents  make  a  separate  report.     A  full 
statement  of  all  these  proceedings  appears  in  that  report 
and  the  accompanying  correspondence.     Yet  now  it  would 
seem  that  the  president  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
chartered  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  regrets  a  copy  of 
the  report  was  not  transmitted  to  that  bank,  to  show  the 
views  of  the  commitfpp,  beTore  it  was  sent  to  Congress ; 
though  these  views  had  been  fully  and  explicitly  developed 
while  at  Philadelphia  to  the  joint  committee  of  that  bank 
and  the  bank  chartered  by  Congress.     He  further  asserts 
that,  if  the  views  of  our  committee  had  been  made  known 
to  his  bank,  the  terms  expressed   by  them  to  be  proper 
would  have  been  •*  instantly  and  cheerfully  acceded  to," 
though  his  own  committee  distinctly  refused  to  accede  to 
them ;  and  his  bank,  to  which  they  probably  reported  in  full, 
has  never  signified,  until  this  memorial,  any  inclination  to 
differ  from  the  grounds  before  assumed  by  its  committee,  or 
to  accede  to  what  they,  acting  in  its  behalf,  had  deliberate- 
ly  and  distinctly  declined. 
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Claim  of  Untied  StafeB  on  U,  8,  Bank. 


But  it  U  a  source  of  much  Mtisiaction  to  this  Depart- 
ment now  to  learn  that,  after  more  mature  deliberation, 
one  of  the  banks  in  bdialf  of  which  that  committee  acted 
has  determined  to  aocept  the  terma  recommended  by  our 
agents  as  to  the  Taluation  oi  the  shares,  and  has  thus  giv- 
en a  sanction  to  the  correctness  of  their  course  in  making 
and  insisting  on  a  much  higher  estimate  of  the  value  of  the 
shares  of  the  United  States  than  the  first  or  the  second 
committee  of  the  bank  were  willmg  to  adopt 

The  other  subject  referred  to  in  the  memorial,  viz :  the 
damages  upon  the  bill  of  exchange  drawn  en  the  French 
Oovernment,  and  the  dividends  sequestered  and  withheld 
upon  that  pretension,  has  been  heretofore  so  fully  discusa- 
ed  that  I  forbear  now  to  enter  at  all  into  the  consideration 
of  its  meriu.  But  it  is  a  matter  of  some  surprise  that  the 
authority  or  course  adopted  by  this  Department  in  attempt- 
ing to  make  an  adjustment  on  that  subject,  under  the  act 
of  June  last,  should  appear  to  be  impugned  by  the  memo- 
rial, on  the  ground  that  the  power  conferred  by  the  act  did 
not  warrant  its  proceedings.  The  power  extends  to  the 
settlement  and  adjustment  of  the  <*  capital  stock"  and 
<*  surplus  profiu."  But  it  is  to  be  observed  thst  the  divi- 
dends withheld  on  account  of  the  damages  claimed  by  the 
bank  chartered  by  Congress  had  been  carried  to  the  profit 
and  io99  account,  as  was  stated  by  the  committee  of  the 
banks,  or  in  effect  had  been  added  to  the  amount  of  surplus 
profits^  and  now  constitute  a  part  of  those  surplus  profits, 
is  it  not,  therefore,  obvious,  that  before  the  whole  amount 
of  surplus  profits  realized  by  the  bank  chartered  by  Con- 
gress can  be  correctly  ascertained,  and  the  value  of  the 
share  of  the  United  Sutes  in  those  profits  settled,  it  should 
first  be  determined,  if  possible,  whether  the  bank  shall  re- 
tain the  whole  of  those  dividends  or  not  1 

It  Uierefore  became  proper  to  attempt  the  arrangement 
of  that  quesUon  in  the  first  instance.  Hence,  in  the  in- 
structions to  the  agents  of  this  Department,  they  were  re- 
quested to  urge  the  bank  to  pay  over  the  dividends  with- 
held, except  the  sum  equitably  due  to  the  bank  for  interest 
and  any  actual  expenses  incurred.  But  they  were  not  di- 
rected, as  represented  in  the  memorial,  to  insist  on  that  as 
a  "preliminary'*  indispensable  to  the  receipt  of  any  por- 
tion of  what  was  due,  or  indispensable  to  an  agreement  as 
to  the  value  of  the  shares.  Had'the  bank  acceded  to  this 
request,  the  profits,  now  forming  a  part  of  the  basis  of  a 
proposed  arrangement,  would  then  have  been  reduced  to 
the  extent  of  the  difference,  or  probably  about  $160,000, 
and  the  share  of  the  United  States  to  about  one  fifth  of 
those  profits  would  have  been  estimated  proportionably 
less.  But,  instead  of  receiving  only  one  fifth  of  it  as  prof- 
its, they  would  have  obtoined,  as  dividends  due,  the  whole 
of  the  other  four  fifths,  being  over  $130,000  more,  and 
which  have  so  long  been  withheld  from  them  by  the  bank. 

Hence  the  agents  very  properly  deemed  it  a  <'prelimi- 
naiy*'  question  to  settle,  if  practicable,  how  much  of  those 
dividends  should  be  included  among  the  profits,  and  ac- 
cordingly used  the  language  in  their  report,  which  is  in- 
correctly attributed  in  the  memorial  to  this  Department. 
But  though  the  committee  of  the  bank  declined  paying 
over  any  of  those  dividends,  and  insisted  on  holding  the 
whole  as  profits^  this  circumstance  did  not,  as  my  instruc- 
tions show,  or  as  the  course  of  the  agents  of  the  Treasury 
proves,  prevent  the  agents  from  proceeding  to  make  an  ex- 
amination, and  to  attempt  an  agreement  as  to  what  ought 
to  be  considered  the  true  value  of  the  shares.  Neither  of 
the  committees  regarded  the  failure  to  agree  to  pay  any  of 
the  dividends  as  a  preventive  to  an  arrangement  of  the 
rest  of  the  subject.  They  proceeded,  therefore,  to  estimate 
that  value  on  the  basis  assumed  by  the  bank,  Uiat  the 
whole  of  the  dividends  withheld  were  to  be  regarded  as 
among  the  surplus  profits,  and  the  agents  of  the  Department 
tried  in  vain  to  bring  the  committee  of  the  bank,  even  on 
their  own  basis,  to  place  an  estimate  on  that  value  equal 


to  what  the  bank  now  offers.  So  far,  therefive,  from  uy 
*<  menace,"  or  any  thing  which  common  &imsas  cooM  tor- 
ture into  an  attack  on  «  constitutional  freedom,"  hariog,  ■ 
the  memorial  intimates,  been  used  in  any  of  the  comromuct- 
tions  from  this  Depaitment  connected  with  this  sttempt  it 
an  adjustment  of  any  part  of  our  claims,  not  the  slightot 
pretence  exists  for  die  charge  in  the  instractioiii  on  tins 
point,  the  whole  of  which  were  as  follows: 

**4.  It  is  further  wished  that,  in  forming  an  opmon  of 
the  value  of  the  asseU  of  the  bank  on  the  3d  of  Mardi,  you 
should  take  into  consideration  the  amount  of  dividsodidw 
to  the  United  States  which  has  been  withheld  and  appliei 
by  the  bank  in  payment  of  a  claim  for  damages  on  the 
draft  or  order  drawn  by  the  Department  on  the  Fraocb 
Government.  Under  all  the  circumstances  of  that  cucr 
this  Department  cannot  recognise  the  right  of  the  bink  to 
any  thing  except  the  actual  expenses  incarrcd  bj  it  in 
consequence  of  the  iailure  by  the  French  Govemmc&t  to 
pay  the  draft,  with  the  usual  interest  thereon,  vhile  tk 
bank  had  not  the  use  of  the  money,  provided  it  did  boi 
have  the  use  of  it  during  the  whole  period  till  iti  lonnl 
repayment.  For  further  particulars  on  this  qucstioD,  iff- 
erence  can  be  had  to  the  printed  opinions  of  the  Attoncj 
General,  and  the  views  of  thb  Department  in  the  iBOi») 
reports  to  Congress,  December,  1884.  It  would  thcifr 
fore  seem  proper,  and  it  is  submitted  to  yoar  eoniiden- 
tion,  and  that  of  any  coiiimittee  uniting  with  yoo  on  the 
part  of  the  bank,  whether  the  claim  for  constructive  daoi- 
gee  had  not  better  be  reluiquiahed  by  the  bsnk,  sod  only  • 
full  indemnity  for  any  actual  loss  be  received,  and  the  ni- 
ne of  the  stock  be  estimated  on  that  basia— the  hank,  io 
the  mean  time,  paying  over  the  dividends  to  the  Unit«i 
States  which  were  withheld  in  1884." 

But  though  the  agenU  of  this  Department  properly  pro- 
ceeded to  effect  a  future  amicable  adjustment,  if  poisibie, 
in  full  <*t  in  part,  notwithstanding  the  refusal  to  pa;  the 
dividends  withheld,  yet  they  did  thi%  not  with  a  view  of 
abandoning  the  claim  of  the  €k>vemment  for  the  whole  of 
those  dividends^  after  deducting  any  interest  or  actual  ei- 
penses  due ;  beo&use  it  was  a  claim  always  instated  on  I? 
this  Department  as  just,  a  claim  so  well  sustained  by  equi- 
table and  legal  principles,  and  a  claim  which  bad  been  ^ 
ably  supported  by  the  oflfidal  opinions  of  the  higheot  !<« 
officers  of  the  Government  Nor  can  the  Department  no* 
recommend  to  Congress  any  reUnquishment  or  compn^ 
mise  of  it.  In  respect  to  the  rig^t  or  propriety  cf  the  banK 
chartered  by  Pennsylvania  to  arraign  tbejconiae  of  thu 
Department  on  the  present  subject,  even  had  it  been  so 
"unauthorized  and  unfortunate"  as  the  memorial supFl 
ses,  I  shall  not  now  stop  to  inquire,  because  Congretf  ovs 
bo  well  aware  that  the  signer  of  that  memorial  if  DOt,  ^d  lor 
near  a  year  has  not  been,  president  of  the  United  Sttt^ 
Bank  chartered  by  the  General  Government;  that  this  1^ 
partment  has  opened  no  correspondence  with  him  or  toe 
State  bank  in  respect  to  this  claim  and  iu  settlement,  Mi 
merely  replied  with  courtesy  to  any  communicrtion  D« 
,  might  choose  to  volunteer  on  the  subject  The  eifortJ  ci 
this  Department  have  rather  been  directed  to  i^^^^Jr 
Bank  of  the  United  Stotes  chartered  by  Congresi,  tnd^ 
officers,  to  make  a  seasonable  and  just  arrangement  upca 
this  embarrassing  affair.  ,  ,,* 

The  United  Sutes  own  no  stock  in  the  bank  in  beba.i 
of  which  this  memorial  has  been  presented  to  ^V'*?*^' 
indeed,  they  are  expressly  excluded  by  the  terms  of  it*  car- 
ter from  any  direct  interest  in  it  Unless  C<*"^. "? 
choose  to  release  its  claim  upon  the  bank  chartereo  by  - 
self,  and  accept  the  bank  chartered  by  the  Stale  of  r«n- 
sylvania  as  its  debtor,  either  in  the  capscity  ^^  y^ 
substitute,  the  United  Sutes  have  no  immediate  cm 
whatever  upon  the  latter  institution.  The  bank  J""^?*: 
by  Congress  is  still  in  existence  for  the  purpose  «  '<»"JJ 
its  affairs  and  paying  over  what  ii  due  to  its  atockhovK 
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Notu  of  United  Slaiea  Bank, 


[S4th  Coira.  2d  Sxst . 


Uhu  &  pcendent  and  all  other  neceamy  offioera,  and  it  ia 
hr  OoDgieaa  to  dedde  whether  a  new  debtor— a  new  cor- 
poration, orer  which  it  poaKoaea  leas  legal  control— ahall 
be  rabstitttted  for  the  bank  originally  chutered  by  ita  own 
tuthontjf  and  which  haa  not  heretofore  made,  and  doea 
not  now  make,  directly,  any  apecific  offer  ot  payment  or 
compromue. 

But  the  corpoimtion  created  by  the  State  of  PennaylvA' 
nia  is  repreaented  to  have  become  the  traatee  of  that  one 
chartered  by  Congreaa,  and  may  be  now  acting  in  ita  be- 
hilfy  though  it  never  haa  become  ita  trustee  bj  the  con- 
lent  of  the  United  Statea  or  of  this  Department  If  regard- 
ed u  amply  able  and  aafe  for  the  fulfllmcnt  of  any  obliga- 
tion it  may  enter  into  with  regard  to  thia  claim,  whether 
with  or  without  collateral  aecurity,  it  would  aeem  to  be 
proper  that  authority  should  be  given,  by  some  law  or  joint 
resolution,  to  accept  ita  obligations,  under  auch  limitations 
u  sound  prudence  may  dictate,  conaidering  the  character 
of  the  institution  and  the  great  amount  of  the  debt. 

Without  aoch  authority,  the  Treasury  Department 
would  not  of  course  feel  jastified  in  making  any  arrange- 
ment whatever  with  the  State  bank  in  question,  or  with  its 
officers,  in  reapect  to  this  important  claim,  and  by  such 
"  onauthoriied"  eouiae  to  changa  the  debtor  of  the  Govern- 
mtaty  and  perhapa  leaaen  what  Congreaa  might  consider 
its  present  legal  security  for  eventual  payment. 

Whether  die  bank  will  or  ''will  never  differ  with  Cmi- 
gnm  about  mere  sums  of  money,*'  and  whedier  in  reapect 
to  the  French  bill  « the  pecuniary  interest  involved  was 
and  is  a  matter  of  indifierence*'  or  not,  after  ita  two  com- 
mittees differed  so  much  firom  the  views  of  ours,  and  *'  the 
pecuniary  intereat  involved"  has  been  insisted  on  till  now, 
uid  after  ita  large  conteated  claim  to  withhold  the  dividends 
i^u  and  i»  yet  persisted  in,  though  so  manifeatly  inequita- 
ble, might  have  bean  deemed  questionable  but  for  the  dee- 
Itrations  in  the  memorial,  which,  it  ia  hoped,  may  be  hap- 
pily successftil  in  removing  all  future  doubt  or  difficulty  on 
those  pointa.  But  should  any  misfortune,  so  much  to  be 
deprecated,  preTent  that  desirable  reault,  certain  it  is  that 
the  bank  cannot  be  more  anxioua  than  this  Department  <*  to 
avert  the  hazard  of  any  further  mediation*'  connected  with  > 
it,  and  to  enable  the  president  and  directora  of  the  inatitu- 
(ion  chartered  by  Congreaa,  at  the  earliest  possible  mo- 
ment, (<to  terminate  £eir  connexion  with  the  Govern- 
ment." 

Respectiully,  yours, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treatury, 
Hon.  Silas  Wbiobt, 

Chairman  of  Committee  on  Finance  of  the  Senate. 

NOTES  OF  THE  BANK  OF  THE  U.  STATES. 


HoUSS  OF  HZPBSSXXTATIYES,  FsBBt7ART  22,   1837. 

Mr.  Galbraithf  from  the  select  committee  to  which  the 
subject  had  been  referred,  made  the  foUowing  report  .* 

The  select  committee,  to  which  were  referred  certain 
nemorials  relative  to  an  amendment  of  the  constitution  of 
he  United  Statea  in  relation  to  banking  corporations  in  the 
States,  and  in  relation  to  the  reissues  of  the  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Statea,  beg  leave  to  report  in  part, 
di :  on  that  portion  of  the  said  memorials  in  relation  to  the 
eiBRuea  of  the  notes  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United 
Statea. 

At  the  6ral  meeting  of  the  committee,  the  propriety  of 
iddressing  a  communication  to  the  directors  of  the  Bank 
f  the  United  Statea  chartered  by  Congress,  with  a  view 
^f  ascertaining  whether  the  notea  of  that  institution,  re- 
umcd  and  redeemed  since  the  3d  of  March,  had  been  re- 
uued,  and  if  so,  to  what  extent,  and  of  what  donomina< 
ion  of  notea^  was  suggested.     The    committee  decided, 


with  great  unanimity,  that  auch  a  course  would  be  entirely 
useleaa  and  unavailable  aa  to  obtaining  any  information  of 
the  fact;  that  no  information  would  be  obtained  of  service 
in  their  investigation,  or  leading  to  any  satisfactory  result. 
That  the  committee  should  ao  unanimoualy  come  to  thla 
conclusion  will  not  be  matter  of  surprise,  on  a  recurrence 
to  the  history  of  the  conduct  of  the  officers  of  that  institu- 
tion for  the  last  few  yeara.  It  may  not  be  improper  to  re- 
fer to  a  few  of  theae  inatances,  ftimii^ng  a  juatification  of 
such  inference. 

Paasing  over  the  concealment  of  mattera  frdm  the  com- 
mitteea  of  both  Houses  of  Congress  in  1832,  and  the  ex- 
duaion  of  the  directora  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Gov- 
emment  from  any  paKicipation  in  its  traneactiona  or 
knowledge  of  ita  affiurs  in  1833,  a  reference  will  be  here 
made  to  other  acts  of  a  more  recent  date.  In  January, 
1634,  the  officers  of  that  institution  refused  to  deliver  over, 
on  the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  books,  papers, 
and  funds,  connected  with  the  disbursements  to  be  made 
to  the  officera  and  soldiers  of  the  revolutionary  war,  under 
the  penaion  law  of  the  7th  June,  1632.  (See  vol.  2.  of 
Reporta  of  Committeea  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
1833-'4,  No.  263,  and  particularly  the  letter  of  ita  presi- 
dent, Mr.  Biddle,  of  the  28d  January,  1834,  in  which  he 
reporta  the  deciaion  of  the  directora,  distinctly  refusing  to 
comply  with  the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War.)  On  the 
4th  of  April,  1834,  a  resolution,  reported  by  the  Commits 
tee  of  Waya  and  Means  in  the  House  of  Representatives^ 
was  adopted  by  the  House,  providing  for  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  to  inveatigate  the  afiairs  of  the  bank,  under 
the  23d  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  incorporating  it,  of 
the  10th  April,  1816,  which  provides  that  <«it  shall,  at 
all  timea,  be  lawful  for  a  committee  of  either  House  of  Con- 
gress, appointed  for  that  purpose,  to  inspect  the  books  and 
to  examine  into  the  proceedings  of  the  corporation  hereby 
created,  and  to  report  whether  the  provisions  of  tlds  charter 
have  been  violated  or  not,'*  &c.  This  committee  waa 
clothed  with  power  to  aend  for  persons  and  papers,  and 
proceeded  to  the  banking-houae  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, and  resorted  to  every  foir  means  to  obtain  the  necea- 
sary  information  for  the  action  of  Congress ;  but  the  offi- 
cers of  the  bank  refused  permission  to  the  committee  to  in- 
spect the  books  or  examine  its  proceedinga,  and  even  re- 
fuaed  to  be  awom  to  give  e?idence  on  the  subject,  or  fur- 
nish any  information  whatever,  on  the  ground  that  they 
were  not  bound  to  criminate  themselves  ;  and  entered  into 
a  system  of  special  pleading  in  excuse,  and  boldly  set  at  de- 
fiance the  power  and  the  rights  of  the  people,  through  their 
representatives  in  Congress.  (Vol.  4,  Rep.  of  Com.  H. 
Reps.  l833-*4.  No.  461.)  On  the  13th  July,  1834,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  addressed  a  letter  to  the  presi- 
dent of  Uie  bank,  relative  to  the  seizure  and  detention,  by 
ita  officers,  of  the  money  in  its  possession  belonging  to  the 
United  States.  To  this  letter  no  reply  was  given  until  the 
28th  of  November,  a  period  so  late  as  to  defeat  an  oppor- 
tunity of  that  reply  being  submitted  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States  in  time  for  his  remarks  upon  it,  and  the  law- 
lesa  and  indefensible  conduct  of  the  officers  of  the  bank  in 
that  act,  in  his  annual  message  of  that  year.  The  high 
and  aristocratic  tone  of  that  communication,  made  after 
four  months*  delay,  manifests  any  thing  else  than  a  dis- 
position to  furnish  any  satisfactory  information,  whenever 
it  may  not  be  the  interest  of  the  bank  that  it  should  be 
afforded.  (Vol.  2,  Ex.  Doc.  of  1834>*6,  No.  21.)  A  simi- 
lar tone  plainly  marks  the  conduct  of  the  bank  and  its  offi- 
cers in  the  correspondence  between  its  president  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  relation  to  the  branch  drafts 
which  had  been  illegally  and  unlawfully  imposed  upon  the 
public  by  the  bank.  (Vol.  2,  Ex.  Doc.  of  1 834-'5,  No.  42.^ 
Again,  on  the  14th  October,  1834,  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Statea  addressed  a  communication  to  the  Government 
directora  of  the  bank,  requesting  them  « to  report  to  him. 
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with  as  Utile  delay  as  possible,  the  gross  profits  msde  by 
the  bank,  of  every  description  whatever,  for  each  half  year 
since  the  1st  January,  1832— the  deductions  in  detail  made 
from  those  profits,"  &c. — in  order  that  <'he  might  be  able 
to  take  a  proper  view  of  the  subject  of  the  public  revenues 
in  his  communication  to  Congress."  After  various  fruit- 
less efibrts  to  examine  the  books  of  the  bank,  the  Govern- 
ment directors  were  informed  by  the  second  assistant 
cashier  (the  cashier  himself  having  kept  out  of  the  way)  that 
the  book  they  particularly  desired  was  locked  up  m  the 
vault,  the  key  of  which  he  then  had  in  his  pocket,  but  re- 
fused to  deliver  to  them.  (Vol.  2d,  Ex.  Doc.  of  1834-'5, 
No.  46.) 

The  comminsioners  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  23d  June  last,  to  examine  the  affiurs  of  the 
bank,  on  the  4th  November,  gave  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  the  buik  a  memorandum  of  points 
on  which  they  desired  information,  embracing,  among 
other  things,  the  only  matter  of  which  it  would  have  been 
proper  for  your  committee  to  seek  information  from  the  offi- 
cers of  the  bank.  The  same  evasive,  technical,  and  un- 
satifactory  course  was  adopted  by  these  officers  which  had 
heretofore  distinctly  characterized  them.  The  points  of 
that  memorandum  referred  to  are  these :  <<  What  de- 
nomination of  notes  composed  the  nett  circulation  of  the 
bank  at  that  timel"  (3d  March,  1886.)  "Have  any  of 
the  notes  of  the  bank  been  reissued  since  the  3d  of  March, 
1836 ;  and  if  so,  to  what  amount  V  To  these  points  the 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  bank  replied:  <'The  de- 
nomination of  the  notes  composing  the  nett  circulation  of 
the  bank  cannot  be  ascertained."  *  *  <*Tbe  Bank  of  the 
United  States  chartered  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  has, 
it  is  understood,  done  as  other  banks  have  done,  paid  out 
the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States ;  but  of  this  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  has  no  official  knowledge ;  nor 
has  it  any  concern  in  the  matter,  as  the  new  bank  is  bound 
to  redeem  all  the  notes  of  the  old  bank." 

With  this  continued  history  of  systematic  concealment, 
on  the  part  of  the  bank,  of  all  information  from  the  Gov- 
ernment and  its  officers,  agents,  and  committees  of  Con- 
greM  before  them,  your  committee  have  deemed  it  vain  and 
useless  to  seek  for  any  satisfactory  information  on  the  sub- 
ject to  which  their  inquiry  would  necessarily  lead,  by  open- 
ing a  correspondence  with  the  officers  of  the  bank,  if  even 
they  should  ask  and  obtain  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers.  Your  committee  have  therefore  entered  upon  the 
consideration  of  that  branch  of  the  subject  relating  to  the 
reissue  of  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  since 
the  expiration  of  its  charter  on  the  3d  of  March  last,  to 
which  their  attention  has  been  called  by  the  memorials, 
with  the  best  lights  before  them. 

Although  your  committee  cannot  speak  with  official  cer- 
tainty in  relation  to  the  fact  of  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  which  had  been  returned  to  the  bank  and 
redeemed  since  the  9d  of  March  last,  haviog  been  reissued, 
and  again  thrown  upon  the  community,  or  to  what  amount 
such  reissues  have  taken  place,  yet  it  is  believed  there  can 
exist  no  doubt  of  such  having  been  the  case,  to  the  extent 
of  almost  the  entire  issues  of  the  State  bank  of  the  same 
name  since  that  period,  and  that  no  new  issues  have  been 
made  excepting  a  single  emission  of  the  denomination  of 
ten  dollars.  The  whole  concurring  testimony  inevitably 
leads  to  that  conclusion.  It  has  been  asserted  over  and 
over  ag^n,  in  the  public  prints,  for  more  than  nine  months 
past ;  it  was  anserted  on  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  as  early  as  May  or  June  last,  on  the  authority  of 
letters  from  a  respectable  source ;  gentlemen  of  the  first 
respectability  from  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  thB  location  of 
the  bank,  have  spoken  of  it  as  a  matter  generally  known 
and  conoeded ;  and  it  has  never,  as  the  committee  have 


seen,  been  denied.     It  is  also  stated,  by  the  eaannisrionen 
appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  21st 
September  last,  to  investigate  the  claim  of  the  GovemmeDt 
upon  the  bank,  after  their  investigation  as  fto-  as  permitted, 
in  their  communication  to  the  Secretary  of  the  25th  Janu- 
ary last.  (See  Doc.  No.  1 18,  Ho.  of  Reps.,  of  the  present 
session.)     They  say  at  page  6  of  that  docmneat,  "'the 
bank  was  not  in  fact  closed  when  its  charter  terminated ; 
no  vrinding  up  of  its  business  took  place  on  the  3d  of 
March ;  its  accounts  were  carried  on  without  interruption, 
previously  and  subsequently  to  that  day;  and  its  semi- 
annual settlement  on  the  let  of  July,  1836,  embraced  the 
entire  transactions  from  the  Ist  of  January  preeeding, 
without  reference  to  the  change  that  had  oorarred  in  the 
mean  time ;"  and  they  speak  of  the  business  of  the  bank 
being-  **  blended  with  the  affairs  of  the  new  instttotion,'^ 
"  to  which  the  books  had  been  transferred,"  dkc    At  page 
14,  speaking  of  the  denomination  of  notes  oomptising  the 
circulation,  they  say:  «The  fact  that  $10»  142,038  hai 
been  redeemed    in  the  interval  which  elapsed    faetwero 
the  termination  of  the  charter  and  the  ISth  of  October 
afforded  us  no  guide  by  which  to  form  an  opinion  ;  because 
the  Bank  of  l^e  United  States  chartered  by  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  charged  with  the  redemption  of  the 
circulation,  continued  String  that  time  to  pay  out  tkt 
notes  originally  isaued  by  the  Bank  of  the  VhUed  Stata 
chartered  by  Congress,**    From  this  testimony  your  com* 
mittee  believe,  as  before  observed,  there  is  no  doubt  of  the 
existence  of  the  fact  of  the  reissues  of  the  notes  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  as  suggested  in  the  memoriale;  but  it 
is  claimed  as  a  matter  of  right  to  reissue  such  notoa  aincv 
the  expiration  of  the  charter. 

Your  committee  distinctly  and  unhesitatiiigly  deny  the 
existence  of  any  such  right,  and  proceed  to  exanma  tiie 
grounds  on  which  it  is  claimed. 

This  claim  of  right  is  sought  through  an  alleged  charter, 
obtained  from  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Penney  tranis, 
by  an  act  passed  by  that  body  on  the  18th  Febniary,  18S6, 
entitled  <*  An  act  to  repeal  the  State  tax  on  real  and  per- 
sonal property,''  dtc.  The  second  section  of  that  act  pro- 
vides that  "the  present  stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  tke 
United  States,  excepting  the  United  States  and  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  United  States,  and  such  other  penone  ma  may 
become  stockholders,  agreeably  to  the  by-laws  made  for 
that  purpose,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  in  the  'whole  the 
present  capital  of  the  said  bank,  their  successors  and  apsigns, 
be,  and  are  hereby,  created  a  corporation  and  body  poKtir, 
by  the  name  and  style  of  *  the  president,  directots,  and 
company  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Statce,'  and  ahail  so 
continue  until  the  third  day  of  March,  in  the  year  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-six,**  jcc  The  stock  cf 
the  United  States,  about  ^7,000,000,  was  thus  ezdodcd, 
by  the  terms  of  this  State  act,  and  the  institution  authorized 
to  take  in,  by  its  by-laws,  other  stockholders  instead  of  it, 
not  to  exceed  the  original  amount  of  capital,  #35,000,000. 
Shortly  after  this  alleged  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Fennsrl- 
vania  passed,  an  election  was  held  by  the  individaal  stock- 
holders, for  directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  State* 
chartered  by  Congress;  and  another  election,  by  the  rame 
stockholders,  for  directors  of  the  same  institution,  aa  alleged 
to  be  continued  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  On  the  2d 
day  of  March,  1836,  the  day  previous  to  the  expiration  of 
the  charter  granted  by  Congress,  the  directors  of  that  insti> 
tution,  thus  elected  by  the  individual  stockholdera — the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  although  ovming  ox»e 
fifth  of  the  stock,  having  no  participation  in  the  election — 
transferred  to  the  directors  of  the  new  or  continued  bank, 
a  majority  of  them  being  the  same  men,  all  the  funds  of  iht 
institution,  of  every  description,  including,  of  course,  all 
its  notes,  bills,  property,  dtc.,  and  the  latter  directors,  for 
the  new  bank,  assumed  all  the  obligations  of  the  bank 
chartered  by  Congress;  in  other  words,  die  individml 
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directors  of  the  bank  chartered  by  Congreaa,  by  the  formal 
ceremony  of  a  reaolution  of  one  board  of  diiecton  elected 
by  them,  transferred  to  them$elve»y  through  another  board, 
of  nearly  the  same  men,  elected  by  them,  adopting  another 
resolutioa  accepting  the  transfer,  all  ihe  fands,  shares, 
estate,  property,  ikc,  of  the  tnstttotion,  assuming,  by  the 
latter  resolution,  all  the  obligations  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  chartered  by  Congress;  thus  Yirtually  be- 
coming its  trustee,  or  asngnee,  voluntarily  charged  with 
all  the  obligations  and  duties  incumbent  upon  the  expiring 
institution. 

The  funds  and  property  of  the  bank  chartered  by  Con- 
gress, including  its  notes,   its  Government  stock,  moneys, 
effects,  and  estate,  being  thus  transferred  to  the  alleged  new 
institution,  constituting  its  entire  stock  and  funds,  on  the 
accepted  condition  and  voluntary  assumption  of  discharging 
all  the  obligations  and  performing  all  the  duties  of  the  ex- 
piring bank,  the  whole  nuttter  is  resolved  to  the  single 
point  of  inquiry :     What  are  the  obligations  and  duties  of 
the  bank  chartered  by  Congress,  under  its  act  of  incorpo- 
ration, aAer  the  3d  of  March,  1836,  the  day  on  which  it  ex- 
pired for  ail  active  business  purposes,  as  clearly  provided  in 
the  7th  section  of  the  act  of  the  lOth  April,  18161   JThe 
7th  section  fixes  the  termination  of  its  active  existence 
on  the  3d  of  March,  1886  ;  the  2l8t  section  provides  that, 
<  <  notwithstanding  the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which  the 
said  corporation  is  created,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  use  the 
corporals  name,  style,  and  capacity, /or  thepurpou  ofauiU^ 
for  tht  final  »ettiemeni  and  UgwUUUion  of  the  affaire  and 
aeeaunie  of  the  eorporation^  and  for  the  sale  and  disposition 
of  their  estate,  real,  personal,  and  mixed ;  but  not  for  any 
other  purpoee^  or  in  any  other  manner  whatsoever^  nor  for 
a  period  exceeding  two  years  afier  the  expiration  of  the 
said  term  of  incorpomtion."    Prom  the  terms  of  this  sec- 
tion, taken  in  connexion  with  those  of  the  7th,  the  in- 
tention of  the  act  of  Congress  chartering  the  bank  is  too 
clearly  expressed  to  be  mistaken  by  any  body ;  that,  up  to 
the  3d  of  March,  1836,  it  was  enabled  to  perform  all  the 
functions  for  which  it  was  created — such  as  discounting 
notes  and   bills  of  exchange,  issuing  and  reissuing  its 
notes,  dtc.  4  that  after  that  period  it  could  perform  no  act 
but  such,  and  such  alone,  as  should  be  necessary  to  the 
**  liquidation  of  the  affaire  and  aeeounts  of  the  eorpo- 
raiian,"  and  the  sale  and  disposition  of  its  property  ;  the 
winding  upof  its  concerns — such  as  calling  in  its  bills  in  cir- 
culation,  redeeming  and  cancelling  them,  collecting  its 
debts,  and  settling  with  its  creditors  and  stockholders.  The 
reissuing  of  its  notes  is  the  same  thing  as  the  original  is- 
suing^ sAd  requires  the  exercise  of  precisely  the  same  func- 
tion—the performance  of  an  active  business  duty — either 
employs  the  <*  fiome,  etyk,  and  eapaatyy**  for  another 
parpos6|  and  in  another  manner,  than  that  for  the  ** final 
aeitkmtnt   and  liquidation  of  the   affaire"  dec.,   and 
theiefoie    clearly  forbidden  by^Uie  terms  of   the  21st 
section  of  the  act     It  is  also  indicated  that  tiiis  busi- 
neas  of  **  the  liquidation  of  the  affaire  and  aeeounts  of 
the  corporation^  shall  be  performed  within  the  limited 
period  of  two  years — a  period  supposed  to  be  sufficient  to  re- 
deem all  the  pi^r  in  circulation,  and  collect  all  the  debts 
due,  and  settle  with  all  creditors.  This  could  never  be  done 
if  the  redeemed  notes  of  the  bank  should  continue  to  be 
reissued  as  before  the  expiration  of  the  charter.     Indeed,  it 
im  c»>ntended  by  many,  that  those  who  happen  to  be  the 
holders  of  the  notes  of  that  bank,  after  the  expiration  of  the 
tvro  yeara,  (3d  March,  L838,)  could  not  recover  the  amount 
from  the  bank,  construing  the  limitation  of  «  suits**  to  ap- 
ply to  the  capacity  of  being  sued  as  well  as  suing.     Your 
committee  do  not  consider  it  necessary  to  decide  that  ques- 
tion ;  but  the  position  is  not  without  plausibility,  inasmuch 
as  the  provision  in  the  21st  section  may  be  viewed  as 
giving  notice  to  the  community,  holding  the  notes,  to  re- 
tam  them  within  that  period  for  redemption,  or  suffer  the 


loss.  If  the  construction  be  correct,  it  imposes  the  obliga- 
tion so  mudi  the  more  strongly  upon  the  institution,  and 
indirectly  upon  Congress,  to  relieve  the  community  from  a 
description  of  circulation  vrfaich  may  become  dead  and 
valueless  in  their  hands.  If  it  be  a  dOty  incumbent  upon 
the  bank  chartered  by  Congress  to  redeem  and  cancel  the 
notes  returned  since  the  expiration  of  the  charter  on  the  Sd 
March  last,  it  is  equally  obligatory  upon  any  individual  or 
corporation.  State  or  national,  charged  with  the  perform- 
ance of  its  duties,  to  do  the  same  thing.  The  position, 
therefore,  that  there  is  or  can  be  a  right  any  where  to  re- 
issue the  notes  of  the  bank  chartered  by  Congress,  returned 
since  the  8d  of  March  last,  and  redeemed  with  the  funds  of 
that  institution,  either  by  its  own  officers  directly  or 
through  the  instrumentality  of  a  trustee  or  assignee,  your 
committee  cannot  but  regard  as  both  false  and  dishonest. 
That,  on  the  contrary,  such  reissues  are  a  cheat  upon  the 
community,  a  fraud  upon  the  Government,  and  in  direct 
contravention  of  the  plain  and  undoubted  intention  of  the 
act  of  Congress  granting  the  charter. 

To  illustrate  and  simplify  this,  let  us  suppose  a  similar 
case  of  individuals.     A  and  B  enter  into  a  partnership  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  on  any  particular  business,  say 
merchandising,  for  a  certain  period,  and  to  terminate  on  a 
given  day  prescribed  by  their  agreement.     A  vests  in  the 
concern  $7,000,  and  B  four  times  that  sum,  $28,000  ;  and 
B  assumes  the  management  and  control  of  the  entire  con- 
cern.   It  is  agreed  that,  at  the  expiration  of  the  time  stipula- 
ted, the  name  and  style  of  the  firm  shall  be  used  for  the 
purpose  of  suits  for  the  final  settlement  and  Uquidaiion  of 
the  affairs  and  aeeounts  of  the  partnership,  but  for  no 
other  purpose,  nor  in  any  other  manner.     B  appoints  as 
many  clerks  or  agents  as  are  necessary  to  conduct  the  af- 
fairs of  the  concern — ^they  issue  promissory  notes,  dec,  in 
the  name  of  the  firm  *'  A  and  B."    The  day  previous  to 
the  expiration  of  the  partnership,  one  of  the  clerks  appoint- 
ed by  B,  for  the  firm,  transfers  all  the  effects  and  funds  of 
the  firm  to  another  of  the  clerics,  for  the  use  of  B,  he  en- 
gaging to  discharge  all  the  obligations  and  duties,  and  pay 
all  the  debts  due  by  the  firm  of  A  and  B,  and  particularly 
the  original  stock  due  to  A.     After  the  expiration  of  the 
partnership,  the  business  is  continued  by  B.     The  notes 
of  the  firm  are  presented,  paid  out  of  the  funds  of  the  part- 
nership, and  reissued  by  die  clerks  of  B,  under  his  direc- 
tion, thus  rendering  the  funds  of  the  partnership  again  liable 
for  their  payment ;  and  besides,  B  refuse  to  settle  or  pay 
over  to  A  the  amount  of  his  stock  invested.     Who  would 
have  the  hardihood  to  defend  this  as  an  honest  transaction, 
either  towards  the  other  partner  or  the  community,  upon 
whom  the  notes  of  the  firm  were  thus  thrown,  after  being 
redeemed  out  of  the  funds  of  the  partnership  ?     The  indi- 
vidual who  would  attempt  such  a  transaction  could  not  sus- 
tain a  character  in  any  commerdul  community  where  char- 
acter is  regarded.     If  it  did  not  constitute  a  forgery,  so  that 
he  might  lie  indicted  for  that  crime,  yet  it  would  approach 
near  to  it,  and  probably  constitute  the  crime  of  <<  cheating 
with  false  pretences. "    It  would,  at  all  events,  justly  stamp 
such  individual  with  infamy  in  any  correct  community,  as 
entirely  unworthy  of  all  trust  or  confidence.     Is  the  same 
thing  less  unjust  or  fraudulent  because  committed  by  a  cor- 
poration 1     The  right  to  reissue  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  returned  since  the  3d  March,  is  just  the 
right,  and  no  other,  that  any  one  has  for  the  commission 
of  a  glaring  and  palpable  fraud.     It  cannot  be  derived 
through  the  transfer  from  the  directors  of  the  old  bank, 
made  on  the  2d  March,  1836,  to  the  directors  of  the  alleged 
ne^  bank,  representing  precisely  the  same  stockholders,  as 
its  last  will  and  testament,  because  they  possessed  no  such 
right  to  transfer ;  but,  on  the  contraiy,  were  bound  by  the 
terms  of  the  charter  to  settle  and  wind  up  the  affairs  after 
the  3d  of  March,  or,  in  other  words,  were  forbidden  to  is- 
sue or  reissue  their  notes  after  that  period.     The  dhectors 
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of  the  old  bank,  not  having  any  right  to  issue  notes,  could 
tranter  no  right  to  their  assignee.  It  cannot  be  derived 
through  the  charter  granted  bj  the  Legislature  of  the  8taie 
of  Pennsylvania,  because,  first,  the  act  of  Assemhly  of  that 
State  does  not  profess  to  vest  any  power  in  the  bank  to  re- 
issue the  notes  of  the  old  bank ;  and  because,  secondly,  if 
it  did,  it  would,  so  far,  be  absolutely  null  and  void,  being 
in  express  contravention  of  the  act  of  Congress.  It  is  not 
the  purpose  or  within  the  duty  of  the  committee  to  inquire 
into  the  manner  and  means  by  which  the  charter  was  ob- 
tained from  the  State,  or  into  its  provisions ;  but  it  may  not- 
be  out  of  the  way  here  to  remark  Uiat,  so  far  from  the  Penn- 
sylvania act  authorizing  the  bank  to  reissue  the  notes  of  the 
Bank  of  the  Unitod  States  chartered  by  Congress^  it  inter- 
dicts a  large  portion  of  such  reissues  as  have  taken  place 
since  the  3d  of  March  last  The  6th  article  of  the  4th  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  provides : 
"And  the  notes  and  bills  which  shall  be  issued  by  order  of 
said  corporation,  or  under  its  authority,  shall  be.  binding 
upon  it,  and  those  made  payable  to  order  shall  be  assigna- 
ble bv  endorsement,  but  notie  shall  be  issued  of  a  less  de- 
iiomituxtion  than  ten  dollars"  Now,  inasmuch  as  the 
notes  of  the  old  bank  constituted  nearly  the  entire  issues  of 
the  bank  professed  to  be  chartered  by  the  State,  and  a  large 
portion  of  those  issues  consisted  of  notes  of  a  less  denomi- 
nation than  ten  dollars,  such  issues  were  not  only  in  con- 
travention of  the  act  of  Congress,  but  in  direct  and  gross 
violation  of  the  very  act  of  the  State  Legislature  through 
which  the  right  of  reissuing  those  notes  is  claimed  for  it 
In  the  reply  of  the  committee  of  the  bank,  before  quoted, 
they  say  :  "The  Bank  of  the  United  States  chartered  by 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  has,  it  is  understood,  done  as 
other  banks  have  done — ^paid  out  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of 
the.  United  States ;"  placing  that  bank  on  the  same  footing 
witli  others  receiving  the  notes  of  the  old  bank  in  the  course 
of  their  own  regular  busuiess.  The  error  committed  hero 
is  too  glaring  and  manifest  to  be  attributed  to  mere  miscon- 
caption  or  misapprehension  of  the  relation  in  wliich  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  diartered  by  the  State,  stands 
both  with  regard  to  the  old  bank  and  the  Government. 
That  a  bank  or  an  uidividual,  receiving  the  notes  of  the 
bank  which  had  expired  on  the  3d  of  MiU'ch,  in  the  ordi- 
nary course  of  their  own  business,  might  pay  them  out 
again  in  the  same  way,  no  one  would  pretend  to  deny  ; 
but  what  child  does  not  at  once  perceive  the  different  po- 
sition occupied  by  that  institution,  and  that  occupied  by  all  : 
other  institutions  and  individuals,  both  with  regard  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  and  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  chartered  by  Congress,  in  this  particular  1  If 
tiiey  receive  such  notes,  they  receive  them  as  their  own, 
and  on  their  own  account ;  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
chartered  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  receiving  the  Gov- 
ernment stock  and  moneys  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
and  all  the  funds  of  the  bank  chartered  by  Congress,  is 
placed  in  possession  of  its  notes,  under  a  special  trust  to 
discharge  all  the  obligations  of  the  old  bank,  one  of  which 
is  to  wind  up  is  affairs,  or,  in  other  words,  not  to  reissue 
its  notes ;  and*  it  cannot  reissue  them  but  in  violation  of 
that  trust. 

The  committee  having,  as  they  believe,  satisfactorily  ' 
shown  that  the  not^s  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  ! 
chartered  by  Congress,  returned  and  redeemed  from  the  | 
funds  of  that  institution  since  the  expiration  of  its  charter,  ; 
have  boon  since  reissued  and  put  again  into  circulation,  • 
and  that  such  reissuing  is  without  right,  fully  sustaining 
the  views  of  the  memorialists,  it  remains  to  inquire  into  the 
mischief,  and  the  power  of  Congress  to  provide  a  remedy, 
and  what  remedy  is  most  proper  and  appropriate. 

One  of  the  mischiefs  arising  from  this  reissuing  of  notes, 
once  redeemed  from  the  source  upon  the  responsibility  of 
which  they  were  originally  issued,  is  the  deception  practised 
upon  an  unwary  community.     It  is  true  they  are  not  strict- 


ly counterfeit  notes,  being  genuine  in  point  of  form,  signed 
by  the  persons  whose  signatures  they  bear,  and  originslly 
what  they  purport  on  their  face,  but  spurious  in  sabstanfi^ 
having  been  once  redeemed  from  the  basis  originally  lishie 
for  their  redemption,  and  that  basu  removed  and  tranilier- 
red  to  another  corporation,  created  by  State   legislatioo, 
which  may  or  may  not  redeem  them,  at  tlie  plessurs  d 
its  officers,  or  as  their  interests  may  determine ;  and  afin 
the  dd  of  March,  1838,  beyond  which  they  will  of  coum 
continue  to  circulate,  if  continued  to  be  reissued,  still  ren- 
dered more  doubtful  of  payment  by  the  additional  legal  ob- 
stacle interposed  to  their  recovery,  should  payment  be  re* 
fused.     It  may  be  said,  however,  that  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  chartered  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  ts 
which  the  funds  and  property  of  the  Bank  of  the  Unittd 
States  have  been  entirely  transferred,  has  undertaken  to 
pay  all  debts  due  from  it,  and  to  discharge  all  its  oUi* 
gations.     But  to  whom  is  that  undertaking  made  1     Net 
to  the  holders  of  the  notes.     There  is  no  privity  between 
them  and  the  new  corporation ;  and,  on  the  presentation  d 
such  notes  to  its  officers,  thoy  might  reply,  withoill  a  great- 
er violation  of  obligation  than  they  have  often  before  com- 
mitted :  *<  It  is  true  we  had  undertaken  to  disdiar^  the 
debts  of  the  bank  chartered  by  Congress,  but  that  waa  only 
an  arrangement  for  our  own  convenience  among  onnelTei, 
and  we  have  already  redeemed  more  of  its  notee  than  the 
amount  of  funds  received  from  that  source,  and  we  canoot 
redeem  any  more ;"  and,  in  the  complicated  stnte    of  iu 
afiairs,  it  would  be  hopeless  for  any  one  to  show  to  the  con- 
trary ;  and  if  he  could,  the  cost  might  overrun  the  recov- 
ery, to  say  nothing  of  the  delay  and  diaappointiiient    A 
new  and  a  different  responsibility  from  that  expreased  on 
the  face  of  the  notes  is  substituted,  without  the  holder^ 
consent,  and  not  necessarily  within  his  knowledge,  whidt 
may  or  may  not  turn  out  insolvent,  which  is  unjust  to  tk 
country. 

The  example  is  calculated  to  have  a  pemieious  effect 
upon  the  commercial  community.  If  a  trick  of  this  kiul 
practised  by  the  officers  of  the  bank,  should  pasa  onnoticeJ 
and  unpunished,  others^  even  less  honest,  may  be  temptse 
to  even  greater  outrages  upon  commercial  faimeee  and  ia> 
tegrity,  until  all  eommercial  confidence  be  destroyed. 

The  stock  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  m 
the  bank,  estimated  by  a  committee  of  the  individual  stock- 
holders themselves  at  $7,563,698  59,  and  by  the  oonamii- 
sioners  appointed  by  the .  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  si 
$8, 110, 3 15  09— the  money  of  the  people  of  this  coonby— 
is  withheld  from  them,  and  placed,  without  their  consent, 
at  the  disposal  of  a  few  bank  directors,  in  whose  aciceticE 
they  have  no  participation— to  be  wasted  or  speculated  Bp- 
on,  at  the  pleasure  of  benk  officers,  of  whom  the  peofik 
know  nothing.  The  people*s  money  is  thus  nexed  upoe 
and  detained  for  the  purpose  of  redeeming  notes  over  mni 
over  again,  reissued  in  violation  of  law  and  obligations  vd- 
untarily  assumed.  Had  this  sum  been  paid  over  to  tli« 
United  States,  or  even  half  of  it,  a  large  increase  vrottK! 
have  been  made  to  the  amount  deposited  with  the  difierefii 
States,  to  be  applied  to  the  purposes  of  the  country,  onder 
the  deposits  act  of  June  last.  Without  expressiD|f  aB,« 
opinion  here  of  the  policy  of  that  act,  your  committee  deem 
it  their  duty  to  assert  tlie  right  of  the  Government,  ondcr 
the  control  of  the  people,  to  the  possession  of  what  i«  ds* 
to  it,  to  make  auch  disposition  of  it  as  the  people  maj  d.- 
rect,  without  the  hinderance  or  obstruction  of  any  bo«ird  «e 
bank  directors.  It  may  be  said  that  the  Govemmeat  har? 
a  security,  in  the  obligation  of  the  Bank  of  the  UniteA 
States  chartered  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  for  tho  |^y- 
ment  of  its  shares  in  the  tftock  of  the  Bank  of  the  XJuit^ 
States  chartered  by  Congress.  Your  committee  reply ,  that 
this  undertakbg  is  not  given  directly  to  the  Government : 
and  if  it  were,  there  is  a  difference  between  obligatioa  aiu. 
payment ;  and  in  the  instance  under  eonaidcrstioEi,  ths' 
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dUStnnce  mty  be  xerj  important.  It  appears  b^  the  re- 
port of  the  eommissioners  appointed  by  tiie  Secretary  of  the 
Tresmry,  already  referred  to,  that  on  the  8d  of  March 
list  the  bank  stood  as  follows:  Notes  in  circulation, 
$12,109,352  23;  specie,  $6,595,077  25:  and  I7  the 
return  made  to  the  Auditor  General  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
fljlTsnia,  by  the  bank  chartered  by  that  State,  in  November 
following,  it  stood  thus :  notes  in  circulation,  $9, 738, 082  28 ; 
specie,  $3,275,292  36 :  bebig  reduced  nearly  one  half  in 
specie  and  more  in  circulation,  although  it  had  in  the  mean 
time  contracted  a  loan  in  Europe  of  $6,788,194  44,  and 
its  liabilities  equal  to  its  entire  resources.  Since  that  time 
it  has  still  further  dwindled  down  in  specie  and  in  business ; 
and  should  the  redeemed  notes  of  the  expired  corporation 
continae  to  be  reissued,  as  they  have  been,  in  a  few  months 
the  whele  resourees  out  of  which  the  claim  of  the  Govern- 
ment ought  to  have  been  paid  must  be  abstracted,  and  an 
entirely  difieient  responsibili^  substituted,  and  one  of  a 
rery  doubtful  charaeter. 

In  proposing  remedies  against  the  mischiefs  here  advert- 
ed to,  we  are  met  with  the  objection  that  the  reissues  have 
been  made  by  the  bank  chartered  by  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, which,  being  a  State  institution,  is  beyond  any  con- 
trol or  legislative  action  by  Congress.  Your  committee 
concede,  to  the  full  extent,  that  Congress  possesses  no  pow- 
er (0  legislate  directly  over  institutions  purely  of  a  State 
chsDitcter,  and  unconnected  with  the  Government  of  the 
United  States.  The  answer,  however,  is,  that  a  remedy 
may  be  provided  without  interfering  with  the  relations  be- 
tween the  Government  of  the  United  States  and  the  State 
iDstitotions,  further  than  has  been  done  heretofore  without 
objections.  Congress  has  heretofore  directed  the  descrip- 
tion of  circulation  which  should  be  received  in  payment  of 
public  dues,  regulated  the  deposits  of  the  public  money  in 
^tate  banks,  and  passed  other  aiits  which,  in  dieir  opera* 
tion,  affected  indirectly  more  or  less  the  institutions  incor- 
porated by  the  States.  But  agam,  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  chartered  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  as  already 
Ken,  has  connected  itself  vrith  this  Government  more  in- 
timately than  any  other  institution  of  the  kind,  having, 
without  the  request  or  consent  of  the  Government,  taken 
possession  of  more  than  $8,000,000  belonging  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  and  added  it  to  its  own  stock,  and 
voluntarily  assumed  the  payment  to  the  (rovemment  of 
the  United  States,  but  has  refused  to  pay  it  or  to  setUe  the 
aniount,  and  continues  to  reissue  the  notes  of  the 'Bank  of 
the  United  States  in  which  the  Government  was  a  stodL- 
Ndcr,  and  for  the  redemption  of  which  notes  the  money  of 
the  Government  in  its  hands  is  liable.  Its  relation  to  the 
Government,  therefore,  is  peculiar,  and  of  its  own  seeking; 
being  a  voluntary  and  unsought  depository  of  the  public 
'"oney,  and  placed  in  posseanon  of  the  funds  in  which  the 
Government  have  an  interest,  and  thus  by  its  own  act 
brought  within  the  legitimate  control  of  Congress. 

Vour  committee  believe  it  to  be  not  only  the  right  but 
the  duty  of  Congress  to  protect  the  community  from  the 
Inception  of  a  circulation  spurious  in  its  character,  bearing 
ihe  authority  of  the  United  States,  being  the  same,  in 
^ect,  as  counterfeit  paper.  By  directing  that  such  cireu- 
!>tion  shall  not  enter  into  the  collection  of  the  public  reve- 
nue?, it  is  believed  a  large  portion  of  it  will  be  throvni  out 
'f  the  circulation  of  the  country,  and  its  true  character 
nade  generally  knovm.  By  thu  means,  the  intention  of 
he  act  of  Congress,  that  all  the  notes  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  should  be  called  in  and  redeemed  within  the 
wo  years  after  the  expiration  of  its  charter,  may  be  at  least 
n  part  carried  into  effect. 

With  this  view,  they  propose  a  joint  resolution  for  the 

adoption  of  the  House,  excluding  such  notes  from  circnla- 

ion,  60  far  as  regards  the  collection  of  the  public  revenues. 

Vour  committee  are  also  fully  satisfied  of  the  power  of 

-Congress  to  render  penal  any  future  act  violating  the  pro- 
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visions  of  an  act  of  Congress,  and  having  a  miachievoua 
tendency  upon  the  currency  of  the  country,  calculated  to 
destroy  or  lessen  the  funds  of  the  Government,  or  weaken 
the  securities  for  the  collection  of  the  public  revenues,  or  to 
deceive  and  impose  upon  the  people  of  the  United  States ; 
and,  under  this  view  of  the  matter,  beg  leave  to  report  a 
bill  providing  for  the  punishment  of  the  reissuing  the  notes 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  once  redeemed,  by  those 
in  whose  possession  they  are  alter  redemption,  and  who 
are  charged,  by  their  own  assumption,  with  their  payment. 

Joint  resolution  relative  to  the  notes  of  tha  Bank  of  the  United  States: 

Rooked  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^  That 
until  the  notes  of  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States  which 
may  have  been  returned  since  the  third  day  of  March  last, 
and  redeemed  out  of  the  funds  of  the  said  bank,  shall  have 
ceased  to  be  reissued  by  ito  officers,  directors,  trustee  or 
trustees,  and  until  the  amount  due  to  the  Government  from 
said  bank  shall  be  settled  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  the  notes  of  said 
bank,  and  the  notes  of  any  bank  to  which  ita  funds  and 
eatate  may  have  been  tranaferred  in  trust  for  the  payment 
of  ito  debto  and  the  discharge  of  ita  duties  and  obligations, 
shall  not  be  received  in  payment  of  any  debta  due  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  or  taken  in  exchange  or 
on  depoaite  in  any  of  the  banks  selected  as  depositories  of 
the  public  money ;  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy  is 
hereby  directed  to  adopt  such  measures  as  he  may  deem 
necessary  to  carry  tills  provision  into  effect. 

A  bill  providing  for  the  punishment  of  reissuing  the  notes  of  the  late 

Bank  of  the  United  Sisies. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Houae  of  RepresentO' 
tives  of  the  Umte4  States  of  America  in  Congress  assem- 
bled. That  if  any  6ffieer  of  the  Bank  of  the  l&ted  States 
shall  reissue,  or  cause  or  permit  to  be  reissued,  any  note  or 
notes  of  the  said  bank  which  had  been  redeemed  at  the 
said  bank,  or  the  trustee  or  assignee  of  said  bank»  out  of 
tha  funds  belonging  thereto,  since  the  third  of  March  last, 
it  shall  be  deemed  a  misdemeanor;  and,  on  conviction 
thereof  in  any  district  or  circuit  court  of  the  United  States, 
the  offender  shall  pay  a  fine  of  one  thousand  dollars ;  the 
one  half  thereof  to  the  use  of  any  person  who  shall  prose- 
cute the  same,  and  the  other  half  to  be  paid  into  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  United  States. 
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Hovsx  OP  Rtspuxsehtatitis,  March  3,  1887. 

Mr.  Galbratth,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  the 
subject  had  been  referred^  made  the  following  report  .- 

The  select  committee  to  which  were  referred  certain  me- 
morials suggesting  an  amendment  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States  in  relation  tobanking companies,  and  against 
the  reissuing  of  the  notes  of  the  United  States  Bank,  beg 
leave  to  make  their  final  report : 

At  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  theiewere  but  three  banks  in  all  the  States, 
with  a  capital,  in  all,  of  $4,550,000 :  the  Bank  of  North 
America,  in  Philadelphia,  witii  a  capital  of  $2,000,000, 
first  chartered  by  the  old  Congress  in  1781,  and  afterwards 
by  the  Legialatures  of  Pennsylvania  and  New  York ;  the 
Massachusetta  Bank,  at  Boston,  chartered  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Massachusette  in  1784,  with  a  capital  of  $1,600,000 ; 
and  the  Bank  of  New  York,  chartered  the  same  year,  with 
a  capital  of  $950,000.  This  constituted  the  whole  bank- 
ing capital  of  tiie  United  States  at  that  time.  The  framers 
of  the  constitution,  therefore,  had  but  littie  knowledge  of  a 
banking  system,  such  as  it  now  is  in  this  country.  It 
could  scarcely  be  expected  that  they  could  have  anticipated 
that,  within  half  a  century,  there  could  be  eight  hundred 
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and  twenty-three  banks,  widi  a  capital  of  #878,421,168. 
8ach  an  anticipation  would  have  required  a  revival  of  the 
spirit  of  prophecy.  They  had  experienced  the  fatal  effects 
of  the  provincial  paper  money,  and  the  no  less  pemieioas 
results  of  the  continental  paper,  and  provided,  as  they  sup- 
posed, in  the  constitution,  against  both :  against  the  for-* 
mer,  by  providing  in  the  10th  section  of  the  1st  article  that 
«<no  State  shall  emit  bills  of  credit,  make  any  thing  but 
gold  and  silver  coin  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts;"  against 
2ie  latter,  by  nowhere  giving  to  Congress  the  power  of 
creating  a  paper  circulation.  It  is  matter  of  history,  that 
the  old  Congress  of  1776  had  emitted  continental  paper  to 
carry  on  the  war,  by  a  majority  of  its  members,  until  the 
adoption  of  the  articles  of  confederation  in  1778,  in  which 
it  was  provided,  among  other  things,  that  Congress  should 
not  *<emit  bills,  nor  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the 
United  States,  ^.,  unless  nine  States  should  assent  to  the 
same.*'  It  is  very  probable  that  the  small  amount  of  bank 
issues  at  that  time  attracted  very  little  attention,  particu- 
larly as  specie  was  very  abundant  for  some  time  after  the 
revolutionary  struggle :  the  French  and  English  armies  at 
New  York  and  other  places,  the  foreign  loans,  and  the 
Havatia  trade,  having  mtroduced  great  quantities  of  the 
precious  metals  into  this  country.  With  the  provisions, 
therefore,  that  «  no  State  shouM  emit  Inlls  of  credit,  make 
any  thing  but  gold  and  silver  coin  a  tender  in  payment  of 
debts;*'  and  that  Congress  should  have  the  power  **to 
coin  money,  regulate  tht  value  thereof  9xA  of  foreign  coin, 
and  '&X  the  standard  of  weights  and  measures;**  and  the 
silent  negation  of  power  to  Congress  to  emit  bills  of  credit, 
the  framers  of  the  constitution,  no  doubt,  supposed  they 
had  thrown  an  ample  guard  around  the  currency  of  the 
country,  and  secured  the  poor  and  industrious  from  the 
pestilential  efiects  of  a  paper-money  system,  and  the  curses 
of  Uie  speculations  and  frauds  which  follow  it  Such  ap- 
pears to  have  been  the  sentiment  of  political  writers  erf  that 
day.  We  i^all  content  ourselves  here  with  one  quotation 
from  Mr.  Madison,  than  whom  no  one  was  better  qualified 
to  expound  the  intention  of  that  invaluable  instmment  In 
the  forty-fourth  number  of  the  Federalist,  speaking  of  the 
clause  of  the  constitution  providing  that  "  no  State  shall 
emit  bills  of  credit,''  &c.,  he  says: 

<*  The  extension  of  the  proposition  to  bills  of  credit  must 
give  pleasure  to  ev«iy  citixen,  in  proportion  to  his  love  of 
justice,  and  his  knowledge  of  the  true  springs  of  j^ublic 
prosperity.  The  loss  which  America  has  sustained  since 
the  peace,  from  the  pestilenttal  effects  of  paper  money  on 
the  necessary  confidence  between  man  and  man ;  on  the 
necessary  confidence  in  the  public  councils ;  on  the  indus- 
try and  morals  of  the  people ;  and  on  the  character  of  re- 
publican government,  constitutes  an  enormous  debt  against 
the  States  chargeable  with  tbds  unadvised  measure,  which 
must  long  remain  unsatisfied ;  or,  rather,  an  accumulation 
of  guilt  which  can  be  expiated  no  otherwise  than  by  a  vol- 
untary sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  justice  of  the  power  which 
has  roen  the  instrument  of  it.  In  addition  to  these  per- 
suasive considerations,  it  may  be  observed,  that  the  same  rea- 
sons which  show  the  necessity  of  denying  to  the  States  the 
power  of  reguhting  coin,  prove  with  equal  force  that  they 
ought  not  to  be  at  liberty  to  substitute  a  paper  medium  in 
the  place  6i  coin.  Had  every  State  a  right  to  regulate  the 
value  of  its  coin,  there  might  be  as  many  different  curren- 
cies as  States,  and  thus  the  intercourse  between  them  would 
be  impeded ;  retrospective  aitemtions  in  its  value  might  be 
made,  and  thus  the  citizens  of  other  States  be  injured,  and 
animosities  be  kindled  among  the  States  themselves.  The 
subjects  of  foreign  Powers  might  suffer  from  the  same 
course,  and  hence  the  Union  be  discredited  and  embroiled 
by  the  indiscretion  of  a  single  member.  No  one  of  these 
mischiefs  is  less  incident  to  a  power  in  the  States  to  emit 
paper  money  than  to  coin  gold  and  silver.  The  power  to 
mak«  any  tlung  bat  gold  a£d  silver  a  tender  in  payment  of 


debts,  is  withdrawn  from  the  States  mi  the  stme  prindpits 
with  that  of  issuing  a  paper  currency.** 

But  whatever  may  have  been  the  intention  of  oor  politi- 
cal patriarchs  in  framing  the  constitution,  or  their  dcep^elt 
regrets  in  seeing  what  they  supposed  its  spirit  depiitcd 
from,  in  the  multiplication  of  btoks,  and  the  unexpected 
deluge  of  nominal  paper  money;  a  paper  (jatem  hu It- 
come  too  firmly  settled  in  almost  aU  the  Stales  of  the  Vim 
to  have  the  most  remote  prospect  of  relief  from  it,  hot  ia  s 
radical  change  of  the  fundamental  instrumeiit  of  oompKt 
by  which  the  States  are  bound  together.    Howefer  udni 
they  may  have  been  in  their  efibrts  to  fix  the  impmeoc 
upon  their  posterity,  asid  those  who  came  to  sdminifltet  ik 
Government  after  them,  that  the  precious  metab  shosU 
constitute  the  only  constitutional  currency  of  this  higblj 
favored  countiy,  which  should  preserve  the  eousd  pfi&d- 
ples  of  equality  to  all  its  dtisens,  by  establishing  a  "hin^ 
money  Government ;"  yet,  through  a  variety  of  briilJ»i 
schemes  and  projects,  apparently  for  the  promotioD  of  it 
vorite  objects  of  improvement,  and  the  untiring  tctrritrol 
those  who  found  it  easier  to  live  upon  the  indoitry  of  othss 
than  to  labor  themselves,  we  have  found  a  psper  lyrtea 
grown  by  progrcosive  steps  to  its  present  enormous  ui 
appalling  extent  of  neatly  f400»00i>,000  of  benkiDg  caji- 
tal  authorixed  by  the  Legislatnree  of  the  sevcril  States.  Ii 
the  various  stages  of  its  progressive  inciesse,  ve  h&Te » 
casionally  heard  the  voice  of  some  disinteresled  and  pao- 
otic  statesman,  in  the  simple  eloquence  of  political  \iA 
exclaim  against  it  as  an  encroauDhment  upon  the  eqa! 
rights  of  man ;  as  rapidly  building  up  a  mushroom  m^ 
racy  in  the  country,  of  a  most  dangerous  and  deatnetn 
character^  and  bearing  down  the  most  dear  andncied]^ 
ciples  of  our  republican  fabric ;  but  it  has  as  often  ^ 
hushed  and  stiM  by  the  more  noisy  and  zesloiu  chiaoi 
of  interested  projectors  and  speculatoiB,  who  could  see  te 
own  immediate  and  pecuniary  interests  involved,  and  A^ 
ly  to  be  swept  away  by  the  destniction  of  their  ds/fiS 
monopolies.     The  paper  system,  through  the  instnoM^ 
aiity  of  soulless  and  irresponsible  corporationa,  notwil^ 
standing  repeated  fluctuations,  panics,  bankniptcia,  dj 
ruin,  clearly  traceable  to  it  as  the  prime  cauac,  has  <■ 
grown  up  and  extended,  until  we  find  it  whst  it  dov>^ 
What  the  States  were  bound,  or  rather  what  tb^  h^  ^ 
emnly  agreed,  not  to  do  directly,  has  been  done  ^^j] 
by  the  surrender  of  a  high  sovereign  power  to  ineorpont^ 
companies,  by  vesting  them  with  exclusive  privileges  ^ 
banking. 

The  system  of  banking  by  companies  incorporated  ^^ 
State  Legislatures,  as  they  now  exist  in  this  countrf  •  bka^ 
ed  as  it  has  become,  and  interwoven  vrith  all  the  bciD)^ 
and  transactions  of  society,  and  reaching  the  penoc<l ' 
terests  of  every  individual  in  community,  from  die  ho 
day-laborer  to  the  most  extensive  wholesale  mercbtf^ 
extremely  complicated  and  difficult  to  understand  io  ■>'' 
various  ramifications.  Its  intricacy  and  complexitrif 
as  to  call  in  requisition  the  closest  scrutiny  and  i&vt^ 
tion  of  the  skilful  political  economist  ;-«nd  its  gfli|^^ 
universal  operation  upon  all  branches  of  industry 
from  every  citiasen  who  regards  his  own  interests,  the  f<^^ 
ity  of  rights,  and  the  spirit  of  our  republican  in8tituii<»^ ' 
the  liberties  of  this  country,  his  undivided  sttrntKS' 
coolest  and  most  serious  reflection. 

Your  committee  do  not  profess  an  intimate  acquaio' 
vrith  all  the  minute  intricacies  of  the  banking  sjii^ 
the  complicated  machinery  of  corporate  privileges,  <* 
usurpations,  assumption,  and  arrogance,  the  cocrupc 
and  oppressions  of  incorporated  companies.  Tb^y  ^ 
pose,  however,  with  what  lights  they  poaseis,  and  vit^ 
much  reflection  as  they  have  been  aible  to  bestow  Qp^^f 
consistent  with  their  other  duties,  entering  briefly  u^^° 
consideration  of  the  subject  submittod  to  them  in  tlK  s^ 
inorialsi  under  the  f<^owing  heads  of  iaquiiy : 
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First  What  is  money,  its  use,  and  essential  proper^ 
ts? 

Second.   What  is  the  banking  system  as  it  now  exists 

I  the  several  States  of  this  Uman?   WuU  its  nature,  Ms- 

ry,  and  effects  upon  the  various  transactions  of  society  ? 

nUrd.   What  remedy  may  be  provided  against  its  evil 

msequences  ? 

As  prelifflinaiy  to  and  cbtely  connected  with  the  subject 
ore  immediately  submitted  in  the  memorials^  we  take  up 
e  first  inquiry  proposed,  viz : 
What  is  money,  its  use,  and  essential  properties  ? 
Money  is  the  standard  of  value  establisned  by  law ;  the 
gn  or  medium  of  price  by  which  labor  and  products  are 
timated,  products  and  commodities  exchanged,  and  con- 
lets  fulfilled.  It  is  an  essential  part  of  the  machinery  of 
rilized  society ;  without  which,  commodities  in  their  com- 
icated  varieties  oould  not  be  compared  with  each  other 
to  value.  Dr.  Adam  Smith,  in  his  Weal^  of  Nations, 
>1.  I,  book  1,  page  44,  says :  "In  all  oiviliied  nations, 
oDey  has  become  the  universal  instniment  of  commerce ; 
'  the  mtervention  of  which,  goods  of  all  kinds  are  bought 
id  sold,  or  exchanged  for  one  another."  Hume,  in  his 
MjsoB  Money,  vol.  1,  page  299,  (Edinburgh  edition,) 
ys :  «  Money  is  not,  properly  speaking,  one  of  the  sub^ 
cts  of  commerce,  but  only  the  instrument  which  men 
ne. agreed' upon  to  facilitate  the  exchange  of  one  com- 
odity  for  another.  It  is  not  one  of  the  wheels  of  trade : 
it  the  oil  which  renden  the  motion  of  the  wheels  more 
Booth  aud  easy." 

It  woold  be  a  tedious  labor,  and  answer  no  valuable  prac- 
»l  purpose,  to  inquire  into  the  origin  of  money,  or  what 
d  mankind  first  to  adopt  a  common  instrument  of  value ; 
id  perhaps  the.  remit  of  such  an  investigation  would  be 
^tremely  uncertain.  We  may  imagine  a  state  of  barba- 
BD,  and  probably  might  trace  it,  when  the  transactions 
men  were  so  rude  and  simple  as  to  be  purely  subjects  of 
it  occupancy  and  barter.  Such  an  inquiry  might  be  in- 
^tiog  to  the  curious,  and  arrest  the  attention  of  the 
ulosophic  antiquarian,  but  oould  serve  little  purpose  to 
e  practical  statesman  of  the  present  age  in  our  country. 
tut  difierent  oonomodities  have  been  employed  by  dif- 
«Rt  nations,  as  media  of  exchange,  at  difibrent  periods, 
)  have  from  authentic  history.  Oxen  were  used  among 
e  9*eekB ;  bulls  in  India ;  salt  in  Abyssinia ;  tobacco  in 
ifgiQia ;  sugar  in  some  of  the  West  India  islands ;  iron  in 
>ttta ;  and  copper  among  the  Romans.  Com,  leather, 
d  cocoa,  have  each,  in  their  turn,  served  as  the  selected 
DUDodity  to  determine  the  value  of  all  ofliers.  Silver  and 
1^  have  been  ad<qyted  by  most  dvilixed  commercial 
^8  as'  the  most  convenient  commodities  to  serve  as 
>ney,  or  the  measure  of  value.  They  were  first  used  in 
n  or  bullion,  and  required  weighing  or  assaying,  which 
^posed  an  inconvenience.  To  avoid  this,  and  to  ac- 
tnmodate  it  to  the  exchanges,  in  process  of  iroprove- 
iot,  civitiMd  Governments  directed  the  coinage  of  the 
^oQs  metals  by  dividing  them  into  convenient  fracti<m- 
parts  or  quantities,  and  stamping  it  in  such  a  manner 
to  denote  the  quantity  or  denomination  of  such  parts. 
itil  public  authority,  by  its  stamp,  confers  upon  the  pre- 
u«  metals  the  character  of  coin,  it  is  not  legal  money, 
"^ever  valuable  they  may  be  intrinsically  as  an  article  of 
rchandise.  Nor  can  public  authority  add  to  or  dimin- 
their  value ;  it  only  fits  them  better  as  a  medium  of  ex- 
^ge.  As  Mr.  OaniUe  says,  *'  the  monetary  law  is 
iply  declaratory  of  the  fact,"  (the  value.)  Silver  has 
^  more  generidly  adopted  as  money  than  gold,  owing  to 
'  too  great  scarcity  of  tne  latter  metal  to  aerve  the  purpose. 
*Id  was  not  used  but  as  an  article  of  merchandise  in  Eng- 
d,  until  1 728.  The  United  States  have  adopted  both  as 
ndaids  of  value. 

I*he  reasons  why  improved  and  civilized  Governments 
ve  adopted  g«>ld  and  stiver  ai  the  preferred  commodities. 


to  measure  the  value  of  all  others,  are  very  obvious.  They 
are  more  appropriate  and  suitable  than  any  other  articles. 
They  are  easily  divisible  into  small  fractions,  and  as  easily 
united  without  loss.  Their  quantity  is  the  least  susceptible 
of  increase  or  diminution,  and,  therefore,  the  least  liable  to 
fluctuation — a  most  important  property  for  money,  as  we 
shall  explain  more  fully  hereafter.  They  are  of  the  same 
quality  in  all  countries  and  under  all  circumstance^,  which 
is  not  the  case  with  any  other  metals.  Iron,  for  example, 
is  of  vary  dtflferent  qudity,  even  in  the  same  neighborhood ; 
and  copper  is  much  finer  and  heavier  in  aome  countries 
than  in  others.  They  are  both  fusible  and  malleable,  so 
as  to  be  capable  of  being  united  with  sufficient  convenience, 
and  receive  the  stamp  or  certificate  of  the  Government  de- 
signating the  weight  and  purity  of  the  particular  piece ; 
and,  at  Uie  aame  time,  sufficiently  hard  to  prevent  the  ob- 
literation of  the  sign  that  ia  stamped  upon  them,  though 
freely  circulated. 

The  material  of  which  money  ia  formed  must  possess 
intrinsic  value.  The  stamp,  or  certificate  that  such  a 
piece  contains  a  certain  quantity  of  that  material,  of  such  a 
quality,  ao  that  the  people  may  confide  in  it  without  the 
inconvenience  of  weighing  or  aasaying  it,  is  the  attribute 
of  sovereignty  alone.  It  is  most  appropriately  ao  when 
the  Government  is  republican,  framed  and  controlled  by 
the  people  themselvea,  and  those  who  adminiater  it  are 
immediately  responsible  to  them.  The  power  to  impress 
this  stamp,  or  certificate  of  quantity  or  quality  of  the  ma- 
terial, designating  its  value,  can  never  be  lodged  safely  any 
where,  so  as  to  secure  the  confidence  of  the  peoule  as  an 
instrument  of  value,  but  in  the  Government;  and  least  of 
all  can  it  be  safely  intrusted  to  corporationa  not  created 
by,  nor  under  the  control  of,  the  people,  and  whose  ofll\- 
oers  are  placed  under  no  responaibiUiy  to  the  people,  either 
morel,  political,  or  pecuniary.  Although  it  is  necessary 
tibat  Government  should  stamp  aome  device  upon  the  metal, 
in  order  to  designate  the  quantity  and  purity  of  the  coin, 
and  thus  fit  it  as  an  instrument  ojf  exchange,  no  abaolute 
value  is  thus  imparted  to  it.  That  it  possened  before,  else 
it  eouM  not  serve  as  a  measure  of  value.  Mr.  Raymond,  in 
his  Elements  of  Political  Economy,  volume  1 ,  page  234,  adds 
his  own  opinion  in  support  of  Mr.  Reed,  whom  he  quotes, 
thus :  **  Money  has  two  distinct  functions  to  perform;  the 
one  is  that  of  a  measure  of  value,  the  other  an  inatrament 
of  exchange.  Those  difierent  functions,  though  intimately 
and  inseparably  connected  and  blended  together  in  practice, 
are  perfectly  separate  and  distinct  in  their  own  nature ;  and 
the  qualities  likewise  requisite  in  the  material  substance  of 
which  money  is  composed,  necessary  to  fit  it  for  the  proper 
performance  of  each  of  those  functions,  are  distinct  and 
different. 

<<  To  be  capabte  of  performing  the  function  of  a  measure 
of  value,  monev  must  have  value  in  itself  and  inseparable 
from  it,  to  the  full  amount  of  that  for  which  it  passes  cur- 
rent To  be  adequate  to  oflUciale  as  an  inatrament  of  ex- 
change, it  ia  sufficient  that  it  be  the  representative  of  that 
which  has  value.  For  the  former  purpose,  gold  or  silver, 
or  some  substance  possessing  similar  qiAdities,  is  indispen- 
sable. For  the  latter,  paper,  or  any  article  conveniently 
portable,  on  which  can  be  marked  an  engagement  or  obli- 
gation, rendering  it  the  representative  of  that  which  has 
value,  may  be  si^Sdent.  But  peper  never  measures  value. 
It  acts  nmely  as  an  instrument  of  exchange.  It  is  merely 
the  representative  of  that  which  measurea.  Its  own  value 
must  be  measured  and  defined.  It  depends  for  the  defini- 
tion, or  measure  of  its  own  value,  totally  on  that  of  which 
it  is  no  more  than  the  representative  or  aign.  Nor  can  it 
be  dependent  upon,  when  separated  and  disconnected  from 
that  which  it  represents,  to  continue  the  same  for  the  short- 
est period. 

<<It  b  necessary,  therefore,  to  have  a  money  of  quite  a 
different  description  from  paper,  to  act  in  the  capacity  of  a 
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measure  of  value,  and  to  fix,  detennine,  and  define,  the 
value  of  paper,  and  every  other  money  which  circulates  at  a 
greater  value  than  it  is  intrinsically  worth. 

*<A  measure  having  neither  length,  nor  breadth,  nor 
thickness,  could  not  measure  those  qualities  of  matter.  A 
measure  having  no  wei^t  could  never  measure  the  weight 
of  bodies ;  neither  can  a  measure  having  no  value  measure 
their  value.  Money,  as  a  measure,  is  not  difieient  from 
measures  of  other  kinds.  A  measure  of  length  must  have 
length;  a  measure  of  weight  must  have  weight;  and  a 
measure  of  value  must  have  value. 

<*  If  it  be  necessary  to  define  and  fii  precisely  the  meas- 
ure of  length — as  an  inch,  a  foot,  a  yard ;  and  the  measure 
of  weight,  as  a  grain,  a  pennyweight,  an  ounce,  a  pound — 
so  it  is  equally  necessary  to  define  and  fix  precisely  the 
measure  of  value,  as  a  shilling,  a  guinea,  a  pound  sterling.'' 
Mr.  Raymond,  at  page  236  of  the  same  book,  proceeds : 
"  The  value  of  a  piece  of  coin  depends  on  the  quantity  of 
metal  it  contains,  and  not  on  the  device  with  which  it  is 
stamped."  Mr.  Gouge,  in  hts  excellent  treatise  on  the 
PrineipUi  of  the  Amenean  Banking  Si^stem,  at  page  9, 
holds  &e  same  sentiment :  "  The  precious  metals  do  not 
differ  essentially  from  other  items  of  wealth.  This  is  dis- 
tinctly seen  when  they  are  in  the  form  of  bullion.  Con- 
verting them  into  coin  does  not  change  their  nature.  It 
only  adapts  them  to  a  particular  use ;  fits  them  for  passing 
from  hand  to  hand,  without  the  trouble  of  weighing  or  as-> 
saying  each  piece  at  each  transfer.''  Again  he  says: 
"Some  fancy  that  it  is  the  authority  of  Government  that 
gives  money  its  value.  But  the  true  value  of  money,  as 
measured  by  the  amount  of  goods  for  which  it  will  honest- 
ly exchange,  cannot  be  affected  by  edicts  of  princes  or  acts 
of  Parliament.  Monarcha  and  ministers  may  alter  the 
weight  of  coins,  or  lessen  their  purity ;  but  they  cannot 
make  a  coin  containing  one  half  of  an  ounce  of  pure  silver 
worth  as  much  as  a  coin  containing  an  ounce.  The  stamp 
of  the  State  is  a  mere  certificate  of  the  weight  and  fineness 
of  the  piece." 

It  foUows  from  those  premisea,  that  money  being  neces- 
sarily a  measure  of  value,  as  well  as  an  instrument  of  ex- 
change, without  increasing  the  quantity  of  value,  its  real 
and  actual  quantity  cannot  be  increased.  It  is  true  that  it  may 
be  numerically  or  nominally  increased ;  the  volume  of  the 
circulating  medium  may  be  enlarged  by  adulteration  of  the 
metals  themselves,  or  the  emission  of  something  else  in 
their  place ;  yet  the  quantity  of  real  pure  money  remains  the 
same ;  and  just  as  much  as  it  has  increased  in  quantity  it 
has  diminished  in  quality,  and  will  measure  no  more  value 
than  it  did  before  the  infusion  of  alloy,  or  other  valueless 
matter,  into  its  mass. 

It  is  also  true  that  a  measure  of  value  is,  in  its  very  na- 
ture, somewhat  more  imperfeot  than  that  of  either  weight 
or  measure,  and  even  gold  and  silver  are  not  entirely  free 
from  this  imperfection ;  but  tlie  variations  to-  which  they 
are  subject  are  so  trifling  and  inconsiderable  as  not  to  be 
perceptible  in  the  practicid  aflairs  of  life ;  at  least,  they  are 
infinitely  the  nearest  perfection  of  any  commodity  that  has 
yet  been  discovered. 

Any  change  in  the  relative  proportion  between  money 
and  other  commodities,  by  an  artificial  increase  of  quantity 
without  an  increase  of  value,  will  necessarily  produce  a 
change  of  price.  If  the  quantity  of  money  be  nominally 
increased,  the  price  of  property  to  be  measured  by  it  rises ; 
the  depreciation  of  money  and  the  rise  of  price  being  pre- 
cisely the  same  thing.  If  the  value  of  what  is  called  a  dol- 
lar be  lessened  by  the  infusion  of  alloy,  or  the  enlargement 
of  the  mass  of  which  it  is  a  fractional  part,  it  will  require  a 
greater  number  of  dollars  to  measure  the  value  of  a  horse, 
or  other  commodity,  just  as  it  will  require  a  greater  number 
of  the  measure  of  length  called  a  foot,  when  shortened,  to 
measure  the  length  of  a  piece  of  cloth.  All  attempts,  there- 
fore, on  the  part  of  Government,  to  tamper  with  the  mon- 


etary system,  by  increasing  its  quantity  without  increaoDg 
(he  value,  are  not  only  useless,  but  unjust  and  pemidoof, 
and  have  always  been  found  so,  whenever  the  expenme&t 
has  been  tried. 

Mr.  Raymond  says,  at  page  237  of  the  volome  bdbre 
quoted,  <<  It  seems  to  have  been  a  prevailing  ojhdIod,  eves 
down  to  the  present  time,  that  the  quantity  of  moDcyoouki 
be  increased  by  various  expedients,  without  increasing  tlie 
actual  quantity  of  value.  Hence,  in  the  earlier  poiodicf 
civilization,  the  denomination  of  the  coin  was  frequeotlT 
changed,  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  qusntit;  and 
plentiness  of  money.  In  some  cases  the  cmn  hai  beoi 
adulterated  with  a  baser  metal,  while  its  nomiDal  valoe  vb 
retained,  for  the  same  purpose.  In  modem  timei,  a  nen 
refined  method  of  adulteration  and  deception  has  been  prac- 
tised, with  better  success  as  to  accomplishing  a  fraud  ca 
the  public,  but  with  no  better  success  as  to  incteaoDg  thi 
quantity  of  actual  value.  Instead  of  unng  a  baser  meui 
for  alloy,  and  incorporatingit  with  the  precious  meUlst? 
a  coinage,  a  quantity  of  paper,  purporting  to  be  mo&^t 
has  been  infused  into  the  volume  or  mass  of  circolitiog 
medium ;  and  in  that  way  the  nominal  quantitj  of  dmac? 
has  been  increased,  without  any  increase  of  the  quanuty  d 
value." 

When  $100,000  of  specie  or  cfMO  constitutes  the  drcii- 
lating  medium  of  a  community,  that  $100,000  measQie$ 
the  value  of  all  the  property  in  that  comsiunity.  If  ^ 
Legislature  then  resort  to  the  expedient  of  increaABgib 
quantity  of  the  circulating  medium,  by  directing  twiee  tbc 
quantity  of  alloy  to  be  mfosed  into  this  medhiiD,  and  ibe 
mixed  mass  to  be  coined  in  the  same  way,  skiU  calliiig  ^ 
so  many  dollars,  or  by  emitting  300,000  nominal  pap^ 
dollars,  to  pass  into  the  circulation  with  the  specie,  an 
obliging  the  citizens  to  take  it  in  all  eontrads  and  exchaiigQi 
three  dollars  then  will  measure  just  aa  much  property  a 
one  did  before  the  resort  to  this  unskilful  expedient;  t^ 
the  man  who  had  sold  his  land  or  other  property  for  ibe 
price  of  $100,  is  paid  in  the  depreciated  medium,  andcheil- 
ed  out  of  two  thirds  of  his  honest  debt.  On  the  other  hM 
the  man  who  buys  when  the  maas  of  circulation  is  that  e^ 
larged,  and  before  pay>day  the  Legislature  withdraw*  Vf 
alloy  or  abolishes  the  paper  dollarts,  pays  just  three  ^ 
as  much  as  he  had  agreed  to  pay. 

Your  committee  have,  perhaps,  been  somewhat  tedi* 
on  this  branch  of  the  subject  involved  in  the  inquiry  p^"- 
posed ;  yet,  as  they  have  reguded  the  first  and  (udAubp^ 
tal  distinction  in  the  properties  of  money,  between  ^• 
quantity  of  the  medium  aiid  the  quantity  <^  value,  of  gr^ 
importance-Hi  distinction  between  money  and  ita  *"PP''f 
representative,  oilen  very  imperfectly  understood,  hk  ^ 
confounding  or  overlooking  of  whidh  has,  perhapi)  P 
duced  more  mischiefs  upon  communities  ^an  sU  other  b* 
rors  in  political  economy  besides— they  have  thougbt  fi^ 
er  to  be  thus  minute  in  relation  to  it. 

It  is  bad  enough  when  Government  undertakea  dimtij. 
by  its  own  legislation,  to  destroy  the  distinction  \xi'^ 
money  and  ita  essential  properties  aa  a  measure  o^  ^  ^^ 
ue  of  other  commodities ;  still,  while  legislators,  ><°^ 
to  the  people,  choose  to  exercise  such  power,  their  prot***; 
ings  are  public,  and  must  be  known,  and  are  the  (object  ^ 
animadversion  and  discussion,  and  the  citisens  han  "GC* 
opportunity  of  anticipating  the  result,  and  preparing  i^ 
but  when  that  power  is  surrendered  to  corporations,  «bo^ 
proceedings  are  secret,  and  whose  officora  are  no  ^*' 
answerable  to  the  people,  it  becomes  infinitely  vasK  f' 
nidous  and  unjust.  .  ^^ 

This  leads  to  the  second  head  of  inquiry :  Whai  ui--. 
banking  system,  as  it  now  exists  in  the  several  Stei  r . 
this  Union  ?  What  its  nature,  history,  andefidi  ^r 
the  various  transactions  of  society  ? 

The  banking  system,  as  it  now  exists  in  this  couctiy.  •* 
a  machinery  of  no    ordinary  complexity  and  niagnitu* 


APPENDIX— r©  Galea  Sf  SeeUon's  Register. 


149 


Banking  Compcmies* 


[24th  Cove.  2d  8e»8. 


Few  sabjeets  are  leas  generally  understood ;  and,  at  the 
some  time,  few,  if  any,  in  the  scale  of  political  existence, 
affect  more  closely  the  interests  of  every  man  in  society. 

The  banking  business  in  America  is  performed  almost 
entirely  by  companies  incorporated  for  the  purpose  by  the 
Legislatures  of  the  several  States.  These  banking  com- 
panies are  not  merely  offices  of  loan  and  dtpositt  /  they 
are  also  offices  of  discount  and  banks  of  circulation,  or 
fnanufaeturen  of  paper  money;  that  is,  they  are  not 
meiely  authorized  to  loan  what  money  they  actually  have, 
at  the  legal  rate  of  interest,  and  to  undertake  the  safe  keep- 
ing of  money  for  a  reasonable  per  centage  for  their  risk  and . 
trouble,  but  they  are  also  authorized  to  discount  notes  of 
those  who  wish  to  borrow,  and  manufacture  paper  mon^ 
\o  the  amount  of  twice  or  thrice  the  amount  of  money  they 
really  possess.  They  are  permitted,  in  fact,  to  supply 
with  their  own  paper  the  circulating  medium  of  the  coun- 
try, and  to  drive  the  constitutional  currency  out  of  cir- 
culation; and  thus  swell  the  volume  of  nominal  money, 
and,  just  in  the  same  proportion  as  they  enlarge  the  mass^ 
dec^rease  the  value  of  iixe  whole. 

The  banking  institutions  of  this  country  are  thus  seen 
to  posaesD  a  combination  of  four  several  functions,  viz :  to 
loan  money*  to  receive  money  on   deposite,  to  discount 
notes  and  bills  of  exchange,  and    to  manufacture  paper 
money  for  circulation,  stamping  upon  it  the  signs  of  value 
corresponding  in  denomination  with  the  legal  coins  of  the 
country ;  and,  for  the  exercise  of  all  these  functions  com- 
bined, they  enjoy  exclusive  chartered  privileges,  without 
individual  responsibility.     As  a  loan  office,  or  a  depository, 
a  iMnk,  well  conducU^  upon  substantial  capital,  may  be 
not  only  harmless,  but  even  useful  and  convenient ;  and,  as 
an  office  of  discount  merely,  it  can  do  but  little  mischief. 
Many,  indeed,  have  confounded  the  function  of  a  loan  of- 
fice with  that  of  an  office  of  discount.    There  is  a  slight 
difference.     In  the  former    case,  the  bank    is  the  direct 
creditor ;  in  the  latter,  it  acts  rather  in  the  capacity  of  a 
collector.     A  merchant  who  holds  the  promissory  note  or 
bill  of  exchange  of  a  third  person,  payable  at  a  certain  day, 
throws  it  into  bank  for    collection,  endorses  it,  and  the 
bank  discounts  it,  according  to  the  time  the  note  or  bill 
has  to  run,  and  gives  the  merchant  the  amount,  deducting 
the  discount     In  this  case  it  performs  the  functions  of  an 
office  of  discount,  and  acts  as  a  collector.     If  a  merchant 
wishes  to  obtain  a  loan,  he  makes  his  own  note,  with  an 
endorser,  and  puts  it  into  bank,  and  the  bank  pays  him 
the  amount,  deducting  the  discount.     The  bank  then  be- 
comes the  direct  creditor,  and  in  this  case  acts  as  a  loan 
office.     In  the  exercise  of  neither  of  those  three  functions 
do  the  banking  institulions  affect  materially  the  transac- 
tions of  the  society,  or  operate  to  the  prejudice  of  others.* 
It  is  mainly  in  the  capaaty  of  paper-money  manufacturers, 
combined  with  their  functions  of  loan  offices,  with  incor- 
porated privileges,  that  they  will  be  hereafter  considered 
and  treated. 

As  the  object  of  the  inquiry  here  is  intended  more  to  be 
addressed  to  those  who  are  not  intimately  acquainted  with 
the  affairs  of  banking  than  for  those  who  are  well  versed 
in  all  its  details,  in  order  to  simplify  the  nature  of  such  in- 
stitutions, we  will  represent  the  principle  on  a  small  scale, 
and  separated  from  tke  great  variety  of  combined  circum- 
stances with  which  they  are  now  surrounded,  which  con- 
ceal their  effects.  Suppose  that  a  certain  community  con- 
tains a  population  of  one  hundred  citizens,  each  producing 
his  equal  share  of  wealth  and  property  by  his  industry, 
and  each  enjoying  the  benefits  of  what  he  produces,  and 
no  more ;  and  there  are  no  artificial  laws  or  regulations  by 

*  Most  if  not  all  banking  institutions  in  Europe,  ex- 
cepting in  Great  Britain,  are  merely  loan  offices,  and  offi- 
ces of  discount  and  deposite ;  such  as  Hamburg,  Amster- 
dam, &c. 


which  one  citizen  is  enabled  to  acquire,  or  have  transferred 
to  him,  the  property  or  acquisition  of  another,  without  an 
equivalent  in  what  he  had  produced  himself.  Suppose 
there  is  in  this  little  community  a  capital  of  real  money  of 
ten  thousand  dollars,  which  measures  all  the  property  with- 
in it,  and  serves  as  the  common  medium  of  exchange  in 
the  transfer  and  exchange  of  commodities,  the  payment  of 
labor,  dec. ;  and  that  its  circulation  is  limited,  as  the  busi- 
ness is  within  the  community  itself;  no  increase  of  the 
quantity  of  this  circulating  medium  takes  place  without  a 
corresponding  change  in  the  quantity  of  value ;  consequent- 
ly, prices  will  be  uniform,  and  always  the  same.  In  this 
state  of  society,  every  one  acquires  just  in  proportion  to 
his  industry  and  economy,  whether  &rmer,  mechanic, 
laborer,  or  whatever  his  profession  may  be ;  all  is  happi- 
ness and  tranquillity ;  no  extravagant  or  wild  schemes  are 
projected  of  making  a  splendid  fortune  in  a  short  time, 
without  labor  or  substantial  enterprise ;  and  every  one 
knows  what  price  he  is  to  receive  for  what  he  has  or  what 
he  does,  and  can  calculate  accordingly  in  confidence. 
But  a  few  of  those  individuals — we  will  suppose  ten — 
conceive  the  project  of  establishing  a  bank  of  circulation, 
urging,  as  an  argrument,  that  it  would  make  money  plen- 
tier,  afford  great  facilities  to  trade  and  business,  furnish  a 
cheaper  money,  and  more  convenient,  portable,  &c.,  and 
such  other  arguments  as  we  have  often  heard  in  favor  of 
those  institutions.  They  apply  to  their  Legislature,  and 
obtain  a  charter  for  a  bank  with  a  capital  of  ten  thousand 
dollars,  with  the  privilege  of  issuing  notes  for  circulation 
to  the  amount  of  twice  their  capital ;  and  all  the  rest  of  the 
individuals  who  do  not  become  stockhoklers  are  prohibited, 
under  penalties,  from  issuing  their  own  paper.  These 
ten  subscribe  the  stock,  and  pay  in  the  instalment  re- 
quired, say  one  hundred  dollars  each;  they  elect  their  offi- 
cers ;  and  the  machine,  thus  fitted  up,  is  ready  to  com- 
mence operations.  Five  of  the  stockholders  themselves 
put  in  their  notes  to  the  bank  for  two  thousand  dollars 
each,  making  ten  thousand  dollars ;  and,  aware  of  the 
effect  they  are  about  to  produce  throughout  the  society 
upon  prices,  go  into  the  country  and  purchase  up  all  the 
produce  that  is  to  spare  at  the  then  and  heretofore  steady 
and  uniform  prices ;  say  wheat,  at  one  dollar  per  bushel, 
paying  for  it  in  the  notes  of  the  new  bank.  In  a  very 
short  time,  it  is  seen  and  felt  that  money  is  becoming 
plenty  ;  business  becomes  brisk  and  lively,  and  a  new  as- 
pect is  presented.  Others  begin  to  lay  plans  of  specula- 
tion ;  and,  fur  tlie  purpose  of  carrying  them  out, 
go  to  the  bank  to  borrow.  Forty  of  the  remaining 
individuals  put  in  their  notes  for  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  each,  (ten  thousand  dollars,)  which  are  shaved 
by  the  bank  at  the  rate  of  bank  interest,  six  dollars  and 
forty  cents  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  receive  the  notes  of 
the  bank,  paying  no  interest  for  circulation.  Some  go  into 
speculation,  and  others  to  building  houses  or  making  other 
improvements;  and  each,  feeling  that  he  had  obtained  this 
money  with  so  much  more  ease,  by  simply  throwing  a 
note  into  bank,  and  calculating  that  money,  as  they  call 
it,  was  going  to  be  still  plentier  than  it  had  been ;  that  the 
same  bank  which  had  made  it  so  much  plentier  now  could 
just  as  easily  make  it  still  more  so ;  and  its  directors  were 
very  excellent  men,  and  would  certainly  direct  its  energies 
for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  regard  it  very  differently  than 
they  did  when  obtaining  it  only  as  they  earned  it;  spend 
it  more  freely,  and  indulge  in  the  purchase  of  articles  they 
would  not  have  purchased  before,  and  venture  to  make  im- 
provements they  did  not  before.  Bvcry  thing  assumes  a 
new  appearance ;  every  description  of  business  is  active ; 
prosperity  seems  to  glisten  in  every  sunbeam ;  every  body 
praises  the  bank,  and  its  projectors  and  managers  are  bless- 
ed as  the  greatest  and  wisest  men  of  vhe  age ;  the  president, 
or  the  man  who  can  be  traced  as  the  first  inventor  of  this 
happy  scheme  of  making  money  plenty  out  of  paper,  is 
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treafced  to  dinners,  presented  with  the  richest  ofierings  that 
can  be  bestowed  upon  him,  and  he  is  looked  up  to  with  as 
much  reverence  as  the  feudal  lords  were  formerly  by  their 
I  enslaved  vassals.  A  feverish  excitement  seizes  upon  the 
whole  community ;  a  spirit  of  speculation  is  engendered  ; 
and  many  look  upon  the  industrious  pursuit  of  any  me- 
chanical business  as  too  dull  and  slow  to  occupy  their  time 
and  attention.  It  is  time  now,  however,  to  trace  the  ac* 
tion  of  the  stockholders  who  have  purchased  up  the  pro* 
ducts.  In  the  course  of  a  short  time  after  they  are  through 
with  their  purchases,  the  products  must  be  in  demand, 
there  being  none  to  be  bought ;  and,  as  the  volume  of  cir- 
culating medium  has  increased  from  ten  to  thirty  thousand 
dollars,  by  the  infusion  of  twenty  thousand  doUars  of  the 
issues  of  the  bank,  and  no  increase  of  the  quanti^  of  val- 
ue, as  certainly  as  water  will  flow  down  hill,  or  as  any 
cause  will  produce  its  plainest  and  most  obvious  efiect, 
(the  money  having  depreciated  in  real  value,  though  nom- 
inally the  same,)  property  must  appreciate  or  rise  in  price, 
compared  with  that  money.  At  this  stage  they  sell,  which 
they  are  enabled  to  do  at  two  or  three  dollars,  what  they 
purchased  at  one  dollar,  until  they  have  disposed  of  all  on 
hand,  having  made  a  splendid  profit  by  the  operation ;  and 
whatever  they  have  cleared  in  profit,  the  loss  to  the  same 
amount  is  a  tax  upon  the  rest  of  the  society.  Thev  are 
now  ready  to  commence  the  operation  of  ** caniraction,** 
The  borrowers  are  called  upon  for  a  per  ccntage,  perhaps 
twenty-five  per  cent,  at  every  sixty  days;  and,  as. the  cir- 
culation is  decreased  at  every  payment,  being  withdrawn 
for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  bank,  every  instalment  be- 
comes the  more  difficult  to  obtain.  If  only  one  borrow- 
er were  called  upon,  it  would  not  make  any  material  differ- 
ence, as  his  payments  would  have  but  little  effect  upon  the 
general  mass  of  circulation ;  but  as  all  are  called  upon  at 
the  same  time,  the  volume  of  circulating  medium  is  rapid- 
ly decreasing,  money  becoming  more  scarce,  and  the 
means  of  obtaining  it  lessening.  A  great  change  takes 
place  in  the  appearance  and  prospects  of  this  little  commu- 
nity ;  a  general  gloom  has  spread  over  the  whole  face  of 
the  country.  Those  who  have  borrowed  direct  all  their 
energies  in  seeking  for  means  to  make  payment ;  those 
who  have  kept  their  money  during  the  season  of  apparent 
prosperity  now  hold  it  more  closely,  expecting  to  wring 
the  most  they  can  from  th*-ir  more  improvident  though 
perhaps  not  loss  worthy  and  industrious  neighbors.  In- 
stead of  being  engaged  in  producing  something  by  useful 
employment,  many  feel  obliged  to  spend  their  time  in 
seeking  to  relieve  themselves  from  threatening  distress. 
The  president  and  oflScers  of  the  bank  appear  now  in  a 
very  different  character  than  before,  in  the  prosperous  sea- 
son. Instead  of  the  great  bestowers  of  smiles  and  favors, 
they  are  now  looked  upon  as  having  the  power  to  admin- 
ister destruction,  and  they  are  cringed  .to  for  mercy. 
*Some  foreign  war,  or  other  distant  calamity,  is  sagely  as- 
signed as  the  direful  cause,  in  order  to  appease  the  minds 
«  of  the  people,  and  divert  them  from  the  inquiry  into  the 
real  cause  of  this  unsuspected  course.  In  the  general  con- 
fusion and  distress,  reaching  even  those  who  had  nothing 
to  do  in  producing  it,  some  are  insolvent,  and  others  real- 
ize out  of  their  losses  a  handsome  profit.  Those  who 
have  thus  transferred  to  them  the  products  of  the  labors  of 
others  indulge  in  extravagance,  luxury,  and  idleness; 
and  those  who  have  lost  their  property  by  its  sacrifice 
probably  seek  relief  from  the  sting  of  their  misfortunes  in 
the  indulgence  of  other  vices,  and  society  thus  loses  the 
benefit  of  the  industry  of  both  classes.  If  the  forty  bor- 
rowers and  the  ten  stockholders  be  thus  withdrawn  from 
useful  industry  and  productive  employment,  one  half  of  the 
society  have  the  other  half  thrown  upon  their  support, 
either  as  lords  and  noblemen,  or  as  paupers  and  convicts. 
This  shaving  operation  may  require  a  year  for  its  perform- 
ance. At  the  end  of  that  time,  when  the  managers  and  fa- 


vorites of  the  bank  have  so  contrived  to  have  half  tbe  prop- 
erty of  the  rest  ef  the  community  transferred  to  them,  h 
becomes  a  matter  of  inquiry  whether  it  be  most  to  their  in- 
terest to  commence  another  operation  by  "expanding" 
again,  or  to  stop  payment  and  blow  up,  leaving  their  cred- 
itors to  seek  their  remedy  out  of  an  empty  corporation.   If 
they  commence  business  again,  new  lire  is  infiued  into  the 
community;  business  again  becomes  brisk,  in  the  sune 
way,  until  the  proper  time  for  any  other  euitailmeat  ir- 
rives,  when  the  same  scenes  of  distress  and  panic,  acrifice 
of  property,  and  ruin,  are  acted  over  again.    Thui,  hj  tl- 
temate  contractions  and  expansions  which  this  bsnk  is  «i« 
abled  to  make,  and  from  which  its  officers  and  stodihoUen 
derive  their  profits,  this  little  community  is  kept  in  a  t«h , 
tinual  fever,  first  of  speculation,  then  the  dnbioos  lod 
restless  state  between  hope  and  despair,  and,  fisallj,  the 
ruin  of  many ;  «nd  the  few  who  manage  its  concents  m 
daily  growing  rich,  and  become  the  lords  and  disposen  of 
the  property  of  others,  while  their  more  industriotis  neigh- 
bors are  their  slaves.     This  epitome  may  be  somewhat 
overdrawn  in  its  details ;  but  let  him  who  doubts  the  troth 
of  the  representation,  in  the  general  outlines,  as  eoatain- 
ing  a  fair  picture  of  our  banking  systems,  read  the  bi^ 
of  this  country  during  the  years  1818,  1819,  and  1820. 
Let  him  trace  the  wild  schemes  of  speculation  and  extnT. 
agance  which  prevailed  for  the  few  years  previons,  iom^- 
diately  on  the  heels  of  the  litters  of  banks  chartered  by  (he 
Middle  States  from  1814  till  1817,  the  charter  of  the 
United  States  Bank  in  1816,  and  the  extension  of  tbe 
same  mania  for  bank  fadhties  that  extended  shoith  if* 
terwards  to  the  West;  let  him   look  at  the  scenes  of 
distress,  failures,  bankruptcies,  which  followed  in  1819 
and  1830 ;  the  stop  laws,  stay  laws,  replevin  laws,  iind  t 
host  of  legislative  expedients  to  which  the  Legiiilaturn 
were  driven  to  save  the  people  from  absolute  and  immedi- 
ate ruin,  while  bank  directors  and  stockholdep  were  riot- 
ing in  luxury  and  rolling  in  wealth,  and  the  laboring  cia^ 
es  driven  to  poor-houses,  or  sentenced  to  penitentiaries; 
the  similar  scenes  that  were  acted  over  again  in  183<>,  vA 
again  in  ]833-''34,  when  the  United  States  Bank  songhtto 
obtain  a  continuance  of  its  lordly  power  through  the  rains 
of  the  people,  and  curtailed  its  discounts  at  the  rale  of 
$2,000,000  per  month  for  that  purpose;  then  say  if  (he 
representation  is  much  overdrawn. 

The  objections  to  the  banking  institutions  of  the  VM 
States  arise  chiefly  from  their  being  corporations  without  in- 
dividual responsibility,  and  their  being  clothed  with  the 
power  of  making  a  paper  money  circulaling  medinm— >& 
other  words,  of  controlling  and  regulating  the  currency- 
Corporations  of  any  sort  are  opposed  to  the  gcneml  ii^ 
erties  and  equal  rights  of  the  citizens.  They  are  protected 
generally,  by  express  prohibitions  to  individuals  engagio?'" 
the  same  objects  for  which  they  are  created.  In  England  (her 
are  regarded  as  favorable  to  liberty,  because  their  cbartets 
are  so  much  power  withdrawn  from  the  sovereignty,  which, 
according  to  the  theory  of  that  Government,  is  seated  in 
the  Crown.  In  this  country,  whose  theoiy  places  the  set- 
ereign  power  in  the  people,  they  are  luifavorable  to  libf  rtJ' 
for  Uie  same  reason  that  they  withdraw  a  portion  of  ^ 
sovereign  power  from  the  people.  They  are  only  liable  in 
their  corporate  capacity,  being  subject  to  nothing  bet  a  cor- 
porate responsibilitv,  which  may  very  often  be  no  responsh 
bility  at  all.  What  is  still  worse,  however,  there  ia  iittk 
or  no  moral  responsibility,  particularly  where  there  is « 
powerful  motive  of  interest  involved.  It  is  well  kno« 
that  men  will  do  many  things,  when  associated  in  a  cor- 
poration, at  which  they  woukl  aihudder  even  to  think  of  s^ 
individuals ;  and  no  description  of  corporations  has  been  so 
conspicuous  for  the  manifestation  of  moral  defections  &$ 
banking  comimnies.  The  whole  history  of  corporation* » 
full  of  examples,  proving  triumphantly  the  truth  of  th^s 
position.     We  select  one,  as  given  by  Mr.  Goug^  «tiact- 
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ed  from  a  report  omde  to  the  Senite  of  the  State  of  Masaa- 
chuaefta,  in  Januaiy,  1830,  as  follows:      "The  Sutton 
Bank  waa  ineorporated  the  1 1th  March,  1838.     The  act 
of  ineorporation  provides  *  that  the  capital  stock  of  said  cor- 
poration shall  consist  of  one  hundred  thousand  doUars  in 
gold  and  silver,  to  be  divided  into  shares  of  one  hundred 
dollars  each,  which  shall  be  paid  in  the  manner  following, 
viz :  one  half  part  thereof  on  or  before  the  Ist  day  of  Octo- 
ber [theo]  next,  and  the  remaining  part  thereof  on  or  be- 
fore the  1st  day  of  March,  in  thfi  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-nine.'     And  it  ftiither 
provides  that  no  moneys  shall  be  loaned  or  discounts 
made,  nor  shall  any  billB  or  promissory  notes  be  made  or 
issned  from  the  said  bank,  until  the  capital  subacribed  and 
actually  paid  in,  and  existing  in  gold  and  silver  in  said 
vaults,  shall  amount  to  fifty  thousand  doUara ;  nor  until 
the  said  capital  stock  actually  in  said  vaults  ahali  have 
been  inspected  and  examined  by  three  commissioners,  to 
be  appointed  by  the  Governor  for  that  purpose,  whose  duty 
it  shall  be,  at  the  expense  of  the  said  corporation,  to  ex- 
amine the  money  actually  existing  in  said  vaults ;  and  to 
ascertain,  by  the  oatha  of  the  directors  of  the  said  bank,  or 
a  majori^  of  them,  that  the  said  capital  stock  hath  been 
bona  fide  paid  in  by  the  stockholders  of  said  bank,  and  to- 
wards the  payment  of  their  respective  shares,  and  not  in- 
tended for  any  other  purpose ;  and  that  it  is  intended  there 
to  remain  as  a  part  of  said  capital. 

<«  On  the  26th  day  of  September,  1828,  the  Governor, 
in  complianee  with  an  application  for  that  purpose,  made 
by  a  committee  of  the  subscribers  for  stock  in  said  Sutton 
Bank,  appointed  commissioners  to  examine  the  moneys  ac- 
tually existing  in  the  vaults  of  said  bank,^a8  is  provided  in 
the  second  section  of  their  act  of  incorporation.     On  the 
27th  day  of  September,  1828,  the  Sutton  Bank  borrowed, 
on  a  deposite  of  fiAy-one  thousand  dollars  in  the  bills  of 
the  City  Bank,  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  in  q)ecie 
for  one  day  only.     This  same  specie  waa  examined  by  the 
commissioners,  and  the  following  certificates  made  out,  viz : 
"  <  We,  the  subscribers,  commissioners  appointed  for  that 
purpose,  have  this  day  been  shown,  and  have  examined, 
fifty  thousand  dollara  in  specie  in  the  vaulta  of  the  Sutton 
Bank,  which  was  paid  in  by  the  stockholders  at  their  first 
instalment,  agreeably  to  their  act  of  incorporation,  passed 
the  11th  day  of  March,  1828. 

JONATHAN  LELAND. 

AMA8A  ROBERTS. 

SAMUEL  WOOD. 
Sbftxhbeb,  27,  1828.' 

"  •BosTojr,  September  21, 1828. 

<*  'Xlien  personally  appeared  Hezeklah  Howe,  Jonas  L. 
Sibby,  Joshua  W.  Leiand,  and  Thomas  Harbacb,  being  a 
majority  of  directors  of  Sutton  Bank,  and  made  oath  that 
fifty  thousand  dollars  in  specie,  by  them  shown  in  their 
vaolta,  was  the  first  instalment  paid  by  the  stockholders 
of  their  bank  towards  the  payment  of  their  respective  shares, 
and  not  for  any  other  purpose,  and  that  it  is  intended  there- 
in to  remain  apart  of  said  capital. 

Before  me,  ELIPHaLET  WILLIAMS,  J.  P.' 

**  The  bilU  and  apeeie  were  then  re-exehanged,  tkia 
takoie  bimnes$  aceomplisked  within  an  hour,  ana  all  of  it 
done  within  the  walle  of  the  City  Bank  in  the  city  of 
Boston,** 

We  hnve  no  doubt  those  were  all  men  who  claimed  a  fair 
standing  inaodety,  and  any  one  of  whom  would  have  trem- 
bled to  commit  so  shameful  an  act  in  their  individual  capacity, 
and  without  the  shield  of  corporate  investiture.  What  would 
produce  a  horrible  compunction  and  terror  on  the  mind  of 
otiB  man  sits  easy  when  it  is  divided  among  all  the  mem- 
bers of  a  corporation ;  but,  becoming  familiar  to  corruption 
in  a  corporate  capacity,  men  may,  and  very  probably  do, 


I  sin  more  easily  in  their  individual  character.  How  many 
instances  have  come  within  our  knowledge  of  mobs,  upon 
the  fiulure  of  a  bank,  v^ose  officers  were  the  occupants 
of  spacious  houses,  living  in  the  height  of  splendor  and 
luxury,  while  their  creditors  were  beggared  for  the  want  of 
their  honest  dues,  in  which  it  was  difficult  to  determine 
which  to  condemn  most — the  charter-protected  villany  of 
the  one,  or  the  misdirected  violence  of  the  other !  Scenes 
of  that  kind  have  been  very  frequent,  and  furnish  strong 
evidence  of  the  corrupting  and  pernicious  tendency  of  money 
corporations.  Incorporated  companies  will  set  up  claims 
of  which  most  individuals  would  be  ashamed,  and  often, 
through  the  influence  they  can  bring  to  their  aid,  bear  down 
the  rights  of  an  honest  individual  who  cannot  compete 
with  them  for  power.  They  often  set  themselves  boldly  in 
array  against  the  Government  which  gave  them  birth,  and 
aometimes  have  gone  so  &r  as  even  to  claim  their  privileges 
as  vested  rights,  that  the  power  which  gave  them  could  not 
take  away.  The  only  sort  of  justification  for  the  creation 
of  such  institutions  is  the  accomplishment  of  some  great 
purpose  of  general  utility,  beyond  the  reach  of  individual 
means  and  enterprise.  Lord  Coke  sayH,  **  the  granting  of 
exclusive  privileges  cannot  be  justified,  except  on  a  case 
being  made  out  of  urgenM  neeestita*  et  evident  utiiitaa,** 
A  corporation  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  bridge,  a  turn- 
pike, a  railroad,  or  a  canal,  which  may  produce  a  work 
highly  beneficial  to  the  public,  may  be  regarded  of  that 
description ;  and  it  is  only  on  the  principle  of  necessity, 
being  beyond  the  power  of  individual  enterprise,  and  not 
furnishing  sufficient  interest  for  the  investment  of  private 
capital,  and  the  benefits  they  confer  on  the  community  at 
large,  that  they  can  be  justified.  But  what  justification 
can  be  found  for  the  incorporation  of  banking  companies 
in  necessity  arising  from  the  object  being  beyond  the  ac- 
complishment of  individual  means  1  What  is  more  simple 
and  easy  than  the  loaning  of  money  1  Ton  men,  each 
owning  #1,000,  can  as  easily  loan  it  as  ten  men  united 
in  a  oorpomtion  owning  $10,000  can  loan  that  sum.  In 
the  loan  of  money  there  is  no  great  undivided  purpose  to 
be  accomplished,  as  in  the  construction  of  a  bridge  or  a 
canal ;  nor  is  there  the  production  of  any  thing  hy  labor. 
It  is  a  single,  plain,  simple  operation,  which  can  be  ex- 
tended by  every  single  capitalist  just  to  the  amount  of 
money  he  has  to  spare ;  and  neither  necessity  nor  public 
policy  requires  the  incorporation  of  a  company  for  the 
purpose. 

Banking  incorporations,  therefore,  not  effecting  any 
great  public  purpose,  which  may  not  be  accomplished  by 
individual  energy,  are  inimical  to  the  principles  of  republi- 
can government ;  but,  further,  as  manufacturers  of  paper 
money,  authorised  to  denominate  as  worth  so  much,  and 
representing  so  much  value,  that  which  intrinsically  is 
worth  nothing,  they  invade  one  of  the  high  and  rooBt  im- 
portant prerogatives  of  sovereignty,  which,  as  we  have  al- 
ready seen,  cannot  be  exercised,  even  by  the  supreme  power 
of  any  Government,  without  inflicting  a  deep  injury  upon 
its  citizens,  and  perpetrating  great  injustice.  If  the  Gov- 
ernment itself,  administered  by  those  who  are  immediately 
responsible  to  the  people,  whose  interests  are  identified 
with  the  people,  cannot  exert  the  power  of  increasing  and 
decreasing  the  quantity  of  the  circulating  medium,  thus  de- 
preciating its  value,  vrithout  inflicting  mischief  upon  the 
community,  how  incomparably  more  mischievous  and  de- 
structive to  the  principles  of  justice  and  equality  of  rights ! 
what  madness !  to  surrender  this  power  into  the  hands  of 
corporationa,  whose  interests  are  directly  at  war  with  those 
of  the  rest  of  the  citizens !  It  is  the  advantage  of  stock- 
holders in  those  institutions  to  obtain  twice,  thrice,  or 
quadruple  interest  on  their  capital,  whether  real  or  ficti- 
tious. Is  it  not  opposed  to  the  interest  of  the  community  to 
pay  it  1  Are  not  their  interests  then  set  in  direct  conflict? 
An  individual  who  owns  money  can  only  obtain  interest. 
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generally  mx  per  cent.,  on  what  he  actaally  has.  Banki, 
however,  are  enabled  to  obtain  usurious  interest  on  their 
actual  capital,  whether  it  consists  of  specie,  the  notes  of 
other  banks— two  or  three  dollars  of  which  are  really  worth 
but  one  in  specie-^or  the  stock  notes  of  subscribers,  which 
are  worth  nothing  at  all.  A  bank  with  a  capital  of  $  1 00, 000 
is  authorized  to  issue  its  notes  to  twice  the  amount  of  its 
capital.  It  issues  its  notes  to  the  amount  of  $200,000,  and 
receives  interest,  or  rather  discount,  on  that  sum.  Its  cap- 
ital and  credit,  or  faith,  that  it  can  redeem  and  pay  two 
dollars  with  one,  are  thus  combined  together  in  a  tangible 
form  in  the  shape  of  bank  notes,  and  it  receives  at  the  rate 
of  6  4-10  per  cent  on  the  whole.  Now,  what  is  the  dif- 
ference between  receiving  $12  80  per  hundred,  or  calling 
one  hundred  dollars  two — one  capital,  the  other  faith — and 
receiving  $6  40  on  each  1  The  usury  on  the  part  of  the 
bank  is  the  same  in  both  cases.  It  is  true  there  is  this  dif- 
ference in  the  operation :  in  paying  double  interest  on  the 
real  sum,  the  borrower  pays  the  whole  of  it ;  in  the  other 
case,  calling  it  $200,  although  it  really  represents  but  one, 
it  falls  upon  the  whole  community,  and  operates  as  a  tax 
upon  all ;  and  is,  therefore,  not  only  usurious  but  unjust, 
affecting  those  who  have'no  participation  in  the  transac- 
tion. 

The  banks  take  the  promissory  notes  of  individuals  at 
$6  40  per  hundred  per  annum  interest,  paid  in  advance, 
and  give  their  own  promissory  notes  in  exchange,  each 
hundred  of  which  only  represents  fifty  dollars  of  their  own 
capital,  the  other  fifty  being  credit,  without  interest;  in 
effect  receiving  interest  on  the  debts  which  they  owe.  Mr. 
Jefferson,  in  a  letter  to  John  N.  Eppes,  in  1813,  says: 
'*At  the  time  we  were  funding  our  national  debt,  we  heard 
much  about,  *  a  public  debt  being  a  public  blessing  ;*  that 
the  stock  representing  it  was  a  creation  of  active  capital  for 
the  aliment  of  commerce,  manufactures,  and  agriculture. 
This  paradox  was  well  adapted  to  the  minds  of  believers 
in  dreams,  and  the  gulls  of  that  age  entered  hcnafide  into 
it.  Put  the  art  and  mystery  of  banks  is  a  wonderful  im- 
provement en  that.  It  is  established  on  the  principle  that 
<  private  debts  are  a  public  blessing.'  •  •  •  And  to 
fill  up  the  measure  of  blessing,  instead  of  paying,  they  re- 
ceive an  interest  on  what  they  owe  from  Uiose  to  whom 
they  owe;  for  all  the  notes  or  evidences  of  what  they  owe, 
which  we  see  in  circulation,  have  been  lent  to  somebody 
on  an  interest,  which  is  levied  again  on  us  through  the 
medium  of  commerce." 

The  tax  levied  upon  the  people  for  the  support  of  banks, 
by  their  privilege  of  taking  bank  interest  on  twice  or  three 
times  the  amount  of  capital  they  have,  is  very  clearly  and 
handsomely  exemplified  by  Mr.  Gouge,  in  his  valuable 
Treatise  on  the  American  Banking  System,  at  page  24, 
pamphlet  edition.  He  says,  «the  thirty-one  chartered 
banks  of  Pennsylvania  had,  in  1829,  according  to  the 
statement  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  a  nominal  capital  of  $12,032,000. 
$1,310,000  of  this  amount  were  invested  in  real  estate, 
and  $4,620,000  in  stocks  of  various  descriptions,  leaving 
the  banks  $6,102,000  to  employ  in  discounting  notes. 
From  the  $5,930,000  invested  in  stocks  and  real  estate,  it 
is  to  be  presumed  they  derive  as  much  advantage  as  private 
persons  derive  from  similar  investments.  With  the  re- 
maining $6, 102,000  they  discount  notes  to  the  amount  of 
$17,526,000.  On  this  amount  they  draw  interest  at  6 
4-10  per  cent. ;  for  the  usage  of  the  banks  is  to  charge 
sixty-foQr  days'  interest  for  sixty-three  days,  and  to  take 
the  interest  in  advance. 

"The  revenue  which  private  capitalists  would  derive 
from  lending  $6,102,000,  at  the  legal  rate  of  6  per  cent., 
would  be  $366,120  per  annum.  The  revenue  which  the 
banks  derive  from  the  management  of  this  amount  is 
$1, 121,664.  If  the  banks  cannot,  by  the  use  of  a  nomi- 
nal capital  of  $6,102,000,  draw  interest  from  the  people 
on  the  sum  of  $17,626,000,  their  returns  to  the  Legisla- 


ture are  deceptive.  If  they  actually  draw  i&terat  on  tbii 
amount,  they  draw  from  the  people  $756,544  per  ib&vd 
more  than  would  be  drawn  by  private  peitons  lending  Asm 
fide  capital  of  the  same  amount  as  the  nonuBal  c&pHilof 
the  banks. 

"  Supposing  the  sums  paid  in  each  year,  unee  die  pv- 
sage  of  the  bank  act  in  1814,  to  equal  that  paid  in  18S9, 
the  total  amount  paid  by  the  people  in  nxteen  yean,  0m 
and  above  6  per  cent,  on  the  loanable  capital  of  the  buio, 
is  $12,088,704.  A  direct  Ux  of  half  the  amoont  forilK 
support  of  Government  would  have  produced  a  rebeBtas." 

•'The  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes  bad  on  the  Istof  No- 
vember, 1829,  a  nominal  capital  of  $84,996,270.  Oftbis 
amount  $11,717,071  were  invested  in  poUie  atockt,  ni 
$8,876,404  in  real  esUte,  leaving  it  $19,402,795  of  dob- 
inal  capital  for  its  proper  business  of  accommodatinf  bar- 
rowers  and  dealers  in  bills  of  exchange.  On  this  amocfit 
of  bona  fide  eapital,  lent  at  six  per  cent.,  private  perMct 
would  draw  a  revenue  of  $1,164,167.  But  the  buk, 
with  this  amount  of  nominal  capita],  discounts  notes  ind 
bills  of  exchange  to  the  amount  of  $40,017,445,  im 
which  it  derives  an  annual  revenue  of  $8,56 1, IH,  ^ 
$1,896,947  more  per  annum  than  would  berecedTedbr 
private  capitalists;*'  nearly  $40,000,000  in  thirty  jtvi 
They  may  well  afford  to  pay  a  bonus  of  two,  three,  or  foar 
millions,  for  the  privilege  of  taxing  the  people  nearly  fwt» 
millions.  In  this  estimate  Mr.  Gouge  does  net  inclo^ 
'*  what  is  paid  to  the  bank  on  the  rate  of  exchioger 
though  he  supposes  this  must  amount  to  hundretb  o: 
thousands. 

But  this  is  far  from  being  all  the  tax  drawn  from  the  peo- 
ple by  the  banks.  It  has  already  been  shown  that,  b?  io- 
fusing  their  nominal  paper  money  into  the  mass  of  circDli- 
tion,  they  depredate  the  value  of  the  whole  mats,  ja«t  in 
proportion  to  the  amount  of  paper  issued,  compared  witd 
the  specie.  Though  the  delusion  which  is  ingeniously  \x^ 
up  of  its  **  convertibility"  into  specie,  (convertible,  trnlr, 
if  not  more  than  one  third  be  demanded,)  and  being  cailN 
by  the  same  name,  it  is  palmed  off  as  the  representatlTed 
spede,  although,  in  reafity,  three  dollars  only  truly  npf'' 
sent  one ;  the  whole  volume,  including  the  specie,  iadep- 
ciated,  and  the  prices  of  all  commodities  raised.  Foftip 
products  and  manufactured  articles  flow  into  the  coud^'!) 
and  are  sold  at  the  high  artificial  prices,  which  mast  be  pii^ 
for  in  specie.  There  is  then  a  double  operation :  the  speor 
is  driven  out  of  the  country  to  pay  for  foreign  produffl 
and  manufactures;  foreign  producers  and  manQfactuivn 
come  in  competition  with  those  of  our  own  country;  i^ 
to  counteract  the  effect  of  this,  the  manuiactuicn  b£v 
claim  a  protection  from  foreign  manufacturers  by  the  in^^ 
sition  of  duties  on  foreign  imports.  These  duties  are  ps» 
by  the  consumers  here ;  that  is,  the  people  pay  one  ttf  ^ 
the  benefit  of  manufacturers,  for  the  privilege  of  p»y«l 
another  tax  to  the  banks.  Both  texes  would  be  avoiH 
if  the  currency  of  the  country  were  not  depredated  by  it* 
infusion  of  bank  paper. 

We  have  the  authority  of  Adam  Smith,  (who  has  w<^ 
oden  quoted  as  favorable  to  banks,-  as  he  was,  but  not  '^ 
the  extent  for  which  he  is  generally  claimed  as  an  advocate, 
that  bank  paper  drives  the  predous  metals  from  the  ««»• 
try.  He  says,  in  book  2,  chapter  2,  "Let  o**"?^ 
for  example,  that  the  whole  drculating  mediom  of  i^ 
particular  country  amounted,  at  a  particular  time,  to  cc< 
million  sterling,  that  sum  being  then  suflident  f*^'**!^ 
ting  the  whole  annual  produce  of  their  land  ana  W»^^^ 
Let  us  suppose,  too,  that,  some  time  thereafter,  diftr^ 
banks,  or  bankers,  issue  promissory  notes,  W*****  ^.*ii 
bearer,  to  the  extent  of  one  million,  reserving  in  wctf  «• 
ferent  coffers  two  hundred  thousand  pounds  to  anfwc  ** 
casional  demands.  There  would  remain,  thepcfow,  w^'' 
culation,  eight  hundred  thousand  pounds  in  gold  •"^JJJ^j 
and  a  million  of  bank  notes,  or  dghtmi  himdrea  thoo«>B' 
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pounds  of  paper  and  money  together.     But  the  annual 
produce  of  the  land  and  labor  of  the  country  had  before  re- 
quired one  million  to  circulate  and  distribute  it  to  iu  proper 
consumers,  and  that  annual  produce  cannot  be  immediate- 
ly augmented  by  those  operations  of  banking.     One  mil- 
lion, therefore,  will  be  sufficient  to  circulate  it  after  them. 
The  goods  to  be  bought  and  sold  being  peclsely  the  same 
as  before,  the  same  quantity  of  money  will  be  sufficient  for 
baying  and  selling  them.     The  channel  of  circulation,  if  I 
may  be  allowed  sach  an  expression,  will  remain  precisely 
the  same  as  before.     One  million  we  have  supposed  suffi- 
cient to  fill  that  channel.     Whatever,  therefore,  is  poured 
into  it  beyond  this  sum*  cannot  run  in  it,  but  must  over- 
flow.    One  million  eight  hundred  thousand  pounds  are 
poured  into  it     Eight  hundred  thousand  pounds,  therefore, 
niust  overflow ;  that  sum  being  over  and  above  what  can  be 
employed  in  the  circulation  of  the  country.     But  although 
this  sum  cannot  be  employed  at  home,  it  is  too  valuable  to 
be  allowed  to  lie  idle,     b  will  thertfare  be  sent  abr^ad^ 
in  order  to  seek  that  profitable  employment  which  it  can- 
not find  at  home.     But  the  paper  cannot  go  abroad,  be- 
cause at  a  distance  from  the  bonks  which  issue  it,  and  from 
the  country  in  which  payment  of  it  can  be  exacted  by  law, 
at  will  not  be  received  in  common  payments.     Gold  and 
silver,  therefore,  to  the  amount  of  eight  hundred  thousand 
pounds,  wul  be  sent  abroad,  and  the  channel  of  home  euT" 
culation  will  remain  Jllled  with  a  million  of  paper,  in- 
stead of  the  million  of  those  metals  which  fiwditbef ore" 
That  the  issues  of  bsiik  paper  produce  the  necessity,  or  the 
supposed  necessity,  for  imposing  duties  upon  foreign  im- 
ports, by  raising  the  nominal  prices^  and  turning  the  bal- 
ance of  trade  against  us,  is  equally  susceptible  of  demon- 
stration. 

Among  the  numerous  evil  tendencies  of  bank  issues,  that 
of  promoting  extravagant  gambling  speculations  is  not^he 
least     Mr.  Raymond,  in  his  Elements  of  Political  Econo- 
my, vol.  2,  page  146,  says,  with  much  truth:  «None  of 
the  great  and  substantial  departments  of  industry  can  be 
prosecuted  with  money  borrowed  at  bank  interest^'  Again, 
at  page  147:  "Speculation  is  the  only  business  that  can 
be  followed  with  money  loaned  of  banks ;  and  hence  we 
always  find  that  speculation  is  most  rife  when  banks  are 
most  abundant,  and  when  they  deal  out  their  notes  the  most 
profusely."    Again,  speaking  of  bank  loans,  and  speaking 
of  a  borrower  at  bank,  he  says:  <'He  must  employ  it  in 
some  adventurous  speculation,  which,  if  successful,  will 
enable  him  to  pay  the  interest  and  leave  him  a  profit ;  but 
which,  if  unsuccessful,  may  bring  him  to  ruin.     Hence, 
wherever  banks  have  been  establi&ed  in  the  interior  of  the 
country,  and  the  farmers  and  planters  have  become  the 
principal  customers  of  the  bank,  they  have  generally  been 
rained.     This  ever  has  and  ever  will  be  the  case,  so  long 
as  the  rate  of  rent  is  lower  than  the  rate  of  interest ;  and 
rant  in  all  countries  is  always  two  or  three  per  cent  lower 
than  interest"     When  prices  rise,  which,  as  we  have  al- 
ready attempted  to  show,  is  inevitable  on  the  increase  of 
the  quantity  of  money,  without  an  increase  at  the  same 
time  of  value,  a  spirit,  a  fever  for  speculation,  is  created. 
Men  become  dissatisfied  with  the  gains  arising  from  regular 
and   steady  habits  of  industry,  and  indulge  in  dreams  of 
splendid  fortunes  to  be  amassed  in  an  easier  way,  by  draw- 
ing from  the  industry  of  others,  in  speculation. 

Simon  Snyder,  Governor  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
m  his  message  of  March,  1813,  returning  to  the  Senate  of 
thai  State  a  bill,  with  his  objections,  very  justly  observes : 
"  The  establishment  of  twenty- five  new  banks,  dispersed 
all  over  the  Sute,  with  a  capiul  of  $9,525,000,  would,  by 
the  readiness  to  give  credit,  invite  to  visionary  speculations, 
divert  men  from  useful  pursuits,  damp  the  ardor  of  indus- 
trious enterprise,  and  consequently  demoralize  the  oommu- 
oit^'.*'  In  his  message  the  next  year,  accompanied  with 
ills  objections  to  another  bill  of  the  same  nature,  which  be 
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returned  to  the  Senate,  he  says:  "I  cannot  divest  myself 
of  the  fear  tbat,  if  it  should  become  a  law,  it  would  tend 
only  to  enrich  the  wealthy  and  the  speculator,  while  it 
would,  in  various  forms,  heap  burdens  on  the  poor  and 
industrious."  In  the  same  message  he  says:  *'0n  the 
ground  of  principle,  generally,  I  may  confi<tentIy  say  that 
industry  is  the  only  permanent  source  of  wealth.  It  se- 
cures subsistence,  and  advances  our  interests  by  slow  yet 
sure  and  regular  gains,  and  is  the  best  preservative  of 
morals.  Not  so  speculation,  (which  this  bill  seems  to  in- 
vite ;)  it  has  the  direct  contrary  efifect :  depending  on  no 
fixed  principles,  it  opens  a  field  for  the  exercise  of  ingenu- 
ity, ever  on  the  alert  to  take  advantage  of  the  unwary  in 
accidental  variations  of  the  times.  The  success  of  the 
speculator  by  profession  tempts  the  farmer  or  mechanic  to 
foraake  his  accustomed  honest  pursuits.  Launched  on  the 
wild  sea  of  speculation,  ever  exposed  to  deviations  from 
rectitude,  his  moral  principles  become  weakened,  and 
eventually  all  sense  of  commutative  justice  is  destroyed." 
The  last  bill  passed  by  two  thirds  of  both  Houses,  and 
became  a  law  against  the  veto  of  the  Governor ;  and  it  was 
found  that  it  led  to  all  the  extravagant  speculations  and 
pernicious  consequences  which  he  had  predicted.  It  was 
in  view,  no  doubt,  of  their  tendency  to  luxury,  extrava- 
gance and  inequalities,  that  Mr.  Jefiersoo,  in  his  letter  to 
the  publisher  of  Destutt  Tracy's  Treatise  on  Political 
Economy,  returning  the  translation  to  him,  and  speaking 
of  the  merits  of  the  work,  says:  «  By  diffusing  sound  prin- 
ciples of  political  economy,  it  will  protect  the  public  indus- 
try from  the  parasite  institutions  now  consuming  it,  and 
lead  us  to  that  just  and  regular  distribution  of  the  public 
burdens  from  which  we  have  sometimes  strayed." 

The  wealth  of  a  country  consists  in  its  industry  and 
means  of  promoting  and  stimulating  individual  enterprise. 
Speculatora  produce  nothing;  they  are  the  drones  of  the 
bee-hive,  which  live  and  fatten  upon  the  labor  of  othera. 
Every  citizen,  therefore,  who  is  invited  by  artificial  laws  to 
withdraw  from  the  walks  of  industry,  is  one  member  lost 
to  the  great  wealth  and  happiness  producing  family,  and 
imposes  an  additional  burden  upon  those  who  remain,  be- 
sides lessening  their  motive  to  active  industry.  When  a 
large  portion  of  society  are  induced  into  speculation  instead 
of  working,  their  aid  is  not  only  lost  in  the  support  of  the 
Government,  so  as  to  increase  the  burden  upon  others  by 
that  loss,  but  the  rest  of  the  community  are  obliged  to 
support  them,  and  make  fortunes  for  them  besides.  They 
are  thus  a  charge  upon  community,  instead  of  contributing 
their  proportion  to  sustain  the  burden. 

One  of  the  most  extensive  evils  arising  from  the  banking 
system  is  the  fluctuation  in  all  branches  of  business  conse- 
quent upon  the  expansions  and  contractions  of  bank  issues. 
The  manufacture  of  paper  money  being  rogulated  entirely 
by  those  whose  sole  object  is  their  owu  interest,  and  who 
are  under  no  political  responsibitity,  and,  as  we  have  seen, 
very  little,  if  any,  moral  control,  is  liable  to  enlarge  or 
contract,  just  as  that  interest,  opposed  to  the  gener^  in- 
terest, may  dictate.  The  banking  mstitutions  of  this  coun- 
try are  peculiarly  unfortunate  to  the  public  in  their  power 
to  produce  fluctuations  from  their  expansions  and  contrac- 
tions of  issues.  They  have  no  individual  responsibility. 
A  bank  here  may  be  incorporated  of  the  most  wealthy 
dtizens  as  stockholders,  and  yet  there  is  nothing  liable  but 
their  stock,  which  is  often  a  very  doubtful  security.  In 
this  respect  they  differ  from  the  banks  in  Scotland,  the 
stockholdera  of  which  are  undej  an  unlimited  responsibility ; 
that  is,  each  stockholder  is  liable  in  his  whole  estate  for  the 
redemption  of  their  paper,  just  as  the  several  members  of  a 
partnership  firm.  'Fho  stockholders,  under  such  responsi- 
bility, will,  of  course,  be  cautious  not  to  permit  a  greater 
amount  of  paper  to  be  issued  than  can  certainly  be  redeem- 
ed without  risk  of  their  private  fortunes.  This  is  a  great 
security,  and  operates  as  a  powerful  check — a  check  act- 
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ing  upon  motives  of  private  interest  against  excessive  is- 
sues. 

The  banks  in  this  country  are  permitted  to  manufacture 
paper  for  the  small  circulation.  There  are  none  of  the 
Sfates  whicl^  limit  the  banks  in  their  issues  to  a  larger 
minimum  than  $5,  and  many  of  them  authorize  those  of  as 
low  a  denomination  as  $1.  In  some  of  tlie  States,  then, 
the  banks  are  permitted  to  furnish  the  entire  circulation 
above  the  denomination  of  $1,  which  is  nearly  the  same, 
in  effect,  as  supplying  the  entire  circulation.  Supplying 
of  the  small  circulation  has  a  most  powerful  influence  upon 
the  business  of  the  mass  of  community.  If  our  banking 
institutions  were  lunited,  in  all  the  States,  to  the  issues 
of  notes  of  $100,  or  $60,  or  even  $20,  we  should  soon  see  a 
great  change  in  the  heidth  of  the  currency.  A  large  por- 
tion of  the  dealings  of  our  society  is  below  either  of  those 
sums;  and,  although  we  should  have  bank  notes  above 
them,  specie  would  of  course  flow  in  to  supply  the  place 
of  the  small  notes  below.  It  is  believed  that  half  the  deal- 
ings of  the  community  are  below  $50.  The  Bank  of 
England,  although  incorporated  in  1G94,  had  never  issued 
any  notes  of  less  denomination  than  jC20  (nearly  $100) 
until  1759;  and  its  whole  issues  up  until  1780,  at  any 
one  time,  were  no  more  than  six  or  seven  millions  of 
pounds.  Until  ajfler  t^at  time,  no  great  fluctuations  or 
consequent  bankruptcies  were  experienced.  Soon  ailer- 
wards,  when  it  began  the  issues  of  £1  notes,  and  extend- 
ed its  issues,  embarrassment  and  fluctuations  took  place. 
The  first  which  we  have  seen  noticed  by  political  writers 
is  that  in  1783 ;  then  followed  by  that  of  1793,  1797^ 
1816,  1819,  and  1825;  all  which  have  become  cele- 
brated in  the  history  of  the  politics  of  that  country ;  and, 
in  every  instance,  as  proved  by  Tooke,  Mushet,  Par- 
nell,  and  others,  it  was  preceded  first  by  an  extravagant 
expansion,  and  next  by  a  contraction  of  the  issues  of  the 
bank.  In  1797,  the  Bank  of  England  suspended  specie 
payments,  and  so  continued  to  refuse  the  redemption  of  its 
notes  with  specie  until  1822,  when  it  resumed  them  under 
an  act  of  Parliament  of  1819.  In  1829,  it  ceased  to  issue 
notes  of  a  less  denomination  than  £5,  (about  $^» )  and 
has  so  continued  since.  In  this  respect,  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land is  not  so  objectionable  as  our  banking  institutions, 
and  its  issues  are  not  so  subject  to  fluctuations  as  ours,  nor 
so  injurious  to  small  dealers,  constituting  the  great  mass  of 
society.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  too,  Uiat,  owing  to  the 
state  of  society  there,  $24  is  a  much  larger  sum,  compared 
with  other  commodities  and  labor,  than  here.  The  Bank 
of  England  is  the  only  banking  institution  within  sixty- 
five  miles  of  London.  Beyond  Uiat  distance  from  London, 
there  are  a  great  number  of  joint  stock  companies,  which 
issue  notes  and  are  controlled  by  the  Bank  of  England. 

Your  committee  had  intended,  under  this  branch  of  in- 
quiry, to  present  in  some  detail  a  history  of  banking  in  the 
several  States,  with  a  view  of  showing  that,  in  proportion 
to  the  extent  of  the  issues  of  bonk  paper  beyond  their  spe- 
cie capital  was  the  rise  in  prices ;  that  this  was  necessarily 
followed  by  a  contraction  of  issues,  and  in  that  proportion 
was  the  fall  of  the  prices  of  all  oUier  commodities.  We 
are  not  without  abundant  historical  facts  on  this  subject,  to 
be  derived  from  our  j>eriodicals  and  public  journals.  The 
history  of  our  political  economy  will  show,  very  conclusive- 
ly, that  every  instance  of  great  rise  in  prices  followed  ex- 
cessive bank  issues  and  speculation,  and  over-trading  the 
consequence ;  that  in  proportion  to  the  suddenness  and  ra- 
pidity of  the  rise  from  the  expansions  or  bank  issues  was 
the  consequent  contraction  of  discounts  and  the  fall  of  pri- 
ces. But  they  feared  that  their  remarks  had  already  ex- 
tended in  length  beyond  any  interest  they  could  give  to  the 
subject,  and  therefore  have  omitted  it,  believing  it  to  be 
more  important  to  present  principles  in  a  brief  form  than  to 
burden  their  report  with  details  of  facts  and  figures,  which 
might  weary  rather  than  elicit  any  interest. 


From  what  has  preceded,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  object 
of  your  committee  has  been  to  prove  that  the  bukiDg  sys- 
tem in  this  country  is  subject  to  many  and  gtve  objecdcns, 
arising  mainly  from  the  banking  institutions  beiog  iDCor* 
porat^  bodies,  with  exclusive  privileges,  and  undn  aliifr 
ited  responsibility— little  better  than  none ;  and  their  being 
authorized  to  issue  bank  paper  to  supply  even  the  until  cir- 
culation, to  the  amount  of  twice,  thrice,  or  qoidiupk,  their 
specie  capital ;  thus  invading  the  high  sovereign  {wm  of 
regulating  the  measure  of  value,  whidi  is  only  «ifelj  ia- 
trusted  to  the  Government,  adnunistered  by  those  who  ee 
responsible  to  the  people.     Who  would  be  willing  to  io- 
trust  in  the  hands  of  an  ImeBponsiUe  corporation  the  pow- 
er of  adulterating  the  coin  with  alloy,  as  might  beit  suit 
their  interests,  and  withdrawing  that  alloy  in  the  samevi;  ^ 
And  what  difference  is  there  between  adulterating  thecoii 
at  their  pleasure,  and  decreasing  and  enhandng  the  tii« 
of  the  mass  of  circulation,  by  withdrawing  and  issaiDg  btAk 
notes  as  they  please  1     What  farmer  would  not  be  aaitW 
at  a  proposition  to  intrust  corporations  with  the  fowed 
regulating  the  weights  and  measures  of  commoditief  is 
which  he  dealt,  so  as  to  measure  his  wheat  with  i  )»^ 
bushel  measure  when  they  vrished  to  buy,  and  a  email  o» 
when  they  wished  to  sell ;  to  measure  his  batter  with  i 
large  pound  weight  when  they  wished  to  purchsee,  asd  i 
small  one  when  they  wished  to  dispose  of  the  sameiitide: 
And  what  difiference  is  there  between  controlling  the  m^ 
ure  of  value  and  that   of   weight  or  measure  1    ^^' 
would  be  willing  that  the  power  of  levying  taiei  for  tha 
support  of  Govenunent  should  be  delegaied  tocor^or»ti(» 
whose  proceedings  were  only  known  to  a  few  who  nanigM 
them  ?     And  yet  we  submit  to  their  nower  of  impcus; 
taxes  much  heavier,  to  support  thenuelvest  snd  grow  va 
at  the  expense  of  the  people.     The  regulating  and  eastzo!* 
ling  the  currency  is  as  necessarily  an  act  of  the  GoTen- 
ment  as  any  other  act  of  sovereignty,  and  should  be  eie^ 
cised  by  the  same  authority. 

Mr.  Tooko,  in  his  Treatise  on  Currency,  psge  125,  jcd- 
ly  remarks:  «  Next  to  the  administration  of  the  Sute,  tbeff 
is  no  administration  of  any  officer  so  immediately  aod  ex- 
tensively affecting  the  interests  of  the  conusanity  ti  u^ 
which  is  intrusted  to  the  persons  [the  bank  directon]  ^ 
are  invested  with  the  privilege  of  issuing  paper  monrf ;  i>m 
who,  by  the  manner  in  which  they  ex«rcise  that  priviJ^ 
have  it  in  their  power  to  produce  great  changes  in  the  ^^ 
erty  and  condition  of  every  individual  in  the  kisfdoffi 
No  man,  or  set  of  men,  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  s- 
trusted  with  that  privilege."  It  was  in  view,  no  douH, « 
the  exercise  of  ^s  high  prerogative  of  sovereign  F^^ 
the  banks  here,  that  Mr.  Jefierson,  and  other  enllg)}^ 
patriots,  spoke  in  such  strong  terms  against  the  tp*^  * 
being  an  aristocracy  of  a  dangerous  tendency  and  cb^ 
ter.  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  a  letter  to  John  N.  Eppes,  (4lhTfll 
Mem.  801,)  says:  "Private  fortunes,  in  the preeent ?^ 
of  our  circulation,  are  at  the  mercy  of  those  eelf-a««iP| 
money-lenders,  and  are  prostrated  by  the  floods  of  noitu"^ 
money  with  which  their  avarice  deluges  us."  AgaiSf*^ 
another  occasion,  he  says;  «« The  l^onktiumittiii^'* 
the  most  threatening  of  these  imitations  [of  Engine  >^^^ 
is  raising  up  a  moneyed  aristocracy  in  our  country,  "-^ 
has  already  set  the  Government  at  defiance;  snd  trnP 
forced  to  yield  a  little  on  the  first  essay  of  their  itrensa 
their  principles  are  unyielded  and  unyieldiog.  J^  ^'^ 
taken  deep  root  in  that  class  from  which  our  legislators  & 
drawn ;  and  the  sop  of  Cerberus,  from  faWe,  has  b«cc^ 
history.  Their  principles  take  hold  of  the  good,  their  p^ 
of  the  bad ;  and  thus  those  whom  the  constitution  ^^f 
as  guards  to  its  portals  are  sophisticated  or  subonwd  b^ 
their  duties.  That  paper  money  has  some  advantagw  =*; 
be  admitted,  but  its  abuses  are  also  inveterate ;  and  tbv  u 
by  breaking  up  the  measure  of  value,  makes  a  lotter)  ^''' 
private  property,  cannot  be  denied." 
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John  Taylor,  in  his  Inquiry  into  the  PrinctplM  and  Pol- 
icy o{  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  page  291, 
compares  the  banking  ajratem  to  the  feudal  ayttem  of  Great 
Britain,  and  rays:  "Had  banking  been  called  a  'paper 
feudal  system,*  and  had  the  barons  proposed  to  take  it  by 
that  denomination  as  a  reimbursement  for  their  abolished 
tenures,  it  might  have  been  fiiirly  weighed  against  the  land- 
ed feudal  system,  to  estimate  the  effects  of  the  exchange." 
Mirabeau  once  forcibly  remaiiied,  "  AUpc^er  money  ia  a 
pkrensy  ofdupoHtm  run  mad." 

Your  committee  oome  now  to  the  third  inquiry  propoeed, 
which  was, 

What  remedy  can  he  provided  against  the  evils  arising 
from  cur  banking  system  ? 

It  is  generally  much  easier  to  point  out  evils  than  it  is 
to  provide  remedies ;  and  so  it  is,  perhaps,  in  the  subject 
ander  consideration.  It  would  not  be  diflSeult  to  point  to 
I  remedy  if  all  would  agree  to  it,  so  as  to  cany  it  into  ef- 
fect; but  on  a  subject  so  complicated,  and  of  so  deep  im- 
pottance,  it  could  hardly  be  expected  that  there  would  not 
M  acme  conflict  of  opinion. 

It  would  be  premature,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee, 
0  undertake  at  present  the  passage  of  any  specific  pro- 
iaton  until  the  subject  shall  be  discussed  and  fully  delib- 
irated  upon  by  the  people.  It  would  be  particularly  un- 
kdvised  to  propose  and  discuse  any  constitutional  provision 
if  so  much  importance  at  a  short  session  of  Congress. 

Your  committee  have,  therefore,  thought  proper  to  con- 
ent  themselves  with  presenting  some  of  the  various  sug- 
{esdons  which  ha^e  been  occasionally  made  by  men  whose 
)pinions  are  entitled  to  consideration,  and  submitting  a 
>ropoBition,  not  with  a  view  of  any  legislative  action  at  the 
>re8ent  time,  but  that  it  may  go  before  the  people,  to  delib- 
»ste  upon  it,  diseaas  its  merits,  and  suggest  such  modifi- 
Ations  as  they  may  think  best.  They  do  not  pretend  to 
iecide  that  the  proposition  they  submit  is  perfect,  or  that 
t  ii  the  best  that  could  be  proposed ;  but  in  order  that  some- 
hing  tangible  may  be  thrown  out,  they  have  chosen  to  pre- 
ent  the  broadest  proposition  of  which  the  subject  is  sus- 
sptible. 

Mr.  Jeflerson  seemed  to  entertain  the  opinion  that  an 
issier  way  of  effecting  a  remedy  should  be  sought  than  the 
bnnality  required  in  the  constitution  for  its  amendment* 
ie  did  not  raise  any  other  objection  to  a  constitutional 
inendment  than  the  difficulty  of  succeeding  in  obtaining 
t-  In  the  4th  vol.  of  Mem.,  page  820,  in  a  letter  to  Mr. 
^ppea,  already  quoted,  alter  commenting  upon  the  evils 
Hfing  out  of  our  banking  system,  he  says :  <<  But  no  rem- 
^y  is  ever  to  be  expected  while  it  rests  with  the  State  Le- 
nlatures.  Personal  motives  can  be  excited  through  so 
uoy  avenues  to  their  will,  that  in  their  hands  it  will  go 
Q  from  bad  to  worse,  until  the  catastrophe  overwhelms  us. 
•till  believe,  however,  that,  on  proper  representations  of 
^t  finbject,  a  great  proportion  of  these  Legislatures  would 
<Bde  to  Congress  their  power  of  establishing  banks,  saving 
ae  charter  rights  already  granted.  And  this  should  be 
■ked,  not  by  way  of  amendment  to  the  constitution,  be- 
muse Tintil  tluree  fourths  should  consent  nothing  could  be 
one ;  but  accepted  from  them,  one  by  one,  singly,  as  their 
onaent  might  be  obtained.'*  The  principle  he  advances 
>  predicated  on  the  ground  that  the  incorporation  of  bank- 
)g  companies  for  the  circulation  of  notes  is  pernicious,  but 
onbta  whether  tiiree  fourths  of  the  States  would  surrender ; 
nd  therefore,  and  for  that  reason  only,  suggests  that  the 
roposition  should  be  made  to  the  Stotes  singly,  to  cede 
^eir  power  of.  authoriaing  companies  to  issue  notes  of  cir- 
ulation.  It  ie  not  to  be  presumed  that  Mr.  Jefferson,  who 
^M  always  well  known  to  be  opposed  to  a  United  States 
'*ak,  intended  to  convey  the  idea,  by  the  State  Legisla- 
ire  ceding  to  Congreqe  their  power  of  establishing  banks, 
hich  he  speaks  of,  that  it  should  be  done  in  such  a  man- 
BT  and  to  such  extent  as  to  enable  Congress  to  establish 


similar  institutions,  with  the  same  power  of  circulating  their 
paper,  and  controlling  and  depreciating  the  currency,  as  the 
State  banks  or  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Raymond,  in  his  first  volume  of  Political  Economy, 
page  252,  proposes  that  <*  Government  manufacture  a  paper 
currency  in  the  form  of  our  present  bank  notes,  payable  in 
specie  on  demand  at  the  Treasury,  or  at  such  other  places 
as  the  convenience  of  the  Government  and  the  public  may 
justify."  In  his  second  volume  of  the  same  work,  he  says : 
**  Let  it  [the  Government]  take  into  its  own  hands  the  en<* 
graving  and  manufacturing  of  bank  notes,  all  except  the 
signatures,  and  establish  a  mint,  and  appoint  officers,  under 
proper  responsibilities,  for  that  purpose."   He  is  not  expli- 
cit in  his  proposition  as  to  the  power  of  the  Government  to 
take  into  its  hands  either  the  issuing  the  notes  or  rnanu* 
facturing  the  paper  under  its  control,  to  be  issued  by  such 
officers  as  he  speaks  of.     It  may  well  be  doubted  if  the 
National  Government  possesses  any  such  power  under  the 
present  provisions  of  the  constitution.     If  it  does  not,  it 
could  not  obtain  it  in  any  way  but  by  an  amendment  in 
the  mode  provided  in  the  constitution  itself;  and  it  may 
well  be  questioned  if  it  would  be  sound  policy  to  provide 
an  amendment  conferring  such  power  on  the  National 
Government.     Some  have  proposed  such  an  amendment 
of  the  national  constitution,  providing  that  the  banking 
incorporations  in  the  Slates  shall  be  g^raded,  so  that  those 
of  large  capital  may  be  limited  to  notes  above  one  hundred 
or  five  hundred  dollars,  and  those  of  smaller  capital  to  the 
issue  of  notes  of  still  smaller  denomination,  but  that  none 
should  issue  notes  of  less  denomination  than  twenty  dollars. 
If  such  a  constitutional  amendment  were  agreed  to  by  the 
States,  your  committee  entertain  no  doubt  whatever  that 
that  it  would  tend  much  to  purify  the  currency,  if  it  could 
be  enforced  ;  but  it  would  be  extremely  difficult  to  provide 
against  its  evasion,  and  the  corrective  of  its  violation  must 
necessarily  be  left  with  the  State  Legislatures.     Others, 
again,  have  suggested  the  propriety  of  amending  the  con- 
stitution in  such  manner  as  that  n6  State  incorporate 
banking  institutions  with  power  to  issue  notes  beyond  the 
amount  of  specie  capital  in  their  vftults.     If  such  a  provis- 
ion could  be  carried  into  effect,  it  is  believed  the  work  of 
reform  in  the  banking  system  would  hp  accomplished.  But 
little  mischief,  and  much  good,  might  flow  from  a  system 
carried  out  on  that  principle.     The  great  evils  arising 
from  the  present  systems  spring  from  the  power  which  the 
banks  either  possess  or  usurp,  of  extending  their  issues  far 
beyond  the  amount  of  specie  they  have,  and  thus  deprecia- 
ting the  whole  circulating  medium.     The  difficulty,  how- 
ever, would  be  to  prevent  evasion  of  such  a  provuion. 
We  have  seen  in  the  case  of  the  Sutton  Bank,  placed  un- 
der the  immediate  control  of  the  law  of  its  creation  and  ex- 
istence, a  glaring  evasion  of  its  clear  and  undoubted  pro- 
visions, by  the  commission  of  a  base  fraud  and  falsehood. 
The  more  remote  restraint  of  the  federal  constitution  would 
be  much  more  liable  to  evasion  in  the  same  way,  and 
much  more  difficult  to  be  applied  as  a  corrective,  than  an 
act  of  the  State  Legislature. 

Gabriel  Slaughter,  Governor  of  Kentucky,  in  his  mes- 
sage to  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  in  1818,  holds  the 
following  language:  <*I  am  indeed  ready  to  confess,  be- 
fore my  countrymen,  that  my  sentiments,  or  perhaps  pre- 
judices, ever  have  been,  and  still  are,  strongly  against  the 
banking  system.  I  have  ever  viewed  these  moneyed  cor- 
porations wi(h  jealousy.  I  consider  the  corporate  powers 
and  privileges  conferred  on  them  as  so  much  taken  from 
the  power  of  the  people,  and  a  contrivance  to  rear  up  in 
the  country  a  moneyed  aristocracy.  Money  is  power,  in 
whatever  hands  it  is  placed ;  but  it  is  less  dangerous  when 
divided  among  individuals,  than  when  combined  and  or- 
ganized in  the  form  of  banks.  In  vain  did  the  American 
people,  during  their  struggles  for  liberty  and  independence, 
destroy  the  luaded  aristocracy  then  existing  under  the  law 
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authorizing  eitates  to  be  entailed,  if  a  moneyed  arietocracy 
is  to  be  sabstitated.  Instead  of  having  our  National  and 
State  Legislatures  filled  with  men  representing  the  feelings 
and  inteiests  of  the  great  agricultural  class  of  the  commu* 
nity,  I  fear  we  shall  see  these  banking  aristocracies  greatly 
preponderate  on  the  legislative  floor.  I  must  ever  be  op- 
posed to  any  system  of  policy  which,  independent  of  its 
pernicioQB  and  corrupting  influence  in  other  respects, 
tends  to  diminish,  if  not  to  destroy,  the  weight  and  influ- 
ence of  the  farming  interest,  upon  whose  virtue  and  inde- 
pendence the  duration  of  our  free  institutions  so  essentially 
depends. 

'*  While  this  system  exists  in  other  States,  Kentucky 
can  do  little  to  rescue  the  country  from  the  evil  and  anti- 
republican  tendencies  of  these  moneyed  corporations.  Let 
us,  therefore,  invite  a  co-operation  in  some  plan,  coexten- 
sive with  the  Union,  to  redeem  this  young  and  rising  re- 
public from  the  mischief  and  dangers  of  this  paper  system, 
before  it  is  too  late.  If  permitted  to  progress  and  inter- 
weave itself  with  all  the  interests  and  concerns  of  society, 
it  may,  in  a  more  advanced  and  dense  state  of  our  poj^la- 
tion,  explode  in  a  convulsion  of  the  Government.  The 
disease,  it  is  true,  has  taken  deep  root ;  but  the  American 
republic  is  young,  and,  by  a  vigorous  and  determined  ef- 
fort, may,  in  a  few  years,  exterminate  it.  Some  time  may 
he  necessary  to  enable  these  institutions  to  wind  up.  To 
effect  so  desirable  an  object,  I  would  recommend  to  the 
Legislature  to  propose  an  amendment  to  the  federal  con- 
stitution, providing  that,  after  a  certain  periott,  no  incor- 
porated bank  should  exist  in  the  United  States ;  or  if  this 
should  be  thought  going  too  far,  and  banks  in  any  shape, 
or  to  any  extent,  are  useful  and  necessary,  lot  the  banking 
powers  be  limit^,  and  the  system  so  regulated  and  restrict- 
ed, as  to  secure  the  community  against  the  wide-spread 
ruin  and  mischief  with  which  we  are  threatened.''  Reso- 
lutions were  offered  in  the  Legislature  of  that  State  on  the 
4th  of  January,  1819,  in  accordance  with  the  sentiments 
of  Governor  Slaughter,  but  never  carried  out  any  further. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  evils  arising  from  a  vicious  bank- 
ing system,  grown  up  under  the  legislation  of  Slates  con- 
federated as  3ie  United  States  are,  cannot  be  remedied  but 
through  an  amendment  of  the  constitution  itself.  No  one 
single  State  can  act  efficiently,  without  the  co-operation 
of  others.  However  fallacious  the  argument  may  be,  the 
excessive  Issues  of  bank  paper  in  one  State  are  used  to  in- 
duce others  to  either  engage  or  continue  in  the  same  error. 
One  will  not  seek  to  correct  it,  lest  another  may  not ;  and 
thus,  what  perhaps  all  would  cordially  and  cheerfully 
agree  to,  acting  together,  no  one  will  commence  alone. 
While  the  banks  of  one  Slate  issue  notes  to  the  amount  of 
$8  or  $4  for  one  of  specie,  those  of  others  issue  $S  or  $9. 
While  some  banks  in  the  same  State  issue  ^2  or  $3  in  pa- 
per for  one  of  specie,  others  issue  $5,  $6,  or  $8  for  one ; 
so  that  we  have  not  only,  in  the  language  of  Mr.  Madison, 
quoted,  «  as  many  currencies  as  States,"  but  nearly  as 
many  currencies  as  banks.  Let  not  this  be  used  as  an  ar- 
gument for  a  national  bank.  Such  an  institution,  based 
on  the  principle  of  manufacturing  paper  money,  is  calcula- 
ted rather  to  augment  than  remedy  the  evil. 

Your  committee  respectfully  suggest  whether  it  be  not 
more  appropriate,  as  well  as  more  practicable,  in  adopting 
an  amendment  to  the  constitution,  to  provide  against  the 
kind  or  nature  of  institution,  rather  than  the  extent  or  mode 
of  operations  of  any  particular  kind  of  institution  ;  whether, 
for  example,  it  would  not  more  comport  with  the  nature  of 
a  constitutional  provision,  that  no  State  shall  incorporate  a 
bank  of  circulation,  than  that  it  shall  incorporate  no  bank 
authorized  to  issue  notes  beyond  a  certain  amount  propor- 
tionate to  its  capital,  or  notes  below  a  certaui  denomina- 
tion. They  have,  therefore,  thought  proper,  on  full  and 
deliberate  consideration  of  the  whole  subject,  as  far  as  they 
have  been  able  to  investigate  it,  to  submit  the  broadest 


proposition  of  an  amendment  to  the  oonstitiition,  thit  no 
State  shall  authorize  any  company  or  iodiriihiali  to  im 
notes  for  circulation  at  bank  notes.  They  do  thi%  sot 
with  a  view  to  the  immediate  action  of  Cocgres,  w)u^ 
they  deem  at  present  as  inexpedient  and  prematore;  bet 
that  some  proposition  may  be  thrown  out  in  a  tanpUr 
shape  before  the  people,  for  theb  discussion  and  ddilc* 
ration,  should  they  feel  that  the  subject  is  of  Buffidentinpor- 
tance  to  enlist  their  attention. 

Is  there  any  thing  unreasonable  in  the  propodtion^  U 
is  calculated  to  meet  prectsely  the  evils  now,  whkh  weie 
met  by  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  then,  as  it  wv 
then  adopted  and  now  stands.  Are  the  States  lespiin- 
otic,  less  disposed  to  yield  to  each  other  for  the  goud  tf 
the  whole,  than  they  were  fifty  years  ago  t  WooJd  lot 
such  a  mutual  concession  of  all  promote  theadvaBtagead 
interest  of  each  1  If  money  would  be  scarcer,  it  would  be 
proportionately  better,  and  uniformly  and  permaneotly  the 
same.  We  have  now  in  the  United  States  |14O,3Ol,0% 
of  paper  money  in  circulation,  and  about  #30,000,000  of 
specie,  or  five  and  a  half  paper  dollars  ibr  one  of  ^ie,iB 
circulation;  and  about  $40,000,000  specie  in  the  banh, 
making  about  one  specie  dollar,  in  all,  for  three  of  paper.  Oa 
the  adoption  of  such  an  amendment  as  suggested,  tbebsiih 
would  gradually  cease  as  their  charters  expired,  vd  tk 
transition  from  a  paper  manufactured  currency,  subjed  \» 
constant  fluctuations  and  panics,  to  a  steady  and  umferB 
standard  of  value,  would  be  so  alow  and  gradual,  tbit  it 
would  not  be  felt  to  the  same  extent  as  has  often  been  done 
by  a  sudden  contraction  of  bank  issues,  after  an  excor* 
stimulus  given  by  an  expansion. 

Your  committee  cannot  close  this  report  withoot  da- 
charging  a  further  duty  to  the  memorialists.  Ther  bi^ 
been  assailed,  both  in  Congress  and  out  of  it,  u  aioingt' 
place  the  States  under  the  control  of  the  National  Ctimr 
ment,  as  though  it  were  a  great  advantage  to  the  Stattf  to 
have  their  citizens  taxed  for  the  support  of  b«9k«»  *^ 
speculators.  They  have  been  charged  as  a  deaciipcM  d 
disorganizers,  seeking  to  overturn  the  Stata  GoTenuDCHt^ 
and  concentrating  all  power  in  the  Federal  GoTenuMBL 
This  charge  has  been  made,  too,  by  advocates  of  the  doc- 
trine that  Congress  have  a  right  to  establish  a  Xi^iam 
bank.  Your  committee  see  no  foundation  forthehtttcroo* 
that  has  been  manifested  towards  them.  They  have,  a 
they  had  an  undoubted  right,  sent  their  memonala,  ^' 
gesting  to  Congress  the  consideration  of  a  grave  ssd  »r* 
portant  question  of  general  concern,  couched  in  apprcpn* 
ate  and  respectful  language,  and  under  circmsitio'''^ 
which  exclude  all  possible  idea  of  selfish  or  sinister  i>f 
tives.  They  are  respectable  and  intelligent  dtixcsi  at  »< 
United  States,  and  suggest  the  considerafion  of  their  vic^ 
precisely  in  the  way  pointed  out  by  the  eonstitatiofl  VBOff 
which  we  all  live.  If  a  citizen  of  this  UnioB  c«- 
ceives  he  has  a  claim  upon  the  Government,  andprrfr^*' 
petition,  it  is  respectfully  received  and  comdderrd,  wb«ifl 
his  claim  is  founded  in  error  or  not,  althoagh  hehut 
direct  and  personal  interest  How  much  more  ia  the  ia(| 
morial  of  citizens,  on  a  subject  of  general  interest,  estitiw 
to  respect !  The  suggestion  they  make  is  not  nev- 
has  been  made  by  as  wise  and  as  good  men  as  any  by  ^^ 
they  have  been  assailed  here  and  elsewhere. 

The  spirit  of  inquiry  is  the  life  of  republican  Gotm 
ments,  and  should  be  rather  promoted  than  discouiapt 
even  if  the  sentimento  advanced  at  the  start  are  niataj^' 
erroneous.  Whenever  that  is  attempted  to  beatiiw* 
hushed  to  silence  by  misrepresentation,  peraecutioo,  ^ 
other  weapons  than  those  of  reason  and  argument,  it  »^ 
sure  indication  of  some  lurking  tyranny  that  ^**'**^*^ 
suspicious  or  self-conscious  of  the  defective  tenure  br  vb«^ 
it  rules.  ^^ 

With  these  remariis,  and  with  the  purpow  before  iD«* 
ted,  your  committee  submit  the  following  joint  reaolotitf 
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[84th  Cove.  3d  Ssss. 


Rtaohed  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  Repreeeniaiivee  of 
the  United  State*  of  America  in  Congreee  auemhlea^ 
That  the  following  amendment  to  the  constitation  of  the 
United  States  be  submUted  to  the  Legitlatarea  of  the  MTeral 
States,  for  their  ratification,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of 
the  fifth  article  of  the  constitation : 

*'No  State  shall  authorize  any  incorporated  company  to 
issue  any  bank  note,  or  other  paper,  for  circulation." 


AGENT  OF   DEPOSITE  BANKS. 

HottSS  OF   RxPB£8IirTATITXS,  Mabch   I,    1837. 

Mr,  Garland^  of  Virginia^  from  the  seieet  committee  to 
which  the  euhfect  had  been  referredf  made  the  following 
report  : 

The  select  committee  to  which  was  referred  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives,  directing  them  to 
inquire  **  whether  the  several  banks  employed  for  the  de- 
posits of  the  public  money  have  all  or  any  of  them,  by 
joint  or  several  contract,  employed  an  agent  to  reside  at 
the  seat  of  Government,  to  transact  their  busincM  at  the 
Treasury  Department ;  what  is  the  character  of  the  busi- 
ness which  he  is  so  employed  to  traniact,  and  what  com- 
pensation he  receives ;  whelher  such  agent,  if  there  be  one, 
hfts  been  employed  at  the  request  or  through  the  procure- 
ment of  the  Treasury  Department ;  whether  the  business 
of  the  Treasury  Department  with  said  banks  is  conducted 
through  said  agent ;  and  whether,  in  the  transaction  of  any 
business  confided  to  said  agent,  he  receives  any  compen- 
sation from  the  Treasury  Department,"  has  had  the  same 
under  consideration,  and  respectfully  report : 

That,  in  making  the  inquiries  committed  to  its  charge, 
the  committee  has  been  compelled  to  encounter  many 
questions  of  power  and  discretion  of  a  most  delicate  and 
embarrassing  nature;  delicate,  as  sometimes  encroaching 
upon  the  precincts  of  private  reputation  and  private  trans- 
actions ;  embarrassing  as  to  the  line  of  privacy  and  confi- 
dence beyond  which  the  committee  could  not  pass  without 
▼ioUtiag  private  rights  and  private  confidence.  The  first 
of  these  giew  out  of  the  protest  of  Reuben  M.  Whitney, 
a  witness  summoned  before  the  committee  to  testify,  (see 
journal,  p.  67,}  against  the  requirement  of  the  committee 
in  the  resolution  of  the  7th  of  January  last,  found  in  the 
4th  page  of  the  journal,  and  the  powers  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  make  the  examination,  as  directed  in 
the  resolution  organixing  the  committee,  and  directing  its 
inquiries.  It  is  not  the  purpose  of  the  committee  to  enter 
into  a  long  or  detailed  answer  to  said  protest ;  they  have 
not  time,  if  ihey  were  disposed,  nor  is  it  necessary  to  do  so. 
As  relates  to  the  resolution  of  the  committee,  the  whole 
argument  of  the  protest  b  based  upon  the  idea  that  the 
committee  has  asserted  a  claim  of  power,  in  compelling 
the  production  of  private  papers,  and  in  examining  into 
private  transactions,  which  it  has  not  done ;  the  resolution 
is  general,  and  calls  for  no  specific  paper ;  it  calls  generally 
for  such  papers,  dtc.  as  may  refer  to,  and  shed  light  upon, 
the  inquiries  directed  by  the  House.  The  committee,  in 
adopting  this  resolution,  made  it  general,  because  they  had 
no  knowledge  of  the  particular  character  of  the  papers  held 
by  the  witness,  whether  they  were  of  e^  purely  private  or 
public  character,  and  could  not,  therefore,  designate  any 
particular  paper  for  which  to  make  a  call ;  and  because 
they  thought  it  due  to  the  witness  himself  that  he  might 
have  the  opportunity  of  producing  such  papers  of  a  private 
character  as  he  might  deem  necessary  for  the  purpose  of 
explanation,  if  such  explanation  should  be  deemed  neces- 
aary  by  him.  Immediately  following  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution  referred  to,  the  committee  made  an  express  res- 
ervation of  the  question,  what  papers  they  would  or 
wonid  not  compel  the  production  of,  until  the  witness 
had  deteimined,  for  himself  which  he  would  or  would 


not  produce,  having  reference  to  the  necessity  of  explana- 
tion as  affecting  himself.  The  reservation  is  in  these 
words:  <<To  the  adoption  of  the  foregoing  resolution 
Mr.  Martin  objected,  upon  the  ground  that  he  doubted  the 
power  of  the  committee,  upon  the  showing  then  before 
them,  to  require  the  production  of  all  the  papers  therein 
required ;  and  moved  for  a  division  of  the  resolution,  so  as 
to  take  the  question  upon  ordering  the  subpoena  for  Mr. 
R.  M.  Whitney y  and  the  euhpctna  ducee  tecum  to  him 
separately ;  which  motion  was  withdrawn,  upon  the  under- 
standing with  the  committee,  generally,  that  the  question 
of  power  to  enforce  the  command,  if  objected  to  by  Mr. 
Whitney,  to  whom  the  eubpana  ducee  is  directed,  is  re- 
served." The  committee  nas  not,  in  a  single  instance, 
attempted  to  enforce  the  production  of  any  paper  objected 
to  by  the  witness.  As  to  the  question  whether  the  House 
of  Representatives  had  the  power  to  direct  the  inquiries 
contained  in  Uie  resolution  organiring  the  committee,  it  is 
not  deemed  necessary  to  make  any  remark.  In  adopting 
the  resolution,  it  is  to  be  presumed  the  House  well  under* 
stood  its  power  and  its  duty,  and  did  not  hastily  institute 
inquiries  beyond  the  reach  of  one  or  the  other.  The  com- 
mittee does  not  claim  for  the  House,  or  itself,  the  power 
to  compel  the  deposits  banks  to  expose  their  private  con- 
eeme  ox  private  tran$aetum»  to  the  scrutiny  of  the  com- 
mittee, nor  has  the  committee,  in  any  instance,  demajided 
such  exposure.  Yet,  while  the  committee  does  not  as« 
sert  any  such  claim  of  power,  it  holds  it  decidedly  within 
the  power  of  Congress  to  ascertain,  by  other  competent 
and  legal  testimony,  any  of  the  transactions  of  the  deposito 
banks  which  are  calculated  to  affect  the  safety  of  the  pub- 
lic funds,  and  to  render  some  action,  on  the  part  of  Con- 
gress, necessary  for  their  security. 

The  second  grew  out  ol  the  propriety  and  effect  of  many 
interrogatories  which  the  committee  did  not  object  to,  or 
permitted  to  be  propounded  to  various  witnesses,  afifeeting, 
as  they  might  do,  purely  private  transactions  and  private 
reputation.  In  this  state  of  difficulty,  it  was  thought  best, 
anfi  most  comporting  with  justice  to  the  witnesses  them- 
selves, to  permit  the  inquiries  to  be  made,  and  in  every 
case  leave  the  witness  to  determine  for  himself  whether  he 
would  answer  or  not,  as  the  committee  could  not  upon  all 
occasions  determine  how  far  the  witness  might  desire  to 
answer  for  the  purpose  of  explanation,  as  before  remarked. 
The  committee  does  not  deem  it  proper  to  conclude  that, 
because  a  witness  might  refuse  to  answer  what  would  in 
his  estimation  be  a  breach  of  confidence,  the  refusal  ought 
to  involve  even  a  suspicion  of  guilt;  if  this  were  the  case^ 
the  rule  of  legal  and  social  propriety,  which  protects  from 
scrutiny,  by  any  tribunal,  a  man's  private  and  confidential 
transactions,  would  be  but  a  snare  to  deceive  ignorant  and 
entrap  the  unvrary.  The  committee  could  not  upon  all 
occasions,  when  questions  were  proposed  seemingly  irrele- 
vant, determine  to  what  relevancy  a  train  of  interrogatory 
based  upon  it  might  lead  ;  and  could  not,  therefore,  with 
propriety,  withhold  many  interrogatories  of  that  character 
which  were  propounded.  The  committee  attempted  to 
shape  its  course,  under  these  delicate  and  embarrassing 
circumstances,  by  a  just  regard  to  the  public  interest  and 
the  private  rights  and  reputation  of  individuals ;  if,  in  doing 
so,  they  have  erred,  they  did  so  from  motives  any  other 
than  a  disposition  to  become  inquisitors  of  private  character 
or  private  business. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  directs  the  committee  to 
make  several  inquiries,  to  which  they  will  proceed  to  re- 
spond in  the  order  of  the  resolution. 

The  first  inquiry  directed  to  be  made  is,  "  Whether  the 
eeveral  banks  employed  for  the  depoeite  of  the  public  man- 
ey  have  all^  or  any  of  them,  by  joint  or  several  contract^ 
employed  an  agent  to  reside  at  the  seat  of  Government^ 
to  transact  thetr  business  at  the  Treasury  Department." 
The  evidence  before  the  committee,  of  the  Hon.  Levi 
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Woodbuiy,  Seeretary  of  the  Treatory,  and  many  of  the 
ofiicen  of  leveral  of  the  depoeite  banks,  provea  that  aeverml 
of  the  deporite  banks  have,  by  aeparate  contract,  appointed 
an  agent  to  reaide,  and  who  does  reiide,  at  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment, charged  with  the  dutiea  of  a  corresponding  agent 
of  the  banks  by  which  he  is  employed ;  but  it  does  not 
appear  that  he  is  clothed  by  these  banks  with  any  authority 
whatever  to  transact  their  business  with  or  at  the  Treasu- 
ly  Department ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  proved,  by  the  testi- 
mony of  Mr.  Woodbury,  Mr.  Whitney,  several  clerks  of 
the  Treasury  Department,  and  the  officers  of  the  various 
deposite  bonks,  that  the  agent  has  no  such  authority.    For 
the  correctness  of  this  conclasioD,  the  committee  refers  to 
the  answer  of  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury  of  the  11  th 
January  last,  to  their  resolution  of  the  7th  of  the  same 
month,  on  the  4th  page  of  the  journal,  and  his  parole  ex- 
amination ;  to  the  testimony  of  McCltntock  Young,  page 
96,  8d  paragraph  of  his  answer  to  the  1st  interrogatory  ;  of 
James  Howard,  president,  and  James  L.  Hawkins,  cashier, 
of  the  Franklin  Bank  of  Baltimore,  page  180,  in  which 
they  say :  **  The  entire  htmneti  of  the  bank  with  that 
Department  ha»  uniformly  been  transacted  by  its  preei" 
dent  or  eaahier^  directly  with  the  Secretary  at  the  head  of 
the  Department,  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  or 
one  of  the  legeUly  constituted  officers  of  that  Department,*' 
The  testimony  of  Hugh  W.  Evans,  president,  and  Robert 
Mickle,  cashier,  of  the  Union  Bank  of  Maryland ;  in  their 
1st  and  36th  answen^  P^ge  13'  *&d  133,  they  say :  *<  The 
Union  Bank  of  Maryland  has  never  employed  any  agents 
to  transact  business  with  the  Treasury  Department,  having 
always  corresponded  directly  with  it,  touching  its  employ- 
ment as  a  deposite  bank. "    The  testimony  of  James  Schott, 
president  of  the  Girard  Bank,  of  Philadelphia ;  on  journal, 
page  160,  he  says :  <'  He  is  vested  with  no  auUiority  what- 
ever to  act  on  any  subject,  or  on  any  occasion,  on  bdialf 
of  the  bank,  in  relation  to  its  business,**    The  testimony 
ot  William  D.  Lewis,  cashier  of  said  bank ;  on  journal, 
page  162,  he  says :  « So  far  as  the  Girard  Bank  is  con- 
cerned, it  has  no  agent  at  the  seat  of  Government,  with  the 
powers  alluded  to.     The  whole  of  the  business  of  the  bank 
with  the  Treasury  Department,  since  it  has  been  a  deposi- 
tory of  the  public  money,  has  been  transacted  directly  by 
the  president  of  the  bank  and  myself. "    Again,  page  154, 
8th  answer,  he  says :  «  The  business  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment with  the  Girard  Bank  is  not  conducted  through 
the  agent  at  Washington."     The  testimony  of  George 
Newbold,  president  of  the  Bank  of  America ;  on  journal, 
page  160,  he  says:  «To  the  Ist,  2d,  3d,  4th,  and  6th 
requisitions,  he  says  that  the  Bank  of  America  has  not,  at 
any  time,  employed  an  agent  at  the  seat  of  Government  to 
transact  its  business  with  the  Treasury  Department ;  it  has 
been  uniformly  and  wholly  transacted  by  the  bank,  directly 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  other  proper  and 
official  officen  of  the  Treasury  Department."     The  testi- 
mony of  Thomas  W.   Olcott,  president  of  the  Albany 
Farmera  and  Mechanics'  Bank ;  journal,  page  242,  he 
says :  **  All  business  transactions  between  that  Department 
and  (his  bank  are  direct ;  and  there  is  no  intermediate  organ 
or  agent  of  communication,  other  than  the  duly  acknowl- 
edged and  properly  constituted  officers  of  that  Department  *' 
Again,  on  page  243,  No  12  :    "Our  corresponding  agent 
may  advise  us,  and  suggest  matters  for  our  consideration, 
but  he  has  no  authority  for  our  instructions ;"  and  to  the 
concurring  testimony  of  William  Neil  and  J.  Delafield, 
president  and  cashier  of  the  Clinton  Bank  of  Columbus. 
The  force  uf  this  positive  testimony  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  many  of  the  deposite  banks  who  have 
employed  a  resident  agent  at  the  seat  of  Government,  is 
not  broken  by  the  adverse  testimony  of  a  single  depoeite 
bank,  or  a  single  witness  speaking  from  his  knowledge. 
The  committee,  therefore,  feel  themselves  fully  warranted 
in  the  condumon  that  the  deposite  banks,  or  any  of  thenii 


have  not,  hy  joint  or  several  contract,  employed  an  igcst, 
to  reside  at  the  seat  of  Government,  to  transact  their  bud- 
ness  at  the  Treasury  Department. 

In  coming  to  this  conclusion,  the  coronuttee  are  well  ip* 
prised,  from  the  evidence  before  them,  that  there  are  mom 
occasions  upon  which  some  of  the  deposite  banki,  throogii 
their  agent,  have  presented  some  suggestions  to  the  Tmi- 
ury  Department,  in  relation  to  the  publie  depoiitH,  and 
that  these  suggestions  have  received  a  respectful  coniidRi* 
tion,  and  perhaps  may  have  induced  some  action  on  the 
part  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  reference  to  th«D, 
such  as  the  business  referred  to  in  the  following  extract 
from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  wit: 

**  8.  The  names  of  the  banks  employing  said  igent  ir, 
with  the  few  exceptions  before  alluded  to,  unknown  to  hk 
except  by  rumor. 

«  Besides  the  Plantera*  Bank  at  Natchei,  and  the  Com- 
mercial Bank  at  Cincinnati,  copies  of  whose  correeponieocs 
have  already  been  furnished,  I  think  that  in  one  or  tv9 
cases  of  difference  of  opinion  as  to  claims  madebjtbf 
banks  through  their  agent,  and  in  those  alone,  a  writtni 
communication  was  shown  to  me  by  him,  concerning  the 
authority  confided  by  them."    [p.  18  of  journal.] 

And  the  evidence  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treswry,  con- 
tained in  his  answer  to  the  44th  question : 

<*  Question  44.  In  the  cases  alluded  to  in  your  repoitof 
the  1 1th  instant,  where  the  Plantera'  Bank,  Nslchei,  kA 
the  Commercial  Bank,  Cincinnati,  confided  authority  upon 
said  Whitney,  as  shown  to  you  in  a  written  commmia- 
tion,  what  was  that  authority ;  what  were  the  diim  a 
requests  made  by  him ;  what  was  the  case  of  the  Commer- 
cial Bank  at  New  Orleans  ? 

"  Answer.  I'he  cases  referred  to  in  my  report  of  the 
1 1th  instant,  where  differences  of  opinion  occnnvd,  tod  in 
authority  was  produced,  but  not  found  neeesnry  to  be 
filed,  were  those  of  the  Commercial  Bank  at  Cindnnttiwl 
the  Commeroial  Bank  at  New  Orleans.     I  mentioned  tbe 
Planters'  Bank  only  as  one  to  which  a  general  notice  M 
been  given,  and  was  on  file,  as  to  his  agency,  and  aeopr 
of  which  was  annexed.     The  particular  case  of  the  Com- 
mercial Bank  at  Cincinnati  was,  so  far  as  I  recollect,  i  let- 
ter which  he  held  in  his  hand  and  read,  wishinig  him  t) 
request  tbe  Department  to  change  the  place  to  which  wsr 
of  the  traiisfere  outstanding  against  it  were  to  be  m»ie> 
such  as  from  other  parts  of  Ohio  or  Kentucky  to  New  Or- 
leans or  Philadelphia,  and  stating  the  reasons  for  thereqneft 
to  be,  that  the  banks  in  Ohio  and  Kentucky  would  prol»- 
bly  demand  specie,  or  be  less  accommodating  as  to  psymcBts 
than  those  at  a  distance.     I  think  it  stated,  further,  thita 
extension  of  some  of  the  transfen  was  desirable,  if  the  D*' 
partment  could  conveniently  grant  it;  and  complained  tbst 
the  time  already  allowed  was  too  short    The  agent,  i^ 
urged  both  tiieso  requests,  assigning  similar  reasons;  aoo 
that  the  time  granted,  in  several  cases,  was  lesi  than  ttat 
formerly  allowed,  under  like  circumstances^  to  the  Unit^ 
States  Bank  to  make  transfers.     I  declined  to  change  IM 
places  from  Ohio  and  Kentucky,  as  requested,  be6ie«^ 
under  the  late  deposite  law,  I  felt  bound  to  confine  to  tiv 
neighborhood  those  particular  transfen  till  about  vofn^ 
enough  was  placed  in  Ohio  and  Kentucky  to  meet  totf 
share  of  the  anticipated  division  of  the  saiplne  ud  ^ 
current  expenditures,  rather  than  send  it  to  a  distance;  bat 
the  time  for  some  of  the  tranafers,  which  seemed  too  eboit, 
I  proposed  to  extend  as  long  as  seemed  to  be  proper,  nt, 
however,  declined  taking  such  extension  in  behalf  <»  utf 
bank,  unless  I  could  make  it  longer,  thinking  it  wooM  not 
be  useful  so  litde  extended ;  and,  therefore,  I  wrote  to  U|< 
bank  itself  what  had  been  proposed  to  him,  and  his  dcdt- 
ning  it;  and  ^at  I  should,  notwithstanding,  give  tbee^ 
tension  which  to  me  aeemed  suitable;  and  the  banh,  uo 
accepting  it,  might  pay  the  money  over  at  the  time  onji* 
nally  fixed.    In  respect  to  the  Commercial  Bank  ^  ^^ 
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Orleans,  th«  ftpplication  by  the  agent  was,  according  to 
my  reeoUectian,  whh  a  letter,  setting  out  that  the  Depart- 
ment had,  bj  transfers  and  warrants,  drawn  oat,  or  propo- 
sed to  draw  out,  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  public  money  in  its 
possescioD,  and  wishing  him  to  request  it  to  revoke  some 
of  the  transfers,  and  possibly  to  postpone  some  to  a  much 
later  day,  if  none  could  be  revoked.     I  informed  him  that 
the  bank  must  be  in  error,  as,  before  signing  a  transfer,  or 
sending  one,  I  was  always  careful  to  see  that  it  would  not 
redace  a  bank  too  low.    I  sent  for  the  clerk  who  bad  charge 
of  the  subject,  and  examined  into  it  critically ;  and  decli- 
ned to  revoke  any  of  them,  as  I  felt  satisfied  that  ^e  bank 
and  its  agent  considered  \he  money  the  bank  had  been  no- 
tified it  would  probably  be  called  on  to  pay  the  State  of 
Louisiana  during  1837,  but  for  which  no  transfers  had 
then  been  issued ;  and  which,  I  told  him,  would  not  be 
issued  when  the  time  of  payment  arrived,  provided  the 
bank  shoukl,  before  that  time,  be  drawn  down  too  low.    I 
informed  him,  also,  that  the  bank  had,  by  mistake,  inclu- 
ded one  transfer,  in  order  to  make  out  its  case,  which  had 
never  been  issued,  according  to  our  records ;  and,  hence, 
I  could  not  revoke  any  that  had  been  issued.     He  seemed 
to  be  satisfied  that  the  bank  was  right.     Whether  any  ex- 
tension of  time  were  given  in  this  case,  I  do  not  remember, 
but  know  that  none  were  given  beyond  the  period  of  the 
qnaiterly  payments  to  the  States,  for  which  purpose  these 
transfers  had  been  seasonably  ordered."  [Pages  59  and  60 
of  journal.] 

Bat  these  occasions,  so  far  as  disclosed  by  the  evidence, 
bave  been  rare,  and  not  incompatible  with  tiie  general  con- 
clusion to  which  the  committee  has  arrived. 

In  instituting  this  agency,  the  committee  cannot  perceive 
that  the  banks  have  violated  any  principle,  either  legal  or 
moral,  or  violated  their  compact  with  the  Government  con- 
ititoting  them  depositories  of  the  public  money.  The  sev- 
!ral  deposite  banks,  with  the  exception  of  the  Bank  of  the 
tfetropojis,  in  this  District,  received  their  charters  from 
he  several  State  Governments  in  which  they  are  located, 
ind  are  responsible  to  their  several  State  authorities  only ; 
hey  have  the  undoubted  right  to  institute  agencies  at  their 
'^n  expense,  at  any  place,  to  transact  any  lawful  business, 
ritboat  restriction  on  the  part  of  this  Government.  If  they, 
V  any  of  them,  have  instituted  an  agency  incompatible 
nth  the  interests  of  the  Government,  or  in  violation  of 
beir  compact,  the  only  remedy  in  the  hands  of  this  Gov- 
mment  is,  in  the  first  case,  to  discontinue  the  offensive 
anks  as  public  depositories,  and,  in  the  second,  to  seek 
idress,  through  the  proper  judicial  tribunals,  for  any  injury 
istained.  The  committee  does  not  perceive  that  any  part 
fthe  compact  between  the  Treasury  Department  and  the 
iveral  deposits  banks  prohibits  the  institution  of  such  an 
^ncy,  and  consequently  that  said  agency  is  not  in  viola- 
3n  of  it  If  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  has  the 
>wpr  to  restrict  the  institution  of  lawful  agencies  on  the 
irt  of  banks  deriving  their  powers  from  State  authorities, 
«y  would  have  the  same  power  to  restrict  individual 
[encies,  and  extend  its  powers  into  all  the  ramifications  of 
cial  intercourse,  however  private  and  confidential,  and 
ould  them  to  its  own  views  of  propriety  or  purposes  of 
*wer — a  claim  so  startling,  from  its  enormity,  as  to  ex- 
ude even  a  moment's  consideration  as  to  its  existence. 
It  will  be  here  proper  to  remark  that  Reuben  M.  Whit- 
^  is  the  agent  of  most  of  the  deposite  banks  which 
nploy  one;  but  that  one  or  two  of  them  have  other 
ents,  whose  names  the  committee  deems  it  unnecessary 
mention. 

The  second  subject  of  inquiry  directed  to  the  committee 
What  is  the  character  of  the  husinesa  said  agent  is  em- 
7Ved  to  trofisactf  and  wnat  compensation  he  receives  ? 
The  committee,  in  responding  to  this  inquiry,  cannot  do 
more  intelligibly  or  more  accurately  than  by  employing 
I  language  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  of  the 


various  officers  of  the  deposite  banks  employing  said  agent, 
who  have  testified  upon  this  occasion,  and  who  describe 
the  character  of  the  agency  referred  to.  The  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  in  his  response  to  the  resolution  of  the  com- 
mittee, before  referred  to,  says : 

<<  I  know  nothing  with  accuracy,  beyond  what  has  already 
been  stated,  as  to  the  duties  he  is  to  discharge  for  those 
banks  which  employ  him.  But  I  presume,  as  just  inti- 
mated, it  is  to  communicate  the  earliest  information  on  all 
subjects  he  may  suppose  to  affect  their  interests,  whether 
as  public  depositories  or  private  banking  institutions ;  to 
give  his  advice  and  aid  when  called  for,  or  deemed  useful 
in  the  transaction  of  their  business  of  either  character ;  to 
be  the  organ,  at  times,  of  presenting  their  wishes  to  the 
Department,  in  respect  to  subjects  connected  with  their 
public  obligations;  and  to  procu^  here  and  communi- 
cate the  best  intelligence  in  his  power  on  the  state  of  the 
money  market  at  home  or  abroad ;  on  the  condition  of  the 
currency  and  of  the  exchanges;  and  on  the  supposed 
legislation  likely  to  happen  in  Congress,  either  as  to  the 
banks  themselves  or  as  to  heary  appropriations  to  be  paid 
by  them ;  and,  in  fine,  on  any  other  topic  which  he  may 
consider  interesting  or  beneficial  to  his  employers.'* 

In  the  same  report,  and  in  the  testimony  of  the  Secre- 
tary, the  same  description  of  the  business  of  said  agency  is 
substantially  given,  perhaps  in  a  mere  minute  and  expand- 
ed form,  to  which  the  House  is  respectfully  referred. 

The  testimony  of  James  Schott,  president  of  the  Girard 
Bank,  sutes :  **  That  the  Girard  Bank  has  had,  and  still 
has,  an  agent,  who  resides  at  Washington,  whose  duty  it 
is  to  communicate  to  his  principal  whatever  information  he 
may  obtain  touching  the  interest  of  the  bank,  and  having  a 
bearing  upon  its  safe,  useful,  and  profitable  management.*' 
The  preamble  and  resolutions  of  the  Bank  of  America,  on 
page  161,  are  also  descriptive  of  said  agency  : 

*<  Whereas  the  opinion  has  been  entertained  and  ex- 
pressed that  the  interests  of  this  bank,  and  the  other  banks 
in  this  city,  as  well  as  the  interests  of  the  commercial  com- 
munity, may  be  promoted  by  the  employment  of  a  suitable 
person,  resident  at  Washington,  to  act  as  agent  for  the  three 
deposite  banks  in  this  city,  to  obtain  and  communicate  to 
them,  with  the  full  consent  and  approbation  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  seasonable  information  from  time  to 
time,  on  the  following  points,  as  well  as  other  general  or 
particular  information,  which  may  be  useful  and  proper  to 
communicate,  viz : 

'*  The  amount  of  revenue  receivable  at  New  York  for  a 
period  of  two  or  three  months  to  come. 

"The  amount,  or  probable  amount,  of  public  money  td 
be  disbursed  here,  or  the  amount  that  the  three  deposite 
banks  in  New  York  may  be  called  upon  to  pay  for  that 
purpose,  and  for  a  like  period.  *" 

**  The  amount  of  public  money  that  they  may  probably 
be  required  to  transfer,  and  the  time  when  and  the  place 
or  places  where  the  transfers  are  to  be  made. 

"  Therefore,  resolved,  That  the  president  and  cashier 
of  this  bank  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized,  in  co- 
operation and  conjunction  with  the  two  other  deposite 
banks  of  this  city,  or  with  the  presidents  and  cashiers  there- 
of, to  a])point  such  person  as  they  may  deem  suitable  and 
proper  to  act  as  agent  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  to 
agree  to  make  the  said  agent  suitable  compensation  for  his 
services :  Provided,  That  the  amount  to  be  paid  him  by  this 
bank  shall  not  exceed  the  sura  of  six  hundred  dollars  per 
annum." 

In  the  testimony  of  James  Dodd  and  William  T.  Hook- 
er, president  and  cashier  of  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics' 
Dank  of  Connecticut,  this  agency  is  thus  described  :  '<  To 
the  23d  we  answer,  that  K.  M.  Whitney,  Esq.  was  the 
agent  of  this  irutitution  at  Washington,  as  will  appear  by 
the  documents  hereto  annexed,  and  on  the  terms  therein 
specified,  from  whom  we  expected,  and  occasionally  re- 
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ceived,  printed  statements  showing  the  condition  of  the 
deposite  banks,  and  aid  (in  case  we  should  derive  it  through 
him)  in  obtaining  from  the  Treasury  Department  further 
sums  on  deposite,  with  a  view  to  a  full  remuneration  for  the 
business  done  by  this  institution  for  the  Government."  They 
further  state,  page  242:  <'To  the  30th  interrogatory  we 
answer,  that  no  particular  powers  or  duties  were,  by  this 
institution,  confided  to  Mr,  Whitney.  It  was  expected 
thst  the  institution  might  be  be  benefited  by  the  commu- 
nication of  such  information  as  he  might  from  time  to  time 

possess." 

The  testimony  of  Thomas  W.  Oicott,  president  of  the 
Albany  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank,  page  243,  states : 
*<Our  corresponding  agent  may  advise  us,  and  suggest 
matters  for  our  consideration,  but  he  has  no  authority  to 
issue  instructions  for  our  government. 

With  the  testimony  referred  to,  the  testimony  of  the  of- 
ficers of  all  the  deposite  banks  employing  said  agent,  which 
has  been  taken,  accords  in  their  statements  of  the  business 
which  said  ageut  is  employed  to  transact.  Taking  the 
whole  of  the  testimony  referred  to  in  reference  to  this 
branch  of  the  inquiry,  in  connexion  with  that  in  reference 
to  the  previous,  it  is  obvious  that  said  agent  is  not  only  not 
clothed  witii  authority  to  transact  the  business  of  the  depos- 
its banks  with  the  Treasury  Department,  but  that  he  has 
no  authority  whatever  but  that  of  collecting  and  communi- 
csting  such  information  as  he  may  deem  important  to  the 
advancement  of  the  interests  of  the  banks  employing  him. 
The  committee  would  in  vain  look  into  the  testimony  for 
any  authority  imparted  to  this  agent,  by  the  banks  for  which 
be  acts  as  agent,  to  bind  them  in  any  business  transaction 
with  the  Treasury  Department  whatever,  of  however  in- 
significant a  character.  No  such  authori^  can  be  found 
in  the  correspondence  between  the  said  banks  and  the  De- 
partment ;  nor  can  it  be  found  in  any  paper  delivered  to 
the  agent,  so  far  as  has  been  disclosed  to  the  committee ; 
nor  can  it  be  found  in  the  correspondence  between  the 
banks  and  the  agent.  All  deny  it.  The  authority  to  make 
or  unmake  contracts  between  the  banks  and  the  Treasury 
Department,  and  to  regulate  their  fiscal  transactions,  would 
not  be  incautiously  or  inconsiderately  delegated,  because  it 
involves  consequences  oi  too  great  importance  to  be  care- 
lessly made ;  and  if  such  important  authority  had  been 
delegated  upon  the  present  occasion,  it  seems  to  the  com- 
mittee that  some  authentic  evidence  of  it  could  be  found, 
and  that  such  an  important  matter  would  not  be  left  to 
mere  inftrence  or  conjecture. 

The  deposite  banks,  having  the  uncontrollable  right  to 
•  institute  such  an  agency  as  this,  had  an  equally  uncontrol- 
lable right  to  select  such  agent  as  they  deemed  proper  and 
best  suited  to  promote  the  objects  they  had  in  view.  The 
committee,  therefore,  deem  it  unnecessary  and  improper, 
in  responding  to  this  inquiry,  to  say  any  thing  as  to  the 
character  or  qualifications  of  the  agent. 

The  great  advantages  which  would  accrue  to  the  deposite 
banks  in  the  existence  of  auch  an  agency  at  the  seat  of 
Government,  conducted  by  a  competent  agent,  must  be 
obvious  to  every  mind.  The  Treasury  Department  is  in 
the  weekly  receipt  of  statements  of  the  condition  of  the  de- 
posite banks,  of  commercial  information  from  every  quar- 
ter, and  is  daily  drawing  drafts  on  the  various  deposite 
banks,  to  meet  the  obligations  of  the  Government.  It  can- 
not be  doubted  that  certain  and  early  information  upon 
Uiese  subjects,  afiectiiig  as  they  do  almost  every  branch  of 
business  in  the  community,  must  be  of  very  great  impor- 
tance to  these  institutions,  enabling  them,  as  it  will  do,  to 
make  suital)Ie  preparations  for  such  demands  as  may  be 
made  upon  them. 

The  committee  has  not  been  able,  from  the  testimony 
before  them,  to  detect  a  single  instance  in  which  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  has  imparted  to  the  agent  informa- 
Uon  incompatible  with  the  strictest  propriety  or  the  public 


interest ;  the  same  means  of  infiinnation  have  beeatSbri- 
ed  him  which  are  accessible  to  all  agenti  of  sny  chtnda, 
of  whom  there  are  many,  or  any  citizen  who  msj  deonit 

The  committee  does  not  doubt  that  the  iostitotioa  of  the 
agency  referred  to  was  the  result  of  the  selsctioa  of  the  de- 
posite banks  as  the  fiscal  agents  of  the  Govenime&t, 
nearly  if  not  all  the  inducements  to  establish  luch  u 
agency  would  not  have  existed,  had  it  not  been  ibr  tliii 
fiust.  Washington  city,  in  a  mere  commercial  poiat  d 
view,  would,  perhaps,  have  been  the  veiv  last  dty  in  tiit 
Union  in  which  such  an  agency  would  have  been  v^ 
Ushed,  but  for  the  connexion  which  the  selection  of  dm 
banks,  as  public  depositories,  produced  one  among  iDothc, 
and  with  the  Treasury  Department;  hence,  the  comisitH 
feel  no  hesitation  in  asserting  the  <^inion  that  this  agesfj 
was  produced  by  the  fiscal  relations  between  the  depgatt 
banks  and  the  Government 

The  compensation  which  the  sigent  reoeivcs  depends  es- 
tirely  upon  the  discretion  of  the  banks  which  emploj  his. 
it  has  hitherto  varied  from  $4,000  to  $7,000,  ai  £ir  ai  aa 
be  ascertained  from  the  evidence  before  the  committee.  Ai 
no  part  of  the  compensation  paid  by  the  banks  ii  chvgtt- 
bie  upon  or  reimbursed  by  the  Government,  the  comiait- 
tee  has  not  deemed  it  necessary  to  make  a  very  accurate  et 
timate.  The  banks  having  the  undoubted  right  to  disp» 
of  their  own  money  in  Uidr  own  way,  and  upon  vx^^ 
jects  as  they  choose,  the  committee  deems  any  funheiK- 
sponse  to  tMs  branch  of  the  inquiry  unnecemiy. 

The  third  inquiry  is.  Whether  sueh  agent  Adi  ken  e- 
ployed  at  the  request  or  through  the  procurement  cj  i^ 
Treasury  Department  ? 

In  responding  to  this  inquiiy,  it  will  be  proper  to  rtiart 
that  the  original  scheme,  after  the  removal  of  the  f^ 
depositee  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes,  was,  ui  csi 
ate  a  bureau  in  the  Treasury  Department,  having  epec^ 
charge  of  the  correspondence  and  transactions  between  w 
deposite  banks  and  the  Treasury  Department 

The  character  of  the  proposed  scheme  is  contained  is  i 
letter  addressed  by  the  Girard  Bank,  the  Manhatun  Z^^ 
pany,  the  Mechanics'  Bank,  the  Bank  of  Ameiic^  u 
Commonwealth  and  Merchanta'  Banks,  Boston,  to  K^ 
B.  Taney,  the  predecessor  of  the  present  ineumbeotofu 
Treasury  Department,  to  which  reference  oiay  be  &»•• 
and  it  is  in  these  words : 

To  the  Hon.  R.  B.  Taitst, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Washington 

Sir :  The  contract  between  the  8Uto  bsnki  vA'^ 
Department  over  which  you  preside,  in  relation  to  the  cs- 
lection  and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue,  asim- 
plates  the  appointment,  and  stipulates  for  the  payment,^ 
the  said  banks,  of  an  agent  or  agents,  as  well  as  the  F? 
ment  of  all  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  Departioest^ 
sing  out  of  the  late  transfer  of  the  public  business  to  oai 
institutions.  We  deem  it  of  the  utmost  importance  to » 
permanent  success  of  the  measure,  that  a  uniform  s^^ 
of  operations  should  be  adopted  by  all  the  ^^^ 
may  be  selected  by  the  Government  as  its  fiscal  i^ 
In  proportion  as  this  system  shall  be  well  digested  8r»^ 
ecuted  will  be  the  soundness  smd  equality  of  ^^ 
throughout  the  Union,  of  the  circulating  f^^^'Jl 
upon  it  will  depend  the  degree  of  convenience  or  ^ 
venience  which  may  be  felt  by  the  public  in  oofu^'^' 
of  the  recent  change.  .,  ^ 

To  secure  these  important  objects,  groat  vigilance  '^-' 
required.     The  operations  of  the  selected  *»J»^*jJ^ 
specially  and  carefully  observed,  partieulariy  in  re^ 


per  at  tne  remote  points  ,- --  ^ 

natural  current  of  trade.     We  consider  that  tbei«  ^ 
strong  analogy  between  the  Bank  of  the  United  Stet« 
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Its  branchei^  m  at  preMDt  organized,  and  the  Treaaary  and 
iu  wlected  bank  agents,  when  the  selection  and  appoint- 
ment shall  be  finally  completed.  The  business  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  is  confided  to  a  com- 
miltee  of  the  board  of  directors,  called  «the  committee  on 
the  branches ;"  and  one  department,  in  the  mother  bank,  is 
exclusively  charged  with  the  business  of  those  offices.  In 
this  department,  their  returns  are  received  and  examined, 
their  operations  inspected,  and  the  general  correspondence 
attended  to.  We  respectfully  suggest,  that  we  believe 
the  sacoeas  of  the  measure  now  in  progress  of  comple- 
tion will  be  much  promoted,  and  all  the  banks  employed 
essentially  benefited,  by  the  creation  of  a  bureau  in  the 
Treasury  Department  for  the  discharge  of  duties  of  a  sim- 
ilar character.  The  benefits  which  would  result  to  the 
banks  employed,  we  believe,  would  far  outweigh  any  con- 
sideration of  the  expense  which  it  might  occasion.  Prac- 
tical talent  would  be  most  effective,  and,  consequently, 
moat  serviceable. 

With  these  preliminary  observations,  we  most  respect- 
fully solicit  that  such  a  bureau  may  be  created  in  your  De- 
partment, and,  at  the  same  time,  we  take  the  liberty  to 
recommend,  aa  a  proper  person  to  take  charge  of  the  same, 
Mr.  R.  M.  Whitney,  of  Philadelphia,  who,  from  his  great 
attention  to  the  subject,  and  his  practical  knowledge  of 
finance  and  banking,  we  believe  to  he  in  every  way  qualified 
ntisfactorily  to  (Mrform,  under  your  supervision,  the  du- 
ties of  the  station.  Should  you  think  proper  to  adopt  our 
iQgge&tion,  and  appoint  Mr.  Whitney,  we  will  cheerfully 
contribute  our  portion  of  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars 
per  annum,  as  his  salary,  and  a  full  share  of  all  the  other 
expenses  which,  in  your  opinion,  may  be  necessary  to  give 
effect  to  this  project,  aiisbg  eiUier  from  the  appointment 
^i  an  additional  agent  or  agents,  or  from  any  other  ar- 
rangements which  may  be  deemed  expedient  by  you.  ^ 

We  have  the  honor  to  remain,  most  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servants— 

On  behalf  of  the  Girard  Bank,  Philadelphia,  October  3, 
1633.    By  order  of  the  board  of  directors. 

W.  D.  LEWIS,  CiuhUr. 

On  behalf  of  the  Manhattan  Company,  New  York,  Octo- 
«r  7,  1933.     By  order  of  the  board  of  directors. 

ROBERT  WHITE,  CosAier. 

On  behalf  of  the  Mechanics'  Bank,  New  York.  By  order 
r  the  board  of  directors. 

H.  BALDWIN,  Caahier, 

Without  the  expression  of  any  opinion  in  relation  to  the 
'preliminary  obseryations,"  on  behalf  of  the  Bank  of 
merica.  New  Yorfc»  October  8,  1833.  By  order  of  the 
E»«fd  of  directors. 

J.  TAYLOR,  Cfl#Ai>r. 

On  behalf  of  the  Commonwealth  Bank,  Boston,  Octo- 
1 10,  1838.     By  order  of  the  directors. 

CHARLES  HOOD,  CoMlUer. 

On  behalf  of  the  MerchanU'  Bank,  Boston,  October  18, 
l^<    By  order  of  the  board  of  directors. 

FRANKLIN  HAVEN,  Ciuhier, 

;Mr.  Taney  did  not  feel  himself  authorixed  to  establish 
^  a  bureau  in  the  Department.  On  the  4th  of  Novem- 
K  1631,  Reuben  M.  Whitne;^  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
Went  Secretary,  in  the  following  terms: 

I  Wasmikotox,  November  4,  1834, 

%  R  :  The  cc  Joaed  letter,  signed  by  the  deposite  banks 
[FhiiaJclpbia,  New  York,  and  Boston,  addressed  to  the 
It  B.  Taney,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  was  com- 
ucated  to  him  in  October  of  last  year. 
it  that  time  it  was  deemed  best  to  defer  acting  upon  it 
after  the  meeting  of  Congress.     That  body  met  and 
imed,  without  any  definitive  legislation  upon  the  sob- 
of  the  deposite  banks.     The  same,  we  have  good  rea- 
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sons  to  suppose,  will  be  the  result  of  the  approaching  ses- 
sion, if  renewed  legislation  shall  be  proposied.  It  is  the 
opinion  of  many  well-informed  persons,  that  the  public  in- 
terests, as  well  as  those  of  the  deposite  banks,  will  be  great- 
ly promoted  at  this  time  by  the  aid  and  action  of  a  central 
agency,  established  ugon  some  principle,  particularly  in 
relation  to  organizing  and  permanently  establishing  a  sys- 
tem of  domestic  exchanges  throughout  the  country,  with 
which  its  general  interests  and  that  of  the  currency  are  so 
deeply  connected. 

In  many  other  respects,  it  is  believed  that  such  an  agen- 
cy will  be  equally  beneficial. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing,  herewith,  the  letter  con- 
taining the  suggestions  of  the  deposite  banks  before  alluded 
to,  for  your  consideration,  or  adoption  of  any  course  which 
you  may  think  proper  in  relation  to  the  same. 

I  am,  with  respect,  your  most  ol^edient  servant, 

R.  M.  WHITNEY. 

Hon.  LxYi  WooDDuar, 

Secretary  of  the  Treaeury,   Waahington. 

Enclosing  the  foregoing  letter  to  him  for  consideration ; 
to  this  letter  the  Secretary  addressed,  on  the  succeeding 
day,  a  reply  in  these  words : 

TaSASUBT  DXPARTXZVT, 

November  5^  1634. 

Sib  :  Your  communication,  addressed  to  my  predeces- 
sor, has  been  perused  by  me,  and,  in  reply,  I  would  observe 
that  my  own  views  in  relation  to  its  contents  correspond,  it 
is  believed,  substantially,  with  those  entertained  by  him. 
But  though  we  both  have  been  satisfied  that,  under  the 
present  laws  and  appropriations  applicable  to  the  Treasury 
Department,  no  such  agency  as  that  proposed  can  be  estab- 
lished by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  yet  it  must  be  ob- 
vious that  the  selected  banks  themselves  might,  in  a  fiscal 
and  commercial  view,  derive  great  advantage  from  the  ser- 
vices and  correspondence  of  an  agent  of  their  own,  resident 
in  this  city,  and  devoting  special  attention  to  their  interests. 
I  hardly  need  -assure  you  that,  in  respect  to  information  in 
the  possession  of  this  Department,  which  might  be  deemed 
useful,  and  which  could  be  furnished  without  detriment  to 
the  public  welfare,  it  would  at  all  times  be  cheerfully  given 
to  any  such  agent  of  any  of*  the  selected  banks. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY. 
Secretary  of  the  Dreasury, 

R.  M.  Whitxet,  Esq.,  Washington, 

This  is  the  only  act  of  the  present  Secretary,  adduced 
in  evidence,  which  can  possibly  be  construed  into  a  recom- 
mendation or  procurement  of  said  agency  in  any  form. 
This  letter  is  a  reply  to  another  in  which  the  propriety  of 
a  bureau,  or  some  agency  charged  with  such  duties  as  are 
described  in  the  letter  from  the  banks,  is  recommended  for 
the  consideration  and  approhation  of  the  Secretary.  The 
Secretary,  in  this  reply,  expresses  the  same  opinion  which 
had  'been  expressed  by  Mr.  Taney;  that  the  Department 
had  no  auUiority  to  establish  such  an  agency ;  but  that  the 
selected  banks  themselves  might,  at  their  own  expense,  es- 
tablish such  an  agency;  and  that,  in  a  fiscal  and  commer- 
cial point  of  view,  they  (not  the  Department])  would  evi- 
dently derive  great  advantages  from  it.  This  subject  of 
this  agency  did  not  originate  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury ;  it  was  proposed  by  the  banks  themselves ;  the 
Secretary  merely  expressed  an  opinion  that,  in  a  6scal  and 
commercial  point  of  view,  such  an  agency  would  be  advan- 
tageous to  the  banks,  without,  in  a  single  sentence,  recom- 
mending to  the  bankd  the  establishment  of  the  agency,  but 
leaving  them  to  determine  upon  its  propriety,  according  to 
their  own  discretion.  It  is  true,  the  Secretary,  in  his  rcply^ 
assures  Mr.  Whitney  that  he  will  cheerfully  afford  any  in- 
formation within  his  power,  not  incompatible  with  the  pub- 
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lie  service,  to  any  agent  who  may  be  selected  by  the  banks, 
if  such  an  agency  "be  established ;  but  does  not,  in  a  single 
word,  urge  them  to  adopt  the  measure.  There  was  no  ne- 
cessity for  any  recommendation  or  procurement  of  such  an 
agency,  on  the  part  of  the  Secretary  ;  for  the  most  impor- 
tant deposite  banks  were  already  aware  of  the  advantage 
of  such  an  agency,  and  were  actually  seeking  its  establish- 
ment. How  far  this  letter  can  be  construe-d  into  a  recom- 
mendation of  R.  M.  Whitney,  the  committee  will  leave 
the  public  to  judge ;  for,  although  the  very  letter  which 
was  enclosed  by  Mr.  Whitney  from  the  banks  contained  a 
strong  recommendation  of  him,  yet  the  Secretary  does  not 
employ  a  single  word  of  recommendation  in  the  reply.  It 
is  true,  Mr.  Whitney  used  this  letter  as  a  tetter  of  recom- 
mendation, and  it  is  true  some  of  the  deposite  banks  were 
induced  by  that  letter  to  appoint  Mr.  Whitney  their  agent, 
believing  it  compatible  with  the  views  of  the  Department ; 
but  the  Secretary  is  not  responsible  for  any  misconstruc- 
tion of  this  letter ;  his  motive  in  writing  the  letter  is  one 
thing,  and  the  construction  of  it  by  others  another.  It  was 
addressed  to  Mr.  Whitney,  and  not  to  the  banks.  The  let- 
ter must  speak  for  itself,  and  aiford  its  own  true  construction. 

Apart  from  the  letter  referred  to,  the  evidence  of  Mr. 
Woodbury  and  the  deposite  banks  all  proves  most  decided- 
ly that  there  was  neither  recommendation  nor  procurement 
of  the  agency  or  the  agent,  on  the  part  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  ;  all  concur  in  denying  it  in  the  most  une- 
quivocal terms.  If  any  further  proof  of  the  justice  of  tliis 
conclusion  were  necessary,  it  will  be  found  in  the  fact  that 
in  the  new  contracts  with  the  deposite  banks,  under  the  act 
of  the  last  session,  and  all  the  correspondence  upon  the 
subject,  not  a  single  expression  is  to  bo  found  in  leference 
to  this  agency  or  this  agent ;  because,  as  is  stated  by  the 
Secretary,  it  is  of  no  advantage  to  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, and  does  not,  in  the  slightest  degree,  lessen  its  la- 
bors growing  out  of  the  deposite  system. 

The  fourth  inquiry  is :  Whether  the  business  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  ^ih  said  banks,  is  c(mduetcd 
through  the  said  agent  ?  The  committee  need  only  refer 
to  the  report  of  the  1 1  tli  of  January,,  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  the  evidence  already  adduced,  to  prove 
that  the  business  of  the  Treasury  Department  with  the  de- 
posite banks  is  not  conducted  through  said  agent.  In  addi- 
tion to  this,  the  committee  would  refer  to  the  evidence  of 
several  of  the  clerks  of  tRe  Department  who  have  been  ex- 
ami^ied,  and  testify  that  the  business  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment with  the  deposite  banks  is  conducted  directly  with 
the  banks  themselves.  All  the  correspondence  produced 
is  directly  between  the  Department  and  the  banks,  without 
the  intervention  of  an  agent.  The  committee,  therefore, 
respond  to  this  inquiry,  that  the  business  of  the  Treasury 
Department  with  the  deposite  banks  is  not  conducted 
tlirough  said  agent. 

The  fifth  inquiry  is :  Whether,  in  the  trantaction  of  any 
business  confided  to  said  agent,  he  receives  any  compen- 
.nation  from  the  Treasury  Department  ?  The  testimony 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  agent  himself,  and 
of  all  the  banks  employing  the  agent,  concurs  in  proving 
that  the  said  agent  receives  not  a  cent  from  the  Treasury 
Department  for  any  services  whatever.  In  the  whole  mass 
of  ihe  immense  volume  of  testimony  which  has  been  taken, 
there  is  not  the  slightest  circumstance  to  create  even  a  sus- 
picion that  the  agent  receives  any  compensation  from  the 
Treasury  Department.  It  may  be  argued,  but  your  com- 
mittee think  without  reasonable  propriety,  that  but  for  the 
fiscal  relations  of  ihe  banks  and  the  Government,  growing 
out  of  their  selection  as  public  depositories,  the  agent  would 
not  have  been  appointed ;  and  although  Uie  agent  receives 
no  compensation  directly,  yet  the  salary  which  he  receives 
is  indirectly  from  the  Treasury  Department.  The  commit- 
tee regard  this  argument  as  too  far  fetched.  The  selection 
of  ^he  principal  deposite  banks  as  public  depositories  ne- 


cessarily increased  their  business  and  enlarged  their  ipbetv 
of  operations.  One  of  the  increased  expenditures  wkidi  thej 
incur,  growing  out  of  their  increased  busineaB^  and  the 
profits  to  be  derived  from  it,  is  this  agency ;  the  expense  u 
incurred  from  their  own  means,  and  cannot  be  charged 
even  indirectly  to  the  Department  They  owed  it  to  them- 
selves to  turn  their  fiscal  relations  with  the  Grovemment  to 
the  best  advantage,  and  roust  necessarily  incar  the  iDcieas- 
ed  expenditure  growing  out  of  it  The  committee,  there- 
fore, confidently  respond  that  the  agent  receives  bo  coD' 
pensation  whatever,  ei&er  directly  or  indirectly,  from  the 
Treasury  Department. 

The  committee  might  here  clone  their  report,  and  confi- 
dently submit  the  truth  of  the  conclusions  to  whidi  they 
have  arrived  to  the   House  of  Representatives  end  the 
American  people,  but  they  do  not  feel  themselves  ju«dfi«d 
in  concluding  their  report  without  adverting  to  two  siuglf 
subjects,  about  which  the  public  mind  is  misinfonDed  m\ 
its  judgment  misled.     It  has  been  frequently  said  that  R 
M.  Whitney,  the  agent  of  the  d<^po8ite  banks,  oonpiea  a 
room  in  the  Treasury  building.     It  is  true  thtl  Mr.  Whh 
ney  occupies  a  room  in  the  same  block  of  buildings  wii^ 
the  Treasury  Department,  and  under  the  same  roof;  8»! 
from  this  fact,  without  a  knowledge  of  the  whole  tnith,  thf 
suspicions  of  many  have  been  excited  that  Mr.  Whitnej 
was  in  the  employment  of  the  Treasury  Department.    Tbe 
fact,  however,  is,  that  the  building  used  by  the  Treifiinr 
Department  is  individual  property,  and  hired  by  the  Go*- 
cmment     The  room  occupied  by  Mr.  Whitney  is  hl'e^- 
by  him  directly  from  the  owner,  without  any  reference  t: 
the  Treasury  Department  whatever. 

This  circumstance,  taken  in  connexion  with  the  ti:' 
that  two  or  three  series  of  circulars  of  Mr.  Whitney  to  eict 
of  the  deposite  banks,  one  to  each  of  the  public  receivfs, 
and  tabular  statements  of  the  condition  of  the  banks,  vbK3 
Mr.  Whitney  had  occasionally  prepared,  had  been  franksi 
by  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury,  was  calculated,  in  fr 
views  of  mariy,  to  induce  the  suspicion  which  has  been « 
luded  to.  The  committee,  without  any  farther  reman. 
annex  the  following  explanation,  given  by  the  Secrets:*' 
himself  during  his  examination  upon  this  subject. 

**  I  have  never,  knowingly,  fnmked  any  written  letter  :< 
Mr.  Whitney's,  or  allowed  him  to  use  my  frankiDg  pn^ 
lege  for  any  purpose ;  J)ut,  as  stated  in  one  of  my  fo"* 
replies,  on  one  occasion,  I  assented  to  his  request  to  &s«J 
a  printed  communication  on  public  matters  connected  wsJ^ 
the  arrangements  of  the  deposite  banks,  as  to  the  Icii^^^ 
paper  money  they  had  agreed  to  accept  and  credit  &s  && 
from  the  public  receivers  who  depositeid  with  them,  re«pf^ 
ively,  and  addressed  or  enclosed  only  to  the  public  on^ 
and  banks  employed  as  fiscal  and  public  agents  oi  the  v^- 
partment.    It  may  be,  also,  that  in  some  instances  tpnnif- 
tabular  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  pubKc  deposilcriP 
extracted  by  him  from  our  returns,  and  addressed  to  t^cs 
alone,   may  have  been  franked  by  me  ;  but  I  have  no  P 
ticular  recollection  of  any  such  case.     My  instnicueo*  ■• 
the  chief  clerk  are,  not  to  lay  before  me,  to  be  franked,  sp 
thing  but  letters  from  the  Department^  or  pab'»*^  *';'^, 
ments;  and  in  some  cases,  where  explained  and  thcogb- ' 
be  proper,  communications  on  public  subjects,  addreeefd  '* 
public  officer;?  connected  with  the  Department.    Ferhsp 
ought  to  add,  to  prevent  mistakes,  that  I  sometimes  \rs^ 
the  letters  of  the  bureaus,   and  occasionally  of  the  ^'^ 
Departments,  when  the  heads  of  them  Ilappen  to  be  »1«^ 
and  take  it  for  granted  that  they  are  proper  cxmm^^^ 
tions  to  be  franked,   without  making  special  inquinf ;  ^ 
also  presume  to  be  the  case  with  all  comraunicatiocs ; 
before  me  by  my  own  clerks,  under  the  general  inslrtfj^ 
and  usages  of  the  Department,   without  always  npt?'- 
them  or  reading  their  address."  [See  journal,  pp-  ^^'  ^\ 

And  that  of  Mr.  Whitney,  given  on  page  87,  nn-"^* 
35th  interrogatory : 
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The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  franked,  or  authorized 
to  be  franked,  two  or  three  of  the  circulars  furnished  to  the 
committee,  marked  A,  one  of  each  of  which  was  forwarded 
to  many,  if  not  all,  of  the  deposite  hanks ;  and  of  one  of 
tJi«m  a  cop;  was  sent  to  each  of  the  receivers,  also  franked 
by  him ;  also,  tables  showing  the  condition  of  the  deposite 
banks,  which  I  have  occasionally  prepared,  the  character  of 
which  was,  in  all  cases,  made  known  to  him,  on  the  papers 
themselves  being  first  shown  to  him.  Beyond  these  I  do 
not  recollect  that  he  has  ever  franked,  or  authorized  to  be 
frankeil,  any  communications  to  the  banks,  or  to  any  per- 
son whatever,  of  mine."     [See  journal,  pp.  87,  89.] 

The  committee  regards  this  explanation,  iho  truth  of 
which  is  sustained  by  other  officers  of  the  Department,  as 
entirely  satisfactory. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  operations  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, in  relation  to  the  public  deposites,  have  been  con- 
docted  with  a  view  to  political  party  considerations.     The 
evidence  before  the  committee  is,  that,  in  the  propositions 
to  select  one  or  two  banks  as  deposite  banks,  political  con- 
siderations have  been  urged  upon  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treas- 
ury, but  that  the  Secretary,  in  aU  cases,  either  repr<3ved  the 
attempt  or  treated  it  with  silence.     There  cannot  be  found 
one  single  instance^  in  the  evidence,  in  which  the  Secretary 
has  attempted  to  exert  such  influence.     The  operations  of , 
the  Department  in  relation  to  the  public  deposites  are  of  a 
very  difficult  and  delicate  character,  arising  from  the  im- 
mense amount  of  revenues,  the  various  and  distant  points 
at  which  it  is  collected,  the  number  of  banking  institutions 
in  which  it  is  deposited,  and  the  frequent  transfers  made 
necessaiy  by  the  deposite  act  of  the  last  session.     It  is  not 
to  be  expected  that  in  these  operations  entire  satisfaction 
will  be  given  to  all ;  and  it  is  quite  probable  that  dissatis- 
faction, arising  from  other  causes,  has  been  ascribed  to  po- 
litical feelings.     The  committee  are  entirely  satisfied  that 
Qo  just  cause  for  the  imputation  exists.     The  committee 
here  subjoin  the  statement  of  the  Secretary  upon  this  point  : 
*'In  the  mean  time,  the  inquiries  made  by  me  to  any 
persons  who  were  considered  by  me  capable  of  giving  cor- 
rect information^  were  directed  to  the  facts  and  considera- 
tions connected  'with  the  above  topics ;  and  the  information 
communicated  to  me  in  return,  and  that  communicated  vol- 
untarily, related  chiefly  to  the  above  topics.     But  I  have 
Qo  doubt  the  penons  making  those  communications  have, 
in  some  cases,  mentioned  political  circumstances  in  connex- 
ion with  this  subject,  and  in  general  as  opposed  to  the  pro- 
priety of  the  selection.     A  majority  of  the  stockholders  and 
^/Hcers  have  usually  been  stated  to  be,  when  any  thing  was 
iaid  in  respect  to  their  politics,  opposed  to  the  views  of 
:he  administration. 

^'I  have  no  recollection  of  any  particular  remarks  of  a 
>olitical,  character  made  by  him  or  others  on  this  point, 
>eyond  such  ones  as  are  above  described,  and  those  in  only 
I  very  few  cases. 

'*But,  always  deeming  it  my  duty  to  select  suitable 
•anks,  and  enough  in  number,  at  the  proper  points,  for 
be  safe  keeping  and  disbursing  of  the  public  money,  I  pro- 
dded, after  proper  inquiries  as  to  their  condition  and 
haracter,  to  select  those  above  named  on  those  accounts, 
nd  notwithstanding  atiy  objections  which  may  have  been 
rged  by  any  one,  of  a  political  character,  as  to  any  ot 
hem. 

**In  the  caaea  of  the  banks  in  North  Carolina  and 
^uth  Carolina,  as  well  as  Indiana,  Virginia,  and  Ken- 
icky,  and  the  three  banks  in  Pennsylvania,  the  selections 
ere  made  because  we  had  no  banks  whatever  in  those 
tates ;  and  the  others  were  selected  because,  in  two  in- 
:ances,  at  points  where  no  deposite  iMinks  existed,  and  in 
vo  where  additional  ones  appeared  to  be  required  by  the 
nportance  and  extent  of  the  public  business  to  be  trans- 
ited there,  and  after  full  investigation  of  their  ability  and 
tnesa  to  transact  the  public  business.*'  [See  journal,  p.  51.] 


In  the  examination  of  the  evidence,  it  will  be  perceived 
that  there  is  a  large  amount  of  negative  evidence,  going  to 
strengthen  the  positive  evidence  which  has  induced  the 
conclusions  to  which  the  committee  have  arrived. 

The  committee,  having  thus  briefly  examined  the  evi- 
dence pertinent  to  the  inquiries  directed  to  it,  have  adopt- 
ed and  report  the  following  resolutions : 

1.  Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  eommitteey  That  the 
several  banks  employed  for  the  deposite  of  the  public 
money  have  not  all,  or  any  of  them,  by  joint  or  several 
contract,  employed  an  agent  to  reside  at  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment, to  transact  their  business  with  the  Treasury 
Department. 

2.  Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  no 
agent  for  the  transaction  of  busmess  between  the  deposite 
banks  and  the  Treasury  Department  has  been  employed  at 
the  request,  or  through  the  procurement,  of  said  Depart- 
ment. 

3.  Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the 
business  of  the  deposite  banks  with  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment is  not  conducted  through  any  agent,  but  is  transacted 
directly  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  some  ofli- 
cer  of  the  Department. 

4.  Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  That  no 
agent,  in  any  way  connected  with  the  public  deposites, 
since  the  removal  of  ^  said  deposites  from  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  has  received  any  compensation  from  the 
Treasury  Department. 

6.  Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That 
several  of  the  deposite  banks  have  employed  an  agent  to 
reside  at  the  seAt  of  Government,  for  the  purpose  of  receiv-  ' 
ing  and  transmitting  information  affecting  the  interests  of 
said  banks,  both  from  the  Treasury  Department  and  other 
sources,  and  transmitting  public  documents.  That  agent 
is  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  who  receives  such  salary  from 
said  banks  as  they  annually  deem  his  services  worth. 

The  undersigned,  one  of  the  members  of  the  select  com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  whether  the  several  banks  em- 
ployed for  the  deposite  of  the  public  money  have  all,  or 
any  of  them,  employed  an  agent,  to  reside  at  the  seat  of 
Government,  to  transact  their  business  with  the  Treasury 
Department,  having  voted  against  two  of  the  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  committee,  on  which  their  report  is  based, 
and  believing  that  the  committee  have  drawn  erroneous 
conclusions  from  some  of  the  testimony  presented,  begs 
leave  briefly  to  submit  the  grounds  of  this  diflference,  and 
his  reasons  fornot  concurring  in  the  report  of  the  majority 
of  the  committee.  He  would  first  remark,  however,  that, 
agreeing  with  the  views  of  the  committee  in  the  greater 
part  of  their  report,  he  regrets  the  difference  of  opinion  on 
the  pouits  to  which  he  has  alluded. 

One  of  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the  committee,  to 
which  he  dissented,  is  in  the  following  words,  to  wit : 

**  Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  no 
agent,  for  the  transaction  of  business  between  the  the  de- 
posite banks  and  the  Treasury  Department,  has  been  em- 
ployed at  the  request,  or  through  the  procurement,  of  said 
Department.'' 

The  undersigned  is  of  opinion  that  the  letter  addressed 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  Reuben  M.  Whitney, 
on  the  6th  of  November,  as  follows : 

Trkasubt  Dxpaktmxnt, 

November  5,  1834. 

Sir  :  Your  communication,  addressed  to  my  predeces- 
sor, has  been  perused  by  me,  and,  in  reply,  I  would  ob- 
serve, t&at  my  own  views  in  relation  to  its  contents  cor- 
respond, it  is  believed,  substantially,  with  those  entertained 
by  him.  But  though  we  both  have  been  satisfied  that, 
under  the  present  laws  and  appropriations  applicable  to  the 
Treasury  Department,  no  such  agency  as  that  proposed 
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Agent  ofDtposiie  Banks, 


can  be  established  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  yet 
it  most  be  obyious  that  the  selected  hanks  themselves  might, 
in  a  fiscal  and  commercial  view,  derive  great  advantage 
from  the  services  and  correspondence  of  an  agent  of  their 
own,  resident  in  this  city,  and  devoting  special  attention  to 
their  interests.  I  hardly  need  assure  you  that,  in  respect 
to  information  in  the  possession  of  this  Department,  which 
might  be  deemed  useful,  and  which  could  be  fumbhed 
without  detriment  to  the  public  welfare,  it  would  at  all 
times  be  cheerfully  given  to  any  such  agent  of  any  of  the 
selected  banlts. 

I  am»  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

R.  M.  Wbitwjt,  Esq.,  Washington — 

and  which  was  used  by  the  said  Whitney  as  a  letter  of  rec- 
ommendation, did  procure  his' appointment  as  agent  to 
Bome  of  the  deposite  banks ;  and  that  the  said  banks  were 
induced  to  believe,  from  information  derived  from  the  said 
Whitney,  that  his  appointment  as  agent  to  the  said  banks 
was  desired  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The  anonymous  letter  ad- 
dressed to  some  of  the  banks,  recommending  said  Whitney 
in  the  following  terms:  «The  President  and  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  I  know,  view  the  subject  in  the  same  light 
that  I  do,  and  will  be  gratified  if  the  banks  will  establish 
such  as  agency;  and,  from  his  talent*,  experience,  and 
fidelity,  no  appointment  would  be  more  acceptable  to  them 
than  that  of  Mr.  Whitney,  who  has  already  been  rccom- 
/  mended  to  the  Department;"  which  said  letter  was  en- 
closed in  several  communications  written  by  Whitney  him- 
self to  various  banks,  soliciting  the  appointment  of  agent, 
containing  the  following  paragraph:  "With  this,  I  for- 
ward you  the  copy  of  a  letter  written  by  a  person  high  in 
the  confidence  of  the  Executive,  to  some  friends  in  New 
York  and  Bo8ton'*-^was,  in  itself,  sufficient  to  create  this 
impression.  But  other  testimony  going  to  establish  the 
fact  has  been  adduced.  Indeed,  the  officers  of  some  of  the 
banks  expressly  state  that,  in  appointing  the  said  Whit- 
ney, they  acted  under  this  impression.  Nor  is  it  to  be 
presumed,  from  the  objections  which  existed  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  R.  M.  Whitney  as  agent,  that  the  deposite 
banks  alluded  to  would  have  selected  him,  had  they  not 
been  induced  to  believe  that  his  appointment  was  desired 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  the  SecreUry  of 
the  Treasury. 

The  next  resolution  adopted  by  the  committee,  for 
which  he  did  not  vote,  is  as  follows : 

"Resolved,  as  the  opinion  of  this  committee.  That  the 
several  banks  employed  for  the  deposite  'of  the  public 
money  have  not  all,  or  any  of  them,  by  joint  or  several 
contract,  employed  an  agent,  to  reside  at  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ern meul^  *  to  transact  their  business  with  the  Treasury 
Department.  * " 

The  undersigned  is  of  opinion  that,  although  the  great 
mass  of  the  business  of  the  deposite  banks  with  the  Treas- 
ury Department  is  transacted  by  the  banks  with  the  said 
Department,  it  is  clearly  shown,  by  the  evidence  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  himself,  that,  in  particular  instances, 
some  of  the  deposite  banks  have  transacted  business  of  an 
important  character  with  the  Treasury  Department, 
through  their  agent,  Reuben  M.  Whitney. 

H.  JOHNSON. 


REPORT  OP  THE  MINORITY. 

Mr.  PxTTOK,  from  the  select  committee  appointed  by 
the  House  of  Representatives  on  the  3d  of  Januaiy,  1837, 
to  inquire  "  whether  the  several  banks  employed  for  the  de- 
posite of  the  public  money  have  all  or  any  of  them  cm- 
ployed  an  agent,  to  reside  at  the  seat  of  Government,  to 
transact  their  busaness  with  the  Treasury  Department; 


what  is  the  character  of  the  business  which  he  ii  so  en- 
ployed  to  transact,  and  what  compensation  he  reeriTCi: 
whether  such  agent,  if  there  be  one,  has  been  employed  n 
the  request  or  through  the  procnrrroent  of  the  TrnscT 
Department ;  whether  the  business  of  the  TretnTv  Dr- 
partment,  with  such  banks,  is  transacted  throngb  the  n.i 
agent;  and  whether,  in  the  transaction  of  any  bosnes 
confided  to  said  agent,  he  receives  any  compensation  fto? 
the  Treasury  Department,"  submitted  the  following  « the 
views  of  the  said  minority : 

The  resohition  of  the  House  resolves  itself  into  ax  <)i«- 
tinct  heads : 

1st.  Have  all  or  any  of  the  deposite  banks  emplojfd  u 
agent,  to  reiide  at  the  seat  of  Government,  for  th«  imrp(» 
of  transacting  their  business  with  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment? 

2d.  What  is  the  character  of  the  business  he  it  emplorni 
to  transact  1 

3d.  What  compensation  does  he  receive  ? 

4th.  Was  such  agent  or  agents  employed  at  the  t^ 
quest  or  through  the  procurement  of  the  Treasuir  Depart- 
ment 1 

6th.  Is  the  bunneas  of  the  Treasury  Department  cor.* 
ducted  through  the  said  agent? 

6th.  Does  he  receive  any  compensation  from  the  Trn*- 
ury  Department? 

First.  Have  all  or  any  of  the  deposite  banks  nsploH 
such  an  agent  as  is  described  in  the  resolotion  of  ^ 
House  ?  The  creation  and  object  of  the  agency,  the  en:- 
ployment  of  the  agent,  and  character  of  his  businen,  ire « 
inseparably  connected,  that  they  will  be  conndered  tc- 
gether.  An  agency  of  some  kind  appears  to  bate  bec 
contemplated,  from  the  earliest  inc^ption  of  tbepmjcrtci 
substituting  the  State  banks  as  fiscal  agents  in  the  plactoi 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

In  the  instructions  communicated  by  the  Prefldent 
through  the  Secretsrj,  to  Amos  Kendall,  special  agent « 
the  Department,  who  was  appointed  on  the  23d  darcf 
July,  1833,  to  visit  the  State  banks,  make  certain  propo- 
sitions and  inquiries  for  the  purpose  of  asceitsining  m^ 
what  terms  and  conditions  they  would  reoeivs  the  po-si-' 
depositee  and  become  fiscal  agents  of  the  Goreminent,tii< 
stated  as  follows,  to  wit : 

*<  That  the  said  bank  will  render,  or  cause  to  be  rrodfr- 
ed,  every  service,  without  charge,  which  can  now  be  b*- 
fully  required  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States." 

«  That  the  primary  and  secondary  banks  sbsU  oia&e  r^ 
turns  of  their  entire  condition  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Tk» 
ury  monthly,  or  oflener  if  he  shall  require  it,  and  ffff* 
to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  the  state  of  hii  «- 
posites  with  them,  respectively ;  and  that  they  ihaO  *^ 
subject  themselves  to  a  critical  examination  of  their  K^cs 
and  transactions  by  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Tressnrj,  (^  <; 
authorized  agent,  whenever  the  Secretaiy  may  require  r. 

In  the  proposition  submitted  by  Mr.  Kendall  to  vx 
banks,  it  is  stated  as  follows :     - 

«« That  your  bank  shall  submit  its  books  and  trffls^ 
tions  to  a  critical  examination  by  the  Secretaiy  m  ^ 
Treasury,  or  any  agent  auihoiiaed  by  him,  wh«ne»«f  *•  | 
shall  require  it,  and  shall  pay  a  due  proportion  of  tbeei* 
penses  attending  the  appointment  of  an  agent  from  tiffv 
time,  either  temporary  or  permanent,  to  examine  and  i^ 
port  upon  the  accounts  of  the  bank  whiefa  may  be  eiDpir 
ed  by  the  Government*' 

In  the  contracts  made  between  the  Tressnry  ^^^,^ 
ment  and  the  banks  who  become  depositoriM  of  the  ^^^ 
money  before  the  passage  of  the  act  of  Congresa  regtAm 
the  depositee,  on  the  23d  day  of  June,  1886,  will  be  t^ 
the  following  stipulations,  to  wit :  .^ 

"  Articles  of  agreement  of  the  Bank  of  the  ^^^\ 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  October  9,  l^Si-^ 
If  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  think  proper  to  ^ 
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pW;  an  agent  or  tgenU  to  examine  and  report  upon  the  ac- 
counts and  condition  of  the  banks  in  the  aerrice  of  the 
Qovemmenty  or  any  of  them,  the  said  hank  agrees  to  pay 
an  equitable  proportion  of  his  or  their  expenses  and  com- 
peocation,  according  to  such  apportionment  as  may  be  made 
by  the  said  Secretary/' 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  necessity  for  an  agent  has  been 
admitted,  his  appointment  contemplated,  and  his  compen- 
sation provided  for,  to  be  paid  by  the  deposite  banks,  from 
the  first  inception  to  the  final  consummation  of  the  present 
flcheme  of  State  depositoriea.     Is  there  or  is  there  not,  in 
flabatanoe  if  not  in  form,  such  an  agency  as  is  contemplated 
bj  the  resolatioa  of  the  House  of  Representatives  1     That 
there  is,  the  minority  of  the  committee  think  is  susceptible 
of  the  clearest  demonstration,  from  the  evidence  which  has 
been  taken  by  the  committee.     It  is  true  that  the  law  con- 
templates a  known  responsible  agent,  to  be  placed  as  a  guard 
over  the  public  money  in  the  deposite  banks ;  the  pr^nt  is 
a  secret,  illegitimate,  irresponsible  agent,  placed  by  the  banks 
as  a  spy  over  the  Treasury  Department,  with  an  interest 
adverse  to  that  of  the  public.     That  there  is  now,  and  has 
been  since  a  abort  time  after  the  Hon.   R.   B.  Taney 
left  the  head  of  the  Treasury  Department,  resident  at  thu 
city  an  agent  of  many  of  the  deposite  buiks,  will  abun- 
dantly appear  from  the  testimony  taken  by  the  committee, 
it  is  equally  mftnifest,  from  the  evidence,  that  no  such 
agency  was  eatt&blished  while  the  Hon.  William  J.  Dnane 
or  the  Hon.  R.  B.  Taney  was  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury, 
notwithstanding  extraordinary  efforts  were  made  to  accom- 
plish that  object  during  their  administration  of  the  Depart- 
ment. 

The  first  effort  which  spears  to  have  been  made  by 
Reuben  M.  Whitney,  who  is  the  principal  agent  of  the  de- 
posite banks  in  this  city,  is  shown  by  a  letter  from  the 
■aid  Whitney  to  William  J.  Duane,  then  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  bearing  date,  Washington,  June  15,  1833,  a  few 
taonths  after  the  said  Duane  went  into  oflice,  and  several 
■DODths  before  th«  depoaites  were  removed  frcmi  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  This  letter  begins  with  the  follow- 
in?  sentence : 

"Having  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the  President  to  a 
prsat  degree  npon  the  subject  of  the  bank,  and  that  which 
relates  to  it,  in  which  he  has  taken  an  interest,  and  knowing 
the  views  of  the  President  upon  the  subject  of  the  removal 
of  the  public  depoaites,  and  that  he  does  not  now  look 
upon  that  as  a  mere  isolated  measure,  but  as  a  part  of, 
ttid  connected  with,  the  general  policy  of  his  administra- 
ion,  therefore  I  look  upon  that  measure  as  definitively  re- 
(olved  upon,  so  far  as  his  views  and  lecommendation  have 
weight  and  infiuenoe."  He  adds :  **  I  have  good  reason  to 
leJieve  that  the  President  will  forward  a  communication 
rom  New  York  to  you,  expressive  of  his  views  and  wishes 
jpon  the  subject." 

He  (Whitney)  suggests  the  importance  of  the  agency, 
tnd  makea  a  tender  of  his  services,  and  adds : 

*'  I  have  never  spoken  to  the  President  upon  this  sub- 
^  but  dreumatancea  lead  me  to  think  that  I  should  not 
«  otherwise  than  perfectly  acceptable  to  him.  The  only 
•ersoDs  to  whom  I  have  mentioned  the  subject,  connected 
rith  the  Government,  are  Messrs.  Taney  and  Kendall ;  to 
be  former  gentleman  a  week  since,  at  Baltimore,  who  r&- 
*lied  in  these  words :  '  I  have  always  understood,  and  ta- 
<m  it  for  granted,  that  you  were  to  have  the  situation 
vhen  it  is  created.'  " 

It  is  due  to  the  Chief  Justice  to  state  that  he  gives  to  the 
bove  statement,  upon  his  oath,  an  unqualified  contradic- 
ion.  But  with  this  imposing  array  of  high  officers,  indu- 
ing the  President  himself,  when  said  Whitney  approached 
fr.  Duane,  then  newly  installed  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
f,  it  was  of  no  avail ;  he  received  no  encouragement,  aa 
le  following  extracta  from  Mr.  Duane's  letter,  so  highly 
"editablo  to  bim»  ymSi  riiow.  He  says,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
i^hitney ; 


«  Whenever  the  President  shall  express  his  wishes  in  re- 
lation to  any  subject,  or  with  regard  to  yourself,  I  will  so 
act,  I  trust,  as  to  merit  the  respect  of  the  President,  and 
preserve  my  own." 

[See  the  letters  at  large,  on  the  printed  appendix  to  the 
journal ] 

The  efforts  of  said  Whitney  to  procure  the  agency  while 
the  Hon.  R.  B.  Taney  was  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury 
were  no  less  extraordinary,  and  attended  with  no  better 
success.  In  the  month  of  October,  ltl83,  the  sai^Wbitney 
draughted  a  letter,  and,  procuring  the  co-operation  of  six 
of  the  principal  banks  in  Philadelphia,  New  Vork,  and 
Boston,  caused  himself  to  be  recommended  to  the  Hon.  R. 
.B.  Taney,  then  Secretary,  as  a  person  every  way  qualified 
to  take  charge  of  a  bureau  to  be  created  in  the  Treasury 
Department,  at  a  salary  of  five  thousand  dollars  per  an- 
num. According  to  this  scheme,  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment was  to  be  assimilated  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  while  the  deposite  banks  were  to  be  viewed  in  the 
light  of  branches  of  the  mother  bank,  (the  Treasury,)  and 
Mr.  Whitney,,  at  the  head  of  his  bureau,  was  to  represent 
a  committee  of  the  board  of  directors,  called  the  «  commit- 
tee on  the  branches.  In  this  department  their  returns  are 
received  and  examined,  their  operations  inspected,  and  the 
genera]  correspondence  attended  to."  The  original  of  this 
letter,  of  which  a  copy  is  herewith  appended,  is  acknowl- 
edged by  said  Whitney,  in  his  examination  before  the 
committee,  to  have  been  written  by  himself. 

Whether  Mr.  Taney  made  a  written  reply  to  this  letter 
does  not  appear.  If  he  did,  however,  it  could  not  have 
been  favorable  to  its  objects,  or  that  reply  would  probably 
have  been  used,  as  the  reply  of  Mr.  Woodbury  to  the  same 
communication  has  since  been  used,  by  said  Whitney,  as  a 
recommendation  to  the  State  banks  to  employ  him  as  their 
agent.  There  are  two  distinct  propositions  contained  in 
the  letter  now  under  consideration  :  Ist,  to  create  a  bureau 
in  the  Treasury  Department ;  2d,  that  Mr.  Whitney  shall 
be  placed  at  the  head  of*  that  bureau.  That  Mr.  Taney 
was  unequivocally  opposed  to  each  proposition,  is  manifest 
from  his  letters  to  Thomas  Ellicott  and  Reverdy  Johnson, 
Esq'rs,  as  well  as  his  evidence,  reported  to  the  House. 
(For  letters,  see  appendix.) 

After  Messrs.  Duane  and  Taney  had  retired  from  the 
Treasury,  and  the  Hon.  Levi  Woodbury  was  placed  over 
that  Department,  Mr.  Whitney  renewed  his  efforts  with 
better  success,  and  accomplished  his  object  in  an  indirect 
manner,  obtaining  a  better  salaiy  than  he  wcAild  Hhve  re- 
ceived at  the  head  of  the  proposed  bureau,  with  the  power 
to  increase  his  compensation  without  any  other  limit  or  re- 
straint than  what  the  banks  themselves  might  be  able  to  op- 
pose to  his  demands,  while  his.  situation  opened  a  field  of 
speculation  difficult  to  resist  by  any  one  who  is  subject  to 
the  influence  of  great  pecuniary  temptation.  Mr.  Whit- 
ney  enclosed  the  said  letter  from  the  six  deposite  banks  in 
Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  Boston,  sent  by  them  to  Mr. 
Taney,  to  Mr.  Woodbury,  in  his  letter  of  the  4th  Novem- 
ber, 1834,  which  letter  is  as  follows : 

Wasringtoit,  November  4,  1884. 

Sir  :.  The  enclosed  letter,  signed  by  the  deposite  banks 
in  Philadelphia,  New  York,  and  Boston,  addressed  to  the 
Hon.  R.  B.  Taney,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  was  com- 
municated to  him  in  October  of  last  year. 

At  that  time  it  was  deemed  best  to  defer  acting  upon  it 
until  after  the  meeting  of  Congress.  That  body  met  and  ad- 
journed, without  any  definitive  legislation  upon  the  subject 
of  the  deposite  banks.  The  same,  we  have  good  reasons 
to  suppose,  will  be  the  result  of  the  approaching  session, 
if  renewed  legishktion  shall  be  proposed.  It  is  the  opinion 
of  many  well-informed  persons,  that  the  public  interests, 
as  well  as  those  of  the  deposite  banks,  will  be  greatly  pro- 
moted at  this  time  by  the  aid  and  action  of  a  central  agen- 
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cy,  establiBhed  upon  some  principle,  particularly  in  relation 
to  organizing  and  permanently  establishing  a  tyatem  of  do- 
mestic exchanges  throughout  the  country,  with  which  its 
general  interests  and  that  of  the  currency  are  so  deeply 
connected. 

In  many  other  respects,  it  is  belieTed  that  such  an  agen- 
cy will  be  equally  beneficial. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing,  herewith,  the  letter  con- 
taining the  suggestions  of  the  deposite  bainks  before  allu- 
ded to,  for  your  consideration,  or  adoption  of  any  course 
which  you  may  think  proper  in  relation  to  the  same. 
I  am,  with  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

R.  M.  WHITNEY. 

Hon.  L»TI  WOODBITBT, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Waahington. 

[For  letter  enclosed  in  above,  see  pages  160,  161,  ante.] 

In  this  letter  of  Mr.  Whitney  he  appears  to  have  aban- 
doned nothing  of  his  original  purpose,  except  in  the  mode 
and  manner  of  accomplishing  the  same.  He  adheres  to  the 
objects  of  the  agency,  but  appears  to  be  prepared  to  give 
up  the  Treasury  bureau  for  a  central  agency,  established 
upon  *<  some  principle,  particularly  in  relation  to  organizing 
and  permanently  establishing  a  system  of  domestic  ex- 
changes throughout  the  country,  with  which  its  general  in- 
terests and  th^t  of  the  currency  are  so  deeply  connected. 
In  many  other  respects  (he  continues)  it  is  believed  that 
such  an  agency  will  be  equally  beneficial.  I  take  the  lib- 
erty of  enclosing,  herewith,  the  letter  containing  the  sug- 
gestions of  the  deposite  banks,  befere  alluded  to,  for  your 
consideration  or  adoption"  [not  of  the  bureau,  but]  «  of  any 
course  you  may  think  proper  in  relation  to  the  same."  To 
which  Mr.  Woodbury  returned  the  following  answer : 

Tbsasurt  Dbpartxxttt, 

November  b,  1634. 

8x» :  Your  communication,  addressed  to  my  predeces- 
sor, has  been  perused  by  me,  and,  in  reply,  I  would  oli- 
serve  that  my  own  views  in  relation  to  its  contents  corre- 
spond, it  is  believed,  substantially,  with  those  entertained 
by  him.  But  though  both  have  been  satisfied  that,  under 
the  present  laws  and  appropriations  applicable  to  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  no  such  agency  as  that  proposed  can  be 
established  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  yet  it  must  be 
obvious  that  the  selected  banks  themselves  might,  in  a  fis- 
cal and  commercial  view,  derive  great  advantage  from  the 
serviofi  and  correspondence  of  an  agent  of  their  own,  resi- 
dent in  this  city,  and  devoting  special  attention  to  their  in- 
terests. I  hardly  need  assure  you  that,  in  respect  to  in- 
formation in  the  possesion  of  this  Department,  which  might 
be  deemed  useful,  and  which  could  be  furnished  without 
detriment  to  the  public  welfare,  it  would  at  all  times  be 
cheerfully  given  to  any  such  agent  of  any  of  the  selected 
banks. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

R.  M.  Whitxet,  Esq.,  Washington. 

If  it  were  possible  to  misunderstand  the  effect  and  inten- 
tion of  Mr.  Woodbury's  letter,  he  has  explained  both  in  his 
communication  to  the  committee.  (See  journal  of  commit- 
tee, page  12.)     He  says : 

*'To  that  application  I  made  answer  the  ensuing  day, 
stating  what  was  my  own  opinion  and  what  was  under- 
stood to  be  the  opinion  of  my  predecessor,  (corresponding 
with  my  own,)  that  tho  Treasury  Department,  under  the 
existing  laws,  had  no  authority  to  constitute  any  such  of- 
fice or  agency,  and,  if  one  was  appointed,  it  must  be  done 
by  the  banks  themselves." 

It  is  manifest  that  the  same  object  was  to  be  accompluh- 
ed,  the  same  agency  to  be  constituted,  the  same  officer  to 
be  appointed  by  the  banks  themselves,  which  the  Secreta-  | 


ry  of  the  Treasury  had  been  applied  to  to  oonrtimte,  bqt 
which  he  declined,  alleging  as  a  reason  the  want  of  povc 
«  under  the  existing  laws."  About  the  same  time  '.bat 
Mr.  Woodbury  made  those  suggestions,  on  the  5th  ^oveoi* 
her,  1834,  Mr.  Whitney  obtained  a  letter,  dated  Wui)% 
ton,  8th  November,  1834,  of  which  he  spesks  as  foQon, 
in  a  letter  addressed  to  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  Bo- 
lington,  Vermont: 

"  With  this  I  forward  you  the  copy  of  a  letter,  wncn 
by  a  person  high  in  the  confidence  of  the  Executire,  toMoe 
friends  in  New  York  and  Boston." 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  anonjmoof  kuer 
to  which  he  referred  for  a  more  particular  underitandingot 
the  objects  of  the  agency,  and  the  character  of  the  bosinesj 
which  was  to  be  committed  to  his  charge : 

**  The  President  and  Secretary  of  theTreasoiy,  IJ^iot, 
view  the  subject  in  the  same  light  that  I  do,  and  vill  bi 
gratified  if  the  banks  will  establish  such  an  agency ;  tei 
from  his  talents,  experience,  and  fi^lity,  no  appointnKBt 
would  be  more  acceptable  to  them  than  that  of  Mr.  Whit- 
ney, who  has  already  been  recommended  to  the  Depart- 
ment." 

The  chief  clerk  in  the  Treasury  Department,  McCbn* 
tock  Young,  Esq.,  states  as  follows,  (see  page  96,  joarm! 
of  the  committee :) 

<*  Question  1.  State  all  you  know  upon  the  subject  c 
inquiry  contained  in  the  resolution  of  the  House,  vhicb  p 
now  before  you. 

<<  Answer.  There  b  an  agent  of  some  of  the  depute 
banks  residing  in  Washington,  R.  M.  Whitney.  Mj  «&* 
formation  on  the  subject  is  derived  partly  from  iea^ 
from  banks  on  file  in  the  Treasury  Department,  and  pirt!} 
firom  having  heard  Mr.  Whitney  say  he  was  emploreil  t< 
some  of  the  banks  as  their  agent.  I  know  nothing  of  tcj 
agreement  or  contract  he  may  have  with  any  of  ^ 
banks.  The  character  of  his  business  I  believe  to  be, » 
attend  to  their  interest  so  liar  as  it  relates  to  their  cooneikf 
with  the  Treasury  Department;  that  is,  he  stttndsgn- 
erally  to  all  matters  in  which  their  operations  are  requ:^ 
in  relation  to  the  keeping,  disbursing,  and  transferriai  d  i 
the  public  money.  Those  operations  sometimes  opent^ 
as  the  banks  say,  injuriously  to  their  interests,  and  be  ks 
frequently  called  on  the  Smetaxy,  and  other  anang«inefl» 
have  been  made,  I  presume  and  believe,  on  his  rrpresea* 
tions,"  dbc. 

"  2d.  To  the  same.     Does  he  or  does  he  not 
the  returns,  <fcc-.  of  the  deposite  banks,  and  prep*'' 
statement  of  their  condition  1 

*<  Answer.  He  b  allowed  to  have  access  \a  the 
made  to  the  Department  by  tho  deposite  banks-    Be  ^ 
prepared  tabular  statements  of  their  condition,  for  the 
formation  of  the  several  banks. 

<<  3d.  Are  these  statements  substantially  comm 
to  Congress  1    Have  you  any  recollection  of  sach  <o  < 
stance? 

**  Answer.  I  know  but  of  one  such  statement, 
by  him,  having  been  communicated  to  CongresS) 
was  appended  to  the  Secretary's  annual  report,  I  belies' 
the  session  of  1 835-'36.     The  document  so  transioitted  v 
I  believe,  revised  by  one  of  the  clerks  ragolarly  eof^o: 
for  the  purpose."    (P.  96  and  97  of  jouroal.) 

Samuel  McKean,  Esq.,  a  clerk  in  the  Department,  s&J 
in  answer  to  the  8th  interrogatory  : 

«  Mr.  Whitney  prepared  a  tabular  statement  shor.i 
the  condition  of  the  deposite  banks  near  the  1st  of  ^^^^ 
ry,  1835,  a  copy  of  which  was  appended  to  the  annual " 
port  of  the  Secretary  to  Congress,  in  December,  18^; 
cannot  state  positively  whether  that  table  wasexaffiio«^ 
any  person  in  the  office.     There  was  annexed  to  that " 
a  statement  showing  the  exchange  operations  of  «oi^' 
the  banks,  which  I  understood  was  prepared  by  ^°^/^^uj 
clerks  in  the  office,  ftpm  information  furoisbcii  »;.  j 
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Whitney.  Mr.  Whitney  alio  prepared  a  table  of  the  same 
description,  ehowing  the  condition  of  the  deposite  banks, 
lit  December,  1835.  This  table  was  very  carefully  ex- 
imined  and  compared  by  mydelf  with  the  statements  re- 
ceired  from  the  banks,  and  in  some  minor  points  corrected ; 
Eopies  were  made  and  annexed  to  the  same  report,  I 
think,  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  Congress.  All 
be  other  tables  of  the  same  description,  up  to  the  time  of 
he  passage  of  the  deposite  act,  were  prepared  by  clerks  in 
he  .Department,  principally  by  myself."  (See  journal  of 
he  committee^  p,  118.) 

Same  witness,  at  page  112,  in  reply  to  the  4th  interrog- 
klory,  says : 

'*  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  selection  of  the  deposite 
nnks  was  sometimes  a  subject  of  conversation  between 
he  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  Mr.  Whitney,  and  that 
he  Secretary  obtained  from  Mr.  Whitney  all  the  informa- 
ion  he  could,  to  enable  him  to  decide  as  to  the  propriety 
ind  expediency  of  selecting  particular  banki.  Whilst  the 
itatements  of  the  condition  of  the  deposite  banks  were  in 
ny  possession,  Mr.  Whitney  had  access  to  them  occasion- 
illy,  and  I  have  sometimes  called  on  Mr.  Whitney,  as 
^eing  familiar  with  the  subject,  to  explain  certain  items 
R'bich  T  did  not  exactly  comprehend.  Mr.  Whitney  has 
^equently  had  access  to  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  with 
certain  banks.  How  hr  he  may  have  influenced  the  Sec- 
retary in  making  transfers  I  cannot  say,  though  I  believe 
that  in  some  cases,  at  his  instance,  the  periods  for  transfers 
have  been  extended." 

Richard  Ela,  Esq.,  a  clerk  in  the  Department,  says,  in 
nuwer  to  the  2d  interrogatory,  at  page  108  of  the  journal, 
among  other  things : 

'*  On  two  or  three  occasions  Mr.  Whitney  has  applied 
to  the  Secretary,  having  first  explained  his  business  to  me, 
for  extension  of  transfers ;  on  several,  indeed  I  may  say 
man;  times,  he  has  applied  to  examine  the  returns  of  the 
banks." 

John  McGinnis,  Esq. ,  a  clerk  in  the  Department,  charg- 
al  with  the  care  of  business  appertaining  to  the  public  lands, 
states,   (see  p.  96  :) 

"2d  Question.  At  what  time  did  R.  M.  Whitney  come 
into  the  Department,  and  what  has  been  the  nature  and 
character  of  his  business,  so  far  as  you  know  1 

"Answer.  Mr.  Whitney's  business  with  the  Depart- 
ment commenced  soon  after  Mr.  Woodbury  took  charge  of 
it,  u  well  as  the  witness  can  recollect.  The  precise  nature 
or  character  of  his  business  is  not  known  to  me,  but  it  is 
generally  understood  that  he  is  the  agent  of  aeveral  of  the 
^posite  banks. 

''SdQuesUon.  Has  R.  M.  Whitney  had  access  to  the 
files  of  papers  in  your  room  ?  If  yea,  state  whether  it  has 
been  a  common  habit  with  him ;  if  nay,  give  the  particular 
instances  of  that  nature. 

'*  Answer.  Mr,  Whitney  has  on  two  or  three  occasions 
referred  to  papers  in  my  charge  relating  to  the  sale  of  the 
public  lands,  and  on  such  occasions  witness  believes  it  was 
^  procure  information  for  some  public  use.  In  one  in- 
itance,  the  purpose  was  stated  to  be  for  the  use  of  a  Senator. 

'*  4th  Question.  Has  be  or  has  he  not  taken  the  files 
of  original  papers  containing  returns  from  the  land  offices, 
or  «ome  other  papers,  to  his  own  room,  to  be  examined  ? 

'*  Answer.  Yes,  in  the  instance  referred  to  in  answer  to 
question  third,  Mr.  Whitney  applied  to  me  to  see  the  re- 
turns of  the  moneys  received  at  the  land  ofiices,  in  pay- 
ment for  public  lands.  They  were  shown  to  him ;  and,  after 
looking  at  them,  he  desired  me  that  I  would  permit  him  to 
|«ke  them  to  his  room,  stating,  at  the  same  time,  the  ob- 
j«cl  for  which  he  wanted  them ;  and  I  did  not  hesitate  to  let 
aim  have  them.     They  were  returned  on  the  following  day. 

'*  6th  Question.  For  what  object  did  he  state  he  wan^ 
^  them,  and  who  was  the  Senator  awaiting  in  his  room 
to  obtain  the  information  T    State  also  when  it  was. 


*<  Answer.  The  object  was  said  to  be  to  ascertain  the 
particular  kind  of  moneys  in  which  the  payments  for  pub- 
lic lands  were  made.  The  information  was  stated  to  be 
for  the  use  of  the  Hon.  T.  Benton,  and  the  occasion  re- 
ferred to  was  soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  present 
sessioQ  of  Congress.  I  am  not  sure  whether  Mr.  Benton 
was  said  to  be  in  Mr.  Whitney's  room  at  the  time.  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  the  reason  of  his  taking  the  papers 
away  was,  that  they  might  be  examined  between  die  in- 
terval of  opening  and  closing  the  office." 

How  far  those  papers  were  taken  from  the  office  to  which 
they  belonged,  by  Mr.  Whitney,  will  appear  by  the  follow- 
ing question  and  answer,  a  part  of  which  relates  to  that 
subject.  (See  evidence  of  Samuel  McKean,  p.  113,  9th 
question  and  answer.  ^ 

'*  Question.  State  now  far  the  room  that  he  [Mr.  Whit- 
neyH  now  occupies  is  situated  from  the  room  of  Mr.  John 
McGinnis,  jun.,  [from  which  the  land-office  papers  were  ta- 
ken, ]  and  whether,  in  passing  from  one  to  the  other,  it  is 
necessary  to  go  out  of  doors,  or  up  or  down  stairs. 

**  Answer.  To  that  part  of  the  question,  the  room  now 
occupied  by  Mr.  Whitney  is  in  the  house  next  but  one  to 
that  in  which  is  the  room  occupied  by  John  McGinnis,  jun. 
Mr.  McGinnis's  room  is  in  the  third  story  of  the  build- 
ing, Mr.  Whitney's  on  the  first.  In  passing  from  one  to 
the  other,  it  is  necessary  to  go  out  of  doors,  and  up  or  down 
stairs.  If  there  be  any  communication  between  the  build- 
ings, without  going  out  of  doors,  I  have  never  noticed  it, 
or  known  of  its  being  used." 

He  adds,  in  conclusion,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury disapproved  his  conduct  in  permitting  Uie  papers  to  go 
out  of  his  room. 

The  evidence  contained  in  the  responses  of  the  clerks  in 
the  Treasury  Department,  and  the  letters  before  alluded  to, 
as  to  the  existence  of  the  agdncy,  and  the  character  of  the 
business  which  appertains  to  it,  is  not  in  any  degree  con- 
troverted or  impugned  by  the  testimony  of  the  Secretary, 
[Mr.  Woodbury,]  as  far  as  the  same  is  understood  by  the 
minority  of  the  committee,  It  is  true  that  many  portions 
of  his  evidence  are  so  elaborate  and  argumentative  as  not 
to  be  intelligible  without  taking  it  all  together,  and  bestow- 
ing upon  it  some  considerable  consideration.  In  page  12 
of  the  journal  ho  thviB  describes  the  nature  of  the  agency 
and  the  character  of  its  duties  and  business : 

*<  Bui  in  several  other  cases  where  the  Department  has 
not  been  consulted  by  the  banks  in  any  way,  to  my  knowl- 
edge, except  in  the  letter  of  1833,  before  given, 'but  where 
the  banks  had  been  selected,  some  before  and  soipe  since 
my  entering  on  the  duties  of  Secretary,  I  have  no  doubt 
that  they  appointed  an  agent  here  at  an  early  day  after  their 
selection,  and  that  they  did  it  from  a  conviction  that  he 
might  be  useful  to  them  in  both  their  public  and  private  du- 
ties as  banking  institutions.  Some  of  the  banks  are  so  situ- 
ated, as  to  their  extensive  capital  and  discounts,  their  heavy 
business  in  exchanges,  their  largo  deposites,  payments, 
and  transfers,  that  it  is  manifest  to  all  acquainted  with  such 
operations,  as  stated  in  the  above  letter,  addressed  to  my  pred- 
ecessor, and  in  my  reply  of  November,  1834,  before  an- 
nexed, that  an  intelligent  agent  or  correspondeiit  here  might 
oflen  prove  very  useful  and  convenient,  both  in  respect  to 
their  business  in  behalf  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  business 
with  the  commercial  community,  as  well  as  with  each  other, 
while,  in  cases  differently  situated,  an  agent  here  would  be 
of  little  or  no  benefit  whatever. 

«« In  answer  to  the  next  question,  I  know  nothing  with  ac- 
curacy beyond   what  has  already  been  stated,  as  to  the  du- 
ties he  is  to  discharge  for  those  banks  which  employ  him. 
But  I  presume,  as  just  intimated,  it  is  to  communicate  the 
earliest  information  on  all  subjects  he  may  suppose  to  aficct 
'  their  interests,  whether  aa  public  depositories  or  private 
I  banking  institutions ;  to  give  his  advice  and  aid  wlien  call- 
i  ed  for  or  deemed  useful  in  the  transaction  of  their  business 
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of  either  character ;  to  be  the  organ,  at  timea,  of  pretenting 
their  wiahes  to  the  department  in  respect  to  eubjecta  connect- 
ed with  their  public  obligations;  and  to  procure  here,  and 
commonicate^  the  best  intelligence  in  his  power,  on  the  state 
of  the  money  market  at  home  or  abroad,  on  the  condition 
of  the  currency  and  of  the  exchanges,  and  on  the  suppo- 
sed legislation  likely  to  happen  in  Congress,  either  as*lo  the 
banks  themselves,  or  as  to  heavy  appropriations  to  be  paid 
by  them ;  and,  in  fine,  on  any  other  topic  which  he  may 
consider  interesting  or  beneficial  to  his  employers." 

In  page  14,  Mr.  Woodbury,  in  answer  to  the  question, 
*<  What  ofiicial  or  unofiicial  connexion  existed  between  said 
agent  and  ihe  Treasury  Department?"  replies,  at  great 
length,  in  his  eleventh  answer,  which  extends  through 
three  or  four  pages  of  the  journal,  frdtai  which  it  will  be 
seen  that  Mr.  Whitney  is  recognised  as  the  agent  of  the 
deposite  banks,  and  busing  is  transacted  with  him  in  the 
same  manner  that  it  is  with  agents  and  attorneys  in  fact, 
who  have  full  power  from  their  prindpsls  to  bind  them  in 
the  settlement  of  claims,  the  execution  of  acquittances,  re- 
ceipts, dec. 

Page  15.*-'*  Of  the  present  resident  agents  who  occa- 
sionally transact  business  with  the  Department,  T  under- 
stand Uiat  two  of  them,  Mr.  Causten  and  Mr.  Law,  keep 
their  offices  in  their  houses,  and  two  of  them,  Mr.  F. 
Dickins  and  Mr.  Whitney,  keep  their  offices  in  the  same  row 
of  buildings  now  occupied  by  the  Treasury.  But  it  is  pre- 
sumed that  the  two  last  persons  hire  their  rooms  of  the  pri-. 
vate  owners  of  the  buildings,  as  the  Departiaent  has  done 
Fince  the  fire  in  1833,  and  as  neither  of  these  agents  has 
hired  them  from  this  Department." 

**  With  all  of  those  agents  before  named,  [he  having  be- 
fore given  a  list  of  agents,]  aa  well  as  many  others,  when 
transacting  business  for  their  principals,  the  official  connex- 
ion of  the  Department  has,  in  all  other  respects  as  well  as 
these,  been  similar,  and  the  manner  of  transacting  business 
has  been  similar^  except  as  tlie  business  may  differ  in 
amount,  extent,  or  difficulty,  and  requires  in  some  cases 
much  more  frequent  and  constant  attendance  and  inquiries 
than  in  others. 

**My  anxiety  has  always  been,  in  concerns  so  very  nU' 
nierous,  and  involving,  as  many  of  them  do,  not  only,  such 
difficult  questions  for  decision,  but  such  large  amounts  of 
property,  to  furnish  every  proper  facility  to  eoch,  every 
species  of  public  information  connected  with  their  respective 
business,  and  every  access  to  papers  pertaining  to  their 
cases,  which  might  be  deemed  useful  to  the  principal  in 
interest,  and  at  the  same  time  not  injurious  to  the  Govern- 
ment. 

*  <  But  in  the  case  of  the  agent  of  the  banks  no  indulgence 
of  any  kind  is  known  or  believed  to  have  been  granted, 
which,  if  requested,  has  been  withheld  from  the  agents  on 
other  subjects,  and  especially  the  agents  of  corporations,  or 
persons  in  publip  employment,  nor  any  withheld  which,  in 
other  like  cases,  has  on  request  been  granted. 

**  I  can  think  of  no  further  explanalion  desirable  as  to 
the  official  connexion  between  the  agent  for  some  of  the 
deposite  banks  and  this  Department,  unless,"  Ac, 

Pages  36  and  37  of  journal  of  committee.-^"  Question 
14.  Have. you  ever  consulted  or  advised  with  said  R.  M. 
Whitney  upon  the  propriety  or  expediency  of  measures, 
<'r  informed  him  of  measures  respecting  the  public  money 
and  the  deposite  banks,  before  or  after  such  measures  were 
adopted  or  rejected  by  the  Treasury  Department  ?  if  so,  is 
(he  practice  of  so  advising  and  consulting  with,  and  of  so 
informing  him,  habitual  with  you,  and  upon  what  meas- 
ures have  you  consulted  and  advised  with  and  informed 
him  ? 

*' Answer.  I  have  not  been  in  the  habit  of  consulting 
Mr.  Whitney  on  the  propriety  or  expediency  of  measures, 
or  Informed  him  of  measured  respecting  the  public  money 
and  the  deposite  banks,  except  in  cases  where  be  first  ap- 


plied to  have  any  measure  adopted  or  changed,  which  he 
represented  to  have  a  material  bearing  on  the  deposite 
banks  he  represented,  and  in  which  casea  I  have,  of  coorc, 
asked  him,  if  be  did  not  voluntarily  state  them,  his  reaioDs 
in  favor  of  his  request. 

<*  On  the  topics  of  the  public  money  and  the  banks  gen- 
erally, he  has  often,  of  his  own  accord,  offered  hit  viewi, 
as  other  persons  have  who  have  taken  a  particular  ictrr- 
est  in  those  subjects;  and  I  have  always,  when  they  hn 
been  so  offisred  by  him  or  others,  endeavored  to  wei^ 
properly  the  fkcts  and  arguments  offered,  and  1  have  fic- 
quently  felt  obliged  to  differ  in  opinion  from  him  at  veil  a 
others  on  such  topics.  Sometimes,  also,  I  have  inquiral 
as  to  particular  facts  or  events  connected  with  the  exchingei 
or  banking,  both  of  Mr.  Whitney  and  othera,  vbeikr 
merchants,  bankers,  or  men  of  practical  intelligence,  ur 
such  subjects,  but  have  done  it  with  a  view,  in  all  casi, 
to  inform  myself  fully  and  accurately,  before  deciding  cq 
any  pending  question  or  measure,  apd,  in  several  instance^, 
have  written  to  a  distance  for  such  information,  when  n?t 
able  to  procure  what  was  satisfiictory  here." 

Page  40  of  journal  of  committee. — *'  Question  19.  Ha^c 
you  ever  authorized,  or  directed,  or  requested  R.  M.  Whit- 
ney, or  other  agent  of  the  deposite  banks,  to  issue  or  gi^f 
instructions,  directions,  jequesta,  or  information  of  aor 
kind,  by  circulars  or  otherwise,  to  land  or  other  receiver?  of 
the  public  money,  or  to  any  other  officer  or  officers,  age<it 
or  agents,  of  the  Government! 

••Answer.  That  it  [the  Treaauty  Department]  urged 
on  the  banks,  their  officers  and  agents,  whenever  teen  ct 
consulted  in  respect  to  the  topic,  a  general  correspondence 
and  agreement  to  redeem  their  notes,  when  taken  for  pub- 
lic lands,  at  the  places  most  desirable  to  give  them  a  uni- 
form and  high  value  as  a  currency ;  and,  at  the  same  time, 
promised  any  aid  or  facility  in  the  power  of  the  Depart- 
ment, consistent  with  its  duties  in  other  respects  to  ifce 
Government,  to  promote  so  desirable  an  object ;  and,  on 
one  occasion,  when  it  was  understood  that  a  circular  vi< 
preparing  and  printing  to  advance  this  object  by  the  agent, 
and  the  Department  was  asked  fi>r  its  approval  of  (tJ> 
course  in  behalf  of  the  deposite  banks,  and  iu  willingneN 
to  frank  that  printed  communication  on  this  public  and  it- 
terestiug  subject,  when  addressed  to  the  public  officers  ami 
agents,  whose  duty  it  was,  according  to  long  usage  asc 
frequent  orders  from  the  Department,  to  conform  to  the  l'- 
rangements  of  the  banks  as  to  the  matter,  I  have  a  itrong 
impression  that  I  assented  to  both ;  certain  it  is,  I  shouM 
feel  justified  in  doing  it,  under  the  practice  and  views  locg 
existing  in  the  Department. 

**  I  have  never  conferred  any  authority,  in  any  way,  <» 
this  subject,  on  any  person  other  than  is  above  stated  ^ ' 
have  never  conferred  any  on  Mr.  Whitney,  except  the  ai- 
sent  above  mentioned,  when  he  proffered  to  act  as  agent 
for  some  of  the  deposite  banks,  and  always  regarded  acr 
power,  properly  exercised  by  him  in  respect  to  it,  as  ost 
derived  merely  from  the  banks  themselves,  in  his  capici? 
as  their  agent. 

Page  50,  journal  of  committee.—"  Question  82.  Ha^a 
you  ever  consulted  or  advised  with  Heuben  M.  \^hitQC; 
upon  the  selection  of  banks  of  deposite  of  the  puHic 
money  1 

•*  Answer.  I  remember  he  has  in  some  cases  oflcrfd  w> 
remarks  to  me  on  the  subject,  as  have  other  persons. 

«« Question  X3.  What  was  the  character  of  the  venoj^ 
reasons,  or  considerations,  submitted  to  you  by  said  ^^  ^■'' 
iicy,  for  the  selection  of  banks  of  deposite,  in  the  inslancfi 
he  ofibrcd  his  remarks  to  you  1  Were  such  remarks,  rea- 
sons, or  considerations,  of  a  political  party  character?  ac 
if  so,  state  in  what  respect. 

"Answer.  I  have  no  doubt  the  persons  making  th** 
craimunications  have,  in  some  cases,  mentioned  polia^a 
circumstances  in  connexion  with  this  subject,  and  in  g<"* 
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Agent  of  Deposite  Banks* 


[24th  Cova.  2d  8esi. 


erdl  ai  oppoied  to  the  propriety  of  the  wlection.  A  ma- 
jority of  the  stockholders  and  officers  have  usually  been 
stated  to  be,  when  any  thing  was  said  in  respect  to  their 
politico,  opposed  to  the  view  of  the  administration.  I  have 
no  recollection  of  any  particular  remarks  of  a  political  char- 
acter made  by  blm  or  others  on  this  point,  beyond  such 
ones  as  are  above  described,  and  those  in  only  a  very  few 


cases 


Page  62,  journal  of  committee. — "  Question  24.  Are 
there  any  communications  in  writing  from  any  agent  or 
agents  of  the  deposite  banks,  or  others,  urging  directly  or 
indirectly  upon  the  Department  the  selection  of  particular 
banks  of  deposite,  from  political  considerations ;  if  so,  to 
whom,  and  by  what  agent  or  agents  addressed  ? 

"Answer.  There  are  none,  to  my  knowledge,  from  Mr. 
Wlutncy ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  due  to  Mr.  Whitney  to 
state,  as  before  intimated,  Uiat,  when  speaking  of  the  po- 
litical views  of  the  stockholders  of  most  of  the  deposite 
banks,  he  has,  if  knowing  their  poUtical  opinions,  and 
mentioning  them,  oAen  observed,  that  though  they  were 
opposed  in  general  to  the  opinions  of  the  administration, 
he  thought  the  present  system  of  State  depositories  should 
be  administered  on  principles  similar  to  what  I  have  before 
described,  as  to  fitness,  locality,  and  security  of  the  banks 
selected,  and  the  fiscal  wants  of  the  Department,  and  with- 
out any  reference  to  the  politics  of  their  officers  and  pro- 
prietors." 

Mr.  Woodbury  disclaims  all  political  influence  in  the 
selection  of  depositories  of  the  public  money.  To  place 
this  part  of  the  case  in  its  true  light,  and  show  whether 
Mr.  Whitney  is  entitled  to  the  compliment  bestowed  upon 
him  by  the  Secretary,  the  minority  beg  leave  to  refer  partic- 
ularly to  a  letter,  written  by  said  Whitney  to  James  C. 
Wilkins,  Esq.,  of  Natchez,  Mississippi,  president  of  the 
Planters'  Bank,  a  depository  of  the  public  money,  for  which 
said  Whitney  is  fluent,  commencing 

«<  Washikotov,  Sept.  30,  1835. 

'<  Dear  Sib  :  When  I  wrote  you  last  I  did  not  inform 
you  that  it  had  been  represented  here  that  you  were,  or 
would  be,  the  candidate  for  the  Senate,  in  opposition  to 
Walker.  This  I  then  considered  was  a  tale  for  the  pur- 
pose of  operating  prejudicially  to  the  interest  of  the  Plant- 
ers' Banl^  got  up  by  some  one  who  was  striving  to  direct 
a  part  of  its  Government  agency  to  another  institution.'' 

(See  pages  99  and  100.  See,  also,  at  pages  101  and 
1 02,  the  correspondence  of  said  Whitney  with  John  D. 
Beers,  of  New  York,  and  also  the  correspondence  between 
John  Tillson,  one  of  the  directors  of  the  State  Bank  of  Il- 
linois, then  applying  to  become  a  deposite  bank,  and  said 
Whitney.) 

Mr.  Tillson  offers  Mr.  Whitney  a  salary,  and  wishes  to 
be  informed  what  course  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has 
taken  in  reply  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Ridgley,  the  cashier  of 
the  Illinois  Bank.  Mr.  Whitney,  in  reply,  says  he  will  be 
candid — says  strong  prejudices  exist,  and  serioiis  charges 
aru  made  against  that  bank.  The  first  charge  is  as  to  the 
violation  of  its  charter,  dec.,  and  that  the  ultimate  object  of 
those  who  control  the  bank  is  to  effect  a  political  change 
in  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Missouri,  in 
opposition  to  the  principles  of  Uie  present  administration. 
He  refers  to  the  charter  of  the  bank  to  sustain  the  charge 
of  violating  its  charter.  He  refers  to  the  list  gf  stockhold- 
ers, shows  that  some  of  them  reside  in  Cincinnati,  and 
tliat  they  are  connected  with  the  Life  and  Trust  Company, 
&c.      He  further  adds : 

''And  it  has  been  declared  that,  in  the  late  election  in 
Illinois,  the  bank  did  employ  its  influence  in  the  Sanga- 
mon district.  Of  the  result  of  this  election,  you  will  prob- 
ibly  have  noticed  an  extract  of  a  letter  of  Governor  Dun- 
can, which  has  gone  the  rounds  of  the  opposition  press. 
With  such  charges  as  these,  and  such  grounds  for  their 
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belief,  I  must  say  that  I  shall  feel  it  a  duty  to  do  all  in  my 
power  to  discourage  the  selection  of  any  institution  as  a 
confidential  agent  of  the  Government,  at  any  personal  pe- 
cuniary sacrifice  whatever. 

**  I  hope  the  Illinois  Bank  will  be  able  to  show  the  whole 
to  be  founded  in  error,"  dec. 

This  appears  to  have  been  the  commencement  of  tlie 
correspondence  between  that  bank  and  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, which  resulted  in  the  failure  of  the  bank  to  ob- 
tain the  depk>sttes.  An  abstract  of  said  correspondence  is 
herewith  submitted,  which  was  made  out  from  various  let- 
ters obtained  from  the  Department  by  a  member  of  a  sub- 
committee, Mr.  Wise,  which  was  appointed  at  bis  instance 
to  visit  the  Department,  examine  the  correspondence  of  the 
same  with  the  deposite  banks,  and  cause  copies  of  any 
papers  to  be  sent,  which  any  one  «f  them  considered  im- 
portant. The  urgent  and  pressing  business  of  two  com- 
mittees, of  one  of  which  he  was  chairman,  prevented  Mr. 
Wise ;  and  the  constant  attendance  on  this  committee  of 
the  oUier  two  gentlemen,  Messrs.  Martin  and  Johnson, 
prevented  them  from  devoting  more  than  a  few  hours'  time 
to  the  examination  which  resulted  in  the  discovery  of  the 
above  correspondence  with  the  Illinois  Bank,  of  which  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  given  the  committee  no  par- 
ticular information.  Had  sufficient  time  been  allowed, 
much  more  important  evidence  might  have  been  obtained 
by  a  strict  examination  into  the  Treasury  Department. 
For  a  further  illustration  of  the  political  and  party  consid- 
erations which  have  been  relied  on  by  the  banks  in  obtain* 
ing  the  public  money,  as  well  as  in  using  it  after  it  has 
been  obtained,  the  minority  would  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the 
correspondence  with  the  Burlington  Bank,  State  of  Ver- 
mont, an  abstract  of  which  is  herewith  submitted. 

From  the  testimony  of  James  Schott,  president,  and 
William  D.  Lewis,  cashier,  of  the  Girard  Bank,  it  appears 
that  the  said  Whitney  gave  information  in  advance  of  the 
intended  issuance  of  Uie  Treasury  circular  of  July  1 1,  1836, 
requiring  specie  in  payment* for  public  lands,  or  at  least 
that  such  a  measure  was  under  consideration  before  the 
adjournment  of  Congress. — (See  the  president's  answer, 
at  p.  151,  to  Idth  interrogatory;  see  the  answer  of  Uie 
cashier,  at  p.  155,  to  13th  interrogatory.) 

Answer  by  the  cashier.  "I  was  apprized  by  Mr.  Whit- 
ney of  his  belief  that  such  a  measure  was  under  considera- 
tion, but  do  not  know  that  he  derived  his  knowledge  there- 
of from  the  Treasury  Department,  or  any  such  persons  as 
are  mentioned  in  this  interrogatory ;  and  being  at  Wash- 
ington about  the  beginning  of  July,  his  impressions  were 
confirmed  by  my  own  observations.  The  information  was 
given  as  a  matter  of  intelligence  coming  within  the  sphere 
of  the  agent's  duty,  and  for  no  specific  purpose.  Nor  do 
I  know  that  'any  specific  use  was  made  of  such  informa- 
tion, so  far  as  relates  to  any  written  eorrespondenu  upon 
the  eulfject,  I  refer  to  my  answer  to  the  3d  intenroga- 
tory." 

The  minority  of  this  committee  would  respectfully  call 
particular  attention  to  this  fact,  that  during  the  session  of 
Congress  a  measure  involving  the  exerdse  of  such  doubt- 
ful powers  on  the  part  of  the  Executive ;  a  measure  which 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  declined  to  adopt,  until,  as 
he  informs  the  committee,  be  was  so  directed  by  the  Presi- 
dent; and  one  so  materially  affecdng  the  currency,  the 
exchange,  the  whole  moneyed  concerns  of  the  country, 
and  consequently  the  trade,  commerce,  and  value  of  every 
species  of  property  of  the  people  of  the  United  States — 
that  this  measure,  which  had  been  rejected  by  the  Senate, 
should  be  decided  on  before  the  adjournment  of  Congress, 
which  was  left  in  profound  ignorance  of  its  existence, 
while  Mr.  R.  M.  Whitney  was  not  only  in  possession  of 
this  cabinet  secret,  but  was  actually  communicating  it  to 
his  distant  friends  <<  as  a  matter  of  intelligence  coming 
1  within  the  sphere  of  the  agent's  duty,"  cannot  but  arrest 
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the  attention  of  the  most  careless  as  well  as  the  most  pre- 
judiced mind. 

As  to  the  third  subject  of  inquiry  :  «  What  compensa- 
tion does  said  agent  receive  1"  the  minority  cannot  report 
the  precise  amount  of  compensation  which  he  received  di' 
rectly  from  the  banks,  according  to  express  stipulation ; 
much  less  can  they  state  the  amount  of  his  indirtd  emolu- 
ments and  profits,  which  he  receives  in  consequence  of  his 
agency. 

The  said  Whitney  stood  mute  before  the  committee,  and 
refused  to  answer  upon  this  as  well  as  upon  most  of  the 
other  subjects  of  inquiry. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  states  that  he  is  wholly 
ignorant  as  to  the  amount  of  his  compensation,  and  adds 
that  «  each  bank  which  employs  him,  and  pays  him  any 
thing,  pays  whatever  it  deems  reasonable  and  proper.*' 
The  witness  (F.  P.  Blair)  says  at  page  1 19  of  journal : 

«  Witness  states  that  he  once  inquired  of  Mr.  Whitney 
what  compensation  he  received.  He  gave  him  an  answer 
which  satisfied  the  witness  that  he  did  not  choose  to 
let  him  know  the  amount  of  compensation.  He  said  the 
banks  made  him -such  return  as  they  thought  his  services 
deserved.  He  had  no  fixed  salaiy,  as  the  witness  under- 
stood. This  was  some  time  ago,  soon  after  his  agency  com- 
menced. 

Thus  it  will  appear  how  profound  is  the  secret  and  mys- 
tery which  covers  this  transaction,  when  the  agent,  R.  M. 
Whitney,  conceals  the  facts  from  his  friend,  F.  P.  Blair, 
who,  it  appears  from  his  own  evidence,  is  interested  in 
knowing  the  amount  of  said  Whitney's  compensation,  as 
he  is  the  special  bail  as  well  as  the  security  for  the  prison 
bounds  for  said  Whitney  for  a  large  amount,  he  (Whitney) 
being  notoriously  insolvent.  The  same  witness  (F.  P. 
Blair)  says,  in  same  page  of  the  journal : 

<<He  thinks  ho  has  learned  from  some  quarter  that  Mr. 
Whitney  is  agent  for  about  twenty  banks,  but  is  not  posi- 
Uve  as  to  the  source  of  bis  information,  nor  does  he  know 
their  names." 

It  appears  from  the  evidence  that  several  banks  pay  him 
one  thousand  dollars  each  per  annum,  that  several  pay 
him  five  hundred  each  per  annum,  and  that  several  pay 
him  lesser  sums  each  per  annum,  besides  several  sums 
which  have  been  paid  to  him  at  different  times  in  the  form 
of  a  bonus.  Some  of  the  deposite  banks,  for  which  he  is 
understood  to  be  agent,  haTe  not  made  their  returns  to  the 
interrogatories  of  die  committee.  Some  have  taken  the 
high  ground  assumed  by  their  agent,  and  refuse  to  com- 
municate any  information  whatever  upon  the  subject.  But 
it  appears  from  the  evidence  that  he  has  received  from  three 
banks  in  New  York,  viz:  Mechanics'  Bank,  Bank  of 
America,  and  the  Manhattan  Company,  each  one  thou- 
sand dollars  per  annum ;  from  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics* 
Bank,  Albany,  New  York,  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars per  annum;  from  the  Union  Bank,  Baltimore,  five 
hundred  dollars  per  annum ;  from  the  Giiard  Bank,  Phila- 
delphia, five  hundred  dollars  per  annum ;  Moyamensing 
Bank,  Philadelphia,  three  hundred  dollars  per  annum ; 
Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank,  at  Hartford,  Connecticut, 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  per  annum ;  Burling- 
ton Bank,  Vermont,  two  hundred  dollars  per  annum ;  Com- 
mercial Bank  at  Cincinnati,  including  its  branch  or  office 
of  discount  at  St.  Louis,  one  thousand  dollars  per  annum ; 
Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  in  Michigan,  two  hundred 
dollars  per  annum ;  in  all,  six  thousand  five  hundred  and 
seventy-five  dollars  per  annum,  besides  a  bonus  of  one 
thousand  dollars  from  the  Girard  Bank,  and  the  sum  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  paid  by  ^e  Franklin  Bank 
at  Baltimore,  which  bank  does  not  employ  him  as  agent.* 

*  The  annual  compensation  received  by  said  Whitney, 
from  all  or  most  of  the  old  deposite  banks,  commenced  on 
the  Ist  of  January,  1835. 


To  what  amount  his  direct  compsnsation  may  be  increaeed 
by  the  evidence  yet  to  be  received  from  thon  dep«iu 
banks  which  employ  him,  and  which  have  not  yet  forward- 
ed to  the  committee  their  testimony,  the  minoritj  i^illnat 
undertake  to  conjecture. 

The  minority  of  this  committee,  believing  it  to  be  tbor 
duty  to  ascertain  whether  such  agent  did  not  deme  the 
large  amount  of  his  profits  or  emoluments  by  and  throDgh 
speculations  in  the  public  lands.  Treasury  certificatei,  the 
stock  of  banks,  dbc,  supported  the  following  iotenogitoi;, 
offered  by  Mr.  Peyton,  as  proper  to  be  propounded  (oiQ 
witnesses  examined  in  behalf  of  the  committee,  m : 

<*  7th.  State  whether  said  agent  or  agents,  in  conneiicn 
with  any  officer  or  officers  of  the  Government,  or  aoj  otkf 
person  or  persons,  company  or  companies,  have  or  \m 
not  been  engaged,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  in  ipecBii- 
tions  in  the  public  lands,  in  Treasuiy  certificatet  of  depot* 
ite,  since  the  issuance  of  the  Treasury  order  of  July  IHb. 
1886,  or  in  the  stocks  of  banks,  corporatiesf,  &c.,  vA 
whether  such  speculations  have  or  have  not  constito(ed  a 
part  of  the  compensation  or  onolument  of  raid  agent  oi 
agents  of  the  deposite  banks. 

<*  Mr.  Hamer  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  'sdj  officfr 
or  officers  of  the  Government,  or,'  which  was  decided  ia 
the  affirmative,  by  the  following  vole : 

« ATxa^Messrs.  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillet,  Hainer, 
Martin. 

<*Nozs--Messr8.  Garland,  Wise,  Johnson,  Peyton." 

The  witness,  R.  M.  Whitney,  refuted  to  answer  tbf 
following  interrogatories  during  his  examination  before  tiK 
committee,  (page  88,  question  39 :) 

*<  39.  Did  you  or  did  you  not  conununicate  intfOigeQc'. 
in  advance  of  the  issuance  of  the  said  order,  [diculv  d 
July  Ilth,  1836,  requiring  specie  in  payment  for  pot^ 
lands,]  to  any  person  or  persons  at  a  distance,  who  veri 
engaged  in  speculation  in  the  public  lands,  stocks,  or  nxK- 
ey  market  1 

<'  Answer.  I  decline  giving  any  answer  to  tins  interrofv 
toiy." 

*'  41.  Have  you.  or  not,  become  a  stockholder  b  an;  <-^ 
the  deposite  or  other  hank^  since  you  have  been  acting  £• 
agent  for  some  of  said  deposite  banks ;  and  did  you  tc- 
quire  or  procure  said  stock  as  part  of  youff  compenutiim,  <^ 
in  any  other  manner  by  or  through  your  agency  for  ^ 
banks  1 

*<  Answer.  I  decline  giving  any  answer  to  the  intern^ 
tory." 

«  44.  Did  or  did  not  one  or  both  of  the  dcponte  benis  c 
Michigan  make  a  loan  or  loans  to  a  very  Itrge  amoQi; 
say  fifty  or  one  hundred  thousand  doUars,  more  or  lei^  *^ 
a  company  or  companies  of  land  speculators,  since  jc* 
have  been  an  agent  tor  some  of  the  deposite  banks !  I/j^^ 
state  whether  you  used  your  influence  in  that  or  any  £Ui^' 
instance,  either  for  a  land  or  stock  company,  pertoci  ^ 
corporation,  to  procure  accommodations  at  any  de^^'^ 
bank ;  and  state  whether  you  were  to  derive,  or  ba>^  *^ 
rived,  in  any  such  case,  any  profit,  benefit,  or  emoliflfi*' 
whatever. 

*«  Answer.  I  decline  giving  any  answer  to  the  intcirof- 
atory. 

»*45.   What  compensation  do  you  now,  or  hare « 
heretofore,  and  are  you  hereafter  to  receive  from  eacb  i** 
of  the  deposite  banks  for  whidi  you  are  agent ! 

"  Answer.  I  decline  giving  any  answer  to  the  interrx 
atory." 

"47.  Stetc  whether  you,  in  connexion  witkuiy^' 
person  or  persons,  company  or  companies,  have  or  bn^^i^ 
been  engaged,  either  direcUy  or  indirectly,  in  specalac* 
in  the  public  lands,  in  Treasury  certificates  of  dep^e: 
since  the  issuance  of  the  Treasury  order  of  July  l*-^' 
1836,  or  in  the  stock  of  banks^  corporations,  ^^-^^^ 
whether  such  speculations  have  or  have  not  ct»»>i(^*^'  * 
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put  of  your  compenaation  or  emolument  as  agent  of  the 
depOBitc  banks. 

'<  Answer.  I  decline  giving  any  answer  to  this  interrog- 
atory. 

''48.  Have  you,  in  connexion  with  any  officer  or  offi- 
cers of  the  Government,  or  any  other  person,  since  July 
11,  1836,  drawn  specie  from  the  banks  of  dcposite  of  the 
public  money,  under  the  pretext  of  its  being  necessary  for 
the  public  use,  upon  Treasury  warrants  or  drafts,  which 
specie  was  used  for  your  or  their  profit  as  merchandise, 
and  not  applied  to  the  public  use,  but  the  notes  of  the 
banks,  or  their  equivalent,  used  instead  of  such  specie,  for 
the  public  use ;  or  in  any  manner  have  you  been  concerned 
in  speculations,  on,  by,  or  through  said  Treasury  certifi- 
cates, warrants,  or  drafls,  in  connexion  with  any  person, 
tiank,  or  corporation  ? 

**  Answer.  I  decline  giving  any  answer  to  this  interrog- 
atory, 

*'  i9.  Have  you  been  concerned  in  speculations  in  the 
public  lands,  or  the  stock  of  banks  orcorpoBationa,  in  con* 
nexion  with  any  officer  or  officers  of  the  Government,  or 
other  person  or  persons,  company  or  companies,  bank  or 
banks ;  or  have  you  used  your  influence  to  obtain  for  such 
officer  or  officers,  person  or  persons,  company  or  compa- 
nies, bank  or  banks,  facilities,  loans,  accommodations,  &c., 
at  any  of  said;  deposite  banks,  for  which  exercise  of  in- 
fluence yott  have  been  compensated,  either  by  gift,  present, 
reward,  or  participation  in  the  profits,  or  expected  profits, 
of  any  such  speculation  1 

"Answer.  I  decline  giving  any  answer  to  the  interrog- 
atory. " 

"51.  Look  upon  the  list  of  deposite  banks,  now  be- 
fore you,  say  whether  it  contains  the  names  of  the  whole 
number,  and  point  out  on  the  list  the  banks  for  which  you 
ire  agent. 

"Answer.  I  decline  giving  any  answer  to  tbeinterrog- 
ilorv." 

When  the  said  Whitney  first  appeared  before  the  com- 
nittee,  on  the  12th  day  of  January,  1837,  in  obedience  to 
ts  summons,  be  requested  a  week*s  delay  to  prepan*,  as  it 
Tss  understood,  his  papers,  &c.,  called  for  in  the  Buhpctna 
^uees  tecum.  The  request  for  that  purpose  was  considered 
»L8onable  by  all  the  committee ;  but  as  the  time  allowed 
>r  the  correspondence  with  banks  remotely  situated  from 
le  seat  of  Government  was  quite  limited,  it  was  desirable 
lat  he  should  communicate  to  the  committee  such  infor- 
tation  as  was  necessary  to  enable  them,  without  delay, 
>  commence  a  correspondence  with  the  deposite  banks ; 
id,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Peyton,  the  following  resolution 
as  adopted  : .  ^ 

"  Reso/veclf  That  the  witness  be  again  called  before  the 
•mmittee,  and  that  the  following  interrogatories  be  pro- 
tunded  to  hini,  to  wit :  the  first,  second,  third,  and  fourth, 
fore  its  decision  on  the  application  of  said  witness  for  a 
Kk's  delay. 

'*  1st.  Have  all  or  any  of  the  deposite  banks,  to  your 

owledge,  employed  an  agent  or  agents,  to  reside  at  the 

It  of  Government,  to  transact  their   business  with  the 

Tssury  Department  ?     If  so,  who  is  the  said  agent  or 

entsi 

"  2d.   What  are  the  number,  names,  location,  dec.,  of 

?  banka  for  which  he  or  they  is  or  are  agent  or  agents  1 

'*  3d.  Have  sach  agents  in  all  instances  carried  on  their 

Tespondence  directly  with  the  officrrs  of  said  banks,  as 

II  \>efoTe  aa  since  the  commencement  of  their  agency, 

far  as  you  know^? 

'Mth.  State  the  names  of  the  officers,  as  well  as  the 

ices  which  they  respectively  hold,  with  whom  your  cor- 

pondenee  has  heen  carried    on  with  said  banks  at  all 

les. 

<<  Answer.    I  ana  tu>t  prepared,  at  this  time,  to  answer 

'  interrogatory  whatever,  touching  the  suliject  the  com- 


mittee is  investigating,  excepting  such  as  are  clearly  and 
positively  of  a  pubUc  nature,  and  in.  no  way  connected 
with  private  affairs. 

<<  Answer  to  1st  interrogatory.  Considering  this  in- 
terrogatory as  concerning  my  private  affairs,  I  decline  at 
this  time  giving  any  further  answer. 

<*  Answer  to  2d  interrogatory.  Beyond  what  concerns 
me  personally,  I  have  no  knowledge. 

**  Answer  to  3d  interrogatory.  The  same  as  to  (he 
second. 

**  Answer  to  4th  interrogatoiy.  The  same  as  to  the 
first." 

To  enable  the  committee  to  understand  the  facts,  and 
form  a  correct  judgment  whether  the  interrogatory  which 
related  to  the  employment  of  an  agent  by  the  deposite  banks, 
"to  transact  their  business  with  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment,^^ "  concerned  the  private  affairs'*  of  the  witness,  the 
following  interrogatoiy  was  propounded,  by  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  committee,  (p.  22 1\ 

"  5th.  What  is  the  nature  ana  character  of  the  buai* 
ness  which  such  agent  as  has  been  referred  to  in  the  ques- 
tion to  witness  is  employed  to  transact  with  such  banks ; 
what  relation  has  it  to  the  public  money  in  the  Treasury 
or  deposite  banks;  and  was  he  or  they  employed  at  the  in- 
stance, by  the  request,  or  with  the  consent,  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  or  any  other  officer  of  that  Depart- 
ment ;  and  is  or  is  not  the  business  and  correspondence 
of  that  Department  with  the  deposite  banks  carried  on 
through  said  agent  or  agents  ?  And  let  witness  further  state 
whether  the  agent  derives  his  pay  or  emoluments  out  of  the 
deposite  banks  or  the  Treasury,  or  both. 

<*  Answer  to  5th  interrogatory.  Considering  all  that  is 
contained  in  this  of  a  private  nature,  but  that  part  as  to 
<  whether  the  agent  derives  his  pay  or  emoluments  out  of 
the  deposite  banks  or  Treasury,  or  both ;'  and  that  I  be- 
lieve the  whole  will  be  answeretl  in  the  documents  which 
I  have  been  called  upon  to  bring  before  the  committee, 
when  they  are  produced,  with  the  exception  of  that  part, 
I  decline  at  this  time  giving  any  further  answer  ;  and  that 
so  far  as  regards  myself,  and  any  agency  of  mine  for  any 
of  the  deposite  banks,  the  only  compensation  or  emolument 
which  I  derive,  or  ever  have  derived,  has  been  paid  me  by 
those  banks ;  also,  that  I  never  have  received,  nor  do  I 
ever  expect  to  receive,  any  pay,  com]iensation,  or  emolu- 
ment whatever,  from  the  public  Treasury,  for  such  agency  !'* 

Page  69  of  journal  of  committee. — "  Question  43.  Did 
you  or  did  you  not  write  one  or  more  letters  to  the  deposite 
bank  at  Philadelphia,  called  the  Moyamensing  Bank, 
giving  certain  information  of  a  public  nature,  and  making 
suggestions  of  a  general  and  public  nature,  bearing  upon 
the  legislation  of  Congress,  among  other  things ;  and,  in 
conclusion,  did  you  not  mark  said  letter  as  confidential, 
and  intimate  heavy  penalties  in  case  of  a  disclosure  1  State 
whether  you  have  ever  written  letters  of  that  character  to 
any  of  the  deposite  banks. 

**  Answer.  I  decline  giving  an  answer  to  this  interroga- 
tory." 

To  W.  D.  Lewis,  cashier  of  the  Girard  Bank,  page 
228. — "  Question  6.  Does  or  does  not  the  correspond- 
ence, copies  of  which  you  have  heretofore,  in  your  tesU'^ 
mony,  and  still  decline  to  lay  before  the  committee,  be- 
tween yourself  as  cashier  of  the  Girard  Bank  and  R.  M. 
Whitney  as  agent  of  that  bank,  relate  to  the  public  money 
in  or  out  of  said  bank,  its  use,  the  expected  use  of  the 
same  1  And  state,  further,  whether  the  said  correspondence 
upon  the  side  of  said  Whitney  is  marked  confidential ;  and, 
further,  whether  you  have  reason  to  apprehend  injury  to 
the  pecuniary  interest  of  said  bank,  if  you  were  to  make 
a  disclosure  of  the  same. 

«  Mr.  Pierce  objected  to  the  same,  which  was  decided 
in  the  negative  by  the  following  vote : 

"  At— Mr.  Peyton. 
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*<NoB8 — ^MefliTf.    Garland,    Pierce,    Fairfield,    Giilet, 
Martin,  Hamer." 

Page  238  of  the  journal  of  committee. — "Question  25. 
Docs  or  does  not  the  correspondence  to  which  reference  has 
be^n  made  relate  to  the  public  money  ?  State  whether 
R.  M.  Whitney  does  or  dues  not,  in  that  correspondence, 
give  such  information,  or  make  such  suggestions,  as  would 
be  important  to  be  communicated  to  a  bank,  or  individual, 
who  wished  to  use  the  public  money  for  purposes  of  specu- 
lation. .  Do  you  know  any  bank,  person,  cr  body  corpo- 
rate, which  has  engaged  in  speculation  in  consequence  there- 
of 1  In  answering  this  question  the  witness  is  required 
only  to  describe  the  correspondence,  without  going  into  its 
contents. 

«  Mr.  Giilet  objected  to  this  question ;  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative. 

«  ATES-^Mesars.  Peyton,  Wise,  Garland. 
"  Noss>— Messrs.  Giilet,  Hamer. 
**The  question  was  propounded  to  the  witness,  who 
replied  as  follows : 

**  Answer.  To  the  lattei  part  of  thb  interrogatory,  I  re- 
ply that  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  bank  or  persons  hav- 
ing engaged  in  speculation  in  consequence  of  information 
derived  from  Mr.  Whitney,  since  he  has  been  agent  for  the 
banks.  Having  declined  producing  my  correspondence 
with  Mr.  Whitney,  I  decline  stating  any  part  of  its  con- 
tents, or  the  nature  of  it,  believing  that  no  power  exists,  or 
can  exist,  in  a  committee  of  Congress,  to  require  it. 

Page  254,  journal  of  committee. — "  Question  31.  Has 
or  has  not  Mr.  Whitney  expressed  to  you,  or  to  any  other 
person,  to  your  knowledge,  either  verbally  or  otherwise, 
his  views,  or  course,  or  his  wishes^  on  any  subject  connect- 
ed with  this  inquiry,  since  it  was  agitateil,  and  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  to  investigate  it  at  the  present  session  of 
Congress  ?     If  yea,  state  the  purport  of  the  same. 

<*Mr.  Pierce  objected  to  this  question,  and  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative. 

*<  ATss-*Mes8rs.   Peyton,  Garland. 
"Nois — Messrs.  Pierce,  Martin,  Giilet,  Pairfield." 
Page  256,  journal  of  committee. — Mr.   Lewis  speaks  of 
the  letter  and  correspondence  which  has  passed  between 
said  Whitney,  as  agent,  and  himself,  as  cashier,  of  the  Gi- 
rard  Bank,  as  follows : 

«« They  are  not  my  property  for  any  such  purpose,  and  I 
have  therefore  no  privilege,  even  were  I  so  disposed,  to  per- 
mit them  to  go  out  of  my  possession,  or  to  be  made  public. 
Letters  of  this  character  belong  no  lest  to  the  writer  than  to 
the  person  to  whom  they  are  addressed.  I  hold  this  position 
to  be  sound,  and  accordant  with  the  dictates  both  of  justice 
and  honor." 

The  House  will  see^the  insuperable  difficulties  which 
were  thrown  in  the  way  of  a  full  investigation  of  this  sub- 
ject, by  the  strict  and  technical  construction  given  to  the 
resolution  of  the  House  by  the  majority  of  the  committee, 
by  the  obstinate  and  pertinacious  refusal,  on  the  part  of 
said  Whitney,  to  respond  before  the  committee,  and  the 
like  course  adopted  by  those  officers  of  the  deposite  banks 
who  were  supposed  to  be  in  possession  of  the  most  impor- 
tant information  on  the  subject,  while  acting,  as  it  may  not 
be  unjust  or  unreasonable  to  suppose,  under  the  appjehen- 
aion  of  injury  to  the  pecuniary  interests  of  the  institutions 
of  which  they  were  officers,  if  they  should  make  full  dis- 
closure of  what  they  knew. 

Whether  the  inquiries  contained  in  the  above  interroga- 
tories were  of  that  private  and  personal  character  which  was 
contended  for  by  the  witness,  Whitney,  as  well  as  the  offi- 
cers of  some  of  the  principal  banks  for  which  he  is  agent, 
will  be  for  the  House  to  determine. 

The  4th  and  5th  branches  of  the  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  will  be  considered  together ;  this  method 
will  avoid  much  repetition  of  the  evidence,  as  well  as  con- 
tribute to  a  more  distinct  and  perfoct  understanding  of  this 


part  of  the  subject  of  inquiry  before  the  committM.    Tht; 
are  as  follows : 

<'4th.  Was  such  agent  or  agents  employed  at  the  re- 
quest or  through  the  procurement  of  ths  Treasury  D^ 
partmenti 

<*  5th.  Is  the  business  of  the  Treasury  DeparUnent  with 
the  said  banks  conducted  through  the  said  agent  V 

If  the  Treasury  Department  did  procure  the  emplonoent 
of  said  agent,  it  would  be  an  encouragement  to  the  Unb 
to  transact  their  business  with  the  Department  througK 
him  as  their  organ ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  if  that  buit- 
ness  had  been  conducted  through  said  agent,  and  that  tou 
under  the  frank  of  the  Department,  there  could  ool  be  de- 
vised a  better  method  than  this  to  procure  his  empIoymeBt 
by  the  banks. 

How  far  the  agent  has  transacted  the  busineas  of  ihede 
posite  banks  with  the  Treasury  Department,  and  wbeib«t 
such  agent  has  been  employed  at  the  request  or  through  tb« 
procurement  of  the  Treasury  Department,  the  mbority  «ill 
proceed  to  show  by  the  evidence,  to  rely  upon  the  testinio- 
ny  of  any  other  witness  than  the  Secretary  of  the  Tffwa- 
ry,  and  the  clerks  in  the  Department;  but  inasmuch  utbeu 
testimony  has  been  stated,  it  will  not  be  recapitulated. 

First.  Mr.  Woodbury  wrote,  and  placed  in  the  p<w«^ 
sion  of  Mr.  Whitney,  the  letter  of  the  6th  November,  IW4, 
which  letter  is  a  recommendation  of  the  mostimpoaiDg  c}^«i- 
acter  in  favor  of  Mr.  Whitney,  and  rouat  have  been  lo  it- 
tended  by  the  writer  of  the  same ;  it  was  so  used  by  Mr 
Whitney,  and  so  viewed  by  the  bauiks  before  whom  it  vu 
laid.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  about  the  time  Mi 
Whitney  obtained  the  letter  in  question  from  the  Secretan 
of  the  Treasury,  he  was  on  the  eve  of  his  departure  for  it* 
Northern  cities,  to  solicit  the  agency  which  he  otoin«: . 
that  he  procured  another  recommendation  on  the  8th  No- 
vember, 1834,  three  days  after  the  date  of  the  Secrct&rjf 
letter,  written  by  one  living  at  this  dty,  high  in  the  confi- 
dence of  the  Executive,  as  he,  Whitney  himselfi  n;^ 
which  letter  is  not  only  a  strong  and  decided  recommecdi- 
tion  of  Whitney,  as  well  as  of  the  agency  to  be  atm. 
but  the  writer  speaks  in  the  most  decided  terms  of  apP^ 
bation  of  both,  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  the  PresiJff! 
of  the  United  States  and  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treaair^ 
These  two  letters,  written  so  near  to  each  other  in  point  i 
time,  upon  the  same  subject,  were  used  by  Whitney  as  kJ- 
tors  of  recommendation  to  the  banks,  which  viewed  tbfr 
in  the  same  light,  and  appointed  him  their  agent 

Page  13,  journal  of  committee. — ««9th.  In  anawei  ■• 
the  next  inquiry,  whether  said  agent  has  been  employe*-  ^ 
the  request  or  by  the  procurement  of  the  Treasury  Pepi^ 
ment,  I  would  observe  that  no  such  request  haa  been  nft* 
since  I  entered  on  the  duties  of  the  Secretary  of  theTre* 
ury,  nor  have  I  any  reason  to  believe  that  any  such  ^t\^'-^ 
emanated  from  my  predecessors.  Neither  haa  any  "i^l 
occurred,  to  my  knowledge,  which  could  be  constroci  n 
any  degree,  as  contributing  to  pfocure  his  employ^^^'* 
unless,  when  the  appointment  of  an  agent  waa,  in  1^^ 
voluntarily  proposed  by  several  of  the  banks,  to  be  ro*;^.^ 
the  Department,  it  declined  to  make  one,  though  coincii'nr^ 
in  the  opinion  which  they  expressed,  iat  one  migh**  -^ 
some  of  the  purposes  mentioned  in  their  letter,  be  at  ti]S<< 
found  very  beneficial  and  convenient  to  them." 

It  will  be  perceived  that  Mr.  Woodbury  does  not  contr' 
vert  the  facU  that  said  letter  did  contribute  to  procuni4 
said  employment,  and  that  it  was  so  understood  and  i^f*^, 
ed  at  the  time.  As  to  the  effect  prorluced  upon  the  cfSc(» , 
of  the  bank  before  whom  it  was  laid,  see  the  folK^"^ 
question  frdhi  Mr.  W.  D.  Lewis,  cashier  of  the  (ic^-- 
Bank: 

Page  289  of  journal  of  committee.— "27.  ^•f^l'f 
not  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  (Levi  ^^ 
bury,)  bearing  date  5th  November,  1834,  to  R.  M.  ♦** 
ney,  laid  before  the  board  of  the  Girard  Bank,  aa  •  i«^ 
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iDend&lVon,  at  the  time  he  applied  to  be  appointed  agent  of 
said  bank  ?  Was  or  was  not  that  the  only  letter  of  recom- 
mendation which  he  laid  before  that  banki  And  state 
whether  that  letter  did  or  did  not  satisfy  the  board  that  the 
saiil  Whitney  was  acceptable  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury. 

*^  Mr.  Giliet  objected  to  the  question^  which  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative. 
"Atks — Messrs.  Wise,  Peyton,  Garland.  -^ 

"Noss — Messrs.  Giliet,  Hamer.'' 
The  question  was  answered  as  follows : 
*<  In  my  replies  to  the  printed  interrogatories,  I  have 
detailed  the  circumstance  of  Mr.  Whitney's  appointment, 
and  submitted  a  copy  of  Mr.  Woodbury's  letter  referred  to. 
Whether  that  was  considered  by  our  board  as  a  letter  of 
recommendation,  I  do  not  know.     As  to  the  Girard  Bank, 
no  recommendation  of  Mr.  Whitney  was  necessary,  nor 
was  his  appointment  caused  by  that  letter.     For  myself,  I 
hare  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  it  satisfied  me  that  Mr. 
Whitney  would  be  acceptable  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, or  at  least  not  disagreeable  to  him." 

See,  alto,  the  resolution  of  the  Moyamcnsing  Bank, 
passed  on  the  1st  September,  1835,  in  which  this  is  the 
only  letter  of  recommendation  before  the  bank.  The  res- 
olution speaks  of  Mr.  Whitney  as  one  who  has  been  high- 
ly recommended,  Arc.  In  the  resolution  of  the  Girard 
Bank,  pMissed  10th  November,  1834,  it  is  stated  substan- 
tially that  Mr.  Whitney  has  heretofore  communicated  in- 
formation which  could  not  have  been  obtained  from  any 
other  source,  in  consideration  of  which,  it  appears,  he  was 
paid  one  year's  salary  in  advance  of  his  employment — 
#500. 

Page  111  of  journal  of  committee.  Question  to  Richard 
Ela,  a  clerk  in  the  Treasury  Department : 

<*  10.  Do  yon  know  of  any  application  made  by  R.  M. 
Whitney  to  any  officer  of  the  Treasury  Department,  either 
for  a  recommendation  to  be  employed  as  agent  for  any  de- 
posite  bank,  or  for  any  agency  or  office  in  that  Department 
connected  with  the  deposite  banks  ? 

"Answer.  I  do  not,  further  than  is  contained  in  the  let- 
ter of  the  Secretary  to  him,  dated  in  November,  1834,  ap- 
pended to  the  Secretary's  answer,  which  I  have -seen.'* 

Page  243  of  journal  of  committee.  President  of  the 
Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank,  Albany,  says : 

'*The  services  rendered  by  our  conesponding  agent  are, 
in  giving  attention  to  our  interests  and  communications, 
famishing  statements  concerning  the  condition  of  the  de- 
posite banks,  of  the  currency  and  exchanges,  with  the  ope- 
rations of  the  Treasury,  together  with  such  intelligence  as 
he  may  deem  to  be  of  public  importance  or  particular  in- 
terest to  us." 
Nos.  18  and  19,  he  says:  ^ 

*•  No  such  letter  or  circular  was  ever  received  by  us  from 
any  of  the  persons  referM  to,  nor  did  said  persons,  or  any 
of  them,  ever  intimate  a  wish,  or  make  a  request,  either  by 
letter,  circolary  or  otherwise,  touching  the  appointment  by 
us  of  an  agent.  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  I  presume  the 
i^ecretary  of  the  Treasury  has  been  fully  aware  of  the  ex- 
istence and  character  of  the  agency  established  by  the 
banks ;  and  that,  appreciathig  its  importance,  he  has  af- 
forded every  consistent  and  proper  facility  to  enable  the 
agent  to  serve  the  banks  usefully  and  faithfully." 

Page  847  of  journal  of  committee.  Witness^  John  Arm- 
strong, states : 

*♦  Reuben  M.  Whitney  conceived  it  to  be  his  duty,  which 
he  owed  to  those  banks  that  had  employed  him  as  their 
agent,  to  give  them  the  earliest  notice  of  the  course  that 
would  be  pursued  by  the  Secretary  of  the  'tteasury." 

Page  161  of  journal  of  committee.     The  following  Lb  a 
preamble  and  resolution  adopted  by  the  Bank  of  America, 
New  York,  November  21,  1834  : 
<<  Whereas  the  opinion  has  been  entertained  and  ex- 


pressed that  the  interest  of  this  bank,  and  the  other  banks 
in  this  city,  as  well  as  the  interest  of  the  commercial  com- 
munity, may  be  promoted  by  the  employment  of  a  suitable 
person,  resident  at  Washington,  to  act  as  agent  for  the 
three  deposite  banks  in  this  city,  to  obtain  and  communi- 
cate them,  with  the  full  consent  and  approbation  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  seasonable  mformation,  from 
time  to  time,  on  the  following  points,  as  well  as  other  gen- 
eral or  particular  information  which  may  be  useful  and 
proper  to  communicate,  viz : 

"The  amount  of  revenue  receivable  at  New  York  for  a 
period  of  two  or  three  months  to  come. 

**  The  amount,  or  probable  amount,  of  public  money  to 
be  disbursed  here,  or  the  amount  that  the  three  deposite 
banks  in  New  York  may  be  called  upon  to  pay  for  that 
purpose,  and  for  a  like  period. 

"  The  amount  of  public  money  that  they  may  probably 
be  required  to  transfer,  and  the  time  when,  and  lh<r  place 
or  places  where,  the  transfers  are  to  be  made. 

*«  Therefore,  resolved.  That  the  president  and  cashier  of 
this  bank  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized,  in  co-opera- 
tion and  conjunction  with  the  two  other  deposite  banks  of 
this  city,  or  with  the  presidents  and  cashiers  thereof,  to 
appoint  such  person  as  they  may  deem  suitable  and  proper 
to  act  as  agent  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  to  agree  to 
make  the  said  agent  suitable  compensation  for  his  services ; 
provided  that  the  amount  to  be  paid  him  by  this  bank  shall 
not  exceed  the  sum  of  six  hundred  dollars  per  annum." 
The  president  of  the  bank  states : 
*<  And  the  subscriber  further  says,  that,  soon  after  the 
preamble  and  resolution,  as  above  recited,  were  adopted  by 
the  board,  R  M.  Whitney  was  appointed  the  agent  in  con- 
formity therewith,  with  the  exception  only  that  the  com- 
pensation to  be  allowed  him  by  the  Bank  of  America  was 
agreed  to  be  one  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  as  was  un- 
derstood to  be  allowed  by  the  two  other  deposite  bank?)  in- 
stead of  six  hundred  dollars,  as  stated  in  the  resolution." 

By  reference  to  the  correspondence  of  the  banks  at  Bur- 
lington, Vermont,  and  at  Detroit,  Michigan,  to  which  the 
particular  attention  of  the  House  is  solicited,  it  will  appear 
that  Mr.  Whitney's  employment  was  looked  upon  by  those 
banks  as  a  measure  desirable  to  the  Government,  and  one 
which  was  necessary  on  thoir  part,  to  enable  them  to  co- 
operate in  carrying  out  the  great  measures  of  the  adminis- 
tration. It  will  further  ^appear  that  the  business  of  those 
banks  with  the  Department,  the  correspondence  touching 
financial,  fiscal,  and  political  affairs,  was  carried  on  with 
Mr.  Whitney ;  and  that  he  not  only  exercised  the  power  of 
procuring  for  them  the  use  of  the  public  money,  but  gives 
assurances  to  the  Burlington  Bank,  on  one  occasion,  that 
it  shall  have  as  much  mopey  as  it  can  hold,  (say  three 
fourths  of  its  capital  stock,)  from  some  time  in  the  summer 
of  1836  until  the  following  January.  It  will  further  appear 
that  the  Burlingpton  Bank  so  used  the  money  as  to  efifect 
political  changes,  as  it  is  stated,  in  fiivor  of  the  administra- 
tion, and  urged  that  as  a  reason  why  that  bank  should  be 
liberally  supplied  with  the  public  depositcs,  to  continue 
like  political  influence  in  the  spring  and  summer  of  163G. 
Page  12  of  journal  of  committee. — Mr.  iVoodbury's  an- 
swer, part  of  ftth.  **  In  two  or  three  other  cases,  and  those 
only,  individual  stockholders  of  banks  have  inquired  of  me, 
verbally,  as  to  the  utility  of  employing  such  an  agent.  In 
those  cases  (hey  were  informed  that  the  situation  and  busi- 
ness of  the  banks  in  which  they  were  interested  appeared 
to  be  so  small,  and  of  such  a  local  character,  that  they  were 
not,  in  my  opinion,  likely  to  derive  any  very  essential  ben- 
efit from  the  employment  of  an  agent  resident  here ;  and  it 
is  believed  that  they  never  have  employed  one."  ^ 

Page  34  of  journal  of  committee. — *<  Question  8.  Is 
Reulien  M.  Whitney  the  person  through  whom  all  or  any 
of  the  communications,  verbal  or  written,  which  are  or 
have  been  made  by  the  Treasury  Department,  or  by  you 
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personally,  to  the  banks  of  depoeite  of  the  public  money  of 
"which  he  is  agent,  or  which  are  or  have  been  made  by  said 
banks  to  said  Department,  or  to  you  personally  ? 

"  Answer.  In  reply  to  this  question,  if  properly  under- 
stood by  me,  I  would  state  that  most  of  the  communications 
received  from  the  deposite  banks,  or  made  to  them,  are 
direct  between  them  and  the  Department,  though  occasion- 
ally they  are  made  through  Mr.  Whitney,  in  behalf  of 
some  of  them.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  letter  on  record, 
from  or  to  Mr.  Whitney,  as  their  agent,  except  as  named 
in  my  report  of  the  1 1th  instant;  though  in  some  instances, 
I  think,  when  making  some  request  for  information  in  their 
behalf,  he  has  shown  to  me  letters,  or  held  them  in  his 
hand,  which  he  said  were  from  them. 

*'  When  the  application  in  their  behalf  has  been  made 
by  him  verbally,  and  no  letter  has  been  written  by  them  to 
the  Department,  it  has  been  customary  to  make  to  him  a 
verbal  reply,  if  the  business  was  of  little  importance.  But 
if  it  was  considered  of  much  magnitude,  a  written  commu- 
nication has  generally  been  sent  by  the  Department  directly 
to  the  hank  concerned. 

<<  Other  persons,  as  remarked  in  my  report  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  1  Ith  instant,  have  been  die  organ  of  commu- 
nicating the  wishes  of  several  of  the  deposite  banks,  on 
several  occasions,  and  in  a  manner  similar  to  that  above 
described  as  to  Mr.  Whitney." 

Same  page,  in  answer  to  9th  interrogatory,  he  says: 

**  All  the  communications  made  to  or  from  the  Depart- 
ment, whether  directly  or  through  Mr.  Whitney,  which 
have  been  found  on  record,  dec,  are  believed  to  be  annexed 
to  my  report,"  &c. 

Page  226. -^Wm.  D.  Lewis,  cashier  of  the  Girard  Bank : 

"Question  1.  In  your  testimony  which  was  forwarded 
to  the  committee  heret<^re  it  is  stated  as  follows,  to  wit: 
'  I  have  on  some  occasions,  in  my  personal  correspondence 
with  Mr.  Whitney,  availed  myself  of  his  presence  at  Wash- 
ington to  make  informal  inquiries  of  difierent  officers  of  the 
Government,  and  suggestions  relating  to  the  interest  of  the 
bank ;  but  the  business  communications  of  the  bank  with 
the  Treasury  Department  have  been  direct  in  all  cases.' 
Were  the  inquiries  and  suggestions  above  referred  to  of  a 
public  nature,  which  concerned  the  bank  as  a  fiscal  agent  1 
And  state  what  aid  the  said  Whitney  rendered  in  and  about 
the  same  or  similar  business,  at  any  time. 

<<  Answer.  They  related  no  pirther  to  the  bank,  as  a 
fiscal  agent  of  the  Government,  than  that,  if  the  bazik.had 
not  been  a  fiscal  agent,  the  inquiries  and  suggestions  would 
not  have  been  made,  and  could  not  have  arisen.  I  will  state 
a  case,"  dec. 

"Since  the  Girard  Bank  has  been  a  depository  of  the 
public  money,  great  efforts  have  been  made,  at  different 
times,  by  various  banks  in  Philadelphia^  to  obtain  a  portion 
of  it.  I  have  on  one  or  more  of  these  occasions  informed 
Mr.  Whitney,  and  requested  him  to  make  it  known  to  the 
Treasury  Department,  that  if  other  depositoties  were  ap- 
pointed in  Philadelphia,  the  amount  of  the  public  money 
left  with  us  might  not  remunerate  the  bank  for  the  labor 
and  responsibilities  of  the  duties  it  had  engaged  to  perform 
for  the  Government.  He  made  the  suggestions,  but  I  am 
not  aware  that  the  bank  received  any  aid  from  him,"  &c. 

Page  87,  journal  of  committee. — '*  Question  32.  Have 
you  ever  used  the  following  language  in  any  of  your  circu- 
lar letteis  or  instructions  to  any  of  the  public  ofHcers,  to 
wit :  <  I  have  forwarded  a  copy  of  this  to  each  of  the  public 
receivers,  and  have  no  doubt  that  they  will  act  with  such 
fairness  that  no  injustice  will  be  done  to  any  one  of  the 
deposite  banks.  Should  it  ever  be  otherwise,  and  any  one 
of  the  banks  have  cause  to  feel  aggrieved,  I  am  authorized 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  say  that  he  will  take 
the  most  prompt  measures  to  remove  any  just  ca\}se  of 
complaint]*  If  yea,  state  whether  you  had  received  any 
such  authority  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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Answer.  I  refer  the  committee  to  my  printed  letter  of 
the  29th  of  August,  1835,  (see  append^  I  2,)  inwbHi 
will  be  found  the  paragraph  quoted  in  this  interrogitoiy. 

*'  In  effecting  tne  arrangements  informed  of  in  tlut  let- 
ter, a  fear  was  expressed  by  some  of  the  btoki  that  the 
banks  and  receivers  might  not  act  in  perfect  faimen  with 
each  other,  and  that  some  of  the  banks  might  be  mlnttt  u» 
impositions  under  the  arrangements  they  entered  into.  I . 
communicated  the  same  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasaiy, 
who,  viewing,  as  I  believed,  the  arrangement  an  importsBl 
one  for  the  community,  and  for  the  purpose,  as  I  supposed, 
of  inspiring  the  banks  with  confidence  that  they  woold  go! 
be  imposed  upon,  told  me  I  might  communicate  to  them 
the  substance  of  what  is  contained  in  the  concluding  pstt 
of  the  quotation,  though  probably  in  other  words." 

**  Question  35.  In  forwarding  to  the  public  officers  srJ 
to  the  deposite  banks  the  before-mentioned  circulars » 
making  any  other  communications  to  them,  have  ym  i\ 
any  time  used  the  frank  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasun, 
or  any  other  officer  of  that  Department  ?  If  yea,  staU^  ii  '^' 
has  been  your  habit  to  do  so. 

« •  Answer.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  franked, «  «• 
thorized  to  be  franked,  two  or  three  of  the  circulars  fanii^nl 
to  the  committee,  marked  A,  one  of  each  of  which  rj 
forwarded  to  many,  if  not  all,  of  the  deposite  banks,  aii<i  of 
one  of  them  a  copy  was  sent  to  each  of  the  receivers,  tl* 
franked  by  him.  Also,  tables  showing  the  oondiiion  *a 
the  deposite  banks,  which  I  have  occasionally  prepared,  tb> 
character  of  which  was,  in  all  cases,  made  known  to  bb. 
or  the  papers  themselves  being  first  shown  to  him.  BevorJ 
these,  I  do  not  recollect  that  ho  has  ever  franked,  or  iiitbD- 
rized  to  be  franked,  any  communications  to  the  hanks,  r 
to  any  other  person  whatever,  of  mine." 

The  minority  would  particularly  refer  to  the  folkmiaf 
extracts  from  the  testimony  of  the  Hon.  Levi  WoodboiT, 
to  prove— 

1st.  That  there  is  an  agent  employed  by  some  of  ^ 
deposite  banks  to  transact  their  duftnest  with  the  Trtie^ 
Department, 

2d.  What  the  description  of  that  business  is. 

3d.  That  correspondence,  containing  claims,  w<f3f&\ 
and  complaints,  and  matters  of  strict  business,  hu  b^r 
conducted  through  this  i^ent  from  some  of  the  depoott 
banks  with  the  Treasury  Department ;  that  argumeoU  vt 
made  by  him  to  the  ^Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  vbifl^ 
caused  the  Secretary  to  examine  important  suhjcds  cnD- 
cally ;  and  that  this  agent  has  had  authority  confermi  ti»:i 
him  by  some  of  said  banks,  under  which  he  aettd,  and  i- 
elined  to  act,  which  authority  was  known  to  the  Secn^s^T 
of  the  Treasury  ;  and  that  the  Secretary  communicaK^*  & 
swers  through  this  agent  to  the  banks. 

**  8.  *  I'he  names  of  the  banks  employing  said  ip^ 
are,  with  the  few  exceptions  before  aUuded  to,  nnkB<)'^- 
to  roe,  except  by  rumor. 

«  Besides  the  Planten'  Bank  at  Natchez,  and  the  O^ 
mercial  Bank  at  Cincinnati,  copies  of  whose  correspondfc' 
have  already  been  furnished,  I  think  that  in  one  at  t«/ 
cases  of  difference  of  opinion  as  to  claims  tnade  t^  i^ 
banks  through  iJieir  agent,  and  in  those  alone,  a^»^<f' 
communication  was  shown  to  nuby  him,  oonoemiog  ^ 
authority  confided  by  them, 

"  But  the  final  question  in  those  cases  not  having  l^^ 
one  as  to  competent  authority  on  the  part  of  the  ag^ri< '  | 
do  any  oflficial  act  in  their  behalf,  but  as  to  the  safficir^^ 
of  the  reasons  in  favor  of  the  claims  or  regtusts  n^  ^ 
him,  and  which  are  believed  not  to  have  b^  accedes  t'- 
it  did  not  become  necessary  to  ask  the  evidence  of  his  i^ 
thority  to  be  filed  /  and  no  names  are  lecollected  U}^^-^ 
those  above  stated,  except  the  Commercial  Bank  at  ><' 
Orleana." 

<*  44.  In  the  cases  alluded  to  in  your  report  of  the  1^^ 
instant,  where  the  Planters'  Bank,  Natchez,  tod  the  C^^ 
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mercial  B«nl(|  Cincinnati,  confided  authority  npon  said 
Whitney,  aa  shown  to  you  in  a  written  communication, 
what  was  that  authority,  what  were  the  claims  or  requests 
nude  by  him,  what  was  the  case  of  the  Commercial  Bank 
It  New  OHeans  1 

"Mr.  Giliet  objected  to  this  question,  which  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative  by  the  following  vote  : 

"Arss — Messrs.  Crarland,  Pierce,  Wise,  Johnson,  Ha- 
mer,  MarUn,  9eyton,  Fairfield. 

"No— Mr.  Gillet. 

"  Answer.  The  cases  referred  to  in  my  report  of  the  1 1th 
initant,  where  difierences  of  opinion  occun^,  and  an  ou- 
ihmty  was  produced,  but  not  found  necessary  to  be  filed, 
irere  ihiwe  of  the  Commercial  Bank  at  Cincinnati  and 
the  Commercial  Bank  at  New  Orleans.     I  mentioned  the 
Plaoters'  Bank  only  aa  one  in  which  a  general  notice  had 
}e«n  given,  and  was  on  file,  as  to  his  agency,  and  a  copy 
which  was  annexed.     The  particular  case  of  the  Commer- 
ual  Bank  at  Cincinnati  was,  so  &r  as  I  recollect,  a  letter 
vhich  he  held  in  his  hand  and  ready  wishing  him  to  re- 
putt  the  Department  to  change  the  place  to  which  some 
\f  the  tranters  otUstanding  against  it  were  to  be  made, 
uch  as  firom  other  parts  of  Ohio  or  Kentucky,  to  New 
)rleans  or  Philadelphia ;  and  stating  the  reasons  for  the 
tqutst  to  be,  that  the  banks  in  Ohio  and  Kentucky  would 
nvbably  demand  specie^  or  be  less  aecommodaiing  as  to 
he  payments  than  those  at  a  distance.     I  think  it  stated, 
urther,  that  an  extension  of  some  of  the  transfers  was 
ksirabky  if  the  Department  could  conveniently  grant  it, 
ind  complained  that  the  time  already  allowed  was  too 
hort.     The  agefii  also  urged  both  these  requests^  assigti-' 
fig  similar  reascns,  and  that  the  time  granted  in  several 
ases  was  less  than  that  formerly  allowed,  under  like  cir- 
lumstances,  to  the  United  States  Bank,  to  make  transfers, 
declined  to  change  the  places  from  Ohio  and  Kentucky, 
a  rcqaested,  because,  under  the  late  deposite  law,  I  felt 
oond  to  confine  to  the   neighborhood  those  particular 
ransfers,  till  about  money  enough  was  placed  in  Ohio  and 
Centucky  to  meet  their  share  of  the  anticipated  division  of 
le  surplus  and  tlie  current  expenditures,  rather  than  send 
:  to  a  distance ;  hut  the  time  for  some  of  the  transfers, 
rhich  seemed  too  short,  I  proposed  to  extend  as  long  as 
ttmtd  to  me  proper.     He,  however^  declined  taking  such 
xiension  in  behalf  of  the  bank,  unless  I  could  make  it 
rnger,  tbii^ing  it  would  not  be  useful  so  little  extended ; 
Dd,  therefore^  I  wrote  to  the  bank  itself  what  had  been 
roposed  to  him,  and  his  declining  it,  and  that  I  should, 
otwithstandsng,  give  the  extension  which  to  me  seemed 
oitable,  and  the  hank,  if  not  accepting  it,  might  pay  the 
loney  over  at  the  time  originally  fixed.     In  resj^t  to  the 
commercial  Bank  at  New  Orleans,  the  application  by  the 
gent  was,  aocording  to  my  recollection,  with  a  letter  set' 
ng  out  thai  the  Department  had,  by  transfers  and  war- 
mts,  drawn  out,  or  proposed  to  draw  out,  all  or  nearly 
U  the  public  money  tn  tts  possession,  and  wishing  him 
>  request  ii  to  revtme  some  of  the  transfers,  and  possibly 
^postpone  some  to  a  much  later  day  if  none  could  be  re- 
vtcd     I  informed  him  that  the  bank  must  be  in  an  error, 
3,  before  signing  a  transfer  or  sending  one,  I  was  always 
ireful  to  see  that  it  would  not  reduce  a  bank  too  low.     I 
mt  for  the  clerk  who  had  charge  of  the  subject,  and  ex* 
mined  into  ii  critically,  and  declined  to  revoke  any  of 
lem,  as  I  felt  satisfied  that/Ae  bank  and  its  agent  consid- 
fed  the  money  the  bank  had  been  notified  it  would  proba- 
ly  be  called  on  to  pay  the  State  of  Louisiana  during  1837, 
ut  for  which  no  transfers  had  then  been  issued,  and  which 
told  him  would  not  be  issued  when  the  time  of  payment 
rrived,  provided    the  bank  should,  before  that  time,  be 
rawn  down  too  low.     /  informed  him,  also,  that  the  bank 
ad,  by  mistake,  included  one  transfer,  in  order  to  make  out 
:s  case,  which  had  never  been  issued,  according  to  our  rec- 
rds ;  and  hence  J  could  not  revoke  any  that  had  been  is- 


sued. He  sumed  to  be  satisfied  that  the  bank  was  right. 
Whether  any  extensions  of  time  were  given  in  this  case  I 
do  not  remember,  but  know  that  none  were  g^ven  beyond 
the  period  of  the  quarterly  payments  to  the  States,  for 
which  purpose  these  transfers  had  been  seasonably  ordered.'' 

«8.  Is  Reuben  M.  Whitney  the  peraon  thrQugh  whom 
all  or  any  of  the  communications,  verbal  or  written,  which 
are  or  have  been  made  by  the  Treasury  Department,  or  by 
you  personally,  to  the  banks  of  deposite  of  the  public 
money  of  whidi  he  is  agent,  or  which  are  or  have  been 
made  by  said  banks  to  said  Department,  or  to  you  perton- 
allyl  ' 

**  Answer.  In  reply  to  this  question,  if  properly  under- 
stood by  me,  I  would  state  that  most  of  the  communicationi 
received  from  the  deposite  banks,  or  made  to  them,  are 
direct  between  them  and  the  Department,  though  occasion- 
ally they  are  made  through  Mr,  Whitney  in  behalf  of 
some,  of  them.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  letter  on  record,  . 
from  or  to  Mr.  Whitney,  as  their  agent,  except  as  named 
in  my  report  of  the  1 1th  instant ;  though  in  some  instances, 
I  think,  when  making  some  request  for  information  in 
their  behalf,  he  has  shown  to  me  letters,  or  held  them  in 
his  hand,  which  he  said  were  from  them. 

**  When  the  application  in  their  behalf  has  been  made 
by  him  verbally,  and  no  letter  has  been  written  by  them  to 
the  Department,  it  has  been  customary,  to  make  to  him  a 
verbal  reply,  if  the  business  was  of  little  importance.  But 
if  it  was  considered  of  much  magnitude,  a  written  com- 
munication has  generally  been  sent  by  the  Department 
directly  to  the  bmk  concerned. 

«  Other  persons,  as  remarked  in  my  report  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  1 1th  instant,  have  been  the  or^anof  com- 
municating the  wishes  of  several  of  the  deposite  banks  on 
several  occasions,  and  in  a  manner  similar  to  that  above 
described  aa  to  Mr.  Whitney." 

*<  9.  Are  most  or  all  of  the  communications  received  by 
you  or  the  Department  firom  the  deposite  banks,  or  made 
to  them  by  you  or  the  Department,  directly  or  through  Mr. 
Whitney,  contained  in  your  communication  of  the  11th 
instant  to  this  committee  ?  If  not,  whete  and  what  are  theyl 

"  Mr.  Oillet  objected  to  its  being  propounded.  On  the 
question.  Shall  the  interrogatory  be  propounded  1  it  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

**Atxs — Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Wise, 
Johnson,  Hamer,  Martin,  Peyton. 

"No— Mr.  Gillet. 

<<  The  question  being  propounded  to  the  witness,  he  re- 
turned the  following  answer : 

**  All  the  communications  made  to  or  from  the  Depart- 
ment, whether  directly  or  through  Mr,  Whitney,  which 
have  been  found  on  record  or  on  file,  and  which  relate  to 
his  appointment  or  compensation  as  agent,  are  believed  to 
be  annexed  to  my  report  to  the  committee  on  the  1 1th  in- 
stant. 

*'  But  there  are  numerous  other  communications  on  other 
subjects  with  the  deposite  banks,  relating  te  their  duties 
and  requests,  &c.,  both  to  and  from  them,  and  which 
probably  fill  several  volumes,  and  are  now  at  the  Depart- 
ment." 

As  to  the  sixth  and  last  subject  of  inquiry  contained  in 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  viz :  <*  Does 
said  agent  receive  any  compensation   from  the  Treasury 
Department  V*  the  minority  are  of  opinion,  from  the  evi- 
dence, that  although  he  does  not  receive  directly  any  pay 
or  emolument  from   the  Treasury  Department,   yet  it  is 
manifest  that  the  banks,  who  are  depositories  of  the  public 
{  money,  and  which  have  thereby  become  practically  the 
I  Treasury  of  the  Government,   would  not  have  employed 
!  and  paid  said  agent,  if  they  were  not  depositories  of  the 
I  public  money. 

I      Page  238  of  the  journal  of  the  committee. — Question  to 
1  W.  D.  Lewis,  cashier  of  the  Girard  Bank : 
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*'  Question  22.  Would  the  Girard  Bimk  have  any  use 
for  the  agency  of  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  auch  as  said  agen- 
cy is  now  constituted,  if  said  bank  were  not  a  deposite 
bankt 

"Mr.  Gillet  objected  to  this  question,  which  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative  by  the  following  vote  : 

"Atss— Messrs.  Peyton,  Wise,  Garland. 

**Noss — Messrs.  GiUet,  Hamer. 

"  The  question  was  propounded  to  tlie  witness,  who  re- 
plied as  follows : 

**  Answer.  I  think  not." 

The  minority  of  the  committee  respectfully  suggest  for 
the  consideration  of  the  House  in  future,  if  it  should  think 
proper  to  resume  the  consideration  of  this  subject,  when 
more  time  can  be  granted  for  such  an  investigation,  which 
will  require  the  whole  of  a  long  session  of  Concrress,  in- 
stefid  of  the  short  and  inadequate  period  which  has  been 
allowed  to  this  committee. 

It  was  not  until  the  20th  day  of  January  that  the  com- 
mittee adopted  a  resolution  oalling  upon  the  officers  of  the 
deposite  banks,  and  receivers  of  the  public  money,  to  for- 
ward to  the  committee  such  evidence  as  might  be  in  their 
possession ;  and  it  was  determined  on  the  18th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary that  the  committee  would  take  no  additional  testi- 
mony afier  that  day,  circumscribing  the  whole  investiga- 
tion within  the  time  of  twenty-nine  days.  And  the  com- 
mittee are  hurried  on  to  make  their  report  before  any  an- 
swer or  communication  has  been  received  from  many 
sources,  from  which  important  evidence  was  expected  to 
be  received. 

That  there  is  much  important  evidence  which  the  cofh- 
mittce  have  been  unable  to  obtain,  for  want  of  time,  will 
in  some  measure  appear  by  the  following  extracts  taken 
from  letters  received  by  a  member  of  the  committee  from 
gentlemen  of  the  first  intelligence  and  standing. 

First,  from  a  gentleman  in  Philadelphia,  stating  that 
Mr.  Van  Wyck,  cashier  of  the  Union  Bank,  which  is  a 
depository  of  the  public  money  at  Nashville  Tennessee, 
said  in  Philadelphia  that  when  he  visited  Washington,  on 
business  connected  with  the  deposite  bank  of  which  he  is 
an  officer,  he  called  upon  Mr.  Whitney,  laid  his  business 
before  him,  together  with  a  check  or  bill  for  one  thousand 
dollars,  and  on  the  next  day  he  was  informed  by  Mr. 
Whitney  that  the  favors  or  acconunodations  which  he 
sought  were  granted. 

About  the  time  this  letter  was  received,  on  the  morning 
of  the  28th  of  January,  the  witness,  R.  M.  Whitney,  re- 
turned before  the  coaimittce  to  file  certain  letters  to  which 
reference  had  been  made  by  him  at  a  previous  examination, 
and  the  following  questions  were  propounded  to  him  by 
Mr.  Peyton,  (see  page  103  of  the  journal  of  the  com- 
mittee :) 

"  Question  2.  Did  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  intro- 
duce to  you  John  Tillson,  jr.,  when  he  came  to  Washing- 
ton on  the  business  of  obtaining  a  deposite  of  the  public 
money  in  the  Bank  of  Illinois,  called  the  State  Bank,  of 
which  he  was  a  director,  and  refer  him  to  you  on  that  sub- 
ject! 

»*  Answer.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  did  not  in- 
troduce Mr.  Tillson  to  me,  nor  to  my  knowledge  was  he 
ever  referred  to  me  by  that  officer.  As  well  as  I  now 
recollect,  Mr.  Tillson  was  introduced  to  me  by  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, of  Cincinnati,  at  the  time  he  presented  the  letter 
from  J.  D.  Beers. 

<<  Question  3.-  When  Mr.  Van  Wyck,  cashier  of  one 
of  the  deposite  banks  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  came  to 
this  city,  some  time  since,  on  business  connected  with  the 
said  deposite  bank,  did  he  lay  his  busineps  before  you,  to- 
gether with  a  bill  or  check  for  one  thousand  dollars,  or  any 
other  sum  of  money  ?  State  fully  all  the  facts  and  circum- 
Rtances  of  this  transaction. 

**  Answer.  I  decline  answering  this  interrogatory.*' 


The  witness  having  declined  answering  the  interrogiio- 
ry,  Mr.  Peyton,  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  propoeed 
that  several  interrogatories  should  be  propounded  to  Mr. 
Van  Wyck,  and  forwarded  without  delay  to  the  commis- 
sioners  at  Nashville,  Tennessee ;  and,  pending  this  motkn, 
Mr.  GiUet  moved  that  the  committee  should  adjoum; 
which  being  negatived,  the  vote  was  taken  on  the  piopo- 
sed  interrogatories  to  Mr.  Van  Wyck,  as  fofiows : 

**Ats8 — Messrs.  Garland,  Wise,  Johnson,  Hamer, 
Martin,  Peyton. 

"  Noss— Messrs.  Pierce,  Fairfield,  GiUet*' 

The  following  is  an  extract  firom  the  letter  dated  Nash- 
ville, February  9,  1837,  to  a  member  of  the  oommittef, 
from  a  gentleman  in  that  city  : 

<<It  is  pecuUarly  unfortunate  that  Van  Wyck  left  this 
for  New  Orleans  about  the  15th  of  January.     He  staled 

the  same  here  to ,  and  others,  that  he  did  in  Philsfki- 

phia ;  and  were  it  possible  to  get  his  testimony,  it  woclM 
be  a  clincher,*'  dec. 

From  a  gentleman  in  Cincinnati : 

«I  am  under  subpoena  to  testify  in  the  Whitney  m^ji- 
ries.  My  information  is  hearsay  only.  The  questjom. 
as  propounded,  are  not  calculated  to  elicit  facta  and  mc- 
tives  as  they  exist  in  the  deposite  banks  here.  Under  tb^ 
present  questions,  nothing  will  be  obtained,"  dec. 

On  the  protest  of  the  said  Whitney  the  nunority  vrC 
forbear  to  make  any  further  comment  &an  to  remark  ihsr 
the  learned  counsel  who  drew  up  that  protest,  in  wbkh 
they  portray  and  defend  in  such  eloquent  terms  the  sancii- 
ty  of  private  rights,  appear  to  have  overlooked  the  potr.; 
upon  wbich  the  whole  argument  turns,  to  wit :  that  f . 
M.  Whitney's  agency,  in  transacting  the  buainess  between 
the  deposite  banks  and  the  Treasury,  and  which  gives  his 
the  control  of  the  public  money,  is  not  %privaU  and  ini- 
vidual,  but  a  pubUe  and  official  employment. 

The  minority  would  earnestly  call  the  attention  of  tb« 
House  to  the  position  assumed  in  the  protest  of  aaid  Whh- 
ney,  aa  well  as  by  several  of  the  deposite  banks,  that  th« 
Secretary  of  the  Treaeury  alone  has  the  right  of  examtr- 
ing,  either  by  himself  or  by  his  agent,  into  the  oondiuds 
of  the  deposite  banks  and  safety  of  the  public  inonrr,  but 
that  Congress  has  no  right  whatever  to  exercise  a  vifitix:: 
or  supervising  power  over  the  banks  who  are  depossb£%* 
of  the  public  money,  in  any  case  whatever. 

To  illustrate  the  absurdity  of  this  position,  it  is  only  ce- 
eessaiy  to  suppose  a  case  in  which  a  Secretary  of  tli^ 
Treasury,  either  from  want  of  capacity  or  integrity,  ^ikf^sLl 
give  up  his  control,  and  permit  the  treasure  of  the  nat:^ 
to  be  squandered  or  divided  out  as  legitimate  spoils  betwer: 
the  fiscal  agents  of  the  Government  and  their  secret  &a£ 
confidential  agent.  In  such  a  case  as  this,  has  not  C::s:- 
gress  the  power  to  interpose  and  rescue  the  treasnrs  of  it' 
country  ? 

In  the  conclusion  of  the  protest  of  the  witness,  (R.  M 
Whitney,)  he  introduces  the  subject  of  his  character,  is- 
conduct  during  the  late  war,  and  his  examinatioin  befbrt  & 
committee  appointed  to  examine  into  the  afiairsof  the  V^-^ 
ted  States  Bank  in  1832.  (See  page  79  of  journal. )  H- 
says : 

*<  I  went  to  Canada  as  a  clerk ;  I  aAerwards  became  i:t 
gaged  in  business  on  my  own  account.  When  the  ^^ 
broke  out  I  had  a  great  deal  of  money  scattered  ab>Mit  : ' 
that  country,  having  sold  much  on  credit,  all  of  whkb  •' 
should  have  sacrificed  by  leaving  it,  when  war  was  de- 
clared. I  remained,  therefore,  having  the  penniefrion  ^t 
the  British  Government  to  do  so.  I  took  an  oath  to  »br 
the  laws  of  the  country  while  I  remained  there." 

The  witness  having  thus  voluntarily  made  an  iasu^  &3 ' ' 
his  character  and  conduct,  the  minority  will  submit  a  l:?^ 
statement  of  the  facts,  without  cominenL 

In  the  minority  report  of  the  hank  committef»,  at  fii- 
307,  it  is  stated  : 
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''There  was  one  occurrence  during  the  traniactionf  of 
Thomas  Biddle  dc  Co.  with  the  bank  which  merits  partic- 
ular notice. 

"An  informer  and  witness  by  the  name  of  Whitney, 
who  bad  formerly  been  a  director  of  the  bank,  was  pro- 
dacad,  who  declared,  upon  oath,  that  in  May,  1824,  two 
of  the  cathiers  of  the  bank  had  informed  him  that  Thomas 
Diddle  dt  Co.  bad  been  in  the  habit  of  drawing  money  out 
of  the  bank  on  a  deposifce  of  stock  in  the  teller's  drawer, 
without  paying  intertit,  and  that  the  president  of  the 
bank  has  discounted  two  notes,  one  for  Thomas  Biddle  dc 
Co.  and  one  for  Charles  Biddle,  without  the  authority  of 
the  directors.     This  witness  stated  that  he  went  with  theee 
officers  of  the  bank,  and  examined  the  teller's  drawer  and 
the  discount  book,  and  found  the  facts  which  had  been 
stated  to  him  verified  by  the  examination.     He  also  stated, 
to  giro  additional  certainty  to  his  averments,  that  he  made 
1  memorandum  at  the  time,  with  the  dates  of  the  traniFac- 
tionf,  which  memorandum  he  produced  to  the  committee. 
Uaving  thus  unalterably  fixed  the  date  of  the  transaction, 
as  if  by  some  fatality  he  went  on  to  say  that  he  immediate- 
ly proceeded  iiito  the  room  of  Mr.  Biddle,  the  president, 
and  remonstrated  with  him  against  the  irregular  proceed- 
ingf,  and  that  \tr,  Biddlo  promised  him  that  they  should 
Qot  occar  again. 

**  In  the  interval  between  the  adjournment  of  the  com- 
nuttee  that  day,  and  its  meeting  the  next,  a  member  of  the 
board  of  directors  suggested  to  Mr.  Biddle  that  he  was, 
about  the  time  of  this  alleged  transaction,  in  the  city  of 
MTuhington.  On  examining  the  journal  of  the  board,  and 
the  letter-book,  it  was  found,  by  entries  and.  letters,  (hat 
for  fleveral  days  previous  to  the  alleged  interview  between 
the  president  and  Whitney,  and  for  several  days  after- 
wards,  the  president  was  absent  on  a  visit  to  this  city,  on 
business  of  the  bank,  and  General  Cadwalader  was  acting 
u  president  in  hia  place.  Thus  was  this  artfully  devised 
itory,  which  was  intended  to  blast  the  reputation  of  a  high- 
ninded  and  honorable  man,  through  one  of  those  extraor- 
linary  interpositions  by  which  Providence  sometimes  con- 
ounds  the  contrivances  of  the  wicked,  made  to  recoil  upon 
he  head  of  its  inventor,  who  must  forever  stand  forth  as  a 
^lasted«monument  of  the  speedy  and  retributive  justice  of 
ieaven." 

The  following  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  by 
be  committee,  a  majority  of  whom  were  the  political  friends 
f  said  Whitney,  and  three  of  that  majority,  to  wit :  Messrs. 
•  Thomas,  of  Maryland,  C  C.  Cambreleng,  of  New 
^ork,  and  Col.  R.  M.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  arc  now 
leinbers  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

**  Resolved,  That  the  charges  brought  against  the  presi- 
i*nt,  of  lending  money  to  Mr.  Thomas  Biddle  dc  Co.  with- 
ut  interest,   and  of  discounting  notes  for  that  house,  and 
t  Charles  Biddle,   without  the  sauction  of  the  directors, 
re  without  foundation  ;  and  that  there  does  not  exist  any 
round  for  charging  the  pr^ident  with  having  shown,  or 
tanifested  any  disposition  to  show,  any  partiality  to  those 
idividuals,  in  their  transactions  with  the  bank." 
The  following  questions  were  propounded  to  said  Whit- 
^v,  when  examined  before  that  committee  in  1832 : 
**  Question  by   Mr.    Watmough.  How  long  have  you 
:cn  a  resident  of  this  country  1 
**  Answer.   I  was  born  in  this  country. 
**  Question  by  same.    Were  you  not  a  resident  of  Cana- 
i  during  the  late  war  1 

"Answer.   I  resided  there  from   1808  to  the  spring  of 
H6,  when  I  removed  to  this  city. 
"  Question  by  Mr.  Adanui.  In  what  place  in  Canada  did 
m  reside  during  the  late  war  ? 

"  .\nswer.  In  Montreal.     I  went  to  Canada  as  a  clerk, 
ifterwards  became  engaged  in  business  on  my  own  ac- 
unt.     When   the  war  broke  out,  I  had  a  great  deal  of 
Dney  scattered  about  in  that  country,  having  sold  much 
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on  credit,  all  of  which  I  should  have  sacrificed  by  leaving 
it  when  war  was  declared.  I  remained,  therefore,  having 
the  permission  of  the  British  Government  to  do  ao. 

"  Question  by  same.  Did  you  ever  ask  permtsiion  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  to  remain  there  t 

<*  Answer.  I  never  did. 

**  Question  by  same.  On  what  conditions  did  the  British 
Government  permit  you  to  remain  in  Canada  during  the  warl 

<*  Answer.  I  took  an  oath  to  observe  the  laws  of  tha 
country  while  I  remained  there. 

*'  Question  by  same.  Did  you  understand  that  to  be  an 
oath  of  allegiance  ? 

"Answer.  No  ;  I  did  not,  permanently ^ 

The  committee  adopted  the  following  as  the  29th  inter- 
rogatory : 

"At  the  time  he  [Whitney]  was  so  designated,  were 
you  acquainted  with  him  personally ;  and  was  he  favorably 
known  to  you,  either  for  capacity  or  integrity  ? 

'*  To  this  interrogatory  some  of  the  officers  of  the  bank 
responded  favorably  to  said  Whitney.  And  one  of  them, 
(Philip  Riley,)  a  director  in  the  Moyamensing  Bank  of 
Philadelphia,  responded  unfavorably  to  his  diaracter." 

The  following  interrogatory  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Pey- 
ton, to  be  put  to  Chief  Justice  Taney,  (page  146 :) 

"Question  5.  At  that  time,  was  Mr.  Whitney  knov^ni 
to  you  1  If  yea,  was  he  favorably  known  to  you  for  ca- 
pacity, aa  well  aa  integrity  f 

"  Mr.  Gillet  objected  to  this  question ;  which  was  decided 
in  the  negative,  by  the  following  vote  : 

"Ates — Messrs.  Garland,  Wise,  Peyton. 

"  Noxs— Messrs.  Fairfield,  Gillet,  Hamer,  Martin." 

And  the  question  was  not  propounded  to  Mr.  Toney, 
notwithstanding  it  had  been  to  other  witnesses. 

Page  61,  question  48:  To  Mr.  Woodbury  : 

«  Do  you  know  Reuben  M.  Whitney's  general  charac- 
ter for  truth  and  veracity ;  and  would  you  believe  him  on 
oath,  when  strongly  tempted  to  swear  falsely  ? 

"  Mr.  Hamer  objected  to  this  question  ;  and  it  was  re- 
jected." 

Questions  of  a  like  nature,  embracing  the  general  charac- 
ter for  honesty  and  veracity,  were  propounded  to  many 
other  witnesses,  and  rejected. 

The  following  questions  were  proi)oundcd  to  Wm.  D. 
Lewis,  cashier  of  the  Girard  Bank  : 

Page  233,  Question  7. — **  In  your  last  answer  you  say 
that,  so  far  as  your  personal  knowledge  extends  of  Mr. 
Whitney,  it  is  favorable  to  his  character  for  capacity  and 
integrity.  Will  you  be  good  enough  to  say  how  far  your 
personal  knowledge  does  extend  ?  Do  you  know  R.  M. 
Whitney*s  general  character  as  an  honest,  truttivorthy 
man  ?    If  yea,  is  that  general  character  good  or  bad  ! 

"  Mr.  Gillet  objected  to  this  question  ;  which  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative,  by  the  following  vote : 

"  At— Mr.  Peyton. 

"Noes — Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Gillet,  Fairfield, 
Martin. 

"Question  S.  Are  you  or  arc  you  not  acquainted  with 
the  general  moral  character  o{  R.  M.  Whitney  7 

"  Mr.  Gillet  objected  to  this  question  ;  which  was  decided 
in  the  negative,  by  the  following  vote  : 

"At— Mr.  Peyton. 

"  Noes — Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillet, 
Martin. 

"  Question  9.  Do  you  or  do  you  not  know,  from  infor- 
mation of  a  general  nature,  that  said  Whitney  was  one  of 
the  British  commissaries  during  the  late  war  in  Canada  ? 
Has  he  not  the  reputation  of  having  been  the  keeper  of  a 
gambling-house  or  faro  bank  in  Philadelphia,  since  he  re- 
turned to  the  United  States?  Has  he  not  been  guilty  of 
many  dishonest  practices  to  defraud  his  creditors ;  and  is  he 
not  notoriously  a  bankrupt,  and  at  this  time  living  in  \\\\* 
ury  and  splcudor  in  the  prif^on  bounds  of  this  city  T 
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Mr.  GUlet  objected  to  this  question  ;  which  was  decided 
in  the  negative,  by  the  following  vote  : 

•«At— Mr.  Peyton. 

<*No7.s — Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillet, 
Martin." 

For  further  evidence  of  the  character  of  said  Whitney 
for  veracity  and  integrity,  reference  is  made  to  the  evidence 
and  letters  of  Chief  Justice  Taney,  and  other  witnesses, 
and  papers  herewith  reported  to  the  House.  For  the  fact 
that  he  is  a  bankrupt,  now  in  tlie  prison-bounds  of  this 
city,  with  judgments  against  him  for  damages  to  the 
amount  of  ninety-five  thousand  and  twenty-one  dollars, 
($95,021)  with  suits  now  pending  to  the  amount  of  $5,700 
in  the  court  of  this  District  against  him,  reference  is  made 
to  the  extracts  from  the  records  herewith  filed,  (exhibit  W. ) 
For  the  fact  that  he  has  been  guilty  of  dishonest  practices 
to  defraud  his  creditors,  reference  is  made  to  the  examina- 
tion of  R.  S.  Coxe,  Esq.,  the  attorney  who  has  had  the 
ntanagement  of  many  claims  against  him. 

The  minority  of  Uie  committee  cannot  conclude  their 
report  without  calling  particular  attention  to  the  fact  that, 
after  said  Whitney  was  discharged  from  his  examination 
before  the  committee,  the  anonymous  letter  of  the  8th 
November,  1 834,  which  was  enclosed  by  him  as  a  recom- 
mendation of  himself  to  the  Bank  of  Burlington,  Vermont,  of 
which  he  says:  "I  herewith  enclose  you  a  letter  written 
by  one  living  here,  high  in  the  confidence  of  the  Execu- 
tive," was  sent  to  the  committee  by  said  bank. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Peyton  that  the  said  Whit- 
nry  be  re -summoned  to  appear,  and  state  on  oath  who 
was  the  author  of  that  lettjer.  The  proposition  was  nega- 
tived by  the  committee,  as  follows : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Garland,  Johnson,   Wise,  Peyton. 

No£s — Messrs.  Gillet,  Fairfield,  Hamer,  Martin,  Pierce. 

Mr.  Peyton  presented  the  matter  to  the  House,  and  of- 
fered a  resolution  directing  that  the  Speaker  issue  a  sub- 
pcena  for  said  Whitney  to  appear  before  the  committee  of 
which  the  Hon.  James  Garland  is  chairman,  to  testify  in 
relation  to  the  authornhip  of  that  letter ;  which  resolution 
was  negatived  in  the  House,  by  the  iollowing  vote  :  Yeas 
86,  nays  97. 

Mr.  Peyton  then  ollcrcd  a  resolution  that  said  Whitney 
be  summoned  to  appear  at  the  bar  of  the  House,  and  testi- 
fy as  to  the  authorship  of  said  letter ;  which  was  negatived : 
Yeas  76,  nays  102. 

Thus  has  been  suppressed  the  author  of  a  letter  which  is 
calculated  to  throw  much  light  upon  tlie  most  important  in- 
quiry contained  in  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. But  the  committee  would  only  hope  that,  so 
far  as  the  charactci  of  the  House  is  concerned,  there  was 
no  necessity  that  the  witness  (Whitney)  should  stand 
mute,  and  refuse  to  answer  the  following  interrogatories : 

Pago  81,  journal  of  committee. — **  Question  4.  Have 
you  held  conversation,  consulted,  or  advised,  with  any 
member  of  this  committee,  or  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, as  to  the  course  you  should  or  should  not  pursue  ? 

**  Answer.  This,  like  the  last  interrogatory,  I  consider 
entirely  of  an  inquisitorial  character ;  yet  I  will  never- 
theless answer  it  so  far  as  to  say  that  I  have  never  held 
*  conversation,  consulted,  or  advised,  with  any  member  of 
this  committee,'  as  to  the  course  I  should  or  should  not 
pursue. 

**  Question  5.  In  the  answer  just  given  you  refer  only 
to  members  of  this  committee.  State  if  you  have  ever 
held  such  conversation,  consultation,  or  been  advised,  by 
any  membei  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  as  to  tlie 
course  which  you  should  or  should  not  pursue,  in  your  ex- 
amination before  this  committee. 

**Mr.  Gillet  objected  to  this  question;  which  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative,  by  the  following  vote : 

**Ates — Messrs.  Garland,  Martin,  Pey tun,  Johnson, 
Wise. 


«  Noes— Messrs.  Fairfield,  Gillet,  Hamer. 

<*  The  question  being  propounded  to  the  witneES,  be  n- 
replied  as  follows :  I  stated  that  I  considered  the  list  inter- 
rogatory altogether  of  an  inquisitorial  charactfr,  thoueb  I 
subsequently  answered  a  part.  I  consider  this  intemgi* 
tory,  also,  altogether  of  an  inquisilonal  character,  ind  de- 
cline answering  it. 

**  Question  6.  Did  any  member  of  this  eomimUee,  or 
House,  give  any  advice,  assistance,  or  opinion,  in  itlaiioB 
to  the  drawing  up  the  protest,  as  filed  by  you  UHliy,  or  to 
the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  your  making  such  pioiot' 

'*  Answer.  This  interrogatoiy  I  view  as  altogether  of  la 
inquisitorial  character,  and  decline  giving  any  imwer. 

**  Question  7.  Has  any  member  of  this  coramiutf^  <<? 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  read,  or  beard  md,  c: 
been  informed  of,  the  contents  of  the  protest  which  tcj 
have  this  day  filed,  before  it  was  fijed  ? 

**  Answer.  This,  like  the  last  interrogatory,  I  consider  iir 
quisitorial,  and  therefore  decline  answering  it" 

At  page  90  of  journal  of  committee,  said  witness  itMr-. 
in  answer  to  a  question  of  Mr.  Hamer : 

**  No  member  of  this  committee  has  given  any  ti\^f- 
assistance,  or  opinion,  in  relation  to  drawing  upmyprotK*'- 
whatever.  Ever  since  the  committee  was  i^psiotfti,  1 
have,  from  motives  of  delicacy,  studiously  av(H<kd  bckl^; 
conversation  with  any  member  of  it."   • 

In  accordance  with  the  foregoing  facts  and  vieivs,  tLi 
minority  submit  to  the  House,  as  they  submitted  tctly 
committee,  the  following  resolutions,  as  the  codcIuis&o  » 
which  they  have  been  brought,  by  the  evidence  before  llw.' 

BALIE  PEYTO.N. 
HE^'RY  A.  WlbD. 

Mahcu  l,  1837. 


W^EnNfisniT,  FliBBUART  1^2. 

Mr.  Wi«?c  proposed  seven  resolutions,  aiid  uicud  !i» 
first  as  a  substitute  for  Mr.  Pierce's  first  retiolutii>n :       ^ 

IsL^Hcasoivcd,  It  is  the  opinion  of  this  comnuUec,}- 
it  finds  the  facts  to  be  so,  from  mnch  of  the  t(stioios>  -^ 
several  witnesses,  tliat  several  of  the  depositc  baubs  b^ 
many  is  not  ascertauicd  in  evidence,  and  whetbet  : 
joint  or  several  contract  does  not  clearly  8p{iesr,  b«^«  f^ 
ployed  an  agent,  to'  reside  at  the  seat  of  ^Go^eraiaf »<  '• 
transact  certain  business  for  them  with  or  at  the  Trrs^^' 
Department,  as  described  in  the  various  testiiDon)  brf^' 
the  committee  ;  and  that  in  most  of  the  cases  Beobe.n^ 
Whitney  is  their  agent,  who  resides  here  pajnantu^' 
and  who  has  his  office  in  the  same  block  of  buikHnss  '^' 
cupied  by  the  Treasury  Department,  and  that  other  agfs- 
have,  in  the  like  manner,  in  come  instanced,  been  tcis^ 
rarily,  if  not  |>ermanenUy,  eq^loyed,  by  some  of  >bf  *' 
posite  banks. 

This  was  put  to  the  vote,  and  decided  in  the  iifj^'J'^'*' 
follows : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Wise,  Johnson,  Peyton. 

Noss— Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  O'llUU  « 
mer,  Martin. 

The  question  then  being  on  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Tnr'* 
first  resolution,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmstivc  bv  uV  -« 
lowing  vote :  .. 

Axes— Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,   Fairfield,  Gillet,  U 
mer,  Martin. 

Noes — Messrs.   Wise,  Johnson,  Pevton. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  the  2d,  3d,  4th,  6tb,  6th,  an<J  J-tj 
his  resolutions,  as  substitutea  for  all   the  others  «l 
Pierce.  ^ 

The  following  are  the  resolutions  : 

2d.  Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  coms^ 
the  character  of  the  business  which  such  tgeni  ^^r\. 
are  so  employed  to  transact  is  generally  described  i»  -^ 
following  letter  from  officers  of  certain  Jepoite  bafl^^ 
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Agent  of  Depofiie  Banks, 


[24th  C«2co.  2d  bKi«s. 


the  Hon.  R.  B.  Taney,  Secretary  of  the  Treasory,  (me 
eihibir  A,  page  17  of  the  printed  journal,  as  published  in 
the  former  part  of  this  report,)  and  in  the  testimony  of  Mr. 
Woodbury,  as  contained  in  his  reply  to  this  committee  of 
Jannaiy  1 1,  1837,  to  wit : 

**  Some  if  the  banks  are  so  situated  as  to  their  extensive 
capital  and  discounts^  their  heavy  business  in  exchanges, 
their  large  deposites,  payments,  and  transfers,  that  it  is 
manifest  to  all  acquainted  with  such  operations  as  stated 
in  the  above  letter  addressed  to  my  predecessor,  and  in  my 
reply  of  5th  November,  1834,  before  annexed,  that  an  in- 
ttiligent  agent  or  eorreapondenl  here  might  often  prove 
very  useful  and  eonvenient^  both  in  respect  to  their  busi- 
ness in  behalf  of  the  Treasury,  and  their  business  with 
the  commercial  community,  as  well  as  with  each  other." 

In  answer  to  the  next  question,  '<  I  know  nothing  with 
accuracy  beyond  what  has  already  been  stated,  as  to  the 
dutiet  he  is  to  discharge  for  those  banks  which  employ 
him.  But  I  presume,  as  just  intimated,  it  is  to  eommunt" 
caie  the  earliest  information  on  all  subjects.  Ae  may  sup- 
poM  to  affect  their  interest,  whether  as  public  nxrosiTo- 
II Es  or  private  bonking  institutions ;  to  give  his  advice  and 
Hie/  when  called  for  or  deemed  useful  in  the  transaction  of 
iktir  business  of  xithsb  character;  to  be  the  organ,  at 
imes,  of  presenting  their  wishes  to  the  Department  in  re- 
feet  to  subjects  connected  with  tfttir  public  obligations  ; 
tnd  to  procure  here  and'  communicate  the  best  intelligence 
n  his  power  on  the  state  of  the  money  market  at  home 
inJ  abroad  ;  on  the  condition  of  the  currency,  and  of  the 
xdmnges,  and  on  the  supposed  legislation  tikely  to  hap- 
en  in  CongreaSyi  either  as  to  the  banks  themselves,  or  as 
0  heavy  appropriations  to  be  paid  by  them ;  and,  in  fine, 
«  any  other  topic  which  he  may  consider  interesting  or 
^neficial  to  hia  employera."  And,  further,  that  the  (£ar- 
cter  of  the  business  which  such  agent  is  employed  to 
ransact  is  shown  by  some  of  the  replies  of  the  deposite 
tniu,  particularly  that  of  the  Bank  of  Burlington,  Ver- 
lont,  and  of  Michigan,  Detroit. 

It  is  further  shown,  by  circulars  franked  by  the  Depart- 
lent  for  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  to  the  deposite  banks,  and 
y  those  sent  by  him  to  the  receivers  of  the  public  money, 
hich  are  on  the  files  of  this  committee,  and  by  the  evi- 
(nce  of  McClintock  Young,  Esq.,  chief  clerk  of  the  Treas- 
rj  Department. 

dJ.  Resolved^  l^at  the  committee  cannot  report  precise- 
the  full  amount  of  compensation  to  such  agent,  but  it 
IB  ascertained  that  several  banks  pay  one  thousand  dol- 
rs  each  per  aimam,  that  several  pay  five  hundred  dollars 
£h  per  annum,  and  that  several  pay  lesser  sums  each  per 
mum,  to  Reuben  M.  Whitney,  as  their  agent,  besides 
reral  sums  which  have  been  paid  by  one  or  more  banks 
him,  at  different  times,  in  the  form  of  a  bonus.  And  it  is 
e  opinion  of  this  committee  that  each  bank  ^hich  em- 
irs said  Whitney  pays  him  whatever  it  deems  reasona- 
*  and  proper. 

4th.  Kesohed,  (as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,)  That 
such  agent  was  employed  at  the  request  or  through  tlie 
Mnirement  of  tlie  Treasury  Department  whilst  the  Hon. 
'm.  J.  Duane  or  the  Hon.  R.  B.  Taney  was  at  the  head 
!reof,  as  appears  by  their  letters^  as  given  in  evidence  by 
im  and  the  witness,  Reverdy  Johnson,  Esq. 
That,  after  the  Hon.  Levi  Woodbury  was  appointed 
crretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  4th  day  of  November, 
34,  Rpuben  M.  Whitney  addressed  to  him  the  following 
tcr,  enclosing  the  said  letter  from  the  deposite  banks  in 
iladelphia.  New  York,  aifd  Boston,  to  wit: 
(See  exhibit  B,  page  19,  of  the  printed  journal,  publish- 
in  this  report. ) 

That,  in  reply  thereto,  Mr.  Woodbury  addressed  to  him 
/hitney)  the  follovving  letter,  to  wit : 
(See  exhibit   C,  page  19,  of  the  printed  journal,  pub- 
xeH  in  this  report.^ 


That  Reuben  M.  Whitney  did  use  and  exhibit  the  said 
letter  from  Mr.  Woodbury  as  a  letter  of  recommendation 
to  several  of  the  deposite  banks,  as  shown  by  their  replies 
in  answer  to  the  interrogatories  of  this  committee;  that 
said  banks  themselves  received  and  acted  upon  that  letter, 
as  a  recommendation  to  appoint  such  on  agent,  and  as  a 
recommendation  of  said  Whitney  ;  and  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  committee  that  some  of  the  deposite  baiflcs  would  not 
have  appointed  said  Whitney  their  agent  if  said  letter  had 
not  been  written  to  him  and  sent  to  them  as  a  letter  of  rec- 
ommendation from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

5th.  Resolved,  That,  as  to  "whether  the  business  of  the 
Treasury  Department  with  said  banks  is  conducted  through 
said  agent,"  this  committee  would  refer  to  the  entire  testi-' 
mony  of  Mr.  Woodbury,  the  correspondence  of  said  Whit- 
ney with  the  Treasury  Department  and  the  banks,  so  far 
as  this  investigation  has  developed  the  same,  to  the  said 
circulars  of  R.  M.  Whitney  to  the  banks  and  the  receiven* 
of  public  money,  and  to  the  character  of  his  business  gen- 
erally, as  described  by  the  testimony  before  mentioned. 
This  committee  is  clearly  of  opinion  that  much  of  the  in- 
formation as  to  the  business  of  the  deposite  banks  with  the 
Treasury  is  communicated  -through  said  Whitney  to  and 
from  the  Department,  verbally  and  in  writing. 

6th.  Resolved,  (as  the  opinion  of  this  committee,)  That 
the  several  deposite  banks  became,  by  contract,  before  and 
since  the  act  of  Congress  regulating  the  deposite  of  the 
public  money,  fiscal  agents  of  the  Government ;  that  those 
of  them  which  have  employed  an  agent  or  agents  to  trans- 
act their  business  with  the  I'reasury  Department  would  not 
have  employed  or  paid  such  agent  or  agents  unless  their 
fiscal  relations  and  public  obligations  to  the  Government 
had  existed ;  and  though  said  agent  does  not  directly  re- 
ceive any  compensation  from  the  Treasury  Department, 
yet  he  would  not  be  employed  and  paid  by  the  banks  which 
do  employ  and  pay  him  or  them,  if  they  were  not  public 
depositaries,  and  which  have  the  keeping  and  the  use  of 
the  public  money  upon  the  terms  and  conditions  imposed 
by  act  of  Congress. 

7th.  Resolved,  That  this  committee  refers  to  the  entire 
testimony  before  it  upon  the  various  points  of  inquiry  re^ 
ferred  to  it,  and  that  the  same  be  reported  to  the  House. 

The  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  above  resolu- 
tions as  substitutes,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  by  the 
following  vote : 

Atxs — Messrs.  Wise,  Peyton,  Johnson. 

Noes — Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillet,  I  la- 
mer, Martin. 

Mr.  W^ise  moved  his  fourth  resolution,  with  the  addition, 
to  wit :  '*  With  the  exception  of  said  letter,  there  is  no 
evidence  of  any  recommendation  of  said  Woodbury  for  the 
appointment  of  said  Whitney,  or  any  other  agent,"  as  a 
substitute  for  Mr.  Pierce's  second  ;  which  was  decided  in 
the  negative,  by  the  following  vote : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Garland,  Wise,  Johnson,  Peyton. 

Noma — Messrs.  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillet,  Haroer,  Mar- 
tin. 

Mr.  Johnson  moved  to  amend  the  second  resolution  of-^ 
fered  by  Mr.  Pierce,  by  adding  thereto  the  following 
words :  "  Unless  the  letter  of  Mr.  Woodbury  to  R.  M. 
Whitney,  dated  November  5,  1884,  in  reply  to  the  letter 
of  the  said  Whitney,  dated  November  4,  1834,  shall  be 
construed  as  a  recommendation  of  <  an  agent  of  the  depos- 
ite banks,  resident  in  Washington,  from  whose  services 
and  correspondence  great  advantage  might,  in  a  fiscal  and 
commercial  view,  be  derived  to  said  banks.*  *'  The  amend- 
ment was  decided  in  the  negative,  by  the  following  vote : 

Ates — Messrs.  Garland,  Wise,  Johnson,  Peyton. 
i       Noes — Messrs.  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillet,  Hamer  Martin. 
I       The  question  then  being  on  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Pierce's 
I  second  resolution,  it  was  decided  in  the  afifirroative,  by  the 
\  following  vote : 
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A  TX9— Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillet,  Ha- 
mer,  Martin. 

Nois — Messrs.  Wise,  Peyton,  Johnson. 

Mr.  Wise  moved  his  fifth  resolution  as  a  substitute  for 
Mr.  Pierce's  third  resolution ;  which  was  decided  in  the 
negative,  by  the  following  vote : 

Atss — Messrs.  Wise,  Johnson,  Peyton. 

Noca — Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillet,  Ha- 
mer,  Martin. 

.  The  question  then  being  on  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Pierce's 
third  resolution,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  the 
following  vote : 

At  IS — Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillet,  Ha- 
mer,  Johnson,  Martin. 

Jiox% — Messrs.  Wise,  Peyton. 

Mr.  Wise  offered  his  sixth  resolution  as  a  substitute  to 
Mr.  Pierce's  fourth  resolution ;  which  was  decided  in  the 
negative,  by  the  following  vote : 

Atxb— Messrs.  Wise,  Peyton,  Johnson. 

No  IS — Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillet,  Ha- 
mer,  Martin. 

The  question  then  being  on  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Pierce's 


I  fourth  resolution,  it  was  decided  in  the  afiinniitive,  by  the 
following  vote : 

Atss — Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillet,  John- 
son, Hamer,  Martin. 

Noss — Messrs.  Wise,  Peyton. 

Mr.  Wise  offered  his  second  and  third  rewlutioD]  s.< 
substitutes  for  Mr.  Pierce's  fifth ;  which  was  decided  in  ibe 
negative,  by  the  following  vote  : 

Atks — Messrs.  Garland,  Wise,  Johnson,  Peyton. 

NoKs — Messrs.  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillet,  Hamer,  Mvtk 

Mr.  Wise  then  offered  his  first,  second,  and  third  rmh- 
lions,  as  substitutes  for  Mr.  Pierce's  fifth ;  which  wis  de- 
cided in  the  negative,  by.  the  following  vole : 

Atss — Messrs.  Wise,  Johnson,  Peyton. 

Noes — Messrs.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gillet,  Hi- 
mer,  Martin. 

The  question  then  being  on  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Pica'i 
fifth  resolution,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmativr,  br  th< 
following  vote : 

Atss— Messra.  Garland,  Pierce,  Fairfield,  Gilkt,  Job 
son,  Hamer,  Martin. 

No  SB — Messrs.  Wise,  Peyton. 


APPENDIX.— TABLES  REFERRED  TO  IN  THE  REPORT. 


Nimes  of  deposits  banks  for  which  Reuben  M.  Whitney  b 
not  agent,  and  not  paid  a  salary. 


Amount  of  public 
money  deposited  in 
the  banlcs  which  do 
not  employ  R.  M. 
Whitney,  on  the  1st 
October,  1S34. 


Maine  Bank,  Portland,  Mame, 

Bath  Bank,  do. 

Cumberland  Bank,  do. 

Granite  Bank,  do. 

Commercial  Bank,  Portamouth,  N.  H. 

Portsmouth  Bank,  do. 

Memraack  County  Bank,  do. 

Mechanica'  Bank,  do. 

Merchants'  Bank,  Boston,  Massachusetts, 

Commonwealth  Bank,  do. 

Franklin  Bank,  do. 

Fulton  Bank,  do. 

Hancock  Bank,  do. 

Phoenix  Bank,  Charlestown,      do. 

Merchants'  Bank,  Salem,  do. 

Bank  of  Windsor,  Vermont, 

Mechanics'  Bank,  New  Haven,  Connecticut,    - 

Arcade  Bank,  Providence,  Rhode  Island, 

Bank  of  Newport,  do. 

Bank  of  Bristol,  do. 

Union  Bank,  Newport,  do. 

Seventh  Ward  Bank,  city  of  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Lafayette  Bank,  do. 

Phcenix  Bank,  do. 

Leather  Manufacturers'  Bank,       do. 

Tradesmen's  Bank,  do. 

Dry  Dock  Company  Bank,  do. 

Merchanta'  Bank,  do. 

Union  Bank,  de. 

Merchants'  Exchange  Bank,         do. 

Brooklyn  Bank,  Brooklyn,  New  York, 

Troy  Bank,  Troy,  do. 

Trenton  Banking  Company,  New  Jersey, 

State  Bank,  Newark,  do. 

State  Bank,  Elizabeth,  do. 

6  randy  wine  Bank,  Wilmingtont,  Delaware, 

Bank  of  Delaware,  do. 

Farmers'  Bank,  Newcastle,  do. 

Bank  of  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,   - 

Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  District  of  Columbia,    - 


#44,958 
86,769 


37,106 


584,480 
545,207 


23,946 

11,049 

11,226 

4,781 

6,735 


83 

26 

698,897 


Amotmt  of  public 
money  deposited  in 
the  banks  which  do 
not  employ  R.  M. 
Whitney,  onihe  In 
October,  1835. 


#184,578 
35,769 


148,809 


386,535 
558,837 


13,896 

91,921 

8 


168,460 


Amount  of  public 
money  deposited  in 
the  banks  which  do 
not  employ  R.  M. 
Whitney,  on  the  Itt 
October,  1836. 


Capiuit^thw 


#248,975 

85,769 

100,000 

37,600 

137,503 

105,000 

75,030 

30^000 

1,212,820 

539,946 

100,000 

150,000 

875,653 

100,000 

60,000 
288,128 
343,071 


100,000 
875,000 
800,000 
600,000 
800,000 
800,000 
160,000 
800,000 
850,000 
300,000 
150,000 
15,500 
178,000 
200,000 
106,000 
90,000 
80,000 


150,861 


JOO,0C« 

iw,e« 
100,  we 

100,000 
100,000 
75O,0('e 
500,  (K'3 
I60,f<^ 
600,OC^ 
600,000 
150,«iO 

75,C« 
472,rv' 


we,ov« 

1,500,CO« 
600,(i:'- 
400,OiSi 

soo,c<>f 

1.490,00^- 
l,000,«. 
750,01^' 
200,0-.'*' 
3OO,0?t 
300,0ii6 

4no,Ct^ 

200,C.^' 


600,^"^' 
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Agent  of  Depoaite  Banks. 

[24th  Cojre.  2d  Sxas. 

Amount  of  public 

Amount  of  public 

Amount  of  public 
money  deposited  in 

1 
1 

money  deposited  in 

money  de}X)sited  in 

1 

Names  of  deposiie  banks  for  vrhich  Reuben  M.  WliUney  la 

the  banks  which  do 

the  banks  which  do 

the  banks  which  do 

>  Capital  of  these 

not  »sent,  and  noi  paid  a  oalary. 

not  employ  R.  M. 

not  employ  R.  M. 

noi*empl(7  R.  M. 

banks. 

Whitney. on  the  Isi 

Whitney,  on  the  Ui 

Whitney,  on  the  Ist 

October,  1834. 

October,  1635. 

October,  l836. 

Bank  of  Alexandria,  District  of  Columbia, 

$27,500 

$27,518 

$27,518 

$400,000 

Bank  of  Virginia,  Richmond,  Virginia, 

63,591 

133,152 

326,948 

3.240,000 

Branoh,  Norfolk,                         do. 

62,786 

128,546 

423,888 

Do.    Fredaricksburg,              do. 

18 

Do,    Lynchburg,                    do. 

83 

Do.     Petersburg,                     do. 

19,564 

11,064 

32,770 

Bank  of  North  Carolina,  Raleigh,  N.  C. 

— 

29,202 

587,732 

1,114,000 

Piaoters  and  Mechanics'  Bank,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

- 

181,227 

737,147 

1,000,000 

Charleston  Bank,  South  Carolina,     - 

- 

- 

200,200 

2,000,000 

Planters'  Bank  of  Georgia,  Georgia,  - 

10,665 

59,052 

206,908 

535,400 

Bank  of  Augusta,                    do. 

15,000 

23,299 

278,024 

897,000 

Branch  Bank  of  Alabama,  Mobile,  Alabama,     - 

258,101 

942,427 

1,060,246 

2,000,000 

Agricultural  Bank,  Natchez,  Mississippi, 

- 

- 

385,469 

1,999,760 

Union  Bank,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana, 

373,191 

534,743 

2,518,023 

7,051,000 

Loaisville  Savioga  Bank,  Kentucky, 

22,013 

106,795 

429,993 

96,512 

A'orthem  Bank  of  Kentucky,  Lexington, 

- 

— 

293,850 

•1,000,000 

Branch  at  LouisTilIe,  do. 

- 

- 

564,777 

Bank  of  Louisville,      do. 

26,268 

Franklin  Bank,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,     - 

404,073 

136,776 

921,682 

1,000,000 

Franklin  Bank,  Columbus,    do. 

- 

- 

174,363 

434,425 

Branch  of  State  Bank,  Indianapolis,  Indiana,    - 

- 

261,247 

1,158,685-^ 

Do.          do.          Lawrenceburg,  do. 

- 

- 

159,251 

Do.          do.          New  Albany,     do. 

- 

38,203 

457,919  y 

1,279,857 

Do.          do.          Madison,           do. 

- 

— 

71,808 

Do.          do.          Richmond,         do. 

- 

71,388 

200, 000 J 

Bank  of  Illinois,  Shawnaetown,  Illinois, 

- 

- 

46,000 

•151,700 

V                                                                                                         » 

$3,183,684 
27,106 

$4,212,952 

$16,899,887 

$37,974,614 

3,160,790 

11,226 

3,172,016 

Note.— Capitals  of  banks  marked  *  have  been  ascertained  otherwise  than  from  letters  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Names  of  depoaite  hanks  ibr  which  Reuben  M.  Whiu 
ney  is  scant,  so  Car  as  appeared  to  the  select  com- 

Amount  of  public  money  deposited  in  these  banks 

on  the 

Capital  stock  of 
tnese  banks. 

Salary_paid 
R.  M.  Whit- 
ney by  these 

mittee. 

Ist  Oct  1834. 

Ist  Oct.  1835. 

Isi  Oct.  183& 

banks. 

Bank  of  Burlington,  Vermont,    - 
Fanners  and  M«:hanica'  Bank,  Hartford,  Ct. 
Bank  of  America,  New  York,  N.  Y. 
Manhattan  Company,        do. 
Vfecbanica'  Bank,               do. 
Mechanics  and  Farmers*  Bank,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
'  Girard  Bank,  PhUadelphia,  Penn. 
Vfoyamenaing  Bank,        do. 
Merch'Uand  Mannf 'ra'  B*k,  PitUburg,  Penn. 
Franklin  Bank,  Baltimore,  Maryland, 
-'nion  Bank,  Baltimore,           do. 
3ank  of  Michigan,  Detroit,  Michigan, 
farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Michigan, 
l^ommercial  Bank,  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
Vgency  of  this  bank  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri, 
>linton  Bank,  Columbus,  Ohio, 
'^nion  Bank,  Nashville,  Tennessee, 
Manters'  Bank,  Natches,  Mississippi, 
Iranch  Plantera'  B'k,  Columbus,  Mississippi, 
commercial  Bank,  New  Orleans,  Louisiana, 

$33,386 

15,975 

1,498,934 

1,618,950 

1,453,042 

25 

486,094 

70,509 

530,849 

222,058 

86,481 

22,923 

73,080 
642,935 

63,084 
327,601 

$50,755 

73,188 

2,001,705 

1,517,865 

8,096,953 

101,455 

1,300,284 

241,881 

63,782 

797,509 
798,006 
728,780 

1,011,044 

674,237 

228,710 

85,723 

1,820,951 

680,674 

$107,437 

225,810 

3,329,851 

8,253,321 

3,037,650 

462,242 

2,347,664 

237,677 

241,366 

468,801 

1,018,518 

1,287,974 

1,029,200 

1,631,757 

1,398,078 

423,628 

66.5,867 

1,893,930 

1,817,273 

$123,352 
408,996 

2,001,200 

2,050,000 

2,000,000 
442,000 

1,500,000 
174,950 
600,000 
508,915 

1,845,487 
444,779 
150,000 

1,000,800 

289,225 
1,811,890 
4,139,140 

2,657,255 

$200 

125 

1,000 

1,000 

1,000 

750 

500 

300 

500 
Fail  to  tell. 
200 
500 
500 
Fail  to  tell. 

$6,995,920 

$13,672,852 

$24,227,444 

$22,150,189 

$6,576 

•  This  bank  has  paid  R.  M.  Whitney  $600  on  each  of  two  occasions,  in  addition  to  his  annual  allowance. 
t  This  bank  baa  paid  R.  M.  Whitney  $250  for  drculars,  ^.,  but  does  not  pay  an  annua)  salary. 
NoTz.*— &x  the  ccmatruction  of  theaa  tables  cents  hare  been  omitted. 
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Exhibit  W. — Dranscript  from  the  reeords  of  the  etreuU 
court  of  the  DUtriet  of  Columbia  for  Washington  county. 

William  Folwell,  jr.,  lumvor  of  Richard  F.  Allen,  t«. 

Keaben  M.  Whitney. 
Coxe. 

March  term,  1834.  June  27.  Judgment  for  $10,000. 
t>amage8  and  costs.  Damages  to  be  released  on  payment 
of  $4,997  82,  with  interest  from  16th  June,  1832,  until 
paid.    Costs  $9  63. 

Test:  W.  BRENT,  Clerk. 

Nathaniel  Jones,  surviving  partner  of  Gates  &  Barcrofl, 

vs.  Reuben  M.  Whitney. 
Coxe. 

March  term,  1835.  June  6.  Judgment  for  $30,000. 
Damages  and  costs.  Damages  to  be  released  on  payment 
of  $15,007  30,  with  interest  from  I8th  March,  1826,  un- 
til paid.     Costs  $12  11. 

Ca.  »a.  issued  to  November  term,  1836,  and  delivered 
to  plaintiff's  attorney.     Not  returned. 

Test :  W.  BRENT,  Clerk. 

Nathaniel  Jone^,  surviving  partner  of  Gates  &  Barcroft, 

VA..  Reuben  M.  Whitney. 
Coze. 

March  term,  1835.  June  6.  Judgment  for  $30,000. 
Damages  and  costs.  Damages  to  be  released  on  payment 
of  $15,000,  with  interest  from  17lh  February,  1826,  until 
paid.     Costs  $12  11. 

Ca.  MX.  issued  to  November  term,  1 836 ;  delivered  to 
attorney,  and  not  returned. 

Test:  W.  BRENT,  C/er*. 

Nathaniel  Jones,  surviving  partner  of  Gates  it  Barcroft, 

vs.  Reuben  M.  Whitney. 
Coxe. 

March  term,  1835.  June  6.  Judgment  for  $12,000. 
Damages  and  costs.  Damages  to  be  released  on  payment 
of  $6, 1 59  31,  with  interest  from  3d  January,  1825,  until 
paid.    Costs  $12  01. 

Fi.  fa.  to  November  term,  1836 ;  delivered  to  plaintiff's 
attorney,  and  not  returned.  » 

Test :  W.  BRENT,  Clerk. 

Nathaniel  Jones,  surviving  partner  of  Gates  &  Barcroft, 

vs.  Reuben  M.  Whitney. 
Coxe. 

March  term,  1835.  June  6.  Judgment  for  $12,000. 
Damages  and  costs.  Damages  to  be  released  on  payment 
of  $6,159  30,  with  interest  from  2d  February,  1826,  until 
paid.     Costs  $12  11. 

Ca.  sa.  issued  to  November  term,  1836,  and  returned. 
'*  Cepi  released  on  prison  bounds  bond.*'  Francis  P. 
Blair  and  John  C.  Rives  sureties  in  bond. 

Test :  W.  BRENT,  Clerk. 

Charles  Vexin  vs.  Reuben  M.  Whitney. 
Coxe. 

November  term,  1836.  No.  334.  Imparlances'  suit 
brought  against  Mr.  Whitney,  as  endorser  on  Andrew 
Curcier's  note  (or  $1,021  33,  dated  7th  July,  18,34. 
Azariah  Fuller,  special  bail. 

Test ;  W.  BRENT,  Clerk. 

The  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  vs.  Reuben  M.  Whitney. 
Coxe. 

November  term,  1836.  431.  Appearances:  on  de- 
fendant's own  note  for  $600,  dated  25th  July,  1832,  paya- 
ble two  days  after  date.     Francis  P.  Blair,  special  bail. 

Test :  W.  BRENT,  Clerk. 

Bank  of  Pennsylvania  vs.  Reuben  M.  Whitney. 
Coxe. 

November  term,  1926.  432.  Appearances :  on  defend- 
ant's own  note  for  $1,800,  dated  July  6,  1832,  payable  in 
twenty  days.     Francis  P.  Blair,  special  bail. 

Test :  W.  BRENT,  Clerk. 


Bank  of  Pennsylvania  ot.  Reuben  M.  Whitney. 
Coxe. 

November  term,  IS3S.  433.  Appearances:  on  defeoJ- 
ant's  own  note  for  $3,300,  dated  July  18,  1832,  piytbic 
in  ten  days.     Francis  P.  Blair,  special  bail. 

Test :  W.  BRENT,  Clerk. 

Andrew  Curcier,  use  ef  Farmers  and  Mechanics*  Bink  of 

Philadelphia,  vs.  Reuben  M.  Whitney. 
Mason. 

November  term,- 1836.  121.  Appearancer:  suit  brought 
against  Mr.  Whitney,  as  endorser  on  Charles  CalUghaa't 
note  for  $1,600,  dated  11th  August,  1832.  Thomas  L 
S^mith,  special  bail. 

Test :  W.  BRENT,  Clerk. 

Andrew  Curcier,  use  of  Farmers  and  Mechania*  Btnk  of 

Philadelphia,  vs.  Reuben  M.  Whitney. 
Mason. 

November  term,  \SZS.  122.  Appearances:  on iMeoJ' 
ant's  own  note  for  $900,  dated  7th  August,  1832,  payaUe 
in  twenty  days.     Thomas  L.  Smith,  special  bail. 

Test:  W.  BKEUT,  Cltrk. 

Andrew  Curcier,  use  of  Farmers  and  Mechania*  Btnk  of 

Philadelphia,  vs.  Reuben  M.  Whitney. 
Mason. 

November  term,  1836.  123.  Appearances:  on  defend- 
ant*s  own  note  for  $550,  dated  11th  August,  183t,  psTs- 
ble  in  twenty  days.     Thomas  L.  Smith,  special  btil. 

Test :  W.  BRENT,  CUrk. 


Deposition  of  the  directors  of  the  Bank  of  BurBngb*, 

and  cashier. 
Answer  to  Ist  interrogatory  :    That  they  pay  WitwT 
at  the  rate  of  $200  per  annum,  commencing  with  ih^  1st 
January,  1885. 

CoHBESPONDXirCK  WITH  TBS  BaKK  OP  BrXI.IS«T05. 

Nathan  B.  Haawell,  a  director  of  said  bank,  to  R-  ^^■ 

Whitney,  dated 

BusLixoToir,  July  16,  1835. 
'*  The  branch  Imnk  at  this  place  will  soon  cesM  iuof- 
erations ;  and,  to  enable  us  to  meet  the  public  demtnJ.  I 
need  not  repeat  that  a  deposite  of  a  permanent  char(&U' 
will  enable  us  to  continue  to  keep  our  bills  atpar^  u  alw^' 
stated,  (in  New  York  and  Boston,)  and  meet  the  wint^u! 
the  people  in  this  section  of  the  country. 

R.  M.  Whitney  to  N.  B.  Hastoell. 

WABHiiraToir,  July  27,  1835. 

"This,  it  was  found,  could  not  be  done  under  the  e^ 
isting  laws,  [Treasury  appoint  an  agent,]  but  it  u^^^' 
gested  that  all  the  advantages  could  be  derived  by^ 
bank  appointing  its  own  agent,  provided  each  selected  M' 
same  individual,  which  could  accrue  to  the  banki  tbds* 
selves,  and  to  tlu  TVeasury  DepcBrtment,  in  case  the  s^^ 
urns  appointed  by  that  Department.**    •  * 

*•  A  central  agency,  for  the  purpose  of  intercomin«D*fJ' 
tion,  has  been  found,  thus  far,  productive  of  gnat  h(»fp 
to  the  pubHe.^* 

R.  M.  Whitney  to  N.  B.  Hastoell. 

Washtkotok,  August  9,  1935. 
"  I  intend  to  sec  the  Commissiener  of  Pensien«,  and  rff- 
ommend  to  him  to  place  the  money  in  the  hands  of  the  bnn^t 
banks  only  about  as  fast  an  they  will  want  it  to  pay  oot,  -^ 
as  to  give  the  use  of  it  to  you  as  long  as  possible,"  &<^' 

"I  want  to  see  the  Bank  of  Burlington  engage  nwff 
extensively  in  the  domestic  exchange  business, **  ^f' 
R.  M.  Whitney  to  N.  B.  HasweU. 

WASBtirsToir,  Au^  21,  l«f  . 
**  In  a  few  days  I  shall  prepare  a  cireiuar,''  &c.    ' 
<<  The  same  will  be  forwarded  to  all  the  land  ot^ces  T><- 
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will  lead  to  the  receipt  of  your  notes  hj  all  the  public  re- 
ceivers." 

"I  am  particularly  anxious  that  the  deposite  banks 
should  turn  their  attention  to  that  branch  of  business," 
[domestic  exchange.] 

K,  M,  Wiitney  to  the  pretfident  of  the  Bank  of  Burlington. 

Washikgton,  January  23,  1835. 

'*  With  this  I  forward  you  the  copy  of  a  letter  written 
by  a  person  residing  here,  high  in  the  confidence  of  the 
Executive,  to  some  friends  in  New  York  and  Boston. 
This  win  explain  to  you  more  fully  the  object  of  the  agen- 
cy, and  the  duties  which  will  appertain  to  it." 

.Extract  from  the  letter  above  referred  to,  which  w  not 

signed. 

'*  The  President  and  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  I  know, 
view  the  subject  in  the  same  light  that  I  do,  and  will  be 
gratified  if  the  bank  will  establish  such  an  agency ;  and 
from  his  talents,  experience,  and  fidelity,  no  appointment 
voouid  he  more  acceptable  to  them  than  thai  of  Mr.  Whit- 
ney^ who  has  already  been  recommended  to  the  Depart- 
ment."    [Query.     Is  not  this  Amos  Kendalll] 

President  of  the  bank  to  R.  M.  Whitney. 

BijBLiNOTON,  February  12,  1835. 

<  *  Vour  letter  dated  the  23d  ult.  is  received,  on  the  sub- 
ject  of  an  agency  of  the  deposite  banks.  I  have  commu- 
nicated the  same  to  our  board  of  directors,  and  am  instruct- 
ed to  say  that  in  all  business  transactions  with  the  Gov- 
ernment they  have  and  wish  to  meet  their  views,  and  do 
the  public  business  intrusted  to  them  to  their  satisfaction. 

« ■  So  fiir  as  this  institution  may  be  profited  by  an  agen- 
cy,  as  it  respects  business,  public  or  private,  they  will 
cheerfully  pay  a  sum  commensurate  to  such  advantages." 

Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Burlington  to  R.  M.  Whitney, 

BuaLiHSTOTr,  March  10,  1836. 

< '  We  are  informed  that  the  Mechanics  and  Farmers' 
Bank,  located  in  this  place,  are  making  a  movement, 
through  Various  channels,  to  obtain  the  payment  of  pen- 
f^\<infi,  and  to  perform  the  duties  of  a  deposite  bank."         * 

*  •  *  *<  It  was  chartered  to  take  the  place  of  the 
branch  here,  and  is  under  the  direction  of  those  who  were 
the  managers  of  the  branch — the  same  cashier — and  occupy 
the  Kama  house.  Those  gentlemen  have  not  yet  forgotten 
tlieir  mortification  in  having  the  business  of  the  Govern- 
ment taken  from  them,  and  probably  feel  no  little  desire  to 
retrieve  their  characters,  if  possible."    •         •         •         • 

*'The  information  which  I  received,  in  relation  to  the 
[IcLKt^ns  of  the  Mechanics  and  Farmers'  Bank,  came  from 
Washington.  Nothing  of  the  kind  is  intimated  here.  I 
c%rish  you,  therefore,  to  ascertain  if  it  is  correct,  and,  if  so, 
to  apprize  the  honorable  Secretary  oi  the  character  of  the 
ipplicanCs." 

C^ashier  of  the  Bank  of  Burlington  to  R.  M.  Whitney, 

BuBLiNGTOir,  January  25,  1836*. 

•  *  Being  located  in  the  same  place  where  a  branch  of  the 
L  'nited  States  Bank  was  established,  and  as  we  are  a  de- 
»o:sitc  bank  where  the  branch  has  discontinued  its  opera- 
I  ons,  the  public  seem  to  expect  that  we  would  at  once  af- 
rpTd  the  same  facilities  and  accommodations  tliat  they  en- 
ctyed  when 'the  branch  was  doing  business.  There  has 
»^en,  on  the  part  of  our  directors,  a  desire  to  meet  this  ex- 
i<;ctation  ;  and  the  conseguenee  has  been  that  a  very  sensi- 

•  I«  change  has  taken  plfux,  politically,  in  favor  of  the 
1^ €>cemment s  and  as  it  is  our  desire  to  strengthen  these 
^Tttiments,  we  feel  that  it  is  important  to  afrord  to  our 
■  x-mera  and  merchants,  the  coming  spring,  a  pretty  ex  ten - 
i  've  accommodation,  especially  about  the  time  of  the  wool 
lip.*'     •     •     •     «* My  wish  is  that  you  would  have  an 


interview  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  sub- 
ject of  allowing  the  present  amount  to  remain,  or,  rather, 
that  the  warrants  in  favor  of  the  pension  agent  should  not 
be  made  upon  the  deposite  for  the  next  payment,"  &c. 

R,  M .  Whitney  to  the  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Burlington. 

WjkSHuroToir,  March  18,  1836. 

'*  I  called  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  went 
to  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  and  can  assure  you  that 
you  have  nothing  to  fear  from  the  efibrt  of  your  neighbors. 
No  other  bank  will  be  employed  by  either  department,  un- 
less compelled  Jo  do  so  by  the  ugislatioti  of  Congress. 
Mr.  Everett,  a  member  from  your  State,  has  been  trying 
to  have  the  pensions  paid  in  another  quarter,  (Windsor,  I 
suppose.) 

<*  You  need  not  fear  but  I  will  look  after  and  protect 
your  interest." 

R.  M,  Whitney  to  the  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Burlington. 

Washirgtox,  August  23,  1835. 

**  At«  it  may  lie  important  for  you  to  know,  as  a  guide 
in  your  operations,  I  can  state  to  you  that,  until  January 
next,  I  feel  confident  you  may  safely  calculate  upon  the 
Treasury  depositee  being  kept  up  to  the  maximum  of  what 
your  bank  can  hold ;  say  three  fourths  of  the  amount  of 
capital." 

CoMREsrONnSXCK  WITH  THK  StATE  BaKK  OF  IlLIKOIS. 

From  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Tbeasurt  Departmeitt, 

December  14,  1835. 

**  As  you  request  that  part  of  it  may  be  considered  as 
confidential,  and  other  parts  of  it  be  communicated  to  third 
persons  with  whom  this  Department  has  no  oflTicial  connex- 
ion, and  as  much  of  it  relates  to  subjects  on  which  the  De- 
partment has  opened  no  correspundencc,  or  ssks  for  any 
explanation,"  Ac. — all  returned. 

**  But  as  to  sny  other,  whether  of  ^  political  and  party 
character,  or  otherwise,  as  they  have  had  no  influence  with 
the  Department,  and  have  not  been  inquired  about  by  mc, 
it  will  not  be  necessary  to  oficr  to  mc  any  remaiks." 

To  Cashier  State  Bank  of  Illinois. 

State- Bank  of  Illinois, 
SpRiNoriELD,  January  7,  1836. 

<*  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  comnmnication 
of  the  14th  ull.  I  addressed  you  the  letter  to  which  it  ib 
a  reply,  under  the  impression  that  Mr.  Whitney  held  an 
oliicial  station  in  your  Department,  with  which  was  con- 
nected a  supervision,  under,  you,  of  the  interests  of  Gov- 
ernment, as  connected  with  tlie  deposite  banks.  Under 
this  erroneous  impression,  I  considered  his  letter  to  Mr.  Till- 
son  as  official  in  its  character ;  and  as  it  contained  charges 
against  this  bank  of  a  political  and  even  party  character,  I 
deemed  tliat,  tlie  subject  being  thus  opened,  there  could  bo 
no  impropriety  in  my  referring  to  those  charges  in  a  com- 
munication to  yourself.  I  regret  the  misapprchennon,  and 
I  hope  it  will' be  a  sufficient  apology  foi'a  course  which  I 
certainly  would  never  have  taken,  had  I  known,  as  I  now 
do,  that  Mr.  Whitney  is  not  connected  with  the  Treasury 
Department." 

N.  H.  RIDCJELY,  Cashier. 

To  L.  Woodbury,  Secretary,  &c. 

From  T.  W.  Smith  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

*  EuwARPSTiLLX,  June  22,  1835. 

<*  The  stock  has  fallen,  by  (what  I  do  not  hesitate  to  eav  ) 

I  means  the  most  disreputable  and  dishonest,  into  the  hands 

I  of  a  combination  of  some  eight  or  ten  individuals  of  Cin- 

I  cinnati,  St.  Louis,  and  this  State,  composed  of  the  friends 

of  the   United  States  Bank,  and  deadly  foes  to  the  present 
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administration,  who  will  use  their  influence  and  that  of 
the  bank,  which  han  in  its  direction  but  one  friend  of  the 
administration,  in  favor  of  the  recharter  of  the  United 
States  Bank,  and  adverse  to  every  fair  measure  of  the 
Government." 

N.  Rantij  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

St.  Louis,  June  24,  1836. 

■*  The  Bank  of  Illinois,  in  a  few  days,  will  go  into  ope- 
ration ;  and  as  an  agency  from  Cincinnati  has  been  estab- 
lished in  St.  Louts,  to  receive  the  public  funds,  ^c,  I  deem 
it  a  duty  to  state  that  the  great  body  of  the  stockhulders  of 
the  niinois  Bank  are  red-hot  opponents  to  the  administra- 
tion, and  have  elected  for  the  cashier  of  the  mother  bank 
the  chief  clerk  of  the  United  States  Bank  of  St.  Louis ; 
and  such  being  the  fact,  I  think  their  paper  should  not  be 
received  in  the  land  offices,  and,  consequently,  the  agency 
here  being  compelled  to  take  it  at  its  nominal  value. 

**  It  has  l>ccn  very  much  the  case,  that  several  individ- 
uals who  oppose  the  administration  in  this  country  have 
received  the  public  patronage." 

VVm.    L.   May,  Representative  in  Congress,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury. 

SpRiyflFisLD,  (Illinois,) 

July  20,  1836. 

*'  At  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  the 
proposition  to  create  the  present  [State]  bank  was  brought 
forward  by  the  friends  of  the  administration,  with  the  view 
to  aid  the  Government  of  the  United  States  in  its  fiscal  op- 
erations, and  to  supply  the  place  of  tlie  branch  of  the 
United  States  Bank. 

**  Your  annual  report  to  Congress  had  no  small  influence, 
and  to  it  may  be  ascribed,  in  a  great  measure,  the  triumph 
of  carrying  the  bank."  Adds :  <<  It  was  natural  that  the 
stockholders  should  wish  to  share,  to  some  extent,  the  ad- 
vantages to  be  derived  from  the  custody  of  the  public 
money. 

'*  This  favor,  it  is  thought,  our  Slate  has  some  reason  to 
expect ;  she  has  always  been  foremost  in  sustaining  the 
metisiires  of  tlie  administration ;  but  this,  it  is  conceded, 
would  not  constitute  a  claim  to  the  custody  of  the  public 
money.  When,  however,  to  this  is  ailded  an  ability  on 
the  part  of  the  bank  to  meet  all  its  liabilities,  and  when  the 
high  standing,  talents,  and  integrity  of  its  directors  are  con- 
sidered, it  is  thought  that  the  State  Bank  of  Illinois  ought 
to  be  entitled  to  the  utmost  confidence.''  « 

John  Reynolds,  Representative  in  Congress,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury. 

Bkllbville,  July  24,  1835. 

••  The  bank  [Illinois  State]  has  now  commenced  its  op- 
erations under  favorable  auspices,  and  such  organization  as 
warrants  the  conclusion  that  the  confidence  of  the  United 
States  will  not  be  abused.  As  measures,  looking  at  the 
promotion  of  golden  opinions  in  favor  of  tlie  present  and 
future  administrations  of  the  United  States,  in  this  State, 
I  should  say  none  more  happy  in  its  influence  could  be  de- 
vised. The  officers  are,  many  of  them,  believed  to  be  for 
the  success  of  the  distinguished  candidate  for  the  presiden- 
cy. But  the  measures  alluded  to,  of  themselves,  independ- 
ent of  personal  predilections,  I  should  think,  would  do 
much  to  advance  the  views  of  the  administration.  Should 
your  Department  deem  it  expedient  to  direct  the  reception 
of  the  issues  of  the  bank  at  the  land  offices  merely,  this 
alone  would  be  productive  of  great  advantages  to  the  friends 
of  the  administration,  as  a  measure  unequivocal  to  be  point- 
ed out,  indicating  the  most  friendly  relations."  •  •  • 
"Should  these  or  other  views  cause  the  adoption  of  these 
measures,  no  doubt  need  be  entertained  of  a  most  deci- 
ded and  beneficiu]  intluenrc  in  behalf  of  tho  udininiKtra- 
tion.'* 


William  Kinney  to  the  Secretary  of  the  T^rcatury. 
Mo  CUT  Pleaiajit,  October  14,  1835. 

*'  I  have  no  doubt  of  thai  institution  [Stale  Bank  of  Illi- 
nois] having  been  chartered,  by  the  influence  of  a  designing 
man,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  speculation,  both  in  pecuniaiT 
and  political  matters ;  and  if  the  public  depositet  are  placeil 
therein  for  any  length  of  time,  I  should  not  be  snrpnsed  if 
the  conduct  of  that  institution,  ere  long,  should  be  such  as 
to  throw  sand  into  the  eyes  of  the  preeent  admintsuatioB 
and  its  true  advocates. 

"All  that  I  would  wish  to  say  further  ia,  to  advise  great 
precaution  in  relation  to  making  depoeites  in  Westetn 
banks,  especially  those  which  have  lately  sprung  up."  * 
*  *  **  I  am  the  friend  of  the  present  administration  m 
all  its  features." 

Samuel  Roberts,  receiver  of  public  money,  DanviBe,  Uh- 
nois,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treatwry. 

LonsTiLLB,  November  %9f  1835. 

**  In  regard  to  the  application  of  the  State  Bank,  I  tbint 
proper  to  inform  you  that  the  president  and  nearly  all  et 
the  directors  of  the  principal  Inmk,  all  the  caahiera  of  ths 
branches,  and  an  immenee  majority  of  the  branch  directors, 
have  been  the  most  decided  opposition  men  to  Gen.  Jack- 
son, to  his  measures,  and  his  friends  and  supporters.  Th« 
cashier  of  the  principal  bank  was  an  officer  of  the  United 
States  Branch  Bank  at  St.  Louis ;  and  I  believe  that  th« 
Bank  of  Illinois  is,  at  this  time,  under  th«  dominion  of  fed- 
eralism. 

**  I  think  it  due  to  you  to  give  you  this  inforaiatioD,  be- 
cause I  have  recently  learned  that  a  different  represenu- 
tion  has  been  made  to  the  Department,  and  no  doabi  with  t 
view  to  produce  a  different  impression.  I  know  most  cf 
the  directors  and  officers  personally,  and  have  made  inqoirr 
as  to  the  politics  of  those  I  do  not  know.  While  the  bark 
continues  in  the  hands  and  under  the  control  of  the  fedcrs! 
psrty,  I  hope  it  may  not  receive  any  patronage  from  the 
Government." 

[No  answer  by  tlie  records.] 

Secretary  says  the  principal  charges  are  :  1 .'  That  ii>^ 
stock  was  not  properly  distributed.  2.  That  State  <»• 
no  interest,  and  therefore  charter  not  legal.  3.  The  bank 
has  issued  large  amounts  of  paper,  and  not  redeemed  2j 
expected. 

Win.  L.  May,  Repcesentaiive  in  Congress,  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury, 

Wasrihgtov,  January  29,  1836. 
*«  The  safety  of  the  bank  is  only  matter  of  opinion  ;  "■^* 
I  cannot,  in  justice  to  my  own  feelings,  omit  the  prefer, 
opportunity  of  expressing  my  entire  confidence  in  the  ir- 
tegrity  and  ability  of  its  board  of  directors,  as  well  as  t^ 
capacity  of  the  bank  to  meet  all  its  liabilities.'* 

John  Reynolds,  member  of  Congress,  to  the  Secreterj,'  -f 

the  Treasury. 

WASBiNGTosr,  January  29,  1S36. 

**  To  make  the  Bank  of  Illinois  a  depository  of  the  pi.K 
lie  funds,  and  the  paper  of  the  bank  land>o0iee  mosrv, 
would  he  very  acceptable  to  the  people ;  and,  from  aH  i-.^ 
information  I  can  procure  in  relation  to  its  solvracy,  . 
conclude  it  would  be  a  safe  depository.  Therefore,  I  c^ 
earnestly  recommend  the  measure  to  make  the  Slate  Ba**l 
of  Illinois  a  depository  for  the  public  funds,  and  the  p^p' 
thereof  land  office  money." 

John   M.    Robinson,    Senator,    to  the   Secretarf/    t>f  '' 

Treasury. 

WASHixoToy,  January  30,  163C. 

**To  your  communication  of  the  25th  instant,  aska; 
my  opinion  whether  the  selection  of  the  Uliuois  Bazik  wocU 
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be  useful  and  acceptable  to  oar  Gominunity»  and  safe  to  the 
GoTernment,  I  have  to  reply,  I  have  no  doubt  but  it  would 
be  both  ttae6il  and  acceptable  to  that  community.  Ab  to  the 
safety  of  the  Government  funds,  my  information  upon  that 
part  of  the  subject  is  very  limited,  the  bank  having  only 
been  in  operation  a  short  time,  and  its  location  being  in  a 
different  part  of  the  State  from  where  I  reride.  With  many 
of  the  directors  I  am  personally  acquainted,  and  have  the 
highest  opinion  of  their  integrity  and  financial  ability." 

W,  L.  D.  Etffing,  Senator  of  the  United  States,  to  the 
Secretary  of  ike  Treasury, 

**  In  reply  to  your  inquiries,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing that  the  deposite  of  the  public  funds  in  the  State  Bank 
of  niiu^is  wookl  not  only  be  useful  and  acceptable  to  the 
people  of  Illinois,  but  is  confidently  expected  by  them.**  * 
*  *  **  This  expectation  had  a  controlling  influence  with 
the  Legislatme  in  the  establishment  of  the  bank." 

*■  I  believe  the  institution  is  ably  and  prudently  conduct- 
ed. I  have  the  utmost  confidence  in  the  integrity  and 
honor  of  the  oflSoers  having  the  management  of  it.  I  be- 
lieve the  public  funds  would  be  as  safe  as  in  any  bank  west 
of  the  mountains.  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  constitutionality 
of  the  charter." 


CoRBEsrosrnxNcx  with  tux  SsrxifTH  Ward  Bavk  or 
TBI  CiTT  OF  Nkw  York. 

Walter  Bourne,  president^  of  the  Seventh  Ward  Bank, 
NewYork,  to  R.  B.  Taney,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Nxw  YoBK,  October  2,  1833. 

The  services  of  the  Seventh  Ward  Bank  are  respectful- 
ly oflered  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  directory  feel  much  confidence  in  this  application, 
beings  (without  exception,)  as  well  as  the  stockholders, 
with  few  exceptions,  friends  of  the  administration. 

It  is  also  respectfully  recommended  to  your  notice  that, 
it  the  time  of  the  distribution  of  the  stock  of  this  institu- 
ion,  the  commissioners  awarded  no  portion  to  the  brokers 
in  Wall  street.  This  excited  their  indignation  against  Uie 
>ank,  and  engendered  a  resolution  (passed  at  their  board) 
hat  they  would  not  deal  in  the  stock,  either  directly  or  in- 
lirecUy  ;  and  the  members  of  their  board  bound  themselves 
o  abide  by  such  resolution,  on  pain  of  exclusion. 

The  directors  having  the  highest  personal  consideration 
ar  General  Jackson,  respectfully  request  the  Secretary  to 
ay  this  letter  before  the  President. 

WALTER  BOWNB,  President. 

Nxw  York,  Decen^ber  16,  1833. 

We,  the  subscribers,  officers  and  directors  of  the  Seventh 
Vaxd  Bank,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  friends  of  the  ad- 
lixiistration  and  of  the  revered  chief  at  the  head  of  the  Gov- 
Timcnt,  do  solicit  a  portion  of  the  fiscal  patronage  of  the 
^ixited  States  Treasury  for  the  Seventh  Ward  Bank ;  the 
rma  are  those  most  fiivoiable  to  the  Government 

Walter  Bowne,  President.    Philip  Harmad. 

William  6.  Coe.  Luther  Halsey. 

Henry  Ogden.  Wm.  O'Connor,  CcuAter. 

Abraham  Daley.  Samuel  N.  Dodge. 

O.  liopkins.  John  V.  Greenfield. 

William  Scott.  James  A.  Whiting. 

David  Brown.  H.  Erber. 

JJecember  31,  1835.--The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
-itee  to  George  NewboM  to  suggest  some  mode  of  dividing 
es  balancea  in  the  deposite  banks  in  the  city  of  New  YoHl, 
d  requests  him  to  consult  the  other  deposite  banks  in  the 
y  on  the  subject. 

>  e  presidents  of  the  deposite  banks  in  the  city  of  New 

York  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
"The  measure  suggested  in  your  communication,  that 
-  present  aelected  banks  should  make  suitable  arrsnge- 
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ments  with  the  other  local  banks  here,  to  leave  balances 
with  them  for  a  limited  period,  or  until  Congress,  by  some 
act,  shall  render  it  necessary  or  proper  to  csill  for  the 
whole  or  part  of  those  balances,  meets  our  entire  and  cor- 
dial approbation,"  dtc.  •  •  •  »  # 

"The  arrangements  with  the  other  banks,  that  we 
should  propose  and  desire,  would  be  such  as  are  liberal  and 
equitable,  having  a  due  regard  to  the  entire  safety  of  the 
funds,  and  to  a  prompt  repayment  thereof  when  required 
or  called  for ;  and  we  should  accordingly  deem  it  proper 
that  security  should  be  given  by  thoee  banks  that  would 
be  ample  and  satisfectory."         ♦         •         •         ♦         • 

*'In  regard  to  the  question  of  security  to  be  given  by 
those  banks,  we  may  remariL  that,  al^ough  we  are  quite 
satisfied  that  most  of  them  are  perfectly  good,  and  their 
corporate  responsibility  abundantly  sufficient,  and  we  have 
no  reason  to  believe  but  that  all  of  them  are  so,  yet  there 
are  many  considerations  that  seem  to  render  it  proper  that 
they  should  give  additional  suitable  security ;  and  if  yeu 
shall  be  of  that  opinion,  and  will  so  express  it  in  your  in- 
structions to  us,  it  would  evidei^tly  facilitate  the  arrange- 
ment, and  render  them  the  more  ready  to  give  the  security, 
inasmuch  as  sensibilities  might  otherwise  be  awakened  by 
the  supposition  that  there  u  a  want  of  proper  confidence 
and  liberality  on  our  part." 

GEO.  NEWBOLD, 
President  of  the  Bank  of  America* 
M.  GELSTON, 
President  of  the  Manhattan  Company. 
JNO.  FLEMING, 
President  qftht  BSeehanies*  Bank. 

CoRRxsroaroKvcx  with  the  Fab.mxbs  jutn  Mxghanics' 
Bank  at  Dstroit,  Michioav. 

Farxsss  ahd  MicRAirics'  Bavk, 
Detroit,  February  23, 1835. 

Sir  :  The  temporary  absence  of  the  president  of  this 
bank  has  prevented  an  earlier  reply  to  your  communica- 
tion of  the  23d  ultimo. 

This  bank  desires  to  co-operate  with  the  Treasury  De- 
partment in  its  measures  for  the  general  good ;  and,  with 
that  view  solely,  the  proposition  received  from  you  will  be 
acceded  to  in  due  time,  or  so  soon  as,  by  the  terms  of  its 
charter,  the  proper  step  can  be  taken.  In  the  mean  time, 
it  is  hoped  and  expected  that  you  will  act  as  if  the  arrange- 
ment had  been  concluded.  I  need  not  assure  you  that  the 
board  will  justly  estimate  and  reward  the  attention  which 
the  interests  of  the  public  and  of  the  institution  may  re- 
ceive at  your  hands.     Yours,  dec 

JOHN  A.  WILLIS,  Cashier. 

R.  M.  Whithxt,  Esq. 

FromR.M.  WhitneytoJohn  A.  WilUs^kareh  IS,  1635. 

Sir:  I  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  your  letter  of  the 
23d  ultimo  a  few  days  since.  I  shall  communicate  to  you 
every  thing  whereby  I  think  the  interests  of  the  bank  will 
be  promoted,  with  the  same  readiness  as  if  final  aetion  had 
taken  place  upon  my  proposition. 

I  have  got  the  heads  of  the  various  Departments  to  fur- 
nish an  estimate  of  the  probable  sums  anid  periods  which 
they  will  call  for  money  from  the  Treasury,  as  well  as  the 
States  in  which  it  will  be  required.  This  will  enable  me 
to  lay  out  a  course  of  operations  for  the  next  six  months 
of  the  Treasury  with  the  deposite  banks,  whereby  I  can 
inform  each  the  sums  they  will  be  called  upon  to  pay  or 
transfer  during  that  period,  on  account  of  the  Government ; 
which  information  will  enable  them  to  proceed  with  se- 
curity in  the  employment  of  the  money  while  it  remains 
in  their  hands.  R.  M.  WHITNEY. 

JoRii  A.  Willis,  Esq., 

Cashier  Farmers  and  Mechanics'  Bank,  Detroit. 
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Agent  of  DeponU  Banks. 


From  same  to  same — April  20,  1835. 

8iR :  I  understand  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is 
about  to  issue  a  circular  to  the  selected  banks,  making  the 
following  inquiries,  viz : 

1st.  Whether  the  banks  now  issue  notes  of  a  less  de- 
nomination than  five  dollars. 

2d.  Whether  the  bank  (in  case  it  now  makes  such  is- 
sues) will  be  willing  to  discontinue  any  further  issues  of 
any  notes  of  a  denomination  less  than  five  dollars,  after 
the  3d  day  of  March,  1836. 

3d.  Whether  the  bank  will  also  be  willing  to  discon- 
tinue the  issue  of  any  note  of  a  denomination  less  than 
ten  dollars,  at  any  early  future  day. 

4th.  If  so,  the  terms  upon  which  the  bank  is  willing  to 
come  under  such  agreement. 

It  is,  in  my  opinion,  very  desirable  that  the  selected 
banks,  generally,  should  express  a  willingness  to  enter  in- 
to such  an  arrangement.  Besides  aiding  the  Government 
in  restoring  a  metallic  circulating  medium,  for  the  purposes 
of  all  the  small  transactions  of  society,  and  thus  producing 
great  good  to  the  community,  I  think  it  will  lead  to  caus- 
ing all  the  banks  which  unite  in  carrying  out  this  measure 
to  obtain  increased  and  extended  popularity,  &c.       *       * 

The  considerations  which  the  selected  banks  ought  tore- 
quire,  in  case  they  consent  to  discontinue  the  issue  of  all 
notes  under  five,  and  then  under  ten  dollars,  I  think  ought 
to  be  something  like  the  following : 

Ist.  That  the  Government  shall  not  Teceive  in  payment 
notes  of  a  denomination  less  than  five  dollars  aiVer  the  SGth 
day  of  September,  1836,  nor  any  note  of  a  denomination 
less  than  ten  dollars  after  the  Ist  day  of  July,  1836. 

2d.  That  interest  shall  not  be  required  of  them  upon 
the  public  moneys  while  remaining  on  deposits  in  their 
hands ;  the  duties  which  are  now  performed  under  the  con- 
tract with  the  Treasury  Department,  and  the  surrender 
of  the  advantages  growing  out  of  the  right  to  issue  and 
circulate  notes  for  sums  less  than  ten  dollars,  being  con* 
sidered  a  full  equivalent  for  the  use  of  the  public  money. 

3d.  Provided  that  Congress  shall  not  impose,  through 
legislation,  onerous  conditions,  or  make  of  the  banks  in- 
jurious exactions. 

Tn  1816,  both  Messrs.  Webster  and  Sergeant  opposed 
all  legislation  touching  the  regulation  of  the  currency. 
They  contended,  then,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
had  command  of  the  currency  and  exchanges  of  the  coun- 
try, and*  could  employ  it  more  beneficially  than  any  body 
or  every  body  else.  My  own  observation  satisfies  me  that 
they  were  right.  I  think  it  would  be  well  that  the  board 
of  directors  of  each  bank  should  give  an  expression  of  their 
opinions  touchmg  this  subject. 

I  think  it  would  be  agreeable  that  the  banks  should  fix 
the  Ist  day  of  October,  1886,  for  the  period  of  discontinu- 
ing the  issue  of  all  notes  less  than  ten  dollars. 

R.  M.  WHITNEY. 

To  the  GjkSRiER  of  the 

Farmers  and  Mechanics*  Bank,  Detroit, 

From  the  same  to  same — July  16,  1836. 

Deau  Sib  :  Your  favor  of  the  4th  instant  came  to  hand 
diis  day,  with  your  draft  on  the  City  Bank  at  Albany  fur 
$100,  for  balance  of  my  salary  on  the  Ist  instant. 

I  notice  your  remarks  respecting  the  time  required  to 
convert  the  funds  received  for  land  sales  with  arailable 
funds  at  New  York,  and  have  spoken  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  upon  the  subject.  It  is  his  wish  to  do  noth- 
ing in  the  way  of  transfer  which  will  cause  you  the  least 
inconvenience.  R.  M.  WHITNEY. 

Jxo.  A.  Willis,  Esq. 

From  the  same  to  mme — July  17,  1835, 
Dkab  Sia  :  I  notice  by  your  return  of  the  1st  instant,  that 
your  specie  was  reduced  to  $12,882  01.    This,  I  presume. 


was  caused  by  payments  made  to  disbursing  agenU  of  the 
W^ar  Department.  I  would  remark  that  it  is  deairabk  to 
avoid,  as  far  as  possible,  the  reduction  of  the  specie  fund  of 
the  deposits  banks  so  low. 

R.  M.  WHITNEY. 
Jvo.  A.  Willis,  £84. 

From  same  to  same,  (extract) — May  90, 1836. 

**  These  considerations,  collectively,  induce  me  to  m- 
gest,  and  even  to  recommend,  to  aU  the  depoate  buks 
which  receive  depositee  of  the  pubfic  money  from  the  Imd 
receivers,  to  forthwith  give  them  notice  that  they  will  not, 
after  the  receipt  of  that  notice,  receive  from  them,  snd  phre 
at  the  credit  of  the  Treasury,  any  thing  else  thsn,  akr 
and  gold,  and  the  notes  of  such  banks  as  will  redeem  scrb 
not^s  as  are  received  in  payment  of  public  lands  in  the 
cities  of  New  York  and  Philadelphii 


ff 


'■Any  steps  which  you  and  any  of  the  dcpoeitc  hm^ 
may  take  for  carrying  into  eflect  the  sugge^oos  I  bi<( 
made,  I  feel  confident  will  be  approved  by  all  sound  fiois- 
ciers ;  and  I  am  fiilly  penmaded  that  their  adeptioa  will  r.ct 
only  prove  beneficial  to  the  depodte  banks,  by  relief;: 
them,  in  part,  of  an  onerous  duty,  but  will  pron  Bc$t 
salutary  in  its  consequences  to  the  public  in  general,*'  ^' 

R.  M.  WHITNEY 

Jno.  A.  Willis,  Esq. 

From  saAie  to  same — July  7,  1836. 

DfiAE  Sir  :  I  duly  received  your  favor  of  the  2S4I  ultioc, 
covering  your  check  payable  at  the  Phoenix  Bank,  in  Ne* 
York,  for  one  hundred  dollars,  due  me  the  let  instant ;  f« 
which  please  accept  my  thanks. 

The  Indian  deportment,  I  have  just  learned,  have  i»o^J 
requisitions  for  $66,000,  payable  in  Detroit)  in  specie 
They  will,  between  this  and  the  let  of  September  nkxt,  re- 
quire from  six  to  seven  thousand  more,  of  which  two  bus- 
dred  thousand  must  be  in  specie.  I  shall  know  man  iboLt 
the  subject  to-morrow. 

Yours,  truly,  R.  M.  WHITNEY. 

JoHH  A.  Willis,  Esq. 

From  the  same  to  same — July  8,  1836. 

DsAK  Sir  :  You  will  be  informed  by  the  Treasury  De- 
partment  that  the  Indian  depaitment  will  have  occtsice. 
between  this  and  the  lat  of  October,  for  from  seven  tori^'itt 
hundred  thousand  dollars  at  Detroit ;  and  Mr.  HanisV' 
formed  me  yesterday  that  be  should  want  from  two  kut- 
died  to  two  hundred  and  fitly  thousand  ddhrs  of  ib* 
amount  in  specie.  To  meet  this,  it  has  oocurraJ  io  cs 
that  you  will  have  to  send  abroad  for  specie.  I  baTetheny 
fore  thought  proper  to  inform  you  that  goU  in  alsM'^  ^f 
quantity  can-be  had  at  the  Bank  of  America,  at  New  Ycri« 
which  has  been  received  from  France,  and  is  under  the  aft' 
trol  of  the  Treasury  Department ;  and  I  would  recomDoJ 
that  the  two  deposite  banks  at  Detroit  unite  together  iM 
send  to  New  York,  and  obtain  two  or  three  hundfj"* 
thousand  dollars,  with  which  to  meet  the  wanuoftn 
Indian  department.  It  will  be  good  policy  for  tbe  bsnk^ » 
do  so,  as  it  will  be  aiding  in  carrying  out  one  of  the  jw* 
manent  measures  of  the  administration— that  of  cm^*' 
ting  gold. 

If  you  should  conclude  to  adopt  these  suggestioiLs  \nn>^ 
inform  me,  and  I  will  obtain  such  instructioM  as  wll  f^ 
able  you  to  obtain  the  gold  without  difficulty. 

Yours,  truly,  R.  M.  WHTTNEV 

Jon!r  A.  Willis,  Esq. 

From  same  to  same — Extract  from  a  letter  dated  M 

26,  1836. 
"  DsAR  Sir  :  •  •  •  There  is  about  four  million  (W)"' 
arrived,  and  to  arrive,  of  the  French  indemnity  d»^^ 
which  the  Government' wbh  to  have  distributed  thn#'' 
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Agent  of  Depositt  Banks, 


[«4th  Coiro.  2d  Skss. 


the  country  ;  and  it  is  eipccted  that  the  deposite  banks  will 
lend  their  aid  in  doing  it" 

R.  M.  WHITNEY. 
JoHif  A.   WfLi.18,  Esq. 

FARMSmS  AHD  MlGHANICS'  B  iVK, 

DiTROiT,  July  8,  1836. 

Sib  :  Your  circular  letter  of  the  25Lh  Ultimo  came  duly 
to  hand.  As  tbia  bank  now  furnishes  complete  lists  of  all 
banks  whose  notes  it  receives  in  deposits  for  sale  of  public 
lands,  embracing  all  in  credit  north  of  the  Potomac  and 
Ohio  rivers,  and  all  Southern  bonks  redeeming  in  New 
York  and  Philadelphia,  no  misapprehension  can  possibly 
exist  on  the  subject ;  nevertheless,  it  is  the  determination  of 
the  bank  to  lend  its  feeble  aid  to  perfect  the  great  plan 
adopted  by  the  Treasury  Department,  having  for  its  object 
the  equalisation  of  the  currency.  It  has  not,  at  present, 
an  emission  oS  notes  of  the  denomination  of  $50,  or  over ; 
but  having  recently  ordered  one,  it  will  soon  be  able  to 
comply  with  the  terms  of  your  proposition.  Some  little 
time  will  be  necessary  to  make  the  arrangements  in  New 
York ;  until  which,  I  cannot  inform  you  at  what  bank  the 
notes  will  be  redeemed.  Permit  me  to  suggest  that  the  de- 
poaite  banks  be  instructed  peremptorily  to  present  at  the 
office  redeeming  in  New  York  such  notes  only  as  are  ac- 
tually received  for  sales  of  land,  as  the  extension  of  the  rule 
to  all  receipts  at  their  respective  counters  would  be  produc- 
tive of  great  embarrassment  to  banks  remote  from  the  point 
in  question. 

JOHN  A.  WILLIS. 

R.  M.  Whitney,  Esq. 

From  same  to  same — Extract  from  a  letter  dated  July 

84,  1835. 

*<  Dear  Sir  :  I  hasten  to  reply,*'  dtc.  '<  Our  specie  shall 
l*e  increased  instantly ;  the  diminution  can  be  accounted 
for  in  a  manner,  doubtless,  satisfactory,"  dec. 

<*  We  intend  to  be  well  protected  below,  and  to  prepare 
for  any  emergency  that  can  possibly  arise.  I  enclose  a  draft 
for  $100  on  New  York,  for  your  salary  to  the  1st  instant." 

J.  A.  WILLIS,  Cashier, 

R.  M.  WiiiTJTKT,  Esq. 

Extract  from  a  letter  dated  Aue^st  19,  1836, /row  Mr. 

Whitney  to  Mr.   Willis. 

•*  DcAR  Sin  :  I  am  this  day  favored  with  yours  of  the 
lOth  inMant,"dcc.  •  •  •  «*  He  [meaning  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury]  has  informed  you,  in  the  circular 
Vj  which  I  have  referred,  that  the  payments  may  be  made 
at  an  earlier  period  than  specified  in  the  transfer  warrant 
If  you  should  at  any  time  wish  them  extended,  for  your 
o.%-n  convenience  or  that  of  the  public,  it  can  be  done.*' 

R.  M.  WHITNEY. 
J.  A.  Willis,  Cashier. 

PAaMcas  Aifn  MzcRA^rics'  Baxk, 

Detroit,  January  4,  1836. 

Deah  Sir:  I  annex  my  draft  for  $100,  to  pay  your 
salary  to  1st  of  January.  I  believe  this  is  right.  I  hardly 
need  say  to  you  that,  of  the  very  large  receipts  on  account 
of  land  sales,  more  than  nine  tenths  consist  of  uncurrent 
money,  which  it  requires  over  sixty  days  to  convert,  and 
at  great  risk  and  expense.  These  considerations,  undoubt- 
edly, have  great  weight  with  the  Department,  and  will 
cause  the  transfer  drafis  to  be  made  more  gradually  than  if 
the  deposites  were  available  at  once. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  truly  yours, 

JOHN.  A.  WILLIS, 
Cashier  Farmers  and  Mechanics*  Bank, 
R.  M.  Wbits^bt,  Esq. 


Copy  of  Mr.  Taney^s  letter  to  Mr.  Thomas  ElMcott. 

[private.] 

Washisotow,  October  22,  1836. 

Mr  Dkar  Sir  :  I  have  only  a  moment  to  say  to  you 

I  that  Whitney *s  proposition  is  entirely  unauthorized  by  me, 

I  and  that  I  have  no  concern  whatever  with  it :  and,  more- 

I  over,   if  all  the  selected  banks  were  to  recommend  it,  I 

would  not  appoint  such  an  agent  at  this  time,  nor  until  I 

have  more  time  to  examine  into  its  propriety.     Certainly 

there  will  be  none  until   Congress  decide  what  measures 

are  to  follow  the  removal  of  the  deposites ;  and,  if  one 

should  ever  be  selected,  I  am  not  committed  to  appoint  Mr. 

Whitney.     I  am  perfectly  at  large  for  a  selection. 

Very  truly,  yours,  R.  B.  TANEY. 

Thomas  Ellicott,  Esq.,  Baltimore, 

Copy  of  Mr,  Taney's  letter  to  Reverdy  Johnson, 

[privatx.]  ^ 

Washikotoit,  October  24,  1833. 

Mr  DsAa  Sin :  Although  the  time  for  closing  the  mail 
is  almost  at  hand,  I  hope  I  yet  have  time  to  thank  you  for 
your  friendly  letter,  and  to  assure  you  that  I  perfectly  agree 
with  you  in  the  opinions  you  express  about  the  reported 
appointment  My  private  letter  to  Mr.  Ellicott  has,  I  hope, 
been  shown  to  you,  and  will  remove  any  suspicion  that  I 
could  have  countenanced  the  plan.  In  the  first  place,  there 
is  no  law  authorizing  the  establishment  of  such  a  bureau, 
and  it  would  be  the  grossest  and  most  indefensible  usurpa- 
tion of  power,  if  I  presumed  to  make  such  an  appointment. 
I  never,  for  a  moment,  have  dreamed  of  committing  such 
a  folly ;  yet  the  imposing  form  of  the  papers  given  to  Mr. 
Ellicott,  coupled  with  the  publication  in  the  Standard,  was 
well  calculated  to  create  the  apprehension  that  I  was  par- 
ticipating in  this  wild  scheme.  But  if  I  had  authority, 
even  by  act  of  Congress,  (and  nothing  short  of  an  act  of 
Congress  would  authorize  it,)  to  establish  such  a  bureau 
in  my  Department,  rest  assured  it  would  not  be  given  to 
the  person  you  name.  I  believe  he  has  been  much  wronged  ; 
but  it  is  one  of  my  fixed  theories  in  politics,  that  a  man 
must  not  only  be  qualified  for  the  office  he  fills,  but  the  pub- 
lic, who  must  have  an  interest  in  it,  must  be  satisfied  of 
his  fitness,  or  at  least  must  not  have  made  up  their  minds 
against  him.  And  whatever  may  be  the  qualities  of  the 
person  in  question,  his  appointment  to  that  office  would, 
under  existing  circumstances,  be  received,  I  am  sure,  with 
one  general,  universal  feeling  of  disapprobation,  by  friends 
and  foes  ;  and,  rely  on  it,  I  will  never  mortify  my  friends  by 
such  a  usurpation  of  power,  nor  by  such  an  injudicious  ap- 
pointment, where  I  have  a  lawful  right  to  fill  an  office. 
The  whole  proceeding  has  been  the  indiscreet  act  of  the 
party  himself,  and  wholly  unauthorized  by  me. 

Again  thanking  you  for  your  kind  letter,  I  am,  very  tru- 
ly, your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  TANEY. 


Copy  of  Mr,  Whitney's  letter,  referred  to. 

WASHiireTOira  August  29,  1835. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that,  since  my 
circular  to  you,  of  the  25th  June  last,  I  have  received  com- 
munications from  the  greater  part  of  the  deposile  banks, 
upon  the  subject  of  redeeming  such  of  their  notes  in  New 
York  and  Philadelphia  as  may  be  received  on  deposite  froin 
receivers  of  proceeds  of  public  lands,  as  well  as  receiving 
from  such  receivers  the  notes  of  such  of  the  deposite  and 
other  banks  as  redeem  the  same  either  in  New  York  or 
Philadelphia ;  and  I  am  now  enabled  to  communicate  to 
you  the  arrangements  made  with  the  following  banks,  viz : 

Bmk  of  Burlington,  Burlington,  Vermont. — This 
bank  redeems  its  notes  of  all  denominations  of  five  dollars 
and  upwards^  unlimitedly,  at  the  Merchants*  Bank  in 
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the  city  of  New  York.  It  also  receives  on  depoeite  the 
notes  of  such  banks  as  are  at  par,  either  in  New  York, 
Philadelphia,  or  Boston. 

Mechanics  and  Farmers'  Bank,  Albany. — This  bank 
redeems  all  its  notes  of  the  denomination  of  fifty  dollars  and 
upwards,  unlimitedly,  at  the  Merchsots'  Bank  in  the  city 
of  Now  York.  It  also  receives  the  notes  of  all  banks  which 
are  at  par  in  New  York  or  Philadelphia. 

Bank  of  America,  New  York. — This  bank  will  receive 
the  notes  of  all  the  deposite  banks  situated  north  and  east 
of  that  city,  of  the  denomination  of  fifty  dollars  and  up- 
wards, on  deposite,  from  deposite  banks,  which  they  may 
havfe  received  from  the  receivers  of  lales  of  public  lands. 

Mechanies*  Bank,  New  York. — This  bank  will  receive 
the  notes  of  the  two  deposite  banks  in  Boston,  (the  Com- 
monwealth and  Merchants*,)  they  having  arranged  with 
this  bank  to  redeem  the  same,  of  all  denominations  of  five 
dollars  and  upwards. 

Gifard  Bankf  Philadehhia.^~Th\B  bank  will  receive 
from  all  the  deposite  banKs  the  notes  of  any  and  all  the 
deposite  banks  north  and  east  of  Philadelphia,  which  they 
may  receive  from  the  public  land  receivers,  of  the  denomi- 
nation of  fifty  dollars  and  upwards. 

Union  Bank  of  Maryland,  Baiiimare. — This  bank  re- 
deems its  notes  unHmttedly,  in  New  York,  at  the  Mer- 
chants* Bank,  snd  in  Philadelphia,  at  the  Philadelphia 
Bank ;  and  it  receives  on  deposite,  and  in  payment  of  all 
dues,  the  notes  of  all  good  banks  which  arc  redeemed  in 
those  cities. 

Batik  of  the  Metropolis,  Washington, — This  bank  re- 
deems its  notes  unlimitedly,  in  Philadelphia,  at  the  Girard 
Bank,  and  in  Neiv  York,  at  the  Bank  of  America,  Me- 
chanics* Bank,  and  the  Manhattan  Company.  It  receives 
on  deposite  the  not^  of  all  such  banks  as  are  at  par  in 
cither  of  those  cities. 

Bank  of  Virginia,  Richmond. — This  bank  redeems  its 
notes  unfimiteSy,  in  Philadelphia,  at  the  Girard  Bank  and 
the  Farmers  and  Mechanics*  Bank,  and  in  New  York,  at 
the  Mechanics*  Bank  and  Manhattan  Company.  It  re- 
ceives the  notes  of  all  banks,  above  the  denomination  of 
ten  dollars,  which  redeem  their  notes  in  either  of  the  above 
cities. 

Bank  of  Augusta,  Augusta. — This  bank  redeems,  at 
the  Bank  of  America,  in  New  York,  such  of  its  notes  as 
may  be  received  by  the  receivers  of  proceeds  of  sales  of  pub- 
lic Unds. 

Vhiofi  Bank  of  Louisiana,  New  Orleans. — This  bank 
will  redeem,  at  the  Merchants*  Bank,  in  New  York,  all 
its  notes  which  may  be  received  by  the  deposite  banks,  in 
payments  on  account  of  the  Government.  It  will  receive 
on  deposite,  from  the  receivers  of  public  lands,  the  notes  of 
all  such  deposite  banks  as  cause  them  to  be  redeemed  in 
New  York  or  Philadelphia. 

Commercial  Bank  of  New  Orleans,  New  Orleans. — 
This  bank  will  redeem,  at  the  Bank  of  America,  in  New 
York,  such  of  its  notes  as  may  be  received  by  deposite 
banks  for  all  payments  made  on  account  of  the  Govern- 
ment It  will  receive  on  deposite,  from  the  receivers  of 
public  lands,  the  notes  of  all  auch  deposite  banks  as  re- 
deem the  same  in  New  York  or  Philadelphia. 

Planters*  Bank,  Natchez, — This  bank  has,  in  no  in- 
stance since  it  became  a  selected  bank,  refused  to  receive 
from  a  public  receiver  a  note  of  any  one  of  the  deposite 
banks.  It  will  continue  to  receive  on  deposite,  from  the 
public  receivers,  the  notes  of  each  and  all  deposite  banks, 
without  regard  to  their  location. 

Union  Bank,  Nashville. — This  bank  issues  but  few 
notes  which  are  not  made  payable,  upon  their  face,  either 
at  Philadelphia  or  New  Orleans.  It  will  receive,  in  pay- 
ment of  all  dues  to  the  Government,  the  notes  of  all  depos- 
ite and  other  banks,  which  redeem  the  same  either  in  New 
Yurk  or  Philadelphia. 


Commercial  Bank,  Cmcmfutft.— This  bsnk  wiD  !»• 
deem,  at  the  Girard  Bank,  in  I%iladelphia,  ail  its  ootM  of 
the  denomination  of  fifty  dollars  and  upwards,  which  mj 
be  received  by  any  deposiie  bank,  to  be  plaoed  to  the  cR<fai 
of  the  United  States.  It  will  receive  on  deposits,  fraoi 
public  receivers,  the  notes  of  all  such  deposite  ind  oibef 
good  banks,  at  Cincinnati,  and  its  agency  at  8t  Lovii,  u 
redeem  the  same  in  New  York  or  Philadelphia. 

Clinton  Bank,  Columbus. — This  bank  will  rfdeem,  it 
the  Phoenix  Bank  in  New  York,  all  its  notes  of  the  ik- 
nominations  of  fifty  dollars  and  upward^  as  mtj  be  it- 
ceived  by  any  depoeite  bank  from  the  public  reoeiTen.  It 
will  receive  .on  deposite,  from  the  public  receiTen,  the 
notes  of  all  auch  depOsite  and  other  good  banks  m  redraa 
the  same  cither  in  New  York  or  Philadelphia. 

State  Bank  of  Indiana,  IndiancqMlis.^-Thss  btnk  wiil 
redeem,  at  the  City  Bank  in  New  York,  any  of  iti  not^ 
of  the  denominations  of  fifty  dollars  and  upwtrdi,  wbid 
may  be  received  by  any  deposite  bank,  from  the  public  r^ 
ceivers.  It  wilf  receive  on  deposite,  from  the  poblic  r- 
ceivers,  the  notes  of  ail  such  deposite  and  other  good  biri» 
which  redeem  the  same  ^her  in  New  York  or  Philidc^ 
phia. 

State  Bank  of  Indiana,  Richmond  Brand.— Tlu 
bank  will  redeem,  at  the  Bank  of  North  America,  in  Phil 
adelphia,  and  the  Merchants*  Bank,  in  New  York,  allsQcli 
notes,  of  the  denominations  of  fifty  dollars  and  upwanb,  a 
may  be  received  by  any  deposite  bank  from  the  public  t(- 
ceivers.  It  will  receive  from  the  public  receivers  theoota 
of  all  such  deposite  banks  as  redeem  the  same  either  m 
New  York  or  Philadelphia. 

Bank  of  Michigan,  Detroit. -^This  bank  wiU  redeeo. 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  through  their  agents,  Meisn. 
John  Ward^dt  Company,  all  sucli  of  its  notes,  of  the  d^ 
nominations  of  fifty  dollars  and  upwards,  as  m^  be  n- 
ceived  by  any  deposite  bank  from  the  pobUc  reeeivert  It 
will  receive  from  the  public  receircrs  the  notes  of  lU  sk^- 
of  the  deposite  and  oUier  good  banks  as  redeem  the  x» 
either  in  New  York  or  Philadelphia. 

Farmers  and  Mechanics^  Bank,  Detrmi.^Tlm  bant 
will  redeem,  at  the  Bank  of  America,  in  New  Yori,  i^ 
such  of  its  notes,  of  the  denomination  of  fifty  dolltn  tf - 
upwards,  as  may  be  received  by  any  deposite  btnk  fros 
the  public  receivers.  It  will  receive  from  the  pobtic  r^ 
ceivers  the  notes  of  all  good  banks  ninth  of  the  PotMa** 
and  Ohio  rivers,  and  of  such  Southern  banks  ta  rede^ 
the  same  in  New  York  or  Philadelphia,  of  the  dcnomis^ 
tions  of  twenty  dollars  and  upwards. 

Merchants  and  Manufacturer^  Bank,  PUtsbwrg  —'^ 
bank  will  redeem,  unlimitedly,  such  of  its  notes  as  ms 
be  received  by  any  deposite  buik,  from  the  pubbe  rece.^ 
vers,  at  the  Commercial  Bank  in  Philadelphia-  I(^' 
receive  on  deposite,  on  public  account,  the  notes  of  «•> 
such  deposite  or  other  good  banka  as  redeem  the  sane  o 
New  York  or  Philadelphia,  of  the  dcaomioatiow  « 
twenty  dollars  and  upwards. 

These  arrangements  have  been  entered  into  witbi^ 
understanding  and  full  reliance  that  each  bank  vrill  acj^ 
wards  the  other  in  fiiimess,  and  with  the  mostascred  fid<"' 
ty ;  that  no  one  will  call  upon  any  other  to  redeem  tbra 
notes  which  have  not  been  receired  from  the  public  ^ 
ceivers,  or  in  payment  of  public  dues,  in  cases  where  the 
banks  have  extended  the  limitation  that  far. 

I  have  forwarded  a  copy  of  this  to  each  of  the  public  ^^ 
ceivers,  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  they  will  act  with  w^ 
fairness  that  no  injustice  will  be  done  to  sny  of  dv  '* 
posite  banks.  Should  it  ever  be  otherwise,  sod  tnyj^ 
of  the  banka  have  cause  to  feel  aggrieved,  I  am  aotbon:|| 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  say  that  he  wil!  tw 
the  roost  prompt  measures  to  remove  any  just  cautf 
complaint 

It  is  expected  by  all  the  banks  whkfa  have  ccmf^^ 


APPENDIX— To  Gcdei  Sf  Seaton's  Register. 


189 


Executive  Adminigtration. 


[34th  CoKo.  2d  Sesi. 


the  trrangement,  that  when  one  forwards  for  redemption, 
at  the  pUioeB  named,  the  notes  of  any  other  hank,  it  will, 
at  the  same  time,  inform  such  bank  the  amount  which  it 
has  thus  gent  forward. 

I  would  suggest  that,  in  case  any  one  of  the  deposite 
banks  which  have  not  entered  into  this  arrangement  shall 
hereafter  do  so,  they  communicate  the  terms,  dice  to  me, 
that  the  same  may  be  communicated  to  the  others,  as  well 
as  to  the  public  receivers. 

As  it  will  greatly  increase  the  security  ag^ainst  counter- 
feits, I  would  suggest  that  each  deposite  Inink  which  has 
or  may  enter  into  this  arrangement  forward  to  each  of  the 
other  deposite  banks,  and  to  each  of  the  public  receivers, 
the  signatures  of  their  respective  presidents  and  cashiers. 
For  this  purpose,  I  forward  with  this  a  list  of  the  public 
receivers,  with  the  places  of  their  residence. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

[Here  follows  the  list  of  the  public  receivers  referred  to.] 


EXECUTIVE  ADMINISTRATION. 

Views  of  the  majority  of  the  Committee  on  the  AdmlniS' 
tratUm  of  the  Executive  Departmentt, 

Hovsx  OP  Repbiessxtatitbs,  March  3,  1837. 

Mr.  WiBi,  from  the  committee  appointed  on  the  1 7th  of 
January  last,  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  Execu- 
tive Departments,  dtc.,  made  the  following  miromT: 

The  select  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
to  which,  on  the  17th  January,  was  referred  to  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  viz : 

"  Re9olvedf  That  so  much  of  the  President's  message 
ts  relates  to  the  '  condition  of  the  various  executive  de- 
nrtments,  the  ability  and  integrity  with  which  they  have 
)een  conducted,  the  vigilant  and  faithful  discharge  of  the 
inblic  buainesa  in  all  of  them,  and  the  causes  of  complaint, 
rom  any  quarter,  at  the  manner  in  which  they  have  fulfil- 
ed  the  objects  of  their  creation,'  be  referred  Uy  a  select 
committee  of  nine  members,  with  power  to  send  for  per- 
sons and  papers,  and  with  instructions  to  inquire  into  the 
ondition  of  the  various  executive  departments,  the  ability 
ind  integrity  with  which  they  have  been  conducted,  into 
he  manner  in  which  the  public  business  has  been  discharge 
"d  in  all  of  them,  and  into  all  causes  of  complaint,  from 
ay  quarter,  at  the  manner  in  which  said  departments,  or 
heir  bureaus  or  offices,  or  any  of  their  officers  or  agents,  of 
very  description  whatever,  directly  or  indirectly  connected 
vith  them  in  any  manner,  ofiicialiy  or  unofficially,  in  du- 
ies  pertaining  to  the  public  interest,  have  fulfilled  or  failed  to 
coooiplish  the  objects  of  their  creation,  or  have  violated 
t^ir  duties,  or  have  injured  and  impaired  the  public  ser- 
ice  and  interest ;  and  that  said  committee,  in  its  inquiries, 
aay  refer  to  such  periods  of  time  as  to  them  may  seem  ex- 
•edientand  proper,"  report: 

That  the  sessions  of  the  committee,  in  pursuance  of  this 
esoiution,  commenced  on  the  Slst  day  of  January,  and 
rerc  subsequently  continued,  with  leave  to  sit  during  the 
essions  of  the  House,  until  the  close  of  the  examination 
'f  witnesses,  on  the  25th  of  February,  there  having  been 
at  three  days,  viz :  the  36th  of  January  and  8th  and  1 1th 
•f  February,  on  which  the  committee  did  not  meet,  in  con- 
cquence  of  imperative  business  requiring  their  attendance 
Q  the  House.  The  sittings  of  the  committee  commenced 
t  ten  o'clock  A.  M.  of  each  day,  and  wete  generally  con- 
inued  until  four,  five,  and  six  o'clock  in  the  evening. 
I'wenty-eight  witnesses  were  personally  examined. 

The  committee  state  these  facts  in  proof  of  the  assiduity 
'ith  which  they  have  devoted  themselves  to  the  duty  as- 
igned  to  them  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  the  ex- 
laaion  and  almost  entire  sacrifice  of  their  duties  in  the 
louse ;  and,  alao,  to  show  that,  from  the  time  occupied  in 


this  inquiry,  ample  opportunity  has  been  furnished  for  the 
full  development  of  decisive  and  unequivocal  acts  of  cor- 
ruption, abuse,  violation,  or  neglect  of  public  duty  in  the 
various  executive  departments,  if,  in  truth,  any  such  acts 
had  been  committed,  or  could  be  pointed  out,  through  any 
responsible  or  specific  source  of  "complaint,  from  any  quar- 
ter, at  the  manner  in  which  said  departments,  or  their  bu- 
reaus or  offices,  or  any  of  their  officers  or  agents,  of  every 
description  whatever,  directly  or  indirectly  connected  with 
them  in  any  manner,  officially  or  unofficially,  in  duties 
pertaining  to  the  public  interest,  have  fulfilled  or  failed  to 
accomplish  the  objects  of  their  creation,  or  have  violated 
their  duties,  or  have  injured  and  impaired  the  public  ser- 
vice." 

The  committee,  in  the  outset,  confidently  submit  it  to 
the  judgment  of  the  House  and  the  country,  that  if,  in  the 
details  of  a  laborious  investigation  of  thirty  days,  given 
minutely  in  the  journal  of  their  proceedings,  with  no  re- 
striction whatever  to  any  inquiry  proposed,  by  any  member 
of  the  committee,  into  any  tpeeific  act  of  abuse,  corruption, 
violation,  or  evasion  of  law,  or  neglect  of  duty,  no  such 
act  is  proved,  implicating  the  various  executive  depart- 
ments, the  only  possible  inference  can  be,  that  it  is  not 
proved,  solely  because  it  does  not  exist. 

To  assume  as  the  basis  of  grave  charges,  which,  if  true, 
ought  to  lead  to  the  impeachment  of  the  President  and  the 
heads  of  the  executive  departments,  that  acts  of  corrup- 
tion, abuse,  and  violation  of  law  exist,  but  cannot  bej^rov- 
edy  and  thence  to  argue  that  the  administration  of  the  Gov- 
ernment must  be  corrupt,  from  the  very  failure  to  prove 
vaguely  alleged  abuses,  by  any  species  of  evidence  known 
to  the  laws,  is  so  utterly  at  war  with  the  rights  of  the  citi- 
zen, the  genius  of  our  institutions,  and  the  safeguards  of 
the  constitution,  that  it  would  seem  to  the  committee  that 
no  justly  balanced  mind  can  for  a  moment  draw  such  an 
inference  from  the  results  of  this  investigation.  The  rep- 
resentations made  in  the  House,  when  this  investigation 
was  called  for,  at  so  much  cost  of  time,  labor  and  expend!- 
ture,  diverted  from  the  public  business,  and  the  allegations 
of  corrupt  violations  of  official  duty,  before  the  committee, 
roust  be  regarded  in  the  nature  of  an  impeachment  of  the 
President  and  the  heads  of  the  various  executive  depart- 
ments. 

The  committee  can  view  this  form' of  inquiry,  instituted 
by  the  resolution  referred  to  them,  in  no  other  light  than  a 
preliminary  measure  to  ascertain  whether  there  were  suffi- 
cient grounds  to  justify  a  process  of  impeachment. 

The  power  of  the  House  to  institute  an  inquiry  of  this 
kind  into  the  conduct  of  the  Executive,  directly  personal 
in  its  application,  can  nowhere  exist,  unless  it  be  an  inci- 
dent of  *<the  sole  power  of  impeachment,"  which  is  given 
to  the  House  of  Representatives  by  the  constitution.   This 

?ower  extends  to  the  President,  and  all  civil  officers  of  the 
Tnited  States,  on  charges  of  treason,  bribery,  or  other  high 
crimes  and  misdemeanors.  Such,  in  effect,  were  the  rep- 
resentations i^on  which  the  resolution  creating  this  com- 
mittee was  founded,  and  the  necessity  of  its  adoption  urged 
before  the  House.  Such  is  the  nature  of  the  allegations 
formally  put  upon  the  journal  of  the  committee  by  the 
mover  of  the  resolution  in  the  House,  the  chairman,  viz  : 
*<  charges  of  violation  of  duty ;  of  corrupt  violation  of  duty ; 
in  abusing  legal  authority ;  in  corrupting  and  subsidizing 
the  public  press ;  in  retaining  corrupt  an^^fraudulent  offi- 
cers in  place,  knowing  of  their  malfeasance  and  malversa- 
tion in  office ;  in  appointing  and  paying  agents  of  various 
descriptions ;  in  making  unjust  and  exorbitant  allowance 
for  services  to  political  favorites;  in  paying  a  Treasury 
warrant  which  was  gambled  away  by  a  disbursing  officer ; 
in  allowing  an  account  which  had  virtually  been  disallow- 
ed, and  then  paying  it  after  its  allowance  had  been  forged, 
without  causing  the  offender  to  be  prosecuted  ;  in  specula- 
tions, on  the  offices  of  the  Government,  and  on  the  public 
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property ;  in  interfering  with  the  proceedings  of  Congress 
in  an  improper  manner ;  taming  a  deaf  ear  to  complaints 
against  dishonest  and  corrupt  subordinates,  and  permitting 
inferior  officers  to  hold  their  offices  under  the  President, 
after  they  had  been  proved  to  be  guilty  of  dishonest  and 
corrupt  practices." — (See  pages  14,  15,  and  42,  of  the 
journal  of  the  committee. ) 

These  are  the  general  allegations,  constituting,  if  prov- 
ed, matter  of  impeachment  for  «  high  crimes  and  misde- 
meanors ;"  and  that  the  committee  do  not  misapprehend 
the  import  of  these  allegations,  is  inferred  from  the  state- 
ment of  the  chairman,  when  under  oath  as  a  witness  be- 
fore the  committee,  (page  16  of  journal,)  viz:  « I  have 
been  informed  of,  and  believe,  much  more  matter  of  accu- 
sation and  complaint  against  most  ef  the  heads  of  the  ex- 
ecutive departments ;  but  they  have  never  confided  to  me 
any  of  their  secrets,  and,  therefore,  the  most  I  know  is  not 
of  my  own  knowledge.  If  half  of  what  I  have  been  in- 
formed was  or  had  been  knoum  to  me  personaily,  some  of 
the  heads  of  departments  would  have  oeen  iMrKACHsn  be- 
fore this  moment.  If  I  did  not  apprehend  the  strength  of 
the  executive  departments  to  be  too  overpowering  for  in- 
quiry itself,  much  more  for  trial,  thei/  would  be  impeached 
at  all  events."  This  appears  to  the  committee  to  be  a  di- 
rect affirmation  that  the  object  of  the  **  inquiry"  contem- 
plated in  the  resolution  moved  by  the  author  of  that  affirm- 
ation, and  referred  to  this  committee,  was  to  investigate 
matters  of  impeachment. 

It  follows,  therefore,  that  the  only  constitutional  power 
under  which  the  House  of  Representatives,  as  a  co-onlinate 
branch  of  the  Government,  could  constitute  a  committee  to 
inquire  into  alleged  **corrupt  violations  of  duty"  by  another 
co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Government,  (die  Executive,)  in 
the  power  of  impeachment 

By  the  terms  of  the  resolution  referred  to  the  committee, 
and  by  the  express  declaration  of  the  mover  of  that  resolu- 
tion, as  well  as  by  the  legal  construction  of  the  constitu- 
tional powers  of  the  House,  this  inquiry  cannot  be  brought 
within  the  only  other  clause  of  the  constitution  which,  by 
any  possible  implication,  can  be  made  applicable  to  it,  vis : 
that  **the  Congress  shall  have  power  to  make  all  laws 
which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for  canying  into  exe- 
cution the  foregoing  powers,  and  all  other  powers  vested 
by  this  constitution  in  the  Government  of  the  tJnited  States, 
or  in  any  department  or  officer  thereof." 

The  allegation  is  nowhere  made  that  the  laws  are  defec- 
tive in  relation  to  the  **  powers  vested  in  any  department 
or  officer"  of  the  Government,  and  that  this  inquiry  is  made 
to  enable  Congress  to  <<make  laws;"  but  the  charges  are 
against  the  individual  officers  for  << corrupt  violation"  of 
existing  laws ;  and  the  gpround  is  expressly  taken  by  the 
chairman,  in  his  declaration,  under  oath,  (page  15  of  jour- 
nal, )  **  that  the  whole  Government  needs  reform,  and  more 
patriotic  and  honest  men  to  administer  it." 

The  committee,  therefore,  conceive  thai  they  were  Mly 
warranted  and  imperatively  required  to  regard  this  investi- 
gation in  the  light  of  a  preliminary  inquiry  into  facts  and 
evidence,  to  show  whether  a  process  of  impeachment  ought 
not  to  be  instituted  by  the  House  of  Representatives  against 
the  Executive  and  the  heads  of  departments. 

Any  other  construction  of  the  resolution,  it  seems  to  the 
committee,  would  be  unjust  to  themselves  and  derogatory 
to  the  dignity  of  the  House,  as  a  legislative  body,  by  as- 
suming that  Ihey  hod  required  nine  of  its  members,  acting 
on  this  committee,  to  detach  themselves  from  the  proper 
business  of  legislation,  with  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers,  at  great  inconvenience  to  citizens  summoned  before 
them,  and  at  a  great  waste  of  the  public  time  and  money, 
with  no  legal  object  whatever  in  view  within  the  constitu- 
tional powers  of  the  House. 

This  view  of  the  duties  of  the  committee,  and  the  nature 
of  the  inquiry  instituted  through  them,   will  explain  the 


grounds  of  their  general  course,  as  deiailsd  in  their  jew- 
nal,  in  relation  U>  the  class  of  questions  to  witnefRs,  isJ 
the  calls  upon  public  officers,  which  they  feH  boood  to  td- 
mit  or  reject  in  the  progress  of  the  investigation. 

If,  then,  the  committee  are  well  founded  in  their  \'»v<i 
the  constitutional  power  of  the  House  to  crette  a  commit- 
tee in  matters  not  appertaining  to  the  law-makiog  povrr 
of  Congress,  to  inquire  into  alleged  oonupt  Tiolatloiv  d 
duty  by  a  co-ordinate  and  independent  brandi  of  theCn^w 
ernment,  it  follows  that  they  were  bound  to  give  a  ti>s\ 
construction  to  the  resolution  empowering  theoi  to  act,  asi 
to  regard  it  not  as  a  piece  of  party  machinery  to  run  (k«n 
this  administration  or  embarrjas  and  discredit  the  m\, 
but  as  a  direct  instruction  to  inquire  whether  proo&  of  c^«- 
rupt  violations  of  duty,  amounting  to  matter  of  impraci- 
ment,  could  be  produced  against  the  heads  of  the  ei^ci; 
tive  departments. 

The  bearing  of  the  resolution,  firom  its  refcrenrr  to  i 
particular  passage  in  the  annual  message  of  the  Prtsid«^. 
might  seem  to  have  been  to  get  up  an  issue  of  ha  ['cwaa 
the  House  of  Representatives  and  the  Executive,  as  to  tl^ 
truth  of  a  paragraph  in  that  message.  8urh  an  inqoin 
might,  with  propriety,  within  the  meaning  and  epirit  (A^ 
constitution,  be  had,  in  relation  to  such  portions  of  a  ok^ 
sage  from  the  President  as  recommended  or  conterapliini 
the  legislative  action  of  Congress  thereon.  But  can  it  b* 
entertained  as  a  position  consistent  with  thereRpeclan<lJ^ 
coram  dne  from  one  branch  of  the  Govemment  to  anotbi:, 
that  in  matters  of  alleged  fact  in  a  message  of  the  Ei^ 
tive,  having  no  reference  to  any  act  of  legialalion,  ot  ^'t 
the  mere  expression  of  an  intentum  or  belief,  •  forroal  ir 
vestigation,  through  the  intervention  of  swora  vitnessn. 
with  full  powers  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  noaj  ^' 
instituted  by  one  branch  of  the  Government,  to  test  tlie  (^ 
racity  or  sincerity  of  another  branch  of  the  Govemment 

Such  would  be.  the  extraordinary  character  of  thiaic^'^ 
ligation,  if  the  question  of  veracity  and  sincerity  vrrc  ^ 
be  put  at  issue  between  the  House  of  Representatifcs  »< 
the  President,  upon  a  passage  in  the  annual  mesaage-t 
passage  merely  complimentary,  on  the  retirement  oi  ^ 
President  from  office,  to  the  beads  of  the  depaitiDefl:< 
and  declaratory  of  the  intetttion  of  the  President,  dorjj 
his  administration,  to  have  the  departments  condocw 
with  ability  and  integrity,  and  of  hia  belief  that  they  bm 
been  so  conducted.  Here,  then,  are  a  compliment,  an  i& 
tention,  and  belief,  having  no  reference  whatever  to  i^- 
legislation  of  Congress,  which  (under  any  other  coostroc 
tion  than  that  which  the  committed  have  given  to  the  re^ 
lution)  would  have  been  made  the  subject  of  giav-e  Ib^'^ 
tigation  by  witnesses  under  oath,  and  by  caUa  apos  '^ 
executive  departments,  in  order  to  decide  and  import  t' 
the  House  whether,  in  the  opinion  of  the  oomroittCi  tt* 
President  had  improperly  flattered  his  cabinet  oflker^'' 
had  insincerely  and  falsely  stated  his  own  intmtiei  i 
belief  in  regard  to  them !  ^ 

The  committee  do  believe  that,  to  have  gone  utto§&-' 
an  investigation  upon  such  a  construction  of  the  resoiiitij* 
referred  to  them,  and  of  the  constitutional  P^*^^^^ 
House,  would  have  been  to  trifle  with  the  HouFe,  wii^  * 
co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Goveriunent,  and  with  the  c^' 
try.  . 

That  there  may  be  no  doubt  that  the  passage  ui  t^ 
Pr«ident*8  message,  which  is  recited  as  the  btai^  ^*^' 
resolution  proposing  investigation,  will  bear  no  other  «* 
struction  than  Hxe  one  here  put  upon  it,  as  a  mere  ct^'i  ' 
sion  of  belief  and  intention,  and  not  a  reoommendalioa ' 
a  public  measure  to  Congress,  let  that  passage  be  exaioi^ 
ed  in  this  connexion,  viz :  , 

«« Before  concluding  this  paper,  I  think  it  duew/*^ 
various  executive  departments  to  bear  lestimmy^  *'"'^ 
prosperous  condition,  and  to  the  ability  and  integrity^j- 
which  they  have  been  conducted.     It  hat  been  m;  ^'^  ' 
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enforce,  in  all  of  them,  a  vigilant  and  faithful  discharge  of 
the  public  business ;  and  it  is  gratifying  to  me  to  believe 
that  there  is  no  just  cause  of  complaint,  from  any  quarter, 
at  the  manner  in  which  they  have  fulfilled  the  objects  of 
their  creation.'' 

This  investigation,  as  the  committee  think  they  have 
clearly  shown,  could  be  instituted  only  for  one  of  two  pur- 
poses— ^impeachment  or  legislation ;  they  have  shown  it 
was  not  for  legislation,  becMLUse  no  defect  in  the  laws  has 
been  any  where  alleged,  only  in  their  execution.  The 
very  charge,  <*  corrupt  violation  of  duty,"  implies  that  the 
laws  are  well  enough,  but  are  corruptly  administered.  It 
was  not  the  laws,  therefore,  that  the  resolution  proposed 
to  reform,  but  the  administration  of  those  laws;  conse« 
quentiy,  so  long  as  neither  <*  treason,  bribery,  or  other 
iiigh  crimes  and  misdemeanors,"  were  proved,  or  even  in« 
iicated  in  any  alleged  act  of  "corrupt  violation  of  duty," 
Qotwithstanding  the  earnest  call  of  the  President  and  hi«ds 
»f  departments  upon  the  committee  <*  to  point  Voany  case 
when  there  is  the  slightest  reason  to  sunteei  corruption  or 
(base  of  trust ;"  by  what  authority,  or  for  what  purpose, 
vithin  the  constitutional  powers  of  the  House,  could  this 
»mmittee  go  into  an  inquiry  in  the  nature  of  an  impeach- 
neot,  upon  any  other  tluui  specific  allegations,  to  be  proved 
J  extraneous  evidence,  and  not  by  calling  for  confessions 
rom  the  patties  accused ;  and  which  allegations,  if  proved, 
vould  amount  to  matter  of  impeachment  ? 

Is  it  not  apparent,  therefore,  that  the  only  constitutional 
ind  legal  object  of  instituting  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct 
if  the  heads  of  the  executive  departments,  and  the  com- 
plaints  of  neglect  or  violation  of  their  **  duties  pertaining 
0  the  public  interest,"  must  be  to  ascertain  whether,  in- 
tead  a(  deserving  the  compUmerU  in  the  President's  mes- 
age,  they  have  not  violated  the  laws  so  as  to  deserve  tm- 
^eachment  ? 

What,  then,  was  the  duty  of  the  committee  under  the 
«)lution  ?  Surely  not  to  make  an  issue  with  the  Presi- 
ent  on  a  matter  of  compliment,  intention,  and  belief ; 
irely  not  to  imbody,  in  the  form  of  evidence,  the  asser- 
onfl  of  every  vindictive,  disaffected,  or  disappointed  man, 
ho  should  hint  suspicion,  with  or  without  the  conceal* 
lent  of  his  name,  or  with  a  pledge  of  secrecy  from  those 
'  the  committee  to  whom  he  might  communicate  his  vague 
ipersions ;  surely  not  to  give  the  impress  of  solemn  in- 
liry,  under  oath,  to  the  anonymous  rancor  and  malevo-  | 
nee  of  the  party  press  in  its  assaults  upon  the  characters 
'men  in  or  out  of  office;  but,  in  the  language  of  their 
structions,  ■*  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  various 
ecutive  departments,"  and  **  into  the  manner  in  which 
e  public  bneinese  has  been  discharged  in  aU  of  them  ;" 
"condition"  and  "manner"  solely  relating  to  this  dis- 
arge  of  "daties  pertaining  to  the  public  interest,"  and 
owing  out  of  the  direct  personal  acts  of  the  heads  of  the 
partments  and  their  agents :  not  in  their  private  relations ; 
t  in  their  individual  transactions.;  not  in  any  matter 
istever  that  does  not  appertain,  by  law,  to  the  discharge 
their  public  daties;  but  such  a  "condition"  of  the  de- 
rtments,  and  aoch  a  "  omnner  of  discharging  the  public 
siness  in  them,"  as,  if  proved,  would  amount  to  "  cor- 
|>t  violation  of  duty,"  and  jostify  a  process  of  impeach- 
int  against  the  authors  of,  and  the  connivcrs  at,  such 
rruption. 

And,  further,  by  the  instructions  to  the  committee,  ^is 
corrupt  violaition  of  duty,"  this  "condition"  of  the  de- 
rtments,  and  the  "manner"  of  conducting  the  public 
liness  in  them^  are  to  be  proved  by  an  examination  "  in- 
all  causes  of  <x>niptaint,  fi-omany  quarter."  Complaint 
what  ?  Of  private  acts  of  officers  or  agents  of  the  Gov- 
iment,  not  pertaining  to  the  public  interest,  and  not  de- 
red  unlawful  1  Surely  not ;  but,  in  the  language  of  the 
olution,  complaint  at  the  manner  in  which  said  depart- 
nts,  or  their  officers  or  agents,  "  in  dinties  pertmning  to 


the  pubUc  interest^  have  fulfilled  ur  failed  to  accomplish  the 
objects  of  their  creation,  or  have  violated  their  duties,  or 
have  injured  and  impaired  the  public  service  and  intetest ;" 
clearly  meaning  such  corrupt  neglect  and  violation  of  duty 
as  would  come  within  the  "misdemeanors"  for  which  the 
copstitution  provides  the  process  of  impeachment 

One  of  the  powers  conferred  on  the  committee  by  the 
resolution  of  the  House  was,  the  power  to  send  for  per- 
sons and  papers ;  another  proof  that  the  investigation  was 
to  be  regarded  in  the  nature  of  an  inquiry  preliminary  to 
impeachment.  At  best,  this  is  a  vague  and  not  well-de- 
fined power ;  incidental,  and  not  derived  from  any  express 
provision  in  the  constitution.  In  its  exercise,  Uierefore, 
there  should  be  some  limitation ;  and  it  should  be  carefully 
used  ;  only  in  cases  where  the  direct  legislation  of  Con- 
gress, the  protection  and  enforcement  of  the  privileges  and 
rules  of  either  House,  or  manifest  public  interest,  impera- 
tively demand  it.  It  is  a  judicial  power,  which  Congress 
can  exercise  merely  as  a  power  incidental  to  the  power  "  to 
make  all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper." 

To  construe  it  into  an  unlimited  power  for  a  committee 
of  this  House  to  bring  before  them  the  persons  of  citizens 
from  any  part  of  the  Union,  at  their  own  arbitrary  will, 
without  just  cause,  or  to  compel  the  surrender  of  all  papers 
which  a  committee  might  see  fit  to  send  for,  would  be  to 
set  up  an  incidental  power  of  the  House,  nowhere  express- 
ly recognised  in  the  constitution,  which  would  totally  an- 
nul one  of  the  express  provisions  of  the  constitution,  to 
secure  the  citizen  against  these  very  outrages,  viz : 

"  The  right  of  the  people  to  be  secure  in  their  person  <;, 
houses,  papers,  and  eHects,  against  unreasonable  searches 
and  seizures." 

In  applying  this  principle  to  the  calls  which  were  pro- 
posed, in  this  investigation,  upon  the  President  and  heads 
of  departments,  for  statements  and  papers,  the  committee 
have  considered  that  a  pubhc  officer  is  not  put  without  the 
pale  of  the  protection  afforded  to  other  citizens,  against 
being  required  to  furnish  statements  or  evidence  to  accuse 
himself;  and  against  unreasonable  demands  for  papers  not 
constituting  a  part  of  the  public  documents ;  and,  m  their 
opinion,  tlM  call  for  papers  ought  to  be  limited  to  such  ai> 
are  already  made  and  on  file  in  the  departments. 

To  every  call  for  statements  going  to  show  any  act  of  a 
public  officer  vrithout  authority  of  law,  and  for  papers  com- 
ing within  the  above  description,  the  committee  have  uni- 
formly responded  in  the  affirmative ;  while,  as  a  general  rule, 
they  have  felt  bound  to  reject  all  calls  for  statements  touch- 
ing motives  and  acts  not  shown  to  be  milawful,  if  proved ; 
and  for  all  real  or  supposed  papers,  private  in  their  charao- 
tor,  and  not  coming  within  the  denomination  of  public  pa- 
pers on  file. 

If  it  be  contended  that  this  distinction  enables  a  public 
officer  to  exclude  from  the  files  of  his  department  whatever 
he  chooses  to  consider  private,  and  which  ought  to  be 
placed  there,  the  answer  is,  that  this  cannot  alter  the  pow- 
ers of  a  committee  of  the  House  to  send  for  papers,  nor 
change  the  nature  of  the  call ;  and  if  any  paper,  shown  to 
be  of  a  public  character,  and  such  as  ought  to  be  placed 
on  file  or  record,  is  excluded,  there  is  just  ground  for  ac- 
cusation against  the  officer  for  violation  of  duty.  But  the 
bare  suspicion  that  papers  which  ought  to  be  on  file  are  not 
there  cannot  warrant  a  call  for  all  the  personal  and  private 
papers  of  such  officer,  in  order  that  the  committee  may  de- 
cide, by  inspection,  whether  there  are  any  which  ought  to 
gfointo  the  public  files. 

Besides,  in  calls  made  by  Congress  upon  the  President 
or  heads  of  departments,  the  reservation  is  impliedly  es- 
tablished, by  usage,  of  such  papers  as,  in  their  opinion, 
cannot  be  communicated  without  injury  to  the  public  scr^ 
vice.  Consequently,  all  calls  for  papers  must  be  subject 
to  this  discretion  of  the  public  officer  of  whom  they  are  re- 
quired ;  and  if  he  abuses  that  discretion  he  must  be'  held  re- 
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■ponsible  for  it  in  some  other  form  of  investigation  into  his 
official  conduct. 

The  committee  can  find  no  power  in  their  instructions 
to  inquire  into  motives :  illegal  acts,  or  omission  of  legal 
acts,  are  the  subjects  of  their  inyestigation.  With  this 
view,  too  plain  to  require  illustration,  the  committee  refu- 
sed to  go  into  any  investigation  touching  the  motives  with 
which  the  President  and  the  heads  of  departments,  or  other 
ofiicers  under  them,  had  eiercised  the  appointing  and  re- 
moving power,  or  their  lawful  official  patronage-;  and  in 
this  course  they  are  sustained  by  the  uniform  refusal  of 
Congress  to  inquire  into  such  motives. 

Whenever  there  was  pointed  out  '*  any  case  where  there 
was  the  slightest  reason  to  suepecf^  that  the  appointing  or 
removing  power,-  or  the  employment  of  any  individual,  had 
been  exercised  *<  without  authority  of  law,"  or  where, 
within  legal  authority,  a  fraudulent  officer  had  been  retain- 
ed in  office,  and  his  malversations  connived  at,  in  all  such 
matters  of  allegation  or  suspicion  the  committee  have  given 
the  broadest  latitude  to  inquiry. 

But  in  cases  where  an  act  had  been  done  by  due  author- 
ity of  law,  in  the  exercise  of  the  power  of  nomination  con- 
ferred on  the  President  by  the  constitution,  or  of  the  pow- 
er of  appointment  of  inferior  officers  vested  by  law,  under 
the  constitution,  <*in  the  Presideht  alone,  in  the  courts  of 
law,  in  the  heads  of  departments,"  or  in  other  officers, 
the  committee  considered  that  they  had  no  authority  to  in- 
quire into  mere  motives,  or  matters  of  opinion,  touching 
either  the  power  appointing  or  the  persons  appointed ;  the 
act  itself  being  a  lawful  eierdse  of  discretionary  power. 

Whatever  might  be  the  result  of  such  an  inquiry  into 
motives,  had  it  been  gone  into,  it  would  not  have  been 
within  the  province  of  the  committee-to  recommend,  nor 
of  the  legislation  of  Congress  to  enact  a  law,  requiring  that 
the  President  and  other  officers  having  the  power  of  nomi- 
nation or  of  appointment  should  select  their  political  oppo- 
nents and  neglect  their  friends,  or  prescribing  what  sort  of 
qualifications  and  what  sort  of  political  opinions  the  per- 
sons they  appoint  to  office  should  possess.     As  well  might 
a  committee  of  the  House,  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
'*  condition**  and  the  **  manner"  of  conducting  the  business 
in  tlie  judioiary  department,  on  accusations  in  the  nature 
of  an  impeachment  of  the  judges,  undertake  to  call  in 
question  the  motives  of  the  Supreme  or  any  other  inferior 
court  of  law,  in  appointing  its  officers  and  cleriu.     As  well 
might  a  committee  of  one  House  inquire  into  the  motives 
of  the  other  House  in  selecting  its  presiding  and  other  of- 
ficers, as  for  this  committee  to  investigate  the  motives  of 
the  President,  the  heads  of  departments,  or  inferior  officers, 
in  the  lawful  exercise  of  the  appointing  and  removing  pow- 
er.    The  people  must  judge  for  themselves  of  the  motives, 
intentions,  and  opinions,  of  their  public  servants,  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  their  official  functions ;  and  with  the  people,  in  all 
cases  where  they  elect,  and  with  those  who  iqipoint  or  re- 
move, in  all  cases  of  subordinate  or  inferior  officers  not 
elected  by  the  people,  rests  the  right  of  condemning  or  ap- 
proving any  act  of  a  public  oflker  in  the  exercise  of  his 
constitutional  and  lawful  power  of  appointment  and  removal. 
If  the  will  and  the  wishes  of  the  people  are  to  be  regard- 
ed as  die  only  legitimate  censors  of  the  motives  and  opin- 
ions of  an  administration,  in  generally  preferring  compe- 
tent political  friends  to  political  foes  in  appointments  to  of- 
fice, it  is  obvious  that  the  course  of  the  administration  for 
the  last  eight  years,  in  this  respect,  as  far  as  it  has  gone, 
has  been  most  signally  and  triumphantly  sustamed.     In 
fact,  is  not  the  assumption  set  up  by  the  opponents  of  the 
administration,  that  it  ought  to  place  the  official  power  in 
the  hands  of  the  opposers  of  the  principles  and  measures 
which  that  administration  was  chosen  by  the  people  to 
maintain  and  enforce,  nothing  less  than  the  declaration  that 
the  majority  ought  to  let  the  minority  govern  1 

The  committee  will  now  proceed  to  an  examination  of 


the  calls  on  the  executive  departments,  sod  the  tettimoof 
ofiered  and  given  in  this  investigalion,  applying  to  bath 
the  analysis  they  have  endeavored  to  present  of  the  grooods 
of  their  proceedmgs. 

The  committee,  in  commencing  their  labors,  had  do  k- 
cusations  to  make,  either  of  their  own  knowledge  or  de- 
rived from  any  private  disclosures  to  them,  of  cornipt  vio- 
lations of  law,  or  neglect  or  abuse  of  official  da^.  l\& 
they  were  instructed  to  **  inquire,*'  and  they  were  read; 
to  receive  any  information,  authorixe  any  call,  or  adoil 
any  testimony  coming  within  the  construction  which  ibci 
put  upon  the  resolution  defining  their  du^  and  jurUdktiotL 

They  inferred  that  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  irhd 
had  moved  the  resolution  that  induced  the  House,  timi 
unanimously,  to  institute  inquiry,  would  be  ready  to  kh 
mally  present  and  distinctly  point  out  such  spedfiatifs.- 
snd  evidence  as  would  come  within  the  constitutkaial  ud 
legal  rights  of  the  parties  implicated,  and  the  powen  of  the 
committee. 

The  form  chosen  by  him,  in  the  inquiry,  wis  a  .«erie>  of 
resolutions,  ofiered  by  the  chairman,  (page  4  of  joomil,) 
calling  upon  the  President  and  heads  of  deparunente  f« 
certain  information. 

The  first  resolution,  in  that  call,  required  of  all  the  de- 
partments a  minute  exhibit  of  every  item  in  the  account 
of  every  printer  or  editor  of  a  newspaper,  who  had  been 
paid  a  dollar  within  the  last  year;  with  the  resideRce, 
name,  service,  consideration,  dtc. 

This  was  a  call  devolving  immense  and,  in  fact,  vholir 
impracticable  labor  upon  tl:^  depaitnMits.  It  had  oo  c» 
nexion  with  the  «  condition  of  the  various  execative  ds- 
partments.*'  It  had  nothing  to  do  with  compUinti  at  th( 
"manner*'  in  which  the  public  officers  bad  fulfUlcdor 
failed  to  accomplish  the  objects  of  the  creation  of  the  ev 
ecutive  departments;  nor  did  it  involve  any  vic^tioo  oi 
duty,  or  any  act  injuring  and  impairing  the  public  w^ 
and  interest  It  was  a  call  for  information  of  Ugfd  a£>< 
the  mover  of  the  call  admitting  that  « the  illsgal  pairon^^ 
of  the  Government  to  the  press  would  not  subsidiie  a  t«^ 
penny  country  newspaper.*' 

At  the  same  time  the  charge  made  wa%  abuse  of  '^^ 
patronage  of  the  departments  to  subsidise  the  puhlic  pes. 
and  a  *'conndpt  violation  of  duty,  in  abusing  legal  auiiK^- 
ity,  in  corrupting  and  subsidiring  the  puUic  preas/' 

Now,  if  the  law  required  the  heads  of  dspaitmeDU  » 
employ  newspapers  for  certain  specific  acts,  at  stipulitw 
or  reasonable  prtoes»  (and  it  is  not  alleged  that  (hay  ^^* 
employed  any  more  newspapers  or  paid  any  more  ctss* 
pensation  than  the  law  allows,}  where  is  the  viobtioo  ^ 
duty  ?  Where  is  the  subsidiang  and  corrupdng  the  pc»- 
lie  press  1 

If  the  officers  of  the  Government,  ui  compbaoce  vu. 
acts  of  Congress  enjoining  this  duty,  employ  an  editor « 
printer  of  a  newspaper  to  publish  an  advertisemeot,  ^ 
pay  him  a  fair  compensation,  as  others  do  in  tike  caaes,  c 
matters  of  private  business,  is  it  a  fair  or  jost  imputati^ 
upon  the  whole  community  of  editors  and  printers  thiwrr 
out  the  United  Sutes,  to  represent  them  as  being  a  cU» 
of  citizens  so  mercenary  and  unprinciided  as  to  be  nucff 
tible  of  bmng  subsidized  and  bought  up  to  sustain  iDcn*°<' 
measures  they  in  reality  condemn-*bought,  too,  sot  bju>! 
gratuity  or  bounty,  but  by  the  mere  payment  of  a  fair  F-| 
for  tj^  same  services  which  they  are  constantly  k<^^ 
pay  for  from  private  individuals  ?  Is  the  doctri«  w  ' 
maintained,  that  the  people  of  this  country  are  so  dt^y 
and  corrupt^  that  every  citisen  who  sells  an  article  in  ^ 
trade  or  business  to  the  Government,  or  performs  a  «r^^ 
for  it,  and  is  paid,  becomes  thereby  subsidised  and  pn^a:- 
gate,  and  sells  his  conscience  along  with  his  cimmi'^ 
and  labor  1 

Can  the  head  of  a  department,  by  a  Government  ta'^^ 
tiaement,  corrupt  or  subsidise  the  press,  any  more  ^^ ' 
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bank,  a  corporation,  or  a  merchant  coald,  by  giving  their 
a(]?ertiaement8  to  a  newspaper;  especially  where  the  em- 
ployment from  the  latter  sources  is  so  much  more  profit- 
able, so  much  larger  in^  amount,  and  so  much  more  widely 
difitiibuted,  and  generally  upon  grounds  of  strict  party  pref- 


erence 


The  committee  do  not  believe  that  the  employnient  of  a 
newspaper  to  publish  what  the  law  requires  to  be  published, 
for  a  fair  equivalent,  is  to  be  regarded  in  the  light  of  favor 
or  patronage,  any  more  than  the  employment  of  any  other 
mechanical  labor  by  the  Government  or  by  private  citizens. 
Besides,  would  it  not  be  well  for  those  who  make  this 
charge  of  mercenary  corruption  against  editors  and  printers 
of  newspaperi,  to  reflect  that  it  is  their  own  party  press 
they  censure ;  for  the  plain  reason,  that  the  administration 
need  not  buy  np  the  newspapers  that  already  support  its 
measures ;  and  that,  if  there  is  any  buying  or  corrupting, 
the  traffic  must  be  carried  on  with  those  editors  and  print- 
ers who  oppose  the  administration  ? 

If,  tlien,  the  allegation  is  merely  that  the  officers  of  the 
Government,  who  are  required  by  law  to  employ  news- 
papers, eiercise  their  own  discretion,  strictly  within  the 
law,  in  employing  such  as  they  think  proper,  does  it  not 
resolve  the  whole  question  into  an  inquiry  into  motives, 
(not  an  inquiry  into  violation  of  law,)  an  inquiry  which 
the  commitree  have  shown  is  not  within  their  jurisdiction 
under  the  resolution  referred  to  them  1 

Aod  if  this  call  upon  the  departments  had  l>een  adopt- 
ed, and  could  have  been  carried  into  effect,  of  what  avail 
would  have  been  a  detail  of  all  the  items  of  newspaper  ad- 
vertising, embracing  every  letter  remaining  in  post  offices, 
every  proposal  for  mail  contracts,  for  work,  for  supplies, 
ami  the  like,  within  the  provisions  of  law,  to  detect  abuses, 
or  to  discover  whether  the  press  of  the  country  was  *<sub- 
litdized*'  and  *<  corrupted*'  by  being  paid  for  its  mechanical 
tabor  ?  Had  such  returns  been  made  in  an  answer  to  the 
proposed  call,  this  committee,  instead  of  inquiring  into  the 
rendition  of  the  executive  departments,  must  have  resolved 
itself  into  mere  auditors  of  newspaper  accounts. 

A  grain  :  If  the  administration,  in  the  use  of  its  legal  em- 
plt»yroent  of  the  newspaper  press,  corrupts  and  sulwidizes 
liiat  press,  and  if  the  press  of  the  country  is  susceptible  of 
nich  corruption,  how  happens  it  that  the  opponents  of  tho 
{ J  ministration,  though  in  a  minority,  sustain  so  many  more 
lewspapers  than  are  sustained  by  the  party  in  power  1  Of 
:lie  daily  press,  for  instance,  in  the  city  of  New.  York, 
here  are  nine  opposition  to  tufo  administration  papers ;  in 
Philadelphia,  six  to  two ;  in  Baltimore,  four  to  one  ;  in 
lioston,  ffcven  to  two  ;  in  New  Orleans,  ttix  to  twof  in 
\.ibany,  two  to  one ;  and  even  in  the  city  of  Washington, 
tt-o  to  one — making,  in  seven  of  the  principal  cities,  thir- 
y-si:c  opposition  to  eltten  daily  administration  papers.  A 
ike  comparison  extended  throughout  the  Uniuu  would 
\\o'^  nearly  the  same  result. 

The  committee  have  dwelt  longer  on  this  topic  than  its 
eal  importance  might  seem  to  demand.  They  have  done 
o,  bocau:fe  it  appeared  to  be  one  of  tho  most  vehemently 
ir,^ed  grounds  of  accusation  against  the  executive  officers, 
xn\  was  brought  before  the  committee  for  a  decision  seven 
ifttinct  times  by  the  mover  of  the  call,  in  the  form  of  re- 
r>Iv<^,  amendments,  and  questions  to  witnesses,  and  waa 
ach  time  rejected  by  tho  committee,  for  the  reasons  here 
tated. 
Their  object  was  to  get  at  practical  results,  and  not,  by 
mass  of  papers,  encumber  all  inquiry  or  examination  into 
'le  condition  of  the  executive  departments,  and  the  dis- 
harg^e  of  the  pubUe  duties  by  their  officers  and  agents. 
n  this,  as  in  all  other  cases,  the  rule  the  committee  uni- 
>rraly  adhered  to  was,  that  they  were  ready  to  inquire  into 
ny  act  of  abuse  or  violation  of  law,  or  neglect  of  duty, 
L»m plained  of  from  any  quarter,  and  presented  in  any 
pec i fie  form  of  allegation  susceptible  of  investigation  by 
Vol.  Xm.— Z 


'  any  known  principles  of  evidence.  They '  believed  it  to 
be  neither  practicable,  nor  within  their  poweis,  to  call  up- 

j  on  the  executive  departments  for  a  history  of  every  act  of 
those  departments  during  the  last  eight  years,  and  then  go 
into  an  examination  of  this  history,  to  detect,  if  possible, 

I  some  act  that  might  be  construed  into  a  violation  of  law. 
As  well  might  a  citizen  be  arraigned  by  a  public  prosecu- 

;  tor,  and  called  upon  to  relate  every  transaction  of  hit  life, 
in  order  to  discover  whether  tiiere  was  not  some  act  for 
which  an  indictment  would  lie  against  him. 

On  the  grounds  heretofore  explained,  the  committee  re- 
jected questions  to  witnesses  as  to  any  supposed  possible  con- 

;  nexion  of  officers  of  the  Government  with  the  newspaper 

'  press,  except  in  coses  where  it  appeared  that  such  connex- 
ion, if  proved,  was  a  violation  of  law,  or  of  some  rule  or 
requisition  of  the  department  with  which  such  officers  were 
connected. 

A  question  proposed  to  the  Postmaster  General,  (page 
121  of  journal,^  as  to  political  eombinationa  of  officers  of 
the  executive  aepartments  to  influence  the  public  press, 
was  permitted  to  he  put,  on  the  ground  that  the  combi- 
nation  charged  might  be  in  the  nature  of  a  conspiracy,  and, 
therefore,  a  violation  of  law.  I'he  answer  of  Mr.  Kendall 
entirely  negatived  the  existence  of  any  such  combination 
within  his  knowledge.  Another  question  to  the  same  wit- 
ness, as  to  the  supposed  existence  of  a  club  or  association, 
and  whether  its  members  were  officers  and  agents  of  the 
executive  departments,  and  what  its  designs  and  means 
were,  and  a  similar  question  to  Mr.  Secretary  Woodbury, 
(page  81  of  journal,)  were  rejected,  because  the  quesUons 
involved  no  violation  of  law,  and  had  no  relation  to  the 
manner  of  discharging  the  public  dutiea  in  those  l>epart- 
ments.  The  committee  could  not  prescribe  what  political 
or  literary  or  social  associations  the  public  officers  should 
or  should  not  belong  to,  any  more  than  they  could  the  re- 
ligious denomination  to  which  they  should  or  should  not 
be  attached.  A  question,  also,  put  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  (page  80  of  journal,  question  13,)  was  rejected, 
because  it  went  into  the  motives  of  the  executive  depart- 
ments in  employing  editors  and  printers,  in  the  exercise  of 
a  discretion  authortxed  by  law. 

This  review  embraces  all  the  material  matters  in  the 
course  of  the  investigation,  relating  to  the  newspap^ 
press ;  and  the  committee,  in  disposing  of  this  branch  of  the 
grounds  of  complaint  against  the  executive  departments, 
feel  bound  to  say  that  no  evidence  whatever  was  produced, 
or  offered  to  be  produced,  by  any  specific  allegation,  of  the 
acts  of  any  officer  or  agent  of  the  various  executive  depart- 
ments, which  goes,  in  the  least  degree,  to  sustain  the 
grave  charge  of  a  violation  of  public  duty  in  subsidizing 
and  corrupting  the  public  pness. 

The  second  resolution  offered  by  the  chairman  (page  4 
of  the  journal)  proposed  a.  rail  on  the  President  and  heads 
of  departments  for  a  list  of  all  officers,  dec.  appointed  and 
paid  without  having  been  nominated  to  or  confirmed  by 
the  Senate. 

If  this  meant  inferior  officers,  the  appointment  of  whom 
is  vested  in  the  President  and  heads  of  departments  by 
Congress,  it  was  a  useless  call,  and  implie<l  no  violation  of 
duty. 

If  it  meant  the  appointment,  and  not  mesely  the  nomi- 
nation, of  officers  required  by  law  to  be  confirmed  by  the 
Senate,  it  could  only  apply  to  the  President ;  and  no  such 
supposed  caso  was  suggested  as  the  ground  of  the  call. 

The  third  resolution  proposed  calling  for  the  amounts  of 
moneys  paid  for  contingencies  by  the  departments,  (page 
6  of  thejourpal,)  for  changes  in  specific  appropriations, 
and  for  irregular  expenditures. 

The  fourth  resolution  called  for  a  list  of  officers  ^nd 
agents  who  had  received  salaries  or  pay  without  rendering 
service  or  being  in  office,  whose  commissions  had  been  an- 


tedated, and  who  were  engaged  ill  other  employment  or 
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held  other  officen,  whilst  receiving  pay  and  rendering  no 
aervice. 

The  inquiry  proposed  by  the  third  and  fourth  molutions 
above  described,  in  fact,  comes  within  the  provisions  of 
the  77th  and  78th  rules  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
to  which  the  President,  in  his  reply  to  the  call  on  him, 
very  properly  referred  the  committee,  and  the  extent  of 
which  did  not  occur  to  them  when  the  resolutions  were  un- 
der consideration.  Those  rules  establish  a  standing  com- 
mittee for  each  of  the  departments,  whose  duty  it  is  « to 
examine  the  state  of  accounts  and  expenditures,"  and 
to  inquire  and  report  particularly  whether  the  expenditures 
of  the  respective  departments  are  justified  by  law  ;  wheth- 
er the  claims  discharged  are  supported  by  sufficient  vouch- 
ers, establishing  their  justness  as  to  their  character  and 
amounty  and  have  been  discharged  out  of  funds  appropri- 
ated therefor ;  whether  all  moneys  have  been  disbuned  in 
Conformity  with  appropriation  laws ;  whether  any  retrench- 
ment can  be  made  in  die  expenditures  of  the  several  depart- 
ments ;  and  to  report  such  provisions  as  may  be  necessaiy 
to  add  to  the  economy  of  the  several  departments,  and  ^e 
accountability  of  their  officers. 

These  powers  and  duties  embrace  every  matter  of  inquiry 
proposed  in  the  call  upon  the  heads  of  the  executive  de- 
partments, by  the  third  and  fourth  resolutions.  It  there- 
fore was  not  the  province  of  a  select  committee  to  interfere 
with  the  prescribed  duties  of  a  standing  committee. 
*  The  committee  were  satisfied  of  the  impropriety  and  in- 
consistency of  all  tike  calls  upon  the  President  and  heads 
of  departments  embraced  in  the  resolutions  offi*red  by  the 
chairman  ;  but  to  reject  them  entirely  in  the  beginning,  al- 
though, in  efifect,  they  called  upon  the  accused  to  furnish 
evidence  against  themselves,  might  have  subjected  the  com- 
mittee to  the  chaige  of  suppressing  inquiry,  from  apprehen- 
sion of  disclosures  injurious  to  the  departments.  They 
preferred,  therefore,  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  giving 
too  great  latitude  to  inquiry,  rather  than  to  aeem  to  check 
it  in  the  beginning ;  but  they  were  bound  by  the  construc- 
tion of  their  powers  to  limit  the  inquiry  to  violations  of  pub- 
lic duty.  With  this  view,  the  resolutions  were  amended, 
by  being  confined  to  acts  **  without  authority  of  law  ;** 
there  being,  otherwise,  no  definite  limits,  scope,  or  percep- 
tible object,  in  the  proposed  calls.  Wiih  this  limitation, 
they  permitted  the  ctlh  to  be  made  ;  and  the  replies  to  them 
by  the  President  and  heads  of  departments  entirely  nega- 
tive any  presumption,  arising  from  this  source,  of  neglect 
or  violation  of  official  duty. 

The  committee,  therefore,  could  sec  no  ground  for  adopt- 
ing the  resolution,  proposed  on  receipt  of  the  President's 
letter,  to  dissolve  the  committee,  on  the  ground  that  that 
letter  and  the  President's  instructions  to  the  heads  of  the 
departments  would  bar  all  investigation.  (See  page  19  of 
journal. )  Instead  of  barring,  the  letter  of  the  President 
invited  investigation. 

It  says :  *'  If  you  are  able  to  point  to  any  case,  where 
there  is  the  aligktent  reason  to  atupeet  corruption  or  abuse 
of  trust,  no  obstaeie  which  I  can  remove  shall  be  interposed 
to  prevent  thefuliest  scrutiny  by  all  legal  means.  The  of- 
ficej  of  ail  the  departments  will  be  open  to  you,  and  eveiy 
proper  facility  furnished  for  this  purpose.'' 

The  replies  from  all  the  heads  of  departments  have  been 
to  the  same  effect,  pledging  the  whole  disposable  force  of 
their  offices  to  ferret  out  any  the  slightest  specified  act  of 
neglect  or  violation  of  public  duty  complained  of  from  any 
quarter ;  and  not  only  so,  but  affirming  that  they  knew  of 
BO  employment  or  payment  of  printers,  officers,  or  agents, 
in  their  departments,  without  authority  of  law. 

Neither  did  the  committee  discover  in  the  letter  of  the 
President  any  attack  upon  the  proceedings  of  Uie  House 
or  the  privileges  of  its  members;  for  the  plain  reason  that 
neither  the  House  nor  iu  members  have  any  privilege  to 
call  upon  parties  accused  to  criminate  themselves.    Conse- 
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quently,  they  could  not  sancticm  the  resolatioo  o&rad  bv 
the  chairman,  (page  S9  of  journal,)  to  censure  the  Presi- 
dent for  his  emphatic  repulnon  of  what  he  eonstnied  lo 
mean  charges  of  personal  accusation,  and  calls  for  teif-crin- 
ination ;  nor  could  they  consent  to  put  a  stop  to  the  pobk 
business  by  getting  up  a  debate  in  the  House  to  eii£arr« 
any  pretended  **  privilege"  of  the  House  or  its  committcfe, 
to  compel  public  officers  to  furnish  evidence  agsinit  thrm 
selves. 

The  committee  would  suggest  one  other  resson  for  per- 
mitting these  calls  to  be  msde  on  the  partiea  impliaieJ 
thereby,  for  acta  done  without  authority  of  law.  lU 
might  be  ccmstrued  to  mean  palpable  violations  ot  li«,  a 
it  might  mean  a  mere  preecripUve  irregularis  in  the  bu 
ness  of  a  department,  not  provided  for  by  law,  but  fupf«< 
sed  to  be  incidental  to  aome  general  provision,  or  sanctioa 
ed  by  long  usage. 

With  thia  view,  the  c<mkmittee  appended  to  the  ctU«tL« 
5th  resolution,  requesting  explanations  as  to  any  iooftfv 
tions  not  authorized  by  law,  if  su(^  existed ;  and  ther  sIm 
considered  that  there  was  a  distinction,  as  to  the  strict  r8>: 
of  evidence,  between  a  letter  of  inquiry  and  a  quettioD  ps 
to  a  witness  under  oath.  In  cases  whafe  witnews  vy 
called  before  them,  the  commitlee  ielt  bound  to  adhere ;» 
the  rule  by  which  self  accusing  questions  were  tidM. 
and  this  will  explain  the  reason  of  the  rejection  of  ihrk' 
class  of  the  very  nuroovsus  queetioiw  put  by  the  cbairaut 

That  too  much  latitude  has  sometimes  been  given  is  sl- 
mitting  self-accusing  queations  to  be  put  (o  witness, 
quite  probable.  The  committee  notice  one,  and  there  asi* 
be  otliers  in  the  journal,  via :  the  question  pot  lo  V^ 
Secretary  Woodbury,  (page  80,^  aa  to  his  being  en^^ 
in  purchases  of  public  lands,  which,  in  his  case,  woolJ  ^ 
a  violation  of  law.  The  witness,  however,  waived  hiic 
▼ious  right  not  to  reply,  and  fully  anawered  in  the  »$> 
tive.  If  there  has  been  error  or  inconsistency,  ^tnh, 
in  not  conducting  the  examination  of  witneaMS  '\nw^^> 
on  the  known  rules  of  evidence,  it  has  beeen  on  the  »^'. 
not  of  exclusion,  but  of  admission  of  questions.  It  bis  t^ 
shown  that  the  several  niembera  of  the  committee  (!a-^, 
on  each  matter  aa  it  came  up,  without  previous  ciwm- 
the  adoption  or  rejection  of  a  question  frequently  beini 
termined  by  a  aingle  vote,  or  by  the  equal  division  d 
committee. 

During  the  thirty  days  of  the  actual  sittings  of  ike  ci 
mittee,  the  following-named  witneaaes  were  examined, 

Hon.  Henry  A.  Wise,  Hon.   Abijah  Mann,  jr-i  R 
James  Parker,  Hon.   John  Bell,  Hon.  Hugh  L.  ^^• 
Hon.  Balie  Peyton,  Hon.  F.  W.  Picken^  Hon.  Dut 
Pearce,  Hon.  A.  H.  Sevier,  and  Hon.  Gairet  D.  Wall 
members  of  Oongress;  8.  R.  Hobbie,  of  the  Poctui 
Department ;  William  Var  Hook,  of  New  York:  Wi 
D.  Lewis,  Philadelphia;  Levi  Woodbury,  ^icretairc: 
Treasury ;  John  Forsrth,  Secretary  of  <$Ute ;  Anoi 
dall,  Postmaster  General ;  William  LittlefieM,  >> 
Rhode  Island ;  Jamea  L.  Anthony,  Treasury  Depani 
Jamea  L.  Edwarda  and  George  W.  Cnmip»  Peo<^. 
fice ;  D.  A.  A.  Buck,  War  Department ;  George  ^^ 
Towns,  Georgia ;  Charles  Morris  and  Charles  W.  ^ 
borough,  Navy  Commissioners'  Office ;  N.  Tt^io^ 
master  General ;  Samuel  D.  Langtiee,  War 
David  Henshaw,  Massachusetts ;  and  John  Ron,  > 
kee  chief-— 28. 

Hon.  Aaron  Vanderpoel,  Hon.  James  StandeieTi 
bers  of  Congress,  and  William  J.  Duane,  lats  SerreU' 
the  Treasury,  attended  as  witnesses;  loit  the  qooHico^ 
pounded  to  them  were  rejected,  on  grounds  fullj  eif 
in  this  report,  and  obvious  from  the  nature  of  the  '^^ 
proposed.     (See  pages  of  journal  60,  77,  tod  81) 

Hon.  John  C.  Calhoun,  of  the  Senate,  was  afiin^ 
aa  a  witneas,  but  neither  attended  nor  replied  to  tiit^ 

Hon.  Felix  Grundy,  of  the  Senate,  was  requestft'^^ 
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tnA  as  a  witnev,  on  motbn  of  the  chairman ;  and  though 
lot  acceiUng  to  the  right  of  the  committee  to  require  his  at- 
enduice,  he  communicated  hie  readUMes»  when  not  en- 
gaged in  public  buaineae,  voluntarily  to  wait  upon  the  com- 
Diteee  and  giro  testimony,  if  notified.  No  such  notice 
VM  given  to  Mr.  Grundy. 

Honorablee  Cave  Johnson  and  James  J.  McKay,  of  the 
loase  of  Representatives,  were  also  summoned,  at  the  re- 
|ue«t  of  the  chairman,  but  not  examined. 

The  wttneases  who  were  summoned  and  appeared,  but 
rere  not  examined,  were  Jonathan  Seaver,  (office  of  Sec- 
•nd  Comptroller ;)  John  N.  Moulder,  Thomas  B.  Reiliy, 
lobert  8.  Wharton,  David  Saunders,  and  John  J.  Abeit, 
>f  Washington;  Samuel  Kendall  and  Charles  Gooch, 
Post  Office  Department ;)  Henry  L.  Ellsworth,  (Patent 
)ffice ;)  Jdm  M.  Walker,  Richard  Harrison,  (Pint  Au- 
itor's  Office;)  John  Green,  (War  Department) 

The  witnesses  summoned,  and  who  did  not  appear,  were 
'■  L.  Joseph,  New  York;  R.  J.  Phil]ip^  James  8chott» 
{enry  Fry,  and  JAmes  Reeside,  Philadelphia;  N.  8.  Rug- 
lies,  Newport,  R.  I. ;  Duncan  Clinch  and  Reub«i  M. 
Vhitney,  W^ashington ;  David  Williamson  and  John  S. 
thriTcr,  of  Bdtimore.  Interrogatories  sent  to  James  Jack- 
on,  of  Alabama,  were  not  returned.  Thirty  witnesses 
ammoned  and  not  examined. 

One  hundred  and  fifty-two  questions  were  proposed  to 
nlnesses  under  examination.  Of  these,  one  hundred  and 
hirty-one  were  proposed  by  the  chairman,  (Mr.  Wise,) 
xcept  five  or  six  put  by  the  member  from  Massachusettts, 
Mr.  Lbcoln. )  The  remaining  twenty-one  were  all  that 
rere  suggested  by  other  members  of  the  committee, 
iightynine  of  tha  questions  were  adopted,  and  sixty-three 
yeded. 

The  proposition  Is  therefore  presented  from  Uiese  facts  as 

conclusive  answer  to  all  pretence,  if  set  up,  that  no 
huMt  have  been  detected,  because  the  committee  suppressed 
ivestigation,  yiz :  that  if  eighty-nine  questions  were  put 
>  Home  thirty  witnesses,  without,  in  tfie  opinion  of  the 
ororniUee,  drawing  out  a  single  material  ftct  calling  in 
uestion  the  ability,  integrity,  and  fidelity,  with  which  the 
xecutive  departments  have  been  conducted,  does  it  not 
)iJow,  either  that  the  interrogatories  were  unskilfully 
'inied,  or  that  the  fifty-eight  rejected  questions  were  the 
nly  ones  that  specified  any  act  of  idmse,  neglect,  or 
lolation  of  doty  1  An  examination  of  the  questions  reject- 
3  and  admitted  will  demonstrate  that  no  such  distinction 
xists  between  them. 

To  enable  them  to  get  at  all  the  means  of  detecting  abuses, 
le  committee  called  upon  the  chairman,  who  was  the  mo- 
^  of  the  resolution  in  the  House,  to  state,  under  oath, 
hether  he,  of  his  own  knowledge,  knew  of  any  act  of  the 
nds  of  the  execotiTe  departments  that  was  either  cor- 
ipt  or  a  violation  of  duty.  Failing  in  this,  and  receiving 
0  answer,  except  a  declaration  of  the  political  creed  of 
10  witness,  he  was  then  called  upon  for  die  names  of  those 
om  whom  he  had  lecerved  the  information  on  which  he 
*uuded  his  belief  that  the  executiTO  deportments  have  cor- 
iptly  violated  their  duties.  His  answer  was,  (page  16, 
urnal:) 

*M  do  positively  refuse  to  give  up  the  names  of  ihose 
ho  have  informed  me  as  to  the  conduct  or  misconduct  of 
cecotive  officers." 

How,  then,  could  the  investigation  be  prosecuted  further 
tan  it  has  been,  if  the  mover  of  the  resolution,  who  affirms 
*  ha«  information  from  certain  penona,  on  which  he 
'unds  a  belief  of  the  existence  of  corrupt  violations  of  law, 
1(1  of  which  the  rest  of  the  committee  are  entirely  ignoiant, 
Mttively  refuses  to  give  up  the  names  of  his  informers, 
[^  they  may  be  called  upon  to  disclose  these  alleged  acts 
'corruption  and  violation  of  duty  ! 

I'ndcr  such  circumstances,  can  there  lie  just  cause  for 
>nipUunt  of  the  committee,  of  the  Executive,  or  of  the 


heads  of  departments,  that  they  have  restricted  or  with- 
held proofs  of  violation  of  duty,  when  he  himself,  by  his 
own  admission,  as  a  member  of  the  committee,  is  in  posses- 
sion of  the  names  of  witnesses  who  can  prove  the  charges, 
and  yet  refuses  to  naroo  or  to  evil  those  witnesses  1  Who 
is  responsible  for  restricting  inquiry,  if  he  is  not,  who,  hav- 
ing the  names  of  witnesses  within  his  knowledge,  refuses 
to  give  up  their  names,  or  call  upon  them  to  testify  1  If 
the  reason  assigned  for  withholding  the  names  of  the  al- 
leged witnesses,  viz:  thai  they  are  <* dependent  upon  the 
will  of  arbitrary  power  for  the  stations  they  hold,"  is  a  jus- 
tification of  this  refusal,  does  it  not  amount  to  a  useless 
waste  of  the  time  of  the  House,  and  the  labor  of  the  com- 
mittee, to  demand  an  investigation  in  order  to  prove  cor- 
rupt violations  of  public  duty  by  the  executive  ofiicers, 
when  it  was  known  that  neither  to  the  House  nor  to  the 
committee  could  or  would  be  disclosed  the  names  of  the 
witnesses  who,  it  was  assumed,  could  prove  this  corrupt 
violation  of  ofiicial  duty  1 

The  committee  do  not  impugn  the  motives  or  call  in 
question  the  course  of  proceeding  adopted  by  any  member 
of  the  committee,  but  they  are  bound  to  state  all  the  alleged 
sources  of  information  which  have  been  withheld  in  the  in- 
vestigation. 

Here  the  committee  might  justly  have  declined  'all  fur* 
ther  proceeding ;  but  they  deemed  it  more  satisfactory  to 
use  all  the  means  in  their  power  of  arriving  at  the  foonda« 
tion  of  the  charges  that  had  been  made  of  misconduct  and 
corruption  in  the  heads  of  the  executive  departments. 
With  this  view  they  called  upon  those  who,  they  had  rea- 
son to  believe,  were  best  acquainted  with  the  facts  and  the 
witnesses  in  the  case,  and  requested  the  attendance  before 
them  of  Messrs.  Bell,  Peyton,  and  Pickens,  of  the  House^ 
and  Messrs.  White  and  Calhoun,  of  the  Senate.  The  first 
three  of  those  gentlemen  complained  of  this  proceeding  aa 
an  act  of  personal  injustice,  and  an  infringement  of  tha 
freedom  of  debate ;  but  en  no  grounds  which  the  committee 
can  consider  just  or  reasonable.  They  were  called  upon 
as  the  best  sources  to  furnish  the  committee  with  proofs  or 
with  the  names  of  witnesses ;  and,  instead  of  doing  so,  they 
make  complaints  against  the  committee  and  the  President, 
as  if  thetf  were  Che  authors  of  the  charges,  the  movers  of 
the  resolution  of  inquiry,  and  the  promoters  of  this  whole 
investigation !  They  teatify  to  no  corrupt  act  that  they 
know,  but  to  much  that  th^  **  have  been  informed  of  and 
verily  beUeve,"  but  give  no  names  of  informers  or  witness- 
es, who  know  the  alleged  acts  of  corruption  in  official 
duty. 

The  voluminous  statements  and  arguments  of  these  gen-* 
tiemen,  including  that  of  Judge  White,  occupy  seventy^ 
one  pages  of  the  printed  jonmaly  setting  forth  their  politi- 
cal creeds  and  belief,  in  the  form  of  testimony  under  oath. 
They  communicate  no  facts,  nor  allegations  of  facts,  diat 
have  not  been  fully  discussed,  in  almost  every  particular, 
in  the  public  press ;  been  tested  by  the  votes  of  the  pe<^le 
in  the  elections,  or  passed  upon  in  some  form  or  other  by 
one  or  both  Houses  of  Congress.  The  committee  permit- 
ed  them  to  form  a  part  of  their  journal,  though  they  are 
argfumentative,  and  entirely  devoid  of  every  legal  charac- 
teristic of  testimony ;  but,  as  they  prove  nothing,  the  com 
mittee  do  not  regard  them  as  having  any  bearing  whatever 
upon  the  inquiry  they  were  instructed  to  make  into  the 
condition  of  the  executive  departments,  and  the  allega- 
tions of  corrupt  violation  of  duly.  The  statements  of  those 
gentlemen,  and  particulariy  that  of  Judge  White,  who  was 
released  from  eveiy  obligation  of  private  confidence  by  the 
President,  are  remarkable  proofii  of  the  purity  and  honesty 
with  which  the  administration  has  been  conducted.  These 
gentlemen  were  for  years  the  political  friends  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  in  his  coiifidence.  They  are  now  his  opponents, 
and  have  been  called  on  to  state  every  transaction  they 
[  knew,  implying  a  violation  of  public  dn^ ;  and  they  have 


196 


APPENDIX— To  Gak$  Sf  Seatan's  Register. 


t^4th  CoKO.  2d  Sus.] 


Executive  Adminiatrmt'nm, 


not  diMlofed  a  flingle  fact  within  their  own  knowledge 
that  affects  the  character  or  conduct  of  the  President 
or  heads  of  departments  in  the  discharge  of  their  pnblic 
duties.  Even  the  statements  they  adopt  from  others, 
whether  true  or  false,  relate  to  private  opinions  and  acts 
having  no  connexion  with  the  discharge  or  neglect  of 
public  duty.  One  of  their  opiniutis  is,  tliat  there  was 
favoritism  and  extravagance  in  the  appointment  of,  and  al- 
lowance to,  the  three  commissioners  on  Indian  treaties, 
under  the  act  of  July  14,  1832.  "The  commission," 
says  Mr.  Bell,  (page  263  of  the  journal,)  "turned  out  to 
to  be  ahnost  an  entire  failure."  This  opinion,  unsupport- 
ed by  any  evidence,  is  singularly  at  variance  with  the  re- 
port made  by  a  member  of  the  opposition,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Afiairs  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
May  20,  1834.  That  committee,  in  reference  to  this 
same  commission,  say,  (page  23  of  their  report  A  «*  The 
labors  of  the  committee  have  been  much  assisted  by  the 
very  able  and  interesting  report  of  the  commissioners,  which 
is  annexed  to  this  report.  It  contains  much  valuable  in- 
formation, and  will  enable  the  public  to  appreciate  the 
zeal,  induttryy  and  ability,  with  which  they  have  execu- 
ted the  duties  of  their  commission." 

The  opinion  of  Mr.  Bell  in  this  matter  would  also  seem 
to  be  at  variance  with  the  fact  that  the  Senate  have  ap- 
proved and  ratified  imporUnt  treaties  made  by  these  same 
commissioners  with  the  Cherokee,  Creek,  Seneca,  Senecft 
and  Shawnee,  Quapaw,  Otto,  Missouri,  and  Pawnee  tribes 
of  Indians. 

The  compensation  allowed  the  commissioners  appears  to 
have  been  in  strict  conformity  with  the  usages  of  the  Gov- 
ernment under  previous  administrations,  viz:  the  per  diem 
and  mileage  of  members  of  Congress. 

Tl\at  there  have  been  abuses  and  gross  injustice  towards 
the  Indians  practised  by  speculators  and  unprincipled  men, 
is  undoubtedly  true ;  but  none  of  these  abuses  are  traced  to 
any  act,  authority,  neglect,  or  connivance  of  the  President 
and  heads  of  departments ;  and  in  every  instance,  where 
fraud  or  injustice  is  shown  to  have  been  alleged  against  any  . 
public  agent,  the  executive  oHicers  have  been  prompt  in 
investigating  and  correcting  the  evil.  This  fact  fully  ap- 
pears from  the  "documents  relating  to  the  letter  of  R.  T. 
Archer  to  the  chairman,"  (pages  125  and  274  of  journal.) 
In  that  matter,  (which  is  made  a  ground  of  complaint  aAer 
a  lapse  of  more  than  three  years,  coming  from  the  distance 
of  Columbus,  Mississippi,)  it  appears  that  the  complainant 
is  totally  mistaken  in  his  facts — the  President  and  the  de- 
partment having  caused  a  full  investigation  of  the  charges, 
and  "the  strictest  inquiry  into  this  matter,"  and  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  Land  Otfice  having  ordered  the  decision  of 
the  register  at  Chocchuma  to  be  corrected,  so  far  as  it  was 
erroneous. 

The  impropriety  of  witnesses  substituting  party  opinions 
for  testimony,  under  oath,  is  shown  in  the  statement  of 
Hon.  F.  W.  Pickens,  (page  46  of  journal.)  He  appeared 
as  a  witness,  to  testify  whether  he  knew,  of  his  own  knowl- 
edge, of  any  act,  by  either  of  the  heads  of  the  executive 
departments,  which  was  corrupt,  or  a  violation  of  their 
)f!icial  duties.  His  answer  is,  that  he  knows  of  many 
nets  in  violation  of  official  duty,  but  will  name  only  those 
that  are  most  prominent ;  and  then  he  places  at  the  head 
of  violations  of  official  duty  the  proclamation  of  the  Presi- 
dent in  1832,  against  the  nullification  doctrines  of  South 
Carolina !  The  removal  of  the  depositee,  the  employment 
of  State  banks,  proscription,  and  the  specie  Treasury 
order,  make  up  the  catalogue  of  "gross  and  palpable  vio- 
lations of  official  duty,"  affirmed  by  the  witness.  Had  the 
testimony  of  numerous  honorable  Senators  and  Represent- 
atives of  the  opposition  party,  to  which  the  witness  be- 
longs, comprising  a  majority,  been  taken  in  this  matter, 
they  would  doubtless  have  pronounced  the  proclamation 
against  nullification  the  purest  act  of  the  whole  administra- 


tion ;  and  had  a  vast  majority  of  the  people  testifird  hdw 
the  committee  as  they  have  done  through  the  ballotlKn, 
they  would  have  pronounced  all  the  other  acti  of  tbe  ad- 
ministration, referred  to  by  Mr.  Pickens,  the  highot  uA 
most  faithful  discharge  of  official  duties. 

What,  then,  are  ihe  facts  touching  the  "  coDdition"  of 
the  executive  departments,  the  "manner"  in  wbirh  dv 
public  business  has  been  discharged  in  them,  and  "  (be 
causes  of  complaints  against  them,"  whkh  sre  proved  m 
this  investigation  1 . 

The  charges  attempted  to  be  proved  are : 

First,  Speculations  in  the  public  lands.  Tbe  commit 
tee  permitted  this  inquiry  to  be  made,  tonchbg  tU  ofirrr. 
who  were  by  law  prohibited  from  purchasing  or  fpecoU^ 
lating  in  the  public  lands.  Tbe  acts  of  Septsmbcr :. 
1769,  and  March  3,  1791,  pn>hibit  sueh  puichaieloper 
sons  appointed  to  any  office  instituted  by  the  set  to  estv 
lish  the  Treasury  Department,  and  to  all  the  derb  en- 
ployed  therein.  There  was  no  proof  belbre  the  commit:;' 
that  any  officer  or  clerk,  prohibited  by  law  fix>m  dealing  Ui 
the  public  lands,  had  violated  the  law. 

The  committee  did  not  feel  authoriied  to  extend  tfai»  ii< 
quiry  to  public  officers  who  were  not  prohibited  fran 
making  such  purchases,  such  act  not  being  a  TiolaUon  "< 
official  duty  any  more  than  the  purchase  of  any  aibde  ct 
trade  or  commerce.  If  it  leads  to  abuses,  CongrcMslwtJ- 
apply  the  remedy. 

Second.  Disbursing  oflkers  drawing  specie,  simI  vtki 
the  same  as  merchandise  to  purchasers  of  public  laaki 
others.     The  evidence  (pages  30,  33,  37)  iiegatiTrs  U 
charge. 

Third.  "Paying  a  Treasury  warrant  which  was p'l 
bled  away  by  a  disbursing  officer. '1  This  charge  vrastM 
suggested  as  an  allegation  that  drafts  to  tbe  amoujit  •.<! 
$20,000  had  been  po^  by  tbe  late  Secretary  of  War,  (W 
arnor  Cass,  to  the  asMgnee  of  a  disbursing  officer  niirf- 
Johnston,  with  the  knowledge  thai  they  hiMl  been  gaoiH^ 
away,  and  after  they  had  been  protested  by  a  depoE" 
bank,  and  countermanded  by  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Trear- 
ry.  The  facts  in  this  case  are  highly  creditable  to  ibr  Tiz> 
ance  of  the  executive  departments.  Instead  of  i'iXiy 
the  amount  was  $2,500,  which  was  not  paid  to  tbe  bo^^ 
until  it  was  proved  thit  the  drafts  came  into  bis  pocsctfic. 
with  no  knowledge  of  tbe  original  gambling  tran^icr:  ^' 
then,  until  tbe  opinion  of  the  Attorney  Geneml  bad  i*^- 
taken,  and  aoiple  indemnity  secured  to  the  GonniaKf'*- 
should  it  be  made  to  i^ppear  that  the  holder  wts  cagsimt^ 
of  the  fraudulent  transfer.  This  case  is  folly  explained  s 
the  testimony  of  Hon.  Ambrose  H.  Sevier,  (psg«  ^^  ^ 
journal,)  by  documents,  (pages  62  to  71,)  and  tbeoF<3r 
ion  of  the  Attorney  General,  (page  68  of  joonial)  •* 
does  not  appear  that  Johnston,  Uie  disbufsing  offirf  •  *^ 
died  soon  after  this  transaction,  was  employed  ali«'  *' 
fraud  by  the  Department. 

Fourth.  The  case  of  T.  B.  Waterman,  vii:  thf -"^ 
ance  of  an  exorbitant  account  by  Mr.  Sccretait  C'a&^ » 
ter  it  had  been  virtually  disallowed ;  and  then  psyins  n  '' 
ter  its  allowance  had  been  forged,  without  csuatDgthcr 
fender  to  be  prowcuted.     The  facts  in  evidence  vf,  t|:'' 
Waterman  was  temporarily  employed  to  copy  paper*  in  •'f 
Pension  Office,  for  which  he  presented  a  bill  of  ^^^^'  ,j^ 
was  not  allowed.     Subsequently,  an  assignee  of  the  U 
Mr.    Causten,    of  Washington,   who  hsd  adnnefd  t» 
amount  to  Waterman,  presented  it,  endgrxd  «itb  'b^  ^ 
proval  of  Mr.  Secrete^  Cfcis,  which  proved  to  be  a  W 
ry,  and  it  was  not  paid.     Soma  months  aAer,  the  (1^ 
was  again  presented  b^  the  assignee,  and,  beiog  rrt^ ' 
to  $144,  which  was  a  fair  compensstion  for  ih*«<"- 
was  allowed  and  paid.     (See  pages  51  and  67of  joonii 
This  transaction  was  entirely  proper  on  the  part  ot  ia« 
parUnont.     The  forgery  on  the  first  account  did  i»' ^' 
charge  the  actual  deU  due ;  nor  was  the  Secrctan  <Ji 
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er  hii  agents,  bound  to  prosecute  Waterman  ;  and  neither 
were  they  in  posfieasion  of  proof  that  he  committed  the  for- 
gery, except  from  the  atatemoDt  of  Mr.  Cauaten  to  Mr. 
Crump,  that  he  had  confeesed  it  to  the  former. 

Fifth,  The  case  of  David  Melvill,  a  weigher  and  gauger 
in  the  customs  at  Newport.  The  diargo  is,  that  Melvtll 
was  removed  from  office  for  opinion*s  sake.  The  ^cts 
are,  that  when  Mr.  EUery,  the  collector  who  appointed 
Meivill,  resigned,  and  Mr.  Littlefield  was  appointed  col- 
lector, the  latter,  in  the  exercise  of  the  discretion  the  law 
gave  him  in  such  cases,  did  not  reappoint  MeWill,  whose 
office  was  at  an  end  by  the  resignation  of  his  principal. 
The  public  service  was  not  impaired,  but,  it  would  seem, 
promoted  by  this  act ;  and,  as  it  comes  under  the  class  of 
inquiries  into  motives^  it  was  not,  for  reasons  before  given, 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  committee.  In  fact,  at  the 
very  time  it  was  pressed  upon  this  committee,  a  standing 
Gonunittee  of  the  House  (on  Commerce)  had  the  whole 
matter  in  charge,  on  a  petition  from  David  Melvill,  and 
made  their  report,  February  23d,  adverse  to  the  petitioner* 
The  same  subject  was  before  the  Senate  the  last  session, 
and  all  the  documents  connected  with  it  published  at  that 
time.  A  full  explanation  of  the  case  is  given  in  the  testi- 
mony of  Mr.  Littlefield  and  Mr.  Secretary  Woodbury, 
(pages  189,  75,  and  80,  of  journal.) 

Sixth.  The  case  of  J.  W.  Reckless,  collector  at  Perth 
Amboy,  New  Jersey.  This  appears  to  be  a  charge  under 
the  head  of  **  retaining  corrupt  and  fraudulent  officers  in 
place,  knowing  of  their  malfeasance  in  office.''  The  ^m- 
cifi cation  U  wholly  unsupported  by  the  evidence  in  the 
catie,  which  has  encumbered  the  journal  with  a  mass  of 
documents  occupying  fif^y-eight  printed  pages.  The  Pres- 
ident,  in  the  exercise  of  his  discreUon,  and  with  all  the 
original  papers  before  him,  decided  that  irregular  incidental 
expenses  had  been  charged,  but  that  there  was  no  proof  of 
corruption  or  fraud,  and  the  collector  was  required  to  refund 
the  irregular  charges.  This  case  is  fully  and  satisfactorily 
explained  in  the  answers  of  Hon.  Garret  D.  Wall,  of  the 
^^nate,  to  questions  put  to  him,  (page  309  of  journal.) 
This  is  the  only  specific  allegation  made  of  corrupt  retain- 
ing in  oOioe  ;  and  the  facts  disclosed  warrant  no  suspicion 
of  improper  acts  or  motives  in  the  executive  officer. 

Seccfiih,  The  late  Secretary  of  War,  Governor  Cass, 
pay  ing  for  service  never  performed.  The  evidence  on  this 
point  (pages  51  and  54)  is,  tliat  D.  A.  A.  Buck,  a  citizen 
of  Vermont,  received  the  appointment  of  a  clerk  in  the 
Pcmsion  Office  July  8,  1836 ;  that,  on  the  27th  of  that 
month,  he  commenced  his  journey  to  Washington,  which 
journey  was  suspended  and  interrupted  in  consequence  of 
severe  indispoeition ;  that,  during  the  delay  of  his  journey, 
thus  caused,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Vermont 
Legislature  the  first  Tuesday  of  September  following,  and 
took  his  seat  the  second  Thuisday  in  October,  and  con-, 
tinned  a  member  of  the  Legislature  five  j^eeks,  till  its  ad- 
jnumoient ;  that  on  the  2Uth  November  he  proceeded  to 
VVanhington,  and  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  office  De- 
<  ember  4th ;  that  he  presented  his  account  to  Mr.  Secreta- 
ry Caae,  who  knew  the  facts  in  the  case,  for  salary,  at  the 
rate  of  $1,200  per  annum,  from  the  27th  July  to  the  4th 
of  December,  deducting  the  five  weeks  he  was  a  member 
of  the  Legislature,  and  was  allowed  pay  for  four  months 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  This  was  a  matter 
for  the  discretion  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  The  usage  is 
Mated  to  be,  that  the  pay  commences  from  the  time  of 
starting  for  the  seat  of  Government.  The  account,  and  all 
tlio  circumstances,  were  fairly  and  fully  atated  by  Mr. 
Buck,  with  no  attempt  at  concealment,  and,  as  he  believed, 
in  conformity  with  Uf>age.  The  committee,  in  so  incon- 
siderable a  matter,  cannot  call  in  question  the  upright  in- 
tention of  the  late  head  of  the  War  Department,  upon  this 
2^tatenient  of  facts. 

Eighth,  .The  apparent  attempt  to  connect  the  Secretary 


of  State,  in  his  official  capacity,  with  his  private  interest 
as  counsel  in  the  Golphin  claim,  introduces)  into  the  last 
treaty  with  the  Cherokee  Indians,  In  1835-'S6,  but  ex- 
cluded from  the  treaty  by  the  Seuate.  The  answers  of 
Hon.  G.  W.  B.  Towns,  (page  88,)  and  of  Mr.  Forsyth, 
(page  105  of  journal,)  need  only  be  examined  to  show  the 
high  sense  of  honor  and  official  responsibility  with  which 
the  Secretary  conducted  in  relation  to  that  transaction. 
Even  John  Ross,  the  Cherokee  chief,  who  was  questioned 
by  the  chairman  on  this  point,  disclaims  all  knowledge  of 
any  means  employed,  or  influence  exerted,  by  any  officers 
or  agents  of  the  executive  departments,  to  have  the  stipu- 
lation respecting  the  Golphin  claim  inserted  In  the  Chero- 
kee treaty,  (page  291  of  journal.)  It  is  proper  to  state, 
the  answers  of  this  witness  were  handed  in  the  last  day  of 
receiving  testimony  ;  and  from  the  absence  of  members  of 
the  committee,  who  were  occupied  by  the  business  of  the 
House,  no  opportunity  was  had  for  a  cross-examination, 
touching  implied  charges  against  individuals,  having, 
however,  no  connexion  whatever  with  the  executive  de- 
partments. ^ 

There  only  remain  unnoticed,  in  all  tlie  masn  of  teuti- 
mony,  five  or  six  minor  charges,  which  are  distinctly  dig. 
proved  by  the  evidence,  viz:  the  anonymous  charge  from 
some  reckless  newspaper  against  Mr.  8.  R.  Hobbie,  Aiwist- 
ant  Postmaster  General,  of  holding  stock  in  a  New  York 
bank,  which  was  given  as  a  gratuity  by  mail  contnictorM. 
The  affidavits  produced  by  Mr.  Hobbie  leave  not  a  vestige 
of  this  calumny,  (page  101  of  journal.^ 

The  charges  by  William  Hobby  agamst  Paymaster  Gen- 
eral Towson,  (page  107,)  which  are  shown  by  Col.  T.  to 
be  entire  fabrications. 

It  is  proper  to  state  that  tlie  appendix  attached  to  the 
journal  of  the  committee  has  no  relation  to  any  of  the  actn 
of  the  executive  depaitments.  It  has  been  printed  at  tlie 
request  of  tlie  chairman ;  and  the  explanations  of  Commo- 
dore Morris,  and  Mr.  Goldsborough,  Secretary  to  the  Navy 
Commissioners,  the  latter  in  the  form  of  an  argument,  ap- 
pended. 

Much  space  in  the  journal  is  occupied  with  the  state- 
ment of  Hon.  Balie  Peyton,  relating  to  the  non-removal  of 
John  Spencer,  receiver  of  the  land  office  at  Foit  Wayne, 
Indiana.  This  case  was  fully  explained  by  the  reply  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  a  call  made  by  the  House  of 
Representativea  the  30th  of  January,  the  present  session. 
That  document  is  appended  to  Mr.  Peyton's  statement, 
(page  234  of  journal.)  It  bbows  the  vigilance  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  in  calling  upon  the  receiver  before 
any  complaint  had  been  made,  and  in  causing  a  thorough 
investigation  into  the  matter  by  a  special  agent.  So  satis- 
factory was  the  result  of  the  whole  matter,  that  the  commit- 
tee apprehend,  that  if  the  Secretary  had  urged  the  removal 
of  Mr.  Spencer,  ahd  the  President  had  caused  it  to  be  madr, 
there  would  have  been,  from  the  some  source,  a  stronger 
complaint  for  "  proscription*'  than  there  now  is  for  retain- 
ing in  office. 

The  matter  of  the  Decatur  Bank,  in  Alabama,  was  in- 
troduced on  the  last  day  of  receiving  tentimony  before  the 
committee,  (p.  289  of  journal. )  The  facts  in  tlie  cujsr 
are,  that  last  March,  before  the  specie  circular  was  thought 
of,  a  contract  was  made  by  the  Treasury  Department  with 
the  branch  of  the  Alabama  State  Bank  at  Decatur,  which 
never  was  a  deposite  bank,  for  about  half  a  million  of  Stale 
bonds  purchased  in  behalf  of  the  Chickasaw  Indians.  A 
part  of  the  agreement  was,  that  the  branch  bank  should 
take  such  money  as  was  paid  in  at  Pontifoc,  from  time  to 
time,  for  Indian  lands  sold  there  on  account  of  the  Chicka- 
saws,  and  send  to  Washington  bonds  for  the  amount. 
Enough  was  not  received  to  discharge  the  whole  contract, 
in  September  last,  when  the  bank  wrote  that  it  was  wil- 
ling to  take  its  own  bills  in  payment,  instead  of  specie,  if 
the  Treasury  Department  would  assent  to  it.     The  bank 
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was  accordingly  advised  by  the  Department  that,  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  contract,  and  no  further,  there  was  no  objection 
to  receiving  the  bills  of  the  bank  instead  of  specie,  if  the 
bank,  to  which  the  money  was  to  be  paid,  preferred  them. 
The  Department,  it  appears,  saw  no  reason  why  the  payee 
might  not  be  permitted  to  waive  specie  payment,  if  he 
pleased. 

In  this  transaction  the  committee  ran  perceive  no  rela- 
tion to  a  total  or  partial  repeal  of  the  Treasury  order,  as  to 
public  lands  generally,  or  any  favor  conferred  on  the  bank 
or  the  State  of  Alabama.  It  was  merely  carrying  into  ef- 
fect a  contract  as  to  proceeds  of  Indian  lands,  which  was 
made  long  before  the  Treasury  order  issued,  and  merely 
assenting,  under  that  contract,  that  the  money  to  be  paid 
to  the  contracting  party,  and  not  into  the  Treasury,  might, 
to  the  eitent  of  the  contract,  and  no  further,  be  paid  in 
bills,  instead  of  specie,  if  that  party  preferred  it. 

The  committee  have  now  disposed  of  all  the  material 
points  involved  in  this  long  and  laborious  investigation. 
They  regret  that  the  brief  space  allowed  for  preparing  their 
report  did  not  admit  of  more  condensation  of  the  mass  of 
matter  before  them ;  but,  as  the  attention  of  the  whole 
country  has  been  called  to  this  investigation,  the  commit- 
tee have  deemed  it  an  indispensable  duty  to  present,  in  a 
full  and  distinct  form,  a  view  of  tho  principles  on  which 
they  have  conducted  this  examination,  with  a  summary, 
from  the  voluminous  and  disconnected  testimony,  of  all  the 
allegations  and  specifications  of  violation  of  duty,  and  tho 
evidence  produced  to  sustain  them. 

The  result  of  the  whole  is  a  firm  conviction  that,  to  an 
extent  which  the  warmest  friends  of  this  or  any  other  ad- 
ministration could  not  have  anticipated  in  passing  through 
such  an  ordeal,  to  which  no  other  administration  was  ever 
subjected,  is  demonstrated,  beyond  question  or  doubt,  the 
truth  of  the  testimony  borne  by  the  President,  in  his  an- 
nual message,  to  the  <<  prosperous  condition  of  the  various 
executive  departments,  and  to  the  ability  and  integrity 
with  which  they  have  been  conducted." 

Equally  well  established,  by  undeniable  fiicts,  is  the  sin- 
cerity and  uprightness  of  the  untiring  «aim"  of  the  Chief 
Magistrate  <*  to  enforce  in  all  of  them  a  vigilant  and  faith- 
ful discharge  of  the  public  business  ;'*  and  it  seems  to  the 
committee  that,  afler  this  long  and  laborious  investigation 
into  the  ofllicial  conduct  of  the  President  and  the  heads  of 
the  departments,  with  the  fearless  invitation  of  the  for- 
mer to  his  once  bosom  friends  to  disclose  every  matter  of 
confidence  that  ever  existed  between  them,  no  fair  mind 
can  resist  the  conviction  that  there  in  reality  exists  "no 
just  cause  of  complaint,  from  any  quarter,  at  the  manner 
in  which  the  executive  departments  have  fulfilled  the  oh* 
jects  of  their  creation." 

The  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution : 

Resolved,  Tliat,  so  far  as  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  committee,  from  the  results  of  this  investigation,  tlie 
condition  of  the  various  executive  departments  is  prosper- 
ous, and  that  they  have  been  conducted  with  ability  and 
integrity  ;  that  the  President  has  aimed  to  enforce,  in  all  of 
them,  a  vigilant  and  faithful  discharge  of  the  public  busi- 
ness ;  and  that  there  is  no  just  cause  of  complaint,  from 
any  quarter,  at  the  manner  in  which  they  have  fulfilled  the 
objects  of  their  creation. 

VIEWS  OF  THE  MINORITY. 

The  undersigned,  members  of  the  select  committee  ap- 
pointed under  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  tlie  I7th  January  last,  disagreeing  to,  and  dissenting 
from,  the  report  adopted  by  a  majority  of  said  committee, 
beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  reasons  for  said  disagree- 
ment and  dissent,  and  request  that  the  same  may  be  enter- 
ed on  the  journal : 


1.  Because  the'  construction  put,  by  a  mtjontj  of  tfac 
committee,  upon  the  resolution  of  the  House,  bsa«o  nr* 
rowod  and  restrained  the  scope  of  inquiry,  as,  by  moeinn 
consequence,  to  preclude  and  suppress  the  inveftigitigo 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  undersigned,  was  moit  mini- 
festly  the  object  of  the  mover  and  advocates  of  the  mohi* 
ttonf  and  must  have  been  the  intention  of  the  House  ia  it^ 
adoption. 

3.  Because  the  committee  having,  by  various  resolations, 
sought  from  the  Preeident  of  the  United  States,  and  \k 
heads  of  the  departments,  information  which  wss  deeai«} 
material  to  the  investigation  of  the  condition  and  maoige- 
ment  of  those  departments,  and  into  the  manner  in  «hic£ 
the  executive  Government  has  been  administemhn  tixw 
departments,  respectively,  which  resolutions  wen  ansvr- 
ed  by  a  most  extraordinary  communication  addresmi  (v 
the  President  to  the  chairman,  now  entered  opoo  tk 
journal,  declining  to  furnish  the  information  ssked  for  h 
the  committee,  and  deemed  indiapeBaable  to  the  fiuthfisi 
execution  of  the  duties  devolved  upon  them  by  Uic  ksqId- 
tion  of  the  House,  the  underatgned  are  without  the  wtaia 
of  justifying  to  their  own  minds  the  reasonings  and  con- 
clusions which  the  majority  of  the  committee  have  adopted 
in  their  report 

3.  Because  many  documents  and  papen,  and  morh 
evidence  sought  by  the  committee  in  the  resolation^  ad- 
dressed to  the  heads  of  departments,  have  not  been  oh- 
tained  by  the  committee,  for  reasons  asngned  in  the  m- 
swera  given  to  those  resolutiona,  or  otherwise  apparent  on 
the  journal ;  and,  in  the  absence  of  such  documents,  pipers, 
and  evidence,  the  truth  or  falsehood  of  the  sllegatioffiGt 
numerous  abuses  or  neglects  of  duty  in  the  admintatration 
of  said  departments  cannot,  at  this  time,  be  arrived  ai. 

4.  Because,  by  the  decision  of  the  majority  of  the  r33>- 
mittee,  expressed  in  numerous  votes,  in  reference  to  n- 
nous  subjects,  testimony  deemed  by  the  undersigned  ai^> 
gether  materiid  to  the  investigation  of  the  <<  conditioc  <i 
Uie  various  executive  departments,  the  ability  and  intesnty 
with  which  they  have  been  conducted,  the  manner  b 
which  the  public  business  has  been  djachargedio  ali^^ 
them,  and  into  all  the  causes  of  complaint,  from  anrqns^ 
tor,  at  the  manner  in  which  said  departments,  or  tix'i' 
bureaus  or  offices,  or  any  of  their  officers  or  agents  ot  evdt 
description  whatever,  directly  or  indirectly  connected  ^ 
them  in  any  manner,  officially  or  unofficially,  in  dotirs 
pertaining  to  the  public  interest,  have  fulfilled  orftii«<l^ 
aceompliah  the  objects  of  their  creation,  or  haw  wlit^ 
their  duties,  or  have  injured  and  impaired  the  public  i^'- 
vice  and  interest ;"  has  been  determined  to  be  inadmi«^ 
and  has  not  been  permitted  to  be  produced  belbre  said  cos.- 
mittee,  so  as  to  enable  the  committee  to  pronounce,  citbti 
affirmatively  or  negatively,  upon  the  truth  of  the  yari^^* 
matters  referred  to  their  consideretion  by  theresolutiooaD- 
der  which  they  are  constituted. 

ft.  Because  on  many,  if  not  most,  of  the  sobjeds  whaa 
were  referred  to  the  attention  of  the  committee,  as  ^l 
from  the  want  of  time  as  from  the  absence  of  aMeged  »* 
isting  testimony,  the  investigation  has  been  roaniMy 
and  necessarily  incomplete  and  imperfect,  and  no  J^ 
impartial,  and  satisfactory  judgment  can  be  pn)no«»f^ 
thereon. 

6.  Because  the  report  of  the  majority  does  exp««pp«' 
ions  and  conclusions  upon  partial  and  imperfect  i"^*?[f^* 
tion,  which  should  be  the  result  only  of  the  most  wtsaic* 
tory  examination  of  the  various  and  complicated  snlgect*  * 
which  such  conclusions  and  opinions  relate.  ,     , 

7.  Because  the  report  of  the  majority,  under  the  hmm 
and  Imperfect  examinations  which  have  been  given  oft 
matters  referred  to  the  consideration  of  the  comnultee  ir - 
der  the  broad  scope  of  the  resolution  of  the  House,  ^oa^^'^ 
press  judgments  and  opinions,  as   the  result  of  convirti'^ 
upon  full  inveatigation,  instead  of  submitting  only  tnej«^" 
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aal  of  the  proceedings  of  the  committee  for  the  action  and 
judgment  of  the  House  thereon. 

Inasmuch,  therefore,  as  the  undersigned  cannot,  con- 
sistently with  their  own  convictions  of  duty  to  themselves, 
and  their  lense  of  obligation  to  the  House  and  to  the  coun- 
tiy,  unite  in  the  reasoning  and  conclusions  of  opinion 
adopted  by  the  majority,  and  have  no  opportunity  other- 
wise ta  express  their  disagreement  with,  and  dissent  there- 
to, th^  respectfully  resort  to  this  only  mode,  at  the  very 
moment  of  adopting  their  report,  to  declare  their  opinion 
that  the  committee  are  only  warranted,  by  the  progress  and 
present  state  of  the  investigation  with  which  they  are 
charged,  in  reporting  the  journal,  unaccompanied  by  any 
expression  of  opinions  or  judgment  of  the  matters  referred 
to  them. 

LEVI  LINCOLN. 
ROBERT  B.  CAMPBELL. 

I  concur  fully  in  the  foregoing,  except  in  the  opinion 
that  the  committee  should  have  reported  only  its  journal  of 
proceedings. 

HENRY  A.  WISE. 


REPORT  OF  MR.  WISE. 

The  undersigned,  of  the  committeeHo  which  was  refer- 
red "  so  much  of  the  President's  message  as  relates  to  the 
condition  of  the  various  executive  departments,"  die,  begs 
leave  to  show  his  reasons  for  dissenting  from  the  majority. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  under 
which  this  committee  was  appointed,  was  passed  on  the 
17  th  day  of  January.  On  the  20th  of  that  month,  the 
chairman,  who  was  serving  during  the  session  of  the  House 
on  another  committee  of  investigation,  was  notified  by  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  the  appointment  of  this  committee, 
after  his  calling  at  the  Clerk  s  office  and  requesting  to  be 
furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  resolution  and  of  the  list  of 
committee. 

On  the  21st  day  of  January  the  committee  was  organ- 
i^ed,  and  proceeded  to  its  labors.  The  resolution,  it  was 
thoujrht,  embraced  every  species  of  legitimate  inquiry,  in 
the  fullest  extent,  into  the  condition  of  the  various  exec- 
utive departments,  the  ability  and  integrity  with  which 
they  have  been  conducted,  into  the  manner  in  which  the 
public  business  has  been  discharged  in  all  of  them,  and 
into  alt  causes  of  complaint^  from  any  quarter  ^  at  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  departments,  or  their  bureaus  and  offices, 
or  any  of  their  officers  or  agents,  of  every  description  what- 
ever, directly  or  indirectly  connected  with  them  in  any 
manner,  officially  or  unofficially^  in  duties  pertaining  to 
the  public  interest,  have  fulfilled  or  failed  to  accomplish  the 
>hjects  of  their  creation,  or  have  violated  their  duties^  or 
ijive  injured  and  impaired  the  public  service  and%ntertst, 
Vhe  scope  of  inquiry  was  vsst  and  unlimited;  the  time 
n  ^vhich  to  institute  and  accomplish  investigation  was  veiy 
;hort  and  insufficient.  The  call  for  this  investigation  hsd, 
II  tact^  been  made  early  during  the  past  session  of  Con- 
gress, and  was  not  granted  until  wiUiin  six  weeks  of  the 
lose  o£  this.  Many  subjects,  therefore,  of  the  highest  im- 
K>rtanc«,  which  required  the  strictest  scrutiny  and  the  long- 
St  time,  the  testimony  as  to  which  was  to  be  obtained 
rem  the  greatest  distance  of  the  extremes  of  the  Union, 
ould  not  be  touched  in  the  short  period  lef^  for  the  execu- 
ton  of  the  task  of  this  committee.  There  were  many  sub- 
c^ct3,  however,  of  deep  interest,  the  evidence  as  to  which 
iras  known  to  be  near  at  hand,  which  could  be  inquired 
ito  ;  and,  accordingly,  several  of  those  were  proposed  to 
e  examined. 

Among  these,  the  first  in  importance,  -  and  the  first  pro- 
osed  to  be  examined,  were  the  subjects  of  executive  pat- 
^nage  to  the  public  press,  of  executive  appointments  to 
fHce,  of  the  application  of  contingent  items  of  appropria- 
on,  of  irregular  expenditures,  allowances,  and  payments, 


and  of  sinecures.  Accordingly,  at  the  first  meeting,  four 
distinct  resolutions  were  offered  on  these  subjects,  respect- 
ively. They  were  sulmiitted,  as  appears  by  the  journal,  in 
the  following  form : 

"1.  Resolved,  That  the  heads  of  the  several  depart- 
ments be  required  to  furnish  this  committee  with  a  state- 
ment showing  the  sums  of  money  paid  within  the  year  end- 
ing on  the  1st  of  December  last,  by  such  departments,  re- 
spectively, their  agents  or  deputies,  to  printers  or  editors 
of  newspapers,  specifying  the  names  and  residences  of 
such  printers  and  editors,  and  also  the  names  and  places  of 
publication  of  the  newspapers  owned  or  published  by  them, 
and  showing  the  services  or  considerations  for  which  such 
sums  have  been  paid,  giving  each  item  as  stated  in  the  ac- 
counts of  such  printer  or  editor. 

«  2.  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
and  the  heads  of  the  several  executive  departments  be  re- 
quired to  furnish  this  committee  with  a  list  or  lists  of  all  of- 
ficers, or  agents,  or  deputies,  who  have  been  appointed,  or 
employed  and  paid,  since  the  4th  of  March,  1829,  to  the 
Ut  df  December  last,  by  the  President  or  either  of  said 
heads  of  departments,  respectively,  without  nomination  to 
or  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States ; 
showing  the  names  of  such  officers,  agents,  or  deputies,  the 
sums  paid  to  each,  the  services  rendered,  and  by  what  au- 
thority appointed  and  paid. 

<*  3.  Resolved,  That  the  heads  of  the  several  departments 
be  required  to  furnish  this  committee  with  a  statement 
showing  the  various  amounts  of  money  paid  within  the  last 
four  years,  ending  on  the  1st  of  December  last,  for  contin- 
gencies, whether  appropriated  or  not  by  law,  to  whom  and 
for  what  paid ;  showing  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what 
appropriations  have  been  changed  from  specific  to  other  ob- 
jects of  expenditure  than  those  for  which  they  were  made, 
and  how  such  change  was  efit!cted  ;  and  showing  the  amount 
of  irregular  expenditures,  allowances,  or  payments,  of  every 
description  whatever,  if  any,  made  by  said  departments, 
respectively,  since  the  4th  day  of  March,  1829,  to  the  1st 
of  December,  1836,  by  Treasury  warrant  or  draflt,  or  oth- 
erwise, to  whom  and  for  what  made,  and  the  authority  and 
reasons  for  such  expenditures,  dec. 

«  4.  Resolved,  That  the  heads  of  the  several  departments 
be  required  to  furnish  this  committee  with  a  list  of  all  of- 
ficers, agents,  or  deputies,  who  have,  since  the  4th  of  March, 
1829,  to  the  1st  of  December  last,  within  the  departments, 
respectively,  received  salaries,  pay,  or  emoluments  of  any 
kind,  without  rendering  service  to  the  Government ;  who 
have  received  salaries,  ice.,  without  being  in  office;  whose 
commissions  have  been  antedated ;  who  held  other  stations 
or  appointments.  State  or  Federal,  when  receiving  pay  for 
particular  offices  or  agencies,  or  who  have  been  engaged  in 
private  employment  whilst  receiving  pay  from,  and  render- 
ing no  services  to,  the  Government  of  the  United  States  ; 
with  the  names  of  such  officers,  or  agents,  or  deputies,  the 
sums  or  salaries  paid  to  each,  and  the  time  of  service  of 
each,  respectively." 

These  resolutions  were  severally  taken  up  in  turn,  and 
amended,  as  appears  by  the  journal  of  the  committee : 

"The  resolutions  submitted  by  Mr.  Wise,  at  the  previ- 
ous meeting,  were  taken  up ;  and  the  first  resolution  being 
under  consideration,  Mr.  Mann  moved  to  amend  the  same 
by  striking  out  the  word  'required,'  and  inserting  the  word 
'requested.' 

<<  Mr.  Pearce  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  stri- 
king oqt  'requested,'  and  inserting  'directed  ;'  and  the  ques- 
tion bemg  taken  by  ayes  and  nays,  was  carried  in  the  af- 
firmative, as  follows : 

••  Atxs — Messrs.  Pearce,  Hannegan,  Lincoln,  Wise — 4. 

"  Nats — Messrs.  Parks,  Mann,  Chaoey — 3. 

"The  qu^tion  recurring  on  the  amendment  as  amend- 
ed^  to  strike  out  '  required'  and  insert  '  directed,'  it  was  car- 
ried in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 
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**  Atxs — Messni.  Pearce,  Hannegan,  Lincoln,  Wise— 4. 
««Nat« — Messrs.  Parks,  Mann,  Chaney — 3. 
<*  Mr.  Mann  moyed  furthor  to  ameml  the  first  resolution, 
by  inserting  after  the  words  <  agents  or  deputies'  the  words 

•  without  authority  of  law,  if  any.' 

<*  Mr.  Wise  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  substi- 
tuting therefor  '  with  or  without  authority -of  law  ;  and  the 
question  being  taken,  said  motion  was  Lost,  as  follows : 

*«  At »»— Messrs.  Lincoln,  Wise — 2. 

««  Nats — Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Hannegan;  Parks, 
Chaney — 6, 

*'The  question  recurring  on  inserting  Mr.  Miinn's 
amendment  viz :  *  without  authority  of  law,  if  any,'  it  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

<<Atrs — Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Hannegan,  Parks, 
Mann,  Chancy — 6. 

**Nats— ^fessr?*.  Lincoln,  Wise— 2. 

<*Mr.  Mann  moved  further  to  amend  the  1st  resolution, 
by  adding,  at  the  end  of  the  same,  the  words  '  and  the  rea- 
sons for  making  sucti  payments ;'  which  was  carried  in  the 
affirmative,  as  follows  :  • 

**  Atks — Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Hannegan,  Parks, 
Mann,  Chaney — 6. 

♦♦Nats — Messrs.  Lincoln,  Wise — 2. 

♦♦  Mr.  Wise  submitted  the  following  amendment  to  the 
1st  resolution:  <and  showing  the  sums  of  money  legally 
paid  within  the  year  ending  on  the  1st  of  December  last, 
by  such  departments,  respectively,  their  agents  or  deputicft, 
to  printers  or  editors  of  newspapers,  specifying  the  names 
and  residence  of  such  printers  and  editors,  and  also  the 
names  and  places  of  publication  of  the  newspapers  owned 
or  published  by  them,  and  showing  the  services  and  con- 
siderations for  w^hich  such  sums  have  been  paid ;  giving 
each  item  as  stated  in  the  accounts  of  such  printer  or  ed> 
itor.' 

♦♦  Which  amendjnent  was  rejected,  as  follows : 

*♦  Ayes — Messrs.  Lincoln,  Wise — 2. 

♦♦Nats — Messrs. Pearce,  Muhlenberg, Hannegan,  I'arks, 
Mann,  Chaney — 6. 

♦♦  The  question>recurring  on  adopting  the  1st  resolution, 
as  amended,  it  was  cairied  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

♦*ATk8— Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Hannegan,  Parks, 
Mann,  Chaney — 6. 

♦♦Nats — Messrs.  Lincoln,  Wise — 2. 

♦♦Mr.  Mann  moved  to  amend  the  second  resolution>  by 
inserting  after  the  words  ♦  Ist  of  December  last,'  the  words 

•  if  any,  without  authority  of  law.' 

♦♦  Mr.  Lincoln  moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by  add- 
ing thereto,  ♦  or  whose  names  are  not  contained  in  the  last 
register  of  public  officers,  commonly  called  the  Blue  Book ;' 
which  amendment  prevailed,  as  follows : 

♦♦  Ates — Messrs.  Muhlcnlierg,  Hannegan,  Lincoln,  Cha- 
ney, Wise — 6. 

«*  Nats — Messrs.  Pearce,  Parks,  Mann^3. 

<♦  Mr.  Wise  moved  further  to  amend  the  amendment,  by 
inserting  before  the  word  ♦  without'  the  words  .♦  with  or,'  so 
as  to  read  ♦  with  or  without  authority  of  law  ;*  which  motion 
was  lost,  as  follows : 

♦♦  Ates — Messrs.  Tjincoln,  Wise — 2. 

♦♦  Nats— Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Hannegan,  Parks, 
Mann,  Chaney — 6. 

♦*  Mr.  Mann  moved  further  to  amend  the  second  resolu- 
tion, by  adding  at  the  end  thereof  the  following:  'and 
what  reasons  for  such  appointments ;'  which  prevailed,  as 
follows  : 

♦*  Ates — Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Hannegan,  Parka, 
Mann,  Chaney — 6.  ^ 

♦♦Nats — Messrs.  Lincoln,  Wise — 2. 

♦♦  Mr.  Hannegan  moved  the  following  additional  resolu- 
tion, viz : 

♦♦  Resolved,  That  the  various  executive  officers,  in  reply- 
ing to  the  foregoing  resolutions,  be  requested,  at  the  same 


I  time,  to  furnish  a  statement  of  the  p^od  at  whick  soy  in- 
novations, not  auihoriied  by  law,  (if  such  exi8t,)b<dthetr 
origin,  theii  causes,  and  the  necessity  which  has  required 
their  continuance. 

<♦  And  the  qheation  being  taken,  said  resolution  vai 
adopted,  as  follows : 

Atxs— Mr.   Pearce,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Hanneg&n, 
Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Chaney — 6. 

•♦Nats — Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Wise— 2." 

I'he  obvious  and  proper  design  of  the  first  of  thfse  \ii> 
lotions  was  to  ascertain  the  amount  per  annum  of  fxecti- 
tive  patronage  to  the  press.  That  amount,  judging  \^^'^ 
the  evidence  contained  in  the  last  Blue  Bocri:,  was  tJc^m 
to  be  great,  and  sufficient  to  influence,  to  a  dangennu  ei 
tent,  the  political  sentiments  and  power  of  the  public  pras 
particularly  at  the  seat  of  Government,  and  the  grptt  nua.- 
her  of  country  or  village  newspapers  throughout  the 
United  States ;  especially  when  systematically  appBodta 
party  purposes,  in  conjunction  with  the  patronage  of  tlif 
appointing  and  removing  power  to  and  from  office.  Tli« 
resolution  contemplated  an  inquiry  into  the  ahuit^Q'i  ibf 
power  to  employ  and  pay  printers,  and  into  the ecmipivi 
of  applying  the  lawful  authority  to  do  so  to  the  sinL^r- 
purposes  of  political  parties,  as  well  as  into  the  mere  ilk^i 
payments  which  may  hava  been  made  to  public  printers. 
Though,  as  originally  presented,  it  embraced  the  laitPi  ir<- 
quiry,  yet  it  regarded  it  as  of  minor  consequence,  ivhfu 
compared  with  the  first.  In  all  cases,  the  abuses  anil  cc  • 
ruptions  which  are  perpetrated  and  committed  under  iir 
color  of  law  are  more  aggravated,  inveterate,  and  das^t'- 
ous,  than  those  which  grow  out  of  clear  violations  of  olT- 
cial  duty.  Usurpations  are  rare;  they  are  genenllvfi' 
grant,  and  they  rarely  ever  are  tne  cause,  butoftener  the  ef- 
fect, of  corruption.  The  latter  first  steals  into  the  admire- 
tration  of  the  laws,  and  then  prepares  the  pretext  tor  tbr 
open  aggressions  of  the  former.  The  few  accounts  v^'^  •• 
may  have  been  paid  to  printers  beyond  what  the  law  -• 
lows  were  nothing,  compared  to  the  corrupting  and  t :  - 
bing  abuse  of  legal  authority  to  discharge  a  long-ejtabli^^ 
press,  with  extensive  circulation  and  numerous  sullsc^ibf.^ 
from  the  printing  of  the  laws  and  public  advcrtisenienw. 
because  its  poUtics  happened  not  to  agree  with  the  po«>'^^ 
that  be,  or  with  the  men  who  were  to  be  in  poller;  'r' 
to  establish,  with  pledges  of  the  Government  patronage  > 
new  press,  without  subscribers  and  without  circulauon,»- 
cept  through  the  franking  privilege  of  privileged  pan^i  ^ 
for  the  uses  of  party ;  and  to  organize  these  pcnai^niv 
presses,  thus  brought  into  existence  by  the  generating  pt  <^- 
er  of  corruption,  into  a  combined  phalanx  of  types  f^^ 
one  end  of  the  Union  to  the  other,  speaking  the  sane  7<>^ ' 
echoing  the  same  sentiments,  praising  or  denouncioi  > ' 
same  men  or  measures,  dependent,  and  living,  and  inotU!'* 
and  having  their  being,  in  the  same  fiat  of  executive  vu 
Better  that  the  laws  should  never  be  puldisbed,  like  iW 
of  Caligula,  so  that  the  people  should  never  read  iltf'^. 
than  that  the  press,  which  -  has  been  called  the  pall^iiu^ 
of  civil  liberty,  should  be  subsidized  and  conuptcd  '' 
should  be  the  organ  of  information — ^the  fountain  oimi-^^ 
gence ;  it  should  be  as  independent  as  trutht  as  tit?  ^* 
knowledge.  ♦♦The  freedom  of  the  press  ia  one  of  l' 
great  bulwarks  of  liberty,  and  can  never  be  rtstrainfii  ^^ 
by  despotic  OovemmenU."  The  most  hampering  i' 
straint  upon  it  is  that  imposed  by  party  pains  and  p^nalu^* 
These  views  were  urged  and  pressed  upon  your  coajwi- 
tee.  A  majority  replied  that  they  had  no  authority  If  f' 
amine,  and  there  was  no  necessity  to  inquire  into  the  «^'' 
acts  of  the  executive  officers ;  that  it  was  notorioiK  't:. 
the  present  executive  administration  did  distribute  -' 
patronage  to  presses  favorable  to  its  party  purposes ;  i^ " 
more  than  one  of  the  committee  was  ready  to  enter  «^j 
fiovit  to  the  charge  of  dismissing  one  press,  and  cslw^ 
ing  or  employing  another,  for  reason  of  their  polilic^ 
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rordingly,  the  amendment  to  the  first  resolution  was  offer- 
ed, to  insert  after  the  words  <<  agents  or  deputies'*  the 
words  <«  without  authority  o^Iaw,  if  any." 

Against  this  it  was  urged  that  the  amendment  changH 
and  restricted  the  inqair>k  almost  totally  ;  that  it  would  call 
on  the  heads  of  departments  to  criminate  themselves,  when 
properly  they  should  be  called  on  for  information  only, 
and  not  for  guilt;  and  that  the  committee  would  thereby 
make  them  the  judges  of  their  own  acts,  and  deprive  itself 
of  the  power  to  judge  for  itself,  if  they  chose  to  respond 
generally  "  not  guilty,"  without  reporting  simply  the 
facU.  The  amendment,  however,  was  carriml  by  the  votes 
of  six  members,  'friendly  to  the  administration.  Every 
form  of  amendment  was  offered  in  vain  to  counteract  the 
eflect  of  this  amendment,  as  the  journal  shows.  (8ee 
pageaS,  6,  7,  8.) 

The  second  resolution  embraced  a  subject  of  the  most 
vlt^l  importance.  An  officer  is  one  who  performs  public 
"service  and  receives  pay  or  emolument  from  the  Govcrn- 
mimt.  The  constitution  proscribes  the  mode  in  which  of- 
ficers shall  be  appointed.  The  principle  is  sacred  and  vital 
to  a  republic,  that  the  public  officers  their  pay  and  their 
duties,  shall  be  known  to  the  people  and  their  representa- 
tives, in  order  that  they  may  be  duly  responsible,  and  at  all 
times  amenable  to  them.  It  was  represented  to  the  com- 
mittee that  many  officers  or  agents  had  been  appointed, 
I'm  ployed,  and  paid,  by  the  Executive,  who  were  not 
known  to  the  constitution  and  the  laws,  and  whose  emolu- 
ments  were  not  appropriated  by  bills  before  they  were  em* 
ployed  and  paid  by  the  President,  without  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate  or  nomination,  and  without  the  ap- 
pointment of  such  officers  having  been  vested  in  the  Presi- 
dent  alune,  in  the  courts  of  law,  or  in  the  heads  of  depart- 
mcnlH.  There  is  said  and  lielieved  to  be  a  long  Hat  of  such 
officers  and  agents,  almost  as  numerous  as  tliose  legally 
appointed — such  as  commercial  agents,  special  commis- 
«<ioners  of  various  kinds,  with  a  large  compensation,  as 
in  the  case  of  those  to  settle  the  controversy  of  the  Michi- 
^m  and  Ohio  boundary  line,  and  innumerable  other  ageiits 
whose  pay  and  service  are  never  reported,  and  are  known 
only  to  the  Executive.  It  was  proposed  to  ascertain  the 
entire  li;rt  of  such  appointments  since  the  4th  of  March, 
IS29,  when  the  President  became  responsible  for  the  faith- 
ful execution  of  the  laws,  with  a  view  of  then  examining 
tlie  authority  of  law,  for  appointing,  employing,  and  pay- 
ins:,  any  ot  all  of  them.  To  this  resolution,  also,  a  similar 
amendment  was  proposed,  by  inserting  the  words,  **  if  any, 
'■ciihout  authority  of  law."  The  same  objections  were 
ur«ed  again  to  this  amendment  of  the  2d,  as  to  the 
>tincndment  of  the  1st.  On  the  one  hand,  it  called  upon 
the  President  and  heads  of  departments  to  criminate  them- 
M>Ivcs  ;  or,  on  the  other,  it  made  them  their  own  judges  of 
their  own  acts,  and  gave  them  the  opportunity  of  acquit- 
ting themselves.  These  objections  were  again  unavail- 
in?,  and  the  amendment  to  the  2d  resolution  also  was 
aJopted. 

After  these  and  various  other  amendments,  and  after 
adopting  an  additional  or  fifth  resolution,  by  a  vote  of  6  to 
'Zy  nhich  was  regarded  at  the  time  by  some  of  tlie  commit- 
U'o  as  intended  to  give  the  departments  an  opportunity, 
and  to  call  on  them  for  a  labored  defence  of  the  errors,  if 
any,  of  their  administration,  the  resolutions,  as  amended, 
were  adopted,  and  ordered  to  bo  communicated  acconling 
to  their  tenor. 

These  five  resolutions  were  adopted  on  Monday,  the 
23d  January.  On  Tuesday,  the  24th  of  January,  the 
th.iimian  of  the -committee  addressed  to  the  President  the 
following  letter  and  resolutions  enclosed  therein  : 

**  Wash  I  KOTO K,  January  24,  1837. 

**Sia:  I  am  ordered  by  the  select  committee  of  the 
Rou^e  ot   Representatives  appointed  to  inquire  hito  the 
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condition  of  the  various  executive  departments,  &c.,   to 
communicate  to  you  the  enclosed  resolutions. 
Respectfully,  Sc^. 

HENRY  A.  WISE,  Chairman. 
To  Andbew  JxcKsoir, 

President  of  the  United  Slates," 

The  following  arc  the  resolutions  enclosed  as  above : 
"2d.  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United'States 
be  requested,  and  the  heads  of  the  several  executive  de- 
partments be  directed,  to  furnish  this  committee  with  a  list 
or  lists  of  all  officers,  or  agents,  or  deputies,  who  have  been 
appointed,  or  employed  and  paid,  since  the  4lh  of  March, 
1829,  to  the  Ist  of  December  last,  (if  any,  without  au- 
thority of  law,  or  whose  names  are  not  contained  in  the 
last  printed  register  of  public  officers,  commonly  called  the 
*  Blue  Book,')  by  the  Presidenli  or  either  of  the  said  heads 
of  departmonts,  respectively,  and  without  nomination  to 
or  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
Slates ;  showing  the  names  of  such  officers,  or  agents,  or 
deputies ;  the  sums  paid  to  each ;  the  services  rendered  ; 
and  by  what  authority  ap^iointcd  and  paid  ;  and  what  rea- 
sons for  such  appointments. 

**  Resolved,  That  the  various  executive  officers,  in  re- 
plying to  the  foregoing  resolution,  be  requested,  at  the 
same  time,  to  furnish  a  statement  of  the  period  at  which 
any  innovations,  not  authorized  by  law,  (if  such  exist,) 
had  their  origin,  their  causes  and  the  necessity  which  has 
required  their  continuance." 

On  Friday,  tlie  27lh  of  January,  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  was  called  upon  by  Mr.  Mann  to  testify  as  a 
witness ;  and  the  following  question  was  propounded  to 
him,  to  wit : 

*<  Do  you,  of  your  own  knowledge,  know  of  any  act,  by 
either  of  the  heads  of  the  executive  departments,  which  is 
either  cormipt,  or  a  violation  of  their  official  duties  1" 

Another  member  of  the  House,  also,  the  honorable  John 
Bell,  had  been  called  on  as  a  witness  before  the  committee. 

The  chainnan  was  proceeding  to  answer,  when  the  pri- 
vate secretary  of  the  President  entered  the  committee- 
room,  and  presented  a  letter,  signed  by  tlie  President,  as 
follows : 

•<  Wasiiikctox  CiTT,  January  20,  1837. 

*<Sir:  I  received,  on  the  evening  of  the  24th  instant, 
your  letter,  covering  a  copy  of  certain  resolutions  purport- 
ing to  have  been  adopted  by  a  committee  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  of  which  you  are  chairman,  and  request 
that  you  will  lay  before  that  committee  this,  my  reply, 
which  I  hasten  to  make. 

(<  It  appears,  by  the  published  proceedings  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  that  the  committee  of  which  you  are 
chairman  wa«  appointed  on  your  motion.  The  re#olution 
offered  by  you,  and  finally  adopted  by  the  House,  raised  a 
direct  issue  with  that  part  of  my  annual  message  in  which 
I  held  the  following  language :  <  Before  concluding  this 
paper,  I  think  it  due  to  the  various  executive  departments 
to  bear  testimony  of  their  prosperous  condition,  and  to  the 
ability  and  integrity  with  which  they  have  been  conducted. 
It  has  been  my  aim  to  enforce,  in  all  of  them,  a  vigilant 
and  faithful  discharge  of  the  public  businesa ;  and  it  is  grat- 
ifying to  me  to  believe  that  there  is  no  just  cause  of  com- 
plaint, from  any  quarter,  at  the  manner  in  which  they  have 
fulfilled  the  object  of  their  creation.*  Your  resolution  is 
in  the  following  words:  ^Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the 
president's  message  as  relates  to  the  "  condition  of  the  va- 
rious executive  departments,  the  ability  and  integrity  with 
which  they  have  been  conducted,  the  vigilant  and  faithful 
discharge  of  the  public  business  in  all  of  them,  and  the  causes 
of  complaint,  from  any  quarter,  at  the  manner  in  which 
they  have  fulfilled  the  objects  of  their  creation,''  be  referred 
to  a  select  committee  to  consist  of  nine  members,  with  pow- 
er to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  with  instructions  to 
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inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  various  executive  depart- 
ments, the  ability  and  integrity  with  which  they  have  been 
conducted,  into  the  manner  in  which  the  public  business 
has  been  discharged  in  all  of  Hhem,  and  into  all  causes  of 
complaint,  from  any  quarter,  at  the  manner  in  which  said 
departments,  or  their  bureaus  or  ofHccs,  or  any  of  their 
officers,  or  agents,  of  every  description  whatever,  directly 
or  indirectly  connected  with  them  in  any  manner,  officially 
or  unofficially,  in  duties  pertaining  to  the  public  interest, 
have  fulfilled  or  failed  to  accomplish  the  objects  of  their 
creation,  or  have  violotcd  their  duties,  or  have  injured  and 
impaired  the  public  service  and  interest ;  and  that  said  com- 
mittee, in  its  inquiries,  may  refer  to  such  periods  of  time 
as  to  them  may  seem  expedient  and  proper.'     It  also  ap- 
pears, from  the  published  proceedings  of  the  House,  that 
&is  resolution  was  accompanied  and  supported  by  a  speech 
of  considerable  length,  in  which  you  preferred  many  severe 
.but  vague  charges  of  corruption  and  abuse  in  the  executive 
departments.     The  resolutions  adopted  by  the  committee, 
as  well  as  that  adopted  by  the  House  itself,   must  be  taken 
in  connexion  with  your  introductory  speech,  which  gives  a 
character  to  the  whole  proceeding.     When  thus  regarded, 
it  is  obvious  that,  by  the  resolution  of  the  House,  an  issue 
is  made  with  the  President  of  the  L'nitcd  States ;  as  he  had 
alleged,  in  his  annual  message,  that  the  beads  of  the  exec- 
utive departments  had  performed  their  official  duties  with 
ability  and  integrity.     In  your  speech  you  denied  this; 
you  charged  them  with  manifold  corruptions  and  abuses  of 
trust,  as  you  had  done  in  former  speeches,  to  which  you 
referred ;  and  you  demanded  an  investigation  through  the 
medium  of  a  committee.     Certain  other  members  of  Con- 
gress, as  appears  by  the  published  debates,  united  with  you 
in  these  accusations ;  and  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
their  truth  or  falsehood,  the  committee  you  demanded  was 
ordered  to  be  raised,  and  you  were  placed  at  its  head. 
The  first  proceeding  of  the  investigating  committee  is  to 
pass  a  series  of  resolutions,  which,  though  amended  in  their 
passage,  were,   as  understood,  introduced  by  you,  calling 
on  the  President  and  the  heads  of  the  departments — not  to 
answer  to  any  specific  charge ;  not  to  explain  any  alleged 
abuse ;  not  to  give  information  as  to  any  particular  transac- 
tion ;   but,  assuming  that  they  have  been  guilty  of  the 
charges  alleged,  calls  upon  them  to  furnish  evidence  against 
themselves  ! 

«  After  the  reiterated  charges  you  have  made,  it  was  to 
have  been  expected  that  you  would  have  been  prepared  to 
reduce  them  to  specifications,  and  that  the  committee  would 
then  proceed  to  investigate  the  matters  alleged.  But,  in- 
stead of  this,  you  resort  to  generalities  even  more  vague> 
than  your  original  accusations ;  and,  in  open  violation  of 
the  constitution,  and  of  that  well-established  and  wise 
maxim,  *  that  all  men  are  presumed  to  bo  ^innocent  until 
proven  guilty,^  according  to  the  established  rules  of  law, 
you  request  myself  and  the  heads  of  the  departments  to  be- 
come our  own  accusers,  and  to  furnish  the  evidence  to  con- 
vict ourselves ;  and  this  call  purports  to  be  founded  on  the 
authority  of  that  body  in  which  alone,  by  the  constitution, 
the  power  of  impeaching  us  is  vested !  The  heads  of  de- 
partments may  answer  such  a  request  as  they  please,  pro- 
vided they  do  not  withdraw  their  own  time,  and  that  of 
the  officers  under  their  direction,  from  the  public  business, 
to  the  injury  thereof.  To  that  business  I  shall  direct  them 
to  devote  themselves,  in  preference  to  any  illegal  and  un- 
constitutional call  for  information,  no  matter  from  what 
source  it  may  come,  or  however  anxious  they  may  be  to 
meet  it.  For  myself,  I  shall  repel  all  such  attempts  as  an 
invasion  of  the  principles  of  justice,  as  well  as  of  the  con- 
stitution ;  and  I  shall  esteem  it  my  sacred  duty  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  to  resist  them  as  I  would  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  Spanish  inquisition. 
^  **If,  after  all  the  severe  accusations  contained  in  the  va- 
rious speeches  of  yourself  and  your  associates,  you  are  un- 


willing of  your  own  accord  to  bring  specific  cbaTgea,  then 
I  request  your  coounittee  to  call  yourself  and  your  asso- 
ciates, and  every  other  member  of  Congress  who  has  made 
the  genera]  charge  of  corruption,  to  testify,  before  God  and 
our-  country,  whether  you  or  thty  know  of  any  spedir 
corruption  or  abuse  of  trust  in  the  executive  deputmcnts; 
and,  if  so,  what  it  is.  If  you  are  able  to  point  to  any  case 
where  there  is  the  slightest  reason  to  suspect  conuption  or 
abuse  of  trust,  no  obstacle  which  I  can  remove  ^laU  be  ia- 
terposed  to  prevent  the  fullest  scrutiny  by  all  legal  noeani. 
The  offices  of  all  the  departments  will  he  opened  to  y^m, 
and  every  proper  facili^  furnished  for  this  purpoae. 

**  I  hope,  sir,  we  shall  at  last  have  your  charges,  and  tbit 
you  will  proceed  to  investigate  them,  not  like  an  Inqutsitctf, 
but  in  the  accustomed  mode.     If  you  either  will  not  m^ke 
specific  accusations,  or  if,  when  made,  you  attempt  to  es- 
tablish them  by  making  freemen  their  own  accusers,  yen 
will  not  expect  me  to  countenance  your  prooeedtngs.    In 
the  short  period  which  remains  of  my  official  duty,  I  Aal 
endeavor,  as  I  have  heretofore  endeavored,  to  fuiiil  the  ob- 
ligations of  that  oath  of  office  by  which  I  engaged,  *  u>  ihr 
best  of  my  ability,  to  preserve,  protect,  and  defend,  Uie  odb- 
stitution  of  the  United  States ;'  and  for  this  and  other  rt:*- 
sons  of  the  most  solemn  character,  I  shall,  on  the  one  hani, 
cause  every  possible  facility  consistent  with  law  and  ju^cf 
to  be  given  to  investigation  of  specific,  tangible  charge . 
and,  on  the  other,  shall  repudiate  all  attempts  to  evade  th« 
just  rights  of  the  executive  departments,  and  of  the  icd. 
viduals  composing  the  same.     If,  after  all  your  damci, 
you  will  make  no  specific  charges,  tur  bring  no  proof  d 
such  as  shall  be  made,  you  and  your  associates  most  be  rr- 
gardcd  by  the  good  people  of  the  United  States  as  the  34. 
thors  of  unfounded  calumnies ;  and   the  public  scrvso:* 
whom  you  have  assailed  will,  in  the  estimation  of  all  tos^ 
orable  men,  stand  fully  acquitted. .. 

<  *  In  the  mean  time,  i  cannot  but  express  my  a«etonisbrerc: 
that  members  of  Congress  should  call  for  infornaation  a>  (;> 
the  names  of  persons  to  whom  contingent  monejs  are  psu^l 
and  the  objects  of  those  payments,  when  there  are  f.i 
standing  committees,  under  the  seventy-seventh  rule  it! 
the  House  of  Representatives,  whose  special  dnties  aie  i<^ 
examine  annually  into  all  the  details  of  those  expendituK-s 
in  each  of  the  executive  departments.  The  like  remaik  a 
applicable  to  some  other  branches  of  the  information  soo^bi 
by  you,  ample  details  in  respect  to  which  are  to  be  faaii^ 
in  the  reports  laid  before  Congress,  and  now  on  your  Ck-N 
and  to  which  T  recommend  you  to  have  recourse. 

I  am,  respectfully,  &c. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

To  the  Hon.  Hxnbt  A.  Wisa, 
Chairman  of  tke  Investigating  Committee  on  (he  ahvif 

and  frauds  of  the  executive  departments— churged  •" 


By  this  letter,  it  appears  that  the  President  had  bera  Jr-- 
tinctly  informed  of  the  proceedings  of  the  committee.  T.v 
chairman  remarked  upon  the  fact,  and  inquired  wb«iii<- 
any  member  of  the  committee  had  given  information  to  the 
President  of  its  proceedings.  The  Hon.  Abijah  Mann.  )' 
confessed  immediately  that  he  had  convened  with  ti- 
President  on  the  subject  of  its  proceedings,  and  wa«  irr 
mediately  put  under  examination,  upon  oath,  tn  relaiio- 
thereto. 

<*  First  question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Mann: 

<*  Will  you  please  to  sute  to  this  committee  all  to. 
know  respecting  conversations  held  with  the  President  .  ( 
the  United  States,  either  by  yourself  or  any  other  roemlc 
of  this  committee,  in  relation  to  the  pit>ceedings  ot'  ihi< 
committee,  the  resolution  communicated  to  him  by  \he 
chairman,  and  the  letter  from  him  of  this  morning  ? 

«*  Answer  by  Mr.  Mann  : 

•*  I  saw  the  President  of  the  United  States,  I  bchevc,  ol 
Tuesday  evening  of  this  week,  at  his  house ;  and,  in  %  ^3- 
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eral  convenation,  be  inqaired  from  me  what  progress  this 
committee  were  making  under  the  resolution  of  the  House 
or  Representatives  ;  and  I  informed  him  that  the  chairaian 
had  submitted  a  series  of  four  resolutions  of  a  broad  char- 
acter, Bi)  I  considered  them,  and  that  the  committee  had 
amended  them,  with  a  view,  as  I  believed,  of  limiting  them 
to  a  more  practical  and  definite  operation,  so  as  to  enable  those 
to  whom  they  were  addressed  to  give  answers  thereto  at  the 
present  session,  by  inserting  the  words  <  without  authority 
of  law*  in  some  of  said  resolutions,  as  words^f  limitation 
and  restriction. 

'*The  President  then  told  me  that  he  would,  in  proper 
time,  send  his  answer  to  this  committee,  afler  he  should 
receive  a  copy  of  the  resolutions.  This,  I  believe,  is  fully 
the  substance  of  the  conversation  to  which  I  have  referred. 
1  cannot  remember  the  words  used,  either  by  myself  or 
the  President.  The  President  told  me  that  he  would 
desire  this  committee  to  examine,  upon  oath,  such  gentle- 
nicQ  as,  had  charged  corruptions  and  abuses  against  the 
heads  of  the  executive  departments.'* 

The  minority  of  your  committee  cannot  but  remark  ful- 
ly upon  the  extraordinary  character  of  this  letter  from  the 
President,  and  of  the  proceedings  of  the  committee  in  obe* 
dience  to  its  request,  and  to  his  will  as  indicated  therein, 
*Qd  to  a  member  of  the  committee  in  conversation. 
Inougb  it  is  directed  to  Mr.  Wise,  as  chairman  of  the 
committee,  whose  organ  merely  he  was  in  communicating 
its  resolutions  calling  upon  ±o  President  officially  for  in- 
fonnation,  yet  it  addrasaes  itself  to  him  in  every  relation  of 
chairmati  of  a  committee^  of  representative  in  Congress, 
and  of  an  individual  man.  Without  stopping  to  com- 
ment upon  the  utter  impropriety  of  hii  not  discriminating 
At  all  between  these  relations,  so  essentially  different  and 
distinct,  further  than  simply  to  remark  that  this  is  the  first 
time  a  Chief  Magistrate,  in  officially  addressing  a  public 
Tonctionary,  haa  ever  lost  sight  of  the  officer  in  regarding 
the  individual  person  whom  he  addressed,  the  undersigned 
proceeds  at  once  to  show :  Thai  this  tetter  ia  an  official 
gumption  of  authority  by  the  Executive  over  the  proceed- 
{"S'  of  the  House  of  Repreaentativesy  and  over  the  proceed- 
'^nga  of  one  of  its  committees  /  that  it  is  an  official  attack 
^pon  the  privileges  of  members  of  both  Houses  of  Con- 
%rtf9 ;  and  that  tt  opposes  an  unauthorized  resistance  to 
^f^  jiist  powers  of  the  House  and  its  committee,  in  direct 
^tiiityto  inviolable  principles  necessary  to  the  adminis- 
^ation  of  a  free  Government. 

Your  committee  has  no  power  to  speak  of  its  personal  at- 
■ack  upon  individual  members. 

The  letter  is  official.     It  is  the  "beplt"  of  the  f^res- 
dent  of  the  United  States  to  a  letter  of  a  chairman  of  a 
ommttteCy  covering  a  copy  of  certain  resolutions />urpor/- 
ng  to  have  been  adopted  by  that  committee  of  the  House  of 
^presentatives.     The  letter  enclosing  the  resolutions  of 
tie  committee   was  signed  by  the  writer,  as  chairman. 
i'he  reply  of  the  President  is  signed  precisely  as  he  signed 
he  "last  annual  message,"  and  all  the  messages  sent  by 
im  to  Congress ;  and  was  directed  on  the  envelope,  and 
t  the  end  of  the  letter  itself,  on  the  inside,  to  tlie  chairman 
(  the  committee  ;  as  the  latter  direction,  in  the  point  and 
unctuation  of  passion  itself,  will  emphatically  show.     It 
eque«ts  the  chairman  to  lay  it  before  the  committee,  and 
le  coDimittee  placed  it  upon  its  journal  as  an  official 
'immunicatitm.  from  the  Executive,  to  be  reported  to  the 

In  thin  official  letter  the  President  assumes  authority 
rer  the  proctedinga  of  the  House.  In  the  first  place,  he 
lerein  assumes  to  supervise  those  proceedings  He  says 
ii»  committee  was  appointed  on  the  motion  of  its  chairman, 
^'liat  authority  has  the  President  for  noticing,  what  nc- 
!ssity  has  bo  for  inquiring,  on  whose  motion  a  committee 
'  the  House  is  appointed  1 

That  the  House  had  the  power  to  appoint  this  commit- 


tee, no  one  will  deny ;  that  any  member  had  the  right  to 
move  for  its  appointment,  it  was  once  thought  no  one  would 
oppose ;  and  that  the  motion  for  its  appointment  by  one 
instead  of  another  member  constituted  any  part  of  its  ille- 
gality or  impropriety,  was  never  ima^ned  before,  though 
now  wc  know  its  paternity  constitutes  its  odium  to  the 
President.  Now  we  have  evidence  that  the  President  of 
the  United  States  has  not  confined  his  consideration  to  the 
restilts  of  the  proceedings  of  Congress,  or  of  either  House ; 
but  he  assumes  to  look  behind  those  results,  and  to  super** 
vise  and  consider  what  each  House,  for  itself  alone,  by  the 
constitution,  has  power  to  determine— Me  proceedings  by 
which  it  arrived  at  those  results.  He  has  not  looked  at 
the  resolution  merely  of  the  House,  but  to  its  mover  and 
its  advocates,  and  their  speeches  on  the  fl«)or.  He  has  in- 
terpreted it,  not  by  its  own  words,  its  own  declared  sense — 
has  expounded  it,  not  by  counter- propositions  which  fail- 
ed, by  substitutes  which  were  refused,  or  by  amendments 
which  were  rejected ;  but  by  speeches  made  at  the  time, 
and  other  speeches  at  different  times  referred  to,,  and  those 
entirely  on  one  side  only  of  the  question  discussed.  How 
improper  it  is,  and  to  what  pernicious  consequences  it  may 
lead,  for  the  Executive  thus  to  look  beyond  the  order,  the 
resolution,  or  the  vote  of  either  House,  or  both,  the  nation 
may  clearly  infer  from  how  unfortunate  it  has  been  that  a 
particular  member  was  the  mover  for  the  appointment  of 
this  committee  in  this  instance,  and  that  the  resolution  from 
which  it  derived  its  duties  and  its  powers  was  advocated  by 
him  and  his  « associates." 

Again:  The  President  assumes  to  control sa  well  as  to 
supervise  the  proceedings  of  the  House. 

What  did  the  House  do,  and  what  did  it  refuse  to  do  ? 
It  referred  a  part  of  the  "last  annual  message**  to  a  select 
committee,  with  powia  to  sijcd  fob  persons  awd  pa- 
pxas,  and  with  iNSTnrcTioirs  to  iNarias  ihto  the 
coxDiTiosr  of  the  various  executive  departments,  dec. 
Whilst  the  resolution  proposing  this  inquiry  was  pending, 
an  amendment  was  offered  by  Mr.  Pearce,  of  Rhode  Island, 
to  instruct  the  committee  to  inquire  only  into  such  speci- 
fic causes  of  complaint  as  might  be  alleged  against  the  in- 
tegrity of  tho  administration. 

The  conflicting  propositions — the  one  to  inquire  simply 
whether  the  covditiok  of  the  dbpabtmestb  was  goocf 
or  bad,  the  other  to  examine  into  the  truth  or  falseliood  of 
specific  charges  which  might  be  alleged — ^werc  fully  dis- 
cussed in 'the  House  of  Representatives.  On  the  one 
hand,  it  was  contended  by  the  mover  of  the  resolution 
which  finally  prevailed,  and  by  his  *' associates"  who  ad- 
vocated its  passage,  that  there  -was  reason  to  believe  the 
administration  of  the  Government  was  corrupt,  and  the  ex- 
ecutive departments  to  be  in  the  worst  condition.  But 
whether  corrupt  or  not,  and  whether  that  condition  was 
good  or  bad,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  at  all  times  when  called  on,  to  ivquiBE  into  the 
condition  op  the  Goterhxeht. 

«  That  this  Government  was  instituted  for  the  common 
benefit,  protection,  and  security  of  the  people ;  that  its  form 
was  adopted  as  one  most  effectually  sBcuREnAOAivsT  the 
SAKCER  OF  MALEADMiif iSTRATioH ;  that  all  powor  is  vest- 
ed in,  and  consequently  derived  from,  the  people ;  that 

MAUISTRATSS  ARE   THEIR  TRCSTEES  AITD  8ERTASTS,  AlTD 
AT    ALL.  TIWES    AMEVABLE    TO    THEM."      That    if  lieithcr 

House  of  Congress  could  nor  would  inquire  into  the  official 
conduct  and  administration  of  executive  officers,  the  people, 
who  could  not  inquire  in  their  aggregated  or  conventional 
capAcity ;  and  the  States,  which  cannot,  from  their  own 
organization  and  that  of  the  Federal  Government,  institute 
inquiries  at  all  efficiently,  could  never  be  informed  of  the 
official  conduct  of  their  federal  officers;  and  these  officers 
would,  in  effect,  become  irresponsible,  firom  their  acts,  ex- 
cept such  as  they  might  of  themselves  disclose,  being  un- 
known. 
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In  addition  to  this  general  reason  founded  upon  the 
right  of  the  people  and  of  the  States  to  know  the  true  con- 
dition of  their  Federal  Government,  and  the  actings  and 
doings  of  its  officers,  and  upon  the  duty  of  the  representa- 
tives of  both  the  people  and  the  States  to  report  to  them 
upon  that  condition  of  Government,  and  official  conduct  of 
public  oncers,  the  constitution  expressly  and  imperatively 
declares  the  President  «  shall,  from  time  to  time,  give  to 
the  Congress  information  of  the  stats  of  tmx  Uhioit  ;*' 
and  thence  it  is  clearly  implied  that  the  Congress  has  ths 
BIGHT  TO  CALL  upon  the  Chief  Magistrate  for  information 
of  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Not  only  so,  but  the  constitution  makes  the  President, 
Vice  President,  and  all  civil  officers  of  the  United  States, 
REMOTABLE  FBOM  OFFICE  oiT  IMPEACHMENT  ;  and  it  de- 
clares that  the  House  of  Repressittatitkb  shall  have  the 

SOLE  POWER    OF    IMPEACHMENT.       HoW    COUld    the  HoUSC 

ever  know  whether  the  President,  Vice  Prebident  or  any 
civil  officer  of  the  United  States,  deserved  to  be  impeach- 
ed, without  inquiring  into  their  conduct,  and  knowing  its 
merits  and  demerits  1  How  could  the  House  ever  know 
whetlier  the  President  had  obeyed  the  solemn  injunction  of 
the  constitution,  **to  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faith- 
fully executed/'  that  clause  upon  which  the  President  has 
been  wont  to  rely  for  the  exercise  of  so  many  extraordina- 
ry powers,  WITHOUT  ixaviRiNo  HOW  hc  had  discharged 
that  important  duty  1 

Further:  **The  Cokoress  shall  have  power  to 
dispose  of,  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  re- 

SPECTIRO,  THE  TEORITORT  OR  OTHER  PROPERTY  DELOKG- 

iNo  TO  THE  United  States."  And  how  shall  it  know 
what   rules    and  regulations   are   necessary  to  protect 

THE  PUBLIC  LARDS,  THE  PUBLIC  MONEY,  UUlesS  it  pOSSeS- 

sp^  the  means  of  acquiring  the  information  necessary,  it 
may  be,  to  protect  them  from  the  abuses  and  corruption  of 
executive  officers  to  whom  are  confideil  their  sales  and  their 
E>afe-keeping  1  Huw  shall  'the  House  ever  know  without 
inquiry  1 

In  reply  to  all  this,  it  was  urged  that  there  was  no  ne- 
cessity for  the  resolution,  because  the  standing  rules 
of  the  House  prescribing  the  jurisdiction  of  committees  al- 
ready required  the  very  inquiries  proposed  by  the  resolu- 
tion to  be  instituted ;  that  the  resolution  took  cognizance 
of  all  kinds  of  complaints  from  all  avARTERS,  and  there 
would  be  no  end  to  the  investigation ;  that  there  was  no 
constitutional  power  in  the  House  to  institute  gen- 
eral inquiries ;  that  such  a  power  existed  alone  in  the  Ex- 
ecutive as  to  the  departments ;  that  it  was  unusual  to  insti- 
tute inquiries  into  the  condition  of  the  executive  departs 
ments  just  as  a  President  was  about  to  retire  from  oflice  ; 
and  that  the  resolution  iQipugned  the  veracity  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  the  integrity  of  him  and  his  subordinate  ofikers. 
Such  were  the  arguments  urged  against  the  resolution,  and 
in  favor  of  the  amendment. 

These  arguments  were  met  by  contending  that  the  rcso  ■ 
lution  did  not  authorize  the  committee  appointed  under  it  to 
TRY  any  officer  of  any  department,  on  any  charge  what- 
ever. Impeachment  in  the  House  rather  corresponded  with 
indieiment  at  common  law  in  the  courts.  Impeachment 
must  be  gpeeifie.  But  a  resolution  of  inquiry  was  not  an 
impeachment  /  and,  so  far  from  implying  even  a  charge, 
it  imported,  **ex  vi  termini,"  a  want  of  knowledge  upon 
which  to  found  a  charge  or  specification,  ft  did  not  even 
necessarily  imply  an  investigation /or  the  purpose  of  find- 
ing grounds  for  a  charge.  Inquiry  sought  properly  for  a 
good  condition,  and  a  faithful  conduct  of  public  officers ; 
and  only  exposed  a  bad  condition  and  corrupt  conduct,  if 
such  should  be  found  on  due  and  fair  investigation.  And 
in  thu  consisted  the  distinction  between  inquiry  and  inqui- 
sition. Inquisition  seeks  for  the  criminal  motives  and  con- 
duct of  private  individuals  in  their  private  affairs,  and  of- 
ten extorts  confession  of  guilt  from  pain,  where  there  is  no 


crime.  Inquiry  into  the  condition  and  conduct  of  puhlk 
affiiirs  is  a  right  of  legislators.  Inquisition  into  the  condi- 
tion and  conduct  of  private  affiiirs  is  no  ric^t,  even  of 
the  sovereign  power.  Inquisition  would  violate  tbc  4tii 
article  of  the  amendments  of  the  constitution.  The  reso- 
lution of  inquiry  did  not  invade  the  security  of  these  rigbt-s 
as  was  urged  by  those  in  favor  of  the  RmendiDent  proposed. 
That  article  reads :  <  *  The  rights  of  the  people  to  be  Hcttn 
in  their  persons,  houses,  papers,  and  efiiects,  against  un- 
reasonable scareltes  and  seizures,  shall  not  be  violated." 

This  right  is  the  right  of  the  people.  Are  the  exocoute 
departments  and  their  officers  the  people !  They  belong 
to  the  people  ;  though  the  history  of  Govemmenti  proves 
too  sadly  that,  without  constant  vigilance  and  strict  ssptf* 
intendence  over  them  by  the  people  or  by  their  represeots- 
tives,  the  people  soon  become  to  belong  to  them  /  "  To  be 
secure  in  their  persons  houses,  papers,  and  ^ect$/'  Ar^ 
the  departments  the  private  houses,  papers,  and  elTedk  ci 
the  executive  officers? 

Had  these  officer^  the  right  to  be  secure  in  thero  ftom  a'' 
inquiry  ?  It  was  thought  that  they  were  mere  truiim  v^A 
servants,  who  might  be  called  on  at  any  time  to  give  ac 
account  of  their  stewardship.  The  inquiry  propoFrd  b; 
the  resolution  was  not  deemed  unreasonable. 

What  were  the  standing  rtiles  of  the  House  1  The  yS 
rule  made  it  the  duty  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mfff- 
**  to  examine  into  the  state  of  the  several  executive  depart- 
ments, 6re.,  and  to  report,  from  time  to  time,  such  \«o\\f 
ions  and  arrangements  as  may  be  necessary  to  add  to  ib? 
economy  of  the  departments  and  the  accountability  ofi¥^ 
officers."  The  65th  rule  made  it  the  duty  of  the  Cumnut- 
tee  on  Public  Bxponditures  to  examino  into  the  bUt^  <  > 
the  several  public  departments,  ^c.  The  77th  rule  mak' 
it  the  duty  of  the  Committees  on  Public  Accounts  k- 
spcctively,  to  examine  into  the  state  of  the  accounts,  i^'* » 
submitted  to  them,  and  to  report  particulaHy — 

*•  Whether  the  expenditures  of  the  respective  dqff'- 
raents  are  justified  by  law.  Whether  the  claims  from  ut'^ 
to  time  satisfied  and  discharged  by  the  respective  de^r* 
ments  aro  supported  by  sufficient  vouchers  establisiun^ihci 
justness  both  as  to  their  character  and  amount. 

•*  Whether  such  claims  have  been  discharged  ouloffttf'^ 
appropriated  therefor;  and  whether  all  moneys  have  b^ti 
disbursed  in  conformity  with  appropriation  Isws;  tf^ 
whether  any,  and  what,  provisions  are  necessan  to  ^* 
adopted,  to  provide  more  perfectly  for  the  proper  applies 
tion  of  public  moneys,  and  to  secure  the  Govenuaeot  &or 
demands  unjust  in  their  character,  or  extravagant  in  ^^ 
amount. 

'*  And  it  shall  be,  moreover,  the  duty  of  the  aid  <^"°^'' 
tees  to  report,  from  time  to  time,  whether  any,  and  *b>^ 
retrenchment  can  be  made  in  the  expenditures  of  the  sev- 
eral departments,  without  detriment  to  the  public  i^^ 
whether  any,  and  what,  abuses  at  any  time  exist  in  t> 
failure  to  enforce  the  payment  of  moneys  which  may  be  <b 
to  the  United  States  from  public  defaulters  or  others:  ^'^ 
to  report,  from  time  to  time,  such  provisions  and  aTnor| 
ments  as  may  be  necessary  to  add  to  the  economy  of  '^ 
ff£vera/ departments,  and  the  accountability  of  their  oficp^ 
Such  were  some  of  tlie  .rules,  the  standing  lules  oi  II. 
House ;  and  they  are  quoted  to  show  the  neckssitt  ^ 
the  PRECEDENT  for  general  and  searching  inquiry.    Tl- 
second  argument  was  inconsistent  with  the  first,  that  i'- 
resolution  of  inquiry  should  specify  charges.    In  ••;'j^ 
standing  rules  were  committees  of  inquiry  institated  wi"'' 
out  oath  or  affirmation,  or  notice  or  specification  ofchai^** 
If  the  resolution  of  the  House  was  inquisitorial,  these  n." 
were,  and  had  been,   from  the  eariiest  period  of  the  ^^' 
ence  of  the  House  itself,  stanoino  inq.uisitio>s  !  Tb^^ 
was  the  duty  enjoined  to  examine  into  the  state  ol  '>  • 
several  ekecutive  departments.     There  was  a  s«rc° 
ant  and  whatever  abuses  might  be  found  to  exi«*,  ^-  * 
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report  of  tliem  required.  Was  it  ever  dreamed  before  that 
these  standing  rules  were  inquisitorial  ?  No !  They  were 
ttic  institations  of  wise  and  jealous  patriots,  to  insure  that 
"eternal  rigilance'*  which  is  the  price  of  liberty  ! 

To  the  argument  that  there  was  no  necessity,  however, 
far  the  resolation  of  inquiry  whilst  these  rules  remained,  it 
was  urged  that,  though  these  rules  instituted  precisely  the 
tiame  kind  of  inquiry  as  did  the  resolution,  and  with  no 
more  specification  or  intimation,  even  of  charges,  yet  they 
were  not  so  comprehensive  or  extensive.  They  related  to 
the  state  of  the  several  public  dxpirtxsnts  only.  The 
resolution  proposed  to  reach  acts  and  proceedings  of  officers 
not  to  be  found  in  the  napiBTMEirTS — such  acts  as  have 
been  kept  from  the  record.  The  resolution  was  intended 
to  reach  agents  in  fact  who  were  not  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  form — to  ascertain  the  public  duties  performed  by 
persons  not  known  to  the  laws,  and  not  responsible  at  all 
for  any  duty,  by  bond  or  otherwise— to  find  out  by  whom 
tbese  duties  had  been  performed,  by  whose  order,  how  per- 
fonned,  for  what  compensation,  and  by  whom  paid. 

The  duties  of  these  committees  related  particularly  to 
ippropriationii  only,  to  the  conformity  of  disbursements 
ft'itii  the  laws,  and  to  subjects  of  economy  and  expenditure. 
Vhoy  did  not  embrace  fully  the  delicate  subject  of  com- 
Qon  honesty  auid  purity  in  the  administration^  of  the  Gov- 
irnment. 

But  the  truth  was,  these  committees  never  bad  porform- 
li  the  duties  assigned  to  them.  Some  of  the  Committees 
ni  Public  Accounts  had  failed  to  sit  or  act  at  all.  They 
lad  generally  lieen  composed  of  very  g^ood  friends  of  the 
['resident  and  the  administration,  and  generally  had  shown 
heir  full  confidence  in  both,  by  holding  neiUier  account- 
>b!c  to  tliemselvc^s  or  to  others.  It  was  true  one  member 
»f  one  of  these  committees  bad,  during  the  last  winter,  ex- 
K>s€d  some  astonishing  items,  in  tlie  accounts  of  the  De- 
>artment  of  8tatc  particularly  ;  but,  with  the  exception  of 
HE  Ubofs,  the  country  had  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  no  ef- 
icient  superintendence  over  public  expenditures  whal^ 
ver. 

In  answer  to  the  third  objection,  it  was  replied  that  the 
p&olution  was  no  broader  than  the  President's  own  mes- 
age,  and  used  its  own  language  for  the  greater  part.  It 
'W  shown  that,  though  more  extended,  it  was  quite  asspe- 
ific  as  any  resolutions  of  inquiry  which  had  ever  preceded 
For  example,  what  was  the  resolution  under  which 
le  celebrated  Post  Ofiice  Committee,  which  exposed  such 
lupendous  fraud,  corruption,  and  maleadministration,  was 
ppointed  1 

*'  Mr.  Connor,  by  leave,  submitted,  June  26,  1834,  the 
>ilowing  resolution : 

"  Re^ohsedt  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  examine 
le  condUitm  and  proceedings  of  the  Fosi  Office  Depari- 
>en/,  with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,"  iScc. 

What  could  be  more  general  and  indefinite  ?  PCot  to 
iote  further  precedents  from  the  journals  of  Congress, 
hich  in  some  sense  might  be  extended  ex  parte,  and  in 
vor  of  its  own  power,  an  executive  authority  on  the  point 
SK  cited — an  authority  which,  with  the  President,  should 
ive  had  the  greatest  possible  weight,  not  only  because  it 
3s  his  own,  but  because  it  was  his  when  just  "fresh  from 
te  people,'*  who  had  just  triumphed  in  a  severe  struggle 
ith  officers  who  were  accused  in  their  places  with  being 
>rrupt,  and  whose  abuses  the  President  was  elected  to  re- 
rm,  and  pledged  himself  to  reform.     In  his^r«^  message 

Congress,  in  December,  1829,  the  present  Chief  Magis- 
iite  himself  \i€i\ii  this  strong  republican  language  : 

*•  In  connexion  with  this  subject,"  [frauds  on  thi  Treas- 
YA]  "i  invite  the  attention  of  Congress  to  a  general  and 
mute  inquiry  into  the  condition  of  the  Government,  with 
view  to  ascertain  what  ofiices  could  be  dispensed  with, 
hat  expenses  retrenched,  and  what  improvements  may  be 
ade  in  the  organization  of  its  various  parts,  to  secure  the 


proper  responsibility  of  public  agents,  and  promote  effi- 
cicfici/  and  justice  in  all  its  operations,^* 

If  this  iNViTATi02r  was  meant  sincerklt,  why  now 
the  President's  opposition  toa  "  general  and  minute  inqui- 
ry," when  his  recommendation  has  never  been  pursued, 
without  a  specific  bill  of  impeachment  first  laid,  which  could 
not  posftbly  be  found  without  a  previous  inquiry  for  facts  1 
Have  the  uses  and  abuses  of  power  changed  his  opinions, 
or  is  it  because  he  himself  is  now  implicated  1 

One  of  the  very  objects  of  a  resolution  of  inquiry  may  bo 
to  ascertain  and  establish  facts  upon  which  to  found  spe- 
cific charges.  If  members  knew  already,  there  would  be  no 
necessity  to  inquire.  A  member  might  know,  generally, 
that  particular  information  was  within,  the  knowledge  of  a 
certain  witness ;  that  witness  might  be  an  executive  officer. 
What  authority  would  the  member  alone  have  to  compel 
that  witness  to  disclose  to  him  facts,  circumstances,  partic- 
ulars of  time,  place,  and  sums-r^very  article  of  narration 
necessary  to  constitute  a  specific  charge  ?  If  the  charge 
should  be  inaccurately  laid,  the  probata  would  not  ageee 
with  tlie  allegata,  and  the  evidence  would  bo  excluded, 
though  it  might  show  the  deepest  guilt  in  some  other  crime 
or  misdemeanor  than  that  charged  in  the  specification. 
Such  mode  of  inquiry  upon  specific  complaints  only  would 
be  but  a  trap  for  honest  inquirers  for  the  truth  of  good  or 
bad  administratiou.  Who  best  know  the  facts  which  would 
constitute  the  guilt  of  executive  officers,  superior  or  uiferior  1 
The  best  witnesses  are  executive  officers  themselves — 
witnesses  who  now  dare  not  s{>eak — whose  mouths  arc 
stopped  by  the  hard  necessity  for  bread — whose  lips  are 
hermetically  scaled  by  an  arbitrary  proscription ! 

The  amendment  proposed  to  the  resolution  of  the  House, 
so,  far  from  inviting  or  challenging  any  one  to  bring  forward 
specific  charges  and  proof,  would,  under  all  the  pains  and 
penalties  of  removal  from  office,  and  of  persecution,  after 
removal,  in  the  sanctuary  of  private  life,  ever  have  fob  bio- 
DKW  the  BKST -IN formed  witnf.hs  of  the  truth  to  speak. 

•*  SrXAK  IF  TOU  DAttE  !"      **  ACCUSB  IF  TOU  DAHK  !'*  WOUld 

have  been  its  language,  in  tones  not  to  be  misunderstood  by 
any  dependent  on  executive  patronage. 

The  resolution  referred  to  all  time.     True;  but  the 
amendment  proposed  gave  no  time.     A  long  session  might 
be  spent  in  threading  a  dark  labyrinth  for  facts  on  which 
to  found  a  specific  complaint,  when  "a  general  and  mi- 
nute inquiry"  would  at  once  reveal  many  facts,  and  the 
witnesses  be  compelled  to  speak,  and  possibly  be  protected 
from  proscription  by  the  mandate  of  a  summons  and  the  so- 
lemnity of  an  oath.  They  might  not  then  be  excu0ed,even  iii 
these  times,  for  telling  the  whole  truth  in  its  proper  garb. 
The  power  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  Government 
was  proved  to  be  in  Congress,  or  nowhere  under  the  con- 
stitution.    The  power  to  inquire  into  crimes  of  pniVATE 
individuals,  even  against  the  laws  and  treaties  of  the  Uni- 
ted  States,  ffxists  in  every  branch  of  the  Government. 
Whence  derived  the  Executive  the  powers  to  ferret  out 
who  burnt  the  Treasury  buildings,,  and  to  reward  the  ac- 
tive, energetic  citizen,  whose  sagacity  and  perseverance  ap- 
prehended the  incendiary  ?     Whence  derived  the   Prcsi- 
dent  the  authority  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  Semi- 
nole and  Creek  wars,  and  into  the  frauds  of  officers  and  in- 
dividuals in  purchasing  Indian  reservations  ?     The  power 
and  the  duty  of  every  branch  of  Government  to  inquire 
generally  and  minutely  was  never  before  doubted  or  denied 
in  the  history  of  this  Government.     If  half  the  zeal  and  ac- 
tivity to  prevent  and  detect  frauds,  to  ascertain  and  arres^t 
the  causes  of  Indian  hostilities,  or  to  prosecute  Indian  wars, 
i  had  been  employed,  that  have  been  systematically  exerted 
I  to  ixauiBE  into  the  political  opinions  of  men,  the  frontiers 
'  would  not  now  be  ravaged  by  savage  massacres,  the  nation- 
!  al  honor  would  not  have  been  tarnished,  the  national  arms 
I  not  disgraced,  and  the  Government  would  not  now  be  de- 
\  caying  with  corruption  and  groaning  under  oppression. 
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The  objection  to  the  resolution,  that  it  had  not  been  in- 
troduced  until  the  President  was  about  to  retire  from  of- 
fice, was  not  correct,  either  in  fact  or  princple;  that  reso- 
lution, in  substance,  had  not  been  delayed  until  he  was 
about  to  retire ;  an  attempt  had  been  repeatedly,  but  un- 
successfully, made  to  call  upon  him  and  his  subordinates  for 
due  accountability  the  session  before  the  present.  But  if 
not,  it  was  thought  that  the  very  time  to  settle  the  accounts 
with  the  public  servant  was  when  they  were  about  to  leave 
public  employment.  Was  it  forgotten  how  rigidly  and  un- 
sparingly the  administration  of  his  predecessor  had  been 
held  accountable  by  Congress  ?  An  able  examination  of 
laborious  search,  then  made,  found  nothing  compared  with 
the  stupendous  frauds,  the  magnificent  abuses,  the  foul 
corruption,  the  secret  guilt,  the  ojten  and  unblushing  prof- 
ligacy and  extravagance,  which  are  alleged  now  to  despoil 
our  Government  and  to  disgrace  its  administration. 

In  answer  to  the  objection,  that  the  resolution  would  im- 
pugn the  veracity  and  integrity  of  the  President  and  heads 
of  departments,  it  was  replied  that  such  might  be  its  ef- 
fect ;  but  such  was  the  argument  of  vassals  in> respect  to  an 
autocrat  That  the  resolution  was  not  to  try  the  truth  of! 
ircusATioNs  on  the  one  hand,  or  of  sBLF-AcauiTTALs  on 
tbc  other;  it  was  simply  to  iNauiBE.  Butif  it  did  thus 
impugn  the  Executive,  so  did  the  standi irc  rules  of  the 
House,  and  so  did  every  guarantee  and  security  which  had 
ever  been  provided  against  the  danger  of  malcadministra- 
tion.  That  it  was  the  duty  of  freemen  not  to  trust,  impli- 
citly and  ignorantly,  every  thing  to  rulers.  And  were  the 
representatives  to  fail  or  falter  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duty  because  the  President,  or  any  thing  that  was  his, 
stood  in  the  way  1  There  was  no  such  thing  as  **8ean~ 
dalum  magnaium^  in  this  Government  True,  members 
were  warned  that  heavy  penalties  and  curses  of  public 
odium  would  be  heaped  on  them  in  conflict  with  a  popular 
Chief  Magistrate,  whose  frown  has  heretofore  withered 
and  blasted  most  men  who  have  dared  to  incur  his  displeas- 
ure ;  but  witli  those  who  dared  to  do  their  duty,  without 
fear,  favor,  or  affection,  their  sense  of  duty  was  stronger 
than  their  fear  or  their  veneration  for  any  man  or  any 
name ;  they  were  ronsoled  with  the  virtuous  reflection  that 
they  who  deskrted  ignominy  and  reproach  were  hot 
TaoRE  who  honestly  sought  for  purity  in  the  administration 
of  the  Government  which  cannot  live  without  it,  but  rath- 
cr  they  who  seek  to  conceal  the  corruption  which  is  gnaw- 
ing on  its  vitals. 

Upon  this  discussion,  the  House  of  Representatives  re- 
jected the  amendment  requiring  specific  charges,  and  there- 
by declared  that  such  should  vqt  be  required  before  *'  gen- 
eral and  minute  inquiry. '*  The  President  has  said,  indirect 
contradiction  to  this,  that  he  will  bepel  all  inquiry  as  he 
would  the  establishment  of  a  Spanish  T^atriainoir,  un- 
less charges  specific  and  tangible  are  made. 

The  House  has  declared  that  a  member  shall  not  lie  re- 
quired to  prefer  an  accusation  before  he  inquires  into 
the  condition  of  Government ;  the  President  declares  he 
sliall  l)e  so  required:  and,  if  he  does  not  prefer  charges,  or 
prove  them  when  made,  he  denounces  him  and  his  asso* 
elates  as  the  authors  of  unfounded  calumnies. 

The  House  declared  Uiat  inquiry  should  not  be  convert- 
ed into  impeachment;  the  President  declares  that  the 
House  shall  not  inquire  unless  it  does  impeach. 

The  House  declared  this  committee  to  be  j^eckssart  and 
puopKR ;  the  President  has  denounced  it,  in  eflbct,  to  be  ! 

L'N'NECESSARY  and  IMPROPER. 

The  House  has  said  that  the  committee  shall  have  pow- 
er to  send  for  persons  and  papers ;  the  President  has  said 
that  the  heads  of  departments  shall  devQte  themselves  to 
their  public  business  in  preference  to  any  calls  for  infor- 
mation, which  he  was  pleased  to  denounce  as  illegal  and 
unconstitutional. 

But  the  President  has  assumed  not  only  to  supervise  and 


control  the  proceedings  of  the  House ;  he  has  directly  as- 
sumed to  supervise,  and  has  actually  controlled,  the  pro- 
ceedings of  its  committee.  His  letter  clearly  disclosei  thai 
he  had  been  informed  by  some  one,  necesttril;  a  membef 
of  the  committee  too,  that  it^firgl  proceeding  was  iop'-ki 
a  aeries  of  resoluUotu  :  that  they  wen  tntroductd  %  ^^ 
chairman  ;  and  thai  they  were  amended  in  a  particclsr 
manner  in  their  passage.  It  was  believed  that  a  fijstrm  of 
espionage  was  in  operation  in  this  metropolis,  and  b^^a 
to  be  felt  throughout  every  precinct  of  power  in  the  Idad; 
but  it  was  not  imagined  that  a  member  of  Congrec  oa  -t 
committee  would  regularly  report  its  proceedings  to  lb; 
President  without  license  to  dio  so.  lliat  member  of  ib 
committee  was  immediately  put  upon  -bis  oath,  and  tea.- 
fled  that  the  President  inquired  of  him  for  informatioD  n- 
specting  the  proceedings  of  the  committee.  If  be  hat)  t;)li 
the  Chief  Magistrate  ot  all  the  proceedings  ss  particaiHf 
as  he  did  of  some  of  the  facts,  he  would  have  informal  ^ 
that  the  resolutions,  which  Uie  chairman  introduced  to  tlK 
committee,  were  in  nowise  obnoxious  to  the  Prechlctt « 
objections ;  he  would  have  told  him  that  the  chairman  y.^ 
posed  not  to  inquire  whether  he  had  done  any  act  "it''^- 
out  authority  of  law  ;''  that  he  asked  not  the  Prwidentta 
furnish  evidence  against  himself,  and  imputed  to  \m  d*} 
guilt  The  resolution  sent  to  the  President,  as  original  ^ 
prepared,  called  for  the  evidence  only  of  the  public  ne^-i, 
that  of  itself  it  was  known,  would  convict  him,  if  guii'! 
What  imputation  of  guilt  was  there  in  that  lesolutiuc' 
Did  it  not  call  for  information  as  to  « particular  traii^- 
tions  ?"  Did  it  ask  the  President  to  convict  hinuelf  oi^ 
than  he  was  already  convicted  by  the  rbcobd  1 

The  President's  own  friends,  he  should  have  been  Ici'l. 
interpolated  the  odious  words  "if  any,  without  authtH't.^ 
of  law,"  against  the  content  of  the  mover  and  his  "v^" 
ciates. "  The  very  informer  who  rendered  theae  resoloticw 
odious  to  the  Presideht,  by  telling  him  they  were  int^- 
duced  by  the  chairman,  should  also  have  told  him  tbati^ 
words  which  impute  to  him  guilt,  and  which  aA  hitat? 
furnish  evidence  against  himself,  wsbe  iVTROSiriP  »i 

THE  IRFORHER  HIXSXLF. 

The  resolution  merely  called  for  an  account  of  o^ 
acts,  a9  evidenced  by  the  publio  record,  which  every  oei- 
cer  is  bound  to  exhibit  when  called  for  by  competent  Jfl- 
thority  ;  the  amendment  called  on  that  oflioer  himsfl|  i^ 
pick  therefrom  the  evidence  alone  which  would  convict  3>r 
of  violation  of  law.  The  object  of  this  amendmcni  im/ 
have  been  to  render  the  resolution  isphop"'  ^^ 
the  mover  of  it  may  have  acted  under  instructiow  todo^' 
The  undersigned  will  not  affirm  this  to  be  so.  But  i>  i;^ 
intention  was  not  to  put  the  committee  in  the  wn»gi  ^ 
order  that  the  President  might  obtain  an  advantage  u^er^j' 
by  having  it  fully  in  his  power  to  denounce  its  pf^' 
ings,  it  certainly  was  thought  to  be  the  intention  of^< 
President's  friends,  and  it  is  but  justice  to  Uieir  kindJeei- 
ings  towards  him  to  say  so,  to  limit  the  call  as  mv»» 
possible,  to  make  the  executive  officers  alone  the  /co«u 
OF  THEIR  owx  ACTS,  and  to  afibrd  them  the  oyfos\^- 
of  AcauiTTiKo  THEXSELTSS   by  simply  replyfflgi  ""^^ 

HAVE  MADS   KO    APPOIITTHEKTS,  XaiPLOUR   If©  °'"/*'- 
OR    AGEITTS,    PAID    JfOXE      WITHOUT     AUTHORlTl 

LAW."    The  majority  of  the  committee  took  afl  ipftB^' 
of  forming  a  judgment  or  opinion  themselves,  and  »Sot''- 
the  executive  officers  the  opportunity  of  saying  g«Bf^  •'' 
according  to  their  own  good   opinion  of  their  own  i^'* 
**  WE  ARE  KOToriLTT."     Witii  Uils  dccidcd  adtanta^ 
sought  and    obtained    for    them    through   their  o*"^ 
FRiKiTDs,  by  amendments  which,  though  tliey  do  iffl?''^ 
guilt,  INSURE  AcauiTTAL    by  the  accused  parties  u" 
judgment,  what  are  we  to  infer  from  their  stas niys  "jf^J 
Now  that  the  President  has  not  availed  himself  o'  " 
opportunity  of  pleading  **not  guilty,"  or  riyoisf  » 
SELF  INNOCENT,  what  must  the  world  infer  from ^>*  ^^ 
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laini  agiuntt  bis  own  friends,  that  they  called  on  him  to 
iirnish  evidence  to  convict  himself  1  Might  they  not  dare 
>  sug^geat  that  he  has  not  been  over-cautious  in  admitting 
iial  he  would  be  obliged  to  convict  himself,  hk  himself  be- 
ig  the  judge  of  the  evidence  1  The  very  object  of  their 
mendment  was  to  afford  him  the  chance  of  acquitting  him« 
elf;  and  yet  he  complains  that  hs  canxot  do  so,  and  re- 
roaches  his  friends  for  seeking  to  make  him  his  own  ac- 
URcr  "on  the  authority  of  that  body  in  which  alone,  by 
le  constitution,  the  power  of  impeaching  him  and  his  ad- 
isers  is  vested."  Sad  dilemma,  indeed,  in  which  such 
bliging  friends  have  placed  htm — forcing  him  to  admit  he 
vinot  acquit  himselj  /  And  one  House  of  Congress  can- 
ot  pass  a  declaratory  resolution  upon  the  President's  act»^ 
without  impugning  his  motives,  because  it  is  to  try  ;  the 
tther  cannot  inquire  into  his  official  conduct,  though  both 
is  acts  and  motives  have,  as  he  alleges,  been  impugned,  he- 
uiise  it  is  to  impeach  /  To  what,  then,  has  he  resolved  the 
•Executive  ?  To  an  inscrutable,  irresponsible,  unchecked, 
nd  unbalanced  branch  of  the  Government,  which  has  all 
he  power  of  committing  every  abuse  of  law  and  violation 
\  duty  with  ii^punity,  and  all  the  power  of  concealment 
vith  certainty. 

Here  it  might  well  be  solemnly  asked,  if  his  ambition 
tad  not  lately  been  sufficiently  glutted  with  humbling  the 
^nate  to  the  desecration  of  its  own  inviolable  records  for 
lis  sake,  not  to  have  been  insatiable  in  seeking  to  subdue 
ilso  the  other  House  of  Congress,  which  is  peculiarly  the 
Rouse  of  the  people,  and  which  for  years  has,  in  too  many 
Jistances,  been  more  than  indulgent  to  his  will  ?  In  the 
name  of  the  country,  he  might  have  spared  some  check 
apon  the  will,  and  not  left  all  a  wreck — a  sacrifice  at  the 
»hrine  oione  man  P 

The  President  not  only  assumed  to  supervise  the  pro- 
reedings  of  the  committee,  but  to  control  them  by  a  bold 
requesty  which  every  one  at  all  acquainted  with  his  power- 
ful influence  well  knows  how  to  denominate  an  order. 

It  appears   that  the  resolutions   of  the  committee  were 
floptedon  Monday,  the  23d;  that  Mr.  Mann  informed  the 
Pr<>sident  of  the  proceedings  on  Tuesday,  the  24th,  be- 
fore the  President  received  the  letter  of  the  chairman  on 
the  sarn^  evening ;  that  then  the  President  told  him  he 
^'ouldt  in  proper  time,  send  his  answer  to  the  committee, 
after  he  should  receive  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  ;  and  that 
he  would  desire   the  committee  to    examine^  upon  oathy 
jucA  gentlemen  as  had  charged  corruption  and  abuses 
a^aiivst  the    heads  of  executive  departments  ;    that  on 
f'liday,  the   27th,   less   than   three   days   thereafter,  Mr. 
Mann  called  on  the  chairman,  and  on  Mr.  Bell,  to  answer 
the  general  question  *<  whether  they,  of  their  own  knowl- 
edge, knew  of  any  acts,  by  either   of  the  executive  de- 
partments, either  corrupt  or  a  violation  of   their  official 
duties  1"    On  that  very  day  the  letter  of  the  President  was 
handed  to  the  chairman,  whilst  he  was  in  the  act  of  testi- 
fying ;  that  the  letter  of  the  President  itself  did  request  the 
coQimittee  to  call   upon  the  chairman,  and  his  associates, 
and  every  other  member  of  Congress  who  had  made  the 
general  charge  of  corruption,  to  testify,  before  God  and  our 
country,  whether  they  knew  of  any  specific  corruption  or 
abuse  of  trust   in   the   executive  departments ;  and  if  so, 
^hat  it  was ;   and  that  on  Saturday,  the   28th,  the  Hon. 
John  Bell  was  sworn  ;  and  the  Hon.  B.  Peyton  and  F.  W. 
Pickenii,  of  the  House,  and  the   Hon.  John   C.  Calhoun 
and  H.  L.  White,  of  the  Senate,  were  ordered  to  be  sum- 
moned, open  the  motion  of  Mann.     From  this  statement 
of  facts  it  seems  impossible  to  doubt  that  the  President  of 
the  United  States  did   inquire. about  the  acts  of  the  com- 
mittee, was  informed  by  a  member  of  the  committee  con- 
(*^rning  its  proceedings ;  did  indicate   to  that  member,  in 
conversation,  anci  afl^rwards  to  the  committee  itself,  in 
anting,  his  desire  that  it  should  call  upon  members  of 
Congress  ti>  testify  to  the  truth  of  their  speeches  made  on 


the  floor  of  cither  Housd  in  debate;  that  the  member  and 
the  committee  obeyed  his  desire  and  request,  and  did  cause 
those  members  of  Congress  to  be  summoned  to  testify  in 
the  manner  the  President  had  indicated  in  conversation  and 
in  his  letter. 

Thus  the  President  first  repelled  the  inquiry  from  the 
Bxecutive,  and  then  turned  it  upon  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress.  He  first  denounced  the  committee  as  vorse 
than  a  Spanish  inquisition,  and  then  actually  made  his  de- 
nunciation true  by  converting  it  into  what  he  denounced. 
He  condemned  its  acts  as  unconstitutional,  and  then  made 
them  so.  He  gave  it  the  very  character  he  condemned, 
and  made  its  proceedings  as  odious  as  he  would  have  them 
to  be,  in  attacking  the  privileges  of  the  representatives  of 
the  States  and  of  the  people.  He  has  invaded  these  privi- 
leges,  and  violated  the  constitution,  bt  holbixo  mexbers 
op  DoTH  Houses  of  Congress  directly  accouxtable 

TO  HIM  FOR  WORDS  SPOKEN  IS    DEBATE.       He  hss    Called 

upon  them  to  swear,  before  God  and  the  country,  to  the 
truth  of  their  speeches  on  the  floor ;  thus  holding  them  ac- 
countable, in  tlie  most  odious  and  insulting  manner,  in  the 
form  of  a  test  oath.  He  first  intimated  his  desire  to  a 
member  of  the  committee,  who  was  so  swift  to  obey  his 
merest  wish,  that  the  chairman  was  called  on  to  swear  to 
the  truth  of  what  he  had  spoken  before  even  the  official  re- 
quest by  letter  had  reached  the  committee.  Both  his 
verbal  and  written,  his  secret  and  open  order,  were  sum- 
marily obeyed  by  instantly  summoning  hoary  and  honor- 
ed Senators  and  young  and  inexperienced  Representatives, 
to  purge  themselves  on  oath  of  their  contempt  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive !  Thoy  obeyed«-not  the  mandate  of  the  President, 
or  the  summons  of  the  committee,  but  a  sense  of  obligation 
to  the  country,  to  show  that  their  speeches  were  not  the 
declamation  of  demagogues,  not  ad  eaptandum  harangues, 
not  merely  "spargxrb  voces,"  to  excite  false  alarms  or 
to  raise  a  senseless  clamor,  but  that  thet  solsmnet  re- 
lieved the  truths  thet  had  uttered,  axd  were 
ready  to  seal  that  belief  with  their  oaths  ;  at  the 
same  time  protesting  against  the  abuse  and  outrage  upon 
their  privileges.  Happy  if  the  oaths  of  these  witnesses 
shall  not  produce  more  direful  effects  than  their  speeches  ; 
and  happier  still,  for  the  nation,  if  there  shall  be  another 
foundation  stone  left  for  civil  liberty  to  rest  on,  when  the 
freedom  of  debate  shall  thus  be  destroyed  / 

The  constitution  expressly  provides  that  ^'ftr  any  speech 
or  debate,  in  either  House,  the  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives shall  not  be  questioned  in  any  other  place."  The 
object  of  this  constitutional  provision  was  to  provide  for 
such  cases  as  that  now  under  consideration  :  eases  where 
the  Senators  and  Representatives  might  deem  it  their  duty 
to  comment  and  speak  freely  upon  the  conduct  of  public 
officers  and  others.  Who  now  will  dare  thus  to  speak  in 
debate,  if  he  may  be  called  by  the  Pre:iident  to  swear  on 
the  holy  evangelists  to  the  truth  of  every  suspicion  which 
he  may  feel  it  his  sacred  duty  to  utter,  under  the  pain  and 
penalty  of  being  branded,  by  the  highest  authority  in'the 
land,  with  the  infamy  of  falsehood  and  calumny  ?  Tf  \hU 
be  tolerated,  the  Representative's  mind  must  endure  the 
weightiest  convictions,  but  his  tongue  must  be  silent ;  the 
people  must  remain  ignorant  of  their  rulers,  unless  he  have 
the  hardihood  to  peril  every  thing  personal  for  their  sake 
and  the  public  good. 

After  what  has  been  said,  it  is  not  deemed  necessary  to 
show  that  the  President  has  opposed  a  violent  resistance 
to  the  just  powers  of  the  House  and  its  committee,  in  di- 
rect hostility  to  every  principle  of  liberty  and  law,  justice 
and  right.  So  far  as  his  attack  has  been  purely  personal 
upon  members  of  either  House,  it  becomes  them  to  remem- 
ber that  he  is  honored  by  office  and  by  age.  But  the  un- 
dersigned cannot  refrain  from  saying,  that  if  they  had 
spread  before  them  the  whole  catalogue  of  executive  of- 
fences against  law,  liberty,  right,  reason,  justice,  truth. 
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principle,  precedent,  the  constitution,  and  the  country,  how- 
ever numerous  and  aggravated  they  may  he,  or  have  been, 
as  the  prison-houses  of  the  departments  might  disclose — 
they  would  scarcely  expect  to  ^nd  one  more  ruthless  fftan 
this  official  act  of  the  President,  characterized  as  it  is  hy 
the  worst  of  principles,  prejudices,  and  passions,  in  viola- 
tion of  his  duty,  and  injurious  to  the  public  insti- 
tutions and  to  private  persons.  The  House,  the  Con- 
gress, the  nation,  should  rebuke  this  act  with  patriotic 
indignation-— with  the  indignation  of  freemen,  of  jealous 
lovers  of  liberty,  and  of  the  law  by  which  it  is  secured. 
They  should  defy  it  as  they  do  treason  and  tyranny.  If 
this  executive  act  and  its  principles  be  sustained,  and  go 
unrebuked — if  it  be  settled  that  there  shall  no  inquiry 
into  the  condition  of  the  Government,  without  specific 
charges  against  its  officers — that  inquirj'  is  trial  and  in- 
quisition— ^ihat  public  officers  are  to  be  secure  in  THEIR 
department:;,  and  the  houses,  papers,  and  effects,  belong- 
ing to  the  people,  as  private  persons  are  in  theirs — that 
public  officers  are,  as  the  people,  free  from  scrutiny — that 
they  arc  not  subject,  neither  indeed  can  be,  to  reasonable 
accountability — that  they  must  be  impeached  before  they 
can  l>e  called  on  to  report  to  the  people — that  select  com- 
mittees shall  not  be  appointed  to  ascertain  abuses — that 
agents  unknown  to  the  law  may  be  protected,  for  that  very  [ 
reason,  from  all  search  into  their  conduct—that  there  shall 
be  no  general  and  minute  invcstigatiim — that  there  is  no 
constitutional  power  in  the  House  of  Rejiresentatives  to  in- 
quire into  the  conduct  of  executive  officers — that  there  : 
shall  be  no  inquiry,  because  it  may  impugn  the  veracity  . 
and^ntegrity  of  the  President,  when  that  is  the  best  of  all  i 
reasons  for  inquiry — that  inquiries  shall  tend  to  render  odi-  ! 
ous  thoHO  who  institute  them — that  the  President  may  \ 
supervise  and  control  the  proceedings  of  both  Houses  of 
Congress  and  of  their  committees — that  he  may  resist  their 
just  powers — that  he  may  convert  their  committees  of  in- 
quiry into  inquisitions  upon  themselves — that  he  may  offi- 
cially denounce  their  proceedings,  grossly  insult  their  mem- 
bers in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  violently  trample 
upon  their  most  sacred  privileges — then  is  utterly  gone  all 
purity,  all  honesty  in  this  Government,  lU  strength,  its 
dignity,  its  glory,  its  freedom  itself! 

Besides  the  letter  of  the  26th  of  January,  the  President 
addressed  another,  dated  January  31st,  (see  61st  page  of 
printed  journal,)  equally  reprehensible  in  its  tone  and 
temper,  and  quite  as- high-handed  in  its  assumption  of  au- 
thority. On  the  30th  of  January  the  Hon.  Hugh  Law- 
son  White,  of  the  Senate,  read  a  paper  to  the  committee, 
assigning  his  reasons  for  consenting  to  testify.  In  that 
paper  he  used  the  following  language  : 

*<  For  many  years  I  have  been  on  the  most  intimate  and 
confidential  terms  with  the  Chief  Magistrate.  We  have 
conversed  with  and  written  to  each  other  perhaps  with  as 
much  freedom  -as  if  wc  had  been  brothers :  much  that 
has  passed  was,  of  course,  highly  confidential.  I  should 
hold  myself  disgraced  by  de^ignedly  bringing  any  matters 
of  this  kind  before  the  public.*' 

On  the  4th  of  February,  Mr.  Mann  laid  the  following 
letter  before  the  committee,  as  communicated  to  him  by  the 
President ; 

«<Jaxuart  31,  1937. 
**7)>  the  Committee  of  Investigation 

of  which  Mr.  H.  A.  Wise  is  chairman  : 

*<  Being  casually  informed  that  Judge  White,  of  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  before  the  said  committee  of 
investigation  into  abuses,  &c.,  charged  a|rainst  the  execu- 
tive departments,  has  stated  that  he  and  myself  have  had 
many  confidential  conversations,  and  intimating  that  there 
was  something  that  would  be  prejudicial  to  me,  (the  Presi- 
dent,) if  disclosed,  I  therefore  absolve  him  from  all  obliga- 
tions of  confidence  in  regard  to  any  thing  thul  has  passed 
^etween  us. 


"  I  wish  every  conversAtlon  had  or  held  with  him,  (in 
all  and  every  subject,  faithfully  disclosed,  with  the  time 
when,  and  the  place  where ;  and  I  hope  the  oommiitft' 
will  interrogate  him  as  to  every  point  or  matter  of  confi- 
dence that  ever  existed  between  us. 

ANDREW  JACKSON." 

This  letter,  it  will  be  observed,  is  dated  th«  31st  o( 
January ,  the  day  after  the  Senalor  read  his  retuwi ft 
testifying  to  the  committee.  And,  again,  it  is  shown  t« 
the  face,  and  by  the  first  words  of  the  letter,  that  he  vm 
quickly  informed  of  what  was  done  in  the  committee;  arni, 
again,  the  same  man  communicated  the  President's wih^ 
to  call  on  a  particular  witness  to  disclose,  and  to  have  th^t 
witne.«;s  particularly  interrogated. 

The  heads  of  the  executive  departments,  in  their  repfw 
to  the  committee,  followed  the  courtly  example  of  :!# 
President.  In  reply  to  the  letter  enclosing  the  fiverp^ii- 
tions  of  the  committee,  the  Secretary  ef  State  atldres*^ 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  the  following  comment's 
tion  : 

*•  Defaiitwest  of  Stati:, 

January  ^B,  1S;J7. 

**Sih:  I  had   the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  tj^ 
24th  inbtant,  encloahigfive  resolutions  adopted  by  the  citii 
mittee  of  which  you  are  chairman,  directing  me  to  ans^"* . 
as  the  head  of  this  Department,  certain  inquirica  tbei  : 
contained.     It  is  proper  that  I  should  remind  the  coniuii  t" 
that  the  Secretary  of  State  is  not  and  cannot  be  putoft'ci^ 
ly  under  the  direction  of  any  committee  of  Con^e«^-    ^ 
a  witness,  he  is,  like  any  other  citizen,  subject  to  be  csik 
upon  questions  touching  the  actual  or  contemplatei!  n< 
peachment  of  the  Chief  Magistrate,  or  other  officer  of  In'- 
emment,  for  violations  of  constitutional  obligation.   Ic 
calls  for  information  even,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  head  oUh 
Department  to  withhold  it,  if  any   should  b«  a^f- '" 
concerning  portions  of  its  business,  until  directed  toturrin 
it  hy  the  President  of  the  United  Slates.    Momr.r^ 
which  is  within  the  power  of  the  Department,  whh  i* 
exception  of  that  which  is  confidential,  has  at  all  i^:^" 
been,  with  all  convenient  speed,  furnished  te-any  pf  ^^' 
committees  of  Congress,  or  any  of  its  mcmberfj,  whcnoy 
it  has  been  desired.     I  should  be  most  happy  to  ron^-'- 
the  resolutions  you  have  enclosed  to  me  of  this  cUni-^'. 
and  to  answer  them  accordingly  ;  but  they  are  so  present' j 
as  to  oblige  me  to  refuse  a  compliance  with  their  'un  • 
tions.*     I  am  directed  to  communicate  what  has  been  i  • 
by  myself  or  my  predecessors  without  authority  of  U^  •" 
the  expenditures  of  this  Department,  within  the  period  cc^ 
ignated  in  them.     Self-respect  forbids  a  reply  as  to^^^ 
self;  as  to  my  predecessors,  I  should  not  become  thei:  *' 
cuser  if  I  thought  they  had  committed  errors,  and  certi'? 
shall  not   vindicate  them  while  following  their  exain?' 
That  the  committee  may  judge  for  itself  whether  *r;;  ■ 
the  expenditures  made  in  this  Department  are  coiAo^ 
to  law,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  known  to  them,  thiv"- 
you,  the  sources  where  information  is  to  be  obtained  ^^  J 
the   money  that  has  been  expended   under  ita  direct) ' 
The  enclosed  documents  will  efiect  that  pumose,  ami «  • 
at  the  same  time,  I  trust,  protect  me  from  any  fa^^  '"|^'' 
ences  for  refusing  to  be  put  under  question  as  to  the  if^ 
ity  of  my  own  conduct. 

"  If,  in  any  part  of  this  action  of  llie  Departmeni,  i"' 
ther  explanation  should  be  wished  for,  or  any  facis  w . 
ed,  deemed  important,  and  supposed  to  be  in  its  pos**'^  ' 
I  hope  the  conmiittee  will  apply  for  them,  and  the}  •' 
be  immediately  transmitted,  if  within  its  reach. 

**  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  air,  your  obedient  servan-. 

"  JOHN  FORSVTH 

**  Hon.  HfiNRT  A.  WisK, 
Chairman  Committee  House  of  Reps,  to  wi^ti*^ 
'  into  the  executive  departments,^*  Ae- 
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[24th  CoHO.  2d  8ui. 


In  reply  to  m  nmilar  letter,  the  Poatmflurter  General  ad- 
r«tfed  the  following  answer : 

"Post  Oificjb  Dbfartme^t, 

February  3,  1837. 

«*Sia :  Your  letter  of  the  24th  instant,  enclosing  sun- 
iry  resolutions  adopted  by  the  committee  of  which  you 
ire  chainnan,  has  been  raeeived. 

"  The  contingmt  appropriation  of  this  Department  is 
xpended  by  an  agent  appointed  by  the  Poatraasier  Gene- 
al.  The  moneys  aie  placed  to  his  credit  in  bank,  by  a 
wrant  drawn  by  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury  upon  the 
equisition  of  the  Postmaster  General.  All  contingent  bills 
ire  allowed  by  the  Postmaster  Gencial ;  and  all  checks  drawn 
or  their  payment  have  his  approval  written  on  their  face, 
be  btnk  being  instructed  to  pay  none  othera  drawn  by  the 
igent  on  that  fund.  The  contingent  acconnia  of  the  D&- 
)trtment  have  been  settled  down  to  the  1st  January,  1837, 
uid  the  aocounti  and  vouchers  are  presumed  to  be  on  file 
A  the  Register's  office,  to  which  the  committee  b  respect- 
uHy  lefened  lor  the  details  which  they  ask.  There  is  no 
)Uier  appropiiailion  controlled  by  the  Poatmaater  General, 
ixcept  the  general  one  for  the  aervice  of  the  Poal  Office 
)epart(i)ent;  and  no  transfers  have  been  made  from  the  one 
to  the  other. 

''These  reaolntions  further  require  the  heads  of  depart^ 
nents  to  conunnnicate  information  to  the  committee  in  re- 
latioQ  to  acta  and  appointments  which  may  have  been  done 
w  made  by  tfiem  '  without  authority  of  law.' 

'•  If  the  words  « without  authority  oflaw^Bn  to  be  con- 
itnied  as  meaning  in  violation  of  taw^  the  committee  will 
pf rcsive  that  the  report  of  a  single  case  by  the  heads  of 
departments,  under  their  own  administration,  would,  ipw 
faetoy  be  an  admission  that  they  had  violated  the  laws; 
ind  the  report  of  any  case  of  an  earlier  date  would  be  to 
make  sach  a  chaiige  against  their  predecessofs.  It  is  pre- 
lumcd  the  committee  ^  not  mean  to  compel  the  heada  of 
iepaitmenti  to  become  the  aceuaers  of  themselves  or  their 
predecessors;  and  that  the  words  'without  authority  of 
\vn'  nrast  be  construed  as  meaning  merely  cases  not  pro- 
vided for  in  express  terms,  but  authorized,  or  supposed  to 
lie  authorized,  by  general  proviaions. 

•*  In  this  sense  no  objection  exists,  in  principle,  to  giv- 
ing the  most  ample  answers.  But  in  this  Department  an 
inswer  cannot  be  given  without  a  minute  search  through 
he  books,  and  oTerhauting  probably  more  than  30,000  ac- 
M>unt8.  Nearly  the  whole  force  of  the  Department  and  of 
he  Auditor's  office  would  have  to  be  withdrawn  from  the 
:arreRt  bnsinesa,  to  the  incalculable  injury  of  the  public 
wrrice,  and  employed  in  searching  out  thousands  of  items 
ivhich  cannot  be  uf  the  least  practicable  utility  in  pronio- 
ing  the  objects  of  the  committee,  when  obtained.  1  do 
lot  feel  authorized,  in  the  discharge  of  my  duties  to  the  pub- 
ic, to  BoflTer  the  clerks  furnished  me  for  other  purposes  to 
*  »  employed. 

"If,  howevi^r,  there  be  any  specific  case  or  cases  in 
^hich  abuse  or  corruption  in  the  expenditures  of  this  De- 
WTtmem  shall  be  charged,  T  shall  consider  it  my  duty, 
»hcu  informed  thereof,  to  lay  before  the  committee,  aa 
?rotnpt|y  as  possible,  nil  the  information  having  reference 
A  the  case  contained  in  its  books  and  files.  And  if  cleri- 
cal force  adequate  to  the  object  be  furnished  me  by  hw, 
fce  specific  application  of  every  dollar  of  the  funds  of  this 
tfepartment  will,  in  due  time,  be  most  cheerfully  exhibited. 
"  Very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

..  AMOS  KENDALL. 

"  Hon.  HxiriiT  A.  Wisi,  Chmrman^  4<.  " 

In  like  manner,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  answered 

^  follows : 

"TazAsuET  DKPAaTMaifT,  Jfl».  30,  1837. 
"  Sia  :  I  had  the  honor,  on  the  28lh  instant,  to  receive 

ftfur  letter  dsted  the  24th,  and  enclosing  certain  rrfK)Ui- 

Voi..  xin.— flj 


tions  purporting  to  have  passed  <  in  select  committee  of  tho 
House  to  inquire  into  tho  executive  departments,'  dec.  A 
copy  of  them  is  annexed. 

«In  reply  to  the  first  resolution,  I  would  observe  that  I 
am  not  aware  of  any  money  having  been  paid  by  this  De- 
partment or  its  agents,  within  the  period  mentioned*  to 
any  printers  or  editors,  without  authority  of  law.  All 
which  has  been  paid  is  believed  to  be  regularly  reported 
and  adjusted  in  the  proper  office ;  and  the  results,  periodical- 
ly communicated  to  Cong^ress,  aie  to  be  found  in  the  print- 
ed documents.  Nor  do  I  know,  under  the  inquiry  con- 
tained in  the  second  resolution,  of  any  officer,  agent,  or 
deputy,  appointed,  employed,  or  paid,  since  the  4th  of 
March,  1839,  to  the  Ist  of  December  last,  without  author- 
ity of  law. .  If  the  committee  intend  to  embrace,  under  this 
question,  a  list  of  all  officers,  agents,  or  deputies,  not  both 
nominated  to  the  Senate  and  included  in  the  Blue  Book, 
though  appointed  under  what  is  considered  due  authority 
of  law,  and  wish  an  account  of  their  respective  duties, 
compensation,  and  the  date  of  the  origin  of  their  authority, 
dec,  since  1829,  it  would  probably  require  all  the  spare 
force  in  this  office  for  many  months  to  comply  with  that 
wish  in  all  its  details,  as  it  would  embrace  all  the  revenue 
officers  in  twenty  to  thirty  cutters,  all  the  agents  to 
build  light- houses,  custom-houses,  bridges,  branch  mints, 
dec,  all  subordinate  custom-house  officers,  and  too  many 
others  for  recital.  But  appointments,  payments,  and 
vouchers,  connected  with  all  these,  appear  in  the  proper 
offices. 

« In  answer  to  the  third  lesolution,  I  would  observe  that 
the  yearly  reports  of  expenditures  made  to  Congress,  in- 
cluding that  presented  at  the  commencement  of  the  present 
session,  on  the  subject  of  contingencies,  contain,  it  is  be- 
lieved, all  requested  on  this  subject.  None  of  these  con- 
tingencies, so  far  as  known  to  me,  are  supposed  to  have 
been  not  appropriated  by  law,  or  to  have  been  charged 
fi-om  specific  to  other  objects  of  expenditure,  or  to  have 
been  illegal  or  irregular. 

«  As  to  the  fourth  resolution,  I  do  not  recollect  any  cases 
of  the  description  there  given  within  the  period  mention- 
ed. The  oases  of  illness  or  temporary  absences  in  public 
officers  are  not  supposed  to  bo  embraced  in  the  inquiry ; 
and,  perhaps,  no  such  cases  as  those  where  temporary  du- 
ties, of  a  difterent  character,  have  been  performed  by  some 
person  in  office.  If  it  was  mtended  to  embrace  either  of 
these  classes,  I  have  no  doubt  such  cases  have  occasionally 
happened,  in  the  instances  of  clerks  and  others ;  and  any 
particular  one  designated  by  tho  committee,  on  which  any 
specific  information  may  be  desired  by  them,  will  be  ex- 
plained with  pleasure. 

«*  In  respect  to  the  conduct  of  any  of  my  predecessors  in 
office  in  this  Department  on  any  of  these  subjects,  since 
the  3d  of  March,  1829,  whether  legal  or  illegal,  my  re^ 
marks  must,  of  course,  be  deemed  general,  in  stating  an 
impression  in  their  favor.  In  any  special  case  which  may 
be  pointed  out  to  me,  I  might  be  able  to  offer  a  detailed 
opinion,  were  it  supposed  to  be  proper  by  myself,  and  de- 
sirable by  the  committee ;  but  which,  from  motives  of  deli- 
cacy, if  not  correct  principles  of  law,  is  presumed  not 
to  be  now  wished,  whether  such  an  opinion  ought  to  be 
asked  of  me  in  relation  to  any  of  my  own  acte,  under  any 
of  the  resolutions,  tending,  as  the  reply  must,  either  to 
exonerate  or  accuse  myself,  is  so  questionable  under  the 
constitution,  that  I  should  have  declined  answering  it,  un- 
less from  an  impression  that,  in  such  an  event,  an  inference 
not  warrantable  by  the  facts  might,  by  some  person^  have 
been  drawn  from  my  silence  or  refusal. 
«« Respectfully,  yours, 

«« LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

«'Hon.  HsKRT  A.  Wise,  ^^ 

Chairman  of  Executive  Committee. 


210 


APPENDIX— 2b  Gales  Sf  Seaton's  Registir. 


24th  Cong.  2d  Sxss.] 


Executive  AdminUtralion. 


So,  also,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  replied  as  follows ; 

"Navt  Department,  February  10,  1837. 

**SiR  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  the  24th  ultimo,  enclosing  a  copy  of  certain 
resolutions  adopted  by  the  above  committee. 

*'  These  resolutions  direct  the  heads  of  departments  to 
furnish  the  committee  with  statements  of  acts  implying  of- 
ficial dereliction  of  duty  on  their  part,  or  on  the  (vart  of 
their  predecessors  in  office,  for  different  terms  of  years ; 
extending,  in  some  cases,  from  the  4th  of  March,  1829,  to 
the  1st  December,  1836 ;  and  these  statements  to  be  made 
upon  general  allegations,  without  direct  charges  or  specifi- 
cations. 

*'  The  appointment  of  this  committee  to  inquire  into  the 
condition  of  the  executive  departments,  &c.,  docs  not,  in 
my  opinion,  confer  upon  them  power  to  direct  the  heads  of 
those  departments  to  make  disclosures  of  the  money  paid 
by  them  without  authority  of  law ;  or  of  officers,  agents, 
or  deputies,  appointed  or  employed  by  them  without  au- 
thority of  law ;  or  of  any  other  official  acts  by  them  without 
authority  of  law ;  or  to  bear  testimony  as  to  like  misdemean- 
ors on  Uie  part  of  their  predecessors  in  office,  or  others, 
upon  such  general  suggestions  as  are  contained  in  the  res- 
olutions. 

'*  No  such  power  is  shown,  and  I  do  not  feel  justified, 
answering,  as  I  do,  for  the  Navy  Department,  to  acknowl- 
edge such  a  power. 

'<  Yet  I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating,  in  answer  to  the 
first  resolution,  that  no  sums  of  money  have  been  paid  by 
this  Department,  its  agents  or  deputies,  to  printers  or  edi- 
tors of  newspapers,  within  the  year  ending  on  the  Ist  of 
December  last,  to  my  knowledge  or  belief,  without  author- 
ity of  law. 

<<  Should  the  committee  think  proper  to  designate  and 
specify  any  case  or  cases  in  which  they  may  tliink  such  il- 
legal payments  have  been  made,  such  case  or  cases,  with 
the  facts  attending  the  same,  will  be  communicated  without 
delay. 

<<To  the  second  resolution,  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  no 
officers,  agents,  or  deputies,  have,  to  my  knowledge  or  be- 
lief, been  appointed,  employed,  or  paid,  by  this  Depart- 
ment, without  authority  of  law,  under  the  direction  of  my 
predecessors  or  myself,  from  the  4th  of  March,  1829,  to  1st 
December  last. 

'*  In  the  various  duties  of  this  Department,  it  has  been 
found  necensaxy  to  appoint  many  agents.  Many  of  the 
duties  imposed  by  laws  upon  the  heads  of  the  departments 
must  be  performed  by  agents  or  deputies,  the  right  of  ap- 
pointing whom  is  a  necessary  consequence  of  the  obligation 
to  perform  the  duty  imposed.  Such  appointments  are  not 
considered  as  made  without  authority  of  law. 

'<  To  give  the  names  of  all  agenis  and  deputies  thus  ap- 
pointed, from  the  4th  of  March,  1829,  to  the  Ist  December 
last,  with  the  sums  paid  to  each,  the  services  rendered  by 
each,  and  for  what  reasons  such  appointments  were  made, 
would  require  more  labor  than  could  be  perfonned  by  ail 
the  clerks  in  my  office  who  could  be  spared  for  the  purpose, 
without  seriously  interrupting  the  daily  and  necessary  rou- 
tine of  business  of  my  Department,  for  the  residue  of  the 
session  of  Congress. 

*<  A  report  will  be  immediately  made  upon  any  specified 
case  or  cases  under  this  resolution. 

"To  the  third  resolution,  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  the  va- 
rious amounts  of  money,  to  whom  and  for  what  paid,  at  this 
Department,  within  the  last  four  years,  ending  on  the  30th 
of  September  last,  for  contingencies,  are  contained  in  re- 
ports from  this  Department,  printed  among  the  documents 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  wit : 

••  For  the  year  1833  :  A  leport  of  the  13th  of  December 

of  that  year,  document  ^o,    14,    1st  session,  23d  Con- 
gress. 


cc 


For  the  year  1834  :  A  report  of  the  1st  of  Jaouiry, 
1835 ;  document  62,  2d  session,  23d  CoDgrecs. 

«  For  the  year  1835 :  A  report  of  the  31  rt  of  Deem- 
ber  of  that  year,  document  No.  43,  Ist  session,  24th  Con- 
gress. 

«  For  1 836  :  A  report  of  the  Slst  of  December  of  liiai 
year,  document  No.  60,  of  the  present  session. 

<*  This  last  document  brings  down  the  aocoant  of  tlie 
contingent  expenses  of  this  Department  to  the  30th  of  Sep- 
tember last  It  cannot  be  completed  to  the  Ist  of  Deoo- 
ber  last  at  this  time,  at  will  appear  by  a  letter  of  the  Foonli 
Auditor,  hereto  annexed. 

**  None  of  these  payments  have  been  made  wiihoulip- 
propriations. 

«<  The  letter  of  the  Second  Comptroller,  hereto  anKi«i, 
will  show  the  transfers  made  since  the  4th  of  Msrch,  ISS^. 
from  various  naval  appropiiations.  These  have  beat  nude 
under  the  authority  of  the  President  of  the  United  Sutei. 
upon  evidence  that  the  public  serrioe  required  the  w»^ 
and  under  the  provisions  of  the  30th  of  June  1634,  tutbo- 
rizing  the  same,  except  the  Iaat»  which  was  made  under  tfcc 
provisions  of  the  act  authorixipg  the  Sooth  Sea  eipbrsg 
expedition. 

<*I  am  not  aware  that  any  illegal  or  irrpgubi  eipcdi- 
tures,  allowances,  or  payments,  of  any  deBcrij)tioo,  bi^e 
been  made  at  this  Department  since  the  4th  of  Mtrcb,  ISS9. 

*<  If  any  case  or  cases  of  payments  or  allowsnces,  np- 
posed  to  be  illegal  or  irregular,  shall  be  specifiei),  a  report 
will  be  inunediately  made  upon  the  same. 

"  To  the  4th  resolution,  I  beg  leave  to  state  thai  I  bi^c 
no  knowledge  that  any  ofiKcers,  agents,  or  deputies,  (A'^ 
Department,  have,  firom  the  4th  of  March,  1829,  to  the  H 
of  December  last,  received  salaries,  pay,  or  emolQinenua 
any  kind,  without  rendering  service  to  the  GoTemisnV 
or  without  being  in  office ;  unless  this  inquiry  extend  t9 
cases  or  temporary  absence  on  leave,  or  to  cases  of  ^ 
sence  from  sickness,  which  it  is  not  presumed  to  dd; 
and  except  what  may  be  contained  in  a  report  of  G^ocn. 
Van  Ness  and  Mr.  Kendall,  now  in  possession  of  the  coit- 
mittre. 

<*  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  commissions  to  offi<w> 
this  Department,  within  the  same  period,  which  ht^c  ^'' 
antedated,  or  of  officers  who  held  other  stations  or  v^f^' 
ments,  State  or  Federal,  when  receiving  pay  for  partiwl*' 
offices  or  agencies,  or  who  have  been  engagnl  in  pn»iK 
employment,  whilst  receiving  pay  from,  and  rendcrios  n^ 
\  service  to,  the  United  States. 

•'To  the  fifth  resolution,  I  have  to  stole  that  I  do  ^ 
know  that  any  innovations,  not  authorized  l)y  ^v* J''!' 
been  introduced  or  continued  in  this  Department,  wtthio  tb; 
period  specified. 

"  I  am,  very  reqpectfully,  your  obedient,  humWe  sei^^on 

"MAHLONDICKERS0.^ 

«*  To  the  Hon.  Heitkt  A.  Wisjt, 

Chairman,  Ac" 

On  Tuesday,  January  31,  the  committee  adoptsd  a  rt.^' 
lution  calling  on  the  Postmaster  General  for  infunii3ii<H>  ^ 
to  the  removal  of  the  late  postmaster  at  Stanford,  Kentc»j|^ 
The  next  day  this  resolution  was  communicated  to  <*| 
Postmaster  General,  and  on  the  4th  of  February  ibH 
lowing  letter  was  received  from  him : 

**Po8T  Office  DKriRTME:«T, 

February  3,  li?'^^ 
«« SiK :  I  have  received  your  note  of  the  1st  instant,  f-^ 
closing  a  resolution  of  the  committee  of  which  jf^c  *'' 
ehainnan,  requesting  me  to  furnish  you  with  the  foll-?''^ 
papers,  vix:  ^ 

**  1.  The  papers  relative  lo  the  removal  of  the  l»tt  ^"^ 
master  at  Stanford,  Kentucky. 

**  2.  The  papers  and  letters  recommending  the  in''-^"* 
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ment  of  any  person  or  persons  other  than  the  individual 
who  tvM  appointed,  and  who  now  holds  the  office. 

"3.  The  papers  and  recoromendalions  in  favor  of  the 
appointment  of  the  present  postmaster,  Alfred  Hocker. 

**ln  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  the  power  of 
making  appointments  is  vested  by  the  constitution  and 
Uws  in  the  President,  heads  of  departments,  and  courts  of 
law ;  checked,  in  relation  to  the  higher  appointments,  by 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

**  No  power  whatever,  in  relation  to  them,  except  the  pow- 
er to  impeach  for  corrupt  or  illegal  appointments,  is  vested 
in  the  House  of  Representatives.  Although  there  is  noth- 
ing in  this  case  (so  far  as  I  am  personally  concerned)  I 
could  wi«h  to  conceal,  yet,  believing  it  to  be  one  of  the 
duties  of  my  station  to  regard  the  constitutional  limitations 
of  power,  and  that  a  complianee  with  the  request  of  your 
committee  would  be  a  precedent  tending  to  subvert  themi  I 
am  compelled  most  respectfully  to  decline  it. 

"In  justice  to  a  peraecuted  fellow-citixen,  I  deem  it 
proper  to  add,  that  Alfred  Hocker*8  private  character  is  be* 
licved  to  be  without  a  blemish,  and  his  qualifications  un- 
loubted ;  and  that  to  hunt  him  through  life  for  an  error  of 
)pinion,  in  a  particular  case,  as  to  his  legal  power,  appears 
0  me  as  unjust  as  it  would  be  inhuman. 
"  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

«  AMOS  KENDALL. 
''Hon.  Heitkt  A.  Wisi,  Chairman^  4-c." 

There  are  other  letters,  but  theae,  it  is  presumed,  will 
leariy  show  with  what  frankness  and  disposition  to  aid  in- 
airy  the  President  and  heads  of  departments  have  re* 
ponded  to  the  committee.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the 
ist  letter  quoted,  from  the  head  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
tent,  takes  the  monstrous  position  that  the  House  of  Rep- 
**entative»  is  vested  with  no  power  to  inquire  into  official 
lisconducl  respecting  appointmettts  to  and  renwvaU 
'om  office,  Htt  not  only  refused  to  recognise  that  power 
r  responding  to  the  committee,  but  arrogated  to  himself 
te  high  prerogative  oi  rebuking  the  committee,  by  casting 
>on  it  the  unfounded  imputation  of  ''hunting,  in  an 
!)ju9t  and  inhuman  manner,  a  fellow-aitizen  through  life, 
r  an  error  of  opinion"-»that  *'  fellow-citizen"  a  favorite 

his,  the  notorious  Alfred  Hocker,  who  was  sheriff  of 
entucky,  and,  in  violation  of  his  oath  of  office,  had  with- 
*\d.  the  poll  of  Lincoln  county,  in  that  State,  in  the  cele- 
ated  contested  election  between  Moore  and  Letcher,  and 
bo  had  been  rewarded,  as  was  supposed,  by  an  appoint- 
fnt  given  hun  by  the  Postmaster  General,  at  Stanford,  in 
naideration  of  an  infamous  act  of  knavery  for  <*  the  par- 
/'  since  made  felony  by  an  act  of  the  State,  passed  in 
nsequence  of  his  very  conduct  in  that  case ! 
The  undersigned  regrets  to  add  that  the  majority  of  the 
nmittee,  also,  showed  as  little  disposition  to  pursue  in- 
iry,  and  showed  every  disposition  to  sustain  the  Presi- 
it  and  tlie  departments  in  their  positions,  and  in  their 
jrse  of  obstructing  fair  and  full  investigation. 
The  journal  will  justify,  in  almost  every  instance,  this 
ioua  charge  against  the  majority. 

On  January  27th,  when  the  letter  of  the  President  of  the 
h  was  ready  Mr.  Campbell,  of  the  committee,  submitted 

following  resolution : 

"  Resoived^  That  the  chairman  of  this  committee  be  di- 
led  to  ask  leave  of  the  House  to  be  discharged  from  the 
ther  consideration  of  the  resolution  of  the  17th  of  Janu< 
,  1837,  which  was  referred  to  this  committee,  the  short 
iod  remaining  of  the  session  making  it  difficult,  under 
'  circumstances,  to  do  even  partial  justice  to  the  subject 
rred  to  them ;  and  as  the  views  which  the  President  has 
tressed  in  his  communication  of  this  rooming,  and  the 
^ructions  he  promises  to  give  to  the  heads  of  the  differ- 

departments,  will  bar  all  investigation,  and  render  the 
L -directed  efforts  of  this  committee  to^  effect  the  objects 
ts  organization  futile  and  ^less. 


"Which  .resolution,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lincolft,  was 
modified  by  adding,  with  the  consent  of  the  mover,  the 
following : 

''And  that,  in  making  the  motion  for  the  discharge  of 
the  committee,  the  chairman  report  to  the  House  a  copy  of 
the  journal  of  its  proceedings. 

''Which  resolution,  thus  modified,  was  rejected,  as  fol« 
lows : 

"Axes — Mr.  Wise,  Mr.  Lincoln,  and  Mr.  Campbell — 3. 

"Nats — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Hannegan, 
Mr.  Parks,  and  Mr.  Mann — ^5." 

'Phis  resolution  was  rejected,  but  reconsidered  and  laid 
upon  the  table. 

"  Mr.  Hannegan  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  rejecting 
the  resolution  of  Mr.  Campbell,  asking  leave  for  the  com- 
mittee to  be  discharged ;  which  motion  was  sustained,  as 
follows : 

"Axes — Mr.  Wise,  Mr.  Hannegan,  Mr.  Parks,  Mr. 
Campbell,  and  Mr.  Lincoln — 5. 

"  Nits — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Mann — 3. 

"Mr.  Hannegan  moved  that  the  resolution  of  Mr. 
Campbell  do  lie  upon  the  table  ;  which  motion  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

^*  Atks — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Hannegan, 
Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Mann — 5. 

"Nats— Mr.  Wise,  Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lincoln— 3." 

On  Monday,  January  30,  Mr.  wise  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  letter  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  dated  the  26th  instant,  addressed  to  the  chair- 
man of  this  committee,  and  handed  to  him  by  the  private 
secretary  of  the  President,  in  presence  of  the  committee,  is 
an  official  attack  of  the  Executive  upon  the  proceedings  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  and  of  this  committee,  and 
upon  the  privileges  of  memlxjrs  of  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress ;  and  opposes  unlawful  and  unconstitutional  resist snce 
to  the  just  powers  of  the  House  of  Representatives  and  of 
this  committee :  therefore, 

"  Resolved,  That  the  chairman  of  this  committee  be  di- 
rected to  report  to  the  House  bis  letter,  and  the  resolutions 
of  this  committee  enclosed,  addressed  to  the  President, 
and  the  letter  of  the  President  in  reply  thereto,  dated  the 
26th  instant ;  and  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  tho 
House  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  adopting  measures  to 
defend  its  proceedings;  to  protect  the  privileges  of  its 
members ;  and  to  enforce  its  just  powers,  and  those  of  its 
committees ;  to  enable  this  committee  to  discharge  the  du- 
ties devolved  upon  it  by  the  resolution  of  the  17th  instant, 
adopted  by  the  House  of  Representatives." 

This  having  been  laid  on  the  table  also,  on  Tuesday, 
January  31,  Mr..  Wise  submitted  the  following  resolution : 

"  Whereas  the  second  resolution,  heretofore  adopted  by 
this  committee,  calling  for  information  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  and  the  heads  of  the  several  execu- 
tive departments,  as  amended,  by  inserting  the  words  '  if 
any,  without  authority  of  law,'  did  call  upon  the  President 
and  the  heads  of  departments  to  fumisli  evidence  against 
themselves  of  their  having  appointed,  employed,  and  paid 
officers,  or  agents,  or  deputies,  '  without  authority  of  law :' 
Now,  therefore,  with  a  view  to  call  for  information  simply 
of  their  official  actings  and  doings  as  public  officers,  as 
shown  by  the  public  records,  so  that  this  committee  may 
report  the  same  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  that 
it  may  judge  for  itpelf  whether  said  officers  have  acted 
without  authority  of  law,  without  calling  upon  them  to 
give  testimony,  or  to  judge  themselves  in  their  own  cases : 
be  it 

"  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  heads  of  the  several  executive  departments,  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  this  committee  with  the  evidence  on  files 
I  of  the   executive   departments,  respectively,    of  the  ap- 
1  pointment,    employment,    and    payment,  of   all   officers. 


212 


APPENDIX— To  Gales  Sf  Beaton's  Register. 


24th  Co 50.  2(1  Sesb.] 


Executive  Administration. 


agents,  deputies,  or  commissioners,  who  have  been  ap- 
pointed, or  empluyed  and  paid,  since  the  4th  day  of 
March,  1829,  to  the  Ist  December  last,  by  the  Piesident 
or  either  of  said  heads  of  departments,  respectively,  with- 
out nomination  to  and  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  United  States :  showing  the  names  of  such  offi- 
cers, agents,  deputies,  or  commissioners ;  the  sums  paid  to 
each,  the  services  rendered  by  each,  and  by  what  authority 
appointed  and  paid. 

*'Mr.  Mann  moved  to  lay  the  foregoing  preamble  and 
resolution  on  the  table ;  and,  on  the  question  being  taken, 
the  votes  were — 

**  Atks — Mr.  Pearcc,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Parks, 
Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Chaney — 5. 

•«  Nats— Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Wise— 3." 

This  also  having  hitu  laid  on  the  table,  the  next  day, 
February  Ist,  Mr.  Wise  moved  to  take  up  his  resolution 
relating  to  the  letter  of  the  President  to  this  committee, 
which  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table  on  the  Monday  pre- 
vious, and  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

<*  Mr.  Campliell  moved  to  amend  said  resolution  as  fol- 
lows: Strike  out  a'l  after  the  word  *  Reaohed,*  where  it 
first  occurs,  and  before  '  therefore,*  and  insert:  *  That  the 
answer  of  the  President,  of  the  26th  of  January,  is  not  a 
compliance  with  the  request  of  the  committee,  but  a  re- 
fusal to  furnish  the  information  requested  in  the  resolutions 
communicated  to  him  :  and,  therefore :'  so  that  it  would 
read  as  follows : 

**  Resolvedy  That  the  answer  of  .the  President,  of  the 
26th  of  January,  is  not  a  compliance  with  the  request  of 
the  committee,  but  a  refusal  to  furnish  the  information  re- 
quested in  the  resolutions  communicated  to  him;  and, 
therefore, 

'*  Resohed,  That  the  chairman  of  this  committee  l>e  di- 
rected to  report  to  the  House  his  letter,  and  the  resolutions 
of  this  committee  enclosed,  addressed  to  the  President,  and 
the  letter  of  the  President  in  reply  thereto,  dated  the  26lh 
iastant ;  and  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  House 
the  propriety  and  necessity  of  adopting  measures  to  defend 
its  proceedings ;  to  protect  the  privileges  of  its  members ; 
and  to  enforce  its  just  powers,  and  those  of  its  committees ; 
to  enable  this  committee  to  discharge  the  duties  devolved 
upon  it  by  the  resolution  of  the  1 7th  instant,  adopted  by 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

**  And  the  question  being  on  said  amendment,  it  was 
adopted,  as  follows : 

<*Atea — Messrs.  Campbell,  Hannegan,  Lincoln,  Cha- 
ney, Wise — 6. 

•*  Nats — Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Parks,  Mann— 4. 

'*  Mr.  Lincoln  moved  to  amend  the  resolution,  as  amend- 
ed, by  inserting  before  the  word  '  therefore'  the  following : 

**  Resolved,  That  the  letter  of  the  President,  in  reply  to 
the  resolutions  of  this  committee,  is  reproachful  to  the 
House  in  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  of  the  1 7th  of  Jan- 
uary last ;  disrespectful  to  the  committee  acting  under  its 
authority  ;  and  an  attack  upon  the  privileges  of  members, 
by  connecting  their  speeches  on  the  floor  of  the  House 
with  the  action  of  the  House  itself;  and  proposing 'that 
they  should  be  examined  as  witnesses,  touching  matters  re- 
ferred to  by  them  in  debate. 

"  Which  motion  was  lost,  as  follows: 

**Ates — Messrs.  Campbell,  Lincoln,  Wise — 3. 

"Nats — Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Hannegan, 
Parks,  Mann,  Chaney — 6. 

*<  The  question  recurring  on  the  resolution,  as  amend- 
ed, the  same  was  rejected,  as  follows : 

**At«s — Messrs.  Campbell,  Lincoln,  Wise — 3. 

"Nats — ^Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Hannegan, 
Parks,  Mann,  Chaney — 6." 

Thus,  in  every  form  in  which  the  question  could  be 
presented,  did  the  committee  refuse  to  act  upon  the  letter 
of  the  President. 


The  journal  of  the  committee  shows,  almost  pastke, 
the  course  of  dtlay  pursued  by  Ibe  majority  tfi  ia^ing  ra- 
olutions  of  inquiry  upon  the  table,  and  their  actual  n- 
jection  of  many  resolutions  involving  subjects  of  the  great- 
est importance  and  the  most  serious  charges  against  the 
executive  departments.     (See  pages  11,  12,  13,  14,24, 
42,  78,  108,  109,  126,  189,  of  the  printed  journal  of  tbe 
committee.  ^     There  it  will  be  seen  that  resolutions,  about 
adopting  which  it  was  to  have  been  expected  there  could 
be  no  hesitation,  were  almost  invariably  laid  oo  the  table 
before  they  were  passed ;  these,  as  they  were  finally  passed 
and  acted  on,  it  is  not  necessary  particularly  to  refer  to. 
But  there  were  a  number  of  a  similar  character  as  to  thpir 
necessity  and  propriety,  some  of  which  were  refused  to  be 
taken  up  at  all,  and  others  positively  rejected.     To  show 
their  character,  they  have  only  to  be  specified. 

On  the  24lh  of  January,  Mr.  Wise  aubmitted  thefbDoir- 
ing  resolution : 

«  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  u 
furnish  this  committee  with  all  correspondence,  letter?,  or 
papers,  on  the  files  of  the  War  Department,  or  in  his  po^ 
session  officially,  respecting  or  relating  to  the  war  in  Fkni- 
da  with  the  Seminole  Indians ;  and,  ^so,  respecting  or  re- 
lating to  the  raiaing  and  paying  volunteeTa  tor  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Southwestern  frontier,  under  General  Gaines.** 

This  was  laid  upon  the  table  until  Febroarj  Sd,  whea 
Mr.  Wise  moved  to  take  it  up.  The  motioa  wa»  rejedcnl 
by  the  following  vote : 

"  A  tss— 'Messrs.  Hannegan,  CampbeU,  Lincole. 
Wise— 4. 

"  Nats- -Messrs.  Pearce, Muhlenberg, Paries, Mann— 4." 

Thus  a  subject  which  had  caused  two  courts  of  inquifv 
to  be  ordered  by  the  President  himself— whicli  had  calkd 
two  major  generals  of  the  army  from  their  postai,  for  their 
conduct  to  be  subjected  to  severe  scrutiny — before  one  (^ 
which  courts  a  gallant  ofiicer,  General  Duncan  CHnc^ 
who  had  borne  himself  like  a  patriot  soldier  in  the  csai- 
paign,  and  who  had,  as  all  admit,  done  his  duty  in  ibi 
war,  had  in  substance  declared,  on  oath,  that  the  failoiT  d 
the  campaigns  against  the  Creek  and  Seminole  Indians  tesf 
to  be  aitributed,  not  to  those  generals,  but  to  tkinegiedif 
the  War  Department,  This  subject  of  inquiry,  we  repes^ 
was  refused  to  be  taken  up  by  the  majority. 

Again  :  The  majority  having  perverted  the  first  of  tb* 
four  resolutions  sent  to  the  President  and  heada  of  depart- 
ments, by  inserting  therein  the  words  **  without  auihiirit^ 
of  law,**  with  a  view  to  obtain  a  direct  rote  of  the  comBitt- 
tee  upon  the  subject  of  executive  patronage  to  the  pubttr 
press,  Mr.  Wise,  on  the  24th  January,  offisied  the  foUov- 
ing  resolution : 

**  Resolved,  That  the  heads  of  the  several  department?  be 
directed  to  furnish  this  committee  with  a  stntement  shin- 
ing the  amount  of  patronage  per  annum  in  the  execato^ 
departments,  respectively,  to  tho  press  of  the  ooum7. 
taking  the  year  ending  the  30th  September,  1836  ;  ebov- 
ing  the  sums  of  money  paid  within  that  year  by  such  (de- 
partments, respectively,  their  agents  or  deputies,  to  pris:- 
ers  or  editors  of  newspapers ;  specifying  the  names  tt^ 
places  of  the  publication  of  the  newspapers  owned  or  f  ^ 
lished  by  them,  and  showing  the  services  and  eons^Ti- 
tions  for  which  such  sums  have  been  paid ;  giving  earb 
item  as  stated  in  the  accounts  of  such  printer  or  editor.** 

This  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table,  upon  the  expfo" 
ground  that  the  departments  were  not  accountable  for  th^ 
use  or  the  abuse  of  their  patronage  to  the  preas,  pro^id^ 
that  they  kept  within  the  letter  of  the  law. 

Again  :  On  the  25th  of  January,  Mr.  Campbell  subrsit- 
ted  the  following  resolution : 

"  Resolved,  That  any  member  having  caoae  for  hefi^- 
ing  that  abuses  exist,  or  have  existed,  since  the  4t^  ^ 
March,  1829,  in  any  department  of  the  Government ;  (b^ 
fraud  or  peculation  is^  or  hat  beeo^  pracliBed  hy  any  c 


APPENDIX— 7V>  Gales  Sf  SeatotCs  Register. 


213 


Executive  Ad/niniatration, 


[24th  Cosia.  2d  Skss 


the  agents  of  the  GoYemment,  since  the  4th  of  March, 
1629 ;  md  shall,  upon  aach  cause  or  belief,  make  a  mo- 
lion,  or  move  a  resolution  of  inquiry,  this  committee  will 
aJopt  the  motion  or  the  resohsiion  of  inquiry  ;  the  respon- 
libility  of  institu  ing  the  inquiry  resting  on  the  mover  of 
thf  reflation  or  motion. 

<'  Mr.  Pearce  moved  to  amend  the  foregoing  resolution  by 
sinking  out  the  words  <  the  responsibility  of  instituting  the 
inquiry  resting  on  the  mover  of  the  resolution  or  motion ;' 
which  motion  was  negatived,  as  follows : 

"  Atxs — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Parks,  Mr. 
Chaney — 4. 

<'Nat8 — Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Hannegan,  Mr.  Lincoln, 
Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Wise-— 6. 

"Mr.  Muhlenberg  moved  to  insert  between  the  words 
'that'  and  'abuses,'  in  the  foregoing  resolution,  the  word 
'particular,'  so  as  to  read  '  particular  abuses  ;*  which  mo- 
tion was  negatived,  as  follows : 

''A TBS — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Parks,  Mr. 
ChaDey^-4. 

*'Nat8 — Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr. 
Wise,  Mr.  Hannegan — 5. 

"Mr.  Pearc«  moved  to  lay  the  said  resolution  on  the 
table ;  which  was  affirmed,  as  follows : 

**  Atxs — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Hannegan, 

Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Chaney — 6. 

«  Nats— Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Wise— 3." 

Again :  On  the  28th  of  January,  Mr.  Campbell  ofiered 

the  following  resolution,  which  necessarily  grew  out  of  dis- 

cuiHions  before  the  committee : 

"  Resohedf  That  in  future,  whenever  a  member  of  this 
committee,  upon  his  own  knowledge,  or  upon  information 
derived  from  others,  shall  give  information  of  any  spe- 
cific charge  of  abuse  or  corruption  in  any  executive  depart- 
ment of  the  Government,  and  name  a  witness  or  witnesses 
to  substantiate  such  charge  or  charges,  this  committee  will 
forthwith  proceed  to  the  investigation  of  such  charge  or 
charges,  and  to  the  examination  of  such  witness  or  wit- 
nesses as  may  be  named  by  the  member  giving  information 
of  such  charge  of  abuse  or  corruption. 

'*0n  motion  of  Mr.  Mann,  the  foregoing  resolution  was 
laid  upon  the  table,  as  follows  : 

"  Ates — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Hannegan, 
Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Mann— 6. 
"Nats— Mr.  Wise,  Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lincoln— 3." 
Thus  the  committee,  by  its  proceedings,  expressly  refu- 
sed to  declare  either  that  it  would  act  upon  motions  or  reso- 
lutions of  inquiiy,  or  that  it  would  proceed  to  investigate 
fpecific  charges,  even  of  abuse  or  corruption  in  any  execu- 
tive department  of  the  Government,  or  examine  witnesses 
touching  them. 

On  the  1st  of  February,  Mr.  Muhlenberg  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

"  Resolved^  That,  before  any  witness  or  witnesses  be 
iwom,  the  member  at  whose  instance  he  or  they  were  cali- 
led  shall  state»  in  writing,  the  purpose  for  which  he  or  they 
vere  severally  called  as  witnesses,  the  matters  to  which  he 
>r  they  are  expected  to  testify,  and  the  charges  which  he 
>r  they  are  expected  by  the  member  to  sustain  against  the 
executive  departments,  or  either  of  them,  or  against  any  of- 
icer  or  officers,  agent  or  agents,  or  either  of  them,  by  fact 
vithin  his  or  her  personal  knowledge. 
"  Which  was  adopted,  as  follows : 
**Atis — ^Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Hannegan,  Mr.  Parks,  Mr. 
'incoln,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Campbell— 6. 
"  Nats— Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Wise— 2. 
**  Mr.  Wise  submitted  the' following : 
"Mr.  Wise,  in  compliance  with  the  conditions  of  the 
esolotion  of  this  committee,  of  this  day,  requiring  the  mem- 
ler  at  whose  instance  a  witness  is  called  to  state  the  rea- 
ons  of  calling  upon  him  to  testify,  assigns  the  following 
easoQs: 


'*  1st.  The  purpose  for  which  he  (the  member)  has  call- 
ed upon  the  witnesses  summoned  and  requested  to  attend 
at  his  instance  is,  that  said  witnesses  may  be  sworn  to  testify, 
and  the  truth  to  say,  touching  the  inquiries  of  this  commit- 
tee directed  by  the  resolution  of  the  House. 

'<  2.  The  matters  to  which  they  are  expected  to  testify 
are  matters  within  their  knowledge,  severally,  concerning 
the  condition  of  the  various  executive  departments,  the 
ability  and  integrity  with  which  they  have  been  conducted, 
and  concerning  all  matters  embraced  in  said  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

*'  3d.  The  charges  against  the  executive  departments, 
and  their  officers  or  agents,  which  they  are  expected  by  the 
member  to  sustain,  are  charges  of  violation  of  duty  ;  of  cor- 
rupt violation  of  duty,  in  abusing  legal  authority,  in  cor- 
rupting and  subsidizing  the  public  press ;  in  removing  faith- 
ful officers  for  opinion's  sake ;  in  retaining  corrupt  and  fraud- 
ulent officers  in  place,  knowing  of  their  malfeasance  and 
malversation  in  office ;  in  appointing  and  paying  agents  of 
various  descriptions ;  in  making  unjust  and  exorbitant  al- 
lowance for  services  to  political  favorites ;  in  paying  a  Treas- 
ury warrant  which  was  gambled  away  by  a  disbursing  of- 
ficer ;  in  allowing  an  account  which  had  virtually  been  dis* 
allowed,  and  then  paying  it,  after  its  allowance  had  been 
forged,  without  causing  the  offender  to  be  prosecuted  ;  in 
allowing  Government  officers  to  organize  political  societies 
to  influence  elections ;  in  speculating  on  the  offices  of  the 
Government  and  on  the  public  property  ;  in  interfering  with 
the  proceedings  of  Congress  in  an  improper  manner ;  and 
concerning  various  other  matters  upon  which  charges  of 
equal  weight  may  be  founded,  if  they  are  ascertained  by 
the  evidence. 

"  And  the  question  being  whether  the  foregoing  reasons, 
as  assigned  by  the  chairman,  are  a  compliance  with  the 
conditions  of  the  resolution,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirma- 
tive, as  follows : 

"  Atss — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Muhlenlierg,  Mr.  Camp- 
bell, Mr.  Hannegan,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Wise 
—7. 

"Nat— Mr.  Parks— 1." 

On  the  lixh  of  February,  Mr.  Pearce  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

**  Resolved,  That  this  committee,  in  discharging  their 
duties  under  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  January  17,  will  not,  in  the  absence  of  definite,  speci- 
fied charges  of  corruption  and  abuses,  inquire  into  the  rea- 
sons of  the  Executive,  or  the  heads  of  the  executive  depart- 
ments, for  appointments  to  or  removals  from  office. 

"  Mr.  Wise  moved  an  amendment,  as  follows : 

"  Resolved^  That  whenever  definite  and  specific  charges 
are  made  that  the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  either 
of  the  heads  of  departments,  have  removed  efficient  and 
faithful  officers  without  just  cause  of  complaint,  and  ap- 
pointed others  in  their  places,  for  opinion's  sake,  or  on  ac- 
count of  party  services,  this  committee  will  inquire  into  such 
definite  and  specific  charges,  to  ascertain  how  far  the  Pres- 
ident or  heads  of  departments  have  abused  their  authority 
to  appoint  and  remove  officers ;  and  to  what  extent  such 
appointments  and  removals  have  tended  to  restrain  and 
trammel  the  freedom  of  opinion ;  to  affect  the  freedom  and 
purity  of  elections  in  this  country ;  to  punish  individuals  for 
the  exercise  of  that  freedom  ;  and  to  corrupt  and  enslave 
public  officers  who  hokl,  and  private  individuals  who  seek, 
places  under  this  GK>vemment. 

<*The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Wise's  amendment, 
it  was  rejected,  as  follows : 

<*  At  as— Messrs.  Campbell,  Lincoln,  Wise — 3. 

"Nats — Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Parks,  Mann, 
Chaney— 6. 

<*  The  question  recurring  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion offered  by  Mr.  Pearce,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive, as  follows : 
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<*Atei — Meflsn.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Parks,  Mann, 
Chaney — 5. 

*'Nats — Messrs.  Campbell,  Lincoln,  Wise — 3.*' 

On  the  1 6th  of  February,  Mr.  Wiae  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

"  Resolved,  That  this  committee  will  inquire  whether 
the  executive  officers,  or  either  of  them,  have  established, 
or  assisted  in  establishing,  presses  or  newspapers,  for  party 
purposes,  and  given  pledges  to  the  proprietors  thereof  of 
the  Government  patronage,  and  have  performed  those 
pledges  by  giving  such  presses  or  papers  the  patronage  of 
the  Government ;  and  whether  the  public  printing  has  been 
taken  from  long  established  presses  or  papers,  with  numer- 
ous subscribers,  and  given  to  such  presses  and  papers  new- 
ly established,  with  pledges  of  the  Government  patronage, 
without  subscribers. 

**  Which  resolution  was  rejected,  as  follows: 

**  ATKS-r-Messrs.  Campbell,  Wise — 2. 

*<Nats — Messrs.  Pearce,  Muhlenberg,  Mann — S." 

On  the  4th  of  February,  Mr.  Wise  offered  the  following 
resolution  : 

**  Resolved,  That  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  this  committee  with  the  originals  or 
copies  of  all  letters,  papers,,  reports,  or  correspondence,  on 
the  files  of  the  Treasury  Department,  or  in  his  possession, 
in  relation  to  the  official  acts  of  himself,  or  of  the  collector 
at  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  in  removing  David  Melvill  from 
the  office  of  weigher  and  ganger  at  that  place. 

'*  Mr.  Mann  offered  the  following  amendment :  Add  at 
the  end  of  the  resolution,  <  except  such  as  have  heretofore 
been  communicated  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States ;  and 
except  such,  also,  as  are  of  a  confidential  character.' 

**  Which  amendment  was  rejected,  as  follows : 

"At— Mr.  Mann— I. 

<*Nats — Messrs.  Muhlenberg,  Campbell,  Parks,  Lin- 
coln, Ohaney,  Wise— 6. 

**  The  question  lecurring  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion, the  same  was  rejected,  as  follows : 

*'  Atss — Messrs.  Campbell,  Lincoln,  Wise — 3. 

<<Nats — Messrs.  Muhlenberg,  Parks,  Mann,  Cha- 
ney—4." 

Thus  it  clearly  appears,  by  these  proceedings,  that  the 
committee  efficiently  seconded  the  views  of  the  President 
and  heads  of  departments,  and  practically  carried  them  out. 
1  St.  The  member  of  the  committee,  at  whose  instance  a  wit- 
ness was  called,  was  required  to  state  in  writing  the  charges 
witness  was  expected  to  sustain.  2d.  The  committee  posi- 
tively determined  that  it  would  not,  in  the  absence  of  defi- 
nite, specified  charges  of  eorruption  and  abtues,  inquire 
into  the  reasons  of  the  Executive,  or  heads  of  executive  de- 
partments, for  appointments  to  or  removals  from  office, 
in  direct  contradiction  to  the  decision  of  the  House,  which 
rejected  the.  amendment  requiring  specific  charges.  Sd. 
(t  decided  that  when  dbfixitk  and  specific  charges  wxrs 
made  of  codbuptiox  and  abuses  in  appointments  to  and 
removals  from  office,  and  in  subsidizing  Uie  public  press,  it 
would  not  inquire  into  them ;  and  4th.  When  such  speci- 
fic charges  were  made,  as  they  were  in  the  cases  of  ap- 
pointing Alfred  Hocker  to  and  removing  David  Melvill 
from  office,  and  as  in  establishing  newspapers  with  the 
public  money,  the  committee  refused  to  inquire  into  them, 
and  to  examine  witnesses  in  relation  to  them. 
'  Such  will  clearly  illustrate  the  principles  upon  which 
the  committee  proceeded  in  instituting  inquiries  into  the 
condition  of  the  various  executive  departments  by  rsso- 

LVTIOXS. 

The  questions  which  the  majority  refused  to  propound  to 
witnesses,  when  called,  will  show  that  they  went  even  still 
further  in  shielding  the  executive  departments  and  officers 
from  full  and  fair  investigation. 

Notwithstanding  the  principles  of  the  majority,  as  illus- 
trated by  the  foregoing  resolutions  and  votes,  as  to  spe- 


cific and  definite  investigation,  the  veiy  first  quettion  pro* 
pounded  by  them  in  committee  was  so  vague  and  iiidefinhr, 
so  intangible  and  abstract,  that  one  of  the  most  intelligeni 
and  respectable  witnesses  first  called,  the  Hon.  Jamei  Paf- 
ker,  of  New  Jersey,  who  did  know  of  a  specific  trl  of  tkr 
worst  corruption  and  abuse  in  one  or  the  other,  or  both  lU 
President  and  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  could  not  answer 
it  on  account  of  its  general  form. 

** First  question  by  Mr.  Mann  to  Mr.  Parker: 

«<  Do  you,  of  your  own  knowledge,  know  of  any  act,  h 
either  of  the  heads  of  the  executive  departments,  ^bich  i' 
either  corrupt  or  a  violation  of  their  official  duties ! 

**Mr.  Parker  presented  the  following  objectioDs  to  u 
swering : 

**  I  do  not  understand  this  question  sufficient!)  to  roibie 
me  to  answer  it  in  this  general  form.  I  came  here  h  «- 
der  of  the  committee,  neither  as  accuser  nor  to  accuie;aal 
I  consider  myself  bound  to  answer  questions  on  those  pdiots 
only  to  which  my  attention  is  directed  by  the  commiuee. 

"  Mr.  Pearce  moved  that  the  objection  of  Mr.  PaAer:a 
answering  the  question  be  overruled,  and  that  he  be  r^ 
quired  to  answer  the  same. 

"  Mr.  Mann,  upon  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Wise,  wiib- 
drew  his  question,  to  enable  Mr.  Wise  to  examine  Mr 
Parker  as  to  the  specific  acts ;  and  Mr.  Pearce  accordioglj 
withdrew  his  motion.*' 

But  that  question  was  repeatedly  put  to  other  iritn«sf«, 
with  the  obnoxious  view  of  proving  keg  ati tilt  a  gener&i 
good  character  of  the  administration,  or  of  making  certain 
witnesses  purge  themselves  of  certain  charges  sgainet  tbst 
character.  Not  only  was  this  general  question  propound' 
ed,  but  when  Messrs.  White,  Peyton,  and  Pickens,  wee 
called,  Mr.  Mann  sUted  the  reasons  in  writing  for  caUof 
them — his  specifications  of  reasons  were : 

"  1.  That  the  purpose  for  which  he  has  desired  lhek> 
orable  witnesses  named  in  the  said  resolution  to  be  sv«^; 
is,  to  prosecute  the  inquiries  directed  by  the  resolutioa  a: 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  1 7th  of  January  iostasi 

«'  2.  The  matters  to  which  they  are  expected  to^ 
are,  facts,  if  any  they  know,  respectively,  of  their  o«a 
knowledge,  which  wiU  show  a  wilful  violation  of  iheduw 
of  the  heads  of  the  respective  executive  departroenu  of  v 
Government  of  the  United  Sutes,  or  the  subordinate  ofEctr 
connected  with  such  departments,  or  either  of  them. 

"3.  The  'charges  againat  the  executive  depirlin«'»» 
which  it  is  expected  they  will  sustain  by  facts  within  ib<ff 
own  knowledge,  arc  corrupt  violations  of  official  duuet 

••The  question  being  stated,  whether,  in  the  forego^ 
specifications,  Mr.  Mann  has  complied  with  the  reqain"* 
of  Uie  resolution  calling  for  the  same,  and  whether  the  «^' 
ncsses  present  shall  be  sworn,  those  who  voted  in  the  il*' 
mative  were : 

•«  Ayes— Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Chaney-3. 

••  Those  who  voted  in  the  negative  were :  ^ 

"  Nats— Mr.  Wise,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Campt** 
Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Lincoln — 5. 

•*  So  it  was  decided  that  said  specification  does  not  '^>* 
ply  with  the  requisition  of  the  resolution.  .  . 

"The  honorable  Francis  W.  Pickens,  a  member ot  w 
House,  summoned  as  a  witness,  read  to  the  coronujw 


upon  their  files.  - 

••  Mr.  Mann  submitted,  in  compliance  with  thf  «*!«* 

tion  of  the  last  meeting,  for  specifications  astothegrous^ 

of  summoning  the  witnesses  in  attendance,  the  foliovi>^> 


viz: 


**  Second  specifications  by  Mr.  Mann. 
"  Mr.  Mann,  in  compliance  with  the  conditions  «'^ 
resolutions  of  this  committee  of  the  28th  instant,  ?t«*^' 
writing,  again : 
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"1.  That  .the  specific  purposes  for  which  he  has  desired 
the  honorable  witnesses  named  in  the  said  resolultion  to  be 
lummoned  are,  to  prosecute  the  inquiries  specified  and  di- 
reetMi  by  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  1 7th  January  instant. 

"2d.  The  matters  to  which  they  are  expected  to  testify 
arc,  facts  within  their  own  knowledge,  if  any  they  know, 
severally,  of  their  own  knowledge,  concerning  the  condition 
of  the  various  executive  departments ;  the  ability  and  in- 
tegrity with  which  they  have  been  conducted ;  the  manner 
io  which  the  public  business  has  been  conducted  in  all  of 
them ;  the  &ilure  of  such  departments  to  accomplish  the 
objects  of  their  creation ;  the  violation  of  the  official  duties 
of  the  Bajd  departments,  respectively. 

"3.  The  charges  against  the  executive  departments, 
which  it  is  expected  they  will  sustain  by  facts  within  their 
own  knowledge,  are  charges  of  corrupt  violations  of  official 
dutiei,  abuses  in  the  administration  of  the  public  affiiirs, 
with  which  such  departments  are  charged  by  law  and  the 
coDititntion. 

"  A.nd  the  quostion  being,  <  Is  the  assignment  of  reasons 
for  ninimoning  said  witnesses  sufficient,  and  in  coropli- 
ince  with  the  resolutions  of  the  committee  V  it  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

'*Ats8 — Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Hannegan,  Mr.  Mann, 
Wr.  Ohaney,  and  Mr.  Wise — 6. 

"NATs~Mr.  Muhlenberg  and  Mr.  Parks~2.*' 

Such  is  a  specimen  of  the  specific  examination  of  a  mem- 
ler  of  the  Senate  and  members  of  the  House,  who  had 
)een  called  at  the  request  of  the  President  to  purge  them- 
elves  of  all  contempt  to  his  administration  ! 

When  another  class  of  witnesses  was  called,  some  from 
he  departments,  others  from  a  great  distance,  to  testify  of 
ctfi  of  corruption  and  abuse,  as  notorious  in  this  metropo- 
18  as  the  noon-tide  sun,  acts  named  and  specified  before 
be  committee  until  reiteration  became  tiresome,  the  ma- 
Kity  became  more  strict  and  contracted  in  the  investiga- 
ion. 

"Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Buck  : 

"14.  Do  you  know  the  amount  of  patronage  of  the  War 
department  to  the  press,  and  the  principle  upon  which 
rinters  are  selected  to  do  the  public  printing ;  whether 
ley  are  selected  on  account  of  their  political  opinions  1 

"  This  question  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Parks;  and  on 
le  question  being  put.  Shall  the  question  be  propounded  1 

was  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows :' 

"Ayes — Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Wise — 3. 

"  Nats— Mr.  Pcarce,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Hannegan, 
If.  Mann,  Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Chaney — 6. 

"  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Buck  '• 

"15.  Do  you  know,  or  are  you  informed,  whether  any 

the  heads  of  departments,  or  any  officer  or  agent  there- 
.  has  been,  or  is  now,  interested  in  Indian  reservations  ! 

"  Answer  by  Mr.  Buck  :  I  do  not  know,  neither  have  I 
en  informed,  that  any  one  of  the  heads  of  departmentx  is 
w,  or  eTer  has  been,  interested  in  Indian  reservations ; 
ither  do  I  know  that  any  officer  or  agent  of  either  de- 
rtinent  has  ever  been,  or  is  now,  so  interested. 

"  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Buck: 
*•  16.   Do  you  know,  or  arc  you  informed,  whether  any 
the  heads  of  the  executive  departments,  or  any  officer  or 
ent  thereof,  has  been  interested  in  the  purchase  of  public 

**Thi9  question  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Parks;  and  the 

estion  being  put.  Shall  the  interrogatory  be  propounded  t 

tvas  decided  in  the  affirmative,- as  follows: 

*«Ayes — Mr.  Wise,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Campbell, 

r.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Hannegan — 6. 

"Xats— Mr.  Pcarce,   Mr.   Parks,   Mr.  Chancy,  Mr. 

inn — 4. 

**  Answer  to  question   16  by   Mr.  Buck:   I  have  no 

owledgo  of  the  fiicts  mentioned  in  the  above  interroga- 


tory ;  neither  have  I  any  information  in  relation  to  the  same, 
except  such  as  is  derived  from  the  newspapers  of  the  day. 

« Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Buck: 

**  Do  you  know  upon  what  principle  public  officers  are 
appointed  to  and  removed  from  office,  in  the  several  exec- 
utive departments ;  whether  appointments  or  removals  are 
not  made  in  regard  to  the  political  opinions  of  officers  1 

"  This  question  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Pearoe  ;  and  on 
the  question  being  taken.  Shall  the  interrogatory  be  pro- 
pounded ?  it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows : 

'<  Atks — Mr.  Campbell, Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Wise— 3. 

<*  Nats — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Hannegan, 
Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Chaney — 6. 

"  W.  J.  Duane  (late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury)  appear- 
ed as  a  witness. 

'*  Mr.  Wise  submitted  tlie  following  question,  to  be  pro- 
posed to  said  witness,  viz : 

<*  1.  Will  you  please  to  state  all  that  you  know  respect- 
ing the  conduct  of  the  President  of  the  United  Ststes  in 
removing  the  public  money  from  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  year  18331 

"  The  question  being  objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann,  and  the 
question  stated.  Shall  said  interrogatory  be  propounded  ?  it 
was  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows : 

«  Atbs — Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lincoln, 
Mr.  Wise— 4. 

**  Nats — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Hannegan,  Mr.  Parks,  Mr. 
Mann — 4. 

*<  Mr.  Wise  then  submitted  the  following  question,  to  be 
propounded  to  the  witness,  vit : 

*  *  2.  Do  you  know  whether  the  President  consulted  or  ad  - 
vised  with  Reuben  M.  Whitney  or  Amos  Kendall  as  to 
that  measure,  and  what  influence  those  persons  had  upon 
the  President  in  tailing  that  step  ? 

"  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann ;  and  tlie  question  being 
stated.  Shall  said  interrogatory  be  propounded  ?  it  was  du' 
cided  in  the  negative,  as  follows : 

<«  Atss — Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  WiHe^-S. 

<*Nat8 — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Hannegan, 
Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Mann — 5. 

'*  Mr.  Wise  also  submitted  the  following,  to  be  propound- 
ed to  the  witness : 

**3.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  your  official  rela- 
tions to  the  (iovemment  were  disturbed  by  the  active  in- 
terference of  said  Whitney  and  Kendall,  or  either  of  them, 
with  the  opmiona  ef  the  President  in  relation  to  that 
measure  ? 

«  Obweted  to  by  Mr.  Mann ;  and  the  question  being 
stated.  Shall  said  interrogatory  be  propounded  ?  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative,  as  follows : 

«  Atbs — Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Wise— 3. 

'*  Nats — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Haiinegan,  Mr.  Parks,  Mr. 
Mann,  Mr.  Muhlenberg — 6. 

«  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  t»  Mr.  Woodbury  : 

<<8.  Will  you  please  furnish  this  committee  with  a 
copy  or  copies  of  the  papens  in  the  Treasury  Department  or 
in  your  possession,  particularly  the  report  of  Mr.  Little- 
field,  the  collector,  in  relation  to  the  removal  of  David 
Melvill  from  the  office  of  weigher  and  ganger  at  New- 
port, Rhode  Island  t 

'* Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann;  and  on  the  question  lieing 
stated,  Shall  said  interrogatory  be  propounded  ?  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  ncgativoi  as  follows  : 

<<  Atss — Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lincoln, 
Mr.  Wise— 4. 

<<NATa — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Hannegan,  Mr.  Maun,  Mr. 
Parks,  Mr.  Chaney — 6. 

«<  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Woodbury  : 

'*  3.  Please  state  all  that  you  know  in  relation  to  the 
removal  of  David  Melvill  from  the  office  of  weigher  and 
ganger  at  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  and  the  reasons  for  said 
removal. 
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**  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann ;  and  the  question  being 
stated,  Shall  the  interrogatory  be  propounded  1  it  waa  de- 
cided in  the  negative,  as  foUowa : 

**  Ateb — Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Wi«e — 8. 

**Nats — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Hannegan, 
Mr.  Parka,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Chaney — 6. 

<*  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Woodbury  : 

'*  5.  Are  the  papers  which  you  did  not  communicate  to 
the  Senate,  because  they  are  confidential,  on  the  files  of 
the  Treasury  Department ;  and  was  the  report  of  the  col- 
lector, Littlefield,  included  in  the  number  of  papers  consider- 
ed confidential  1 

<<  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann  ;  and  on  the  question.  Shall 
said  interrogatory  be  propounded  1  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative,  as  foHo\;is : 

<*  Ateb — Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Wise — 3. 

*<Nat8 — Mr.  Pearce  Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr. 
Chaney,  Mr.  Muhlenberg — 6. 

<<  Mr.  Wise  proposed  the  following  question,  to  he  pro- 
pounded to  the  Hon.  Aaron  Vanderpoel,  of  the  House,  a 
witness  present,  viz: 

«  1 .  Did  you  inform  any  member  or  members  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  that  the  President  desired  or  preferred  thai 
the  resolution  which  was  adopted  on  the  17th  of  January^ 
under  which  this  committee  is  appointed,  should  be  pass- 
ed ;  and  if  so,  by  what  authority  did  you  give  such  infor- 
mation 1 

**  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Parks ;  and  on  the  question  being 
stated,  Shall  said  interrogatory  be  propounded  ?  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative,  as  follows : 

«'A¥— Mr.  Wise—l. 

**  Nats — Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Han- 
negan, Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Cha- 
ney— 7. 

'*Mr.  Wise  proposed  the  following  question,  to  be  pro- 
pounded to  Mr.  Vanderpoel,  viz : 

*<  2.  Did  the  President  of  the  United  States  inform  you, 
or  intimate  to  you,  or  to  any  one  else  in  your  knowlcnlgc, 
that  he  desired  that  the  resolution  of  the  1 7th  of  January, 
under  which  this  committee  was  appointed,  should  be  pass- 
ed by  the  House  ? 

*<  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann ;  and  on  the  question  being 
stated,  Shall  said  interrogatory  be  propounded  1  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative,  as  follows : 

<*Atk9— Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Wise— 2. 

<*Nats — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Hanne- 
gan, Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Chaney — 7. 

'*  Honorable  James  Stondefer,  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, being  present,  Mr.  Wise  proposed  the  following 
question : 

**  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Standefer : 

'*  1.  Please  state  all  that  yon  know  respecting  a  letter 
that  was  written,  some  time  during  the  year  1834,  to  Ben- 
jamin F.  Curry,  then  actingas  agent  of  the  Government,  in 
treating  with  the  Cherokee  Indians,  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  respecting  yourself;  whether  said  letter  was 
not  used  publicly,  by  raid  Cony,  against  your  election 
to  Congress ;  and  whether  he  was  not  influenced  by  the 
President  in  electioneering  against  you  as  a  candidate.  And 
B'ate  the  purport  of  said  letter,  as  exhibited  to  you  and  to 
crowds  in  your  district. 

<*  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Parks,  and  rejected  by  the  follow- 
ing vote : 

««ArE9 — Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Wise— 2. 

**Nats — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr. 
Mann,  Mr.  Chaney — 6. 

*'  Question  by  Mr.  Lincoln  to  Mr.  Standefer  : 

<*  2.  Did  Benjamin  F.  Curry,  an  Indian  agent,  in  the  ' 
last  congressional  canvass  in  your  district,  publicly  exhibit  ' 
a  letter  which  he  represented  to  be  addressed  to  him  by  the  ; 
President  of  the  United  States,  to  prejudice  your  claims,  to  1 
favorable  consideration  as  a  candidate  in  the  election  1 


*'  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann,  aadiejected,  u  folknn-- 

"Atbs — Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Wise — 2. 

«  NATa*-Mr.  Parka,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Chaaey-3. 

« Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Towns: 

'*  2.  Do  you  know,  of  your  own  knowledge,  or  froa 
any  of  the  officers  or  agents  of  the  executive  branch  of  this 
Government,  whether  they,  or  either  of  them,  an  now,  or 
have  been,  interested  personally  in  purchastng  or  ^ts^- 
ting  in  the  reservations  of  Cieek  or  other  lothans;  and,  if 
either  of  them,  who! 

"  Objectod  to  by  Mr.  Mann,  and  rejected  by  the  follosv- 
ing  vote : 

"At— Mr.  Wise— 1. 

"Nats — Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Paiks^  Mr.  MuiD,lilf. 
Chaney — 4. 

•'  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Towns : 

*<  3.  Do  you  know,  or  have  you  been  infonned  bj  \m, 
whether  the  Hon.  John  Forsyth,  Secretary  of  State,  )> 
now,  or  has  been,  personally  interested  in  purcbanog  a 
speculating  in  the  reservations  of  the  Creek  or  other  lo- 
dians? 

<*  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann,  and  rejected  by  the  follov- 
ing  vote : 

*«  ATKs—Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Wise— 2. 

'*NAT8^Mr.  ParlLB,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Chancy>-3. 

"  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Towns : 

"4.  Do  you  know,  of  your  own  knowledge,  or  from  iB- 
formation  derived  from  either  of  them,  whether  John  J. 
Abert,  whilst  agent  of  the  Government  to  locate  the  rcser- 
vations  under  the  treaty  of  1832,  with  the  Creek  kdiui, 
was  personally  interested  and  engaged  in  purchasing  ini 
speculating  tn  said  reservations;  and,  if  so,  whether  Johc 
Forsyth,  Secretary  of  Stale,  was  interested,  in  like  mu 
ner,  with  said  Abert  or  others  1 

<*  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann,  and  rejected  by  the  folio* 
ing  vote,  the  committee  being  equally  divided : 

*«  ATEs--Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Wi«--3 

*«Nath— Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Chaney— 3. 

**  Question  by  Mr.  Mann  to  Mr.  Towns : 

"  5.  Do  you  know,  of  your  own  knowledge,  or  by  n 
formation  derived  from  him,  whether  J.  J.  Abert,  «bi!^ 
agent  of  the  Government  to  locate  the  reservations  \ai^' 
the  treaty  of  1832,  with  the  Creek  Indian^  was  persoosl:; 
interested  and  engaged  in  purchasing  such  reserration^  • 

*•  Answer  by  Mr.  Towns  : 

«*  I  do  not  know,  of  my  own  knowledge,  or  from  n 
formation  derived  from  J.  J.  Abert,  or  any  other  socnt. 
that  he  was  personally  interested  and  engaged  in  purchas- 
ing Indian  reservations  under  the  treaty  of  1832,  with  iW 
Creek  Indians. 

"  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Lewis : 

**  4.  Was  there  not  a  contract  entered  into  by  J-  & ' 
Joseph  &  Co.,  of  New  York,  and  R.  J.  PhUUpa,  of  Fhi^ 
delphia,  on  the  one  part,  and  William  D.  Lewis  and  others 
on  the  other  part,  early  in  the  month  of  November,  1S^'< 
or  about  that  time,  to  operate  in  the  purchase  of  sftock  t^ 
the  Morris  Canal  and  Banking  Company,  the  btter  [a^^^ 
agreeing  to  furnish  funds  to  a  large  amount ;  and  were  o ' 
the  funds  drawn  from  the  Girard  Bank,  and  funji»hf' 
monthly  from  November  to  April  succeeding,  incJus^* 
and  was  not  the  account  closed  in  June,  1836,  bj  pa)>^> 
over  to  you  (William  D.  Lewis  and  others)  your  shref- 
the  profit  ?  If  so,  how  many  thousand  dollars ;  and  ^^  ^'^ 
Reuben  M.  Whitney,  agent  of  the  Girard  Dank  to  tr»B»'^ 
its  business  with  the  Treasury  Department,  concerci" 
with  you  and  others  in  said  speculation  and  profits  \ 

*•  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Pearce^  and  rejected  by  ihe  -^ 
lowing  vote : 
.  **  At£8— Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  ^Vi^e— 3. 
•*  Nats— Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Hanor,'*' 
Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Mana^  Mr.  Chancy — 6. 
**  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Lewis : 
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"5.  Ilad  you  not  a  correspondence  with  Reuben  M. 
Whitney,  in  the  autumn  of  1835,  in  relation  to  a  specula* 
lion  in  Morrid  Canal  and  Banking  Company  stock,  and 
(rith  reference  to  his  procuring  a  portion  of  the  public  rev- 
inoe  to  be  placed  in  said  bank  for  the  pnrpose  of  enhancing 
lie  value  of  its  stock,  to  favor  your  profits  and  bis ;  and  did 
lot  Mr.  Whitney  give  you  reason  to  believe  that  he  could 
»  procure  a  portion  of  the  public  revenue  for  the  purpose 
iforenid  1 

"  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann,  and  rejected  by  the  follow- 
ng  vote : 

"Ates — Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Wise — 8. 

"Nats — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr. 
iannegan — 4. 

"No  other  question  was  propounded. 

"  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Hobbie ; 

**Doy(m  know,  of  your  knowledge,  or 'from  the  infor- 
ittion  derived  from  them,  whether  any  officers  or  agents  of 
be  Treasury  Department,  or  of  any  other  executive  depart- 
lent,  since  the  4th  of  March,  1829,  have  been  interested 
r  concerned  in  purchasing  or  speculating  in  the  public 
nds  ?  If  so,  state  all  that  you  know  or  are  informed  of 
)r  the  officers  or  agents  themselves,  as  to  their  purchases 
od  speculations  aforesaid. 

**  Objected  to  bj  Mr.  Hannegan,  and  rejected  by  the  fel- 
•wing  vote : 

"Ayes — Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lin- 
>in,  Mr.  Wise— 4. 

"Nits — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Hannegan,  Mr.  Parks,  Mr. 
fann,  Mr,  Chancy — 6. 

"  Question  by  3Vfr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Hobbie : 

"  6.  Please  state  all  that  you  know  respecting  the  re- 
loval  of  B.  H.  Wheeler  from  the  office  of  postmaster  at 
rovidence,  Rhode  Island. 

"  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann,  and  rejected  by  the  follow- 
ig  vote : 

"  Ates — Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Wise 
-3. 

"Nirs — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Parks,  Mr. 
ann,  Mr.  Chaney — 5. 
'*  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Hobbie : 
"  7.  Do  you  know  whether  a  postmaster  in  one  of  the 
cw  England  States  did,  or  did  not,  write  to  the  Post  Of- 
»  Department  that  he  wished  to  remove  some  distance, 
f  twenty  or  thirty  miles,  from  his  office,  but  wished  to  re- 
in his  office  as  postmaster,  saying  he  would  have  the  du- 
n  of  the  office  discharged  by  a  clerk,  and  that  be  could 
II  assist  to  re-elect  General  Jackson ;  and  did  you  your- 
if  not  write  a  letter  in  reply,  that  he  was  at  liberty  to  do 
be  requested,  and  encouraging  him  to  do  all  he  could  to 
sctioneer  for  General  Jackson  1 
"  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann,  and  rejected,  as  follows : 
"Ayes — Mr.    Muhlenberg,   Mr.    Lincoln,  Mr.  Wise, 
r-  Campbell — 4. 
"Nats — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Cha- 

y-4. 

"Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Forsyth; 
"3.  Did  yoo,  or  not,  exert  your  influence,  personal  or 
icial,  with  any  Senator,  or  other  person,  to  have  the 
sty  ratified  with  said  stipulation  as  to  the  Golphin  claim ; 
with  any  person,  an  officer  or  agent,  or  not,  of  the  Gov- 
tment,  to  have  said  stipulation  inserted  in  said  treaty  ? 
"Objected  to  by  Mr.  Parks,  and  rejected  by  the  follow- 
l  vote : 

"Ates — Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Chaney,  Mr. 

ise— 4. 

"  Nats — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Parks,  Mr. 

nn — 4. 

'  Question  bj  Mr.   Wise  to  Mr.  Forsyth : 

'4.  Did  you   not^  whilst  Governor  of  the   State  of 

irgia,  recommend  Hhe  Golphin  claim  to  the  favorable 

slderation  of  the  Gvorgia  Legislature  ? 

Vol.  xm.— cc 


<*  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Parks,  and  rejected  by  the  follow- 
ing vote : 

«*Ai--Mr.  Wi?e. 

•*Nat8 — Mr.  Ptarce,  Mr,  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Campbell, 
Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Chaney — 7. 

*•  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Forsyth  : 

*'  6.  Have  you,  or  not,  been  directly  or  indirectly  inter- 
ested or  concerned  in  the  purchase  of,  and  in  speculating 
ini  the  reservations  of  Creek  or  other  Indians,  since  you 
have  been  in  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State  1 

"  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann,  and  rejected  by  the  follow- 
ing vote : 

*' Atxs — Mi.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Wise — 3. 

'•Nats — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Parks,  Mr. 
Mann,  Mr.  Chaney — 6. 

<<  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Pearce : 

<'  Will  you  please  state  all  that  you  know  respecting  the 
causes,  reasons,  and  influences,  which  were  brought  to 
bear  or  operated  on  the  collector,  Mr.  Ltttlefiekl,  at  New- 
port, Rhode  Island,  or  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, in  removing  David  Melvill,  a  weigber  and  ganger  un- 
der said  collector,  from  the  said  office  of  weigher  and 
gauger  1 

"  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Parks,  and  rejected,  as  follows, 
Mr.  Pearce  being  excused  from  voting: 

'<At£s — Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Wise — 3. 

*'Nat8 — Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Msnn,  Mr. 
Chaney  —4. 

«  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Kendall  : 

"  2.  Do  you  know  whether  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  did  or  did  not  communicate  to  you  and  to  Reu 
ben  M.  Whitney  his  intention  to  remove  the  depositee  be- 
fore he  advised  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  and 
whether  he  did  not  approve  of  R.  M.  Whitney  as  con- 
templated agent  of  the  deposite  banks  to  be  selected  before 
their  selection  1 

*'  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann,  and  rejected,  as  follows : 

**  Ates — Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Wise — 2. 

<*Nats — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Parks, 
Mr.  Maun,  Mr.  Chaney — 5. 

"  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Kendall : 

'*  4 .  Please  state  to  this  committee  all  you  know  respect- 
ing the  formation  of  a  club  called  the  Hickory  Club,  com- 
posed of  officers  of  the  Government  in  this  city  ;  state  its 
organization,  its  design,  and  its  means  of  operation ;  wheth- 
er its  members  were  officers  and  agents  of  the  executive 
departments ;  by  whom  it  was  organized ;  whether  its  design 
was  to  influence  the  elections  of  the  people ;  and  whether 
its  means  were  derived,  or  not,  in  part,  from  the  salaries 
of  executive  officers. 

<< Objected  to  by  Mr.  Parks,  and  rejected,  as  follows: 

«  Ates— Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Wise— 2. 

<'  Nats — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Hannegan, 
Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.,  Mann,  Mr.  Chaney— 7. 

«  QuesUon  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Kendall: 

« Do  you  know  whether  any  officers  or  agents  of  the 
executive  departments  have  ever  formed  political  combina- 
tions to  control  the  elections  of  the  people,  and  to  influence 
the  public  press  1 

<*  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann,  and  adopted,  as  follows : 

«  Atss — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Campbell, 
Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Wise — 5. 

'<Nats — Mr.  Hannegan,  Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr. 
Chaney — 4. 

«  Answer  by  Mr.  Kendall : 

<<  I  have  no  knowledge  of  any  combinations  of  public  of- 
ficers for  the  objects  stated  in  the  question,  nor  of  any  combi- 
nations of  which  public  officers  formed  a  part,  for  any  other 
purpose  than  to  promote  objects  of  a  general  character,  by 
discussion  of  principles,  vrithout  regard  to  men. 

"  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Kendall : 

**  6.  Will  you  please  to  state  what  combinations  you 
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know  of  to  promote  objects  of  a  general  character,  of  which 
public  officeni  formed  a  part ;  the  character  of  those  com- 
binations ;  whether  they  were  political  or  not ;  whether  fa- 
vorable or  not  to  this  administration,  and  to  the  election 
of  Martin  Van  Dureii  to  the  presidency  ;  and  whether  they 
aimed  to  procure  the  Government  patronage  for  their  ob- 
jects 1 

«  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Parks,  and  rejected,  as  follows : 
**At&b — Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Wise— 3. 
"Nats — Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Hannegsn,  Mr.  Parks, 
Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Chaney — 5. 

"  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Kendall : 
*<  8.  Will  you  please  look  upon  the  paper  handrd  you, 
and  state  what  you  know  respecting  the  facts  therein  spo- 
ken of  1 

"I'he  paper  alluded  to  is  in  the  following  words,  viz : 

"  *  Story  of  the  Indian  reservations. 

**  *Some  years  ago,  certain  tracts  of  land,  situated,  princi- 
pally or  wholly,  in  Uie  State  of  Mississippi,  were  reserved 
by  Congress  (or  by  Indian  treaty,  to  which  Congress  assent- 
ed) for  the  use  of  the  Indians,  and  tube  disposed  of  by  them, 
and  for  their  benefit,  whenever  the  President  of  the  United 
States  should  give  his  assent  to  such  sale  and  transfer, 
(not  otherwise.)  These  lands  were  known  to  be  very 
valuable,  and  tlie  poor  Indians  could  be  easily  enough 
managed;  perhsps  they  had  or  were  about  to  leave  the 
east  for  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi  river ;  but  how  to 
obtain  the  assent  of  the  President  to  so  large  a  sale  of  In- 
dian lands  to  a  company  of  speculators  seemed  a  more 
difficult  matter.  A  company  was  formed  in  Boston  two  or 
three  years  age,  with,  it  ts  believed,  a  capiul  of  $300,000, 
to  try  to  effifct  this  object.  Amos  Binney,  Esq.,  was  a 
leading  man  in  the  company ;  and  it  is  believed  that  Brod- 
head,  navy  agent  in  Boston,  was  another;  and  various 
other  individuals  had  a  greater  or  less  interest  in  it ;  but 
what  did,  as  is  believed,  obtain  the  President's  assent  to 
the  sale  ahd  transfer,  was  the  admission  of  Amos  Kendall, 
at  present  Postmaster  General,  into  the  concern ;  he  to 
have  one  third  part  of  the  profits  of  the  speculation  when 
it  shall  be  dosed  up,  without,  in  fact,  paying  one  dollar  of 
the  consideration,  although  he  may  appear  to  have  paid 
his  part  as  well  as  all  the  others.  Yet  the  agreement  of 
the  other  partners  with  Mr.  Kendall  was,  that  they  would 
furnish  the  money  to  pay  his  one  third  part  of  the  consid- 
eration,  free  from  interest,  provided  he  (KendalH  would 
obtain  the  assent  of  the  President  to  the  sale,  and  would, 
when  requested  so  to  do  by  the  other  partners,  go  to  the 
lands  and  transact  such  matters  and  things  relating  to  their 
common  interest  as  the  company  might  deem  expedient. 
The  lands  were  purchased  by  the  company ;  therefore,  we 
are  to  infer  that  Mr.  KendaJ!  did  obtain  the  Presidcnt*s 
assent  to  the  sale ;  but  Mr.  Kendall  was  not,  and  probably 
will  not  be,  called  on  for  any  further  services.  Those  in- 
terested in  the  purchase  speak  confidently  of  their  expect- 
ation of  realizing,  at  the  end  of  the  sales,  three  or  four 
dollars  for  every  one  invested.  The  people  of  the  United 
States,  by  this  transaction,  have  not  been  defrauded  or 
overreached ;  but  the  interest  of  the  Indians  in  these  reser- 
ations  has  probably  been  obtained  by  this  company 
for  less  than  half  its  market  value.  How  far  the  Presi- 
dent should  guard  the  interest  of  the  Indians  is  for  him 
and  Congress  to  determine;  possibly  it  may  have  some 
connexion  with  his  oath  of  office.  But  if  the  interests  of 
the  Indians  must  or  may  be  sacrificed,  shall  it  be  done  for 
the  benefit  of  a  few  favorites,  and  at  the  sole  suggestion  of 
one  indiridual,  himself  more  deeply  interested  than  any 
other  1     February  0,  1837.' 

'*  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann,  and  rejected,  %,%  follows : 

**Atvs— Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Wise — 3. 

"  Nats— Mr.  Hannegah,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Pearce, 
Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Chaney— 6. 


«  QuesUou  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Kendall : 
"Have  you,  or  not,  since  you  have  been  Fourth  Audi- 
tor and  Postmaster  General,  or  since  you  have  brenan 
executive  ofiEicer  of  this  Government,  been  editor,  proprie- 
tor, or  part  owner,  or  publisher,  joint  or  sole,  of  t  newspa- 
per called  the  Globe,  or  other  newspaper  published  in  thii 
DisUict,  or  in  the  United  Sutes  1  If  so,  sUte  vketbir 
you  have  or  liave  not  written  editorial  articles  for  the  tame; 
and  whether  you  have  had  or  exercised  a  cootrol  or  not 
over  its  general  course  in  politics. 

<<  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Hannegan,  and  rejected,  as  follows; 
'*  Atzs — Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lincoha,  Mr.  Wise— 3. 
«  Nats — Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Hannegan,  Mr.  Pvbi 
Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Chaney — 5. 

<*  No  further  questions  were  propounded  to  the  vitMB. 
<'  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Littlefield: 
«  1.  Please  state  to  this  committee  all  that  ymi  know 
respecting  the  conduct  of  David  Melvill,  wlulst  in  tbe  of- 
fice of  weigher  and  gauger,  at  Newport,  Rhode  IslaDd,  ao^ 
respecting  his  removal  firom  that  office,  and  the  actioo  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  thereon. 

« Objected  to  by  Mr.  Pearce,  and  rejected  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote : 

«  Atxs— ^Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Wis»— 3. 
"Nats — Mr.  Peaxce,  Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Mann— 3. 
**  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Henshaw : 
"  1 .  Is  Amos  Kendall  now,  or  has  he  been  siDce  he  by 
been  an  executive  ofllioer,  a  member  of  any  comptny  fe  t 
the  purchase  of  the  public  lands  !     If  so,  state  what  cod- 
pany,  and  the  extent  of  his  interest 

*'  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann,  and  rejected  : 
<*  Atu— Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Linccrfn,  Mr.  lViae-3. 
•*  Nats — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Cbsney— 3. 
'*  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Henshaw : 
«2.  Did  the  said  Amos  Kendall  apply  to  becoow  ■ 
member  of  said  company,  or  was  he  applied  to  hj  ns} 
company,  or  any  of  its  memben,  to  become  a  nembert 
"  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Pearce,  and  rejected : 
««  Atxs — Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Wiie-3. 
"Nats — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Chsney— 3. 
"  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Henshaw : 
••  8.  Did  the  said  Amos  Kendall  naake  any  advancr  ta 
the  capital  stock  of  said  company  t     And,  if  so,  in  whit 
manner  was  the  sum  procured  and  advanced  ? 
"  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann,  and  rejected : 
"Atxs— Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Wiise-S. 
"Nats — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Chaney— 3. 
"  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Henshaw : 
"4.  What  advantage  or  benefit  was  contemplated  frcn 
the  said  Amos  Kendall  becoming  a  member  of  said  coib- 
pany? 

"  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Pearce,  and  rejected : 
"  At  as — Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Wise— 3. 
"Nats — Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Chaney— 3. 
"  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Henshaw : 
"6.  Did  said  Amos  Kendall  at  any  time,  and,  if  ^ 
when,  apply  to  be  released  from  said  company  ?    And, » 
so,  what  reasons  did  he  assign  therefor  1 
"Objected  to  by  Mr.  Mann,  and  rejected: 
"Ates— Mr.  Campbell,  Mr,  Lincoln,  Mr.  Wise-S. 
"Nats— Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Chaney— 3. 
"  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Henshaw  : 
"9.  Have  you  any  information  of  persons  isteraW 
with  Mr.  Kendall  in  the  profits  of  buymg  and  selliDK  ^> 
lie  lands  ?    If  so,  state  what. 
"  Answer  by  Mr.  Henshaw  : 

"  I  have  no  information  of  any  persons  interested  at  thi^ 
time,  with  Mr.  Kendall,  in  the  profito  of  buying  aod  aS'^ 
public  lands. 

"  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Henshaw : 
"10.  Have  you  any  information  of  persons  who  w« 
been  interested  with  Mr.  Kendall,  since  be  has  been  fti>  ex 
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ecutive  officer,  in  the  profits  of  buying  and  telling  public 
lands  ?    If  so,  state  what 

**  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Parks,  and  rejected,  as  follows : 
"Atss — Mr,  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Wise — 2. 
"Nats — ^Mr.  Hannegan,  Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr. 
Chaney— 4." 

In  this  exhibit  of  catechism  we  see  neither  consistency, 
nor  propriety,  nor  liberality,  nor  ftimess,  in  propounding 
or  rejecting  interrogatories.    Some  questions  are  propound- 
ed to  some  witnesses^  which,  in  substance  the  same,  are  re- 
jected as  to  others.     Subjects  of  inquiry  of  the  deepest  in- 
terest to  the  public  were  peremptorily  excluded  from  inves- 
tigation.    Mr.  Woodbury,  for  example,  was  not  permitted 
to  respond  as  to  the  removal  of  David  Melvill,  or  to  ex- 
plain why  it  was  that  he  could  communicate  one  paper  and 
withhold  another  from  Congress,  touching  the  same  mat- 
ter, because  one  was  confidential,  the  other  not     Mr.  Du- 
ane  had  been  called  before  one  committee  of  investigation, 
and  an  answer  had  been  returned  to  him  there,  beemtee 
it  was  too  full  for  the  limited  resolution  under  which  that 
committee  was  appointed ;  he  was  called  before  this  com- 
mittee to  testify  as  to  the  grossest  abuses  on  the  part  of 
the  President  in  recognising  and  consulting  with  unknown 
and  irresponsible  private  persons,  of  doubtful  character,  to 
the  exclusion  of  those  who  were  his  regular  cabinet  coun- 
sellors and  constitutional  advisers ;  and  the  majority  would 
not  permit  him  to  teetify  at  all,  because  he  had  been  caiied 
before  the  other  committee^  whUh  had  also  refused  to  al- 
low him  or  any  other  witness  to  testify  at  all  on  the  sub- 
ject of  abuses,     Mr.  Yanderpoel,  of  New  York,  was  call- 
ed to  testify  whether  he  had  not,  as  was  known  to  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee,  represented  that  the  President  de- 
sired the  resolution  of  the  17 th  January ,  under  which  this 
eommittee  umss  appoinied,  to  pass,  and  not  the  amendment 
requiring  specif  charges,  which  was  ofiered  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Rhode  Island ;  and  to  testify,  also,  as  to  what 
authority  he  had  for  making  this  representation  to  mem- 
bers ;  and  the  majority  refused  to  hear  him.     Mr.  Stande- 
fer  was  called,  as  stated  to  the  committee,  to  prove  that  the 
President  of  t&e  United  States  had  written  letters  to  Ben- 
jamin  F.    Curry,  an  Indian  agent,  which  letters  were 
used,  and  intended  to  be  used,  bv  that  subordinate  execu- 
tive officer,   publicly,  against  the  election  to   Congress 
of  Mr.  Standefer;  that  thiBse  letters  were  read  publicly,  by 
this  agent,  to  crowds  of  the  people  in  Mr.  Standefor's  dis- 
trict, in  Tennessee ;  that  there  was  strong  circumstantial 
evidence  to  prove  that  this  was  done  with  the  knowledge 
and  approbation  of  the  President ;  and  yet  the  majority 
would  not  examine  this  witness,  because  the  conduct  of  the 
President  wcu  not  involved  in  the  inquiry  under  the  reso- 
lution,  aa  it  was  alleged  he  was  not  an  officer  or  agent  of 
the  executive  departments. 

And  the  witness,  Littlefield,  was  sent  for  hundreds  of 
miles,  for  the  known  object  of  telling  all  he  knew  in  rela- 
lion  to  the  removal  of  David  Melvill,  at  considerable  ex- 
pense and  trouble ;  and  when  he  arrived  he  was  permitted 
to  testify  only  as  to  some  stale  charges  against  that  in- 
jured man,  supported  only  by  ex  parte  prooi^  taken  with- 
out notice  to  him,  and  trumped  up  long  since  his  removal, 
for  the  obvious  purpose  of  punishing  him  for  daring  to 
complain  of  ^rrongs  already  inflicted.  Although  there  are 
highly  penal  laws  of  the  United  States  against  any  class 
of  executive  officers  being  concerned  in  trade^  or  in  the 
purchase  of  public  lands,  ot  other  pubUe,  property,  (see 
Gordon's  Digest,  page  30,)  and  although  the  charge  was 
nade  that  officers  prohibited  by  law  from  thus  trading  and 
ourchasing  public  lands,  and  other  public  property,  were, 
ind  hod  been,  constantly  speculating  on  their  official  infiu- 
ince  :  and  although  there  is  the  most  obvious  impropriety 
md  incompatibility  in  any  head  of  any  department  being 
hu8  tempted  and  tempting  in  his  place,  yet  the  subjects  of 
iealing  and  stpeeulaiing  in  Indian  reservations,  wherein 


there  is  much  foul  firaud  daily  practised  on  tribes  of  unpro- 
tected savages,  whom  the  United  States  are  bound  to  pro- 
tect, and  on  this  Government  itself,  and  whence  have,  no 
doubt,  sprung  such  disastrous  wars ;  and  of  dealing  arid 
speculating  in  public  lands,  whence,  it  is  supposed,  has 
been  generated  so  much  corruption  and  bribeiy  among  the 
officers  of  the  Government  of  every  description,  and  private 
citizens  of  all  classes,  Ufcre  sealed  subjects  in  this  eommittee. 

The  majority,  too,  it  is  proper  to  state,  showed  as  little 
industry  as  zeal  in  prosecuting  the  investigations  of  the 
committee.  They  generally  voted  to  adjourn  to  the  latest 
day ;  they  could  not  be  got  to  meet  more  than  once  a  day ; 
a  resolution  was  passed  to  meet  at  10  o'clock  A.  M.  and  7 
P.  M.  ;  one  night  session  was  held  on  the  16th  February, 
another  attempted  on  the  7th ;  but  two  members  (Mr. 
LurcoLir  and  Mr.  Wisk)  attended,  and  the  resolution  to 
meet  twice  in  twenty-four  hours  was  repealed  before  it 
operated  twice.  Such  has  been,  in  generaj,  the  course  of 
the  eommittee.  Such  was  to  have  been  expected  to  be  its 
course  from  the  moment  of  its  ^tpointment  Six  friends 
of  the  Executive  to  three  of  the  opposition  were  placed 
upon  it  by  the  Speaker,  who  is  supposed  to  owe  his  elec- 
tion to  the  influence  of  the  President  over  a  House  where 
there  is  an  overwhelming  majority  in  favor  of  the  admin- 
istration ;  and  of  these  six,  several  were  known,  by  their 
speeches  on  the  floor,  to  be  utterly  opposed  to  the  resolu- 
tion under  which  the  committee  was  appointed,  and  to  the 
investigation  which  that  resolution  instituted. 

But  the  appointments  and  labors  of  the  committee  have 
not  been  in  vain.  Though  their  inquiry  has  ffad  to  con- 
tend with  the  power  and  popularity  of  the  President— wiUi 
the  majority  which  his  name  and  inflnence  held  in  the 
House-— with  his  official  machinery  there— with  the  com- 
mittee created  to  smother  its  effi>rta— with  an  unprecedent- 
ed resistance  to  its  powers  by  the  departments'— with  one 
of  the  worst  evils  of  the  times,  that  gag' law  with  which 
patronage  rulea  the  silence  of  the  best  witnesses  with  the 
heaviest  masses  and  burdens  of  papers,  with  which  any 
bureau  usually  covers  up  calls  for  information,  and  baffles 
all  attempte  at  analysis  or  synopsis,  except  when  a  partial 
concealment  or  a  labored  self-acquittal  is  meant — with 
shortness  of  time,  six  weeks,  in  which  to  examine  the 
most  momentous  and  voluminous  subjecta,  the  witnesses 
scattered  hundreds  and  thousands  of  miles  over  the  Unit^ 
States,  during  the  vrinter  season — and  though  the  House 
discharged  from  attendance  the  main  witness  of  all,  as  to 
one  of  the  most  serious  charges  against  a  department,  and 
the  committee  has  since  refused  to  cause  him  (R.  M. 
Whitney)  to  be  summoned  under  a  resolution  stating  the 
strongest  special  reason  for  taking  his  testimony,  (see 
journal,  page—,)  yet,  in  spite  of  every  obstacle,  the  invea- 
tigation  has  developed  many  and  important  facta  which  it 
becomes  every  man  in  the  nation  to  know. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  undersigned,  also,  to  present  the 
facta  of  another  transaction,  which  involvea  the  conduct  of 
the  Secretary  of  State.  Reference  is  made  to  the  facta 
simply,  without  comment  or  the  expression  of  an  opinion. 
A  treaty,  or  pretended  treaty,  was  eoncJuded  at  New  Echo- 
ta,  Georgia,  on  the  29th  day  of  December,  1835,  by  Gen. 
William  Carroll  and  John  F.  Scbermerhom,  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  diieia,  headmen,  and  people, 
as  was  said,  of  the  Cherokee  tribe  of  Indians.  Whilst  the 
commissioners  of  the  United  States  were  acting,  applica- 
tion was  made  to  them  to  insert  an  article  in  that  tjeaty 
binding  this  Govemaant  to  pay  a  claim,  commonly  call- 
ed the  Golphin  claim,  A  synopsis  of  that  claim  is  here- 
with presented,  in  the  form  of  the  following  letter  to  the 
commissioners. 

**  Hon,  Wm.  Carroll  and  the  Hon.  JohnF.  Schermerhom,- 

<*Gbvtlsxsv:  The    Cherokee   Indians  having,  fn  a 
late  treaty  concladed  by  you  as  commissioners  of  the  Uni- 
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ted  States  mppointed  for  that  purpose,  expressed  their  wish 
that  certain  traders  might  be  paid  their  just  debts,  which 
were  stipulated  to  be  paid  by  the  treaty  of  1 773,  I  have 
taken  the  liberty  of  laying  before  you  a  short  history  of 
them,  being  more  full  than  heretofore  communicated  to 
you. 

"From  the  year  1761  till  the  date  of  the  treaty,  in 
1 763,  these  traders  had  furnished  the  ordinary  supplies  to 
the  Indians,  on  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  Creek  and  Chero- 
kee nations  ;  that,  being  in  great  distress  and  poverty,  the 
Indians  implored  the  British  Crown  to  accept  of  a  cession 
of  their  land,  (now  Wilkes  county,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,) 
to  the  end  that  their  traders  might  be  paid  their  debts,  and 
enabled  to  famish  them  (the  Indians)  with  goods  as  usual. 
Accordingly,  in  December,  1772,  the  Colonial  Governor 
of  Georgia  was  instructed  to  hold  a  treaty,  in  compliance 
with  the  wishes  of  the  Indians,  by  which  instructions  it 
appears  that  the  British  Crown  was  not  to  be  pledged,  on 
any  account,  for  the  payment  of  those  debts,  but  that  the 
lands  intended  to  be  coded  were  to  be  sold,  and  the  pro- 
ceeds applied,  in  the  first  place,  to  the  extingubhment  of 
those  debts^  and  the  sorplus  appropriated  to  the  defence  of 
the  colony. 

"The  treaty  was  made  in  1773,  and  contains  but  a 
single  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  British  Government, 
which  was  the.payment  of  the  debts  due  to  the  Indian  tra- 
ders from  the  sale  of  the  ceded  lands. 

'*  At'the  date  of  the  treaty,  the  Indian  traders  not  only 
released  the  British  Government,  but  also  the  Indians, 
from  aM  liabiHty  on  account  of  the  debts  of  the  latter. 

**  Tht  Colonial  Government  of  Georgia,  acting  in  obedi- 
ence to  instructions,  appointed  a  commission  to  execute 
the  treaty,  by  Bailing  the  lands  comprehended  in  the  trea- 
ty, and  ascertaining  the  amount  that  was  respectivoly  due 
to  the  Indian  tndera  when  the  war  of  the  Revolution 
broke  out 

"  Before^  however,  this  event  happened,  on  the  2d 
May,  1775,  George  Oolpbin,  who  was  an  Indian  trader, 
and  held  by  assignment  the  claims  of  other  Indian  traders, 
obtained  a  liquidation  of  hia  claims  to  the  amount  of 
£9,791  iftf.  bd.  of  the  currency  of  the  then  province  of 
Georgia ;  which  sum  was  again  gruarantied  to  be  paid,  ac- 
cording to  the  atipulation  of  the  tieaty. 

**  The  effect  of  the  revolutionary  war  was  to  place  be- 
yond the  power  of  the  British  Government  the  performance 
of  the  treaty  by  the  means  therein  specified.  But  a  part 
of  these  traders,  who  were  loyal  .to  the  Crown  during  that 
contest,  were  afterwards  paid  by  the  British  Government, 
notwithstanding  the  release  heretofore  referred  to. 

"Pending  the  negotiation  at  Paris,  in  1788,  a  me- 
morial was  l^d  before  the  American  commissioners,  in  be 
half  of  certain  merchants  trading  to  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia,  asking  for  indemnification  for  debts  due  to  them 
from  the  Creek  and  Cherokee  Indians,  for  the  payment  of 
which  a  tract  of  land  was  ceded  in  Georgia  in  1773. 

"As  the  American  commissioners  had  no  authority  to 
admit  or  deny  the  justice  of  the  claims,  they  were  trans- 
mitted to  Congress. 

"  It  is  believed  that  Congress  never  acted  on  this  sub- 
ject ;  or,  if  it  did,  such  action  was  adversely  to  the  claima 
of  the  memorialirts ;  for  we  find  that,  in  July,  1788,  an 
act  of  the  British  Parliament  was  paased,  creating  a  com- 
mission to  inquire  into  the  claims  of  stirrers  by  the  ces- 
sion 'of  Georgia  to  the  Americans. 

"And,  in  1790,  the  sum  of  ^£49,636,  with  interest  at 
thereto  of  four  per  centum,  was  appropriated  for  the  pay- 
ment of  claims  on  lands  in  Georgia  ceded  to  the  Ameri- 
cans. 

"  Under  the  ezpecUtion  of  being  indemnified  by  these 
acta  of  Parliament,  the  representative  of  George  Golphin 
employed  Charlea  Goodwin,  Esq.,  a  distinguished  lawyer 
of  South  Carolina,  new  deceased,  to  go  to  London  and  re- 


ceive the  amount  of  his  ancestor's  just  debt,  under  these 
acts  of  Parliament.  The  mission  of  Mr.  Goodwin  rcnlt- 
ed  in  a  failure,  not  on  account  of  the  justice  of  ihe  d^ 
of  Golphin,  but  the  obnoxiousnesa  of  his  condnct  daring 
the  revolutionary  struggle. 

"  On  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  the  exertions  of  thoR  b- 
terested  in  these  claims  have  been  equally  unsocceBfaL 
It  did  seem  equitable  that  laben  Georgia  had  scqoind 
jurisdiction  over  the  ceded  territory  in  question,  she  ocghi 
to  have  paid  these  debts.  Actiif g,  probably,  under  tbk 
conviction,  this  State,  in  1760,  passed  an  sctreqairio; 
such  Indian  traders  who  were  friendly  to  the  indepesd- 
ence  of  the  colonies,  and  had  claims  on  the  IndiaQs,  ks 
the  payment  of  which  the  county  of  Wilkes  was  ceded, 
that  they  lay  them  before  the  then  or  some  future  Legi^- 
ture ;  and  whatever  was  found  to  be  due  was  to  be  paid  in 
Treasury  certificates,  payable  in  two,  three,  and  four  jon, 
bearing  interest  at  six  per  centum. 

"  Holding  forth,  as  this  act  did,  a  pledge  thit  this  debt 
of  Golphin,  and  all  such  li^e,  would  be  paid,  his  rcpreaeat- 
ativeA  have  again  and  again  petitioned  the  LegislatDre  of 
Georgia.  The  uniform  Oiorse  of  that  Legislature  l» 
been  to  receive  the  petittona,  raise  a  committee,  whoJ^ 
port  favorably,  and  then  lay  it  on  ^e  table  for  the  balaoee 
of  the  session.  None  ever  questioned  the  justice  of  die 
debt,  or  the  firm  and  devoted  attachment  of  George  Gol- 
phin to  the  liberties  of  his  country. 

"  However  unfaithfully  the  State  of  Georgia  niaj  seem 
to  have  acted  on  this  subject,  her  conduct  will  be  probably 
justified  by  these  considerations ;  she  did  not,  by  her  on 
individual  act,  defeat  the  fulfilment  of  the  treaty  of  1773, 
but  that  it  was  defeated  by  the  act  of  the  United  States, 
as  it  was  a  war  of  all  the  States  united. 

"  And  more  especially  that,  as  the  Sute  of  Georgia,  ti 
early  as  1783,  had  set  apart  for  the  soldiery  and  otlw 
troops  this  same  territory  of  Wilkes  county,  (being  tba 
her  only  valuable  tad  unlocated  lands  to  which  the  b- 
dian  title  was  then  extinguished,)  for  the  purpose  of  fBl- 
filling  her  engagefnents  to  the  continental  troops. 

"That  afterwards,  in  1784,  when  her  territory  was  en- 
larged by  the  addition  of  two  other  counties,  a  large  sk- 
tion  of  her  fertile  lands  was  reserved,  for  the  ipatf  ^ 
twelve  months,  '  for  the  officers,  seamei\,  and  soldiers,  «^ 
were  entitled  to  lands  in  that  State  by  any  resoWe  of  Cos- 
gress,  or  act  or  resolve  of  ihat  State.* 

"That,  still  finding  the  bounties  promif«d  to  the  cod- 
tinentsi  soldiers  could  not  be  located,  by  reason  of  tbe 
smallness  of  the  territory  above  referred  to,  Georgia  aiter* 
wards,  in  1786,  declared  that  another  portion  of  her  loii 
should  be  deemed  a  reserve  for  the  space  of  twelve  mont^ 
'to  make  good  her  engagements  to  the  continental w- 
diery,  and  seamen,  and  officers  of  the  medical  depsit- 
ment.' 

"  Thus  we  find  that,  before  the  termination  of  the  re^ 
lutionary  war,  the  State  of  Georgia  had  actually  l*^^ 
as  a  resource  of  carrying  on  that  war,  on  the  ^ontiKj* 
soldiery,  by  way  of  bounty,  this  same  territory,  which  m 
been  pledged,  by  the  Colonial  Government,  for  the  p*J' 
ment  of  debU  due  to  the  Indian  traders;  and,  still  fiod^ 
her  engagements  to  that  soldiery  unfulfilled,  she  ^^^^ 
to  grant  bounties  out  of  her  soil.  In  this  aspect  ofj^ 
case,  it  does  appear  that,  whatever  liability  »PP«^?V5 
in  the  first  place,  on  the  Stote  of  Georgia,  that  la^ 
really  and  equitably  rests  upon  the  United  States. 

"  More  than  half  a  century  has  been  passed  in  «Jd» 
and  fruitless  negotiation  with  every  power  capable"*^ 
ing  justice  to  these  claims.  The  Indiana,  in  the  W* 
sort,  havtf  been  applied  to ;  they  have  only  hea«  »• 
simple  history  of  these  clsims,  and  acknowledged  u» 
moral  obligation  that  they  ought  to  be  paid; that,  aia^ 
ter  of  future  security,  and  to  avoid,  henceforth,  j[|'^ 
tunity  on  this  subject,  when  about  crossing  the  Mi»'*r 
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pi,  and  abandoning  the  lands  of  their  fathers,  they  desire  | 
that  their  fathers*  debts  may  be  paid. 

••MILLEDGE  GOLPHIN, 
One  of  the  heira  of  George  Golphin. 

An  article  was  inserted  (the  20th)  embracing  the  claim, 
to  wit: 

«« Art.  20.  The  United  States  do  also  hereby  guaranty 
the  payment  of  all  unpaid  just  claims  upon  the  Indians, 
without  expense  to  them,  out  of  the  proper  funds  of  the 
United  Stat^  for  the  settlement  of  which  a  cession  or  ces- 
sions of  land  has  or  have  been  heretofore  made  by  the  In- 
dians in  Georgia :  Providedf  The  United  States,  or  the 
State  of  Georgia,  has  deriv^  benefit  from  the  said  ces- 
sion or  cessions  of  land,  without  having  made  payment  to 
the  Indians  therefor.  It  is  hereby,  however,  further 
agreed  and  understood,  that  if  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  disapprove  of  this  article,  it  may  be  rejected,  with- 
oQt  impairing  any  other  provision  of  this  treaty,  or  affect- 
ing the  Indians  in  any  manner  whatever." 

The  treaty  was  sent  by  the  President  to  the  Senate, 
with  that  article  in  it.  The  Senate,  May  16,  1836,  re- 
fused to  advise  and  consent  to  the  ratification  of  that  ar- 
ticle, by  a  vote  of  26  to  12.  What  caused  the  Senate  to 
reject  it  thus  decidedly  is  not  known,  except  what  ap- 
pears on  its  &oe,  that  it  singularly  enough  stipulated  with 
the  Indians  that  the  United  States  would  pay  its  own  or 
Georgia's  debts  out  of  the  proper  funds  of  the  United 
States. 

Februaiy  13th,  the  Hon.  John  Forsyth  was  called  be- 
fore thb  committee,  and  the  following  examination  of  him 
as  a  witness  took  place  : 

•'  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Forsyth  : 
*'  1.  Were  you,  or  not,  personally  interested  in  a  cer- 
tain claim,  commonly  called  the  Golphin  claim,  as  to 
which  a  stipulation  was  inserted  in  the  last  Cherokee  trea- 
ty, as  sent  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  to  be  rati- 
fied 1 

"  Answer  by  Mr.  Forsyth: 

"I  have  been  interested  in  the  Golphin  claim  since 
1827  or  1828,  as  counsel  for  the  representatives  of  Gol- 
phin, and  expect,  whenever  it  is  paid,  a  portion  of  the 
sums  recovered. 

<*  Question  by  Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Forsyth : 
'*  2.  Do  you  know  whether  any  person  or  persons,  con- 
nected or  not  with  the  State  Department,  or  interested  or 
not  in  said  Gblphin  claim,  offered  a  reward,  in   money, 
roods,  or  other  valuable  consideration,   to  a  Cherokee 
;hief  named  John  Ross,  to  assent  to  the  stipulation  as  to 
laid  claim  inserted  in  said  treaty  1 
<*  Answer  by  Mr.  Forsyth  :  I  do  not. 
"  Question  by  Mr.  Mann  to  Mr.  Forsyth  : 
*'  9.  Has  the  Golphin  claim,  in  any  manner,  been  oflS- 
ially  before  your  Department  for  examination,  pending 
be  negotiation  of  the  late  treaty  with  the  Cherokee  In- 
iians  t 
**  Objected  to  by  Mr.  Parks,  and  adopted,  as  follows: 
**  Atks— Mr.  Pearce,  Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Mr.  Campbell, 
€r.  Lincoln,  Mr.  Mann,  Mr.  Wise-^. 
••Nats — Mr.  Parks,  Mr.  Chaney— 2. 
**  Answer  by  Mr.  Forsyth : 

**  The  Department  of  State,  since  it  has  been  under  my 
are,  has  had  no  concern  with  the  Golphin  claim,  other 
iian  in  certifying  some  documents  among  the  files  of  pe- 
ers relating  to  a  time  anterior  to  the  adoption  of  the  fed- 
'al  constitatton.  All  the-  business  of  Indian  treaties  is 
unsacted  in  the  War  Department,  to  which,  during  the 
d  ministration  of  it  by  Major  Eaton,  I  delivered  a  state- 
lent  of  the  Golphin  claim,  with  a  view  to  have  it  provi- 
ed  for  by  some  subsequent  arrangement  with  the  Creek 
r  Cherokee  Indians.  That  statement  having  been  mis- 
id,  another  statement  was  substituted  for  it,  by  the  par- 


ties interested,  during  Governor  Cass's  administration. 
While  the  treaty  was  negotiated  here,  the  representatives 
of  Golphin  had  an  agent  (Judge  Underwood)  in  this  city, 
who  applied  to  me  to  urge  the  President  to  admit  the  claim, 
which  Underwood  said  the  Indians  wished  to  see  paid.  I 
declined  any  conversation  with  the  President  on  the  sub- 
ject, because  of  my  contingent  interest.  Governor  Cass  tpld 
me  he  thought  the  claim  just,  but  doubted  whether  it 
should  not  be  paid  by  Georgia,  and  not  the  United  States. 
The  President,  as  Governor  Cass  informed  me,  refused, 
on  that  ground,  to  permit  an  article  respecting  it  to  be  put 
into  the  treaty.  And  when  the  treaty  was  considered  and 
decided  upon  in  the  Cherokee  country,  the  agents  of  Gol- 
phin procured  from  them  the  article  as  it  went  to  the  Sen- 
ate. The  claim  was  not  admitted  to  form  part  of  the  trea- 
ty, but  it  was  before  the  Senate  on  its  own  merits.  The 
original  demand  was  £9,000.  A  law  of  Georgia  promises 
to  pay  6  per  cent,  interest.  I  had  no  further  connexion 
with  the  insertion  of  the  article  in  the  treaty,  otherwise 
than  advising  the  representatives  of  Golphin,  before  in- 
serting it,  to  procure  from  the  Indians  an  urgent  applica- 
tion for  the  payment  of  the  claim ;  and  all  the  conversa- 
tions I  had  on  that  subject,  prior  to  the  treaty,  were  with 
the  parties  interested,  or  their  attorneys.  I  applied  to 
Major  Eaton  and  Governor  Cass  to  examine  the  claim, 
and  furnished  means  of  forming  a  just  opinion.  Both 
were  informed  of  my  personal  interest,  and  that  what  I 
said  to  them  proceeded  from  that  interest.  While  the 
tre-ity  was  before  the  Senate,  I  conversed  on  the  subject 
with  Mr.  Preston,  of  South  Carolina,  Mr.  Brown,  of 
North  Carolina,  and  Messrs.  King  and  Cuthbert,  of  Geor- 
gia, and  perhaps  with  others ;  but  to  no  one  without  a  dis- 
tinct warning  that  I  spoke  in  the  character  of  counsel  for 
the  parties,  having  a  contingent  interest.  My  appeals  to 
them  were  founded  solely  on  the  justice  of  the  claim,  and 
the  hardship  of  the  condition  of  the  claimants." 

'<The  following  communication  was  received  and  read  : 

**  WASHiiroToif,  February  14,  1837. 

*'  Sib  :  I  ask  leave  of  the  committee  to  correct  an  error 
in  my  statement  relative  to  the  amount  of  the  Golphin 
claim.  By  referring  to  document  No.  83,  of  the  Senate, 
you  will  find  a  copy  of  the  certificate ;  and  the  amount  is 
£9,791  l&s.  6^.,  and  not  £9,000,  as  I  had  supposed  yes- 
terday. 

« I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

"JOHN  FORSYTH. 

«  Hon.  Hbitbt  A.  Wisx, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee,  4^." 

Afterwards,  John  Ross,  the  principal  chief  of  the  Chero- 
kee nation,  was  called,  and  testified  as  follows : 

«Mr.  Wise  to  Mr.  Roes: 

*<  I.  Please  state  all  that  you  know  respecting  the  means 
which  were  employed,  or  the  influence  exerted,  by  any  of- 
ficer or  agent  of  the  executive  departments,  to  have  the 
stipulation  respecting  the  Golphin  claim,  commonly  so  call- 
ed, inserted  in  the  last  treaty  with  the  Cherokee  nation  ; 
and  to  obtain  your  assent  to  the  same,  after  it  was  inserted, 
as  a  chief  of  that  nation  or  tribe. 

"2.  Were  you  ofiered  a  reward,  bribe,  or  valuable  con- 
sideration of  any  kind — if  so,  whati — ^by  any  ofiicer  or 
agent  of  either  of  the  executive  departments,  or  by  any  per- 
son, for  any  officer  or  agent  thereof — if  by  any  one,  whom  1 — 
to  obtain  your  assent,  or  that  of  any  other  headman  or  chief 
of  your  nation,  to  said  Golphin  claim,  or  to  said  treaty,  in 
which  it  was  inserted  1 

"  3.  Will  you  please  state  all  that  you  know  respecting  the 
conduct  of  the  various  officers,  agents,  superintendents,  or 
other  persons  employed  or  paid  by  the  Government  to  su- 
perintend and  negotiate  its  affairs  with  the  Cherokees,  from 
the  year  1828  up  to  the  present  period  1 
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**  Aruwer  of  Mr.  JohnRou,  Indian  Chief. 

*<  WxtaiiroTOK  Citt,  February  S6,  1887^ 

<*8iR  :  In  reply  to  the  fint  question  propounded  to  me 
by  the  honorable  committee,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that 
I  know  of  none  of  the  means  which  were  employed,  or  of 
the  influence  exerted,  by  any  of  the  officers  or  agents  of 
the  executive  departments,  to  have  the  stipulation  respects 
ing  the  Golphin  claim  (so  called)  inserted  in  the  (alleged) 
Cherokee  treaty.  That  instrument  was  ne^tiated  and  en- 
tered inte  with  certain  unauthorized  individuals  of  the  Cher- 
okee nation,  at  a  time  when  I  was  in  this  city  with  a  dele- 
gation who  were  duly  authorized  and  empowered  by  said 
nation  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment. After  the  arrivd  of  John  F.  Schermerhorn,  the 
commissioner  of  the  United  States,  in  this  city,  and  of  sev- 
eral of  the  Cherokee  individuals  who  had  entered  into  the 
aforesaid  instrument,  and  who  had  come  on  for  the  purpose 
of  getting  their  proceedings  ratified  by  the  Government 
the  duly-authorized  delegation,  of  which  I  was  a  member, 
received  fiom  the  Cherokee  people,  through  the  hands  of 
certain  special  meesengersi  their  protest  against  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  pretended  treaty  aforesaid,  and  which  was 
communicated  to  the  War  Department  for  the  information 
of  the  President  At  the  same  time,  the  delegation  stated 
their  readiness  to  negotiate  with  the  Government  for  a  trea- 
ty, by  which  the  Cherokee  difficulties  might  be  satisfacto- 
rily and  honorably  adjusted.  A  reply  was  returned,  through 
the  Commissioner  of  Indian  AflUrs,  saying  to  us,  (the  del- 
egation,) <  You  will  distinctly  understand  that  you  will  not 
be  recognised  by  the  Department  as  members  of  a  delega- 
tion, unless  you  will  unite  with  those  who  had  come  on 
with  the  treaty,  and  sign  the  same,  and  co-operate  with 
them  to  effect  its  ratification.' 

<*  To  the  second  question,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that 
no  reward,  bribe,  or  valuable  consideration  of  any  kind,  has 
been  offered  me,  by  any  oflUcer  or  agent  of  either  of  the  ex- 
ecutive departments,  or  by  any  person,  for  any  officer  or 
agent  thereof,  to  obtain  my  assent,  or  that  of  any  other 
headman  or  chief  of  my  nation,  to  said  Golphin  claim,  er 
to  said  instrument  in  which  it  was  inserted. 

"  From  the  nature  of  the  oath  which  has  been  admini*- 
tered  to  me,  and  the  generality  of  the  questions  propound- 
ed, I  feel  bound  further  to  state,  as  concisely  and  substan- 
tially as  my  memory  will  permit,  such  facts  knovm  to  me 
as  I  believe  have  any  bearing  upon  those  questions.  Some 
time  during  the  session  of  the  Congress  of  1833-'33,  I  was 
called  upon  in  my  room  at  Brown*s  hotel,  on  one  ^nnday 
morning,  by  a  person  who  introduced  himself  as  a  Mr. 
Hunter,  doorkeeper  of  the  house  of  Representatives,  and 
who  inquired  if  I  was  acquainted  with  Mr.  Barney  McKin- 
ney,  of  Augusta,  Georgia.  I  replied  in  the  affirmative. 
He  then  asked  if  I  knew  any  thing  about  the  Golphin 
claim.  I  replied  that  Mr.  McKinney,  to  whom  he  had 
just  alluded,  had  once  been  at  my  house  in  the  Cherokee 
nation,  and  was  accompanied  by  Colonel  Andrew  Erwin ; 
that  said  McKinney  had  laid  before  me  certain  papers  in 
reference  to  that  claim ;  that  he  considered  the  claim  to  be 
a  good  one  against  the  State  of  Georgia ;  and  that  he  had 
proffered  to  lease  the  Cherokee  gold  mines,  and  to  pay  the 
nation  in  that  claim ;  that  my  reply  was,  that  I  had  no  au- 
thority to  dispose  of  the  gold  mines  in  any  manner,  nor  did 
I  know  whether  the  general  council  of  the  nation  would  be 
disposed  to  rent  them  out ;  and  if  the  council  would  make 
a  lease  of  them,  I  was  sure  that  it  would  nut  agree  to  ac- 
cept of  that  claim  in  payment,  however  good  it  may  be 
against  Georgia ;  because,  if  that  State  had  proved  herself 
faithless  towards  the  just  rights  of  her  own  citizens,  by  with- 
holding payment  to  that  claim,  the  Cherokees  could  have 
no  confidence  that  she  would  be  more  faithful  towards  them 
In  paying  it,  when  transferred  to  them.  Mr.  Hunter  re- 
marked that  he  had  acted  as  an  agent  for  the  proprietors  of 


that  claim,  in  trying  to  have  it  recognised  and  ptid,  u^kc 
he  had  spent  a  good  deal  of  money  on  that  buaMii;Kk 
was  interested  in  said  claim.  That  he  hsd  hem)  it  rap^ 
able  that  the  Cherokee  delegation,  then  in  the  citj,  voce 
enter  into  a  treaty  of  cession  with  the  GovfnuDcot;Bd!i 
in  case  a  treaty  be  negotiated,  and  I  woold  get  in  nui 
inserted  in  the  treaty  for  the  payment  of  that  dm, « 
woold  make  me  interested  in  it  to  the  amount  of  |46.iV 
or  $50,000 ;  this  proposition  was  spumed,  and  tht  is» 
view  broken  off  Some  short  time  thereafter,  I  wa  lai 
visited  in  my  room  by  another  gentleman,  who  mad 
himself  to  me  as  a  Mr.  Crawford,  of  Auguita,  Gcan 
then  late  Attorney  General  of  that  Sute.  Thii  gGiloB 
remarked  that  he  was  interested  in  the  Golphin  daii:,  a 
from  what  he  had  heard  of  Mr.  Huoter'i  inimirv  r: 
me  in  reference  to  that  claim,  he  was  sorrj  to  bclJeveii 
Mr.  Hunter  had  presented  the  subject  before  me  int» 
ner  that  was  offensive ;  and  be  hoped,  from  the  kfi0v«d» 
I  had  of  his  character,  and  the  respect  which  he  aie^ 
ed  for  mine,  that  I  would  believe  him  bcapaUe  of  ^ 
sing  any  thing  that  would  be  dishonoreble.  I  reln&v 
had  passed  between  Mr.  Hunter  and  myaelf^  aodoyiM 
my  regret  and  disapprot>ation  of  being  thus  tampcnd  k: 
He  expressed  his  disapprobation  also  of  the  asGe  ^ 
which  Mr.  Hunter  had  presented  the  subject  Wot  a 
Mr.  Crawford  then  proposed  to  surrsnder  into  oj  bii 
the  documents  relating  to  the  Golphin  claim;  and ot^^ 
treaty  be  entered  into  with  the  Government,  and  6e  Jt» 

Sition  would  get  an  attiele  inserted  to  bind  the  T:* 
tates  to  pay  that  claim,  the  delegation  might  ntaia  sa 
a  portion  of  the  amount  of  the  claim,  for  the  beoefttcftf 
nation,  as  they  thought  proper— even  theooehal^Ma 
the  residue  be  paid  over  to  the  proper  daimsnti.  Ii^ 
having  any  thing  to  do  with  the  daim,  or  to  exuBV* 
documents,  because  it  was  not  a  debt  againit  the  Oe^ 
nation ;  and  if  conaidered  as  a  claim  againA  the  X^ 
States,  it  ought  to  be  presented  before  the  proper  ofioac 
the  Government,  for  settlement  Some  time  du3{»| 
session  of  the  Congress  of  1834-'35,  WiUianH  T^ip 
wood,  Esq.,  of  Georgia,  who  had  been  employed  to  0» 
the  righu  of  the  Cherokees  before  the  courts  of  tbtt^ 
arrived  in  this  dty,  unsolicited  by  the  Cherokee  dciei^ 
and  whilst  the  delegation  were  in  correspondence  v^>-^ 
Sccretaxyof  War  on  the  subject  of  negotiatiofit^ 
Mr.  Underwood  remarked  to  me  that  he  was  intra^^ 
the  Golphin  claim,  and  was  promised  a  handaooet" 
its  collection;  that  he  was  poor,  and  if  thedekgi^'^' 
gotiated  a  treaty  with  the  Government,  he  vmM  ^ 
as  a  great  favor  in  me  if  I  would  secare  the  in^; 
such  an  article  in  it,  which  he  would  draw  up*  f^.* 
such  language  as  would  not,  in  the  slightest  nauiffi^ 
the  interesU  or  righU  of  the  Cherekeei^  hot  ^\^ 
conunit  the  United  Sutea  to  pay  the  daim,  and  that  1» 
be  no  kwer.  I  replied  that  he  weU  knew  I  bad  «<^ 
position  to  render  him  any  favor,  without  icmu*^ 
when  in  my  fower  to  do  it  honorably,  and  wJtJj*^  '^ 
to  the  natimk  A  short  period  thereafter,  wbeo  I  ^-^ 
paring  a  communication  lo  the  Secretary  of  ^^^  ^^ 
cing  certain  propositions  for  a  treaty,  Mr 


Uwkr«* 


came  into  my  room,  and  showed  me  an  f^  .Vj 
had  drawn  up,  to  embrace  the  Golphin  claim,  *^^^ 
I  would  not,  in  the  condoding  pwt  of  the  f^^\, 
which  I  was  then  writings  insert  it  ss  a  psit of  ^^l, 
sitions  of  the  delegation.  I  replied  no ;  and  bento^  ' 
the  room.  Soon  after  this,  Wr.  John  F.  &*5^;, 
commissioner  of  the  United  States  ncfo^u'^ '  ^:  ^ 
tion,  in  treaty  form,  with  John  Ridge  and  other  i*^'^. 
of  the  Cherokee  nation,  than  in  this  city ;«»  ^^ 
Underwood  left  the  dty,  it  was  made  known  »«^^ 
the  Government  had  paid  his  expenses  in  canis|> 
here,  and  returning  horn*.  .  .,^ 

«  After  my  return  to  the  Cherokee  nation,  u>  >^"' 
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rihe  ipring  of  1835,  it  was  commttnicBted  to  me  that  Mr. 
fnderwood  and  John  Ridge  had  written  a  letter  to  the 
ecretary  of  War,  suggeating  that,  if  the  Cherokeea  were 
Hored  that  the  Praatdent  wonld  not  offer  them  any  other 
inns  for  a  treaty  than  were  contained  in  the  propoaitiona 
egotiated  with  Ridge  and  othera,  in  all  probability  they 
ould  be  induced  to  adopt  them ;  that  a  letter,  in  raply  from 
le  Secretary,  waa  retomed,   making  auch  declarationa  aa 
id  been  auggeated,  extmcta  of  which  were  then  tranamit- 
d  by  Mr.  Underwood  to  certain  peraona  in  the  nation,  for 
le  information  of  the  Cherokeea.     After  thia,  there  foUow- 
I  a  letter  from  the  Preaident  of  the  United  Statea  to  Got- 
nor  Lumpkin,  authorizing  the  GoTcmor  io  make  it  known, 
r  the  information  of  the  Cherokeea,  that,  if  they  did  not 
cept  of  the  propoaitiona  offered,  he  would  not,  during  hia 
Iministration,  offer  them  any  other  tenna,  but  give  them 
)  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Stat<$  authoritiea,  to  be  dealt 
itb  as  they  may  think  proper.     In  the  course  of  the  aum* 
er  of  that  year.  Major  William  Y.  Uanaell,  who  had 
en  aMociated  with  Mr.  Underwood  aa  an  attorney  at  law, 
id  me  a  Tiait  at  a  mineral  apring,  where  I  had  taken  my 
nily  for  their  health.     He  made  known  to  me  that  Mr. 
^rsyth,  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  Statea,  waa 
en  or  had  been  in  Georgia,  and  that  he  (Hanaell)  had 
oertained  from  an  unqueationable  aouroe  that  Mr.  For- 
th waa  one  of  the  partiea  iniereated  in  the  Oolphin  claim  ; 
It  he  poaaeaaed  great  influence  over  the  Preaident,  and, 
{withstanding  the  declarationa  made  by  the  President 
rough  Govenior  Lumpkin,  Mr.  Forsyth  could  and  would 
Juce  the  Preaident  to  grant  an  additional  aum  of  money, 
fficient  to  cover  the  Golphin  claim,  over  and  above  what 
u  stipulated  in  the  propoaitiona  submitted  to  the  nation, 
the  Cherokeea  would  aanction  a  treaty  upon  auch  terma. 
"  To  the  3d  question,  I  beg  leave  to  remarii  that  a  atate- 
$nt  to  thia  queation  would  necessarily  be  very  lengthy, 
lich,  together  with  the  want  of  referencea  to  auch  docu- 
mtary  tacts  aa  are  not  at  present  within  my  reach,  ren- 
ra  it  impoasible  for  me  to  prepare  an  anawer  during  the 
Bsent  aeeaion  of  Congresa.     The  honorable  committee 
U  therefore  pleaae  to  excuae  me  for  simply  referring  them 
the  correapondence  between  myaelf  and  aaaociatea  and 
s  various  oflicera  of  the  Government,  and  to  the  memo- 
la  and  proceata  aabmitted  both  to  the  executive  depart- 
tnta  and  the  Congreaa  of  the  United  Statea,  by  myaelf 
d  colleagues,  on  the  part  of  the  Cherokee  nation,  from 
36  up  to  the  present  session  of  Congreaa;  and,  in  con* 
iflion,  to  lay  before  them  an  official  general  order,  (No. 
,)   dated    <  Headquarters,   Army,  £.   T.  and  C.   N., 
rt  Case,  November  3,  1836,'  and  aigned  <  John  E.  Wool, 
igadier  General  commanding.' 

"I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  reapectfully,  your  obe- 
at,  hamble  servant, 

«JOHN  ROSS. 
"  To  the  Hon.  HajiRT  A.  Wisa, 
Chairman  of  the  Select  Committee  of  Inveetigoiion," 

'*Hi4D«UAmTiBa,  Abxt,  E.  T.  xirn  C.  N., 

Fort  Cass,  November  3,  1836. 

<*  GENERAL  ORDERr-No.  74. 
'  I  am  nistrueted  by  the  Preaident  of  the  United  Statea, 
9agh  the  War  Department,  to  make  known  to  Mr.  John 
SB,  and  all  othera  whom  it  may  concern,  that  it  ia  hia 
sf  mination  to  have  the  late  treaty,  entered  into  between 
Uiiited  Statea  and  the  Cherokee  people,  and  ratified  by 
Senate  the  36th  May,  1886,  <religioualy  fulfilled,  in  all 
parts,  terms,  and  oonditiona,  within  the  period  pre- 
bed  ;  *  and  that  *  no  delegation  which  may  be  aent'  to 
Lshington,  *  with  a  view  to  obtain  new  terms,  or  a  mod- 
ition  of  those  of  the  existing  treaty,  will  be  received  or 
>g^niaed ;  nor  will  any  intercourae  be  had  with  them,  di- 
\j  or  indirectly,  orally  or  in  writing ;'  and  that  the  Prea- 
li    regards  the  proceedinga  of  Mr.  Uoas  and  hia  aaso- 


ciatea,  in  the  late  council  held  at  Red  Clay,  '  aa  in  direct 
contravention  of  the  plighted  faith  of  their  people ;  and  a 
repetition  of  them  will  be  conaidercd  aa  indicative  of  a  de- 
aign  to  prevent  the  execution  of  the  treaty,  even  at  the 
hazard  of  actual  hoatilitiea ;  and  they  will  bie  promptly  re- 
pressed.' 

**  It  ia  further  n^ade  known,  by  inatmctiona  from  the 
War  Department,  that  <  if  any  of  our  dtizena  enter  the 
Cherokee  country,  and  incite  oppoaition  to  the  execution  of 
the  treaty,'  they  will  be  proceeded  agatnat  according  to  the 
lawa  of  the  State,  if  any  exist  on  the  aubject,  in  which  they 
may  enter ;  and  if  there  ahould  be  <  no  law  of  the  State 
which  can  be  brought  to  bear  on  them,  and  under  which 
they  may  be  removed,'  '  it  ia  the  opinion  of  the  Preaident,' 
aa  expreaaed  through  the  War  Department,  *that  they 
may  be  removed'  out  of  the  country  <  under  the  6th  article 
of  die  treaty,'  in  which  the  United  Statea  guaranty  that 
the  Cherokeea  ahall  be  *  protected  against  interruption  and 
intrusion  from  citicena  of  the  United  States  who  may  at- 
tempt to  aettle  in  the  country,'  unices  it  is  with  the  express 
consent  *  of  the  committee  who  are  acting  under  the  12th 
article  of  the  treaty ;  and,  by  the  terma  of  that  article,  they 
alone  are  authorised  to  give  it.' 

*<  All  officers  of  the  army,  whether  commanding  volun- 
teera  or  regular  troopa,  under  my  command,  are  required 
and  directed  to  make  known  to  all  peraona  residing  or  who 
may  come  within  the  range  of  their  reapective  commanda 
the  contenta  of  thia  order ;  and  to  make  diligent  aeareh  and 
inquiry  in  regard  to  all  citiaena  who  may  enter  the  Cherc 
kee  country  and  incite  oppoaition,  or  interfere  with  the  due 
execution  of  the  treaty,  and  report  their  namea  and  places 
of  reaidence,  without  delay,  to  general  headquartera,  in 
order  that  they  may  be  proceeded  againat  according  to  the 
iawa  of  the  country  and  the  inatmctiona  of  the  President  of 
the  United  Statea.  They  are  also  required  and  diiectod  to 
prevent  all  meetinga  and  to  break  up  all  councila  coming 
to  their  knowledge,  assembled  in  the  Cherokee  country,  for 
the  purpose  of  opposing  the  treaty  or  discussing  its  non- 
execution. 

"  JOHN  B.  WOOL, 
Brigadier  General  eommanding,** 

The  amount  of  this  Golphin  claim,  principal  and  inter- 
est, ia  estimated  at  about  $150,000. 

The  undersigned  deems  it  to  be  his  duty  to  present  also 
another  aubject  clearly  before  the  House  and  the  nation. 

On  the  1 1th  July,  1836,  the  Treasury  Department  issued 
a  circular  to  the  land  receivers  and  deposite  banks,  re- 
quiring specie  in  payment  for  the  public  land?.  This  cir- 
cular, it  is  believed,  was  dictated  by  the  President,  without 
the  concurrence  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  it  is  be- 
lieved to  have  benefited  speculators  in  the  public  lands 
only,  many  of  whom  are  charged  to  be  officers  of  the  Gov- 
emment ;  and  the  circular  itaelf  waa  thought  to  be,  if  not 
in  violation  of  law,  a  subpension  of  law — at  least  in  viola- 
tion of  a  aacred  principle  of  civil  liberty,  **  that  all  power 
of  nupendingJcavBf  or  the  execution  of  lawa,  by  any  au- 
thority without  the  consent  of  the  repretentatives  of  the 
peopk,  ie  injurious  to  their  rights,  tmd  ought  not  to  be 
exercised,^*  The  circular  was  an  abuse  in  itself,  but  its 
application,  or  rather  the  exception  in  ita  application,  was  a 
greater  abuse  still,  as  the  following  correspondence  between 
the  Branch  Bank  of  Alabama,  at  Decatur,  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  will  show. 

The  cashier  of  the  Branch  of  the  Bank  of  the  State  of 
Alabama,  at  Decatur,  addreased  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  dated  July  38,  1886,  in  which  he  says: 

*<  Brasch  of  tbb  Bank  ot  trx  State  or  Alabama, 

DxcATOR,  July  9%,  1836. 

**  Sib  :  In  conaequence  of  your  letter  under  date  of  the 
11th  inatant,  addreaaed  to  the  receivera  of  public  money," 
dtc.  [meaning  the  drcnlar  requiring  specie  for.  the  public 
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lands,]  '*  the  directors  of  this  institution  ha^a  ordered  me 
to  make  the  following  inquiry  : 

**  In  consequence  of  the  purchase  by  you  of  five  bun* 
dred  thousand  dollars  of  Alabama  State  bonds,  being  for 
the  increase  of  the  capital  of  this  branch  bank,  the  pay- 
ment of  which  has  been  agreed  to  bo  made,  from  time  to 
time,  by  the  receiver  of  moneys  at  Pontitoc,  for  the  lands 
sold,  or  to  be  sold,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Chickasaw  nation, 
as  fully  expressed  in  the  terms  of  purchase  and  sale,  under 
date  31st  March,  1836, 1  would,  therefore,  very  respectfully 
beg  leave  to  inquire  whether  you  will  be  pleased  to  order 
the  said  receiver  at  Pontitoc  to  accept,  in  payment  for  said 
public  lands,  the  notes,  or  certificates  of  deposite,  of  this 
branch  bank,  to  the  amount  of  $500,000,  or  such  an 
amount  as  may  be  due  this  branch  bank  at  the  time  of  said 
payments  being  made.  This  bank,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
agreeing  to  redeem  its  own  notes  by  checks  at  eight — in 
this  instance,  payable  either  at  the  Union  Bank  of  Louisi- 
ana or  Citizens'  Bank,  New  Orleans;  the  Mechanics* 
Bank,  Philadelphia,  or  the  Phoenix  bank.  New  York;  for 
any  sum  or  sums  over  and  above  the  amount  due  to  it  fivm 
the  Treasury,  and  which  might  be  paid  to  the  receiver  at 
Pontitoc  for  Chickasaw  lands  during  the  present  year. 

*'  This  request  is  not  made  with  a  view  to  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  bank  so  much  as  for  the  convenience  of  the 
people,  particularly  the  citizens  of  this  valley,  a  number  of 
whom  have  already  made  settlements  in  the  Chickasaw 
country,  and  are  consequently  about  to  remove  there.  It 
is,  therefore,  at  their  suggestion  that  the  directoTy  rf  the 
institution  have  been  induced  to  request  such  an  applica- 
tion to  be  made ;  for  (permit  me  to  say)  this  bianch  bank 
is  fully  prepared  to  aflTord  itscistomers  the  necessary  facili- 
ties for  the  payment  of  their  lands  in  specie  dollars ;  but 
the  trouble  and  risk  in  the  transmission  of  such  being  on 
all  hands  acknowledged  to  be  great,  through  a  country  but 
thinly  peopled,  and  where  several  robberiea  and  depreda-. 
tions  have  been  committed,  that  we  are  anzious  that  the 
same  facilities  which  have  heretofore  been  extended  to  them 
should  bo  continued. 

*<  Under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case,  this 
branch  bank  having  to  receive  a  large  proportion  of  the 
whole  amount  of  money  which  will  have  to  be  paid  at 
Pontitoc  for  lends  sold  there  this  fall,  it  is  hoped  the  arrange- 
ment sought  for  will  not  be  considered  in  any  way  inju- 
rious to  the  public  interest,  while  it  would  be  a  great  ac- 
commodation to  the  citizens  of  this  section  of  country,  as 
well  as  to  this  institution.  I  am  in  daily  expectation  of  re- 
ceiving the  bonds  referred  to  from  the  bank  of  the  State  at 
Tuscaloosa,  which,  when  received,  shall  be  executed  im- 
mediately, and  forwarded  for  the  amounts  as  received  from 
the  receiver  at  Pontitoc. 

**  With  greatest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

••JAMES  DURNO,  Cashier. 

••Hon.  Levi  WoonnunT, 

Seereiary  oj Uu,  Treasury.'* 

The  reply  of  the  Secretary  was  as  follows  : 

••Trxiscrt  Depabtxext,  August  II,  1636. 

••Sir:  Your  communication  of  the  28th  ultimo,  re- 
specting the  receipt  of  the  notes  of  your  bank  by  the  re- 
ceiver at  Pontitoc,  to  the  amount  of  your  contract  with  this 
Department,  has  been  received. 

••  I  am  willing  that  he  should  take  your  notes  to  the  ex- 
tent of  what  is  coming  to  your  bank,  under  the  contract, 
upon  your  agreeing  to  receive  them  from  him  as  money. 
He  is  authorized  to  do  this  in  that  way,  and  to  that  extent, 
on  your  showing  liim  this  letter ;  but  I  cannot  alter  the 
regulations  as  to  notes  generally  and  for  general  purposes. 

•*I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

'•LEVI  WOODBURY,  See.  TWasury. 

••James  Du  UNO,  Esq., 

Cashier  Branch  Bank  of  Alabama,  Decatur." 


ThuB,  by  this  circular,  and  this  exception  under  h,  sot 
only  were  the  laws  suspended,  but  their  wiifirmity  de- 
stroyed, by  the  authority  of  the  President  aime,  mmt£' 
etiely  after  Congress  was  tn  aesstofi.  One  portion  of  tbe 
people  was  accommodated,  in  being  allowed  to  pay  fcr 
public  lands  in  convenient  bank  notes,  whilst  their  nei^- 
bors  were  obliged  to  pay  in  specie,  at  every  coit,  od 
trouble,  and  risk  of  transportation.  One  bssk'i  notn 
were  received  to  any  amount  less  than  $600,000  doUsi, 
whilst  the  banks  of  the  surrounding  States,  or  of  Iman- 
see  at  least,  were  run  heid  for  every  dollar  or  com  utich 
could  be  had.  The  presidential  election  was  then  fis 
approaching ;  and  what  effect  this  indulgence,  iird  thai 
contained  in  the  circular  aa  to  bank  notes  of  MiaoaRppi 
banks,  for  lands  in  Mississippi,  had  upon  the  people  of  tb 
two  dtatea,  Alabama  and  Misaissippi,  it  is  not  difficolt  ^ 
determine. 

There  are  a  number  of  other  cases  which  might  br  «- 
lected  from  the  testimony,  (he  whole  mass  of  whidi  is  td- 
mitted,  but  the  committee  has  not  had  time  to  report  par- 
ticularly upon  them.  The  undersigned,  however,  voo'^ 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  particularly  to  t  report  d 
Amos  Kendall  and  John  P.  Van  Ness,  commissioDcn  ap- 
pointed, by  authority  of  the  Preaident,  to  receive  tod  ir- 
port  testimony  touching  certain  charges  preferred  br  H 
Gassaway  ;  and  also  to  the  testimony  of  Commodore  Moins 
and  Charles  W.  Qoldsborougfa,  in  relation  to  ssid  charge, 
in  the  appendix  to  the  journal  of  this  committee.  Ose 
thing  is  remarkable  about  this  notable  commisaion,  ik«t 
the  commissionera,  it  seamed,  issued  suBrcBinsforwitsa- 
ses  in  the  form  of  •'request,"  and  it  is  believed  that  one  9 
both  of  them  adminislered  corporal  oaths.  How  fir  tbf 
constitution  of  this  tribunal  was  in  the  competency  of  eiK- 
utive  authority,  the  undersigned  is  not  prepared  to  w 
But  this  [they]  are  prepared  to  say :  that,  whilst  the  ?n&- 
dent  was  denouncing  this  committee  as  worw  thtn  t  Spit- 
ish  inquisition,  he  should  have  looked  well  to  hii  own  i^ 
instituting  eommissioiis  of  inquiry.  Certain  it  is,  tbsi 
thotiigh  these  commissioners  reported  very  strongly  t^- 
several  officers  in  the  Navy  Departnient,  not  one  of  tbor, 
as  for  as  this  committee  is  inibnned,  has  ever  been  rr- 
moved  from  office. 

It  had  been  represented  to  a  member  of  the  committK 
that  disburaing  officers  had  unnecessarily  drawn  specK 
from  the  deposite  banks,  after  the  issuing  of  the  Trewa^ 
circular  requiring  specie  payments  fbr  public  Isods,  iw 
sold  the  same  as  merchandise,  fbr  their  private  profit)  tt 
those  who  required  specie  at  the  land  offieea.  This  sdIJ«< 
was  left  unexamined,  except  by  a  call  on  the  Depsrtnv^ 
which  resulted  in  developing  nothing  of  the  sbuie.  1" 
subjects  of  frauds  in  Indian  reservations,  and  in  the  pv- 
chase  and  sales  of  public  lands,  in  connexion  with  the  l^ 
gislation  of  Congress,  as  well  as  the  executive  admiius'^'*' 
tion,  were  necessarily  left  untouched,  although  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee  was  called  to  them  in  varioosways- 

[See  anonymous  letters,  and  the  exammationc  of  .^n^ 
Kendall  and  David  Henshaw ;  see,  also,  the  letter  of  It 
T.  Archer,  and  the  answer  of  the  Department  to  the  caS 
of  the  committee,  on  its  subject-matter.]  .  i 

The  minority  cannot  do  less  than  justice  to  CoIoiki  , 
Towson,  the  paymaster  general  of  the  army,  hy  sayiBf 
that  a  complaint  waa  made  against  his  official  conduct  pt< 
person  named  Hobby,  and  he  promptly  asked  for  ."'^'"jj 
and  investigation,  as  the  best  means  of  doing  jo^^'^ 
to  the  Government  and  the  officer;  tlie  committee  had  c*  , 
time  to  examine  and  report  upon  his  case,  and  can  only '^  | 
fer  to  his  testimony  for  the  facts  of  his  defence.    For  otbtf 
matters,  abo  of  great  interest,  the  minority  mu»t  ^%^ 
crally  to  the  testimony  of  the  Honorable  H.  L.  '*M'*'  , 
John  Bell,  Balie  Peyton,  Francis  W.  Piaens,  Heniy  a^  , 
Wise,  Amos  Kendall,  David  Henshaw,  John  Row^  i 
others  who  wer«  exunined.     Manv  who  wcw  •wntw**" 
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and  iwom  could  not  be  examined  ;  aome  for  the  want  of 

time,  and  others  because  they  would  not  have  been  per- 
mitted to  testify  as  to  the  matter  of  evidence  for  which  they 

were  called. 

There  ia  not  time,  in  fact,  or  opportunity,  (part  of  the 
journal  of  the  committee  having  been  until  the  present 
moment  in  the  hands  of  the  printer,)  to  digest  and  properly 
arrange  the  facts  which  have  been  proved.     But,  in  con- 
clutioo,  the  undersigned  would  humbly  hope  that  the  la- 
bors of  the  committee  may  be  fruitful  of  health  and  purity 
to  the  adminiatmtion  of  the  Government.     Whether  in- 
quiry results  in  vindicating  public  officers,  and  demonstra- 
ting their  integrity  and  capaaty,  or  in  detecting  and  expo- 
sing their  errors  of  maleadministiation,  their  diaracters  on 
the  one  hand,  and  the  interests  of  the  Government  on  the 
other,  are  well  worth  the  trouble  and  the  cost  of  inquiry. 
The  wisest  system  of  laws  is  no  better  than  the  worst, 
when  corruptly   and    ignorantly  administered ;  and  the 
worst  system  as  wholesome  as  the  best,  when  administered 
by  pure,    patriotic,  capable,   and  independent  public  ser- 
vants, who  act  officially  with  a  single  eye  to  the  public 
good. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  as  a  substitute  for  the 
report  of  the  majority.  HENRY  A.  WISE. 

FXBBUART  27,  1637. 


TREATY  WITH  SPAIN. 


DocumefiU  in  relation  to  the  bill  "giving  effect  to  the  Sth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  1819  with  Spain. 

In  SsiTATB  OP  THE  UiriTxi)  Statxs, 

January  4,  1837. 

Mr.  KiivG,  of  Georgia,  submitted  the  following  documents 
in  relation  to  the  bill  *<  giving  effect  to  the  Sth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  1819  with  Spain  :*' 

last  of  papers  translated  by  Robert  Greenhow,  translator 
of  foreign  languages  to  the  Department  of  State  of 
the  UmUed  States,  for  the  honorable  J.  M,  WhUe,  of 
Florida, 

A.  Letter  from  Don  A.  Caldenm  dela  Barca,  minister 
>f  Spain  in  the  United  States,  to  the  honorable  J.  M. 
White,  dated  March  10,  1836. 

B.  Preliminary  convention  of  November  3,  1762^  be- 
ween  France  and  Spain,  for  the  surrender  of  Louisiana  to 
the  latter. 

C.  Acceptance  of  the  cession  of  Louisiana  by  the  King 
>f  Spain,  November  13,  1 762. 

D.  Definitive  act  of  cession  of  Louisiana  by  France  to 
^pain,  N'ovember23,  1762. 

E.  The  6th  article  of  the  preliminary  convention  of 
*ontainebleao,  of  November  3,  1762  ;  indentical  with — 

F.  The  7th  article  of  the  treaty  of  peace  and  friendship 
etween  Spain  and  France,  signcMl  at  Paris,  February  10, 
763. 

0.  N'ote  from  the  Duke  de  Choiseul,  prime  minister  of 
'rance»  to  the  Spanish  ambassador  at  Paris,  accompany- 

^g — 
H.    Order  from  the  King  of  France  to  the  Governor  of 

ouisiana  to  deliver  that  province  to  Spain,  April  21, 

764. 

1.  The  2d  article  of  the  treaty  between  Spain  and  the 
nlted  States^  signed  at  San  Lorenzo  el  Real,  October  27, 
795. 

K.  Preliminary  and  secret  treaty  of  October  1,  1800, 
ftvreen '  France  and  Spain,  for  the  enlargement  of  the  ter- 
orics  of  the  Dake  of  Parma  and  the  restoration  of  Louisi- 
la  to  France. 

Tj.  Treaty  of  Aranjuez,  for  the  enlargement  of  the  do- 
ixiiona  of  the  Duke  of  Parma,  or  rather  for  his  elevation 
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I  to  the  throne  of  Tuscany,  and  the  restoration  of  Louisiana 
to  France,  signed  March  21,  1801. 

M.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  Spain  to  Mr. 
C.  Pinckney,  minister  of  the  United  States  at  Madrid,  re- 
fusing to  sell  Florida  or  to  admit  an  American  commer- 
cial agent  at  New  Orleans,  April  7,  1802. 

N.  Letter  from  Charles  Pinckney,  minister  of  the  Uni> 
ted  States  in  Spain,  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of  Spain, 
respecting  the  conduct  of  the  intendant  of  New  Orleana, 
and  proposing,  in  tlie  name  of  the  United  States,  to  pur- 
chase the  Floridas,  February  17,  1803. 

O.  Propositions  accompanying  the  above  letter  (N.) 

P.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  Spain  to  Mr. 
C.  Pinckney,  complaining  of  the  sale  of  Louisiana  by 
France  to  the  United  States,  and  declaring  the  Floridas 
not  to  be  the  property  of  France,  July  19,  1803. 

Q.  Protest  of  the  Spanish  commissioner  at  New  Or- 
leans against  the  pretensions  of  the  United  States  as  to 
limits,  March  31,  1804. 

R.  Reply  of  the  French  Colonial  Prefect,  April  2, 
1804. 

A. 

From  Von  ^ngtl  Caldcron  de  la  Barca,  Envoy  Extra- 
ordinary and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  Spain  in  the 
United  SteUet  of  America. 

Washx!(otoa',  March  10,  1836. 

Sir  :  His  excellency  the  first  Secretary  of  State  and  Af- 
fairs of  her  Catholic  Majesty,  my  august  sovereign,  has  ad- 
dressed the  following  communication,  under  date  of  the 
21st  of  November  last,  to  the  legation  under  my  charge : 

"A  citizen  of  that  republic  and  member  of  its  Con- 
gress, named  Mr.  White,  has  solicited  from  the  Queen  Gov- 
erness, in  virtue  of  powers  conferred  upon  him  by  various 
Spanish  inhabitants  of  the  Floridas,  legalized  copies  of  oer- 
tsin  public  documents,  now  in  the  archives  of  this  Depart- 
ment, relating  to  the  cession  of  the  Floridas,  to  be  used  in 
defending  the  rights  of  the  said  persons  to  the  possession 
of  lands  and  property,  in  a  suit  which  is  to  be  decided  in 
January  next  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  those  States. 

"  Her  Msjesty  having  been  informed  on  the  subject,  has 
been  pleased  to  accede  to  this  request ;  in  consequence  of 
which,  and  by  royal  order,  I  transmit  to  you  the  accom- 
panying copies  of  the  said  papers,  that  you  may  deliver 
them  to  Mr.  White,  to  be  used  by  him  as  he  may  judge 
proper  for  the  benefit  of  his  clients." 

I  have  therefore  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  the 
above,  and  to  send  you  the  documents  referred  to.  Be 
pleased,  sir,  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  them,  and  to  ac- 
cept the  assurances  of  my  distinguished  consideration. 

A.  CALDERON  DE  LA  BARCA. 

To  JosvpH  M.  Wbits. 

Translated  from  the  original  in  the  Spanish  language, 
by  me,  Robert  Greenhow,  translator  of  foreign  languages 
to  the  Department  of  State  of  the  United  Sutes. 

Washijtotov,  March  22,  1836. 

B. 

Preliminary  Convention  between  the  Kings  of  Prance 
and  Spain,  for  the  cession  of  Louisiana  to  the  latter. 

Translated  from  a  certified  copy  of  the  original  in  the 
French  language,  deposited  in  the  archives  of  the  De- 
partment of  State  at  Madrid. 

The  Most  Christian  King,  being  firmly  resolved  to 
strengthen  and  perpetuate  the  bonds  of  tender  amity  which 
unite  him  to  his  cousin  the  Catholic  King,  proposes  in  con- 
sequence to  act  with  his  Catholic  Muesty  at  all  times  and 
in  all  circumstances  in  a  perfect  nniiormity  of  principles, 
for  the  common  glory  of  their  house  and  the  reciprocal  in- 
terests of  their  kingdoms. 

With  this  view,  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  being  fully 
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■ennble  of  the  sacriBces  made  hy  the  Catholic  King,  in 
generously  uniting  with  him  for  the  restoration  of  peace, 
desires,  on  this  occasion,  to  give  him  a  proof  of  the  strong 
interest  which  he  takes  in  satisfv  ing  him  and  affording  ad* 
Tantages  to  his  crown. 

The  Most  Christian  King  has  accordingly  authorized  his 
minister,  the  Duke  de  Choiseul,  to  deliver  to  the  Marquis 
de  Grimaldi,  the  amhassador  of  the  Catholic  King,  in  the 
most  authentic  form,  an  act,  whereby  his  Most  Christian 
Majesty  cedes  in  entire  possession,  purely  and  simply, 
without  exception,  to  his  Catholic  Majesty  and  his  succes- 
sors, in  perpetuity,  all  the  country  known  under  the  name 
of  Louisiana,  as  well  as  New  Orlcvns  and  the  island  in 
which  that  place  stands. 

But  as  the  Marquis  de  Grimaldi  is  not  informed  with 
sufficient  precision  of  the  intentions  of  his  Catholic  Majes- 
ty, he  has  thought  proper  only  to  accept  the  said  cession 
conditionally,  and  9ub  ape  rati,  [under  expectation  that  it 
wiil  be  ratiJUdt  ]  until  he  receives  the  orders  expected  by 
him  from  the  King  his  master,  which,  if  conformable  with 
the  desiies  of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  as  be  hopes  they 
will  be,  will  be  followed  by  the  authentic  act  of  cession  of 
the  said  country ;  stipulating  also  the  measures  and  the 
time,  to  be  fixed  by  common  accord,  for  the  evacuation  of 
Louisiana  and  New  Orleans,  by  the  subjects  of  his  Most 
Christian  Majesty,  and  for  the  possession  of  the  same  by 
those  of  his  Catholic  Majesty. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we,  the  respective  ministers,  have 
signed  the  present  preliminary  convention,  and  have  affix- 
ed to  it  the  seals  of  our  arms. 

Done  at  Fontaineblean,  on  the  third  of  November,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-two. 

THE  DUKE  DE  CHOISEUL. 
THE  MARQUIS  DE  GRIMALDI. 

A  true  copy  from  the  original. 

THE  DUKE  DE  CHOISEUL. 

To  the  copy  from  which  the  above  translation  was  made 
are  appended  the  certificates  of  Don  Ceferino  Cevallos, 
archivist  of  the  Department  of  State  of  Spain,  to  its  exact 
conformity  with  the  original ;  and  of  Don  Angel  Calderon 
de  la  Barca,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary of  Spain  in  the  United  Slates,  of  its  having  been  re- 
ceived by  him  from  the  first  Secretary  of  State  of  Spain, 
and  delivered  to  the  Hon.  J.  M.  White,  of  Florida. 

The  translation  was  faithfully  made  by  Robert  Green- 
how,  translator  of  foreign  languages  to  the  Department  of 
State  of  the  United  States. 

WASHijiGToar,  March  24,  1836. 

D. 

Dsfinitive  ad  of  cession  of  Louisiana  by  tJie  King  of 
France  to  the  King  of  Spain. 

Translated  by  Robert  Oreenhow,  translator  of  foreign  lan- 
guages to  the  Department  of  State,  from  an  aiithenttc 
copy  of  the  original  in  the  Department  of  State  of 
Spain,  to  which  copy  are  appended  the  certificate  of 
Don  Ceferino  Cevallos,  archivist  of  the  Department  of 
State  of  Spain,  that  it  is  a  true  copy  from  the  original, 
and  the  certificate  of  Don  A.  Calderon  de  la  Barca,  en- 
voy extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Spain 
in  the  United  States,  that  it  was  received  by  him  official- 
ly from  the  first  Secretary  of  State  of  Spain,  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Hon.  J.  M.  White,  of  Florida. 

Louis,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  France  and  Na- 
varre, to  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  greeting : 
Whereas  our  very  dear  and  weU-beloved  cousin,  the  Duke 
de  Choiseul,  peer  of  our  realm,  knight  of  our  orders  and  of 
the  golden  fleece,  lieutenant  general  of  oar  armies,  governor 
ofTouraine,  eolonel  general  of  the  Swiss  and  Griaons,  grand 
master  andsopeiintendent  general  of  thepoeto  and  relays  of 
France,  our  Minister  and  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Depart- 


ments of  War  and  Marine  and  the  coiiespoadcnce  with  tbi 
courts  of  Madrid  and  Lisbon,  did  sign,  in  oor  ntme,  wiih 
the  Marquis  de  Grimaldi,  knight  of  onr  orders,  geatlemin 
of  the  chamber,  in  exercise  of  our  very  dear  and  well-be- 
loved brother  and  cousin  the  Catholic  King,  snd  hii  tm- 
bassador  extraordinary  near  us,  a  preliminary  conTcoiioD. 
whereby,  in  order  to  give  to  our  said  Krother  and  couin  i 
new  testimonial  of  our  tender  friendship,  of  the  Btroog  is- 
terest  which  we  take  in  satisfying  him  and  proinoting  h 
wclare  of  his  crown,  and  of  our  sincere  desire  to  itreogtln 
and  render  indissoluble  the  bonds  which  unite  the  TmA 
and  Spanish  nations,  we  ceded  to  him  entire  and  perpetoal 
possession  of  all  the  country  known  under  the  name  of 
Louisiana,  together  with  New  Orleans  and  the  i^icd  a 
which  that  city  stands,  which  convention  had  onlj  Iw 
signed  conditionally  and  sub  spe  rati  by  the  Muquiid* 
Gramaldi :  and  whereas  our  said  brother  snd  ooiwd  the 
Catholic  King,  animated  by  the  same  sentiments  towankcs 
I  whicli  we  have  evinced  on  this  occasion,  has  sfreed  to  tbe 
said  cession,  and  ratified  the  conditional  eooeptstioo  msk 
by  his  said  ambassador  extraordinary,  which  oonveDtks 
and  ratification  are  here  inserted,  word  for  word,  is  follows: 

Don  Carlos,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  Castile,  cii 
Leon,  of  Arragon,  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  of  Jenualeir, «' 
Navarre,  of  Granada,  of  Toledo,  of  Valencis,  of  Gtllicu, 
of  Majorca,  of  Seville,  of  Sardinia,  of  Cordova,  of  Coisia. 
of  Murcia,  of  Jaen,  of  the  Algarvea,  of  Algesirsi,  of  Gi^ 
raltar,  of  the  Canary  Islands,  of  the  East  and  West  hSm, 
and  the  islands  and  main  land  of  the  ocean ;  Archduke  d 
Austria ;  Duke  of  Burgundy,  of  Brabant  and  Milin ;  Coqe: 
of  Hapsburg,  of  Flanders,  of  Tyrol,  and  of  Baroelooa  ;LyJ 
of  Biscay  and  of  Molina,  dtc. 

Whereas,  on  the  third  day  of  the  present  montb,  the 
preliminaries  of  •  a  peace  were  aigued  between  thecroffp^ 
of  Spain  and  Franoe  <m  the  one  part,  and  those  of  t^' 
land  and  Portugal  on  the  other,  and  the  Most  CW^a 
King,  my  very  dear  and  well-beloved  cousin,  purely  frea 
the  nobleness  of  hia  heart,  and  Uie  love  and  fnendihip  U 
which  we  live,  thought  proper  to  diapoae  that  die  MariK^ 
de  Grimaldi,  my  ambaasador  eztraoi^nAiy  near  bis  rarii 
person,  and  the  Duke  de  Choiseul,  his  Minister  of  Stare, 
should  on  the  same  day  sign  a  convention,  bj  whirh  v 
crown  of  France  ceded  immediately  to  that  of  Spain  tU 
country  known  by  the  name  of  Louisiana,  together  «i<^ 
New  Orleans  and  the  island  in  which  that  city  sUmli,  iS* 
by  which  my  said  ambaasador  agrees  to  the  ceaiioo  o&lj 
conditionally  sub  spe  rati,  as  he  is  not  furnished  with  or- 
ders to  exeeuie  it  absolutely  ;  the  tenor  of  which  coo^^^ 
tion  is  the  folldwing : 

The  Most  ChrisUan  King,  being  firmly  resolved^ 
strengthen  and  perpetuate  the  bonds  of  tender  amity  *Ii^'^ 
unite  him  to  his  cousin  the  Catholic  King,  pr«qx)aes  in  ctc 
sequenoe  to  act  with  his  Catholic  Majesty,  at  sil  timei  J 
in  all  circumatanoea,  in  a  perfect  uniformity  of  pnoap 
for  the  common  glory  of  their  house  and  the  reciprocal  Q- 
terests  of  their  kingdoms. 

With  this  view,  his  Most  ChrisUan  Msjesty,  being  IcL; 
sensible  of  the  sacrificea  made  by  the  Catholic  Kins  ^ 
generously  uniting  with  him  for  the  restoration  of  P^' 
desires,  on  this  oceaaion,  to  give  him  a  proof  of  (be  »ti«^ 
intereat  which  he  takes  in  satisfying  him  and  sf&niiog  »- 
vantages  to  his  crown.  . 

The  Most  Chrialien  King  has  accordingly  sntbonied  ^ 
minister,  the  Duke  de  Choiseul,  to  deliver  to  the  Mar«}* 
de  Grimaldi,  the  ambassador  of  the  Catholic  King.  »^ 
most  authentic  form,  an  act  whereby  his  Most  Cbn*^ 
Majesty  cedes,  in  enUre  poesessioo,  purely  and  ump?.  | 
without  exception,  to  hie  Catholic  Msjesty  and  ^"^^ 
sors,  in  perpetuity,  all  the  country  known  under  m  nfj 
of  Louisiana, -as  well  as  New  Orleans  and  the  uiaitf 
which  that  place  standa.  ,    a 

But,  as  the  Marquis  de  Grimaldi  is  not  iofanocd«nio 
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raffieieot  preciaioa  of  the  intontions  of  his  Catholic  Majes- 
ty, he  has  thought  proper  only  to  accept  the  said  cession 
coaditionallj  and  tub  9pe  rati,  until  he  receives  the  orders 
expected  by  him  firom  the  King  his  master,  which,  if  con- 
formable with  the  desires  of  his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  as 
he  hopes  they  will  be>  will  be  followed  by  the  authentic  act 
of  cession  of  the  said  country,  stipulating  also  the  measures 
and  the  time,  to  be  fixed  by  common  accord,  for  the  evac- 
uation of  Louisiana  and  New  Orleans,  by  the  subjects  of 
his  Most  Christian  Majesty,  and  for  the  possession  of  the 
same  by  those  of  his  Catholic  Majesty. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we,  the  respective  ministers,  have 
signed  the  present  preliminary  convention,  and  have  affix- 
ed to  it  the  seals  of  our  arms. 

Done  at  Fontainebleau,  on  the  third  of  November,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-two. 

THE  DUKE  DE  CHOISEUL. 
THE  MAKQUIS  DE  GRIMALDI. 

Therefore,  in  order  to  esUblish  between  the  Spanish  and 
French  nations  the  same  spirit  of  union  and  friendship 
which  should  subsist  as  they  do  in  the  hearts  of  their  sov- 
ereigns, T,  therefore,  take  pleasure  in  accepting,  as  I  do  ac- 
cept, in  proper  form,  the  said  act  of  cession,  promising  also 
to  accept  those  which  may  hereafter  be  jadged  necessary 
for  carrying  it  into  entire  and  formal  execution,  and  author!- 
dng  the  said  Marquis  de  Grimaldi  to  treat,  conclude,  and 
>ign  thena. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  ordered  these  presents  to 
)e  drawn  up,  signed  by  my  hand,  sealed  with  my  privy 
teal,  and  countersigned  by  my  Councillor  of  8tate  and 
thief  Secretary  of  State  and  War.  Given  at  San  Lorenzo 
>I  Real,  on  the  thirteenth  of  November,  seventeen  hundred 
md  sixty-two. 

.  THE  KING. 

Countersigned :  Ricasso  Wall. 

The  said  acceptation  and  ratification  having  been  ap- 
roved  by  us,  and  regarded  as  a  strong  evidence  of  the 
iendship  and  good  will  of  our  very  dear  and  well-beloved 
>usin  the  Catholic  King,  we  renew  and  confirm  by  these 
resents  the  cession  of  Louisiana  and  of  New  Orleans, 
ith  the  island  in  which  that  city  stands,  promising  imme- 
lately  to  conclude  with  our  said  brother  and  cousin  a  con- 
tntion,  in  which  the  measures  to  be  taken  in  concert  for 
recuting  and  consummating  this  cession  to  our  mutual  sai- 
bction  will  be  fixed  by  common  accord.  In  fiedth  wherie- 
t  we  have  caused  these  presents  to  be  drawn  up,  which 
e  have  signed  with  our  hands,  and  have  affixed  to  them 
ir  secret  eeal. 
Given  at  Versailles,  on  the  twenty-third  day  of  the  month 

November,  in  the  year  ol  grace  one  thousand  seven 
ndred  and  sixty-two,  and  of  our  reign  the  forty-eighth. 

LOUIS. 
By  the  King: 

Choisxul.  Dukk  dk  Pbaslik. 

E  and  F. 

te  seventh  cartitU  of  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  and 
unity  between  the  Kings  of  France,  Spain,  and  Eng- 
landy  signed  at  Paris  on  the  lOM  of  February,  1703  ; 
^johich  is  word  for  word  the  same  with  the  sixth  article 
yf  the  preliminary  convention  between  the  same  Pow- 
rrs,  signed  at  Fontainebleau  on  the  9d  of  November, 
1762. 

inslated  from  authentic  copies  of  both  the  articles  in 
he  French  language,  which  have  been  found  to  be  iden- 
icaJ,  by  Robert  Greenhow,  translator  of  foreign  lan- 
^ages  to  the  Department  of  State  of  the  United  States; 
o  w^htch  copies  are  appended  the  certificates  of  Don 
i^eferino  Cevallos,  keeper  of  the  archives  of  the  De- 
partment of  State  at  Madrid,  that  they  are  exact  tran- 
cripta   from  the  originals,  and  of  Don  A.  Calderon  de 


la  Barca,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary of  Spain,  that  they  were  transmitted  to  him  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  of  Spain,  and  delivered  to  tiie  Hon. 
J.  M.  White,  of  riorida. 

Articlx  7  or  6.  In  order  to  re-establish  peace  on  solid 
and  durable  foundations,  and  to  remove  forever  all  motives 
for  dispute  respecting  the  limits  of  the  French  and  British 
territories  on  the  American  continent,  it  has  been  agreed  that 
the  Ihnits  between  the  States  of  his  Most  Christian  Majes- 
ty and  those  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  in  that  part  of  the 
world,  shall  hereafter  be  irrevocably  fixed  by  a  line  drawn 
along  the  middle  of  the  river  Mississippi,  from  its  source, 
to  the  river  Iberville ;  and  thenoo,  by  another  line,  through 
the  middle  of  that  river  and  of  the  lakes  Maurepas  and 
Pontohartrain,  to  the  sea ;  and,  fur  this  purpose,  the  Most 
Christian  King  cedes  to  his  Britannic  Msjes^,  and  guaran- 
ties to  him,  the  entire  possenion  of  the  river  and  port  of 
Mobile,  and  of  all  that  he  possesses  or  should  have  possess- 
ed on  the  left  bank  of  the  river  Mississippi,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  New  Orleans,  and  of  the  Island  whereon  that  city 
stands,  which  are  to  remain  subject  to  France ;  it  being 
understood  that  the  navigation  of  the   Mississippi  river  is 
to  be  equally  free  to  the  subjecte  of  Great  Britain  and  of 
France,  in  its  whole  breadth  and  extent,  from  its  source  to 
the  sea,  and  particularly  that  part  between  the  said  island 
of  New  Orleans  and  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  as  well  as 
the  entrance  and  departure  by  ite  mouth.     It  is  moreover 
stipulated,  that  vessels  belonging  to  the  subjects  of  either 
nation  are  not  to  be  detained,  searched,  nor  obliged  to  pay 
any  duty  whatsoever.     The  stipulations  contained  in  the 
fourtli  article,  in  favor  of  the  inhabitants  of  Canada,  are  to 
be  of  equal  effect  with  regard  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
countries  ceded  by  this  article. 

G. 

Note  from  the  Frtneh  Minister  to  the  Spanish  Ambassa- 
dor,-  translated  from  a  copy  certified  Ukt  thai  from 
which  the  precedtng  translation  was  made. 

YcnsAiLLXS,  April  21,  1764. 

Sir  :  The  King  has  caused  the  necessary  orders  to  be  is- 
sued for  the  surrender  of  the  country  of  Louisiana,  with 
New  Orleans  and  the  island  in  which  the  said  city  stands, 
into  the  hands  of  the  commissioner  whom  his  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty may  appoint  to  receive  them.  I  have  sent  the  same 
papers  to  the  Marquis  D'Ossum,  who  will  have  the  honor 
to  present  them  to  his  Catholic  Majesty.  Your  excellency 
will  see  that  the  King's  orders  are  entirely  conformable 
with  the  acte  signed  in  1762,  and  that  his  Majesty  has 
caused  some  articles  to  be  inserted,  equally  conducive  to 
the  tranquillity  of  the  country  after  it  is  in  the  possession 
of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  and  to  the  happiness  of  its  in- 
habitants. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  esteem,  your  excel- 
lency's most  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

THE  DUKE  DE  CHOISEUL. 

To  the  CoifSK  Dx  Fcsittbs. 

H. 

Order  from  the  King  of  France  to  the  Governor  of  Lou- 
isiana to  deliver  up  that  province  to  the  Spaniards. 

Translated  by  Robert  Greenhow,  translator  of  foreign  lan- 
guages to  the  Department  of  State  of  the  United  SteteS, 
from  an  authentic  copy  of  the  original  in  the  archives  of 
the  Department  of  Slate  of  Madrid  ;  to  which  copy  are 
appended  the  certificates  of  Don  Ceferino  Cevallos, 
keeper  of  the  archives  of  the  Department  of  State  at  Ma- 
drid, that  it  is  a  faithful  transcript  from  the  original,  and 
of  Don  A.  Calderon  de  la  Barca,  envoy  extraordinary  and 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  Spain  in  the  United  States, 
that  it  was  transmitted  to  him  officially  by  the  Secretary 
of  State  of  Spain,  to  be  delivered  to  the  Hon.  J.  M. 
AVhite,  of  Florida. 
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Treaty  ivith  ^ain. 


MoKsxBua  Dabadii  :  by  a  convention  made  at  Fon- 
tainebieau,  on  the  3d  of  November,  1762,  I  ceded,  of  my 
own  free  will,  to  my  very  dear  and  well -beloved  cousin  the 
King  of  Spain,  and  to  hia  aucceasora  and  heirs  in  perpetu- 
ity, purely,  simply,  and  without  exception,  all  the  coun- 
try known  by  the  name  of  Louisiana,  together  with  New 
Orleans  and  the  island  in  which  that  city  stands ;  and  by 
another  act,  made  at  the  Escurial,  and  signed  by  the  King 
of  Spain  on  the  ISih  of  November  of  the  same  year,  his 
Catholic  Majesty  accepted  the  cession  of  the  said  country 
of  Louisiana,  and  of  the  city  and  island  of  New  Orleans, 
conformably  with  the  copies  of  the  said  acts  which  you 
will  receive  with  this.  I  now  write  to  inform  you  of  my 
intention,  which  is,  that  as  soon  as  this  letter  and  the  an- 
nexed copies  reach  you,  whether  through  the  officers  of 
his  Catholic  Majesty  or  directly  by  the  French  ships 
charged  with  their  delivery,  you  are  to  surrender  into  the 
bands  of  the  Governor  or  officer  appointed  for  the  purpose, 
by  the  King  of  Spain,  the  said  country  and  colony  of  Lou- 
isiana, and  the  poats  dependent  on  it,  together  wiUi  the  city 
and  island  of  New  Orleans,  such  as  they  may  be  on  the 
day  of  the  said  surrender ;  as  it  is  my  wish  fthat  they 
should  belong  in  future  to  his  Catholic  Majesty,  to  be 
governed  and  adminiatered  by  his  Governors  and  officers  as 
his  property,  entirely  and  without  exception. 

I  therefore  order  you,  as  soon  as  the  Governor  and 
troops  of  his  CathoUc  Majesty  arrive  in  the  said  coun- 
tres  and  colony,  to  put  them  in  possession,  and  to  with- 
draw all  the  officers,  soldiers,  and  persons,  employed 
in  my  service,  who  may  be  there  yet  in  garrison, 
sending  back  to  France,  or  my  other  American  colonies, 
those  who  may  not  choose  to  remain  under  the  Spanish  do- 
minion. It  is,  moreover,  my  pleasure,  that,  after  the 
evacuation  of  the  said  posts  and  city  of  New  Orleans,  you 
should  collect  all  the  papers  and  documents  relative  to  the 
finances  and  administration  of  the  colony  of  Louisiana, 
and  bring  them  to  France,  for  the  regulation  of  the  accounts. 
It  is  nevertheless  my  wish  that  you  should  deliver  to  the 
said  Governor,  or  officer  appointed  for  the  purpose,  all 
papers  or  documents  which  may  specially  concern  the 
Government  of  the  colony,  either  as  relating  to  the  terri- 
tory and  its  limits,  or  to  the  savages,  and  to  the  difierent 
posts,  after  having  taken  the  proper  receipts  for  your  dis- 
charge ;  and  that  you  should  give  to  the  said  Governor  all 
the  inf(»rmation  in  your  power  to  enable  him  to  govern  the 
said  colony  to  the  satisfaction  of  hia  Catholic  Majesty. 
And  in  order  that  the  said  session  may  be  conducted  to  the 
mutual  satisfaction  of  both  nations,  it  is  my  will  that  an 
inventory  be  made  of  all  the  artillery,  arms,  ammunition, 
effects,  stores,  hospitals,  ships,  dtc,  belonging  to  me  in 
the  said  colony,  which  inventory  is  to  be  signed  in  dupli- 
cate, by  you  and  by  the  commissioner  of  his  Catholic 
Majesty.  Finally,  it  is  my  will  that,  afler  having  placed 
the  Spanish  commissioner  in  possession  of  the  public 
buildings,  a  statement  be  made  of  the  value  of  the  said  ef- 
fects which  may  remain  in  the  country,  in  order  that  the 
amount  resulting  from  the  said  valuation  may  be  paid  by 
hia  Catholic  Majesty.  At  the  same  time,  I  hope,  for  the 
advantage  and  tranquillity  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  colony 
of  Louisiana,  and  I  promise  myself,  from  the  friendship 
and  affection  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  that  he  will  give 
orders  to  his  Governor,  and  to  all  other  officers  employed 
in  his  service  in  the  colony  and  in  the  city  of  N/ew 
Orleans,  that  the  ecclesiastics  and  the  religioua  houses 
providing  for  the  spiritual  wanta  of  the  people  and  for  the 
supply  of  the  missions,  may  continue  their  functions, 
and  enjoy  the  rights,  privileges,  and  exemptions,  allowed  to 
them  by  the  titles  of  their  estabUshmenU ;  that  the  ordinary 
judges  and  the  superior  council  may  continue  to  dispense 
justice  according  to  the  laws,  forma,  and  usages,  of  the 
colony  ;  that  the  inhabitants  may  be  kept  and  maintained 
in  their  possessions ;  that  they  msy  be  confirmed  in  the 


ownership  of  their  property,  according  to  the  gnats  wbidh 
may  have  been  made  to  them  by  the  Govemon  ind  onb- 
nateurs  of  the  colony,  and  that  the  said  grants  be  conaderd, 
reputed,  and  confirmed,  by  his  Catholic  Majesty,  ilthaQgli 
they  might  not  have  been  confirmed  by  me.  I  hope, 
moreover,  that  his  Majesty  will  be  pleased  to  ^ve  to  bk 
new  subjects  of  Louisiana  the  same  marks  of  protectioB 
and  kindness  which  they  have  received  under  mj  aothodtj, 
and  of  which  the  misfortunes  of  war  slone  hive  p^ 
vented  them  from  experiencing  the  most  adtantageoiv  ^ 
fecta.  I  order  you  to  have  this  (my  letter)  registered  b^ 
the  superior  council  of  New  Orleans,  so  that  the  difiiRCBt 
eatates  of  the  colony  may  be  informed  of  its  cooteots,  ad 
may  have  recourse  to  it  when  necessary.  And  these  beinc 
the  sole  objects  of  the  present  letter,  I  pray  God,  M.  Jk- 
badie,  that  he  will  keep  you  in  his  holy  charge. 
Given  at  Versailles,  on  the  21st  of  April,  1764. 

LOUIS. 

Countersigned ;  Tna  Duke  Dk  Choisxdl. 

I. 

I,  Don  Ceferino  Cevallos,  commander  of  the  iini! 
American  order  of  Isabel  the  Catholic,  one  of  the  CoudcH 
of  State  of  her  Majesty,  her  Seaetary  and  official  tvis^ 
of  the  Department  of  State,  do  certify,  that  uDanft^ 
documents  in  the  archives  under  my  care,  is  the  trtstj  ^ 
friendship,  limits,  and  navigation,  concluded  betvea  tbt 
King  our  lord  and  the  United  States  of  Amexics,  signed  at 
San  Lorenso  el  Real  on  the  STth  of  October,  1795,  d 
ratified  at  Aranjuta  on  the  25th  of  April,  1796 ;  of  wiiicii 
treaty  the  second  article  is  aa  follows : 

«  Articls  2.  In  order  to  avoid  all  dispute  respcctai 
the  limita  lietween  the  territories  of  the  two  high  costnci- 
ing  parties,  it  haa  been  agreed  and  declared  in  the  proB- 
article,  that  the  southern  boundary  of  the  United  Sa» 
which  divides  their  territory  from  the  Spanidi  coIodIa^ 
West  Florida  and  East  Florida,  dudl  be  s  iiK  i*- 
ginning  at  the  Mississippi,  at  the  northenniDOit  prt  «< 
the  thirty-first  degree  of  latitude  north  of  (he  eqiater. 
and  thence  proceeding  directly  to  the  east,  to  the  mii^ 
of  the  river  Appalachicola  or  Chattahoochie ;  thence,  lisi 
the  middle  of  that  river,  to  its  juncture  witii  Flint  n«> 
thence,  in  a  straight  line,  to  tiie  source  of  the  liverSt 
Mary ;  and  thence,  passing  down  through  the  middle  ^"i 
that  river,  to  the  Atlantic  ocean.  And  the  two  Pd«^ 
have  agreed,  that  if  there  should  be  any  troops,  gtnia"^ 
or  establishments,  belonging  to  either  of  the  two  psitiOi  ^ 
the  territoty  of  the  other,  according  to  the  luni^  "!?" 
mentioned,  they  ahall  retire  from  the  said  temtoiT  ^ 
six  months  after  the  ratification  of  this  trsaty,  or  esHie^ 
possible,  and  th^  ahall  have  permission  to  cany  with^ 
the  goods  and  efltods  which  they  may  potsesi." 

In  faith  of  which,  by  order  of  hia  excellency  the  if* 
Secretary  of  State,  I  have  given  the  present  at  Midrid,  ^ 
the  10th  of  November,  1835. 

CEFERINO  DE  CEVALLOS 

Follows  the  certificate  of  Don  Angel  Calderon  de  i^ 
Barca,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plenipoteoQiTj' 
Spain  in  the  United  Sutes,  that  the  said  copy  wasrectr^ 
by  him  under  the  seal  of  the  Secretaiy  of  State  of  ^ 
and  delivered  to  the  Hon.  J.  M.  White,  of  Floiida. 

Translated  from  the  original  Spanish,  by  Robert  Gitrn 
how,  translator  of  foreign  languages  to  the  Depsrtuiea'. 
State  of  the  United  States. 

K. 

Preliminary  and  secret  treaty  between  France  and  Spe"^ 

of  October  Ut,  1800, /ur  the  enlargement  oj  th^}^'^. 

lories  of  the  Duke  of  Parma,  and  the  restoration 

Louisiana  to  France. 
Translated  by  Robert  Greenhow,  translator  of  fowi^  ^ 

guages  to  the  Department  of  State  of  the  United  5»«^' 


APPENDIX— 7*0  Gakt  Sf  Seaton't  Regiater. 

Treaty  with  Spain. 


229 


[24th  CoHo.  2d  Sisb. 


from  an  antbentic  copy  of  the  original,  to  which  were  | 
annexed  the  oertificatea  of  Don  Ceferino  CeTalloa,  keep- 
er of  the  archivea  of  the  Department  of  State  at  Madrid, 
that  it  was  faithfoDy  tranecnbed  from  the  original  in  hia 
care,  and  of  Don  Angel  Calderon  de  la  Barca,  envoy 
extraordinazy  and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  9pain  in 
the  United  States  of  America,  that  it  was  received  hy 
him  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  Spain,  and  delivered 
to  the  Hon.  J.  M.  White,  of  Florida. 
Bonaparte,  First  Consul,  in  the  name  of  the  French 
people : 

The  Consnis  of  the  repablxc  having  seen  and  examined 
the  preliminary  and  secret  treabr  concluded,  determined, 
and  signed,  on  the  ninth  Vend6miaire,  of  the  year  nine, 
[first of  October,  eighteen  hundred,]  by  General  Alexandre 
Berthier,  minister  extraordinary  of  the  French  republic,  in 
viitae  of  full  powers  confided  in  him  to  that  effect,  with 
Don  Louis  d'Orquijo,  knight  of  the  order  of  Charles  die 
Third  and  that  of  ^dnt  John  of  Jerusalem,  first  Secretary 
of  State  to  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain,  who  was 
likewise  fumbhed  with  full  powers,  of  which  treaty  and 
powers  the  following  is  the  tenor,  to  wit  : 

[trbatt.] 

Preliminaiy  and  secret  treaty  between  the  French  re- 
republic  and  his  Catholic  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain, 
respecting  the  enlaigeoMBt  of  the  dominions  of  his  Royal 
Highness  the  infant  Duke  of  Parma  in  Italy,  and  the  res- 
storatioii  of  Louisiana. 

His  Catholic  Majesty  having  always  manifested  much 
solicitude  to  procure  an  enlargement  of  the  territories  of  his 
Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  Parma,  so  as  to  place  his  States 
on  a  footing  conformable  with  his  dignity ;  and  Uie  French 
republicy  on  its  part,  having  long  since  signified  to  his 
Msjesty  the  King  of  Spain  the  desire  to  be  again  pat  in 
possession  of  the  colony  of  Louisiana ;  the  two  Govern- 
ments having  communicated  to  each  other  their  views  with 
regard  to  these  objects  of  common  interest,  and  circumstan- 
ces permitting  them  to  enter  into  engagements  calculated 
to  insure,  as  fiur  as  relates  to  themselves,  this  mutual  satis- 
ftiction  ;  they  have  authorised  to  that  efifoct,  namely,  the 
French  republic,  citixen  Alexandre  Berthier,  general-in- 
chief,  and  his  Catholic  Majesty,  Don  Mariano  lA>uis  d'Or- 
quijo,  knight  of  the  order  of  Charles  the  Third  and  of  that  of 
Saint  John  of  Jerusalem,  his  Councillor  of  State,  his  am- 
bassador extraordinary  and  plenipotentiary  near  the  Bata- 
vian  republic,  and  his  first  Secretary  of  State  ad  interimf 
who,  hmving  exchanged  their  powers,  have  agreed  upon 
the  following  articles,  with  the  reserve  that  they  are  to  be 
ratified: 

Akticlb  1.  The  French  republic  engages  to  procure  for 
his  Royal  Highness  the  infant  Duke  of  Parma  an  enlarge- 
ment of  his  territories  in  Italy,  sufficient  to  give  to  his  States 
a  population  of  from  a  million  to  twelve  hundred  thousand 
inhabitants,  with  the  title  of  King,  and  all  the  rights,  pre- 
rogatrves,  and  pre-eminences,  attached  to  the  royal  dignity ; 
and  the  French  republic  engages  to  obtain,  to  that  effect, 
the  assent  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  and  King,  and  of 
the  other  States  interested,  so  that  bis  Royal  Highneas  the 
Duke  of  Parma  may  be  placed  in  incontestable  poisession 
of  the  said  territories,  on  the  conclusion  of  the  peace  between 
the  French  republic  and  his  Imperial  Majesty. 

Art.  2.  The  enlargement  of  the  dominions  of  his  Royal 
Highness  the  Duke  of  Parma  may  consist  of  Tuscany,  in 
case  the  negotiations  now  in  progress  between  the  French 
Government  and  his  Imperial  Majesty  should  place  that 
country  at  the  disposition  of  the  former  Government ;  it 
might  also  consist  of  the  three  Roman  legations,  or  of  any 
other  provinces  of  continental  Italy  forming  a  compact  State. 

Art.  3.  His  Catholic  Majesty  promises  and  engages,  on 
his  part,  six  months  after  the  full  and  entire  execution  of 
the  conditions  and  stipulations  above  mentioned,  relative  to 


his  Royal  Highneas  the  Duke  of  Parma,  \o  restore  to  the 
French  republic  the  colony  and  province  of  Louisiana,  in 
the  same  extent  which  it  now  has  under  the  dominion  of 
Spain  and  of  other  States. 

Art.  4.  His  Catholic  Majesty  will  give  the  necessary 
orders  for  die  occupation  of  Louisiana  by  France,  as  soon 
as  the  States  composing  the  enlargement  of  the  dominions 
of  the  Duke  of  Parma  are  placed  in  the  power  of  his  Royal 
Highness.  The  French  republic  may,  however,  defer  ta- 
king possession  of  it,  according  to  its  own  convenience. 
When  the  oeeupation  is  to  be  effected,  the  States  dbectly 
or  indirectly  conoemed  will  agree  upon  the  ulterior  condi- 
tions which  may  be  required  for  their  common  sdvantage, 
and  for  that  of  the  respective  inhabitants. 

Art.  6.  His  Catholic  Majesty  engages  to  deliver  to  the 
French  republic,  in  the  ports  of  Spain  in  Europe,  one 
month  after  tho  execution  of  the  stipulation  relative  to  the 
Duke  of  Parma,  six  ships  of  war,  in  good  condition,  pierced 
for  seventy-four  guns  each,  armed,  equipped,  and  ready  to 
receive  French  crews  and  provisions. 

Art.  6.  As  the  sHpulations  of  the  present  treaty  have 
no  injurious  tendency,  and  leave  the  rights  of  all  undisturb- 
ed, it  cannot  be  expected  that  they  ahould  give  umbrage  to 
any  Power.  Nevertheless,  should  it  prove  otherwise,  and 
should  the  two  Stales  be  attacked  or  menaced  in  conse- 
quence of  their  execution,  the  two  Powers  engage  to  make 
common  cause,  in  order  to  repel  the  aggression ;  as,  also, 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  conciliatory  measures  for  the 
preservation  of  peace  with  all  their  neighbors. 

Art.  7.  The  engagements  contained  in  the  present 
treaty  are  in  no  point  at  variance  with  those  set  forth  in  the 
treaty  of  alliance  signed  at  Saint  Ildefonso  on  the  2d  of  Fruc- 
tidor,  year  the  fourth,  (18th  August,  1796 ;)  on  the  con- 
trary, they  unite  the  interests  of  the  two  Powers  hy  new 
links,  and  they  strengthen  the  gnsrantees  stipulated  in  the 
treaty  of  alliance,  with  regard  to  all  cases  to  which  they 
should  apply. 

Art.  e.  The  ratification  of  the  present  preliminary  ar- 
ticles shall  be  drawn  up  and  exchanged  within  one  month 
from  the  date  of  the  present  treaty,  or  eariier  if  possible. 

In  fiiith  whereof,  we,  the  undersigned  ministers  plenipo- 
tentiary of  the  French  republic  and  df  his  Catholic  Majesty, 
in  virtue  of  our  respective  powers,  have  signed  the  pres- 
ent preliminary  articles,  and  have  afBxed  to  them  the  seals 
of  our  arras. 

Done  at  Saint  Ildefonso,  on  the  ninth  of  Vend^miairc, 
in  the  ninth  year  of  the  French  republic,  (the  1st  of  Oc- 
tober, eighteen  hundred.) 

ALEXANDRE  BERTHIER. 
MARIANO  LOUIS  DE  ORQUIJO. 

[powxa.] 

In  the  name  of  the  French  people,  Bonaparte,  First 
Conaul  of  the  republic,  upon  the  report  of  the  Minister  of 
Foreign  Relations,  decrees  ss  follows : 

Creneral  Alexandre  Berthier  is  authorized  to  conclude 
and  sign  a  convention  between  tlie  French  republic  and  his 
Catholic  Majesty  Uie  King  of  Spain,  relative  to  an  increase 
of  die  States  of  the  Duke  of  Parma  in  Italy  ;  he  is,  for  that 
purpose,  invested  with  full  powers  to  treat  with  the  person 
whom  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Spain  may  charge  to  nego- 
tiate with  him  upon  all  points  relativs  to  that  object. 

The  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations  is  charged  with  the 
execution  of  the  present  decree. 

Done  at  Paris,  on  the  twenty-seventh  of  Thermidor,  in 
tho  eighth  year  of  the  French  republic. 

BONAPARTE. 

Thx  MiirisTXR  or  FoRxioir  Rkiatioits. 

CHAKLES  MAURICE  TALLEYRAND. 


By  the  First  Consul : 


HUGUES  MARET, 

Secretary  of  State. 
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Tnaiy  with  Spain, 


[rowsB.] 

Don  Carlos,  by  the  gtmoe  of  Crod,  King  of  Castile,  of 
Leon,  of  Arragon,  of  Uie  Two  BiciUes,  ojf  Jerasalem,  of 
Navarre,  of  Granada,  of  Toledo,  of  Valencia,  of  Gallicia, 
of  Majorca,  of  Seville,  of  Sardinia,  of  Cordova,  of  Coiaica, 
of  Murcia,  of  Jean,  of  Algarves,  of  Algesiras,  of  Gibraltar, 
of  the  Canary  Islands,  of  the  East  and  West  Indies,  the  is- 
lands and  main  land  of  the  ocean ;  Archduke  of  Austria ; 
Duke  of  Burgundy,  of  Brabant,  and  of  Milan  ;  Count  of 
Hapsburg,  of  Flandera,  of  Tyrol,  and  of  Baicelooa ;  Lord 
of  Biscay  and  of  Molina,  dice,  having  communicated  to 
the  First  Consul  of  the  French  republic  my  anxious  wishes 
to  procure  for  my  beloved  brother  and  cousin,  the  infant 
Di:^e  of  Parma,  some  augmentation  of  his  estates  in  Italy, 
in  order  to  indemnify  him  for  the  repeated  losses  which  he 
has  naturally  suffered,  in  consequence  of  existing  cirenm* 
stances,  the  said  First  Consul  has  given  me  to  understand 
that  this  subject  might  be  discussed  and  settled  between 
himself  and  my  person ;  whereunto  he  declared  his  own 
willingness,  as  warranted  by  the  relations  of  amity  and  al- 
liaoce  which  unite  us.  I  have  therefore  resolved  to  ap- 
point, for  the  execution  of  this  important  business,  a  person 
duly  qualified  for  entering  on,  prosecuting,  and  concluding 
the  affiur,  until  it  be  ready  for  my  ratificatjion  ;  and  being 
well  satisfied  with  you,  Don  Manano  Louis  de  Orquijo^ 
knight  pensioner  of  the  royal  and  distinguished  Spanish  or- 
der of  Charles  the  Third  and  of  that  of  Malta,  of  my  Coun- 
cil of  State,  my  ambassador  extraordinary  and  plenipoten- 
tiary near  the  Batavian  republic,  and  my  first  Secretary  of 
State  ad  interim,  on  account  of  your  capacity  and  tried 
zeal  in  my  service,  I  have  determined  to  confer  upon  you 
full  power,  in  the  most  ample  fonn,  to  treat  with  the  per- 
son or  persons  authorised  by  the  French  Government,  re- 
specting the  increase  and  cntergemept  of  the  estatea  of  my 
brother  and  cousin  the  infant  Duke  of  Parma,  and  all  points 
connected  with  that  subject,  and  to  regulate,  adjust,  and 
sign  all  articles,  agreement!,  and  conventions,  which  may 
conduce  to  the  completion  of  the  said  aiiair,  reserving  to 
myself,  however,  the  right  of  ratifying  them. 

In  faith  whereof,  I  have  caused  the  present  to  be  issued, 
signed  by  my  hand,  sealed  with  my  secret  seal,  and  coun- 
tersigned by  my  Secretary  of  State,  and  of  the  universal 
department  of  grace  and  justice  of  Spain  and  the  Indies,  at 
Saint  Ildefonso,  on  the  Ut  of  October,  eighteen  hundred. 

THE  KING. 

Countersigned :  Joss  Aittom to  Catallxbo. 

[aiTIFICATlOH.] 

In  virtue  of  the  49th  article  of  the  constitution,  I  ap- 
prove the  foregoing  treaty,  in  nil  and  each  of  its  articles 
therein  contained,  declaring  that  it  is  accepted,  ratified,  and 
confirmed,  and  promising  that  it  shall  bo  inviolably  ob- 
served. 

In  faith  whereof,  these  presents  have  been  issued,  sign- 
ed, countersigned,  and  sealed  with  the  great  seal  of  the  re- 
public, at  P^ris,  on  the  twenty -seventh  of  Vendemiaire,  in 
the  ninth  year  of  the  French  republic,  (19th  of  October, 
eighteen  hundred.) 

BONAPARTE. 
By  the  First  Consul : 

HUGUES  MARET,  Secretary  of  State. 
CHARLliS  MAURICE  TALLEYRAND, 

Minister  of  Foreigfi  Relations. 

L. 

Treaty  of  March  21,  1801,   bettveen  the  French  republic 

and  Spain. 

Translated  from  a  certified  copy  of  the  original,  in  French 
and  Spanish,  deposited  in  the  archives  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  State  at  Madrid. 

The  First  Consul  of  the  French  republic  and  his  Catho- 
lic Msjesty,   desiring  to  establish  definitively  what  States 


are  to  be  given,  as  equivalanta  for  those  of  Panna,  to  tbe 
son  of  the  present  Duke,  the  in&ntDon  FerdiDtnd,  brotber 
of  the  Queen  of  Spain,  have  agreed  upon  tbe  fioUoving  v- 
tides,  and  have  authorized  to  form  this  treaty,  to  wit:  the 
First  Consul,  citizen  Lucien  Bonaparte,  the  present  m- 
bassador  of  the  republic  near  his  Catholic  Majestj,  anJ 
his  Catholic  Majesty  the  Prince  of  the  Pesce,  who  hin 
agreed  upon  the  following  articles : 

Abticlk  1.  The  reigning  Duke  of  Panna  renooncet, 
for  himself  and  his  heirs,  forever,  the  Dutchy  of  Pun, 
with  all  of  its  dependencies,  in  favor  of  the  French  icpslv 
lie ;  and  bis  Catholic  Majesty  guaranties  IhisreDimctitioB. 

AaT.  3.  The  Grand  Dutchy  of  Tuscany,  which  hubw 
likewise  renounced  by  the  Grand  Duke,  and  ceded  to  l)» 
French  republic,  under  the  guarantee  of  tbe  Emperor  rf 
Germany,  shall  be  given  to  the  son  of  the  Doke  of  Pvmi, 
in  compensation  for  his  States  which  have  been  eeded  b^ 
his  father,  the  iniant,  and  in  virtue  of  another  treaty  |f^ 
vionslymade  between  his  Cathohc  Majesty  and  the  Fiia 
Consul  of  the  French  republic. 

Aar.  3.  The  Prince  of  Parma  will  proceed  to  Florcoce, 
where  he  will  be  recognised  as  sovereign  of  all  the  8tattt 
belonging  to  the  Grand  Dutchy,  and  he  will  receive,  in  tbe 
most  solemn  form,  from  the  handa  of  the  constituted  lathor- 
ities  of  the  country,  the  keys  and  the  oath  of  vasnlage  ^ 
to  him  as  the  sovereign.  The  Firat  Consol  will  aid,  wnh 
ail  his  forces,  in  the  peaceful  aooomplishmant  of  this  on- 
vention. 

Art.  4.  The  Prince  of  Parma  shall  be  rceogiuHd  » 
King  of  Tnscany,  with  all  the  honoffs  due  to  his  rank;  mi 
the  First  Consul  will  cause  him  to  be  ackoowNsed  u^ 
treated  as  such  King  by  all  the  other  Powera  whoie  leeof- 
nitions  should  preeede  the  act  of  posseasion. 

Art.  6.  The  d^fendent  portion  of  the  Isle  of  Elba,  be- 
longing to  Tuscany,  shall  remain  in  the  power  of  the  fnaA 
repubUc ;  and  the  First  Consul  shall  give  as  an  equivakat 
to  the  King  of  Tuscany  the  oouotry  of  Piombino,  vbiel 
belonged  to  the  King  of  Naples. 

Art.  6.  As  this  treaty  has  its  origin  in  that  conciow 
between  the  First  Consul  and  his  Catholic  Majeatr,  i? 
which  the  King  cedes  to  France  the  posaesaioo  of  U^ 
ana,  the  contradicting  parties  agree  to  carry  into  e£kithe 
articles  of  that  treaty ;  and  that,  while  the  difficoltic*  «it^ 
regard  to  them  are  in  procees  of  arrangement,  the  pieesi 
treaty  shall  not  destroy  the  rights  of  either  party. 

Art.  7.  And  as  the  new  house  which  is  to  be  csUb- 
lished  in  Tuscany  is  of  the  Spanish  family,  thnse  Stita 
shall  always  be  the  property  of  Spain,  and  an  infa&t  oim 
family  shall  reign  there  in  case  of  a  failure  of  the  ni^ 
sion  of  the  King  now  placed  on  the  throne,  or  of  hitcul- 
dren,  if  he  should  have  any,  in  which  event  the  chiUieno' 
the  reigning  house  of  Spain  shall  succeed. 

Art.  8.  The  First  Consul  and  his  Catbotic  Majei^.B 
consideration  of  the  renunciation  of  the  ragning  Dubs 
Parma  in  favor  of  his  son,  will  determine  upon  ^ 
honorable  indemnification  for  him,  either  ia  posMsa^ 
or  in  an  annuity.  . 

Art.  9.  The  present  treaty  shall  be  ratified,  m^ 
ratifications  shall  be  exchanged  within  three  weeks,  otbff- 
wiae  it  will,  after  that  period,  be  of  no  value. 

Done  at  Aranjuei,  on  this  thirtieth  of  Ventoee,  in  tbe 
ninth  year  of  the  republic,  (March  SI,  1801.) 

LUCIEN  BONAPARTE, 

The  Frinee  of  the  Feea- 

To  the  copy  from  which  the  above  translation  was  m^ 
are  appended  the  certificates  of  Don  Ceferino  CeTaii** 
archivist  of  the  Department  of  Sute  of  Spain,  to  its  ««^ 
conformity  with  the  original,  and  of  Don  Angel  Calden* 
de  la  Barca,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  plempof^j 
tiary  of  Spain,  in  Washington,  of  iu  having  been  rec«w 
by  him  from  the  said  CevaUos  and  deUvered  to  the  m 
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.    M.  White,  of  Florida.     Faithfully  tranalattd  by  mo, 
Lobeit   Oreenhow,   translator    of   foreign    laoguagoa  to 
i€  Department  of  State  of  the  United  States. 
Washhtotoit,  March  33,  1836. 

M. 

Iranshiwn  of  a  Utter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of 
Spain  to  Charlee  Pinckney,  Minister  of  the  United 
States  to  Madrid,  refusing  to  seli  the  Floridas  to  the 
United  States. 

Aba ir JUKI,  AprU  1,  1802. 

Sib  :  I  ha^e  commnnicated  to  his  Majesty  the  proposi- 
on  which  your  excellency  made  in  the  name  of  your  Gov- 
mment,  in  your  official  letter  of  the  S4th  of  March  last, 
especting  the  cenion  of  the  two  Floridas  to  the  United 
itates  of  America,  by  sale.*  His  Majesty  having  been 
lade  well  acquainted  with  every  thing  advanced  by  your 
zcellency  in  support  of  that  idea,  has  commanded  me  to 
nform  you,  in  reply,  that  his  Majesty  rejoices  in  every 
pportunity  of  strengthening  the  bonds  of  friendship  with 
be  United  States  of  America,  but  that  the  subject  in  ques- 
ion,  being  one  of  the  utmost  weight  and  importance, 
nerits  great  circumspection  before  it  can  be  determined. 

With  regard  to  the  request  made  by  you  in  the  nme 
ifficial  letter,  that  a  mercantile  agent  of  the  United  States 
hould  be  permitted  to  reside  at  New  Orleans,  his  Majesty 
loes  not  accede  to  it,  as  it  is  prohibited  by  our  laws  of  the 
ndies ;  and  from  the  just  consideration  that,  by  making 
me  ei ample  of  that  kind,  the  door  would  be  opened  for 
ike  demands  on  the  part  of  other  nations. 

I  embrace  this  opportunity  to  assure  you  of  my  dietin- 
fuiihed  consideration,  dtc. 

PEDRO  CEVALLOS. 

To  Chablis  Pihckhxt,  Esq., 
^nwy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  of  America. 

The  above  was  translated  by  Robert  Greenhow,  transla- 
or  of  foreign  languages  to  the  Department  of  State  of  the 
Jnited  States,  from  a  copy,  in  Spanish,  of  the  original,  ex- 
sting  in  the  archives  of  the  Department  of  Stete  at  Mad- 
id ;  which  is  authenticated  by  the  certificate  of  Don  Cefe- 
ino  de  Cevalloe,  the  keeper  of  thooe  archives,  and  by  that 
>f  Don  A.  Calderon  de  la  Barca,  envoy  extraordinary 
ind  roinieter  plenipotentiary  of  Spain  in  the  United  States. 

N. 

^rom  Charles  Pinckney,  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Min- 
ister PUniootentiary  of  the  United  States  ojf  America 
at  Madria,  to  his  Excellency  Don  Pedro  Cevallos, 
Secretary  of  State  of  Spain, 

Ababjvxs,  February  17,  1803. 

I  had  the  honor,  last  evening,  to  state  to  your  excellen- 
y  the  nature  of  the  information  I  had  received  from  our 
government,  and  their  instructions  respecting  the  conduct 
•f  the  intendant  of  New  Orleans,  in  prohibiting  the  de- 
osite  of  American  effects,  stipulated  by  the  treaty  of  1795. 

trust,  from  the  statements  then  made,  your  excellency 
789  fully  impressed  with  the  delicacy  and  pressing  im- 
torUnce  of  the  subject,  and  the  sensibility  and  anxiety  of 
)ur  Government  and  citizens  to  have  this  order  of  the  in- 
endant  immediately  revoked,  under  the  conviction  that  it 
vas  issued  without  the  knowledge  of  his  Majesty  or  his 
Government,  on  whose  honorable  and  exact  compliance 
vith  treaties  they  had  the  most  perfect  reliance.  It  was 
vith  particular  pleasure,  therefore,  I  received  from  your 
'xcellcncy  the  information  that  this  order  of  the  intendant 
lad  been  issued  by  him  without  the  knowledge  of  his 
Majesty  or  his  Government,  and  that  orders  should  be  im- 
oediately  sent  to  New  Orleans,  to  the  intendant  and  prop- 
T  authorities  there,  to  regulate  the  commerce  and  inter- 
wurse  of  the  dtixens  of  the  United  States  in  that  port  by 


the  treaty  of  179S,  and  to  place  the  same  on  the  footing  it 
had  been  from  the  foundation  of  that  treaty  to  the  issuing 
of  the  intendant's  order.  Your  exeellency  was  pleased  to 
add  that  you  would  transmit  a  duplicate  of  this  order  to 
the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  his  Majesty  in  the  United 
States,  to  be  shown  to  their  Government,  and  forwarded 
by  your  minister  to  New  Orleans.  I  will,  at  the  lame 
time,  thank  your  excellency  to  be  so  obliging  as  to  favor 
me  with  a  copy  of  the  order,  that  I  might  also  be  enabled 
to  transmit  it  by  some  safe  and  speedy  opportunity.  I  bad 
the  honor,  yesterday,  to  state  to  your  excellency  the  anx- 
*^ly  o/  our  Government  on  the  sulneet  of  possessing  the 
territory  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi.  The  im- 
portanee  of  this  acquisition  to  them,  for  the  purposes  of 
securing  to  the  citizens  of  one  half  of  the  United  States 
the  certain  means  of  exporting  their  products,  has  been 
so  fully  explained  to  your  excellency,  in  my  letter  written 
in  Match  last,  and  in  subsequent  conversations,  that  I 
need  not,  at  this  time,  go  again  into  the  subject.  Re- 
ferring your  excellency  to  them,  I  have  now  to  say  that  the 
Grovemment  of  the  United  States,  from  many  circumstan- 
ces, as  well  as  from  the  conduct  of  the  intendant,  feel 
themselves  Cffcry  day  more  convinced  of  the  necessity  of 
their  having  a  permanent  establishment  on  the  Mssissifh' 
pi,  convenient  for  the  purposes  of  navigation,  and  OC" 
longing  solely  to  them.  Ih  obtain  this,  they  have  au- 
thorized me  to  sav  that,  should  his  Majesty  be  now  in- 
clined to  seli  tptke  United  States  his  vossessions  on  the 
east  side  of  the  river  Mississippi,  or  between  thai  and 
the  river  Mobile,  agreeablu  to  the  propositions  enclosed, 
the  United  States  will  ma/te  to  his  Majesty,  and  I  do  now 
in  their  name  make,  the  important  offer  of  guarantying 
to  him  and  his  successors  his  dominions  beyond  the  Mis- 
sissippi. It  is  with  his  Majesty  and  his  ministers  to  con- 
sider, for  the  reasons  I  hod  the  honor  to  state  in  our  con- 
versation of  the  last  evening,  the  immense  importance  of 
this  offer  to  the  Spanish  crown,  and  to  reflect  how  far 
it  may  be  in  the  power  of  any  other  nation  to  make  an 
offer  so  truly  valuable  and  precious  as  this  is  to  Spain — 
one  that  the  United  States  would  never  have  made,  but 
from  a  conviction  of  the  indispensable  necessity  of  their 
possessing  a  suitable  establishment  on  this  river,  and  which 
this  territory  can  alone  furnish.  The  unshaken,  and,  in- 
deed, unimpeached  honor  of  the  United  States,  in  the  ex- 
act performance  of  treaties  and  guarantees,  snd  in  all 
their  public  oontracte  and  transactions,  is  so  well  known  as 
certainly  to  convince  his  Majesty  and  his  ministers  thot 
any  stipulations  on  their  part  will  be  faithfully  executed. 
Reining  your  excellency  to  our  conversation  the  last 
evening,  in  which  J  opened  to  you  many  of  the  reasons 
for  making  this  offer,  I  wish  your  excellmey  to  submit 
them  to  hts  Majesty,  and  in  a  short  time  I  will  have  the 
honor  to  see  your  excellency  again,  on  my  return  from 
Ma^d,  far  which  place,  for  the  present,  I  will  thank 
your  excellency  to  direct  your  letters  for  me. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

CHARLES  FINCKNEY. 

O. 

Propositions  made    to  Spain  on  the  17 th  of  February, 

1803,  by  Charles  Pinekney,  on  the  part  of  the  United 

Statu. 

1 .  The  United  States  will  purchase  the  possessions  of 
his  Catholic  Majesty  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  Mis- 
sissippi, for  which  they  will  pay  — ^  dollars. 

3.  They  wilt  purchase  these  possessions,  for  which  they 
will  pay  ^— .  dollars ;  and,  moreover,  guaranty  to  his 
Majesty  and  his  succesmrs  his  possessions  beyond  the 
river  Mississippi. 

8.  They  will  purchase  the  country  between  the  rivers 
Mississippi  and  Mobile,  belonging  to  his  Majesty,  and, 
also,  places  of  deposite  near  the  mouths  of  the  other  rivors 
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paaang  from  their  territory  through  either  of  the  Floridta» 
for  which  they  will  pay  — -~  dollarei  or  enter  into  other 
obligations,  which  may  be  thought  equivalent  to  the  ac^ 
quirement. 

4.  If  none  of  theae  propoaitiona  can  be  acceded  to,  they 
will  then  purchaae  certain  tracts  of  countiy  on  the  banks 
of  the  Mississippi  and  the  other  riven  passing  from  their 
territory  into  that  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  for  which  they 
will  pay  ■  ■  dollars,  or  enter  into  other  obligations 
which  may  be  thought  equivalent  to  the  acquirement. 

P. 

Translation  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of 
^^lain  to  GharUs  Ptnekney,  Minister  of  the  Unit  A 
States  of  America  at  Madrid, 

Palacv,  Juki  19,  1803. 

To  the  Minister  of  the  United  States  of  America  .* 

8iK  :  His  Majesty  the  King  having  given  orders  to  his 
minister  near  the  United  States  of  America  to  make  knovm 
to  that  (Government  the  absolute  nullity  of  the  proceedings 
of  France  in  disposing  of  Louisiana,  which  she  had  for- 
mally and  positively  engaged  not  to  aelt,  I  now  communi- 
cate the  same  to  you,  in  order  that  yon  may  submit  it  to 
your  Government,  which  will  thus  receive  it  by  distinct 
channels.  At  the  same  time,  I  must  inform  you,  in  re- 
ply to  the  assurance  given  me  by  yon  at  our  last  eonier- 
ence  that  France  had  also  ceded  West  Florida,  that  the 
said  province  never  has  at  any  time  or  by  any  title  be- 
longed to  the  French. 

I  am,  dec. 

PEDRO  CEVALLOa 

Translated  by  Robert  Greenhow,  translator  of  forcigii 
languages  to  the  Department  of  State  of  the  United  States, 
from  a  copy  of  the  original,  in  Spanish,  which  is  deposited 
in  the  archives  of  the  Department  of  State  of  Madrid  ; 
which  copy  was  authenticated  by  the  certificates  of  Don 
Ceferino  Cevallos,  keeper  of  those  archives,  and  of  Don 
A.  Calderon  de  la  Barca,  minister  of  Spain  in  the  United 
States. 

Q. 

Protest  of  the  Marquis  de  Casa  Calvo^  Commissioner  of 
Spain,  respecting  the  pretensions  of  the  United  States, 
addressed  to  M.  Laussat,  the  Colonial  Prefect  of  Louisi- 
ana^ with  the  reply  of  the  latter. 

Translated  by  Robert  Greenhow,  translator  of  foreign 
languages  to  the  Department  of  State  of  the  United 
States,  from  copies  taken  from  originals  in  the  archives 
of  the  Department  of  State  of  Madrid  ;  which  copies 
were  authenticated  by  the  certificates  of  Don  Ceferino 
de  Cevallos,  keeper  of  the  said  archives,  and  of  Don  A. 
Calderon  de  la  Barca,  minister  of  Spain  in  the  United 
States  of  America. 

Nzw  OaLBAira,  March  31,  1804. 
To  the  Colonial  Prefect  and  Commissioner  of  the  French 

Republic  .• 

I  should  be  guilty  of  a  great  dereliction  from  my  duty, 
and  from  the  necessities  imposed  by  the  confidence  of  the 
King  my  roaster,  when  he  gave  me  my  commission,  if, 
while  yon  are  preparing  for  your  voyage,  and  terminating 
the  operations  in  which  I  was  also  destined  to  bear  a  part, 
I  should  neglect  to  communicate  to  you,  in  the  name  of 
the  King,  that  Spain  cannot  with  indifference  regard  the 
exorbitant  propositions  which  the  United  States  are  be- 
ginning to  set  forth,  with  regard  to  the  limits,  both  to  the 
east  and  the  west,  of  the  province  of  Louisiana.  The 
limits  on  the  east  are  established  by  solemn  treaties,  and 
for  that  very  reason  are  absolutely  unquestionable;  it  how- 
ever appears  that  France  herself  is  supporting  the  establish- 
ment of  those  on  the  west,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Bravo. 
I  cannot,  therefore,  refrain  firom  entering  my  most  solemn 


protest  againat  any  operations  or  intentions  of  eatabliihiif 
the  limits  beyond  the  river  Sabine,  until  his  Mtjeitj  dai) 
have  resolved  upon  some  measure  with  regard  to  tbesab- 
ject ;  as  such  a  proceeding  would  be  prejudidai  to  tbe  ia* 
tereats  of  Spain,  and  would  tend  to  dismeaber  a  cona^- 
able  portion  of  the  internal  provinces  of  Metioo,totl>e 
great  damage  of  the  dominions  of  his  Majeity  aod  of  b 
subjeots. 

And  in  order  that  this  may  forever  be  pablic,  1  baecdi 
you,  sir,  to  inform  your  Government  of  it,  in  order  ibit 
the  limits  may  be  aetUed  truly,  which  now  appear  w^ 
termined,  and  the  operationa  of  trarins  them  may  be  b^ 
gun  upon  the  bases  already  acknowledged  by  FrBScewbn 
she  formerly  possessed  the  province  of  LoaiaiaQa. 

May  God  preserve  you  many  years. 

THE  MARQUIS  DE  CASA  CALVa 

R. 

Reply  to  the  foregoing  Protest. 

Nsw  Galsans,  12  of  Germinal,  year  U, 

C^d  of  April,  ISQi  ; 

Th  the  Marquis  de  Casa  Cako,  Brigadier  of  the  onm^ 
Spain,  emd  Commissioner  of  his  Catholic  Majat^- 
Sib:  I  will  faitiifully  submit  to  my  Govenmat  tbt 
declaration,  in  the  form  of  a  protest,  which  yon  ptaodo 
my  hands  by  your  letter  of  the  lOdi  of  Gennina)  of  6« 
present  year,  (March  81,  1804,)  reapectbgthelimilaviDtfc 
should  be  established  for  Louisiana,  according  to  tb«  tin- 
ty  of  restoration  and  of  cession,  in  execution  of  whidil 
here  represent  the  French  people,  by  coouniaaion  itm^ 
First  Consul.     I  have  the  honor  to  aalute  yoo,  lir,  ^ 

the  greatest  consideration. 

LAU8SAT, 


EMPLOYMENT    OF    BOYS    IN  THE  VESSEL 
OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

In  SasATa  o»  the  Uxitid  StitMi 

January  81,  183' 

Mr.  Davis  submitted  the  following  report- 
The  Committee  on  Commerce  have  had  under  cow^ 

tion  a  bill  to  encourage  the  employment  of  boyiins^ 

vessels  of  the  United  Statea,  and  report  theieoout» 

lows : 

They  are  informed  tiiat  tixe  professed  object  of  mu  fs- 
is  to  increase  the  number  of  our  seamen,  by  compsai^ 
ships  which  go  on  foreign  voyages  to  take  out  asptf^* 
the  crew  a  certain  proportion  of  boya,  who  are  to  ien«  «* 
apprentices  to  learn  the  art  of  aeamanship. 

In  Uiis  it  is  alleged  that  this  Government  haa  ^^^ 
interest,  for,  as  a  maritime  Power,  it  must  defend  <«s 
and  its  commerce  against  aggression  upon  the  ocean. 

It  is  said  that  every  nation  situated  as  we  are  c(^ 
its  security,  the  safety  of  private  property,  and  ^^'"^^jj 
of  its  flag,  by  encouraging  in  suitable  ways  andbvp^r 
inducements  young  persons  to  engage  in  aea  f'^^V, 
the  country  must  rely  on  the  commercial  marine  vx 
aupport  and  efficiency  of  its  navy. 

This  is  one  ground  on  which  the  fisheries  are  cBCOors* 
ed,  and  they  are  the  greatest  nursery  of  seamen. 

While  tiie  measure  before  us  may  be  admitted  ow^^ 
this  tendency,  it  must  not  escape  our  observation  ^ .,. 
not  for  the  interest  of  navigatore  to  take  boyi  to  seS'"  * 
wore,  there  would  be  no  occasion  to  compel  ^**"  **'^  ^ 

On  the  contrary,  it  would  be  burdensome,  and, «  ^' 
onerous,  injurious  to  navigators^  and  tend  to  equali^ 
condition  with  that  of  foreigners,  . 

The  English  entertoin  the  opinion,  and  pw»"l^ 
without  cause  for  it,  that  our  seamen,  as  a  claaa,  tf^ 
efficient,  able,  intelligent  navigatora  than  theirs. 

The  proof  of  this  is  found  in  the  ftct  Uiat  we  8«ii  - 


APPENDIX— To  Oaieg  ^  Seaton's  Register. 


233 


Patent  Offiee. 


[24th  Coiro.  3d  Sits. 


vowels  with  lesg  numerical  force,  and  actually  make  our  voy- 
ages with  greater  despatch. 

In  the  trade  between  the  two  countries  we  are  upon  a 
footing  of  equality,  and  it  ie  from  thia  auperior  seamaDihip 
that  we  retain  each  a  large  proportion  of  Uie  freighting ;  for 
(?age8  in  England  are  not  aa  high  aa  in  our  ports. 

We  must  therefore  be  cautious  about  loading  navigation 
jrith  new  burdens,  lest  the  profits  of  the  business  should 
not  justify  it. 

On  this  point  we  have  taken  the  opinions  of  several  of 
he  chambers  of  commerce,  and  we  find  them  divided  on 
:his  question. 

It  has  not  also  escaped  our  observation  that  an  opinion 
is  prevalent  that,  in  the  large  dties,  the  character  of  our  sea- 
uen  is  deteriorating.  We  have  proofii  on  this  head  tend- 
ng  to  establish  the  afiirmative  of  this  proposition,  and  to 
Mtablish  the  fact  that  we  are  either  employing  foreigners, 
IT,  for  the  want  of  proper  moral  supervision,  our  seamen 
ire  fast  assimilating  In  character  to  foreigners. 

Much  concern  has  been  felt  by  observing  men  on  this 
lead  ;  for,  when  we  cease  to  be  superior,  then  their  naviga- 
ing  interest  will  triumph,  for  they  give  less  wages  than 
ire. 

Measures  to  elevate  and  preserve  the  character  and  the 
lumber  of  our  seamen  must  at  all  times  command  consid- 
erate attention ;  and  this  measure  would  make  a  strong  ap- 
)eal  for  an  experiment,  if  it  did  not  evidently  bring  with  it 
mrdens  which  it  is  feared  ought  not  to  be  laid  upon  a  class 
>f  men  struggling  with  a  gigantic  competitor. 

The  committee  have,  therefore,  under  all  the  cireum- 
itances,  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  measure  is  inex- 
)edieot  for  the  present,  upon  the  information  before  them, 
ind  therelbre  recommend  the  indefinite  postponement  of 
he  bill.  Further  and  better  information  may  lead  to  a 
change  of  opinion. 

The  committee  may  abo  add  that  they  find  no  inconsid- 
erable difficulty  in  securing,  by  suitable  provisions,  the 
ights  of  boys  sent  to  sea  as  apprentices.  On  a  violation  of 
he  contract,  or  a  failure  on  the  part  of  the  master  to  observe 
lis  duties  and  obligations,  the  boy  ought  to  be  discharged  ; 
>nt  it  is  not  easy,  in  a  large  portion  of  our  ports,  to  devise 
1  satisfactory  method  of  doing  it. 

PATENT  OFriOE. 

Iir  SsXATX  OT  TBE  XJnTlTEJi  StaTXS, 

Januan/9,  1837. 
ilfr.  Ruggles  made  the  following  report.' 

rhe  special  committee  appointed  to  examine  and  report 
the  extent  of  the  loss  sustained  by  the  burning  of  the 
Patent  Office,  and  to  consider  whether  any  and  what 
measures  ought  to  be  adopted  to  repair  the  loss,  and  to 
establish  such  evidences  of  property  in  patented  inven- 
tions as  the  destruction  of  the  records  and  drawings  may 
have  rendered  necessary  for  its  security,  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

In  examining  the  subject  referred  to  them,  the  commit* 
ee  have  been  deeply  impressed  with  the  loss  the  country 
las  sustained  in  the  destruction,  by  the  fire  of  the  15th 
(December,  of  the  records,  originals,  drawings,  models,  dec, 
>elonging  to  the  Patent  Office.  They  not  only  embraced 
he  whole  history  of  American  invention  for  nearly  half  a 
century,  but  were  the  muniments  of  property  of  vast 
Lmount,  secured  by  law  to  a  great  number  of  individuals, 
K>th  citizens  and  foreigners,  the  protection  and  security  of 
?rbich  must  now  become  seriously  difficult  and  precarious. 

Every  thing  belonging  to  the  office  was  destroyed — ^noth- 
ng  was  saved.  There  were  one  hundred  and  sixty -eight 
arge  folio  volumes  of  .records,  and  twenty-six  large  port- 
folios, containing  nine  thousand  drawings,  many  of  which 
nrere  beautifully  executed  and  very  valuable;  there  wore  also 
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all  the  original  descriptions  and  specifications  of  inventions, 
in  all  about  ten  thousand,  besides  caveats  and  many  other 
documents  and  papers. 

There  were  also  two  hundred  and  thirty  volumes  of  books 
belonging  to  the  Patent  Office  library,  the  cost  of  which 
was  $1,000.  8ome  of  these  were  procured  prior  to  the 
passage  of  the  act  of  July  4,  1836,  making  an  appropria- 
tion of  $1,600  for  procuring  a  library  of  scientific  works. 
Others  were  procured  subsequently,  for  which  $320  of  that 
appropriation  was  expended. 

The  model-cases,  press  and  seals,  desks,  book-cases, 
and  other  furniture  and  efi*ects  belonging  to  the  office,  were 
estimated  at  $6,600. 

The  foregoing  are  more  particularly  described  in  sched- 
ules A,  B,  and  C,  annexed  to  a  letter  from  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Patents,  in  reply  to  inquiries  made  by  the  com- 
mittee, which  accompanies  this  report. 

The  Patent  Office  contained  also  the  largest  and  most 
interesting  collection  of  models  in  the  world.  It  was  an 
object  of  just  pride  to  every  American  able  to  appreciate  its 
value  as  an  item  in  the  estimate  of  national  character,  or 
the  advantages  and  benefits  derivable  from  high  improve- 
ment in  the  useful  arts — a  pride  which  must  now  stand  re- 
buked by  the  improvidence  which  exposed  so  many  memo- 
rials and  evidences  of  the  superiority  of  American  genius 
to  the  destruction  which  has  overtaken  them. 

The  number  of  models  was  about  seven  thousand. 
Many  of  them  displayed  great  talent,  ingenuity,  and  me- 
chanical science.  The  A  merican  inventions  pertaining  to  the 
spinning  of  cotton  and  wool,  and  the  manufacture  of  ftibrics, 
in  many  respects  exceed  those  of  any  other  nation,  and  re- 
duced so  much  the  expense  of  manufacture,  that  the  Bri^ 
ish  manufiu:turers  were  reluctantly  obliged,  at  the  expense 
of  a  little  national  pride,  to  lay  aside  their  own  machinery 
and  adopt  our  improvements,  to  prevent  our  underselling 
them,  even  in  their  home  market.  In  this  department  were 
the  inventions  of  Browne,  Thorpe,  DanforUi,  Couilliard, 
Calvert,  and  some  others.  The  beautifnl  operative  model 
of  Wilkinson's  machine  for  manu&cturing  weavers'  reeds 
by  one  operation  was  considered  one  of  the  most  ingenious 
mechanical  combinations  ever  invented.  Of  this  character 
was  Whittemore's  celebrated  machine  for  making  wool 
cards.  There  were  several  models  of  valuable  improve- 
mentB  in  shearing  and  napping  cloth,  patented  to  Swift, 
Stowell,  Dewey,  Parsons,  Daniels,  and  others. 

In  another  department  were  several  models  of  machines 
for  manufacturing  cut  and  wrought  nails.  The  machinery 
for  this  purpose,  which  has  reduced  so  much  the  price  of 
that  important  article,  was  of  purely  American  origin,  and 
was  invented  by  Brigrgs,  Perkins,  Reed,  Odiome,  and  sev- 
eral others. 

The  models  of  improvemente  in  grist-mills,  saw-mills, 
water-wheels,  &a,  were  numerous. 

The  application  of  steam  power  to  the  driving  of  all 
kinds  of  machinery,  for  propelling  boats,  locomotives,  millii, 
and  foctories,  has  brought  out  a  great  number  of  American 
inventions  and  improvements,  displaying  a  degree  of 
talent,  ingenuity,  and  science,  highly  creditable  to  our 
country.  Some  of  the  modek  in  this  department  were  very 
valuable.  America  claima  the  honor  (contested,  indeed, 
by  England)  of  the  first  successful  attempt  to  apply  the 
power  of  steam  to  the  propelling  of  vessels.  The  name  of 
Fulton  is  associated  with  one  of  the  noblest  efforts  of 
genius  and  science.  It  has  oflen  been  regretted  that  no 
model  was  preserved  of  his  steamboat,  which  was  the  first 
to  demonstrate  the  practicability  of  making  steam  subser- 
vient to  the  purposes  of  useful  navigation.  There  was, 
however,  deposited  in  the  Patent  Office  a  volume  of  draw, 
ings,  elegantly  executed  by  his  own  hand,  delineating  the 
various  parts  of  the  machinery  he  employed,  and  embracing 
three  beautiful  representations  of  his  steamer,  making  its 
first  triumphant  struggle  against  the  opposing  current  of 
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the  Hudion.  The  Bteamer  was  represented  pamng  through 
the  Highlands,  and  at  two  or  three  other  interesting  points 
on  the  river,  with  a  beautiful  sketching  of  the  surrounding 
scenery,  smiling  as  it  were  at  the  victory  which  science  and 
art  bad  at  last  achieved  over  the  power  of  the  winds  and  the 
watersi  and  at  the  opening  era  of  eteam  navigation^  the  bene- 
fits of  which  hiive  since  been  so  widely  diffused.  It  contain- 
ed, also,  an  acc4>unt  of  his  experiments  on  the  resistance  of 
fluids,  and' various  estimates  of  the  power  required  to  propel 
vessels  of  various  tonnage  and  form  through  the  water,  at  n 
greater  or  less  speed.  This  volume,  which  should  have 
been  preserved  among  our  choicest  archives,  shared  the  fate 
of  every  thing  else  in  the  office.  What  sum  would  be  too 
great  to  be  expended  in  replacing  it ! 

The  department  of  agriculture  contained  a  great  number 
of  models  of  highly  useful  improvements  in  the  implements 
of  husbandly.  The  number  of  inventions  which  had  for 
their  object  the  advancement  of  the  agricultural  interests 
was  about  fifteen  hundred ;  those  which  pertained  to  navi- 
gation were  little  short  of  a  thousand.  The  inventions 
and  improvements  in  factory  machinery,  and  in  the  various 
manufactures,  were  upwaids  of  two  thousand.  In  the 
common  mechanical  trades  there  were  as  many  more.  It 
were  vain  to  attempt  to  enumerate  or  classify  them  within 
the  reasonable  space  of  a  report  of  committee.  There  was 
no  art  or  pursuit  to  which  ingenuity  and  invention  had  not 
lent  their  aid. 

That  this  great  national  repository  should  have  received 
80  little  consideration  heretofore  as  to  be  left  so  long  expo- 
sed to  conflagration,  which  has  at  last  swept  every  vestige 
of  it  from  existence,  cannot  be  too  deeply  deplored.  But 
the  reproach  does  not  rest  at  the  door  of  the  present  Con- 
gress. The  act  passed  at  its  first  session,  reorganizing  the 
office,  containing  many  important  provisions  for  its  man- 
agement, and  the  appropriation  for  erecting  a  fire-proof 
building,  for  the  accommodation  and  preservation  of  the 
records,  models,  dtc,  which  is  now  under  construction,  at- 
test the  interest  inspired  and  the  attention  devoted  to  it, 
though,  unfortunately,  too  late  to  rescue  it  from  destruc- 

That  the  benefit  of  such  an  institution  is  limited  to  the 
mechanic  arts  and  manufactures,  or  that  it  is  confined  to  any 
particular  section  of  the  Union,  is  an  erroneous  idea.  Its 
influence  is  felt  in  every  branch  of  national  industry,  and 
no  one  section  of  the  country  can  justly  be  said  to  derive 
less  advantage  from  it  than  another.  Tlie  idea  is  equally 
erroneous  that  such  institutions  arc  established  for  the  ben- 
efit of  patentees  only.  The  advancement  of  great  nation- 
al interesta  is  the  first  object  of  the  patent  laws  of  all  na- 
tions where  they  exist.  The  specifications,  models,  and 
drawings,  are  required,  that,  after  the  patent  term  shall  have 
expired,  the  public  may  have  the  benefit  of  a  disclosure  of 
the  invention,  so  full  and  intelligible  that  any  one  can  ap- 
ply its  principles  to  practical  use,  or  make  them  the  found- 
ation of  furthier  improvements. 

It  is  a  still  more  erroneous  idea  that  no  drawings  or  models 
of  new  inwntions  are  of  use  to  the  public,  unless  the  ma- 
chinery they  represent  is  susceptible  of  a  practical  Application 
to  the  use  designed.  Mechanical  science,  like  all  others,  is 
matured  and  perfected  by  degrees,  and  by  calling  to  its  aid 
the  investigations  and  ingenuity  of  various  minds.  Most 
inventions  are  but  the  foundation  of  progressive  improve- 
ments. It  is  necessary  to  know  what  has  been  done,  in 
order  to  know  what  remains  to  bo  accampliahed.  Every  age 
avails  itself  of  the  experience  and  discoveries  of  that  which 
has  preceded  it ;  were  it  otherwise,  knowledge  would  be  sta- 
tionary, and  evtery  generation,  int^tead  of  being  wiser  than 
oihers  gone  by,  would  be  employed  in  learning  over  again 
what  bad  been  acquired  before.  The  drawings  and  models 
of  even  Uiose  inventions  which  are  imperfect,  or  incapable 
of  producing  the  desired  effect,  serve  to  show  how  far  oth- 
ers have  progressed,  and  either  furnish  hints  for  the  faW 


accomplishment  of  the  deaign,  or  as  bcaeons  to  cntble  oth- 
ers to  avoid  fruitless  labor  and  expense.  'Whoever  wogM 
attempt  to  improve  the  arts  must  begin  where  othen  htte 
left  ofif:  hence,  the  model-rooms  of  the  Patent  Oi&oevcR 
constantly  visited  by  men  of  genius  and  siienoe  fron  iD 
sections  of  the  countiy,  and  ^m  Europe^  where  they 
were  able  at  onee  to  discover  how  &r  American  inTenban 
had  gone,  and  where  they  frequently  derived  importaid 
hints  from  inventions  and  contrivances  of  apptrently  bsi 
little  value. 

They  would  seem,  also,  to  be  almoet  indispennble,  in  de> 
ciding  upon  new  applications  for  patents,  to  enible  tae 
proper  officers  to  judge  of  the  originali^  of  the  inveaiioi, 
and  to  prevent  the  issning  of  interliBring  pstentk  It  often 
requires  a  very  close  examination  of  the  principles  of  a  » 
chine,  and  a  careful  comparieon  of  models  and  drawingi, 
to  discover  how  far  they  intarfore  with  previoue  inveDtkei 
The  prtiviaion  interdicting  the  granting  of  psteou  for  vksi 
is  not  new  and  original  is  the  meet  vahiaUe  feature  of  tbr 
act  of  July  last  But  it  will  be  impossible  for  the  Coa 
miesioner  to  administer  the  law  in  that  particulsr,  Brrord- 
ing  to  its  intent,  without  models  and  drawingi  of  inveo- 
tions  previously  patented.  The  consequence  would  be,  in 
eflfect,  the  restoration  of  a  great  portion  of  the  evils  of  ike 
former  system,  in  multiplying  conflicting  rights,  letdiogtt 
much  perplexity  and  expensive  litigation.  Much  of  the 
ground  travelled  over  in  the  laat  forty  years  would  haft  to 
be  travelled  over  again  before  the  point  could  be  mebcJ 
at  which  we  had  arrived  prior  to  the  late  oonfltgrttioo. 

The  committee,  therefore,  believe  that  it  is  important  to 
the  interest  of  the  country,  as  well  as  to  the  secarity  of  in- 
dividual rights,  that  measures  be  immediatelj  adopted  to  I^ 
place,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  records,  drawinf%  utd 
models,  which  have  been  destroyed.  After  ranch  iiujcin 
and  consideration,  the  committee  are  satisfied  tbat,D«t- 
withstanding  the  apprehensions  and  anxiety  ao  gen^ni'*; 
entertained,  a  restoration  is  practicable  to  a  very  gratifris) 
extent.  The  first  step  must  be  to  procure,  for  the  fWV" 
of  being  copied  and  recorded  anew,  theorigbal  pateots.  b 
most  instances^  descriptions  and  specifications  of  the  Idki- 
tions,  and,  in  perhaps  a  sixth  or  eighth  part  of  the  cue^ 
drawings  also,  have  been  annexed  to  the  pstenti  vbia 
granted.  Drawings  have  been  attached  only  when  rrii^^ 
to  in  the  specifications.  The  whole  number  of  patenu  i$> 
little  upwards  of  ten  thousand.  It  is  believed  ihatfroc 
six  to  seven  thousand  may  be  obtained  for  record.  Msoy  ^ 
the  deficient  drawings  may  be  obtained  from  pateoteff,  <>' 
may  be  supplied  by  the  assistance  of  those  whose  iamiltt' 
knowledge  of  the  inventions  will  enable  them,  ai(l^  ^ 
the  specifications,  to  delineate  them  with  moch  accuni^ 
Many  copies  heretofore  certified  from  the  record,  tobe  b» 
as  evidence  in  the  courts,  will  supply  others. 

Of  the  models,  such  as  were  trifling  and  miimpoitini> 
containing  no  new  principle  or  combination  of  mecbani?* 
and  not  useful  for  any  of  the  purposes  before  alluded  t<^)>- 
will  not  be  necessary  to  replace.  The  whole  nnrat«r  a 
models  was  about  seven  thousand.  It  is  the  opitw*^ 
l*.e  Commissioner,  and  others  most  converasDt  with  ^ 
subject,  that  three  thousand  of  the  most  important  can  t( 
replaced,  which  will  form  a  very  interesting  and  «!"** 
collection,  less  numerous,  indeed,  but  more  select,  ^ 
scarcely  less  useful,  than  that  which  has  been  destroT^ 
Some  of  these  would  be  replaced  by  voluntaiv  contri* 
tions.  But  the  greatest  portion  of  them,  even  of  tho" 
whose  restoration  would  be  roost  desirable,  the  rommiiMt 
are  satisfied,  can  only  be  had  by  means  in  the  hands  of^ 
Govenunent.  If  it  were  in  the  power  of  the  GoverDrnea 
to  compel  patentees  to  replace  the  models  and  ^n^P 
lost  by  ita  improvidence,  it  would  be  an  onerous  m^ 
just  tax  upon  those  who,  by  their  ingenuity,  and  aitt* 
own  expense,  built  up  an  institution  which,  in  its  concf* 
ion  with  manufitctures,  with  agricohure,  and  e^  ^  | 
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tneroe  itself,  bas  done  much  lo  advance  the  prosperity 
>f  the  country.  They  have  paid  into  the  Treasury 
M  56, 907  73  more  than  has  been  required  to  meet  the  ex- 
senses  of  the  office,  including  the  salariee  of  the  officers 
imployed  in  it;  and  the  committee  cannot  hesitate  in  rec- 
immendiug  the  appropriation  of  that  balance  .to  carry  into 
effect  the  provisions  of  the  bill  which  is  herewith  snbntitted. 

The  sentiment  is  not  an  unoommon  one,  that  the  tax  upon 
latents  is  both  unwise  in  policy  and  unjust  in  principle, 
inventors  are  public  benefactors,  contribuimg  to  the  promo- 
ion  and  improvement  of  all  branches  of  national  industry, 
ind,  in  moat  instances,  without  any  adequate  remunera- 
ion.  Who  has  done  more  to  enrich  the  South,  nay,  in- 
Ujnectly,  the  whole  eountiy,  than  Whitney  ?  And  what 
vas  his  reward!  Let  the  South  answer.  Evans  and 
•^ulton,  with  genius  and  taloats  never,  while  they  lived, 
ppreciated  to  their  worth,  died  overwhelmed  by  embarrass- 
ments. Whitteniore,  it  is  true^  was  more  fortunate ;  but 
t  i^as  said  that  he  availed  himself  ef  the  mechanical  gen- 
us of  another,  who  lived  and  died  in  poverty  and  obscurity. 

It  has  not  been  the  policy  of  our  Government  to  draw  a 
evenue  from  patentees.  The  duty  imposed  was  intended 
nly  to  meet  the  ordinary  expenses  of  issuing  patents. 
Cany  believe  that  even  that  should  not  be  exacted.  It  is 
» vying  a  contribution  npon  science  and  ingenuity,  which 
yst  the  nation  nothing,  while  they  confer  upon  it  impor- 
Hilt  bene6ts. 

Xhe  measures  to  be  adopted  in  selecting  and  obtaining 
le  models,  and  many  of  the  drawings,  are  matters  of  detail, 
ivolving  such  a  variety  of  circumstances  and  considers^ 
.ons,  that  is  impossible  to  wak^  provision  for  them  by 
ftw.  That  properly  belongs  and  diould  be  intrusted  to  a 
emponry  board  of  commissioners.  The  sum  required  to 
splace  the  three  thousand  models,  which  would  include 
11  whose  preservation  would  be  moet  desirable,  is  estima- 
»d  by  the  Commissioner  at  (^100,600.  The  expense  of 
ranscribing  and  recording  descriptions,  specifications, 
rawings,  and  assignments,  is  estimated  at  $53,000. 
L  judicious  and  economical  expenditure  of  these  sums,  it 
I  believed,  will  restore  the  records  and  models  to  the  full 
xtent  contemplated  by  the  provisions  of  the  bill  submitted. 
\y  the  statement  from  the  Treasury  Department,  (marked 
iy  )  it  appears  that  the  balance  of  the  patent  fund  on  the 
let  December  last  was  $156,007  73,  including  moneys 
Bceived  for  patents  and  copies  prior  to  the  act  of  July, 
836,  which,  though  not  expressly  embraced  by  the  terms 
f  that  act,  properly  belong  to  that  fund.  This  balance 
rill  cover  the  expenditures  sbove  proposed  of  $153,000, 
3gether  with  $3, 100  for  record  books,  desks,  and  other 
Ifice  furniture,  as  per  estimate  D,  and  leave  a  balance  of 
^07  78. 

With  s\idi  a  restoration,  and  the  addition  of  the  speci- 
nens  of  fabrics  and  manu&ctures  of  various  kinds  which 
re  in  preparation  in  a  number  of  the  manufactories  and 
vorkshops  of  the  country,  to  be  deposited  in  rooms  in  the 
tew  building,  pursuant  to  the  act  of  July  last,  we  shall 
o<Mi  have  leas  reason  than  is  now  apprehended  throughout 
he  country  to  deplore  the  destruction  of  this  great  na- 
ional  repository.  In  two  or  three  years  the  number  of 
aodels  will  be  scarcely  less,  and  their  character  and  value 
n  the  aggregate  greatly  improved. 

It  appears  by  the  Commissioner  that  an  additional  exam- 
ning  clerk  and  also  another  copying  clerk  are  neces- 
ary  to  keep  up  the  increasing  business  of  the  office, 
rhe  new  duties  assigned  to  the  examining  clerk  make 
t  a  very  responsible  and  laborious  office.  It  is  his 
lusiness  to  make  himself  fully  acquainted  with  the 
»rinciples  of  the  invention  for  which  a  patent  is  sought, 
ind  to  make  a  thorough  investigation  of  all  that  has  been 
»efore  known  or  invented,  either  in  Europe  or  America, 
)n  the  particular  subject  presented  for  his  examination, 
rle  must  ascertain  how  far  the  invention  interferes,  in  any 


of  its  parts,  with  other  previous  inventions  or  things  previ- 
ously in  use.  He  must  point  out  and  describe  the  extent 
of  such  collision  and  interference,  that  the  applicant  may 
have  the  benefit  of  the  information  in  so  shaping  or  re- 
stricting his  claim  of  originality  as  not  to  trespass  upon  the 
rights  of  others.  The  applicant  should  also  be  referred  to 
the  sources  of  this  information,  that  he  may  be  able 
to  satisfy  himself  on  the  particular  points  of  interfer- 
ence. This  frequently  leads  to  a  lengthy  corre^ndence, 
before  the  applicant  can  be  persuaded  that  his  invention,  or 
some  rejected  part  of  it,  is  not  new.  He  often  employe 
skilful  and  persevering  counsel  to  urge  and  enforce  by  argu- 
ment new  views  of  the  principles  of  his  invention,  who 
sometimes  brings  to  his  aid  much  mechanical  astuteness. 
The  examiner  must  also  see  that  the  specification  accords 
with  the  drawing,  and  that  the  model  is  in  conformity  with 
both. 

An  efficient  and  just  discharge  of  these  duties,  it  is  ob- 
vious, requires  extensive  scientific  attainments,  and  a  gen- 
eral knowledge  of  the  arts,  manufactures,  and  the  mechan- 
ism used  in  every  branch  of  business  in  which  improve- 
ments are  sought  to  be  patented,  and  of  the  principles  em- 
braced in  the  ten  thousand  inventions  patented  in  the  United 
States,  and  of  the  thirty  thousand  patented  in  Europe. 
He  must,  moreover,  possess  a  familiar  knowledge  of  the 
statute  and  common  law  on  the  subject,  and  the  judical 
decisions,  both  in  England  and  our  own  country,  in  pat- 
ent cases.  This  service  is  important,  as  it  is  often  diffi- 
cult and  laborious.  Here  is  the  first  dieck  upon  attempts 
to  palm  oiT  old  inventions  for  new,  or  to  interfere  with  the 
rights  of  others  previously  acquired.  This  is  also  the 
source  whence  the  honest  and  meritorious  inventor  may 
look  for  aid  and  direction  in  so  framing  his  specification  aa 
that  he  may  be  able  to  sustain  his  patent  when  issued,  and 
find  security  and  protection  against  expensive  and  fruitless 
litigation. 

Suitable  qualifications  for  Uiese  duties  are  rare,  and  can- 
not be  obtained  without  such  compensation  as  they  readily 
command  in  other  employment.  It  will  undoubtedly  be 
wise  in  the  Government  to  affix  such  salary  to  this  office 
as  will  secure  the  best  talent  and  qualifications.  Although 
an  appeal  is  allowed  by  law,  yet,  if  a  high  character  is  giv- 
en to  it,  this  will  be  the  heist,  as  it  is  the  most  appropriate 
tribunal  for  judging  of  these  subjects;  and  its  decisions 
commanding  respect  and  confidence,  there  will  b^  but  little 
inclination  to  take  exceptions  to  its  judgment.  Thus  will 
be  cut  off  a  fruitful  source  of  lawsuits,  and  our  court  cal- 
endars will  cease  to  be  crowded  with  cases  arising  out  of 
the  interfering  rights  of  patentees.  Meritorious  inventors 
will  be  secure  in  their  rights,  and  the  public  relieved  firom 
imposition  and  embanassment.  These  are  among  the 
first  of  the  objects  and  merits  of  the  act  of  last  session.  It 
appears  that  about  one  third  of  all  the  specifications  are 
found,  on  examination,  to  contain  no  new  principle,  and  that 
three  fourths  of  the  residue  are  either  too  broad  in  their 
claims  of  originality,  or  are  otherwise  irregular  or  defective, 
and  are  required  to  be  set  right  at  the  office,  or  sent  back  by 
the  Commissioner  for  correction. 

Under  existing  circumstances,  without  written,  pictorial, 
or  model  record  of  any  kind,  it  is  apparent  that  the  busi- 
ness of  the  office  must  either  stand  still,  or  proceed  under 
very  great  embarrassment,  which  can  be  relieved  only  by 
the  early  action  of  Congpress  on  the  subject. 

A  bill  is  herewith  submitted. 

A  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  to  promote  the  progreM  of  science  and 

uaetul  ana. 

Sic  1.  Be  it  enacted  bu  the  Senate  and  House  of  Re^- 

resentativea  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 

assembled^  That  any  person  who  may  be  in  possession  of, 

or  in  any  way  interested  in,  any  patent  for  an  invention, 

discovery,  or  improvement,^  issued  prior  to  the  fifteenth  day 

of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
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hundred  and  thirty -six,  or  in  an  assignment  of  any  patent, 
or  interest  therein,  executed  and  recorded  prior  to  the  said 
fifteenth  day  of  December,  may,  without  charge,  on  pre- 
sentation or  transmission  thereof  to  the  Commissioner  of 
Patents,  have  the  same  recorded  anew  in  the  Patent  Office, 
together  with  the  descriptions,  specifications  of  claim,  and 
drawings  annexed  or  belonging  to  the  same ;  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Commissioner  to  cause  the  same,  or 
any  authenticated  copy  of  the  original  record,  specification, 
or  drawing,  which  he  may  obtain,  to  be  transcribed  and 
copied  into  books  of  record,  to  bo  kept  for  that  purpose. 
And  wherever  a  drawing  was  not  originally  annexed  to 
the  patent,  and  referred  to  in  the  specification,  any  drawing 
produced  as  a  delineation  of  the  invention,  being  verified 
by  oath  in  such  manner  as  the  Commissioner  shall  require, 
may  be  transmitted  and  copied  as  aforesaid,  together  with 
the  certificate  of  the  ^ath  ;  or  such  drawings  may  be  made 
in  the  office,  under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioner,  in 
conformity  with  the  specification.  And  it  shall  be  the  du- 
ty of  the  Commissioner  to  take  such  measures  as  may  be 
advised  and  determined  by  the  board  of  commissioners  pro- 
vided for  in  the  fourth  section  of  this  act,  to  obtain  the  pat- 
ents, specifications,  and  copies  aforesaid,  for  the^  purpose 
of  being  so  transcribed  and  recorded. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  copies 
of  such  record  and  drawings,  certified  by  the  Commis- 
sioner, or,  in  his  absence,  by  the  chief  clerk,  shall  be 
prima  facie  evidence  of  the  particulars  of  the  invention 
and  of  the  patent  granted  therefor,  in  any  judicial  court 
of  the  United  States,  in  all  cases  where  copies  of  the  origi- 
nal record  or  specification  and  drawings  would  be  evi- 
dence, without  proof  of  the  loss  of  such  originals.  And 
no  patent  issued  prior  to  the  aforesaid  fifteenth  day  of  De- 
cember shal^  after  the  first  day  of  June  next,  be  received 
in  evidence  in  any  of  the  said  courts,  in  behalf  of  the  pat- 
tentee  or  other  person  who  shall  be  in  possession  of  the 
same,  unless  it  shall  have  been  so  recorded  anew,  and  a 
drawing  of  the  invention,  if  separate  from  the  patent,  veri- 
fied as  aforesaid,  deposited  in  the  Patent  Office ;  nor  shall 
any  written  assignment  of  any  such  patent,  executed  and 
recorded  prior  to  the  said  fifteenth  day  of  December,  be  re- 
ceived in  evidence,  in  any  of  the  said  courts,  in  behalf  of  the 
assignee  or  other  person  in  possession  thereof,  until  it  shall 
have  been  so  recorded  anew. 

8xc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  whenever  it 
shall  appear  to  the  Commissioner  that  any  pstent  was  de- 
stroyed by  the  burning  of  the  Patent  Office  buikling  on  the 
aforesaid  fifteenth  day  of  December,  it  shall  be  his  duty, 
on  application  therefor  by  the  patentee  or  other  person 
interested  therein,  to  issue  a  new  patent  for  the  same  in- 
vention or  discovery,  bearing  the  date  of  the  original  patent, 
with  his  certificate  thereon  that  it  was  made  and  issued 
pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  third  section  of  this  act, 
and  shall  enter  the  same  of  record :  Provided,  however, 
That,  before  such  patent  shall  be  issued,  the  applicant 
therefor  shall  deposite  in  the  Patent  Office  a  duplicate,  as 
near  as  may  be,  of  the  original  model,  drawings,  and  de- 
scription, with  specification  of  the  invention  or  discovery, 
verified  by  oath,  as  shaU  be  required  by  the  Commissioner. 
And  such  patent,  and  copies  of  such  drawings  and  de- 
scriptions, duly  certified,  shall  be  admissible  as  evidence 
in  any  judicial  court  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  pro- 
tect the  rights  of  the  patentee,  his  administrators,  heirs, 
and  assigns,  to  the  extent  only  in  which  they  would  have 
been  protected  by  the  original  patent  and  specification. 

Sxc.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Commissioner  to  procure  a  duplicate  of  such  of 
the  models  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  aforesaid  fifteenth  day 
of  December  as  were  most  valuable  and  interesting,  and 
whose  preservation  would  be  important  to  the  public ;  and 
such  as  would  be  necessary  to  fiicilitate  the  just  discharge 
of  the  duties  imposed  by  law  on  the  Commissioner  in  is- 


suing patents,  and  to  protect  the  rights  of  the  pQb&c  od  of 
patentees  in  patented  inventions  and  improvementi :  IV 
vided.  That  a  duplicate  of  such  models  may  be  obtttsed  a 
a  reasonable  expense :  Andprooided,  ako,  That  the  wttale 
amount  of  expenditure  lor  this  purpose  shall  notexceedds 
sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  And  there  thall  bea 
temporary  board  of  commissionens  to  be  oompOMd  of  lit 
Commissioner  of  the  Patent  Office  and  two  other  pemm^  to 
be  appointed  by  the  Prendent,  whoae  doty  it  shall  be  to 
conuder  and  determine  upon  the  best  snd  most  judiam 
mode  of  obtaining  models  of  soitable  constroction ;  nd, 
also,  to  consider  and  deteraoine  what  models  miy  be  piO' 
cured  in  pursuance  o^  and  in  accordance  with,  the  pro- 
visions and  limitations  in  this  section  oontsised.  kU 
said  oommissionera  may  make  and  establish  all  nieh  RfB- 
lations,  terms,  and  conditions,  not  ineonsisteiit  with  ht, 
as  in  their  opinion  may  be  proper  and  neeeswy  to  cany  tbi 
provisions  of  this  section  into  effect  aecordiag  to  m  w 
intent. 

Sxc.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  whenero  i 
patent  shall  be  returned  for  correction  and  reiwue  oodfi 
the  thirteenth  section  of  the  act  to  which  this  if  additM 
and  the  patentee  shall  desire  several  patents  to  be  imedfer 
distinct  and  separate  parts  of  the  thing  patented,  he  M 
first  pay,  in  manner  and  in  addition  to  the  mm  pn* 
vided  by  that  act,  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars  for  each  id- 
ditional  patent  so  to  be  issued  :  Provided,  koweKTf  1'bit 
no  patent  made  prior  to  the  aforesaid  fifteenth  day  cf  D^ 
comber  shall  be  corrected  and  reissued  until  a  doplioit 
of  the  model  and  drawing  of  the  thing,  as  oitgiDally  iws^ 
ed,  verified  by  oath,  as  shall  be  required  bj  the  Coo- 
missioner,  shall  be  deposited  in  the  Patent  Office. 

Sec  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  anjpiteat 
hereafter  to  be  isaoed  may  be  made  and  ieaned  to  the 
assignee  or  assignees  of  the  inventor  or  disoonrrr,  the 
assignment  thereof  being  first  entered  of  record,  and  the  im- 
plication therefor  being  duly  made,  and  the  specificationdal; 
sworn  to  by  the  inventor.  And  in  all  cases  hena&B,^ 
applicant  for  a  patent  shall  be  held  to  furnish  duplJok 
drawings,  one  of  which  to  be  deposited  in  the  office,  lod 
the  other  to  be  annexed  to  Uie  patent,  and  eoniidered  i 
part  of  the  specification. 

Sac.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  C<a)i» 
sioner  is  hereby  authorized  and  empowmed  to  tf^ 
agents  in  not  exceeding  twenty  of  the  principal  citiet* 
towns  in  the  United  States,  as  may  best  accomoodtte  tbi 
dififerent  sections  of  the  country,  for  the  puxpoee  of  n* 
ceiving  and  forwarding  to  the  Patent  Office  iH  «^ 
modeU^  specimens  of  ingredients,  and  manuiactoRai  a 
ahall  be  intended  to  be  patented  or  depositsd  thereio:  tbi 
transportation  of  the  same  to  be  chargeable  to  thepateotfowi 

Sxc.  8.  Andbe  itfuHherenaeted,Tbk%,  instead  of  one  «x- 
amining  clerk,  as  provided  by  the  second  section  of  the  id 
to  which  this  is  additional,  there  shall  be  appointed,  in  ^^ 
ner  therein  provided,  two  examining  cleriu,  each  to  (*■ 
ceive  an  annual  salary  of    ■  doilan;  and  ^'^^ 

ditional  copying  clerk,  at  an  annual  salary  of ^ 

lars.  And  the  Commissioner  is  also  authoriwd  to  emplofi 
from  time  to  time,  as  many  temporary  clerks  as  r»l^ 
necessary  to  execute  the  copying  and  draughting  rtaS^ 
by  the  first  section  of  this  act,  who  shall  receive  d<^I' 

ceeding cento  for  every  page  of  one  hondrtd  wo^ 

and  for  drawing  such  reasonable  compensstioD  as  sb^i  ^ 
agreed  upon  or  prescribed  by  the  Commissioner. 

Sec  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  wh«ne»er  -j 
application  of  any  foreigner  for  a  patent  shall  be  r«J0C'^ 
and  withdrawn,  for  want  of  novelty  in  the  invention,  f^' 
suant  to  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  to  which  this  ii  »* 
ditional,  the  certificate  thereof  of  the  CoaaBmooffv» 
be  a  sufficient  warrant  to  the  Treasurer  to  par  bea  » 
such  applicant  two  thiids  of  the  duty  he  shall  haw  ^ 
into  the  Treasury  on  account  of  such  application. 
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8bc.  10.  iliu/5et<yurfAcr«fMidet/,  That  all  moneys  paid 
Qto  th«  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  for  patents  and  for 
MS  for  copies  famished  by  the  Superintendent  of  the  Patent 
)fBce,  prior  to  the  passage  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  ad- 
litional*  shall  be  csirried  to  the  credit  of  the  patent  fiind 
rested  by  said  act ;  and  the  moneys  constitating  said  fund 
hall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  appropriated  for  the 
«Ly  noent  of  the  salaries  of  the  officers  and  clerks  provided 
or  bj  said  act,  and  all  other  expenses  of  the  Patent  Office, 
ddiiding  all  the  expenditures  prorided  for  by  this  act,  and 
Iflo  for  such  other  purpoees  as  are  or  may  be  hereafter 
pacially  provided  for  by  law.  And  the  Commiseioner  is 
leretiy  authoriied  to  draw  upon  said  fund,  from  time  to 
ime,  for  such  sums  as  shall  be  necessary  to  carry  into  eflect 
he  prorisions  of  this  act ;  governed,  however,  by  the  several 
imitations  herein  contained.  And  it  shall  be  his  du^  to 
9j  before  Congress  in  the  month  of  January,  annually,  a 
letailed  statement  of  the  expendituree  and  paymento  by 
dm  made  from  said  fund. 


Tmi&BURr  DlPABTMSHT, 

January  7,  1837. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  have  the  honor, 
lerewith,  to  transmit  to  you  a  statement  of  the  receipte 
rom  patents,  and  expenditures  for  that  branch  of  the  pub- 
ic buainess,  brought  down  to  theSUt  ultimo. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 
Secretary  of  the  TYeatury. 
Hon.  JoBR  Rl'oolzs, 

Chairman  Committee  on  Patents^ 

Senate  of  the  United  States. 

E. 

Statement  of  the  Patent  Funds, 

To  the  3d  July,  1836,  inclusive  : 
tecaipts  from  patente         -    $304,200  00 
teceipU  from  fees  -  3,071  06 

807,271  06 

Expenditures :  

(alaxiea    -  -  -        115,71i  35 

'ixturee  and  contingencies  40,720  56 


156,440  91 

From  4th  July  to  3Ut  December,  1636, 
aclusive : 

jecmptM  from  patente  14,328  00 

-  ,  -  189  58 


$150,830  15 


Ixpenditure  * 


TBXASUmT  DsPAXTMIirT, 


14,517  58 
8,440  00 


6,077  58 
$150,907  73 


Register's  Office,  January  7,  1837 


•  Salaries  - 
ooka  for  library 
ontingencies 
(Withdrawing  applications 


SMITH,  RegUter. 

.    $5,300 

.       1,000 

-       1,600 

540 


$8,440 


Patbxt  Omcx,  December,  28,  1836. 
Sim  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
yvLT  letter  of  the  20th  instant,  containing  several  inquiries, 
id  iuurten  to  reply. 


Question  I.  "Did  any  of  the  records  of  the  office,  or 
original  specifications,  drawings,  or  models,  belonging 
thereto,  survive  the  recent  confi^ration  V 

Answer.  The  rapidity  of  the  conflagration  prevented  all 
accees  to  the  office,  and,  consequently,  there  is  a  total  loss 
of  models,  drawings,  records,  and,  indeed,  papen  of  every 
kind. 

2.  *'  How  many  volumes  of  records  and  other  official 
documente  and  papers,  and  how  many  portfolios  of  draw- 
ings, were  destroyed  1  Please  sUte  the  number  of  each 
description  or  class  of  records,  documente,  and  papers.*' 

Answer.  There  were  168  volumes  of  records;  these 
are  particularly  described  in  schedule  A,  annexed;  and 
there  were  26  portfolios,  containing  9,000  drawings. 

8.  **  What  number  of  volumes  were  there  belonging  to 
the  library  of  the  office,  and  what  their  cost  or  value  1 
Please  furnish  a  schedule  of  them.  Can  they  be  re- 
placed 1" 

Answer,  The  number  of  volumes  in  the  library  were 
about  230,  and  cost  $1,000.  These  can  all  be  replaced.  For 
inventory,  see  schedule  B.  annexed. 

4.  *<  What  was  the  whole  number  of  models  destroyed, 
and  what  was  the  probable  expense  of  their  construction  ; 
that  of  the  most  expensive  and  valuable,  and  the  average 
of  all  V 

Answer.  The  whole  number  is  about  6,000  patented 
and  1,000  unpatented.  It  is  impossible  to  make  an  approxi- 
mate estimate  of  the  original  cost  of  these  models,  on  ac- 
count of  the  great  expense  patentees  have,  in  most  in- 
stances, incurred  in  constructing  and  reconstructing,  and 
making  various  experimente  and  alterations. 

6.  **  Were  there  any,  and  how  many,  new  unpatented 
models  in  the  office,  vrith  applications  for  patents,  on  which 
patente  had  not  l^en  issued  ? 

Answer.  There  were  250  which  had  been  received  un- 
der the  new  law,  of  which  about  100  would  have  been 
patented  and  150  rejected  for  want  of  novelty. 

6.  *'  Were  there  any  and  bow  many  patente  in  the  of- 
fice returned,  for  reissue,  under  the  13th  section  of  the 
patent  law,  on  which  reissues  had  not  been  made  V 

Answer.  Five  patente. 

7.  <*  What  other  efiecte  belonging  to  the  office  were  lost 
by  the  fire  1" 

Answer.  All  the  furniture,  model-cases,  stetionery,  and 
fuel,  per  schedule  C. 

8.  **  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  practicability  of  ob- 
taining &ithful  duplicates  of  the  more  valuable  and  interest- 
ing models  destroyed,  and  what  portion  of  those  lost  would 
be  necessary  or  desirable  to  exhibit  the  progress  and  rising 
gradations  of  mechanical  science  in  this  country,  or  be 
important  and  useful  in  faciliteting  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  imposed  by  law  upon  the  ofllcer  and  other  tribunals 
appointed  to  decide  the  various  questions  of  novelty  in  in- 
ventions 1" 

Answer.  A  faithful  duplicate  of  most  of  the  importent 
models  that  were  destroyed  can,  it  is  believed,  be  obtained. 
Three  thousand  models  of  select  and  valuable  Inventions 
would  go  far  to  restore  that  department  of  the  office  to  a 
condition  that  would  be  both  gratifying  and  useful. 

The  great  importance  of  a  set  of  models  that  exhibit  the 
gradual  progress  and  stete  of  the  useful  arte  is  self-evident. 
It  is  due  to  the  inventor  and  to  science.  Among  the  old  mod- 
els destroyed  many  were  not,  and  never  would  be,  practically 
useful ;  but,  notwithstanding  this,  it  is  importent  that 
some  of  them  should  be  restored.  They  exhibited  the  pro-  ' 
gross  of  inventions;  they  often  furnished  the  groundwork 
of  important  improvemente.  Fulton's  improvemento  on  the 
steamboat  is  a  strong  illustration.  His  improvemente  were 
based  upon  inventions  that  had  been  abandoned  as  utterly 
useless.  Models  are  also  useful  as  beacons  to  subsequent 
inventon.  Many  individuals  have  been  saved  yean  of 
labor  and  great  expense  by  a  few  minutes'  examination  in 
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the  Patent  Office.  But  another  great  benefit  of  these 
models  U  to  enable  the  office  to  decide  upon  the  novelty 
or  originality  of  inventions. 

Inventors  are  exceedingly  tenacious,  and  vyill  not  yield 
to  corrections  unless  furnished  with  substantial  testimony. 
The  models  are  important  to  applicants  when  examining 
the  probability  of  success  before  filing  their  papers  lor  a 
patent  Without  models,  no  information  can  be  had  ex- 
cept by  a  correspondence  extremely  onerous  and  expensive 
to  Government.  I  may  add,  that,  such  is  the  importance 
of  models  that,  without  a  sufficient  number  to  exhibit  a 
connected  series  of  inventions,  it  seems  utterly  impossible 
to  execute  the  duties  of  Commissioner  as  the  law  requires. 

*<  9.  What  would  be  the  average  expense  of  their  con- 
struction V* 

Answer.  The  average  expense  of  8^000  models  may  be 
estimated  at  from  30  to  40  dollars  each. 

10.  "Generally,  what  are  the  evils  apprehended  from 
the  loss  of  ihe  models  and  records,  and  what  remedy  does 
your  experience  in  the  office  and  knowledge  of  its  con- 
cerns suggest  as  practicable  and  apppropriate  V* 

Answer,  This  calamity,  so  sudden  and  extensive,  seems 
almost  to  justify  despair.  The  Patent  Office  had  been  re- 
organized, the  papers  and  models  clas;>ified  anew,  and  a 
library  partly  collected ;  all  is  gone,  and  not  a  vestige  re- 
mains. My  anxiety  to  save  the  records  and  drawings  in- 
duced me  to  make  several  efforts  to  force  my  way  through 
the  fire  to  reach  the  door  of  the  Patent  Office,  but  in  vain. 

For  a  short  time  I  doubted  what  could  be  done  to  repair 
the  loss.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  I  believe  personal  efibrt, 
aided  by  the  fostering  hand  of  Government,  can  do  much, 
and  that  the  remedy  will  be  coextensive  with  the  means 
used.  Permit  me  to  remark  that  few  persons  can  realize 
the  anxiety,  the  sufieriug  and  litigation,  that  may  arise  from 
this  calamity.  The  hopes  of  thousands  who  have  spent 
their  all  in  advancing  the  arts  of  our  country  depend  on 
the  continued  protection  of  the  patent  law. 

The  claims  of  the  patentees  are  great,  and  not  less  im- 
perious than  just.  Already  have  they4>aid  into  the  Treas- 
ury $160,000  over  and  above  all  expenses  attending  the 
Patent  Office  since  its  first  organization  ;  and  hence  it  can- 
not be  doubted  that  the  means  will  be  granted  to  restore, 
as  far  as  possible,  the  losses  now  sustained.  What,  then, 
can  be  done  1  The  evidence  that  U  loti  should  be  im- 
mediately  supplied.  The  number  of  patents  granted  are 
about  ten  thousand ;  most  of  these  can  be  obtained  and  re- 
corded again.  In  all  cases  where  duplicate  drawings  were 
furnished,  one  will  accompany  the  patent,  and  can  be 
copied.  The  deficiency  of  important  drawings  (if  lost  by 
the  patentee)  will  be  remedied  in  part  by  procuring  some 
of  the  numerous  copies  furnished  by  the  office,  during  the 
last  forty  years,  for  examination  or  litigation.  Besides^  the 
valuable  inventions  here  have  been,  some  of  them,  patented 
in  Europe,  and  are  found  in  foreign  journals.  The  journals 
of  our  own  country  contain  also  many  patents.  A  com- 
plete list  of  all  patents  issued  can  be  procured.  Interest 
will  compel  patentees  and  assignees  to  send  in  their  pateats 
for  record  in  cases  where  the  patent  has  not  expired,  and 
as  those  who  have  unexpired  patents  possess  many  ex- 
pired  ones,  upon  which  improvements  are  made,  it  is  be- 
lieved 6,000  patents  can  be  procured  without  much  delay. 
If  a  law  was  passed  requiring  patents  and  assignments, 
hereafter  introduced  as  evidence,  to  be  recorded  subeequent 
to  the  16th  December,  1636,  this  would  secure  a  ready 
record  of  unexpired  patents.  To  induce  patentees  to 
send  in  their  original  papers,  the  Government  muit  give 
assurance  that  the  same  shall  be  safely  kept  and  transcribed 
and  returned  without  delay.  To  inspire  this  confidence 
in  patentees,  I  have,  through  the  kindness  of  the  city 
authorities,  obtained  accommodations  in  the  city  hall,  where 
fire-proof  rooms  are  furnished  both  for  the  office  and 
models.     I  rejoice  to  say  no  danger  can  be  apprehend- 


•d  here  from  fin.  One  iDconvemence  compUbed  of  br 
patentees  is  the  trouble  and  ezpenai  of  tnttspoitiaftlMu 
models  from  distant  parts  of  the  eountry  to  WuhingiaB. 
To  obviate  this,  I  would  reapectfaUy  suggest  the  fst^n&mti 
of  receiving  the  models  at  certain  depots  in  saeh  8teu,  to 
be  forwarded  at  the  expense  of  the  Govenmsat.  If  im- 
emment  would  defray  this  expense  of  tiaDspoititioD,  m^ 
provide  the  meaaa  of  eonitnictiDg  aueh  as  an  ^uuAf^ 
solutely  necessary,  I  CmI  confident  a  men  conpleU  if  ai 
so  extensive  a  coUeetion  can,  within  a  fnr  jeii%  be  k 
again. 

Many  manufactureia  were,  prior  to  the  Isle  fire,  pup- 
ring  to  eend  to  the  new  Patent  Office  fidvies  ind  maaiik- 
tures  reeeivable  under  the  new  law,  and  for  which  noe » 
to  be  provided  in  the  new  boilding.  I  may  safsly  tdd,  iks 
aueh  is  the  gratification  of  manufiicluTers  sod  intntoaK 
the  faeililies  afforded  by  the  new  patent  law  for  t  diipiif 
of  their  ingenuity,  that  the  new  boUding^  with  wbil  aif 
be  replaced,  will  not  only  be  filled  immediate^)  b«  wid 
surpass  any  thing  of  the  kind  in  Europe.  This  cdioiitT. 
I  have  remarked,  can  be  chiefly  repaired  by  szertion;  d 
I  ardently  hope  that  Government  will  appropriate  the  \A 
aiice  due  the  patent  fund,  and  more,  if  neoesiaryi  ^^• 
complish  this  object.  The  number  of  recording  clob 
will  require  the  appointment  of  a  few  temporary  deiii  *i 
compare  the  records,  when  mode,  with  the  origioil.  Ac 
appropriation  will  be  immediately  needed  to  restcre  ^ 
loss.  If  this  appropriation  is  made,  patentees  vrill  be  siia- 
ulated  to  high  effort,  and  those  in  the  office  will  be  cbes- 
ed  in  their  struggle  with  surrounding  difficoliiee.  Aaip- 
peal,  if  necessary,  might  be  made  to  the  pride  of  ibeoittf^ 
American  inventors  have  proved  to  the  world  that  the  uts 
and  sciences  can  flourish  in  free  Govenimenti.  The  ot^ 
of  Fulton,  Whitney,  Whittemore,  and  many  olhen,  w» 
be  held  in  grateful  remembmnce ;  and  since  the  greatest  u- 
ventions,  however  useful  to  the  world,  have  been  of  litf' 
benefit  to  the  inventors  themselves,  it  is  doe  to  their  iDe» 
ory,  as  citizens,  to  exhibit  the  efforUthey  made  to  adrsoff 
the  arte.  Many  of  the  most  valuable  imprgvemeoti  is  h- 
bor-saving  machinery  have  been  copied  in  Europe  froattv 
United  States.  No  foreigner  withholds  his  sarpriee  it  i^ 
improvements  and  progress  of  the  arts,  as  exhibited  m  ut 
Patent  Office. 

Had  not  the  patentees  equitobly  a  surplus  ^^^^'^ 
If  OUT  country  was  oppressed  with  debt,  even  then  i  bw» 
grant  of  land,  or  its  equivalent  in  scrip,  would  ^^^ 
loss.  Can  there  be  an  American  citisen  to  object  to  m* 
equate  appropriation  for  this  high  purpose  ? 

11.  •«  What  alterations,  if  any,  has  yonrexpenewe* 
Commissioner  suggested  in  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Ja?> 
1836,  regulating  and  reorganizing  the  Patent  Office 

Antwer,  So  far  as  my  experience  extends,  J^>«*^?r 
to  say  that  the  patent  law  is  generally  approved,  and  big^ 
beneficial.  It  is  equally  advantageous  to  the  pob&c  vA^ 
patentee.  The  former  are  defended  firom  impoutioa,  ^^ 
the  latter  enjoy  higher  protection.  Before  the  l»te  » 
there  was  security  for  neither.  The  Patent  Office  «niyei- 
amined  names  and  dates,  and  granted  all  appUcatioaf  P^ 
sented  in  proper  form.  Of  course,  duplicates  and  W^ 
cates  were  issued  for  the  same  inventions.  The  ng^ 
parties  were  referred  to  the  legal  tribunals,  and  '^^*^ 
time  spurious  claims  were  selling  throughoQt  the  t 

The  traffic  in  spurious  patenU  vrill,  it  is  hoped,  w  5^ 
ly  lessened,  and  litigation,  with  her  attending  eviU,  ^ 
diminished.     Since  the  leorganiiation  of  the  Patent  w»« 
in  July,  there  have  been  presented  about  four  hnojjT^ 
plications ;  ninety-five  patents  only  havs  been  »?"*^' 
hundred  of  the  cases  had  not  been  examined.    ^T 
were  rejected,  others  were  returned  for  conectton  «» 
teration.  .  tj(^ 

From  past  examinations,  I  think  about  oMtbuuoi 
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ppUcationt  will  be  rejected,  and  three  fourths  of  those 
inally  granted  will  be  materially  altered,  in  consequence  of 
elng  found,  on  examination,  to  claim  more  than  is  origin- 
.1,  and  thus  come  in  coHision  with  the  rights  of  others. 
Hxty  caveats  have  been  entered,  and  the  nuffllier  will  in- 
rease  as  soon  as  the  law  is  more  generally  understood. 

A  doubt  was  entertained  by  the  Commissioner  of  Patents 
vhetber,  on  the  surrender  of  an  old  patent,  more  than  one 
lew  patent  could  be  reissued.  The  Attorney  Oeneral  has 
lecided  that  several  patents  may  be  granted  on  a  single 
latent  surrendered.  To  guard  against  any  inducement  to 
lefraud  the  revenue,  each  patent  granted,  (if  more  than 
»ne,)  on  a  surrender,  might  be  taxed  thirty  dollan. 

It  is  respectfully  suggested  whether  it  would  not  be  well 

0  authorise  the  repayment  to  foreigners  of  two  thirds  of 
be  patent  fee  required  of  them  when  a  patent  is  desired, 
isr  want  of  originality,  as  in  the  case  of  citizens. 

The  number  of  foreign  applications  is  increasing.  The 
lew  law  was  passed  the  last  day  of  the  session,  and  no 
>ther  appropriation  has  been  made  to  meet  the  expenses  of 
he  office,  except  the  general  provision  of  the  law  making 
he  patent  fund  chargeable  with  all  the  saisries  and  other 
'xpenses.  The  appropriation  under  the  old  law  could  not 
>e  drawn,  since  all  expenses  accruing  were  chargeable  to 
he  new  fund.  The  force  in  the  office  has  been  found  in- 
ufficient  to  keep  up  the  current  business.  I  apprehend  it 
vas  the  design  of  the  committee  who  reported  the  bill  to  in- 
rrease  the  force  in  the  office,  but  this  was  not  done ;  and 
vhile  the  duties  of  the  office  have  been  greatly  enlarged, 
K>  additional  help  has  been  allowed.  Permit  me  to  say 
hat  the  current  business  of  the  office  was,  with  some  extra 
issistance,  all  brought  up  at  the  time  of  the  fire,  with  the 
ixception  of  the  files  on  the  examiner's  desk,  and  that  the 
receipts  of  the  Patent  Office  since  July  have  exceeded,  by 
r,000  dollars,  all  expenses  since  that  period. 

I  would  respectfully  recommend  the  appointment  of  one 
idditional  clerk,  and,  also,  another  examiner.  This  office 
)f  examiner  is  a  responsible  station.  No  one  can  perform 
hese  duties  without  skill  and  experience.  The  duties  of 
examiner  must  be  great.  Each  api>lication  must  be  com* 
Jtred  with  caveats  on  file ;  with  pending  applications ;  with 
mtents,  modeU,  and  drawings,  expired  and  unexpired ;  and, 
ilso,  with  foreign  works  on  the  matter  of  inquiry.  All 
bis  must  be  done  to  ascertain  the  novelty  in  the  applica- 
ion.  After  this,  the  specifications,  drawmgs,  and  models, 
Bust  be  examined,  and  made  conformable  to  the  law.  Some 
specifications  are  very  intricate  and  lengthy.  A  specifica- 
tion was  nearly  completed,  when  the  fire  broke  out,  which 
contained  sixty  pages  of  parchment     In  a  late  petition  for 

1  patent  for  a  rotary  engine,  three  caveats  were  found  in- 
^rferences ;  and  each  caveat,  in  its  general  principle,  in- 
terfered with  patents  granted  in  this  country,  and  also  in 
Barope.  A  tedious  examination  was  necessary  to  deter- 
Dine  the  uovehy  and  priority.  In  this  examination,  many 
relumes  (some  in  foreign  languages)  were  referred  to,  and, 
lUhoagh  each  applicant  will  be  compelled  to  narrow  his 
:laim.<9,  yet  each  may  have  sufficient  merit  for  a  patent. 

It  is  certainly  desirable  that  the  examinations  should  be 
M>  carefully  made  as  to  ^ve  satisfaction  to  the  applicants 
md  to  the  public.  An  appeal  is  allowed  from  the  decision 
af  the  Commissioner ;  but  this  has  never  yet  been  claimed. 
Another  examiner  will  give  additional  satisfaction,  and 
^eater  despatch.  One  hundred  cases  remained  on  the  files 
>f  the  examiner  at  the  time  of  the  fire,  and  were  of  course 
consumed.  It  may  be  remarked  that,  if  the  duties  of  ex- 
aminer are  confined  to  a  single  individual,  his  sickness  or 
ibeence  must  suspend  the  operations  of  the  office. 

I  will  only  add,  this  is  certainly  the  favorable  moment  to 
make  an  effort  to  repair  the  loss.  Interest,  sympathy,  and 
patriotism,  will  unite.  Justice  demands  all  the  reparation 
that  can  be  made.  Government  has  received  from  industry 
and  ingenuity  their  choicest  tribute.     She  confided  the 


valuable  repository  to  a  place  of  little  security.  I  have 
mourned,  hi  common  with  others,  at  the  ruins ;  but  candor 
compels  me  to  say  that,  without  much  help,  I  can  do 
nothifig  to  repair  the  loss.  I  leave,  therefore,  with  the 
National  Legislature,  the  importunitiea  of  those  I  am  com* 
polled  to  hear,  but  which  I  have  not  the  power  to  reliev«. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  die. 

HENRY  L.  ELLSWORTH. 

Hon.  JoBir  Ruoolxs, 

Chtdrmant  4*<^.,  Senate, 

A. 
Seheduk  ofreearda  andpapen  bnmU  in  the  Patent  Qffioe, 

Sixty  volumes  records  of  specifications,  large  folio  books, 
from  500  to  600  pages. 

Seven  volumes  of  records  of  assignments. 

Six  volumes  entry  books  for  patents  issued. 

Thirty-three  volumes  of  letters  filed. 

Thirty-nine  volumes  of  letters  copied. 

All  pending  applications  for  patents,  as  near  as  can  be  as- 
certained, 600.    ■ 

About  9,000  original  specifications  in  files. 

One  caveat  book. 

One  book  of  pending  applications. 

One  note  bnok  of  examinattona. 

Five  claaaification  books* 

One  fee  book. 

One  leger. 

One  journal. 

One  day  book. 

One  check  book. 

Three  volumes  heads  of  patents. 

Four  volumes  list  of  models. 

One  volume  entries  under  new  law. 

Twenty-six  portfolios  for  drawings. 

B. 

Lut  of  books  in  the  Patent  Office  library  which  have  been 

destroyed. 

Dobaon's  Encyclopedia,     -            -  -  13  volumes. 

Repertory  of  Arts,              -            -  -  70  do 

Journal  of  the  Franklin  Institute,   -  -  S6  do 

Silliman's  Journal,            -            -  -  25  do 

Transactions  of  the  Society  of  Arts,  -  80  do 

Bourynee*s  Mechanics,      -            -  -  18  do 

Baine's  History  of  the  Cotton  Manufacture,  1  do 

Beira  Surgery,      -            -            -  -  4  do 

Cooper's  do.          -            -            -  -  2  do 

United  States  Dispensatory,            -  -  i  do 

Chaptal's  Chemistry,         -            -  -  4  do 

Berthotti  on  Dyeing,          -            -  -  2  do 
Magazine  of  Popular  Science^  from  eom- 

mencement,       -            -            -  -  7  do 

Railroad  Magazine,             -            -  -  12  do 

Dufief's  Dictionary,           -            ..  -  8  do 

Webster's    do.                  -            -  -  1  do 

Johnson's     do.                               -  -  1  do 

Mason's  Reports,  -            -             -  -  4  do 

Nicholson's  Dictionary  of  Architecture,  -  2  do 

Encyclopedia  Metropolitan,  Nos.  41  and  42,  2  do 

Nicholson's  Encyclopedia,  complete  set,  -  8  do 
The  Cultivator. 

Some  odd  numbers  of  Gill's  Technology. 
Ten  volumes  of  State  Papers. 

Estimated  value,      -  -  ^1,000  00 

C. 

An  estimate  of  the  loss  sustained  by  the  Patent  Office. 

7,000  models,  cost  not  estimated. 

9,000  drawings,     do         do 

Library     -  -  -  -  -       $1,000  00 
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Burning  of  the  Pott  Office  Building. 


Model-eaies          ....  $3,000  00 
Furniture,  including  ewes  for  papen,  sta- 
tionery, and  parchment              -            -  2,000  00 

Fuel 150  00 

Office  Malt  and  preee         ...  160  00 

Coft  of  record  books  and  portfolios              -  1,300  00 

D. 

BtHmaU  to  restore  the  lose  in  the  Patent  Office, 

3,000  models,  at  $33  33  average  •  -  $100,000  00 

From  5,000  to  6,000  drawings      -            -  38,000  00 

Record  books        ....  050  00 

Recording  patents  and  assignments            -  15,000  00 

Press  and  seal       -            -            -            -  150  00 

Desks,  book-esses,  and  other  office  furniture  3,000  00 


Total  estimate 


-  $156,100  00 


BURNING  OF  THE  POST  OFFICE  BUILDING. 

IV  SxiTATB  OF  TBI  UhITXD  StaTXS, 

March,  2,  1837. 

Mr,  Knight  made  thefoUowing  report : 

The  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  instruct- 
ing them  to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  the  destruction  by 
fire  of  the  building  in  which  was  the  General  Post  Office, 
the  City  Post  Office,  and  the  Patent  Office,  report : 
1*hat  the  committee  commenced  the  inquiry  by  address- 
ing letters  to  the  Postmaster  General,  the  City  Postmaster, 
and  the  Superintendent  of  the  Patent  Office,  from  each  of 
whom  answers  were  received,  and  are  hereunto  annexed. 
We  further  proceeded  by  examining  several  persons  who 
were  first  at  the  place  of  conflagration,  but  had  not  progressed 
far  before  it  was  ascertained  we  were  following  in  the  track 
of  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
that  all  the  persons  we  had  examined,  or  were  about  to  ex- 
amine, had  already  been  examined,  and  their  depositions 
taken,  by  the  committee  of  the  House.  And  believing  that 
no  information  would  be  elicited  which  would  not  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  Congress  through  that  committee,  we 
therefore  concluded  it  would  not  shed  any  light  on  the  sub- 
ject by  proceeding  further  with  the  examination  of  those 
persons.  But  to  suspend  the  investigation,  and  wait  the 
development  of  some  new  fiut  or  discovery  of  some  other 
penon  poeoessing  some  knowledge  or  information  of  the 
matter  referred  to  the  committee,  would  better  accomplish 
the  object  required  by  the  resolution.  But  no  such  devel- 
opment or  discovery  having  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
committee,  we  therefore  submit  the  statements  of  the  Post- 
master General,  the  City  Postmsster,  the  Superintendent 
of  the  Patent  Office,  and,  also,  of  the  honorable  Mr.  Ruggles, 
of  the  Senate,  James  Summers,  Samuel  Crown,  Henry 
Bishop,  sen.,  and  Cornelius  Cox,  as  containing  all  the  in- 
formation obtained  by  the  committee  concerning  the  object 
of  the  inquiry  aforesaid ;  all  of  which  are  appended  to  and 
make  a  part  of  this  report. 

The  committee  cannot  forbear  remarking  that  the  prac- 
tice of  placing  ashes  in  and  near  the  wood,  coal,  and  other 
combustibles  appertinent  to  the  public  offices,  cannot  be 
too  strongly  reprehended,  and  in  their  opinion  such  prac- 
tice should  be  discontinued  and  abolished. 


Post  Offxgk  Dbfabtmsitt, 

January  3,  1837. 

Sim :  In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  your 
letter  of  the  30th  ultimo,  I  proceed  to  give  you  all  the  in- 
formation in  my  possession  in  relation  to  the  late  destruc- 
tion of  the  Post  Office  building  by  fire. 

My  residence  is  on  the  east  side  of  Seventh  street,  nearly 


opposite  the  end  of  the  Poet  Office  building  IsteW  oeeopied 
by  the  Patent  Office  and  City  Post  Office,  ADdbatafiev 
rods  distant  I  left  the  Depmrtment  soon  after  dtrk ootbc 
evening  of  the  14th  ultimo,  and  retired  early  to  btd,  beig 
quite  indisposed.  Between  the  hoars  of  3  and  4  o*d«k 
on  the  morning  of  the  16th«  the  cry  of  fire  vru  bewl 
Still  being  very  unwell,  I  requested  one  of  m$  funilT  b 
look  out  sod  inform  me  where  the  fire  was,  sad  leemitk 
no  appearance  of  &n  was  visible,  either  from  the  carta 
west  windows  of  my  dwelling.  The  cry  of  fire  vu  re- 
peated at  intervals^  and  in  a  few  minutes  Mr.  Lurwb. 
a  clerk  in  the  Auditor's  ofi&DS,  rapped  at  mj  door,  ui 
suted  that  the  Post  Office  was  on  fire.  I  instantlj  left  aj 
bed,  and,  looking  out  a  front  window,  saw  no  ligiii  of  fin 
on  any  part  of  the  building,  the  east  end  betog  in  fsii 
view.  I  dressed,  and,  on  going  out,  observed  smolLe  is.- 
ing  from  the  eastern  door.  Passing  round  to  the  froct, ! 
observed  smoke  issuing  also  from  the  cracks  in  the  wii- 
dows  of  the  principal  room  of  the  City  Post  Office,  ltd 
perceived  a  light  over  the  front  door,  evidently  pradQ»j 
by  the  flame  within.  Not  observing  a  single  penoo,  iiJ 
having  no  means  to  extinguish  a  fire  so  much  edvaoceii  a 
the  combustible  matter  with  which  the  City  Post  Oic« 
was  filled,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  proceed  to  wt  ijm 
books  of  the  General  Post  Office.  I  entered  the  paMige  it 
the  west  end  of  the  building,  and  saw  a  light  orer  the  i^ 
which  separated  the  City  Poet  Office  from  the  pmiff/x 
the  Post  Office  Department,  through  the  cracks  of  vbki 
the  smoke  was  forcing  its  way.  I  found  Mr.  Reynolds)  i 
watchman,  in  the  passage,  and  Mr.  Baldwin,  t  cieii  a 
the  contract  office,  already  in  his  room,  preparing  ton- 
move  bis  books.  A  few  other  persons  soon  joined  as,  ss^ 
we  proceeded  to  remove  the  books  in  every  room  <m  *^ 
lower  floor,  after  which  an  accession  of  force  proueded  u 
secure  the  files  of  papers  and  the  furniture.  While  a- 
gaged  in  removing  the  books,  I  twice  observed  penou^* 
tempting  to  open  the  door  which  led  from  the  peffige  '^ 
the  City  Post  Office,  whom  I  requested  to  deust,  lestt^ 
smoke,  if  not  the  flame,  should  rush  in  upon  ue»  sod  p(^**' 
our  saving  the  books  and  papers.  On  their  expresiiflf  > 
belief  that  the  fire  could  be  extinguished,  I  told  tbeo  to  ^ 
to  the  front  or  end  door  of  the  City  Post  Office,  ''^^^ 
fire  was  much  more  accessible.  Some  of  them  sutai^ 
those  doors  were  fast,  and  inquired  whether  they  sbtw 
break  them  open.  I  answered  in  the  affirmstiTC,  aiv)  u? 
left  the  Department,  as  I  understood,  for  the  parp«e« 
breaking  open  the  doors,  and  making  an  atienpt  U)tf- 
tinguish  the  fire.  At  that  moment  no  light  eppeareJ  o« 
the  door,  the  fire  being  obscured  and  psrtiaUy  a)0lber4 
it  is  presumed,  by  a  dense  smoke.  t 

Having  seen  all  the  books  sent  out  of  the  first  st^rj 
went  up  into  the  second.  In  the  big  room  (m  <^)^ 
observed  Mr.  Suter,  principal  pay  clerk,  boflly  eopk'J* 
with  several  others,  in  carrying  out  the  books  of  the  Ai^ 
tor's  office.  I  passed  through  that  room  to  the  loo^ 
the  appointment  office,  which  adjoined  the  P>t^^^^ 
on  the  second  story,  and,  as  I  beUeved,  ssw  sll  the  bMi» 
of  that  office  sent  out.  ^^ 

In  the  passage  I  observed  Mr.  Ellsworth,  the  Cci^ 
sioner  of  Patents,  attempting  to  force  open  a  closed  mw 
or  door  leading  from  the  second  floor  of  the  ^^^^/^ 
Office  into  the  passage  of  the  Patent  Office.    ^PPr^ 
ing  that  the  amoke,  if  not  the  fire,  would  '^'^'"/"^ 
sible  to  enter  the  passage  of  the  Patent  Office,  and  tna<  ^ 
only  effect  of  opening  that  avenue  would  be  to  f  u*   '^ 
our  exertions  to  save  the  contents  of  the  Generel  r* 
fice,  I  so  intimated  to  Mr.  Ellsworth.    Instantly  rtf^ 
however,  that  he  must  feel  it  hu  duty  to  nee  «ii  P<^ 
means  to  save  the  books  of  his  own  oflke,  I  ^^^^^^^ 
him  to  renew  my  exertions.     There  were  ecuttles  tJiro^ 
the  floor  at  the  end  of  the  passages  in  the  ^^ 
Office,  next  to  the  Patent  Office  and  the  City  Port  y*« 
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hrougfa  which  the  smoks  was  rapidly  ucanding  from  the 
loor  of  the  City  Poet  Office,  and  I  expected  every  instant 
o  aee  it  followed  by  flemec.  If  Mr.  Ellsworth  had  effected 
in  entrance  there,  it  would  have  been  at  the  imminent  has- 
lid  of  his  life,  as  bis  retreat  was  liable  every  moment  to  be 
:at  off.  I  met  with  him  again  in  the  building,  when  he 
old  me  he  could  not  even  find  a  ladder  by  which  he  might 
tutor  the  windows  of  the  second  story  and  save  his  books. 

On  toming  from  Mr.  Ellsworth  the  first  time,  I  met  Mr. 
Sliot,  the  chief  examiner,  who  told  me  the  doora  in  the 
bird  story  were  locked,  and  inquired  whether  he  should 
>roak  them.  I  answered  in  the  affirmative,  and  followed 
lioi  back  through  the  big  room  and  up  into  the  third  atoiy, 
vhere  I  saw  him  and  another  gentleman  fmcing  the  doors 
>f  the  rooms. 

Having  observed,  from  the  illumination  of  the  street  in 
ront,  that  the  flames  had  burst  out,  it  now  occurred  to  me 
hat  my  family  might  not  be  safe,  as  the  vrind  might  drive 
he  flames  in  the  direction  of  my  dwelling-house,  which, 
hough  covered  with  slate,  was  connected  with  a  porch, 
md  was  near  other  buildings  not  so  secured.  I  found  the 
(treet  in  front  of  the  General  Post  Office  abandoned,  and 
he  heat  so  intense  that  I  conkl  scarcely  pass  on  the  oppo- 
dte  side.  The  flames  were  pouring  in  torrents  out  of  the 
ivindowa  of  the  City  Post  OfBce  and  of  the  Patent  Office,  and 
were  just  bursting  from  the  roof  above.  There  was  a  gen- 
ie wind  from  a  southwesterly  direction,  which  diove  the 
nnoke  and  burning  cinders  immediately  over  my  dwelling- 
loose  and  those  in  the  vicinity.  The  flaming  cinders  had 
dreedy  alighted  in  several  places  on  the  shingle  rools  of 
he  opposite  houses,  and  I  gave  up  for  lost  the  entire  blocks 
m  both  sides  of  Seventh  street  in  the  rear  of  the  Post  Of- 
ice.  I  sent  my  wife  and  diildren  to  a  place  of  safety, 
{ave  instructions  to  the  servants,  and  leaving  the  house  in 
:harge  of  a  few  kind  friends  who  volunteered  to  guard  it, 
vent  oat  through  a  shower  of  fire,  and  returned  by  F 
(treet  to  the  General  Pest  Office.  I  again  ascended  to  the 
bird  story,  apprehending  that  there  were  books  and  pa- 
)ers  in  that  quarter  not  yet  removed,  but  found  the  passage 
mtirely  abandoned,  and  so  full  of  dense  smoke^  that  it 
M>uld  scarcely  be  entered  without  suffocation.  Here  ended 
ny  own  eflbrts  to  rescue  any  thing  from  the  building.  The 
lames  were  then  making  fearfiU  progress  in  the  lower 
Mssage,  and  had  spread  through  most  of  the  roof. 

Paedng  around  to  give  such  directions  aa  seemed  to  be 
eqoiied  in  relation  to  the  guarding  and  pressrvation  of  the 
XK>ke,  pepen,  and  furniture,  which  appeared  in  various  di- 
ections  upon  the  side  pavementi  and  itreetn^  I  retamed  to 
ay  dwelling,  which  I  found  free  from  danger,  the  vrind 
laving  ▼cered  to  the  south,  so  that  the  dnden  were  fell- 
ng  ttpon  the  open  lot  and  upon  the  back  parts  of  the 
louees  and  on  the  out-houses  upon  the  west  side  of '8ev- 
ittth  streety^which  were  well  protected  by  the  vigilance  of 
heir  ownera  and  occupants,  aided  by  a  few  of  tbe  citizens. 

Early  in  the  morning  I  caused  aU  the  books  and  papen 
fvhich  were  lying  in  (Hies  or  scattered  about  the  streeti  to 
w  conveyed  to  my  house  and  deposited  in  the  parlon. 
The  furniture  I  directed  to  be  collected  in  an  open  lot,  and 
i  guard  set  over  it,  which  was  done. 

Of  the  cause  of  the  fire,  or  the  particular  spot  where  it 
>Tiginated,  I  know  nothing.  I  observed  neither  fire  nor 
imoke  about  the  basement  of  the  Ci^  Post  Office ;  but, 
laving  first  discovered  it  above,  it  was  natural  that  I  riiould 
lot  look  for  it  below.  From  tlie  statements  of  the  watch- 
nan  who  was  on  duty  in  the  General  Post  Oflke,  of  the 
clerks  of  the  City  Post  Office,  and  of  other  persons  who 
nade  their  observations  ten  or  fifleen  minutes  before  I  did, 
ny  conviction  is,  that  it  originated  in  the  basement,  di- 
■ectty  under  the  principal  room  of  the  City  Post  Office, 
ind,  when  I  first  came  out,  had  burnt  through  the  fioor. 
Ko  fires  were  kept  in  the  basement  of  tbe  City  Post  Of- 
ice,  and  although  it  is  ascertained  that  ashes  were  some- 
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tiroes  deposited  there  in  a  box  on  the  cellar  fioor,  no  ctr* 
cum»tance  has  come  to  my  knowledge  making  it  probable 
that  the  Are  originated  from  them.  Nor  do  I  know  any 
circumstance  tending  to  show  that  it  was  the  work  of  an 
incendiary,  other  than  the  fact  that  those  rooms  contain* 
ing  fuel  were  accessible  from  the  street,  and  the  absence 
of  any  other  known  cause. 

One  of  the  watchmen  of  the  General  Post  Office,  then 
on  duty  in  the  lower  passage,  reports  to  me  that  he  was 
first  alarmed  by  the  smell  of  smoke,  as  if  from  smothered 
fire,  and,  after  examining  sundry  rooms  in  the  General 
Post  Office,  discovered  that  the  smoke  came  up  through 
the  cracks  of  a  trap-door  in  the  passage,  close  to  the  door 
of  the  City  Post  Office.  Attempting  to  deecend  into  the 
basement  of  the  General  Post  Office,  hb  candle  was  extin- 
guished by  a  current  of  air  mingled  with  smoke,  when  he 
gave  the  alarm  by  thumping  at  the  door  of  the  Ci^  Post 
Office,  and  crying  fire  in  the  streets. 

If  there  be  any  other  point  on  which  information  is  de- 
sired by  your  committee,  I  diall  be  happy  to  give  it  as  far 
as  it  is  in  my  power. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

AMOS  KENDALL. 

Hon.  JoHir  M.  Roaivsoir, 

Chairman  Com.  F.  0,  and  P.  it.,  Senate. 


CiTT  Post  Omcx, 
Washington,  D.  C,  Dee.  SI,  1886.    ^ 

Sia:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  advising  me  that  the  committee  of  the  Senate 
charged  with  an  inquiry  into  the  cauees  of  the  late  confla- 
gration of  the  Post  Office  building  would  be  gratified  to  re- 
ceive from  me  any  information  on  the  subject  which  might 
tend  to  promote  the  investigation  as  directed  by  the  Senate. 

Of  my  own  personal  observation  I  know  but  little.  I 
led  the  office  between^?  and  8  o'clock  the  evening  before, 
enjoining  upon  the  clerks,  as  was  my  habit  ever  since  I 
have  been  charged  with  tbe  office,  to  be  careful  with  the 
lights  and  fires.  On  the  first  alarm  in  the  momjog  I  re- 
paired to  the  office;  perceived  a  dense  smoke  issuing  from 
the  eastern  part  of  the  building,  but  saw  no  light  or  fire. 
My  first  effort  was  to  collect  the  clerks,  with  tbe  view  of 
entering  the  office  to  save  the  letters,  6Le.  One  of  them 
(Mr.  Kennedy^  at  length  appeared,  and  admonished  me 
not  to  make  the  attempt,  assuring  me  that  it  would  prove 
fatal.  I  peraisted,  notwithstanding,  bat  was  restrained  by 
him  and  otben,  all  of  whom  represented  it  as  impractica- 
ble, and  that  repeated  attempts  had  been  made  in  vain, 
when  there  was  less  danger.  This  brief  statement  com- 
prises all  die  information  on  the  subject,  not  derived  from 
othen,  that  I  possess. 

A:»  to  what  I  have  heard  in  relation  to  it,  I  presume 
the  committee  would  prefer  to  learn  it  from  the  sources  from 
which  I  derived  it.  I  would  therefore  respectfully  refer 
them  to  B.  L.  Bogan,  Christopher  Lansdale^  Cornelius 
Cox,  Samuel  Crown,  and  James  Summers^the  first  two 
of  whom  lefl  the  office  at  half  past  2  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  fire,  leaving  the  other  three  in  charge  of  the  of- 
fice ;  to  James  A.  Kennedy,  a  clerk  in  my  office,  John  P. 
Callan,  M.  Callan,  John  Suter,  Jacob  Gideon,  jun., 
George  8.  Gideon,  Samuel  P.  Walker,  Dr.  Alexander 
Davis,  John  C.  Rives,  Roberts.  Patterson,  James  Lauren- 
son,  Thomas  Donoho,  and  Lambert  Tree-^all  of  whom, 
living  near,  were  early  at  the  fire. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
iervant,  W.  JONES,  Poetmaater. 

Hon.  JoBK  M.  RoBivsoir,  Chairman,  4rc. 

Patxht  Ofricx,  December  31,  1836. 

Sim:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
yours  of  the  80th  instant,  and,  in  obedience  to  the  instruo- 
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tioa  of  the  Committee  on  the  Poet  Office  and  Poet  Roads, 
beg  leave  respectfully  to  state,  that  the  section  of  the  Post 
Office  building  assigned  to  the  Patent  Office,  and  under  my 
official  charge,  comprised  the  second  and  third  stories  of 
the  eastern  part  of  said  building,  immediately  over  the  City 
Post  Office. 

I  reached  the  Patent  Office  at  a  very  early  period  of  the 
recent  conflagration,  (about  4  o'clock,  A.  M.,)  and  made 
every  personal  effort  to  enter  the  office,  but  in  vain.  The 
same  causes  which  prevented  those  who  slept  directly  un- 
der it,  in  the  City  Post  Office,  rendered  it  impossible  for  me 
to  enter,  or  to  save  any  portion  of  public  property  under 
my  charge. 

I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  suggest  to  the  honorable  com- 
mittee the  names  of  honorable  Mr.  Ruggles  of  the  Senate, 
Dr.  T.  P.  Jones,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steiger,  and  Henry  Bish- 
op, as  persons  who,  either  living  directly  opposite  the  Post 
Office  building,  or  very  early  present  at  the  conflagration, 
may  perhaps  be  able  to  communicate  some  useful  informa- 
tion to  the  honorable  committee  in  regard  to  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

HENRY  L.  ELLSWORTH. 

Hon.  JoH?r  M.  Robinson, 

Chairman  Com,  P,  O.  and  P,  R,  of  the  Senate. 


Testimony  of  Mr.  Ellsworth. 

I  was  awoke  by  Mr.  Steiger  a  few  minutes  before  4 
o*clock,  on  the  li^th  December,  and  arrived  at  the  fire  a 
few  minutes  afler  four.  My  first  examination  was  to  as- 
certain the  place  of  the  fire,  with  the  hope  of  extinguishing 
it.  The  City  Post  Office  was  in  flames,  visible  through 
window,  and  no  one  could  enter  it. 

I  went  around  the  whole  building,  and  looked  into  the 
cellars  as  far  as  I  could,  but  no  fire  was  seen  in  any  of 
them.  I  made  an  efibrt  to  reach  the  Patent  Office  by  the 
usual  door  on  the  east  side,  but  the  smoke  prevented  me. 
I  then  made  an  effort  to  get  into  the  Patent  Office  through 
the  third  story,  as  there  was  a  window  connecting  the 
General  Post  Office  and  the  Patent  Office,  through  which 
window  wood  was  passed  into  the  Patent  Office.  Previous 
to  my  attempting  to  get  into  the  Patent  Office  this  way,  one 
of  the  clerks  had  broken  through  an  inner  door  of  the  City 
Post  Office,  and  the  smoke  ascended  so  fast  that  I  could  not 
succeed  in  my  object,  although  .Mr.  Steiger,  Mr.  Bishop,  and 
myself,  took  up  the  carpet  in  Mr.  Johnson's  room  to  lay 
over  the  aperture  through  which  the  smoke  ascended. 

I  abandoned  any  further  eflfort  to  save  the  Patent  Office 
papers  from  the  inside  of  the  building,  and  next  tried  to 
get  a  ladder  to  enter  the  window  on  the  north  side  of  the 
building,  but  no  ladder  could  be  obtained. 

I  ought  to  remark  that,  while  examining  as  to  the  place 
of  the  fire,  I  met  Mr.  Kyle,  superintendent  of  the  building, 
and  asked  him  if  he  knew  m  here  the  fire  was.  He  said  he 
had  been  into  the  cellar,  and  passed  along  the  passage  until 
he  came  under  the  City  Post  Office,  and  that  he  saw  fire 
dropping  down  upon  the  floor  above  on  to  the  ground,  and 
that  there  was  nothing  on  the  ground  to  bum — the  fire 
came  from  above — he  passed  the  cellar  in  which  the  Pat- 
ent Office  wood  is  kept,  but  did  not  say  he  saw  any  fire 
there. 

Afler  I  had  been  at  the  fire,  as  nearly  as  I  can  recollect, 
about  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes,  I  saw  Doctor  Jones  (of 
the  City  Post  Office)  earnestly  calling  for  his  clerks.  He 
inquired  of  me  if  my  messenger  was  there — he  wanted  to 
«ak  him  where  and  when  he  put  ashes  in  the  cellar.  I 
called  Mr.  Bishop,  who  was  near  by.  He  then  told  Doc- 
tor Jones,  in  my  presence,  that  he  had  just  been  into  the 
cellar  in  which  the  Patent  Office  kept  their  wood  and  ashes, 
and  there  was  no  fire  in  the  cellar ;  and  further  said,  that 
if  either  Doctor  Jones  or  myself  would  go  into  the  cellar, 


he  would  go  in  with  ub»  and  we  could  satbfy  outkIto. 
We  were  then  ftU  standing  veiy  near  the  eelUr  wiodovi 
opening  into  the  room  where  the  Patent  Ofllce  wood  sod 
ashes  were  kept.  Not  the  least  ray  of  light  was  diicoffri- 
ble  in  the  cellar  at  that  time.  If  not  improper,  I  will  aid 
that,  from  my  knowledge  of  the  building,  it  seemiiil^^ 
impoBtible  that,  if  the  building  was  safe  at  three  o'dadE, 
when  the  mail  was  delivered,  the  City  Post  Ofiioeeouldait 
be  in  such  a  general  conflftgration  at  half  past  three,  bj  tk 
ignition  of  adies  in  the  cellar.  The  hooorable  Mr.  Bog- 
gleawas  among  the  first  at  the  firo,  and  opeoed  thednr 
leading  into  the  City  Post  Office,  and  can  describe  the  lit* 
uadon  of  the  fire.  HENRY  L.  ELL8W0RTH. 


Senate  Chavbib,  January  22, 1837. 

Sib  :  In  compliance  with  your  request  to  faniib  jca 
with  a  statement  of  what  knowledge  I  have  rcfipscUDgikt 
conflagration  of  the  Post  Oflke  and  Patent  Office  boiidio| 
on  the  fifteenth  of  December,  I  enclose  a  copj  of  nytett- 
mony,  as  taken  down  by  the  committee  of  tlw  Hook  in 
their  investigation  of  the  same  subject,  furnished  to  ate  N 
the  clerk  of  that  committee.  It  saves  me  the  trouble  (^ 
writing  it  out  again. 

In  addition  to  that  I  will  state  two  or  three  dreonwtaDai 
which  have  fallen  under  my  observation.  A  few  yem 
since  I  was  in  the  clerk's  office  in  Lincoln  eoontj,  Maioe, 
where  all  the  records  of  deeda  and  probate  and  ceoit  m* 
ords  for  the  county  were  kept.  It  was  in  the  Bpring,  u^ 
a  man  was  removing  a  stove  which  had,  daring  the  wiB- 
ter,  lieen  standing  in  the  middle  of  the  room.  l\^ 
about  10  or  12  inches  firom  the  floor,  with  about  tvo  incbei 
of  sand  under  it,  retained  within  elects,  to  protect  the  Smt 
from  the  heat  of  the  stove.  On  the  sand  being  icmoveid,  I 
obser^'ed  the  floor  to  have  been  burned  and  charred  io  ^ 
places  directly  under  the  stove,  each  place  as  bigc  v  ^1 
two  hands.  I  broke  up  and  removed  the  chirred  ^ 
easily  with  my  finger.  The  under  floor  board  w«s^ 
little  discolored,  not  charred.  The  floor  bad  been  igoivd 
and  gone  out  of  itself,  r.ot  finding  in  its  progreei  tfiy  ^' 
rent  of  air  to  feed  or  blow  it  into  a  flame. 

Another  case  in  my  neighboifaood  was  where  acw 
siove  stood  about  a  foot  from  the  plastered  ceiliB|.  1^ 
laths  took  fire  on  the  other  side  of  the  plasteiing>  uul^ 
house  came  near  burning  down.  It  is  not  probefak  tbit 
the  ceiling  was  at  any  time  made  so  warm  hj  tbe^ 
that  one  could  not  bear  his  hand  npon  it  Aoother  att' 
lar  instance  ocenrred  in  the  same  place  in  a  jewetter'iwf. 
the  stove  standing  8  or  10  inches  from  the  ceiHsg.  ^^ 
in  a  few  rods  of  these  a  fire  broke  out  on  Sundiy  «W| 
noon,  in  a  store  in  which  there  had  been  bo  fin^^*! 
hours.  It  proved  to  have  taken  in  the  beam  on  vhidi  tat 
chamber  fireplace  rested.  The  hearth  on  the  be»ni« 
composed  of  three  thicknesses  of  brick.  I  hew  beo'^j 
formed  of  two  other  like  instances  in  the  vicinity  ^^ ' 
live.  In  each  of  these  cases  the  heat  of  the  fire  was  vbf^ 
ly  insufficient  to  produce  immediate  combustion.  It  ^ 
only  by  the  long  and  uniform  conimunicatioD  of  it  t*)  "^ 
combustible  material,  through  the  medium  of  a  slow  0^ 
ductor,  excluding  the  external  air.  that  ignition  tookp»f. 
Under  such  circumstances,  caloric  acts  slowly  and  cW"' 
eally  upon  the  fibre  of  Uie  wood,  producing  a  lal^^  ^' 
tion,  which  gradually  proceeds  until  the  supply  of  ci^ 
ceases,  when  its  progress  is  stopped ;  or  until  it  oeeti  vue 
a  gentle  current  of  air  coming  in  through  some  cif»wf' 
which  feeds  and  fans  it  into  a  flame.  There  is  t  cejtf 
combination  of  circumstances  which  will  always  prodBCf 


this  eflect  The  principal  circumstances  ««  *<^  ^  ^"J 
mentioned — a  uniform  supply  of  caloric  psssiog  ^"!'!^  l^ 
slowly  and  steadily  conducting  medium  in  contact  ww 


wood,  excluding  ie  external  air,  and  continued  for* **** 
siderable  length  of  time. 
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Burning  of  the  Post  Office  Building, 


[24th  Coire.  2d  Ssst. 


The  stove  in  the  City  Port  Office,  I  undentand,  stood 
upon  a  pavement  of  brick  of  a  single  thickness,  resting  on 
the  floor,  perhaps  filled  in  between  with  inortor  or  sand. 
Were  or  were  not  the  circamstances  here  combined  pre- 
cisely those  which  are  shown  to  be  sufficient  to  produce 
latent  ig^nition  1  A  crevice  in  the  floor  would  supply  the 
other  circumstance  necessary  to  produce  open  combustion. 
Had  there  been  nothing  on  the  floor,  there  would  have  been 
much  leas  danger ;  indeed,  none,  except  from  coals  falling 
Dn  the  floor.  Sheet-iron  or  other  metallic  plate  is  a  much 
lafer  material  on  which  to  place  a  stove,  than  brick,  mor- 
tar,  or  sand. 

I  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  RUGGLES. 

Hon.  JoBir  M.  RoBiXB03r, 
ChcUrman  Com,  of  the  Senate  on  Post  Office,  ^e. 

In  corroboration  of  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Ruggles,  he  re- 
qoests  the  following  statement,  in  regftid  to  the  recent  fire 
in  the  Bank  of  England,  may  be  hereto  annexed. 

ProieetUm  of  the  Bank  of  England  against  fire. 
The  recent  fire  in  the  printing  department  within  the 
Bank  of  England,  and  the  vast  importance  of  their  being 
&  full  assurance  of  safety  for  the  enormous  amount  of  secu- 
rities and  moneys  deposited  in  this  national  establishment, 
nay  render  the  following  account  of  the  means  of  protec- 
ion  ag^ins!  any  accident  from  fire,  which  the  bank  pos- 
sesses within  itself,  interesting  to  the  public  generally. 

In  the  first  place,  the  entire  building  is  erected  in  a  man- 
ner cautiously  designed  to  prevent  the  spread  of  fire.  In 
svery  department  are  strong  rooms  for  the  nightly  lodging 
of  tMoka,  moneys,  and  securities,  and  closets  within  these 
roomsy  which,  together  with  the  rooms  themselves,  are 
ieemed  to  be  perfectly  fire-proof,  There  is  a  nightly 
^uard  of  32  soldiers  sent  from  the  tower,  who  have  each 
lis  assigned  post  within  the  building.  There  are,  besides, 
I  number  of  the  porters,  of  the  principal  clerks,  and  of 
ither  officers  of  the  establishment,  constantly  resident  with- 
n  the  wails  of  the  building.  A  nightly  watch  of  the  con- 
idential  officers  of  the  bank,  who  take  turns  in  rotation,  is 
igidly  required.  A  general  survey  of  every  department 
md  office  of  the  building  is  made  by  those  gentlemen,  who 
ire  on  duty  thrice  in  the  course  of  every  night,  namely,  at 
en  o'clock,  at  midnight,  and  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
n^.  Occasional  surveys  of  the  more  important  apart- 
nents  are  made  in  the  intervals  between  these  stated  times, 
)f  more  or  less  extent,  according  to  circumstances,  and 
he  degree  of  vigilance  of  the  gentlemen  whose  turn  it  is 

0  keep  watch.  It  was  to  this  wise  precaution  that  the 
imely  discovery  of  the  recent  fire  is  attributed. 

Inhere  are  seven  very  excellent  fire-engines  kept  within 
.he  bank,  which  are  raondily  inspected  by  the  maker,  and 
here  is  in  every  department  a  good  supply  of  fire-buckets, 
n  each  of  the  yards  of  the  bank  are  capacious  tanks,  ju- 
liciously  pLiced,  and  kept  constantly  filled  with  water. 
Phe  only  deficiencies  seem  to  be  the  not  having  two  or 
hree  resident  porters  practically  acquainted  with  the  man- 

1  gem  en  t  of  engines,  and  the  want  of  pickaxes,  saws,  and 
trovv'bars,  to  tear  up  timbers,  floorings,  or  partitions, 
vhich  might  catch  fire. 

Of  the  cause  of  the  late  fire,  upon  a  careful  resurvey, 
lo  doubt  could  exist.  The  aperture  cot  through  the 
looring  by  the  workmen,  and  which  was  supposed  by  the 
lerk  of  the  works  to  have  caused  the  fire,  by  the  fall  of 
ome  accidental  spark,  was  found  to  be  wholly  untouched 
>y  fire,  so  that  no  doubt  can  exist  but  the  iron  hearth  had, 
or  many  days  past,  been  allowed,  by  the  accumulation  of 
luming  cinders,  to  become  thoroughly  *<  saturated  with 
teat ;"  and  iron  being  a  powerful  retainer  and  conductor 
>f  heat,  the  strong  beam  that  passed  under  the  hearth,  end 
he  ends  of  the  girders  which  rested  thereon,  were  gradual- 
y  undergoing  a  process  decay,  from  the  constant  action  of 


I  heat,  till  at  last  they  burst  into  a  state  of  combustion, 
properly  within  the  bank  is  wholly  uninsured. 


The 


Tealimony  of  the  Hon.  John  Buggies,  Senator  in  Con- 
gr€38,  December  3U,  1836. 

I,  John  Ruggles,  having  been  duly  sworn,  testify  as  fol- 
lows- 

I  board  at  Mrs.  Carlisle's,  at  the  corner  of  Pennsylvania 
avenue  and  Seventh  street,  and  was  awakened  by  the  cry 
of  **  fire  at  the  Post  Office.''     I  went  as  soon  as  possible 
to  that  building,  and  found,  perhaps,  half  a  dozen  perrons 
standing  about  it.     Observing  the  eastern  door  open,  I  en* 
tered  it  and  attempted  to  enter  the  letter-room  of  the  city 
office,  one  leaf  of  the  inner  door  being  open  about  eight 
inches.    In  opening  it,  and  attempting  to  enter,  I  found  the 
heat  so  intense  that  I  could  not,  and  my  hair  and  eye- brows 
were  scorched.     Standing  at  the  door,  and  stooping  so  as 
to  look  under  the  smoke,  I  saw  the  fire  burning  about  20 
feet  from  me,  it  might  have  been  more,  in  an  obilque  direc- 
tion to  my  left.     There  was  a  hole  through  the  floor  about 
the  size  of  a  small  centre  table.     I  saw  it  burning  round 
the  edges  of  the  hole  distinctly,  and  some  firs  blazing  up 
through  the  hole.     I  noticed  no  object  about  the  fire.     It 
is  my  impreraion  that  I  met  a  person  at  the  door  passing 
ont  from  the  letter  room  with  a  bucket ;  and  while  in  the 
door  I  had  an  impression  that  water  bad  been  thrown  to< 
ward  the  fire,  but  did  not  reach  it,  and,  from  the  distance, 
that  it  would  be  impossible  to  reach  it  without  an  engine. 
I  made  several  ineffectual  attempts  to  close  the  door  to 
smother  the  fire  until  an  engine  could  be  procured,  but 
could  not,  by  reason  of  some  obstacle  which  I  did  not  then 
perceive.     I  went  and  made  inquiries  where  water  could 
be  found,  and  was  told  there  was  a  pump  across  the  street 
a  little  above.     I  made  some  attempt  to  form  a  line  from 
the  pump  to  the  office ;  there  were,  however,  but  few  per- 
sons present,  perhaps  ten  or  a  dozen  ;  but  I  supposed  the 
number  would  be  increasing  rapidly.     I  then  directed  my 
attention  to  the  procuring  of  an  engine.     Two  or  three  per- 
sons were  endeavoring  to  get  the  engine  near  by  from  the 
engine-bouse  into  the   street.     I  assisted  in  drawing  it 
to  the  pump.     Two  or  three  persons  employed  themselves 
in  endeavoring  to  put  it  into  working  order,  and  in  un- 
winding and  drawing  out  the  hose.     After  some  time  it 
was  announced  that  it  was  not  in   a  condition   to  be 
used.      I   then  passed   to   the  south   front  door  of   the 
City  Post  Office,   and   found  some  person  endeavoring 
to  force  it  with    an    sxe.      This  was  ten    or    fifteen 
minutes  after  I  first  arrived  at  the  building,  and  the  dense 
smoks  was  issuing  through  the  Ictter-hole  in  that  door.     I 
earnestly  entreated  them  not  to  break  the  door  down  until 
water  could  be  procured,  as  it  would  serve  to  feed  the  flame 
and  increase  the  rapidity  of  its  progress.     They  very  reluc- 
tantly desisted.     Some  time  after  an  engine  was  brought 
in  front  of  the  City  Post  Office,  about  which  time  a  window 
of  tbr  City  Post  Office,  I  believe  the  second  east  of  the  door, 
was  broken  in,  a  volume  of  dense  smoke  first  issued,  and 
instantly  afterwards  a  very  brilliant  fiame.     After  the  flams 
had  been  issuing  a  short  time,  an  engine  played  into  the 
window,  and  the  flames  which  issued  from  the  window 
were  extinguished  instantly;  but  the  water  was  soon  ex- 
hausted, the  hose  having  become  separated  which  con- 
nected  with  the  hydraulion  at  the  pump  which  supplied  the 
engine  before  ihe  building.     The  flames  soon  after  burst 
out  anew.     After  some  time,  the  hose  was  again  connect- 
ed, but  there  appeared  to  be  a  scanty  supply  of  water,  and 
the  action  of  the  engine  was  too  feeble  to  throw  the  water 
with  any  effective  power  into  the  building. 

After  the  fire,  Mr.  Cox,  a  clerk  in  the  City  Post  Office, 
described  to  me  the  location  of  the  large  stove  in  the  letter- 
room,  which  corresponded  very  neariy  with  the  location  of 
the  fire,  as  I  saw  it. 
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At  Bnj  time  within  16  or  20  minutM  after  I  arrived  at 
the  building,  an  engine  in  order,  with  an  efficient  compa- 
ny, and  a  pnpply  of  water,  wuald,  in  my  opinion,  have 
•ztingoiahed  the  fire  with  but  little  difficulty.  I  did  not 
notice  any  tmoke  iMuing  from  under  the  platform  of  the 
east  door  when  I  first  arrived  at  the  building ;  there  might 
have  been  without  my  perceiving  it.  Some  ten  minutee 
after  I  arrived,  I  looked  along  at  the  basement  windows  in 
front  of  the  building,  as  frr  as  the  City  Post  Ofiioe  door,  and 
along  the  eastern  end  of  Seventh  stiect,  and  under  the 
platform  of  the  east  door,  in  order  to  see  if  there  was  any 
flra  in  the  etlbr.  I  saw  none,  and  did  not  notice  smoke 
at  any  of  them.  I  lodced  at  the  windows  at  a  little  die- 
tanct,  and  it  wu  so  dark  that  I  was  unable  to  see  whether 
the  windows  were  or  were  not  closed  by  shutters. 

JOHN  RUGGLES. 


Statement  of  Jamee  Summeri. 

I  have  been  called  the  "  watchman"  of  the  City  Post  Of- 
fice, but  ^  labor  I  had  to  perform  differing  materially 
from  that  of  watchman,  it  may  be  necessary  to  explain  that 
my  duties,  through  the  fore  part  of  the  night,  were  to  as- 
sist in  preparing  the  mails  for  delivery ;  that,  upon  closing 
the  east  door,  which  was  usually  done  about  10  o'clock, 
P.  M.,  I  was  at  liberty  to  retire  to  rest ;  but  the  arrival  of 
several  heavy  mails  after  that  hour  being  calculated  to  dis- 
tnrb  my  repose,  I  but  seldom  retired  before  midnight.  The 
duties  of  receiving  and  delivering  all  the  mails  that  came  in 
or  left  the  office  during  the  night  devolved  also  upon  me. 
Thus  was  I  employed  until  about  five  or  nz  months  prece- 
ding the  fire,  when  I  was  required  to  leave  the  labors  of  the 
office,  and  to  aelect  such  a  position  in  my  mom  every  night 
as  would  enable  me  to  see  all  persons  coming  into  or  leav- 
ing the  office  until  the  east  door  was  closed,  and  to  receive 
and  deliver  the  mails  through  the  night,  as  above  stated. 

On  the  night  of  the  conflagration  I  retired  to  bed  about 
midnight  The  driver  who  carries  the  Southern  mail  to 
the  steamboat,  rang  me  up  about  three  o'clock,  A.  M. 
The  mail  was  delivered  to  him ;  and  after  passing  out  at 
the  door,  looking  around,  and  discovering  no  human  being 
except  the  driver,  nor  aught  else  to  attract  attention,  I  re- 
turned, closed  and  locked  the  door,  and  retifed  to  bed, 
where  I  soon  fell  into  a  profound  sleep. 

About  one  hour  after,  I  was  aroused  by  Mr.  Crown,  a 
messenger,  who  slept  in  the  postmaster's  room,  and  who,  up- 
on entering  my  chambtsr,  exclaimed,  with  a  voice  indicating 
much  alarm,  **  Good  God !  Mr.  Summers,  where  does  all 
this  smoke  come  from  V  1  immediately  sprang  out  of  bed, 
and  perceiving  my  room  filled  with  a  dense  smoke,  which 
I  knew,  both  by  smell  and  color,  proceeded  from  the  burn- 
ing of  pine  wood;  and  our  coals  being  kindled  with  pine, 
my  first  research  was  to  ascertain  whether  the  smoke  might 
not  proceed  from  a  burning  chunk  fallen  from  the  grate, 
and  rolled  towards  the  fender.  Finding  nothing  amiss 
about  my  fire,  I  immediately  went  into  the  room  where  the 
messenger  slept,  to  examine  his  fire ;  but,  upon  entering  it, 
found  he  bad  none.  Disappointed  in  these  researches,  and 
now,  for  the  first  time,  alarmed  for  the  safety  of  the  build- 
ing and  its  TaluaUe  contents,  I  hastened  out  at  the  east 
door,  where  I  immediately  discovered  the  amoke  issuing 
from  a  window  directly  under  the  platform.  Stooping  un- 
der the  platform,  I  perceived  the  smoke  passing  obliquely 
to  my  right,  but  could  see  no  fire.  While  proeecuting 
this  examination,  Mr.  Crown  suddenly  spoke  of  Mr.  Cox's 
danger.  Knowing  that  he  was  unusually  hard  to  wake, 
and  therefore  greatly  alarmed  for  his  safety,  I  ran  into  my 
room,  and  rang  the  bell  with  great  force.  He  soon  after 
appeared  in  his  night  clothes,  and  greatly  alarmed. 

Perceiving  the  density  of  the  smoke  to  be  rapidly  increas- 
ing, I  again  went  out  and  crept  further  under  the  platform, 
in  order  to  ascertaui  the  locaUon  of  the  fire ;  but,  althou(^ 


I  could  then  distinctly  hear  the  roaring  of  die  fliniei,  I 
could  not  see  it  An  effort  had  been  made,  both  bj  Mr. 
Crown  and  myself,  to  alarm  our  neighbon  bj  the  moC 
fire,  as  soon  as  it  was  known  to  be  under  the  bDiUior. 
And  now,  aware  of  the  increasing  danger,  sod  tbit  oot 
force  was  inadequate  to  a  successful  atta^  on  lo  foraiiii- 
ble  an  enemy,  we  commenced  a  more  general  cry.  1  tbo 
crossed  over  7th  street,  passed  the  opposite  row  of  baUiiip, 
and  with  loud  cries  endeavored  to  alarm  their  inhabitiBU, 
but  sleep  apparently  aeemed  to  hold  the  domioioii;  Ms 
window  was  hoisted,  nor  voioe  from  withm  hsird.  I  igaa 
returned  to  the  Poet  Oflke,  and  passed  along  the  wt^ 
side  to  the  west  end,  where  I  wss  siked  bj  looe  pons 
from  within,  <*  what  was  the  matter  1"  I  aniwered,  the 
Post  Office  is  on  fire.  I  then  ran  down  7th  fUeettoPaoH 
sylvania  avenue ;  and  in  paaaing  up  the  avenoe,  I  meitiK 
three  black  bojra,  who,  at  my  request,  ssdited  in  giiicf 
the  alarm.  I  continued  up  the  aTenue  to  10th  ilnct,  pp 
ed  up  10th  to  E,  and  then  along  B  to  the  office.  lop 
forming  this  round  T  awoke  many  persons  On  my  oinii 
at  the  cdflSce  I  found  a  number  of  peiaoBs  engiged  io  iM*sf 
the  fumituro  and  books  of  the  Crenersi  Post  Office:  is^ 
perceiving  through  the  window  blinds  that  the  flioc  \d 
made  its  way  into  the  City  Post  Oflke,  and  all  hope  of  fi- 
tinguiahing  the  fire  at  an  end,  I  joined  and  cODtinoed  is 
the  labors  of  removal  until  the  doee  of  the  scene. 

JAMES  SUMMERS. 

The  deponent  further  says  that  there  wss  no  plaster  ur cel- 
ing  over  head  in  the  cellars  of  the  Post  Office  bnikliogitk 
floor  joists,  or  timbers  on  which  the  floors  hud,  were  totiSr 
uncovered.  At  the  time  he  first  passed  out  at  theeutdn^r 
of  the  Post  Office,  and  saw  the  smoke  issuing  from  db^ 
the  great  step-stone,  or  platform,  he  passed  round  tbe«^ 
ner  to  the  south  side  of  the  building,  but  did  notfeeorii> 
cover  any  smoke  or  fire  coming  out  of  the  south  f^^ 
of  the  building ;  the  window  under  the  platfonn  wis  opes. 
and  the  windows  on  the  south  side  were  closed.  Tb(«^ 
in  the  cellsr  of  the  City  Post  Office  was  packed  ftomv 
ground  up  to  the  floor. 

JAMES  SUMMEKS 

Jahvabt  27,  1637. 


Statement  of  Samuel  Cruwn. 

Samuel  Crown,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  t««tifi«  »j 
says  that  he  b  the  messenger  to  the  City  Post  Office,  i^ 
remained  in  the  office  all  the  night  of  the  oaoAaff*^,^ 
the  General  Puet  Office,  which  took  place  on  the  monBil 
of  the  1 6th  of  December  last;  that  he  makes  the  fimv 
said  oflke.  On  the  rooming  of  the  Uth  of  December^ 
deponent  took  up  the  ashes  in  the  fireplace  in  said  ^ 
where  thero  had  been  a  fiire  on  the  day  previousi  ud  ^ 
ried  the  ashes  and  deposited  them  in  the  passage  '^^^ 
lar  under  said  office,  aliout  equidbtantfrom  ^^^'^^''p^ 
opening  from  aaid  passage  into  tbo  wood-rooiDi  of  mm  |* 
Office,  which  were  then  occupied  with  wood  »^  'tJ 
the  use  of  the  office ;  there  were  openings  also  on  u<o«*i 
side  of  said  passage,  one  occupied  as  a  wood-rMOt  <* 
the  other  leading  up  sUirs  into  the  room  o^^^^l^ll! 
Post  Oflke.  The  ashes  wero  placed  on  the  V^^zZ 
cellar,  and  against  the  brick  partition  wsll.  "^^^i 
of  the  cellar  was  damp  at  the  time ;  the  ashes  ^*^r^ 
when  taken  up,  and  no  fire  eeen  in  them ;  there ^""fv^ 
one  barrel  of  ashea  on  the  ground  at  the  time  he  depoo" 
the  ashes,  as  above  stated.  .,  aj. 

Thia  deponent  says  that  he  was  in  the  office  oatil  i^ 
ty-five  minutes  aAer  two  o'clock  on  the  mon^*"?^ 
16th,  when  he  retired  to  his  bed,  in  the  soothast  ^ 
room,  commonly  occupied  by  Doctor  Jones.  |J^^ 
nent  was  awake  at  three  o'clock,  and  heard  *^  J*"J^ 
mail  when  it  left  the  offioe.     Sopie  time  afiervam  *^ 
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Or  nearly  four  o'clock*   thia  deponent  was  awoke  by  the 
•moke  in  the  room ;  he  immediately  aroae,  and,  aAer  exam- 
ining his  own  room»  went  into  the  paaaage  leading  out  of 
the  eaat  door,  and  diacovered  the  outaide  door  open;  there 
was  aa  much  amoke  in  the  entry  as  in  hia  room  ;  he  then 
went  out  of  the  east  door,  and  went  round  on  the  south 
front  of  the  building,  and  examined  the  cellar  windows, 
and  perceived  smoke  coming  out  of  all  the  windows,  and  at 
the  window  nearest  the  south  door  of  the  Post  Office  dis- 
covered considerable  heat  issuing  from  the  window ;  he  then 
cried  fiie !  fire !  went  back  and  alarmed  Mr.  Cox,  first  by 
ringing  the  bell  leading  to  his  room,  then  by  going  outside, 
roand  to  his  window,  and  knocking  against  it,  and  then 
rang  the  bell  again.     Mr.  Cox  then  came  oat  of  his  room, 
and  then  the  deponent  went  to  the  window  Irom  whence 
the  heat  issued,  to  show  Mr.  Cox ;  bat  whether  Mr.  Cox 
went  to  the  window  or  not  this  deponent  cannot  say.     Mr. 
Cox  advised  him  to  go  afler  Mr.  Kennedy,  the  chief  clerk 
in  the  City  Post  Office ;  he,  the  deponent,  went  after  Mr. 
Kennedy,  awoke,  him,  and  then  returned  to  the  Post  Office, 
and  went  into  the  room  where  he  slept,  and  got  his  panta- 
loons ;  the  room  waa  then  ao  foil  of  smoke  he  could  not 
breathe  in  it.     Mr.  Kennedy  soon  came,  and  we  went  to 
the  aouth  window,  where  the  smoke  and  heat  continued  to 
issue,  bat  did  not  see  any  fire  ;  then  the  deponent  went  to 
assist  in  getting  out  the  engine.     AlW  we  got  the  engine 
in  readiness,  it  proved  to  be  out  of  order  and  useless ;  the  de- 
ponent then  went  into  the  Post  Office,  and  discovered  fire 
about  the  centre  of  the  room,  not  far  from  the  stove ;  the 
fire  immediately  spread  with  great  rapidity  until  the  whole 
bailding  was  on  fire.     That,  previoua  to  his  calling  Mr. 
Cox,  he  attempted  to  go  down  cellar  with  a  candle,  but  could 
not  for  the  density  of  the  smoke. 

SAMUEL  CROWN. 


SiaUmeni  of  Henry  Bishop,  sen. 


I  am  menanger  of  the  Patent  Office,  which  ofiice  I  have 
held  six  years  last  November. 

On  the  night  of  the  fire  I  was  alarmed  by  a  knocking  at 
my  next  door  neighbor's  house,  and  heard  a  person  say 
that  the  Post  Office  was  on  fire ;  I  immediately  rose  out 
of  bed,  dressed  myself,  looked  at  my  watch,  which  waa 
iboQt  half  past  four;  it  is  generally  too  fast.  I  called  my 
pldest  aon,  Henry,  a  young  man,  and  sent  him  to  Mr. 
Bllsworth*s  house  to  inform  him  of  the  fire. 

I  immediately  went  to  the  building,  ascended  the  steps 
)f  the  City  Post  Office  on  E  street,  looked  in  at  the  window 
Mat  of  the  steps,  and  saw  that  the  large  room  was  full  of 
ilack  smoke,  with  a  red  blaze  in  aboat  the  middle  of  the 
oom,  in  a  northeasterly  direction  from  where  I  stood.  I 
lid  not  stay  more  than  a  minute  in  this  place ;  my  first  ob- 
ect  was  to  get  into  the  Patent  Office,  having  the  keya  with 
ne.  I  attempted  to  gel  into  the  building  at  the  door  on  7th 
itreet,  but  from  some  cause  which  I  do  not  well  recollect,  I 
:ould  not  enter ;  whether  the  door  was  fast  or  the  smoke 
prevented  I  cannot  positively  say.  I  then  went  to  the  front 
>f  the  building  on  E  stieet,  passed  through  the  door  of  the 
xeneral  Post  Office  into  the  yard  north  of  the  building.  T 
hen  went  tn  a  backdoor  communicating  with  the  City  Post 
>fiice  and  Patent  Office,*  found  it  open,  with  a  great  deal 
)f  smoke  in  the  passage,  apparently  coming  from  the  large 
oom  occupied  by  the  City  Post  Office.  I  attempted  aeveral 
imes  to  ascend  the  stairs  of  the  Patent  Office,  but  the 
moke  was  so  thick  and  sufibcating  that  I  waa  obliged  to 
lesist. 

I  then  went  into  the  yard  north  of  the  bailding,  and  saw  a 
erson  looking  into  the  collars  to  see  if  there  waa  any  fire 
>  be  seen,  but  there  was  none.  I  then  went  to  the  front 
f  the  boilding  on  E  street,  to  examine  the  Patent  Office 
sllar,  which  waa  under  the  City  Post  Office ;  I  pushed  open 
le  shutter  just  west  of  the  City  Post  Office  st^  and  went 


into  the  cellar,  where  I  could  see  nothing,  for  it  was  total 
darkness. 

I  then  left  the  cellar.  By  this  time  Mr.  Ellsworth  had 
arrived,  and  I  joined  him  ;  we  made  some  more  attempta  to 
get  into  the  Patent  Office,  which  were  unsuccessful ;  the 
smoke  and  flamea  filled  the  building,  and  we  were  obliged 
to  retreat. 

After  all  hope  of  aaving  the  bailding  had  been  given  up, 
and  I  waa  watching  the  progreaa  of  the  fire,  I  waa  informed 
that  Dr.  Jonea,  City  Postmaster,  was  speakina  about  ashes 
being  kept  in  Uie  Patent  Office  cellar,  under  the  City  Post 
Office,  and  convened  the  idea  that  the  fire  might  have  ori- 
ginated there.  I  mimediately  went  to  Mr.  Ellsworth,  and 
told  him  of  the  lemarka  of  Dr.  Jones.  While  I  waa  speak- 
ing to  Mr.  Ellsworth,  Dr.  Jones  came  where  we  were ;  I 
then  told  Mr.  Ellsworth  and  Dr.  Jonea  that  there  could  not 
be  any  fire  in  the  Patent  Ofike  cellar,  for  I  had  been  in  the 
cellar  aince  the  fire,  and  it  was  entirely  dark.  I  likewise 
offered,  in  the  preaence  of  Mr.  Ellsworth  and  Dr.  Jones,  to 
open  the  shutter  and  go  in  again,  but  they  said  it  waa  not 
worth  while. 

On  the  subject  of  the  aahea  I  have  to  state  that,  as  soon 
as  the  clerks  left  the  office  for  the  day,  the  ^e  was  not 
covered  with  aahea  to  keep  fire  for  the  next  day,  but  the 
brands  were  put  together,  a  acreen  put  before  the  fire,  and 
the  fire  left  to  bum  out,  ao  that  there  waa  very  aeldom  any 
fire  the  next  morning.  In  the  morning  the  aahea  were  ta- 
ken up  in  an  iron  hod,  and  never  emptied  till  the  next  day, 
and  sometimes  longer;  the  day  previoua  to  the  fire, 
Wedneaday,  ashes  had  been  emptied  from  the  Patent  Office 
that  had  been  taken  from  the  heartha  on  the  Monday  pre- 
vious^ and  perhaps  some  might  have  been  taken  up  on 
Tueaday ;  but  I  am  sure  there  was  none  taken  up  on 
Wedneaday.  The  ashes  were  put  in  a  large  wooden  box  in  the 
cellar,  under  the  large  room  occupied  by  the  City  Post  Of- 
fice ;  the  box  stood  by  itself  on  a  ground  floor,  id>out  eight 
ox  nine  feet  from  the  floor  above. 

HENRY  BISHOP. 


Statement  of  Cornelius  Cox, 

Comeliua  Cox,  a  clerk  in  the  City  Post  Office,  teatifiea  and 
aaya  that,  on  the  morning  of  the  16th  of  December  last  I 
was  awoke  by  aome  noise,  and  upon  getting  up  immediate- 
ly concluded  the  office  was  on  fire,  as  the  room  was  filled 
with  smoke.  I  opened  the  door  which  led  into  the  Post  Of- 
fice, and  ran  through  out  of  the  eaat  door  to  a  room  occu- 
pied by  Mr.  Summers.  In  doing  thia  I  auppoae  I  passed 
through  15  or  20  feet  uf  the  office,  and  saw  no  light;  but  the 
amoke  waa  so  dense  that  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  I 
could  breathe,  and  heard  a  crackling  under  the  floor  very 
distinctly.  In  Mr.  8ammers*s  room  I  met  him  and  Mr. 
Crown.  I  aaid.  Crown,  where  in  the  world  does  all  thia 
smoke  come  from  1  He  said  he  did  not  know,  but  believed 
the  cellar  waa  on  fire.  I  then  aaked  him  if  he  had  been  down 
in  the  cellar.  He  said  no,  but  had  attempted  to  do  ao,  and 
proceeded  a  few  steps,  when  he  found  the  smuke  so  thick 
that  it  put  out  hia  candle,  and  was  forced  back  for  fear  of 
Bufibeation.  I  told  him  to  go  over  and  wake  up  Mr.  Ken- 
nedy, one  of  the  derka  of  the  office,  who  livea  within  a  half 
a  aquara.  I  then  ran  out  of  the  office  on  the  pavement  to 
the  front,  andaaw  the  amoke  coming  out  of  the  window  un- 
der the  ateps  at  the  eaat  of  the  office,  and  had  a  full  view  of 
the  whole  front,  but  saw  no  person  up  to  this  time,  with 
the  exception  of  Summers  and  Crown.  J  then  went  back 
again  through  the  office  to  my  room,  for  the  purpose  of 
dreasing  myself,  and  in  paaaing  over  the  floor  heard  the 
crackling  and  rumbling  of  the  fire  below  ao  clearly  that  I 
was  apprehensive  the  floor  would  give  way,  and  also  a 
knocking  at  the  door  communicating  with  the  Post  Of- 
fice Department.  I  put  on  my  pantaloona,  took  my 
coat  in  my  hand,  and  jumped  out  of  the  window  at  the 
beck  of  the  oflfce,  and  ran  round  again  to  the  firont,  not  re- 
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taming  in  the  tame  way  that  I  went  in,  on  account  of  the 
great  danger,  as  I  thought  at  the  time,  of  the  fioor  falling 
in.  I  there  met  Mr.  Crown,  and  asked  him  if  he  had  been 
over  for  Mr.  Kennedy.  He  told  me  he  had.  (I  waa  very 
anxious  to  get  this  gentleman  over  as  early  an  possible,  as 
I  knew  be  had  the  key  of  the  desk  which  contained  the 
money  belonging  to  the  office. )  Crown  then  went  around 
and  burst  the  cellar  windows  open  until  he  came  to  the 
third  one  from  the  east  comer,  when  he  said,  here,  Mr. 
Cox,  here  it  is  (meaning  the  fire)  just  under  here.  I  look- 
ed, but  could  see  nothing  but  the  smoke  rashing  out.  At 
this  time  I  recognised  Mr.  John  Suter,  of  the  Post  Office 
Department,  and  four  or  five  others.  Mr.  Kennedy  then 
came  over  and  tried  to  enter  the  office  at  the  east  door,  but 
was  repulsed  by  the  smoke.  I  told  him  that  the  window 
of  my  room  was  open,  and  probably  he  might  get  in  there. 
We  then  went  round,  and  the  smoke  was  issuing  from  it 
very  thick.  He  told  me  I  had  better  get  in  and  save  some 
of  my  clothing.  I  did  so,  and  threw  out  a  part  of  them, 
having  every  moment  to  thrust  my  head  out  of  the  window 
for  air.  After  I  got  out  of  the  window,  and  was  gathering 
up  the  clothes  that  I  had  thrown  out,  I  saw  Mr.  Diehop, 
the  messenger  of  the  Patent  Office,  who  told  me  that  he 
had  been  trying  to  get  up  to  that  office,  but  could  not  do  so 
for  the  smoke.  Alter  this  I  went  in  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment and  assisted  in  saving  the  hooks  and  papers  be- 
longing to  that  Department.  Neither  time  that  T  passed 
through  or  looked  into  the  City  Post  Office  was  there  any 
fire  to  be  seen,  -nor  did  it  get  through  for  80  or  30  minutes 
after  I  was  up.  If  the  fire  had  originated  in  the  City  Post 
Office,  it  would  have  been  seen  immediately,  as  there  was 
a  great  quantity  of  combustible  material  there.  1  would 
here  state  that  we  got  through  the  work  and  closed  the  of- 
fice that  morning  about  half  past  two  o'clock,  and  I  was 
up  about  ten  minutes  after  the  other  clerks  had  gone,  du- 
ring which  time  I  attended  particularly  to  extinguishing 
the  lights  and  securing  the  fires ;  looked  into  the  stove  and 
saw  that  the  fire  had  nearly  gone  out,  there  being  nothing 
but  a  few  coals,  and  they  nearly  covered  with  ashes;  placed 
a  brick  before  the  door,  and  went  over  to  the  fireplace.  In 
this  fireplace  we  burnt  coal,  and  were  in  the  habit  of  keep- 
ing fire  throughout  the  night;  it  had  gone  down  lower 
than  usual,  and  fresh  coal  had  been  thrown  on,  so  as  to 
completely  cover  up  all  the  fire  there  was  remaining,  and 
I  was  fearful  that  it  would  go  out  entirely ;  saw  that  a  large 
iron  screen  which  we  had  was  placed  before  it,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  keeping  any  coals  that  might  fall  off  the  grate  from 
rolling  on  the  floor. 

The  carpenter's  work  throughout  the  office  had  shrunk 
generally,  and  the  floor,  particularly,  was  very  open,  so 
much  so  that  I  have  often  noticed  places  about  the  wash- 
boards, where  it  bad  been  neglected  to  have  been  swept  for 
a  short  time,  covered  with  coal  dust  and  other  dirt  blown 
up  through  the  crevices  from  the  cellar,  which  will  account 
for  the  office  being  so  full  of  smoke. 

It  was  impossible  lo  open  the  door  at  the  aouth  front  of 
the  office.  I  was  the  only  person  that  penetrated  any  dis- 
tance in.  When  I  first  came  out  I  did  ao  without  know- 
ing what  was  the  matter ;  and  when  I  went  back,  it  was  un- 
der the  impression  that  I  was  risking  my  life ;  but  had  noth- 
ing on  but  my  shirt,  and  forced  myself  through.  It  is  my 
decided  opinion  that  if  any  person  had  attempted  to  open 
that  door  from  the  inside,  they  would  have  suffocated,  as 
they  not  only  would  have  been  obliged  to  have  gone  a  very 
considerable  distance  through  the  office,  which  was  obstruct- 
ed by  tables  and  baskets  used  for  the  distribution  of  news- 
papers, and  to  have  opi'ued  a  door  leading  into  the  lobby, 
which  was  locked,  before  they  could  have  got  to  the  main 
door,  which  was  locked,  bolted,  and  barred,  besides  having 
a  large  letter-box  placed  before  it,  which  would  have  had 
to  be  removed.  But  there  was  no  necessity  for  opening 
that  door,  as  any  person  disposed  to  enter  the  office  could 


have  tried  through  the  east  door,  as  that  entrance  wai  opco 
the  whole  time. 

The  great  Eastern  mail  arrived  about  15  minutes  iftrrll 
o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  fire.  The  letters  and  papen 
were  taken  out  of  the  mail-bags,  and  those  for  the  oeo' 
hers  of  Congress  placed  in  boxes  ready  to  be  delivered  u 
the  messengers  of  the  two  Houses;  and  the  lettenforihi 
citizens  were  distribuied  in  the  several  appropriate  bom 
The  boxea  containing  the  letters  and  pspen  for  memben 
of  Congress  were  in  the  southeast  comer  of  the  room  i 
the  Post  Office.  It  is  my  opinion  that  those  letters  ind  pi- 
pers could  not  have  been  saved,  on  account  of  the  dene 
smoke.  The  Port  Tobacco,  Warrenton,  and  Georgetusi 
mails  were  in  the  room  occupied  by  Dr.  Jones.  Then 
mails  might  have  been  saved  if  we  had  thought  of  them  im- 
mediately after  getting  up ;  but  we  were  occupied  in  giviof 
the  alarm  and  ascertaining  where  the  fire  was,  ao  thattlxj 
entirely  escaped  our  attention.  The  large  mails  bal  ill 
lefl  the  office.  The  Southern  mail  was  the  last,  wliid 
was  about  3  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

CORNELIUS  COX. 


INTERNATIONAL   COPYRIGHT  LAW. 

Petition  of  Thomas  Moore^  and  other  outhffn  of  Gnst 
Britain,  praying  Congress  to  grant  to  them  iJu  *id^ 
sive  benefit  of  their  writings  within  ike  VmUi 
States. 

FXBRUABT  2,  1837. 


Referred  to  a  select  committee,  consiAinc  of  M«ssn  CU7)Pks<3' 
Bucbaoan,  Websteri  and  Ewioe  of  Ohio. 

Address  of  certain  authors  of  Great  Britain  to  tkt  Sm- 

ate  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  aisembkd,  raptd- 

fully  showing  : 

That  authors  of  Great  Britain  have  long  been  exposed  to 
injury  in  their  reputation  and  property  from  the  want  of  i 
law  by  which  the  exclusive  right  to  their  respective  wri- 
tings may  be  secured  to  them  in  the  United  Statntf 
America : 

That,  for  want  of  such  law,  deep  and  extenaiTe  iojuiia 
have  of  late  been  inflicted  on  their  reputation  sod  props^yi 
and  on  the  interests  of  literature  and  science,  which  <w^ 
to  constitute  a  bond  of  union  and  friendship  betwees  tin 
United  States  and  Great  Britain : 

That,  from  the  circumstance  of  the  English  Isngaif 
being  common  to  both  nations,  the  works  of  British  aathan 
are  extensively  read  throughout  the  United  Stateaof  .^nieh' 
ca,  while  the  profits  arising  from  the  sale  of  their  woikisi^ 
he  wholly  appropriated  by  American  booksellers,  iKrt  tfuj 
without  the  consent  of  the  authors,  but  even  ooDtrsry  ^ 
their  express  desire;  a  grievance  under  which  thej  barti^ 
present  no  redress : 

That  the  works  thus  appropriated  by  American  book* 
sellers  are  liable  to  be  mutilated  and  altered  at  the  ple» 
ure  of  the  said  booksellers,  or  of  any  other  pcnooi  *» 
may  have  ati  interest  in  reducing  the  price  of  the  «orkii 
or  in  conciliating  tho  supposed  principles  or  prejodicniA 
purchasers  in  the  respective  sections  of  your  Union ;  *^^ 
the  names  of  the  authors  being  retained,  they  may  be  w 
responsible  for  works  which  they  no  longer  noifj'f  '^ 
their  own : 

That  such  mutilation  and  alteration,  with  the  letesuos 
of  the  authors*  names,  have  been  of  late  actually  perpetrttK 
by  citizens  of  the  United  Sutes ;  under  which  gnenocei 
such  authors  have  at  present  no  redress.  . 

That  certain  authors  of  Great  Bi  itain  have  recently  mac* 
an  efifort  in  defence  of  their  literary  reputation  and  p^ 
erty,  by  declaring  a  respectable  firm  of  publiabers  io  A^ 
York  to  be  the  sole  authorized  possessors  andiaaners  otv* 
said  works,  and  by  publishing,  in  certain  American  ve^f 
papers,  their  authority  to  this  eflfect : 
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That  the  object  of  the  said  authors  has  been  defeated  by 
the  act  of  eeitain  persons,  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
who  ha^e  unjustly  published,  for  their  own  advantage,  the 
works  sought  to  be  thus  protected  ;  under  which  grievance 
the  said  authors  have  at  present  no  redress : 

That  American  authors  are  injured  by  the  non-existence 
of  the  desired  law.  While  American  publishers  can  pro- 
vide themselves  with  works  for  publication,  by  unjust  ap- 
propriation, instead  of  by  equitable  purchase,  they  are  un- 
der no  inducement  to  a&rd  to  American  authors  a  &ir  re- 
oiuneration  fbr  their  labors ;  under  which  grievance  Ameri- 
ca authors  have  no  redress  but  in  sending  over  their 
works  to  England  to  be  published ;  an  expedient  which  has 
Mcome  an  established  practice  with  some,  of  whom  their 
:ountry  has  most  reason  to  be  proud : 

That  the  American  public  is  injured  by  the  non-ex- 
stence  of  the  desired  law.  The  American  public  sufiers 
]0t  only  from  the  discouragement  afforded  to  native 
luthors,  as  above  stated,  but  from  the  uncertainty  now 
*xiBtlng  as  to  whether  the  books  presented  to  them  as  the 
vorks  of  British  authors  are  the  actual  and  complete  pro- 
lactions  of  the  writers  whose  names  they  bear  : 

That,  in  proof  of  the  evil  complained  of,  the  case  of 
(Valter  Scott  might  he  referred  to,  as  stated  by  an  esteem- 
id  citizen  of  the  United  States ;  *  that  while  the  works  of 
hie  author,  dear  alike  to  your  country  and  to  ours,  were 
ead  from  Maine  to  Georgia,  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Mis- 
issippi,  he  received  no  remuneration  from  the  American 
mblic  for  his  labors ;  that  an  equitable  remuneration  might 
lave  saved  his  life,  and  would,  at  least,  have  relieved  its 
Josiog  years  from  the  burden  of  debts  and  destructive 
oils : 

That,  deeply  impressed  with  the  conviction  that  the  only 
jrm  ground  of  friendship  between  nations  is  a  strict  regard 
>  simple  justice,  the  undersigned  earnestly  request  the 
tenate  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  speedi- 
r  to  uae,  in  behalf  of  the  authors  of  Great  Britain,  their 
o^ei  of  securing  to  the  authors  the  exclusive  right  to  their 
sspecting  writings. 


Authors  whose  signatures  are  hereunto  attached. 


Charles  Babbage 

L.  Bonaparte 

G.  P.  R.  James 

William  Buckland 

Grcnville  T.  Temple 

WilUam  Prout,  M.  D. 

Maria  Calcott 

G.  Griffin 

Henry  F.  Chorley 

WiUiam  Kirby 

Thomas  Carlyle 

J.  8.  H.  Pardoe 

T.  8.  Grimshawe 

Charles  White 

Henry  Lytton  Bulwer 

Samuel  Rogers 

Thomas  Chalmers 

Charles  Bell 

J  C.  Loudon 

W.  Whewell 

Edward  Tagart,  F.  G.  8. 

E.  C.  E.  Stuart  Wortley 

Rob.  Murchison 

Rev.   Prof.   Vaughn,  D.    D, 

Glasgow 
The  Rev.  G.  Skinnei,  Cam- 

bridge  University,  England 
J.  H.  Caunter 
Robert  Southey. 


•i»    Dr.  McVicker.     Vide  his  letter  to  the  editor  of  the 
York  American,  November  19,  1882. 


Thomas  Moore 
J.  DTsraeli 
Benjamin  D'Israeli 
Amelia  Opie 
Thomas  Campbell 
Charles  Lyell 
Uarriat  Martineau 
Mary  Somerville 
Senry  H.  Milman 
Peter  Mark  Roget,  M.  D. 
Meiia  Edgeworth 
J.  Boetock,  M.  D. 
Henry  Hallam 
J.    N.  Talfourd,  M.  P. 
Sdmund  Lodge,  Norroy 
S.  Lytton  Bulwer,  M.  P. 
Margnerite  Blessington 
J.   P.  Potter 
Oharles  MacFarlano 
Anne  Marsh 
'Thomas  Keightley 
WUliam  Howitt 
JVf  ary  Howitt 
SI.  C.  Hall 
A  nna  Maria  Hall 
J-  Montgomery 
JToaRnaBaillie 
M.  Mitfoid 
Ilan  Cunningham 


Names. 
Thomas  Moore,  Esq. 

J.  D'Israeli,  Esq. 

Benjamin  D*Israeli,  Esq 

Mrs.  Opie  - 

Thomas  Campbell  Esq. 

Charles  Lyell,  Esq. 

Miss  Martineau 

Mrs.  Somerville 

The  Rev.  H.  H.  Milman 

Dr.  Roget 

Miss  Edgeworth    - 

Dr.  Bostock 

Henry  Hallam,  Esq. 

land. 

J.  N.  Talfourd,  Esq.,  M.  P.  Ion,  dec. 

Edmund  Lodge,  Esq.,  Nor- 
roy King  of  Arms  -         -  Illustrious  Portraits,  dbc. 

Edward     Lytton     Bulwer, 
Esq.,  M.  P.     -  -  Pelham,  Eugene  Aram,  Ath- 

ens and  Athenians. 

The  Countess  of  Blessington  Conversations  of  Lord  Byron, 

Book  of  Beauty,  dec. 

The  Rev.  J.  P.  Potter         -  The    Religion  of    Socrates, 

Cowper,  Heber,  and  New- 
ton. 

Charles  MacFarlane,  Esq.  -  Residence  in  Constantinople. 


Works. 

-  Irish  Melodies,  Lalla  Rookh, 
Life  of  Lord  Byron,  dte. 

-  Curiosities  of  Literature,  6lc. 

-  Vivian  Grey,  dtc. 

-  Simple  Tales,  dec. 

-  Pleasures  of  Hope,  dbc. 

-  Geology,  dtc. 

-  Politicid  Economy. 

-  The  Physical  Sciences. 

-  Fall  of  Jerusalem,  Histoiy  of 
the  Jews,  dec 

-  Bridgewater  Treatise. 

-  Tales,   Practical   Education, 

dec. 

-  Physiology. 

-  Constitutional  Historyof Eng- 


Mis.  Marsh 

Thomas  Keightley,  Esq. 

William  Howitt,  Esq. 

Mrs.  Mary  Howitt 

S.  C.  Hall,  Esq.    - 

Mrs.  Hall  - 

James  Montgomery,  Esq. 

Miss  Joanna  Baillie 

Miss  Mitford 

Allan  Cunningham,  Esq. 

Charles  Babbage,  Esq. 

Prince  Lucien  Bonaparte 

G.  P.  R.  James,  Esq. 

Rev.  Dr.  Buckland 


Old  Men's  tales. 

History  of  Greece  and  Rome, 

MyUiology,  dtc. 
Book  of  U)e  Seasons. 
Wood  Leighton,  &c. 
Book  of  Gems. 
Bucanier,  Outlaw,  dec 
World  bef»>re  the  Flood,  Ac. 
Plays  of  the  Passions,  dec. 
Our  Village,  dec. 
Lives  of  the  Painters,  dec. 
Science  and  Manufactures. 
Memoirs,  written  by  himself. 
Richelieu,    Memoirs  of  the 

Black  Prince,  dec. 
Geology  and  Mineralogy 
Sir  Granville  Temple,  Bart.  Travels  in  Greece  and  Turkey. 


Dr.  Prout  - 
Mm.  Calcott 

G.  Griffin,  Esq.     - 
H.  F.  Chorley,  Esq. 
The  Rev.  W.  Kirby 
Thomas  Carlyle,  Esq. 
Miss  Pardoe 


Chemistry,  Meteorology,  dec. 

History  of  Brazil,  Chiu,  and 
India. 

The  Collegians,  diEC. 

Memoirs  of  Mrs.  Hemans. 

Habits,  dec.  of  Animals. 

Sartor  Resartus. 

Residence  in  Portugal. 
The  Rev.  T.  8.  Grimshawe  Life  of  the  Rev.  Leigh  Rich- 
mond, the  Poet  Cowper, dec. 


Charles  White,  Esq. 
Henry  Lytton  Bulwer, Esq., 
M.  P. 

Samuel  Rogers,  Esq. 
Rev.  Dr.  Chalmers 
Sir  Charles  Bell    - 
J.  C.  Loudon,  Esq. 

Professor  Whewell 
Lady  Emeline  Wortley 
Edward  Tagart,  Esq. 
R.  Muchison,  Esq. 
Rev.  Dr.  Vaughn  - 


Belgic  Revolution. 

France,  Social,  Literary,  and 

Political. 
Pleasures  of  Memory,  dec. 
Discourses,  dec. 
Bridgewater  Treatise,  Ac. 
Encyclopedia  of  Gardening^ 

dec. 
Bridgewater  Treatise,  Ac. 
Poems,  Ac, 

Life  of  Captain  Haywood,  Ac- 
Geology,  dec. 
History  of  Stuarts,  Ac. 
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Iniemaiwnal  Copyright  Law. 


Works. 


Names. 
Rev.  G.  Skinner, 

A.  Hay  ward,  Eaq.  -  Trandator  of  Fauat,  dec. 

The  Rev.  J.  H.  Gaunter    -  Romance  of  Hiatory,  India, 

Oriental  Annals. 

Hobert  Southey  Esq.,  Poet 

Laureate  -  -  Thalaba,  dec. 


Memorial  of  a  number  of  dtizem  of  the  United  States, 
praying  an  aUeraiion  of  the  law  regulating  copy- 
rights. 

FSBBUABT   4,  1887. 

Referred  to  a  select  committee,  consisting  of  Mem.  Clay,  Preston, 
Buchanan,  Webster,  Ewing  ofOhIo,  and  Ruggle* 

7h  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Congress 

assembled  .* 

The  petition  of  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  respectfully  represents : 

That  they  believe  native  writers  to  be  as  indispensable  as 
a  native  militia;  that,  although  foreign  writers  and  foreign 
writings  may  be  had  cheaper,  owing  to  the  present  law  of 
copyright,  our  people  must  look  for  the  defence  of  their 
habits,  theur  opinions,  and  their  peculiar  institutions,  to 
those  who  belong  to  them  and  have  grown  up  with  them — 
to  their  own  authors,  as  to  their  own  soldiers,  whatever 
may  be  the  cost  in  dollars  and  cents. 

That,  by  the  present  law  of  copyright,  our  own  authors 
are  unable  to  contend  with  foreigners  who  are  paid  else- 

where  • 

That,  by  a  change  of  the  present  law,  with  a  view  to 
the  liberal  encouragement  of  our  own  writers,  and  to  the  just 
and  reasonable  protection  of  others,  by  whose  labors  and  dis- 
coveries we  profit,  we  believe  that  our  people,  and  the  cause 
of  learning,  of  science,  and  of  literature,  throughout  the 
world,  would  be  benefited : 

Wherefore  we  respectfully  pray  that  such  changes  may 
be  had  in  the  present  law  of  copyright,  as,  while  they  in- 
sure to  authors  a  safer  interest  in  their  property,  to  our 
own  writers  encouragement,  and  to  foreigners  a  reasonable 
protection,  the  public  may  be  secured  against  a  discour- 
aging monopoly,  the  commonwealth  of  literature  opened  to 
a  fair  and  liberal  competition,  and  the  ground  laid  for  a  fu- 
ture international  law  of  copyright  between  the  Old  World 
and  the  New. 

And,  as  in  duty  boimd,  we  shall  ever  pray,  &c. 

John  McVicker  L.  Taylor  D.  Clark 

John  Neal  M.  M.  Noah 

Grenville  Mellcn  Samuel  Woodworth 

Henry  W.  Longfellow  Jo.  Seawall  Jones 

Cornelius  C.  Felton  Samuel  F.  B.  Morae 

Rufus  Dawes  Saml.  Jenks  Smith 

Geo.  M.  Wharton  Benjamin  Matthias 

Robert  Morris  W.  A.  Duer 

Robert  M.  Bird  Jas.  Watson  Webb 

Willis  Gaylord  Clark  James  Brooks 

H.  Biddle  Charles  King 

George  P.  Morris  John  W.  Williams 

WilUam  Dunlap  Charles  West  Thompson 

T.  K.  Wharton  Joseph  C.  Neal 

Richard  A.  Locke  Donald  Macleod. 

Ijr  Seitats  of  the  Uwitei)  States, 

February  16,  1837. 

Mr.  Clay  made  the  following  report  .• 
The  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  address  of 
certain  British  and  the  petition  of  certain  American  au- 
thors have,  according  to  order,  had  the  same  under  con- 
uderation,  and  beg  leave  now  to  report: 
That,  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  1 63 1,  being  the  law  now 
in  force  regulating  copyrights,  the  benefits  of  the  act  are 
restricted  to  citizens  or  residents  of  the  United  States ;  so 


that  no  foreigner,  redding  abroad,  can  socois  a  copyright 
in  the  United  States,  for  any  worit  of  which  he  ii  tbaas- 
thor,  however  important  or  valuable  it  may  be.  Theob. 
jeet  of  the  address  and  petition,  therefore,  is  to  nmm  ^ 
restriction  as  to  British  authoT%  and  to  allow  them  too* 
joy  the  benefits  of  our  law. 

That  authors  and  inventors  have,  acoordmg  to  the  pn^ 
tiee  among  dvilized  nations,  a  property  in  the  feip«ctw 
productions  of  their  genius,  is  incontestable;  sod  that  da 
property  should  be  proteeted  as  cffwtoally  u  ujr  other 
property  U  by  law,  follows  as  a  legitimate  conseqwn* 
Authors  and  inventors  are  among  the  greatest  benefccttBrf 
mankind.  They  are  often  dependent,  exclorivBly,  opn 
their  own  mental  labors  for  the  means  of  sabsbtenca;  od 
are  frequently,  from  the  nature  of  their  pnnnits  «m 
constitutions  of  their  minds,  incapable  of  tpplyiog  aai 
provident  care  to  worldly  aflWrs  which  other  dasstt  rf  »• 
ciety  are  in  the  habit  of  bestowing.  These  coiiiid«i!i» 
give  additianal  strength  to  their  just  title  to  the  ptotedioD 

of  the  law.  . 

It  being  eetablUhed  that  literary  property  is  enbtW  to 
legal  protection,  it  results  that  this  protection  ought  to  te 
afforded  wherever  the  property  is  situated.  A  Bntek 
merchant  brings  or  transmiu  to  the  United  Ststaabife 
of  merchandise,  and  the  moment  it  comes  withm  the  jw* 
diction  of  our  laws,  they  throw  around  it  eftctual  eeom?- 
But  if  the  work  of  a  British  author  is  brought  to  the  ImW 
States,  it  may  be  appropriated  by  any  resident  h«MM 
republished,  without  any  compensation  whstowtw^ 
made  to  the  author.  We  should  be  aU  Aocked  if  the  J« 
tolerated  the  least  invasion  of  the  rights  of  propeijr, »  w 
case  of  merchandise,  whilst  those  which  ju'tly  beloBftt 
the  works  of  authors  are  erpo«d  to  daUy  violsuoo,  wuwa 
the  posdbUity  of  their  invoking  the  aid  of  the  w^V, 

The  committee  think  Aat  thUdistmctionmtheeoiidtfa 
of  the  two  descriptions  of  property  b  not  joit;  «ndtw« 
ought  to  be  remedied  by  some  safe  and  cautioueiniM^ 
of  the  law.  Already  the  principle  has  been  woP^.'jT 
patent  laws,  of  extending  their  benefits  to  foieigB  ffl«^ 
tions  or  improvemenU.  It  is  but  carrying  out  the  ■» 
principle  to  extend  the  benefit  of  our  copyngW  ii^ 
foreign  authors.  In  relation  to  the  subjects  of  Gieei  i>^ 
ian  and  France,  it  will  be  but  a  measure  of  ««P^,.^ 
tice ;  for,  in  boUi  of  tiiose  countries,  our  autbore  miy  "^ 
tiiat  protection  of  tiicir  laws  for  literary  property  ^m 
denied  to  their  subjecU  here. 

Entertaining  these  views,  the  committee  ha^e  heen^^ 
ious  to  devise  some  meueure  which,  without  too  pwi 
disturbance  of  interests,  or  affecting  too  senously  anw 
ments  which  have  grown  out  of  the  present  ''^^^Tn 
may.  wiOiout  hazard,  bo  subjected  to  the  test  of  F^ 
experience.  Of  tiie  works  which  have  teretofoit  "^el 
from  tiie  foreign  prees,  many  have  been  »In»^  J^^S 
in  tiie  United  States ;  otiiere  are  in  a  progress  f^Ytaf, 
tion,  and  some  probably  have  been  stereotyped.  *^|.j 
right  law  which  should  embrace  any  of  these  ^^^^ 
injuriously  affect  American  pubtbhers,  and  Iftd  »* 
and  litigation  between  them  and  foreign  authori. 


Acting,  then,  on  the  principles  ofv^^^'^rr^. 
by  which  the  committee  have  thought  it  best  lo  w  s  ^ 
ed,  tiie  bill  which  the  committee  intend  V^'^P^Y^^ 
that  the  protection  which  it  secures  shaU  ^^^^J^   j, 


works  only  which  shall  be  published  a^r  lU  pj*^ 
is  also  limited  to  the  subjects  of  Great  Bnt«n  '"J ' 
among  otiier reasons,  because  the  committee nae     ^ 
tion  tiiat,  by  tiieir  laws,  American  autiiors  can  w^* 
protection  for  their  productions ;  but  they  w^«  »"      ,, 
tion  that  such  is  the  case  in  any  oUierforeigJ^^.^^, 
But,  in  principle,  the  committee  perceiw  ^^^^^j^, 
considering  the  republic  of  letters  as  one  gresico 
and  adopting  a  system  of  protection  for  "'•JgbJilV' 
which  should  be  common  to  all  parts  of  it.    *  * 
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Amendment  of  the  ConatittUian, 
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rovides  that  an  American  edition  of  the  foreign  work  for 
rhich.  an  American  copyright  has  been  obtained  shall  be 
>ublished  within  reasonable  time. 

If  the  bill  should  pass,  its  operation  in  this  country  would 
e  to  leave  the  public,  without  any  charge  for  copyright, 
1  the  undisturbed  possession  of  all  scientific  and  literary 
rorks  published  prior  to  its  passage— in  other  words,  the 
reat  mass  of  the  science  and  literature  of  the  world  ;  and 
3  entitle  the  British  and  French  author  only  to  the  bene- 
it  of  copyright  in  respect  to  works  which  may  be  publish- 
d  subsequent  to  the  passage  of  the  law. 

The  committee  cannot  anticipate  any  reasonable  or  just 
bjection  to  a  measura  thus  guarded  and  restricted.  It  may, 
adeed,  be  contended,  and  it  is  possible,  that  the  new  work, 
rhen  charged  with  Uie  expense  incident  to  the  copyright, 
aaj  come  into  the  hands  of  the  purchaser  at  a  small  ad- 
ance  beyond  what  would  be  its  price,  if  there  were  no  such 
faarg^e ;  but  this  is  by  no  means  certain.  It  is,  on  the  con- 
rary,  highly  probable  that,  when  the  American  publisher 
las  adequate  time  to  issue  carefully  an  edition  of  the  for- 
ign  woric,  without  incurring  the  extraordinary  expense 
rhich  he  now  has  to  sustain  to  make  a  hurried  publication 
if  it,  and  to  guard  himself  against  dangerous  competition, 
le  will  be  able  to  bring  it  into  the  market  as  cheaply  as  if 
he  bill  were  not  to  pass.  But  if  that  should  not  prove  to 
»e  the  case,  and  if  the  American  reader  should  have  to  pay 
i  few  cents  to  compensate  the  author  for  composing  a 
vork  by  which  he  is  instructed  and  profited,  Would  it  not 
>e  just  in  itself?  Has  any  reader  a  right  to  the  use,  with- 
>ut  remuneration,  of  intellectual  productions  which  have 
lot  yet  been  brought  into  existence,  but  lie  buried  in  the 
nind  of  genius  1  The  committee  think  not ;  and  they  be- 
ieve  that  no  American  citizen  would  not  feel  it  quite  asun- 
uat,  in  reference  to  future  publications,  to  appropriate  to 
limself  their  use,  without  any  consideration  being  paid  to 
heir  foreign  proprietors,  as  he  would  to  take  the  bale  of 
nerchandise,  in  the  case  stated,  without  paying  for  it; 
ind  he  would  the  more  readily  make  this  trifling  contri- 
lution,  when  it  secured  to  him,  instead  of  the  imperfect  and 
(lovenly  book  now  often  issued,  a  neat  and  valuable  work, 
vorthy  of  preservation. 

With  respect  to  the  constitutional  power  to  pass  the  pro- 
x>sed  bill,  the  committee  entertain  no  doubt,  and  Congress, 
19  before  stated,  has  acted  on  it  The  constitution  autho- 
izes  Congress  '*  to  promote  the  progress  of  science  and 
iseful  arts^  by  securing,  for  limited  times,  to  authors  and 
nventora^  the  exclusive  right  to  their  respective  writings 
ind  diacoveries.*'  There  is  no  limitation  of  the  power  to 
latives  or  residents  of  this  countiy.  Such  a  limitation 
vould  have  been  hostile  to  the  object  of  the  power  grant- 
ed. That  object  was  to  promote  the  progress  of  science 
md  useful  aria  They  belong  to  no  particular  country, 
•ut  to  mankind  generally.  And  it  cannot  be  doubted  that 
he  etimuluB  which  it  was  intended  to  give  to  mind  and  geni- 
iB — ^in  other  words,  the  promotion  of  the  progress  of  science 
md  the  arts — ^will  be  increased  by  the  motives  which  the 
lill  offers  to  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain  and  France. 

'Fhe  committee  conclude  by  asking  leave  to  introduce 
he  bill  which  accompanies  this  report. 


AMENDMENT    OF    THE     CONSTITUTION    OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Horsi  or  Rspbxsxntatitxs, 

Februanf2B,  1837. 

ffr»  Dromgoole,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  the 
subject  had  been  referred^  made  the  following  report  : 

The  select  committee  to  which  was  referred  so  much  of 

he  President's  message  as  relates  to  amending  the  consti- 

otion  of  the  United  States,  together  with  all  propositions 

nd  resolutions,  submitted  at  &e  last  and  present  sessions 
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of  Congress,  proposing  amendments  to  the  constitution, 
having  heretofore  been  discharged  from  the  consideration 
of  all  propositions  and  resolutions  in  reference  to  an  amend- 
ment of  the  constitution  on  the  subject  of  the  election  of 
President  and  Vice  President,  have,  according  to  order, 
had  under  consideration  the  only  remaining  proposition, 
and  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report : 

The  proposition  which  the  committee  have  had  under  con- 
sideration was  submitted  at  the  previous  session  of  this  Con« 
gress,  to  wit:  on  February  13th,  1836,  and  is  in  the  fol- 
lowing form  and  words : 

'*  Mr.  Underwood  submitted  the  following  joint  resolu- 
tion to  amend  the  constitution  of  the  United  Stales: 

*<  Reaohed  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembltd^ 
That  the  following  amendments  to  the  constitution  thereof 
be  proposed  and  recommended  to  the  Legislatures  of  the 
several  States,  for  their  ratification,  to  wit : 

<<  Amend  the  seventh  section  of  the  first  article,  by  stri- 
king out  the  words  *  two  thirds  of  wherever  they  occur, 
and  insert  the  words  '  a  majority  of  all  the  members  elect' 
edto.* 

**  Amend  the  second  section  of  the  second  article,  by  in- 
serting afler  the  words  *  and  which  shall  be  established  by 
laWf*  in  the  second  paragraph  of  that  section,  the  follow* 
ing  words :  *  except  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury^  and 
such  officers  whose  principal  duties  consist  in  collecting, 
or  in  receiving,  or  in  disoursing,  or  in  keeping  accounts 
concerning,  the  revenue  of  the  United  States,  or  any  part 
thereof,* 

**  Under  the  general  head  of  amendments,  add  the  fol- 
lowing articles,  to  wit : 

««AaTicLxXin. 

<*  §  1.  A  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury  shall  be  annually, 
or  ofiener,  if  needful,  appointed  by  the  joint  vote  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  each  Senator  and 
Representative  having  one  vote. 

<*  §  8.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  nominate, 
and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
shall  appoint,  all  officers  whose  principal  duties  consist 
either  in  collecting,  or  in  receiving,  or  in  disbursing,  or  in 
keeping  accounts  concerning,  the  revenue,  or  any  part 
thereof.  But  Congress  may,  by  law,  vest  the  appointment 
of  such  inferior  officers,  whose  duties  pertain  to  the  collec- 
tion, receipt,  or  disbursement,  of  the  revenue,  or  any  part 
of  it,  as  shall  be  deemed  proper,  in  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  alone. 

<*  ^  3.  In  case  of  the  death,  removal,  resignation,  or 
disability,  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  President 
of  the  United  States  shall  designate  some  officer  of  the 
Treasury  Department  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury  until  ^a  successor  shall  have  been  duly 
elected,  or  until  the  disability  is  removed. 

*<  §  4.  In  case  of  the  death,  removal,  resignation,  or  dis- 
ability, of  any  inferior  officer  connected  with  the  Treasury 
Department,  in  the  collection,  or  receipt,  or  disbursement 
of,  or  in  keeping  accounts  concerning,  the  revenue,  or  any 
pait  of  it,  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  shall  have  power  to  fill  the  vacancy  by  grant- 
ing commissions,  which  shall  expire  at  the  next  ensuing 
session  of  Congress,  unless  the  appointment  to  the  vacant 
office  had  been  exclusively  conferred  on  him  by  law. 

"Article  XIV. 

«Tbe  tennre  of  all  offices,  except  such  as  are  specially 
provided  for  in  the  constitution,  and  the  mode  of  removal 
from  office,  shall  be  regulated  by  Congress. 

•*  Articlx  XV. 

*'  Senators  and  Representatives  shall  not  be  eligible  to 

any  office  on  the  nomination  of  the  President,  or  on  the 

nomination  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  during  the 

time  for  which  they  were  respectfully  elected  to  serve  in 
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the  Congreu  of  the  United  States,  and  for  two  years  next 
ensuing  the  expiration  thereof. 

*'  Resolved^  That  whenever  three  fourths  of  the  Legisla- 
tttTM  of  the  several  States  shall  ratify  the  foregoing  propo- 
sed amendments,  or  any  one  or  more  of  them,  the  same, 
as  thus  ratified,  shall  be  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
M  a  part  of  the  constitution.*' 

Your  committee  deem  it  proper  to  quote  fully  the  seventh 
section  of  the  first  article  of  the  constitution,  in  order  that 
the  ametidment  proposed  thereto  may  be  correctly  under- 
stood. 

**  Abticiz  I. 

**8xCTiOK  7th.  All  bills  for  raising  revenue  shall  origi- 
nate in  the  House  of  Representatives,  but  the  Senate  may 
propone  or  concur  with  amendments,  as  on  other  bills« 

**  Every  bill  which  shall  have  passed  the  House  of  Rep* 
rescntatives  and  the  Senate,  shall,  before  it  become  a  law, 
be  presented  to  the  President  of  the  United  States ;  if  he 
approve,  be  shall  sign  it ;  but  if  not,  he  shall  return  it, 
with  his  objections,  to  that  House  in  which  it  shall  have 
originated,  who  shall  enter  the  objections  at  Isrge  on  their 
journal,  and  proceed  to  reconsider  it.  If,  aflcr  such  recon- 
sideration, two  thirds  of  the  House  shall  agree  to  pass 
the  bill,  it  shall  be  sent,  tugether  with  the  objections,  to 
the  other  House,  by  which  it  shall  likewise  be  reconsider- 
ed, and,  if  approved  by  two  thirds  of  that  House,  it  shall 
become  a  law.  But,  in  all  such  cases,  the  votes  of  both 
Houses  shall  be  determined  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the 
namee  of  the  persons  voting  for  and  against  the  bill  shall 
be  entered  on  the  journal  of  each  House,  respectively.  If 
any  bill  shall  not  be  returned  by  the  President  within  ten 
days  (Sundays  excepted)  after  it  shall  have  been  presented 
to  him,  the  same  shall  be  a  law,  in  like  manner  as  if  he 
had  signed  it,  unless  the  Congress,  by  their  adjournment, 
prevent  its  return,  in  which  case  it  shall  not  be  a  law. 

** Every  order,  resolution,  or  vote,  to  which  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  may  be 
necessary,  (except  on  a  question  of  adjournment,)  shall  be 
presented  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and,  be- 
fore the  same  shall  take  effect,  shall  be  approved  by  him, 
or,  being  disapproved  by  him,  shall  be  repassed  by  two 
thirds  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repiesentatives,  accord- 
ing to  the  rules  and  limitations  prescribed  in  the  case  of  a  bill." 

A  single  glance  will  readily  discover  that  the  amendment 
.seeks  a  modification  of  what  is  commonly  denominated  the 
veto  power.  It  proposes  (whenever  a  bill  or  resolution 
shall  have  been  returned  by  the  President  with  his  objec- 
tions) that,  instead  of  the  concurrence  of  two  thirds  of 
each  House,  the  concurrence  of  a  majority  of  all  the  mem- 
bers elected  to  each  House  shall  be  necessary  to  repass  it. 

The  fifth  section  of  the  first  article  provides  that  a  *<  ma* 
jority  of  each  House  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  do  busi- 
ness." 

In  one  state  of  things  the  amendment  might  require  a 
■mailer  number,  and  in  another  state  of  things  a  greater 
number,  to  overrule  the  negative,  than  is  at  present  re- 
quired. These  posidons  will  be  rendered  perfectly  plain 
by  illustration.  The  whole  number  of  members  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  is  242  ;  o{  which,  122  is  a  ma- 
jority and  a  constitutional  quorum.  Suppose  a  bare  quo- 
rum to  be  present,  and  a  liare  majority  (62)  shall  pass  a 
bill,  which  bill  is  diiapproved  by  the  President,  and  return- 
ed with  his  objections:  in  this  condition  of  things,  the 
amendment  would  require  the  unanimous  vote  of  the 
House  to  repass  it,  which  would  be  an  addition  of  60  to 
the  original  vote,  and  40  more  than  the  constitution  would 
now  require ;  because  82,  being  two  thirds,  would  be  suffi- 
cient— an  addition  of  twenty  ta  the  original  vote.  At 
present,  82  to  40  would  sustain  the  bill  against  the  Presi- 
dent ;  but,  under  the  amendment,  as  it  would  require  the 
whole  quorum,  122,  it  might  happen  that  a  single  member 
could  uphold  the  presidential  veto  against  121. 


But  suppose  that  the  whole  number  elected,  S42,  be 
present;  then  the  affirmative  vote  of  122  ignecmu^u 
the  passage  of  a  bill.  In  this  supposed  csce,  a  retutcd 
bill  would  require  the  vote  of  162  to  repsn  ituDdertite 
existing  constitutional  provision ;  whilst,  under  the  pro(!0- 
sed  alteration,  the  same  122  might  still  give  it  ff&ct,  in(i^ 
fiance  of  the  veto.  The  negative  of  the  PrendeDt,  tho, 
would  be  only  equivalent  to  a  motion  to  reconsidtr,  uu 
40  members  less  would  be  required,  in  the  sfBrmative,  tbi3 
are  required  by  the  present  arrangement  of  the  constitatks 

In  the  first  supposed  case,  the  veto  is  too  poveiful,  b(> 
cause  it  can  only  be  overruled  by  a  unsnimoDf  vote,  b 
the  last  case,  it  may  have  no  final  effect  in  trmtinK  ^ 
acts  of  the  Legislature,  because  the  same  number  of  bxc- 
bers,  and  the  same  majority,  may  act  u  efiectivelr  lik 
the  return  of  the  bill,  as  they  did  on  its  ori^il  pasa^ 

From  the  exhibited  results,  in  the  two  eitieme  cus 
supposed,  it  becomes  apparent,  that  as  you  taceod  frost 
bare  quorum  to  a  greater  number,  and  as  yon  deKfod  fra 
the  whole  number  to  a  smaller  one,  the  difierence  in  !^ 
operation  of  the  existing  provision  and  &e  propoced  iltta- 
tion  gradually  diminishes.  In  other  wordi,  the  preso; 
qualification  of  the  negative,  and  the  desired  rabitit^ti. 
gradually  approximate  from  the  two  extreme  poinii,  raji 
they  meet  on  exactly  middle  ground,  separated  bi  noC' 
tervening  space,  and  without  any  difference  in  the  m^ 
of  their  agency  to  force  them  into  compariion  iimI  cdifr 
ion.  For  example,  take  the  mean  number,  which  iil^* 
In  case  of  a  returned  bill,  the  contemplated  chaogc  w«d 
still  require  122,  being  a  majority  of  all  the  menibcne>3 
ed,  to  concur  in  its  re-enactment ;  and  the  cowwoaa 
would  also  require  122,  being  two  ^trds  of  a  Howe^ 
sisting  of  182.  Let  it  also  be  observed,  that  if  i  Id 
should  pass  by  the  vote  of  a  bare  majority,  92,  tndber«*nf2j 
by  the  President,  under  either  plan  an  additional 'oK.j 
SO  would  be  necessary  to  repass  it.  If  it  be  more  &ff^ 
reasonable  to  test  the  merits  of  this  measure  by  vtp^^ 
based  upon  the  mean,  rather  than  upon  either  «iy«?« 
then  the  conclusion  is  attained  that  the  sabstiiuUii  ^ 
"majority,"  as  proposed,  for  "two  tbirda,"  i«,  fe' ^^ 
practical  purposes,  no  amendment  or  alteration  at  all;  ^ 
therefore,  its  adoption  ought  not  to  be  urged  tm  byi 
mere  desire  that  those  may  be  grarified  who  are  "ever fit- 
dious  of  change,  and  fond  of  novelty."  g 

Your  committee  do  not  know  the  fact,  norba«thfTPl 
an  opportunity  of  examining  the  journal  for  in  wc^"^' 
ment ;  but  they  will,  nevertheless,  hazsrd  the  coDJec^^t 
that  the  mean  between  the  whole  number  and  a  but  i»y 
ity  of  the  whole  will  be  found  to  be  a  fiiir  specirn" /^ 
average  attendance  of  the  members  of  the  House  of  B^l^ 
sentatives.  It  does  not  come  within  the  recollection «  ^ 
committee  to  have  seen  it  sUted  that  this  estimate  oi  i^ 
age  attendance  constituted  the  basis  upon  which  toe  ^\ 
currence  of  two  thirds  of  the  House  was  made  to  reM 
cases  where  the  President,  disapproving,  refoaet  tofip 
It  may,  however,  well  be  supposed  to  have  occurred tt|- 
wise  and  calculating  framers  of  the  conatitutioB,  ^^ ' 


>-«   •W'vr  «n>-^»  «r«»awM  •«•«-■  aa^  ^  m  ■mm  ^mm-^^  m  mm  -mm  m  WVV^         -^^  -  -  . 

have  had  some  agency  in  fixing  the  requiremeot  i" 
thirds.     In  ordinary  cases,  two  thirds  of  those  io  acto^-^^ 
tendance  will  very  nearly  approximate  to  the  in»i**l 


the  whole  number  elected. 


I  \0^  ™ 


The  7th  section  of  the  Ist  article  prewrvcsaunnonj- 
tio,  in  case  of  veto,  between  the  powera  of  the  rr«^ 
i^nd  the  Congress,  in  every  variety  of  a  quorum,  fr«  ^ 
bare  majority  to  the  entire  number ;  whilst  the  ^ 
change  destroys  this  uniformity.  The  constitutioiv » 
tained  in  this  particular  by  all  experience,  ha»  ^f^'^ 
that  legislation  may  safely  proceed  in  the  absence  of  »* 
of  the  members  of  tho  legislaUve  body.  It  has  not  i<^ 
held  to  be  indispensable— indeed,  it  may  be  cj}nader««-^ 
terly  hopeless  and  impracticable — to  secure  their  ''^ 
mous  attendance.    The  constitution,  pumiing  la ''' 
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mg  guide — the  wisdom  of  experience — haa  ordained  and 
tfublished  that  a  majority  of  Uie  whole  number  is  both  a 
afe  and  practicable  quorum.  It  is  a  fixed  principle  of  the 
;onstitution9  that  the  whole  number  of  each  branch  of  the 
legislature,  or  a  majority  thereof,  is  competent  to  transact 
tunness;  and,  bath  being  equally  oimpetent,  the  same 
ole  is  impartially  applied  to  both :  and  in  case  of  the  veto, 
wo  thirds  are  invariably  required  to  pass  the  bill  or  resolu- 
ion. 

The  amendment  leaves  unassailed  the  principle  that  the 
vhole  number^  or  a  bare  majority ,  are  equally  competent  to 
egislate,  and  yet  gives  a  different  rule  or  measure  of  power 
n  reference  to  the  President's  negative.  With  a  bare  ma- 
ority,  the  unanimous  concurrence  of  a  competent  body  isre- 
[aired ;  whiUt,  with  the  whole  number  present,  a  bare  ma- 
ority  is  deemed  sufficient— the  very  smallest  number  which 
»uld  originally  adopt  any  measure.  This  inequality  of 
>penuion  is,  of  itself,  an  insurmountable  objection  to  the 
u>DtempUted  plan.  The  uniform  and  just  provision  of  the 
'th  aectioQ  of  the  1st  article  highly  recommends  its  unalter- 
id  preservation. 

The  committee  might  here  conclude  this  part  of  the  mat- 
er under  review,  being  well  satisfied  that  &ey  have  clear- 
y  demonstrated  the  superiority  of  the  existing  arrangement 
»ver  the  modification  contained  in  the  amendment.  But 
II,  peradventure,  there  may  be  some  lurking  hostility  to 
hs  very  existence  of  the  "  veto,"  your  committee  will  in- 
lulge  in  a  brief  inquiry  into  the  propriety  of  its  introduc- 
ion  into  the  constitution. 

The  wise  framers  of  our  constitution,  discarding  the  ap- 
mheosion  « that  a  vigorous  Executive  is  inconsistent  with 
he  geniuii  of  a  republican  Government,"  proceeded  upon 
he  idea  that  '*  energy  in  the  Executive  is  a  leading  char- 
icter  in  the  definition  of  good  government  ;'*  preserving, 
lowever,  in  the  organization  of  thia  department,  "  a  due 
lependence  on  the  people ;  a  due  responsibility."  Requi- 
lite  energy  can  only  be  imparted  to  the  Executive  by  the 
)estowal  of  « competent  powers."  Among  the  "compe- 
ent  powers,"  the  same  wise  and  virtuous  statesmen  thought 
t  necessary  to  include  "the  qualified  negative  of  the  Pres- 
dent  upon  the  acta  or  resolutions  of  the  two  Houses  of  the 
legislature ;  or,  in  other  words,  his  power  of  returning  all 
lillt,  with  objections,  which  will  have  the  effect  of  preventing 
heir  becoming  laws,  unless  they  should  afVerwards  be  ratified 
7  two  thirds  of  each  of  the  component  members  of  the  legis- 
atire  body."  The  qualified  negative  thus  bestowed  on  the 
'resident,  with  a  single  exception — the  question  of  ad- 
oamment — may  be  applied,  according  to  his  own  sense  of 
^  propriety  or  necessity  of  the  case,  without  restraint  or 
liscrimination,  to  any  act  or  resolution  of  the  two  Houses 
>f  Congress.  There  was  a  two-fold  object  in  granting  this 
^ower.  In  the  first  place,  it  was  designed  as  a  means  of 
elf-defence  to  the  Executive,  to  enable  the  President  to 
counteract  such  proceedings  of  the  legislative  branch  as 
end  to  absorb  the  proper  powers  or  infringe  the  just  rights 
)f  the  Executive.  In  the  second  place,  it  was  intended  to 
ifibrd  to  the  people  themselves,  through  the  instrumentali- 
7  ^f  a  President  of  their  own  free  choice,  and  possessing 
j^eir  confidence,  **  an  additional  security  against  the  enac- 
ion  of  improper  laws." 

Vour  committee  fHI  not  dwell  on  the  tendency  of  the 
egislative  body  occasionally,  especially  in  a  free  represent- 
tUve  Government,  to  absorb  the  powers  of  the  other  depart- 
Q^nts ;  nor  will  they  detain  the  House  by  a  reference  to 
he  previous  history  of  Stale  and  Federal  legislation,  to 
>rove  that  sometimes  a  majority  of  the  legislative  body  may 
iappen  to  act  under  the  influence  of  factious  feelings,  of 
A  ill-advised  precipitancy,  or  some  hasty  impulse  unfriend- 
y  to  the  public  good.  Your  committee  are  contented  to 
illude  to  facta  attested  by  all  experience,  and  which  no 
Ban  of  candor  will  deny.  It  is  not  a  disturbed  and  fever- 
*b  imagination  which  supposes,  it  la  the  recorded  evi- 


dence of  American  experiments  in  the  acience  of  govern- 
ment which  establishes,  that  there  are  evils  inherent  in, 
and  inseparable  from,  a  legislative  body  composed  of  repre- 
sentatives freely  chosen  by  the  Rreat  mass  of  the  people. 

For  these  evils  a  remedy  was  Bought  in  the  creation  of  a 
counterpoise.  The  creation  of  a  counterpoise  was  evident- 
ly the  result  of  that  wise  putriotistm  which  designs  to  call 
philosophy  to  its  aid.  The  sagacity  to  perceive  imperfec- 
tions, without  the  philosophical  prudence  to  provide  the 
antidote,  might,  in  a  moment  of  hasty  despair,  induce  the 
abandonment  of  the  whole  system  of  representative  govern- 
ment ;  because  the  finite  intellect  of  man  was  insufilicient 
to  make  it  perfect,  or  secure  it  at  all  times  from  the  influ- 
ence of  the  *iassions,  the  prejudices,  and  wickedness^  of 
those  who  might  be  intrusted  with  its  adminiatration. 

It  ia  considered  undeniable  that  the  plan  of  representa- 
tive government— of  conferring  the  law-making  power  up- 
on delegates  freely  and  fairly  elected — is  not  only  benefi- 
cial, but  absolutely  necessary,  to  the  advancement  of  hu- 
man happiness  to  the  greatest  attainable  degree.  It  must 
be  conceded,  however,  that  this  plan  must  unavoidably  par- 
take, in  some  degree,  of  the  imperfections  of  human  na- 
ture— must  inevitably,  at  times,  be  exposed  to  partial  or 
temporary  evils.  The  maturest  wisdom  plainly  dictatea 
that  it  is  far  better  to  temper,  to  modify,  to  ameliorate,  to 
counteract,  these  partial  and  temporary  tendencies  to  evi]« 
than  to  avoid  their  occurrence  by  a  total  abandonment  of 
the  system. 

Has  the  institution  of  the  qualified  negative  aflS>rded  the 
remedy  for  those  occasional  and  temporary,  but  inherent, 
evils  of  a  representative  legislative  body  to  which  your  com- 
mittee have  alluded  ?  Or  has  its  application,  taking  into 
view  the  whole  period  of  the  existence  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment,  produced  opposite  evils,  more  durable  and  of 
greater  magnitude  1  Has  the  exercise  of  this  power,  since 
the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution,  been  arbitrary,  ca- 
pricious, and  altogether  too  frequent  ?  Or  haa  this  power, 
upon  the  whole,  been  exerted  to  defend  the  people  and  the 
States  against  the  bad  effects  of  a  legialative  usurpation  of 
powers  belonging  to  other  departments,  as  also  against 
hasty,  improvident,  and  unconstitutional  enactments  t 
Tlie  answer  to  these  interrogatories  will  famish  a  satiafac- 
tory  solution  of  the  problem,  whether  the  principle  of  a 
qualified  negative  has  been  wisely  and  safely  introduced 
into  our  federal  system. 

Daring  the  term  of  the  present  incumbent,  this  power 
has  been  exerted  on  several  occasions  of  great  moment ; 
and  your  committee  cannot  doubt  but  that  this  circumstance 
has  suggested,  to  those  disapproving  the  conduct  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive in  those  instances,  the  proposed  modification.  It 
would  be  an  improper  consumption  of  time,  and  would  ex- 
tend this  report  to  an  unreasonable  length,  to  engage  in  a 
discussion  of  the  merits  of  these  several  applicationa  of  the 
«*  veto."  7^hcy  were  subjects  of  protracted,  animated,  and 
able  debate,  before  the  common  constituents  of  the  Legisla- 
ture and  Executive.  The  multiplied  developments  of  pub- 
lic sentiment  cannot  have  failed  to  produce  the  conviction, 
on  the  mind  of  every  candid  and  attentive  observer  of  pass- 
ing events,  that,  in  all  the  various  conflicts  in  relation  to 
the  *' veto,"  the  President  has  been  fully  sustained  by  the 
people,  and  by  a  majority  of  the  States  composing  this  con- 
federacy. 

Your  committee,  taking  a  cursory  view  of  this  portion 
of  the  history  of  the  Federal  Government,  do  not  find  any 
instance  which  they  are  prepared  to  condemn  as  a  wanton 
or  tyrannical  display  of  this  executive  shield.  They  do  not 
believe  that  its  protection  has  been  sought  capriciously,  or 
with  too  much  frequency.  Judging,  therefore,  from  ante- 
rior occurrence*,  and  looking  to  the  future  with  an  un« 
jaundiced  eye,  no  ground  can  be  discovered  upon  which  to 
rest  the  smallest  apprehenaion  of  subsequent  obstruction  to 
wise  legislation,  or  of  a  violation  or  suppression  of  the  con- 
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stitutional  righu  of  Congress.  Whilst  it  is  true  that  *«  there 
are  men  who,  under  any  circamstanccs,  will  have  the 
courage  to  do  their  duty  at  every  hazard/'  yet  '*the  supe- 
rior weight  and  influence  of  the  legislative  body,  in  a  free 
Government,  and  the  hazard  to  the  Executive  in  a  trial  of 
strength  with  that  body,  afford  a  satisfactory  security  that 
the  negative  would  generally  be  employed  with  great  cau- 
tion ;  and  that,  in  its  exercise,  there  would  oflener  be  room 
for  a  charge  of  timidity  than  of  rashness."  From  a  careful 
examination  of  the  arguments  adduced,  both  in  favor  of  the 
qualified  negative  and  in  opposition  to  it,  your  committee 
have  drawn  the  conclusion  that  it  is  a  wise,  prudent,  and 
salutary  provision ;  and  that  the  constitution,  in  this  partic- 
ular, should  be  permitted  to  rest  undisturbed. 

The  next  branch  of  the  proposed  amendment,  in  the  es- 
timation of  your  committee,  aims  a  still  more  fatal  blow  at 
the  independence  and  integrity  of  the  Executive.  The 
committee  have  most  carefully  examined  it ;  they  have  be- 
stowed on  it  that  deliberate  reflection  which  its  importance 
and  its  novelty  seemed  to  demand.  In  the  language  of 
the  constitution,  "  the  executive  power  is  vested  in  a  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  of  America."  Congress  may, 
and  it  is  their  duty  to,  enact  any  law  which  may  be  both 
necessary  and  proper,  for  carrying  into  execution  the  pow- 
er vested  in  the  President  The  constitution  authorizes 
the  President  to  require  the  opinion,  in  writing,  of  the 
principal  officer  in  each  of  the  executive  departments,  upon 
any  subject  relating  to  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices. 
The  constitution,  therefore,  expressly  authorizes  "ex- 
ecutive departments,"  and  a  "  principal  officer"  in  each ; 
which  '*  principal  officers"  are  elsewhere  denominated 
<< heads  of  departments."  These  "executive  depart- 
ments," with  their  principal  and  inferior  officers,  were  in- 
tended as  auxiliaries  to  the  President;  to  enable  him,  by 
a  proper  use  of  their  labor  and  services,  efficiently  to  exer- 
cise his  powers,  and  faithfully  to  fulfil  his  duties.  It  could 
not  have  been  intended  to  vest  in  them,  either  separately 
or  aggregately,  any  part  of  the  executive  power ;  for  this, 
as  we  have  seen,  "is  vested  in  a  President  of  the  United 
States  of  America." 

Congress  may,  as  they  have  done,  very  properly  pass 
laws  to  establish  and  organize  the  contemplated  executive 
departments ;  but  may  not,  without  a  palpable  violation  of 
the  constitution,  impart  to  any  one,  or  to  all,  any  portion 
of  executive  power.  The  framers  of  the  constitution,  by 
vesting  the  executive  power  solely  in  the  President,  have 
rejected  the  doctrine  of  the  plurality,  and  have  established 
that  of  the  unity,  of  the  Executive.  Among  the  powers  of 
the  Executive,  as  settled  at  the  very  outset  of  the  Govern- 
ment, is  the  appointment  and  removal  of  officers.  The 
power  of  appointment  is  qualified ;  for  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
President  to  nominate,  and  Uien  to  appoint,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.  So  the  treaty-ma- 
Jung  power  belongs  to  the  President ;  but,  in  its  exercise, 
it  is  his  duty  to  consult  the  Senate.  There  are  instances 
in  which  the  Executive  is  bound  to  consult  one  branch  of 
the  legislative  body ;  and  the  refusal  of  their  advice  and 
consent  prevents  the  performance  of  the  intended  act. 
They  are  not  instances  of  a  division  of  executive  power,  or 
of  its  joint  exercise  by  the  President  and  Senate.  The 
want  of  advice  and  consent  restrains  and  arrests  the  pro- 
posed action  of  the  Executive ;  but  restraint  or  check  upon 
a  given  power  is  surely  not  a  participation  in  its  exercise. 
The  qualified  negative  of  the  President  is  a  check  upon  le- 
gislative power ;  but  certainly  the  President  is  no  part  of 
the  law-making  power,  which  is  vested  in  "a  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  which  shall  consist  of  a  Senate  and 
Ifouse  of  Representatives.*'  These  distinctions  are  not 
nice  metaphysical  subtleties  ;  they  are  plain  and  obvious, 
and  are  necessary  to  the  preservation  of  the  great  principle 
laid  down,  in  effect,  in  the  constitution :  that  the  Legisla- 
tive and  Executive  shall  be  kept  separate  and  distinct,  so 


that  neither  exercise  the  powers  properly  belongios  to  tk 
other. 

Article  1st,  section  1st,  of  the  constitution,  declam*^a8 
legislative  power,  herein  granted,  shall  be  vested  in  t  Cos- 
gress  of  the  United  States,  which  shall  consist  of  t  Seoite 
and  House  of  Representatives." 

Article  2d,  section  Ist,  declares  <*  the  ezectitiTe  povn 
shall  be  vested  in  a  President  of  the  United  States  of  Aiur- 
ica."  These  two  sections,  placed  in  juxtapositioD,  i^ 
viewed  in  contrast,  fully  show  that  a  complete  sepirttia 
of  the  legislative  and  executive  powers  was  designed.  Eadi 
part  of  the  constitution  should  be  so  construed  u  to  |pi 
etSsct  to  the  whole ;  and  no  construction  should  be  conott- 
nanced,  if  it  can  be  possibly  avoided,  which  does  Tiolaee 
to  one  of  the  great  fundamental  principles  which  the  bed 
writers  on  government  consider,  and  have  demonstntedto 
be,  essential  to  a  wise  administration  of  delegsted  povcf : 
and,  indeed,  to  the  security  of  civil  liberty.  The  poverof 
removal  from  office,  however,  is  unqualified :  it  mtj  be  ex- 
erted without  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  The 
Treasury  Department,  as  established  and  organiied  it  ite 
commencement  of  the  Government,  was  considered  to  be 
one  of  the  '*  executive  departments"  mentioned  in  the  oob- 
stitution,  and  has  been  so  regarded  ever  since.  If  it  ie 
not  an  executive  department,  it  is  not  known  to  or  ntbo- 
rized  by  the  eonstitution.  It  will  not  be  pretended  thai  it 
is  a  legislative  or  judicial  department ;  i(  therefore,  it  be 
not  "executive,"  it  is  a  nondescript,  an  exotic,  and  ivt 
of  indigenous  growth  upon  the  soil  of  the  constitntisa. 
From  the  foregoing  views,  yoiv  committee  are  justified  d 
asserting,  that  there  is  unity  in  the  Executive,  and  ik)6' 
vision  of  its  power;  that  the  Treasury  Department  iiffi 
executive  department ;  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treassir 
is  consequently  an  executive  officer,  sppointed  b;  tl» 
President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Sib- 
ate ;  and  removable  by  the  President,  without  the  sdviee 
and  consent  of  the  Senate.  These  are  the  settled  pioo- 
pies  of  the  constitution,  with  which  the  practice  of  tbe 
Government  has  conformed  from  its  estabUshment  to  tiie 
present  time. 

It  is  now  proposed,  by  an  amendment,  or  rMber  by js 
alteration  of  the  constitution,  to  change  the  prevent  nw 
of  appointing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  that  of  ffl 
annual  election  by  joint  vote  of  the  two  Houses  of  Coogiea ; 
and,  also,  to  divest  the  President  of  that  part  of  the  execs- 
tive  power  which  may  be  exerted  in  relation  to  n^ 
laws  and  revenue  officers,  and  to  vest  tbe  same  in  the  ?K' 
retary  of  the  Treasury.  It  is  a  proposition,  then,  to  »«* 
the  executive  power  between  the  President  and  the  Setft- 
tary  of  the  Treasury.  The  idea  of  dividing  eiwiw 
power— of  giving  one  portion  separately  and  inuepeoiiok 
to  one  officer,  and  another  portion  separately  and  indepeK- 
ently  to  another  officer— is  believed  to  be  purely  po^R 
The  examination  which  your  committee  have  had  on*  i-' 
make  has  not  enabled  them  to  learn  that  this  pno<^  rj 
ever  been  introduced  into  the  Government  of  any  ciw^j 
nation.  Whilst,  therefore,  it  surely  cornea  toitfwi'^'j 
the  attractions  which  novelty  may  give  it,^  y*J  **  ^°"" 
claim  any  veneration  or  respect  from  its  antiquity,  01  f 
tend  that  its  utility  and  wisdom  have  been  tested  bjr  expe- 
rience. About  the  time  of  the  formation  of  the  eola- 
tions of  the  old  States,  and  of  the  adoption  of  the  P|««" 
federal  constitution,  there  was  some  division  of  ipw*^ 
and  much  discussion,  as  to  the  merits  of  a  single  «"d  p 
Executive.     An  eminent  writer  has  remarked  that '  ^^ 


may  be  destroyed  In  two  way*— either  by  ^"""jj.'^'rjl! 
er  in  two  or  more  magistrates  of  equal  dignity  and  aa 
ty,  or  by  vesting  it  ostensibly  in  one  man ;  subject,  ^^  ^ 
or  in  part,  to  the  control  and  co-operation  of  oihen,  » 
capacity  of  counsellors  to  him.  Of  the  first,  the  two  ^^ 
suls  of  Rome  may  serve  as  an  example ;  of  the  last,  wc^, 
find  examples  in  the  constitutions  of  several  of  the  •^n 


APPENDIX— 7o  Gak»  Sf  Seaton's  Register. 


253 


Amendment  of  the  CorutituHon. 


[tUth  Cove.  3d  Sxtt. 


[n  both  the  modoB  detignatod,  the  unity  of  the  Ezeeative 
nay  be  destroyed,  bat  in  neither  instance  it  there  a  par- 
ition  of  executive  power.  A  superficial  reference  to  Ro- 
man histoiy,  in  the  time  of  the  Consuls,  might  induce  the 
>eltef  that  the  executive  power  was  divid^ ;  it  is,  how- 
ever, not  so.  The  Consuls  were  executive  officers,  with 
oint  and  equal  power ;  but  either,  in  the  absence  of  the 
>ther,  might  exercise  the  executive  power  singly.  Hence, 
if  conaent,  they  often  divided  the  Government.  One 
governed  Rome  and  its  environs,  the  other  governed 
>ne  or  more  of  the  provinces ;  yet  the  executive  power 
vas  not  divided,  for  each,  within  his  limits,  exercised 
be  whole  executive  power.  Your  committee  repeat  that 
hey  can  find  no  precedent  in  ancient  or  modern  times. 
Jnable,  therefore,  to  derive  any  advantage  from  historical 
eaearcb  on  this  subject,  they  can  only  consult  the  dictates 
>f  common  sense  and  sober  judgment.  Your  committee 
ura  of  opinion  that,  in  relation  to  the  Federal  Government 
)articalarly,  every  argument  which  may  be  urged  against  a 
HoraJity  in  the  Executive  applies  with  equal  if  not  greater 
brce  against  a  disjointed  Executive.  No  one  of  ordinary  I 
ntelligence  and  candor  can  doubt  the  necessity  of  vigor 
ind  energy  in  the  Executive.  No  one  will  question  the 
preat  philosophical  truth,  that  concentration  promotes 
trength,  and  that  diffusion  or  division  impairs.  Hence, 
f  the  executive  power  be  difl\ised  among  a  plurality,  or  di- 
rided  among  several,  we  must  necessarily  have  a  weak  and 
nefficient  Executive.  And  it  has  with  strict  propriety  been 
emarked  "  that  a  feeble  Executive  implies  a  feeble  exeeu- 
ion  of  the  Government ;  a  feeble  execution  is  but  another 
>hr«se  for  a  bad  execution  ;  and  a  Government  ill  executed, 
vhatever  it  may  be  in  theory,  must  be,  in  practice,  a  bad 
^ovemoMnt.*'  Should  this  portion  of  executive  power  be 
aken  from  the  President,  and  conferred  on  the  Secretary  of 
he  Treasury^^oold  the  President  be  deprived  of  all  com- 
Qunion  with,  and  control  over,  **  all  officers  whose  princi- 
«!  duties  consist  either  in  collecting,  or  receiving,  or  in  dis- 
bursing, or  in  keeping  accounts  concerning,  the  revenue^  or 
iiy  part  thereof,**  how  could  he,  in  sudi  a  condition  of 
hinge,  with  regard  to  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  United 
States,  *'  from  time  to  time  give  to  the  Congress  information 
»f  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  recommend  to  their  considera- 
ion  such  measures  as  he  shall  judge  necessary  and  expe- 
lieot !"  How  could  he  "  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faith- 
tilly  executed  ?"  In  the  practical  administration  of  the 
vovemment,  therefore,  this  proposed  division  of  power 
rould  seem  likely  to  produce  the  most  pernicious  effect 
>nly  extend  this  principle  of  a  division  of  executive  pow- 
r  ;  apply  it  to  each  of  the  other  departments ;  confide  to  the 
lead  of  each  department  the  entire  control  over  the  business 
Hotted  to  it,  independent  of,  and  unconnected  with,  the 
'resident ;  almost  the  whole  mass  of  executive  power  will 
hen  have  been  parcelled  out  to  officers  not  chosen  by  the 
eople,  bat  the  dependants  of  Congress ;  and  thus  the  Pres- 
lent  will  be  rendered  comparatively  powerless  and  ineffi- 
ient ;  confusion  of  business,  distraction  of  councils,  imbe- 
ilitj  of  administration,  will  be  the  natural  and  deplorable 
fleets  of  division.  The  simplicity  of  our  system  will  be 
>0t  in  a  variety  and  complication,  incomprehensible  to  the 
lain  sense  of  ordinary  men.  If  your  committee  have  suc- 
eeded,  as  they  trust  they  have,  in  showing  that  the  pro- 
oaed  division  of  executive  power  ought  not  to  be  incor- 
orated  into  the  constitution,  then  it  might  be  considered 
uperfiuous  to  examine  the  proposed  mode  of  appointment, 
t  is,  however,  a  fit  occasion  to  suggest  that  the  election 
nnually  of  an  executive  officer,  with  extensive  power  and 
atronage,  by  Congress,  might,  in  time,  become  a  fruitful 
ource  of  intrigue  and  corruption ;  and  the  consequent  de- 
endenoe  of  this  officer  upon  Congress  might,  virtually, 
iolate  that  sound  principle  of  keeping  separate  and  distinct 
le  legislative  and  executive  branches  of  the  Grovemment. 
Upon  the  supposition  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurr, 


under  the  contemplated  change  of  the  constitution,  was  to 
be  really  and  bona  fide  an  independent  executive  officer,  it 
ha&f,  nevertheless,  been  shown  that  the  principle  of  division 
is  in  itself  wrong,  and  cannot  be  sustained.  But  whilst  it 
is  readily  conceded  that,  under  the  new  arrangement,  he 
would  be  independent  of  the  President,  it  is,  however,  de« 
nied  that  he  would  be  independent  of  the  Legislature.  It 
is  a  miserable  solecism  to  pronounce  that  officer  independ- 
ent who  is  expressly  made  to  depend  annually,  or  oftener 
if  needful,  upon  Congress,  for  his  place  and  his  compensa- 
tion ;  he  could  not  be  other  than  a  Owning  creature  of  Con« 
grass,  watching  the  indications  of  their  inclinations  for  his 
guidance,  rather  than  consulting  his  own  dispassionate 
judgment  Should  this  constitutional  alteration  be  effect- 
ed. Congress  will,  practically  and  essentially,  have  absorb- 
ed a  large  share  of  executive  power;  and  the  sanction  of 
thb  scheme  will  add  another  to  the  many  proofs  of  the  ten- 
dency, especially  in  free  Governments,  of  the  legislative  to 
appropriate  to  itself  some  of  the  powers  properly  bebnging 
to  the  other  branches. 

It  will  not  escape  the  observation  of  a  discerning  public, 
that  certain  executive  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  depoaite 
and  custody  of  the  moneys  of  the  United  States  are,  in  all 
probability,  the  groundwork  of  this  attempted  innovation 
upon  the  settled  principles  of  the  constitution.  A  bare  or- 
der issued  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under  the  di- 
rection and  vrith  the  approbation  of  the  President,  direct- 
ing that  the  then  Bank  of  the  United  States  should  be  discon- 
tinued as  the  depository  of  the  collected  revenue  of  the 
country,  and  that,  after  a  given  time,  the  collectors  and  re- 
ceivera  should  deposite  it  *'  elsewhere*'  for  safe  keeping, 
was  seised  upon  as  a  suitable  occasion  for  a  concerted  clam- 
or throughout  the  Union,  that  the  Treasury  had  been  law- 
lessly violated,  and  that  the  union  of  the  sword  and  purse, 
in  the  person  of  the  President,  menaced  the  liberties  of  the 
nation  with  immediate  destruction.  It  is  no  part  of  the 
business  of  the  committee  to  discuss,  in  this  place,  the  pro- 
priety of  the  removal  of  a  former  head  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, or  to  examine  the  legality  and  expediency  of  the 
removal  of  the  depositee ;  they  have  referred  to  these  mat- 
tera  for  the  purpose  of  tracing  to  its  true  source  this  charge 
of  a  union  of  the  sword  and  purse,  which  is  used  as  a  pre- 
text for  a  radical  alteration  of  the  fundamental  law.  Should 
it  be  made  manifest  that  this  imputed  union  of  the  sword 
and  purse  is  the  creature  of  a  vivid  fancy,  rather  than  a 
real  existence,  the  argument  which  lests  upon  such  an  as- 
sumption will  have  been  annihilated.  What,  let  it  be  can- 
didly inquired,  constitutes  a  concentration  of  the  power  of 
the  sword  and  purse  in  the  hands  of  the  same  person  ? 
When  an  individual,  either  by  g^oss  usurpation,  or  by  the 
unfortunate  and  ill-advised  consent  of  the  community, 
has  attained  the  high  prerogative  of  declaring  war  at  his 
own  mere  will  and  caprice ;  of  raising  armies  at  his  own 
pleasure  to  prosecute  such  war ;  of  levying  and  collecting 
money  by  his  own  arbitrary  edict,  and  of  disbursing  this 
extorted  treasure  at  his  own  unlimited  discretion ;  such  an 
individual  would  combine  in  his  own  hands  the  power  of 
the  sword  and  purse.  In  such  a  state  of  things,  the  coun- 
try would  be  under  the  rule  of  a  tyrant;  and  revolution,  of 
the  most  sanguinary  kind,  for  the  rescue  of  liberty  from 
the  rapacious  grasp  of  despotism,  would  justly  claim  the 
approbation  of  men  and  angels.  Looking,  however,  into 
the  provisions  of  our  constitution,  and  the  practice  of  the 
Government  under  it,  there  can  be  seen  no  color  for  the 
charge  of  such  an  unholy  connexion.  The  President  can- 
not make  war ;  for  this  power  is  expressly  given  to  Con- 
gress. The  President  cannot  raise  armies,  or  build  and 
man  a  navy :  "to  raise  and  support  armies,"  *<  to  provide 
and  maintain  a  navy,"  are  expressly  embraced  in  the  legis- 
lative power  granted  in  the  constitution,  and  vested  in  the 
Congress.  The  President  cannot,  in  any  form,  or  by  any 
device,  levy  any  tax  or  contribution  upon  his  fellow-citizens : 
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"to  lay  and  collect  taies,  dutiea,  impoita,  and  excises,"  to 
borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  are  pow- 
ers expressly  conferred  on  Congress.  The  President  cannot 
take  and  appropriate  to  his  own  use,  or  to  others'  uses,  one 
cent  of  the  revenues  of  the  United  States :  «  no  money  shall 
be  drawn  irom  the  Treasury  but  in  consequence  of  appro- 
priations made  by  law."  Not  one  dime,  therefore,  can  be 
extracted  from  the  public  coffers,  but  with  the  approbation 
and  by  the  direction  of  Congress,  declared  by  law  enacted 
for  that  purpose.  The  very  compensation  of  the  President 
and  all  the  executive  officers  cannot  be  drawn  Irom  the 
Treasury  ''but  in  consequence  of  appropriations  made  by 
law.*'  What  pretext,  then,  can  be  found  for  the  allega- 
tion that  the  Executive,  as  at  present  organized,  holds  in 
a  single  grasp  the  double  and  dangerous  power  of  the  sword 
and  purse ;  and  that,  for  the  patriotic  purpose  of  disconnect- 
ing them,  it  is  necessary  to  introduce  into  our  Government 
the  novel  and  untried  experiment  of  a  division  of  the  exec- 
utive power  between  two  or  more  separate,  distinct,  inde- 
pendent, and  unconnected  functionaries  1 

The  execution  of  the  laws  for  the  collection,  safe  keep- 
ing, and  disbursement,  of  the  revenue,  like  the  execution  of 
other  laws,  appertains  to  the  President,  in  whom  the  ex- 
ecutive power  is  vested.  But  those  who  have  most  strenu- 
ously defended  the  true  constitutional  powers  of  the  Presi- 
dent from  legislative  encroachment  have  always  and  in- 
variably admitted  that  the  custody  of  the  public  money 
might  with  great  propriety  be  regulated  by  law.  Taking  into 
view  all  the  constitutional  restrictions  upon  the  subject  of 
the  revenue,  your  committee  have  not  the  sagactity  to  dis- 
cern any  valid  reason  for  making  the  execution  of  these 
laws  an  exception  to  the  general  rule.  The  President  ia 
directly  responsible  for  the  &itbful  execution  of  all  the 
laws.  He  cannot,  like  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  shield 
himself  from  accountability  under  the  specious  pretence  of 
the  evil  counsels  of  ministers.  The  heads  of  departments  and 
the  inferior  executive  officers  are  the  agents  and  auxiliaiies 
of  the  President,  subject  to  his  supervision  and  control, 
and  liable  to  removal  by  him.  He,  is,  therefore  rightly 
held  amenable  for  the  employment  of  honesty,  industry, 
and  capacity,  in  these  several  departments.  And  whilst 
these  officers  are  themselves  impeachable,  their  accounta- 
bility does  not  in  any  wise  remove  or  impair  that  of  the 
President.  Liability  to  removal,  upon  an  impeachment, 
ac  well  as  by  order  of  the  President,,  affords  a  double  se- 
curity for  the  prompt  and  fiiithful  discharge  of  the  public 
busioess.  But  these  officers  neither  divide  the  executive 
power  nor  the  executive  responsibility. 

The  14th  article  of  the  proposed  amendment  next  pre- 
sents itself  for  examination.  It  is  in  these  words:  <<  'i'he 
teniu«  of  all  offices,  except  such  as  are  specially  provided 
for  in  the  constitution,  and  the  mode  of  removal  from  office, 
shall  be  regulated  by  Congress."  Of  what  officea  is  the 
tenure  provided  by  the  constitution  1  The  tenure  or  term 
of  office  is  prescribed  in  the  constitution,  in  the  case  of  the 
President  and  Vice  President,  the  judges  of  the  Supreme 
and  inferior  courts,  and  also  in  the  case  of  members  of 
Congress.  In  all  the  other  innumerable  cases  of  offices  of 
every  kind,  it  is  gravely  asked  that  the  tenure  of  office  may 
depend  on  the  legislative  will.  In  addition  to  which,  it  is 
also  asked  that  **the  mode  of  removal  from  office  shall  be 
regulated  by  Congress."  Besides  the  |)ower  of  removal, 
which,  it  has  been  settled,  attaches  to  the  executive  func- 
tion, the  4th  section  of  the  2d  arlicle  prescribes :  <<  The 
President,  Vice  President,  and  all  civil  officers  of  the 
United  States,  shall  bo  removed  from  office  on  impeach- 
ment for,  and  conviction  of,  treason,  bribery,  or  other  high 
crimes  and  misdemeanors."  The  last  sentence  of  the  2d 
section  of  the  Ist  article  gives  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives "the  sole  power  of  impeachment."  In  the  3d  sec- 
tion of  the  same  article,  *  *  the  sole  power  to  try  all  impeach- 
ments'' is  given  to  the  Senate.     No  good  reason  suggests 


itself  to  your  committee  in  &vor  of  a  change  of  thii  ap- 
parently well-guarded  mode  of  removal.  It  might  be  un- 
safe to  empower  Congress,  without  restraint,  to  adopt 
another  and  more  summary  mode.  The  power  of  mpk- 
Ung  the  tenure  of  office,  and  the  mode  of  removal  from  of- 
fice, might  be  the  means  of  enabling  Congreu  to  drsv 
within  the  vortex  of  its  influence  both  executive  and  joA- 
cial  officers.  Under  cover  of  the  power  of  regolatiog  ibe  tea- 
ure  of  office,  the  heads  of  departments  and  inferior  oficea 
might  be  enabled  to  disregard  the  supervisor;  control  of  <)» 
President,  and  still  continue  in  office  in  defiance  of  biiviebei. 
Would  it  be  just  or  reasonable  to  exact  from  the  Preiidect 
a  responsibility  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of 
officers  who  were,  by  the  regulation  of  the  tenure  of  tbeh 
office,  removed  completely  beyond  his  direction  and  ig- 
fluence  1  In  the  same  degree  that  the  power  of  tike  ?t» 
dent  is  lopped  oS,  in  the  same  degree  that  the  due  salwnti- 
nation  of  inferior  officers  is  not  secured,  in  the  sanw  degree 
is  the  efficiency  of  the  Executive  impaired,  and  rendered  in- 
rapeUile  of  a  wise  and  vigorous  administration ;  and  in  t^ 
same  degree  does  not  stern  justice  demand  that  tbe  xeiosof 
accountability  should  be  relaxed. 

The  last  provision  of  the  amendment  under  conndentiaa 
makes  a  universal  disqualification  of  members  of  Coograi 
to  any  office,  on  the  nomination  of  the  President  or  8ecn> 
tary  of  the  Treasury,  during  the  term  of  their  office,  and  for 
two  years  next  ensuing  the  expiration  thereof.  Then 
might,  perhaps,  be  some  reason  for  this  last  proviaioD,  hos 
propriety  in  its  adoption,  as  an  accompaniment  of  the  pn- 
ceding  parts.  But  your  committee,  having  eiprea^d^ 
disapprobation  oif  all  those,  do  not  deem  it  important  tote^ 
commend  that  as  an  independent  amendment  which  ws 
only  designed  as  one  consequent  on  others.  Bad  aalecUOBi 
might  sometimes  be  made,  not  only  firom  among  the  meiD- 
hers  of  Congress,  but  also  from  the  great  body  of  the  citi- 
zens. Aware  of  the  weakness  of  human  nature,yottrcoiiUDU- 
tee  will  not  assert  that  the  desire  of  appointment  to  ofiicebj 
the  Executive  may  not  on  some  occasions  influence  thecoa- 
duct  of  men  in  and  out  of  Congress.  Perhaps  (and  ua£ 
of  the  ooumiittee  incline  to  that  opinion)  the  diaqoali^*' 
tion  might  be  somewhat  extended  beyond  the  poiDtalitadj 
established  in  the  constitution.  In  relation  tosomediiia 
of  offices,  it  might  be  wise  to  exclude  membera  of  Cx- 
gress  during  the  continuance  of  their  membership ;  «hM 
as  to  others,  the  President  ought  to  be  allowed  tlte 
widest  scope  of  nomination.  Specification  is  nnneoea»i7> 
as  your  committee  consider  it  their  duty  to  report  oB  tie 
propositions  referred  to  them,  and  do  not  regard  themeelfa 
at  liberty  to  originate.  They  do  not  approve  the  umvew 
disqualification  contained  in  the  proposition  wSan^^ 
do  they  perceive  the  reason  of  prolonging  the  diaqvtli^', 
tion  for  two  years  after  the  expiration  of  the  itm  ^ 
service.  • 

Your  committee  have  now  completed  a  cursoiy  n^ 
of  all  parts  of  the  proposition  submitted  to  them.  Tbe 
committee  have  heretofore  intimated  a  distinction  ^^ 
an  alteration,  or  change  of  the  constitution,  and  an  aiD^ 
ment  thereto.  They  do  not  desire,  however,  to  be  urn- 
stood  as  denying  that,  under  the  general  and  compw^^ 
sive  term  of  <*  amendments  to  the  constitution,*'  *^°^Vri 
the  features  may  be  changed,  altered,  or  abolished,  and  tW 
new  featuies  or  principles  may  be  incorporated-  The  tens 
*«  amendment"  is  applied  to  the  whole  constitutional  cwa* 
pact,  and  not  to  an  amendment  or  modification  of  an  ex- 
isting provision.  They  certainly  meant  not  to  incnwtf 
that  the  constitution  itself  could  limit  or  rcatrain  i» 
creative  or  extinguishing  power  of  the  sovereign  1*[^. 
the  compact.  I'hc  parties  to  the  compact  may  "^^^.^^  > 
repealing  or  expunging  some  provisions  altogether,  b; 
introduction  of  entire  new  principles,  or  by  mere  o*''^*^ 
tions  of  those  already  existing.  But  much  greater  c»ud 
and  deliberation  ought  to  be  observed  in  makifl?  '^^ 
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changes,  or  alterations,  or  additions,  than  in  only  amending, 
modifjingr,  or  perfecting,  an  existing  provision.    And  jnur 
conaniittee  will  here  intimate    that,  in  the  latter  case, 
amendments  may  very  properly  be  proposed  by  Congress, 
two  thirds  of  both  Houses  concurring,  subject  to  ratifica- 
tion by  the  Legislatures  of  three    fourths  of  the  several 
States ;  but  that,  in  the  former  case,  it  might  be  a  wiser 
and  safer  precaution  for  Congress,  on  the  application  of  the 
Legislstares  of  two  thirds  of  the  several  States,  to  call  a 
convention,  as  provided  in  the  constitution,  and  amendments 
proposed  in  such  convention  should  be  submitted  for  ratifi- 
cation to  conventions  in  the  States,  the  concurrence  of 
three  fourths  of  which  would  be  necessary.  The  suggestion 
of  these  precautions  proceeds  from  the  well-settled  convic- 
tion that  we  ought  not  to  change,  alter,  or  abolish,  any  of 
the  principles  upon  which  the  confederacy  was  originally 
based,  for  light  and  insufficient  causes,  or  without  due  and 
solemn  deliberation.     Prudence  dictates  that  we  ought  not 
to  enter  hastily  upon  new  and  untried  experiments ;  that 
we  ought  not,  by  the  introduction  of  novelties,  to  deprive 
ourselves  of  the  advantage,  not  inconsiderable  to  any  Gov- 
ernment, of  that  veneration  which  antiquity  throws  around 
all  institutions.     Frequent  changes  will  impair  our  belief 
la  the  wisdom  of  our  ancestors,  and  our  admiration  of  the 
patriotism  and  skill  with  which  they  formed  the  American 
confederacy. 

If  there  be  not  cogent  reasons,  based  upon  the  detection 
of  defects  by  experience,  the  noble  edifice  erected  by  our 
revolutionary  fathers  ought  not  to  be  rashly  pulled  down. 
Our  glorious  federal  constitution  will  soon  have  existed 
half  a  century,  and  will  soon  begin  to  be  encircled  with  an- 
cient renown ;  it  should,  therefore,  be  defended  with  })erse- 
▼ering  and  resolute  valor.  It  is  a  noble  contrivance,  which 
binds  in  happy  union  so  many  sovereign  republics.     It  is 
a  precious  inheritance,  which  deserves  our  wsrmest  thank- 
fulness and  our  most  vigilant  preservation.     Let  it  be  de- 
stroyed— posteiity  will  then  have  imitated  the  spendthrift, 
who,  by  acts  of  imprudence  and  folly,  dissipates  both  his 
patrimony  and  his  gratitude. 

The  following  resolution  is  therefore  respectfully  sub- 
znitted  by  the  committee  to  the  House : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  propose  any  of  the 
aforeisaid  amendments  to  the  Legislatures,  or  to  conven- 
tions of  the  several  States. 


PROTECTION  TO  AMERICAN  SEAMEN. 

Housx  OP  Repbssxivtatitss, 

Febnuiry  2,  1837. 
Mr,  McKsoN,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  to 
which  wais  referred  the  following  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Represenutives :  '*  Resolved,  That  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  be  directed  to  ipquire  into  the  expediency 
of  repealing  all  laws  authorizing  protections  to  be  issued 
to  American  seamen,  and  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  abolishing  all  fees  for  protections  to  seamen,"  made 
the  following  report : 

A  proposition  to  modify  a  system  which  has  for  years 
»een  incorporated  with  our  commercial  arrangements,  and 
Dtlmately  united  with  the  moet  important  relations  of  this 
^untrj,  ought  to  excite  more  than  ordinary  attention. 
!>eeply  impressed  with  the  momentous  character  of  the  in- 
uiry  submitted  to  them,  the  committee  have  endeavored  to 
•resent  an  ample  statement  of  the  question.  The  practice  of 
Tsuin^  protections  has  been  sanctioned  under  a  law  of 
!7on<;ress  passed  on  the  18th  day  of  March,  1796,  entitled 
^  An  act  for  the  relief  and  protection  of  American  seamen." 
""he  following  abstract  presents  a  view  of  its  most  impor- 
int  proTisions:  the  1st,  2d,  and  8d  sections  relate  to  the 
ppointment  of  agents  in  foreign  countries,  to  take  care  of 
le  rights  of  seamen  who  might  be  impressed.     These  sec- 


tions were  enacted  for  a  limited  period,  and  are  now  inop- 
erative. By  the  fourth  section,  it  is  provided  that  the 
collector  of  every  district  shall  keep  a  book  or  books,  in 
which,  at  the  request  of  any  seaman,  being  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  or  America,  and  producing  proof  of  his  cit- 
izenship, authenticated  in  the  manner  hereinafter  directed, 
he  shall  enter  the  name  of  such  seaman,  and  shall  deliver 
to  him  a  certificate  in  the  following  form,  that  is  to  say  : 
'<I,  A  B,  collector  of  the  district  of  D,  do  hereby  certify  that 
E  F,  an  American  seaman,  aged  —  years,  or  thereabouts, 
of  the  height  of  —  feet  —  inches,  [describing  the  said  sea- 
man as  particularly  as  may  be,]  has  this  day  produced  to 
me  proof,  in  the  manner  directed  in  the  act  entitled  *An 
act  for  the  relief  and  protection  of  American  seamen  ;'  and, 
pursuant  to  the  said  act,  I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  said 
B  F  is  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America.  In  wit- 
ness whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  of  of* 
flee,  this  —  day  of  — ."  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
collector  aforesaid  to  file  and  preserve  the  proof  of  citizen- 
ship produced  as  aforesaid ;  and  for  each  certificate,  deliv- 
ered as  aforesaid,  the  said  collector  shall  be  entitled  to  re- 
ceive from  the  seaman  applying  for  the  same  the  sum  of 
twenty-five  cents. 

As  a  proposition  has  been  offered  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  repealing  this  statute,  the  inquiry  should  be  made 
into  the  origin  of  the  law ;  for  what  purpose  it  was  enacted  ; 
and  whether  a  state  of  circumstances  exists  which  requites 
a  continuance  of  its  provisions.  The  simple  examination 
of  the  law  shows  that  it  was  psssed  in  consequence  of  the 
impressment  of  our  seamen.  The  history  of  the  period  at 
which  it  passed,  and  particularly  the  journal  of  the  House; 
can  be  adduced  to  show  that  the  system  of  protections  arose 
out  of  this  outrage.  From  the  journal  of  the  House  it  ap- 
pears that,  on  the  20th  May,  1794,  a  resolution  was  adopt- 
ed appointing  a  committee  to  regulate  the  mode  in  which 
American  seamen  might  be  furnished  with  evidence  of 
citizenship,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  them  against  im- 
pressment in  foreign  service. — C House  Journal,  vol,  8,  p. 
no,  J  Mr.  Murray,  from  that  committee,  reported  a  bill, 
and,  on  the  6  th  June,  a  debate  took  place  on  it,  in  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House.  The  committee  rose,  and,  on 
the  question  of  granting  leave  to  sit  again,  it  was  decided  in 
tlie  negative.  On  the  9th  June  Congress  adjourned,  no  fur- 
ther action  having  taken  place  on  it.  The  debates  of  that 
day,  as  they  appear  on  the  public  journaU,  show  why  Mr. 
Murary  introduced  the  resolution.  He  referred,  in  his  remarks 
in  the  intrnductvan  of  the  measure,  to  the  fact,  that  when 
Great  Britain  armed  against  Spain,  in  the  affair  of  Nootka 
Sound,  our  seamen  had  been  impressed.  He  was  of  opin- 
ion Uiat,  if  certificates  were  issued,  no  nation  would  at- 
tempt to  molest  them.  The  discussion  on  the  bill  was 
very  animated.  The  measure  was  objected  to,  amongst 
other  reasons,  on  the  ground  of  its  being  an  admission  on 
our  part  that  such  seamen  as  might  be  without  protections 
wnrould  be  liable  to  impressment  The  objections  to  the 
bill  prevailed,  and  it  was  defeated.  The  subject  was  not 
permitted  to  sleep ;  the  country  became  aroused  by  the  enor- 
mities committed  on  our  mariners  by  foreign  Powers,  and 
demanded  some  action.  Mr.  Livingston,  on  the  18th 
February,  1 796,  introduced  a  resolution  to  check  the  evil. 
In  introducing  the  resolution,  Mr.  Livingston  said  :  <<  He 
would  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  situation  of 
a  very  important  and  meritorious  class  of  men,  whose 
value  seemed  to  be  overlooked,  and  whose  dearest  rights 
were  either  shamefully  neglected,  or  ignominiously  surren- 
dered. He  adverted  to  the  seamen  of  the  United  Slates. 
This  valuable  class  of  men  would  fall  imder  one  of  these 
descriptions : 

<M.  Native  American  citizens. 

"  2.  Such  as  were  citizens  at  the  time  of  the  declaration 
of  independence,  and  at  the  period  of  the  peace  with  Great 
Britain. 
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<*  8.  Foreigfneni  natuialized  lince  tho  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence. 

«<  Tt  would  be  no  difficult  matter  to  prove  that  all  the  indi- 
TiduaU  of  either  of  those  descriptions  were  equally  entitled 
to  the  protection  of  the  Government,  to  the  same  or  greater 
exertions  in  their  favor,  than  were  made  for  those  citizens 
whose  situations  rendered  it  easier  to  apply  for  re- 
lief. Yet  this  meritorious  body  of  our  constituents,  ho 
said,  thus  entitled  to  our  protection  and  favor,  sailing  un- 
der the  sanction  of  our  national  flag,  had  been  iUegally 
seized,  violently  forced  into  a  service  they  abhorred,  cruel- 
ly torn  from  their  relations,  their  £imilies,  and  their  country, 
and  igttominiously  scourged,  for  asserting  the  privileges  of 
their  citizenship.  The  country,  to  whom  they  looked  for 
protection  and  relief,  had  regarded  their  sufferings  with  ap- 
athy and  indifference.  Three  yeans  we  had  beheld  their 
miseries,  and  heard  their  cries  for  relief;  yet  for  three  years 
we  had  been  silent  spectators  of  this  disgraceful  scene. 

"  He  concluded  with  moving  the  following  resolution : 

**Re$okfedf  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  and 
report  whether  any,  and  what,  legislative  provision  is 
necessary  for  the  relief  of  such  American  seamen  as  may 
have  been  impressed  into  the  service  of  any  foreign  Pow- 
er; and,  also,  to  report  a  mode  of  furnishing  American 
seamen  with  such  evidence  of  their  citizenship  as  may  pro- 
tect them  from  foreign  impressment  in  future. 

«  Ordered  to  lie  on  the  Uble." 

On  the  succeeding  day  the  resolution  was  adopted  with- 
out '*  opposition,  and  a  committee  appointed  in  obedience 
to  it,  consisting  of  Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  Bourne,  Mr. 
8wanwick,  Mr.  Samuel  Smith,  and  Mr.  William  Smith. 
On  the  21st  of  February,  Mr.  Livingston  made  a  report, 
which  was  debated  in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  the 
following  resolutions  agreed  to : 

"  Resolved,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  for  the 
support  of  two  or  more  agents,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  the  one  of  which  agents  shall  reside 
in  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  others  at  such 
places  as  the  President  may  direct,  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
to  inquire  into  the  situation  of  such  American  citizens  as 
shall  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  impressed  or  detain- 
ed on  board  any  foreign  vessel,  to  endeavor  by  all  legal 
means  to  obtain  their  release,  and  to  render  an  account  of 
all  foreign  impressments  of  American  citizens  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States. 

**  Resolved,  That  proper  offices  ought  to  be  provided, 
where  every  seaman,  beuig  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
on  producing  evidence,  duly  authenticated,  of  his  birth,  nat- 
uralization, or  residence  within  the  Unital  States,  and  un- 
der their  protection,  on  the  third  day  of  September,  1783, 
may  have  such  evidence  registered,  and  may  receive  a  cer- 
tificate of  his  citizenship. 

«  Resolved,  That  a  bill  or  bills  be  brought  in,  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  said  resolutions,  and  Mr.  Livingston,  A^. 
Bourne,  Mr.  Swanwick,  Mr.  Samuel  Smith,  and  Mr. 
William  Smith,  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same." 

Mr.  Livingston,  from  the  committee,  reported  a  bill, 
which,  afVer  a  violent  debate,  was  passed.  An  ineffectual 
effort  was  made  to  recommit  it.  The  bill  passed  by  a  vote 
of  77  in  the  affirmative,  and  13  in  the  negative.  In  the 
Senate  the  bill  met  also  with  opposition — amendments  were 
made ;  the  House  agreed  to  some,  and  rejected  others ;  a 
committee  of  conference  was  appointed,  and,  after  consult- 
ation, the  Senate  receded  from  the  amendments  objected 
to  by  the  House.  The  bill  finally  passed,  and  was  ap- 
proved by  the  President  on  the  28th  day  of  May,  1796. 
From  the  debate  which  took  place,  it  is  evident  that  the 
law  was  produced  by  the  violations  which  were  daily  com- 
mittted  on  the  rights  of  our  seamen.  The  opposition  to 
the  law  was  chiefly  founded  on  the  want  of  sufficient  proof 
that  our  citizens  had  been  seized.     To  this  it  was  answer'' 


ed,  that  the  seizures  were  so  notorious  that  the  oommittec 
to  which  the  subject  was  referred  had  not  deemed  it  neces- 
sary to  enumerate  the  cases.  Every  paper  was  filled  wiih 
accounts  of  the  capture  of  our  seamen.  The  British  Gov- 
ernment, while  insisting  on  the  right  of  taking  natives  of 
Great  Britain,  wherever  found,  not  only  aeizod  their  own 
citizens,  but  also  Americans.  That,  in  consequence  (^tbe 
similarity  of  language  and  appearance,  they  might  mistike 
our  citizens  for  citizens  of  Great  Britain ;  and,  to  provide 
our  seamen  with  evidence  of  their  citizenship,  (he  law  wa 
proposed  to  be  passed. 

This  sketch  of  the  history  of  the  law  is  given  to  ihov 
from  what  causes  sprang  this  species  of  IcgialatioQ.    The 
period  at  which  it  originated  was  peculiar.  While  the  Erao- 
pean  Powers  were  engaged  in  a  tremendous  sirnggie,  the 
influences  of  which  were  felt  in  every  quarter  of  the  world, 
the  United  States  was  pursuing  a  policy  secured  to  then 
by  the  law  of  nations,  and  one  which  displayed  their  anxi- 
ety to  preserve  a  strict  neutrality.     One  of  the  beliigerast 
Powers,  anxious  to  obtain  all  the  means  within  her  read 
to  prosecute  a  maritime  war  with  success,  insisted  on  tbie 
right  to  board  neutral  vessels,  and  take  from  them  sscb 
seamen  as  might  have  been  bom  within  the  dominions  stf 
the  King  of  Great  Britain.     In  vain  were  our  remonstna- 
ces  made  against  this  practice.     At  the  period  to  whieb 
we  allude,   our  country  had  but  just  emerged   from  iIk 
troubles  of  our  revolutionary  contest.     She  was  feeble,  tod 
without  a  naval  force.     She  was  willing  to  remove  inm 
foreign  Powers  any  pretext  for  seizing  our  citizens  on  thr 
ground  of  similarity  of  language  and  appearance  with  tho» 
of  Great  Britain,  and  for  this  purpose  provided  the  sysicsa 
of  protections.     Notwithstanding  this  movement,  the  prac- 
tice was  not  abandoned,  nor  was  the  protection  system  re- 
spected in  any  manner  by  Great  Britain.     This  was  evi- 
dent, not  only  from  the  declarations  but  the  acts  of  thsi 
nation.     The  British  minister  to  the  United  States,  Mr. 
Listen,  in  the  year  1800,  in  writing  to  the   Secretary  et 
State,  remarks :  <*  I  cannot  omit  this  opportunity  of  re- 
calling to  your  remembrance  what  I  have  frequently  statfC 
in  conversation,  that  while  the  papers  called  protection*  are 
granted  with  fraudulent  intention,  or  without  a  proper  ex- 
amination of  facts,  by  inferior  magistrates,  or  notaries  pob- 
lic,  in  the  United  States,  and  while  they  can  eanly  be  pro- 
cured by  such  natural-bom  subjects  of  his  Majes^  as  chtxse 
to  abandon  his  service  in  the  hour  of  danger,  it  is  nai 
expected  that  any  regard  will  be  paid  to  them  by  his  cook 
menders  of  British  ships  of  war."    Not  only  in  the  coci- 
munications  with  this  Government,  but  in  the  proclanatkKs 
issued  by  the  British  Government  to  the  commaiMler*  U 
vessels,  objection  was  made  to  the  protections.      Tea^s 
had  elapsed  aAer  the  passage  of  our  law ;  full  notice  hsi 
been  given  to  Great  Britain  of  its  existence  ;  and  yet,  in 
one  of  the  proclamations,  issue  is  directly  joined  with  th«t 
system.     Notice  was  therein  given  that  thoae  who  had 
those  certificates  should  not  be  exempt  from  impresBoie&t 
All  natural-bom  subjects  of  the  King  could  not  divm 
themselves  of  their  allegiance,  and  were  informed  **  that  cs 
such  letters  or  certificates  do  or  can,  in  any  manner,  diva; 
our  (the  King*s)  natural-bom  subjects  of  the  allegiance, «« 
in  any  degree  alter  the  duty,  which  they  owe  to  oa^  thnr 
lawful  sovereign."     (Proclamation,  Oct.  16,  1807.)     Not 
only  are  we  in  possession  of  the  declarations  of  that  Got- 
erament,  in  opposition  to  the  value  of  those  docnments,  be: 
we  have  also  the  fact  that,  after  the  passage  of  the  law, 
thousands  of  seamen,  armed  with  the  protections^   were 
sci^d  on  board  of  American  vessels.     The  ground  assomei 
by  those  who  impressed  them  was,  that  the  papers  wei^ 
forgeries;  that  the  King  had  a  right  to  the  servioea  of  hU 
natural-bom  subjects,  and  that  it  was  difficult  to  distingniii 
Americans  from  natural -bom  Englishmen.     Bnt  not  oniv 
were  English  and  Americans  imprnsed,  but  Swedes,  Panes, 
and  natives  of  other  coontriesy  who  could  not  b«  mist&krs 
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»r  natives  of  Great  Britain.  Every  officer  boarding  one 
f  our  venels  waa  made  the  judge  of  the  genuineneas  of  the 
rotection,  and  of  the  fact  oi  citizenship.  The  priaona  of 
rreat  Britain  can  prove  that  our  seamen  were  confined, 
ven  when  they  helcl  the  protections.  Amongst  the  causes 
rhich  produced  the  war  between  this  country  and  Eng- 
ind,  tfxe  impressment  of  our  seamen  bore  a  conspicuous 
lace.  It  was  well  known  that  thousands  had  been  seized 
rbiJe  sailing  under  our  flag,  and  with  the  protections  in 
iieir  possession. 
At  the  conclusion  of  the  contest,  which  brought  so  great 
loiy  lo  the  American  arms  on  land,  and  evinced  the  pow- 
r  of  the  United  Statea  to  claim  equality  on  the  ocean,  the 
uestion  of  impressment  was  proposed  to  be  made  the  sub- 
set of  the  treaty  of  Ghent.  It  was  not  acted  upon ;  but, 
s  yet,  remains  undetermined  between  us  and  Great  Brit- 
in,  the  only  Government  which  insists  upon  this  right  of 
mpressment.  It  is  evident  that  the  protection  system 
lever  answered  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  intended  by 
ts  authors.  It  was  not  respected  by  the  Government  of 
3reat  Britain ;  it  was  not  respected  by  any  of  its  agents ; 
till  our  seamen,  as  a  general  rule,  were  compelled  to  sub- 
oit  to  the  expense  of  Uie  documents,  and  then  to  find  the 
)aper  utterly  impotent.  Tlie  system  was  strenuously  ob- 
ected  to  by  many  of  our  leading  statesmen.  Mr.  Jefier- 
on  was  the  fint  to  raise  his  voice  against  the  proposition. 
^fore  the  passage  of  the  law,  his  opinion  was  recorded  in 
)ppotition  to  the  measure.  That  distinguished  statesmen, 
D  June,  1793,  was  Secretary  of  State,  and,  in  writing  to 
^fr.  Pinckney,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  at  London,  remarkeo,  "that  the  peculiar  custom  of 
Bngland,  in  impressing  seamen  on  every  appearance  of 
^ar,  will  occasionally  expose  our  seamen  to  peculiar  op- 
pressions and  vexations.  It  will  be  expedient  that  you 
'•«ke  proper  opportunities  in  the  mean  time  of  conferring 
tvith  the  minister  on  this  subject,  in  order  to  form  some 
irrangement  for  the  protection  of  our  seamen  on  these  oc- 
asions.  We  entirely  regret  the  mode  which  was  the  sub- 
lect  of  conversation  between  Mr.  Morris  and  him ;  which 
^,  that  our  seamen  should  always  carry  about  them  cer- 
'ificatu  of  citizenship.  This  is  a  condition  never  yet 
labmitted  to  by  any  nation ;  one  with  which  seamen  would 
never  have  occasion  to  comply ;  the  casualties  of  their  call- 
ing would  expose  them  to  the  constant  destruction  or  loss 
>fthispaper  evidence,  and  thus  the  British  Government 
Krould  be  armed  with  legal  authority  to  impress  the  whole  of 
'>ur  seamen.  The  simplest  rule  will  be,  that  the  vessel  being 
American,  shall  be  evidence  that  the  seamen  on  board  are 
mch."  This  letter  of  Mr.  Jefferson  was  long  before  the 
passage  of  the  law  now  proposed  to  be  repealed.  After  its 
passage,  Mr.  Pinckney,  then  Secretary  of  State,  wrote,  in 
June,  1796,  to  Mr.  King,  referring  to  the  instructions 
pven  to  Mr.  Pinckney  in  June,  1792.  He  says:  ««  You 
(rill  see,  referring  to  Mr.  Jefferson^s  letter  to  Mr.  Pinck- 
iiey»  that  the  mode  prescribed  in  the  late  act  of  Congress, 
of  certificating  our  seamen,  was  pointedly  reprobated.  The 
simplest  rule,  as  remarked  to  Mr  Pinckney,  would  be, 
that  the  vessel  being  American  should  be  evidence  that  the 
seamen  onboard  her  are  such.  But  it  will  be  an  important 
point  gained,  if  on  the  high  seas  our  flag  can  protect  those, 
of  whatever  nation,  who  shall  sail  under  it.  And  for  this, 
humanity,  as  well  as  interest,  powerfully  plead.  Mer- 
chant vessels  cany  no  more  hands  than  their  safety  renders 
necessary ;  to  withdraw  any  of  them  on  the  ocean  is  to  ex- 
pose both  lives  and  property  to  certain  destruction.  *'  Speak- 
ing of  the  protections  under  the  act  of  1796,  he  says, 
*'  that  sailors  will  often  lose  their  certificates,  and  provision 
■hould  be  made  for  other  proof  of  their  citizenship,  such 
^  their  own  oaths,  with  those  of  master's  mates,  or  other 
creditable  witnesses.  The  rolls  of  the  crew,  or  shipping 
^pera,  may  mlso  be  authenticated  by  the  collectors  of  the 
^tonis,  and  then  they  ought  to  be  admitted  as  of  equal 
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validity  with  the  individual  certificates."  The  opinions 
here  advanced  contain  the  true  principles  on  which  we 
should  act.  The  sentiments  of  the  statesman  to  whom 
reference  is  naade  reflect  the  opinions  of  the  present  day. 
On  reference  to  the  commercial  systems  of  the  various 
maritime  Powers,  no  provision  similar  to  our  system  of 
protections  can  be  discovered.  In  Spain,  every  individual 
who  desires  to  become  a  sailor  is  enrolled  in  the  district 
to  which  he  belongs,  and  a  certificate  given  him.  He  is 
liable  to  be  called  into  the  public  service  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  service  to  enjoy  certain 
privileges.  It  has  been  supposed  that  the  certificate  was 
for  the  same  purpose  with  our  protection.  It  is  evident 
that  it  was  never  intended  for  the  same  object  Our  docu- 
ment was  intended  to  be  produced  on  the  high  seas.  Tht 
Spanish  certificate  was  adopted  for  the  purpose  of  being  ef- 
fective within  the  Spanish  territories.  Other  nations  have 
also  certificates,  intended  to  operate  only  within  their  re- 
spective territories.  It  is  believed  that  no  nation  can  be 
found  which  has  been  willing  to  follow  the  system  intro- 
duced by  the  United  States.  It  may  be  argued  that  in 
consequence  of  the  resemblance  in  manners,  appearance, 
and  language,  we  are  the  only  people  exposed  to  the  rule 
of  the  British  Government — that  rule  of  insisting  on  im<» 
pressment  The  fact  of  our  issuing  protections  to  avoid 
such  a  difliculty  is  making  a  concession  which  no  sover- 
eign Power  ought  to  make  to  another.  But  it  is  well  known 
that  naturalised  citizens  of  the  United  States,  who  had 
been  bom  in  Sweden,  and  other  parts  of  the  continent, 
and  who  could  not  have  been  misti&en  for  natives  of  Great 
Britain,  were  seized  by  her  officers.  Instead  of  legislating 
in  the  manner  we  have  legislated,  ought  we  not  to  stand 
upon  the  broad  ground  of  the  law  of  nations!  Ought  we 
not,  in  fact,  appear  in  our  intercourse  with  the  world  one 
"  of  the  equal  and  independent  nations  of  the  earth  1"  Can 
we  present  that  character  so  long  as  we  have  remaining  on 
our  laws  a  provision  which  shows  that  we  have  been  wil- 
ling to  do  more  than  is  required  by  the  laws  of  nations, 
and  that  we  are  still  willing  to  allow  that  anomalous  pro- 
vision to  remain  in  frill  operation  ?  Is  it  not  due  to  the 
character  of  the  country  that  we  should  now,  when  we 
we  have  arrived  at  strength  and  are  possessed  of  resources 
of  vast  extent,  stand  erect,  untrammelled  with  legislation 
which  was  yielded  in  the  days  of  our  infancy  and  weak- 
ness, and  when  from  our  situation  we  were  compelled  to 
make  concessions  to  those  Powers  that  had  no  right,  but 
had  the  means,  of  enforcing  their  demands  upon  us  ?  The 
flag  of  the  country  has  fought  its  way  to  the  respect  of  the 
world,  and  ought  now  to  cover  those  who  sail  under  it. 
The  United  States  ought  not  to  acquiesce  in  any  rule  which 
even  throws  a  suspicion  upon  their  full  equality  on  the 
ocean.  The  brilliant  naval  victories  of  the  late  war  are 
evidence  of  the  capacity  of  our  seamen  to  mauitain  their 
rights,  and  it  does  not  become  this  Government  to  re- 
quire of  them  to  be  provided  upon  the  ocean  with  any  other 
documents  than  seamen  of  other  countries.  Is  it  not  de- 
grading to  our  citizens  that  they  are  bound  to  have  a  docu- 
ment which  is  unusual,  unsanctioned  by  the  law  of  nations, 
and  reminds  them  at  the  same  time  that  it  grew  out  of  the 
fact  of  our  country  not  being  able  to  maintain  her  flag  1  Is 
it  creditable  to  us  as  a  nation,  that  upon  the  high  seas,  where 
Uie  vessels  of  all  nations  meet  as  equals,  that  our  aailors 
have  been  requested  by  our  Government,  suice  1796,  to  pro- 
vide themselves  with  paper  evidence  of  their  American 
character  1  Every  other  nation  deems  the  flag  of  the  coun- 
try sufficient  protection,  but  we  insist  upon  a  proo(  which 
we  submit  to  exhibit  to  any  foreign  Power  whose  officer 
may  board  our  vessels. 

Many  object  to  the  repeal  of  the  act,  on  the  ground  that 
it  assimilates  to  a  passport,  wlilch  is  granted  to  every  citizen 
when  he  leaves  this  country ;  that  it  operates  in  the  same 
manner ;  that  it  is  aervicei^le  to  the  sailor  in  his  inter- 
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coune  with  our  foreign  consult.  It  must  he  evident  that  the 
ijitem  of  protections  was  not  introduced  for  the  purpose  of 
being  operative  within  the  territories  of  a  foreign  Power, 
where  passports  are  useful,  but  only  on  the  high  seas. 
They  who  object  ought  to  consider  that  no  maritime  Pow- 
er gives  its  citizens  evidences  to  show  on  the  high  seas  the 
fact  of  their  allegiance.  None  of  the  numerous  crews  of 
foreign  vessels  which  enter  our  ports,  or  the  ports  of  Great 
Britain  or  France,  except  American  seamen,  have  any  evi- 
dences of  this  nature.  If,  however,  it  be  deemed  advisable 
to  grant  our  seamen  evidences  of  any  kind,  let  them 
be  taken  out  in  the  same  manner  with  other  citizens,  and 
let  them  not  be  compelled  to  take  their  evidence  under  a 
law  which  was  intended  to  operate  only  on  the  high  seaa. 
Under  our  laws,  the  protection  is,  even  to  our  consub,  not 
the  sole  evidence  of  the  fact  of  citizenship.  If  an  American 
sailor  is  without  a  protection,  it  is  not  evidence  sufficient 
to  justify  the  consul  to  refuse  giving  him  aid.  If,  by  any 
reasonable  mode,  he  can  discover  ti^e  foct  of  his  being  an 
American  seaman,  he  is  bound,  even  if  unprovided  with 
a  protection,  to  aiTord  the  seaman  relief,  if  he  be  in  dis- 
tress. 

From  the  abuses  which  grow  out  of  these  papers,  many 
complaints  have  been  made  by  our  consuls.  If  our  foreign 
agents  are  bound  to  obey  these  documents,  without  ques- 
tion, it  is  evident  that  gross  frauds  may  be  committed  upon 
them.  From  experience,  it  has  been  settled  that  our  con- 
suls  have  advised  the  repeal  of  the  protection  law.  Mr. 
Stewart,  who  was  in  the  consulate  in  London  in  1815  and 
1816,  gave  hb  opinion  in  favor  of  the  repeal  of  the  pro- 
tection system.  He  stated  the  facility  with  which  they  were 
procured  tended  in  a  great  measure  to  render  it  useless. 
<*It  would,  in  my  opinion,"  he  writes,  in  1817,  to  Mr. 
Forsyth,  then  at  Uie  head  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  "  be  much  better  to  repeal  the  law  on  that  sub- 
ject, in  preference  to  its  remaining  on  the  present  footing." 
He  was  satisfied  of  the  frauds  that  were  practised,  and  of 
the  inutility  of  the  document  As  the  law  now  stands,  if 
a  sailor  should  find  it  necessary  to  have  a  certificate  of 
citizenship,  he  can  always  apply  to  our  consuls  when  in  a 
foreign  port.  They  are  fully  authorized  to  grant  them,  and 
are  liable  to  a  fine  if  they  knowingly  grant  them  to  any  but 
citizens.  Mr.  Dodge,  our  consul  at  Bremen,  in  a  letter 
full  of  information  on  this  and  other  subjects,  addressed  to 
one  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  gives  the  following 
opinion  on  this  point : 

"  The  system  of  custom-house  protections  to  our  seamen 
has  never,  in  my  humble  opinion,  answered  the  purpose  for 
which  they  were  granted :  said  protections  were  for  the 
protection  of  American  seamen  from  impressment  by  the 
Britirii.  It  must  be  well  known  to  many  of  our  mercan- 
tile community,  conversant  with  the  events  preceding  our 
last  war  with  Uiat  country,  that  in  thousands  of  cases  where 
a  British  officer  boarded  one  of  our  merchant  vessels,  that 
if  the  man-of-war  wanted  hands,  and  the  officer  found  such 
on  board  the  American  vessel  as,  by  their  seamanlike  ap- 
pearance, would  answer  his  purpose,  he  was  sure  to  take 
them,  whether  they  had  protections  or  not." 

Mr.  Dodge  then  states  the  facilities  with  which  frauds 
are  committed,  and  the  inducements  which  are  held  out  un- 
der the  system.  At  the  same  time  he  suggests  the  pro- 
priety of  giving  to  seamen  a  document,  in  the  nature  of  a 
Sissport,  to  be  useful  to  him  in  a  foreign  country.  In  Mr. 
edge's  opinion,  the  roU  (Teguipage  ought  to  be  sufficient 
protection  on  the  high  seas. 

Mr.  Dana,  in  1813,  reported  to  the  Senate  a  system  of 
navigation  for  the  United  States.  It  arose  out  of  the  sug- 
gestion in  the  President's  message,  to  confine  the  American 
navigation  to  American  seamen.  The  report  states  that  the 
bill  submitted  by  the  committee  proposed  to  allow  the  priv- 
ileges  of  an  American  character  to  none  but  vessels  navi- 
gated by  American    mariners.      The  law   may  require 


means  to  provide  for  ascertaining  who  shall  be  regarM  u 
mariners,  and  to  make  it  requisite  for  vessels  of  the  Unitd 
States  to  have  documents  on  board  as  evidence  of  bang  k 
navigated. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  report,  it  is  stated  that  tlii  doc- 
uments for  vessels  sailing  on  foreign  voyages  may  luipead 
the  use  of  any  other  certificate  of  citizenship  fbr  paneni 
employed  in  navigating  them ;  and  it  is  proposed  to  Tipd 
the  section  of  the  act  of  May,  1796,  which  hai  antbcral 
collector^^  to  deliver  certificates  to  indiridaal  mariaca 
Abuses  which  are  known  to  fume  prevaUed  in  nlatinto 
such  certificates  may  be  avoided  by  requiring  proper  don- 
ments  to  accompany  the  vessels.  The  law  of  1796,  its 
present  understood  and, administered,  it  is  well  koovn, 
gives  great  room  to  frauds  and  exactions.  TbeprotectiDB 
are  eonsidered  absolutely  necessary  liy  our  sesmen.  Tk 
class  of  our  citizens  supposes  that  the  law  compdi  t&raa 
take  out  the  document.  Notwithstanding  the  law  mikef  iti 
voluntary  act  to  take  a  protection,  yet,  as  thepncticelui^ 
come  general  amongst  our  veseels  of  insisting  on  it,  onfa- 
men  submit  to  the  trouble  and  ezpenue.  The  form  old- 
pression  in  the  law  makes  it  optional  with  the  sesmBS.  Tbi 
collector  is  bound  to  deliver  protections  to  onlj  thoae  vk 
desire  it  The  words  of  the  law  are,  "  al  ihereque^  of  «3» 
seaman,  being  a  citizen  of  the  United  States."  The  iBia- 
tion  of  the  law  was  to  give  the  sailor,  if  AethougbtiU 
any  service,  evidence  of  his  citizenship.  A  general  is* 
pression  exists,  among  our  maritime  people,  thtt  aiegalK- 
cessity  exists  on  the  rart  of  the  seaman  to  bepro^ 
with  the  protection.  The  sole  purpose  of  the  paper  w 
to  give  to  a  foreign  Power,  insisting  on  the  right  of  impR*- 
ment,  evidence  that  the  bearer  of  the  documeot  n 
an  American  citizen,  and,  by  the  law  of  DalioDi,  a 
empt  from  impressment.  In  a  state  of  peace,  it  is  oon 
manifest  that  it  cannot  be  of  any  advantage ;  yet  tbem«^ 
of  the  impression  alluded  to  is,  that  every  sulor  prorius 
himself  with  the  documenu 

It  is  easily  lost,  and  the  probability  is,  that  it  is  fr«q«^ 
ly  renewed  at  an  expense  to  the  seaman.  The  fet  czmm 
by  the  law  is  twenty-fiye  cents  at  the  custom-boaie,  ^ 
with  the  charge  of  notary,  it  is  understood  to  be  a  chup 
to  the  applicant  of  about  one  dollar  and  tweotj-fiTt  tfo^ 
One  of  the  officers  of  the  revenue  says  that  "b;  repa^ 
the  fees  for  protections  you  would  reduce  the  exp«»** 
seamen  to  one  fifth  or  one  ninth  of  what  thej  vt  ^  ^ 
to  procure  these  protections.  The  persons  (roinvbea 
in  some  of  our  ports,  they  obtain  protections,  makei^:'*^ 
out  of  Uiem.  They  frequently  collect  the  pwtfdioo* 
the  seamen,  and  hand  them  over  to  the  captaioi,  asec:« 
kind  of  lien  that  the  seamen  will  go  with  them,  ana  ^ 
leave  them  in  a  foreign  port ;  and  whenever  they  qcn^^ 
employ,  their  protections  are  generally  left,  and  n<v  ^ 
are  to  be  obtained  when  they  go  to  sea  again."  Froo' 
returns  which  have  been  made  annuallv  to  the  Dep«^. 
of  State,  under  the  law  of  1 796,  which  reqoirw  a  Ktani* 
the  number  of  seamen  registered  as  protected,  ^^^^ 
that  large  numbers  are  registered,  at  an  expense  ^ ^r 
thousands  of  dollars.  It  is  manifest  that  the  ^^^^} 
of  that  amount  was  wholly  unnecessary,  and  pecoli^'J  ^' 
pressive,  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  upon  a  cls»«  ^ 
citizens  whose  labors  are  of  a  character  ezposiog  ^^ 
toils  and  dangers  of  no  ordinary  nature,  and  should  tf 
them  from  such  severe  exactions  of  the  GovernroeJit  ud* 
which  they  live.  Whether  it  shall  be  deemed. Pf<^ 
repeal  the  whole  of  the  provisions  relating  to  ^^^^^ 
there  cannot  be  a  doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  d«twr'^. 


that  part  of  the  law  which  imposes  fees  on  the  bwici 
the  certificates.     Already  the  seamen  are  burdened  f^ 
ciently  with  taxation,  and  have  strong  claims  on  the 
ernment  for  a  release  from  the  oppression.    The  pt*?^ 
which  are  issued  from  the  Stato  Departmsnt  to  p^ 
about  to  travel  in  foreign  countries  arc  delivered  grttu*** 
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0  applicants ;  and  there  cannot  be  any  reason  why  oar 
ttmen  should  be  compelled  to  pay  for  their  certificatea  of 
ItizeDihip,  more  than  any  other  dan  of  our  citizens. 
It  18  a  well-settled  principle  of  international  law,  and 
iiintained  by  all  our  statesmen,  that  "over  the  individuals 
nd  property  within  the  limits  of  a  sovereign  State,  the 
WIS  of  that  State  have  control  and  owe  protection."  The 
easels  of  every  nation  are  part  of  its  property  ;  she  regu- 
ites  them  while  within  her  ports,  and  all  acts  committed, 
nd  contracts  entered  into,  while  on  the  high  seas,  are  re- 
Brrad  to  the  tribunals  of  the  courts  of  that  nation  whose 
lag  the  vessel  may  bear.  In  the  language  of  Kluber,  a 
oerchaot  vessel  ought  to  be  considered  as  a  floating  colony 
f  her  State.  The  flag  of  the  nation  prt>teets  all  who  are 
enesth  it.  There  is  no  doubt  of  the  impropriety  of  grant 
ug  certificates  to  our  own  inhabitants,  while  within  our 
)wn  territories,  and  yet  we  preserve  a  law  which  makes 
»roTi£ion  for  a  document  as  unnecessary,  under  the  law  of 
tations,  as  any  document  of  the  same  kind  would  be  to  any 
f  our  inhabitants  within  his  own  home.  Not  more  ea- 
red should  be  the  home  of  the  landsman  than  the  vessel  of 
lie  mariner  in  that  respect.  Both  are  equally  entitled  to 
he  protection  of  the  Government,  and  one  ought  not  to  be 
lurdened  with  the  evidence  of  his  citizenship  more  than 
he  other;  more  especially  as  the  protection  is  the  evi- 
ence  of  our  weakness  in  the  earlier  age  of  the  nation. 
The  practice  of  impressment  was  adopted  by  Great  Britain 
vhen  she  was  engaged  in  the  naval  gigantic  wars  which 
lave  ever  disturbed  the  peace  of  the  world.  She  insisted 
hat,  under  an  imprescriptible  custom,  the  King  had  a 
ight  to  the  services  of  all  his  subjects,  and  that  any  nation 
vhich  employed  them  exposed  their  vessels  to  the  search 
*f  the  British  vessels  of  war.  In  no  treaty,  or  in  any  work 
tpon  the  law  of  nations,  can  any  authority  be  found  for 
ucb  a  practice.  Ijord  Castlereagh  put  it  on  the  common- 
tw  right  of  the  King  to  command  the  services  of  his  sub- 
Kts,  and  that  the  allegiance  which  was  due  from  a  native 
itizsD  never  could  be  shaken  off.  The  consequence  of  this 
(oeition,  as  asserted  by  our  statesmen,  must  be  that  every 
Quoicipal  law,  every  regulation  which  might  operate  with- 
3  the  territories  of  a  nation,  must  be  binding  upon  all 
thex  nations  at  sea.  The  inevitable  result  might  be,  that, 
f  a  nation  thought  proper  to  make  regulations  with  regard 
)  certain  articles,  (not  even  contraband  of  war,)  and  make 
ieiD  liable  to  seizure  on  board  of  a  vessel  bearing  a  neu- 
ral flag,  that  those  neutral  vessels  must  submit  not  only 
3  aearcli,  but  to  seizure  and  to  confiscation  on  the  high 
eaa. 

A  retrospect  of  the  course  pursued  by  this  country  will 
tu>w  with  what  zeal  the  statesmen  who  have  been  engaged 
3  carrying  on  the  foreign  negotiations  of  this  country 
ave  sustained  the  cause  of  the  freedom  of  the  seas,  of  the 
^^  of  neutrals,  of  the  want  of  authority  to  sustain  the 
nctice  of  impressment,  and,  above  all,  the  ability  with 
'hich  they  have  insisted  on  the  power  of  the  flag  to  be  the 
'gii  of  protection  of  American  seamen,  and  American 
'^P^y  on  the  high  seas.  Mr.  Madison  in  1806,  in 
writing  to  Mr.  Monroe,  then  in  London,  examined  the 
'bole  question  of  impressment.  He  insisted  that  a  neutral 
*%,  on  the  high  seus,  should  be  a  safeguard  to  those  sail- 
tglt.  He  assumes  the  position  that,  under  the  law  of 
ations,  the  right  of  searciiing  for,  and  seizing  on,  subjects 
f  foreign  countries,  except  those  in  the  military  service  of 
country,  does  not  exist.  That  justice  and  virtue  forbid 
^e  exercise  of  a  right  which  gives  to  an  officer  of  a  vessel 
It  power  of  determining  on  the  rights  of  a  citizen,  with- 
ut  even  the  forms  of  a  trial,  which  is  secured  under  the 
ode  of  civilized  nations  to  the  enrolled  amount  of  proper- 
f»  Speaking  of  the  protection,  he  says :  '*  That  the  cer- 
iicate  called  a  protection  to  American  seamen  is  not 
leant  to  protect  them  under  their  own,  or  even  any  other 
eutral  flag,  on  the  high  seas.*'    He  can  never  admit  that. 


in  such  situations,  any  other  protection  is  required  for  them 
than  the  neutral  flag  itself  on  the  high  seas.  He  says 
"  that  the  protection  is  given  to  be  useful  to  them  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  foreign  Powers.*' 

Great  Britain,  in  1803,  by  her  ministers,  yielded  in  full 
this  great  point.  Lord  Hawkesbury,  the  Secretary  of 
State,  in  fact,  admitted  the  rights  of  our  flag,  by  assenting 
to  Mr.  King's  proposition  forbidding  impressment  on  the 
high  seas.  'Lord  St  Vincent,  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
miralty, also  assented,  but  afterwards,  on  consultation  with 
Sir  William  Scott,  an  exception  in  favor  of  the  narrow  seas 
was  inserted.  This  exception  was  wholly  untenable.  The 
exclusive  jurisdiction  of  Great  Britain  did  not  extend  to 
those  seas.  Her  claim  was  of  no  higher  value  than  that  of 
any  other  nation.  Her  only  pretext  was  the  common-law 
claim  of  the  sovereign  to  the  services  of  his  subjects,  at  all 
times  and  places.  Mr.  Monroe,  Secretary  of  State,  wri- 
ting to  our  plenipotentiaries  for  treating  of  peace,  (April  15, 
1813,)  stated  that  our  Government  had  passed  a  law  on 
the  subject  of  seamen.  By  that  law,  no  British  subject 
could  be  engaged  as  a  seaman  on  board  of  our  vessels,  pri- 
vate or  public,  without  producing  to  the  collector,  or  com- 
mander of  the  vessel,  a  certified  copy  of  the  act  by  which 
he  was  naturalized.  Five  years'  continued  residence  was 
required  as  a  condition  precedent  to  citizenship.  After 
naturalization,  he  remarked  that  the  native  and  odopted 
citizen  stood  on  the  same  footing  by  our  laws.  Of  the 
right  to  be  exempt  from  impressment,  he  insisted  that  the 
practice  was  utterly  repugnant  to  the  law  of  nations,  as 
unsupported  by  any  treaty  with  any  nation,  never  was  ac- 
quiesced in  by  any,  and  that  a  submission  to  it  seemed  to 
be  sacrificing  the  natural  rights  of  the  United  States.  Mr. 
Adams,  in  1816,  had  an  interview  with  Lord  Castlereagh 
on  the  subject  of  the  impressment  of  our  seamen.  Mr. 
Adams,  anxious  to  obtain  some  settlement  of  the  question 
on  honorable  terms,  pointed  out  to  Lord  Castlereagh  the 
measure  of  Congnress  restricting  our  vessels  to  citizens  of  the 
United  States.  It  was  evident,  from  the  remarks  of  Castle^ 
reagh,  that  from  the  passage  of  that  law  he  adduced  an  argu- 
ment against  any  stipulation  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
of  Great  Britain.  He  remarked,  that  if  our  law  was  carried 
out,  there  would  be  no  seamen  on  board  of  American  vessels  to 
take,  and  the  practice  of  taking  them  would  cease  of  course. 
Mr.  Adams,  in  his  communication  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  properly  observes  "that  the  practice  will  not  be 
tolerated  by  a  nation  of  the  strength  and  resources  to  which 
the  United  States  are  rising.  It  cannot  be  too  forcibly 
urged  upon  their  conviction,  that  the  only  means  of  pro- 
tecting their  seafaring  men  will  consbt  in  the  energy  with 
which  their  rights  shall  be  asserted." 

Mr.  Adams,  in  1818,  in  writing  to  Messrs.  Gallatin  and 
Rush,  then  in  London,  on  the  subject  of  a  proposition 
which  had  been  made  to  enter  into  some  arrangement  as  to 
impressments,  remarked :  **  The  second  proposal  (that  Brit- 
ish oflicers  entering  our  vessels,  for  purposes  warranted  by 
the  laws  of  nations,  should  be  authorized  to  call  for  the  list 
of  the  crew ;  and  if  they  should  find,  or  suspect,  an  English- 
man to  be  on  board,  to  make  a  record  of  the  fact,  for  the 
purpose  of  remonstrance  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States)  is,  in  the  view  of  the  President,  still  more  objec- 
tionable. In  the  first  place,  the  distrust  that  it  implies  that 
the  law  for  excluding  British  seamen  will,  though  stipulated, 
not  be  faithfully  executed,  is  not  warranted  by  any  experi- 
ence, nor  can  this  Government  give  countenance  to  it  by  as- 
senting to  any  stipulation  which  could  be  considered  as  result- 
ing from  it."  He  then  states  :  <*  It  was  not  expressly  asked 
by  Lord  Castlereagh  in  his  proposal,  as  reported  by  Mr. 
Rush,  that  the  officer,  in  calling  for  the  shipping  papers, 
should  also  have  the  power  of  mustering  the  crew,  to  examine 
them,  by  comparison,  with  the  list ;  but,  as  the  mere  view 
of  the  list  would  be  useless,  unless  coupled  with  that  pow- 
er, we  consider  it  as  having  been  intended  to  have  been  in- 
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eluded  in  the  proposal.  And  thid  very  inspection  of  the 
crews  of  our  vessels  by  a  foreign  officer  has  been  found 
among  the  most  grievous  and  insulting  aggravations  of  the 
practice  of  impressment.  The  tendency,  he  insists,  would 
be  to  produce  altercation  between  commanders.  The  sus- 
pected seamen  must  have  a  right  as  well  as  the  suspecting 
officer.  There  would  be  no  tribunal  to  judge  between 
them,  and  the  consequent  cause  of  collision  between  the 
two  nations  ;^'  and  yet  has  not  the  protection  system  been 
yielding  these  very  points  ?  Do  we  not  make  our  seamen 
offer  themselves  to  be  examined  ?  Is  not  the  practice  open 
to  all  the  objections  advanced  with  such  force  and  ability 
by  the  Secretary  of  Slate  1 

Destined  as  this  country  is  to  maintain  a  high  rank 
amongst  the  maritime  nations  of  the  world,  it  becomes  it 
to  occupy  that  position,  with  regard  to  the  high  seas,  which 
will  not,  in  any  way,  affect  the  great  principles  of  interna- 
tional law.  In  all  our  foreign  policy,  we  have  endeavored 
to  enlarge  the  charities  of  the  law  of  nations :  to  insist  up- 
on the  strictest  rules  with  reference  to  a  state  of  war,  and 
to  carry  out  the  principle  that  in  that  state  belligerants 
ought  not  to  interfere  with  the  rights  of  neutrals,  so  long 
as  they  do  not  aid,  in  any  manner,  either  of  the  hostile 
parties.  Tho  commerce  of  this  country  is  seeking  every 
ocean ;  our  seamen  are  exposed  at  every  point ;  and  it  is 
questionable  whether,  by  having  upon  our  statute  book  a 
law  which  admits  that  protection  to  our  seamen  may  be 
useful,  and  even  necessary,  we  are  not  inviting  a  principle 
which,  by  course  of  time,  may  operate  to  the  disadvantage 
of  our  seamen.  We  ought  to  inquire,  what  papers  are  nc- 
cessaiy  under  the  law  of  nations  ?  As  part  of  the  civilized 
portion  of  the  world,  bound  by  that  code,  we  should  con- 
form to  its  regulations,  but  should  not  go  beyond  them. 
What  are  the  documents  required  ? 

1.  The  passport,  tea  brief,  or  sea  letter. — ^This  is  a 
permission  from  the  neutral  State  to  the  captain  or  master 
of  the  ship  to  proceed  on  the  voyage  proposed,  and  usually 
contains  his  name  and  residence  ;  the  name,  property,  de- 
scription, tonnage,  and  destination,  of  the  ship ;  the  natnre 
and  quantity  of  the  cargo  ;  the  place  from  whence  it  comes, 
and  its  destination,  with  such  other  matters  as  the  practice 
of  the  place  requires. 

2.  The  proofs  of  properti/.  ^^Theee  ought  to  show  that 
the  ship  really  belongs  to  the  subjects  of  a  neutral  State ; 
(this  is  shown  by  our  register. )  If  she  appear  to  be  either 
belligerant  or  to  have  been  built  in  the  enemy's  country, 
proof  is  generally  required  that  sbe  was  purchased  by  the 
neutral  before,  or  captured,  and  legally  condemned,  and 
sold  to  the  neutral,  after  the  declaration  of  war ;  and,  in  the 
latter  case,  the  bills  of  sale,  properly  authenticated,  ought 
to  be  produced. 

3.  The  muster  roll. — This,  which  the  French  call 
role  (Teguipage,  contains  the  names,  ages,  quality,  place 
of  residence,  and,  above  all,  the  place  of  birth,  of  every  per- 
son of  the  ship's  company.  This  document  is  of  great  use 
in  ascertaining  a  ship's  neutrality. 

4.  TTie  charter  party. — When  the  ship  is  chartered, 
this  instrument  serves  to  authenticate  many  of  the  facts  on 
which  the  truth  of  her  neutrality  must  rest,  and  should 
therefore  be  always  found  on  board  chartered  ships. 

0.  The  bills  of  lading. — By  these,  the  captain  ac- 
knowledges the  receipt  of  the  goods  specified  therein,  and 
promises  to  deliver  them  to  the  consignee  or  his  order. 

6.  The  invoices. -^These  contain  the  particulars  and 
prices  of  each  parcel  of  goods,  with  the  amount  of  the 
freight,  duties,  and  other  charges  thereon,  which  are  usual- 
ly transmitted  from  the  shippers  to  their  factors  or  con- 
signees. 

7.  The  log  book  or  ship* s  journal. — This  contains  a 
minute  account  of  the  ship's  course,  with  a  short  history  of 
every  occurrence  during  the  voyage. 

8.  The  bill  of  health.-^Ttaa  is  a  certificate,  properly 


authenticated,  that  the  ship  comes  from  a  place  where  m 
contagious  distemper  prevails ;  and  that  none  of  the  crew, 
at  the  time  of  her  departure,  were  infected  whh  any  such 
disorder.  These  documents  are,  on  reference,  found  to  hp 
important  and  necessary.  When  a  vessel  of  the  Onitni 
States  is  found  with  these  documents,  nothing  more  can  b^ 
required  of  her,  and  any  Tegislation  which  admits  the  r^ 
cessity  of  further  proof  must  be  tolerated  at  the  sacrifice  of 
that  equality  which  we  should  maintain  with  the  other 
neutral  Powers  of  ihe  world. 

The  great  principle  of  the  inviolability  of  a  neutral  fiag 
is  one  in  which  this  country,  as  a  commercial  nation,  is 
deeply  interested.  No  position  which  yields  the  principle 
that  the  high  seas  are  not  common  to  all,  that  on  the  oeeto 
one  Power  has  authority  over  another,  can  ever  be  acqci- 
esced  in.  Desirous  as  we  must  be  of  maintaining  ifae 
rights  of  neutrals,  we  ought  never  to  contract  the  alrestiv 
limited  privileges  they  enjoy  under  the  law  of  natiooe 
Prom  our  character  as  a  nation,  from  the  policy  whkfa 
ought  to  distinguish  our  movements,  it  is  expected  that  ve 
should  not  be  disposed  to  submit  to  shackles  which  won!  I 
tend  to  derogate  from  our  character,  and  expose  our  sea- 
men to  investigations  and  trials  unknown  to  the  seamco  (^ 
every  other  country.  White  we  admit  that  the  right  c: 
search  during  a  state  of  war  exists,  we  can  go  no  fartber 
than  to  sny  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  master  of  a  ▼esse)  n 
produce  his  documents  to  support  his  neutral  character. 
and  that  those  documents  are  the  register,  the  passpar., 
sea  letter,  muster  roll,  log  book,  charter  party,  invoice,  ss-i 
bill  of  lading  These  papers  are  the  extent  towhic^t 
belligerant  can  go ;  bat  undrr  no  part  of  international  U« 
can  particular  protections  be  demanded  for  the  indxvidutli 
on  board  of  the  vessel.  The  role  d^ equipage  contaim  £9 
that,  under  the  law  of  nations,  can  be  demanded  as  to  tfa^ 
ship's  company ;  and  to  acquiesce  in  that  rule,  and  to  ad- 
vance no  further,  ought  to  be  the  present  poticy  of  tt' 
United  States. 

Upon  a  review  of  the  circumstances  under  which  the  lav 
of  1796  was  passed,  it  cannot  but  be  believed  that  the  pe- 
riod has  passed  when  it  was  necessary  to  continue  the  pres- 
ent law.  It  is  evident  that,  during  a  time  when  the  xcar. 
time  nations  of  the  world  are  at  peace,  it  is  useless ;  Hbsi 
its  existence  renders  the  opinion  prevalent  that  a  nccessfv 
exists  for  obtaining  protections ;  and  that  if  difficulty  shoclJ 
again  occur,  this  legislation  might  be  adduced  in  a  nunoe' 
disadvantageous  to  our  interests,  and  prejudicial  to  Hbe 
glory  and  national  elevation  of  the  country.  The  pehod 
which  found  us  without  a  navy,  and  encumbered  wr:^ 
debt,  has  passed  away  ;  and  with  that  period  ou^t  to  tsc- 
ish  the  legislation  which  was  the  consequence  of  that  stc-  i 
ation.  The  present  period  is  peculiarly  auspicious  to  pnv 
claim  the  principle  that  the  flag  of  the  Union  ahall  be  tb<» 
protection  of  those  who  tread  the  deck  of  an  American  vn- 
sel.  The  repeal  of  this  law  cannot  in  any  manner  afiect 
our  relations  with  fore'gn  Powers.  But  one  nation  has  ir 
sisted  on  the  right  of  impressment,  and  this  she  has  cnh 
exercised  when  engaged  in  naval  warfare  with  other  =^ 
tions.  At  a  period  when  sbe  is  at  peace  it  is  proposed  t.^ 
repeal  it;  and  there  can  be  but  little  doubt  that,  with  the 
sincere  feeling  of  amity  which  exists  between  the  r^ 
countries,  some  arrangement  may  be  entered  into  where- 
by this  subject  may  disposed  of  to  the  advantage  of  bosfc 
parties.  Not  only  the  great  interests  which  connect  b\ 
but  also  the  common  language  which  binds  ua,  and  i^* 
dictates  of  reason,  of  humanity,  and  sound  poKcr,  ought  • 
induce  an  amicable  and  happy  adjustment  of  this  di^u:^ 
ing  point.  In  the  kind  office  which,  within  the  last  year.  | 
that  Government  profiered  its  services,  may  be  ar  en  tbi 
best  evidence  of  its  feelings  towards  this  oountry  ;  and  ^9 
cannot  but  indulge  the  hope  that  tho  same  spirit  may  l» 
contiuued,  until  it  shall  remove  every  trace  of  a  qorsLoa 
which  has  heretofore  been  a  point  of  difiference. 
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Morbofs  ond  Rivtn, 


[34th  Coxe.  2d  Szsi. 


The  rasalt  of  an  eiamination  of  the  quectiont  ■abmittod 
iQft  lead  to  the  conclniioii  that  the  law  of  179tt  ought 
nt  to  remam  upon  our  atatute  book ;  becauae  it  haa  not 
iswered  the  original  purpoae  of  ita  framera,  and  preaervea 

■ystam  unknown  to  the  maritime  nationa  of  the  world. 

It  haa  introduced  a  regulation  productive  of  frauda.  It 
laces  our  aeamen  under  an  obligation  to  obtain  doeumenta 

holly  uaeleaa,  and  at  the  lame  time  expenaive.  It  ia  ob- 
cted  to  by  the  moat  prominent  atateamen  in  the  nation, 
nd  in  the  opinion  of  our  public  agenta  unneceasary. 

It  has  been,  and  might  be,  claimed  aa  an  admiaaion  of 
le  right,  put  forward  by  Great  Britain,  to  aeize  all  our  sea- 
ten  who  have  not  the  protectiona. 

The  intereata  of  the  nation  require  that  the  righta  of  neu- 
als  should  be  maintained,  and  the  honor  of  Uie  country 
Bmands  that  the  flag  of  the  country  shall  be  inviolate,  and 
le  only  protection  of  thoae  who  place  themaelvea  under  it. 

In  accordance  with  the  auggestiona  of  aotne  of  our  pub- 
c  agenta,  it  haa  been  deemed  not  improper  to  grant  to  our 
»men  a  document  which  will,  in  a  foreign  land,  affi»rd 
lem  evidence  of  their  dtizenahip,  and  at  the  aame  time 
ntitle  them,  under  our  own  lawa,  to  certain  advantages. 
i  law  which  ahall  place  our  seamen  on  a  footing  with  the 
»t  of  our  citizena  paaaing  into  foreign  countriea,  and  who 
ow  procure  paasporta,  may  not  be  open  to  objecttona,  par- 
cularly  to  those  made  to  protectiona ;  while,  at  the  aame 
me,  the  paasport  might  have  some  effect  with  our  conauia 
lul  the  officera  of  cuatoma.  It  ia  proposed  to  direct  the 
^retary  of  State  to  tranamit  to  the  collectors  paasporta,  in 
le  tame  manner  that  the  Treasury  Department  now  trana- 
tits  registers  of  veasels.  No  paaaport  to  be  issued  unless 
igned  by  the  collector.  At  our  custom-houses,  proper 
fficers  will  examine  our  citizens,  and  deliver  the  passport 
3  those  who  may  wish  to  obtain  the  document 

Under  the  law  of  March  8,  1813,  "for  the  regulation  of 
eamen  on  board  the  public  and  private  veasela  of  the  TTui- 
$d  States,"  the  President  can  nuke  and  promulgate  regu- 
(tioos  as  to  the  mode  of  obtaining  evidence  of  dtizenahip. 
'he  main  object  will  be  to  grant  to  the  mariner  who  de- 
ires  it  thia  evidence  of  hia  being  an  American  citizen,  in 
le  same  manner  with  other  citizena,  and  to  relieve  the 
ulor  of  a  tax  which  he  ia  now  aubjected  to.  A  bill  em- 
r&cing  these  pointa  ia  herewith  aubmitted. 

Whether  the  Houae,  at  the  preaent  aeaaion,  will  decide 
pen  the  question,  or  not,  the  committee  are  satisfied  that 
le  subject  is  one  which  ought  to  be  brought  to  the  atten- 
on  of  the  country.  A  description  of  ita  merita  will  bring 
>rth  the  opinions  of  the  nation  on  a  point  of  vital  impor- 
ince  to  the  wel&re  of  a  highly  meritorioua  and  uaeful  por- 
on  of  our  citizena,  and  a  matter  particularly  intereating  to 
la  country,  when  viewed  in  connexion  with  our  national 
Itaracter  and  independence. 


HARB0R8  AND  RIVERS. 


House  of  REpassvifTATivzs, 

January  31,  1837. 

ir.   Smith,   of  Maine,   from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Sieam,  maae  the  following  report: 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meana  aubmitted  to  the 
fouse  of  Representativea,  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  a 
'port  explanatory  of  the  unproductive  yet  growing  ex- 
enditurea  of  the  Government  upon  harbors  and  rivers,  and 
ipressive  of  serious  doubts  of  the  policy  of  following  out 
lis  branch  of  the  public  service,  unleaa  some  more  certain 
nd  efficient  and  economical  aystem  for  conducting  it  couI4 
e  devised.  The  experience  of  another  year  upon  the  sub- 
let, written  out  in  the  progress  reported  as  having  been 
lade  in  the  several  worka  of  the  denomination  mentioned 
uring  that  period,  and  in  the  eetimatea  submitted  for  their 
^ntinuance,  in  no  degree  altera  the  conduaion  of  the  com- 


mittee,  expreaaed  in  their  before-named  report,  that  "  the 
ayatem  ia  expensive,  and  yet  feeble ;  flattering,  and  yet  un* 
certain,  in  all  ita  operationa  and  reaulta,  unless  it  be  viewed 
only  with  reference  to  ita  fitneaa  to  the  purposes  of  the  in- 
dividual wealth  and  profit  of  the  agents  and  contractors  im- 
mediately concerned.*'  The  bill  aubmitted  to  the  Houae 
by  the  committee  at  the  laat  aeaaion,  entitled  <<  A  bill  di- 
recting the  Secretary  of  War  to  report  annually  certain  in- 
formation relating  to  worka  of  internal  improvement,*'  and 
still  pending  before  the  House,  is  believed  to  be  well  cal- 
culated to  aecure  to  the  Government  much  needful  and  uae- 
ful information  reapecting  thia  branch  of  expenditurea,  and 
not  heretofore  reported  to  the  Engineer  department.  And 
it  ia  due  to  the  principal  ofllicer  of  that  department  to  aay 
that  the  suggeationa  of  that  bill  have  been,  in  the  main, 
adopted  and  enforced  by  him  during  the  peat  year  upon  the 
oSicen  and  agenta  who  auperintended  the  public  worka  un- 
der him,  and  the  advantagea  of  thia  course  are  already  be- 
ginning to  be  realized.  But,  notwithatanding  the  great 
additional  reaponaibility  and  accountability,  on  the  part  of 
subordinates,  thua  imparted  to  thia  branch  of  expenditurea, 
tile  great  and  inherent  evila  of  the  ayatem,  expanded  aa  it 
haa  been,  have  not  been  cured,  and  are  perhaps  incurable. 
At  all  eventa,  they  must  probably  be  borne  until  Congvas 
ahall  reaolve  to  confine  the  operationa  of  the  Government 
to  auch  improvementa  aa  are  of  the  firat  magnitude,  and  of 
urgent  neoeaaity  to  thd  commerce  of  the  lakea  and  seaboard, 
and  to  leave  thoae  of  a  secondary  and  atill  lesa  important 
order  to  be  accompliahed  by  the  energiea  of  the  State  Gov- 
emnienta,  which  can  better  appreciate  the  utitity  of  them, 
or  to  individual  enterpriae.  It  ia  not  eaaily  seen  why  in- 
dividual wealth  and  enterpriae  may  not  combine  and  direct 
their  efforts  to  the  execution  of  such  worka  of  general  ben- 
efit upon  the  shorea  of  our  interior  lakes,  and  upon  the 
margina  of  rivera  auaceptible  of  improvement,  and  whidi 
fall  abort  of  national  importance,  and  derive  auch  remuner- 
ation from  their  uae  aa  ia  awarded  to  capital  inveated  in 
other  worka  of  public  and  local  utUity^-aay  tumpikea, 
bridgea,  locka,  and  canala.  Without  aome  curtailment  by 
Congreaa  of  the  claaa  of  worka  already  projected  aa  recipi- 
enta  of  ita  bounty,  and  without  a  decisive  limitation  of  ita 
appropriationa  to  worka  that  may  iuatiy  be  denominated  of 
the  firat  magnitude,  and  of  impenoua  neceaaity  too,  it  re- 
quirss  no  apirit  of  prophecy  to  predict  that  the  operationa 
of  the  dvil  engineer  department  will,  in  a  very  few  years, 
rival  in  expenditures,  and  numerical  strength  of  agenta  and 
operativea,  the  military  and  naval  aervioe  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  conatitute  a  more  alarming  branch  of  public  pat- 
ronage than  ia  to  be  found  elsewhere  in  the  Government. 
From  the  peculiar  nature  of  their  expenditurea,  corruption, 
favoritiam,  and  peculation,  may  be  reduced  to  ayatem  more 
auccesafully  in  them  than  in  almoat  any  other  branch  of 
the  civil  administration. 

No  two  worka  are  dependent  upon  the  same  calculationa, 
becauae  of  the  diflferencea  of  thdr  locationa,  and  in  the  lo- 
cality and  nature  of  the  material  with  which  they  are  con- 
atructed,  and  becauae  of  numeroua  other  conaiderationa  that 
enter  into  the  account ;  and  since  all  the  results  are  necea- 
aarily  dependent,  in  the  main,  upon  mere  eatimatea,  these 
may  be  exceaaive,  or  prove  inaccurate,  from  poaitive  design, 
and  without  a  betrayal  of  the  motivea  influencing  them,  to 
an  extent  that  can  attach  either  censure  or  puniahment, 
however  they  may  be  merited.  And  ao  flattering  to  pop- 
ular expectation  ia  every  local  improvement,  carried  on  at 
the  expense  of  the  Federal  Government,  that  the  grossest 
abuses  are  more  readily  submitted  to,  in  such  expenditures, 
by  whole  communities  interested,  than  is  the  smallest  ex- 
travagance in  matters  that  fall  immediately  upon  Uiem- 
selves  for  support. 

The  repreaentative  himaelf  aeldom  feeb  it  to  be  hia  duty 
to  encounter  or  thwart  a  atrong  inclination  of  the  popular 
will  of  his  diatrict  to  be  aatiafied  with  appropriationa  that 
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Appointment  of  Mr*  Steveruon. 


purport  to  be  for  its  benefit,  though  peiBoaded  that  they 
are  both  uieleM  and  unavailing  in  fad^  and  expended  alao 
without  due  regard  to  economy. 

In  eonfirmation  of  the  Tiewt  here  advanced  of  the  ez« 
pensiTe  tendency  of  this  branch  of  the  National  Government 
and  federal  patronage,  the  committee  beg  leave  to  refer  the 
Houoe  to  such  data  as  are  furnished  in  the  appropriation 
bills  of  late  years,  for  harbors  and  rivers  alone. 
In  1834  the  appropriation  amounted  to  $100,000 
1625  do  do  11,000 

1826  do  do  86,320 

1837  do  do  82,176 

1828  do        do         812,313 

1829  do        do  129,498 
1880      do        do         867,114 

1831  do        do         44A,474 

1832  do        do         745,686 
1883      do        do         495,600 

1834  do        do         629,956 

1835  do        do         502,257 

1836  do  do  1,786,864 
And  for  1887,  the  sum  of  two  millions  three  hundred  and 
twenty-one  thousand  five  hundred  and  thirty-six  dollars  is 
asked  by  the  Engineer  department,  to  conduct  those  works 
only  that  have  been  commenced,  and  exclusive  of  appro- 
priations for  new  works. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  such  an  appropria^ 
Uon  is  largely  disproportioned  to  the  other  expenditures  of 
the  Government,  and  adverse  to  its  economical  administra- 
tion. It  should  awaken  Congress  to  serious  reflection  up- 
on the  policy  of  a  system  thus  expensive.  The  committee 
have  graduated  the  appropriations  to  the  several  works,  ac- 
cording to  the  best  information  they  can  acquire  relative 
to  the  several  interests  involfed.  It  would  seem  to  be  very 
desirable  that  the  department  having  charge  of  this  branch 
of  expenditure  should  adopt  some  method  of  classifying  all 
the  works  now  in  progress,  and  all  that  may  be  instituted 
under  its  charge,  according  to  their  relative  importance, 
somewhat  in  the  manner  that  the  military  fortifications  in 
the  course  of  construction,  or  that  have  been  projected, 
have  been  classified  in  former  years ;  that  those  may  be 
completed,  at  an  early  day,  which  are  of  primary  necessity ; 
and  the  remainder  be  conducted  forward,  thereafter,  as  the 
resources  of  the  Government,  public  interest,  and  sound 
economy,  may  dictate.  It  is  believed  entirely  competent 
for  the  department  to  do  this,  and  to  institute  any  other 
salutary  rules  of  conducting  these  works  that  might  be  cal- 
culated to  elucidate  their  worth,  progress,  or  cost,  respect- 
ively, and  enable  Congress  to  judge  more  undentandmgly 
of  each  Uian  has  yet  been  practicable.  They  involve  vari- 
ous details  that  can  be  judged  of  accurately  only  by  com- 
parison with  each  other,  in  connexion  with  the  geogmphi- 
cal  and  commercial  data  firom  which  they  respectively  de« 
rive  importance ;  and  too  great  vigilance  cannot  be  called 
into  requisition,  by  the  department,  in  the  collation  of  them 
for  the  use  and  infonnation  of  Congress. 

The  committee  report  a  bill  of  appropriations,  for  the 
year  1837,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  the  sum  of  nine 
hundred  and  sixteen  thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy -five 
dollars. 


MR.  STEVENSON'S  APPOINTMENT. 

Ik  Sskatx,  March  3,  1836. 

Mr.  Clay,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relatioru, 
submitted  the  following  report  : 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  nomination  of  Andrew  Stevenson,  of  Virginia, 
as  Minister  Plenipotentiary  and  Envoy  Extraordinary 
to  Great  Britain,  have,  according  to  order,  had  the  same 
under  consideration,  and  now  beg  leave  to  report : 


That,  on  the  30th  of  May,  1834,  Andrew  SUveono 
was  nominated  for  the  same  office,  and  on  the  24th  of  tk 
succeeding  month  he  was  rejected  by  the  Senate;  tk 
Martin  Van  Buren,  of  New  York,  had  been  pnviouilT 
nominated  for  the  same  office,  and,  on  the  26th  of  Jubbj, 
1832,  had  been  rejected  by  the  Senate ;  thit  it  Rmaiaad 
vacant  from  this  period  until  the  nomioatba  of  Mr.  St^ 
venson,  and  it  has  continued  vacant  from  the  tiine  of  b 
rejection.  This  office  has^  therefore,  been  nnoocQpied  dt- 
ring  a  term  of  more  than  four  years. 

When  Mr.  Stevenson  was  fint  nominited,  he  vs 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representstivei  of  the  Unitd 

States,  which  office  he  resigned  on  the day  of  Im, 

1834.  Whilst  that  nomination  was  under  conudentm, 
it  appearsd  to  the  Senate  that  the  Secretary  of  Sttte  kid, 
on  the  15th  day  of  March,  1833,  addroeed  in  offidii 
note  to  Mr.  Stevenson,  in  which  the  Secretaiy  aid:  "I 
am  directed  by  the  President  to  inform  you,  oonfideotiallT, 
that,  as  soon  as  advices  shall  be  revived  that  the  Bntiib 
Government  consent  to  open  negotiations  with  thia>  vhk^ 
are  daily  expected,  it  is  his  intention  to  ofier  you  the  [dace 
of  minister  plenipotentiary  to  the  court  of  St.  James;  lad 
he  request!  that,  should  this  appointment  be  agreeabkto 
you,  you  would  hold  yourself  in  readineas  to  embazkia 
the  course  of  the  summer.  I  congratulate  yoo,  air,  a& 
this  mark  of  the  President's  confidence."  Thieootevsi 
received  by  Mr.  Stevenson ;  but,  if  he  returned  a  M 
answer,  it  did  not  appear  to  the  Senate. 

Subsequent  to  the  receipt  of  this  note,  in  April,  1S33, 
Mr.  Stevenson  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Hooie  of  Bfp- 
resentatives  from  the  State  of  Virginia,  took  hii  aeatit 
the  commencement  of  the  session  of  Congreaa  in  the  De- 
cember  following,  was  elected  Speaker  of  the  House,  ^ 
continued  to  diacharge  the  duties  of  that  office  until  he  re- 
signed it,  as  hereinbefore  stated. 

It  appeared  further  to  the  Senate  that,  ahoitly  after  % 
Stevenson  received  the  note  of  the  Secretaiy  of  Stiti  be- 
fore mentioned,  he  had  an  interview  and  consnltatioo  "f^ 
Mr.  Thomas  Ritchie,  ids  friend  and  neighbor,  and  the  edi- 
tor of  a  leading  newspaper  supporting  Uie  sdminietntiio. 
published  at  Richmond,  in  Virginia,  on  the  auhieet  of  ^ 
contents  of  that  note.  In  that  interview,  Mr.  Ritdue,  a 
a  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Stevenson,  in  Jane,  183i,  aj*» 
it  struck  him  that  the  President  might  appoint  Mr.  Ste- 
venson, in  case  the  contingency  hap^ned  daring  iheI^ 
cess,  and  not  send  him,  but  Mr.  Livingston,  to  Frasct 
«I  euggested  (says  he)  that  these  appobtmento  ooght 
not,  and  could  not  be  made,  according  to  the  ^rit  of  th< 
constitution,  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate.  Vou  [Mr 
Stevenson)  promptly  and  cordially  concurred  in  thii  ^ 
of  the  subject,  and  I  then  determined  to  write  toafneu 
in  Washington,  for  the  purpose  of  laying  this  view  befcff 
the  President  himself.  You  (^proved  of  my  doing  c^i 
and,  in  fact,  we  agreed  perfectly  in  the  coutk  to  be  uksi 
We  determined  to  take  no  notice  of  Mr.  Living«ton'»  let- 
ter, to  act  yourself  as  if  no  such  letter  had  been  writia< 
that  it  would  be  best  not  to  offer  to  accept  the  a| 
ment  if  made  in  the  summer,  and  to  wait  the  action 
Senate,"  dec. 

In  pursuance  of  the  plan  thus  arranged  between  Mi 
Stevenson  and  Mr.  Ritchie,  the  latter,  in  Marcb»  18^ 
addressed  two  lettere  to  Mr.  W.  B.  Lewis,  at  ihecitf  ^i 
Washington,  who  was  tho  friend  and  enjoyed  0»  ^' 
dence  of  the  President,  and  held  the  office  of  S»^^- 
Extracts  from  the^p  lettera  were  furnished  by  Mr.  I^ 
and  presented  to  the  Senate  on  the  occasion  of  tbe  &^ 
nomination  of  Mr.  Stevenson.  Mr.  Ritchie  says  ViW' 
Lewis :  *<  I  am  about  to  address  you  on  a  subject  vm» 
has  caused  much  speculation  among  our  friends,  and  graj 
uneasiness  in  my  bosom.  I  e^peak  to  you  as  a  fn«ad«  ^ 
without  the  slightest  reserve.  The  paiiers  have  receattv 
spoken  of  a  batch  of  appointments  which  the  ?m^  * 
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Lbout  to  make,  embracing  the  two  highest  misiiont  to  Eu- 
opean  couiu,  and  Ae  two  highest  seats  in  his  cabinet  I 
lave  conTersed  freely  with  our  friend  Stevenson  upon  them, 
tnd  I  have  this  day  commnnicated  to  him  my  intention  to 
vrite  to  youj  and  to  lay  before  you  my  own  views  of  the 
natter. 

*<  We  have  the  utmost  confidence  in  the  virtue  of  Gen. 
fackson.  We  have  no  idea  that  he  would  arrogate  to  him- 
lelf  new  powers,  at  the  expense  of  the  other  departments 
)f  the  Government.  His  generous  ambition  has  been  fully 
latisfied !  He  has  nothing  more  to  ask  of  his  country  than 
ler  verdict  of  approbation  when  he  lays  down  the  high  and 
lifiicuit  office  with  which  he  is  intrusted  !  We  all  know 
t,  and  every  candid  individual  admits  it !  We  believe  that 
he  course  he  may  pursue  will  be  with  a  sin^e  eye  to  the 
mblic  interest.  But  whilst  we  dismiss  all  apprehensions 
hat  he  will  designedly  abuse  his  authority,  we  wish,  at  the 
lame  time,  that  he  should  do  no  act  which  may  be  plead, 
lereafler,  by  an  unworthy  predecessor,  in  justification  of 
lis  acts.  In  this  last  term  of  his  administration,  we  wish 
o  8f  e  no  precedent  set  which  may  be  perverted  in  future 
imes ;  we  desire  it  on  our  own  account  as  well  as  that  of 
>aT  country.  We  wish  to  sea  his  administration  set  in 
^lory ;  and  we  wish  to  see  our  country  benefited,  in  ail 
ime  to  come,  by  his  pore  example.  But  this  csnnot  be, 
f  any  error  should  be  commi  ted  against  principle,  even 
Tom  the  best  of  motives ;  if  any  authority  should  be  aa- 
mmed  which  does  not  fairly  belong  to  him,  or  even  if  any 
loubtfnl  power  should  be  exercued  upon  any  delicate 
>ranch  of  the  constitution,  his  high  popularity  would  only 
nake  it  more  currenU  One  of  the  highest  powers  which 
ittaches  to  the  Executive  is  that  of  appointment ;  over  its 
sxeicise  is  accordingly  thrown,  and  wisely  thrown,  the 
:he€k  of  doncorrence  by  the  Senate.  Now,  sir,  doubts  do 
»xist  whether  the  vacancy  in  the  missions  to  London  and 
Paris  did  not  originally  occur  during  the  recess  of  the  Sen- 
ate. Secondly,  whether  the  vacancy  does  not  still  exist ; 
md,  thirdly,  whether  it  ought  now  to  be  filled  without  a 
consultation  with  the  Senate." 

The  lettera  from  which  these  extracts  were  taken,  hav- 
ng  been  written  exprsssly  with  a  view  of  being  laid  before 
he  President,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  was  done. 
Their  main  object,  that  of  preventing  the  appointment  of 
VIr.  Stevenson  in  the  vacation  of  the  Senate,  was  secured. 
rhe  President  forbore  to  make  it,  and  waited  until  the 
Senate  assembled  at  the  ensuing  session  before  the  nomi- 
lation  was  made. 

It  b  stated  by  the  President,  in  his  message  of  the  13th 
lune,  1834,  communicating  the  note  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  Mr.  Stevenson,  thst  the  negotiations  to  which  it 
"efen  were  commenced  early  in  April,  1833,  in  the  city 
yf  Washington,  instead  of  London,  and  as  they  have  been 
dnce  conducted  here,  no  further  communication  was  made 
o  Mr.  Stevenson.  What  these  negotiations  were  has  not 
>een  stated.  Whatever  they  might  have  been,  the  resi- 
lence  of  a  minister  of  the  United  States  at  London,  at  dt 
imes,  is  obviously  proper;  and  that  the  appointment  of 
Vf  r.  Stevenaon  diJ  not  depend  upon  any  particular  nogo- 
iatioDs,  is  manifest  from  the  fact  of  his  having  been  final- 
y  nominated  to  the  ofike.  If  the  President  had  abandoned 
ill  intention  of  sending  him  to  England,  inasmuch  as  he 
lad  been  requested  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to  go^  du- 
ing  the  summer  of  1833,  and  had  not  declined  the  ofier, 
se  would  probably  have  been  notified  of  the  change  in  the 
riews  of  the  President 

The  Senate  saw,  therefore^  that  a  promise  of  the  mission 
JO  Great  Britain  had  been  communicated  to  Mr.  Stevenson 
m  the  16th  March,  1833.  They  saw  an  indirect  inter- 
rention,  with  Mr.  Stevenson's  knowledge  and  acquies- 
rence,  to  prevail  on  the  President  not  to  make  the  appoint* 
sent  in  the  vacation  of  the  Senate,  in  accommodation  to 
he  views  of  Mr,  Stevenson  and  his  firiend  Mr.  Ritchie. 


They  saw  that  the  President  did  forbear  to  make  the  ap- 
pointment in  the  vacation  of  the  Senate.  And  they  saw 
the  final  execution  of  the  promise,  as  far  as  it  depended 
upon  the  Executive,  by  his  nomination  on  the  30th  May, 
1834.  During  this  long  interval,  he  had  been  elected  by 
the  people  of  a  congressional  district  in  Virginia  as  their 
representative,  ignorant  of  his  having  possession  of  such  an 
official  promiae ;  he  had  been  elected,  under  like  ignorance^ 
by  the  House  of  Representatives,  as  their  Speaker ;  and, 
in  that  station,  had  performed  all  the  highly  important  du- 
ties incident  to  it.  That  office,  at  all  times  one  of  great 
influence,  possessed  more  than  ordinary  weight  in  the  ses- 
sion of  l833-'4.  The  President,  some  time  before  its 
commencement,  had  directed  the  public  deposites  to  be 
withdrawn  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  placed 
in  the  local  banks.  That  measure  excited  deep  and  gen- 
eral sensation  throughout  the  country  ;  divided  the  people ; 
divided  the  constitutional  advisen  of  the  President;  divided 
Congress,  and  became  a  subject  of  warm  and  animated 
discussion  in  both  Houses.  It  was  at  this  extraordinary 
period  that  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representativea, 
invested  with  the  power  of  appointing  and  arranging  the 
committees  of  the  House,  and  wielding  a  great  influence, 
secretly  held  a  written  ofi\cial  promise  of  the  most  impor- 
tant mission  abroad,  every  body  being  ignonnt  of  the  fact 
except  himself,  the  President,  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
a  few  confidential  friends. 

It  was  under  these  circumstances  that  his  nomination 
came  up  for  consideration  in  the  Senate.  It  is  a  funda- 
mental principle  of  free  Governments,  that,  in  order  to 
preserve  the  purity  of  their  administration,  each  of  the 
three  departments  into  which,  according  to  all  aafe  maxima, 
they  are  divided,  should  be  kept  independent  of  and  with- 
out the  infiuence  of  the  othera.  But  if  the  head  of  one  of 
thoee  departments  may,  at  a  critical  period,  confidentially 
present,  and  for  a  long  period  of  time  hold  up  to  the  presi- 
ding officer  of  the  popular  branch  of  another,  the  powerful 
inducement  of  a  splendid  foreign  mission,  is  there  not  im- 
minent danger  of  undue  subserviency  ?  of  a  failure  of  that 
preaiding  officer  faithfully  and  independently  to  discharge 
the  high  duties  of  his  exalted  station  1 

The  Senate  thought  there  was,  and  withheld  its  advice 
and  consent  to  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Stevenson  as  minis- 
ter to  Great  Britain.  And  now,  after  a  lapse  of  near  two 
years,  with  all  the  circumatances  by  which  his  original 
nomination  was  attended  remaining  in  full  force,  but  with 
considerable  individual  variations  in  the  composition  of  the 
Senate,  the  same  individual  is  again  nominated  by  the 
Preaident  for  the  same  office.  Doubtless  a  place,  mora 
than  any  other  foreign  appointment,  important  to  be  con- 
stantly occupied,  haa  not  been  kept  vacant  with  a  view  to, 
or  in  expectation  of,  any  such  variations.  Doubtless,  in 
the  ample  field  for  selection  which  the  intelligence  and 
patriotism  of  near  fifteen  millions  of  people  offer,  some 
individual,  equally  well  qualified  with  and  less  exceptiona- 
ble than  Mr.  Stevenson,  might  be  designated  to  represent 
the  United  States  at  the  court  of  St.  James.  Doubtless  no 
personal  feelings  or  wishes  to  achieve  a  triumph  over  the 
Senate  can  have  prompted  the  renewal  of  this  nomination. 

Whatever  may  have  been  its  motives,  the  committee 
ndther  know  nor  have  any  thing  to  do  vrith  them.  They 
are  not  themaelves  aware  of  any  peculiar  fitness  in  Mr. 
Stevenson,  or  any  absolute  necessity  of  deputing  him,  and 
only  him,  as  the  minister  of  the  United  States  to  Great 
Britain.  In  ordinary  times,  the  fact  of  his  being  unac- 
ceptable to  a  large  portion  of  the  Senate,  even  if  that  did 
not  constitute  an  actual  majority,  would  be  regarded  as 
deaerving  of  consideration.  In  a  free  Government,  it  ahould 
be  the  aim  of  those  who  administer  it  to  promote  harmony 
in  the  public  councils,  and  aatisfaction  among  the  people. 

The  Senate  of  the  United  States  is  supposed,  by  the 
theory  of  the  constitution,  to  be  as  free  and  independent  in 
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the  ezerctte  of  its  jadgment  on  nominattons  aubmittad  to 
ita  conaideration,  aa  the  Preaidant  ia  in  propoaing  them. 
Each  of  the  two  componenta  of  the  appointing  power  acta 
upon  ita  own  aenae  of  duty,  and  upon  ita  own  reaponaibil- 
ity.  The  Senate  haa  no  right  to  require  the  Preaidant  to 
nominate  any  particular  individual,  and  the  Preaident  haa 
no  right  to  require  the  Senate  to  confirm  any  particular 
nomination.  When  the  Senate  haa  once  dedded  upon  a 
nomination,  there  ought  to  be  an  end  of  the  matter. 

Prior  to  the  preaent  adminiatration,  inatancea  of  renom- 
ination  were  rare,  and  are  believed  to  have  occurred  only 
whan  aome  indication  waa  given  from  the  Senate  of  a  deaire 
that  it  ^onld  take  place.  It  haa  of  late  become  much  more 
frequent.  The  practice  ia  liable  to  great  abuaea.  A  Prea- 
ident diapoaed  to  advance  favoritea  to  public  officea,  and 
finding  a  Senate  diaagreetng  with  him  as  to  their  fitnesa, 
may  forbear  for  a  long  time,  to  the  detriment  of  the  public 
service,  to  nominate  any  peraon  to  fill  them,  until,  from 
those  cbasges  of  indiTidual  members  to  which  all  collective 


bodies  are  liable,  a  Senate  happena  to  be  formed  moit 
yielding  and  complying.  When  a  nominatioa  is  owe  re- 
jected, the  exact  atate  of  the  votea  of  the  Senate  is  known 
to  the  President  *,  and  if  the  practice  of  renominatioo  ii  in- 
dulged, in  proceaa  of  time  there  will  be  danger  of  the  exiit- 
ence  or  the  imputation  of  corruption.  The  eomioittiK 
think  that  the  practice  ought  to  be  reaisted ;  that,  whea  iht 
Senate  has  once  rejected  an  individual  nomiDatton,  the  ds- 
ciaion  ought  to  be  neld  aa  final  and  condunve ;  and  tbt 
it  ought  not  to  confirm  the  nomination  of  the  same  perMn, 
when  again  made  for  Uie  aame  office,  without  strong  tiftad 
cauae.  In  the  present  caae,  no  auch  cause  is  alkged  or 
known  to  exist;  whilst  all  the  connderations  whidi foi- 
merly  opposed  the  confirmation  of  Mr.  Stevenaon  cootiirai 
in  unabated  atrength.  The  committee,  therefore,  retaai- 
mend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutioii : 

Resohed,  That  the  Senate  do  not  advise  and  amant  to 
the  appointment  of  Andrew  Stevenaon  aa  rmniater  plao^ 
tentiary  and  envoy  extraordinary  to  Great 
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iN  ACT  to  regulate,  in  certain  c-ases,  the  disposition  of 
the  proceeds  of  lands  ceded  by  Indian  tribes  to  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repres^nta- 
Ives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assem^ 
led.  That  all  moneys  received  from  the  sales  of  lands  that 
are  been,  or  may  be  hereafler,  ceded  to  the  United  States 
7  Indian  tribes^  by  treaties  providing  for  the  investment 
r  payment  to  the  Indians,  parties  thereto,  of  the  proceeds 
f  the  Lands  ceded  by  them  respectively,  after  deducting 
lie  expenses  of  survey  and  sale,  any  sums  stipulated  to  be 
dvanced,  and  the  expenses  of  fulfiUing  any  engagements 
ontained  therein,  shall  be  paid  into  the  Trrasuxy  of  the 
Tiiited  Statejs,  in  the  same  manner  that  moneys  received 
rom  the  sales  of  pulic  lands  are  paid  into  the  Treasury. 

i^ec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  all  sums  that 
re  or  may  be  required  to  be  paid,  and  all  moneys  that  are 
r  may  be  required  to  be  invested  by  said  treaties,  are  here- 
•y  appropriated  in  conformity  to  them,  and  shall  be  drawn 
rom  die  Treasury  as  other  public  moneys  are  drawn  there- 
rom,  under  such  instructions  as  may,  horn  time  to  time, 
€  given  by  the  President. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  investments 
f  fitock  that  are  or  may  be  required  by  said  treaties  shall 
e  made  under  the  direction  of  the  President;  and  special 
ccounts  of  the  funds  under  the  said  treaties  shall  be  kept 
t  the  Treasury,  and  statements  thereof  j)e  annually  laid 
efore  Congress. 

i^c.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  provisions 
f  the  4th  section  of  the  act  of  June  14  th,  1836,  entitled 
'An  act  milking  appropriations  for  the  Indian  depart- 
lent,''  dec,  be,  and  are  hereby,  extended  in  such  manner 
5  to  apply  to  the  dispoeition  of  all  moneys  that  may  here- 
^r  be  received  under  the  treaties  therein  named,  or  un- 
ci any  others  containing  similar  stipulations  for  the  pay- 
ment to  the  Indians,  annually,  of  interest  upon  the  pro- 
eeds  of  the  lands  ceded  by  them. 
Approved  January  U,  1837. 


^N  ACT  making  an  appropriation  for  the  suppression 

of  Indian  hostilities. 

Be  it  enacted,  4-r. ,  That  the  fuither  sum  of  two  millions  of 
ollars  shall  bo,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  out  of 
ny  money  in  the  Treasury;  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to 
lefray  any  expenses  which  Jiave  been  or  may  be  incurred 
n  preventing  or  suppressing  the  hostilities  of  any  Indians; 
0  be  expended  under  the  diiection  of  the  Secretary  of 
^ar,  conformably  to  the  acts  of  Congress  of  the  nineteenth 
'f  March  and  the  second  of  July  last,  and  of  the  acts 
herein  referred  to. 

Approved  January  9,  1837. 

VN  ACT  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  **  An  act  es- 
tablishing a  Mint,  and  regulating  the  coins  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Be  it  etiaeted,  4*^.,  That  the  officers  of  the  mint  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  a  director,  a  treasurer,  an  assayer, 
i  melter  and  refiner,  a  chief  coiner  and  an  engraver,  to  be 
ippointed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  and 
nth  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate. 
'^ec.  2.  A,nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  respective 
uties  of  thes  oHicers  of  the  mint  shall  be  as  follows: 
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First.  The  director  shall  have  the  control  and  manage- 
ment of  the  mint,  the  superintendence  of  the  oliicers  and 
persons  employed  therein,  and  the  general  regulation  and 
supervision  of  the  business  of  the  several  branches.  And 
in  the  month  of  January^  of  every  year,  he  shall  make 
report  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  mint  and  its  branches  for  the  year  preceding; 
and,  also,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  from  time  to 
time,  as  said  Secretary  shall  require,  setting  forth  all  the 
operations  of  the  mint  subsequent  to  the  last  report  made 
upon  the  subject. 

Second.  The  treasurer  shall  receive,  and  safely  keep, 
all  moneys  which  shall  be  for  the  use  and  support  of  the 
mint;  shall  keep  all  the  current  accounts  of  the  mint,  and 
pay  all  moneys  due  by  the  mint,  on  warrants  from  the  di- 
rector. He  shall  receive  all  bullion  brought  to  the  mint 
for  coinage;  shall  be  the  keeper  of  all  bullion  and  coin  in 
the  mint,  except  while  the  same  is  legally  placed  in  the 
hands  of  other  officers,  and  shall,  on  warrants  from  the 
director,  deliver  all  coins  struck  at  the  mint,  to  the  persons 
to  whom  they  shall  be  legally  payable.^  And  he  shall  keep 
regular  and  faithftil  accounts  of  all  the  transactions  of  the 
mint,  in  bullion  and  coins,  both  with  the  officers  of  the 
mint  and  the  depositors;  and  shall  present,  quarter-yearly, 
to  the  Treasury  Department  of  the  United  States,  accord- 
ing to  such  forms  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  that  Depart- 
ment, an  account  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the 
mint,  for  the  purpose  of  being  adjusted  and  settled. 

Third.  The  assayer  shall  carefully  assay  all  metals  used 
in  coinage,  whenever  such  assays  are  required  in  the  oper- 
ations of  the  mint;  and  he  shall  also  make  assays  of  coins 
whenever  instructed  to  do  so  by  the  director. 

Fourth.  The  melter  and  refiner  shall  execute  all  the 
operations  which  are  necessary  in  order  to  form  ingots  of 
standard  silver  or  gold,  suitable  for  the  chief  coiner,  from 
the  metals  legally  delivered  to  him  for  that  purpose. 

Fifth.  The  chief  coiner  shall  execute  all  the  operations 
which  are  necessary  in  order  to  form  coins,  conformable  in 
all  respects  to  the  law,  from  the  standard  silver  and  gold 
ingots,  and  the  copper  pianchets,  legally  delivered  to  him 
for  this  purpose. 

Sixth.  The  engraver  shall  prepare  and  engrave,  with  the 
legal  devices  and  inscriptions,  oil  the  dies  used  in  the  coin- 
age of  the  mint  and  its  branches. 

Sec.  3,  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  director 
shall  appoint,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President,  assist- 
ants to  the  assayer,  melter  and  refiner,  chief  coiner,  and 
engraver,  and  clerks  for  the  director  and  treasurer,  when- 
ever, on  representation  made  by  the  director  to  the  President, 
it  shall  be  the  opinion  of  the  President  that  such  assistants 
or  clerks  are  necessary;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  as- 
sistants to  aid  their  principals  in  the  execution  of  their  re- 
spective offices,  and  of  the  clerks  to  perform  such  duties  as 
shall  be  prescribed  for  them  by  the  director. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  whenever  any 
officer  of  the  mint  shall  be  temporarily  absent  on  account 
of  sickness,  or  any  other  sufficient  cause,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  director,  with  the  assent  of  said  officer,  to  appoint 
some  person  attached  to  the  mint  to  act  in  the  place  of  such 
officer  dusing  his  absence,  and  that  the  director  shall  em- 
play  such  workmen  and  servants  in  the  mint  as  he  shall 
from  time  to  time  find  necessary. 
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Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every  officer, 
assistant,  and  clerk  of  the  mint,  shall,  before  he  enters  upon 
the  execution  of  his  office,  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  be- 
fore some  judge  of  the  United  States,  or  judge  of  the  supe- 
rior court  or  any  court  of  record  of  any  State,  faithfully  and 
diligently  to  perform  the  duties  thoreof. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  following 
officers  of  the  mint,  before  entering  upon  the  execution  of 
their  respective  offices,  shall  become  bound  to  the  United 
States,  with  one  or  more  sureties,  to  the  satisfsLCtion  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  the  sums  hereinafter  mention- 
ed, viith  condition  for  the  faithful  and  diligent  performance 
of  the  duties  of  their  offices,  viz:  the  treasurer  in  the  sum  of 
ten  thousand  dollars;  the  assayer  in  the  sum  of  five  thou- 
sand dollars;  the  melter  and  refiner  in  the  sum  of  ten 
thousand  dollars;  and  the  chief  coiner  in  the  sum  of  ten 
thousand  dollars.  And  that  similar  bonds  may  also  be  re- 
quired of  the  assistants  and  clerks,  in  such  sums  as' the  di- 
rector shall  determine,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there  shall  be 
allowed  to  the  officers  of  the  mint  the  following  salaries  per 
annum:  To  the  director,  for  his  services,  including  travel- 
ling expenses  incurred  in  visiting  the  different  branches, 
and  all  other  charges  whatever,  three  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars;  to  the  treasurer,  assayer,  melter  and  refiner,  chief 
coiner,  and  engraver,  each,  two  thousand  dollars;  to  the 
assistants  and  clerks,  such  annual  salaries  shall  be  allowed 
as  the  director  may  determine,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
President:  Provided,  That  an  assistant  shall  not  receive 
more  than  fifteen  hundred  dollars;  and  that  a  clerk  shall  not 
receive  more  than  twelve  hundred  dollars;  to  the  workmen 
and  servants  shall  be  allowed  such  wages,  to  be  determined 
by  the  director,  as  may  be  customary  and  reasonable,  ac- 
cording to  their  respective  stations  and  occupations;  and 
that  the  salaries  provided  for  in  tlus  section  shall  be  pay- 
able in  quarterly  instalments. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  standard 
for  both  gold  and  silver  coins  of  the  United  States  shall 
hereafter  be  such,  that  of  one  thousand  parts  by  weight, 
nine  hundred  shall  be  of  pure  metal,  and  one  hundred  of 
alloy;  and  the  alloy  of  the  silver  coins  shall  be  of  copper; 
and  Uie  alloy  of  the  gold  coins  shall  be  of  copper  and  sil- 
ver, provided  that  the  silver  do  not  exceed  one-half  of  the 
whole  alloy. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  of  the  silver 
coins,  the  dollar  shall  be  of  the  weight  of  four  hundred  and 
twelve  and  one-half  grains;  the  half  dollar  of  the  weight  of 
two  hundred  and  six  and  one-fourth  grains;  the  quarter  dol- 
lar of  the  weight  of  one  hundred  and  three  and  one-eighth 
grains;  the  dime,  or  tcntli  part  of  a  dollar,  of  the  weight  of 
forty-one  and  a  quarter  grains;  and  the  half  dime,  or  twen- 
tieth part  of  a  dollar,  of  the  weight  of  twenty  grains  and 
five-eighths  of  a  grain.  And  the  dollars,  haUf  dollars,  and 
quarter  dollars,  dimes  and  half  dimes,  shall  be  legal  ten- 
ders of  payment,  according  to  their  nominal  value,  for  any 
sums  whatever. 

Sec,  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  of  the  gold 
coins,  the  weight  of  the  eagle  shall  be  two  hundred  and 
fifly-eight  grains;  that  of  the  half  eagle  one  hundred  and 
twenty -nine  grains;  and  that  of  the  quarter  eagle  sixty-four 
and  one-half  grains.  And  that,  for  all  sums  whatever,  the 
eagle  sliall  be  a  legal  tender  of  payment  for  ten  dollars;  the 
half  eagle  for  five  dollars;  and  the  quarter  eagle  for  two  and 
a  half  dollars. 

Sec.  II.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  silver  coins 
heretofore  issued  at  the  mint  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
gold  coins  issued  since  the  thirty-first  day  of  July,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty -four,  shall  continue  to 
be  legal  tenders  of  payment  for  their  nominal  valued  on  the 
same  terms  as  if  they  were  of  the  coinage  provided  for  by 
this  act. 


Sec.  12.  And  be  it  fwrtker  enaded,  That,  of  the  co^ 
coins,  the  weight  of  tKe  cent  shall  be  one  hundred  andfixt}-. 
eight  grains,  and  the  weight  of  the  half  cent  ogbtj-iirat 
grains.  And  the  cent  shall  be  considered  of  the  value  cf 
one-hundredth  part  of  a  dollar,  and  the  half  cent  of  tbe 
value  of  one  two-hundreth  part  of  a  dollar. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  upon  the  coisi 
struck  at  the  mint  there  shall  be  the  following  devicts  tai 
legends:  upon  one  side  of  each  of  said  coiiis  there  ahailk 
an  impression  emblematic  of  liberty,  with  an  intcripdon^ 
the  word  Libertt,  and  the  year  of  the  coinage;  tnd  opft 
the  reverse  of  each  of  the  gold  and  silver  cam,  there  liail 
be  the  figure  or  representation  d  an  eagle,  with  the  iBsoo- 
tion  United  States  of  America,  and  a  designation  of  t^ 
value  of  the  coin;  but  on  the  reverse  of  the  dime  and  b^ 
dime,  cent  and  half  cent,  the  figure  of  the  eagle  fbili  li 
omitted. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  gold  and  siim 
bullion  brought  to  the  mint  for  coinage,  shall  be  mstt* 
and  coined,  by  the  proper  officers,  for  the  benefit  of  tbe^^ 
pofiiton  Provided,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  to  refose  at  tk 
mint  any  deposite  of  less  value  than  one  hundred  doiki. 
and  any  bullion  so  base  as  to  be  unsuitable  for  the  op£«; 
tions  of  the  mint:  And  prodded,  also.  That  when  goU  e^ 
silver  are  combined,  if  cither  of  these  metals  be  in  sxk 
small  proportion  that  it  caimot  bo  separated  adnntagwvslT, 
no  allowance  shall  be  made  to  the  depositor  for  the  ^tlviif 
such  metal. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enaded,  That  when  bait 
is  brought  to  the  mint  for  coinage,  it  shall  be  weighed  !^ 
the  treasurer,  in  the  presence  of  the  depositor,  when  pet- 
cable,  and  a  receipt  given,  which  shall  state  the  deecni^ 
and  weight  of  the  bullion:  Provided,  That  when  the  buiiiii 
b  in  such  a  st&tc  as  to  require  melting  before  its  ntsefs: 
be  ascertained,  the  weight  after  melting  riiall  be  cons^ 
as  the  true  weight  of  the  bullion  deposited. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  Thai  from  r>c^ 
parcel  of  bullion  deposited  for  coinage,  the  treasurer  ^ 
deliver  to  the  assayer  a  sufficient  portion  for  theporpoK^ 
being  assayed;  but  all  such  bullion  remaining  from  tfaeo{<> 
ations  of  the  assay  shall  be  returned  to  the  tKUVti^^ 
assayer. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  assa^^ 
shall  report  to  the  treasurer  the  quality  or  standard  ^^ 
bullion  assayed  by  him;  and  he  shall  also  oommunicatf  ^' 
the  treasurer  such  information  as  will  enable  him  ta  at 
mate  the  amount  of  the  charges  hereinafter  providrdhir/ 
be  made  to  the  depositor,  for  the  expenses  of  convcmse!^ 
bullion  into  standard  metal  fit  for  coinage. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  only  ^ 
jects  of  charge  by  the  mint  to  the  deposior  shall  be  tl^  » 
lowing:  For  refining  when  the  bullion  is  below  stiflu^ 
for  toughening  when  metals  are  contained  in  it  whicti^ 
der  it  unfit  for  coinage;  for  copper  used  for  alloy  wbK  '- 
bullion  is  above  standard;  for  silver  introduced  into  the » 
loy  of  gold;  and  for  sepamting  the  gold  and  silTcr  ^v-. 
these  metals  exist  together  in  the  bullion:  and  thai  tbri^ 
of  these  charges  shall  be  fixed,  from  time  to  time.  ^^  -' 
director,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Secretary  of  the  1 1^-^' 
ury,  so  as  not  to  exceed,  in  their  judgment,  the  aciw^  ''^' 
pense  to  the  mint  of  the  materials  and  labor  m^)^ 
each  of  the  cases  aforementioned;  and  that  the  amouat  r 
ceived  from  these  charges  shall  be  accounted  for,  m^  ^■ 
propriated  for  defraying  the  contingent  expenses (rf'thf°'f 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  T}aaXiim^iW 
of  the  assayer,  and  tlie  weight  of  the  bullion,  the  trtrv*; 
shall  estimate  the  whole  value  of  each  dqiosite,  air  ^» 
the  amount  of  the  charges  or  deductions,  if  any;  ^^^[l 
he  shall  give  a  detailed  memorandum  to  the  dcpoeijo!^ : 
he  shall  also  give,  at  the  same  time,  under  his  hatA *^' 
tificatc  of  the  nett  amount  of  the  deposits,  ^  ^  ^ 
coins  of  the  same  species  of  bullion  as  ^t  depo^^^ 
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Sec.  20.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  pareek  of  bul- 
)n  Bhall  be,  iiroro  time  to  time,  tranaferred  by  the  treas* 
■er  to  the  melter  and  refiner;  that  a  careful  record  of  these 
emsfers,  noting  the  weight  and  character  of  the  bullion, 
lall  be  kept;  and  that  the  bullion  thus  placed  in  the  handa 
the  melter  and  refiner  shall  be  subjected  to  the  several 
oeesaes  which  may  be  necessary  to  form  it  into  ingots  of 
e  legal  standard,  and  of  a  quality  suitable  for  coinage. 
Sec.  21.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  ingoU  thus 
epared  shall  be  assayed  by  the  assayer,  and  if  they  prove 
be  within  the  limits  allowed  for  deviation  from  the  stand- 
J,  they  shall  be  transferred  by  the  melter  and  refiner  to 
p  treasurer,  accompanied  by  the  assayer's  certificate  of 
sir  fineness;  and  that  a  careful  record  of  the  transfer  shall 
kept  by  the  treasurer. 

Sec.  22.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  ingots  of 
Id  shall  be  used  for  coinage  of  which  the  quality  difien 
>re  than  two  thousanddis  from  the  legal  standard;  and 
It  no  ingots  of  silver  shall  be  used  for  coinage  of  which 
i  quality  differs  more  than  three  thoupandths  from  the 
yd  standard. 

Sec.  23.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  the  treas- 
sr's  account  with  the  melter  and  refiner,  the  melter  and 
iner  shall  be  debited  with  the  standard  weight  of  all  the 
lion  placed  in  his  hands,  that  is  to  say,  with  the  weight 
metal  of  legal  standard  fineness  which  it  will  make;  and 
t  hes  shall  be  credited  by  the  standard  weight  of  all  the 
ots  <Iclivered  by  him  to  the  treasurer;  and  that  once  at 
Bt  in  every  year,  at  such  time  as  the  director  shall  ap* 
jit,  the  melter  and  refiner  shall  deliver  up  to  the  treas- 
T  all  the  bullion  in  his  possession,  in  order  that  his  ac- 
mts  may  hi  settled  up  to  that  time;  and,  in  this  aettle- 
nU  he  shall  be  entitled  to  a  credit  for  the  difference  be- 
?en  the  whole  amount  of  bullion  delivered  to  him  and 
eived  from  him,  since  the  last  settlement,  as  an  allow- 
le  for  necessary  waste:  Provided,  That  this  allowance 
ill  not  exceed  two  thousandths  of  the  whole  amount  of 
d  and  silver  bullion,  respectively,  that  had  been  deliver- 
to  him  by  the  treasurer. 

^c.  24.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  treasurer 
il,  fiom  time  to  time,  deliver  over  to  the  chief  coiner 
ots  for  the  purpose  of  coinage;  that  he  shall  keep  a  faith- 
record  of  these  transfers,  noting  the  weight  and  descrip- 
1  of  the  ingots;  and  that  the  ingots  thus  placed  in  the 
ids  of  the  chief  coiner  shall  be  passed  through  the  several 
cesses  necessary  to  make  from  them  coins,  in  all  re- 
cta, conformsble  to  law. 

$«c.  25.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  adjusting 
weights  of  the  coins,  the  following  deviations  firom  the 
idard  weight  shall  not  be  exceeded  in  any  of  the  single 
[•e« :  in  the  dollar  and  half  dollar,  one  grain  and  a  half; 
the  quarter  dollar,  one  grain;  in  the  dime  and  half 
kc,  hsdf  a  grain;  in  the  gold  coins,  one-quarter  of  a  grain ; 
he  copper  coins,  one  grain  in  the  pennyweight;  and 
t,  in  vreighing  a  large  number  of  pieces  together,  when 
vexed  fi^>m  the  chi^  coiner  to  the  treasurer,  and  firom 
treasurer  to  the  depositors,  the  deviations  firam  the 
idard  weight  shall  not  exceed  the  following  limits :  four 
my  weights  in  one  thousand  dollars ;  three  pennyweights 
one  thousand  half  dollars ;  two  pennyweights  in  one 
usand  quarter  dollars ;  one  pennyweight  in  one  thousand 
les ;  one  pennyweight  in  thousand  half  dimes ;  two  pen- 
veights  in  one  thousand  eagles ;  one  and  a  half  penny- 
^ht  in  one  thousand  half  eagles ;  one  pennyweight  in 
thousand  quarter  eagles. 

lee.  26.  And  he  it  furtftcr  enacted.  That  the  chief 
ler  shall,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  coins  are  prepared, 
ver  them  over  to  the  treasurer,  who  shall  keep  a  careful 
>rd  of  their  kind,  number,  and  weight;  that,  in  receiv- 
the  coins,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  treasurer  to  see 
stfaer  the  coins  of  that  delivery  are  within  the  legal  Um- 
>f  the  standard  weight ;  and,  if  his  trials  for  this  pur- 


pose shall  not  prove  satisftctoiy,  he  shall  cause  all  the  coins 
of  this  delivery  to  be  weighed  separately,  and  such  as  are 
not  of  legal  weight  shall  be  delivered  to  the  melter  and  re- 
finer, as  standard  bullion,  to  be  again  formed  into  ingots 
and  recoined. 

Sec.  27.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  at  every  de- 
livery of  coins  made  by  the  chief  coiner  to  the  treasurer,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  treasurer,  in  the  presence  of  the  as- 
sayer, to  take  indiscriminately  a  certain  number  of  pieces 
of  each  variety  for  the  annual  trial  of  coins,  (the  number 
being  prescribed  by  the  director,)  which  shall  be  carefully 
labelled,  and  deposited  in  a  chest  appropriated  for  the  pur- 
pose, kept  under  the  joint  care  of  the  treasurer  and  assay- 
er, and  so  secured  that  neither  can  have  access  to  its  con- 
tents without  the  presence  of  the  other. 

Sec.  28.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  chief  coin- 
er shall,  from  time  to  time,  deliver  to  the  treasurer  the  clip- 
pings and  other  portions  of  bullion  remaining  after  the  pro- 
cess of  coining,  and  that  the  treasurer  shall  keep  a  careful 
record  of  their  amount. 

Sec.  29.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  the  treas- 
urer's account  with  the  chief  coiner,  the  chief  coiner  shall 
be  debited  with  the  amount  in  weight  of  standard  metal  of 
all  the  bullion  placed  in  his  hands,  and  credited  with  the 
amount,  also  by  weight,  of  all  the  coins,  clippings,  and 
other  bullion  delivered  by  him  to  the  treasurer ;  and  that 
once  at  least  in  every  year,  at  such  time  as  the  director 
shall  appoint,  the  chief  coiner  shall  deliver  to  the  treasurer 
all  the  coins  and  bullion  in  his  possession,  so  that  his  ac- 
counts may  be  settled  up  to  that  time ;  and  in  this  settle- 
ment he  snail  be  entitled  to  a  credit  for  the  difference  be- 
tween the  whole  amount  of  the  ingots  delivered  to  him,  and  of 
the  coins  and  bullion  received  from  him,  since  the  last  set^ 
tlement,  as  an  allowance  for  necessary  waste :  Provided, 
That  this  allowance  shall  not  exceed  two  thousandths  of 
the  whole  amount  of  the  silver,  or  one  and  one-half  thou- 
sandth of  the  whole  amount  of  the  gold,  that  had  been  de- 
livered to  him  by  the  treasurer. 

Sec.  30.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  when  the  coins 
which  are  the  equivalent  to  any  depoeite  of  bullion  are 
ready  for  delivery,  they  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  depositor, 
or  his  order,  by  die  treasurer,  on  a  warrant  from  the  direct- 
or ;  and  the  payment  shall  be  made,  if  demanded,  in  the 
order  in  which  the  bullion  shall  have  been  brought  to  the 
mint,  giving  priority  according  to  priority  of  deposite  only, 
and  that,  in  the  denominations  of  coin  delivered,  the  treasu- 
rer shall  comply  with  the  wishes  of  the  depositor,  unless 
when  impracticable  or  inconvenient  to  do  so ;  in  which 
case  the  denominations  of  coin  shall  be  designated  by  the 
director. 

Sec.  31.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enabling  the  mint  to  make  returns  to  depositors 
with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  keep  in  the  said  mint,  when 
the  state  of  the  Treasury  will  admit  thereof,  a  deposite  of 
such  amount  of  public  money,  or  of  bullion  procured  for 
the  purpose,  as  he  shall  judge  convenient  and  necessary, 
not  exceeding  one  million  of  dollars,  out  of  which  those 
who  bring  bullion  to  the  mint  may  be  paid  the  value  there- 
of as  soon  as  practicable  after  this  value  has  been  ascertain- 
ed ;  that  the  bullion  so  deposited  shall  become  the  property 
of  the  United  States ;  that  no  discount  or  interest  shall  be 
charged  on  moneys  so  advanced ;  and  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  may  at  any  time  withdraw  the  said  deposite, 
or  any  part  thereof,  or  may,  at  bin  discretion,  allow  the 
coins  formed  at  the  mint  to  be  given  for  their  equivalent  in 
'Other  money. 

Sec.  32.  And  he  it  further  Cfnacted,  That,  to  secure  a 
due  conformity  in  the  gold  and  silver  coins  to  their  respect- 
ive standards  and  weights,  an  annual  trial  shall  be  made  of 
the  pieces  reserved  for  this  purpose  at  the  mint  and  its 
branches,  before  the  judge  of  the  district  court  of  the  Uni- 
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ted  States  for  the  eastern  district  of  Pennsytrania,  the  attor- 
ney of  the  United  States  for  the  eastern  district  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  the  collector  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  and 
sttch  other  persons  as  the  President  shall,  from  time  to 
time,  designate  for  that  purpose,  who  ghall  meet  as  commis- 
sioners for  the  performance  of  this  duty  on  the  second  Mon- 
day in  Fehniary,  annually,  and  may  continue  their  meet- 
ings, by  adjournment,  if  necemary ;  and  if  a  majority  of 
the  commissioners  shall  fail  to  attend  at  any  time  appointed 
for  their  meeting,  then  the  director  of  the  mint  shall  call  a 
meeting  of  the  commissioners  at  such  other  time  as  he  may 
deem  convenient ;  and  that  before  these  commissioners,  or  a 
majority  of  them,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  officers  of  the 
mint,  si|ph  examination  shall  be  made  of  the  reserved 
pieces  as  shall  be  judged  sufficient ;  and  if  it  shall  appear 
that  these  pieces  do  not  diffisr  from  the  standard  6nenes6  and 
weight  by  a  greater  quantity  than  is  allowed  by  law,  the 
trial  shall  be  considered  and  reported  as  satisfactory ;  but  if 
any  greater  deviation  from  the  legal  standard  or  weight 
shall  appear,  this  fact  shall  be  cort^ed  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States ;  and  if,  on  a  view  of  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  he  shall  so  decide,  the  officer  or  officers  impli- 
cated in  the  error  shall  be  thenceforward  disqualified  firom 
holding  their  respective  offices. 

Sec.  38.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  copper  bul- 
lion shall  be  purchased  for  the  mint,  from  time  to  time,  by 
the  treasurer,  under  instructions  from  the  director;  that  the 
cost  shall  be  i>aid  from  the  fund  hereinafter  provided  for; 
and  that  the  copper  bullion  shall  be  of  good  quality,  and  in 
the  form  of  planchets,  fit  for  passing  at  once  into  the  hands 
of  the  chief  coiner. 

Sec.  34.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  copper 
planchets  shall  be  delivered,  from  time  to  time,  by  the  treas- 
urer to  the  chief  coiner,  to  be  by  him  coined ;  and  all  such 
copper  shall  be  returned  to  the  treasurer,  by  the  chief  coin- 
er, weight  for  weight,  without  allowance  for  waste. 

Sec.  85.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  treasurer  of  the  mint  to  deliver  the  copper 
coins  in  exchange  for  their  legal  equivalent  in  other  money, 
to  any  persons  who  shall  apply  for  them :  Provided,  That 
the  sum  asked  for  be  not  leas  than  a  certain  amount,  to  be 
determined  by  the  director,  and  that  it  be  not  so  great  as, 
in  his  judgment,  to  interfere  with  the  capacity  of  the  mint 
to  supply  other  applicants. 

Sec.  36.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  copper 
coins  may,  atthe  discretion  of  the  director,  be  deliver^  in 
any  of  the  principal  cities  and  towns  of  the  United  States, 
at  the  cost  of  the  muit  for  transportation. 

Sec.  37.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  money 
received  by  the  treasurer  in  exchange  for  copper  coins  shall 
form  a  fund  in  his  hands,  which  shall  be  used  to  purchase 
copper  planchets,  and  to  pay  the  expense  of  transportation 
of  copper  coins ;  and  that,  if  there  be  a  surplus,  the  same 
shall  be  appropriated  to  defray  the  contingent  expenses  of 
the  mint. 

Sec.  38.  And  be  it  fi^rthcr  enacted.  That  all  acts  or 
parts  of  acts  heretofore  passed,  relating  to  the  mint  and 
coins  of  the  United  States,  which  are  inconsistent  with  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 

Approved  January  18,  1837. 

AN  ACT  making  appropriations  for  the  payment  of  the 
revolutionary  and  other  pensioners  of  the  United  States 
for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
seTen. 

Be  it  enacted,  Ac,  That  the  following  sums  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the  pen- 
sioners of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
himdred  and  thirty-seven  : 

For  the  revolutionary  pensioners,  under  the  several  acts, 
other  than  those  of  the  fifteenth  of  May,  one  thousand 


eight  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  the  scveath  of  June,  «te 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two,  and  the  fmuth  i 
July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-iii,  leva 
hundred  and  twelve  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty  dolhrL 

For  the  invalid  pensioners,  under  various  liwt,  thne 
hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  three  hundred  ind  m- 
enty-Hx  dollars. 

For  pensions  to  widows  and  orphans,  under  the  ad  of 
the  fourth  of  July,  one  thounnd  eight  hundred  sad  tluty- 
six,  five  hundred  and  fifty-two  diousand  dollars. 

For  pensions  to  widows  and  orphans,  paytbk  tboogb 
the  office  of  the  Third  Auditor,  four  Aousaod  dolbn. 

Approved  January  18,  1837. 

AN  ACT  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  hones  anJ  otk 

property  lost  or  destroyed  in  the  military  service  of  tbe 

United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  Sre.,  That  any  field,  or  staff,  or  othcT(^ 
ficcr,  mounted  militiaman,  volunteer,  ranger,  «  caT^, 
engaged  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  State*  bd« 
the  eighteenth  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  tvchre,  « 
who  shall  hereafter  be  in  said  service,  and  hassnifiuned,^ 
shall  sustain  damage,  without  any  fault  or  oegiigeDce  st 
his  part,  while  in  said  service,  by  the  loss  of  a  b<ssr  a 
battle,  or  by  the  loss  of  a  horse  wounded  in  bsttle,  ^ 
which  has  died  or  shall  die  of  aaad  wound,  or  beio;  u 
wounded  shall  be  abandoned  by  order  of  his  officer,  ib^ 
lost,  or  shall  sustain  damage  }tj  the  loss  of  any  bone  bi 
death  or  abandonment,  in  consequence  of  theUaitedSure 
failing  to  supply  sufficient  forage,  or  because  the  lider  w 
dismounted  and  separated  from  his  hone,  and  afde]«dtoi» 
duty  on  foot  at  a  station  detached  from  his  hone,  or  vfas 
the  officer  in  the  immediate  command  ordered  or  ihail  orir 
the  horsetumed  out  to  graae  in  the  woods,  prairies,  orc^* 
mons,  because  the  United  States  failed  or  shall  ftil  to«p^ 
ply  sufficient  forage,  and  the  losa  was  orshallbeconseqeai 
thereof;  or  for  the  loss  of  neoeaaary  equipage,  in  oi»« 
quence  of  the  loss  of  Ids  horse  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  alk^^ 
and  paid  the  value  thereof:  Provided,  That  if  any  pe^' 
lus  been,  or  shall  be,  made  to  any  one  aforesaid,  fi»r  th«» 
and  risk,  or  for  forage  after  the  death,  loss,  or  *bi»^ 
ment  of  his  horse,  said  payment  ahall  be  deducted  fro«B^ 
value  thereof,  unless  he  satisfied  or  ahall  satisfy  the  p*r 
master,  at  the  time  he  made  or  ahall  make  the  \t:fa^\^ 
thereafter  sdow,  by  proof,  that  he  was  remounted,  in  w^ 
case  the  deduction  ediall  only  extend  to  the  time  be  ws  » 
foot :  And  provided,  also.  If  any  payment  shall  hate  beca> 
or  shall  hereafter  be,  made  to  any  person  aboveiDentkik^ 
on  account  of  elodiing,  to  which  he  was  not  entiti«l  i; 
law,  such  payment  shall  be  deducted  from  the  nine  of  •* 
horse  or  accoutrements. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any  V^ 
who,  in  the  said  military  service  as  a  volunteer,  ordRi^' 
ed  militiaman,  furnished  or  shall  furnish  himself  wiib«^^ 
and  military  accoutrements,  and  sustained  or  ahsP^'f^ 
damage  by  the  capture  or  destruction  of  the  saaie,  «i^ 
any  &ult  or  negligence  on  his  jMrt,  or  who  lost  or  £i^ 
lose  the  same  by  reason  of  his  bemg  wounded  in  the  sen^ 
shall  be  alloweid  and  paid  the  value  thereof. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any  pfo* 
who  sustained  or  shall  sustain  damage  by  the  Kmb,  af^f 
or  destruction,  by  an  enemy,  of  any  horse,  took,  o^  ^' 
on,  cart,  bOat,  sleigh,  or  harness,  while  such  prapertt  fl^ 
in  the  miKUry  service  of  the  United  States,  «*"^'^, 
pressment  or  contract,  except  in  cases  wbere  the  ri* 
which  the  property  would  be  exposed  was  agreed  to  be  n^ 
curred  by  the  owner,  if  it  shall  appear  that  such  l«»»  ^ 
ture,  or  destruction  was  without  any  fiiult  or  neglif^^ 
the  part  of  the  owner;  and  any  person  who,  ^*^^^ 
such  fault  or  negligence,  sustained  or  shall  sustain  d^ 
by  the  death  or  abandonment  and  loss  of  any  such  ^ 
mule,  or  ox,  while  in  ^  service  aforesaid,  in  cooseqa^ 
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»f  the  &Uiire  on  Ihe  part  of  the  United  States  to  furnish 
iie  same  with  sufficient  forage,  shall  be  allowed  and  paid 
the  value  thereof. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tliat  the  claims  pro- 
dded for  under  this  act  shall  be  adjusted  by  the  Third  An- 
litor,  under  such  rules  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  under  the  direction  or  with  the  assent  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  as  well  in  regard  to  the  re- 
:eipt  of  applications  of  clainuaits,  as  the  species  and  degrees 
)f  evidence,  ^  manner  in  whidi  such  eridence  shall  be 
aken  and  authenticated,  which  rules  shall  be  such  as,  in 
he  opinion  of  the  President,  shall  be  best  calculated  to  ob- 
aia  the  object  of  this  act,  paying  a  due  regard  as  well  to 
he  claims  of  individual  justice  as  to  the  interests  of  the 
United  States,  which  roles  and  regulations  shall  be  pub- 
ishcd  for  four  weeks  in  such  newspapaia  in  which  the  laws 
>f  the  United  States  are  published  as  the  Secretary  of  War 
ihall  direct. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  fuartlttr  enacted^  That,  in  all  adju- 
lications  of  said  Auditor  upon  the  claims  above  mentioned, 
whether  such  judgment  be  in  hvor  ot,  or  adverse  to,  the 
daim,  shall  be  entered  in  a  book  provided  by  him  for  that 
>urp06e,  and  under  his  direction ;  and  when  snch  judgment 
)faail  be  in  favor  of  snch  claim,  the  claimant,  or  his  legal 
representative,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  amount  thereof  upon 
•he  production  of  a  copy  thereof  certified  by  the  said  Au- 
Htor,  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enadedy  That,  in  all  instances 
ivhere  any  minor  has  been,  or  shall  be,  engaged  in  the  mil- 
tary  service  of  the  United  States,  and  was,  or  shall  be, 
Tovided  with  ai  horse  or  equipments,  or  with  military  ac- 
oQtrements,  bjr  his  parent  or  guardian,  and  has  died,  or 
hall  die,  without  paying  for  said  property,  and  the  same 
its  been  or  shell  be  lost,  captured,  destroyed,  or  abandoned 
n  the  manner  "before  mentioned,  said  parent  or  guardian 
hall  be  allowe^i  pay  therefor,  on  making  satis&ctoiy  proof, 
s  in  other  cases,  and  the  further  proof  that  he  is  entitled 
hereto  by  having  furnished  the  same. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  in  all  instances 
vbere  any  person,  o&ier  than  a  minor,  has  been  or  shall 
e  engaged  in  the  military  service  aforesaid,  and  has  been 
•r  shall  be  provided  with  a  horse  or  equipments,  or  with 
ulitary  accoutrements,  by  any  person,  the  owner  thereof, 
rho  has  risked  or  shall  take  the  risk  of  such  horse,  equip- 
ments, or  militaxy  accoutrements,  on  himself^  and  the  same 
tas  been  or  shall  be  lust,  .captured,  destroyed,  or  abandon- 
d  In  the  manner  before  mentioned,  such  owner  shall  be 
llowed  pay  therefor,  on  making  satisfactory  proof,  as  in 
ther  cases,  and  the  further  proof  that  h^is  entitled  thereto 
y  having  furnished  the  same,  and  having  taken  the  risk 
n  himself. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  act  passed 
n  the  nineteenth  of  February,  eighteen  hundred  and 
Mrty-three,  entitled  «An  act  for  the  payment  of  horses 
Eld  arms  lost  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States 
Sainst  the  Indians  on  the  frontier  of  Illinois  and  Michi- 
in  Territory,*'  and  an  act  passed  on  the  thirtieth  of  June, 
ghteen  hundred  and  thirty-four,  entitled  *'  An  act  to  pro- 
ide  for  the  payment  of  claims  for  preperty  lost,  captured, 
-  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  while  in  the  military  service  of 
le  United  States,  during  the  late  war  with  the  Indians  on 
le  frontier  of  Illinois  and  Michigan  Territory,"  be,  and  the 
ime  are  hereby,  repealed. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  fuHher  enacted.  That  this  act  shall 
?  and  remain  in  force  until  the  close  of  the  next  session  of 
ongress. 

Approved  January  18,  1837. 

N  ACT  to  admit  the  State  of  Michigan  into  the  Union 

upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States. 
Whereas,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  June 
le  fifteenth,  ei^teen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  entitled  <<  An 


act  to  establish  the  northern  boundary  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
and  to  provide  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Michigan 
into  the  Union,  upon  the  conditions  therein  expressed,"  a 
convention  of  delates,  elected  by  the  people  of  the  said 
State  of  Michigan,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  giving  Uieir  as- 
sent to  (he  boundaries  of  the  said  State  of  Michigan,  as  de- 
scribed, declared,  and  established  in  and  by  the  said  act, 
did,  on  the  fifteenth  of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and 
tliirty-siz,  assent  to  the  provisions  of  the  said  act*  there- 
fore. 

Be  it  enaetedy  4'C.,  That  the  State  of  Michigan  shall  be 
one,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  one,  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  and  admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  the  original  States,  in  all  respects  whatever. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  in  carrying  into  effect  the  thirteenth  and 
fourteenth  sections  of  the  act  of  the  twenty-third  of  June, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty -six,  entitled  <*  An  act  to  regu- 
late the  depositee  of  the  public  money,"  shall  consider  the 
State  of  Michigan  as  being  one  of  the  United  States. 

Approved  January  26,  1837. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Robert  P.  Letcher  and  Thomas 

P.  Moore. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  there  paid  out  of  any  money  in 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  Robert  P. 
Letcher,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  fkre  hundrsd  and  forty- 
four  dollars,  and  to  Thomas  P.  Moore,  the  like  sum  of  one 
thousand  five  hundred  and  forty-four  dollars;  the  same  be- 
ing at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per  day  from  the  second  day 
of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-three, 
to  the  twelfth  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-four,, 
both  inclusive,  being  the  period  occupied  by  the  House  of 
Repreeentatives  of  the  United  States  of  the  twenty-third 
Congress,  in  deciding  the  contest  for  a  seat  in  the  said 
Houses  as  the  Representative  for  the  fifth  congressional 
district  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  which  seat  was  claimed 
by  each  of  said  parties;  and  that  the  allowance  for  travel* 
Img,  as  fixed  by  law  for  a  member  of  Congress,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  granted  and  allowed  to  the  said  Robert  P. 
Letcher  and  to  the  said  Thomas  P.  Moore,  for  coming  to 
and  returning  from  the  seat  of  Government  to  their  resi- 
dences, respectively,  upon  the  most  usual  and  accustomed 
route  of  travel;  the  amount  of  which  allowance  shall  be  os- 
cMtained  by  the  accounting  officers,  and  paid  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  othezyrise  appropriated. 

Approved  January  31,  1837. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Norman  Holt. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^e..  That  Norman  Holt,  of  Owen  coun- 
ty, in  the  State  of  Indiana,  liiall  be  entitled  to  enter  one 
quarter-quarter  section  of  land,  on  any  of  the  unsold  lands 
in  the  Vincennes  land  district  in  said  State,  subject  to  en- 
try at  private  sale,  on  his  first  surrendering  to  the  United 
States,  at  the  said  office,  the  southwest  quarter  of  the  south- 
east quarter  of  section  number  twenty-five,  in  township 
twelve  north,  and  range  five  west;  and  that  the  money  paid 
by  said  Holt  for  the  entry  of  said  tract,  shall  be  applied  to 
the  payment  of  snch  other  tract  or  quarter-quarter  section 
as  the  said  Holt  may  enter  in  said  dbtrict. 

Approved  January  31,  1887. 

AN  ACT  to  authorize  certain  railroad  companies  to  con- 
struct railroads  through  the  public  lands  in  the  Territory 
of  Florida. 

Be  it  enacted,  <Vc.,  That  the  East  Florida  Railroad  Com- 
pany, a  corporation  established  by  an  act  of  the  Governor 
and  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  appro- 
ved the  fourteenth  of  February,  anno  Domini  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-five,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorized  to 
locate  and  construct  a  railroad  on  the  following  route,  to 
I  wit:  commencing  on  the  St.  John's  river,  and  thence,  in 


APPENDIX— 7V>  GdU$  Sf  Beaton's  Register. 


24th  Cosio.  2d  8s9S.] 


Laws  of  the  United  States, 


the  most  convenient  and  suitable  direction,  to  Tallahaaaee, 
or  the  waters  of  St.  Mark's  river  or  bay,  on  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  or  to  any  other  point  east  of  or  between  the  St. 
Mark's  and  Appcdachicola  rivers,  which  may  be  selected  by 
said  company. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  com- 
pany is  further  authorized,  wherever  the  said  route  ahall 
pass  over  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  to  locate  the 
same  thereon,  eighty  feel  wide;  which  said  location,  if  made 
according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  shall 
be  enjoyed  by  said  company  so  long  as  they  maintain  the 
said  road  for  the  public  accommodation. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  com- 
pany shall  have  the  right  to  take  from  the  said  public  lands, 
timber,  stone,  and  earth,  whenever  it  may  be  convenient  for 
the  construction  of  any  part  of  said  way  running  through 
the  same;  also,  to  deposite  and  leave  such  materials  upon 
such  lands,  whenever  it  may  be  necessary;  also,  to  cut 
drains,  where  necessary,  through  the  same;  and  during  the 
period  of  the  construction  of  said  way,  to  occupy  said  lands 
along  said  route,  doing  as  little  injury  thereto  as  may  be. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  to  entitle  the 
said  company  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  privileges  herein  pro- 
vided for,  they  shall  comply  with  the  following  conditions, 
to  wit: 

First,  They  shall  cause  the  said  route,  whenever  it 
passes  over  the  public  lands,  to  be  surveyed,  and  the  loca  • 
tion  of  the  way  to  be  accurately  delineated  in  their  proper 
connexion,  and  a  map  thereof  and  a  copy  of  the  locations, 
to  be  returned  and  deposited  in  the  General  Land  Office, 
within  six  months  from  the  date  of  the  final  location  of  said 
road. 

Second,  They  shall  cause  permanent  monuments  to  be 
erected'along  said  route,  conforming  to  such  locations  and 
maps,  defining  the  limits  of  the  way. 

Third,  Wherever  the  said  railway  shall  intersect  a  high- 
way or  travelled  way  on  the  public  lands,  that  way  or  ways 
shall  be  left  unobstructed. 

Fourth,  Wherever  it  shall  cross  a  stream  or  low  grounds, 
such  provision  shall  be  made  for  draitiing  off  the  water  as 
to  leave  the  said  public  lands  uninjured  by  said  railway. 

Fifth,  They  shall  complete  the  said  way  within  the  time 
provided  for  in  the  act  of  incorporation. 

Sixth,  Said  location  of  said  way  shall  be  considered  and 
treated  as  open  way,  and  be  kept  up  as  such,  and  the  lands 
abutting  thereon  shall  be  considered  as  abutting  upon  a 
public  way. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sections 
and  quarter  sections  of  public  lands  over  which  the  said 
road  may  pass,  shall  be  reserved  by  the  United  States  for 
two  years  after  the  final  location  of  the  said  way;  and  to  this 
end  the  said  company  shall,  as  soon  as  they  have  resolved 
to  survey  or  examine  any  route,  give  notice  to  the  register 
of  the  land  district  in  which  the  lands  may  be  over  which 
they  intend  to  pass;  and  when  the  final  location  is  made,  a 
further  notice  of  that  fact  shall  be  given,  in  like  manner, 
of  the  lands  over  which  it  actually  passes,  which  sud  last- 
mentioned  lands  shall  be  reserved  as  aforesaid  from  sale: 
Provided,  That  neither  the  said  company  nor  any  other 
person  shall  be  authorized  to  settle  on  the  said  reserved  sec- 
tions or  quarter  sections;  and  no  person  so  settling  shall  ac- 
quire thereby  a  pre-emptive  right  or  claim  to  the  said  re- 
served lands,  or  to  any  part  thereof;  and  if  said  company 
shall  fail  to  give  prompt  and  seasonable  notice  in  both  the 
above  cases,  they  shall  forfeit  their  privileges  under  this 
act. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  time  for 
making  the  surveys  and  commencing  the  woHl,  as  prescri- 
bed in  the  said  act  of  incorporation,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  extended  for  one  year  after  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  the  said 


Territory,  or  for  the  Legidatoie  ot  the  State  of  FloritU 
hereafter,  to  provide  by  law  for  the  constniction  of  nilroi& 
from  the  Appalachicola  river,  or  from  any  other  point,  lo 
cross  or  intersect  the  abovementioned  railroad,  from  tls« 
Georgia  State  line  lo  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  ludEiit 
Florida  Railroad  Company  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  utbo- 
rized  to  cross  the  railroad  proposed  to  be  made  at  any  point 
between  TaUahassee  and  St  Mark's. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Temt«y 
or  State  of  Florida  idiall,  at  the  end  of  twenty  yean,  have 
the  privilege  of  taking  one-fourth  of  the  stock  at  par,  bj 
paying  to  the  company  the  interest  on  the  inveatmeQt 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  actsor 
parts  of  acts  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  the  Temtoiy  cf 
Florida,  inconsistent  with  the  foregoing  provisions,  be,  lod 
the  same  are  hereby,  annulled. 

Sec.  1 1 .  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  PensKofe 
and  Perdido  Railroad  Company,  organized  under  actsoftlu 
Governor  and  Legislative  Council  of  the  Territory  of  FV- 
ida,  and  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  be,  and  they  are  herebj, 
authorized  to  make  a  railroad  from  Pensacola  to  the  t^iIhs 
of  Mobile  bay  or  river,  and  also^  that  the  Branswick  and 
Florida  Railroad  Company,  incorporated  by  an  act  of  tbe 
Legislature  of  Georgia,  be,  and  they  are  herieby  authoriied 
to  extend  their  railroad  from  the  Georgia  line  to  the  citr 
of  Tallahassee,  and  thence  to  the  river  Appalachicola,  or 
St.  George's  sound,  upon  the  same  conditions  and  Hiozu- 
tions  contained  in  the  foregoing  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  etiaded.  That  the  Lake  Win- 
nico  and  St  Joseph's  Canal  and  Railroad  Company,  «- 
ganized  under  acta  of  the  Governor  and  Legislativa  C«n- 
cil  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  be,  and  they  ars  hereby,  la- 
thorized  to  locate  and  construct  a  railroad  from  the  citj  d 
St.  Joseph's  to  the  city  of  Tallahaaaee,  in  said  Temint, 
upon  the  same  conditions  and  limitations  contained  m  tbe 
foregoing  provisions  of  this  act;  and  in  the  constrnctiLji  m 
said  road,  may  cross,  or  intersect,  and  fonn  a  junctMO 
with,  any  other  railroad  which  may  be  made  west  of  ^ 
city  of  Tallahassee. 

Approved  January  31,  1837. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Andrew  Knox. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  Andrew  Knox,  of  Washiogtofl 
county,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  be,  and  be  is  herebr, 
authorized  and  permitted  to  purchase,  upon  the  payont 
of  the  minimum  price  to  the  receiver  of  the  proper  iio^ 
district,  section  sixteen,  in  township  fourteen,  range  niu 
west,  in  the  Choctaw  district,  in  said  State,  the  purchisc 
of  which  section  heretofore  was  prevented  by  the  iUs^ 
numbering  of  the  sections  in  said  township. 

Sec  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shaU  be  tbf 
duty  of  the  Secietary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  ^  ^  *j 
lected  and  reserved  for  the  use  of  schools  within  the  s^ 
township  numbered  fourteen,  in  lieu  of  the  aforesaid  «eu^, 
a  section  of  land  in  equal  extent  in  said  Choctaw  land  dis- 
trict. 

Approved  February  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  John  E.  Wool 
Be  it  enacUd,  Ac,,  That  so  much  of 'the  thirtwaitli  ««- 
tion  of  the  act  of  June  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  sri 
thirty-four,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  organic* 
tion  of  the  department  of  Indian  affiurs,"  as  pttsa^ 
«  tfiat  all  merdiandise  required  by  any  Indian  treaty  tt<: 
the  Indians  payable  ai^r  making  such  treaty,  ahall  be  por* 
chased  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  up^^ 
proposals  to  be  received  to  be  based  on  noticea  previoQ^T 
to  he  given,"  be  dispensed  with  so  far  as  it  may  affxt  uk 
purchases  made  by  Brigadier  General  J.  E.  Wool  ^ 
the  eighteenth  article  of  the  treaty  with  the  Chookec  It- 
dians  of  December  twenty-ninth,  eighteen  hundred  i^ 
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tikirty-five,  prior  to  the  feoond  day  of  Norember,  eig^teeD 
hundred  and  thirty-ax,  and  that  the  00018  expended  b^  him 
previoos  to  that  date  be  passed  to  hii  credit  in  the  settle- 
ment of  his  aoooonts,  and  the  drafts  drawn  by  him  on  the 
Department  of  War  on  account  thereof,  be  paid  without 
reference  to  the  said  provisions  of  the  said  act. 
Approved  February  9,  1837. 

AN  ACT  to  extend  the  timits  of  the  port  of  New  Orleans. 

Be  it  enaetedf  4^.,  That,  from  and  after  the  passage  of 
this  act,  the  port  of  New  Orleans  shall  extend,  on  the  river, 
from  the  lower  to  the  upper  corporate  limits  of  the  munici- 
palities of  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 

Approved  February  9,  1837. 

AN  ACT  to  change  the  name  of  the  collection  district  of 

Dighton,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  to  Fall  River, 

and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted f  4^.,  That,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
April  next,  the  se^  district,  now  known  and  called  by  the 
name  of  the  Dighton  district,  shall  be  called  the  district  of 
Fall  River,  and  as  such  shall  be  made  a  port  of  entry  for 
vessels  arriving  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  from 
places  beyond  the  same,  any  law  now  in  force  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

Approved  February  13,  1837. 

AN  ACT  to  amend  an  act  entitled  «  An  act  to  establish 
branches  of  the  mint  of  the  United  States,'*  passed  the 
third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-five. 

Be  it  enactedp  ^c.  That  the  officers  of  the  branch  mint 
at  New  Orleans  shall  be  one  superintendent,  one  treasurer, 
one  aBsayer,  one  melter  and  refiner,  and  one  coiner;  and 
that  the  officers  of  the  branch  mints  at  Charlotte  and  Dah- 
lonega,  severally,  shall  be  one  superintendent,  who  shall 
also  perform  the  duUes  of  treasurer ;  one  assayer,  who  shall 
also  perform  the  duties  of  melter  and  refiner;  and  one 
coiner ;  and  the  annual  salaries  of  said  officers  shall  be  as 
follows :  for  the  branch  at  New  Orleans,  to  the  superin- 
tendent, two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars;  to  the  treasu- 
rer, the  assayer,  the  melter  and  refiner,  and  the  coiner,  each 
two  thousand  dollais ;  for  the  branches  at  Charlotte  and  at 
Dahlenoga,  to  the  superintendent  two  thousand  dollars,  and 
to  the  assayer  and  the  coiner,  each  fifteen  hundred  dollars. 
Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  so  much  of  the 
act  entitled  « An  act  to  establish  branches  of  the  mint  of 
the  United  States,"  approved  the  third  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-five,  as  is  inconsistent 
with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  be,  and  the  same  is  hcrcliy, 
repealed. 

Approved  February  13,   1837. 

AN  ACT  to  suspend  certain  provisoes  of  <*  An  act  to 
alter  and  amend  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  im- 
ports,'*  appro\'ed  the  fourteenth  day  of  July,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-two. 

He  it  enacted,  <^e..  That  the  provisoes  of  the  tenth  and 
twelfth  clauses  of  the  second  section  of  the  act  to  alter  and 
amend  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  imports,  passed 
July  the  fourteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-two,  be, 
and  the  same  are  here^,  suspended  until  the  close  of  the 
next  session  of  Cong^ress. 
Approved  March  1,  1837. 

AN  ACT  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  the  district  court 
of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Arkansas. 
Be  it  enacted,  Src,  That  the  district  court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  of  Arkansas  shall  have  the  same  ju- 
risdiction and  power,  in  all  respects  whatever,  that  was 
given  to  the  several  district  courts  of  the  United  States  by 
an  act  of  Congress  approved  March  thirtietb,  eighteen  hun- 


dred and  two,  entitled  «  An  act  to  regulate  trade  and  in- 
tercourse with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace  on 
the  frontiers,"  or  by  any  subsequent  acts  of  Congress, 
concerning  crimes,  offences,  or  ndsdemeanors,  which  may 
be  conunitted  against  the  laws  of  the  United  States  in  any 
town,  settlement,  or  territory  belonging  to  any  Indian  tribe 
in  amity  with  the  United  States,  of  which  any  other  dis- 
trict court  of  the  United  States  may  have  jurisdiction. 
Approved  March  1,  1837. 

AN  ACT  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 

army  for  the  year  <me  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-seven, and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  4«.,  That  the  following  sums  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  mon- 
ey in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  army  during  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-seven;  that  is  to  say  : 

For  the  pay  of  the  army,  one  million  ninety  thousand 
one  hundred  and  thirteen  dollars. 

For  the  subsistence  of  officers,  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty-eight  dollars. 

For  forage  of  officers*  horses,  seventy  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  eighty-seven  dollara. 

For  clothing  for  officers'  servants,  twenty-six  thousand 
Ave  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  payments  in  lieu  of  clothing  to  discharged  soldiers, 
thirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  subsistence,  exclusive  of  that  of  officers,  nine  hun- 
dred and  thirteen  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty-five  dol- 
lars, including  the  sum  of  three  himdred  and  five  thousand 
three  hundred  and  seventy-two  dollars  for  the  subsistence 
of  the  volunteers  and  militia  called  out  for  preventing  or 
suppressing  Indian  hostilities. 

ror  clothing  of  the  army,  camp  and  garrison  equippage, 
cooking  utensils,  and  hospital  fumituie,  two  hundred  and 
six  thouaand  nine  hundred  and  forty  dollars. 

For  the  medical  and  hospital  department,  thirty-eight 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  regular  supplies  furnished  by  the  quartermas- 
ter's department,  consisting  of  fuel,  forage,  straw,  sta- 
tionary,  and  printing,  two  hundred  and  eight  thousand 
dollars.  • 

For  barracks,  quarters,  store-houses,  embracing  the  re- 
pairs and  enlargement  of  barracks,  quarters,  store-houses, 
and  hoepitab  at  the  several  posts;  the  erection  of  tempo- 
rary cantonments  at  such  posts  as  shall  be  occupied  during 
the  year,  and  of  gun-houses  for  the  protection  of  the  can- 
non at  the  for)s  on  the  seaboard,  the  purchase  of  the  ne- 
cessary tools  and  materials  for  the  objects  wanted,  and  of 
the  authorized  furniture  for  the  barrack-rooms;  rent  of 
quarters  for  officers;  of  barracks  for  troops  at  posts  where 
there  are  no  public  buildings  for  their  accommoilation;  of 
store-houses  for  the  safe-keeping  of  subsistence,  clothing, 
dtc,  and  of  grounds  for  summer  cantonments,  encamp- 
ments, and  military  practice,  ninety -five  thousand  dollam. 

For  the  allowance  made  to  officers  for  the  transportation 
of  their  baggage,  when  travelling  on  duly,  without  troops, 
the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  transportation  of  troops  and  supplies,  viz.  tnin.;- 
portation  of  the  army,  including  the  baggage  of  troops 
when  moving  either  b^  land  or  water;  freight  and  ferriage; 
purchase  or  hire  of  horses,  mules,  oxen,  carts,  wagons, 
and  boats,  for  the  purpose  of  transportation,  or  for  the  use 
of  garrison;  drayage  and  cartage  at  the  several  posts;  hire 
of  teamsters;  transportation  of  funds  for  the  pay  depart- 
ment; expense  of  sailing  a  public  transport  between  the 
posts  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  of  procuring  water  at 
such  posts  as,  from  their  wtuation,  require  it;  the  trans- 
portation of  clothing  from  the  depot  at  Philadelphia  to 
the  stations  of  the  troops;  of  subsistence  from  tlie  places  tif 
purchase,  and  the  points  of  delivery  undei  contracts,   to 
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Buch  places  as  the  circumstances  of  the  senrice  may  require 
it  to  be  sent;  of  ordnance  from  the  foundries  and  ara^als 
to  the  fortification  and  frontier  poets,  and  of  lead  from  the 
Western  mines  to  the  several  arsenals,  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-^eTen  thousand  doUaiv. 

For  the  incidental  expenses  of  the  quartermaster's  de- 
partment, consisting  of  postage  on  pubtic  letters  and  pack- 
ets; expenses  of  courts*martial  and  courts  of  inquiry,  in- 
cluding the  compensation  of  judge  advocates,  members 
and  witnesses;  extra  pay  to  soldiers,  under  an  act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  second  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  nine  • 
teen;  expenses  of  expresses  from  the  frontier  posts,  of  the 
necessary  articles  for  the  interment  of  non-commissioned 
officers  and  soldleia;  hire  of  laborers;  compensation  to  clerks 
in  the  offices  of  quartermasters  and  assistant  quartermas- 
ters, at  posts  where  their  duties  cannot  be  performed  with- 
out such  aid,  and  to  temporary  agents  in  charge  of  dis- 
mantled works,  and  in  the  performance  of  other  duties ; 
purchase  of  horses  to  mount  the  second  regiment  of  dra- 
goons, and  expenditures  necessary  to  keep  the  two  regi- 
ments of  dragoons  complete,  including  the  purchase  of 
'  horses  to  supply  the  place  of  those  whid^  may  be  lost  and 
become  unfit  for  service;  and  the  erection  of  additional 
stables,  one  hundred  and  ninety -two  thousand  dollars. 

For  contimgendes  of  the  army,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  two  months'  extra  pay  to  re-enlistcd  soldiers,  and 
for  contingent  expenses  of  the  recruiting  service,  thirty-four 
thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty-two  dollars. 

For  arrearages  prior  to  the  first  of  July,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  und  fifteen,  payable  through  the  office  of 
the  Third  Auditor,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  national  armories,  three  hundred  and  sixty 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  armament  of  the  fortifications,  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  current  expenses  of  the  ordnance  service,  one 
hundred  and  twenty-three  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
seventy-five  dollars. 

For  arsenals,  throe  hundred  and  seventy-three  thousand 
four  hundred  and  twenty-nine  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  percussion  cannon  locks,  fifteen 
thousand  dollars. 

For  the  manufiicture  of  elevating  machines  for  barbette 
and  casemate  carriages,  eight  thousand  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars. 

For  the  manufacture  of  sponges  for  field  and  battery 
cannon,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  the  rifle  factory  at  the  Harper's  Ferry  armory,  eight 
thousand  five  hundred  and  lixty-nine  dollars. 

For  completing  the  barracks  at  Baton  Rouge,  being  an 
amount  expended  out  of  the  general  appropriation  for  the 
quartermaster's  department,  to  enable  the  accounting  offi- 
cers to  close  the  accounts,  twenty-three  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollars  and  five  cents. 

For  completing  the  wharf  at  Fort  Monroe,  Virginia,  five 
.hundred  dollars. 

For  constructing  a  river  wall,  making  embankment  to 
the  same,  arching,  stone-walling,  repairing  the  embank- 
ment of  Uie  new  canal,  and  for  completing  the  tilt-ham- 
mor-shop  at  Harper's  Ferry,  fifty  three  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  forty-three  dollars. 

For  a  magazine  at  the  arsenal  at  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana, 
five  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  land,  building  a  brick  warehouse 
and  wharf,  and  making  a  turnpike  road  to  the  river  at  the 
arsenal  at  Mount  Vernon,  Alabama,  in  addition  to  for- 
mer appropriations  for  these  objects,  six  thousand  six  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  enlarging  the  site  at  the  arsenal  at  Frankford,  Penn- 
sylvania, one  thousand  dollars. 

For  a  blacksmith's  shop,  a  reservoir,  and  a  gun-carriage 
house  at  JVaicrtown,  Massachusetts,  twenty-three  thou- 
sand one  hundred  dollars. 


For  the  pnichase  of  ten  thoosand  copper  liile  ibslu, 
seventeen  thotiaand  doUaia. 

Sec.  2.  And  beit  further  enaeted.  That  the  {oUovios 
sums  of  money  be  paid,  out  of  aay  mouey  in  Uis  Tnaairj 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  on  the  requisition  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  and,  ao  &r  as  shall  be  necemiy,  the  tsm 
shall  be  expended  for  the  following  purposes,  to  wit: 

For  the  pay,  travelling,  clothing  for  six  mon^  id 
other  legal  expenses  of  the  Teunessee  volunteeis,  ma- 
tered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  under  thi  k- 
quisition  of  General  Gaines,  under  date  of  April  eigfai, 
one  thousand  eig^  hundred  and  thirty-six,  and  the  pnc- 
lamation  of  Governor  Cannon  of  twenfy-eighth  of  h 
same  month,  and  aj^roved  by  the  Secrrtaiy  of  Wv  «i 
the  ninth  of  May,  by  diMction  of  the  Prmdem  of  & 
United  States,  one  hundred  thousand  doUaii:  Pmiki 
That  such  of  said  volimteers  as  volunteered  imder  the 
proclamation  of  Governor  Cannon  of  the  sixth  of  June  er 
twentieth  of  July,  (me  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thim 
six,  and  were  muatered  into  the  service  of  the  UsitH 
States,  and  are  entitled  to  clothing  under  the  act  of  Mr 
twenty-third,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and thiityBi, 
shall  not  be  paid  for  clothing  out  of  the  afore^ud  ipp 
priation. 

For  pay,  travelling,  clothing,  and  other  legal  e^m\ 
of  the  Tennesse  volunteers,  mustered  into  the  senic<  ot 
the  United  Stotes,  under  the  order  of  the  Secietaiy  of  Ws 
of  May  twenty-fifth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  u^ 
thirty-six,  and  Governor  Cannon's  prodamation  of  Jov 
sixth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-ox,  nioe^ 
five  thousand  dollars. 

For  pay,  travelling,  clothing,  and  other  legal  eipea^ 
of  the  Tennessee  volunteers,  mustered  into  the  service o^ 
the  United  States  under  General  Gaines's  reqnisittaQ,  i» 
der  date  of  June  twenty-eighth,  one  thousand  eigbtbo^ 
dred  and  thirty-six,  and  Governor  Cannon's  proclaanivs 
of  July  twentieth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirr 
six,  tliurty-five  thousand  three  hundred  and  ten  dollars 

For  the  liabiUtiea  incurred  by  Governor  Canncm  in  nu- 
ing  money,  so  far  as  said  money  has  been  properly  eTpea^' 
od  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  on  accoont  of  w 
aforesaid  volunteers,  thirteen  thousand  five  hundrd  ^  - 
lars. 

For  pay  due  the  executive  stafiTof  the  Governor  of  let 
nessee,  while  actually  engaged  in  obtaining,  orgaDi^- 
mustering,  or  marching  volunteers,  during  the  ycircc' 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  to  the  plaf<*  ^ 
their  rendezvous,  or  taking  returns  of  said  volunteerN  ^-^ 
thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Secreti/Jf' 
War  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directed  to  cause  to  be  pv<i  <' 
the  volunteers  and  milttia  of  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Ab 
bama,  and  Mississippi,  including  the  companies  in  H»'^ 
sippi,  mustered  into  the  service,  who  were  duly  called  dC' 
service,  and  whose  service  was  accepted  by  the  Exeruti^ 
of  the  States  respectively,  during  the  summer  of  the  y'-^ 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  under  it<)<>>'^ 
tions  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  from  generals  c^^ 
manding  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  and  vho  «^ 
discharged  before  marching,  the  amount  of  one  m<m* 
pay,  with  all  the  allowances  to  which  they  would  w^ 
been  entitled  if  they  had  been  in  actual  service  dunog  ^ 
period  of  one  month;  and  that  the  same  be  paid  out  ot  >bt 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  eleven  tbot 
sand  six  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  be  appropriated  iotpy 
ing  the  rifie  rangers,  Coosada  volunteers,  and  the  ut  '' 
pendent  blues,  under  the  command  of  Major  Holt,  t^ 
for  the  payment  of  Major  H<dt  and  battalion  stajr.  or  ^' 
much  of  said  sum  as  may  be  necessary  for  those  pun*^^ 
be  appropriated  and  paid  on  the  presentation  of  ^^^  1'^ 
of  said  companies  and  battalion  stajfT  to  thcPaymastff  "*- 
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en!,  with  etidenee  of  th«  time  they  were  m  the  lemce 
■gainBt  the  Creek  jndiana  in  the  months  of  May  and  June, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thiitf-six. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  one  thousand 
doltars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  for  arm- 
ing- and  equipping  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  in  ad- 
dition to  ^  appropriations  heretofore  made  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

See.  6.  Afid  be  it  further  enaetedf  That,  for  paying 
&e  claims  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  for  the  services  of 
her  militia  during  the  late  war,  to  be  audited  and  settled 
by  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury,  under 
the  superintendence  of  Sie  Secretary  of  War,  in  the  fol- 
lowing cases:  first,  where  the  militia  of  the  said  State 
were  called  out  to  repel  actual  invasion,  or  under  a  well- 
founded  apprehension  of  invasion;  provided  their  numbers 
were  not  in  undue  proportion  to  the  exigency;  secondly, 
where  they  were  called  out  by  the  authority  of  the  State, 
and  afterwards  recognised  by  the  Federal  Government;  and 
thirdly,  where  they  were  called  out  by,  and  served  under, 
the  requisition  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
any  officer  thereof  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, if  so  much  be  necessary  for  that  purpose,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  appropriated. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  to  pay  alt 
the  claims  of  North  Carolina  for  the  services  of  her  mi- 
litia during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  in  the  cases 
enumerated  in  the  act  approved  the  thirty-first  May,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty,  entitled  ''  An  act  to^authorize  the 
payment  of  the  claims  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  for  certain 
services  of  her  militia  during  the  late  war,"  and  also  the 
cl^ms  of  said  State  for  disbursements  in  the  purchase  of 
munitions  or  other  supplies  on  account  of  the  war,  and  ex- 
pended therein,  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated. 

Approved  March  1,  1837. 

A\  ACT  to  provide  for  the  support  of  the  Military  Acad- 
emy of  the  United  States  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred 

and  thirty-seven. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c. ,  That  the  following  sums  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  mon- 
ey in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the 
support  of  the  Military  Academy  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  tlllrty-seven,  to  wit: 

For  pay  of  the  officers,  cadets,  and  musicians,  fifty- 
six  thousand  and  twelve  dollars; 

For  subsistence  of  officers  and '  cadets,  thirty-nine  thou- 
sand five  hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars; 

For  forage  of  officers'  horses,  one  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-two  dollars; 

For  clothing  of  officers'  servants,  three  hundred  and 
thirty  dollars; 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Board  of  Visiters  at 
West  Point,  two  thousand  and  seven  dollars  and  eighty- 
four  cents; 

For  fuel,  stationary,  printing,  transportation,  and  post- 
age, eight  thousand  dollars; 

For  repairs,  improvements,  and  expenses  of  bulldint^, 
grounds,  roads,  wharves,  boats,  and  fences,  ten  thousand 
one  hundred  and  s^enty-eight  dollars  and  twenty-five 
cents; 

For  pay  of  adjutants'  and  quartermasters'  clerks,  nine 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars; 

For  philosophical  apparatus,  and  repairs  of  the  same, 
three  hundred  dollars; 

For  models  for  the  department  of  engineering,  three 
hundred  dollars; 

For  models  for  the  drawing  department,  apparatus  and 
contingencies  of  the  department  of  chemistry,  and  instru- 
ments and  rcpurs  for  the  mathematical  department,  eight 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars; 
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For  incidental  expenses  of  the  department  of  artillery, 
three  hundred  dollars; 

For  increase  and  expenses  of  the  library,  six  hundred 
dollars; 

For  miscellaneous  items  and  incidental  expenses,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy -seven  dollars  and  fifty 
cents; 

For  completing  the  chapel,  one  thousand  two  hundred 
and  fifty-three  dollars  and  thirty-five  cents; 

For  Uie  erection  of  a  suitable  building  to  contain  the  pub« 
lie  stores,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars; 

For  the  preparation  of  a  yard  and  construction  of  perma- 
nent shops  suitable  for  carpenters,  painters,  blacksmiths,  dec 
and  for  the  safe  keeping  of  implements  and  materials,  eight 
thousand  dollars; 

For  the  erection,  as  per  plan,  of  a  building  for  recitation 
and  military  exercises,  in  addition  to  amount  heretofore  ap- 
propriated, thirty  thousand  dollars; 

For  the  erection  of  new  barracks  for  the  Military  Acad- 
emy department,  to  consist  of  eight  buildings,  at  five  hun- 
dred dollars  each,  four  thousand  dollars; 

For  grading  the  grounds  about  the  exercise  hall,  and  re- 
moving temporary  buildings,  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  the  acting  professor  of  chemistry, 
mineralogy,  and  geology,  at  the  Military  Academy,  between 
the  first  of  September,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-seven,  and  the  first  of  September,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-eight,  at  twenty -five  dollars  per  month, 
three  hundred  dollars; 

For  a  painting-room  for  the  professor  of  drawing,  eight 
hundred  dollars. 

Approved  March  2,  1837. 

AN  ACT  respecting  discriminating  duties  upon  Dutch  and 
Belgian  vessels  and  their  cargoes. 

Be  it  enacted,  A'C-t  That  the  same  duties  shall  be  levied 
and  collected  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  on  Belgian 
vessels  and  their  cargoes,  which  are  now  levied  and  collect- 
ed on  Dutch  vessels  and  their  cargoes;  but  nothing  in  this 
act  contained  shall  be  construed  to  prevent  the  President  of 
the  United  States  from  enforcing,  whensoever  he  may  deem 
proper,  both  against  Dutch  and  IJelgiftnvessds,  or  either  of 
them,  and  their  cargoes,  tlie  provisions  of  the  third  section 
of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  concerning  discriminating  du- 
ties of  tonnage  and  imposts,"  approved  the  seventh  day  of 
January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four. 

Approved  March  2,  1837. 

AN  ACT  making  an  additional  appropriation  for  the  sup- 
pression of  Indian  hostilities  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  further  sum  of  two  millions 
ofiiollars  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  out 
of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
to  defray  any  expenses  which  have  been,  or  may  be  incur- 
red, in  preventing  or  suppressing  the  hostilities  of  any  In- 
dians; to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  conformably  to  the  acts  of  Congress  of  the  1 9th  of 
March  and  the  2d  of  July  last,  and  of  Uie  acts  therein  re- 
ferred to. 

Approved  March  2,  1837. 

AN  ACT  to  provide  for  the  enlistment  of  boys  for  the  na- 
val service,  and  to  extend  the  term  of  the  enlistment  of 
seamen. 

Be  it  enacted,  4*0.,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  to  enlist  boys 
for  the  navy,  with  the  consent  of  their  parents  or  guardians, 
not  being  under  thirteen  nor  over  eighteen  years  of  age,  to 
serve  until  they  shall  arrive  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years; 
and  it  shall  be  lawful  to  enlist  other  persons  for  the  navy, 
to  serve  for  a  period  not  exceeding  five  years,  unless  sooner 
discharged  by  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States; 
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and  so  much  of  an  act  entitled  **  An  act  to  amend  the  act 
rntitled  *  An  act  to  amend  the  act  authorizing  the  employ- 
Yuent  of  an  additional  naval  force/  "  approved  the  fifteenth 
May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty,  as  is  incon- 
faiucnt  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be,  and  is  here- 
by, repealed. 

S5ec.  2.  Afid  be  it  further  enacted.  That  when  the  time 
of  service  of  any  person  enlisted  for  the  navy  shall  expire, 
while  he  is  on  board  any  of  the  public  vessels  of  the  United 
States  employed  on  foreign  service,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  fleet,  squadron,  or  vessel  in 
which  such  person  may  be,  to  send  him  to  the  United  States 
in  some  public  or  other  vessel,  unless  his  detention  shall  be 
essentia]  to  the  public  interests,  in  which  case  the  said  of- 
ficer may  detain  him  until  the  veiiscl  in  which  he  shall  be 
Merving  shall  return  to  the  United  States;  and  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  said  ofiicer  immediately  to  make  report  to  the 
Navy  Department  of  such  detention  and  the  causes  thereof. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  furiher  enacted.  That  such  persons 
as  may  be  detained  after  the  expiration  of  their  enlistment, 
under  the  next  preceding  section  of  this  act,  shall  be  sub- 
ject, in  all  respects,  to  the  laws  and  regulations  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  navy,  until  their  return  to  the  United  States; 
and  all  such  persons  as  shall  be  so  detained,  and  all  such 
as  shall  voluntarily  re-enlist,  to  serve  until  the  return  of  the 
vessel  in  which  they  shall  bo  serving,  and  their  regular  dis- 
charge therefrom  in  the  United  States,  shall,  while  so  de- 
tained, and  while  so  serving  under  their  re-enlistment,  re- 
ceive an  addition  of  one-fourth  to  their  former  pay. 

Approved  March  2,  1837. 

AN  ACT  concerning  pilots. 

Be  it  enacted,  JfC,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  master  or  commander  of  any  vessel  coming  into  or  going 
out  of  any  port  situate  upon  waters  which  are  the  boundary 
between  two  States,  to  employ  any  pilot  duly  licensed  or 
authorized  by  the  laws  of  either  of  the  States  bounded  on 
the  said  waters,  to  pilot  said  vessel  to  or  from  said  port : 
any  law,  usage,  or  custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Approved  March  2,  1837. 

AN  ACT  to  extend  for  a  longer  period  the  several  acts 

now  in  force  for  the  relief  of  certain  insolvent  debtors  of 

the  United  States. 

Be  it  enacted,  JfC,  That  the  act  entitled  «*  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  certain  insolvent  debtors  of  the  United  Stotes," 
passed  on  the  second  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-one,  and  an  act  in  addition  thereto, 
passed  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-two,  and  an  act  to  revive  and  amend 
the  said  acts,  passed  on  the  seventh  day  of  June,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty-four,  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  extended  and  continued  in  force  for  three  years, 
from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  lliat  the  provisions 
of  the  said  several  acts  shall  apply  to  cases  of  insolvency 
which  shall  have  Occurred  on  or  before  the  firstday  of  Jan- 
uary  last 

Approved  March  2,  1837. 


AN  ACT  to  incorporate  the  Howard  Institution  of  the 

city  of  Washington. 
Be  it  enacted,  Ac.,  That  William  W.  Seaton,  Archibald 
Henderson,  Matthew  St.  Clair  Clarke,  William  A.  Brad- 
ley, John  Coyle,  George  Gillis,  N.  B.  Van  Zandt,  Rich- 
mond Johnson,  John  Nourse,  Michael  Nourse,  B.  F.  Rit- 
tenhouse,  Lewis  H,  Machen,  Rezin  Orme,  Peter  W.  Gal- 
laudet,  Jacob  Gideon,  George  Stettini us,  William  C.  Orme, 
John  P.  Ingle,  William  Brent,  John  G.  Whitwell,  John 
Shackford,  C.  T.  Coote,  Thomas  Blagden,  Griffith  Coombe, 
William  Speiden,  William  Doughty,  Marmaduke  Dove, 
wid  G.  D.  Hanson,  and  all  other  persons  who  have  con- 


tributed to  the  fond  of  the  Howard  Institotion  of  tbe  city 
of  Washington,  each  in  a  subscription  of  in  anattil  sumct 
at  least  one  doUar,  and  all  who  bmj  bsreaftcr  ooDtribotc  to 
the  said  funds  in  a  like  annual  sttkccription  of  a  lum  not 
less  than  one  dollar,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby,  msde,  cod* 
•tituted,  and  declared  to  be,  a  corporation  and  body  pobtii 
in  law  and  in  fact,  to  have  continuance  forever  oader  ik 
name,  style,  and  title,  of  the  Howard  Inatitation  of  li^ 
city  of  Washington. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  and  singu- 
lar the  lands,  tenements,  rents,  legacies,  annoities,  lighfe, 
privileges,  goods,  and  chattels,  that  may  hereafter  begiTto, 
granted,  sold,  devised,  or  bequeathed  to  the  laid  Honid 
Institution,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  vested  in  and  coi)£nik>d 
to  the  said  corporation;  and  that  they  may  purchase,  tiir, 
receive,  and  enjoy,  any  landa,  tenements,  rents,  annuities 
rights,  or  privileges,  or  any  goods,  chattels,  or  other  diecu 
of  what  kind  or  nature  soever,  which  shall  or  may  bemf- 
ter  be  given,  granted^  sold,  bequeathed,  or  devned,  m 
the  said  institution,  or  unto  any  trustee  for  the  uie  of  liv 
said  institution,  by  any  person  or  persons,  bodies  politico 
corporate,  capable  of  making  such  grant,  and  to  dii^^ 
the  same  for  the  benefit  of  said  corporation:  Prmd&i,  Tk 
amount  of  property  held  by  said  institution  shall,  at  "^ 
time,  exceed  the  amount  of  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  wd  ecr 
poration,  by  the  name  and  style  aforesaid,  bo,  and  sU  i" 
hereafter  capable,  in  law  and  equity,  to  sue  and  be  FiRC 
to  plead  and  be  impleaded,  within  the  District  of  Coluici" 
and  elsewhere,  in  as  effectual  manner  as  other  penow* 
corporations  can  sue  or  be  sued. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  such  pe>s» 
as  shall  be  officers  of  the  said  Howard  InatiUitioD  it  w 
time  of  the  passing  of  this  act,  shall  be  continued  to^ 
such  until  the  first  Tuesday  in  October  next,  on  which* 
such  of  the  persons  hereby  incorporated  as  shall  ihen.  ff 
within  a  year  preceding  that  day,  contribute  one  doUa^-" 
the  support  of  the  said  institution,  and  be  or  bccoDes  f> 
scriber  of  one  dollar  or  more  per  annum  towards  the  n* 
and  shall  assemble  at  the  house  now  belonging  to  ibe  ^ 
institution  at  such  hour  as  shall  be  directed  by  the  b«ni> 
shall  proceed  to  elect  a  president,  a  first  and  secoiui  m^ 
president,  a  treasurer  and  secretary,  and  iwenty-fountC' 
gers— four  from  each  ward  of  the  city  of  Washington, » 
the  term  of  one  year,  who  shall  dbnstitute  the  board  oJ  »»• 
agers  of  the  said  Howard  Institution  of  the  city  of  v!*^ 
ington;  and  in  like  manner,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  (X^ 
ber  in  each  year  thereafter,  the  like  officers  shall  be  «i«» 
for  the  same  term  of  one  year,  at  such  hour  and  ^* 
shall  have  been  previously  designated  by  the  Innrd  olm> 
agers,  of  which  time  and  place  ai  least  two  day<'  i^*" 
shall  be  given  by  publication  in  some  newapsper  (trioiff^ 
the  city  of  Washington;  and  if,  from  any  cause,  an  (» 
tion  shall  not  be  held  on  the  day  of  the  month  heffjn  ^• 
pointed,  then  an  election  may  be  held  on  any  odtfr^J'-^ 
which  the  like  notice  shall  be  given,  and  those  paws* -J 
office  shall  so  continue  until  their  successors  shall  be  (\f(^ 
and  at  all  such  elections,  every  contributor  of  not  ksi^u^'' 
one  dollar,  in  the  manner  as  dbremeotioned,  ^^^^^ 
tied  to  one  vote;  but  those  who  contribute,  by  a  yesriy  «^ 
scription,  a  larger  sum,  shall  be  entted  to  a  P««^"  "^ 
ber  of  votes,  to  be  regulated  by  the  by-laws  of  the  w*"i 
and  any  vacancies  which  may  occur  in  the  board  ^^^ 
nation,  death,  removal,  or  otherwise,  shall  be  tof^ 
the  board  of  managers  in  such  manner  ts  the  by-h^ 
the  board  may  direct.  .    ^ 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  i^]\ 
the  said  Howard  Institution  of  the  city  ofWsahinfrtoo**; 
be  to  afford  relief  to  the  indigent  females  oitbe(^ 
Washington,  by  providing  work  for  those  who  may  ^^ 
it,  and  by  procuring  for  themfiiel  and  other  "'^*T"*L 
life  on  the  most  reasonable  terms,  and  to  sdopt  foco  •'^ 
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means  as  may  be  fund  expedient  tor  bettering  the  condition 
of  the  poor  of  the  said  city. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  al]  the  business 
of  said  corporation  hereby  created  shalt  be  transacted  by  the 
board  of  managers,  except  the  election  of  the  said  board,  as 
hereinbefore  provided  for;  the  number  of  the  board  to  form 
a  quorum  to  transact  the  business  of  the  said  corporation 
to  be  regulated  by  the  by-laws  of  said  institution.  ^  At  all 
mcetingp3  thereof  the  president,  if  present,  shall  preside;  and 
if  he  be  abtsent,  then  one  of  the  vice  presidents,  if  eitlier  of 
(hem  be  present;  and  if  neither  of  these  shall  be  present  at 
any  meeting  of  the  board,  then  the  members  present  shall 
appoint  one  of  their  number  as  president />ro  tempore, 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  board  of 
managers  shall  have  po^v^T  to  adopt  and  use  a  common 
seal  as  the  seal  of  this  corporation,  and  to  alter  or  exchange 
the  same  at  their  pleasure.  They  shall  have  power  to  adopt 
all  by-laws  which  they  may  think  necessary  for  the  man- 
agement oi  the  concerns  of  the  institution,  and  which  shall 
not  be  inconsistent  with  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  or 
the  laws  of  the  District  of  Columbia  for  the  time  being. 
They  shall  appoint  such  oifficers,  agents,  and  servants,  as 
may  be  necessary  to  carry  on  the  business  of  the  institu- 
tion, and  regulate  the  compensation  to  be  paid  to  them  for 
their  services;  and  they  may  dismiss  any  of  them  at  their 
pleasure,  and  appoint  others  in  their  stead,  as  often  as  they 
fthall  think  fit.    They  shall  keep  a  journal  of  their  proceed- 
ings, in  which  shall  be  recorded  every  by-law  which  may 
be  adopted.     They  shall  adopt  such  checks  and  regulations 
as  may  appear  necessary  for  the  security  of  the  funds  and 
property  of  the  institution;  and  shall  annually  make  a  re- 
port of  the  afiairs  and  condition  of  the  institution  for  the 
preceding  year. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  law- 
ful  for   Congress,  at  any  time  hereafter,  to  alter,  amend, 
modify,  or  repeal  this  act. 
Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  title  and  final 
disposition  of  the  four  reserved  sections  in  the  tract  of 
country  allotted  to  the  Tombeckbee  Association  for  the 
encouragement  of  the  cultivation  of  the  vine  and  olive. 
Be  it  enacted,  4-c.,  That  all  persons  who  became  enti- 
Lledy  under  the  contract  entered  into  on  the  eighth  day  of 
f  anuary,  eighteen  hundred  and  nineteen,  by  the  Secretary 
>f  the  Treasury,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and 
fJliaries  Villar,  agent  of  tho  Tombeckbee  Association,  in 
^iinniance  of  **  An  act  to  set  apart  and  dispose  of  certain 
>txblic  lands  for  the  encouragement  of  tlie  cultivation  of  the 
rine  and  olive,"  approved  third  March,  eighteen  hundred 
irid  seventeen,  to  an  allotment  or  share  of  the  four  sections 
»r  land  reserved  for  the  small  allotments,  and  designated  as 
tf^ctions  seven,  eighteen,  nineteen,  and  thirty,  in  township 
•i^hteen,  range  three  east,  their  heirs,  devisees,  or  assigns, 
IT  Ho  shall  have  complied  with  the  conditions  of  settlement 
radi  cnltivation  on  such  allotment,  as  required  by  said  con- 
retet,  or  shaH  have  been  in  the  actual  settlement  and  culti- 
CLtSon  of  his  or  her  allotment  within  said  four  sections,  or 
thereof,  before  or  on  tho  thirty -fimt  day  of  October, 
_  hteen  hundred  and  thirty-two,  as  provided  by  the  act  of 
3L^  nineteenth  day  of  February,  eighteen  hundred  and 
^irty-three,  shall^  on  producing  to  the  register  and  receiver 
f  tbe  land  district  in  which  said  lands  are  situated,  satis- 
i.<;^ory  evidence  of  title  to  such  allotment,  and  of  settle- 
i^Ttt  and  cultivation  on  the  same  as  aforesaid,  and  payuig 
r>^  dollar  and  twenty -five  cents  per  acre  for  the  land,  re- 
;.i.-%-e  a  patent  for  the  same:  Provided,  Such  proof  shall  be 
i^a^  and  payment  made  within  six  months  from  the  passage 
-  this  act:  And  provided,  further,  That  the  expense  of 
^^-rcying  any  such  allotment  shall  be  defrayed  by  the 
■•  ^son  or  persons  claiming  the  same. 
'  t^c.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  any  remainder 


of  said  four  sections  not  disposed  of  by  the  first  section  of 
this  act  shall  be  subject  to  entry  at  one  dollar  and  twent}'- 
five  cents  per  acre,  by  the  trustees  of  the  Demopolis  Fe- 
male Academy,  in  trust  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  said  in- 
stitution. 
Approved  March  2,  1837. 

AN  ACT  to  organize  the  several  Fire  Companies  m  the 

District  of  Columbia. 

Be  it  enacted,  Src,  That,  from  and  after  the  passage  of 
this  act,  the  fire  companies  of  Washington,  Georgetown, 
and  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  those 
which  may  hereafter  be  formed  in  either  of  the  said  cities, 
shall,  when  so  formed,  severally  have  power  to  frame  their 
own  constitution,  and  adopt  by-laws  for  their  own  regula- 
tion, and  to  elect  their  own  officers,  who,  and  the  members 
of  the  several  companies,  shall  be  exempt  from  the  perform- 
ance of  military  duty  in  time  of  peace,  so  long  as  they  shall 
continue  active  members  thereof;  and  the  certificate  of  tho 
several  presidents  of  the  said  companies,  attested  by  the 
secretary,  shall  be  sufficient  evidence  of  membership:  Pro- 
vided, That  no  company  now  formed,  or  hereafter  to  be 
fprmed,  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  tlie  benefit  of  this  act,  un- 
til it  shall  first  obtain  a  fire  apparatus  of  the  value  of  at  least 
five  hundred  dollars:  And,  provided,  A  company  possess- 
ing an  apparatus  of  the  value  of  five  hundred  dollars,  shall 
not  exempt  more  than  seventy-five;  and  a  company  possess- 
ing an  apparatus  of  the  value  of  one  thousand  dollars  and 
upwards,  shall  not  exempt  more  than  one  hundred. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  tlie  corporate 
authorities  in  each  of  the  said  cities  shall,  annually,  appoint 
an  inspector,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  examine  the  condi- 
tion of  the  fire  apparatus  belonging  to  each  fire  company  at 
least  once  in  every  month,  and  to  report  its  state  to  a  fire 
department,  to  be  composed  of  the  presidents  of  the  re- 
spective fire  companies  in  each  of  the  t:aid  citien,  who  are 
hereby  constituted  a  fire  department  for  that  purpose,  which 
shall  sit  monthly,  at  the  town-house  in  the  city  to  which 
they  belong.  And  if  the  said  inspector  shall  report  that  the 
fire  apparatus  of  any  one  of  the  said  fire  companies  is  so 
defective  or  out  of  repair  as  to  be  of  less  value  than  five 
hundred  dollars,  or  unfit  for  service,  and  the  company  or 
companies  whose  apparatus  shall  be  thus  reported  to  be  so 
depreciated  in  value  or  out  of  repair,  shall  permit  the  same 
to  continue  so  for  one  calendar  month,  the  said  company 
or  companies  shall  thereupon  forfeit  all  the  rights,  privi- 
leges, and  immunities,  granted  by  tliis  act;  and  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  said  inspector  to  communicate  this  fact  to  the  , 
adjutant  of  the  regiment  of  the  city  in  which  such  company 
or  companies  may  lietong. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each  of  the  "* 
said  fire  companies  shall  have  power  to  enforce  obedience 
to  its  constitution  and  by-laws  by  fine  and  forfeiture;  aiid 
to  collect  all  such  fines  by  warrant,  to  be  issued  by  a  justice 
of  the  peace  in  the  city  where  such  company  belong,  in 
the  name  of  the  said  company;  and  the  certificate  of  the 
president  of  such  company,  that  the  person  so  fined  has 
been  fined  for  disobedience  to  the  constitution  or  by-laws 
(as  the  case  may  be)   of  fire  company  in  ■  city,  at  - 

tested  by  the  secretary  of  the  said  company,  shall  be  sufli- 
cient  evidence  for  the  magistrate  to  issue  his  warrant,  and 
after  having  the  party  before  him,  to  enter  up  judgment,' 
and  issue  execution  thereon:  Provided,  Proof  of  such  fine 
shall  be  made  by  the  record  thereof  produced  before  the 
justice,  and  proved  by  the  secretary;  and,  if  either  of  tho 
Haid  companies  shall  expel  any  member  thereof,  he,  the  said 
member  so  expelled,  shall  thereupon  forfeit  all  the  rights, 
privileges,  and  immunities,  granted  by  this  act;  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  company  from  which  the 
said  member  shall  be  so  expelled,  immediately  to  inform 
the  cai'tain  of  the  militia  company  witbin  whose  limits  the 
said  member  shall  reside^  that  he  has  been  so  expelled;  and 
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the  said  expelled  member  shall  tbertnipon  be  enrolled  in  the 
said  militia  company,  and  compelled  to  perform  military 
duty,  if  otherwise  liable  to  do  military  duty. 

Sec.  4.  Afid  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  and  every 
ram  and  sums  of  money  collected  under  the  authority  of 
this  act,  shall  be  paid  over  by  the  officer  or  other  person 
collecting  the  same,  to  the  treasm«r  of  the  company  in  the 
name  of  which  the  warrant  shall  have  been  issued,  or 
money  collected;  and  upon  such  officer  or  other  person  fail- 
ing so  to  pay  over  the  same,  the  said  treasurer  may  recover 
the  same  By  warrant  or  suit,  in  his  .own  name,  for  the  use 
of  the  said  fire  company,  in  the  same  manner  as  private 
debts  are  now  recovered  by  law.  And  each  and  every  of 
the  said  fire  companies  now  existing,  or  which  may  here- 
after be  formed,  as  aforesaid,  shall,  each  for  itself,  provide 
a  fund  for  the  relief  of  such  member  or  members  of  such 
company,  who  shall  or  may  receive  any  corporeal  hurt  or 
injury,  or  contract  any  disease  at,  or  in  consequence  of, 
any  fire,  and  be  unable  to  provide  medical  aid,  or  whose 
family  or  families  may  be  dependent  upon  his  or  their  daily 
labor  for  support,  and  for  the  relief  of  the  family  or  fami- 
lies of  any  member  or  members  of  such  fire  company,  who 
shall  or  may  be  killed  at,  or  die  in  consequence  of,  any  in- 
jury received,  or  disease  contracted  at,  or  in  consequence 
of,  any  fire,  and  whose  family  or  families  may  have  been 
dependent  upon  his  or  their  daily  labor  for  support;  and 
the  treasurer  of  the  said  company  shall,  after  having  paid 
all  the  expenses  which  the  said  company  shall  have  lawfully 
incurred,  pay  over  to  the  said  fund  the  residue  of  all  fines 
collected  under  the  aulhority  of  this  act. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  nothing  in  this 
act  shall  be  construed  to  interfere  with  the  right  of  the  cor- 
porate authorities  of  the  several  cities  aforesaid  *<  to  provide 
for  the  prevention  and  extinguishment  of  fires;**  and  it  is 
hereby  declared  to  be  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
several  acts  of  incorporation  of  the  several  cilies  aforesaid, 
to  give  to  the  corporate  authorities  thereof  full  power  and 
lawful  authority  to  make  all  necessary  provisions  for  the 
prevention  and  exting^shment  of  fires;  for  the  preservation 
of  order  and  protection  of  property  at  any  fire;  for  the  re- 
moval from  any  fire  of  suspicious  persons,  and  those  who 
are  disobedient  to  the  regulauions  of  the  said  several  corpo- 
rations; for  the  punishment,  by  fine  and  imprisonment,  of 
such  person  or  persons  as,  being  present  at,  refuse  to  assist, 
and  obey  the  commands  of  the  proper  officer,  in  extinguish- 
ing any  fire;  for  the  removal  of  such  property  as  may  be 
necessary  to  be  removed,  to  prevent  and  arrest  the  progress 
of  any  fires;  and  to  aid,  protect,  and  obtain  obedience  to 
the  officers  in  command  of  the  several  fire  companies,  and 
to  protect  the  members  thereof  while  iu  the  discharge  of 
their  duty  at  any  fire. 

Approved  March  2,  1837. 


AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Catharine  Myott. 

Be  it  enacted,  4r£.,  That  tlie  proper  officers  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  authorized  to  cause  the  east  half  of  section  four- 
teen, in  township  forty-four  north,  range  one  east,  third 
principal  meridian,  in  the  State  of  llllinois,  to  be  set  apart 
and  designated  for  Catharine  Myott,  as  part  of  the  reserva- 
tion to  which  she  is  entitled  under  the  provision  of  the  treaty 
made  at  Prairie  du  Chien  on  the  first  day  of  August,  eighth 
een  hundred  and  twenty-nine. 

Approved  March  2,  1837. 

AN  ACT  confirming  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Michael 
Dragon  to  certain  tracts  of  land  therein  mentioned. 
Be  if  enacted,  4*6.,  That  the  claims  of  Andria  Bemetry, 
or  the  heirs  of  Michael  Dragon,  deceased,  to  three  several 
tracts  of  land  situate  on  the  bay  of  Saint  Louis,  in  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  the  titles  to  which  were  derived  from 
the  Spanish  Government  of  that  country,  aiul  containing 
together  five  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty- eight  arpens, 


be,  and  the  same  hereby  are,  confirmed,  in  confonahj 
with  the  report  made  by  the  register  and  receiver  of  tin 
land  district  of  St.  Stephen's,  acting  as  comnuBnoncrs  bq- 
der  the  third  section  of  the  act  approved  the  second  Msrcb, 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-nine,  entitled  "Ante! cm- 
firming  the  report  of  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  hod 
office  for  the  district  of  St  Stephen's,  in  the  Stale  of  Ala- 
bama, and  for  other  purposes,"  dated  the  sixteenth  of  Feb- 
ruary, eighteen  hundred  and  thirty -four:  Prmded^  Thb 
confirmation  does  not  interfere  with  any  dtle  or  light,  if 
such  exist,  to  any  part  of  the  said  land,  acquired  t^  inj 
individual  or  individuals  under  the  laws  of  the  I'M 
States. 

Approved  March  2,  1637. 


AN  ACT  to  amend  an  act  approved  the  second  of  JcK, 

eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eiz,  for  the  relief  of  Sunoe} 

Smith,  Linn  McGhee,  and  Semoice,  Creek  Indi8w:«Dd 

also,  an  act  passed  the  second  July,  eighteen  huxiitA 

and  thirty-six,  tor  the  relief  of  Susan  Marlow. 

Be  it  enacted,  4c.,  That  so  much  of  the  acts  for  ikn- 

lief  of  Samuel  Smith,  Linn  McGhee,  Semoice,  and  Sena 

Marlow,  as  restrict  them  to  the  entry  of  one  entire  sedka 

of  land,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed;  and  the  021^ 

Samuel  Smith,  Linn  McGhee,  Semoice,  and  Susan  Mc- 

low,  are  hereby  authorized  to  enter,  without  pajmeat,  asd 

by  legal  subdivisions,  a  quantity  of  land  not  exceeding  ai 

hundred  and  forty  acres  each,  which  is  subject  to  enw  «t 

private  sale. 

Approved  March  2,  1837. 

AN  ACT  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  Knict  im 

the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-8et«B. 

Be  it  enacted,  Src*,  That  the  following  sums  be  appropn 
ated  for  the  naval  service  for  the  year  one  thoosand  ript 
hundred  and  thirty-seven,  in  addition  to  the  a|iexpcafie^ 
balances  of  former  appropriations,  to  wit : 

For  pay  of  commissioned,  warrant,  and  petty  ofii«»' 
and  of  seamen,  two  milUons  four  hundred  and  ih-^ 
thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty-six  dollars. 

To  enable  the  President,  provided  he  should  deem  i 
necessary,  to  offer  a  bounty  for  the  piirpose  of  promctiBI 
the  enlistment  of  seamen,  seventy-two  thousand  doiUn- 

For  the  pay  of  superintendents,  naval  conatiwciore,  kJ 
all  the  civil  establishments  at  the  several  yards,  fixtr-mo^ 
thousand  four  hundred  and  seventy  dollars. 

For  provisions,  seven  hundred  and  sixty -two  th<«a« 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars. 

For  the  repairs  of  vessels  in  ordinary,  and  the  repaid  *^ 
wear  and  tear  of  vessels  in  commission,  one  million  tr? 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  medicines  and  surgical  instruments,  hoipttal  fta«> 
and  other  expenses  on  account  of  the  sick,  thirty-nine  th*- 
sand  dollars.  , 

For  improvement  and  necessary  repairs  of  the  naTyyw 
at  Portsmouth, New  Hampshire,  fony-«eventhoeaand«« 
hundred  dolhirs.  . 

For  improvement  and  aecessaiy  repairBof  the  naty?*' 
at  Charlestown,  Massachusetts,  one  hundred  and  tvo?* 
four  thousand  dollars.  . 

For  improvement  and  necesaary  repairs  of  the  n*«7.^ 
at  Brooklyn,  New  York,  sixty  two  thouMOid  fi^«  i^^*^- 
dollars. 

For  improvement  and  necessary  repairs  of  the  na»y  T^ 
at  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  thirty-four  thou«nd  ftp 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  , 

For  improvement  and  necassaiy  repairs  of  the  na^T^ 
at  Washington,  fifly-two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  tp 
dollars.  . 

For  improvement  and  necessary  repain  of  the  ^^/T 
at  Gosport,  Virginia,  one  hundrnl  and  forty  thou«wi  r« 
hundred  dollars. 
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For  improvement  and  neoeeeaiy  repairs  of  the  navj  yard 
near  Pensacola,  ceventy-eight  thooaand  dollars. 

For  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  seventy-two  thousand 
dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  that  may  accrue  fer  the  fol- 
lowing purposes,  to  wit :  for  the  freight  and  transportation 
of  materials  and  stores  of  every  description ;  for  whar&ge 
and  dockage ;  storage  and  rent ;  travelling  expenses  of  offi- 
cers and  transportation  of  seamen ;  house  rent  for  pursers 
when  attached  to  yards  and  stations  where  no  house  is  pro- 
vided; for  funeral  expenses;  for  commission,  clerk  hire, 
office  rent,  stationary  and  fuel  to  navy  agents ;  for  premi- 
ums and  incidental  expenses  of  recruiting ;  for  apprehend- 
ing deserters;  for  compensation  to  judge  advocates;    for 
per  diem  allowance  to  persons  attending  courts  martial  and 
courts  of  inquiry  ;  for  printing  and  stationaiy  of  every  de- 
scription, and  for  working  the  Uthrographic  press,  and  for 
booka,  maps,  charts,  mathematical  and  nautictd  instruments, 
chronometers,  models,  and  drawings;  for  the  purchase  and 
repair  of  fire  engines  and  machinery,  and  for  the  repair  of 
steam  engines ;  for  the  purchase  and  maintenance  of  oxen 
and  horses,  and  for  carts,  timber-wheels,  and  workmen's 
tools  of  every  description ;  for  postage  of  letters  on  public 
service ;  for  pilotage  and  towing  ships  of  war ;  for  cabin 
furniture  of  vessels  in  commission ;  taxes  and  assessments 
on  public  property ;  for  assistance  rendered  to  vessels  in 
distreas ;  for  incidental  labor  at  navy  yards,  not  applicable 
to  any  other  appropriation  ;  for  coal  and  other  fuel,  and  for 
candles  and  oil ;  for  repairs  of  magazines  or  powder-houses ; 
for  preparing  moulds  for  ships  to  be  built,  and  for  no  other 
purpose  whatever,  three  hundred  and  thirty-seven  thousand 
six  hundred  dollars. 

For  contingent  expenses  for  objects  not  hereinbefore 
enumeratodt  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  pay  of  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  mu- 
cicisuis,  and  privates,  and  subsistence  of  the  officers  of  the 
marine  corps,  one  hundred  and  sixty-three  thousand  and 
nineteen  dollars  and  sixty  cents. 

For  the  provisions  of  the  non-commissioned  officers,  mu- 
sictansi,  and  privates  serving  on  shore,  servants  and  wash- 
erwomen, thirty-three  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  dollars  and  eighty  cents. 

For  clothing,  thirty-eight  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty- 
five  dollars. 

For  fuel,  fourteen  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty- 
nine  dollars. 

For  keeping  the  present  barracks  in  repair  until  new 
>ne8  can  be  erected,  and  for*  the  repair  of  barracks  at  head* 
luarters,  and  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  ten  thousand 
loilars. 

For  the  transportation  of  officers,  non-commissioned  offi- 
vera,  musicians,  and  privates,  and  expenses  of  recruiting, 
(iz  thousand  dollars. 

For  medicines,  hospital  stores,  surgical  instruments,  and 
)«y  of  matron,  four  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine 
iollars  and  twenty-nine  cents. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  corps,  freight,  ferriage, 
oil,  wharfttge,  and  cartage,  per  diem  allowarice  for  attend- 
D^  courts  of  inquiry,  compensation  to  judge  advocates, 
,ouse-rent  where  there  are  no  public  quarters  assigned, 
:icic]ental  labor  in  the  quartermaster's  department,  expenses 
f  burying  deceased  persons  belonging  to  the  marine  corps, 
rinting,  stationary,  forage,  postage  on  public  letters,  ex- 
en«ea  in  pursuing  deserters,  candles  and  oil  for  the  difier- 
nt  stations,  straw  for  the  men,  barrack  furniture,  bed  sacks, 
paules,  axes,  shovels,  picks,  and  carpenters'  tools,  seven- 
sen  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-seven  dollars  and 
inety-three  cents. 

For  military  stores,  pay  of  armorers,  keeping  arms  in  le- 
si  r,  drums,  fifes,  flags,  accoutrements,  and  ordnance  stores, 
^o  thousand  dollars. 
F*or  launching  and  securing  the  ship  of  the  line  Pennsyl- 
one  hoo^ad  thousand  dollars. 


For  building  and  equipping  two  sloops  of  war,  from 
frames  already  provided  under  former  appropriations,  two 
hundred  and  eighty  thousand  dollars; 

And  also  six  vessels  of  war,  if  not  less  than  ten  nor 
more  than  eighteen  guns,  four  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
in  addition  to  any  materials  on  hand. 

For  erecting  and  furnishing  a  new  hospital  huilding, 
and  for  a  dwelling  for  an  assistant  surgeon;  for  the  repairs 
of  the  present  building,  and  for  all  expenses  upon  their  de- 
pendencies near  Pensacola,  forty-seven  thousand  Ave  hun- 
dred dollars. 

For  erecting  a  sea-wall  to  protect  the  shore,  for  enclo- 
sing the  hospital  gprounds,  for  completing  the  basement  ot 
south  wing,  for  repairing  damages  sustained  from  a  recent 
gale,  and  for  all  otner  expenses  upon  the  dependencies  of 
the  ho.^ital  near  Norfolk,  eighteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  graduating  and  enclosing  the  grounds  about  the  na- 
val asylum  near  Philadelphia,  and  for  all  other  expenses 
upon  the  building  and  its  dependencies,  ten  thousand  four 
hundred  and  sixty  dollars. 

Towards  an  extension  of  the  hospital  building  nesr 
Brooklyn,  New  York,  for  enclosing  the  grounds,  and  for 
all  other  expenses  upon  its  dependencies,  sixty-six  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  the  completion  of  the  present  hospital  building  near 
Boston,  and  for  all  expenses  upon  its  dependencies,  one 
thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  repair  of  the  enclosure,  and  for  the  sea-wall  of 
the  magazine  upon  Ellis's  inland,  in  theharbor  of  Now  York, 
one  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  completion  of  the  enclosure  of  the  magazine 
near  Boston,  the  wharf  and  other  dependencies,  two  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

For  the  purchase  of  that  portion  of  land  belonging  to 
the  town  of  Portsmouth,  Virginia,  enclosed  by  the  walls 
of  the  navy  yard  at  Gosport,  four  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy -nine  dollars. 

To  defray  any  additional  expenses  that  may  he  incurred 
in  making  an  examination  and  survey  of  the  harbors  of 
Beaiifort  and  Wilmington,  in  North  Carolina,  with  a  view 
to  determine  the  respective  facilities  and  advantages  for  the 
establishment  of  a  navy  yard,  fifteen  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  survey  of  May  river  from  Tybee  bar  to  the 
Hunting  island,  fifteen  hundred  dollars  for  a  similar  object. 

For  payment  to  Thomas  J.  Harris  of  his  proportion  of 
the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars,  appropriated  by  Congress 
for  the  capture  of  a  piratical  felucca,  in  eighteen  hundred 
and  twenty-three,  twenty-nine  dollars  and  sixteen  cents. 

To  defray  the  expense  of  examining  the  shoals  of  Greorge's 
Bank,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  upon  the  practica- 
bility of  erecting  a  light  house  upon  the  same,  (in  aid  of 
the  genreal  appropriations  for  the  navy,)  five  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  following 
sums,  being  the  unexpended  balances  of  former  appropria- 
tions which  have  been  carried  to  the  account  of  (he  surplus 
fund,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  reappropriated,  to  be 
paid  out  of  any  money  unappropriated  in  the  Treasury, 
viz: 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  acts  for  the  suf^ression  of 
the  slave  trade,  including  their  support  in  the  United  States, 
and  for  a  term  not  excc^ng  six  months  after  their  arrival 
in  Africa,  of  all  persons  removed  from  the  United  States 
under  the  said  acts,  eleven  thousand  four  hundred  and  thir- 
teen dollars  and  fifty-seven  cents. 

For  payment  of  prize-money  to  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  late  private-armed  brig  General  Armstrong,  and  the  le- 
gal representatives  of  such  as  may  be  dead,  two  thousand 
dollars. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  distrih- 
ute  the  residue  of  the  prize-money  heretofore  deposited  in 
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the  Treasury  belonging  to  the  creivs  of  the  men-of-war  Bon 
Homme  Richard,  and  Alliance,  commanded  by  John  Paul 
Jones,  in  the. revolutionary  war,  among  the  several  persons 
entitled  thereto,  and  to  pay  them  the  sums  respectively  due, 
out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sum  ap- 
propriated at  the  last  session  for  the  erection  of  a  brick  en- 
closure of  the  navy  yard  at  PensacoU  shall  be  expended  to 
suit  the  present  plan  of  the  yard,  and  in  such  manner  as  the 
navy  commissioners  shall  direct. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  inacted.  That,  under  the  laws 
providing  for  the  gpraduat  improvement  of  the  navy,  the 
President  be  authorized  to  cause  articles  of  a  durable  char- 
acter to  be  purchased  for  the  armament  and  equipment  as 
well  as  for  the  building  of  vessels. 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 


AN  ACT  making  appropriations  for  the  current  expenses 

of  the  Indian  department,  and  for  fulfilling  treaty  stipu- 
lations with  the  various  Indian  tribes  for  the  year  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty-seveQ. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c..  That  the  following  sums  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  appropriated,  for  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  for  the  purpose  of  paying 
the  current  expenses  of  the  Indian  department,  and  of  ful- 
filling treaty  stipulations  with  the  various  Indian  tribes,  to 
be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated ;  that  is  to  say: 

For  the  pay  of  the  superintendent  of  Indian  afiairs  at  St. 
Louis,  and  the  several  Indian  agents,  as  provided  by  the 
act  of  June  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-four, 
twelve  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  pay  of  sub-agents,  authorized  by  the  same  act, 
ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  pay  of  interpreters,  as  authorized  by  the  same 
act,  eight  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars. 

For  presents  to  Indians,  authorized  by  the  same  act,  five 
thousand  doUeu^. 

For  the  purchase  of  provisions  for  Indians,  at  the  distri- 
bution of  annuities,  while  on  visits  of  business  with  the 
superintendents  and  agents,  and  when  assembled  on  pub- 
lic business,  eleven  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  necessary  buildings  required  at  the  several  agen- 
cies, and  repairs  thereof,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  postages,  rents,  stationary,  fuel  for  offices,  and  other 
contingencies  of  the  Indian  department,  seven  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  salary  of  one  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Governor 
of  Wisconsin  Territory,  who  is  ex  officio  superintendent  of 
Indian  affairs,  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  salary  of  one  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  acting 
superintendent  of  the  Western  Territory,  one  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  Six  Nations  of  New  York,  four  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars. 

For  the  Senecas  of  New  York,  six  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  Ottawas,  four  thousand  three  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  Wyandots,  six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty 
dollars. 

For  the  Wyandots,  Munsees,  and  Delawares,  one  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  the  Christian  Indians,  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  Miamies,  thirty  thousand  one  hundred  and  ten 
dollars. 

For  the  Eel  Rivers,  one  thousand  one  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  Pottawatamies,  twenty  thousand  eight  hundred 
dollars. 

For  the  Pottawatamies  of  Huron,  four  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  Pottawatamies  of  the  Prairie,  sixteen  thousand 
dollars. 

For  the  Pottawatamies  of  the  Wabashi  twenty  thousand 
dollars,  -  .     . 


For  the  Pottawatamies  of  Indiana,  seventeen  thoonod 
dollars. 

For  the  Chippewas,  Ottawas,  and  Pottawateiuia,  thirty- 
four  thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety  doUan. 

For  the  Winnebagoes,  thirty-seven  thousand  wven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-five  dollars. 

For  the  Menomonies,  thirteen  thousand  sine  hoiM 
and  twenty  dollars. 

Fof  the  Chippewas,  six  thousand  seven  hundred  md 
forty  dollars. 

For  the  Chippewas,  Menomonies,  Winncbsgoa,  ui 
New  York  Indians,  fifteen  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  Sioux  of  Mississippi,  three  thousand  six  bundled 
and  forty  dollars. 

For  the  Yancton  and  Santie  band  of  Sioux,  four  thoj- 
sand  three  hundred  and  forty  dollars. 

For  the  Omahas,  three  thousand  nine  hundred  tnd  fartj 
dollars. 

For  the  Sacs  of  Missouri,  one  thousand  six  hundrrd  atd 
forty  dollars. 

For  the  Sacs,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  Foxes,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  lowas,  five  thousand  one  hundred  ind  forty  ds^- 
lars. 

For  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  twenty  three  thousand  m 
hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 

For  the  Sacs,  Foxes,  and  lowas,  three  thoasand  doUff" 

For  the  Ottoes  and  Missourias,  five  thousand  six  \i^ 
dred  and  forty  dollars. 

For  the  Kanzas,  six  thousand  and  forty  dollars. 

For  the  Osages,  eleven  thousand  and  forty  dollars. 

For  the  Kickapoos,  six  thousand  five  hundred  dolian 

For  the  Kaskaskias  and  Peorias,  three  thousand  doliar^ 

For  the  Kaskaskias,  Peorias,  Weaa,  and  Pianknhit!, 
nine  hundred  and  forty  dollars. 

For  the  Piankeshaws,  thirteen  hundred  dollais. 

For  the  Weas,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  Delawares,  ten  thousand  two  hundred  and  k^f 
dollars. 

For  the  Shawnees,  six  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fc^f 
dollars. 

For  the  Shawnees  and  Delawares,  five  hundivd  doUan. 

For  the  Shawnees  and  Senec^as  of  Lewistown,  one  tbcx 
sand  nine  hundred  and  forty  dollars. 

For  the  Senecas  of  Lewistown,  two  thousand  Eve  bfis- 
dred  and  forty  dollars. 

For  the  Choctaws,  fifty-four  thousand  eight  hundred  ti 
twenty  dollars. 

For  the  Chickasaws,  six  thousand  doDars. 

For  the  Creeks,  for^-seven  thousand  eight  hundred »£- 
sixty  dollars. 

For  the  Quapaws,  four  thousand  five  hundred  and  fbf? 
dollars. 

For  tlie  Florida  Indians,  nine  thousand  six  hundred  tf. 
ten  dollars. 

For  the  Pawnees,  twelve  thousand  dollars.  ^ 

For  the  Cherokees  west,  six  thousand  nine  hundred  tf- 
sixty  dollars. 

For  the  Ottawas  and  Chippewas,  sixty  thousand  etp-' 
hundred  and  thirty  dollars. 

For  the  Caddocs,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  transportation  and  incidental  expenses,  twtvOj^* 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

Fer  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Creeks,  and  {"^^'JJJ 
of  articles  according  to  the  treaty  of  the  twen^-»w^ 
March,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-two,  for  the  wb»<- 
ence  of  the  families  of  the  warriors  in  the  swrioe  fAof 
United  States,  and  for  the  expenses  attending  the  v«1 
Creek  reservations,  and  investigating  the  frauds  conaw'-f- 
on  these  Indians,  and  the  causes  of  their  hoBtifitr,  ^^ 
hundred  and  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  iototr-oi 
dojlars.  « 
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For  the  removal  and  fabsUtence  of  tl^  Seminoles,  one 
hundred  and  forty  thouaand  dollars. 

For  the  removal  and  aubciatence  of  the  Ottawaa  of  the 
Maumee,  thirteen  thonaand  dollaiv. 

For  the  removal  and  aabaistence  of  the  Pottawatamles  of 
Indiana,  and  for  locating  reaervatioiu  and  incidental  ez- 
penaea»  nnder  the  treaty  with  the  Pottawatamies  of  8t.  Jo- 
seph, of  the  twentieth  of  September,  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenty-eight,  ninety  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Chippewaa,  Otta- 
waa, and  Pottawatamies,  under  the  treaty  of  twenty-sixth 
September,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-three,  and  for  loca- 
ting reservations,  and  incidental  expenses  under  the  treaty 
with  the  same  of  the  twenty-ninth  July,  eighteen  hundred 
and  twenty-nine,  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  thousand 
dollars. 

For  locating  reservations  and  incidental  expenses  under 
the  treaty  with  the  Winnebagoes  of  the  first  of  August, 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-nine,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty  with  the  Sioux  and 
other  tribes  of  the  fifteenth  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  Sioux  half-breeds,  and  for 
compensation  to  a  blacksmith,  under  the  act  of  the  thirtieth 
of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-four,  one  thousand 
one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 

For  the  Omahas,  lowas,  Ottoes,  and  Tancton  and  Santie 
Sioux,  under  the  tenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  fifteenth 
of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty,  in  relation  to  half- 
breeds  of  these  tribes,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  various  expenses  growing  out  of  the  location  and 
sale  of  Choctaw  reservations,  and  perfecting  titles  to  the 
same,  and  for  additional  compensation  to  blacksmiths,  as 
provided  for  by  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  of  June  thirty, 
ri^hteen  hundred  and  thirty-four,  eight  thousand  eight  hun- 
Ired  and  sixty  dollars. 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  fifth  and  sixth  sections  of  the 
xeaty  with  the  Osages  of  June  second,  eighteen  hundred 
md  twenty-five,  relative  to  reservations  for  half-breeds  and 
x>r  schools,  two  thousand  dollars. 

F'or  carrying  into  effect  the  sixth  article  of  the  treaty  with 
he  Kanxas  of  the  third  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and 
i^enty-five,  in  relation  to  reservations  for  half-breeds,  five 
lundred  dollars. 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  supplementary  article  of  the 
rcftty  with  the  Delawares  of  the  third  of  December,  eighteen 
undred  and  eighteen,  in  relation  to  reservations  for  schools, 
v^e  hundred  dollars. 

F*or  the  erection  of  a  horse-mill,  as  stipulated  in  the  fifth 
rticle  of  the  treaty  with  the  Ottoes  and  Missourias  of  the 
Tvcnty-first  of  September,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
irfic,  in  addition  to  a  former  appropriation,  nine  hundred 
ollars.  ^ 

For  additional  compensation  to  blacksmiths  for  the  Cher- 
c^e^,  aa  provided  for  in  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  of 
j.ra«  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-four,  four  hun- 
■cSL  and  eighty  dollars. 

For  additional  compensation  to  a  blacksmith  for  the  Me- 
>rnonie8,  as  provided  for  by  the  ninth  section  of  the  act 
June  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-four,  one 
I  r&dred  and  twenty  dollars. 

X^or  additional  compensation  to  blacksmiths  for  the  Sen- 
B^  and  Shawnees,  as  provided  for  by  the  ninth  section  of 
£7  act  of  June  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-four, 
'<:>  hundred  and  forty  dollars. 

f^oT  agricultural  assistance  for  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  in 

e3.stion  to  the  amount  heretofore  allowed,  and  to  which 

?y  are  entitled  by  an  equitable  construction  of  the  treaties 

•t.  lie  fourth  of  August,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-four, 

J    the  fifteenth  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty,  sev- 

ft-xundred  and  forty  dollars. 

'or  the  purpose  of  supplying  a  deficiency  in  the  sum 
licable  to  the  payment  of  annuities  for  eighteen  hundred 


and  thirty-six,  caused  by  the  retention,  as  commissions  on 
disbursement,  by  Lieutenant  N.  J.  Eaton,  United  States 
army,  of  this  amount,  two  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-nine  doliais :  Provided  always,  That  this  appropria- 
tion shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  give  any  aanetion  to 
any  disbursing  officer  in  retaining  conmuaaions  on  any  sum 
of  money  paid  by  him  in  pursuance  of  treaty  stipulations ; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  still  considered  the  duty  of  the 
proper  officers  to  use  all  legal  means  to  compel  the  payment 
of  said  stun  of  two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-nine 
dollars,  retained  by  Lieutenant  N.  J.  Eaton. 

For  payment  of  balance  due  Andrew  S.  Hughes  and 
JonaUuui  L.  Bean,  in  compliance  with  an  arrangement 
made  with  them,  February  fourteenth,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-two,  by  the  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  at 
St.  Louis,  in  pursuance  to  instructions  from  the  War  De- 
partment, sixteen  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  payment  to  Charles  Rodgers  the  appraised  value 
of  a  distillery  built  by  him  prior  to  the  act  of  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-four,  and  aifterwards  destroyed  by  order  of 
the  Indian  agents,  and  for  which  he  was  promised  indem- 
nity, the  sum  of  sixteen  hundred  and  ninety-two  dollars. 

For  the  purpose  of  paying  the  expenses  of  two  Fox  chiefs 
and  their  attendants,  in  coming  to  the  city  of  Washington, 
on  necessary  business,  and  returning  to  their  nation,  the 
sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
pay  a  subscription  made  in  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty,  for 
the  Indian  department,  of  fifty  copies  of  the  History  of  the 
Indian  Tribes  of  North  America,  with  biographical  sketches, 
to  be  composed  of,  say  twenty  numbers  each,  the  sum  of 
three  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  purpose  of  fulfilling  the  stipulations  ui  the  twen- 
tieth article  of  the  treaty  with  the  Choctaws  of  the  twenty- 
seventh  of  September,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty,  provi- 
ding for  the  education  of  forty  Choctaw  youths,  in  addition 
to  the  sum  heretofore  provided,  the  sum  of  two  thousand 
dollars. 

For  holding  treaties  with  the  various  tribes  of  Indians 
east  ef  the  Mississippi  river,  for  the  cession  of  lands  held  by 
them  respectively,  and  for  their  removal  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expenses  of  Eleazer 
Williams,  in  coming  from  Green  Bay,  and  returning  home, 
on  business  relative  to  the  Oneida  Indians,  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  dollars. 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty  with  the  Menomonies 
of  the  third  September,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six, 
two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  thousand  five  hundred  and 
forty  dollars. 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  treaties  with  the  Pottawata- 
mies of  the  fifth  of  August,  twentieth,  twenty-second,  and 
thirty-third  September,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six, 
and  eleventh  February,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven, 
seventy-three  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty-three  dol- 
lars. 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty  with  the  lowas  of  the 
seventeenth  September,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six, 
sixty -five  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety  dollars. 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  treaties  with  the  Sacs  and 
Foxes  of  the  seventeenth,  twenty -seventh,  and  twenty- 
eighth  September,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  one 
hundred  and  thirty-eight  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty 
dollars. 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  treaty  with  the  Ottoes  and 
Missourias  of  the  fifteenth  October,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-six,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  carrying  into  efiect  the  treaty  with  the  Omahas  of  the 
fifteenth  October,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  two 
thousand  four  hundred  and  seventy  dollars. 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  treaties  with  the  Sioux  of  the 
tenth  of  September,  fifteenth  October,  and  thirtieth  Novem- 
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ber«  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eix,  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  fifty  dollari. 

For  pay  of  four  additional  aub-agenta,  three  thonaand 
doUan. 

For  defraying  the  expenaea  of  a  more  particular  exam- 
ination of  the  vacant  Indian  country  aouthweat  of  the 
Miaaouzi  river,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  its  adaptation,  in 
quality  and  extent,  to  the  accommodation  of  the  tribea  yet 
to  be  removed,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  holding  treatiea  with  the  Sioux  Indians  to  extin- 
guish their  title  to  that  part  of  their  lands  lying  eaat  of  the 
Mississippi  river,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  a  deputation  of  the  New  York  Indiana 
to  viait  the  country  west  of  the  Mississippi,  with  a  view  to 
the  selection  of  a  permanent  residence,  eight  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  the  expenses  of  a  deputation  of  the  Chippewas  of 
Saginaw,  for  the  same  object,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  Hendrick,  a  Stockbridge 
Indian,  and  of  two  Iowa  chiefs,  and  their  attendants,  who 
have  visited  the  seat  of  Government  on  business  during 
the  present  winter,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  a  treaty  with  the  Wyan- 
dot Indians  of  Upper  Sandusky,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  one 
thousand  dollars. 

For  holding  treaties  with  the  various  tribes  east  of  the 
Miasisaippi  river,  for  the  cession  of  lands  held  by  them  re- 
spectively, and  for  their  removal  west  of  said  river;  and 
with  the  Sioux  for  the  ceasion  of  their  country  lying  east 
of  the  same  river,  and  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  a  more 
particular  exaadnation  of  the  vacant  lands  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, with  a  view  to  ascertain  whether  it  be  sufficient  to 
accommodate  the  tribes  remaining  east  of  said  river,  seven- 
teen thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  the  sum  of 
five  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appro- 
priated, out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated,  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
by  suitable  agents,  to  inquire  what  depredations  were  com- 
mitted by  the  Seminole  and. Creek  Indians  on  the  property 
of  citizens  of  Florida,  Georgia,  and  Alabama,  imme- 
diately before  the  commencement  of  actual  hostilities  on 
the  part  of  said  respective  tribes  of  Indians:  what  amount 
of  depredationa  were  committed  during  the  pendency  of 
said  hostilities;  what  portion  of  the  Creek  tribe  were  en- 
gaged in  auch  hostilities,  and  what  depredations  have  been 
committed  by  a  remnant  of  said  tribe  supposed  to  be  friend- 
ly, and  a  part  of  whom  were  actually  employed  against 
the  Seminolea,  since  the  removal  of  the  main  body  of  them 
west  of  the  Mississippi;  and  that  the  President  report  the 
information  so  acquired  to  Congress  at  its  next  session: 
Provided^  Nothing  hereinbefore  contained  shall  be  so  con- 
strued as  to  subject  the  United  States  to  pay  for  depreda- 
tions not  provided  for  by  the  act  of  April  ninth,  eighteen 
hundred  and  sixteen,  and  the  acts  amendatory  thereto;  nor 
by  acta  regulating  the  intercourse  between  the  Indian  tribes 
and  the  United  States. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Preident 
may  and  is  hereby  authorized  to  appoint,  by  and  with  the 
consent  of  the  Senate,  three  additional  Indian  agents,  one 
for  the  Creek,  one  for  the  Cherokee  tribe  of  Indians,  and 
one  for  the  tribes  on  the  Upper  Missouri,  who  shall  ex- 
ecute the  same  duties,  posess  the  same  powers,  and  receive 
the  same  pay  and  emoluments  as  those  now  authorized  by 
law  execute,  possess,  and  receive;  and  that  the  salaries  of 
of  said  agents  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved  March  3,  1887. 

AN  ACT  to  change  the  titlea  of  certdn  officers  in  the  navy. 
Be  it  enacted,  4tr.,  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of 
this  act,  all  **  masters  commandant"  in  the  navy  ahaU  be 


taken  to  be,  an^ahall  be  called  *'  commanden,"  and  all 
«  sailing-masters"  shall  be  taken  to  be,  and  ihsll  \»  cititd 
•«  masters;"  but  such  change  of  title  ^lall  not  impair,  or 
in  any  way  afifect,  the  rank,  pay,  or  privileges  of  any  dm- 
ter  commandant  or  aailing-maater  now  in  the  Kniee:  isd 
should  they  receive  new  commissions  or  vsnanti,  tbty 
shall,  respectively,  take  rank  from  the  date  of  thttrpw- 
ent  commissions. 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 

» 

AN  ACT  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  dipli)' 

matic  expenses  of  Government  for  the  year  eig^iteeQ  hso- 

dred  and  thirty-aeven. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  the  following  sumi  be,  m^tbi 
same  are  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  oat  iny  unippio- 
priated  money  in  the  Treasury,  viz: 

For  pay  and  mileage  of  the  members  of  Congreif  aad 
delegates,  t)iree  hundred  and  forty-«ight  thoussnduidfatj 
dollars; 

For  pay  of  the  officera  and  clerks  of  the  Senate  vA 
House  of  Representativea,  thirty-three  thousand  icveD  Iwr 
dred  dollars; 

For  stationary,  fuel,  printing,  and  all  other  oontio^: 
expenses  of  the  Senate,  forty-nine  thousand  five  hundnd 
and  fifty  dollars; 

For  stationary,  fuel,  printing,  and  all  other  ctrnticgea! 
expenses  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  one  huodredfi^ 
fiftjr  thousand  dollars; 

The  two  sums  last  mentioned  to  be  applied  to  th«  pig- 
ment of  the  ordinary  expenditures  of  the  Senate  ind  Bon 
of  Representatives,  severally,  and  to  no  other  purpose. 

For  compensation  to  the  President  and  Vice  Presides 
of  the  United  States,  the  Secretaiy  of  Sute,  the  Secreun 
of  the  Treasury,  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  Seerctaiy  a 
the  Navy,  and  the  Postmaster  General,  siztjthouani(ici- 
lars; 

For  salary  of  the  secretary  to  sign  patenU  for  ps-*^ 
lands,  per  act  of  March  aecond,  eighteen  hundred  ad  ^■ 
ty-three,  one  thousand  five  hundroid  dollars; 

For  clerks  and  meaaengers  in  the  office  of  the  Secrea.7 
of  State,  twenty  thousand  three  hundred  dollars; 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Department  of  Sb* 
including  publishing  and  distributing  the  laws,  tventji^^ 
thousand  dollars; 

For  compiling  and  printing  the  Biennial  Register,  a» 
thousand  eight  hundred  dollars; 

For  the  superintendent  and  watchman  of  the  noitlia* 
executive  building,  one  thousand  ^ve  hundred  dolks 

For  contingent  expensea  of  said  building,  iitdodiDi  }v^' 
labor,  oil,  and  repairs,  two  thousand  five  hundred  ^'^ 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messengers  is  <^ 
office  of  the  SecrDta|f  of  the  Treasury,  sixteen  thoussai 
four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  in  said  office,  perK*<* 
twenty-thiid  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  tbirtysiii  '*** 
thousand  six  hundred  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Tm-- 
ury,  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars;  . 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messengeis  m  ** 
office  of  the  First  Comptroller,  nineteen  thouMwJ  v^ 
hundred  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  the  Second  Comptroller,  uJw 
thousand  dollars;  ^ 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  measenger  in  tbf  * 
fice  of  the  Second  Comptroller,  including  two  clci^ 
transferred  from  the  office  of  the  Fourth  Auditor,  twrt*« 
thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  the  First  Auditor  of  the  TxttftT 
three  thousand  dollars;  ; 

For  compensation  to  the  clerka  and  messenger  in  vi^^' 
fice  of  the  First  Auditor,  fifteen  thousand  nine  hm^ 
dollars; 
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For  compensation  to  the  Second  Auditor  of  the  Treasury, 
tree  thousand  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  me.^senger  in  the  of- 
:e  of  the  Second  Auditor,  seventeen  thousand  nine  hun- 
ref!  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  the  Third  Auditor,  three  thousand 
jllars; 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messengers  in  tlie  of- 
L*e  of  the  Third  Auditor,  tirenty-nine  thousand  six  hun- 
red  and  fifty  dollars,  including  two  thousand  four  hundred 
hilars  for  cleiiL  hire  to  carry  into  effect  an  act  of  the  seven- 
!«nth  of  January  last,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the 
&yiuent  of  horses  and  other  property  lost  or  destroyed  in 
le  military  service  of  the  United  States;" 

For  compensation  to  the  Fourth  Auditor,  three  thousand 
ollars; 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  the  of- 
ce  of  the  Fourth  Auditor,  fifteen  thousand  nine  hundred 
nd  fifty  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  the  Fifth  Auditor,  three  thousand 
ollars; 

For  compeni$ation  to  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  the  of- 
ce  of  the  Fifth  Auditor,  nine  thousand  eight  hundred  dol- 

For  compensation  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  8tiltes, 
iree  thousand  dollars; 

For  compensalion  to  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  the  of- 
ce  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  including  a  de- 
ciency  of  appropriation  of  two  hundred  and  sixty-four 
ollars  and  sixty-four  cents,  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
nd  thirty-six,  eleven  thousand  and  fourteen  dollars  and 
ixty-four  centi^; 

For  compensation  to  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  three 
lou^and  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  tlie  clerks  and  messengers  in  the 
Sice  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  twenty-four  thousand 
A'o  hundred  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
.and  Office,  per  act  of  fourth  of  July,  eighteen  hundred 
nd  thirty-six,  three  thousand  dollars; 

For  compensation  of  the  recorder,  solicitor,  draughtsman, 
nd  assistant  draughtsman,  clerks,  messengers,  and  pack- 
r>  in  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
)0ace^  one  hundred  and  eight  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
fty  dollars;  and  the  annual  salary  of  the  recorder  of  the 
■eneral  Land  Office  shall  he  two  thousand  dollars;  and  the 
uin  of  nine  hundred  dollars  shall  be  paid  Charles  Gordon 
>r  services  rendered  under  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
econd  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six; 

For  deficiency  to  be  appropriated  on  account  of  salaries, 
>r  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  to  the  Com- 
lis^eioncr  and  other  officers  in  the  General  liand  Qffice, 
yventy -seven  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-six  dollars 
nd  ten  cents; 

For  compensation  to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  three 
loiuand  five  hundred  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  inessenger  in  the  of- 
ce  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  three  thousand  nine 
undred  and  fifty  dollars; 

For  expenses  of  stationary,  printing,  and  all  other  con- 
mgent  expenses  of  the  Treasury  Department,  viz: 

For  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  indu- 
ing copying  and  expenses  incurred  in  cooBeqoenco  of  the 
urning  of  the  Treasury  building,  twelve  thousand  five 
lundrcfl  dollars; 

For  translating  foreign  languages,  and  for  receiving  and 
ran«mitting  passports  and  sea-letters,  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  three  hundred  dollars; 

For  stating  and  printing  public  accounts,  one  thousand 
oar  hundred  dollan; 

For  the  office  of  the  First  Comptroller,  two  thousand 
i  ollars; 
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For  the  office  of  the  Second  Comptroller,  one  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars; 

For  the  office  of  the  First  Auditor,  eight  hundred  dol- 
lars; ♦ 

For  the  office  of  the  Second  Auditor,  one  thousand  doU 
lais; 

For  the  office  of  the  Third  Auditor,  thirteen  hundred 
dollars; 

For  the  office  of  the  Fourth  Auditor,  one  thousand  dol- 
lars; 

For  the  office  of  tlie  Fifth  Auditor,  one  thousand  dol- 
lars; 

For  the  office  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  one 
thousand  three  hundred  dollars; 

For  the  office  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  three  thou- 
sand dollars; 

For  the  office  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  one  thou- 
sand dollars; 

For  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pieces  of  parch- 
ment for  patents;  printing  the  same;  and,  also,  the  cost  of 
books  for  patent  records,  twenty-nine  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars; 

For  tract-books,  other  books,  and  stationary,  furniture, 
expense  of  advertising  land  sales,  and  other  contingent  ex- 
penses, including  oflke  rent  for  an  additional  building,  ten 
thousand  dollars; 

For  compensation  of  superintendent  and  two  watchmen 
for  the  additional  building  for  the  use  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars; 

For  salary  of  the  secretary  to  the  Commisaioners  of  the 
Sinking  Fund,  from  eighth  February  to  eleventh  April, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  forty-three  dollars  and 
ninety -five  cents; 

For  compensation  to  the  superintendent  and  watchman 
of  the  southeast  executive  building,  two  thousand  one  hun- 
dred dollars; 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  building  occupied  by  the 
Treasury,  including  fuel,  oil,  labor,  repairs,  fumitute,  and 
for  rent,  amounting  to  four  thousand  four  hundred  and  fif- 
ty dolku's  per  annum,  twelve  thousand  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messengers  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  including  idxty-five  dollars 
and  seventy-one  cents,  arrearages  due  Samuel  J.  Potts,  for 
clerk  hire  and  for  roeasenger  in  the  Bounty  Land  Bureau, 
thirteen  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars  and  sev- 
enty-one cents; 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  three  thousand  dollars; 

For  books,  maps,  and  plans  for  the  War  Department, 
one  thousand  dollars; 

For  compensation  of  extra  clerks,  when  employed  in 
said  office,  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars; 

For  compensation  of  the  Commissioner  of  Iiidian  Affair?, 
three  thousand  dollars; 

For  compenaation  of  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  tlie  of- 
fice of  the  Commiauoner  of  Indian  Afiairs,  sixteen  thou- 
sand four  hundred  dollars; 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  two  thousand 
dollars; 

For  compensation  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  two 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars; 

For  compensation  of  the  clerks  transferred  from  the  of- 
fice of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  office  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Pensions,  four  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  clerks  and  messengers  for  the  office 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  authorized  by  act  of 
ninth  May,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  thirteen  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  derka  and  messenger  in  the  office 
of  the  Paymaster  General,  four  thousand  six  hundred  dol- 
I  lars; 
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For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  three  hundred 
dollars; 

For  compensation  of  clerk  and  messenger  in  the  office  of 
the  Commanding  General,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars; 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  three  hundred 
doUarf; 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  Adjutant  General,  seven  thousand  six  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars: 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  one  thousand  six 
hundred  dollars; 

For  compensation  of  clerks  and  messenger  in  the  office 
of  the  Quartermaster  General,  seven  thousand  three  hun- 
dred dollars; 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  six  hundred  dol- 
lars; 

For  compensation  of  clerks  and  messenger  in  the  office 
of  the  Commissary  General  of  Purchases,  four  thousand 
two  hundred  dollars; 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  eight  hundred 
dollars; 

For  compensation  of  clerks  and  messenger  in  the  office 
of  the  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence,  four  thousand 
three  hundred  dollars; 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  two  thousand  six 
hundred  dollars; 

For  compensation  of  clerks  and  messenger  in  the  office 
of  the  Chief  Engineer,  five  thoueand  six  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars; 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  one  thousand 
dollars; 

For  compensation  to  clerk  and  messenger  in  the  office 
of  the  Surgeon  General,  one  thousand  six  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars; 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  five  hundred  and 
fifly  dollars; 

For  compensation  of  clerks  and  messenger  in  the  Ord- 
nance office,  eight  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty  dollars; 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  eight  hundxed  dol- 
lars; 

For  compensation  of  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  the  to- 
pographical bureau,  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars; 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  bureau,  one  thousand 
two  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars; 

For  compensation  of  the  messenger  in  the  clothing  bu- 
reau, per  act  of  July  fourth,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
six,  five  hundred  dollars; 

For  salary  of  the  messenger  in  the  x>ffice  of  the  inspector 
general  five  hundred  dollars; 

For  compensation  of  su]ierintendent  and  watchmen  of 
the  northwest  executive  building,  two  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars: 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  building,  including  rent, 
fuel,  furniture,  labor,  and  repairs,  three  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-three  dollars; 

For  compensation  of  the  clerks  and  messengers  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  twelve  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars; 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  three  thousand 
dollars; 

For  compensation  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Board, 
ten  thousand  five  hundred  dollars; 

For  compensation  of  the  secretary  of  the  Navy  Board, 
two  thousand  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  and  messenger  of  the  Na- 
vy Board,  eight  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars; 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  dollars; 

For  salary  of  superintendent  and  watchmen  of  the  soath- 
wtst  exeeutive  building,  one  thousand  two  hundred  sund 
fifty  dollars; 


For  contingent  expenses  of  said  building,  three  thowod 
three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  three  Assistant  Postmaster  Genenla, 
per  act  third  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  thiitj-six,  ktcc 
thousand  five  hundr^  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  derikS  and  messengers  in  the  Gen- 
eral Post  Office,  forty-eight  thousand  six  hundred  doUais 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  including  expew 
of  new  offices  and  fuel  for  the  Auditor's  office,  ten  thoosod 
dollars; 

For  repairs,  books,  and  stationary,  already  incurred,  ever 
and  above  the  appropriations  of  former  years,  in  coot*' 
quence  of  the  re-organization  of  the  Post  Office  DepuV 
ment,  six  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  two  watchmen,  six  hosdred  id- 
lars; 

For  compensation  to  extra  clerks,  prior  to  third  Joif, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  when  the  act  reorguuaaf 
the  Department  went  into  operation,  twenty-two  thsosatt 
four  hundred  and  nineteen  dollars  and  eighty-one  ccsti; 

For  compensation  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Post  Office,  tlitt 
thousand  dollars;  - 

For  compensation  to  clerks  and  messengenin  oidofffA 
fifty -five  thousand  five  hundred  dollars; 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  inchiding  boob^ 
stationary,  printing,  and  expenses  incidental  to  new  uffiae^ 
eight  thousand  two  hundred  dollars; 

For  compensation  of  the  Surveyor  General  noi'thweitrf 
the  Ohio,  two  thousand  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  clerks  in  hb  office,  per  iditf 
ninth  of  May,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  six  thMMS^ 
three  hundred  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  GeoerBl  for  ICiaof 
and  Missouri,  two  thousand  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  clerks  in  the  office  of  said  Sumjcf 
General,  per  acts  of  ninth  of  May,  eighteen  hundred  tsi 
thirty-six,  three  thousand  eight  huodrn)  and  tweotjddli>'s 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  General  of  Arkao"^ 
two  thousand  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  clerks  in  the  office  of  said  Santr' 
General,  three  thousand  dollars,  and  for  o0ks-reDtc^ 
fuel,  three  hundred  dollars; 

For  compensation  of  the  Surveyor  Generd  of  Locifii^ 
two  thousand  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  clerks  in  the  office  of  said  Svt^ 
General,  per  acts  of  ninth  May,  eighteen  hundred  is> 
thirty-six,  twenty-five  hundred  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  General  of  MisKBi?^ 
two  thousand  dollars; 

For  compensation  of  clerks  in  the  office  of  said  6iintj« 
General,  per  acts  of  ninth  May,  eighteen  hundred  i» 
thirty-six,  five  thousand  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  Genersl  for  AIil>3^ 
two  thousand  dollars; 

For  compensation  of  clerks  in  the  office  of  said  Sarrc)* 
General,  per  acts  of  ninth  May,  eighteen  huDdrcd  i» 
thirty-six,  two  thousand  dollars; 

For  compensation  of  the  Surveyor  General  of  Flo(idi»  ts* 
thousand  dollars; 

For  compensation  of  clerks  in  the  office  of  said  Surff^ 
General,  three  thousand  dollars; 

For  the  expenses  of  completing  the  copies  of  ^^^^j^ 
tions  and  orders  of  survey,  and  procuring  tnm  the  (oc^ 
of  the  registers  copies  of  plaU  and  A^etkm  "^^^''''^ 
correct  location  of  private  claim,  explained  in  the  rrp 
from  the  General  Land  Office,  two  thousand  dollan;    ^^ 

For  compensation  to  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Bt^ 
ingsin  Washington,  two  thousand  four  handled  end  &! 
dollars; 

For  compensation  to  three  assistants  to  Camnuesoo0r|| 
superintendent  Potomac  bridge,  two  thousand  fou^  °^ 
dred  ond  sixty-three  dollan  and  sevens-five  oeDts; 
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For  repuTs  of  the  aaid  bridge,  wood  for  the  draw-keepers, 
•nd  oil  for  lampe,  two  hundred  and  eeventy-ieven  dollarB; 
For  compensation  to  the  officers  and  clerks  of  the  Mint, 
nineteen  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars; 

For  compensation^  assistants  and  laborers  in  the  vari- 
oos  departments  of  t9Mint,  twenty-four  thousand  dollars; 

For  wastage  of  gold  and  silver,  and  contingent  expenses 
of  the  Mint,  including  improvement  in  machinery,  thirty- 
sight  thousand  one  hundred  dollars; 

For  expenses  incident  to  the  introduction  of  new  ma- 
chineiy  and  apparatus,  twenty  thousand  dollars; 

For  compensation  of  the  governor,  judges,  and  secretary 
of  Wisconsin  Territory,  nine  thousand  one  hundred  dollars; 

For  contingent  expenses  and  compensation  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  legislative  Assembly  of  said  Territory,  and 
printing  the  laws,  nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
dollan; 

For  compensation  of  the  governor,  judges,  and  secretary 
of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  eleven  thousand  seven  hundred 
dollars; 

For  contingent  expenses,  pay,  and  mileage  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  L^islative  Council  of  said  Territory,  station- 
aiy,  fuel,  printing,  pay  of  the  officers  of  the  Council,  and 
copying  laws,  ten  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-five 
dollar^ 

For  compensation  to  the  chief  justice,  the  associate 
Judges,  and  district  judges  of  the  United  States,  eighty-four 
thousand  nine  hundred  dollars; 

For  compensation  of  tiie  chief  justice  and  associate 
Judges  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  of  the  judges  of  the 
orphans' courts  of  said  District,  nine  thousand  fi?e  hundred 
d  oUars; 

For  compensation  to  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United 
States,  four  thousand  dollars; 

For  compensarion  of  clerk  and  messenger  in  the  office  of 
the  Attorney  Greneral,  one  thousand  three  hundred  dollars; 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  five  hundred  dol- 
lars; 

For  compensation  to  the  reporter  of  the  decisions  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  one  thousand  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  the  district  attorneys  and  marshals^ 
Bs  granted  by  law,  including  those  in  the  iceveral  Territo- 
ries, thirteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  fi%  dollars; 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  the 
district  courts  of  the  United  States,  including  the  District 
of  Columbia;  also,  for  jurors  and  witnesses  in  aid  of  the 
funds  arising  from  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures  incurred 
in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven  and  prece- 
ding years;  and  likewise  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  suits 
in  which  the  United  States  are  concerned,  and  of  prosecu- 
tions for  offimCes  committed  against  the  United  States,  and 
for  the  safe-keeping  of  prisoners,  three  hundred  and  thirty 
thousand  dollars; 

For  expenses  of  printing  the  records  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
Jiree  thousand  dollars; 

For  the  payment  of  pensions  granted  by  special  acts  of 
Oon^ess,  one  thousand  and  fifty  dollars; 

For  the  support  and  maintenance  of  light-houses,  float- 
ng-Ughts,  beacons,  buoys,  and  stakages,  including  the  pur- 
:hasc  of  lamps,  oil,  keepers'  salaries,  repairs,  improvements, 
ind  contingent  expenses,  two  hundred  and  ninety-eight 
housand  and  fifty-five  dollars; 

For  a  bell,  and  fixing  the  same  on  the  light-house  at 
Ilove  point,  in  the  Chesapeake  bay,  being  the  amount  of  an 
ippropriation  for  that  purpose,  which  will  be  carried  to  the 
urplus  fund,  one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars; 

For  a  light-house  at  the  mouth  of  Chefuncte  river,  being 
he  amotunt  of  a  former  appropriation  for  that  object,  which 
rill  be  carried  to  the  surplus  fund,  five  thousand  dollars; 

For  two  small  beacon-lights  on  Cockspur  island,  at  the 
louth  of  Savannah  river,  including  four  thousand  dollars 
Iready  appropriated,  which  will  be  carried  to  the  soiplus 
and,  aeven  thousand  dollars; 


For  survey  of  the  coast  of  the  United  States  including  ar- 
rears of  compensation  and  expenses  of  the  superintendent, 
estimating  his  compensation  at  three  thousand  dollars  per 
annum,  and  his  expenses  at  the  same  rate,  from  Augu«t  sec- 
ond, eighteen  hundred  and  thirty>two,  and  including  also, 
such  additional  payment  to  the  army  and  navy  officers  em- 
ployed upon  the  survey  for  their  past  services  and  expenses 
as  the  President  may  decide  to  be  just  and  proper,  sixty 
thousand  dollars; 

For  completing  the  public  warehouse  at  Baltimore,  fifty 
thousand  dollars; 

For  the  custom-house  at  Boston,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars; 

For  refunding  duties  on  railroad  iron  to  the  Lexington 
and  Ohio  Kailroad  Company,  imported  in  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-two  and  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-threo,  per 
act  of  second  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty-four  dollars; 

For  expense  in  relation  to  the  relief  of  certain  insolvent 
debtors  of  the  United  States,  three  thousand  dollars; 

For  deficiency  in  the  fund  for  the  relief  of  the  sick  and 
disabled  seamen,  as  establed  by  act  of  third  May,  eighteen 
hundred  and  two,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars; 

For  the  compensation  to  two  keepers  of  the  public  ar- 
chives in  Florida,  one  thousand  dollars; 

For  the  discharge  of  such  miscellaneous  claims  against 
the  United  States,  not  otherwise  provided  for,  as  shall  be 
admitted  in  due  course  of  settlement  at  the  Treasury,  twelve 
thousand  dollars; 

For  an  addition  to  the  existing  unexpended  balances  of 
appropriation  for  surveys  of  the  public  lands,  to  be  duly  ap- 
portioned to  the  several  districts,  according  to  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  public  service,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars; 

For  completing  the  surveys  of  unfinished  portions  of 
townships,  island,  lakes,  dec.  viz: 

In  Ohio,  Indiana,  Michigan,  and  Wisconsin,  not  ex- 
ceeding five  dollars  per  mile,  three  thousand  and  forty  dol- 
lars; 

In  Florida,  not  exceeding  five  dollars  per  mile,  six  thou- 
sand dollars; 

In  Louisiana,  not  exceeding  eight  dollars  per  mile,  twen- 
ty thousand  dollars;  and 

In  Alabama,  not  exceeding  eight  dollars  per  mile,  one 
thousand  dollars,  in  addition  to  two  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars  already  appropriated; 

For  salaries  of  ministers  of  the  United  States,  to  Great 
Britian,  France,  Spain,  and  Russia,  and  outfits  and  salaries 
of  ministers  to  Prussia  and  Austria,  and  for  the  outfit  and 
salary  of  a  diplomatic  agent  to  be  sent  to  the  republic  of 
Texas,  whenever  the  President  of  the  United  States  may 
receive  satisfactary  evidence  that  Texas  is  an  independent 
Power,  and  shall  deem  it  expedient  to  appoint  such  a  min- 
ister, in  addition  to  the  balance  remaining  of  the  appropri- 
ation for  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty  six,  seventy-two 
thousand  dollars; 

For  an    outfit  and  salaiy  for  an  envoy  extraordinary 
and  minister  plenipotentiary  to  Mexico,   whenever,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Executive,  circumstances  will  permit  a  re- 
newal of  diplomatic  intercourse  honorably  with  that  Power, 
eighteen  thousand  dollars; 

For  salaries  of  the  secretaries  of  legation  to  Great  Brit- 
ian, France,  Spain,  Russia,  Prussia,  Mexico,  and  Austria, 
fourteen  thousand  dollars; 

For  salaries  of  the  charg^  des  affiures  to  Portugal,  Den- 
mark, Sweden,  Holland,  Turkey,  Belgium,  Brazil,  Chili, 
Peru,  Mexico,  Central  America,  New  Granada,  and  Ven- 
ezuela, fifty-eight  thousand  five  hundred  dollars; 

For  salary  of  the  drogoman,  and  for  contingent  expen- 
ses of  the  legation  to  Turkey,  six  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars; 

For  outfit  of  a  minister  to  Russia,  nine  thousand  dollars. 
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For  outfit  of  a  charge  d*affaire8  to  Belgium,  four  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars; 

For  contingent  expenses  of  all  the  missions  abroad,  in 
addition  to  the  balance  remaining  of  a  former  appropriation, 
thirty  thousand  dollars; 

For  salaries  of  the  consuls  of  the  Umted  States  at  Lon- 
don and  Paris,  four  thousand  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  intercourM  with  the  Barbary  Powers, 
seventeen  thousand  four  hundred  dollars; 

For  the  relief  and  protection  of  American  seamen  in  for- 
eign countries,  thirty  thousand  dollars; 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse,  in 
addition  to  the  balance  remaining  of  former  appropriations, 
thirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  clerk-hire,  office  rent,  stationary,  and  other  expen- 
ses in  the  office  of  the  American  consul  in  London,  per  act 
of  nineteenth  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six, 
twd  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars. 

For  interpreters,  guards,  and  other  expenses  incidental  to 
the  consulates  in  the  Turkish  dominions,  five  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars; 

For  salary  of  the  principal  and  assistant  librarians;  com- 
pensation of  assistant  during  the  two  sessions  of  the  twen- 
ty-fourth Congress;  messenger,  and  contingent  expenses  of 
the  library,  four  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty -three  dol- 
lars; 

For  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  library  of  Congress, 
five  thousand  dollars; 

For  furnishing  such  members  of  the  present  House  of 
Repreecntatives  as  have  not  received  the  same,  under  for- 
mer orders  of  the  House,  the  Diplomatic  Correspondence, 
American  State  Papers,  Register  of  Debates,  £lliot*s  De- 
hates,  and  the  first  volume  of  the  Land  Laws,  forty- four 
thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety  dollars  and  twenty -eight 
cents:  Provided,  That,  if  there  are  any  surplus  books, 
copies  of  which  have  been  distributed  to  former  members, 
in  the  Library  of  Congress,  diere  shall  be  distributed  one 
eopy  to  each  of  the  said  members  who  has  not  received  the 
same; 

For  the  purchase  of  the  manuscripts  of  the  late  Mr. 
Madison,  referred  to  in  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Madison  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  dated  fifteenth  November, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  and  communicated  in  his 
message  of  sixth  December,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty -six, 
thirty  thousand  dollars; 

For  the  service  of  the  Gencml  Post  Oflice,  for  the  year 
^ghteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  in  conformity  to  the 
act  of  the  second  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- six, 
▼is: 

For  transportation  of  the  mails,  compensation  of  post- 
masters, ship,  steamboat,  and  way  letters,  wrapping-paper, 
oflk»  furniture,  advertising,  mail  bags,  blanks,  mail  locks 
and  kcfys,  and  stamps,  mail  depredations  and  special  agents, 
clerks  for  offices,  and  miscellaneous  expenses,  four  millions 
lour  hundred  and  ninety-four  thousand  dollars; 

For  payment  to  A.  Fuller,  and  the  rent  of  the  building 
now  occupied  as  a  General  Post  Office,  from  the  sixteenth 
December  last,  and  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-seven,  five  thousand  dollars; 

For  guarding  the  site  of  the  old  Post  Office,  and  preser- 
ving the  public  property,  two  thousand  dollars; 

For  the  expenses  of  the  branch  mint  at  NeW  Orleans, 
for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  viz: 

For  salaries  of  officers  and  clerks,  twelve  thousand  nine 
hundred  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  laborers  in  the  various  departments, 
thirteen  thousand  dollars; 

For  completing  the  mint  edifice,  and  enclosing  the  lot, 
ninety-six  thousand  five  hundred  dollars; 

For  furnishing  the  whole  establishment,  inclusive  of  all 
apparatus,  tools,  and  fixtures,  not  included  in  the  contracU, 
wteen  thouiand  five  hundred  dollars; 


For  wastage  of  gold  and  silver,  and  for  fte  contta^t 
expenses  of  the  mint,  eighteen  thousand  ux  kuodivd  dol- 
lars; 

For  expenses  of  the  branch  mint  atDahloiiega,  Georgis, 
for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thiffty-ssveo,  vie 

For  salaries  of  officers  and  olecks,  six  thousuid  dolbrr. 

For  compensation  to  lahorsrs,  one  thousand  flw  kin- 
dred dollars; 

For  furnishing  the  estaUisbmoit  with  all  the  sppoito, 
tools,  and  fixtures,  not  included  in  die  contnct^  mta 
thousand  dollars; 

For  wastage  of  gold,  and  for  the  contingent  eipcimic: 
the  mint,  five  thousand  five  hundred  doUair, 

For  expenses  incurred  in  eighteen  hundnd  and  thinr- 
six,  for  the  edifice  and  machinery,  move  thm  the  tmm 
appropriated  in  the  act  of  eighteen  hundred  and  thirt?-fif  e, 
two  thousand  dollars; 

For  the  expenses  of  the  branch  mint  at  Chailotte,  ^'oni: 
Carolina,  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-fem 
viz: 

For  salaries  of  officers  and  clerks^  six  thousand  dcRn 

For  compensation  to  laborers,  one  thousand  fire  buoM 
dollars; 

For  furnishing  the  estabfishment  with  aU  the  9fi^0n^ 
tools,  and  fixtures,  not  included  in  the  contracti,  ax  tboi- 
sand  dollars; 

For  wastage  of  gold,  and  for  the  contingent  expesffs  ot 
the  mint,  five  thousand  five  hundred  doUan; 

For  enclosing  the  grounds,  rspaiiing  a  building  co  i* 
lot,  and  for  out-houses,  seven  thousand  dollsrs; 

For  furniture  of  the  President's  hoim^  twenty  tiMviti 
dollars; 

For  the  taxes  on  the  arsenal  near  Philadelphia,  fortbr 
years  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-five  and  etghteni  hon 
dred  and  thirty-six,  one  thousand  four  bundled  uid  &t} 
dollars  and  fifty  cents; 

For  the  salaries  of  the  regbters  and  receivcri  of  haj  m- 
fioes  where  there  are  no  sales,  including  one  thomsod  ip* 
en  hundred  and  six  dollars  and  tliirty-foar  etnts,  evriei  v 
the  surplus  fund,  two  thousand  fii«  hundred  doUan; 

For  the  construction  of  the  Traastiry  boiidittg,  fn^ 
year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty>aeven,  m  additkmt^tk^ 
amount  unexpended  in  eighteen  bundled  and  thim-Ki> 
two  hundred  and  fifty  seven  thomand  dollais; 

For  the  construction  of  the  PatMit  Office,  in  tddiOM  t>i 
former  appropriations,  one  hundnd  thousand  Mtus. 

For  surveying  unfinished  portions  of  towiuhipi^  i^^ 
and  lakes,  in  Arkansas,  at  the  rate  of  six  dollars  per  wHf. 
six  thousand  dollars; 

For  compensation  tu  George  Watterston,  forhiiservkp 
in  preparing  a  statement  of  the  persons  imprhooed  ^^^ 
in  this  District,  since  one  thonsnnd  eight  banditd  bm 
twenty,  under  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  H^pnseoW^ 
six  hundred  dollars; 

For  building  a  light-house  at  or  near  Michigan  dtr,  t^ 
ing  an  amount  henstofore  appropriated  fbr  the  m<b^  1^ 
pose,  and  carried  to  the  suiplns  fond,  five  thooMod  ^ 

For  rebuilding  the  lazaretto  and  wharf  near  Uiecirr* 
Baltimore,  thirty  thousand  dollars; 

For  arrearages  for  the  expenses  of  the  Lefirf«u*»  A** 
sembly  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  for  the  jetf  <»« 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  fifteen  tbon'^^ 
seven  hundred  and  thirty  dollars  and  sixteen  cenn; 

For  the  expenses  of  the  same,  for  the  year  one  tboo^nw' 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  thirty-six  thoufwid  ««^ 
hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars;  . 

For  an  outfit  and  salary  of  a  chaig^  d'sfiaires  to  Nip 
nine  thousand  dollars;  . 

For  alterations  and  repairs  of  the  Capitol,  and  iBeweiw 
expenses,  three  thousand  six  hundred  dollars;         ^ 

For  lighting  lamps  and  superinfeadeaee  of  the  pi^ 
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grounds  aroimd  the  Capitol,  five  thounnd  one  hundred  and 
■ixty  four  dellan; 

To  enable  the  President  to  cause  the  southwestern  bound- 
ary line  of  the  United  States  to  be  run,  the  following  sums, 
viz: 

For  the  salary  of  a  commissioner,  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars; 

For  the  salary  of  a  surveyor,  two  thousand  dollars;  and 
for  contingencies,  including  the  purchase  of  necessary  in- 
stnunents,  wages  to  attendants,  and  other  expenses,  ten 
thousand  dollars:  Pramded,  That  said  commiasioner  and 
surveyor  be  appointed  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate; 

For  exploring  and  surveyiug  the  north  and  east  bounda- 
ry line  of  the  United  States,  where  the  same  has  not  alrea- 
dy been  surveyed,  and  establishing  manuments  thereon, 
agreeably  to  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  of  seventeen  hun- 
dred and  eighty-three,  to  be  expended  under  the  diniction 
of  the  Prendent  of  the  United  States,  twenty  thousand 
dollan; 

For  enlarging  the  public  stable  at  the  Capitol,  and  the 
erection  of  a  ahed  fir  the  protection  of  the  tools,  imple- 
ment, and  materials,  twelve  hundred  dollars; 

For  completing  the  improvements  commenced,  by  ex- 
tending the  Capitol  square  west,  forty  thousand  dollars; 

For  alterations  and  repairs  of  the  President's  house,  and 
for  saperintendence  of  the  grounds  around  the  same,  seven 
thousand  three  hundred  doUars; 

For  compenaation  to  the  gardener  employed  in  superin- 
tending the  Capitol  square  and  other  public  ground:^,  one 
thousand  dollars; 

For  clerk  hire,  mileage,  pay  of  witnesses,  serving  sub- 
poenas, and  other  incidental  expenses,  under  the  orders  of 
the  select  committees  of  inquiry  appointed  by  the  House  of 
Representatives,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  in  addition 
to  the  contingent  fund  of  said  House; 

For  an  outfit  of  a  charge  d'sfbires  to  New  Granada,  four 
thousand  five  hundred  doUars; 

For  balance  due  the  acting  Governor  of  Michigan,  ac- 
cording to  an  account  adjusted  by  the  accounting  officers, 
se^en  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  and  fifty-on6  cents; 

For  completing  surveys  of  unfinished  portions  of  town- 
sliipa,  iaiands,  lakes,  «dbc.  in  Missouri,  not  exceeding  five 
dollars  per  mile,  seventeen  thousand  five  hundred  dollars; 

For  completing  the  light^house  at  Oswego,  New  York, 
■e^ven  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars; 

For  payment  of  arrearages  doe  contractors  on  the  Cum- 
beiiaind  road  in  Ohio,  being  the  balance  of  an  appropriation 
rarried  to  the  surplus  fund  on  the  thirty-first  December, 
fig^teen  hundred  and  thirty -six,  twelve  hundred  and  twcnty- 
[i  v«^  dollsn  and  forty-one  cents; 

For  compensation  to  Daniel  Graham,  late  Secretary  of 
^H0  State  of  Tennessee,  for  his  services  performed  at  the 
'eqoast  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Greneral  Land  Office,  in 
»r«ier  to  answer  a  call  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
laade  on  twentieth  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty- 
lixie,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars; 

For  the  expense  of  bringing  lo  the  seat  of  Government 
h«  Totes  for  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
f  States,  in  addition  to  a  foVmer  appropriation,  two  thousand 
vv'O  hundred  dollars; 

For  compensation  of  the  Senators  and  Representative 
|«*eted  by  Michigan,  twelve  hundred  and  forty-eight  dol- 
es.-i-»; 

For  the  payment  of  a  balanee  dac  for  the  expenses  of  the 
^^^^MaXive  Council  of  Michiga;^  Territory,  two  thousand 
xm^  fifty -seven  dollars  and  seventy -two  cents; 

For  fulfitling  the  contractii  made  with  John  Yanderlyn, 
f^nry  Inman,  Robert  Wier,  and  John  G.  Chapman,  by 
tm«*  Joint  Committee  of  Congress  under  the  joint  resolution 
^  the  twenty-third  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
d  and  liiirty-4iix,  for  the  execution  of  fi>ar  histoiical 


paintings  for  the  vacant  panels  of  the  rotundo  of  the  Capi- 
tol, eight  thousand  dollars; 

To  enable  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  contract 
for  two  groups  of  statues^  to  adorn  the  two  blockings  on  the 
east  front  of  the  Capitol,  eight  thousand  dollars; 

To  Mr.  Auger,  for  the  bust  of  the  late  Chief  Justice 
Ellsworth,  four  hundred  doUars; 

To  enable  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  employ  for 
one  year,  a  competent  person  to  classify  and  arrange,  trans- 
late when  necessary,  and  make  suitable  records  of  the  pa- 
pers and  documents  connected  with  the  private  land  daims, 
which,  at  sundry  periodst  have  been  presented  to,  and  acted 
on,  by  the  Commissioner,  or  the  registers  and  receivers  act* 
ing  as  commissioners  on  private  land  claims  for  the  district 
east  of  the  island  of  New  Orleans  and  west  of  Pearl  river, 
in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  the  sura  of  two  thousand  dollars; 

For  pay  and  mileage  of  the  membeis  of  the  Senate  for 
the  extra  session  to  commence  on  tlio  fourth  day  of  March 
instant,  thirteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-five 
dollars; 

For  stationary,  fuel,  printing,  and  all  other  contingent 
expenses  of  the  Senate  for  the  extra  session  to  conunenoe 
on  the  fourth  day  of  March  instant,  five  thousand  dollars; 

For  the  expenses  of  the  distribution  in  boxes»  and  by  the 
ordinary  modes  of  transportation,  of  the  compilation  of  the 
State  Papers  printed  by  Gales  and  Seaton,  as  directed  by 
the  joint  resolution  of  the  tenth  day  of  July,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-two,  to  the  several  States,  Terri- 
tories, colleges,  and  athensums  of  the  United  Statea,  one 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars; 

For  the  purchase  of  ninete^i  copies  of  the. American 
State  Papers,  printed  by  Gales  and  Seaton,  pursuant  to  the 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  first  day  of  March  instant, 
four  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty-eight  dollars  and  fifty 
cents; 

For  two  hundred  and  forty-four  copies  of  the  Debates  of 
the  First  Congress,  and  of  the  Register  of  Debates  to  the 
end  of  the  present  Congress^  as  published  by  Grales  and 
Seaton,  to  be  distribute  to  the  members  of  the  present 
House,  fifteen  thousand  five  hundred  dollars; 

For  compensation  to  the  commiasioner,  secretary,  and 
clerk,  and  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  commisaion  un- 
der the  convention  with  Spain,  eight  thousand  two  hun- 
dred doUan; 

To  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  pro- 
cure new  dies  to  renew  the  medal  directed  to  be  made  in 
honor  of  Brigadier  General  Daniel  Morgan,  by  the  act  of 
the  second  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty -six,  in  case  the  original  dies  for  the  said  medal  can- 
not be  found,  one  thousand  doUars; 

For  improving  the  crypt  of  the  Capitol,  by  closing  the 
openings  on  the  east  front  with  sash  doors,  making  double 
doors  to  the  outer  entrances,  and  repairing  furnaces^  eleven 
hundred  and  fifty  doUars; 

For  making  Uie  post  office,  document,  folding,  and  li- 
brary rooms  of  the  House  of  Representatives  fire-proof, 
three  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty  doUars; 

To  complete  the  enclosing  the  garden  and  grounds  of  the 
naval  magazine  and  marine  hospital,  one  hundred  dollars; 

For  conducting  water  along  the  Pennsylvania  avenue 
from  the  pipes  at  the  Capitol  to  the  Treasury  and  General 
Post  Office  buildings,  with  the  necessary  fire-plugs  to  wa- 
ter the  avenue,  ten  thousand  doUars; 

For  the  purchase  of  a  fire-engine,  apparatus,  and  engine- 
house  for  the  War  and  Navy  Departments*  seven  thousand 
two  hundred  and  twenty-five  doUars; 

For  the  purchase  of  a  fire-engine  and  apparatus  for  the 
Treasury  building,  and  the  enlargement  of  the  engine-house, 
five  thoustod  five  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars; 

For  paying  William  P.  EUiot  for  drawings  of  the  Treas- 
ury building  and  Patent  Office,  three  hundred  dollars; 
I     For  oonfftnicting  a  dwaif  wall  and  fence  from  the  southr 
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west  corner  of  the  President's  house,  to  intersect  the  new 

fence  near  the  north  comer  of  the  Navy  Department,  one 

thousand  three  hundred  dollars; 

For  the  support  of  the  penitentiary  for  the  District  of 

Columbia,  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven: 

for  pay  of  officers  and  agenti;  for  repairs  to  buildings;  for 

purchase  of  raw  materialsi  for  rations,  clothing,  beds,  and 

bedding  of  prisoners;  for  purchase  of  fuel;  for  purchase  of 

hospital  stores  and  medicines;  for  purchase  of  books  and 

stationary;  for  purchase  of  horse-feed;  for  allowance  to  dis* 

charge  convicts;  and  for  other  contingent  expenses,  the  sum 

of  twelve  thousand  five  hundred  and  five  dollars  and  thirty- 
nine  cents,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 

not  otherwise  appropriated,  and  to  be  expended  under  the 

direction  of  the  board  of  inspectors; 

For  the  erection  of  a  plain  substantial  fence  around  the 

burying-ground  at  Fort  Gibson,  in  the  State  of  Arkansas, 

five  hundred  dollars; 
For  surveys  of  the  public  lands  in  the  district  composed 

of  the  States  of  Illinois  and  Missouri,  in  addition  to  the  ap- 
propriation hereinbefore  made  for  the  surveys  of  the  public 

lands,  thirty-six  thousand  dollars; 

For  the  compensation  of  additional  clerks  and  a  topog- 
rapher to  be  employed  in  the  Post  Office  D^artment,  ten 

thousand  two  hundred  dollars; 

For  the  compensation  of  additional  clerks  to  be  employed 

in  the  office  of  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  for  the  Post 

Office  Department,  six  thousand  dollars; 
For  law  books  for  the  library  of  Congrees,  Ave  thousand 

dollars,  to  be  expended  in  the  purchase  of  such  books,  a 

catalogue  of  which  shall  be  furnished  by  the  Chief  Justice 

of  the  United  States. 
See.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Secretary 

of  the  Treasury  be,  and  be  is  hereby,  authorized  to  pay  to 

the  collectors,  deputy  collectors,  naval  officers,  surveyors, 

and  their  respective  clerks,  together  with  the  weighers, 

gaugers,  measurers,  and  markers  of  the  several  ports  of  the 

United  States,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otn- 

erwise  appropriited,  such  sums  as  will  give  to  the  saidoffi- 

cars,  respectively,  the  same  compensation  in  the  year  one 

thousand  eight  hundred  and  thir^-seven,  according  to  the 

importations  of  that  year,  as  they  would  have  been  entitled 

to  receive  if  the  act  of  the  fourteenth  of  July,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-two,  had  not  gone  into  efiect: 

Provided,  That  no  officer  shall  receive,  under  this  act,  a 
greater  annual  salary  or  compensation  than  was  paid  to  such 
officer  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
two;  and  that  in  no  case  shall  the  compensation  of  any  other 
officers  than  collectors,  nayal  officere,  surveyors,  and  clerks, 
whether  by  salaries,  fees,  or  otherwise,  exceed  the  sum  of 
fifleen  hundred  dollars  each  per  annum;  nor  shall  the  union 
of  any  two  or  more  of  those  offices  in  one  person,  entitle 
him  to  receive  more  than  that  sum  per  annum:  Provided, 
further.  That  the  said  collectors,  naval  officers,  and  sur- 
veyors shall  render  an  ac^unt  quarterly  to  the  Treasury; 
and  the  other  officers  herein  named  or  referred  to  shall  ren- 
der an  account  quarterly  to  the  respective  collectors  of  the 
customs  where  they  are  employed,  to  be  forwarded  to  the 
Treasury,  of  all  the  fees  and  emoluments  whatever  by  them 
respectively  received,  and  of  all  expenses  incidental  to  their 
respective  offices;  which  accounts  shall  be  rendered  on  oath 
or  affirmation,  and  shall  be  in  such  form,  and  supported  by 
such  proofN,  to  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, as  will,  in  his  judgment,  best  enforce  the  provisions  of 
this  section,  and  show  its  operation  and  effect:  Provided, 
also.  That  in  the  event  of  any  act  being  passed  by  Congress 
at  the  present  session  to  regulate  and  fix  salaries  or  compen- 
sation of  the  respective  officers  of  the  customs,  then  this  sec- 
tion shall  operate  and  extend  to  the  time  such  act  goes  into 
elTect,  and  no  longer:  Provided,  homever.  That  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  be  authorized  to  extend  to  the  collect- 1  Tuesday^next  following  the  third  Monday  of  October,  tm»o- 
ors  at  such  other  poru  where  a  surplus  of  emoluments  have  I  ally;  and  in  the  district  of  Maiyland,  at  BsltiiBOit,  ob  '^ 


been  accounted  for  and  paid  into  the  Treasury  in  du  jw 
eighteen  hundred  and  thir^-two,  the  privilege  grutn}  to 
the  collector  of  New  York;  to  take  effect  from  the  first  dty 
of  January  last. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  ddu  is 
the  Departments  of  State,  Treaauzy,  Navy,  and  Wir,  ssd 
o^  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  and  the  tibnrisAi  of  Con* 
gross,  whose  salaries  are  less  than  two  thousand  doUsii 
shall,  in  addition  thereto,  be  allowed  the  following  incnw 
of  annual  compensation,  from  the  first  day  of  Janosiv  lut, 
to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Congieas,  viz:  soeh  of  aU 
clerics  whose  annual  compensation  does  not  exceed  oai 
thousand  dollars,  an  addition  of  twenty  per  cent  thentt; 
such  of  said  clerks  whose  annual  compensation  exceedi  one 
thousand  dollars,  an  addition  of  ten  per  cent  thereto;  nd 
twenty  per  cent,  in  addition  to  the  salaries  of  meiseogai 
and  assistant  messengers  employed  in  the  respective  office^ 
and  the  library  of  Congress;  the  amount  of  increase  of  ooo- 
pensation  provided  for  in  this  section,  to  be  paid  out  of  asr 
money  in  the  Treasury  nut  otherwise  appropriated:  Prm* 
ded.  That  nothing  in  this  section  shall  be  so  eoostnid  u 
to  affect  the  salaries  of  any  clerks  whose  salaries  have  \m. 
fixed  by  any  hiw  of  the  last  or  present  session  of  Consioc 
Provided,  That  no  further  extra  allowance  be  given  forisT 
extra  services  pei^rmed  by  them  under  any  law  or  roolc* 
tion  of  Congress. 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  «  An  tet  b 
amend  the  judicial  system  of  the  United  Ststes." 
Be  it  enacted^  4-c.,  That  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Us- 
ted  States  shall  hereafter  consist  of  a  chief  justice,  and  eight 
associate  judges,  any  five  of  whom  shall  constitote  a  ^v** 
rum;  and  for  this  purpose  there  shall  be  appointed  t^  f^ 
ditional  justices  of  said  court,  with  the  like  powers,  tni  ^ 
take  the  same  oaths,  perform  the  same  dudes,  and  be  cui* 
tied  to  the  same  salary,  as  the  other  associate  judfci 
Hereafter,  the  districts  of  Vermont,  Connecticut,  aad  ^[e' 
York  shall  constitute  the  second  circuit;  the  district  of  >*«« 
Jersey,  the  eastern  and  western  districts  of  PennsyWA 
shall  constitute  the  third  circuit;  the  district  of  Mtij^i 
and  the  district  of  Delaware  shall  constitute  the  fourth  or* 
cuit;  the  districU  of  Virginia  and  the  dtstriet  of  North  Co- 
olina  shall  constitute  the  fifth  circuit;  the  districts  of  Soott 
Carolina  and  Georgia  shall  constitute  the  sixth  circoit;  th» 
districts  of  Ohio,  Illinois,  and  Michtgan  ahall  cosstitDft  tbi 
seventh  circuit;  and  the  circuit  courts  shall  be  held  at  O 
lumbus,  in  the  Ohio  district,  on  the  third  Moodaji  m  Mif 
and  December;  at  Detroit,  in  the  Michigan  district,  oatb 
fourth  Monday  in  June;  at  Indianapolis,  in  the  Indiana^ 
Irict,  on  the  first  Monday  in  December;  at  Vandslia,  in  *• 
Illinois  district,  on  the  last  Monday  in  November,  int^ 
year;  the  districts  of  Kentucky,  east  and  west  Tenne«i«j 
and  Missouri,  shall  form  and  be  called  the  eighth  Qrcoii; 
and  the  districts  of  Alabama,  the  eastern  district  of  Louis- 
iana, the  district  of  Mississippi,  and  the  district  of  AAtM» 
shall  form  and  be  called  the  ninth  circuit. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  ««««t7 
said  circuit  courts  shall  be  held  twice  in  each  year  in  the  fel' 
lowing  districts,  to  wit:  commencing  in  the  esstem  distnf* 
of  Louisiana,  at  New  Orleans,  on  the  third  Monday  of  Mi? 
and  on  the  third  Monday  of  November,  annuslly;  in  «« 
district  of  Mississippi,  at  Jackson,  on  the  firat  Monday  a 
May  and  on  the  first  Monday  of  November,  m"*"*^^ 
the  southern  district  of  Alabama,  at  Mobile,  on  the  aecood 
Monday  of  April  and  the  tj^ond  Monday  of  Octobff,  anna- 
ally;  in  the  western  district  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Pittsbnift 
on  the  third  Mondays  of  May  and  November,  annaally;  n 
the  district  of  Delaware,  at  Newcastle,  on  the  Tueadat  DtfJ 
following  the  fourth  Monday  of  May,  and  at  Dover  on  tw 
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first  Monday  of  April  end  the  first  Monday  of  October,  an- 
nually; in  the  northern  district  of  New  York,  at  Albany, 
cm  the  4teond  Tuesday  of  June  and  the  third  Tuesday  of 
October,  annually;  and  there  shall  be  holden  a  term  of  said 
eircoit  courts,  annually,  at'Lewisburg,  in  the  western  dis- 
trict of  Virginia,  commencinff  on  the  first  Monday  of  Au- 
gust; at  Huntsville,  in  the  northern  district  of  Alabama, 
commencing  on  the  first  Monday  of  June;  at  St.  Louis,  in 
the  district  of  Missouri,  commencing  on  the  first  Monday 
of  April;  and  at  Little  Rock,  in  the  district  of  Arkansas, 
on  the  fourth  Monday  of  March;  and  that  no  process,  re- 
cognizance, or  bail  bond,  returnable  to  the  next  term  of 
•iti^er  of  said  courts,  shaU  be  avoided  or  impaired,  or  afiect- 
ed  by  this  change,  as  to  the  commencement  of  said  term; 
but  that  all  process,  bail  bondtf,  and  recognizances  returna- 
ble to  the  next  term  of  either  of  said  courts,  shall  be  return- 
able and  returned  to  the  court  next  held,  according  to  this 
act,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  so  made  returnable  on  the  face 
thereof,  and  shall  have  full  efiect  accordingly;  and  that  all 
continuances  in  either  of  said  courts  shall  be  from  the  last 
term  to  the  court  appointed  by  this  act,  and  the  day  herein 
appointed  for  the  commencement  of  the  next  session  there- 
of: Providedy  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  prevent 
the  judge  of  the  northern  district  of  New  York  from  hold- 
ing the  courts  at  Utica,  nor  the  judge  of  fiie  western  district 
of  Pennsylvania  from  holding  the  courts  at  Williamsport, 
at  the  same  time  and  with  the  same  power  and  jurisdiction 
as  heretofore. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  so  much  of  any 
act  or  acts  of  Congress  as  vests  in  the  district  courts  of  the 
United  States  for  the  districts  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missou- 
ri, Arkansas,  the  eastern  district  of  Louisiana,  the  diitrict  of 
Miasiasippi,  the  northern  district  of  New  York,  the  western 
district  of  Viiginia,  and  the  western  district  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  the  districts  of  Alabama,  or  either  of  them,  the  power 
and  jurisdiction  of  circuit  courts,  be,  and  the  same  is  here- 
by, repealed;  and  there  shall  hereafter  be  circuit  courts  held 
for  said  dtstrict?  by  the  chief  or  associate  justices  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  assigned  or  allotted  to  the  circuit  to  which 
such  diOricts  may  respectively  belong,  and  the  district 
judges  of  such  districts  severally,  and  respectively;  either  of 
whom  shall  constitute  a  quorum;  which  circuit  courts,  and 
the  judges  thereol^  shall  have  like  powers  and  exercise  like 
Juriadiction  as  other  circuit  courts  and  the  judges  thereof; 
and  the  said  district  courts,  and  the  judges  thereof,  shall 
have  like  powers  and  exercise  like  jurisdiction  as  the  district 
courts,  and  the  judges  thereof,  in  the  other  circuits.  From 
all  judgments  and  decrees  rendered  in  the  district  courts  of 
the  United  States  for  the  western  district  of  Louisiana, 
writs  of  error  and  appeals  shall  lie  to  the  circuit  court  in 
the  other  district  in  said  State,  in  the  same  manner  as  from 
decreee  and  judgments  rendered  in  the  districts  within 
which  a  circuit  court  is  jprovided  by  this  set 

Sec.  4#  And  be  it  jurtker  enacted^  That  all  actions, 
aaita,  prosecutions,  causes,  pleas,  process,  and  other  pro- 
ceedings, relative  to  any  cftuse,  civil  or  criminal,  ^which 
might  have  been  brought,  and  could  have  been,  originally, 
cognizable  in  a  circuit  court,)  now  pending  in  or  returmi- 
ble  to  the  several  district  courts  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missou- 
ri, Mississippi,  Arkansas,  Michigan,  the  eastern  district  of 
IfOubiana,  the  districts  of  Alabama,  the  northern  district 
of  New  York,  the  western  district  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
^nraatem  district  of  Virginia,  acting  as  circuit  courts  on  the 
first  day  of  April  next,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  declared  to 
be,  respectively  transferred,  returnable,  and  continued  to, 
the  several  circuit  courts  constituted  by  this  act,  to  be  hold- 
en  within  the  said  districts  respectively;  and  shall  be  beard, 
tried,  and  determined  therein,  in  die  same  manner  as  if 
originally  brought,  entered,  prosecuted,  or  had,  in  such  ^- 
cnit  courts.  And  the  said  circuit  courts  shall  be  governed 
by  the  same  laws  and  regulations  as  apply  to  the  other  cir- 
cuit courts  of  the  United  States;  and  the  clerks  of  the  said 


courts,  respectively,  shall  perform  the  same  duties,  and 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  same  fees  and  emoluments, 
which  are  by  law  established  for  the  clerks  of  the  other  cir- 
cuit courts  of  the  United  States.  The  allotment  of  their 
chief  justice  and  the  associate  justices  of  the  said  Supreme 
Court  to  the  several  circuits  shall  be  made  as  heretofore. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enaded.  That  all  acts  and 
provisions  inconsistent  with  this  act  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  repealed. 

Approved  March  3,  1 887. 

AN  ACT  to  authorize  the  proper  ofllcere  of  the  Treasury 

Department  to  credit  the  account  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 

United  StiOes  with  the  amount  of  unavailable  funds 

standing  t^  his  debit  on  the  boc^  of  the  Treasury,  to 

transfer  tUe  amount  of  the  debit  of  banks  and  individuab 

indebted  for  the  same,  and  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of 

the  Treasury  to  compromise  and  settle  said  claims. 

Be  it'  enacted i  4*^.,  That  the  proper  accounting  oflioera  of 

the  Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  credit 

the  account  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  Statea  with  the 

amount  of  the  unavailable  funds,  whether  charged  to  John 

Campbell,  or  his  predecessors,  and  to  transfer  the  amount 

to  the  debit  of  the  banks  and  individuals,  respectively,  that 

may  be  indebted  for  the  same. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  com- 
pYomise  and  finally  settle  the  claims  of  the  United  States, 
of  the  above  description,  against  ssid  banks  and  individuals 
who  have  proved  insolvent,  or  failed  to  make  punctual  pay- 
ments, on  such  terms  and  conditions  as  be  may  deem  most 
conducive  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States:  Providedt 
That  this  act  shall  not  authorize  any  compromise  of  the 
debt  due  from  the  Allegany  Bank  of  Pennsylvania. 


AN  ACT  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *'  An  act  for  laying oflf 
the  towns  of  Fort  Madison  and  Burlington,  in  the  county 
of  Des  Moines,  and  the  towns  of  Belleview,  Du  Buque, 
and  Peru,  in  the  county  of  Du  Buque,  and  Mineral 
Point,  in  the  county  of  Iowa,  Territory  of  AVisconsin, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  July  second,  eighteen 
hundred  and  Uiirty-six. 

Be  it  enacted,  4«.,  That  all  acts  and  duties  required  to 
be  done  and  performed  by  the  Surveyor  for  the  Territory 
of  Wisconsin,  under  the  act  to  which  this  is  an  amend- 
ment, shall  be  done  by  a  board  of  commissioners  of  three 
in  number,  any  two  of  whom  shall  be  a  quorum  to  do  busi- 
ness; said  commissioners  to  be  appointed  l^  the  President  of 
the  United  Static  and  shall,  previous  to  their  entering  up- 
on the  discharge  of  their  duties,  take  an  oath  or  afiSrmation 
to  perform  the  same  faithfully  and  impartially:  Provided, 
That  the  action  of  the  commissionera  appointed  under  the 
present  act  shall  not  interfere  with  any  of  the  acts  perform- 
ed by  the  Surveyor  Genenl,  prior  to  the  time  of  the  pas- 
sage hereof,  in  punuance  of  instructions  under  the  act  to 
which  this  is  amendatory. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  com- 
missionen  shall  have  power  to  hear  evidence  and  deter- 
mine all  claims  to  lots  arising  under  the  act  to  which  this 
is  an  amendment;  and  for  this  purpose,  the  said  commis' 
sionen  are  authorized  to  administer  all  oaths  that  may  be 
necessary,  and  reduce  to  writing  all  the  evidence  in  support 
of  claims  to  pre-emption  presented  for  their  consideraiion; 
and  when  all  the  tesdmony  shall  have  been  heard  and  con- 
sidered, the  said  commissioners  shall  file  with  the  proper 
register  and  receiver  for  die  district  within  which  the  towns 
are  situated  respectively,  the  testimony  in  each  case,  to- 
gether with  a  certificate  in  favor  of  each  person  having  the 
right  of  pre-emption  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  to 
which  this  is  amendatory;  and  upon  making  payment  to  the 
proper  receiver  of  public  moneys  for  the  lot  or  lots  to  which 
such  person  is  entitled,  the  receiver  shall  grant  a  receipt 
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therafor,  and  the  register  isBoe  certificates  of  purchase,  to 
be  tranamitted  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  as  fai  other  cases  of  the  sale  of  public  lands. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  proper  re- 
gister and  receiver  of  public  moneys,  after  the  board  of  com- 
missioners have  heard  and  determined  all  the  cases  of  pre- 
emption under  the  act  to  which  this  is  an  amendi^ent,  dial! 
expose  the  residue  of  the  lots  to  public  sale  to  the  highest 
bidder,  after  advertising  the  same  in  three  public  newspa- 
pers at  least  three  months  prior  to  the  day  of  sale,  in  the 
same  manner  as  is  provided  for  the  sale  of  public  lands  in 
other  cases;  and  after  paying  the  commissioners  the  com- 
pensation heafler  allowed  them,  and  all  other  expenses  in- 
cident to  the  said  survey  and  sale,  the  receiver  of  the  land 
office  shall  pay  over  the  residue  of  the  money  he  may  have 
received  from  the  sale  of  lots  aforesaid,  by  pre  emption  as 
well  as  at  public  auction,  into  the  hands  of  Uie  trustees  of 
the  respective  towns  aforesaid,  to  be  expended  by  them  in 
the  erection  of  public  buildings,  the  construction  of  suita- 
able  wharves,  and  the  improvement  of  the  streets  in  the 
said  towns  of  Fort  Madison,  Burlington,  Belleview,  Du 
Buque,  Peru,  and  Mineral  Point 

See.  4.  And  be  it  further  enaetedy  That  the  commis- 
sioners appointed  to  carry  this  act  into  effect,  shall  be  paid 
by  the  receiver  of  public  moneys  of  the  proper  land  district, 
six  dollars  each,  per  day,  for  their  services,  for  every  day 
they  are  necessarily  employed.' 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 


AN  ACT  to  continue  in  force  for  a  limited  time  the  act 
entitled  '*  An  act  to  carry  into  effect  a  convention  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Spain.*' 
Be  it  enacted,  4*0.,  That  the  provisions  of  the  act  en- 
titled **  An  act  to  carry  into  effect  a  convention  between 
the  United  States  and  Spain,"  approved  on  the  seventh  day 
of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty  six,  be,  and 
the  same  are  hereby,  extended  until  the  first  day  of  Febru- 
ary, one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight;  and  the 
c^mmissionei  appointed  under  the  said  act  shall,  on  or  be- 
fore the  said  day,  terminate  his  duties. 
Approved  March  3,  1837. 


AIM  ACT  for  the  more  equitable  administration  of  the 

navy  pension  fund. 

Be  it  enacted,  <tc..  That  if  any  officer,  seaman,  or  ma- 
rine have  died  or  may  hereafter  die,  in  the  naval  service, 
leaving  a  widow,  and  if  no  widow,  a  child  or  children,  such 
widow,  and  if  no  widow,  such  child  or  children  shall  be  en- 
titled to  receive  half  the  monthly  pay  to  which  the  deceased 
would  have  lieen  entitled^under  the  acts  regulating  the  pay 
of  the  navy,  in  force  on  tne  first  day  of  January,  one  thou< 
und  eight  hundred  and  thirty-five,  to  commence' from  the 
time  of  the  death  of  such  officer,  seaman,  or  marine;  but  in 
case  of  the  death  or  intermarriage  of  such  widow,  the  half- 
pay  shall  go  to  the  child  or  children  of  such  deceased  offi- 
cer, seaman,  or  marine:  Provided,  That  the  half-pay  grant- 
ed to  the  child  or  children  shall  cease  on  their  death,  or  on 
their  attaining  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  pensions 
which  may  have  been  granted,  or  which  may  hereafter  be 
granted,  to  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  in  the  naval  ser- 
vice, disabled  by  wounds  or  injuries  received  while  in  the 
lino  of  their  duty,  shall  be  considered  to  commence  from  the 
time  of  their  being  so  disabled,  and  that  the  amount  of  pen- 
sion to  which  said  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  may  be 
entitled,  shall  be  regulated  according  to  the  pay  of  the 
navy  as  it  existed  on  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-five. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  acts,  and 
parts  of  acts  which  may  be  inconsistent  with  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed,  se  far  as 
tliey  may  elate  thereto. 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 


AN  ACT  for  the  appointment  of  commisaonas  to  «djcst 

the  claims  to  reservations  of  land  under  Uie  foorteailii 

article  of  the  treaty  of  eighteen  hundred  and  thiny,  wTtb 

the  Choctaw  Indians. 
Be  it  enaetedf  ^c,.  That  there  diall  be  ippointd 
by  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  coueDt  of 
the  Senate,  three  commisaioncrs,  whose  duty  it  ihall  be  to 
meet  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  at  such  time  and  place  u 
the  President  shall  appoint  and  designate,  and  thcfe  pro- 
ceed to  ascertain  the  name  of  every  Choctaw  Indian  «bo 
was  the  head  of  an  Indian  family  at  the  date  of  the  treat]f 
at  Dancing  Rabbit  creek,  who  has  not  already  obtuoed  i 
reservation  under  said  treaty,  and  who  can  show  bj  utis- 
factory  evidence,  that  he  or  she  complied  or  ofiercd  fa>  cos- 
ply  with  all  the  requisites  of  the  fourteenth  article  of  said 
treaty,  to  entitle  him  or  her  to  a  reservation  under  said  ar- 
ticle; and  also  the  number  and  names  of  all  the  umDanitd 
children  of  such  heads  of  families, who  formed  a  part  oftht 
family  and  were  over  ten  years  of  age,  and  likewiae  tk 
number  and  names  of  the  children  of  such  heads  of  fiuoiiiei 
as  were  under  ten  years  of  age,  and  report  to  the  Prendfot, 
to  be,  by  htm,  laid  before  Congress,  all  the  names  of  iQck 
Indians,  and  the  diflerent  sections  of  land  to  which  skA 
heads  of  families  were  respectively  entitled,  together  witb 
the  opinions  of  the  commi^oners,  and  wh^er  any  potof 
said  lands  have  been  sold  by  the  Government,  and  the  proo^ 
applicable  to  each  case. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  before  ent«iaf 
upon  their  duties,  each  of  said  commissioneis  diall»  le^ 
some  judge  or  justice  of  the  peace,  take  an  oath  faithfuih 
to  discharge  the  duties  imposed  by  this  act. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  said  comsu- 
sioners  are  hereby  authorized  to  appoint  a  secretary,  v,bie 
duty  it  shall  be  to  record  correctly  all  the  proceedings  of  suJ 
boflird,  and  faithfully  preserve  the  same,  as  well  as  all  depo- 
sitions and  other  papers  filed  before  said  board,  and  who  £^1 
shall  take  an  oath  to  discharge  the  duties  imposed  on  him  M 
this  act. 

Sec.  i.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  upon  the  leqw-^ 
of  the  commissioners,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  district  ^ 
torney  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  to  attend  aaid  boaid,  «bi 
give  his  assistance  in  procuring  the  attendance  of  wiinffie. 
and  his  aid  and  advice  in  their  exaniinatioo,  the  brttfiu 
enable  the  commissioners  to  ascertain  the  facts  confrUv  a 
each  case. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  each  of  asi 
commissioners  shall  receive,  while  in  the  dtBcharge  of  tb» 
duties  hereby  imposed,  a  salary  at  the  rate  of  thne  thoa- 
sand  dollars  per  annum,  the  secretary  a  salary  at  the  raK 
of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  and  thediaCict  tOtf- 
ney  a  salary  at  the  rate  of  two  thdusanddollanper  anosa* 
to  paid  quarterly  out  of  any  money  in  the  Tieasort  f^ 
otherwise  appropriated. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  aaidconano- 
sioners  shall  have  full  power  to  summon  and  cauae  to  csior 
before  them,  such  witnesses  as  they  may  deem  DeeH0T> 
and  to  have  them  examined  on  oath,  and  if  aay  ^^'"^ 
shall  testify  falsely,  with  an  intention  to  mialead  said  coS!- 
missioners,  such  witness  shall  be  gOilty  of  wilful  and  M* 
rupt  perjury,  and  shall,  upon  conviction  before  any  j^^ 
diction  having  cognizance  thereof,  suffer  the  panishoKDt  ^ 
law  inflicted  on  those  guilty  of  that  ofifence. 

Sec.  7.  vlnc^6ef</uW/«ere7iaele£2,  That  nothing  coDtaiD* 

cd  in  this  act  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  sanction  whatt> 
called  contingent  locatioiis  which  have  been  madeb^  GtoJff 
M.  Martin,  for  the  benefit  of  such  Indians  as  wefe  rapp^ 
sed  to  have  been  entitled  to  other  lands,  which  have  bffs 
sold  by  the  United  States;  such  contingent  iocatiofii  ba^' 
been  made  without  any  legal  authority:  it  being  (he  tni* 
intent  of  this  act  to  reserve  to  Congress  the  power  ci  i<^ 
that  which  may  appear  just  when  a  correct  knowledge  «f  "^ 
the  facts  is  obtained. 
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Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  this  act  shall  be 
n  force  to  the  first  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and 
tlilrty-eight,  next,  and  no  longer. 

Apprtived  March  9,  1837. 

\  N"  ACT  making  appropriations  for  building  light- houses, 

li^ht-boats,  beacon-lights,  buoys,  and  dolphins,  for  the 

year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven. 

Se  it  enacted f  ^e.^  That  the  following  appropriations  be, 

ixid  che'same  are  hereby,  made,  and  directed  to  be  paid  out 

>f  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated, 

<y  enable  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  provide,  by  con- 

ract,  for  building  light-houses,  bearon^lights,  and  for  other 

Purposes  hereinaAer  mentioned. 

State  of  Maine, 
For  a  light*house  to  be  erected  on  a  proper  site  on  Mark 
>land,  in  Harpswell  sound,  five  thousand  dollars;  for  a  light- 
loasa  to  be  erected  on  a  pro])ersite  on  Mount  Desert  island, 
Lt  the  entrance  of  Frenchman's  bay,  five  thousand  dollars; 
or  a  light-house  on  Kam  island,  at  the  mouth  of  Damaris- 
'OCta  riv«r,  five  thousand  dollars;  for  a  fog-bell  on  Seguin 
i«land,  at  the  entrance  of  Kennebec  river,  fifteen  hundred 
loUars;  for  placing  buoys  on  West  Quoddy  bay,  and  for 
iubslitnting  for  the  present  fog-bell,  at  the  entrance  of  said 
>aa8at?e,  a  cast-steel  triangular  bell,  or  a  bell  of  the  usual 
brm,  bat  increased  weight,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
ar9;  for  a  light -house  to  be  erected  on  a  proper  site  at  Spoon 
sle,  in  Penobscot  bay,  five  thousand  dollars;  for  a  light- 
lou^te  to  be  erected  on  Saddleback  ledge,  in  Penobscot  bay. 
We  thousand  dollars;  for  a  light-house  to  be  erected  on  Ea- 
^le -island  point,  in  Penobscot  bay,  fiv«  thousand  dollars; 
ror  a  light-house  to  be  erected  at  the  mouth  of  Pleasant 
iver,  five  thousand  dollars;  for  placing  monuments  on  Fort- 
win  t  ledge,  Adams's  ledge,  and  Buck's  ledge,  in  Fenob- 
«ot  river,  three  thousand  dollars;  for  erecting  a  beacon-light 
>n  Half-tide  ledge,  and  two  buoys  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
rom  the  town  of  Sullivan,  iu  ttie  county  of  Hancock, 
hr««  thousand  dollars;  for  the  erection  of  a  light-house  on 
k'ork.  nabble,  in  the  county  of  York,  five  thousand  dollars; 
'or  a  monument  on  Portersfield^s  ledge,  lying  between 
^wlahead  and  Goose-river  point,  and  a  spindle  on  another 
led^e  lying  near  the  Portersfield  ledge,  two  thousand  six 
lundred  dollars. 

State  of  New  Hampshire. 
For  the  erection  of  a  pier  on  the  east  side  of  Whaleback 
ight-hoQse,  to  secure  it  form  the  force  of  the  waves,  three 
hoiisanddoUarr,  for  placing  buoys  at  the  entrance  of  Spruce 
reek,  on  the  eastern  edge  of  <<  Sunken  rocks,"  and  at  the 
'OMt  side  of  Amazeen  island,  five  hundred  dollars;  for  pla« 
'in^  buoys  on  "  Cod  rock,**  near  Fort  point,  four  hundred 
ioUars. 

State  of  Massachusetts, 
For  two  small  light-houses,  should  two  be  necessary,  on 
•roper  sites,  at  or  near  Ipswich  harbor,  seven  thousand  dol- 
irs;  for  a  light-house  to  be  erected  on  a  proper  site  at  or 
I  ear  Ned*s  point,  contiguous  to  the  village  of  Mattapoiaett, 
ive  thousand  dollars;  for  three  small  light-bouses  ou  fian- 
:^t  beach,  Cape  Cod,  fifteen  feet  high,  ten  thousand  dollars; 
or  the  erection  of  buoys  upon  the  rocks  and  ledges  at  the 
'ntrance  of  the  harbors  of  Lynn,  Halem,  Beverly,  Marble- 
icaJ,  and  Manchester,  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars; 
or  placing  buoys  on  Aldridge  ledge,  False  spit.  Hunt's 
edgr®.  Hospital-island  lodge,  ScuI|)ion  ledge,-  Governor's 
>Iand  point,  and  Little  Farm  bar,  in  Boston  harbor,  fivehun- 
Irrd  dollars;  for  erecting  a  beacon  at  the  mouth  of  New  Bed- 
brd  harbor,  two  thousand  dollars;  for  two  small  beacon- 
iglits  on  the  north  side  of  Nantucket  iisland,  five  hundred 
loll^irs.  For  placing  a  spindle  in  the  hari>or  of  Edgaitown, 
ind  buoys,  two  hundred  dollars;  for  erecting  a  light-house 
It  Wing^s  neck,  five  thousand  dollars;  for  buoys  in  the  har- 
bor of  Mittapoisett,  one  hundred  dollars;  for  buoys  on  Bay 
ock,  the  ledge  on  the  ahoal  on  the  west  side  of  Taunton 
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river,  opposite  Fail  river,  six  hundred  dollars;  for  buoys  at 
a  place  called  Egypt,  in  Taunton  river,  one  hundred  dol- 
lars; for  a  beacon  on  Muscle-bed,  and  a  beacon  on  Oyster- 
bed  point,  in  l^Iount  Hope  bay,  five  thousand  dollars;  for  a 
light-house  on  Mayo  beach,  in  Wellfleet  bay,  one  thousand 
dollars;  for  a  buoy  at  Deep-hole  lock,  near  Oyster  island,  on 
the  south  side  of  Barnstable,  three  hundred  dollars. 

State  of  Connecticut. 

For  rebuilding  a  light  -house  on  a  proper  site,  on  Lynde 
point,  at  the  mouth  of  Connecticut  river,  five  thousand 
dollars;  for  placing  buoys  on  Black-boy  reef,  Barney's  reef. 
Stony-point  reef,  and  Wheeler's  rock,  in  the  harbor  of 
KilUngworth,  three  hundred  dollars;  for  a  beacon  already 
commenced  on  Round  island,  on  Saybrookbar,  fifteen  hun- 
dred dollars;  nine  hundred  dollars  to  meet  the  expenses  of 
the  work  as  far  as  executed,  the  balance  to  complete  and  se- 
cure the  same;  for  placing  buoys  on  the  rocks  in  the  harbor 
of  Greonwidi,  three  hundred  dollars;  for  placing  buoys  in 
Mystic  harbor,  one  hundred  dollars;  for  a  sea-wall  to  preserve 
the  light-house,  and  other  buildings  on  Fairweather  island, 
near  Black  Rock  harbor,  five  thousand  dollan. 

State  of  Rhode  Island, 

For  a  light-house  on  Papoose  Squaw  point,  a  place  near 
to^  but  below  the  port  of  Bristol,  five  thousand  dollars;  for 
placing  a  buoy  and  beacon  on  South  White  rock,  and  a 
buoy  on  (yharles  rock,  near  the  harbor  of  Wickford,  one 
hundred  dollars;  for  rebuilding  and  changing  the  location  of 
the  light  on  Block  island,  five  thousand  dollars;  for  eight 
dolphins  an4  two  buoys,  northward  of  Field's  point,  iu 
Providence  river,  one  thousand  dollars. 

State  of  New  York. 

For  a  light-house  on  a  proper  site  on  Cumberland  head. 
Lake  Champlain,  five  thousand  dollars;  for  the  erection  of  a 
light-house  on  a  proper  site  at  Split  •rock  point.  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  five  thousand  dollars;  for  a  revolving  or  double  light 
upon  the  south  side  of  Execution  rocks,  opposite  Sand's 
point,  in  Long  iaiand  sound,  five  thousand  dollars;  for  a 
light- house  at  Big  Sandy  crecdi,  on  Lake  Ontario,  county  of 
Jefferson,  five  thousand  dollars;  for  a  light-house  on  Stony 
pmnt,  in  the  town  of  Henderson,  in  the  county  of  Jcfier- 
son,  three  thousand  dollars;  for  buoying  outGedney's  chan- 
nel, three  thouband  dollars;  for  a  beacon-light  at  Silver-creek 
harbor,  on  Lake  Brie,  four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars; 
for  a  light  house  on  Flynn's  Knoll,  near  Sandy  Hook,  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  built  under  the  direction  of 
the  engineer  department;  for  a  light-boat  oft*  Sandy  Hook, 
twenty -five  thousand  doUsrs;  for  placing  a  beacon  on  Ro- 
mer's  shoal,  near  Sandy  Hook,  fifteen  tiiousand  doUars;  for 
the  erection  of  a  light-house  at  Esopus  meadows,  on  the 
west  shore  of  the  Hudson  river,  three  thousand  dollars;  for 
placing  a  buoy  on  the  wreck  of  a  vessel  sunk  at  Tappan 
bay,  one  hundred  dollars;  for  a  light-house  on  Cedar  island. 
Sag  harbor,  one  thousand  dollars;  for  placing  buoys  in  Sag 
harbor,  two  hundred  dollars;  for  erecting  a  light-house  at 
Roundout  creek,  on  the  Hudson  river,  five  thousand  dollars; 
for  erecting  a  beacon-light  at  Dunkirk  harbor,  two  thousand 
seven  hundred  doUaia;  for  erecting  a  beacon-light  at  Van 
Buren  harbor,  two  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars;  for  a 
floating-light,  to  be  stationed  on  or  near  the  Middle  Ground, 
so  called,  in  Long  Island  sound,  nearly  abreast  Straitford 
point,  ten  thousand  dollars;  for  a  light-house  on  Robin's 
reef,  in  the  harbor  of  New  York,  fifty  thousand  dollars;  for 
a  light-house  at  Salmon-river  harbor,  three  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

Slate  of  New  Jersey. 

Foi  a  light-house  at  the  mouth  of  Unhansey  creek,  five 
thousand  dollars;  for  the  erection  of  a  light-house  at  or  near 
Egg  island,  near  the  entrance  of  Maurice  river,  five  thou- 
sand dollars;  foe  erecting  a  light-house  near  AbMcum  inlet, 
on  the  seacoast,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  to  be  so  con- 
structed as  to  be  distinguished  from  the  oUier  light  on  the 
coast,  five  thousand  dollars. 
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State  of  Pennsylvania. 
For  completing  the  beacon-light  at  the  end  of  the  pier 
which  forma  the  entrance  into  the  harbor  of  Erie,  on  Lake 
Erie,  aiz  hundred  and  aeTenty-four  dollars. 

State  of  Delaware, 
For  a  light-house  on  the  lower  or  southern  end  of  Reedy 
island,  in  the  Delaware  bay,  ten  thousand  dollars;  for  the 
erection  of  a  light-house  on  the  Brandy  wine  shoal,  in  the 
Delaware  bay,  in  addition  to  the  sum  already  appropriated, 
fifteen  thousand  dollars,  agreeably  to  the  plan  and  estimate 
made  by  Hartman  Bache,  of  the  eng^ineer  corps;  for  moor- 
ing buoys  in  the  harbor  of  the  Delaware  breakwater,  two 
two  thousand  dollars. 

State  of  Maryland, 
For  a  light-house  on  a  proper  site  on  Sharp's  island,  in 
the  Chesapeake  bay,  five  thousand  dollars;  for  placing  buoys 
on  the  riTeniNanticoke,  Manokin,  Annameesex,  PocQmoke, 
and  AVicomico,  Hooper's  and  Cajey's  straits,  and  Tangier 
and  Pocomoke  sounds,  the  sum  of  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  in  addition  to  a  former  appropriation;  for  erect- 
ing a  light-house  at  Love  point,  in  addition  to  the  sum 
heretofore  appropriated,  one  thousand  dollars. 

State  of  Virginia, 
For  the  erection  of  a  light-house  on  the  south  end  of  Hog 
island,  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  five  thousand  dollars;  for  a 
light-boat  on  York- river  spi^  or  a  light-house,  ten  thou- 
sand dollars.  For  removing  the  light  house  at  Old  Point 
Comfort  into  Fortress  Monroe,  six  thousand  dollars;  for  a 
light-house  in  the  Chesapeake,  eight  thousand  dollars;  for 
a  light-house  at  Day's  point,  on  James  river,  five  thousand 
dollars,  for  a  Ught-boat,  or  light-house,  in  the  Potomac  riv- 
er, between  Mathias  point,  in  Virginia,  and  Maryland  point, 
in  the  State  of  Maryland:  Provided,  On  inquiry,  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  shaU  deem  such  light  necessary  to 
the  Mfe  and  uninterrupted  navigation  of  that  section  of  the 
river  Potomac,  ten  thousand  dollars;  for  a  new  light-boat 
in  the  Chesapeake  bay,  eight  thousand  dollars;  for  a  light- 
house at  the  mouth  of  Potomac  creek,  five  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

Stale  of  North  Carolina, 
For  a  light-house  off  Powell's  point,  Albemarle  sound, 
five  thousand  dollars,  for  rebuilding  a  light-house  at  Fed- 
eral point,  five  thousand  dollars;  for  a  light-house  on  Pea 
island,  near  New  inlet,  five  thousand  dollars;  for  building 
a  new  light-boat  at  Long  shoal,  in  Pamlico  sound,  ten 
thousand  dollars. 

State  of  South  Carolina, 
For  light- houses  or  light-boats  in  the  inlets  of  St.  Hele- 
na and  Port  Royal,  twenty  thousand  dollars;  for  the  con- 
struction of  &re  beacon-lights  in  Charleston  harbor,  six 
thousand  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  appropriation  of  the  last 
session;  the  location  of  said  lights  to  be  changed,  if  deem- 
ed expedient  l^  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

State  of  Georgia. 
For  a  light-house  on  the  north  end  of  Little  Cumberland 
island,  eight  thousand  dollars;  for  the  erection  of  a  light- 
house on  the  north  end  of  Jekyl  island,  eight  thousand  dol- 
lars. For  the  placing  of  buoys  and  beacons,  to  render  the 
entrance  to  the  harbor  of  Brunswick  secure  and  easy  at  all 
times,  ten  thousand  dollars.  For  a  light-house  on  Sapelo 
island,  and  for  placing  buoys  and  beacons  at  Doboy  bar,  and 
Sapelo  bar,  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  safe  and  secure 
an  entrance  at  all  times  to  the  city  of  Darien,  five  thousand 
dollars;  for  a  floating-light  to  be  anchored  within  Martin's 
Industry,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

State  of  Alabama, 
For  placing  buoys  in  the  harirar  of  Mobile,  six  hundred 
dollars;  for  Uie  erection  of  a  light-house  on  Sand  island, 
opposite  Mobile  point,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

State  of  Ohio. 
For  a  light-house  on  Turtle  island,  at  the  entrance  of 
Maumee  bay,  in  Lake  Erie,  eight  thousand  dollars;  for  a 


beacon-light  on  a  proper  site  near  the  entiance  of  the  bi- 
bor  of  Sandusky  bay,  two  thousand  five  hondred  doDin; 
for  a  beacon-light  at  or  near  Manhattan,  three  thoosud 
dollars;  for  additional  buoys  to  mark  the  duamd  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  and  across  Maumee  baj, 
two  hundred  dollars;  for  a  lig^t-house  on  the  south  side  of 
Cunningham  island,  in  Lake  Erie,  three  thousmd  doUu. 

State  of  Indiana, 

For  a  light-house  at  City  West  harbor,  fi?c  thoosna 
dollars;  to  complete  the  lighthouse  at  Michigan  City, 
three  thousand  dollars. 

State  of  Louisiana, 

For  a  beacon-light  at  or  near  the  southwest  ptss  of  Ver- 
milion bay,  five  thousand  doUan;  for  erecting  a  light-hcnw 
at  the  pass  between  Lake  Pontchartrain  and  Lake  Mu»- 
pas,  six  thousand  dollars;  for  erecting  a  ligfat-hooR,  sod  i 
house  for  the  keeper,  on  St  Joseph's  idand,  in  Lab 
Borgne,  twelve  thousand  dollars;  for  placing  two  hoovstt 
Dolphin-island  pass,  two  buoys  at  Pass  Marianne,  tv» 
buoys  at  Pass  Christian,  and  two  buoys  at  Heron  pas,  fif- 
teen hundred  dollars;  for  beac(His  and  light-houMs  ttd» 
entrance  of  the  harbor  recently  constructed  on  Lake  P«'- 
chartrain,  at  the  canal  above  New  Orleans,  twentv-6n 
thousand  dollars;  for  erecting  a  light-houss  on  Lake  ?cA- 
chartrain,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Bayou  St  John,  ten  thoi- 
sand  dollars;  for  beacons  and  light-houses  at  Fort  Pont- 
chartrain, in  addition  to  the  sum  heretofore  appropriM 
twenty  thousand  dollars. 

State  of  Mississippi. 

For  the  erection  of  a  lightr-house  at  the  month  of  Fed 
river,  in  addition  to  the  sum  h«netofore  appropriated,  fi^ 
thousand  dollars. 

State  of  Michigan.  ^ 

For  a  light  house  on  a  proper  nte  at  the  mouth  of  Gra». 
river,  five  thousand  dollars;  for  a  light-house  at  a  pn^^ 
site  at  the  mouth  of  Detroit  river,  five  thousand  doUim  ts 
a  light-house  on  Windmill  island,  at  the  outlet  of  Uke^ 
Clair,  five  thousand  dollars;  for  erecting  a  ligfatrhoooi 
the  mouth  of  Saginaw  river,  fire  thousand  doDan;  ^^ 
ing  a  light-house  at  Wagoosbancc,  or  Fox  point,  oo  vt 
straito  of  Michilimackinac,  five  thousand  doUars;  fii^  0^ 
ing  a  light-house  at  the  mouth  of  Kalamssoo  ri^er,  ii^« 
thousand  dollars. 

Territory  of  Florida. 

For  a  light-house  on  the  most  suitable  site  *^^  ^'^Jj 
east  entrance  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  into  Appabc^^ 
bay,  to  be  selected  by  the  Secreteiy  of  the  TreasDrT,trs 
thousand  dollars;  for  a  light-house  at  the  entiance  of  ^ 
Joseph's  bay,  ten  thousand  dollars;  for  three  buoys  at  v 
mouth  of  St  John's  river,  one  thousand  doUan;  fo'^ 
to  mark  the  channel  from  the  eastern  pass  into  ^^PP'j'^ 
cola  bay,  to  the  town  of  Appalachicola,  one  thousand  dol- 
lars; for  a  light-boat  to  be  stationed  at  the  northwest  fu^ 
twelve  miles  fivm  Key  West,  ten  thousand  dollan;£»b8^ 
at  the  northwest  passage  and  harbor  of  Key  ^^.^  • 
hundred  dollars;  for  a  light4iouBe  on  the  north  pon^  ^ 
Amelia  island,  eight  thousand  dollars;  for  rebvildiB|[  t^^ 
changing  the  location  of  the  light-house  at  Mosquito  uu^ 
seven  thousand  dollars;  for  placing  buoys  on  a  rock  lo 
outer  harbor  of  Key  West,  five  hundred  dollais;  fja^ 
ring  the  foundation  of  the  light-house  on  Sand  ^^'Z 
for  the  attendance  of  a  boat  procured  by  the  late  kee^ 
one  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty  dollars;  ^^ ^yf^. 
ing  the  light-hoose  at  Cape  Florida,  ten  thousand  doLtf^ 
for  a  light-house  on  Carreyforce  reef,  on  the  eoutbet^^ 
extremity  of  the  coast  of  Florida,  twenty  thousand  dollar 

Territory  of  Wisconsin.  . 

For  erecting  a  light-house  at  the  mouth  of  Milwsa^ 
river,  five  thousand  dollars;  for  erecting  a  light-ho«««^^ 
mouth  of  the  Manitowac  river,  five  thousand  •^^^ 
light-house  at  Chipewagan,  five  thousand  dollars  wt^ 
ing  a  light-house  at  the  entrance  of  Green  bay,  fi^  ^^ 
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Btfind  dollars;  for  erecting  a  tight  house  at  Root  river,  five 
thousand  dollars. 

Sec  9.  And  be  it  further  enaeied^  That  before  any  of 
the  improvements  aforesaid  are  commenced,  the  Board  of 
Navy  Commissioners  shall  cause  an  examination  to  be  made 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  the  safety  of  navi> 
gation  requires  any  additional  facilities,  and  if  so,  what  is 
most  suitable  for  each  place  needing  such  additional  fecili- 
ties,  and  thereupon  to  report  their  opinion  in  regard  to  all 
Buch  places  as  speedily  as  may  be  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  who  shall  proceed  with  the  works  so  recom- 
mended; but  if  the  said  Board,  after  causing  such  examina- 
tion to  be  made,  shall  be  of  opinion  that  any  of  said  im- 
pro-vements  are  not  needed  to  facilitate  the  navigation,  or 
that  the  navigation  is  so  inoonsideTable  as  not  to  justify  the 
proposed  works,  or  that  the  same  are  inexpedient  from  any 
cauae,  no  further  proceeding  shall  be  had,  and  their  opin- 
ions, with  the  fiacts,  shall  be  reported  to  Congress. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enaetedy  That  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authoriied  to  adopt 
the  improvements  in  lamps  and  lanterns  of  light-houses, 
and  the  mode  of  wanning  the  same,  invented  by  Isaac  Dun- 
ham, i^  in  his  opinion,  after  due  examination  and  trial 
thereof,  (if  necessary,)  said  improvements  shall  be  deemed 
of  utility  in  respect  to  the  saving  of  expense  in  repairs  and 
support,  or  in  respect  to  improving  the  lights:  Frovided, 
The  right  to  adopt  said  improvements  in  ^e  light-houses 
and  li^t-boats  of  the  United  States  can  be  obtained  on 
terms  which  the  Secretary  shall  deem  reasonable. 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  to  authoriie  and  sanction  the  sales  of  reserves, 
provided  for  Creek  Indians  in  the  treaty  of  March  twen- 
ty-four, eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-two,  in  certain 
cases,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enaetedy  4tr.,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  may,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to,  cause  all  the 
reserves  belonging  to  the  Creek  Indians  by  virtue  of  the 
provisions  of  the  treaty  of  March  twenty-fourth,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thiity-two,  which  shall  remain  unsold  on  the 
fourth  day  of  April  next,  to  be  sold  at  public  auction  in 
the  Creek  country;  after  giving  at  least  sixty  days'  notice 
of  the  time,  place,  and  terms  of  sale  in  the  pubUc  prints, 
ftnd  to  cause  patents  to  be  issued  to  the  purchasers  of  said 
reserves. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  furtlier  enacted.  That  the  President 
3f  the  United  States  may,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to, 
?on<irm  the  sales  by  the  widow,  the  widow  and  children, 
he  children,  or  the  lawful  administrator  of  Creek  Indians 
who  have  died,  or  who  may  die,  prior  to  the  fourth  day  of 
\pril  next,  wiUiout  having  legally  disposed  of  said  reserves, 
&nd  to  receive  the  purchase-money,  or  such  portions  of  it 
IS  may  not  have  been  paid  to  the  persons  entitled  to  it,  and 
jO  cftuse  patents  to  be  issued  therefor  to  the  purchasers: 
(«  fravided.  That  sales  made  by  lawful  administrators  shall 
>e  entitled  to  a  preference  over  sales  made  by  widows  and 
rhildren. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  President 
nay,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to,  pay  the  persons  enti- 
led thereto,  the  money  which  may  be  received  from  the 
yurchasers  of  reserves  under  the  authority  given  in  the  two 
^receding  sections,  at  such  times,  and  in  such  amounts, 
M  be  sbflJl  deem  best  for  the  parties  concerned;  or,  if  he 
hink  proper,  to  invest  the  whole  or  any  part  of  said  pur- 
^haae-money  in  stocks,  and  pay  the  interest  to  the  persons 
entitled,  in  such  amounts,  and  in  such  manner,  as,  in  his 
opinion,  will  be  most  advantageous  for  them:  Provided, 
rii&t  he  may  cause  the  principal  of  \he  sum  or  sums  so  in- 
vested to  be  paid  to  the  persons  entitled  thereto,  whenever 
lo  may  think  proper:  And  provided,  further.  That  the 
provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  executed  under  such  regula- 
ioivs  and  restrictions  aa  the  President  may  prescribe. 


Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  may  be  law- 
ful for  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  the  sum 
of  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre  to  be  paid  to 
the  Creek  Indians  whose  names  were  omitted  to  be  enter- 
ed on  the  census-roll  taken  under  the  Ueaif  of  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-two,  and  to  those  whose  names  appear 
on  said  roll,  but  for  whom  no  locations  have  been  made, 
who  shall  Appear,  from  proper  evidence,  to  be  justly  enti- 
tled to  reservations  under  the  provisions  of  said  treaty:  Pro- 
vided.  That  the  sums  thus  payable  under  this  section  may 
be  invested  in  stocks  upon  Uie  same  terms  and  conditions, 
and  under  the  same  regulations  and  restrictions,  as  are  here- 
inbefore prescribed  in  respect  to  moneys  payable  under  the 
first  and  second  sections  of  this  act:  Provided,  further. 
That  no  transfer  by  the  ponon  entitled  under  this  section 
shall  be  valid. 

Sec.  6.  AndJfe  ii  further  enacted.  That,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  three  first 
sections  of  this  act,  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollara  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  together  with  such  sum  as 
may  be  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  fourth  section 
thereof. 

Approved  March  8,  1837. 

AN  ACT  explanatory  of  the  act  entitled  <<  An  act  grant- 
ing half-pay  to  widows  and  orphans  where  their  hus- 
bands and  fiithers  have  died  of  wounds  received  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses." 

Be  it  enacted,  4-c.,  That  the  benefits  of  the  thirdjsection 
of  the  act  entitled  *<  An  act  granting  half  pay  to  widows 
and  orphans,  where  their  husbands  and  &then  have  died 
of  wounds  received  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  the  fourth  day 
of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-aix,  shall  not  be  with- 
held from  any  widow,  in  consequenee  of  her  having  mar- 
ried after  the  decease  of  the  husband  for  whose  services  she 
may  claim  to  be  allowed  a  pension  or  annuity  under  said  act: 
Provided,  That  she  was  a  widow  at  the  time  it  was  passed. 
Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  widow  of 
any  person  who  continued  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  until  the  third  day  of  November,  seventeen  hundred 
and  eighty-three,  and  was  married  before  that  day,  arid 
while  her  husband  was  in  such  service,  shall  be  entitled  to 
the  benefits  of  the  third  section  of  the  aforesaid  act. 
Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  to  continue  the  office  of  Commissioner  of  Pen- 
sions. 

Be  it  enacted,  4^.,  That  the  office  of  Commissioner  of 
Pensions  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  continued,  until 
the  fourth  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a  Commission- 
er of  Pensions  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate;  and  that  he  shall  execute,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  such  duties  in  relation  to  the  various 
pension  laws  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  President. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Com- 
missioner shall  receive  an  annual  salary  of  three  thousand 
dollars;  and  have  the  privilege  of  sending  and  receiving  let- 
ters and  packets  by  mail  free  of  postage. 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  to  provide  for  certain  harbore,  and  for  the  remo- 
val of  obstructions  in  and  at  the  mouths  of  certain  rivers, 
and  for  other  purposes,  during  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven. 

Be  it  enacted,  4*0.,  That  the  fallowing  sums  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money 
in  Ihe  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  carrying  on 
and  completing  certain  works  heretofore  commenced,  viz: 
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Lotos  of  the  Untied  Statee, 


For  coiAtinuiiig  the  improTement  of  the  harbor  of  Chica- 
go, lUinois,  forty  thousanid  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  conatraction  of  a  harbor  at  Michigan 
city,  Indiana,  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  Uie  construction  of  a  pier  or  breakwater 
at  the  mouth  of  the  river  St.  Joseph,  Michigan,  fifteen  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  the  continuation  of  the  works  at  the  harbor  near  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Raisin,  Michigan,  thirty  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  completing  the  channel  of  the  Cocheco  branch  of  the 
Piacataqua  river,  in  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  five  thou- 
sand dollars. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  the 
mouth  of  Black  river,  in  Jcficpon  county.  State  of  New 
York,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  White- 
hall, in  the  State  of  New  Yoik,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  channel  at  the 
mouth  of  Genesee  river,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  ten 
thousand  dollars. 

For  improving  the  harbor  of  Mobile,  in  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama, by  removing  the  bar  of  the  Choctaw  pass,  and  Dog- 
river  bar,  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  removal  of  obstructions  at  Black  riv- 
er, Ohio,  six  thousand  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  removal  of  obstructions  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Huron  river,  in  Ohio,  two  thousand  five  hundred 
and  sixty-five  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the 
mouth  of  Vermilion  river,  Ohio,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  Cleaveland  harbor, 
Ohio,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  removal  of  obstructions  at  Cunning- 
ham creek,  Ohio,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  removal  of  obstructions  at  Ashtabula 
creek,  Ohio,  eight  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  lemoval  of  obstructions  at  Conneaut 
creek,  Ohio,  five  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Presque 
Isle,  Pennsylvania,  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  Dunkirk  harbor,  New 
York,  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Port- 
land, Lake  Erie,  New  York,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Catta- 
raugus creek.  Lake  Erie,  New  York,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Salmon 
river,  Lake  Ontario,  New  York,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  channel  between 
the  Nortli  and  South  Hero  islands,  Lake  Champlain,  Ver- 
mont, six  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  construction  of  a  breakwater  atPlatts- 
burg.  New  York,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  tlie  harbor  at  the 
mouth  of  Oak*  orchard  creek.  New  York,  five  thousand 
dollars. 

For  continuing  the  pier  at  Kennebunk,  Maine,  three 
thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  at  Big  Sodus  bay.  New 
York,  twelve  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  pier  and  mole  at  Oswego  harbor, 
New  York,  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  placing  buoys  in  the  vicinity  of  the  monument  on 
Steele's  ledge,  Maine,  being  the  unexpended  balance  of  the 
appropriation  of  the  twenty-eighth  of  June,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-four,  for  rebuilding  the  monument  on 
Steele's  ledge,  four  hundred  and  sixty-six  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  construction  of  a  breakwater  at  Bur- 
lington, Vermont,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  breakwater  on  Stanford's  ledge,  Port- 
land harbor,  Maine,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 


For  continuing  the  breakwater  at  Sandy  bay,Mamch«- 
setts,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  breakwater  at  Hyannis  haHwr,  Me- 
sachusetts,  five  thousand  dcdlars. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  channel  of  tbr 
river  Thames,  leading  into  Norwich  haitor,  ConnecUciit, 
twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  securing  of  the  public  wubit  the 
harbor  of  Southport,  Connecticut,  one  thousand  doDars. 

For  improving  the  harbor  of  Westport,  Connectksl, 
three  thousand  seven  hundred  aAd  thirty-four  dollus. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  navigatiaD  of  t^ 
Hudson  river,  above  and  below  Albany,  inthcSUteo) 
New  York,  one  hundred  thousand  doUais;  to  be  expended 
according  to  the  plan  and  estimate  recomaesded  by  tk  Sec- 
retary of  War. 

For  continuing  the  repairs  at  the  harbor  of  Ch^ter, 
Pennsylvania,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  M- 
mington,  Delaware,  eight  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  >*ev' 
castle,  Delaware,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  Delaware  breakwater,  and  coosUeci- 
ing  a  wharf  or  mole,  pursuant  to  the  report  of  Captain  M- 
afield,  one  hundred  and  forty-one  thousand  doUais. 

And  that  the  sum  of  seventy  thousand  dollars  be,  al 
the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  out  of  ai^  mone;  in  ^^ 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the  erection  «f  < 
marine  hospital  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  in  that  put  «^' 
said  city  which  shall  be  designated  by  the  Secretair  of  tlie 
Treasury,  and  for  the  purchase  of  lands  on  which  to  «rfrt 
said  marine  hospital;  and  that  the  President  of  die  Inff^ 
States  be,  and  he  b  hereby,  authoriied  to  a^t  andctcs 
to  be  pmchased,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  sick  aeubtt- 
boatmen,  and  all  other  navigatora  on  the  Weatf m  rm* 
and  lakes,  suitable  sites  for  marine  hospitals:  Pmwti. 
That  the  number  thereof  shall  not  exceed  for  the  mff  ^ 
sissippi  three,  for  the  river  Ohio  three,  and  for  L^e&i^ 
one;  and  to  enable  the  President  to  make  such  sdectioDtf>i 
purchase,  he  may  call  to  his  aid  one  or  more  medical  stfn 
of  the  army,  not  exceeding  three  in  all,  to  examine  and  it 
port  on  such  sites,  and  to  ascertain  at  what  price  the  se* 
can  be  had;  and  that  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  doflif' 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  to  efiect  the  {ks- 
cbase  thereof,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  theTw**? 
not  otherwise  appropriated;  and  that  suitable  plans  id^^ 
timates  be  prepared,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  ij 
War,  for  the  construction  of  said  hospitals,  and  aDboas^l 
to  Congress,  at  the  commencement  of  the  neit  tfsaa 
thereof;  and  that  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  be  apj^ 
priated  for  the  erection  of  a  marine  ho^tal  in  the  d^ 
Mobile:  Prtmded,  That  the  expenditures  for  the  pmtli^ 
of  sites  and  the  erection  of  hospitals  at  New  Orloiu  if 
Mobile  shall  not  exceed  the  amounts  herein  appropriated  K< 
these  purposes;  that  from  and  aOer  the  first  day  of  Apn^^ 
next,  all  laws  enacted  whereby  seamen  are  required  to  pa) 
twenty  cents  a  month,  or  their  employers  are  required  to  s- 
tain  that  sum  out  of  their  wages,  to  create  a  fund  fort^ 
sick  and  disabled  seamen,  shall  be  suspended  for  one  retf, 
during  which  no  such  exaction  shall  be  made;  and  thitu>' 
stead  of  said  tax  there  be  appropriated,  out  of  any  tooo^  ^ 
the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  aum  « «* 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  doltors,  to  be  diabarwd  lo  ")" 
same  manner  as  the  sum  above  mentioned:  Prmi^^i^, 
every  That  seamen  and  watermen  who  have  not  c^^**!** 
to  said  fund,  may  receive  relief  to  such  extent,  and  o)»f 
such  regulations,  as  the  President  of  die  United  Sute^sV 
direct  . 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  harhor  of  B*' 
more,  Maryland,  fifteen  tiiousand  dollars.  ^. 

For  continuing  the  removal  of  obstructions  at  Ocfic* 
inlet.  North  Carolina,  twelve  tiioamd  and  fift^  <lo^ 
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For  condnuing  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  Cape 
Fear  river,  below  Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  ten  thou- 
sand doUafs. 

F^or  opening  a  passage  of  fifty  yards  wide  and  seven  feet 
deep  at  low  water,  between  the  town  of  Beaufort  and  Pam- 
lico aound.  North  Carolina,  and  for  improving  New  river, 
in  addition  to  two  sums  of  five  thousand  dollars  each,  ap- 
propriated at  the  last  session  of  Congress  for  the  harbor  of 
Beaufort  and  for  New  river,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  improvements  of  the  inland  channel 
lietween  St  Mary's  and  St.  John*s,  Florida,  five  thousand 
dollars. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  Cumberland  river 
in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  according  to'the  report  of  Col. 
Abert,  United  States  engineer,  dated  February  twenty -third, 
eig^hteen  hundred  and  thirty -five,  of  the  survey  of  said  riv- 
er, fifty -five  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  removal  of  obstructions  in  the  Red 
river,  sixty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  oondnuing  th<f  improvement  of  the  Ohio  river  he- 
tw^eo  the  falls  and  Pittsburg,  sixty  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers  from  Louisville  to  New  Orleans, 
»ixty  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  works  for  the  removal  of  the  obstruc- 
tions to  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  river  at  its  mouth, 
two  hundred  and  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  woriU  for  the  removal  of  the  obstruc- 
tions to  the  navigation  of  the  Arkansas  river,  in  addition  to 
the  unexpended  balance  of  thirty-five  thousand  dollars,  the 
jiuni  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  Xhd  improvement  of  the  Mississippi  river 
above  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  and  of  the  Missouri  river,  for- 
ty thousand  dollars. 

For  the  erection  of  a  pier  in  the  Mississippi  river,  near  St. 
I^ouis,  including  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  appro- 
priated for  that  purpose  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  fifty 
thousand  dollars. 

For  improving  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio,  Missouri,  and 
Mississippi  rivers,  and  to  replace  the  steam  snag-boat  Archi- 
medes, sunk  in  the  Mississippi  river  in  November  last, 
tweoty-three  thousand  dollars. 

For  continuing  the  survey  of  Black  and  White  rivers  in 
Arkansas  and  Missouri,  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  making  a  survey  from  the  southern  deboucho  of  the 
Dismal  Swamp  canal,  down  the  Pasquotank  river  to  Eliza- 
beth, thence  to  Croatan  sound,  Pamlico  and  other  sounds, 
near  the  coast  of  North  Carolina;  and  thence  by  the  most 
practicable  route  to  Winyaw  bay,  in  South  Carolina,  with 
a  view  to  determuie  the  practicability  of  opening  an  inland 
conununication  for  steam  navigation  from  the  Chesapeake 
h-Aj  to  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

For  improving  the  harbor  of  New  Brunswick,  New  Jer- 
sey, by  removing  the  obstructions  in  the  Raritan  river,  in 
addition  to  the  appropriation  of  July  four,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-six,  six  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty-three 
dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacteily  That  when  the  cor- 
porate authorities  of  the  town  of  Alexapdria  shall  deposite 
the  stock  held  by  them  in  the  Alexandria  Canal  Company, 
in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  proper 
and  competent  instruments  and  conveyances  in  law  to  vest 
the  same  in  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  his  succes- 
sors in  office,  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  to  be 
held  in  trust  upon  the  same  terms  and  conditions  in  all  re- 
spects as  the  stocks  held  in  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  ca- 
nal by  the  several  cities  of  this  District  were  required  to  be 
held  in  and  by  virtue  of  the  act  approved  on  the  seventh 
day  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  entitled  *<An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  several  corporate  cities  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,"  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be, 
0nd  he  is  hereby,  authoriied  and  directed  to  advance,  out 


of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
to  the  Alexandria  and  Canal  Company,  from  time  to  time, 
as  the  progress  of  the  work  may  require  the  same,  such 
sums  of  money,  not  exceeding  three  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, as  may  be  necessary  to  complete  the  said  canal  to  the 
town  and  harbor  of  Alexandria:  Provided^  That  the  Alex- 
andria Canal  Company,  in  the  construction  ot  the  remain- 
ing piers,  abutments,  and  works  of  their  aqueduct  over  the 
Potomac  river,  are  hereby  prohibited  and  restrained  from 
throwing  earth  or  clay  into  the  open  river,  and  are  required, 
with  the  money  furnished  by  this  bill,  to  remove  all  earth 
and  clay  heretofore  deposited  by  them  in  the  river. 
Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  in  addition  to  the  act  to  promote  the  progress  of 

science  and  useful  arts. 

Be  it  enacted^  4«.,  That  any  person  who  may  be  in  pos- 
session of,  or  in  any  way  interested  in,  any  patent  for  an 
invention,  discovery,  or  improvement,  issued  prior  to  the 
fifteenth  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty -six,  or  in  an  assignment 
of  any  patent,  or  interest  therein,  executed  and  recorded 
prior  to  the  said  fificenth  day  of  December,  may,  without 
charge,  on  presentation  or  transmission  thereof  to  the  Com- 
missioner of  Patents,  have  the  same  recorded  anew  in  the 
Patent  Office,  together  with  the  descriptions,  specifications 
of  claim  and  drawings  annexed  or  belonging  to  the  same; 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Commissioner  to  cause  the 
same,  or  any  authenticated  copy  of  the  of  the  original  rec- 
ord, specification,  or  drawing  which  he  may  obtain,  to  be 
transcribed  and  copied  into  books  of  record  to  be  kept  for 
that  purpose;  and  wherever  a  drawing  was  not  originally 
annexed  to  the  patent  and  referred  to  in  the  specification, 
jiny  drawing  produced  as  a  delineation  of  the  invention, 
being  verified  by  oath  in  such  manner  as  the  Commissioner 
shall  require,  may  be  transmitted  and  placed  on  file  or  cop- 
ied as  aforesaid,  together  with  the  certificate  of  the  oath;  or 
such  drawings  may  be  made  in  the  office,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Commissioner,  in  conformity  with  the  specifica- 
tion. And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Commissioner  to  take 
such  measures  as  may  be  advised  and  determined  by  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  provided  for  in  the  fourth  section 
of  this  act,  to  obtain  the  patents,  specificationB,  and  copies 
aforesaid,  for  the  purpose  of  being  so  transcribed  and  re- 
corded. And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  of  the  several 
clerks  of  the  judicial  courU  of  the  United  Sutes,  to  trans- 
mit, as  soon  as  may  be,  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Pasent 
Office,  a  statement  of  all  the  authenticated  copies  of  patents, 
descriptions,  specifications,  and  drawings  of  inventions  and 
discoveries  msde  and  executed  prior  to  the  aforesaid  fifteenth 
day  of  December,  which  may  be  found  on  the  files  of  his 
office;  and  also  to  make  out  and  transmit  to  said  Commis- 
sioner, for  record  as  aforesaid,  a  certified  copy  of  every  such 
patent^  description,  specification,  or  drawing,  which  shall 
be  specially  required  by  said  Commissioner. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  copies  of  such 
record  and  drawings,  certified  by  the  C(»mmissioner,  or,  in 
his  absence,  by  the  chief  clerk,  shall  be  prima  facie  evi- 
dence of  the  particulars  of  the  invention  and  of  the  patent 
granted  therefor,  in  any  judicial  court  of  the  United  States, 
in  all  cases  where  copies  of  the  original  record  or  specifica- 
tion and  drawings  would  be  evidence,  without  proof  of  the 
loss  of  such  originals;  and  no  patent  issued  prior  to  the 
aforesaid  fifteenth  day  of  December  shall,  after  the  first  day 
of  June  next,  be  received  in  evidence  in  any  of  the  said 
courts  in  behalf  of  the  patentee  or  other  person  who  shall 
be  in  possession  of  the  same,  unless  it  shall  have  been  so 
recorded  anew,  and  a  drawing  of  the  invention,  if  separate 
from  the  patent,  verified  as  aforesaid,  deposited  in  the  Pat- 
ent Office;  nor  shall  any  written  assignment  of  any  such 
patent,  executed  and  recorded  prior  to  the  said  fifteenth  day 
of  December,  be  received  in  evidence  in  any  of  the  said 
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courts  in  behalf  of  the  assignee  or  other  person  in  possession 
thereof,  until  it  shall  have  been  so  recorded  anew. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  whenever  it 
shall  appear  to  the  Commissioner  that  any  patent  was  de- 
stroyed by  the  burning  of  the  Patent  OfBoe  building  on  the 
aforesaid  fifteenth  day  of  December,  or  was  otherwise  lost 
prior  thereto,  it  shall  be  his  duty,  on  application  therefor  by 
the  patentee  or  other  person  interested  therein,  to  issue  a 
new  patent  for  the  same  invention  or  discovery,  bearing  the 
date  of  the  original  patent,  with  his  certificate  thereon  that 
it  was  made  and  issued  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the 
third  section  of  this  act,  and  shall  enter  the  same  of  record: 
Provided^  however.  That  before  such  patent  shall  be  issu- 
ed,  the  applicant  therefor  shall  deposite  in  the  Patent  Office 
a  duplicate,  as  near  as  may  be,  of  the  original  model,  draw- 
ings, and  description,  with  specification  of  the  invention  or 
discovery,  verified  by  oath,  as  shall  be  required  by  the  Com- 
missioner; and  such  patent  and  copies  of  such  drawings 
and  descriptions,  duly  certified,  shall  be  admissible  as  evi- 
dence in  any  judicial  court  of  the  United  States,  and  shall 
protect  the  rights  of  the  patentee,  his  administrators,  heirs, 
and  assigns,  to  the  extent  only  in  which  they  would  have 
been  protected  by  the  original  patent  and  specification. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Commissioner  to  procure  a  duplicate  of  such  of 
the  models  destroyed  by  fiie  on  the  aforesaid  fifteenth  day 
of  December,  as  were  most  valuable  and  interesting,  and 
whose  preservation  would  be  important  to  the  public;  and 
such  as  would  be  necessary  to  facilitate  the  just  discharge 
of  the  duties  imposed  by  law  on  the  Commissioner  in  issu- 
ing patents,  and  to  protect  the  rights  of  the  public  and  of 
patentees  in  patented  inventions  and  improvements:  Pro- 
vided, That  a  duplicate  of  such  models  may  be  obtained  at 
a  reasonable  expense:  And  provided,  oZso,  That  the  whole 
amount  of  expenditure  for  this  purpose  shall  not  exceed  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  And  there  shall  be 
a  temporary  board  of  commissioners,  to  be  composed  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Patent  Office  and  two  other  perKms 
to  be  appointed  by  the  President,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
consider  and  determine  upon  the  best  and  most  judicious 
mode  of  obtaining  models  of  suitable  construction;  and, 
also,  to  consider  and  determine  what  models  may  be  pro- 
cured in  pursuance  of,  and  in  accordance  with,  the  provis- 
ions and  limitations  in  this  section  contained.  And  said 
commissioners  may  make  and  establish  all  such  regulations, 
terms,  and  conditions,  not  inconsistent  with  law,  as  in  their 
opinion,  may  be  proper  and  necessary  to  carry  the  provis- 
ions of  this  section  into  effect,  according  to  its  true  intent. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  eneuied.  That,  whenever  a 
patent  shall  be  retamed  for  correction  and  reissue  under 
the  thirteenth  section  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  additional, 
and  the  patentee  shall  desire  several  patenU  to  be  issued  for 
distinct  and  separate  parts  of  the  thing  patented,  he  shall 
first  pay,  in  manner  and  in  addition  to  the  sum  provided 
by  that  act,  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars  for  each  additional 
patent  so  to  be  issued:  Provided,  however.  That  no  patent 
made  prior  to  the  aforesaid  fifteenth  day  of  December,  shall 
be  corrected  and  reissued  until  a  duplicate  of  the  model  and 
drawing  of  the  thing  as  originally  invented,  verified  by  oath 
as  shall  be  required  by  the  Commissioner,  shall  be  deposit- 
ed in  the  patent  office; 

Nor  shall  any  addition  of  an  improvement  be  made  to  any 
patent  heretofore  granted,  nor  any  new  patent  be  issued  for 
an  improvement  made  in  any  machine,  manufacture,  or 
process,  to  the  original  inventor,  assignee,  or  possessor,  of 
a  patent  therefor,  nor  any  disclaimer  be  admitted  to  record 
until  a  duplicate  model  and  drawing  of  the  thing  originally 
intended,  verified  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  been  deposited  in 
the  Patent  Office,  if  the  Commissioner  shall  require  the 
same;  nor  shall  any  patent  be  granted  for  an  invention,  im- 
provement, or  discovery,  the  model  or  drawing  of  which 
shall  have  been  lost,  until  another  model  and  drawing,  if 


required  by  the  Commissioner,  shall,  in  like  maiiner,  be 
deposited  in  the  Patent  Office; 

And  in  all  such  cases,  as  well  as  in  those  whidi  Day 
arise  under  the  third  section  of  this  act,  the  qootioD  d 
compensation  for  such  models  and  drawingi  shall  be  miv 
jcct  to  the  judgment  and  decision  of  the  commitaonenpiiK 
vided  for  in  the  fourth  section,  under  the  same  Umitidoos 
and  restrictions  as  are  therein  prescribed. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enaded.  That  any  pstot, 
hereafter  to  be  issued,  may  be  made  and  issued  to  the  u- 
signee  or  assignees  of  the  inventor  or  discoverer,  the » 
signment  thereof  being  first  entered  of  record,  and  the  tp* 
plication  therefor  being  duly  made,  and  the  spedfieatia 
duly  sworn  to  by  the  inventor.  And  in  all  cases  heresfiff, 
the  applicant  for  a  patent  shall  be  held  to  fomidi  dnplieitt 
drawings,  whenever  the  case  admits  of  drawings,  one  d 
which  to  be  deposited  in  the  office,  and  the  other  to  be  aa* 
nexed  to  the  patent,  and  considered  a  part  of  the  speei&i' 
tion. 

Sec.  7.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That,  whenenriay 
patentee  shall  have,  through  inadvertence,  acddent,  or  bus- 
take,  made  his  specification  of  claim  too  broad,  dauniflK 
more  than  that  of  which  he  was  the  original  or  &Bt  inveat* 
or,  some  material  and  substantial  part  of  the  thing  patented 
being  truly  and  justly  his  own,  any  such  patentee,  bis  ad- 
ministrators, executors,  and  assigns,  wheUier  of  the  wh«b 
or  of  a  sectional  interest  therein,  may  make  disclaimer  ot 
such  parts  of  the  thing  patented  as  the  disdaimantehaOnoi 
claim  to  hold  by  virtue  of  the  patent  or  assignment,  lUtia; 
therein  the  extent  of  his  interest  in  such  patent;  whidi  dis- 
claimer shall  be  in  writing,  attested  by  one  or  more  vit- 
nesses,  and  recorded  in  the  Patent  OfiScc^  on  pajmestbT 
the  person  disclaiming,  in  manner  as  other  patent  datu« 
are  required  by  law  to  be  paid,  of  the  sum  of  ten  dottan. 
And  such  disclaimer  shall  therMfier  be  taken  and  comider- 
ed  as  part  of  the  original  specification,  to  the  extent  of  the 
interest  which  shall  be  possessed  in  the  pstent  or  rigiit 
secured  thereby,  by  the  disclaimant,  and  by  thoae  chiminf 
by  or  under  him  subsequent  to  the  record  thereof.  Bat  00 
such  disclaimer  shall  affect  any  action  pending  at  the  tiac 
of  its  being  filed,  except  so  fiur  as  may  relate  to  (he  qaci- 
tion  of  unreasonable  neglect  or  delay  in  filing  the  aaoe. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  whenem  ap- 
plication shall  be  made  to  the  Commissioner  for  anj  %^ 
tion  of  a  newly-discovered  improvement  to  be  made  to  ao 
existing  patent,  or  whenever  a  patent  shall  be  retnni«l  fix 
correction  and  reissue,  the  speofication  of  claim  annexed 
to  every  such  patent  shall  be  subject  to  revision  and  le^ 
tion,  in  the  same  manner  as  are  original  applications  £ir 
patents;  the  Commissioner  shall  not  add  any  such  impro^ 
ment  to  the  patent  in  the  one  case,  nor  grant  the  reiaiv 
in  the  other  case,  until  the  applicant  shJl  hsfe entoeda 
disclaimer,  or  altered  his  specification  of  claim  in  aocere- 
ance  with  the  decision  of  the  Commissioner;  and  in  aUaBcb 
cases,  the  applicant,  ifdissatisfied  with  such  dedfioD,fluiu 
have  the  same  remedy  and  be  entitied  to  the  Itni^i^^ 
same  privileges  and  proceedings  as  are  provided  I7  li«  10 
the  case  of  original  applications  for  patents. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  any  thing  in  the  6^ 
teenth  section  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  additional  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding.  That,  whenever  by  mistake,  a^ 
cideiit,  or  inadvertence,  and  without  any  wilfnl  <^'^!? 
intent  to  defraud  or  mislead  the  public,  any  P***"***,*?! 
have  in  his  specification  claimed  to  be  tiie  original  and  om 
inventor  or  discoverer  of  any  material  or  substantial  part  « 
the  thing  patented,  of  which  he  was  not  the  M  tnd  tfi- 
ginal  inventor,  and  shall  have  no  legal  or  just  right  ^^^ 
the  same,  in  every  such  case  the  patent  shall  be  dwDM 
good  and  valid  for  so  much  of  the  invention  ordiscoTeirai 
shall  be  truly  and  bona  fide  his  own.  Provided,  it  thaUbe* 
material  and  substantial  part  of  the  thing  patented,  lodv 
definitely  distinguishable  from  Uie  other  parts  so  claiim 
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without  right  as  aforeMid.     And  every  such  patentee,  his 
ezecutora,  administratori,  and  aasigna,  whether  of  the  whole 
or  of  a  aoctional  intereat  therein,  shaU  be  entitled  to  main- 
tain A  suit  at  law  or  in  equity  on  such  patent  for  any  in- 
fnnsement  of  such  part  of  the  invention  or  discovery  as  shall 
l>e  bona  fide  his  own  as  aforesaid*  notwithstanding  the  spe- 
cification may  embrace  more  than  he  shall,  have  any  legal 
rig;fat  to  claim.     But,  in  every  such  case  in  which  a  judg- 
ment or  verdict  shall  be  rendered  for  the  plaintiff,  he  shall 
not  be  entitled  to  recover  costs  against  the  defendant,  un- 
less he  shall  have  entered  at  the  Patent  Office,  prior  to  the 
<:oninienoement  of  the  suit,  a  disclaimer  of  all  that  part  of 
the  thing  patented  which  was  so  claimed  without  right: 
Protndedf  Mwever,  That  no  person  bringing  any  such  suit 
shall  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  provisions  contained 
in    this  section  who  shall  have  unreasonably  neglected  or 
delayed  to  enter  at  the  Patent  Office  a  disclaimer  as  afore- 
said. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Commis- 
sioner is  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  appoint  agents 
in  not  exceeding  twenty  of  the  principal  cities  or  towns  in 
the  United  States,  as  may  best  accommodate  the  different 
sections  of  the  country,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  and  for- 
-warding  to  the  Patent  Office  all  such  models,  specimens  of 
tngpnedients,  and  manufactures,  as  shall  be  intended  to  be 
patented  or  deposited  therein,  the  transportation  of  the  same 
to  be  chargeable  to  the  patent  fund. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  instead  of  one 
examining  clerk,  as  provided  by  the  second  section  of  the 
act  to  which  this  is  additional,  there  shall  be  appointed,  in 
manner  therein  provided,  two  examining  clerks,  each  to 
receive  an  annual  salary  offifieen  hundred  dollars;  and,  al- 
aoy  an  additional  copying  cleric,  at  an  annual  salary  of  eight 
hundred  dollars.  And  the  Commissioner  is  also  authorized 
to  employ,  from  time  to  time,  as  many  teroporaxy  clerks  as 
may  be  necessary  to  execute  the  copying  and  draughting 
required  by  the  first  section  of  this  act,  and  to  examine  and 
compare  records  with  the  originals,  who  shall  receive  not 
exceeding  seven  cents  for  every  page  of  one  hundred  words, 
and  for  drawings  and  comparison  of  records  with  originals, 
such  reasonable  compensation  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  or 
prescribed  by  the  Commissioner. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  whenever  the 
application  of  any  foreigner  for  a  patent  shall  be  rejected 
and  withdrawn  for  want  of  novelty  in  the  invention,  pur- 
suant to  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  addi- 
tional, the  certificate  thereof  of  the  Commissioner  shall  be 
a  sufficient  warrant  to  the  Treasurer  to  pay  back  to  such 
applicant  two-thirds  of  the  duty  be  shall  have  paid  into  the 
treasury  on  account  of  such  application. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  lliat  in  all  cases  in 
which  an  oath  is  required  by  this  act,  or  by  Uke  act  to  which 
this  is  additional,  if  the  person  of  whom  it  is  required  shall 
be  conscientiously  scrupulous  of  taking  an  oath,  affirmation 
may  be  substituted  therefor. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enaded.  That  all  moneys 
paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  for  patents  and 
for  fees  for  copies  furnished  by  the  Superintendent  of  the 
Patent  Office  prior  to  the  passage  of  the  act  to  which  this  is 
additional,  shall  be  carried  to  the  credit  of  I  he  patent  fund 
created  by  said  act;  and  the  moneys  constituting  said  fund 
shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  appropriated  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  salaries  of  the  officers  and  clerks  provided  for  by 
said  act,  and  all  other  expenses  of  the  Patent  Office,  inclu- 
ding all  the  expenditures  provided  for  by  this  act;  and,  also, 
for  such  other  purposes  as  are  or  may  be  hereafter  specially 
provided  for  by  law.  And  the  Commissioner  is  hereby  au- 
thorized to  draw  upon  said  fund,  from  time  to  time,  for  such 
sums  as  shall  be  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  governed,  howevei^  by  the  several  limitations 
herein  contained.  And  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  lay  before 
Congress,  in  the  month  of  January,  annually,  a  detailed 


statement  ef  the  expenditures  and  payments  by  him  made 
from  said  fund;  and  it  shall  also  be  his  duty  to  lay  before 
Congress,  in  the  month  of  January,  annually,  a  list  of  all 
patents  which  shall  have  been  granted  during  the  preceding 
year,  designating,  under  proper  heads,  the  subjects  of  such 
patents,  and  furnishing  an  alphabetical  list  of  the  patentees, 
vrith  their  places  of  residence;  and  he  shall  also  furnish  a 
list  of  all  patents  which  shall  have  become  public  property 
during  the  same  period;  together  with  such  other  informa- 
tion of  the  state  and  condition  of  the  Patent  Office,  as  may 
be  useful  to  Congress  or  to  the  public. 
Approved  March  8,  1837. 

AN  ACT  to  provide  for  continuing  the  construction,  and 

for  the  repair  of  certain  roads,  and  for  other  purposes, 

during  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- seven. 

Be  it  enacted,  4^.,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
ninety  thousand  dollurs  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appro- 
priated for  the  purpose  of  continuing  the  Cumberland  road 
in  the  State  of  Ohio;  that  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  continuing  the  Cumberland  road  in  the  State  of  In- 
diana; and  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  for  the  purpose  of  continu- 
ing the  Cumbericmd  road  in  the  State  of  Illinois:  Provided, 
That  said  road  within  the  State  of  Illinois  shall  not  be 
stoned  or  gravelled,  unless  it  can  be  done  at  a  cost  not 
greater  than  the  average  cost  of  stoning  or  gravelling  said 
road  within  the  States  of  Ohio  and  Indiana;  which  sums 
shall  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated:  Provided,  That  in  all  cases  where  it  can 
be  done,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  superintending  officers, 
to  cause  the  work  on  said  road  to  be  laid  off  in  sections,  and 
let  out  to  the  lowest  substantial  bidder,  after  due  notice. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  second 
section  of  an  act  for  the  continuation  of  the  Cumberland 
road  in  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Ulinois,  approved 
the  second  day  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six, 
shall  not  be  applicable  to  expenditures  hereafler  to  be  made 
on  said  road. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  following 
sums  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  appropriated,  to  be  paid 
out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated, to  wiU  For  the  repairs  of  the  Cumberiand  road  east  of 
the  Ohio  river,  seven  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty - 
three  dollars  and  sixty-three  cents; 

For  continuing  the  construction  of  the  road  from  the 
northern  boundary  of  the  Territory  of  Florida,  by  Marianna 
to  Appalachicoia,  twenty  thousand  three  hundred  and  thir- 
teen dollars; 

For  defraying  the  expenses  incidental  to  making  examin- 
ations and  surveys  under  the  act  of  the  thirteenth  of  April, 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-four,  and  forgeological  and  min- 
eralogical  surveys  and  researches  in  the  Indian  country,  on 
the  public  lands,  and  in  the  territories  of  the  United  States, 
thirty  thousand  dollars; 

For  surveys  of  a  military  character,  and  for  the  defenci>.<i 
of  the  Atlantic  and  Western  frontiers,  fifteen  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enact  d.  That  the  several  sums 
hereby  appropriated  for  the  construction  of  the  Cumberland 
road  in  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  shall  be 
replaced  by  said  States  respectively,  out  of  the  funds  reserv- 
ed to  each  for  laying  out  and  making  roads  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Congress,  by  the  several  acts  passed  for  the  admis- 
sion of  said  States  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States. 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Abigail  Appleion. 
Re  it  enacted,  4-c.,  That  the  pension  heretofore  granted 
by  law  to  Abigail  Appleton,  the  widow  of  Daniel  Appleton, 
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puniunt  to  the  proTinoiis  of  the  act  entitled  **  An  act  in 
addition  to  an  act  giving  pensions  to  the  orphans  and  widows 
of  persons  slain  in  the  public  or  private  armed  vessels  of  the 
United  States,'*  and  the  act  to  which  the  same  is  an  addi- 
tion, subject  to  the  conditions  and  limitations  therein  con- 
tained, be^  and  the  same  is  hereby,  renewed  and  continued 
for  an  additional  term  of  five  years,  to  commence  from  the 
third  day  of  September,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-four,  subject  to  the  conditions  and  limitations  afore- 
said. 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  for  tlie  relief  of  John  JefTcrs. 

Be  it  CTUtetedy  4t.,  That  John  Jeffers  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by, authorised  to  surrender  the  certificate  which  heretofore 
issued  from  the  land  office  at  Huntsville,  Alabama,  to  John 
8harpe,  and  which  was  assigned  to  said  Jeffers  by  Dixon 
Stanbach,  as  administrator  of  Stephen  Heard,  for  the  north- 
west quarter  of  section  twenty  ^eight,  township  six,  range 
two,  west  of  the  basis  meridian  of  said  land  district;  and 
upon  such  surrender  of  said  certificate,  and  filing  hiif  relin- 
quishment in  said  land  office,  the  said  John  Jeffers  shall  be 
entitled  to  a  certificate  from  the  register  and  receiver  of  said 
land  office  for  the  amount  which  has  been  paid  on  said 
lands,  which  shall  be  received  in  said  office  in  payment  for 
any  lands  subject  to  entry  in  that  land  district 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  to  grant  the  Atchafalaya  Railroad  and  Banking 

Company  the  right  of  way  through  the  public  lands  of 

the  United  States. 

Be  it  enactedf  <!'«.,  That  there  be,  and  is  hereby  grant- 
ed to  the  Atchafalaya  Railroad  and  Banking  Company,  a 
corporation  created  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana, the  right  of  way  through  such  portions  of  the  public 
land  as  the  road  or  roads  of  said  company  is  authorized  by 
its  charter  to  construct,  shall  pass:  Provided,  That  the  por- 
tion of  the  public  land  occupied  thereby  shall  not  exce^ 
eighty  feet  in  width. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enaeUd,  That  the  route  of 
said  road  and  its  branches,  shall,  at  the  expense  of  the 
aforesaid  company,  bo  surveyed  and  designated  through  the 
public  lands  by  plain  marks  or  monuments,  and  copies  of 
the  field-notes,  with  plat  or  plats  of  the  lands,  and  a  de- 
scription of  the  said  land-marks  or  monuments,  and  their 
connexion  with  the  previous  official  surveys  of  the  adjacent 
lands,  shall  be  returned  to  the  office  of  the  Surveyor  Gen- 
eral of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  to  the  General  Land 
Office  in  Washington,  within  sixty  days  after  the  said  sur- 
veys or  plats  are  completed,  and  which  shall  be  within  one 
year  from  the  date  of  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  etiaeted.  That  for  such  de- 
pots, watering-places,  and  workshops,  as  may  be  essential 
to  the  convenient  use  of  said  road,  there  is  also  granted  to 
said  company  such  portion  of  the  public  land  as  they  may 
under  like  restrictions  and  conditions,  select,  on  eidicr  or 
each  side  of  said  road:  Provided,  That  not  more  than  four 
acres,  to  be  laid  off  in  a  square  form,  shall  be  selected  for 
such  use  or  purpose  at  any  one  place,  and  not  more  than 
one  such  square  shall  be  granted  for  every  ten  miles  of  the 
said  road  or  its  branches  lying  within  the  pulic  lands;  which 
selections  shall  be  surveyed  and  returned  in  the  manner 
aforesaid,  and  approved  by  the  Seci-etary  of  the  Treasury 
for  the  time  being. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  so  long  as  the 
public  land  in  the  vicinity  of  said  road  and  its  branches 
shill  remain  unsold,  the  said  company  shall  have  permission 
to  take  therefrom  such  materials  of  earth,  stone,  or  wood, 
as  may  be  necessary  for  the  construction  of  said  road. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enaetsd.  That  the  grants  here- 
in contained,  as  well  the  use  of  the  public  lands,  as  of  the 
inateriab  for  the  construction  of  said  road  and  it^  brandirs^ 


shall  cease  and  determine  and  be  of  no  cfiect,  unlev  die 
said  road  be  commenced  and  completed  within  tbe  periodi 
fixed  by  the  charter  of  said  company;  and,  if  the  nid  rotd 
shall  be,  at  any  time  after  its  completion,  or  during  tbe 
time  of  its  construction,  discontinued  or  abandoned  by  said 
company,  the  grants  and  privileges  hereby  made  uid  allow- 
ed shall  cease  and  determine  and  be  of  no  effect. 
Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  granting  a  pension  to  WilKam  C.  Beard,  litei 
captain  in  the  United  States  army. 

Be  it  enacted,  4-c.,  That  the  Secretary  of  Wir  be,  ud 
he  is  hereby,  directed  to  place  the  name  of  WiOIiiiD  C. 
Beard,  late^  a  captain  in  the  United  Suies  army,  oo  tbe 
invalid  pension-roll,  at  the  rate  of  seventeen  doUtn  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  first  of  January,  one  thoonod 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-five. 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  further  to  amend  the  act  incorporating  the  Cbcs- 
apc«ke  and  Ohio  Canal  Company. 

Be  it  enacted,  Sfc.,  That  the  act  of  the  General  Asseo 
bly  of  Virginia,  entitled  *<  An  act  further  to  amend  the  jct 
incorporating  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Compant.' 
passed  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  February,  eigetcm  hun- 
dred and  twenty-nine,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  iwetld 
to  and  approved. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  per^n 
or  persons  shall,  within  the  District  of  Columbia,  wickedN 
or  maliciously  do  injury  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  ci- 
nal,  its  embankments,  walls,  moles,  tow-paths,  bridges,  cul- 
verts, drains,  or  to  any  part  necessary  to  the  Drtsindpr 
poses  of  said  canal,  he,  she,  or  they,  shall  be  liable  ^  < 
fine  of  not  less  than  five  or  more  than  fifty  doUan,  to  te 
recovered  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  Distrirt  of 
Columbia;  and  any  such  justice  may,  on  his  own  view,  (X 
on  application  verified  by  affidavit,  to  said  justice  made, 
issue  his  warrant,  describing  the  injury  commiited;  andop- 
on  conviction,  the  said  justice  shall  have  aathority  tords- 
mit  the  offender  to  close  jail,  without  bail  or  mainpri^. 
until  said  fine  and  costs  be  paid,  or  until  said  defeodaat  \t 
discharged  by  due  course  of  law:  Provided,  hnceter,  Tw 
nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  so  constrocd  a<  to 
prevent  said  canal  company  from  recovering  damage*  fnffl 
any  person  or  peisons  who  may  commit  any  of  the  tres- 
passes aforesaid. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all condefllli^ 
tions  of  land  for  the  upe  and  purposes  of  said  canal  coo- 
pany,  which  have  heretofore  been  made  by  the  niarshil « 
said  District,  or  any  lawful  deputy  mashhal,  ahall  be » 
valid  as  though  the  same  had  been  situated  in  the  Btatr^ 
Maryland,  and  had  been  condenmcd  in  pursuance  «jw 
laws  of  said  State,  through  the  action  and  agencr  « * 
sheriff  of  any  of  the  counties  of  said  State. 

By  the  General  Auembly  of  the  CommonweM  f>f^^- 

ginia. 

An  act  further  to  amend  the  act  incorporating  the  Chf>*- 
peakc  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  passed  February  »»«^* 
ty-seventh,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-nine. 


Beit  enacted  by  tU  General  Assembly,  That  the  (b^ 
apeako  and  Ohio  Canal  Company  be,  9fid  they  aie  b^r^"? 
empowered,  whenever  it  shall  be,  in  the  judgment  oMU 
president  and  diiectors  thereof,  expedient,  inlieuofbn^^ 
to  substitute  boats,  properly  fitted,  for  the  transportatwn^ 
persons,  wagons,  and  carriages,  of  every  description,  «J" 
the  canal,  whenever  a  public  or  private  road  shall  itiwff 
bridge  or  ferry  necessary,  and  such  road  cannot  convcni 
ly  he  conducted  under  the  canaL  ,  . 

Be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  president  ind  c^' 
rectors,  acting  in  behalf  of  the  said  company,  f*^  ^"^^^ 
consent  and  approbation  thereof^  exp««jcd  at  eouxf  i^^'^ 
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■Medng  tli€i«o^  in  which  a  majority  in  inteiMt  of  said 
slock  ia  ropretented,  may  sell,  let,  or  otherwiM  dispose  of, 
•ny  snrplos  water  in  any  part  of  the  said  canal,  or  of  any 
feeder  or  reservoir  thereof,  if  they  shall  be  of  opinion  that 
no  injarf  will  result  therefrom  to  the  navigation  of  the 
canal. 

Be  it  further  enacted^  That  whenever  it  may  be  neces- 
sary to  form  heavy  embankments^  pien,  or  moles^  at  the 
meiiths  of  creeks,  or  along  the  river  shore,  for  basins  and 
«ther  porpoees,  and  the  president  and  directon  may  deem 
it  expedient  to  give  a  greater  strength  to  the  same,  by 
widening  them,  and  constructing  them  of  the  most  solid 
materials,  the  ground  so  fonned  for  such  useful  pur- 
pose may  by  them,  when  so  improved,  be  sold  out,  or  let 
for  terms  of  years,  as  they  may  deem  most  expedient  for 
the  company,  on  such  conditions  as  may  direct  the  appli- 
cation of  the  proceeds  thereof  to  useful  purposes,  and  at  the 
eame  time  xepay  the  necaasaiy  expense  of  the  formation  of 
such  embankments,  piers,  or  mcdes:  Provided^  That  this 
power  shall  in  no  case  be  exercised  so  as  to  injure  the  nav- 
igation of  the  canal. 

This  act  shall  be  in  force,  so  ftr  as  relates  to  the  eastern 
section  of  t&e  canal,  on  its  receiving  the  assent  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Maryland,  and  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  and' shall  be  valid  as  relates  to  both  sections,  on  its 
receiving  the  further  assent  of  the  liOgislature  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  to  authorize  the  New  Orleans  and  Carrolton 
Railroad  Company  to  construct  a  railroad  from  Carrolton 
to  the  town  of  Bayou  Sara,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana. 
Be  it  enadedf  4^.,  That  there  be.  and  is  hereby,  grant- 
ed to  the  New  Orleans  and  Carrolton  Railroad  Company, 
incorporated  by  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana,  the  right  of 
way  through  such  portion  of  the  public  lands  remaining 
taieold,  for  the  extension  of  their  railroad  from  Carrolton 
to  the  town  of  Bayou  Sara,  in  the  said  State:  Provided^ 
That  the  portion  <^  the  public  lands  occupied  therefor,  shall 
not  exceed  eighty  feet  in  breadth;  that  the  route  of  tlie  said 
road  shall  be  designated  and  marked  on  the  ground  by 
plain  landmarks,  within  the  period  of  eighteen  months  from 
tike  passage  of  this  act,  and  a  copy  of  Uie  notes  of  survey 
aad  plat  &ereo^  with  a  description  of  the  said  landmarks, 
be  transmitted  to  the  General  Land  Office  in  Washington, 
within  the  period  aforesaid. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  so  long  as  the 
public  lands,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  said  rosd,  shall  remain 
unsold,  the  said  company  shall  have  power  to  take  there- 
from such  materials  of  earth,  stone,  and  wood,  as  may  be 
necessaiy  for  the  construction  of  the  said  road:  Provided^ 
Thai  the  grants  lu^rein  contained,  as  well  of  the  use  of  the 
public  lands  as  of  the  materials  for  the  said  road,  shall 
cease  and  detennine,  unless  the  same  shall  be  begun  within 
the  period  of  two  years  from  the  date  of  this  act,  and  com- 
pleted  within  a  period  of  six  years. 
Approved  March  3,  1637. 

AN  ACT  for  the  reUef  of  Findley  KeUock. 

Be  it  enacted,  4^.,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  direct- 
ed to  place  Findley  Kellock,  of  the  State  of  Maine,  on  the 
roll  of  revolutionary  pensioners,  and  to  cause  to  be  paid  to 
the  said  KeUock,  during  his  natural  life,  the  sum  of  twen- 
ty-nine dollars  per  annum,  the  payment  thereof  to  com- 
mence on  the  fourth  day  of  March,  anno  Domini  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-one. 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Alexauder  Gibson. 
Be  it  enacted^  ^re..  That  the  Seoetary  of  War  cause  the 
name  of  Alexander  Gibson,  of  Kentucky,  to  be  restored  to 
the  roll  of  revolutionary  pensioners,  and  that  he  be  paid  all 

Voim  xni-< 


arrears  due  him  for  his  pension  since  he  was  last  paid, 
and  that  he  be  paid  for  and  during  bis  natural  life  a  pen- 
sion at  the  rate  of  eighty  dollars  per  axmum. 
Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  David  Kilboum. 

Be  it  enacted,  4'^.,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be^  and  he  herel^  is,  authorized  and  directed  to  pay,  out 
of  any  money  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  David  K3- 
boum,  of  the  county  of  Oswego,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
the  sum  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars^  for  loss  of 
property  he  sustained  in  consequence  of  services  rendered 
by  him  to_the  United  States  on  the  Northern  frontier  during 
the  late  war  with  Great  Britain. 

Approved  March  8,  1837. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Ebenexer  Bieed. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c..  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be,  and  he  b  hereby,  authorized  to  pay  to  Ebenezer  Breed, 
merchant,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
appropriated,  the  amount  of  duties  paid  on  twenty-one 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-seven  gallons  of  wine, 
imported  in  the  brig  Gazelle,  on  the  first  day  of  August,  in 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-nine,  into  the  port 
of  Boston  and  Charlestown,  which  *wine  was  destroyed  by 
fire  while  in  the  custody  of  the  customs:  Provided,  That 
the  Seeretaiy  of  the  Treasury  be  furnished  withsatiidictory 
proof  that  said  goods  were  so  destroyed  by  fire,  and  were 
not  insured. 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  Potomac  Fire  Insu- 
rance Company  of  Georgetown. 

Be  it  enacted,  4'C.,  That  the  name  and  style  of  the  said 
company  shall  hereafter  be  the  "Potomac  Insurance  Com- 
pany of  Georgetown:"  and  in  addition  to  the  powers,  priv- 
ileges, and  immunities  granted  to  the  said  company  in  and 
by  tbeir  original  act  of  incorporation,  the  said  company  shall 
have  full  power  and  authority  to  make  insurance  on  vessels, 
merchan^se,  freights,  and  all  other  interests  in  or  touching 
proper^  at  sea,  or  going  to  sea,  and  on  all  kinds  of  marine 
risks  whatsoever;  to  make  insurance  on  lives,  to  grant  an- 
nuities, to  receive  endowments,  to  contract  for  reversiona- 
ry paymenii^  and  to  pass  all  such  by-laws  as  may  be  ne- 
cessary to  carry  these  and  their  other  powers  into  efhti, 
not  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  from 
time  to  time  to  alter  or  repeal  the  same;  and  to  make,  exe- 
cute, and  perfect  such  and  so  many  contracti,  bargains, 
agreements,  and  other  instruments,  as  shall  or  may  be  ne- 
cessary, and  as  the  nature  of  the  case  shall  or  may  re- 
require. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  and  may 
be  lawful  for  the  said  company,  at  such  time  and  so  often 
as  a  majority  of  the  stockholders  may  agree  and  so  order, 
to  open  books  and  take  subscriptions  of  stock,  until  the 
origmal  contemplated  capital  stock  of  said  company  shall  be 
fined. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  president 
and  directors  of  said  company  may,  at  their  discretion,  take 
securiQr  on  real  estate  of  at  least  double  the  value  of  the 
amount  to  be  secured,  in  lieu  of  endorsed  notes,  for  the  un- 
paid part  of  the  capital  slock;  and  it  shall  be  lav?ful  for  the 
stockholders  to  pay  up  ten  dollars  per  share  on  any  and 
every  share  of  stock  held  by  him,  her,  or  them,  in  cash,  not 
oftener  than  once  a  year,  commencing  with  the  first  of  July, 
in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  and  be  entitled 
to  dividend  thereon  as  on  other  cash  stock:  Provided,  Ilie 
said  payments  are  made  fully  six  months  before  \Jie  declar- 
ation of  such  dividend. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  foregoing 
enactments  shall  be  in  force  and  binding  on  the  said  com- 
pany and  others^  as  soon  as  a  written  acceptance  thereof, 
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adopted  by  a  majority  of  the  Btockholders  of  said  company, 
shall  be  authentically  certified,  and  filed  and  recorded  m  Uie 
office  of  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  Dutrict  of  Co- 
lumbia, for  the  county  of  Washington:  Promdcd^  That  the 
change  in  the  name  of  the  said  company,  hereby  authorised, 
shall  not  affect  any  proceedings  instituted,  or  liabilities  in- 
curred, before  the  passage  of  this  act,  by  or  against  the  said 
Potomac  Fire  Insurance  Company. 
Approved  March  3,  1837. 


AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Lee. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That  the  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  Department  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed  and 
required  to  admit  and  pass  to  the  credit  of  John  Rlcaud,  the 
sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  heretofore  suspended  from  his 
credit,  in  the  settlement  of  the  said  John  lUcaud*s  account, 
as  paymaster  to  the  thirty-sixth  regiment  of  United  Stales 
infantry,  commanded  at  a  separate  poet,  by  Colonel  William 
Carbciy. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  Henry  Lee  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  released  and  fully  exonerated  from  the 
force  and  efiect  of  a  judgment  obtained  against  him  in  the 
district  court  of  the  United  States,  at  Richmond,  Virginia, 
as  surety  of  the  aforesaid  John  Ricaud,  late  paymaster  of 
the  thirty-sixth  regiment  of  United  States  infantry. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act  shall 
commence  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  passa^  thereof. 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  for  the  reUef  of  WUliam  Christy. 

Be  it  enacted,  Jfc,,  That  the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treas- 
ury ascertain  the  amount  due  William  Christy,  as  military 
storekeeper,  one  year,  in  the  Northwestern  army,  under  an 
appointment  of  General  Harrison;  and  when  so  ascertained, 
that  he  report  the  same  to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury, 
who  is  directed  to  cause  the  same  to  be  credited  on  the  prin- 
cipal of  a  judgment,  recovered  in  favor  of  the  United  States 
against  said  Christy,  in  the  district  court  of  Louisiana,  at 
the  December  term  of  said  court,  in  the  year  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  twenty-seven. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  be  authorized  to  make  an  arrangement  with 
the  said  William  Christy,  for  the  payment  of  the  balance  of 
the  principal  of  said  judgment  and  costs,  at  any  time  within 
five  years,  by  instahnents,  which  being  paid  according  to 
the  stipulations  of  the  parties,  the  said  Secretary  is  authori- 
sed to  discharge  said  judgment. 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  James  Brown  and  John  Brown, 
half-breeds,  of  the  Cherokee  nation  of  Indians. 

Be  it  enacted,  Sjrc,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  pay  to  Jamed  Brown  the 
sum  of  six  hundred  and  forty-seven  dollars,  and  to  John 
Brown  the  further  sum  of  three  hundred  and  thirty  dollars; 
making  in  the  aggregate,  the  sum  of  nine  hundred  and 
seventy-seven  dollars,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  as  fufi  compensation  for  the  im- 
provements surrendered  by  the  said  James  Brown  and  John 
Brown,  under  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  nineteen,  between  the  United  States  and  said  na- 
tion of  Indians.  * 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  F.  A.  Parker. 
Be  it  enacted,  Sire.,  That  the  Secretary  of  die  Treasury 
pay  to  Captain  F.  A.  Parker,  of  the  United  States  navy, 
out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated, the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars,  for  actual  expenses 
incurred  by  him  while  commanding  the  Fairfield  sloop  of 
war,  in  the  Mediterraneap,  during  the  year  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  twenty-eight,  in  carrying  out  Mr.  Weyer,  bearer 


of  despatches  to  the  commander  of  the  squadnm  m  die 
Mediterranean  sea,  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  ^  Nin 
of  the  United  States. 
Approved  March  8,  1887. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Green  Piyor  and  the  hon  of 

Peter  Piyof. 

Be  it  enacted.  See.,  That  Oie  Prerident  of  the  Uiuted 
States  cause  to  be  issued  to  Green  Pfyor  and  the  hein  ef 
Peter  Piyor,  a  patent  for  fractional  section  number  two,  if 
township  fourteen,  range  five  east,  in  the  Washington  had 
district,  in  the  State  of  MisstSBippi,  it  being  the  aiaea- 
tered  l^  Isham  Arthur,  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  Ootoba, 
eighteen  hundred  and  mxteen,  and  by  him  titnifenidtc 
Green  and  Peter  Pryor. 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representstirei  of  Imc 

Williams,  deceased. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  ThtX  the  legai  reprasentativei  of  bnt 
Williams,  decesLsed  of  the  county  of  Wi&inson,  in  theSltfi 
of  Mississippi,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authoriied  to  rnn- 
ter,  at  any  time  within  nx  months  after  the  pung*  ^^ 
act,  so  much  of  fractional  sections  numbers  thiity-mncu^ 
forty-one,  in  township  number  one,  of  range  nm&beraK 
west,  in  the  district  of  lands  subject  to  sale  at  Wsafaingtoi, 
in  said  State,  as  remains  unsold,  and  that  the  tm»  sf 
money  heretofore  paid  by  Isaac  Bush  and  Issac  Wfljani^ 
or  either  of  them,  on  said  fractional  sections,  bepuK^to 
the  credit  of  the  said  representatives,  in  part  ptjocotis 
the  said  fractional  sections. 

Approved  March  3,  1887. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Charles  W.  Pickeriog- 
Be  it  enacted,  4^.,  That  the  proper  accotmting  officer^ 
the  TreasuiT  be  authorized  to  adjust  and  settle  the  aocoitf 
of  Charles  W.  Pickering,  a  midshipman  in  the  osvj  of  tk 
United  States,  and  to  allow  him  the  difierenee  bitwoa  ^ 
pay  and  emoluments  of  a  lieutenant  overAat  of  a  iQ»Ufp' 
man,  for  the  period  during  which  he  performed  die  ^ 
of  a  lieutenant  on  board  the  United  States  ship  Fsbwnt 
by  order  of  her  commander,  Francis  H.  Gregorv,  in  * 
Pacific  ocean,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  end  Atf^* 
three;  and  the  amount  so  found  due  to  him  di*U  ^  P* 
out  of  any  moneys  m  the  Treasury  not  othenri*  ^propn- 
ated. 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  Jerah  Fenner. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Tifuoff 
pay  to  Jerah  Fenner,  out  of  any  money  not  odiefWf ^ 
propriatcd,  his  pay  as  a  soldier  in  the  service  o^^^"*j 
States,  from  the  thirtieth  of  June,  eighteen  J^o^^S 
fourteen,  to  the  eighteenth  of  October,  eighteen  hoofl" 
and  fourteen,  inclusive. 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  for  the  reUef  of  H.  and  D.  Cothesl,  of  .>>• 

Be  it  enacted,  ^rc.  That  the  collector  of  the  port  ofJJ^ 
York  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  auth(Mrixed to  pennit  H.  jwi^ 
Cotheal,  of  New  York,  to  export,  with  the  benefit  ofdnj- 
back,  certain  cases  or  packages  of  Spamsh  pby"!?'**|5 
imported  by  them  in>o  that  port,  upon  their  compljof  ^  ' 
the  forms  and  regulations  required  by  existinglaw  rcw 
to  the  exportation  of  merchandise  wrai  the  benefit  of  <w 
back. 

Approved  March  8,  1837. 

AN  ACT  for  the  r^ef  of  Peter  Harmony,  (^^^^^^ 
Be  it  enacted,  4-c. ,  That  the  collector  of  the  port  of  J^ 
York  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorised  to  penart  Yt^^ 
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mony,  of  New  York,  to  export,  with  the  benefit  of  draw- 
b&ck,  certain  ouee  or  packages  of  Spanish  pUying-cards, 
imported  by  him  into  that  port,  upon  his  complying  with 
the  forms  and  requisitions  required  by  existing  laws  relating 
to  the  exportation  of  merchandise  with  the  benefit  of  draw- 


Approved  Match  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  James  Key  tes. 

Be  ii  enacted,  4-^.,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
cause  to  be  issued  to  James  Keytes,  assignee  of  William 
Ashly,  who  is  assignee  of  Grant  Weed,  a  patent  for  a  quar- 
ter section  of  land,  to  be  located  on  any  of  the  public  lands 
in  the  State  of  Missouri  subject  to  private  entry;  which  is 
ia  ilea  of  a  quarter  section  which  was  patented  to  said  Grant 
Weed,  by  the  United  States,  on  the  eleventh  day  of  May, 
eighteen  hundred  and  nineteen,  described  as  being  the  north- 
east quarter  of  section  eleven,  in  township  number  fifty-four 
tM>rth,  of  range  twenty  souths  and  which  patent  appears  to 
have  been  altered  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  on  the  third  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-four,  by  inserting  range  twenty-one  instead  of  range 
twenty,  so  as  to  make  the  patent  correspond  with  the  rec- 
ord in  said  office:  Provided,  nevertheteas.  That  no  such  lo- 
cation shall  be  made,-  or  patent  issue,  until  the  said  Keytes 
■hall  file  a  relinquishment  with  the  register  of  the  land  of- 
fice at  Franklin,  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  for  the  above- 
named  quarter  section,  in  range  twenty-one  aforesaid. 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  to  incorporate  the  President  and  Directors  of 

the  Firemen's  Insurance  Company  of  Washington  and 

Georgetown,  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Be  it  enacted,  4^.,  That  French  S.  Evans  and  Edmund 
Hanly,  of  the  Union;  Charles  L.  Coltman  and  James  H. 
Smoot,  of  the  Franklin;  John  Purdy  and  John  H.  God- 
dard,  of  the  Perseverance;  Charles  K.  Gardner  and  John 
Lynch,  of  the  Columbia;  Marmaduke  Dove  and  WiUiam 
Speiden,  of  the  Navy  Yard;  George  Shoemaker  and  John 
H.  King,  of  the  Western  Star;  and  Nathaniel  Msrdon  and 
William  J.  Gosder,  of  the  Vigilant,  fire  companies,  and  the 
6ub9crit>en  to  the  stock  of  the  association,  and  their  succes- 
sors, shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  declared  to  be,  a  body 
politic  and  corporate,  by  the  name  and  style  of  "  The  Pres- 
ident and  Directors  of  the  Firemen's  Insurance  Company 
of  Washington  and  Georgetown;"  and  by  that  name  shall 
have  perpetual  succession,  and  be  capable  in  law  to  sue  and 
be  sued,  plead  and  bo  impleaded,  answer  and  be  answered, 
defendant  be  defended,  in  aUcourto  of  law  or  equity,  or  else- 
where; and  to  make  and  use  one  common  seal,  and  the  same 
to  alter  or  renew  at  their  pleasure,  and  generally  to  do  and 
perform  all  things  relative  to  the  objects  of  this  institution 
which  it  now  is  or  shall  be  lawful  for  any  individual  or  body 
politic  or  corporate  to  do. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  capital  stock 
of  this  company  sh^l  consist  of  a  sum  not  exceeding  two 
hnndred  thousand  dollars,  divided  into  ten  thousand  shares, 
at  twenty  dollars  each.  Two  dollars  shall  be  paid  on  each 
share  at  the  time  of  subscribing;  four  monthp  after  such  sub- 
•cription  and  payment,  a  furtiber  instalment  of  two  dollars 
shall  be  paid  on  each  share  of  stock;  and  notes  payable  on 
demand,  with  security  to  be  approved  by  the  president  and 
directors  for  the  time  being,  shall  be  g^ven  for  die  remaining 
sixteen  dollars.  The  said  notes  shall  be  renewed  whenever 
the  directors  may  consider  it  proper;  and  any  stockholder 
neglecting  or  refusing  to  renew  his  note,  or  neglecting  or 
refusing  to  pay  sn  instalment  when  required  by  the  direct- 
ors, shall  forfeit  .all  his  interest  in  this  company,  and  be 
held  liable  for  his  proportion  of  any  loss  which  may  have 
occurred  previous  to  such  neglect  or  refusal. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  should  any 
forfettora  occur,  it  may  be  remitted  hy  a  majority  of  the 


whole  board  of  directors  present  at  the  meeting  at  which  the 
motion  for  such  remission  shall  be  made,  upon  the  payment, 
by  the  person  incurring  a  forfeiture,  of  the  principal  of  said 
instalment,  and  the  interest  thereon  up  to  the  time  of  such 
payment;  as  also  of  his  proportion  of  such  loss  as  may  have 
occurred  previous  to  such  forfeiture. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Piesident 
and  directors  shall  not  call  on  the  stockholders  for  any  part 
of  the  remaining  sixteen  dollars  per  share,  secured  to  be 
paid  as  above  mentioned,  unless  the  exigencies  of  the  com- 
pany shall  require  it,  and  then  only  in  such  proportions  as 
the  said  stockholders  are  severally  interested,  taking  care, 
always,  to  give  sixty  days*  notice  thereof  in  the  papers  in 
the  cities  of  Washington  and  Georgetown. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  so  soon  as  five 
thousand  shares  are  subscribed  for  and  paid,  or  secured  to 
be  paid,  the  company  shall  be  competent  to  transact  all 
kinds  of  business  for  which  it  is  established. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  each  fire  com- 
pany in  the  city  of  Washington  and  Georgetown  shall  be 
entitled  to  subscribe  by  itself,  for  its  own  use,  in  its  corpo- 
late  capacity,  or  by  means  of  trustees  for  the  use  of  said 
company;  or  the  members  of  a  company  may,  in  their  in- 
dividual capacity,  for  the  use  of  themselves  or  the  company 
or  companies  to  which  they  belong,  subscribe  for  an  amount 
of  stock,  not  to  exceed,  in  the  whole,  one  thousand  four 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  shares  for  each  company.  Each 
company  shall  open  books  of  subscription  for  the  same,  on 
the  first  Monday  in  May,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-sev- 
en, and  shall  deliver  the  said  books  and  the  money  paid  on 
the  subscription,  to  the  board  of  directors,  so  soon  as  they 
shall  be  appointed  and  prepared  to  receive  the  same. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  fire 
company,  together' with  its  members,  bIi^I  not  subscribe  for 
the  number  of  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
shares  allotted  to  them,  within  the  space  of  three  years 
from  the  time  the  books  may  be  opened  for  subscription, 
the  residue  of  shares  between  the  amount  of  their  subscrip- 
tion and  the  said  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  shares,  may  be  subscribed  for  and  taken  by  the  other^ 
fire  companies,  or  the  members  thereof,  in  equal  portions 
to  each  company,  or  in  such  manner  as  the  directors  may 
determine. 

Sec.  8,  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  person, 
other  tlian  a  member  of  a  fire  company,  shall  be  entitled 
to  purchase  or  hold  any  part  of  the  capital  or  joint  stock  of 
this  company;  and  the  share  or  shares  of  a  stockholder 
ceasing  to  be  a  member  of  a  fire  company,  shall  be  purcha- 
sed at  their  actual  value,  by  the  company  to  which  the  said 
stockholder  belonged;  or  by  the  members  thereof,  for  their 
own  use,  or  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  company;  or  by  the 
board  of  directors  of  this  association,  and  may  be  disposed 
of  by  them  for  its  benefit.  Upon  the  decease  of  a  stock- 
holder, his  share  or  shares  shall  become  extinct,  his  stock 
notes  shall  be  cancelled,  and  the  actual  value  of  such  i«hare 
or  shares,  at  the  time  of  his  decease,  together  with  all  prof- 
its due  thereon  to  him,  shall  be  paid  within  six  months  after 
such  extinction,  to  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  or 
assigns.  And  the  directors  shall  have  power  to  create  and 
dispose  of  shares  equal  to  the  number  so  extinguished  by 
the  death  of  the  said  stockholder. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  tmnsfers  of 
stock  may  be  made  by  any  stockholder  to  the  company,  or 
to  a  member  or  members  of  the  fire  company  to  which  he 
or  they  may  belong,  or  to  any  other  fire  company,  or  any 
member  or  members  thereof;  but  no  transfer  shall  be  valid 
which  is  made  to  any  other  than  a  member  ur  members  of 
a  fire  company. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every  mem- 
ber of  any  of  the  companies  belonging  to  the  association, 
shall  be  entitled  to  effect  insurances  at  a  discount  of  eight 
per  cent,  less  than  other  persona,  upon  producing  to  the 


S6 


APPENDIX— Ife  Gales  8f  Seaton's  Itegister. 


34th  Coxe.  2d  8css.] 


Lavoa  of  the  United  States, 


■atisfaction  of  the  directon  a  certificate  of  his  right  of  mem- 
bership; and  ail  the  companies  associated,  or  who  may  here- 
after associate  under  this  act,  within  the  cities  of  Washing- 
ton and  Greorgetown,  shall  be  entitled  to  an  equal  participa- 
tion in  all  the  benefits  and  advantages  of  the  institution, 
in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  stock  held  by  such  com- 
pany. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  affairs 
of  this  company  shall  be  managed  by  a  president  and  a 
board  of  directors,  (to  be  elected  as  follows,)  all  of  whom 
shall  be  stockholders;  who,  previous  to  entering  on  the  du- 
ties of  their  respective  offices,  shall  take  the  following  oath 
or  affirmation:  <'I,  A  B,  do  swear  [or  affirm,  as  the  case 
may  be]  that  I  will  &ithfully,  diligently,  impartially,  and 
honestly  fulfil  the  duties  of  my  office  of  — ^^  —  to 
the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  ability."  Each  fire  compa- 
ny holding,  together  with  the  members  thereof  one  hun- 
dred shares  of  stock,  and  not  more  than  five  hundred,  shall 
be  entitled  to  elect  one  director.  Any  fire  company  hold- 
ing, together  with  the  members  thereof,  more  than  five  hun- 
dred shares,  shall  be  entitled  to  elect  two  directors.  Any 
company,  together  with  the  members  composing  it,  holding 
leas  than  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  shares  of  stock,  shall 
not  be  entitled  to  the  election  of  a  director.  And  should  it  so 
happen  Uiat  the  number  of  shares  of  stock  possessed  by  any 
one  company,  together  with  the  members  composing  it, 
shall  become  less  than  one  hundred  and  seventy-five,  then, 
and  in  that  case,  the  said  company  shall  not  be  entitled  to 
the  election  of  a  director,  until  Uie  amount  of  shares  held 
thereby  be  increased  to  the  said  number  of  one  hundred 
and  seventy-five. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  director 
of  any  other  fire  insurance  company  shall  be  allowed  to  be 
a  director  of  this;  and  should  any  director  of  this  company 
be  elected  a  director  of  any  other  fire  insurance  company, 
his  acceptance  of  that  appointment  shall,  ipso  facto,  dis- 
qualify him  from  continuing  a  director  of  this  company, 
and  the  company  from  which  such  director  shall  have  been 
delegated  shall  proceed  to  fill  up  the  vacancy  as  is  herein- 
after provided. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  respec- 
tive companies  composing  this  association,  who  may  be  en- 
titled to  the  election  of  one  or  more  directors,  shall  hold 
separate  meetings  for  the  first  election  of  directors,  within 
two  weeks  after  the  aforesaid  amount  of  five  thousand 
shares  of  stock  shall  be  subscribed  for,  and  on  the  first  Mon- 
day in  January  in  each  and  every  year  thereafter,  and 
choose  by  ballot,  from  among  their  members,  the  number 
of  directors  to  which  they  are  entitled;  and  each  stockhold- 
er shall  have  one  vote  for  each  share  of  stock  not  exceeding 
five  shares;  one  vote  for  every  five  shares  over  five  and  not 
exceeding  fifty  shares;  one  vote  for  every  ten  shares  exceed- 
ing fifty  shares;  but  no  person  or  body  corporate  shall 
have,  in  anv  instance,  more  than  twenty  votes.  The  di- 
rectors so  chosen  shall  serve  unt'l  the  first  Monday  in  Jan- 
uary, one  thousand  eight  hundred  end  thirty-eight,  and 
until  others  shall  be  chosen,  and  no  longer.  At  their  first 
meeting  after  every  election,  they  shall  choose  by  ballot,  a 
president,  either  from  among  &eir  own  body,  or  from 
amongst  the  other  stockholders;  and  in  case  of  the  death  or 
disqualification  of  the  president,  the  directors  shall  fill  up 
the  vacancy  by  ballot  The  sa'd  directors  shall  produce 
(before  they  enter  on  the  duties  herein  assigned  to  them) 
a  certificate  signed  by  the  president  and  secretary  of  the  re- 
spective fire  companies,  of  the  appointment  of  such  person 
as  director.  In  case  of  a  director  being  chosen  president, 
the  place  of  such  director  for  the  remairider  of  the  year  shall 
be  filled  up  by  the  company  from  which  such  director  was 
delegated,  from  among  the  stockholders  of  the  fire  compa- 
ny to  which  the  director  so  elected  belonged. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  in  case  of 
the  death,  resignation,  or  disqualification  of  a  director,  the 


place  of  such  director,  for  the  remainder  of  the  year,  daS 
be  filled  up  by  the  company  from  which  such  diiector  wu 
delegated,  ft'om  the  fire  company  by  whom  he  wti  elected 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  presdent 
and  directors  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authoiized  to 
make  all  kinds  of  insurance  against  fire,  within  the  limiti 
of  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Colaniln, 
only,  and  generally  to  transact  and  perform  all  busmn 
relative  to  the  objects  aforesaid;  and,  also,  lo  mTeii  the 
capital  and  ftinds  of  the  company,  from  time  to  time,  in  thi 
public  funds  of  the  United  States,  or  in  anj  other  itod% 
and  to  dispose  of  the  money  and  property  of  the  compm 
in  such  manner  (not  being  contrary  to  law)  ai  to  tfaea 
shall  appear  most  advantageous  to  the  company. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  pfeatet 
and  Erectors  shall  declare  dividends  of  the  profiti  of  the  cor- 
poration, or  so  much  thereof  as  to  them  shall  appear  tdfi- 
sable;  and  in  case  of  any  loss  or  losses,  wher^  the  dpi- 
tal  stock  of  the  company  shall  be  lessened,  no  sabaeqatut 
dividend  shall  be  made  until  a  sum  equal  to  inch  dinikih 
tion,  and  arising  from  the  profits  o(  the  company,  tbtli 
have  been  added  to  the  capitel. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  aid 
president  and  directors  shall  be,  and  they  are  heret^,  sa* 
thorized  to  retain  and  set  apart  ovt  of  the  profiteof  tbeail 
company,  frem  time  to  time,  as  they  may  think  n*^*"^' 
a  portion  of  said  profits,  to  constitute  a  fond  for  the  ipedii 
benefit  of  sudi  members  of  the  several  fire  companJei^ 
longing  to  this  association  as  may  become  injnrsd  or  dia- 
bled  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  at  any  fiie. 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  'ITiatewiy  ^ 
insured  by  this  company  that  is  destroyed  by  mesne  of  fe 
from  the  first  floor  upwards,  shall  be  deemed  asdemobhw 
and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  directors,  in  such  case,  to  «^ 
der  the  money  insured  thereon  to  be  paid  within  tbw 
months  after  the  notice  given  of  the  loss  aforesud. 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted.  That,  in  ctie  ofi 
partial  destruction  by  fire,  the  loss  shall  be  determined  t? 
assessors  appointed  as  follows:  the  peraon  whoie  propctj 
is  insured  shall  have  the  privilege  of  selecting  one  difintff- 
ested  person,  the  board  of  directors  of  this  aasodation^ 
select  another,  should  these  two  persons  diaagree  in  t^R 
vaJuation  of  a  loss,  they  shall  select  another  disisteieit» 
person,  and  their  award  shall  be  final. 

Sec.  20.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  ?««»« 
and  directors  shall  have  power  and  auth<mty  to  appoiot  i 
secretary,  and  such  other  clerks  and  officers  under  Aem  •» 
shall  be  necessary  for  transacting  the  busmeas  of  |*^^ 
tution,  and  may  allow  them,  together  with  the  P**^ 
such  salary  as  they  shall  judge  reasonable;  to  <»^"™  fjj 
establish  such  by-laws,  ordinances,  and  regulations  »•»■ 
appear  to  them  neceasary  for  regulating  and  condudipf  * 
concerns  of  said  institution,  not  being  contrary  *®  JV??^ 
sistent  with  this  act  or  the  constitution  and  laws  of  me  to- 
ted States;  they  shall  keep  full,  fair,  and  correct  entntf  « 
their  transactions,  which  shall  be  at  all  tin^  open  to  im 
inspection  of  the  stockholdera;  they  shall  also  haw  po«f 
to  hire  or  purchase  a  suitable  building  or  boildinga  m  ^ 
city  of  Washington  or  Georgetown,  for  the  P^H^ 
transacting  the  aflairs  of  the  institution,  and  genenliy 
conduct  the  entire  business  thereof.  .  ^ 

Sec.  21.  And  U  it  further  enacted.  That  no  stockjo^ 

er  or  member  of  this  said  company  ahall  be  ^^^''^^"'^ 
his  person  or  individual  property  for  any  contract  or  »p«j 
ment  of  said  company,  or  for  any  lossea,  defioencw* 
failures  of  the  capital  stock  of  (his  company,  «**I*"^ 
case  of  a  dir^tor  by  his  vote  declaring  an  w»F°Pf  ^ 
dend,  but  the  whole  of  (he  said  capital  stock,  together  ^ 
an  property,  rights,  and  credits  belonging  ^^^'^^JZ 
nothing  more,  shall  at  any  time  be  answeraWe  Sff  toe 
mands  against  said  company.  ,   .^^Ad 

Sec.  32.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  ths  •»« 
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this  institution  may  be  assigned  and  transferred  on  the 
books  of  the  company  in  penon  or  by  power  of  attorney 
only;  but  no  stockholder  indebted  to  the  company  shall  he 
permittad  to  make  a  transfer,  or  receiye  a  dividend,  until 
such  debt  is  paid,  or  secured  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  pres- 
ident and  board  ot  directors. 

Sec.  83.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  president 
and  diroctOTB  may  call  a  general  meeting  of  the  stockhold- 
ers for  any  purpose  relative  to  the  afiairs  of  the  institution, 
giTing  at  least  two  weeks'  notice  thereof  in  the  newspapers 
of  'Washington  and  Georgetown;  and  any  number  of  stock- 
holders, not  less  than  one  hundred,  who,  together  ahall  be 
proprietors  of  twelve  hundred  shares,  may  at  any  time  ap- 
ply to  the  president  and  directors  to  call  a  general  meeting 
of  the  stockholders  for  any  pur^se  relative  to  the  af&irs  of 
the  institution;  snd  if  the  president  and  directors  reluse  to 
call  such  meeting,  the  said  number  of  stockholders,  pro- 
prietors of  not  lesi  than  twelve  hundred  shares,  shall  have 
po^ver  to  call  a  general  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  giving 
at  least  two  we^s*  notice  in  the  said  newspapers  printed  in 
the  cities  of  Washington  and  Georgetown,  specifying  in 
s  mch  notice  the  object  of  the  meeting. 

See.  S4.  And  be  it  further  enaetedy  That,  should  it 
so  happen,  from  any  cause  whatsoever,  that  the  annual 
election  of  directors  should  not  take  place  in  any  year,  on 
the  day  hereinbefore  mentioned  for  that  purpose,  this  cor- 
poration ahall  not^  for  that  reason,  be  duaolved,  but  such 
election  may  be  lawfully  held  on  sudi  convenient  day 
thereafter  as  may  for  that  purpose  be  fixed  on  by  Uie  presi- 
dent and.  directors,  they  causing  ten  days'  public  notice 
thereof  to  be  given  in  one  or  more  of  the  newspapers 
printed  in  the  .cities  of  Washington  and  Georgetown. 

See.  85.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  president 
and  directors  shall  have  power  to  appropriate  such  portions 
of  the  profits  accruing  to  the  company,  to  Uie  reduction  of 
the  stock  notes  of  the  stockholders,  as  the  board  of  direct- 
ore  riiali  from  time  to  time  deem  advisable. 

Sec.  86.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this  act  shall 
continue  and  be  in  force  until  the  first  day  of  June,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fiily<eight. 

Sec.  37.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  Congress  at  any  time  hereafter  to  alter,  amend, 
or  repeal  this  act. 

Approved  March  8,  1887. 

AN  ACT  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  place 

the  name  of  Doctor  John  P.  Briggs  on  the  navy  pension 

list. 

Be  it  enacted,  4«.,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  auUiorized  and  required  to  place  upon  the 
list  of  invalid  pensioners  of  the  navy  pension  fund,  at  the 
rate  of  twenty -five  dollars  per  month,  to  be  paid  out  of  said 
fund,  John  P.  Briggs,  late  an  acting  surgeon  on  board  the 
ship  Saratoga,  who  was  wounded  by  a  splinter  in  the  ac- 
tion with  the  British  fleet  on  Lake  Cbamplain,  on  the 
eleventh  of  September,  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen;  to 
commence  on  the  first  of  October,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-two. 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 

AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  George  Frazar  and  others. 

Be  it  enacted,  4re.,  That  the  collector  of  the  customs  for 
the  district  of  Plymouth,  in  Massachusetts,  is  hereby  authori- 
zed to  pay  to  George  Frazar  and  others,  late  owners,  and  to  the 
surviving  heirs  of  the  late  crew,  of  the  schooner  Quero,  of 
Duxbury,  of  sixty-one  and  thirty-six-ninety-fifUis  tons 
burden,  which  was  lost  on  a  fishing  voyage  in  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-three,  together  with  her  late  crew,  such 
allowance,  to  be  distributed  according  to  law,  as  they  would 
have  been  entitled  to  receive  had  the  said  schooner  com- 
pleted her  fishing  term  and  returned  into  port 

Approved  March  B,  1887. 


AN  ACT  for  the  relief  of  PhiHpF.  Voorfaees. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^.,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
pay  to  Philip  F.  Vooiheee,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  sum  of  six  hun- 
dred dollars,  in  full  for  expenses  incurred  by  him  while 
commanding  the  ship  John  Adams,  in  the  Mediterranean, 
during  the  years  eighteen  hundred  anj  thirty-one  and  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty-two,  in  conveying  our  consuls  to 
and  from  their  consulates,  and  the  Tripolitan  ambassador 
from  Malta  to  Tripoli,  by  orders  from  Uommodores  Biddls 
and  Patterson. 

Approved  March  8,  1887. 

AN  ACT  granUng  an  increase  of  pension  to  Empson 

Hamilton. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  there  be  paid  to  Empsom  Ham- 
ilton, an  invalid  pensioner,  an  increase  of  pension  of  one 
doUar  per  month,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  privateer  pension 
fbnd,  and  to  commence  from  the  time  that  he  was  placed 
upon  the  list  of  penaoners  payable  out  of  said  fund. 

Approved  March  8,  1887.  ^ 

AN  ACT  for  the  reUef  of  George  F.  Strother. 

Be  it  enacted,  4rc.,  That  the  proper  accounting  oSRcen 
of  the  Treasury  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  and 
empowered  to  settle  the  accounts  of  George  F.  Strother, 
late  receiver  of  public  moneys  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  ac- 
cording to  the  principles  of  justice  and  equi^. 

Approved  March  3,  1887. 

AN  ACT  to  give  the  approval  and  confirmation  of  Con- 
gress to  three  several  acts  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of 
the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  incorporating  banks. 
Be  it  enacted,  4rc.,  That  the  following  acts  of  the  Terri- 
torial Legislature  of  ihe  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  viz:  an  act 
ei:titled  "  An  act  to  incorporate  the  stockholders  of  the 
Bank  of  Milwaukee,**  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  incoipo- 
rate  the  stockholders  of  the  Miners'  Bank  of  Dubuque,"  and 
an  act  entitled  *<  An  act  to  incorporate  the  stockholders  of 
the  Bank  of  Mineral  Point,"  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby 
severally  and  respectively  approved  and  confirmed  by  Con- 
gress, with  the  following  limitations  and  conditions,  that  is 
to  say:  that  neither  of  said  banks  shall  issue  bills  or  notes 
for  circulation,  until  one-half  of  the  amount  of  their  re- 
spective capitals  shall  have  been  actually  paid  in;  and  that, 
to  enable  the  directors  named  in  the  said  charters  respec- 
tively to  comply  with  this  limitation  and  restriction,  they 
shall  be  authorized  to  make  calls,  according  to  the  provis- 
ions contained  in  the  said  charters,  to  an  amount  not  ex- 
ceeding, at  any  one  time,  forty  per  cent,  upon  the  whole 
stock  subscribe  by  each  stockholder,  and  shall  not  be  re- 
stricted to  ten  per  cent,  at  any  one  call,  as  is  provided  in 
the  said  charters;  and  that  neither  of  said  banks  shall  have 
any  authority  to  enlarge  or  augment  its  capital,  or  to  make 
it  larger,  at  any  time,  than  the  sum  of  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  without  the  consent  and  approbation  of  Con- 
gress previously  obtained;  and  that  neither  of  said  banks 
shall,  at  any  time,  owe,  either  by  bond,  bill,  note,  or  other  con- 
tract, ove/  and  above  its  actual  depositee,  an  amount  to  ex- 
ceed twice  the  amount  of  its  capital  stock  actually  paid  in, 
instead  of  the  limitation  in  this  respect  contained  in  the  said 
charters  respectively;  and  that  each  of  the  said  banks  shall 
have  complied  with  all  the  requirements  of  their  respective 
churters,  as  altered,  modified,  and  restricted  by  this  act,  so 
as  to  enable  them  to  commence  the  business  of  banking, 
and  shall  actually  have  commenced  banking  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  January  next,  or  their  charters,  or  the  char- 
ters of  such  of  them  as  shall  have  failed  to  comply  with  this 
limitation,  shall  be  void  and  of  noefi*ect;  and  the  acceptance 
of  said  acts  of  incorporation^  by  the  grantees  or  stockhold- 
ers respectively,  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  as  acceptan- 
ces, subject  to  the  conditions  and  Umitations  herein  pre- 
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scribed;  and  any  infringoment  upon,  or  Tiolaidon  o(  the  pro- 
vittons  tnd  lequuementi  of  this  act,  or  of  the  Umitationfl  tnd 
reetrictione  therein  contained,  on  the  part  of  either  of  the 
said  inatitationa,  shall  forfeit  its  charter,  and  put  an  end  to 
ita  corporate  poweia  and  privilegea. 
Approved  March  3»  1837. 

AN  ACT  iat  the  relief  of  John  P.  Becker. 

Bt  it  enacted^  4«*i  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  an* 
thorized  anddiiected  to  place  the  name  of  John  P.  Becker 
on  the  pension-roll  of  the  United  States,  and  that  he  pay 
the  said  Becker  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars  par  annum,  to 
commence  the  fourth  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-one,  and  to  continue  for  and  during  hia  natural  life. 

Approred  March  8,  1837. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

A  RESOLUTION  to  enable  the  Postmaster  General  mora 

readily  to  change  the  commencement  of  the  contract  year 

in  the  Post  Office  Department. 

Remthed  by  the  Senate  and  HouHof  ReprewntativeM  of 
the  United  Statei  of  America  in  Congreu  a»»embied.  That 
the  Postmaster  General  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized 
and  empowered  to  let  the  contracts  for  the  transportation 
of  the  mails  in  those  sections  of  the  United  States  where 
they  expire  on  the  thirty-first  days  of  December,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-seven,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight, 
and  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  respectively,  for  four 
yean  and  six  months,  so  as  to  cause  them  to  terminate  on 
the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  ibrty-two, 
eighteen  hundred  and  for^-three,  and  eighteen  hundred 
and  fortv-four,  to  the  end  that  the  contract  may  commence 
on  the  nrst  day  of  July,  instead  of  the  first  day  of  January. 

Approved  March  9,  1837. 

RESOLUTION  granting  a  pension  to  Susan  Decatur, 
widow  of  the  late  Stephen  Decatur. 

Retoivedp  4^.,  That  Mra.  Susan  Decatur,  widow  of  the 
late  Commodore  Stephen  Decatur,  be  paid  from  the  navy 
pension  fund,  a  pension  for  five  years,  commencuig  from 
the.  thirtieth  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-four, 
in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  concerning 
naval  p^psions  and  the  navy  pension  fund,  passed  thirtieth 
June,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-four,  and  that  she  be 
allowed  from  said  fund  the  arrearages  of  the  half  pay  of  a 
post  captain,  from  the  death  of  Commodore  Decatur  to  the 
thirtieth  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  thirty-four,  together 
with  the  pension  hereby  allowed  her,  and  that  the  arrearage 
of  said  peniuon  be  vested  in  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
in  trust  for  the  use  of  the  said  Suaan  Decatur:  Promdedy 
That  the  said  pension  shall  cease  on  the  death  or  marriage 
of  the  said  Susan  Decatur. 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 

RESOLUTION  to  authorize  a  settlement  of  the  accounts 

of  Orange  H.  Dibble. 
Resolved,  ^c,  That  the  claims  of  Orange  H.  Dibble,  for 


labor,  materials,  and  all  other  expenses  incurred,  and  U 
sustained  by  him  in  making  preparationa  to  execute  his  coo- 
tract  for  the  conatruction  of  the  bridge  acrosa  the  Potoma^ 
and  whidi  have  not  heretofore  been  settled  and  paid,  be  ex- 
amined and  ascertained  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasmy, 
as  neariy  as  the  same  can  be  done,  and  be  laid  before  Con- 
gress at  its  next  session  for  examination.  And  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Ti^easury  is  hereby  directed  to  apply,  in  pait 
payment  of  the  same  to  him,  the  unexpended  M'»*fit  of  the 
appnmriation  made  for  said  purpose  by  the  act  of  the  thirti- 
eth of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  thiity-foun  Provided^ 
That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ia  not  anthorized  to 
make  any  allowance  to  the  said  O.  H.  DOtUe  for  the  pur- 
chase of  stone  or  stone  quarries,  nor  any  further  sum  for 
his  personal  services. 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 

RESOLUTION  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry to  correct  a  clerical  error  in  the  award  of  the  Com- 
missionen  under  the  treaty  with  France  of  <agMi>^n  tiyn. 
dred  and  thirty-one. 

Resolvedf  4*t-»  That  the  Seeretaiy  of  the  Trewuiy  bc» 
and  he  hereby  is,  authorised  and  directed,  in.  makinf  pay- 
ment of  the  two  last  inatalmenia  to  the  cisimants  mder  tht 
treaty  with  France  of  July  four,  eighteen  hundred  and  thiity  • 
one,  to  correct  a  clerical  miatake  which  oecomd  in  theawiid 
of  the  Commissionere  in  the  case  of  the  claim  of  the  Umoa 
Bank  of  Maryland;  by  which  mistake,  the  som  of  ten  thso- 
sand  dollars,  awarded  to  said  bank,  haa  gone  to  the  oaeof  iQ 
the  other  claimants;  and  that  he  correct  such  "^HirVr  by  mi- 
king the  proper  alteration  in  the  proportioii  to  be  paid  to 
the  several  claimants  in  the  two  last  instalmenta,  so  that  ifl 
the  claimants  shall  obtain  thdr  just  proportion  of  the  wh^ 
indemnity,  and  no  more. 

Approved  March  3,  1837. 

A  RESOLUTION  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Tres^ 
uiy  to  receive  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  Staiea,  under 
the  Pennsylvania  charter,  payment  for  the  stock  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  4*^.,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected to  accept  the  terms  of  settlement  proposed  bv  tb( 
president  and  directora  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  Ststn, 
under  the  Pennsylvania  charter,  in  their  memorial  to  Con- 
gress, presented  at  the  present  session,  for  the  payment  \o 
die  United  States  of  the  capital  stock  owned  by  them  in  the 
late  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  final  adjustment 
and  settlement  of  the  claims  connected  vrith  or  arising  o«t 
of  the  same;  and  to  take  such  obligation  for  the  pajmait 
of  the  several  instalments  in  said  proposed  terms  of  Ktik- 
ment  mentioned,  as  he  may  think  proper  Provided^  Tht! 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  prejudice  or  effect  in  say 
way  the  question  between  the  Qenml  Government  of  the 
United  States  and  the  late  Bank  of  the  United  Stato,  n- 
specting  the  claim  for  damages  on  account  of  the  protesi  of 
the  bill  of  exchange  drawn  on  the  French  Government. 

Approved  Mardi'8,  1887. 
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for  it,  564;  memorial  laid  on  the  table,  568; 
motion  to  take  up  rejected. 
Appropriation  bill  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses 
of  the  Government  for  the  year  1837,  read  a 
third  time  and  passed,  1018. 
Appropriations  for  the  army,  navy,  Indians,  light-houses, 
&€.,  will  be  found  under  the  several  heads  of 
^rmy,  Navy,  &c. 
Arbuckle,  Colooeli  a  bill  for  bis  relief,  991;  negativ- 
ed. 
Armory  bill;  a  bill  to  establish  a  foundry  or  armory  in 
the  West  or  Southwest,  arsenals  in  the  States 
in  which  none  have  yet  been  established,  and 
depots  for  arms  in  certain  States  and  Territo- 
ries, was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  800;  and 
passed. 

Belgium;  a  bill  from  the  House,  respecting  the  duties  on 
Belgian  vessels  and  thf  ir  cargoes,  was  consid- 
ered and  ordered  to  its  third  reading,  800;  bill 
passed,  806. 

Books,  on  the  distribution  of;  a  resolution  for  distribu- 
ting the  American  State  Papers  among  the  new 
Senators,  725;  laid  on  the  Uble. 
for  committee  rooms,  a  resolution  for  supplying, 
laid  on  the  table,  1010. 

Burning  of  the  public  buildings;  a  bill  to  alter  and  amend 
the  act  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes 
agaifist  the  United  States  was  considered  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  803;  bill  passed, 
806. 

Cherokee  Indians;  a  memorial  from  2,500  Indians,  east 
and  west  of  the  Mississippi,  remonstrating 
against  a  treaty  ratified  at  the  last  session,  as 
fraudulent,  laid  on  the  table,  1010. 

Choctaw  reservations;  a  bill  to  adjust  certain  claims  to 
reservations  of  land  under  the  14th  article  of 
the  treaty  of  1830,  852;  the  bill  was  laid  over; 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  872;  and  afterwards 
pasMd. 

Coal;  petitions  praying  for  a  duty  on  this  article,  19. 

Commerce  and  navigation;  yearly  statement  to  he  made 
at  the  commencement  of  every  session  of  Con- 
gress, by  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  5;  agreed 
to,  18. 

Copy-rights  to  foreigners;  an  address  from  a  number  of 
British  authors  on  the  subject,  670;  the  memo- 
rial was  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Courts  of  United  States,  a  memorial  praying  for  a  build- 
ing for,  at  Philadelphia,  325. 

Cumberland  road ;  a  bill  for  the  continuation  of  the  Cum- 
berland road  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  802; 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  807.  (See  Boad 
hiU.) 
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Dana,  Judah,  elected  from  the  State  of  Maine,  to  sup- 
ply the  place  of  Ether  Shepley,  resigned,  took 
bis  seat,'  79. 
Deposite  banks;  a  call  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
for  certain  information  respecting  them,  68. 
a  bill  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  act  regula- 
ting public  deposites,  79;  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 
Dickins,  Asbury,  elected  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  6. 
Distribution  question,  on  the  fortification  bill,  992;  on  a 
motion  to  strike  out  the  second  section  of  the 
bill,  which  provided  for  a  deposite  of  the  sur- 
plus revenue,  on  the  Ist  January  next,  with 
the  several  States — motion  carried,  1008;  the 
House  disagreed  to  the  above  amendment;  the 
Senate  insisted  on  it,  and  notified  the  House 
accordingly,  1021;  the  House  insisted  on  its 
disagreement,  and  the  Senate,  after  further 
debate,  adhered  to  its  vote,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
1034. 

Duties,  the  reduction  of,  proposed  to  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures,  70. 
a  bill  for  the  remission  of  duties  on  goods  destroy- 
ed by  fire  at  the  late  conflagration  in  New 
York,  847;  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and 
passed. 
Expunging  the  journal;  notice  jS^iven  by  Mr.  Bentoh  of 
bis  intention  of  renewmg  his  motion  for  this 
purpose  at  an  early  day,  4;  resolution  intro- 
duced, 128;  taken  up,  380,  428;  agreed  to, 
504;  and  the  journal  was  expunged   accord- 
ingly. 
Extra  session  of  the  Senate,  1035. 
Falmouth  and  Alexandria  railroad;  a  bill  to  aid  the  com- 
pany to  construct  their  road  within  the  District 
of  Columbia;  the  bill  was  ordered  to  its  third 
reading,  1021;  and  passed. 
Foreign  emigrants;  a  memorial  from  sundry  inhabitants 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  in  relation  to  Cath- 
olic emigrants,  referred,  533. 
Fortifications,  a  bill  making  appropriations  for,  779,  794; 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  1008;  bill  lost  by 
the  disagreement  of  the  two  Houses  on  an 
amendment,  1034. 
French  and  Neapolitan  indemnities;  a  bill  to  anticipate 
the  payment  of  stipulated  indemnities,  513;  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading  and  passed,  1009. 
Goldsborough,  Robert  H.,  from  Maryland;  his  death  an- 
nounced by  his  colleague,  Mr.  Kent,  3. 
Hall's  rifle;  a  bill  to  remunerste  Captain  John  H.  Hall 
for  improvements  in  firearms,  988;  bill  laid  on 
the  table,  991. 
Harbors;  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  har- 
bors, and  for  removing  obstructions  at  the 
mouths  of  rivers,  1014;  ordered  to  a  third 
reading,  1015;  and  passed. 
Inauguration  of  President  Van  Buren,  a  committee  of 

arrangements  appointed  for,  992. 
Indian  appropriation  bill  for  1837,  893;  ordered  to  a 

third  reading,  and  passed. 
Johnston,  Colonel  Philip,  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of,  123. 
Kinnard,  Mr.,  a  Representative  from  Indiana;  a  token  of 
mourning  to  be  worn  for  thirty  days  to  his  mem- 
ory, 7. 
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Land  I  Mr.  Clay's  bill  for  dividing  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands  amongst  the  several  State?,  20. 
Mr.  Clay's  bill  reported  by  the  select  committee 
to  whom  it  was  referred,  with  an  amendment 
striking  out  the  whole,  excepting  the  enacting  ; 
clause,  and  changing  its  object,  204,  377,  419, 
512,  529,  534,  557,  667,  671,  692,  701,  726, 
753;  the  bill  passed.  777. 
frauds;  a  resolution  calling  on  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  for  information  on  this  subject, 
666. 
ft  cession  of  the  public  land(  a  bill  introduced  to 
effect  the  object,  739,  780;  laid  on  the  table, 
794. 
laws  and  decisions;  resolutions  calling  on  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  and  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  to  furnish  information  on  these  sub- 
jects, 967{  agreed  to. 
Lowrie,  Walter,  resigns  his  office  of  Secrets^  of  the 

Senate,  5. 
Light-houses;  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  light- 
houses, light-boats,  Sic,  for  the  year  1837,  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  1009;  and  afterwards 
passed. 
McKinley,  John,  elected  as  a  Senator  for  Alabama,  from 
the  4th  of  March  next;  his  credentials  present- 
ed by  Mr.  King,  204. 
McCartney,  John^  a  bill  for  bis  relief  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, 986. 
Madison's  writings;  a  letter  from  the  President  in  rela- 
tion to  a  purchase  and  publication  of  them,  4; 
the  report  of  the  committee  was  taken  up  for 
consideration,  849;  and  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing; discussed  and  passed,  872. 
Msrlne  oorps;  resolution  Instructing  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs  to  inquire  into  the  construction 
of  the  act  of  June,  1834,  Ice.,  535. 
Meade,  Ricbstrd  W.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  executrix 

of,  557;  bill  passed,  846. 
Meli^  a  message  of  the  President  in  relation  to  inju- 
ries sustained  from  the  Government  of,  723. 
and  United  States;  a  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relatrons  on  the  subject,  854;  order- ' 
ed  to  be  printed,  857;  taken  up,  982;  and  re- 
port concurred  with,  986. 
MieMgan;  a  menage  fVom  the  Preaklent  stating  its  read- 
iness for  admission  into  the  Union,  128. 
a  bill  to  admit  the  State  of  Michigan  into  the 
Union  introduced,  167,  204;  considered  and 
passed,  325. 
lilessrt.  Norvell  and  Lyon,  her  Senators,  were 
qoalriied,  and  took  their  seats,  550,  563. 
Militsry  tpproprktidn  bill  taken  up,  795;  passed,  798. 
Militai7  establishment  of  the  United  States;  a  bill  to  in- 
crease it,  and  for  other  purposes,  ordered  to 
its  third  reading,  797;  bill  passed,  840. 
Mint  bill;  a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  for  establishing 
a  mint  and  regulating  fhe  coins,  326;  ordered 
to  k  third  reading,  327;  and  afterwards  pass- 
ed. 
National  bank  in' New  York;  a  memorial  from  the  Board 
of  Trade  in  favor  of  such  an  institution,  418, 
737. 
Navkl  service,  a  bill  making  sppropriations  for,  for  the 
yekr  1837,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  1014; 
and  subsequently  passed. 
Noune,  Joseph;  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  in 

his  case,  645. 
Order,  points  of,  707,  708. 

Patent  Office;  an  inquiry  instituted  into  the  extent  of  the 
loss  lately  sustained  by  fire,  21. 
a  bill  supplementary  to  the  itet  for  the  improve- 
tnent  or  the  useful  arts,  795;  ordered  lo  be  en- 
grossed, 797;  and  afterwards  passed. 


Pierce,  Franklin,  elected  a  Senator  from  New  Eiaip. 
shire  for  six  years  from  the  4th  of  March  neit; 
Mr.  Hubbard  presented  his  credentali,  872. 

Pilots,  a  bill  concerning,  read  a  third  time  and  pisKd, 
1009. 

Post  Office;  an  inquiry  instituted  into  the  cause  of  the 
destruction  of  the  late  General  Post  Office 
building,  19. 
Department;  a  bill  to  give  security  to  correspond- 
ence between  the  United  States  and  foreign 
countries,  providii^  for  addHlonal  clerks,  sad 
for  the  erection  of  a  new  building,  wu  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  subsequently  paaed,  1009. 

President's  annual  messsge  received,  (see<49Kndts,)3. 
message  in  relation  to  a  communioatioa  betitn 

the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans,  343. 
message  in  relation  to  Mexico  and  Texas,  524. 
letter  to  Mr.  Calhoun*  in  reference  to  a  speech 
made  by  that  genlleman*  in  wbich  lie  charges 
thole  in  power  with  apecuktmg  in  the  psbfic 
lands,  753> 
message  convening  an  extra  aessioD  of  the  Seoitr, 
1035. 

President  and  Vice  President,  a  Joint  committee  appoiot- 
ed  for  count'mg  the  votes  for,  617,  698, 777. 

Revenue,  %  bill  for  the  reduction  o^  intnxhtoed,  SGi. 

Road  bill;  a  bill  makity  appropriations  for  the  reptir 
and  construction  of  certain  rosds^  (includifig 
the  Cumberland  road,)  ordered  to  a  third  resd- 
ing  and  passed,  1019. 

Scott,  General;  resolution  calling  on  the  President  fcr a 
copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  late  court  of  t»- 
quiry  at  Frederick,  in  relation  to  tlie  Fiondi 
wacb  B40;  referred  to  the  Cosnmiliee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  846. 

Senators,  a  list  of,  2. 

Sick  and  diaabledaeamen;«resoliition'eaningroa  HkScc* 
retary  of  the  Treasury  for  infomatioa  u  to  ibe 
cost  of  erecting  hoarftnto  for  relief  of  seaneo, 
690. 

Slave  property,  foreign  aggrearion  upon;  s  ffuMin 
calling  on  the  PreaMent  for  infarsHtton  in  regin 
to  the  authorities  of  Bermuda  having commitied 
aggreasioo  on  a  Soutbera  vessel  freighted  vith 
slaves,  and  driven  by  distress  into  that  port,  725. 

Spenee,  Johil,  8.,  elected  a  Senator  from  Maryhadfto 
supply  the  place  of  tlie  late  Mr.  Qotdsboro«g^» 
bis  credenttalapreieftted  by  bis  oalles|ae,  Mr. 
Kent,  360;  re-elected  for  six  yean  fromtbe4ii 
of  March  next,  981. 

Standing  oommittecs  appointed,  6,  7. 

Steam  boiler  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  777;  in 
afterwards  passed. 

Surplus  revenue;  a  bill  to  renew  in  paH  (be  deposite  bii 
of  the  last  se«ion,  introduoed,  376. 

Tariff;  a  bill  nediicing  the  dttties  on  cerimi  inf^i^e^*^' 
ticks;  the  bill  taken  up  and  oonlderedi  873. 

Texas,  a  message  from  the  Prcsklent  respecting.  10^ 
a  proposition  for  acknowledging  asan  indepeBd- 
ent  Stnte,  360,  797;  postponed,  996;  tesoh- 
tion  agreed  to,  1013.  . 

a  motion  anade  to  reconsider  the  above  vo(^  ^ 
negatived,  1019. 
Treasury  circular;  a  resolution  offered  for  its  repesj|?» 
21,  70,  89,  104*  138,  172.  327,  360, 533, «?, 
619,  636,  778;  bill  passed,  778. 
Unexpended  appropriations;  a  motion  to  print  a  doev- 
ment  lately  received  from  the  Treasury  Oeptfi- 
ment  on  this  subject,  150;  agreed  t<H  167. 
United  States  courts,  (see  Coart»*) 
Vice  President,  retirement  of,  and  hb  addrestml"^^ 
oaslon,  617.  . 

thanks  of  the  Senate  for  his  impartisVty,  dipH?* 
and  ability,  in  the  chair,  635. 
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Ill 


Viee  PMsideiit  pro  tempwe,  Mr.  King  eleeted,  618;  his 
•ddress  on  taking  the  chftir. 

BicliBrd  M.  Johnson  efected  by  the  Senate  Viee 
President  of  the  United  States  for  four  years, 
commencing  on  the  4th  Ifarcb,  1837,  no  elec- 
tion having  been  mide  by  the  college  of  elect- 
ors, 738  J  his  letter  of  grateful  scknowledg- 
ment  of  his  election,  779j  takes  his  oath  of  of- 
fice, enters  on  the  duties  of  President  of  the 
Senate,  and  delivers  an  address,  1035. 
Volunteers;  a  bill  to  make  compensation  to  the  Kentucky 
and  Tennessee  volunteers  who  were  discharged 
without  being  called  into  service,  considered, 
and  ordered  to  a  (bird  reading,  807. 
and  nays,  on  referring  the  bill  to  extend  the  provis- 
ions of  the  act  regulating  public  deposites,  89. 

the  admission  of  Michigan,  267,  293,  294,  325. 

Treasury  circular;  376,  563. 

expunging  resolution,  504. 

land  bill,  SST,  661,  662,  666,  667,  668,  669,  692, 
693, 694, 695, 696, 706, 727, 728, 729, 736, 777, 

UWnff  up  the  memorial  of  the  American  Coloni- 
aation  Society  for  a  charter,  636. 

abolition  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  711,  723, 
724,739. 

on  the  bill  for  ceding  the  public  lands,  753,  794. 

on  the  bill  to  designate  th^  kind  of  funds  receiva- 
ble for  the  public  revenue,  778. 

on  the  fortificatton  bill,  779, 794,  795. 

taking  up  the  resolution  proposing  to  recognise 
the  independence  of  Texas,  797. 


Teai  and  nays,  on  armory  bill,  800. 

on  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the  punishment  of 

certain  crimes  against  the  United  States,  802, 
805. 

on  the  Cumberland  road  bill,  807. 

bill  to  increase  the  military  establishment,  840. 

bill  for  relief  of  the  executrix  of  R.  W.  Meade, 
846. 

report  of  committee  on  Mr.  Madison's  writings, 
872. 

reduction  of  the  Uriff,  874,  884,  939,  965,  966, 
975,  981. 

United  States  and  Mexico,  985. 

on  recognising  the  independence  of  Texas,  986, 
1013. 

OQ  the  bill  to  advance  a  million  of  dollars  on  the 
two  per  ctot.  bnd  fund  of  Alabama  and  Missis- 
sippi, 986. 

on  a  motion  to  strike  out  the  2d  section  of  the 
fortification  bill,  which  provided  for  a  deposite 
of  the  surplus  revenue,  on  the  Ist  of  January 
next,  with  the  several  States,  1006;  the  House 
disagreed  to  this  amendment,  and  insisted  on 
its  disagreement,  and  the  Senate  adhered,  by 
yeas  and  nays,  1034. 

French  and  Neapolitan  indemnity  bill,  1009. 

harbor  bill,  1014. 

general  appropriation  bill,  1018. 

road  bill,  1019. 

on  the  bill  to  aid  the  Falmouth  and  Alexandria 
Railroad  Company,  1021. 


INDEX  TO  THE  NAMES  OF  THE  SPEAKERS 
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Bayard,  Mr.,  Ueslaw«re»  on  the  admission  of  Michigan, 

268. 
cxpuoglng  rt aolalioii,  458,  724. 
Und  bUl,  561,  660. 
abolition  of  shivery  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 

711,  713,  714. 
bill  for  the  improven^nt  of  ihe  useful  arts,  796. 
ChocUw  retervationi  of  kod,  853,  872. 
BeaUis«  Mr.,  Miaaouri,  his  call  for  annual  statements  in 

relation  to  commerce  and  navigation,  5. 
Treasury  circular,  21, 104^  533,  534,  578,  778. 
expunging  resolution,  128y  380,  485,  505,  506. 
the  admissiqn  of  Michigan^  128,  172,  246. 
unexpended  appropriations,  150,  155,  159,  167. 
the  land  bill,  378,  379,  530,  556,  681,  731.  733. 
French  ^nd  Neapolitan  indemnities,  517. 
distribution  of  books,  726. 
bill  for  ceding  the  public  laod^  750,  792. 
the  fortification  bill,  779. 
the  armory  bill,  798. 
bill  to  compensate  the  Kentucky  and  Tennessee 

volunteers,  807. 
bill  to  increase  the  military  establishment,  809, 

828,  840. 
on  the  late  court  of  inquiry  on  General  Scott, 

841,  842.. 
reduction  of  tariflT,  884,  902,  939,  966. 
distribution  qucslion,  1001. 
aupplying  the   committee  rooms   with   certain 

bttoks,  1010. 
Black,  Mr.,  Mississippi,  on  the  Treasury  circular,  376, 

778. 
land  bill,  662,  681,  728,  731. 


Black,  Mr.,  Mississippi,  on  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  ex- 
ecutrix of  R.  W.  Meadr,  846. 

Choctaw  reservations  of  land,  852,  872. 

Captain  Hall's  improved  rifle,  991. 
Brown,  Mr.,  North  Carolina,  on  the  admission  of  Michi- 
gan, 278. 

abolition  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  508,  510. 

land  bill,  667. 

bill  for  the  cession  of  the  public  lands,  741. 

reduction  of  the  tariff,  911,  914,  915. 

distribution  question,  998. 
Buchanan,  Mr.,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  admission  of  Mich- 
igan, 169,  171,  235,  310. 

building  for  United  States  courts  at  Philadelphia, 
325  336. 

the  land  bill,  378,  379,  559,  560,  561,  693,  731. 

expunging  resolution,  440. 

French  and  N^politan  indemnities,  521,  523. 

marine  corps,  535. 

American  Colonization  Society,  566,  567,  568. 

copv-rights  to  foreigners,  671. 

abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  709. 

bill  for  ceding  the  public  lands,  792. 

bill  for  promoting  trade  with  Belgium,  800,  805, 
806. 

bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the  punishment  of  cer- 
tain crimes  against  the  United  States,  801,  802. 

report  on  the  relations  between  United  States 
and  Mexico,  854^  982,  983. 

reduction  of  the  tariff,  873,  880,  948,  961. 

distribution  question,  1003. 

recognising  the  independence  of  Texas,  1012, 
1013. 


IV 
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Catboun,  Mr.,  South  Carolina,  on  reduction  of  datiea,  69. 
public  deposttes,  79,  85,  87,  88. 
unexpended  appropriationc,  151,  153,  154,  157, 
162. 

adroisaion  of  Michigan,  167,  168,  204,  205,  206, 

294,  295,  317. 
building  for  United  States  courts  at  Philadelphia, 

326. 

Treasury  circular,  375,  644,  778. 

surplus  revenue,  376,  377. 

land  bill,  378,  379,  702,  729,  75S,  736,  753,  758, 

759. 
expunging  resolution,  417. 
abolition  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  507,  508, 

509,  510,  710,  712,  718,  719. 
French  and  Neapolitan  indemnities,  516,  520. 
acknowledging  Texas,  528,  1012. 
American  Colonization  Society,  564,  565,  566. 
copy.rights  to  foreigners,  671. 
sick  and  disabled  seamen,  691,  692. 
election  of  President  and  Vice  President,  700. 
foreign  aggression  on  slave  property,  725. 
on  the  bill  for  a  cession  of  the  public  lands,  739, 

741,  742,  744,  790. 
fortification  bill,  779. 
armory  bill,  798,  799. 
Cumberland  road  bill,  804. 
bill  to  increase  the  military  cstabllsbment,  807, 

826,  833,  839. 
publiihing  Mr.  Madison's  writings,  852. 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  Mr.  Madison's 

writings,  858, 865,  871.  *        - 

reduction  of  tariff,  873,  879,  902,  914,  915,  926,* 

975. 

distribution  question,  992, 999, 1020,  1022, 1023. 
lighl-house  bill,  1009. 
navy  appropriation  bill,  1014. 
Clay,  Mr.,  Kentucky,  his  land  bill,  20,  377,  380,  512, 

529,  530,  550,  555,  560,  645,  662,  665,  668, 

759,  774. 
the  Treasury  circular,  360,  562,  778. 
expunging  resolution,  429. 
French  and  Neapolitan  indemnities,  514,  517. 
memorial  in  relation  to  foreign  emigrants,  533, 
American  Colonization  Society,  564,  565.  566, 

568,  636. 
reduction  of  the  revenue,  575. 
counting  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent, 617,  700. 
land  frauds,  666,  667."' 
copy-rights  to  foreigners,  670,  696,  697. 
bill  proposing  a  cession  of  the  public  lands,  741. 
bill  for  promoting  trade  with  Belgium,  801,  806. 
Cumberland  road  bill,  803,  806,  807. 
bill  to  increase  the  military  establishment,  839. 
bill  for  remission  of  duties  on  goods  destroyed  by 

fire  at  New  York,  849. 
reduction  of  tariff,  873,  882,  967. 
United  Slates  and  Mexico,  982. 
inauguration  of  President  Van  Buren,  992. 
distribution  question,  993,  998,  1020,  1024. 
recognising  the  independence  of  Texas,  1012. 
Clayton,  Mr.,  Delaware,  on  slavery  in  the  District  of 

Columbis,  777. 
the  bill  for  amending  the  act  for  the  punishment 

of  certain  crimes  against  the  United  Slates,  802. 
Crittenden,  Mr.,  Kentucky,  on  Treasury  circular,  70. 
the  admission  of  Michigan,  290. 
Joseph  Nourse's  claim,  645. 
fortification  bill,  794. 
armory  bill,  798. 
bill  to  pay  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  volunteers, 

807. 
bill  to  increase  the  military  establishment,  828. 


Crittenden,  Mr.,  Kentucky,  on  tlie  late  eourt  of  ioqaiif 
on  General  Soott,  841. 
report  of  committee  on  Mr.  Msdisoa's  writiogs 
864* 

distribution  question*  1008, 1020, 1027. 
Gutbbert^  Mr.^  Georgia,*  on  the  abolition  of  ibvefy  a 

the  District  of  Columbis,  715,  716. 
bill  for  promoting  trade  wlih  Belgittn»  806. 
on  the  late  court  of  inquiry  on  General  Stott,  841, 

844,  846. 
reduction  of  tariff,  875,  878,  883. 
distribution  question,  997. 
Dana,  Mr.,  Maine,  on  the  admissioR  of  MiebigMi  223. 
expunging  resolution,  391. 
land  bill,  551. 
Davis,  Mr.,  Massachusetts,  on  unexpended  spproprii- 

tions,  157. 
the  admission  of  Michigan,  317. 
Texas,  419. 

French  and  Neapolitan  indemnities,  533,  524. 
reduction  of  the  revenue,  577. 
sick  and  disabled  seamen,  690,  691, 693. 
land  bill,  694,  695,  760. 
steam  boiler  bill,  777* 
bill  for  promoting  trade  with  BelgiuiPi  806. 
reduction  of  tariff,  874,  876,  877,  878, 894,902. 

936. 
light-hoose  bill,  1009. 
navy  appropriation  bill,  1014. 
harbor  bill,  1014. 
distribution  question,  1032. 
Ewing,  Mr.,  Ohio,  on  repealing  the  Treasury  drralvi 

8,  534^  562,  563,  778. 
the  admission  of  Michigan,  170,  231. 
expunging  resolution,  485. 
land  bill,  529,  530,  535,  557,  558, 560, 667i  6^> 

726,  729. 
land  frauds,  666. 
abolition  of  slarery  in  the  District  of  Cohuibi>> 

707. 
Cumberland  road  bill,  803,  804. 
Choctaw  reservations  of  land,  853. 
distribution  question,  1030. 
Ewing,  Mr.,  Illinois,  on  the  land  bill,  681. 
Fulton,  Mr.,  Arkansas,  on  the  admiss'lon  of 

290. 
land  bill,  661. 
Grundy,  Mr.,  Tenneasee,  on  the  admission  of  llid>ip^ 

128,  167,  169,  204,  305,  563. 
building  for  United  States  courts  st  Phibdelp» 

326. 
surplus  revenue,  376. 
Texas,  419. 

land  bill,  529,  530,  534,  758. 
counting  the  votes  for  President  aad  Vice  Free 

dent,  617,  698,  699,  700. 
copy-rights  to  foreigners,  670,  671. 
distribution  of  tnioks,  725. 
bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the  ponishmest  of  (<r 

tain  crimes  against  the  United  States  ^^y^' 
.  reduction  of  tariff,  876. 
'  inauguration  of  President  Van  Borea,  993. 
Hendricks,  Mr.,  Indiana,  on  the  expunging  resolotioe. 
471. 
the  Cumberland  road  bill,  803,  803,  804. 
the  harbor  bill,  1014. 
Hubbard,  Mr.,  New  Hampshire,  on  the  Treaiorycir 
cular,  128,  778. 
unexpended  appropriations,  153,  165. 
abolition  in  the  District  of  Colombia,  507,  i^:^ 
bill  proposing  a  cession  of  the  pabliclsadi, 'ii 
780,  792.  .  . 

bill  for  relief  of  the  executrix  of  R.  W.  Ii«^' 
846. 
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Kent,  Mfv,  lfMylud»  ftimoaiieet  tbe  detth  of  his  col« 

league*  Mn  Goldaborooffb»  3. 
on  abolitioa  in  tbe  Dntmt  of  Columbui,   50r» 

511. 
radiiction  of  the  Uriff,  965. 
Kin|r*  Mr.  9  Alibftma,  on  unexpended  approprmtionif 

160. 
the  land  biU,  379,  513,  529,  56^ 
abolition  in  tbe  District  of  Columbia,  509. 
Treaaury  circular,  534,  562. 
American  Colonization  Society,  S6S, 
King,  Mr.,  Georgia,  on  tbe  admiasion  of  MicbJg$n,  331 . 
land  bill,  645,  660,  728,  731. 
abolition  in  tbe  District  of  Columbia,  712,  716. 
diatribtttion  of  books,  725. 
Knight,  Mr.,  Rhode  laUnd,  on  making  annual  statement 

of  commerce  and  navigation,  5. 
the  bill  for  tbe  improvement  of  the  useful  arts, 

796. 
armory  bill,  800. 
reduction  of  the  tariff,  965,  981. 
Post  Office  bill,  1009. 
Lion,  Mr.,  Missouri,  on  abolition  in  th^  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, 511. 
the  land  bill,  561,  696, 731,  734. 
land  frauds,  666. 
the  distribution  of  books,  726. 
bill  to  increase  the  military  establishment,  830, 

837,  839. 
Captain  Hall's  improved  rifle,  991. 
L.yon»  Mr.,  Michigan,  on  the  election  of  President  and 

Vice  President,  700. 
harbor  bill,  1015. 
Moore,   Mr.,  Abbama,  on  the  expanging  resolution, 

405. 
land  bill,  530,  672,  693,  728,  734. 
bill  to  advance  a  million  of  dollars  on  the  two  per 

cent,  land  fund  of  Alabama  and  Mississippi, 

986. 
bill  for  relief  of  Jobo  McCartney,  986. 
M€»rris^  Mr.,  Ohio,  on  the  admission  of  Michigan,  168, 

170,  306^  213. 
expunging  resolution,  505,  506. 
abolition  in  the  District  of  Cohimbis,  507,  509, 

708,  709,  712. 
Isnd  bUI,  512,  529,  530,  SS7,  561,  666,  668. 
in  relation  to  W.  B.  Lloyd's  memorial,  530. 
Treasury  circiilar,  S6'i,  636. 
Nicbobs^  Mr.,  Lottisiana,  on  land  fraudf*  666. 

^k  and  disabled  seamen,  692. 
Nilea,  Mr.,  Cdnnecticut,  on  reduction  of  duties,  69. 
Treasury  circuhir,  iq4>  375,  778. 
unexpended  appropriations,  162. 
the  admission  of  Michigan,  285. 
expunging  resolution,  408. 
abolition  in  the  District  of  Columbis,  508. 
land  bill,  693,  735. 
copy-rights  to  foreigners,  697. 
bill  for  ceding  the  public  Unds,  740,  780. 
bill  for  the  improvement  of  the  useful  arts,  796. 
report  of  committee  on  Mr.  Madison's  writings, 

862 
reduction  of  Uriff,  877,  939,  953,  956,  962,  965. 
distribution  question,  998,  1008. 
Nbrvell,  Mr.,  Michigan,  on  land  bill,  667,  .669,  735. 

election  of  President  and  Vice  President,  698, 

699. 
bill  for  ceding  the  public  lands,  784,  794. 
the  Cumberland  road  bill,  803,  804. 
reduction  of  tbe  tariff,  96i6. 
recognising  tbe  independence  of  Texas,  1010. 
Parker,  Mr.,  Virginia,  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  for 

the  punishment  of  certain  crimea  against  tbe 

United  SUtes,  802. 


Prentiii^  Mr.,  Vermont,  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  for 
tbe  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the 
United  States,  801,  805. 
Preston,  Mr.,  South  Carolina,  on  the  admission  of  Michi- 
gan, 256. 

expunging  resolution,  397. 

recognising  the  independence  of  Texas,  526,  797, 
1010,  1013. 

the  marine  corps,  535. 

copy-rights  to  foreigners,  670,  697. 

election  of  President  and  Vice  President,  701. 

abolition  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  713. 

the  distribution  of  books,  Y^5, 

tbe  CumberUnd  road  bill,  803,  804. 

bill  to  increase  the  military  establishment,  839. 

on  the  late  court  of  inquiry  on  General  Scott, 
840,  841,  842,  845,  846. 

on  Choctaw  reservations  of  land,  854. 

on  report  of  committee  on  Mr.  Madison's  wri- 
tings, 859. 

reduction  of  tariff,  875,  928,  932,  957,  962. 

Captain  Hall's  improved  rifle,  991. 

distribution  question,  996. 
tlivesy  Mr.,  Virginia,  on  public  deposites,  89. 

Treaaury  circular,  120,  343,  563,  635,  636. 

expungmg  resolution,  405. 

American  Colonization  Society,  568. 

land  bill,  663,  665. 

abolition  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  717,  720. 

on  tbe^late  court  of  inquiry  on  General  Scott,  843. 

report  of  committee  on  Mr.  Madison's  writings, 
867. 

reduction  of  the  tariff,  916. 

distribution  question,  996,  1025. 

navy  appropriation  bill,  1014. 
Robbins,  Mr.,  Rhode  Island,  on  the  publication  of  Mr. 

Madison's  writings,  849. 
Robinson,  Mr.  Illinois,  on  the  expunging  resolution,  505, 
506. 

land  bill,  558. 

Post  Office  bill,  1009. 
Ruggles,  Mr.,  Maine,  on  the  Treasury  circular,  375,  562. 

land  bill,  667,  668,  669,  693,  695,  726,  727. 

the  distribution  of  book?,  726. 

bill  for  the  improvement  of  the  useful  arts,  796. 
Sevier,  Mr.,  Arkansas,  on  the  land  bill,  557 ^  663,  679, 

.  696. 

land  frauds,  667,  732,  734. 

the  distribution  of  books,  726. 

bill  for  ceding  the  public  lands,  786. 

reduction  of  tariff,  874. 
Southard,  Mr.,  New  Jersey,  on  the  Treasury  circular, 
172. 

abolition  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  712,  713. 

fortiflcation  bill,  779,  794,  795. 

bill  for  ceding  the  public  lands,  790. 

reduction  of  the  tariff,  967. 

memorial  from  Cherokee  Indians,  1010. 

supplying  the  committee  rooms  with   certain 
books,  1010. 
Strange,  Mr.,  North  Carolina,  on  the  admission  of  Michi- 
gan, 221, 305. 

Treasury  circular,  327. 

expunging  resolution,  473. 

American  Colonization  Society,  567,  568. 

bill  for  the  improvement  of  tbe  useful  arts,  796. 

on  the  late  court  of  inquiry  on  General  Scott,  845. 

reduction  of  tbe  tariff,  923 . 
Swift,  Mr.,  Vermont,  on  the  land. bill,  727. 

petition  from  town  of  Georgia,  Vermont,  praying 
for  abolition  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  739, 
777. 

the  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the  punishment  of 
certain  crimes  against  the  United  States,  802. 
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TpllliMdg«,  Mr.)  !^v  Yoricc  on  a  imlloiml  btiili  In  Mew 

York,  418. 
the  Und  bill,  663. 
Trpton,  Hr.,  fndiani,  on  the  admivtonof  Midkigiii,  938. 
Treasury  oirciilarf  376. 
land  biU,  530,  535,  550,  553,  660,  661. 
abontion  of  slayery  in  the  Piatrict  pf  €oliinibia, 

706,  711. 
bit!  for  eediDff  the  public  lands,  792. 
bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the  punishnwnt  of  cer- 
tain Crimea  arainst  the  United  States,  801. 
bill  to  increase  (be  military  establishment^  839. 
reduction  of  the  tariff,  978. 
bill  to  remunerate  Captain  HaH  for  improyementa 

hi  firearms,  988,  991. 
Walker,  Mr.,  Mississippi,  on  poblUf  depositei^  84,  86. 
the  admission  of  Michigan,  326. 
on  acknowledging  Texas,  360,  527,  797,  986, 

1010,  1013. 
the  Umd  bUI,  377,  380,  419,  513,  5t3,  529,  530, 

534,  557,  559,  560,  561,  663,  667,  668,  679, 

694^  695,  696,  738,  729,  731. 
Treasury  circular,  533,  619, 778. 
American  Cobnlzatlon  Society,  565. 
Mil  for  ceding  the  public  lands,  750,  787. 
Cumberland  road  bill,  807. 
Choctaw  reservstions  of  land,  854. 
lYall»  Mr.,  New  Jersey,  on  the  petttion  of  th^  heirs  of 

the  late  Colonel  Philip  Johnston,  123. 
abolition  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  56T,  511. 
reduction  of  teriff,  879,  883. 
diatribution  question,  1007. 
supplying   the  committee   rooms  with   certain 

books,  1010. 
Webster,  Mr.,  Massachusetts,  on  repealing  Treasury 

chrcuUr,  18,  89,  635,  643. 


Webiter,  ifr.,  MaWb, enpetlHwis ibr a dMy oa eed,  1» 
depoaite  banbai  08. 
ezpu«g«ng  reaolulieii,  409. 
land  bill,  669,  695. 
abolition  in  the  Diilriet  eff  OoleiiMa,  714, 715, 

798. 
memorial  in  favor  of  a  national  bank,  737. 
I^ill  for  ceding  the  public  hnh,  740, 744, 784. 
report  of  eommittee  on  Mr.  Madasa^i  vritiop, 

861. 
reduetion  of  tanff,  873,  BM>  888,  Mf4, 9S8, 966. 
eail  <m  the  Beeretary  of  the  Tveawry  mi  Scctt- 

tary  of  th^  Senate  for  infonnatioa,  967. 
disiribtttion  queafion,  998^  1808. 
White,  Mr.,  Tennessee,  on  the  fdmisMoa  of  Ifichigu, 

394^ 
Isnd  baU  559,  677,  681,  694. 
abolitien  In  the  DiMrict  ef  Colosrtiia,  711 
bill  to  compensate  the  Kentucky  aad  Tcnneisee 

Yohinteer^  807. 
on  Choctaw  raaervalfons  afho^i  M4, 672. 
Indian  appropriation  bUI,  898. 
Wright,  Mr.,  New  HoAi,  on  enexpeaded  appfopriitaii 

153. 
the  mint  biM,  336. 
aurplua  revenue,  377. 
French  and  Neapolitan  inde«mHiei,  I13|  515. 

518,581,633. 
reduction  of  the  revenue,  569,  677. 
hnd  bHI,  693. 
a  biM  to  remif  duties  on  gsods  destroyed  1)7  te 

at  New  York,  847,  848,  649. 
reducyon  of  tariff;  873,  873,  874^  875, 078,  n 

930  980  965. 
distribution  qu^tion^  993, 1030, 1033, 1023. 
harbor  bill,  1014« 


INDEX  TO  THE  DEBATES  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


Abolition  memorisis,  1130;  resolution  (hst  all  memorials 

of  this  kind  shall  be  laid  on  the  table,  without 

reading  or  debate,    1130,  1156,    1339,  1396, 

1397,  1411,  1434,  1513,  1585. 

Amendment  of  tbe  constitution;  a  report  on  the  subject, 

1510. 
Anderson,  William,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  representatives 

of,  1396i  rejected,  1313. 
Appropristion  bill,  civil  and    diplomatic,   3010,  3099, 
3143i  passed,  3145. 
navy,  (see  Navy.) 
army,  (see  Army. ) 
Indian,  (see  Indian,) 
Kxmy\  a  bill  making   appropriations  for  the  army  for 
1837,  1130,  1554,  1756,  1908,  1949{pa8sed, 
1958. 
a  bill  to  increase  the  military  establishment,  3149 { 
bill  passed. 
Atchafalaya     railrosd;  a  bill   granting  a  right  of  way 
tliroughthe  public  lands  for  this  road,  1430{  bill 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  1434. 
Bank  of  United  States;  a  bill  providing  for  the  punish- 
ment of  reissuing  its  notes,  1897. 
a  resolution   proposing   to  prohibit  the  reeeipl 
of  the  notes  of  the  late  bank  for  debta  due  the 
Government,  until  they  shall  cease  to  be  re- 
issued by  its  officers,  &c.,  1944. 
a  memorial    from  tbe    president    and  directors 
thereof,  1947. 


Bounty  lands;  the  Committee  on  thePebiic  Ux^w 
inatraeted  to  inquire  into  the  cipsdiescy  oi 
altering  the  Uwa  ea  lUs  aubjeet,  sosi  to  lilof 
loeationa  to  be  made  on  aay  Isndi  wi^  ^ 
entry  at  private  sale^  1^51. 

Breed,  Bbenczer,  a  bitt  for  relief  of,  oidcrsd  tea 


reading,  1434t  biH  paased,  1513.  , 

Buffalo  harbor)  a  rcaofution  dlraeting  the  9«9ttirr  oi 
War  to  report  the  aurvey  and  eaaaiBiiioo  ^^* 
harbor  at  tbe  eaat  end  of  Lake  Erie,  IJ^-' 
agreed  to. 

Canada  trade)  a  resoluUon  inetnicting  the  Co«flutt^« 
Commerce  to  ioiiuire  into  the  exp«li«^^' 
vising  the  lawa  rsguhiting  trade  oa  tfaeinstm 
1513|  not  passed.  . , 

Censure  of  Mr.  Adamst  a  proposed  lesokitios  to  ^ 
effect,  1610.  . 

Cbaplainsf  one  ordered  to  be  elected  for  esob  Hosir, » 
interchange  weekly;  Rev.  Mr.  C«Mt«keWi 
ed  on  the  part  of  the  Moeae,  1133. 

Coal;  a  petition  from  afassachttsetls,  pmyinf  ^^^^^ 
on  foreign  coal,  1049* 

Coffee,  Genersl  John,  a  Repteaaitative  froa  ^^ 
his  death  announced  by  bis  co^^^^Z 
Haynes,  and  the  uaual  moumiag  mdff^t  ^^ 

Colonization  Society;  a  petition  from  Kentackyi  ^^ 
pecunmry  aid  from  Congieas  for  Ikis80«^' 
1585;  subject  hud  on  the  table. 
petition  from  Colonization  Society,  1755. 


ijrosx  ire  rsa  bbbatbs  xh  sws  souis  ov  iis»B«8fi«TATnrs». 
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ComiDtitee  of  inveitigMiofii  cwn^laiRt  from  acmbers  of 
Ibe  e(ifnimH««^  4»f  aMrlMA  pvUioMliMi  bi  Om  j 
oiBfiiftl  jooTMl.  1573. 

Commerce  Mid  nat igattoni  a  report  from  Uie  Secretary 
of  the  Treamry  on  Ibe  nibject*  ordeeod  to  be  - 
printed  3156^ 

Contempts  ol  the  Uouie  a  rCMilution  propoe<d»  to  define 
the  ofiMoei  r^ieclsdt  17S5^ 

Cnrft  liaac  R.,  appeared  as  the  RepreeeaftatiTe  from 
Michigaai  took  hUmtAf  1504. 

Creek  cewrvaiMfiii  a  h\)\  to  mitbeMM  Mica  ef  thaie 
MaeffVatsoM^  3155. 

Crimes  io  the  DMCrict^f  Cokimbia,  alelcd  in  n  meange 
from  the  President  United  84ate#»  1413{  re- 
fei«ad  to  ttan  JttdieiMrjr  Committee. 

CumbeHand  road{  ft  resohition  from  the  State  of  Illinois, 
in  relation  to  this  i«ad»  11^3« 
ft  bill  for  its  eontiouaMe,  3(>Sr3(  paseed,  3076. 

Currency  bUI^  ft  bill  deaiffnating  ibe  fonds  leeeivable 
for  (he  eetenne^  8085|  paMed*  3090. 

Dans,  N.  &  L.{  a  bill  to  refond  oeHahi  dntiea  paid  on 
aak,  1388|  bili  Njeded,  1430. 
a  motion  to  veconiider   the  above  vote  of  re- 
jeotfoni  bill  laid  on  tbe  tat^ie^  1513. 

Dawson,  William  C,  a  new  member  from  Oeoreis, 
elected  toM|iply  Hm  place  of  General  Covee, 
deceased,  look  his  seat,  1156. 

Decatur,  Susans  e  resohition  granting  her  ft  pension, 
1571;paMed. 

Deposite  bankss  a  resotnHon  «aHin|f  on  Ibe  Secretary  of 
the  Trcnsory  toeemmuiiieatethedltidends  and 
surpluses  remaining  in  the  several  deposite 
banks,  /or  Ihe  yearn  1833,  '34^  '35,  and  '36, 
1177,  1313t  agreed  to,  1336. 

Dickson,  David,  taie«  BepresefOaMfc  fMm  Uiaaisslppii 
hiedealk  annoiwced  by  hiseolleague.  Mr.  Clai- 
borne, ftnd  a  resokMion  passed  for  wearing 
crape  foronetnontiv  in  teatmiDny43f  respect  for 
his  memofy,  1045. 

Distribuiion  siirplnai«  reeolntion  direeting  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  to  report  a  bill  to  amend 
thel3ihseetienor  iheectoflastsecsieiitoregu- 
late  the  deposiles  -oi  pnbne  money,  by  releasing 
the  several  States  from  any  obligation  to  return 
thssnme,  1051 1  eedeved  to  lie  on  (lie  table. 

Dtstribntion  queetioni  a  motion  on  the  tubject,  1936, 
1956;  bHI  passed,  1991. 

Durett,  Louis,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs'of,  1316. 

Duties,  ftmoimt  of;  n  ^reeolntion  enlling  on  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  for  the  amoont  of  da^  collected 
on  sftlt,  tic,  1163|  •agreed  Io. 
dlaerimiftftttngt  «  bill  repealing  them  on  Dutch 
and  Belgtan  veisels,  3093 1  passed. 

Ebineur,  a  petition  rekitive  to  the  qutfantineftt,  1437. 

Executive  admkiiitrationi  so  much  of  the  PreaidentV 
-message  sa  retalee  to  the  eaweotive  depafUnento 
referred  to  select  eommitlee,  1057. 
departmental  aresolnlion  proposing' the  appoint* 
ment  of  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  oon- 
dnetof  the  different  departments,  1170,  1399, 
1573t  agreed  to. 
Tepset  frmn  fheabtfre  oommittee  ordered  to  be 
printed,  3143. 

Explcvring  eapeditiont  resolutlen  calling  on  the  President 
for  informatiof»of  Its  progress,  1570t  agreed  to. 

Fire  companies  in  the  District  of  Columbia i  a  bill  (o  on 
ganinethem,  pamnd,  3093. 

Foreign  grain t  Committee  on  Agrieultare  were  instruct- 
ed to  inqoire  into  tlie  expediency  of  abolishing 
the  duties  on  It,  1050. 

Foreign  consuls;  resoltilion  directing  the  Gonnnittee  on 
Foreign  AfTaiTB  to  inqitire  inta  the  expediency 
of  abolishing  the  office  of  agent  of  chiims  at 
Paris  and  London,  1173, 


Fettifimitionet  «4mI1  making  approptifttkms  for  certain 
fortiScat'ionafor  1&7,  llSA,  1930, 1958,  3095, 
3145;  a  committee  of  conference  appointed  be« 
tweeo  the  two  Houses,  3148;  the  committee  can- 
not agrecf  the  House  refuses  to  recede  from 
their  dlMgreement. 

Freednm  of  electionai  notice  of  Mr.  BeU  of  hi*  intention 
to  introduce  a  biU  to  aecure  the  freedom  of 
elections,  1453, 1516. 

French  fpoKatioqp  prior  to  1800;  a  motion  to  print  s  list 
of  the  clftimnnts,  3141)  %<reed  to. 

Gftolegieal  rec«mioissftnoe<  a  reaehMion  pmpoaing  the 
printing  of  an  extra  miBkber  of  a  report  on  this 
aubject,  by  Mr.  Featherstonhaugii,  1163$  re* 
levred  to  Libwry  Cemmittee. 

General  Post  Offioei  a  mess^fie  from  the  President,  en^ 
closing  a  document  Trom  tb»Postmneter  Gen- 
ernV,  1138|  referred. 

Harbor  bill,  1991,  3059,  2146;  paised. 

Herod*  WiUiem  from  Illinois,  appeared  and  took  his  seat, 
in  the  place  pf  the  Ute  Mr.  Kinnard,  1451. 

Indian  afiiurai  e  InII  to  regulate  the  disposition  of  the 
peocecdaef  4nnda  ceded  by  Indiftn  triber,  1130; 
passed, 
ft  bill  BMkiog  appropriations  for  the  suppnecsion  of- 

Indian  hostilities,  1130;  paued. 
a  bill  making  appropriations  lor  the  current  ex- 
peneas  of  the  Indian  department,  1130;  passed, 
resohition  pmposinf^  to  instruct  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Afihirs  to  inquine  into  the  expediency  of 
anpropriatinif  money  to  hold  treatiea  and  pur- 
obMe  lands  from  the  Sac,  Fox,  Sioux,  and 
Winnebago  Indiam,  1148;  Agreed  to,  1150. 
hoslilUies;  e  'hiU  for  additional  Appropriatione, 
3075jptved. 

IndSao  appr^prialbn  bUi  lor  the  year  1837,  1515, 1535; 
paesed,  1554. 

Inveatifation  neporta  and  reaohUions  in  relation  to  the  de- 
posite banks,  2076; ordered  to  be  prmted,  3093. 

J«ne%  Jena  Paul;  rewkitien  requcstini^  the  President  to- 
prosecute  wilh  effect  tlie  claim  of  the  United 
Simea  against  Denmark,  for  the  value  of  prizes 
made  by  Jones  in  1779, 17^4;  referred  to  the 
Cmnmittee  on  Foreign  Affftirs. 

Jouenals,  en  'keeping  of;  a  reseiution  offered  on  the  sub- 
Jectf  1398. 

JtidiesI  qr<tem; «  bHI  supplemental  to  an  act  to  amend 
^he  flsme*  3147. 

Kero  nnd  -George;  their  memoriftl,  as  olerks,  for  a  settle- 
vient,  1567,  1573;  laid  on  the  table,  1573. 

Kilboornt  David,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  1571|  passed, 
15713. 

Ktnnard,  George  L^  late  n  member  from  Indiana;  his 
death  anneuoced  by  his  colleagur,  Mr.  Davis, 
end  thd  usual  moarning  ordered,  1047. 

Knox,  Andrew;  a  bill  for  his  wlief,  1555;  read  a  third 
time  and  passed,  1556. 

Land  bounty;  a  resolution  inatructing  the  Committee  on 
Pnblic  Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expedient  of 
providing  by  law  ft  bounty  for  disbanded  of- 
soers,  1175;  laid  on  the  table. 

Lands,  public;  a  resolution  directing  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
prohibiting  by  law  the  purchtte  of  land  at  auc- 
tion, with  a  view  to  forfeit  them,  and  then  ob- 
tain them  at  Government  price,  1304;  agreed 
to,  1205. 
a  resolution  for  appointing  a  select  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  to  the 
eeveral  Slates  their  jutt  portion  of  the  public 
lands,  1243. 
ft  bill  to  prohibit  the  sales  of  public  lends  except 
to  actual  settlers  in  limited  quantities,  2091;  laid 
on  the  table. 
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Letcher,  B.  P.»  and  T.  P.  Moore,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of, 
reftd  the  third  time  and  paned,  1296. 

Light-boats;  resolution  on  the  expediency  of  placing 
them  on  sundry  places,  1358;  a^ed  to. 

Light-houses,  a  bill  makmg  appropriations  for  light- 
houses, &c.,  2149;  passed. 

Louisiana  land  office;  a  bill  to  establish  it,  1516;  pasted. 

Madison  papers;  a  message  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  calling  the  attention  of  Congress 
to  their  purchase  and  publication,  104r(  refer- 
red to  the  Library  Committee. 

Marine  hospitals,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  purehaae  of 
suitable  sites  for,  1909;  passed. 

Members,  list  of,  1042. 

Mexico;  a  report  and  resolutions  in  relation  to  affairs  be- 
tween that  country  and  the  United  States, 
1912.     ^ 

Michigan;  message  from  the  President,  on  itsYeadlness  to 
be  admitted  into  the  Union,  1164. 
a  bill  for  admitting  Michigan  into  the  Union,  1312, 
1414,  1434, 1479;  passed. 

Mileage  and  pay  of  members,  a  resolution  respecting, 
1416,  1451;  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  1453; 
further  discussed,  1501. 

Mint;  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  establishing  a  mint,  and  reg- 
ulating the  coins  of  the  United  States,  1144; 
passed,  1424. 

Military  tactics;  two  resolutions— one  in  relation  to  im- 
proved firearms,  and  the  other  relating  to  new 
systems  of  exercise  for  the  militia,  1311. 

Missouri  (Washington  county)  Turnpike  Company;  a 
bill  to  authorize  said  road,  1500;  passed. 

National  currency;  a  memorial  from  citizens  of  Pennayl- 
Tanta,  for  an  amendment  of  the  constitution  on 
this  subject,  1178;  referred,  1204. 

Navy;  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service 
for  1837, 1130, 1563, 1759, 1883,  2098;  passed, 
a  bill  to  enlist  boys  Into  the  navy,  1510;  passed, 
2093. 

New  York  post  office;  a  resolution  proposing  that  the 
Post  Office  Committee  inquire  mto  the  necessi- 
ty of  the  erection  of  a  fire-proof  building,  1172; 
agreed  to. 

Order,  points  of,  1156,  1312, 1314, 1316,  1317,  1318, 
1319,  1320,  1340,  1345,  1349,  1350,  1351, 
1352,  1383,  1398,  1411,  1425,  1426,  1427, 
1430,  1431,  1432,  1433,  1434,  1479,  1502, 
1504,  1509,  1514,  1515,  1516,  1556,  1585, 
1586,  1587,  1588,  1594,  1631,  1666,  1667, 
1668,  1669,  1670,  1672,  1708,  1739,  1740, 
1745,  1761,  1765,  1766,  1767,  1768,  1783, 
1785,  1797,  1815,  1816,  1817,  1827,  1829, 
1832,  1833,  1834,  1835,  1838,  1839,  1840, 
1843,  1866,  1867,  1869,  1871,  1878,  1880, 
1881,  1882,  1915,  1967,  1984^  2058,  2078, 
2079,  2080,  2089,  2094^   2096,   2098. 

Pay  and  mileage;  a  bill  to  establish  a  more  uniform  rule 
of  computation,  1413;  passed,  1414. 

Pensioners,  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  tlie  pay- 
ment of  revolutionary  and  other  pensioners,  1 130. 

Pension  system;  a  resolution  instruc^ng  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Pensions  to  inquire  Into  the 
expediency  of  amending  the  3d  section  of  the  act 
granting  half  pay  to  widows  and  orphans,  1173. 
Post  Office  building,  a  resolution  respecting  the  insu- 
rance of,  1415;  agreed  to. 
bills;  a  proposition  to  take  them  up  on  a  certain 
day,  1943;  negatived. 
President's  annual  message  received,  (see  Jppendix.) 
do.  referred  to  the  appropriate  committees^  1053. 
do.  messMge  in  relation  to  Texss,  1137. 
Presidential  election;  a  message  from  the  Senate,  con- 
curring in  the  mode  for  counting  out  the  votes, 
&c.,  1582. 


Preridential  election;  vMes  for  the  Pmldent  and  Tice 

President  counted,  1656. 
Property  lost  in  military  service;  several  bilb  of  tkiiu. 
ture  were  taken  up  and  considered,  1109;  pus- 
ed,  1122. 
Protective  duties,  (see  Coal.) 
Protection  to  commerce;  a  memorial  from  the  merchants 

of  Boston,  1398;  referred. 
Receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  United  Statei;  i  no- 
tion  to  print  5,000  copies  of  the  document  it- 
ferred  to;  motion  rejected,  1163. 
ReprinHng  documents;  a  resolution  propoikig  to  rcfrat 
sundry  documents  in  relatioa  to  lbs  reorpnin- 
tion  of  the  Treasury  Department,  1394;  igrted 
to  In  part,  1295. 
Right  of  petition;  a  resohition  deebring  sla?es  do  not 

possess  the  righl,  1708;  agreed  to^  1733. 
Rules;  an  alteration  propoaed,  1044. 
Seamen;  resolution  propoaing  to  inMroct  the  Coniiiittee 
on  Commerce  to  inquire  into  the  expedieacjro/ 
repealing  all  lawa  protecting  seamen,  1165; 
modified  and  agreed  to,  1170. 
Silk;  a  report  on  the  expediency  of  promoting  the  bu- 

ufacture  of  this  article,  1943. 
Speaker;  vote  of  thanks  by  the  House,  2148;  his  iddmi 

to  the  House,  2157. 
Standing  committees  appointed,  1048. 
Steamboat  navigation;  a  committee  appointed  to  exioioe 

into  ita  condition,  1113. 
Surplua  revenue;  a  memorial  from  citixens  of  North  O 
olina  on  the  subject,  1122. 
a  bill  to  reduce  the  revenue  to  the  wants  ofGw- 
ernment,  1347. 
Suspension  of  rules;  a  motion  for  this  purpose;  deute 

on,  2094. 
TtirilT;  resolution  proposed  to  instruct  the  ConMrntteen 
Agriculture  to  inquire  into  the  expediency" 
abolishmg  the  doty  on  foreign  grain,  &c^li^; 
laid  on  the  table,  1161, 1504. 
Tennessee  land  bill;  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  autbopie 
the  State  of  Tennessee  to  issue  granUn  cer- 
tain cases,  1122. 
Texui  a  message  from  the  President,  in  re1ati(»n  to  tw 
country,  1137;  an  extra  number  rf  it  ordered 
to  be  printed.  ^   ^        , 

petition  praying  for  a  recognition  of  its  indepew* 

ence,  1754. 
resolution  of  a  recognition  of  ita  independencf, 

1880. 
appropriation  for  a  diplomatic  agent,  3060;  cob* 
curred  in,  2066. 
Translators  to  the  House;  a  resolution  from  the  CoouDii 

tee  on  Private  Claims,  1434;  rejected. 
Virginia  bounty  lands;  a  proposition  for  allowing  »•* 

ditional  quantity,  2066;  agreed  to. 
Wain,  Robert,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  1573.        .     . 
West  Point  Academy;  a  committee  proposed  to  uif»'- 
gate  its  afl^airs,  1119.  . 

a  bill  to  provide  for  its  support,  2073;  psMd. 
Western  hospitals;  resolution  appointing  a  coonnttee^ 
establiahing  commercial  hospitals  on  the  wen- 
em  waters,  1120.        ■  .     . 
Western  Indians;  a  bill  for  the  protection  of  eaig»w 
and  other  Indians,  1516.  .. 
White,  Colonel  Anthony  W.,  n  bill  for  the  relief  of  w 

representatives  of,  1109. 
Whitman,  John;  a  report  on  hia  claim,  1306.  , 

Whitney,  R.  M.,  resolution  stating  his  refusal  lo«KW 
the  committee  of  Investigation,  and  reqte»1t 
such  order  to  be  taken  thereon  ss  the dW 
of  the  House  requires,  1686;  agreed  to,  l«w^ 
R.  M.  W.  appears,  under  the  srrest  of  the  s<r- 
geant-at-arma,  1735,  1760. 
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WiMlOTi,  Cohmel  Mm,  ft  bUI  for  the  relief  of  the  rep- 

resentativcf  of,  1305. 
Teas  and  nays^  on  a  rtaolution  inttmctmg  the  Committee 
of  Ways  ami  Meant  to  report  a  bill  to  amend 
the  13th  section  of  the  act  of  last  session,  to 
regulate  the  deposites  of  pubfie  money,  by  re- 
leasing the  States  from  a  repayment  of  the 
same,  1053. 

abolition,  1156. 

refolution  in  relation  to  gnmtmg  bnd  boimties  to 
disbanded  officers,  1177. 

memorial  touching  national  currency,  1303. 

distribution  of  public  lands,  1368. 

Ml  for  reliefer  R.  P.  Letoher  and  T.  P.  Moore, 
1396. 

MN  to  reduce  the  revenue  to  the  wants  of  the 
Gofemment,  1383. 


Tens  and  nays,  on  the  reoolution  for  the  appointment  of  a 

committee  to  look  into  the  management  of  the 

executive  administration,  1410. 
the  admission  of  Michigsn,  1479,  1500. 
the  Representative  of  Michigan  taking  his  seat, 

1508. 
proposition  to  censure  Mr.  Adams,  I67I9 1683, 

1684. 
right  of  petition,  1733. 
case  of  R.  M.  Whitney,  1764»  1766,  1767,  1786, 

1787,   1789,  1790,  1793,  1817,  1851,  1869, 

1878,  1879. 
distribution  question,  1963, 1987, 1988,  1990. 
the  currency  bill,  3089,  3090.  « 

the  bill  prohibiting  the  sale  of  public  land  except 

to  actual  settlers,  3091. 
fortification  bill,  3096,  3145. 
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Adame*  Mr.,  Massachusetts^  on  the  President's  messsge, 
1068, 1071.  1079,  1080. 
on  protective  duties,  1113,  1114. 
the  mint  bill,  1144, 1146,  1171. 
ncmoriala  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  from  Penn* 
sylvania,  1156,  1157,  1314^  1316,  1317, 1318, 
1319,  1330,  1397,  1411,   1434,  1435,  1436, 
1439,  1431,  1433,  1433,  1513,   1514^  1586, 
1587,  1594. 
|>roteeUoa  of  seamen,  1166. 
reprintinff  documents,  1394. 
inquired  if  anv  member  was  charged  with  a  peti- 
tion from  toe  auHiors  of  Great  Britain  to  Con- 
gressi  be  had  been  applied  to  on  the  subject, 
but  would  wait  a  week  or  two»  to  see  if  no  more 
direct  application  wiU  be  made,  1313. 
aurpltts  revenue,  1351, 1385. 
imprisonment  for  debt,  1386. 
keepiag  the  journals,  1398. 
mileage  of  membersb  1417. 
bill  for  relief  of  Andrew  Knox,  1555. 
navy  appropriation  bill,  1565. 
a  proposed  resolution  of  censure  of  him,  1610, 

1665, 1671,  1673,  1673. 
the  oase  of  R.  M.  Whitney,  1706»  1707. 
right  of  petition,  1733. 

report  on  the  expediency  of  promoting  the  cul- 
ture and  manufacture  of  silk,  1933. 
an  appropriation  for  a  diplomAtio  agent  to  Texas, 

306Q,  3131. 
fortification  bill,  3151. 
Allan,  Mr.,  Kentucky,  00  the  public  lands,  1343,  1310, 
1383. 
reeof^ition  of  Texas,  1881. 
distribution  question,  1963* 
appropriation  for  diploomtic  agent  to  Texas,  3063. 
llford,  Mr.,  Georgia,  on  Indian  appropriation  bUI,  1560. 
abolition,  1588. 

proposed  vote  of  censure  on  Mr.  Adams,  1617. 
the  case  of  R.  M.  Whitney,  1815. 
army  appropriation  bill,  1919. 
Lnthony,  Mr.,  Pennsylvania,  on  abolition,  1157. 
the  UriiT,  1158. 
Atobalalaya  railroad,  1433. 
pay  and  mileage  of  members^  1504. 
censure  of  Mr.  Adams,  1668,  1669. 
right  of  petition,  1715. 
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Anthony,  Mr.,  Pa.,  on  esse  of  R.  M.Whitney,  1750, 1790. 
distribution  question,  1963. 
judicial  system,  3148. 
Ashley,  Mr.,  Missouri,  on  the  Cumberland  rosd,  1147. 
Indian  treaties,  1149. 
public  lands,  1350. 
Indian  appropriation  bill,  1516. 
right  of  petiUon,  1709. 
Beaumont,  Mr.,  Pennsylvania,  on  a  resolution  proposing 
a  definition  of  the  offence  of  a  contempt  of  the 
House»  1755. 
Bell,  Mr.,  Tennessee,  on  the  President's  messsge,  1054. 
bill  to  regulate  the  proceeds  of  hinds  ceded  by 

Indians,  1130. 
Indian  treaties,  1148. 

printing  report  on  geological  reconnoissance,  1 164. 
surplus  revenue,  1351, 1384, 1385. 
public  lands,  1387* 
mileage  of  members^  1453. 
freedom  of  elections,  1455. 
enlisting  boys  into  the  navy,  1510. 
case  of  R.  M.  Whitney,  1748,  1771,  1773,  1773. 
1774,  1775,   1780,  1781,  1783,   1807,   1808, 
1810,   1811,  1814,   1817,  1834,  1849,  1855, 
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